m{,‘;l - 2 3 %

FAPA

SPRING

179°4°3




FAN-TQODS

unillustrated
Number Two : contents FAPL
| page
Rinoste 3
something unique--a column hy Chauvanet,
This is the FAPA-- . 5
nolemical " o
Al " s ., -, . : .\
Yesterday's 10,000 Years Mree  Bew,, R W & 10
trivia from a gollector's fileg -.. -
By-ways ' | 12

which ‘may lead 'modt anywhere
W =000~ Wy X
The Diabolic Duplicator,aided and abetted by ﬁ&rm Stanley, are the
miscreants responsible for this, the_th anniversary. 1ssue. of Fan-Tods,
an unfortunate by-product o our membership In the Farltasy Amateur
Prass Association. All Opinicus expressed in this publication are sub-
ject to discount at current market quotations. Subscriptions are fres.
but those who wish:to be dropmned from our mailing list may be grante
that privilege upon payment of a nominal fee._  Address all communicat- .
ions to 43A Broad Street, Rockland, Maine. Infernal machines'and other
material of an unmailable nature should be forwarded dby. Ixpress nrenaid

Apnlication pending for inclusion in the Index Expurgatorius,
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BEARD MUTTERINGS: Local Board lo, 1 very obviously does not like Fan-
Tods. They had the bad taste to summon me for a physical examination
when I was greatly rushed in getting out FT-l last November, - Apparent-
ly FT-1 left them with a bad tasta as they have just pulled thé same
coup this time, too. It's very suspicious as I am (was?) classified 3B
in the draft,. However, I was not caught unprepared this quarter and
was able to effect an orderly retrezt with my forces intact. So we'll
undoubtedly be in the March mailing, I am slightly disanpointed with
the way the cover design turned out this time, Didn't get quite the ef-
fect I had hoped for. A new batch of stencils that don't quite live up
to the unexcelled styling qualities as extolled. It's always the mach-
ine, of course. .For the inneraproduction I offer no anology. It's the
tyner and hence can't be remedied for the durash., The 20lb. naper helps
a little, though. We may feature the victory binding again this ish,
too. Depends on the staple situation,which is really acute around here.
The ol' Dictator would've gleed at that,
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-Louis Russell Chauvenet-

/[EC: Turnabout is fair play, and if LRC can present excerpts from his
corresnondence in the guise of columns, why then so can I, In explana~
tion of the elan wlth whiech Russell here launches into his subject, let
me state that 1t 1is his response to my expressed curiosity that chess-
play should he such a common fan diversion;7

-o—

Not all fans--not even ten percent, I'd say,know chess, and few of
those who do can put up a stout game, And of those non-fans who really
like chess, and make as much a 1obby of it as a semi-active fan does of
sf., I have never met one who also cared a foghorn's hlast for science~
fiction. So I think the correlation is nil. In fact I am pretty sure
that neither playing chess nor reading sf. can be correlated with any-
thing else, perhans not even with general intelligence as 'measured' by
I7 tests such as the Stanford-Binet. I admit that my data are incompl-
ete, It would make a swell PhD, thesis., 'Correlation Values of Various
Psychological Traits as Related to the Ability to Play Chess,' It would
have to be hased on interviews with, or at least questionnaires filled
out by, a thousand or more chess players, I wonder if I could really
get some sigrificant results? For instance,that chess-mathematics idea;
is 2 chess nlayer likely to be good at math,, and v, v.

I think that mostly 7vou mistake chess for an exercise in logical
thought, which it almost never (except in some master games, and not in
all of these!) is. My 1dea of chess is a s*ruggle. A struggle implies
an onnonent, That's the mdin point, No move, and no idea, in a chess
game 1s worth considerin® at all unless it 1s viewed with respect to
what the opnonent can do ahout it. I cannot even hegin to imagine a ma-
thematics of chess. Calculus, insofar as I've peeped a fearful eye into
it, seems to deal with rates of change and stuff like that. There are
rates of change in chess; a pilece may change markedly in valve accord-
ing to the post it occupies in the position about it. But these changes
are seldom continuous; they proceed herd by: jutpe. ' (translates; ddves!)
than any other way. You could say this is the way electirons are suppo-
sed to jump into different orbits at different energy levels(if the sh-
attered remains of my memory of atomic nphysics hasn't GWIW) hut the an-
alogy, like most analogy, is more confusing than helpful. Pieces on a
chess board are forces. They hgve no value except as they exert force;
chess is a dynamic game, there never 1s or could be a statics of chess.
You wield your forces, and by combining them seek to build up pressure
on the enemv position, Then the pressure reaches a certain level, the
enemy nosition disintegrates--unliess, of course, you have failed to st-
rergthen your own position sufficiently, and it goes down first to ene-
my nressure, This, according to me, is the abstract theory of chess.
It is how I think of the game, and I bellieve 1t to be a meaningful an-
proach. If each niece were equipped with a searchlight, or searchligh+
ts, focused on the squares over which it exercised control (force) you

