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(E;T'and Mrs, Barker have the club's most hggrtfelt_thahﬁﬁ)for
making the Trip up from Tacoma to show some of Phil's coldtr slides
last meeting, With few exceptlons the slides were excellent photo-
graphy (this despite the fasct that Phil uses no light meter and never
operated a camera before hle trip to India) and held our interest
even In thoge cagses where no one knew anything about the placesg that
appeared in the plctures. Phll, of course, 1s etill in India and
could not glve us first-hand infarmation., Several members strained
to read the varlous signs that appearecd in some of the plcturce and
found one in English—"No Parking." Mr. and Mrs. Barker and Dick
Frahm were ablec to add ianformation to the slides in meny cascs as to
the history, location, and functions of many of the bulldings in the
plctures.  Of most personal interest to the club was onc slide taken
of Phil himself. Those who were not able to attond the mcoting have
certainly mlesod some marvclous plctures, and we hope Mr, and Mrs.
Barker will bc able to show morc of them a2t some future mceting.

After the slldes were shown, nominatlions wereée opened for new
officers. Ted Ross and Ed Wyman were nominated for president; Mark
Walsted and Buryl Payne for vice president; Wally Weber for corre-
sponding seoretary; Carlene Bosselman and EQ Wyman for recording
secretary. Elections ere to be held next meeting (March 19) and
additional nominations may be made at that time, also. Alderson Fry
declined a nomination 28 vice president on the grounds that he was
already permanent librarian for the olub. G. M. Carr declined a nom-
ination as corresponding secretary on the zrounds that she was quite
swamped with her present fan activitics., 3Buryl Payne and Carlene
Bosselman were not preaent 2t the nominations to defend themseclves.

Tho elections will be the prineciple business for the next meeoting
and wlll be followed by thc ugual chatting, auction, program, and/or
whatever else might turn up. How about being there?
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Support your 10th ANNIVERSARY WORLD SCIENCE-FICTION CONVENTION
August 30-31, September 1; 1952
81 to: SCIENCE FICTICN CONVENTION, Box 1422, Chicago 90, Iliinols
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VIZWS 3Y PRATT AND HOLMZS

*Two recont rovicws of stf books for the past year have come out;
one by H, H. Holmes (Anthony Bouchecr) in the Februery 17 San Francilazoco
Herald Tribuuno, and the other by Fletchoer Pratt in the February 23
Saturdeay Revloew. B b

Both authors azréed that scisnce fiction suffered:from much poor
writing with Holmes gsecming moro pleased over the lmorovements macdo
then wos Pratt, Holmos was concaorned over the number of anthologles
appearing, ten having been published in 1551 end fifteen already
schoduled for 1952. He nelleved the result of euch a larse number
sitholozgles will elthor bo poorer quallty or ropotition of stories
alrecdy antholomized., - :

Holmea algo woe disappointed in the lack of new =cionce.fiction
authors appcaring in book, He polntcd toward the whodunit flold which
produced thirty-five now nomee in 1951 and hoped seience flctlion
céitora would marage-to find ono or two ot lecst during 1952, ’

While Holmeos. mcrely llsted scventoon books he considered the best
in imaginotive literature for the year, Pratt actually criticlzed
o grent meny volumes, "The Elind Spot," by Austin Hall & Homer EZon
Flint, "Sceds of Life," by John Talnc, "Temorrow ond Tomorrow," by .
Lewls Padgett, MSlan,’ by A. E. Van Vozt, "Time and Again," by Clif-
ford D. Simak, and "Scotoe Ship," by Will Stewart wore some that he
criticlzed sovercly. -Most of hila complaints centcred about the usc
‘of stock charcotors, although "Tanorrow ~nd Tomorrow" was critlcized
only bceause it regqulred o backgrouand of sclence fiction to make 1t
intolligible to the averase roader, Prott considored "S8lan" to be &
story of & comld strip Superman while Holmes included the book on his
1ist of favorites, Pratt tempered his remarks on the book edltlone
of some_ of the older pulp reprints by saylng they had been good
stories when: firat printed but that they could not stand up to modern
standards. : ! _ ’

Both Holmes and Pratt agreed that "Possible Worlds of Sclence
Fiction," edited by Groff Ccnklin, gnd "New Tales of Space and Time, "
edited by Ravmond J, Healy were the best of the anthologles with the
latter being the very best. In deseribing "The Best Sclence Fictlon
Storles of 1951," edited by Everett F, Bleller and T. E. Dikty, both
reviewers uscd - the term "uncven" and agreoed the volume was below pro-
vious,Bleiler~D1kﬁy‘staﬁdands although still a good anthology. Pratt
commented favorably upon "The' Outer Roachos," edited by August
Derleth, which Holmes did not include in his lisgt. -

Holmes had a specilal favorlite not mentloned 4y Pratt, "The Dovil
in Velvot," by ‘Johmn Dieckson Carw,  He sald tho author drow "time
travel from.scilcnce fiction, black maglc from tho.weird tale, swash-
buckling romanée from the historical novel .and' loglcali deductlon from
‘Mr, Carr's own model detective stories..." eal | .

