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In and Out

New & Rejoined Members
Ale~ander,Mike

Alkin,Julie
Campbell, Ken
Cleden,David:26SlanlooDri~e,Fleel,

Hampshire GU 13 8EB
Fairbrother, Pal: 18 Blake Road, Bounds G=n,
Lo-ndonNl12AE
Garrell,Pele
Hardc3Slle, Brid,lJCI
tlofmann, Malllllas: KircllberRslr.14.D·7800
FreiburR,Gennany
HO)l.itanh, Neil J: 18 Sianmore Lane, WincllCsler
S0224AJ
Irish SFASSlXialioo:.m Beverly {)(lwns,
Knocklyon Road, Templwitue. Dublin 16
Jcr~is, Roben: PO Bo~ :'i89. Henley on Klin 1962,
Trans~aal. RcpublicofSoulh Africa
Marzi,Jur,ll.enG
McVeill:h, Ke~in: 37 Firs Road, Milnlhorpe,
Cumbria LA7 7QF
Mowbray,Sle~e

Nichols, Phil: 57 Granll:e Road. Wesl Bromwich,
WeSlMidlandsB708PB
Price, Humpllrey: Hodder & SIOUithlOn, 47
Bedford Square, Londoo WCl B 3DI'
Recklenwald, Thomas: LindenSlr, I L DW-6630
Saariouis2,Germany
Roben,Da~eM

Ryder. Brendan: 30 Beverly Downs, Knocklyon
Road, TemplWll:ue, Dublin 16
Sansom,Clare
Smilh, Gus
Siewan, Manin
Travares, BraulioF
Thomsen, John T: Suandby Kirke~ej 126, 670:'i
EsbjerJi:,Denmark
Warringlon,Freda

Changes of Address
Bird, Colin:144 Do~er Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IPJ
8JJ
Bowerinj!, Fl'lI.nk: 67 BUllon Road, Weymoulh.
Dorsel DT49PL
Blakey. Ronald: 4 Union Slreel, Greenock PAI6
8JH
Clar1:.,Ni,ll.el:8Joyner Cl(BldJi:.II),
Lawrence~iIle,New Jersey 08648, USA
Coates, Chris J: 18 Ballykei)l.le Road, Comber,
Newlownards BT23 SSD
Cullum, lknediCI S: 21 Worsley Gro~e,

Le~enshulme, Manchesler M 19 3AF
Dabom, Tim: 39 Green Lane, Farnham, Surrey
GU98QD
DowlinJ!-Hussey. Tara: 29 Thornville Road,
LeedsLS6lJY
Errin,l:lOn, Sleven J: 43 Blackfrian Coun,
Newcaslle upon Tyne NEI 4XB
Feely, Manin: 90 Ramslaple Road, Harold Hill,
Romford, Essex RM3 7TH
FerJi:uson. Tommy: F1al I. 16 Wellesley Rood,
Belfast B1'9 600
Gillon. Da~id: 41 Annada Way, Chalham, Kenl
ME46PH
Gosnell. David: 7A Kelvin Parade, Orpinll:lon.
KenlBR68BS
Hicks, David A: 27 St John's Road, Winebester,
Hampshire S023 8HQ
Jackson, Gary
Kilwonh,Garry
May, Jon: Medical Research Council Applied
Psychololl:Y Unit, 15 Chaucer Road, Cambridlte
CB22EF
McCann, Mark: Fla14, 37 UlsleNille A~e. BelfaS!
9
McGee, Brian: 3 Ashley A~e, Belfa.~l B19 7BT
Oldr,eld, lanP: 13 Sprin,ll. Ave, E,lI.ham, Surrey
TW209PJ
PickersJi:ill, Gre,ll.: 3 Belhany Row, Narbenh Road,
Ha~erfordwesl, Dyfed SH61 2XG
Plummer. Mark: 14 Northwood Road, Croydon,
SurreyCR06JE
Pol1s,MartinT:61IvycroftRoad. Warton, near
Tamworth, Siaffs. B79 OJJ
Prinitle. David W: 217 PreslOll Dri~e. Bri,ll.hlOn
BNI6FL
Sourbul. Elizabelh: 9 BishophillJunior, York
Y011EN
SperlCcr, Phil: RafnesCily, PO Bo~ 1:'i86,
Singapore9117

Sleel. Jim: 141 Lanllside Road, Go~anhill,
GlasJi:owG428JX
Slone, Mike W: I J Sprin,ll. Close, King's Lynn,
Norfolk PEJO 3ED
Traish, Barry: 18 Delph Moun!, Leeds LS6 2HS
Ward, Edward J: 7 Queens Mansio-ns. Marine
Parade. Easlboume, BN21 3DX
Wilson, Martin: clo Vanbru,ll.h Collc)l.e, Uni~. of
York, Heslinglon, York YOI 5DD

Jeff. Hill. Slephen. Hudson, Kim T. In,l:lis, Jamje.
Jones, Tim. Kirk, Tim. Lake, Ken R. Leij!hlon,
Andrew M. Mair, Ann M. McAllister, Janct S
McCammick, Lawrence A. McKay, Samuel.

~:~~:~P~~SF~·S~~~~~IS~erWe~~\r,;i~ersilY.
Moran, Jo-n P. MorJi:an, Robert B. Newbury,
Darren. Nurse, Cecil E. Pearson, Michael. Pelers,
John M. Peylo-n, Ro,ll.. Pickles, Lorraine. Ramsey,
Keitll M. Ray, Phillip. Rolfe. Nick. Rowe, Pamela.
RU~lI, Simon. RHBNC ~F SOC (IFlS). Sran,
Anua.Sharam, Rayesh,SlIIlllelon.John,Sleel.
James, Texas A&M Uni~ersily. Tomkins, Mrs C
L. Tunle. Lisa. Walkey, Garry. Warped:
Universily of MancheSler SFIFSociely. Welch,
John W.Wllileman, Andrew B. Wilkinson,
Bridget. Williams, Gavin M,

Determinants

Onespeciallrealforme,lhouJi:h more rouline for
Sieve, is 10 110 10 the Uni~ersily and explore llle
Net Wilh the ele<:tronic bullelin boards, we can
lalk (in wrilinll) 10 people all o~er the world and
swap SF ideas and can, iflllerecipiems happen 10
be swilched on and wiliinJi:, Ji:el an immediale
response, From Israel. China, Ihe Slales, even
London. Gj~en the immense ranJi:e of people wilh
access 10 work compUlers, sufficienlly po....erful
home compulers or who iusl know wllere lhe ~ery

few public acceilS areas are, tile breadlh of
COIl~ersalion is infinile. So, 10,l:ically, I
concemraleon Science Ficlion.

Somelimes a query slarts off a wllole thread of
answers, like Ille query on post-hoiocausl SF,
which is menlioned after tile Infonnalion Ser~ice

anicle: sometimes Ille conversation seems lohursl
inlO life because of some deeply fell oUlbursl on
hard SF, for example, There's news on Ihe Nel,
detailS of inlereslinJi: si,l:ninits, new books, whal
lhe aUlllors say and lhere's quill' a lot on media,
like Ille inconsislencie5 of Back 10 Ihe Future.
Thelypical Nelperson, ifsucll an animal could or
should exisl, spends perhaps lWO Ilours ~ da)' on
lhe Nel minimum. looking forlheirspeclalmclle
of inleresl, or folJowin,l: a 10pic of con~ersalion,

conlribuling, pro~oking and responding.

The fascinalion of Ille Nel in many way~ is Illal
lhere are so many people inlereSled in Science
Fietio-n, really and all 100 willin,ll. 10 pUI Illeir
~iewpoints forward, They are nOl fans, allhou,ll.1l
lhey miltlllJi:oloCon~enlions,si,l:ninits or parties,
lhedifferencebein,ll.lllalllleywouldll:Olosccllle
aUlhorscooccmed,lOask aboUI fUlure plans and
diSl;USS Ille aUlhor's works. Access to the Net is
limiled for me. I, oflen ha~e 10 respond by lhe
aplly named "SnaIl Mail"' {nOi Ihal the GPO call II
Ihal). The Nel,lhouj!h, isa keynote forillis issue
and I'd apprecialesome feedback on wllelher you
all Ihink il should be a rel!ular fealureor jusl an
occasionallil-bil,

Nexl issue will be 0111 in plenly of lime for
liallowe·en. so we will be swinl!:inll: our focus
lowards Horror and Dark Fanlasy. We'd be
inleresled 10 hear aboul Ihe HlDF story Illat Ilad

~si~eJ];~\~ J~FA~Sn~:::~ you think lhe Iotenre
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News

From: Mi,Rucl Barcelo. David Garncu. ChuQ von Rospach. Pam Wells. Simon
Bisson. M Micha.el Allen. Mark L SUlek pole. Rich Jacobi. Jamie bwinski,
Ken Lake. WilHam SPilnlOn, Julian SIO;l>Qv. Jnsica Yales. JerTy PoI.Irndle &
Ouo Tennant. Allen Harbinson. Ollie Cary. Kev McYeill.h. Roelof Goudriaan.
Pilul Hero)', Sam Hill Cabal. Fiona Webster. Poul Maloney arnJ your editors.

Clarke Award to Synners
'The 1992 Arthur C Clarke Award Ceremony look pla~ at lhe Minchead Space
A,Re Festival on Saturday 181h July. In a chanjl:c (0 lhe usual procedure. lhe
award was presented by Anllur C Clarke 10 a representative of Ihe winner. Pal
Cadi,llan, whOlhoen read (approprialely enoull.lll a faJ( sent across lhe Atlantic
via synchronous s.alellilc ((See also Simon Bisson'!i repon below)

"Electronic" Hugos
AU seven stories nominated for Ihis year's !loon 11(01)' HUjlo award were made
available 10 lhe Jl'Ublic ,'1<1 an electronic reposilOl1'. In an unprecedented move.
alisloriesareavailableinoneplacepriorlolhecloseofbal101in,R,freefor
per.>onaluseonly.

One reason for doin.R this is 10 measure the inleresl in lheele:ctronic publishin9;
ofSF··cyberbooks·.AI11he ....rilershaveco-opcnledinlhisvenlUre.nalurally
....ilh lhe hope lhal readers ....iIl VOle for lheir slories. Votin.R for the HUj!:o is
nonnally quite li.Rhl and even one vote can make a difference. For e~ample, at
the: 1990 Hu.Ros. five votes made thcdiffercncebet.....cc:n winnin.R and second
place on lhe short story Hugo.

In a parallel voce. non·members of the Orlando Worldcon have been vOlin.R
(electronically) on lhe same shortlist. It will be intereslin.R 10 compare the
resullS.

Dedication of Hoyle Statue
A SI<lIUC of Sir Fred Hoyle, founder of the oriji:inal Instilute of Theoretical
Astronomy (and no mean SFauthorJ.....as placed in the 9;rounds of the Inslilute
of Altronomy. Cambrid9;e. and dedicaled on July 18. 1992. Allhou.Rh the
~remony was informal, Martin Rcc:s. Hermann Bondi. Mar9;arel Burbidjl;e and
Jayanl Narlikar were scheduled 10 speak, Wilh John Faulkner as MC.

Publishing information
In September. Millenium is due to lauoch its SF line. Orion. with Flu Upon II"
Onp. ....hich should be 9;ellin9; heavy promotion. followed by a massive reo
issue of Michael Moorcock books (eilher in Seplember or November). From
November onwards. lhey're due to begin regular publication of new SF.

Flaminji:o is an imprinl of Fonlana paperbacks (pan of the ~larpcrColiins

publishinx Ilroup). Heavy promotion is planned includinji: media advertisin.R
and lhematic promotions. Geoff Ryman's Wus... is scheduled for April 1993
and the complete slocklist includes new cover reprinls ofJ G Ballard'slf"l/"
Anr"'icu. Crull., Vt"nW" Hunl"'s. HIRh Ris". Th" Unlinril"d Or"um Com{lUny.
to"' Fly;nR Ain'TUft and Cnn(:ult" Islw,d. plus Alan Garner's R"J Shift. M John
Harrison's Climb",s, Salman Rushdie'l Grimus. William BurrOU9;h's Nu*t"J
Ulnd, and FrijofCapra's Th" Tun ,,/Phy.fieJ.

Also on the paperback front. look out for Freda Warrinjl;lOn'S enjoyable
fanlasies A 81udhirJ in Am""r and A 81,,"*llird in T"'i!i/{III cominjl; from New
Enji:lish Library in Oclober (£4.99 each). followed by Joe Haldeman's Wf"ldJ
and W"rld,. Afl<Jrl also from NEL. btlt in Novembe' (£4.99 each). Plwu Ooubl
is lhe NEL Piers Anlhony paperback of lhe monlh (November £4.99) and
....alch oul for Karen Joy Fo.... ler'1i Slmlli Cwwr"o' cominJi: from Sceplre in
Novembcr. a supcrb read al £5.99.

Headlinc'spapcrbackslocklisl istopped ....ith Novacon Guest of Honour Stoon
Conlilantine's Hrrm"I",·II. plus Dan Simmons' '!>'""ri"n. Tltr FilII "t JI)'""rion
and Plla.<r,f tif Gra,·itv. Other SF includes Charles Sheffield's 8rt"'''''n Ih"
SI",/';".I 0/ NiRlt1 and Tit<' Nimrod HI/III, Mike McQuay's Tit" N,x/lS and
Mt"nl()rirs.Bl1IdSlrickland·sM'HJnOrt"anrsandFrederickFichrnan·sSt"ri.