¥ This was promnted by my comnarison of chessplay with the process
of integrating a functicn, wherein the checkmate corres»nonds to the ac-
tual integration, a simple formality once the function is cast into the
nroper form, or the chessmen nmaneuvered into the proper configuration.
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would have a visible examnle of the way in which I think of a chess po-
sition, the mertal annroach I brings to it, Only the visible example wo-
uld ha somewhat confusing, whereas there's no confusion in the mental
imarge, :

Of course, the ability. to play chess is no criterion whatever of
ability in any other field, let alone 'intelligence.' Says Ldward Las-
ker in his most enjoyable book, Chess for Fun and Chess for Blood, "Wh-
at nleasure it was to see Michelson, the .famous phy31c1st completely
abandon himself at chess, which he playved =zs badly as he plaved it pas-
sionately!" I don't know how much. basis in fact the legend about Ein-
steln and three dimensional chess is supnposed to have, bhut it sounds
like a Paul Bunyan sagra to me, The mental strain involved in manipulat-
ing the nleces 3-dimensionally cannot be greater than that involved in
such a simnle (?7) oneration as lmagining vourself gifted with Rigellian
nerception, and afloat in Interstellar spnace, Instead of seeing thru
180° of a sphere you should he ahle tq see thru the comnlete 360° at
the same time, so that you simultaneously behold stars on the'horizon',
at zZenith, Pnd at nadir (defining these points arbitrarily for any giv-
en ingtant) So used is the mind to the half-dome effect of the earth-
ly night sky, and so accustomed have we hacome to not being able to see
thru more than 180° ow1ng to the emplacement of our ' eyes, that it 1is
remarkpblv difficul* to form any definite mental image of » star-strewn

'celeastial sphere'! seen in its entiretv at a given instant. Yet; many
lower forms of life have the ability to see throupgh much more than our
180 degrees., Rabbits, for instance, have their eyes placed out on: the
sides of thelr heads so that frontally the zones of vision meet, but do
rot overlan rearly as much as ours do,while the rahbit's eve also looks
backwards, leaving it with only a werv narrow htlind spot directed tail-
wards, I »elieve, This is on obvious*advantage for a form of life which
pets along only by trusting to 1ts heels in tha face of danger, It un-
doubtedlj has the dis:zdvantare that with the eyes so emplaced, stereo—
scopic vision (a necdessity to forms of life like monkeys and apes and
ye olde ane-man,who would otherwise be unable to negotiate tree-to-tree
leans safPIV) is not present in the rabbit or similar forms, It 1Is in-
teresting to note that insects have also sacrificed delicacy of vision
to increased abllity to detect motion. The characteristic comnound aye
with its very numerous ommatidia would be & rotten instrument for read-
Ing a micrometer, but any movement in an oh;ect even dimly perceived

registers at once and in an unmistakeable way, since the sald movement.

shakes up the existing pattern formed in the fly's'brain' by the impr-
essions received hy its com»ound eyes, Perhaps I shéuld not have said
'any movement,' though; I have noticed that flies and other insects re-
snond to ‘fast movements faster than you can see then, but often it is
possible to effect a slow anproach and get close enough to pinch the
fly between thumb and forefinger, or otherwise effectively disorganize
1ts physical basis of life..... &

Only a hopeless specimen 1like myself, with bottomless stores of
curiosity and a thin snattering of knowledge of everything under the
sky and bheyond it, could start out talking about the nsychology etc., of
chess, and wind uo discoursing on compound eyes in Insects, Ah, these
trains of thought!

--___..--..-—._.-.._—--——-—-—--—-——.—.—__——...—_.—-.———_.—-.———..._--—
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THIS IS TIHE FAPA<-
For Winter 42, anvway:

SARDONYX: Stapling at the side, rather than tep, adds much to ease in
thumbing through the 'zine and recuires no more axpenditure 6 ensrgy.
Can do? . . . . . . I missed "Dept. of Aesthetics, etc." this time and
interestedly awalt further enlightenment on "eumachic macheeg". Just
for the record--about the "smoke rings" interpretation of the June cov-
er, the version you gave, while in Rockland, was "soapbubbles". . . . .
There are other uses for a stf, librar: than those you mentior, I use
mine for browsing nurnoses when in an herbivcrous mood. The rough edges
are quite tasty and it's diverting at times to indulge in a little aim-
less research on such matters as the ascencancy of the rocket over the
eravity nullifier, or who wrote the most insulting letter in 1933, and
nerhans to come un» with a tidhit for "Vesterdav's 104 Vears" or materi-
al for one of the numerous articles I have never written. And there are
the half-forgotten old favorites to he reread and re-evaluated.

THE MADMAN OF MARS: 1low we know why the Martian languace is so easy to
learn. The Marshies sneal Basac English!

PHANITY: It's difficult to imagine what lMohammedism would be like today
1f it had come %o be the dominant religion in the western world. Cert-
2inly the faith would be a far cry from its present totally oriental
form, Perhoans the westernization _would lead to 2n earlier discarding
of the religious mythology, since the more mystical Christian theoloay
involves perhaps less obvious absurdity than the Koran's tales of stat-
uesque houris of solld muck and the like. Food for thought: 4 Mohamme-
dan Luther or "ycliffe or Wesley, As for the Inquisition, my imnression
was that 1ts motivation was always largely political and that the Papa-
cy even emitted faint clucking sounds of disannroval from time to time.

