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Misen.............an editorial

Hello, the first ~erson (not a Reading SF Group member) to
give an explaination of the title i've given to the editorial and
general news section will win a book. I'm very lavish with Chris'
review copiles,

As vou can see we are slowly making progress with the layout.
This issue has a title, BS/AN (though I've already decided to change
it), a cover illustration (if the xerox machine works) and some
interior illustrations (if I get time). From the number of yualifying
statements you will have gathered that this 1s being typed before
‘the illustrations, etc are readyv. In fact BSFAJS is produced in a
totally non-linear manner, in order to meet the deadlines I have to
put things onto stencil as I receive them (something like an early
iew wave manuscript).

Good newse. OGraham Poole, who did last issuds film news has
decided to make it a regular feature and to spread its wings to
include the small screen. So you will find ‘edia ‘iews 2 elsewhere
in the issue.” Thanks a lot, GEakams

Copyrigcht slugfight. Leland Sapiro, editor of the class
Liwnerican fanzine RIV.ksl1DE ,UARTERLY, finds himself in a copyright
battle with Roper Elwood. Sapiro discovered that Elwood had used
something which originaly appeared in Rn without crediting Rn or
asking permission. Elwood and his publisher were thus sent a letter
whigh expressed Sapiro's displeasure. (That's a shockingly
constructed sentance, T obviously have it in me to write “TARTREK
cscripts) The next thing Sapiro knew US fandom was alive with rumours
that he was sueing the authoress of ths piece, who he considered a
friend. The truth of the matter turned out to be that if Sapiro did
sue the publishers thevy would sue Elwood and he would sue the author.
The reaction of US fandom seemed to be largely anti-Sapiro. Their
peneral view being that Sapiro was only upset because he'd either
lost money or lost eggboo ( an ego boost. I'm exi:laining that term
for non-fans and because I'm not sure if it's still used in fandom).
The fact that there was a rinciple at stake seems to have escaped
the majoritv of them! Being somewhat upset by this Sapiro has
decided that he will sue for breach of copyrizht. Further news will
be given as we hear it. I personaly wish Sapiro the best of luck.
The pro anthologers must extend the same courtesy to the amateur
press uas they do to the professional press.

SF, where to? On REaD ALL ABOUT IT, B3C's Sunday paperback
program, they had Brian :.:1diss discussing his, and Harry ilarrison's,
new 3EST SF anthology. I have not read the book so my comments are
not about the booke The ~eneral view of the panel was that most of
the stories weren't sf (although one of the panel admitted that she'd
never read any sf before) but were mainstream stories, and poor ones
at that. Their feeling seemed to be that the sf bit of the story
was just tacked on and unneccessary as far as the main part of the
storvy was concerned.

This is a view I have held for some time, I am all for literacy
in sf. I'm all for improved characterisation. 1I'm also for anything
else we can nick from mainstream, or anv other branch of literature
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which will increase the enjoyment of sf. But, some stories go too
far. The authors adopt so much that their stories become mainstream
with the odd bit of trapring from sf tacked on. fofefulsd w: ez are
into another veriod of exnerimentation, in this period we must
expect writers to go bevond the boundaries just so we can know where
the weiters boundaries are. Unfortunately it does mean we shall

see a lot of sf which reads just like mainstream.

Rumour has it that S® O THLY, which started with a circulation
above 100,000, which leveled off to about _o0,0C0 has had its
cireuladtion drop*%d 6,00 ' I am not an avisd: fapsef (59, 1 find
most of the fiction poor (but it's all short stories and rnost short
stories are poor) but some of the articles and reviews are worth
reading. Perhaps most seonle did buw it for the pictures and theyv've
now filled their walls! .aAnyway working on the [rinciple that ought's
better than nouzht I hope SFIf manages to strugrle on.

Having just taken over the job of lkiembership Secretary ( za 2job

which everyone tells me isn't ardous, this boy'll believe anvthing)

I have also inherited spare copies of previous publications. This

pile included several "SF @riters Bulletin", Jo.7 and RS i ter 1 s
Handbook8¥, anvone who wants a copy of either or both should write

to me enclosing a stamped addressed envelope (suitable for A4 material),
as I have only a very limited number I'll dish them out on a f it

come first served basis. Should the demand be large then T'll see

what I can do to jet extra copies run off.