Lillie. Brown and Wamer lay j(real emphasis on ima,2inative horror wilh
Ramsey Campbell in November· Unn",,,,' FI""ql/rl (£13.99 hb lillie:. Bro....n).
Cmml "'~I""f/I tWamer, £4.99 pb) and ne .... edilions of both Ineurmm and
Oh,,,,uirJn (boIh cominll. from lillie. Bro....n al £13.99). Whitley Slriebcr's Tltr
Wild comes in paperback from Warner in AUji:ust while Roben Holdstock's Tit,
frtd, follows in Seplember. Later on. Jonalhan Kellerman's Of>'iI's Wull!
appears in yarious rom\ills(£14.99 hb. f.7.99Croonal.f.4.99pb)andSlephen
Kinj['s O"r/o; To",,, J: TIr" WU.ltf Lalld., comes in paperback for lhe Chrislmas
run·up, loxelher ....ilh Christopher Fo.... ler's SI",r""" KII;"".' and Graham
M~tenon's Til' H~'''JII, after hich everyone ....ill be in a suitable mood for
Chumnali and/or Su ls.aac Ne lon·1i birthday.

Pan mourns the dealh of ls.aac Asimov wilh lhe /IIlblkalion of lWO
AsimovlSilverhcrll collaborations in November: Nilllltj"n is an e~paR!ion of
lhe orij[inal lihon story about darkness comillj[ 10 a muhi-sunrKd planet.
Sociely will break do .... n completely. faced ....ith its flnit ever niJi:htfall. The
scienlislsfrnd themselves foced into a reluctanl alliance with l1Ie AJIOStlesof
Flame ·hard. classic SF. Cllil<1o{Ti"I<' tan c~pansion of "The URly Lillie Boy")
is aboUl Timmie. a Neanderthal child broughl forward in lime and laught 10

survive in a lal>envlronmem beforebeinJi: left 10 fend for himsctfin lhe modern
day worldwl1hthchelp only or one scienlist.Edilh.

William Gibson and Dennis Ashbauj(h have produced AlIril'f1'U:" 8",,/i of II",
O,ad. It takes lhe teml "limited edition" 10 e"lreme:s as the Dennis A"hbaujl.h
illuslrationsponray DNA finj!.erprinls and spookily abSlraCl representations of
computer viruses. The!iC elehin,2s will fade Wllhin an hour of leavinj! the bo".
to hc replaced by a difrerenl piclure thaI fades indayli. lobe replaced... Wi lIiam
Gibson'sle"tisonanencloscddisk .... hichis .... iped afterbeinj! read once (and
lhe allached soft ....are preventli it beinji: copied also). The publisher. Kevin
Bc.Ros. Jr. considers il 10 be a"a punle and achallen,ll:e that promises to.end
odd resonances echoin,2 throuj[h lhe rKural palhways". Dependinj! on thc
versioo,lhe Il\nge of prices is from S450 10 S7500.

Another shock mi9;hl be provided by the new Varley book SI",/8",,(1I which
has a hook in theopenin9; semence, ""rn fivc ycars. lhe penis ,,"'ill be obsolete"
the salesman said:

Circlel~ssilianc.... indepcndenlpublisherorerolieSFandt>osle,IJreadinj!
at Gayll1icon in Philadelphia in July. Cecilia M Tan and Lauren Bu,~a taulhor
or MATE: ItndMou S/O"<'.I Fmm rllt" Emfil' EdR' o/SFIF"nlll.H} aUloj!raphed
books. More delails from Ihe Circlel ~ss at PO Bo~ 15143. Boslon, MA
02215. USA.

New Books
Adams. Dou9;las: TII~ Hil,.h/,,'ku O",,,ibu.f ,Pan !lb. Oclober). All four CUll
books in one voll/me suilably Ihick for the mosl overloaded .RalaClic lt1lveller
Anlhony, Piers: Fruclill Mod' {Harpe-rCollins Seplember £14.99). This
continues lhe cliffhanjter from Virll/ul Moo,,: would·be lovers Colene and
Darius break free from another dan9;erous realily. mcc:1 some inlrij!uinji:
characlers, Anjl:u!. the amazinj! n~in,ll ,lIianl. for e~ample and (presumably)
preparelhemselvesforlhene~tin lheseries.
BUlcr. Slt:phen: Ti"",Ii*, In/inil)' (HarperCollins December £14.99). Humans
altern", 10 overcome lheir On dominalors by foilinx lhe invasion bcfo~ il
slarted, thanks 10 the arrival of a spaceship launched rome I~OO years
previously.
Constanline.Storm: 8ur"o'inRlhrSllad,,"'(HeadHne Augusl£4.99). A fanlaslic
re·invenlionoflhevampiremylh
DelarKY, SamlU'I R: OlralRr~n (Grafton AUjl;ust £5.99). Slylish and very lon,ll
novel, somelimes described as "Joycean·. bUl powerful and inlensely readable.
Dick. Philip K: AM,,:, nf Ormh (Grafton AUjl;USl £3.99). Of eourse. this is a
reprint, ralher Ihan a new. never before published work. bUl lhe lhemes Dick
confronls llI'e slandard and relevanl. Fay Weldon allJlarenllydescrit>cs him as
her literary hero. Also Tllr Tllr" Slix"",ru ,,/ Pulm'" Eldril"h tGrafton AUIlUlil
0.99). AOOIller rellfint. 001. a,lllin. OTIC which could well repay rereadin,ll.
Donaldson. Slephen: Tht" Gup imn PO"'''': A 011'* and H"nlln' G"d ....i.fU
(HarperColiins November £14.99 hb). The third volume: in lhe "Gup" series.
Nick Succorso reaches lhe infamous bootlejt shipyard of Thanalos Minor to
find lhe Amnion aliens waitin,ll for paymenl. An uplosive confrontation is
pcndinjl;.
Eddinjl;s. David: Onmn of Firr (HarperCollins September £14.99). Book I of
·TM Tamuli". another series which follo....s on from "Tit, EI,,,ium·. btlt is set a
few years later. Spa/ha ....k and Ehlana hoped 10 live happily after lheir
rnarri~e,bullhereillroubleinlhecast.orperhapslheweSI.

Farris, John: Fi"nds(Grafton AUjtust E4.50).lntereslin9; horror. thouj[h rather
obvious. The world lhou9;ht Arne Horsfall was just one more ct1lzy old man
and mosl of tile time: he hoped they were riji:hl. UnronunatelY.llley weren'l.
Feist, Raymond E: Tit<' KinR's 8u,e-un"r (HarperColiins December £14.99).
Sel in the same world as lhe ·Rifl"'IIr· series. Amos. lhe Kin,ll's Buccaneer of
thelille needstosavealllhebeauliful ....ome:nofCrydee (iocludinJi: the lovely
Mar9;arel)wilhout sacrificinji: control of The Lifeslone.
FOSler. Alan Dean: COuR"'Sfl<JU (Orbil November £13.99 hb, £4.99pbl.
Gardner. CraiJi: Shaw: TIJ, Cin<"'uu Cl'd, OmnibuJ (Headline AU.u;USl £5.(9).
This comprises 8ridt "r lilt Sli",,, MOnSlfT, SIII\'ts of 11r, \'"Icu"" Gad and
R""J11l' ,,/111, Fluffy 8'mnin, my favourite bein9; the middle one, especially as
it is recommended by a Quote from Pa""rlxKk InJ,,,,n to the effect that it
·succcssfutlyrecre&lt:stheB·movieconventionsof'he·40sand·50sandfilteIS
lhemlhrou.u;h'90seyeswitharfection·.
Harbinson, W A: Orrum Maur (Walker & Co.• Ne.... yurt. September).
Already worried by lhe ozone layer depletion. a US Airborne Antarclic
Expediliondiscovenlhat pollution is nOl. for oncc. 10 blamc, A combination of
romilnce, SF, politic$.IIorror. occult and it isdescrihcd as beinj[·a
me:smcrizin,llrtad",
HoldslOCk. Roben: Tit" ClllMdrul (Graflon April 1993). This is a new novel in
the·MrtIruR" W'HIU cycle.
Jones. Jenny: Un lind FIII"".1 (Headline July £15.99 hb. £8.99pb). Volume 3
of lhc ·FliRlir TIl'''' Fiu· series. Now Ihat Eleanor is reunited wilh her lover,
there are difficullies like him bein9; married to another. Ahhou,llh she no ....
....anlS 10 relurn to En,ll:land. the Sun and Moon {lhe lies and names) arc not
prepared torree her.
Joyee, Graham: Our! Si.IIU (Headline November £15.99 hb). A novel of lhe
occult ....hichslanswilhMaj(ltieSlanlonaliemplinJi:IOCurcherchildren·sminor
ailmenlS .... ilh ·herbal" fl'medies· bUllhese are Ma,ll.Rie's first unwininj! lessons
in ....itchcraft ...
Kay, Guy Gavriel: A S""1I Jor Arf>"",.r {HarperColtins Oclober £14.99). New
ranlasyconcerninj! Arbonne.a lush land of love and music aboUI 100C in varied
by barbaric nonhem hordes.
Kennealy.Patricia: Til' ThnJllr "fSnJllr tGrafton. July (4.99),
Kennedy. Paul: PU(I</I-illRI,,, Iht" T...·t"IlI,··Fir.fl C,m",,' (HarperColhn.<; Snrml!"
1993 (20). To the Queslion "Is hislOry'S aji:cless !lOry of ~ha,,~,· anJ
developmenl going to bring us funher massive namples uf ."n",.'''' an,t
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losers?W. Kennedy's emphatic answer is in the: ammulli~ with detailed
analylesilldulmples.
MC'Gralh &: Morrow. Bradford: TIw P,,-,w,w 6,,,/1. 'f Ill" Nt., GOiltic (Picador
October). This antholOjty aims 10 wdisSttl the human condition and the hell we
hIve contributed for ourselves· with conuib\ltions from Anlcla Cam:r. Mani"
Amil. f'tler SU:lub. Jeanetlt Wi",erson and many morC'.
McI.~ish: NNmbn (Flam,njl:O November). M.lIlhmlatical history from anciem
civiliu.llOtll 10 the compurer. from Mayan calf;ndll1 10 the pocket compute•.
HUJe promotion includ,n. brJ-1: ~vcnisjn. In lhe national press and bolh
~ft!'rallndumvenily ma,:uines.
May. Jllhan: B/rlfJd Trdl,,,," (HarperCoIlIl\lI AlllI:~ (1;4.99). 5ecluel 10 Blad
Trrllu."" WiUl rantasy it all(leilfS lh.ll no ont cln live lu.ppily after nwriage.
If,ast of .11 AnI~1 and her husband. The pegls of the Trillium milS! be
IUonc,lcd Of ll!e world will yel ajlEJJ.n bealrisl.
Resnkk. Mite: Ed.: A.I'trnull' KrnnrJ)", (TOf 54.99). Twenty five speculaliocu
by I_oly leven lult!o:>n ,nclu..:""!! Krisune Kathryn RUKh on an .lIernalC:
Roben Fill~t1l1d Kennedy, Judith Tan's "1'tlem Old Hy<IInnis 81Ul:s~ with the
four Kennedy brOlhe~ as the world's bluest rock sensation and Martha
Soukup's "Rosemary's lI",in' which shows how crUCIal a few millirnelrn are
where a btllin and an allemale world an: concerned. Arier Mike Resnick's
introduction,there is a poem by Jane Yolen, 'Camelot Redu~ or, Jack Kennedy
S~n as.n AllernatinJl: Currenl". Resnick says in his inlroduction thaI he
sUJl:Jl:e~lcd Illat if Jane Yolen didn'l ha~e time to wrile a story, lIe'd sellie for a
roocm (wllicll has all sons of sini~ter implications for his opinion of rooclS).
Robinson, Kim Sianley: R~u Mur" (HarpcrCollins Seplember £14.99). Mass
landlA,lton Mall in 2027 by enJl:ineers and scient isIs hopin..: 10lransfonn Mars
inlO' new Elkn. First ofa lriloJl:Y spanninJl: lhe fim two lIundn:d yeall of
ManianllistOl')'.
SilverberJl:. R~n: Ki"kU"nr$ o(/h, Wul/lHaftlC'rCollins Selllem!le' £14.99). A
mi~ed Jl:fOUP of younjl hopefuls aim to sc.le tile immensely high mountain/s
called Kosa SUjl,A novel of discovery in all scnses,
Sul1on, Da~ld &: Jones. Slepllen: DurA I'mf"f's 01 (Pan oriJl:inal, October). NUl
inlheHOfTOranlholoJl:yscriesincludinJl:aUlhorslikeC1'lrislopherFowler.John
Brunner. Slephen Galillher. G",ham Newman and Peler Jamei.
WlmnJl:tOR. Freda: A TuMr of BI"...I w"..' (Pan orijlinal, Octobe'). Vampires
!ieCm 10 be na~our of the: monlh. Karl. however, wishes 10 be frtt from his
\'amprre Lord and 10 vivid coonterpoilll 10 the wlSleland of World War !. tIIis
means finll andterrifyin,lconnict.
Williams. WIlier Jon: Du.... ,(Awnr""", (Graflon. July '4.99).
Wood. Brid,lel:: TM LtJJ' Pmtcr (Hadline AU,lu$I £S.99I. Al'l(lIher fiTS! fanllsy
novel evoldn,l the usua.l Oltic myths and In attempl 10 save In:land II the hour
ofherlrelle$l~d.Onecouldbecynicalaboutthis.

SF Scene
On Salurday AUI1:ll.st 1.5 (ho(lefully .rier you ha.ve r«ei~ed lhe BSFA
mailin,l). Forbt6den Planet will be holdinlt a si,lnin,lto launtll tbe Gollancz
Inlholoti:ies Hr.... W",.kh 1 (edited by David Garnett) Ind ,,, Orrullli (<<Iited by
Paul J McAuley and Kim Newman). Al Ieasl I_nty of the contributOl'1 IR:
upecled 10 be thefC'. at lhe refurbished Cafe MUl\Chen near TOltenham Coon
Rood lubeltation. Al_1I as the «IitOl'1, these illCludt:

Brian Aldin, Barrinltton Bayley, Slephen Ba~ter, Jim Bums, Jack Deighlon,
ChriSlopher Fowler, Colin Greenland, Peter F Hamillon, Simon 1nllS, Graham
Joyce, Dave LanJl:ford, Ian McDonald, ran R Macleod. Charles Shaar MUrTllY,
Michael Mool"(ock. Alastair Reynolds, Nicllolas Royle. Lisa TunIc. Ian
Watson,

Apparenlly N'M' W"rld,f J is already in llle pipc:line and will fealure Jolin
Clule's assc5Sment of tile SFnovclsof 1991.

