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The name and address (at the time of writing) of the perpet-
rator of these pages is as follows, As always, the address is
subject to change without notice.

-------------------------------

Once again I've managed to get together a few pages of fapa-
zine, thanks to L. R, Chauvenet and his service in mimeographing
the thing.

As usual it!'s being done very hurriedly, and it will so con-
tinue to be done for the duration, if it is done at all. I just
haven't the time or inclination to make of this a better piece of
work. Other things must come first -- specifically the Army of
the United States and my duties therein -- and this has to be
done in what spare time I can find, if any,

So there will be no improvement in INSPIRATION until the mess
in which the world finds itself today is cleared up, nor will
there be any apologies,
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Someday, somehow, before I get out of this army, I'm going
to meet a fan, So far the best I can do is to come close. Lat-
est -example occurred a short time ago when I was transferred to
Augusta, Ga., just a little bit south of South Carolina. I im-
mediately -arranged with Jenkins to visit Columbia, not far dis-
tant. So what happens? I was transferred the same day I was
supposed to meet HJ Jr. And now I'm in Alabam', miles from the.
nearest fan or from anything else.
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FAN-TODS rcidnins one of the most intercsting items in the
mailing., "“Yestémpddy's 10,000 Yearis" is wespecially interestimg to
e bthis tdume, % as-Id  estimote thot at. least  holf of the ‘Hommig
quotatiens eh Eopcwantd Hritcd hekre arene -Ain’ upsvicr Yo romarlksiiet
My “ohwn ' Thatr vasiShe Birst time, 1Vd -ever @ritten to any: prozime
and resulted:-claost directly 'into wmy discovering fandom. I'd
becn recading the stuff for years before that, of course, and even
hod a foir sized collection built up, but I never knewr that there
vere such things ns fans. Ah, innocent, happy-go-lucky doysit

If I,.can get inte this discussion of LREWS rant 'Stamliey's
goncerning chEssiy "IHddNlierte v meke o fei iRenotlostiei= iy rm.. i
eyt eliglss i o= sto be: more’ securate;, ploy oBiit, bt "I havci it dEhe
remotest idea gs to vhat mrked o good chess player. Intelligence
doesn'!t secm to he too import-nt. Liost important seems to be the
abillissy' to ‘Feasioh et theepponent’ 15 fapt o dok I can plan my
ovn moves for several moves in advcenee, but just vhat hets going
to do remanins o aystery. Reasoning clong the line of vhat It'd do
in his place helps 1little, as no two opponents.would play in the
same mnnner. Could it be thot an extra-seusory perception is in-
velwved, ~nd - tlhe moke =~ suecessful ehess players e ‘that vay B
telepathecally deteruwining hot the opponent is going to do -- or
even by mentally suggesting what he should do, all unconsciously
of course? :

Tclepathy ~nd clairvoynucefare proctieclly un.novn sciences,
but informction indicates that they are scicnecs. And they miyht
exth Lain. 2 Lot wowwilidnongmel; - Tors « hifeh* ié e nidbl citto ateount  in
the 1light of sresent lLnovledge. It night be interesting to have
some of the woster chess players rated in tests with Rhine ESP
gards ‘o sothelvsuehlaiezotey’ “Tods: just o theughbs

LRC vants me to claborate ‘on last issue's statement that I
prefer prosc to poctry so far as becuty is concerned. The beauty
that I referred to is-that of expression znd thought, not that of
rhythm, so it way well be that. we are thinking inl different. terms.

tfy reasons for moking my originol statement tvvere based on the
belief that vrose. ofiers a better mecdium for choice. of words and
phreses, as they sdon'tlhave to be fitted  to any set rhythmical
e temn, The companison uight be considcred the same as tho it
Neire sbetwe il ‘s efiehime: 'amd. o Tulleolor. pidntig, An etching,
"then donet “by, & saster,. . ds o magnificent' pieec of werk,: Huwt dt
still caniiot hope to compare 1ith a painting done by an equally
great artist. Bole Cry. is' Bt o ispecialized: formof phoke, ameias
such cannot hope to have the flexibility and fluency of expres-
sion possessed by nrose.

Concerning jet propulsion as a form of power on one of the
outer, hydrocarbon atmosphere planets, I'u glad that Norm Stanley
brought wup the point that an engine operating in a methane or
similar atmosnhere vould be less efficient than one operating in
our own oxygen atmosphere. That quest on of fuel *eight had nev-
er occurred to me, Living in a world vith free oxygen in the air
we 'seldom think of it as a fuel.
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But there are other considerations besides 'reight of fuel to
consider in deteruining the efficiency of on engine. Tty ssituch 1 1
not convinced that- jet propulsion in the atmosphere of, say, Sat-
urn vouldii't be more efiicient thon on earth. Jet propulsion de-
pends on, gas expansion for pover, and the more that gas expands
the more the pover that is devcloped. | The dotc isn't available,
but my guess is that the difrierence in temperature beticen that
of the relative. atiospheres and the point of cowbustion (v hich
vould reuwnin about the same), and the corresponding differences
in amount of cxpension vwould wore thon wmake up for the greater

ueight of  the fuel. *)

~~ Hor would so T¥rge an engine be needed to furnish the.same
amount of power, On earth, 4 out of each 5 parts of air are in-

Ll niwrgaen, 4ol gy doest mogling but. olse up space. It adds no-

thime to the chemical reaction, On Saturn as on the other outer
planets, methane asnd other combustable substances make up, if ny
newory 1s correct, about 3/41's of the atwospherc. S50 ¢ nore ef-
ficient cnd lighter veight engine could be develoned.