INSPIRATION: Menhisto, the menhitic mimeo, is at the disnosal of any
servicefan in a stencil-cutting mood, Likewise the colurns of FT. The
1dea of an enlarged FAPA has its points, but we still have a few hecto-
members and their work is frequently barely legible as it is. . . . . .
Jet vropulsion, on the basis of weight of fuel required, would he less
efficiant In a2 hydrocarhon or reducing atmosnhere than in an oxidizing
atmosnhere, Remember that the combustible and the supiorter of combus-
tion are interchangeahle and 1in effect oxveen would be the fuel we'd
carry to burn in the reducing atmosnhere. Now sunpose we were burning
methane (CHy) with oxygen. Assuming comnlete combusticn 2 simmle calc-
ulation shows that 4 1lhs., of Op are required for each nound of Clig . “OES
viously less weight of "fuel" will have to be carried if it's the oxy-
7en we pick up en route rather than the methane. Of course in an oxy-
gen atmosphere we'd prohably use a more convenient fuel such as gasol-
ine or Diesel o0il, which would increase the fuel weight slightly. Gas-
oline, for instance, calculated as octane (CBHLB)’ eives the ratio
8% :200.

X: Now that the truth has heen told, to the complete dise¢redit of the
slanderers of dear Cousin Wormwood, let them slin¥ back to the cesspool
from whence they oozed, They are beneath our contumely and we wish only
to reiterate: The charges of anthropophagy are, and alwavs have becs
false!
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EN GARDE:: "Beyond the Portzl" ties with "Homo Futurus" for first nri-
ze in the egssay division this mailing. Point about time wasted in sle-
en is mainfully true. I'm shoniing around now for a second-hand hynno -
bioscope to read "Chemical Abstracts"” to me while I slaen, This, I sur-
rmise, will not interfere with my rest, as that estimable publication
now puts me to sleen quicker than anything else I know of. Like your
friend I dron off.to sleep too quickly to make any willed transition
into drearland, But then I'm nwwer so, blissful as when unconscious.
Haony am I] I belleve somé work has heen done on dream-conditioning by
controlled stimulil,but this is not the same as the very remarkable men-
tal control you erercise. You should write a book on it.

A TALL OF THE 'EVAIS: Aiese! But these be calamitous times! Sad.

THE FANTASY AMATLUR: President's message? Go a2head please.....Check!
..Check!,....End of sentence? Tnd of pararranh? Tnd of message?  Well
all right! Now recite something in stenotyne, Jack. . . . . . As a new
member I've been feeling my way ~long intuitively, hopinc that I've tre
od on no corne in the process., A booklet contoining the FAPA Cons?itu-
tion and other info, for the neophyte would be most desirable. .Surplus
fapazines should ha put on sale after a reasonable length of time---say
one or two more mallincs~~~has nassed,

F_A LUAN-TO: The list is a good idea=--should be included whenever pos-

sible, ; : '

MUTANT: The surrealistic jokes are reminescent of Runvon's "Fables fr-

om Moronia", vhich, no doubt, some. of you mey recall as a bit on the
fantastlic side. Does anyone have a ¢omnlete collection of them? I va-
fuely recall only ‘two-~the tales of the boy who had the weathervane gr-
owing on ton of his head and of the Pullman car that loved to skate.
Vhich gives an idea., . . . ., .Mou&sorgsky's "Might..." I find good lis-
tening, although it is ty»nical »rogram music., And 2s I listen to music
almost entirely as an abgtract experience with scant regard to any pro-
gram the comnoser may have inflicted thereon, I find such nieces frequ-
ently lacking In the, to me, highly decirable quality of "heft". There
are excentions, of course, "Til Eulenspiegel”, for examnle, with 1ts
roguish theme which time and agin is drowned out by thunderous and res-
nectably ugly dissonances, and yet always recurs, glving the distinct
imnoression that the spirit (theme) is alwavs there, regardless of how
i1t may he shouted down or thrust into the background, A lucid musical
descrintion of the irreanressible Til., And Tschaikowsky's "Nutcracker
Suite" which I disliked for its triviality as pure music, bhut now find
more enjoyable wlth the mémory of Disney's "Fantasia', as a2 program,
Dukas' "Sorcerer's Apvrentice"” is the other stock evample of "fantasy
music", ard 1t is one of the very fer programn pleces, that spneal to me
purely as music, It has a truly fantastic quality to myv calloused ear,
not the hack weird theme, but a certaln anythinroesighness. Disney
cantured quite a bit of this, too, but it is thera nurely as a musical

exnerience as well and . gets across nicely if delivered at 90-decibel

i

volume, Dut in general I nrefer to take my music for what it is--a pl-
easing, or at least stimulating, series of rhythmic and tonal nro-ress-
lons. This may seem &« naive and unerudite apnroach to the veteran old
musicologist,hut that's the way I tick, and I do like nearlv all “good"
music, lrcluding the moderns, particularly the Russiansg. Stravinsky's
my meat! '