Arlhur C Clarkt is quoted as recommendinlt a terrafOl'lllinJl: 1If000mm for llie
Commodore Amijla ~ from VinuIJ Re.lily in California 10 show lhe
POSsibilir,es of a Jransformed Mars. Olympus Mons could hive pine trees
planledon IIIe summit in a thousand years'time: it could be SUlTOUnd«I by In
oce.n ." he lays llul "everythinlt you nud is on Man~. More: usily accessible
is "1'tle Fanlaslic ~h..<.c:~•• fanzine essay he WfO(C in IIIe 1930'1 on SF poetry.
pl~ a pcrem as eump!e· available for £1 from Sle~e Sneyd II Hilliop Prtss. 4
NO_II Place. AlmondbuT)'. West. Yorkshire HD5 SPB.

Ii.atllarin.t Kttr"'asan avid basoeNli fan unlll,llvcn.f.ntaliyrole-pl.ying
.lime 10 1979. ThaI "'IS the §lart of IOrJlCtlllng bi,l: ,taming anicks. Itamin,l
modules and now the DevefT)' Sl1Iuencc of ....hich $" novels relaunl[ • journey
throultll lhe mystenous western lands Iuvt b«n l)Ubhshed. SUlXeU hasn~

spotledher,llowt'ver:liheha$"',iI1C11lcod·acllkmlCdt(COI'1)st~ionofbe'

0..-11 mylhos In lhe: INrody iSliue of ~OtherRealms".

Brian Aldiu sa,d apropos of Bury "'~'lIrur,UI WII S",,,Ju thai he could never
"'lItean IUlobiOIl,ap/ly: 'ilwoold be 100 ,ncrediblysad. Whylhould I burden
OIhcrs, my family for mstance. ,n whICh lllet such happy s&ore - willlihe
m,scry I undc.....'ent for countless yea15? Llfe·S.lriumphofho(le and biolO,lical
IIal'lPlness over ad"elSily, form "'hlClI most people suff"" in thei, mosI
yulnerahleyears,We·resoCoora~ou5Inoursorro.... s.sooulraJl:eousinour
pleasures".

Hrian Thomsen IS IcavinJl: Qucslar for TSR. where he ",ill be e~eculive edilo,
in charlte oftlleir hook lineSlaninjlAultustlU,ln 1993,tK: will conlfol all TSR
boo~s. includinll a planned SO% Increase in tUles. Clluq von Rospacll
comments lharallhoulllI he kno",s Brian only by rcpulalion. lie "can'j .'lCe lIim
11I0vinll 10 TSH iU~1 10 lum oul SUlk more Grfl'hUl"t'1I and FOrfultt'n Rrulms
~IUrr'

Jotln Ktunn.tr reporuthal he has. novel nearly finishcdand.notherin mind
that he anlicipates •....ill do _ll~. though he would wekome tbe ehante 10
wrile some _.fl(1ion for a change. Howcver Thr Slwrp Ln<H. Up made il inlo
• good rettnl referena: 10 horror, Uorr",.· 100 Brlr Boob ediled by Slephen
Jones .nd Kim NC\I>·man. Jolln Brunner is ,n good c:ompany Such ali
Christopher MarIo_, JO§Cph Conlad.. Jolln Sk,pp (of Skipp &: Spc:aor) did lhe
wrice·uponBrunner.

Flflkrik Pobl writes thai ~SF is the very literature of chanl[e. In f;[ICI. il's lhe
only weh lilC1'llUfe we have: and IS such il really deservn to have 'IS own,
unshar«l instiluf:iom~ • and he'd have prdernd tbe SFWA to ltay SF in
conlent. ratber lhan admininlt FanllJy llIIhors Ind convcninl[ to be,nlt the
SFFWA.

Onon Srotl Card's nc~1 book Uul BllYI ....ill be l)Ublished by HarperCoilins in
Oclober, TIllS is C.rd's fin! mainstream release. Cull of£Urllt is also slated fo'
publlcltion in 1992 -- thai is lhe Sl1Iuel to T1tr Mr-.ry of £Urllt. Orson Scott
C.rd seems to be planninlt 6 bookl in the A"'i" Mdrr scrie1 Anyway. his
edilor" Tor says lhattlle book currently beinlt wriuen is aboul ChriSIOClher
Columbus (pub. probably9J·94) Ind .rie' tha.t will corne a 5equel to XrN'" .dr
(pub.probably"94·9~l.boIl1hardbacuwilhpaperbackslyelforliOlaler.

Jury Pourntllc ltaleli tllathe and LIft)' Niven lIa~e just fmished wriling "'TIle
Moal around God's Eye'. It will be called Tltr Grippink ffundand published by
Simon & Scllusler.

Grallim JoYCt has moved from Pan to Headline and his second novel. Dark
Si."t'r will appear in No~ember (see new hooks). IJ appears tllat lie was in Itrut
demand and Headline's offer intluded I IWO book deal witll hardbaCk
publicltion and a more 'liupporti~e financill arr.ngement· lhan Pin proposed.

Gordon Dick§On wrote to 'SF Chronicle' to e~plain a necessary correction in
the wolrs name in Thr Orukon Knlflt/. new sequel to TM OrUflo" und Thr
GtfNflr, Basically il is a necessary cOfTCCIion, rathetlhan. misprinl or lypo,
slllCe Gordon Dickson is meliculous lbout hIli relic:i«:h and had eil«ked how I
wolf woold pronou~ the name of this panicular chancier wilh Or HafT)'
Frank. Mkhi.lln's Iudinlt lupine reKa«:h upert. Tk wolf in quesrion is, of
COUlIIC. "Aarjtll- (wolf langlllRe for Ibis IC'rrilory is mine!-) and it will liso
feature in lhc new book TAr 011lfl,m (JIt rltr Bortkr and the fonhcominlt Sir
D11IflfMlIlWlIr.

Unula K LeGuin found ller ne........ord proces.sor challenltin,llo write poetry
on:lilisJ·likehandlin,lsoftclay.chan,lin,litwilhyourfi~playin,l....ilhit.
II .llows I diffemll kind of pllY. llIat's~ Buf: ....hen yoo comr ri,llll do....n
toil,ldOf\),1ivcahlAJwhatlwriteon.solongaslcanwnle.lfilhadlol:lea
pi«<e of stone and a chise:l. I would be hard II il. chip. whack. chip".

Mick Ja~r. who sured in Frrr/U'" was once a SF addiCl and spend lI1Of\"
Saturday mornings II the cinema seeinlt really Nd SF lTIOvies, Despite (Of
bccauseoftllis). he is a. Rreal believer in the po'II'1:rof film and says "the
borders of ri!ef<\Cy have been ",idtncd by the cinema beeause: yoo cln lum a
boolr. into. film atld lihow il in countnes wilen: very few people read'.

WA Harbin§On's latest book Drru," Mdrr (September 1992, Wilker &.
COmlNny) lies in .ppropriately ",ilh the cum:nt US obscssion with lhe ozone
I.yer hole. Colin Wilson described him IS '1 combination of HG Wells .nd
Frederick Forsyth' beea.use he mi~es SF, occull, politics and adult human
drama.lnalOlllchanjl.cofRenre,lIeiseumn,ly workinjlonabioj\raphynf
Kl.usand Nat.ssia KinskL

O.Vt l..anltford. maliter of recycled prose. is now producinJl: a monthly re­
markeofhisvilegossip·slleetAn.liblr(orniuinltlhelTlOfCsalaeiousbil$aboUl
lhe 8SFA) as an In/rr:of!t' column mYlteriously called "Ansible Unk". He is
thinkinltofpoubtishinltUinte nobody elliC will) I complele edilion of his 100­
odd f.bled revie.... pages from Wlti/.. OM'Ur[. GM and GMI magazines.

Sally Ann Mtlil's piece 0l"I Anj1ell Caner is 10 be translakd into Frenth for
"1'tle Yellow Submarine', BSFA wmers are in demand on the Continent: we
have becn asked if Mutrix columnisu I.n Mundell and Ben Whanon m~hl

.11ow some oflOO, work. to be translated into German also.

O...t Barrtll'$ anlholOl[y Ol~i,ul Orrums IIu Ill.SI been tralIlilaled into Hebre....
.nd one of his Slories is 10 appear in an InlholQJY in RIf$$ia. He also IIu lhtee
books comin,l out in 1M neJ.1 coople of montlls, I>OfWe strictly SF. bul all
inle~lnlfOfreadtrsoflheOCC"ulL.

Ttrrll'ratchdl docsn'l(fortunately).pproveofbeinj1over·merchand,scd·
he says he would rather informally su~ COIlalte ind1,l$lrle$ than let IIOfTIC big
COl"lCCrn screw lround witll his wens, T1lcu IR: Di5cworld models Ind
chaf'lC1Cra I~ailable from C1an:cnri De:si,lOl. WooIpit. Bury SI Edmunds.
Suffolk IPJO 9SH Ind lbe Oclarine I·shins showinlt Dealh. complele with hood
and scytlle ssyinlt lhal he could murder. cufT)'lIl"e,lfU.l (Octarine. rill' sociely
for the promotion of SF humour, can be conllC1ed II 12 Criell Avenue,
Llulwver, Derby DE] 6ESl. Pcople WhO read his books in delail can sPot
several inconsistencies, forellmplc tile number of eyes tllat Grttbohas in
W", Itrs Ahmud or Ihat Rince....ind asu whal • smell is in T"hr uflltl FU~/lmir
Ind is told by Twonower whO ",as earlier described as IIavinlt 'no sense of
smell". Tecllnical dellils: Teft)' Pratchett o....ns lhe faslesl PC he could then
buy, Ill' writes willi Word~rfecI4.2 and UliCS a laptop "'~n lrnvetlin,lt: and he
doesn'l like windo",s or mice. (The allo~e infonnation from Jlle UliCnel
ne",sltroup "allJan.pmtcheU", one of whose mcmbers is a cenain lpr·lcll·u@
·k.c·.c·~. SonIC of lhe smaner contribulors ha~e begun 10 realise lhat if they



It
Clil inlO Terry Pralchcn'swrilinll:lirnelooseriollsly. lhere'li be less DiscWorld
Sluffloreacl...]

Slue Sneyd was lhe Wordsmith in Residence al Dcan ClouJl:h from May (0
AUjtUSllhis year and has been in Jl:reat demand at Ol:her literary cvcnlS in the
Yorkshire region.

Kim Sianley Robinson will have an c~haUSlinJl national (our (0 promote the
lim book of his Manian lril~y. R,d Mil'S in September. Dates IiO far
conlirmedare:

Wed.2~Sepl.: Dillons, ManchcSlcr
Thurs.24~pt.: WSICrstoncS. Princc:sSI. Edinburgh

Forbidden Planet. Edinbuflth
6.30pm John Smilhs. Glujtow

Friday 25 Sept.: 4.301lm Andromeda Birminllllam
Sat. 26 Sepl.: UlOpm ForbiddenPlancl.London

Plus he is also boolr:cd [0 talk to lhe Brum jtl"oup and Illhe BSFA meelinJ! (for
delails OI'llhis lallet, please ~e Kev McVeigh's "Empire Dreams" piece).

In lhe RrrJ Mar.' publicily pack. Robinson comments Ihal "There are a number
of Mars novels OUI recenlly or aboul lhe same time as R,d Mars (by Frederik
Pohl, Robert Forward, Jack Williamson, Ben Bova, Allen Steele, Paul
McAuley, Frederick Turner an.d laler Arthur C Clarke) - bUI lhese should not be
seen as competition "UU, bUIralherasa si,Rnofa,Rrealcollective inlcreSIin
Mars", R,d Mar,f, published by HarperCollins on Seplember 24 a1 £14.99 will
Jive lhe first inslalment of man's first 200 years of hislory on Mars, to be
followed by Gru" MurJ in 1993 and 81", Mur,f in 1994,

One sU,Rj(eslion on lhis sudden collective interesl in Mars came from Kim
Slanley Robinson himself who wrOie lhat "the hundreds of Martian stories
writren before Mariner and Vikinj( had been forced to portray invenled
~urfaces for lhe planel, so thai they were in essence slories about irna,Rinary
places, usin,R a real name. But after 1976, il became possible 10 Wl"ile aboul
Mars as il really is. This seemed 10 me a lruly wonderful opportunily". In an
anempl 10 visualise lhe landscape. he lravelled "'idelyandconlinues "'once I
visiled Meleor Craler in Ariwna and slood on lhe rim of thai beautiful an.d very
Manian place and renected lhal lhere ",ere hundreds of such craters on Mars:
and fOf a momenl I seemed 10 see "'hal lhe <;:raler "'ould look like when domed,
andholdingasmalllOwn ..:

Thai sU,Rj(eslion held lhe seeds of ambivalence, in lhal "if someone were 10
propose humidifyinj( lhe climale of lhe American Wesl. for inslInce, and
forestingall ilsbaredesens,l personally "'ould be offended; I would consider
lhal a desecralion, an insull 10 tile land's inlrinsk beauly and "'onh. Surely
lhere were people "'ho would feel the same aboul Mars, espedally after they
had lived there". This ambivalence could be brou,Rhl OUI in hischlfllclers who
may have opposinl\ beliefs, bUI can all be drawn sympalhetically and quile
genuinely.

