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... Coneorning athoists ard others...

by

v oy wWho wisdhes T0 romain snonymous...

Cnce upon a time I wsed to zo to ounday schoecl. There I read the Bible
listensd to teschsar and in shert 31d everything that little boys shoul

do - aven beleiving in God.
for nsarly two years

Jvon now I'n rather suyprised by the fact the
I took in the stuff handed out. Terhaps it is sig

nificant that about & to 6 nionths before I left I began to take an inter
a5t in Science, reading my first serious books - simple ones I adéit £
at the tiie I was a rars 10 - II yoears old, but even at that tender ago
it was gquite obvious that Genesis and "Tho Jarth shown to the Children

did'nt agreal

411 that's by way of a preliminary and boeils down to the fact that
became an athaisat at the age of 11 though I did'nt realize it then, ar
the 8 years which have pasised 8ince have only confirmad that - well (o)

oica - for want of a bstier word.

For I cen'

t po.uibly see how anyone,arl

tor considering both sides of the yuestion whother or not there is a Goc
can arrive at the conclusion that there is! lthoush I cen ses obvious r
gadons why people = 013 people anyway = srould or do beleive in a God

10rs anoll.

I think I'd bettor ralata

the usual argunonts for both sides of the

quedtion for the sake of partial coipletensss -~ I'm not yualified to co"
gr the ground fully by any ndand.
Tha Aarth and a fow slactrons such as the stars and Adam and &ve a

supposed to have baan croatod in o days.

When faced with almost positiv

proof that this could'nt have occured the church adroitly decidoed that

day in the ayes of ths Lord wuas uges in the oyss of man. I wonder why t
did'nt got an angel to tell thon so0. and of courso they had to disrogar
thse dats of creation (4uU4 B.C.) which @ Bishop had fixed. otill I ad
thet was'nt gonoer. 1ly 201d thoulg mon who could decide that I0000 (ius t
correct?} angsls couwld <Stand on o pinpoint are capuble of beleiving a

thing.

And if iIve co .o froa Adensd 5th rib, how did the church come to hold
t3 presont (and pust) view. on incest? While thers are gound biological -
easons for condazination of tho practice ths medisval church never knew
them. Oh by the way - I'a using the word church as a gensral nane for o

anised religion.

If man is - Or svar was - the image of God, well the latter is'nt
ch to0 root for. Judging froi1 the o0ld testalent his ways are sinilar tor
ose of man - anl so18 might say worse. He drowns armies, starves peoplc 4
and apparenily causes a3 much misery to his chosen people as to anyone !
s8. "Por Ardua Ad Astra'perhaps? That would be understandable if God
not omnipotont. vell he 's wsupposed to be but he can't stop wars,miger;
famine - why not? ilaybe ha's testing "homo sapiens™? If he's omnipotent
there should'nt bs any nced to. He could have made the human racs perfc
whatever perfection is, Anyhow he should know.

should we conclude from this that God is not omnipotent? The church



/
83'nt think so. Perhaps, however, he made ths human race . for am-
udement. If 80, his "toys" would'nt think much of him. Or we may
be just a biological accident, ilayba... _

If there i3 a God why doss'nt he, a8 soneons suggested write"l
am the real McCoy" in flaming letters across the sky. People have
defied God to 3trike the1 down befors now, AS yet the results are
not obvious. Perhaps he is too mercirful.

He could prove his presence sasily enough if he was pregent!!!

Now for somothing concerning the nsw tostament. Jesus Christ
Seam8 a very definite fact and it's as cartain as most things th-
at he existed. That he wa. sincere I have no doubt. He was a man
with his own beleifs =~ and like many before hin and even more af-
ter he was not adverse to s3proading them. That he was the son of
God I cannot beleive. It's quite certain that ho was born as a m-
an and all who read this will agree, I am sure, that fantasies c-
ould easily sSpring up around a nan who had founded the world gr-
9atest religion. While hi. miraclos could be sxplained away thus
ther's no need - among other reasons Look at the miracle. at Tou-
rdos... They are very much a fact but those who accomplish the m
are not ealled the 3ons of God,

As final proof of the non-sxistence of Gody who if the created
the sarkh croate’ God??? And <o on ad infinitum... You may say
that it's eyually illogical fo wssuwis that the Universe creat ed
itself from nothing or was created by soiething which was created
froan nothing.

Yell the univorse is vory muoh a fact - if it's a dream it's a
ronarkably conplex onsg, and renarkaebly real. God is very definit-
ely not a fact. Jo if you'rs to chooss logicully whieh wins? Mob-
son could'nt have arrangsd things better.

fo3t of this articls's finished now but there are one or two
points I wish to sdd... s

A lot (A1l surely? - id.) of churchmen nowadey. adait that the
0ld testazent is'nt vory roliable - it was probably written lar-
goely fron hsarsay. Yet ths 0ld testaient was c¢nly 20Ul year. ago
the only bible known. It wa.s thse law - & book of facts. The " New
Testement " has a lot more truth in it but dos, it prove the ex-
istencs of God? Is there any roecord that can be said to do thi.??
Nol! Conseyusntly thsory is the only alternative and that can be
answerad easily encugh. It is necessary however te draw a very c-
lear line botwean supsrnatural phenomona and natural phenomona, If
you don't belesive in & God then you won't beleive in the former -
there's Jjust"no sehh aninal"™. I don't beleive in it - so0 from o-
ne point of view I'u w nmatorialist beleiving everything ha. an ex
planation which can be urrived at froa the right data by a pro-
ce33 of logical exanination.

Now for a rider. I am not proposing to do away with religion -
and I hope you don't think I am. .ly reasons are manifold. To st~
art with it ust bs nics %o "know" that you are under the care of
an all powerful being - for religious conselation i3 a definite f-
act. Then again the church doss a great deal of good - I'm not de-
nying that! The 0ld church is a very besautiful building and it has
en atmosphsre of calil and guiet that is unique in it.elf, I never
noticed this until I went into a church in the country.~ where I
condaquently found rny.elf alons, I sssaned to be alone in the world

And now I'll bors you no further but write finis...

WANTED, "Fighting Man OF iars."™ Z.R.B. sSopt'dd~to May '4L ing. and
July '42 Weird. Vom July '4l. ospaceways nos.2&3.3lind Spot. Ya Ed.