On with the show.

EDITOR: Tom A. dJones Published At: Chris Fowler,
39 Ripplesmere, 72 Kennelworth Ave,
Harmanswater, Southcote,
Bracknell, Reading. RG3 3Di
Berks. Berks.,

Much thanks to Chris, Keith, members of Reading SF Group and all
contributors for assistance in the production of the .Jewsletter.
Also thanks to my wife who has put up with me bashing the typer
during this trying period of moving house.

AR ORK

Page 8 B. tiace

Page. 130 Sentos

Page 14 Schalles

Fage 23 Daroll Pardoe
Page 24 pB. .iace

~ A1l artwork, except page 1L, comes from my ole PROTEZUS files,
so if anyone knows where the named artists now live would they please
let me know so I can send them their co.aplimentary copies,

Copyright (C) Tom Jones, all rights reassigned to the individual
authors,
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Thie’ i thelisnd of. ny,siwpefuld vy, bl -nontzly lists; ony f filwus
plapnied, in production or on release. This time T have widened the
ccone to include teleriovies and 1'V series which ex~laius the chai ce
in'titlketef Tl T1=th

In coupiling thess lists I naturallv have to relv on man sources
for my infor ation, and these might not alwars be accurate. r'Or
example, upon SF PIL {103 1 Gordou Larkin coumented "1 just heard
that {imoy :nd Sh:tner have not sijned auything for e, 500 AT P ik
movie, althoushtthey will verv likel» do it. Bob 3ilvaerberyg has been
siined to do tiie screen;:lay...Incidentally the author of HILLO!'S
JOUR 22V is Sterling Lunier, not Silliphant as you mentioned."" .

I have to relwy on /lordon's first comuent, but as for the Lanier/
Silliph:ut error Iha not so sure. Cranted that Lanier wrote the
book Hi .RO'S J Uk .Y (sidgwick & Jackson, £3¢50,1975. T.3i G 285
33L56 3), two of myv sources state that Silliphant has scripted the
screen-lay (7ilme & Filuing, Oct'75 page 8 und Cinefantastiqgue,

Fall '75, Vol 4 @0.3 page 46). Perhaps both have had a hund in the
Raaliving nvway frowm now on I"m -oing to rcive the =ource of each “icce
of newg and the kev will be found at the end of this list.

12 ROTEHERMAETA

Apart from Cinema 76 saving "Rollerball snemizes to.be the (film
of the vear" the film hasn't bse: treated too ki-dly by the criticse(14)
jevertheless it has been a hit, ~rossing over 5 million dollars

in the 3tates where it has been in the top 50 filia churt for ne-srly (10)
20 weeks. ~“ersonallwv I thorouthly enjoyed the film for what it was,

not so much an S movie but an entertainment aimed at riveting the
attention of the film audieace, c:pturing its arressivs emot.ions

and bearing it alons on a tid of violence. So much so, in fact ,

that I found my heart uacontrollably pounding in one scene, virtually
unprecedented for wme, despite an intimate kiowled e of the film's
outcone from reviews I'd read beforehand. RULLIB.LL is well worth
seeinge

2: THE SUCCE3: OF STEVEH SivlLBERG

Ji 8, the biggest box office hit of all time, recently awarded
the ilme and Filmiang best horror film and best editing awards for
1275 (7), hes been breakins all records at our local :BC cinema
where over 2000 people a day have been ~oing to see it -~ the average
weekly attendance is 2500. :ind now, apparantly a JuuS II is in
production (12).

The success of J .S is not altorether surprising when one realises
that this film is directed bv a voung director who 3 vears aco gave
us that superb and tense film DUSL in which a larce tanker terrorises
a lone lotorist as it drives across tle wide, open hivhways of
america. The tanker in L1EL is transformed into the shark in Ja S
continuing the hunter/iunted theue that is also to be found in &
Spielberds SU:RL D .1 RuSie. The sane inrredients a e there too,
imstery, suspence, tension, shocke. The tanker is like a living
monster for at no time is it showm to be in the coatrol of a driver,
thus adding to the terror of the situation. 4nd yet it repeatedly
attacks this one motorist, irmorine the other occasional traffic,
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just as a shark. selects one victim out of a crowd and then attacks.
The tanker is a King Kong figure, only more terrifving. Tankers
exist, @ammoth apes don't. Similarly sharks exist and so instead of
the audience having to suspend their -disbelief in giant apes they only
have to overcome their disbelief, if any, that a tanker could run riot
at the hands of a madman or that a shark could terrorise a seaside
resort. The gulf between imagination and reality is therefore that
much narrower,.