Finally, ina liSlof IOthinl\S youdidn'l kno", abcHJl Mars, lhe most optimistic
was no. 10 where President Bush made a definile commilmenl 10 a Mars
mission in his 1989 speechsayin,R "11 is quile possible lhalIhefirst man on
Marshasalreadybeenbom",lfonlyilwouldnotbeoplimisliclosuggCSllhis..,

SF as a teaching aid
In an inlerview with Michael Cullen. Tony Kealinl\ t.\plained why Slephen
Kinj( and Bram Stoker were more relevant for sludyin,R literature than lane
Austen or Charles Dickens. He uses N,"' Worlds a lot "just 10 describe very
inlerestinj( and unusual thin,Rs 10 do with En,Rlish . because il is quite
innovalive "'hat is done in SF Ind horror"'. He doesn'l dispute lhat Slephen
Kin,R's chlfllcters can be seen as shallow, compared 10 Charles Dickens', bUI
arj(ucs lhal it doesn't really maner, because it is more importanl 10 choose
iOmelhinj( the kids find some relevance in - Tony Kealinj( looks forward to
when lhe comic medium is used an an imerface between Art and English, 10
e~ploillhe kids' visuallileracy.

Allernate Hisl0ry novels have been used in leachinj( senior US hij(h school
sludenls. They ltetlhekidstolhinkaboulhow a chanj(ein a sequcnceofevems
can lead 10 any number of repercussions, reports William Stanlon. Favourile
lilies include: RIY Bradbury's"A Sound of Thunder" which illuSlraleS cause
Ind effcct really clearly and Norman Spinrad's Th, Iron Dr'lln/ which shows
HillerasSFwriterandworksondifferentlevds.

Other Awards
The 1992 Canadian Nalional SF&F Awards (Aurora's) were a"'arded on JUAC
2S in Walerloo, Ontario and were given in len calegories. The "'inners were:

But l"on2 Work in t:nRlish: G"Id", FI",'f, Robert J Saw~er

nUl Short Work in F:lI£lish: lie belween "Breakin,R Ball" Michael Skeet and
"A Niche" Peter WallS
Knt Work in F:nRlish (OtherJ: "r;.f""er.< '" Grtl\';rv (I TV Onlario
production)
Meilleur line en francais: AiII,lIrJ n w, )"p"" Elisabelh Vonarbur,ll;
Meilleur nouHlle en francais: "L'Enfanl des mondes assoupis" Yves Meynard
Meilleurouvral\e enfrancais{autre):S"I<ln".ILuc Pomerleau, editor
ArliSlicAchievement: MartinSprin,Reu
Or,ll;anisational Fan Achievemenl: lohn Mansfield. WinnipeR in '94,
Worldcon Bid Chainnan
Rut Fanline: "Sol Risinj(" LlIrry Hancock,edilor
Fan Achievement (Other): David W New, edilor of H"ri=!m,1 SF

The Graviton Award for ",lI;ood ima,Rinalion" "'as presented 10 VclitChka
Nasslradinovaandlhe BeSI SF illuSlrator award "'as presenled co Boyan Penev
al the Union of lhe Bulgarian Wrilers banquel Ind meeting.

The SFCIJ-LitHaturpreis for the besl novel of 1991 weill 10 Christian Machr,
lheAustrian novellisl,for FacousSlaub.referrin,ll;10 lhe famous malhemalician
and to Ej(on Eis for his short slory "Das lelZle Sil\nal", Both awards were
presenledalFreucon,juslafterEasler.

Johlnna Sinisalo "'on the Finnish Aloro~ award for lhe beSI shon srur~

published in lhe previous )'ear for "Punalahli" ("Red S\aJ"). This is the lhlrd
lime she has won this and justly so. Her "'riling is powerful an.d very dralllali~

MagaZines
Shadwell Oman, edilor of ProloStellar, has made a special offer available 10
BSFA members. To help promole his ml,R.azinc, he will offer lhe first issue
free co any member who sends in Wilh a A4 SAE and lhe requisile 41p ~cturn

postaj(e. wilh nooblil\ation 10 subscribe or "anylhinj(else commercially lacky".
He describes his mal\azine as "a 52·pa,Re maj(lZine professionally prinledand
producedloWHSmilhslandards-qualilypaper,quality"'rilin,RandQualily
micles". Wrile 10 him al PO Bo~ 491, Coulsdon. Surrey CR5 2Ul.

It WIS SUAAe~led on lhe Net lhal lhe reason lhe AhoriRilNJ1 SFII"ur:/Ir"
swapover issue resulted in,disproportionalely hij(h ralio of new subscriptions
10 AhtlTiR;rwl was lhal in North America lhe lhrivin2 ne",sstand markel means
thai an AbtJTiR;nal subscriber has deliberalelychosen 10 subscribe 10 ii, While
In /"Iuum, subscriber has picked lhe onty Brilish monlhly SF maj(az.ine. This
hypothesis wHl be lested as ParPr>i"1 and PrOlmlfllar hil lheir stride...

New ml,R.azines: Praxis "'ill relale to lhe artS and environmem, while S"''<lldr
will require all forms or poelry. Neither ma,Razine is specifically SF, butilley
require you to "release youranj(erover issues lhal drive you wild", No fee is
I\iven for publication in either maj(azine, More details from 43 Beevers Court,
LeedsLSI66NX.

Contests
The UPC SF literary Contest
When lhe Tcchnical Universily of Catalonia or,Ranised a SF Novella Lilerary
ConlCSt tocommemorale lheir 20th anniversary, it "'as such a success thai il is
beinj( repealed and i$ now open 10 lhe international SF community.
ManUlICriplSOflboul 100 pal\eswill be accepled in Catalan, Spanish, EnJ!lish
01" French Ind muSI be submiued before 10 Seplember 1992. The fiB! prilC is
one million peselas (aboul SIO,OOOl. More infonnalion from lhe Consell Social
(Board of Trustees, Dia,ll;onal 649 lEdifici ETSAB), OS02S Barcelona, Spain,
leI: (3) 401 63 43) Of conlact Mij(ucl Barcelo on eleClronic mail al:
blo@lsi.upc.es.

Plays for children
"The dearth oforil\inal ne",,,,ork for children has been a problem forlheatres
seekinj( 10 develop younl\ audiences" wrote lude Kelly, So WH Smilh an::
sponsorinl\ Ihisoonlesl and require scripts in English of II leasl 50 minules in
duralion. £20.000 is offered in prizes. and lhe play muSI be for a child
audience. BSFA member (Ind aClor) Ken Campbell is one of the iud,Res.
Enlries 10 be senl by recorded delivery before October I to: WH Smith Plays
for Children Awards 19'92, The West Yorkshire Playhouse, Quarry Hill Mounl.
LeedsLS98AW.

SF Television
The Sci-Fi channel should launch on Seplember24 presenlinj(SFlFlHorror24
hours a day, 7 days a week and is scheduled 10 include Btl,.k R"J:uJ, Dr Who,
Sf/U'" /999, f"lush G,,,cJ,,,,, BUllln/QrGala,·/i,.a. rft, Pri.IO",r. 8it",i,. W"",un.
My S,<Uf Id,ntin'. I",'is;h!, Mun, llit,'hhik,r'.f Gllid, f(J fh, Gulun. Pro"',
NiRhl S/QIA'u, Rollins"" CnwN' 0" MurJ, Mu" Wifhow D 8011\', Ali,,,. W"r "f
Ih, W,,,lds, &,.",ru. More details from The Sci-Fi Channel, Markelinj(
Departmenl. 1230 Avenue of lhe Americas, New YOI"k, NY 10020, USA,
lamie Za"'inski sunests: "I'm sure lhe Sci-Fi channel is ,Roinj( 10 do for
Science Fiction e~actly "'hat MTV's "Liquid Television" did for animale short
film, Yeesh".

Fandom Matters
It's lhat lime of year al\ain, when lhe TAFF race opens. This is a wly of
sendinj( a representalive of Brilish fandom to the US Worldron alternalely with
a US fan cominj( to the UK's Eastercon. Nominations open on AUj(USI I 10 send
a Brilish represenlative 10lheSan Francisco Worldcon next year. 11'$ an all­
expenses paid lrip (lhouRh il should be noted thallhe winner is expecled 10
fund raise for the year afterwardS 10 replenish lhe funds spent). There are
several rumours of possible candidales . all will be revealed ne~l time. In lhe
meanlime, Vinc Clarke "'as offered lhe chance of j(oinl\ 10 Maj(icon - allhOUj(h
a very early TAFF winner, he never actually took his lrip, Thouj(h honoured.
he declined, "('m deeply j(raleful and apprecialive of lhe offer" he ",rOle.
addinglhal he is unrom(onable in cro"'ds and notlerribly well al presenl.



Empire Dreams

Kev McVeigh

Firstly. an apolo,R.Y. Several of you have "'rillen to me in the paSI few month&
conllnenling on the current and future condition of the BSFA. often
accompanised by 1l00d ideas and offers ofllclp. I'm afraid I've been ralher Ju
inreplyingloallofyou.J'msorT)'.

All J can say by way of e~cuse is that I have been allemplinK to resolve some
of the BSFA's problems _ we now have a new Treasurer. Elizabeth Billinger.
who is in tile process oftakin,R over from Brell and has already avened one
minor crisis: and a new editor for the Papubad Inferno seclion of Vec/(}r
Stephen Payne, who is currently tiaisin,2 with Andy Sawyer and Calic Caf)' to
nep;oliate a smooth handover. r ask you all to be patient if Ihinj!S do stuller
brieflyallhistimc

PerhapS;1 is time to tell you a few lhinlts about the people who run the BSFA,
I've hadsevel1ll peoplee~press an inleresl in helping whilstthinkinK lhey have
no e~perience 10 do lhe "bi)!:" jobs. The Kood news. or maybe lhe bad news, is
lhat none of us had any e~perience before lhe BSFA. Very few of us work in
any relevanl field: I'm a pan-lime barman (unless anybody can offer me
SOfTJelhinj!. permanent anywhere?} and previously edited Vt'('lnr(rom lhe dole
qucue, as did Boyd Patkinson:JennyGloverprod~cesamonlhlycalall?li\uefor

aSlampauctioneel'$wh,lst jU,Rjllin,R IwOyOUn,R chIldren, SIeve Glover IS about
ro hecome a student a,Rain and Slephen Payne works for British Rail, but he
assures me PI won'l be lale!

Of ~ourse, there are perks: some of us )leI free books from publishers, bUl rhey
aren't always the ones you'd wanl: there is lhe lhrill ofseein,R your words in
prim, followed two monrhs laler by a leller sayin,R whal rubbish il was: we gel
e~penses. bur inevitably lose mollCY on behalf oflhe BSFA.

The BSFA is very imponant ro all of us, and we work hard at it, oo! you will
apprecia!e that ocasionally OIher rhin,Rs arc more imponant family, flOal
demands for Community Chari/:e, elC. Thank you. Perlla/lS rhis e~plains why I
~limes lake Crilicism of tile BSFA a louch roo personally. E~cuse me.

Ha.in,R rIOW reSOlved llle qucslion of who is on lhe BSFA Council for lhe ri"hr
reasons, for example because they wanr 10 do somethin,R. we have several
spaces 10 fill. We must also de<ide if we wanl ro chanlle lhe size of lhe Council,
and whar lhe Council should do. The ,Reneral consensus is thaI the Council
OUl/:htlo be available as consulran!s in rheir flCld and should raise lhe BSFA
profile where possible. I'd like your lhouj!hlson this maUer. please, and if yoI>

would like 10 nominale anybody please write 10 me (I don'l wanr 10 publish
names until I Il:ainlhe individual's consenr tosit on the Council). Ihave already
apjlfoached a few people. and would like ro hold anele<lion for the Council
before the end of lhe year ((This is likely 10 be al llle BSFA meelin" at
No.acon22)).

As I expected. tllere is a 101 of comment on lhe loss of F,x·",I. Please read
carefully: Fr>t",., is suspended untillhe BSFA's finances are heallhyenouj!h to
justify lhe expense, and unril someone comes up with a stronj!; policy and lhe
abiliry 10 carry it lhrouKh. MeanWhile, l'refOr will run an im:llular series of
Filo's-lypeanicles

Several people have SUAAe.~led a fielion maj!azine for members 10 submil
slorieSlo.Why?lflhisislObeahavenforpoorwrilerswhoeannOlllelinto the
many Olher mal/:azines around. lhen Iwanlnoneofit.OnlheOlllerhand,ifthe
comenlS llle,llood shan fiction. and we can be likely 10 break even on lhe
projcCl (which means YOU buyinK a CopY).lhen I'm all for it. As soon as we've
resolved lhe currenl difficulties, I will invesligate tile oplion.

Tim Robinson'scommenls on lhe BSFA award are confusin~, Mucll of whal he
proposes has been done for years (lhe publishinK of NiCholas Mahoney's
address as AWlllds Adminislralor, lhe publishinK of lhe frxures. nominations by
lhe ,llenual membership, elc), lhe remainder is unsubslanlial allellalions of
baIiOl-ri,llllin)!: 10 keep David Win,Rroveofflheshonlisl.l don'l know why any
oflhe 10CKl or SO membe~ didn't rIOminate David Winxrove. I only know wily
I nominated lhe books I nominaled: because I lhoul/:htlhey were the beSI oflhe
year. Simple. There is no plO! allainsl David Winl/:ro.e atlhe BSFA, some of us
like his boob. Olllers don'l, some don'l like him in person, some don'l know
him. others like him.

I know we made mislakes lhis yt"ar. I'm sorry. Ne~l year's aWllld is already in
hand, Illope you are already makin,ll sUj!;j!eslions ro Nicholas for the rollinll
nominalionsliSl

Finally, for those of you in lhe Soulh EaSI. and lhe intrepid few who lravel
funller. lhe BSFA London meelin,lls have been re·launched under lhe
orj1ani'~'llion of Andrew Seaman. Mosl mcelinj!;s will rake place on lhe third
Wednesday of each montll. and llle 'enue is lhe ViCloria and Alben pub, on lhe
forc'coun of Marylellone Stalion from fdOplll wilh rhe main evenl al around
7._~Opm.