Pratt comméntcd onMGray Lensman," by E. E; Smlith, and "Bullard
of the Space Patrol,™. by the latc Malcolm Jamcson, by admitting, the
use of stock cheractors but pointing out the movement of “the storles
that had somecthing new havponing on cvery page. He recommcnded them
for a teen-agc audlence’ along with another boolk, . "Kinamen of the
Dragon, " by Stenley Mullen. He also mentioned that "Klnsmen of the
Dracon," although fantaesy, was labled as. scicnce fiction by the pub-
1ishor who finds sclence fictilon more popular among rcecdors than
fantasgy. : , i i '

Books that Pratt believed to be written for adult apvreclation,
with minor rcservations, were "Wine of thc Dreomcrs,'" by John D,
MacDonald, "Foundation," by Isaac Asimov, "The House of Many Worlds,"




COTN#24 Y page 3

by. Sem Morwin gm,, and "Tho Puppet Masters," by Roberfg A, Heinleln.
Wilson Tucken's "The City in the gca" wee rocommended®unconditionelly.
Pratt pralsed Fredric Brown's "Spnce on My Honds," but deplored the
fac? that only his sclencc fiction and none of hils fantasy appeared
nst.

Holmes included "The Punpct Mastors" in hie list a2long with two
other Heinlein books, "Between Flanets," and "The Groen Hills of
Ecrth." He oxplaincd his inclusion of all threc by statlng, "THs
impossible to omit any volume by the man who 1s to gcicnece fictlion
what John Dickson Carr is to the detecetive story."

 "Poneles and Goodnights," a collcetion of fentasles by John
Celller, waz rated excellont by both raeviewers. Holmos wont so far
~g.to say, "It's doubtful 1f ony othor fantasy cuthor in history has
cvor publishod ome sinsle volume conteining so many gtories of the
“irst ronk," :

Pratt montioned "The Holy Simner,” by Thomas Mann, as = fantagr
znd judzed it disappointing, '

" Books ineluded in Holmeg® 1liast not alroady mentioned are: '"The
Fabulous Wink," by Kem Bonnett; "Tho Illusztroted Mean,® by Ray Brad-
bury; "Prcludec to Space," by Arthur €. Clarko; "Rogue Queen, " by L.
sprezue de Gamp; "The Black Fox," by Gorold Hezrd: "The Lost Years,"
by: Oscar Lewle; "The Digapvecrance, ! by Philip Wylie; "The Doy of the
Triffids," by John Wyndham.

MOON MINERS :

" /The following is tho complete article thet appeared under the
homding, "First Clziu on the Moon,” in the San Pranelsco Chronicle
Februery 27, 1952;7

"Tho world ia mrowing smallaer!" Loster Cole of 614 Norvell
street, E1 Corrito noted yestordey end thon he made & great assorv
of solengo fiction sounds, "The whole universe leii And we're tai.n.
no chences, We have filed a oclaim with tho Unlted Nationz for minerr
rights on the moon,"

. Logtor QOole, spezkinz in bshalf of the Zlves' Gnomes & Little
VMon's Science Flotion Chowder & Marching Soclety of Borkeley, explain
sat sylvanite mipght woll be losatod in on aresz around a cratcr known
ang Rltter D,

' "Sylvenite 1s a telluridec of zold and silver, that's way we want
the UN to zet thec lead out, With the advancos mede in rocketry during
the last ten years, our claim cannot bo considered vremature," !

[ "Wo've written President Truman sbout the mattor. The Army ngs
already lald 1ite plans, you knowr snd we went to leoarn what he feels
régerding our olalm on the moon, " :

A Take-off time for the first flight tothe moon mey bo atrifle in-
definite, but not the map which zocompanied the olaim the socliety pent
to Oscar Schachter of the U. N, lLegal Department in New York city.

3 "T4 1g accurate withinfive linearmiles onthe moon's surface, you
don't have to worry about thet, but what we want to oatablieh e the manner
in which torritoriel juriediction of the plonote e going tobe hendled."

Cole namittod thot there ars cortain detalle rozoerdlng the minlng
o?oration walch could vrove perplexing to hie orgonizetion. Tomper-

“nrcc on the moon vary from oxtreme heat to extrome ¢old; ‘there ics

Lezo nelther air nor water. But the Elves, Gnomes 2nd Little Men ars
devoting many serilous hours to theseo problemz, walch mey interfore
with thc Chowder ond Merching aspects of their life.

The soclety is made up of university students, = few high school
students ond professional people intercstcd in gcience flctlon.
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LETTER FROM ATLAINTA
Feb, - 24, 1952
Deer Wally,,, :

Thanks for the Feh. lst lzsue of
the CRY.