§
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POGORUS: Your slam at the conscientious objector iIs its own refutation,
WThatever motivates one to so declare himself surely cannot be cowardice,
To go forth "vwerhans to die" is at least to go herdwise. But to buck
the mob 1s a way fearful in its very hopelessness, One of the least
nalatable features of the c. 0. course would seem to be that of being
cooped un with the assortment of nut cultists, parenolds, religious cr-
anks, and other wacks that must inevitably be thrown togather in the
camps. No, one cannot deny the c. 0.'s verv real courage of his convi-
ctions,

THE LETTERS OF HENRY S, WHITEHEAD: Muy interesante,

WALT'S “RAMBLINGS: The ldea of publishings these chalin letters is not
~ad, This one was most interesting, Milty's mistook, though, in thin-
king that Yeinbaum was the originator and sole nluggrer of the toroidal
spashin design, 4rthur Train and R77ood (yeh, the physicist) used nre-
cisaly the game idea in their stf novel, "The Man Who Rocked the Iarth",
(2 very goo¢ story, by the way) ‘'way back in 1015, One of the early
Wonderiters, Stangland, I think, used a torold, too, but his car was
the gravitv-off tyne, Weinbaum, in his usual manner, plugged his idea
assiduously in several of his tales hesides "Red Peri." I'm not convi-
nced in re the stability of this narticular design, either, The atomo-
tor, 1if along the line of anything in sicht at nresenrt, would undoubt-
edly he the heaviest niece of eguinment. This would make the car rather
difficult to handle in an atmgsphere or in free fall, Train and Wood
made considerable bones about this. Their atomic blast was arranged to
tilt to allow “orizontal flight in "an atmosphere, This was sunnosed to
be the ticklish operation and was done automatically with gyroscopes
and a manostat which levelled the ringship off at 2 nredetermined alti-
tude. + « « « « « The book club is an excellent idea, and I would like
very much to join, But I'm uncertain as to my eligibility, since it's
not likely that I'd ever run across any book bargains in these benight-
ed hinterlands; hence 1'd be no agsset to the club,

S F CHICK LIST: These patient researchers--these unassuming tollers
who seek not glory but strive only for the enlightenment of fankind....

SUSPRO: There is a sort of national spirit--a complex of social, econ-
oric, geographic and ethnic differences--that sets our various mass-an-
imals apart and seems well described by the term "culture"”. Is there
another word for it? Check on the "civil wor" notion, though. It seems
very essential that with the coming liquidation of the IZuropean Axis
1ts membhers be given a status in post-war societv commensurate with th-
elr abilities, But one cannot be ontimistic with proposals for the dis-
armament of the Axis seriously insistent that this rust include a bhan
of commercial and nrivate ailrcraft as well, e cannot safely deny a
vigorous "culture' the right to »nrogress. « . . . JInterlineations tops
in the interlineation division this quarter, The "Atlantis" cover: I

don't get it., The asteroid exnlorers seem to be having gravity trouble
--why? ’

: &
KONAN: Best item in the mailing., I even forgive the screwhall stapli-
ng. It should have »nro publication. T wonder if "Planet" would consi-
der anything bervond the level of "Dirge of the Dving Spaceman" and the
like? ‘Yorton's a possibility, too,
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RAMBLINGS:: One might set up arguments against individual sovereignty,
hut it fits in so well with ny nersonal nhilosophy that I wor't, That's
a ¢crib from a remark vou made in SusPro, Jack, but it fits, so let it
stand,

CALIBAN: . Very enjoyable fare, DBy the way, the metric system is our
legal standard.

FAN-TODS: The victory binding lastime was due to the immediate lack of
stapling apnaratus rather than to any patrictic gesture of metal conse-
rvation, It's a rather tedious method that I cannot recormmend very en-
thusiastically, aeven thourh results turned out well,

CENSORID: I see no reason why subzines shouldn't be permissible in the
FAPA, particularly if ther're as good as this., To Ades with newsheets,
thiough., Mow Repe's a nice combination of comnetent artwork and somewh-
at better than perfect reproduction. Plus good material, FanFiccibn
mostly ahove average, "Unscientifacts" most amusing, esnecizlly the
colyum heading, which 1s the sort of thing that grows on one. I've
hacn gureling over it and making noises reminescent of a renressed boi-
ler exnlosion at ever more fraquent intervals lately, How will it all
end? ,". . . +» That remark about the limita‘of ‘visualization interested
me, It doesn't s~em much of a *ask to me to visualize five pon bottles

in 2 rowv, Or six, Or even seven, Tunnel vision gets me on adding the

elrhth, though. But perhaps this isn't exactly what vou rean. I visu-
alize six bottles as two groups of threa each, Seven as four and three,
rather than as unit sroups. Yet the mental nilcture is very clezr, A
gsomevhat easler groun to visuallze is that of billiard balls suspended
in smaca. With these I can visuwalize nine, or 16, or syen 27, and oth~
er comhinations, Geez, could it be I'm a slan or sumpin, huh, maybe???
« o« o .« The contents nage is & jor forever, too, Iut back to "Unsci-
entifacts’--hehy Hawl! Imphi.! Splrfskllll POW.I1li! i

SALUTE: The Russians are our allies, too. Rig Joe won't like this at
2ll, John.