Andrew and I are in lhe process of nellOlialinl/: to brin,R you several topautllors.
,ndudin)! one lli,R name American. over lllc llC~t few monlhs. Hopefully you
WIll n13~erlle"enrurewonhwhilcbylurninguplosopponus

InScprember.rhenteelin,llrnove~lenlporarilyloMonday2Is1Seplembcrin the
,anll: venue. Thi, is to enahle Kim Sranley Robinson to speak thaI nighl

Robinson's new novel. Rrd MaT1, published lhal week, is a Ilrippinll tale of lhe
rerraforminj!; of Mars, wilh Robinson's usual complete characters. and Iheir
lo~es and haleS, packed Wilh hard science and hard polilics. I've been lucky
enou~hloseeaproofcopy.andlas.sureyouilisam~nificenl.passionaleand

human work. I'm sure it will be on every awards sllonliSl. Robinson is also a
fine speaker on l'I1ilip K Dick (on whom he wrOle a I'I1.D. lhesis) and very
knowJedl/:eable aboul British SF. This is sure 10 be a fascinalinll eveninll wilh
oneofllle verybcSl writers around. ClQn'l miss il.

The same evenin,ll will involve a very brief pie<e of BSFA business. an
E~tl1lordinaryMeelin,ll to appro.e lhe BSFA AccOUnlS tlhe Financial StateRlCnl
forlheyearended30Seplemherl99I}. Please auend this five minute item,il
may be borinI/:. bUl il is imponant. Tllank you, ((If you cannot allend lhis
meetin,ll, and would like 10 make your presence feli. pro~ies (a simple sij1ned
lellernominalin)!:someonetocaSl your vOle or Olherwise act for you) should be
senlto Kev McVeigll for lhe Monday before tile EGM)).

II Into Orbit with the BSFA

Carol Ann Green

As Kev McVeiKIl poinled OUI in Ilis Empire Dreams in Matrix 99, lhe BSFA's
constitulion carried a commilmenl 10 llelpin,ll up and cominj!; wrilers amonj!; its
members. Orbiter and F,x'us llle tile parts of lhe BSFA Iliven over 10 writers,
wilh lhe recent suspension of Fr>t·u,t, Orbiler is lhe only vhibte commitmenl to
wrilers left. But many people are unaware of ilS exislence - or if aware Ihat il
e~isls are unsure of ilS rele~ance 101hem.1t is my inlenlion in lhisat\icle 10lry
and bring lhe Orbiler nelwork 10 lhe auention of new and old members alike.

I look over the Coordination of Orbiler from Sue Tllomason lllis summer, afler
bein,R a member of an Orbil ,Rroup for three years, Havin)l had practical
e~perien"" of how Orbiler works, I am well aware of some of tile difficulties
in.olved in lryinjl10 circulale a parcel of manuscripts around five differenr
people wilh lotally different commilments.

So whal does Orbiler offer its members? For a start, il doesn't offer an easy way
10 become a wriler. nor should il be used fot an ej!otrip. Used properly. Orbiter
is damned hard work. Bul don'l leI lhal put you off. you only Il:et Oul of
somelhinll whal you pUl inlo il - and if you're prepared 10 work at il. lhen
Orbiter ean be very rewlllding. Each member is expecled 10 wrile honesl
crilicalcommenlSon llleOlherfournlCmber's manuscripts -and lhey in turn
will receive Ilonesl critical commenlS on lheir manuscripl. Sounds liard, docsn'l
it? Yes, il is, But whilsl you're slrul/:,Rlinl/: 10 come 10 terms wilh, and leamin,ll
from whal Olher people have wriuen abour your lasl manuscripl, you're also
learning 1101" 10 criticise someone else's work; and in lhe process improvinj!;
yourownwriling.

Who does Orbiler caler 10? The answer 10 lhis is easy, You. Ordinary BSFA
members 1"110 are commined 10 writin~. whelller lhey llle sellinI/: or rIOt.
whetheTlheyhave been writin,Rone year or fifly, If you're inlerested inwrilin,ll
and prepared to commil your time 10 iI, lhen Orbiler is relevanlto you.

How does il work? Eacll Orbil ,llroup is made up of five members wilh one
§cle<led loco-Qrdinale lhegroup. There is no extr3 cost 10iDin Orbiler. Eacll
member puIs a manuscript inlO lhe parcel.lhiscan either be a sllort Story or
pan of a 10nKer wOfk. writes constructive critical commenlS on each of lhe
OIher four manuscriplS and §cnds it on 10 lhe next person on lhe lisl. The parcel
should go round lhe ~roup in 11"0 to four monthS wilh each member e~pecled

10 hold onlo il no lonller lllan 3/4 weeks. There is no requiremenl 10 pUl a
manuscript of your own in every orbil. you may IlOl always have somethinj!;
ready: lhe only requiremenl is that you wrile honesl crilical commenlS on lhe
OlhermanuscriplS.

or course. tllis doesn't mean lhal all Orbit Ilroups work perfeelly. As I
mentioned al lhe ocRinninll. tllere are five members each wilh differenl
commitmenls makin,ll up eaclll/:roup. Some ,llroups circulale tlleir manuscripts
quicker, Olherscan lake up 10 a yearto,RO round the wholejl.roup- which c'an
cause problems, bUl ifs up 10 lhe members in each Kroup 10 make lheir Ilroup
work.

So, where do l,asoveraltco-ordinalor.come il? Well. I §Cl tile Il:roups upand
keep a recordofwho is ineach)!:roup, deal wilhqucries, find replacements ifa
member leaves and try ot help any group with problems.

Orbiler has been runninll successfully rIOW fora number of years.lhere are
many success slories. lhere are also a few failures. 1r works. and I'm not
propposinl/: 10 allcr that. but I do lhink that it's tillle for a reI" chan)les·
members willin)!:. By the lime you read lhis article, I should have been in
conlaCl Wilh every co-ordinalor and hopefully wilh every member some lime
soon ·askinl/: lhem what they lhink ofOrbiler now, where llley feellhey fil inlo
the network and 1101" il helpslhem.

I'd like 10 offer a service where a member of one I/:roup can swap Wilh a
memberofanolher,llroup iflheytllink lhin,lls are Ilcnin,ll stale where Illeyare or
ror lhe cllance of new ideas on manuscripls already ,Rone round lhe presenl
)!:roup. ['~e already Ilad one query aooul sellinll upa novelisr'sj!roup and am
prepared toor,llanise one if there are more Iakers. I'd like to propose sellin,R up
new Ilroups: for women only, for disc users, for people inleresled in wrilin)!:
criticism. and if anyone else has any ideas, I'd like 10 hear from lhem.



II'
I'd like to SIan up an Orbiler n.ewsleuer. with items of intcrest to Olh.er Orbie.
J('oups. l'd like 10 sc:e some oflhe people involved in Orbilcr Jl:cuinj! 10000Clher
for wriler's workshops .wi11l members of their own jlTOup or others. An,1 at
some: lime in ll1e future. jf PliO... jl:ets Itoin!!: l1Rain. I'd like [0 see a closer
rc:lalionshipbelweenF"cusandOfbiler.

I can'l do any of this on my own. I nad input from you. the members. Whether
you're already a member of Orbiter or not. I'd like [a hear from you - would
)'00 like [a be pan of a Ii\fOUp. write and leI me know. Orbiter is an impon8nl
pan oflh.e BSFA and I'd like 10 raisc its profile, but only iflhere'slhe inlclt'S!.
Ifl hcarfrom no-onc.tllenlhinjl.1i will IN on as usual. w;thnOlhinJl 10SI. BUll
hope lhen:'S liufficienl imcn:sl 10 pUI a few of my ideasinlooperalion

Not forgetting Cassandra
Martyn Taylor

FollowinX the corresponden~~ about lhe absen~e of Fo(:us, I wonder whelher
lhO$e le~ions of buddin,lt aUlhors in lhe membership (whi~h is all of us
a~cordin~ 101M: last membership ~ensus) mi,lthl be inl~reSled in a writers'
j!.roupl!evoledtoSF& FanlasywhichaJreadyexists.

Cassandra is a self-helpjl.roup of SF and Fanlasy wrilers in lhiseountry _and
abroad (I joined while residcm in lhe Isle of Man and Kennelh Bailey lives,of
course, on Alderney). II beRan in Nonhamplon and most members were,
inilially, unpublished. Recenl editions of In"r:""" have had up to half the
fiction ~ominJl from presenl and PI'1 Cassandra members· Eric Brown, Simon
IflRs, Charles Slross, Sylvia Siddall, Sharon Hall, Karla Dearsley, Susan
Beelleslone and Julian FloodsprinR 10 mind. Ian WalSOn, John Brunner and
Terry Pratchen are also u ,1!ici" members and have moder1lted workshops in
lhepast,

Cassandra activilies lIave iru;luded publi~ation of one of lhe first of the new
wave of Brilish small press SF ma,ll;uines, weekend workshops. poslal
workshops. various OIher imereSlin,lt bits and pieces, and a bi-monthly
IlCwsleller whi~h ~overs a multilude of sins in~ludin,lt new markel$. The
"Wel~ome Pack" details JUSl aboul every publisher of SF & Fantasy in lhe
En,ltlish speakin,lt world (well, UK & USA... ) and a ~ouple of lip sheels,
sUj[j[ested readinjl.and Ihe like. More lhan anylhinR else, I suppose, it isa
forum for the like minded lO j[CI lORclher and ~hcw over Ille problems and
opportunilies presented lO us.

Spa~eprecludes more lllan a briefre$ulIlC, bUl 1ll0S1 of us find it nolonly fun.
bUlusefultoo(andilischeaperlhanasub.loS""Clmmic/,orF,u·u.()unlikea
previnu$ editor of F,u·II.( who ~ondemned U$ sillhl unseen. Still. even Liz is
weicollle lojoin if she likes...

If anyone oul Ihere IS inleresled, lhey can Ilel in louch with me, Manyn Taylor
(104 Nalal Road, Cambridj!.e CBI JNS) and il is all for £7.50 a year, cheques
madc payable to Cassandra.

Sharon Hall adds: Cassandra's "women-only" RrouP in panicolar i$ ~urrenlly

lookinl!. for new members, bUl we would welcome all enquiries. Personally, I
have found both the BSFA's Orbiler and Cassandra's Mer~ul)' workshop$ a
lremendous help and would re~ommend lhem to any "new" and even nOl·so
newwriler.

I was sad to see lhal F"('ljs has been suspended. Like many Olhers, I came to
lhe BSFA and fandom lhrou,ll;h wrilinj[ and joined the BSFA mainly because of
Focus and the Omiler work$hops. Whilsl more frequent market informali()l1 in
Matrix would be useful. and whilst how-I-wrile (bul nol how-Io-wrile?) mieles
miJlht find a place io V,(·fur.1 do III ink lllat every dfon should be made to
relain F(J('us u a forum for wrilers. Wilhoul it the BSFA's "commitment" to
new writers seems linle mOl't' than fine words.

Isex in Zero Gee?
((In the lasl issue of V",',"r, Philip Muldowney wrote in llle leller column lhat
"SF has had an uneasy relalionship wilen dealinll with sex: il has never
combined the elemenls vel)' well"' and sultResled that lhinkinll up pornOjlraph ic
SF novels mi,thl be a suitable conleSI fm!t1f11rU·. The responscwas-excilin,t ­
slaninjl. with a wI)' commenl lhal Roben A Heinlein's scx scenes always seem
10 be ~ondll(tedover the lelephone, with a pause for orllasm before Ihe woman
saY$ lhank you vel)' Illu~h and a few su,lt,lteSlions of (of ~ourse) Slephen
Donaldson's "Gup" series and Geoff Ryman's TM Child Gurd,n and some
Tanith Lee shon slories which would be evcn shoner if a jl.eneral ,'U"'1l! was
printed 10 say tllal demons are fanlaslic in hed.now1et'!llet onwilh IllestOl)'.
We also received two longer pieces.),

Message from the Cryonaut:
#1 SF and the Naughty Bits
Julian Flood

IBiol!:rJphical Note: In 1969,theaulhor. whoha<.l been celebralinl!: lhe Apollo
11 moon landin,lt, look a wronl!: lUrnin,i: near Lin,oln and drove his MG Midllel
inlo a ~I)'o,i:enk Slore owned hy llle Rellional Area Freezer Fa~ilily Inc. He had
drunk lhreequanersofabottleofJohnny Walker Red Label. lWO vodka and
limes and a hOllle of Bass, an ucrssive ~onsull1ption which may cAplain whal
harrened nCAI. The Slor~, an aUlomaled meal plant. had been left !\Inning when

lhe ~ompany opcr;uinl!: it wenl bankrupt. The doors to slaullhl~rhouse

depanmenl No. .'i blew sllullhe neAl day and llle accident wenl un-noti~ed. The
slunnin,t and low tempentlUre sections funclioned normally, freezin,i: lhe
$lanled visilor in microseconds, Fonunately the evisceralion and nayinll
depanmenls failed and lhe car's painlwork was unscalhed.

When the store was de-~ommissioned in 1991, driver and machine were bolll
found, on lhawin,t, lO be alleasl panly functional. The aUlhor missed lhe SF
New Wave enlirely and has never heard of Manin Amis. lie had a lIan,i:over
for lhree days. This survivor from lhedistanl past of SF enables us loprml 'Ile
old-fashioned views of someone who is truly a traveller in time, He ha. I><',n
reading voraciously.