Pleage Iinform your readers.snd par-
ticularly G, M, Carr that Cosmag never
called the Natlonal Fantasy Fan Feder-
ation a "dving monster." ~Rether, W,
Paul Ganley }n his articls In the Novem-
bher lssue off C/SFD expresged hie opinion
of the N3F, the above quotiation, And
1£, you renmenber, Gertrude, the opinilons
exiresased within articles are not nec-=
u-ulrilj those of the edltor or any perv .«
agns other than the 2uthor mcn+1on*ng
the oplnlona., : : - : :

T think-highly of . et V}m that 1s why T.gd's mombor ot that fine
organization‘ I wish Mrs\‘Carn Tuck with. hOr ‘ney UO?iuiOﬁ-J 143

v aitlceroly,. a0y 10 hs
nr® Ll g Iuﬂ . Maﬂau1°V~ ) 8
i /578, Park Lamb, NE-°
, R ~it1arite 59° GaZ e
on Lt ool it S e "'"—--*'-'__“—*:'-'—;_°;'—-"-‘j4~-?—ff-r""'ﬂ'-”"'-'-f,"-—:‘..-_—\:’ ““““““““““ B 98 ot
MAILING LIS RJVISIom _‘ H;;;~ ,'3_2: },‘;: =

additiong’ 1c.ard C. Brauexr’ R0ﬁa1a Andre Vnn.De VOOrde, and
ullsworth E, Dallay, .alXl of T21 9th Ave., Seattle,,Wash$,;
Joscph V. Mezd,‘&74l loth Ave. So.,  Scattle, Wash, and Gordon
& Ruth Loomig; 314 u.,43rd, seattlc 5, Wash., - :

correctionss Frank- Faget,.1102 Roancke, Seattle 2, Wash. :

Subtractions: Pfo R...3, Zllinzton RA9321879,. FS 8609th' AAU, “8/c P.M.,
San Franslsco, Oallf. (eorrcet addrcss unknown—CRY returncd) ;
and R.. 1. Willet, 1320 Alki Avc,,. Sozttlc 6, Wash. (Moved—mo
new iddrcso-~p05u04ra plcading that wo send no - more CRYs)
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IMPOSSIuLE OUT'

The 1onc dwaitud Imnovsiblc #5,- ninoty plus pages of it, hes
rcceived: 1ts .color Lithographed covers and s rcady for distributlon.
Coplos at 10¢ por erc availablc from Burnctt Toskey, 3933 15th Ave.
N®, Soattle 5, Wash., or at the next meotinzs of the Nameless Ones.

—-—.——--.—————«————...-.-.-.—-.-—_——-—..——...-.—.—........._.--..-—-—~._-——————_--.—-—_————.—————

THE LIGHT THAT WOULD NOT GO OUT' '¢5§$§§\.
{\' \
1 TR

The mogt pecullar thinzs go.on.
at Nameless meeting——and ronce on,
they Just willl not go out.

The room to which the Nemeless
had been asslgned at first was, next
to a room containing ecampus military
men and was therefore too nolsy for
our uge, . We obtalned & new.room
after some trowhle aad,ithought owr
problems were solved, :They were,
untll we ettempted to turn out thne
lighte to show the color glides.

(continued on next page)
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(eontinued from page &)

Turning out lights would seen to be a gimple enough tesk. There
were Just two switches by the door which we operated in the accepted
manner. All the lights obediently darkened wltn the exgdeption of the
one by the door. ZEaslly enoush cxplained, of course. Obviougly that
light was operated by a switch outside the door,

Obvious as that fact wag, the switch outside thc door was not.
Confidence that all was yet well bezan to waver as one Nameless after
the other sought the missing switch., It soon becamc evident that the
only aveilablc switches were those Jjuat ineidc tho door, and the mosy
mercilese jozgling of those falled to knock off the most microscopic
candlc-power of that one stubborn lignht.

The scarch bczan branching out, One promlsing little door get in
a wall of the room looked as though it might have been conceallns some
sort of clectrical apparatus, and practlcally cvery Nemeloge in the
room peered in at the night watclman'es clock behiné that door before
giving up the search.

Eventually we werec forced to humble ourzelves before the men at
the informetion desk, naively oxpecting him to know what could be done.
The men srmed himsel? with 2 huge ring of koys and ralesed our hopes by
cxplaining he was looking for the gwitchbox., (He, too, eventually zot
to look at the night watchman's timeclock.) We knew we werc licked,
however, when the man arrived at the end of his koys and left in search
of the Janltor.

We trudzed back into the rom and egtralned our nects and eyes
looking at the light, It wae too far from the floor for us to Biil AL
with our bare hands.

In the end the light won out. It wateched in triumph as we pro-
chbed the slidee anyway. It didn't bother mugh since the projecior
coved quite powerful, Now and then a strange man overalls came in to
irzle the light switches and look in at the timeolock. Once Mr,
spker asked him if he had a 22. The man mumbled something end left

—probably to search for one.
I wonder if anyone will ever dilscover how to turn that blaated

light offf?
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