And there should be plentv of scope for Spielberg to continue
the hunter/hunted theme in his next film, CLOSE E.iCCUN{TER OF THE THIRD
KI.D - the official U.S. Air Force description of UFO sightings.
There is enough uncertainty about UFCs to enable Spielberg to develop
a believable and gripping film. Richard Dreyfuss, one of the stars
of JAWS, will also appear in this new film,

S: THE IMITATORS

First Irwin allen/Warner Bros answer to JAWS, SWARM. It is about
millions of giant killer bees which invade the USA. Like BUG las
year (based on Thomas Page's THE HEPHAESTUS TIA*UZ) which tells of
the antics of incendiary beetles, this new film seems to be yet another
retrograde step for the film industry (12). S

Talking about King Kong, is a new version on the way? KING KONG:
THE LECEND REBORN was announeed for filming in Kay 1975 by Dino
de Laurentiis for Paramount release this year. Two weeks later
Universal filed a lawsuit for #25 million against de Laurentiis
and RKO Pictures alleging that R0 had renezed on a deal ziving
Universal the rights to remake King Kong with option for a sequal (9/10).
Films & Filming Jan'76 states that Universal are now promising TIHE
IEGETD OF KING KOWG in sensurroung so presumably evervthing has now
been settled. Principal photography was due to begin on Jan 5th
with Joseph Sargent directing (7).

o Fox-Rank's LEiWD OF THE WEREWOLF, now on release, is a rehash
of the werewolf theme that has been given poor notices. Peter Cushing
is apparently the film's only saving grace. (1/2/12).

Ringo Starr has produced and starred in SON OF DRACULA, a comméntary
on horror films. Harry idillson also appears as the rock singer son
of Dracula. (3)

The rock musical PHAI'TOM OF THE PaR:DISE, voted the best musical
award by Films % Filming and described as "In many ways superior
to Ken Russell's TOMMY" by Cinema 76, is a parody by Brian De Palma
of PHANTCM OF THE OPERA containing elements from FAUST, FRANKENSTEIN
and DMHE PICTURE OF DORTA: GREY. (7/14).

ABBY is a black version of TYE EXORCIST with the possessed

victim being the young black wife of a minister. Another version

stars Juliet Mills in DEVIL WITHIN HZR. (3).
FRANKENSTEIN 1894 is being planned by producer Frank R.Saletri (3).
warner Bros are remaking THE SPiRAL STATRC:SE starring Jacqueline

Bisset, Christopher Plummer and lMildred Dunnock in the chiller aboutb
a mite girl menaced by a killer. (3).

-4 -



43 THE ANIIATORS

A number of animation films have been or are being produced
recently amongst them Jules Verne's THm YSTERIOUS ISLi. D televised
by CBS in Hovember; ..TuRSHIP DOWY to be done by John Hubley and
llartin Rosen with a %2 million budgets; TARZOON, La HOITE DE Li JUJIGLE
(Tarzan, the shame of the jungle) the French-Belgian satire recently
premiered in Paris; and AR LORDS by Richard Williams, a sf animation
feature. The BFS Bulletin mentions a sword and sorcery animation
called WAR WIZARD from 20th Century Fox which mav be another name
for AR LORDS. (10/12)

5: THE SUALL SCREEM

(a) Telemovies:

Glen Ford stars as a U.S.Alr Force investigator of a UFQO encounter
in THE DISAFTLARANCE OF FLIGHT 412 - in anticipation of Spielberg?(2)

Cliff Robertson (CH. RLV) stars as astronaut Buzz Aldrin with
Shirley Knight in RuTUR. TO BARTH. (2).