Consideringilsordeal,lheMGissurpri,inglyheallhy.-Ed.l

You wanl me 10 talk now? Into lhat? II's a lape recorder, yeah? Wo... ~ Man. we
lladlheselhin,ltswilh bil!. spools, yunno? Bi,i: as a shoeboA. OIl.SCx and SF, I've
gQllalalkaboullhal?OK. You·relhedoctor.

Therewaso'lrnucharoundlhen, understaled slUff. hinls.that ron oflhmj:. You
know "be Jlentle wilh me, bij: boy, you really Jl:ive • J!irl a J!ood time". NOl
uplicit Read a book lUI week. well. nOI all ofi!. J!Ot so bored I used it as hoJ!
paper. l1ley were havinJl il off all over lhe pJa~e. If the a~lion slo...·ed down, off
lhey wenl inloa ~orncr and did it Sort ofleena,ters really, leenaj!ers as lhey'd
like to be anyway. Adolescem, is lhal slitl llle word? Bil bij!.j!.er lhanchi Idish,a
lot less lhan adult? Yeah, adolescenl wet dreams. He a~tually had hi$ lhin,tie,
you know, pressed uPaJl.ainslllerback and il sluck Ihere! Wow, you wouldn'l
haVeJlOl Ihal inloanylhin,i: in my day, "Analo,t" WUn'1 inlothat son oflhin,t.
You could buy il everywhere. all station bookshops. OK, ba~k to sex and SF.
Pluy/>(.)·, maybe, Pttl/lwus.-, Jfyou wanled descriptions oL "BonkinJl". is.lhal
llle word? Crazy, babe! W~ird slanl!. you have, blows my mllld man, outaslllhl.
Blows. No. lhat was somelhing dirferenllhen.

If you wan led lO read aboul bonkinll lhere were diny mlj:s.. bUl nOl in our
sturf, us SF readers. Didn't have fanslhen. just people who read SF. all sons.
people 101110 were active between the ears. SF mlj[s. were full of space ships
andscienceandlhalsonofthin,i:.Worryin,i:aboullhefulUreandlechnolo,i:ical
development, TIle relationship belween Man and aliens. Tryinillo make people
think about whalscience and lechnoloj:y wu about, nOl readinll for a cheap
thrill where the SIOl)' lakes second place lO lhe ...bonkinjl.. Non·prurienl
lileralure. Say. Doc. what happened 10 SF'? When I left il was Ihrivinf/:. come
ba~k and iI's dead, New Wave? All. yeah, I've heard of lhal, Haven'l fl:ad any
though,rnakesmenodoff.

Technoloj[Y and sex'! 1lIafs wonh readin,i: aboul, wonh writinll aboul, Will
lechnoJOilY aller sex? J've even lried 10 wrile a shon, yeah, me lOll,
emb.arrassinil, ain't il? Everyone who reads SF nowadays fancies himself as a
wriler, Always did. we all wanted 10 write iI, l!.el inlO Anulo!!:. Or As'",,,,din!!:.
Remember, I go wuaaauy back. Where was I? Oh. yeah, this girl in my story.
She's bein,t bonked by a waldo ... Waldo. ifs whal lhey ~alJ remole lele­
operalors nowadays. Yeah, lhe word "waldo" ~ame from a SF SIOl)'. Much
beller word. Used in the early '60s, SO it wasn'l inlo rt'mole sex, il was just
science and inlelleclual stimulation. I mean early Sixlies was fab, don'l ,tel me
wronl!., We used 10 read Htullh u"d Ejfi,i'nn... You 100, huh? Still? Wow! Bet
thal sells more lhan Imtrumf.

This "effecl of lecllnolOl!y on lllln,lts", lilaI', rcal SF counll)'. Sword. sex and
sorcery isn't. r mean, why not read one of lhe top shelf lTIaj!.s. if ifs sha)ljlin)l
you wanl? Yeall, bonkinil. OK, OK. So why f~ il inlO SF which is aboul ne....
lhinl!.s, nol aboul the oldest enlenainmenl in the world? Reminds me of a
faShion nole I read, "women arewearinl!.lhe same Ihinjls in bras Ihis year as
lhey were lasl-, Fi)lurcs, I reckon. It doesn'l ~hanJle, docs it. so where's lhe
plot? 1 mean. you jusl stick this into thaI and ... Really? Gee! Whafillhey lhink
of next? I'll have to try il some time, when my lillie lrouble clears up. Trouble?
No, not an infe~lion.l"d ralher nQltalk aboUl it.

Sex and aliens? 1 remember readinR a story or two back then. There was one
where lhis woman wanled 10 male with aliens, had a biolOjlical drive 10 breed
wilh an oulsider. lO in~rease bio-diversily. TIlen lhere was lhis ~hap who was a
llif/:olo, used lO ~ommit un-nameable perversions with tentacled inscctoids by
strokinj!. the lhird polyp from lhe left. Go! ealen in lhe end, it wa.. lhe
culmination of lhe sex-rilual. Good ShOfl, nOI mu~h use as soft porn. thouilh.
which is wllal you really mean when you ask aboul SF and sex. l"ve not seen it
done successfully sin~e I was lhawed out, nol in any adull way. EX~c.'PI maybf
"TIle Sleel". '''lfr:mlf,thal's50n of new SFy sex, symbolic. funny 100. SOflof
psy~holo)lical. Clever, Alien. Not spell OUl in (\elai1. Adull inSlead of
adolescent

Is Illal whal you wanled? Anylhinjl else? Swearinll and SF. Boy. can I JlO on
ahot>llhal! Have you ever heard SOlTlCone say"will you shullhefuck up"? Me
neither. Real adolescent Sluff, you know. look al me mummy I'm a biR llirllboy
and I can write dirty words like ... er. yeah. like that. Wow. you say il rijthtout
Whal a woman! Nice eyes, 100. Hey, Doc, say il aj[ain, 1 love it when you lalk
diny. Wow. yeah baby, give ilto me some more ... Ooooh, honey ...

Look al lhal! We have lifL-offforthc firsl lime since 1969!Corne rijlllton Qver
here and show me whal you've j(ot, babes. Treal me j(enlle. bij( j(irl, and shah'
lhem ...

IThCl\'.11 oflhe lape has been ct'nsore41 by the aUlhor's wife)



------------------------------- ~-~

Is SF playing safe with sex?
Kev McVeigh

If you read tile papers or if you wat~h the news. )"00 have probably secn twO
reeem scare stories about AIDS. In Binnin,llham. a younll: man wllO is HIV+
has been havin.ll unprOlcctcd se~ wilh a variety of women. As a resull of 11Ils.
tllcrcare calls for an amendment to the law so Ihat heean be prosecuted for
wilfully passin,Ron Ihe virus. All the blame ha.< been app<>r1ioned [0 him. I've
sten no nll'ntion that his lovers mi,llht have SUJlJH~SlCd 1i.IIfc se~. In London, a
I/.ayeyesurl/.eonhaseffeclivelybecnoutedbya.o<eriesofarticleslabellinRhim
a$lhe AIDS doctor and implyinl/.that his p;ltienlsare at risk. According to an
interview in Thf l"dfMndfnl (}II SIWdlll' with this doctor, hc has never taken a
test for HIV, and therefore Ihese articles are pure fiction. and lhe product of
rampamhomophobia.

Science Fiction, if we like. is about knowledj(e· about science. about the
human condition, about Ihe interfaces and the interSlicesofthese Ih inj(s.So
what can SF say about AIDS? What has it said about AIDS?