TADER AID COLLECTOR: The most fantastlc thing about all this 1is the
raalization of what HCK must go through to fearret out his material.

HORIZONS: Who goes there? I tiink that "Roby Wentz" is Heinlein, too,
which with the names cited in the MF3J Bull bhrings the grand total up to
six. I'd not nreviously assoclated Cartmill with H, though, bdbut then
I only met him recently in Astounding, sirce I seldom read Unk, Come
to think of it, +thourh, the Cartmill stvle is something like that of
"Lyle Monroa", That, reminds me of vour Cortrolroom comments on the L,
M. niece vou nuhlished in Spwys, You sald, quote: "You'd be surnrised
who 'tis;..." at a time when 14 was more or less obvious who 'twas., If
Cartmill et al are Heinlein why don't they~--er, I mean he---write the
Heinlein or MacDonald type of tale and meke evervone verv hapny? . . .
. « I don't recall ever having seen "Jonathan" snelled "Johnathan'. '

PHANTAGRAPH: "The @bjective Anproach" was interesting, especially the
Tdominant male" nhilosophy. Ha, that makes "Corwin" a fascist, almost.

GUTETO: 'Sgood, though the verse on the cover seems vaguely familiar
somehow.....




SCI-FIC V/ARIETY: I might Lnow what this wars about if I'd received "Wap
Lock", As for the fznzine service, why not return to the original nlan
of distrihution from a central noint? It shouldn't he too onerous a
task for an official "mailiff" +to receive shimments of fanzines from
the various publishers and to mail them out, sav quarterliv a2 la FAPA,
Pesides think of the fanzines he'd get o read free, An organization
could he formed to take care of the nostage, or it could he "andled as
ons of the activities of the already axistent IFFF,

PVT, MILTY'S MAG: The best fezture of which is the prosn=2ct of its co-
ntinued anmeararce,

YHOS: Arthur McCann has previously nointed out how machine age clivili-
zation hy »roviding a ranidly altering artificial environment could sp-
eed up human evolution and it is a good noint. As for galactic coloni-
zation I was surprised to find on rummaging through my scranbooks rece-
ntly an half-forgotten article which seems to bear out T1 Smith's theo-
ry of the existence of a large number of nlanetary systems, The count-
erpart of his "Lundmark's Nebula" is the Large Magellanic Cloud which
shows evidence of having once had the usuzl sniral form but is now in a
deformed anG shaneless configuration indicative of & possible collision
mith some other star-cloud in the remote past. Dr, Shanley has sugpest-
~d that our galaxy may have heen that one, This renders the idea of
"millions of planets" ruch more nlausible. Incidentally, the article,
a write-un of an AAAS meeting, mentions something also about estimating
"the number of galaxies ner cubiec light-vear", which is an interesting
thought, toos « +» o« . . » Unmme-argynints) Number three is easy. The
farmers, of course, ide Stanledon's description of the fall of the
Amaricanized Torld State in "Last # First Men," 1 predict short shrift
for stfans, thouzh. Me'd »nrobablv starve t0 a man while srubbing in
the ruins in search of equinmment~-0ld television tubes and the like-~to
start the new scientific society, . . . .+ . . I don't knor enoush ahout
sports to sweak sense on the football-bhasehall question, but my imprec-
sion is that foothall squads s»end a great deal of time poring over cr-
yntic diagrams illustrative of stratesic »lays to be subsecuently exec-
uted on the gridiron, "here is there comparz™le brain work in haseball?
« o o « o You're inconsistent, Art: If "wapr is valusble in this immat-
ure stage of our civilization", then we've £till need of our emotional
asnendix since a "good, h=althy" hatred of one's enemies is a stimulant
of "active, positivistic combativeness,"
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YESTERDAY'S 10,000 YEARS
-Mr, Hornig on Esparanto-

"Over 2 halfe-century ago, an Austriin by the name of Lazarus Ludo-
vic Zamenhof realized the growing necessity of a world-wide auxiliary
gpeach, He had a masterful knowledge of all the world's civilized ton-
gues, and by using the best qualities of each, he develoned a nerfect
hybrid-~Esparanto,” ~--Science Fiction,June '39

-0~ :

"Mr, Josaph Leahy, Esneranto Association of North Arerica, 1410 H
5t, N. 7., TWashington, D, C,, will send you information about Esperanto
cours»s and hooks upon request." --Science Fictiom,Dec. ‘39

-o-

"Te may use an article in the Tsperanto language in the near future.