Making the rounds of ITV at present is a telemovie called
SATAH 'S TRTIAYGLE about the Bermuda Triangle mystery. Having read a
couple of books on this subject recently (keeping an open mind on
the subject) this fictionalised account should be interesting. (12).

20th Century Fox is currently filming LAIEN LOVER, an 'invaders
from outer space'! sf thriller (inward groan). (10).

(b) TV Series:

THE T¥VISIBLE VAN ‘was' cancelled by #BC! im- Oct '75 due to poor
performances - and 1t's not surprising! What 1s surprising, however,
is that Universal's other sf series THE SIX MILLIOMN DOLLAR MAX is
doing very well - it is fairly obvious who controls the knob in the
American homes; kids. Obviously a series like STACE 1999 will be a
big hit in the States and despite bad reviews it is rumoured that
several networks are bidding on it for a 2nd season. (lo).

lleanwhile, as SPiCE 1999 lumbers ponderously alon~ where no
prog has erred before a new 12 part TV mini-series i1s to be filmed
in this country by the ‘BBC ‘called"STAR TAIDENS. ' Christine’ Kruger,
Susan Brown and Kate lMulgrew star. (10).

Finally, news of a possible new .VENCER series after the writer/
producer team of Brian Clemens and Albert Fennell purchased the rights
and formed "Avenger Enterprises" I have fond memories of THE AVENGERS
with its abllity to entertain, 1tq tongue in cheek quallJy and the
typical British atmosphere about it. Tmitators like "department 3",
"The Championeg" and "Jason King" weren't half as imaginative. The
part of super=agent Steed will again be plaved by Patrick liacnee but
no decision has been made for his co-star. Personally, no=-one wiil
be as good as Diana Rigg as Emma Peel for me. (11).

As CCIIC BCOK HiIROES

If the 50s was the era of ‘monster' movies, the 60s sf novies,
then the 70s looks as if it'll bs the comim hero movie era. After
last year's DOC SAVAGE “producer “George "Pal “said 'he felt the audience
was now ready for a "real hero" asain., Accordingly a sequal is belng
planned with a Philip Jose Farmer script.

- 5 -



Then there's SI/BAD AND THE E¥E OF TH: TIGER, the 3rd Sinbad
film now in pmoduetion.. This has been given.a budget in excess.of
£3 million after larce jrossinis from THE GCLDE. VOY.GE OF SI‘BiD
and the re-release of the classic THE SEViI TH VOViGHE OF SIIBAD. The
film is due for release in Spring 1977. (9).

THOYGOR IN THE VALLEY OF THE DEMONS is to be the first of a
series based on Lin Carter's fantasy hero. Milton Subotsky, who has
formed Sword % Sorcery Productions with Frank Duggan, will produce
the film from his own script based on Carter's "The Wizard of Lemuria'.
Second in the series will be 'HONGOR IN THE CYTY OF SCORCERERS, based
on "Thongor of Lemuria' and "Thongor acainst the Gods", and a third
film is to be based on "Thar, son of Thongor", a novel presently being
written by Carter. The overall budget will be 27 million using the
same cast, crew, sets and effects. Live action filming will begin
this i‘arche. Release date is Summer 1977. Subotsky and Dugrian also
own film ripghts to SPIDiRIAN and ['HE I CREDIBLE HULKe. (9).

SU ER Al goes into production this February and already it has
been given much publicity. Additional news since last issue 1s that
producer Ilya Salkind has bouzht £5 year riphts on the character
and the film may be the first of - you guessed it - a series. (FEONE

DAN DARE - THE RETURN OF THZ “EX 1} is to be a big budget film,
again hopefully the first of a series. (12).

Finally, william Friedkin (THE SXORCIST) will produce and direct
a projected 3 hour 1IBC telemovie of the masked crime fighter
THE S’BRIT. (9).