I first heard aboul AIDS in aboUI 1982. when the p;lpers picked up on it. Thal's
len years aRo, and len years isa lonj( time in SF./mu:onf was su\lj(j(hnj( off
IIIe j(round. William Gibson, Lucius Shepard, Kim Stanley Robinson, Pal
MUnJhy, Dan Simmons were all unknown names. I was startin,ll my A levels.
SOlhere has been plenty of time for SF to take this newdevelopmenl On board,
~~~ way it absorbed and developed Virtual Reality, Cyberspace, ChaO!i Theory

The first SF story to deal explicity with AIDS was prolnbly Delany's "Tale of
Plaj(ues and Carnivals" in FI;,~hl from Nfl'fr\"<!tI (1985). Maybe Ihat isn't
sUnJrisinj(, Delany is a j(ay man. and AIDS was initially most severe amon,llst
j(ay men. Now. however. AIDS is reco,llnised 8li a danj(er 10 almost anybody.
Including SF readers

It i.\n't somelhin,R to be laken li,Rhtly, 10 be fair, it may be thai some SF writers
are afraid to tackle thesubjeci inelTor, preferrinj(lhe safely ofthepasl,lhe
distanl future, or middle earth·substitutcs. ThouJ!.h I've read a lot of slories from
lhe late '80s which pay lip service, AIDS ,Ilets a tokcnistic mention. bUI it
doesn'taffectpeople's lives. I've read very few which acknowledj(e that people
aredyinRin pain and misery. Ihat peoplc are afraid ofdyin,ll and of los inj(their
loved ones. Ihal people are an,llry: this is presumably 100 dirty for the readers'
!'Cnsitivities.l've read even fewer which mi,llht be considered as post-AIDS in
their commonplace approach. their everyday attitude to safe sex.

Some. such as Judith Moffen's bittcrsweet "Tiny Tan,llo" do this. II is narraled
hya woman whOCOnITacled HIV from her firsl partner and includes a series of
scenes from a self-help,Rroup for HIV+ people. The siOry fore:;ees a vaccine
for the virus, bul nOI a cure for Ihose already affeCled. This dwindlin,R
constituency lives on a knife edjo:e of fear and hope. watchin,ll each Olller die
MOSl of us cannO! imajo:ine. as we could not truly imaj(ine Dachau. Judith
Moffen helps. a lin1c

We can, however, j(et anj(ry. When you're afraid. when your friends arc afraid.
anj(er is easy. Hence screams ofra,lle. such as Charles Sheffield's short shon
Saved from tile Shredder". This is an,ller ajo:ainSI Jo:overnments who fail 10 fund

lhe researeh. who fail 10 fund the advenisinj(. who fail to educate the polential
carriersandrecipienls.

Three shon stories lhen. Is thai it? Not quite. I'm told that Nancy Kress has
wriuen a powerful AIDS metaphor. "Bcj(j(ars in Spain", there may be a few
OIhers. I hope so. BUI many people only read novels. Geoff Ryman writes
aboul AIDS (another j(ay man. you notice), obliquely in Thf Child Curdtn and
in horrible detail in WUL .. Gwynelh Jones' While Queell. Richard Kadrey's
MelrrJphu/tt and Michael Blumlein's Thf MOl'fnlfnl 0{ M","'lui".< mijo:ht be
viewed as cxtended metaphors for the plaj(ue. Certainly, Kadrey poslulates San
Franciscodevaslated by plaJ'(ue, and ends on a nOle of disillusion. There may
benoesclpe.

And there are the vampire stories: tan Watson and Dan Simmons are lhe best
examples. 11teirvalue, l"m not sure of. huttlley ha~e :;cen a problem and are
addressinj1 it. Compare lhem. and tile handful orexamplesabove. wilhall those
scenes of casual sex. viole'll sex, pornoj(raphic sex. even warm lovemakinj( in
nearly every modem SF novel. Consider all lhedruj(use too. nodiny needles?
SF can lead the way. or at least join Armistead Maupin. Adam Mars Jones, and
otllers like them. Tell me lhis. when did you lasl read ofa hero puninj( on a
condom before sex? In SF? You must be jokinjo:. Unless it was Lewis Shiner's
mainstream (well, nearly) novel Slum. you probably didn·l.

II Information Service

Phil Nichols

The lnfomtallon Service is frce.ahsolutely free. if you'd liketomakeuseofil·
if you want to know anylhinj( Ihat"\ cven remotely connected w;lh SF ·Ihen
please ~Ct in louch. All you have to L10 is wrile 10 me. and I will try 10 find an
an,wc, to your QucSlion.1 usually reply within fourteen days. althoul/.h a full
unswcr 10 your Question may take lllOl/.er. The only thinj( I ask is Ihal you
cnclosea stamped aLldressed envelope if you want a reply. The address to write
10 is: PhIl NiChols. ~7 Grange Road. West Bromwich. Wesl MloJlands 870 8PB.

Now [0 lhis issue's mini',lluide [0 SF. I'm still shon of contributions for Ihis
serics, which you should please lake as a hint to write in with shon anicks on
authors or themes. Meanwhile. I shall continue slavin,R away with my own
researches. Tltistime, feeling depressed. I lhoughlabool lheendoflhe world.

To be or not to be
How many ways could lhe world end? In SF. lhe world can end wilh lhe
convenlional ban,l: or whimper. bUllhe causes oflheterminalion are almOSI
unlimited. as is the lleale. Sometimes "Ihe world" is civilisation as we know il.
somelimes it's all life. sometimes it'Slhe planet. and,jusl occasionally it's the
enl;reuniversethatceaststobe

Mary Shelley's other SF novel Thf LuJI Mun (1826) sho"'s us the end of
humankind throuj(h the rise of a ,Ilreat plaj1uc. One man survives, as in many of
lhe end-of·the·world slories which would follow. Part of the appeal of this type
of story is the idea of Ihe sole survivor makin,R the beSt of whatever is left 10
him land it usually is a him. not a her). Personal favourites include EUrih
Ahido (1949) by Georjo:e R Stewart and / Am U,l:flld by Richard Matheson. in
which there is more than one survivor. bUI there is only one whoremains truly
human

While the sole survivor is 001 withoUI precedent in mainstream fiction
(remember Rolli".IIi" Cm.",..!). SF is by itli nature uniquely able 10 ponder
Olller aspects oflhe end oflhe world. HG Wells' Tht Time Mu<'hi,lt (1895) is
infomtcd not only by Darwinian evolution in its s~ulation on lhe
developmenl of man, bUI by Ihe physics of the day. His apocalyptic vision is
Ihe lICal death of lhe universe. the second law of thermodynamics lriumphant
in the entropic run down of the world. Whtll Wnrlds C"I/idf (1933) by Philip
Wylie and Edwin Balmer. allhouj(h wrinen much later. reflects another nOlion
which prevailed in Victorian times: calastrophism. This tintc the world ends
throuj(h a lar,l:ely unforeseeable event. Larry Niven kills u~ of( with the Sun
,l:oinJo: nova in "Inconstant Moon" (1971). while James Blish pulls off lhe
ultimale destruction by descroyinR the enlire universe in the Triumph IIf Timt
(1958),panofhis"CllioiIlFlif/.hl"series.

SF can leI us see Ihinj1s throuRh new eyes. become delached from the bialles we
hold as individuals, societies and as a species. The chanj(e of view poi'll may
oolybefleetin,R.laslinjo:iustaslonJl:asitlakestolurnthepajo:elolhencxlslory.
but the ncw perspective iSlobc valued. Those monks with lheir peculiar idea
that by writinjo:down every nal11(' of)!od they will fulfill man's destiny· they
must be mad. Except.. in Anhur C Clarke's "Nine Billion Names of God
(1953). it turns out they're rijo:ht; when all ninc billion names have been written
down. the world ljuietly ceases to uisl. In "Adam and No Eve" (1941) by
Alfred Bester. the last man on Eanh proves not be an individual. bUI a
COlleeliono(million~ofcells. capable ofre-populatin)! the world lonJl: after the
last flicker of human consciousness has gone.

Of course, if you can see into Ihe fUlure. you can prevent thcend of the world.
Can't you? That's lhe premises of anolher BeSler tale "Pu.~h Of A FinJo:d'
(1942): lhe j(overnment, dedicaled to Ihe idea of stability, develops a
ProjI:noslicator. which sees far enouJl:h into Ihe future to see doomsday.
Conversely. if you find a destroyed world, you ,an deduce what must have
happened. Can'l you? In Afltr D,HmIS<Jm' (1962) by Poul Anderson. tile
deslroyed world is Eanh.

11teend·of-tlle-worldSloryisaslapleofSF,oneofthe,Rreatl/.amcs,alonj(wilh
'whal if ...~ and "if only ...... Sinee 1945, the masl common way for the world 10
end has been wilh a nuclear war. Indeed, Ihis became a common obsession
with lhe comin,ll of the cold war. and re-emer,Red in tile late '70s and early '80s.
only now it was nOla fear of the far-f1unR future. but a real eoncern of the here
and now. even becominj1 a popular subjecl for the movies wilh On Ihf BttKh,
Or Srrullf/.tl""t. Thf DIIV Afru, Thrfuds. I suppose the de-frostinj( of Easl·Wesl
rclalions is Ihc main cause ofils now diminished popularily as a way ofendinjo:
it all. but it makes me wonder: whal will take its place?

(OddlyenouRh.lhissubjecl has recently been discussed on the Nel. followinj!:
a query from Doujo: Inj(ram. althe Univer.~ilyof Washinj1ton, Stalile. He wroce:
"My fiancee and I are lookinj( for some j(ood recommendations in Ihe "post·
nuclear holocaust j1enre". I've read Tht Po.tlnWn by David Brin. bUI besides
lhal,we'reala 1000s". The top responses. ofllle five hundred j(ive or take ten or
so I nOledwere:

Harlan Ellison: "A Boy ami his Doj1"lJohn Whilmore, Stanle described it as "a
tadshockinj1"]
Nevil Shute: On ,ht BtU/'h [Rheal Nadeau in Onowa said il was "nOl your
slandard dO,l:-t:at·doR Mad Max lype post-nudear war book)
Walter Miller, Jr: A Clllllidf for Lfib,,"'i,: [recommended by aboulthirty SF
re&den with comments like "have a Latin diclionary handy" ana"one or the all
timejo:reat SF novels" j.
Other sUj(Jo:eslions were David Ma<,;e's Dfmon·4 from Markus Slumpiner,
Vienna: David Gr.tham·s 0",..'1 10 U SlInlf.u Sf<! from Keith Morj1an al MIT
who delleribes it as "really depressinj(" and Wilson Tucker's Tht 1.011£ umd
Silflll'f which Crawford Kilian al Brilish Columhia said was "dated... but fine
style and pace". Last word. for now, from Mark Meyer at Texas Instruments
Inc. "As a teenajo:cr, I collected end-of-the·world books II didn't do druJ'(s.
didn't sleep around and haled heavy melal music, so I had to do
SOMETHING))).



IArthur C Clarke in Minehead

A 1992

Simon Bisson lr .omcthlnl! in Ihis is5uc hu callaht your lucmion. if you have somethinl! 10
Sly - 0II.x1C'lla FICtion. the BSFA.or anythinll elK' pk.asc ....rile loknny Ind

The small Kali. 10Wft oi Minehead is famous for twothill«S.'~ holiday Slew GkM'r. 16AviMyPlaee.Lee4sLSI22NPbythedudline:
camp ailed Sonletwe5t World. aNI for hcillJ the btrthplace of Anhur C Ctarte.

;:;~~::C:i~~~~v~·andMineheadinYlltdjqfan1OUJsontw:tu I September 151992.~
MUlC'head IS YOOf typical BOlidl seaside lOVI"n. JeIIlly dKayinll from its
Edwardian prime 1"10 I morau of I¥~y s/'IopIaoo bed aIld bful;fuc lI:unt
hou~.PC'ttlapsnotlhcll'lO$lliielyplaccfOf.·SpaceAgcFesliv&l·.CatailIly,

the pIac:e ..... ,warmi"...ith people. but _ of !bern wen: IOUrUcs head;nll
for the beach. The two ~ibilions ~re vjnl.lllly emP'Y. and pcrhllps IlOllhat
lnlereslinll rOt'the SF ruder. The first. in In emply Jiml,f:C. did cornin some
uh;bilSlhalnuAlltlheeyc.lhemoslcnJtlllinllofwhich"':UI~IlIa.ucaJe

cOlll.lininjt IIOf1'IC of Anhur C OarkC'1 many a....ards. The JeCood ...·as In an
c~hibition.which wu mainly "Iildren', piClures from. scllool compnil;oo. tilt
50lc pro there Iftmed some....hat 001 of place. thouJlh he did seem pleased to
1.I1k 10 people who actually appreciale SF an (I did consider buying some of his
sluff. b\lt the prices were a bit bcyondme).

Bolh uhibilionli were somewhat enlivened by the speclacle of Anhu(s
brolher.FredCI.rke,runninjl;around in clrclu tryinjl; to kecpthinllsorllilnised.
J'erh.PIII they should have gOl Tim llIingwonhlodolhejob.

The eahlbitlons peT\lsed. il WllS lime to he.d for the main event. the lalk by
auke, Gentry Lee II1d Pltrick Moore (' prominent TV astronomer). There
WllS Quite. queue. COlll.lininjl; • few rec~niuble flCCll (amonll them Terry
Pntchcll.nd Stephen Buler). however. due 10 poor publicity, lhe .udience
WllS mainly Ioal people wilh a 1UTlI1i continJenl of f.ns who had actually
manacedtofindMineheMl.

PmlallS dUl il the place for I Ilillllt dijl;rclsion on lhe subject of lhe A39. lhe
Bridjl;ewI~r 10 Minehead road. Or perhaps not. In any cue. it rnak" for .n
inlerertinlJOllrntyr

PImd MOt:ft was unable 10 liteM ((iI appears he had • prior collison with •
cr1cUi ball·cd.). so yet another TV lIStfOOlOnln has becndllJl 011:. Heather
COUpcf. An " ...:ompelent il'llmdlllCtion from • local dtlln".ry tlac'ribcd her IS In

astrolocer·_

TIle ~nl.lllon of the AnhllT C aarke awvd WllS. 'Off)' brief affair. Anhur'1
brother FrN .nnounced the nomined and Upll",ed the iudllinjl; procedure.
Anhur then 09C'ned the envelQ9t. 10 .nnounce lhat Snt....TJ by Pat Cadipn
WllS the 1992 winner. Pal. wllS ilill in the US. so • ~prac_ive of her UK
publishers HaflIClCoilinsrut! a fu she had lenteltll(r llwday.

The eveninll conlinued 15 a discllSSion Ilctween Clarke.nd Lee. chai~d by Ms.
Couper. She handled lhewholcthinll vt:ry well. considerinll that site had h.d
leu than 12 hours noIiceoftheevent.andoflhose 12 hours II IellSt 6 would
havebeenlpenttravellinllloMinehead.rrnustadmillhatlSllnedtlteeveninjt
with Quite. billS lJlainSi Genlry Lee (IS I lhlnk most people would. if lltey h.d
read Crud/f), bul he spoke a lot beller lhan he writel! The convel'$3.1ion
coveredlever.llopics.ranjtinllformalook.llhefulureoflheeaploralionof
space 10 fulure book projects (Cl.rke h.s recenlly completed whal will be tlte
firslpiece of fiction to aJlpcarin Ti,,,...nd hassijtnedconlracufor.several non­
ficlion books). There were several references to lerrafomlinjt Man. Both
Cluke .nd Lee see lhis lIS one of the mosl imponant jtoals for humanity, i"
fact. Clarke's neAl book TN Sn""·I."O/~·m"uswill de.1 wilh lbislopic. Clarke
noted lhal it WllS becominjl; • ma;or llteme in SF, ."d re<:ommended Kim
Stlnley Robinson's fonhcoming M.rstrilog)'.

Then the discussion was lhrown open to tlte noor. Anhur and Genlry were
aslted .....ideranjtCofqllCSliOtl5.wllichledtodi$("uUlonSofSET1.cropcircles.
then:levanoeofSF,cornmunicationuteliiteli.tlteetllicsoflemiformi~SlDr

Wars and the rise of scientific illitcncy (a poinl pcrlgps resultilll rmm the
brJlCnumberofps.elOdo--$("ienceqUCSIiOOlllthal~asked).lnraponselOone