--Science Fiction,Dec. '39
o-o-

"'pite Lo the National Secretary, International Isperanto League,
328 M, 46th St., Los Angeles, Calif.--or *to the Géneral Secretary, Tsp-
eranto Association of North America, 1410 H St, N, V., Washington D. C.
Flther organization #1ll he glad to nrovide interested nersons with in-
formation ahout courses, hooks, Fsneranto newspapers, hov to joln Tspe-
ranto cluhs, and facts about the world-wide movement,"

--Science I'iction,Dec. '39

"I admit that the accant marks used over certain letters in Esper-
anto are a nrasent drawback to general use, dus to-the lack of the spe-
cial charscters in the common tyna-case, Homaver, zny printer who wants
to use Esneranto can secure the sneclal characters 2%t a very.low nrice
~-50 the curing of this inconvenience is not a matter of much time, but
simnly interest in using the language." --Science Fiction,Jan., '41

-0~

"For compnleta details regarding the Esneranto movement, we suggest
that you address the Gereral Secretary, Tsperanto Association of Morth
America, 1410 H Street, N, W,, Washington, D, C,"

--Science Fiction,June '41l
' -~

"I had intended to run a short course in TLsneranto in SCIENCE FIC-
TION,h»ut I found out that ths snecial characters ¢, s, h, j, and g with
the super-sircns, cormon in Tsperanto, are not in our type-casas and un-
t1l we cen do something about this,any nossible course in this magazine
will have to he delaved.” --Science Fictlon,Mar. '40

...o-

"Other inform:tion about Isneranto c.un be secured from Josenh H.
Leahy, General Secretary, Nsperanto Association of North Arerica, 1410
H Streat, V. ", Washington, D. C." --Science Fiction,Mar, '49

—O—-

"T also learned Isperanto without instruction=~-but nor I'm teach-
ing two evening courses in the tongue~--and very successful classes,
toel™ : --Science Fiction,Mar., '40

-.O—

"But for those of vou who want to learn the tongue in a2 few short
weeks, with hardly any study at all, an excellsnt corresrondence course
is offered by Dgnaranto-by-Mail, St. Albzns, New York, Just for fun,
why not write to them toduy and learn about lsneranto? For further in-
formation about Isneranto, vou <an write to Josenh H, Leahy, Isparanto
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Association of North America, 1410 # Street, Jashington, D, C." ;
--Science Fiction,Mar, %41

-0~
"The aditor of this maga21ne is now at work on an Isparanto project
--fhe trorslation of 'Alice in Wonderland. Even non-Tsperantists can
understand the translated title: 'La Adventuroj de Alico en Mirlando'

--excent, narhaps, for the 'mir', which denotes wonder,"
~--Science Fictlion,Jan. '41
—O—

"A1] nersons wio want to know more about the international auxili-
arv language, the n=ace instrument *hat urges friendshin through mutual
comnrehension, should write to Joseph I, Leahy, General Secretary, Wsp-
eranto Association of North Amerlca, 1410 I St., My W, Washington, b,
C. Science-fiction fans seem to go for Tsneranto in a bhlg way--because
it is a scientific lanpuage without the difficult irresularities that
occur in 11l other tongues." --Science Fiction,Oct, '40

_O—

"In tpansiating Fnelish into Esperanto,you will find that the vol-
ume balances, page for nage, and a nerson w‘o has learned ligneranto can
exnress avery meaning and shade of meaning that you can exnress in IEng-
1ish., Those who cla2im that it is not n0551b16 Just have not gone to the
trouhle to learn Esneranto comnletely, ~-Science Fiction,June '40

_o..

"I suggest that vcu write to Joseph H. Leahy, General Secretary,
Esneranto Aassociation of Horth Arerica, 1410 H Street N, ”., Washington,
D, C., for information, if vou want to be further convinced.

* ~-Science Fiction,June '40
—o—

"I stand correctad on Leneranto having more syllables than Fnglish
-=--hut it can he spnoken just as repidly and easily as Enﬁlish---becpuse
the liquid syllables of ILsperanto flow into each other and are 'made to
fit the *ongue." --Science Fiction,Jan, '4l

-O-..

"Mhe Lsnaranto Association of North Americ., 1410 H St. N, W., Va-

shington, D. C., soonsors a National Convention of Isnerantists in some

American city each vear," ~-Iquture Fiction, Mar, '40
"'O"

"There are othar languages simpler than Lsperanto,but none of them

comnare to it for comnleteness combined with simplicity, A great man

snent his 1life creating this tongue---and like the Constitution of the

Unltnd States-~~1t was crc.*ed to such perfec*lon that no major changes

have ever been necessary. ~~Science Fiction,Jan, '41
-O...

"Egneranto aims to end war, not through refusal to defend, nor re-
volution, nor 9Jolitical seizure, nor dictatorship---but by ma“lng all
war seem futile, as it really is. Tsperante, by providing a common me-=
thod of communicﬂtwon, wants neonle to realize that arother man, in an-
sther country, under another set of customs and government, is Jjust as
human, just 2s mnmuch of a man, and has just as much right to live his
l1ife in his own woy, as the nelghbor next door."