7: MISCELLANY

Friedkin is also shooting A S.l'E DARKWESS in Los Anseles with a
£1 million budget. Xeir Dullea (2001) and Anthony Perkins star in
this horror film scripted by Walton Green (who directed THE HELLSTROM
CIRCIICLES). Friedkin has another horror film in the works with
William Peter Blatty (could it be TWI.XLE, TwI KL&E, KILLER i A,
Blatty's new book?) and a finished screenplay about the Bermuda
Tr1anglie o & ¢9)%

Robert .iltman will shortly direct surt Vonnejut's BR..KFAST OF
CH. ' PIOHS for Paramount from a screennlay by Alan Rudolph. Apparantly
the adanstation will star Groucho larx and Alice Cooper (2w (77 1520

H.G.Wells is to have another of his books filmed, WHiW THE SLEETER
LwAKES by American International. (12).

Irwin Allen, as well as 3uaRM, will make THE DAY THE WORLD
#®.DiD, a multi-million dollar movie for release this Christmase.
I hope the film's better than the title sugrestss G142

20th Centurv Fox is to make TiE . DVEZ.TURE CF STAR KILLER, a
future space war film, in Britain. (12).

DE/ 01 SHED, by Dean R. Koontz, has been optioned by Herb Jaffe. (10).

Robert Radnitz is considering filming Arthur €. Clarke's DOLPHIN
ISL.D, a juvenile about dolphins with a missioni (10).

Sandy Howard "roduction's EIBRYO, about test tube reproduction,
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has been completed. This Ralph Helson movie stars Rock Hudson,
Barbara Carrera and Diane Ladd. (10).

Jerome Zeitman is now preparing to produce Zelaznv's DALLTION
ALUEYGEEE. 20 th Cantliry HPoxw! (1Le9)k

COID WAR I A COUSTRY . GARDEN, a film about miniaturisation
based on Lindsay “utterid~:es book of the same name, is also belng
produced by Zeitman, this time for Universal. (10).

Roger Corman will film CVBERWIA from a Charles Griffith screenplay.
Labelled "A malfunctioning computer drama" it is obviously based on
Lou Cameron's book of the same naiie (Coronet 1973). (10).

Production has just started in Zurope on THE STAR :ARS., Labelled
"an outer spaceaction adventure", Georse Lucas will direct from his
own 8gcreenslay and Gary Kurtz will produce for eventual 20th Century
Fox distribution. (9/10).

) BLlED | BIRE sl ay £ilm Rew: Bibie diety mae brigade, only (8)
Elizabeth Tavlor's latest film in which she appears as a witch.
This children's fairy tale film also stars Jane Fonda and :.va Gardner

One of the hizhlights of the 1974 London Film restival was
Chrichton's TiE TERMIWAL MA. with Georze Seszal. .arner Bros have ‘sold
the rights to another company who hope to release the film soon. (1).

41fred Hitchcock's 53rd film Far ILY »ILOT is about fake mediums
and kidnappers. (8).

Douzlas Trumbull will direct HIZRO'S JOURN&Y and will organise
de. Filatls speciall effficietisls Trpeabrill dsi'well ¥mewn for his gpepgial
effects work on 2001 and THE AHDROMFEDA STRAIN and in 1972 he directed
SILudT RU:HLILNG. According to the Sterling Lanier novel blurb "Hiero's
Journey" is a fantasy chronicle of the future, equal in suspense
and brilliance to .alter tiiller's "A Canticle for Leibowitz" and
Tolkien's classic "The Lord of the Rinese". (9) ((It's nice to
know that the publishers speak well of their book - T.J)).

Trumbull is also 'doing- the special effects for nuinn HMartin
Productions' MHE GaLAXY WITHIA. Described as a "Contemporary sci-
fier dealing with para-psychology" filming begins early this year
from a Stanford .hitmore screenplay. (10).

SCURCL MATERIAL

1: Films Illustrated (Dec'75) 8: Film Review (Jan'76)

2¢ Thotoplay (Jan'76) 9: Cinefantastijue (Fall '75 V4 No3)
3: lionster Fantasy (Aug'75) 10: Locus (181)

4: fGiloucestershire Echo Il B MRInfcle #(1owl .76)

5% Sundav=-Times A T1oE, 76) P2: BES Bulletin (V3 iio 4/5)

6: Photoplay (Ieb'76) 14: cinema 76 annual

7: I"ilms & "ilming (Jan'76)
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({This dis: your editor speaking, any further bits within double
brackets. is.me.)) 3 :

R.ﬂP. HiBRISOW3 18 The Witham, Grange Est, Daventry, Northants, NY114°W

I 'have just received BSFAN 3. I had not seen any earlier ‘ones
to compare it with but I must say I was impressed. After joining the
BSFA I was expecting the newsletter to be just a couple of pages but
I was pleasantly surcrised to find it juite substantial.