Not that it's important, but I'd like to knov = just vhich ate
mosphere.: ould uwake for the wost efficient engine.

llost of the complaints concerhing ASTOUNDING'Ss presienit] Crep

ot sborhes:seens ' to,be, cepeermed - 47ith the. tape of -story g vadhcr

than the quality of them. I doubt if it can be argued that any
better or more consistent uriting #+has ever appeared in the his-
tory of science fiction. _ 18] 37t

liost of the complaining is caused,  probably, by the high
proportion of "soclological" stories to be found. Personally, I
think they're the best thing that has ever hit the field. I like
sclence fiction, and as a rule the wore science the better I-like
5 But I think a vell-planned, well- ritten story of some fut-
ure soclological -system much superior to most of the half-baked
Rsuper stlcriget “Fhat has: gappeared, in the pasts Sociology is a
science, the same as physics or chemistry, but Campbel!l is the
el thred b ol vant | i 5 s e .

Nor do.I think that ASTOUNDING is overdoing this type of
story. At least I still enjoy them better than any other stories
to be found today, and so far as Itu concerned that's vhat counts,

It's been some time since a story has appeared which could
honestly be called a classic. Such a story may a. last be found
in "Gather, Darknessl!, currently appearing in ASTOUVDING. The
theme isn't exactly new, but that particular developument of it is
one which .1 haven't come across before, lfost s~f writers have
stayed clear of religion on the grounds that it is too contro-
versial., But it is an interesting subject, and one which is al-
most. certain to play a large part in the immediate and even the
far distant future.

Since I've read only the first ingtallment of the serial,
it!s a little too early to say whether or oot the story is a true
classic. For that matter, it takes years to decide whether a
story has that enduring quality or not. But "Gather, Darknessi"
Coes start out with all the signs of being the story of the year,
to date at least.
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Lecently I've been carrying on a bit of correspondence vith
anotier fan in the aruy, vhich has been very interesting. The
exchange of letters came about vhen I, along with cuite a few
others, accused this fan of doing a bit of flagvsaving in a fan-

zine.

His stand seems to be that our flag and country rate above
all else, and should the:.fore be praised wherever possible. And
I can have but little argunent with that. otill, I disapprove of

_Tlagwaving in FAPA,

Hell, you can be patriotic —rithout wmentioning the Tflag with
every other 'ord. TFAPA, it seews to we, should stay clear of the
var and related subjects as much as possible. It ofiers a great-
ly needed chaace {o set avay from the current day problens, and
cail be one of the wost relaxing influences for eny fah., Of course
it vould he impossible to stay avay completely from the war, but
wher it is wentioned it should be in a winor way.

iy chief point in our exchange of comuents vas that there's
no reason to consider it an outstending bit of patriotism to serve
ia the arued forces. It is, rather, a duty -- and something of
an honor to be considered "orthy of that service. I, for one,
prefer to let wy wilitary record speak for itself, and devote 1y
fanzine to other things. z

Is fandom vrealiy going to pieces? Practically every fan
letter I've gotten recently has made some comuent on the lack of
activity as compared with normal times. And of course I've not-
iced such a tendency myself,

But, the fans vho are left and in a positicn to carry on
with fan activity seem to be as active, if not more active than
ever., loruel activity is hardly to be expected dt this timejy all
that can be done is to carry oh as well as possible. And so far
Fandom has been successiul at doing that.

True, there are quite a number of fans who have used the war
as an excuse to cut down or even stop activity. Host of the time
there las been some justification for this, but not alwvays. But
those foruer fans vho are now deserting (and I don't mean those
wnose occunations deny further activity) uvould have deserted the
ranis of fandoa sooner or later anyhov,

On the whole, I don't think that fandom is doing so badly.
There may not be as many subscription fanzines, or even as many
fapazines,but those that rewain are as interesting as ever -- and
a surprisingly large number of them still appear regularly.

As happens practically every time I do one of these fapa-
zines, I'a way behind schedule and so hove to make it a couple of
pages shorter than was originally planned. This particular issue
is a couple of veeks late, and I'm trusting to the good graces of
Chauvenet to do the mimeographing in something of a hurry. I3
this does appear, you will know that LRC has done a superhuman
NO)oF :

So that's all for this time. Vhether or not there are any
future issues of this tripe is a matter vhich is strictly in the
hands of vhatever fates vatch over fans.

A
[D BT sez . No Phomr\)/J but comes Sept, then .17
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