-<Future Fiction, Mar, '40

L
“p, g, In case that article in the last number, 'Esneranto--Peace
to the Topld!' has aroused vour interest in the easy, practical world-

tongua, Lsnmeronto--you can get full datails about how to learn the lan-
guage and its value to hunmanifty, by writing to Joseph H, Leahy, General
Secretary, dqperanto Assoc19tion of North America, 1410 H Stre@t N, W.,
Washington, D. C." -~Future Tiction, Tulv Y40
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What do students of lvecanthrony do in their spare time? Let's ta-
ke Sabine Baring-Gould, the 19th- centur" Tnglish curate novelist, and
author of that curious work, "The Book of "erewolves' as 2 sultahle
subject. 0ddly enough, there is no evidence to show that he customari=~
1v frerquented @uch haunts as charnel houses or gravevards in the dark
of the moon, Indeed, no. Rather he turned his talents to the setting
‘of words to hymn tunes and sacred nusic. I wonder how many are aware
that he wrote tha verses of the uUnivarsally famillar "Onward Christian
Seldiers"? And of "Now the Day is Qver"? A number of lass-well-known,
hut excellent, chordd works ara also sung to verses by Baring~Gould. He
was the author of several novels and of two works of non-fiction other
"than the werawolf onus, One, "Curious Survivals", sounds rather inter-
esting, but unfortunately I'm not acquainted with it, The othar, "Cur-
“ious Myths of the Middle Ages" contains much of interest to the fantasy
fan, even though Baring-Could's approach is of the debunking school. He
deals out mortal blows to such firures as Cartaphilus, Prester John,
Milliam Tell, Rishon Hatto and other motables of "history". He even
cites a rathep ingenious argument in sunport of the thotnesis that Na-
poleon Bonanarte was also a myth, Apparently he considers such charac-
ters as Arthur and‘Robin Hood too phantasmal to merit conslderation. It
is interesting to note, though, how soberly he cites the 1l5th-century
monk, Basil Valentine, in his essay on the divining rod, There is good
rPason o beliave that Valentine never existed and that his alchemical
works were in reality the »roduct of one Auraeaolus Philinnus Theonhrast-
us Bomhastus von lohenhaim, Altogetqer a most human and versatile per-~
son, the Reverend Baring-Gould. s

And while smeaking of religious nuslic, thero 1s nrohably no more
exnrassive statgmﬂn* of. the 1nd1Vidual'° faith in his religion than the
anclent Lutheran hymn "Ein' Feste Burg" with its words as set down by
Luther himself over 400 vears ago. Lven mo-e remarkahle is the tune to
whieh it is sung, which 1s helieved to be over 2,000 years old. Our
descendants will nrobably be hearing 1t millenia hence, as 1ts survival
value seems well-tested bhyv its com*n” through the mediapva1 n@riod du-
rine which most church music consis*ed of chants rather than true cing-
ing. -

. Want to know what a tensor is? I cuote the following from a text-~
hook on such things: "In order for the reader to viesualize 2 tensor,
laet him take a broad rubhar hand, place it unon his desk and drav a st-
raight line wunon i1t and mark the point of beginninm of this straight
line definitely on his desk, Mow let him hold the rubber band firmly,
gstretch, or twist 1it, or hoth. The entire line drarn thereon has str-
etched. Now while holding the rubb-r band rigidly, move it narallel to
itself so that tha ori-inal marked noi t, on the desk coincldes wilth the
end of the lina on the rubbsr ha ¢$ "which 1t was derived. . o
The mathematical transformation wiiich defines the stretched Pnd/or fwi—
sted line on the rubber band in terms of its first definition is a ten-
sor, or vice versa." All clear now?

I wish LRChauvenet luck in his avowed intent to tread in the steps
of the mighty Bowditch, As for me, I think I'11 stick to my own system
of "lohster-not navigation", which works well enough in coastzl waters,
if the following, from the same source 2s tha nreceding naragranh, 1is
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any exemplar of the higher phases of the art: "As an explanation to a
common experience Iin navigation where we h#re for the surface of the
s@a, an oblate-spherical surface of two dirensions on which, a costly
ship electrically driven and directed by means of an electrically driv-
en grroscopic comnass leaves Naw York on a world cruise when in due ti-
me 1t returns to the same side of the same pier from which it departed,
Ssuch a costly ship is provided with z very competent navigating offlcer
If, at the end of this cruise, he attemnts to halance the successive
changas of course »y adding nositive and negative angles he always fal-
1s, Similarly the changes of velocity, if recorded, would not balance
by equalling zero," I'11 bet interstellar astrogation would be =
cinch, too.