My suggestion for a narme for the newsletter ‘is STARBG: 'S END.
I-picked this because the paper use is of various colours and hopefully
what is printed on 1t is precious (as 1s the gold found at the
Starbows End), LIPS L etk 47 B A
((Thanks very much for the comments. Last issue was ‘the first with
coloured paper and I thought it was effective. I hope we manaze to
~keep the 3Sir4aN fat, our poliey of including articles of ‘a humourous

" ‘nature will help to do that,)) - s

D. M. wILSCily, 3 Lothlen Rd, Jedburgh, Roxburghshire, Scotland, TD86LA

I think the fromt cover and inside it is a waste of paper,
Please keep the fanzine section as it is. I would:like to‘'See more
SF mazazine and book reviews, also some adverts from SF supnliers.

((I have run I'r Wilson's paragraphs tozethér to save space. The

front cover was an experiment to see how well photozranhs would litho,
agreed the cover had nothing to do with sf but as an experiment in
techni jues it was successful. I too would 1like to‘:see some reviews

of the sf mags, anvone out there who subscribes to the mags who'd
like to review them. lie would all like to see more reviews but we
rely on you to help in supplyling them.  Wie of course are ready and
williny to acecept adverts. A list of sf su,pliers will be given in

- the Yearbook.)) : - e ie RO

DAVID LefiIS, 8 Aidis ive, Stowmarket, Suffolk

Photographic front cover great., But what is the dolly's relevance
to he. contents? .If 'I need plhotos of othér people'si‘birds ‘I'1l1l start
subscribing to AMATEUR *H 'TOGRAPHER. How about a photo montage of
the £SFA committee, I would like to see what they look like - more
gratuitous advice. ((See above letter for reason behind front cover,
As we're sf oriented and not a horror mag I can't in all honesty put
a photo of the comuittee on the cover.)) No seriously though I like
the idea of a cover frontpiece but something vagnely:relevant to BSFA
matters. 0K so Chris knowd this bird so it's vaguely relevant.

/’\S
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Interior" artwork;- yes ‘nlease, 1" ecan-onky’ diaw \\ p
comparisons with a similar orzan of an or:anisation % ik : e
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it frankly “nocks the spots off the production of VECTOR and BShHAN

put tosether - 14 illos, distinctive logo, artwork by "bigname"
31lustrators in the field. But in your defence I must say VECTOR is
moving in the right direction regards layout and illos and you are
making noises to attract illustrators to your fold. iilso 14 pages

of news, it used to be one sheet now and then, so the new brooms are
starting to raise the dust! I would like to be able to say in a few
jesues time that ZSFAXY is the best nroduced or~an of its kind and I am
sure given the support this will be so. ((BSrai;; will never be a

flash mag, we can only afford one of those and that should be VECTOR,
but we will try to make it as good as the budget allows. ag for
V4CTOR Chris has some very interesting plans which should do a 1ot

for the mag but evervthing takes time and it's -best to hasten slowly.))

~Changing the name, how the old diehards must be funing, but I
azree UEWSLETTER is rather uninspiring. WMERCURY RISI'G cunjures up
2 or 3 meanings, '

1. The messgge of the gods and all that.

2. The nearness to the sun analosy - daring to be radical and
flying ihithe farce sof copEes ¥hion ¢t @l
I am not too 300od on symbolism so I have probably got it all wrong.
((ictually you're pretty close, Chris' thouzhts were that liercury
wag symbolic of the message bringer and Rising was indicative of the
srowth of the new 3SFA.)) e '

Yes I would like articles on various aspects of fandom in the
BSFA which to my mind would counterbalance the seriousness of
VECTOR with a little more lignthearted fun of which fandom is so
renowned.