Fantasy on the air has b=en considered in the fan -ress on previous
occaslons, hut there are a few items that I don't recall having ever
seen mentioned.' I have often wondered if others in present-day fandom
may have heard thein., '®ne radio program in particular I recall most vi-
vidly as fantastically imaginative to the nth degree, It was called
"The Phantom of the Future" .and was concerned with certain diverting
events sunndsedly to transpire "a million million years from now." Tith
this bold 1lean into the dir- future we were pgiven a storv of mankind
concerned over the impending extinction of the sun. A sciertist demon-
strates his invention, the "Solaratomic”, whereby he pronoses to create
an artificial sun a mile in diametér- which is then to he launched into
space and on reaching: the proper distance of 93,000,000 miles from the
earth will exmnand 800,000 diameters to a practical duplicate of the de=-
funct solar orb, "mich gives an idea of the script-writers' treatment
of their subject. The names of the scientist-herc, "Freuden", and the
sirl-friend, "Greyn", were unusual. . . . . . . The sun situation being
quickly settled the plot went off on a tangent with 2 mysterious invas-
lon by odd beings from without the solar syctem., 4 system conference is
held by the "Earth Queen"(a very regal-sounding voice) with councillors
who arrive from the various nlanets by a sort of mattercasting transpo-
rtation via licht rays, to the accompaniment of some truly indescribab-
le sound effects, We are introduced to the invaders. who are denicted
as so far removed from the nrimitive that war is unknown o them, and
hence they will not fight when +the - system offers resistance to their
activities. Apnmarently they don't need to be warlike, for their scien-
tific attainments are so great that. the svstem's efforts at rasistance
are neglisible by comparison. Thus they canture the Zarth Queen and her
colleagues and confine them in a "suspended-time chamber" wherein 1t
anpears they can argue and plar to their hearts' content but are unable
to accomnlish anything hecause they cannot "consume time"! ~  How
the system ever got out of that scrape I don't know, since the prosram
disanpeared after the second enisode and I heard no more of it. Apnar-
ently it was deemed too exotic for st.ndard radio fare. This was about
eight years ago and was presented by VLW which was experimenting with a
combination of 500,000 watts and new ideas in programs at that time, I
was most disapnointed when it appeared no more, as the writers' handli-
ng of an otherwise stock »lot was anything but orthodox.

The ma jor hroadeasting com»anies annear to have in their. files an
amazing collection of unususl program scripts. Unfortunately these ape
but seldom, if ever, waired, anparently being kept 1in reserve for use
when a contract lapse or sumpin leaves an half-hour or hour to he fill~
ed by sustaining. Thus I account my having, usually quite by acclidenty
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come upon hour-long dranmatizations of a fantastic nature scheduled for
soma of the most-contractad-for hours of the broadcasting day, There
was once thus presented a radio version of Dunsany's nlay, "If", which
conjectures on the alteration in the course of a man's 1ife if he had
caught & certain train instead of missing 1% as he did, The nrotagon-
ist, musing on this notion years latar, suddenly finds himsalf carpisd
back and agaln given the onmnortunity to make the choice. Being curious
as to the outcoma, he hoards the train, As cortrastad to his altarnate
prosalc carzaer, what hahoens to him this time is a masterniece of imag-
ination. A little common courtasy to a lady-in-distress whom he encou~
nters on the train sucec>3ds in entangling him quite Inextricably in the
lady's fantastic affairs. In hsr interasts he “ravels to the Orient
whare & skirmish with an eastarn bandit~potentate results in the b-p's
demis~ and our hero's taking ovar the robber-baron business and living
in 2 Dunsanean oriental naver-never land nr 2 number of vears. His
lady frierd has a wesitive talent for getting hin into trouhle, though,
and in time creates a mninor whirlwind of a nalace ravolution and our
nal 1s lucky .to got away with his hend intact. The path of fortune is
down hill fror there on and his worldeline eventually brings him back
to his starting noint and to the nresent from which he had been whiskad
back to the decision noint, Pennilass and in rags hs firds his way to
his home in tha other 1if~2 and entors. As ir 2 nightmare, none of his
family recognize him., ils wif~ calls har hushand (nrasumably himself
in the other 1lifa) but as th=ir two worldslinss annnoach they merge in-
to one and he finds he's his othar self again, onls now wondsring which
of the +two lives was roal, and nerhaps vaguely suspecting that they
both were, : :

An allegorical fantasy entitled "The Planets" has been nraserted
by MBC oh several occasions and is rether amusing. It improvess on being
raheard., A short play, "Tomorrow's Paul", which daalt with a highly
regimented society of the future, was aired a'year or two ago, It was
of a religious theme, as the title suggasts, and was very good. ,

The radio nlayscript which Jmazing nublished soma time apo dealt
with time travel and was alleged %0 have hesn shelved by broadcasting
comnany officials who weare still quaking in their swivel chairs (which
ara very well suited for quaking, by the way) ovar repercussions from
the Martian invasion., However, time travel has been praesented via rad-
io. This was in the hour-length nlay, "HUa Falls on Scylla", a mytholo-
glcal. fantasy wharaln a delightfully wacky and likeahle group of moder-
ns 1is transnlanted into the heroic ages of Greek myth to go a-voyaging
with Ulyscaes and have uprcarious encountars with Circe, the Sirsns, and
other fabulous characters. Theras ars such tidbits as Ulyssas' words on
annroaching the Sirens' business astablishment: "Men, do vou all have
your ears stonped?" "hich the c¢rar receivas in stony silence save for a
solitary seaman who chasrily pines "Ava, aya, sir!" The linas are most-
1y snoken in varsa of a sort, including a rhyming of "Aurelius" with
"umbilicus"! And numerous references to "Bacchus, God of wine and Hol-
land Gin." A1l of which 1s guita tvpical of the 2tmosphere of this
blithe bit of light fantasy.
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