Fandom is good for sfj; it's its mainstay even in this period of
.shrugring off old labels and woving of writera into the larzer arena
of contemporary literature. Writ&érs are produced in fandom which is
unique to sf. I'ans provide the cash hy buving sf. Bt .has yeh, 8o, -be
proven fully that if sf fans stopped buving a writer's books and he
had to rely on income provided by the contemporary literature reading
public he would survive economically. I think many writers bewailing
their fate of having been labeled sf writers would not survive if
this hard core of buyers of their work was eroded and dispersed.
who needs acceptance by the snobs of modern literature as a serious
literary form? Not me! I read sf to enjoy it not because it is in
fashion to do so. ((You raise many points here, most of which I
have passed comment on in the editorial.))

© I applaud the continuance of the practice of reports from the
various officers of the Association an inovation which has the advant-
age of keeping us "backbenchers" up to date with "the state of the
nation". ‘Also the new members list has appeared again at long last
- great! 3 ;

Fanzine review - great! but how about some short reviews of -
current books to supplement VECTOR's longer reviews., aAs to the
"Globe" siin, being a recent recruit to sf fandom (about 1970) this
means nothing to me and considering the economic climate a waste of
money, I vote apainst its purchase by the BSFA. Let others purchase
it if thev must. An annoying thing about sf, the literature of change,
is its nostalgia for the past and its continual raking over of the
ashes of the past. ((Chris is trying to put short reviews into
YECTOR but he needs the reviewers.))

- 0 -



JAMES T. PARKER, 18 King William St, Old Town, Swindon, Wilts. BN13LE

lfany thanks for BSFAN. It's a nice idea well carried out,
Congratutations to all coneerned in its production. I hope you can
maintain the standard and prosper.

You ask readers to contribute their opinions and ideas concerning
fandom, its structure, purpose and effe:tiveness. Obviously I can only
speak as an individual and as something of an "outsider" as regards
the fandom scene. So these are my thoughts. Hope they prove helpful.

For me, how much you believe in and pursue fandom is determined
by how serious you take SF - in books, movies and all the other
media where the genre, to varying degrees, is influential. To
summarise the aboves if you believe SF to be just an enjoyable, perhaps
inteklectually stimulating, diversion from so called grey reality,
then it seems to me that fandom has little to offer. It's simply not
egsential to one's enjoyment and appreciation of the genre. The :
seriousness and dedication of fans would alienate. If on the other
hand you believe SF - and imaginative, fantasy literature generally
to be the only generally relevant fiction being written in the last
guarter of the 20th century, then fandom must appear as some kind
of religeous calling; a holy crusade perhaps, to get the genre finally
aceepted as a sober, considered artform with something to say that 1is
forceful and important. If you are one of the latter group - one of
the 'crusaders' - then fandom will apnear as a vehicle for the
strengthening and propagating of the SF cultures Unfortunately
fandom in its present form does not constitute such a vehicle.:
It comes over to the uncommited 'outsider'! as a low key propaganda
exercise - more in love with its own tradition and exclusiveness.
Fandom suffers from being too far removed from the realities and
concerna of the real, happening world. I think this unfortunate
trait has been inherited from the American tradition, for an oddly
familiar and appealing immaturity still persists to this day. :

SF as a literature has 'grown up' so 'they! say. I'm not too
sure who 'they! are ....but, anyway, I still feel the is plenty of
scope for SF to develop into something truly menacing and elemental
in its appeal. A literature, in short, that is stark and real for
our times, ‘ ,

Bearing in mind the above sentiments I would like to see the
BSFA prelate itself more to the current developements in the Arts and
Sclences - to judge these things from the standpoint of a committed,
SF inspired awareness and consciousnesse. .

‘ I really see SF - at its best - as the theoretical, experimental
culture of our times, not only in prose but through all its other
manifestations.

_ Despite the atrocities that are inflicted upon the mass public
as 'fantastic, amazing, mind-blowing SF' - '2001; A SPACE BORE',
'STARTREK! and the hopelessly pedestrian and sterile 'SPACE:1999' -
I feel that the time is ripe for a new literature that reflectg the
paranoid and technological chaos of the 70s. llake no mistake = SF
literature, movies, art, music etc have a future, but only if we
gbandon the past traditions of the genre, and get back to the real
nature of it - the 'something' that is unique to SF, its elemental
force. Let's see fandom - and the BSFA specifically adopt some new
attitudes in tune with the above reflections., Yes?
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((Thank you for a most interesting letter. I cannot agree with all
you saye I feel sf has a dual pupose, first to entertain and second
to be relevant. I must agree though that fandom as it stands (or in
some cases lies down) is not the appropriate vehicle to publicise SF.
A certain undercraduate silliness pervades certain sectors of fandom,
who always seem to be the most voluble, especially 1f any press are
nearby. I must disagree with your condemmation of 2001 which is not
only a good sf film but a good film by any standards. Hope to hear
from you again,))

AJDY SAWYER, 14a, Fifth Ave, Manor Park, London E12

((The first part of Andy's letter was about VECTOR, here goes the
bit on fandom.))

...e0n the subject of fandom (I had this all worked out a month ago)
it's obvious that the majority of people who read SF aren't fans -

I'm not one (I subscribe to FOUNDATION and belong to the BSFA,

don't I%?...0h welles.) or at least I'm not yet. It probably can turn
into an incestuous group of would be literary pundits or zod's

gifts to writing - equally (in fact mare than eyually, for I tend
slightly to this viewpoint) it can provide a useful critical forum

for discussion. I think however article on fandom should be carefully
thought out - discussions and reviews of conferences, fanzines, amateur
activity in the SF field, I welcome. "Fan-gossip" I don't. iy only
real conclusion is that, in my limited experience of the fileld,

I've seen some excellent material produced under fan auspices, which
surely deserves a mention. Insofar as fandom brings people who

enjoy sf together, it is an encouraging sisn. I'm not sure how 1t
actually affects SF itself but I don't think that the existence

of a (very) loosely organised band of aficionados harms its 'acceptance'
Who accepts it anyway?

((I am interested in seelng sf be accepted as good writing by serious
critics, I am not interested in it becomdng a shadow of mainstream.
In the minds of the media I wish to see it disassociated with flying
saucers and little greech Venusians who give people criptic messages
and then push off, ie the nut brigade. I have not once seen a good
newspaper report of a sf cone. Reporters can wnerringly sniff out

the so called fan who is likely to give them some juicey quotes to
show that the rest of the sf readers are all nuts.))

GRAHAM PCOLE, 23 Russet Rd, Cheltenham, Glos, GL517ILd

A name for the Wewsletter: I wuld sugzgest REVELATIONS, the name
I gave my one-off attempted BSFAN before the 1974 fiasco. The first
issue wag distributed in March 75 with my guestionnaire, THE FANNISH
IN,UISITION. I intended it to continue and was going to publish the ~--
questionnaire results in one 1ssue (over 70 members repiied). Then
the rest of the committee and most other functional members went
incommunicado and the rest is history. Writing this has reminded
me that I all but finished compiling the questionnaire results - but
they're very much out of date now to be of much use. ((I 1ike the
name and that is the one I shall probably use from now on., With
regards to the questionnaire if you want to go through all that work
again I can yromise that the present set up will not fold before
you could get the results out.)) i

British outlet for SF HANDBCUK, REVISED is Fantast (Medway) Ltd,
Andromeda might also stock it tooe. It is an excellent book dealing
with the basies, information that is obvious and not so obvious,
and a potted history of SFe.
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Re the Globe sign. I think the BSFi should not buy it for two
reasons. One, what would the BSI'A do with it, where would it be
kgpt, etcyetc. Two, soms other SF group ig bound to buy it so the
sign will not be lost for posterity. l

((Grahams LOC was culled from a letter he sent me. In the letter he
also agreed to make the SF Fil News a regular feature, for which
we're very grateful. Thanks a lot, Graham.))

ROBERT JACKSON, 21 Lyndhurst Rd, Benton, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1Z29NT

Onne or two comments on Keith's fanzine reviews. I don't think
Keith''s been' reading his' fanzines very ‘hard recently.

Firstly, and least importantly, his statement that my GOBLIN'S
GROTTO 2 colunn is "on medical school shenanigans". He doesn't even
notice that the shenanigans described take place in a hospital not
a medical 'school. Rather different. Also, the shenanigans were not
the point of the article; the article examined the contrasts hetweent
(a) medical thinking arn’ fannish thinking, and (b) and more imporiantly,
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