qucstiOll. Anllur n:vea.led that he COIlslde~d tM novel TIw SotI.s of DiJlllIll
fanh to be !tis besl wort.. Throu,.11 allihe qllClhonl, Anhur and Gcnir)' kept up
alivelyuchanRc. witlla healthydosot ofseepticlsm ll\n;)wa in foraddcd
entertlinmelll!

OescNIeAnhll(sill·health(lleisSlillrec<m:rin,lfromposl_poIiosyndrome),11lc
question and answax:ssion conlinued.fter a !lnef,nlerval fora fJ.rrtIlct Ilour.
Anllu(s "Oioe _1l00d.nd ilroftl!. lhoulllllte did IttlTl frail. and had
difrlcully In walkinllUnaidcd. and .pp.uenlly J:eU urN easily (Illc pl.anned
pro,mnme was only 111 bour of conversation and d'$("lI$$lOll).

Al itlst before 9pm. Healbc1" Couper broultllttlte eveninll 10. close.. It had been
• most inlerotinjt eveninjt. and well wonll lile trip from Bath to MineheMl.
Suell evenlll are very rare. and 0111 one was made~ poijtnant by !he fact
thaI this was potentially Arthur C C1arke'slut lrip to the UK.

((The 1993 judjtCl for tlte Anhur C Cl.rke award will be Mau~n Speller and
Muk Plummer ~pracnlinjt "Foundation". Kev McVelltlland another (not yel
confirmed) representinll llle BSFA. MUlm J.kubowski and Dr Monis
GoI~smith represenlinll lhe Science Policy Foundation and Dave Barren
admmiSlrlling.probahlywiththehelpofJeffKiplin,l.»)
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More than Bloody Teflon
In lola/ox 100. co-ordinalor Kev McVeiltll wrote (as an ordilW)' nk"mben tllat
"communications jtive lIS ._ _p operas .nd jtlme IIMI".-\. Welthet
forecaJlillJ? Remember Mr Fish's hurncane? What about the starvlnjt. Sid.
tIomeksl or unemployed. How would. UK s~ Ilf"(IJl:ram Ilcnefit lhem: He
willnowfindoul.

Julian Flood. Lodge Farm Cottage, Coney Weston, Bury St
Edmunds, Suffolk IP31 1HG

How can .nyone who drives. c.t. uses communications of .ny son. use~ a
dishwllSher or a washinll machine. wriles Wilh • word·p~ssor. even. how
can such I person doubt the value of. space projtrlmme? LeI me spell out lhe
resullS of the race to lhe moon. II WU. Iflerall. a longtime ago.

Without Apollo. lhe mini.turisalionofeleClronics would have Ilcendelayed by
years. All the .bove ilems arc cheaper. smaller.nd less wasteful of n:SO\ItCeS
becauklheyarc bctlerdesillned. Bctlerdesijtn depends on che.p compullnjt.
Wellherf~illJl:tLasimproved·oneFishdoelnolmakeashoatoferrot.

l.MId Ule has improved. Picturca from space alen us to lhe dam.lte in tropicll
rain foresll.soil erosion and waler pollution. CrorodiJelSeS are dlillnoscd from
orbit.

Still IlIlIl convinced? Try tills. A sinllle picture showinjt Eanh risinll over lhe
bleak surface of the moon twoutllt horne 10 millions how small. frallik .IMJ
Ilellll,MooI horne planet is. Anyone wllo sees 1111I. ima,le. ,leneral. vrttn.
politICian or fan.nd who mIII,ns unmoved has IJII/illio emotions ilultifoed by
rudinltoo mucll hilh fllUSy.

II 'I~ diffICUlt to th,nL of rusons for the British to 110 b;Kk 11110 qNa!.
(Yes. Mek. We had a s.paa: Ilf"(IJl:ramme. launched IlIlcllitel;. even held the
=otds for !he hea"iest fL151Iauncll).It _ .. the Black KniJdv,lBlack AITOW
projIramme. A ~port said that it "'as • IOOCceuful demonSltlllOll bul more
money _lIS needed if it WllS 10 be developed ,nlO I "i.bIe commercial rockel.
'The money WllS IlIlIl fonhcominll - instead Huold Wilson jtave it 10 BMC or
British Sted or Upper Oyde Shipbuildefl or some other pet financi.1 black
bok - 10 lhe series came to an end Ind thaI _lIS it. "ThaI's why we scrounltC
rides from RlISSia. the USA and FratICC.

Whit would we Ilain? Well. suppose we lIIned by de"elopinjt Alan Bond's
enllinc Ind lhe Hotol space plane. New materials. new desijtn lccllniques. new
tnjl;in«rinjt skills. Who krKlwS wltere they miltlll lead? A research .nd
develOllmenteffOl'l.tonjtlllese lines mlllht be_ profilable and evtn
morally_.cceptablelh.ndevelopinjt.notherconvenliCHlalfijtlllcraiter.fI.
Cheap lift inlo orbil opens all SOlIS of possibilities· power resources.
manufacturinll. disposal of danlleroul WllSles. Think of lhe cnmmerci.1
.dvenIIIlCi. the tal money IVlilable 10 spend on llle poor. the homeless, lhe
lIumble.

It won~happen.

Thetech~if.lchllllen,telhal.nalionchOO5CstofaceisaneJ.presslonorits

will. The AmetielJ'll arc in s~ bec.Uk they havt: !he OIIlwud urlle. the
compctitiYC:ness to show lhe world ....ho·s best. We are noI in space eJ.cept Ii
beuan. We don't have the guts.

EYC:n Science Fiction in Britain ran a..·.y from IDICC. hid from lcchnokltl:y.
Pmlaps llllt was SyotlptOfTlllic of the deeper malai$e.. II is ilill donlllllled by
~ f.....y. lbinks the phruc w. knle of_~ is peioralive. seems 10

beloe"e tl\al we c.a.n IIUll our lNid: on tile ltthnlQues llw we havr 10. ltave 10.
lIlielOfeedandclotheOlU'lClvesin.filllleworld.SFlbouldbe .....ayoftry'n,l
OIlt ideas.jRpu;nl! peoclie IOdell_lIb new and ucitinllconcepts. SII(lCI"'
/lerol'$ ny. lhey don't COlI moaey from the DHSS and Jlick ilranJe dlemicals
inco the... bkJod suums. Go to Bra~trord. SIt rijtM in the middle of the lMAX
ciolema and _ch TJo<.I/w pw",/. See wlw .."C·re missillJ. I don't $IIPJlOSC
t~'ll be many wen

Tell me I'm Wtoft,l. please. Tell me thaI IIlc 1tC1lCfI11OfI lhat scn:waI up the c.r
indllJlry. lhe s1tipyards••viation. Sl\ICC. SF. please Iell me il was In allcmllKltl
and that the ne.... jtCllCfIlion of writefl. businessmen. politicians. desillnen.
en,lillCCrs and aet::ountanlll has btoadcr visions. clearer insillbIS.W,der VI§lal.
OIherwlle.it will lOon Jdtinl wone.

Whatule is. space ptO,tramme? It·s. dlajtOO§\lCtool. it lell you ifyoutsociely
can back it.

This construction ensu~. lhat no offence is ~iven to Ik"riiOll~ of
eilher.•ny or nOllender. unlike llot: cuslOmary slhe or hir allcmallve~. Or II
lakeSlhe piss 001 ofChe PC thOll/lhl poJice. 1 fOl/lel which.



81u, Plu,," IS~ 0( sev~nol films IVlllible on lite IMAX system,
lite UK's IMIles! CII'ICITII SCTttn, some 52 f~tl"llh Ind 64 feet ...-ilk. In the UK,
IMAX Cln ooly be secn at tlte Nal,OftII Museum of f'hoIOltrlphy, Film IIId
Televis>Oll, Bladford, lhou,i:h I~ is liso In IMAX Krttn it! Drn HIIJ IIId II
ICvenol SileS in tM USA. Man: detaill from the NMPFT, Prina's View,
8Bdford BD5 OTR, lei: 0214 n1488.

IIIIN' Plu,," likes the viewer J50 miles inlO space 10 view the world.
I.IIrrounded by the narrow. fn,rile band o(ltmosplw;~ lhatl.llpports lik on
earth Ind liso looks II the forces that ,nnuence our envirorunetlt li~

vok:anoes.eanhqllal.:es,typ/loonsllld,pemapslhemosllJO"l'C'rful,Manund.11
mollnly compnses I«neS sJIoI: by ortM"n,l Shuuk crew members. one of whorn,
Coklntl John Blahl said "When you art: OUt In space and )'011 look down, you
FI the fecllna lhatthis IS I precious pbcc out~ in the univeno:~.

Oti'IcT films IVlilable ino:llKIc W'Urt 81"''' .(SIUr.< which,lOU on I five billion
yelr joumey thrOU,lh the evollllion 0( rife in Iwelve minUles with stale-of-lhe­
an campUler I!nphies Ind Alllu....r"·u which IIkC$ lhe vie_r undemeaah the
ITIIssivel«ber!swhe~thesealsllideandlifeislneverendingstl\l"le..

David Gillon, 41 Armada Way, Admirals Reach. Chatham, Kent
ME46PH

Kev McVelllh hilS back al me in MUlris 100. conunentinll on my "ease for
Space" soapbo.( in tile previous mailinll. He says I'm livin.&: in a dreamworld ..,
Dammil, I knew there WllS somt:thinll SUlTeal abot.Jt lhis pia«. Seriously
lhoullh. Kev's ~ply to my "Case for Space" nises valid points Ind meriu a
~ply,

Perhaps the major poii'll Ihal needs to be made clear is thaI I was nevcr arlluinA
fCK a UK lpace proltramme • tlte idea il IlidicOlOus and was meal'll pu~ly as In
eye<lIchin/l metaphor. We miltht IIave h.ad one once. wilh Blue: Sireak, but the
!!ovemment of lhe day IKW lhe ItUIS 10 PJe$$ ahead Wilh it and the moment
paned, Tryin,110 II.Il1ln independenl UK space PfOltnmme wouldn't even be
pie in tbe sty, it is money down tbe dnoin. ~lly speaking. I don't even
I.IIpporl ESA's involvement in the Hermes minl,$I\UUIe. its benefiu arc
OUI_idled by tile CO$tS. Co-openlion is tile only wly thll manned SJ*;e fli&ht
will advanee bc:yond the$hutUcandSpac:eSlllion Frc:edom. America may just
make II _k 10 tbe Moon by i~lr. bul any Man miuion is ROin& 10 need
Ruuia. ESA and probably the Japanese 1I$ we'll, Brita.in Ills no individUli
i~inSpace,butSpaceisimportlllllOtheUKec:onomyandlOail

those peopC In hi,th--tel:h cOOlpanies which benefil from the Wcllite indusuy ­
8riush~and~tllnMarroniSpacebc:lnlllthe'moslnoccworthy,Tht.se

artn't tuA one man Ind a doll! enlerpri$eS and if they !!O down the tube. tben
larJt: numben of people will be hwt.

K~v crilicisa my emphasis on "Sc~na" n.tber tllan MSt:icna: FlClioo" in the
BSFA's full title. I had no intention of imply in,I. that we au anythinlt 01:00 Ihan
a lilenry society. what 1 was emphasisinlt IS lliat science is of profound
sillnlflCano:c 10 one of SF's rNjor schools Ind important enou,lh 10 the OI:he'r.
sorter, school Ih~1 IUlOOrs limost inevillbly feel lhe' need 10 creale some
pseudo-scientifIC iU~lIfjntion for even lheir most outlandish of literwy
conceit~, rfscience is of importance to the people writinl! in tbe J!C'nre,tben
surely we must treat it with equal importance if our criticism, commentaries or
whalev~r are to be of any valllC - wOllld Kev writc In anicle debalinlt
innucnce~ on Tolkien or cs Lcwi~ wilhoul considerinlt their Christianily. for
uample? Given thaI science is ~levant. we must l$Sume thaI the ~al_world's

lreatmcnlofscienceisofatlcastpaS5in.Rintcrest,CC:r1ainlylheeleetioni~lf

mUSIhavellirredlbe notice of more than a handful of members. If science is of
noinlereSltOl1le BSFA,then why the hell is 1'''''"rptlblishinllanicIesOfl tbe
Bur.ReSS Shale and anomalies in nil'll slrall? There was also Cecil Nurse·s
inflOl1O\lS "Why Scienlists are Idiots" iOIpbo.l, which appeared in MUITis a
coupleofyeana,:o((copieslvaillblefromtheeditorialldd~SlonreceiPtofa

la'lesae-ed,n,

It is obvious that Kev and I diSl,lree on the imponlnlX of abwxt scientifIC:
k/lowledJ!C'·1 believe thollC'Uriosityoflhillype is I sllnlival traiI- bul my
ar-,:umenl wu focused on tbe view lhat cenain or tbe problenu facinA our
lOC~y ean only be Khieved by the fundii'll and IIlIMgemt:n1 of KimtiflC
rnean::h in In educaaed manner _and lhat means we' need scicntiflCllly lilerUe
memben or our JtOvemmem. If Kev wants his eu~ for Cancer. or M..E.. or
AIDS. then he had belter hope lhat some ,lOVemment somewhe~ is a1loellinll
_ytolhatraean:h.

nl admit 10 findon,l II I link hud to follow Kev's IoJi<: in movin,l from
lec:hnolO,ly 10 the case of Rodney Kinlll. As he says 't1'loullh pemaps noc as he
meant • teeh~y made: no difference. it was llTeleUnL The Kin, CIK is one
o(e1hics:theethKSoflhepoliccofflCCS'linvol~tbeelhicso(lbejury..hich
cltalN lhem in SPIte of the evidence, the ethics 0( the people wbo lCized lhe
C1CIIK of the venllci to lum LA inlo I clly of Ierror. Ind the ethics of lhe
oot:lU1ltion It ~, which was wiK enoullh to condc:mn all three ~ps.
Tec:hnolOlty plays no pan,lny assumPtion that il should is nawed, TechnolOll:Y
isnever~thananenablcr,ltoot,chan,lesinsoc~yasal\'Sultofitdepend

l'IOIiuStOflthepossibilitiesitraises,bulonlhesocietYe.lislinllprlorwthose
chanllCS becominl! possible. EJ.ample: fenility treatments and emblyo
uperimenlalion _~ Ille subte<'t ohhe Wlrnock Commillee and Repart. 1'10I to
co-ordinate the ~S1:arch· ...·hich would be the "pure science" reason for such
ImC~1l • bUl because the ethics prevailinlt WIthin our 5.OC1I:ly meant lhal il was
umll;ceplahlc for such research 10 be carriw on wilhoul some rorm of oversillht
~nd hmilationsb!:inl! applied.

I haven't ~Id either HI·,.,""" Cun/OJ or Ru/f, which Kev dn..... on wben he
IIlkslbou!scienee in fl(:lion,bul irhe II IKitly assumin,l I'm I diehanl hard SF
fin, he's Klu.ally miSlUen, 01'1. I used 10 be, Niven Ind Forward were II the lop
of my penonal nnon II one italIC, bu1 nowadays I far prefer the P5)'C~ieal
charKter ooemed fl(:l)on or. for inltance, CJ C1lerryh. I was ..nicularly
irnpauscd by Onon Scoo Card's S,.,UUT /",. 1M lNud IeCWIly, Ind he can
Iwdlybe branded as a wnla" who bends hislr(ri: 10 fll the scieftCC. While I
would QIft that SF usually doesn' do I Itrtll job of depictinl science, some
re~nutionsarcquitepassalHe-C1lerryh·sCy/t'l'"fore.lamplc.Doin,lit

we'll and noI eompromisinll: tbe IIOf)' art: simply I measure of tbe skill dthe........
To sum up. Kev xcu:sed me, and by implication Kiener in J:tnenl, 0( failin,l
10 sec the real world. If wanlinl our ,lovemment 10 take aleadinl role in
directil'l,l Kiena ~h is dr9min,l. if J!fOUnd-levd American adentists
orJlnisin,l petitions -.:ail'l$llheir ,lOvemmenfs failu~ 10 siltn the Bi<Hlivenity
TrellyIlRioisfailinltoconfront~llily,lhen"mlladl'mldreamer.

Whal'sironio:,ofcourse,iltllalsincctheelce1ion.we have secntbecrealionof
the OffICe of Science and Tec:hnol~ywilh I Cabinet: level minister in William
WIJde!!nvc: (admittedly part-lime) and I remil coverinlt almost enetly Wholl I
suOCSted in my soapboll anicle. Thil isn't iust surprisinll:. it's damn near
stunninl,butitisabopefulsi/tn,WhllremainSlobeseeniswhetherornocil
makes I differencc.

Dave langford, 94 London Road, Reading RG1 5AU

I can quarrel wilh severalaspeCls of Steve Buter's science in RuJI (moslly the
biolo/ty), but Kev McVcillh'llCJl:uSllion lhal he iltooreJ basic physics seems
miSC<lrl«-ivcd. To cite ~the effccu of hilth It on human cells" is 10 min lite
point: It, the local Kccleration due to,lravily. is I varilble in RuJfs universe
illStasitilhe~,only~so.andtheboolr.'schlraeterstJlperieneeequivalenl

It·valllCS within. suppoll.lble nnll:C from free-fall to sevenl times unh'l
I!n.Vily on the brieny-visited surfl« of the iron SlIT. h's capilli G, lhe
IIIf:Ivilitionalconstanl..whichisabiUiontin'lelillrJ:tr-lOthat unusually lillie
IIlISI is needed IOpoooduec I "normal" R. And when Kev callslhis Man old,old
lrick~,1 bel he'llhinkin,l 01 hilh-It lIoriea like Clcmmt's MissilM ~Grul"lt)'.

rathertllantbehilh-GsiIUllionSteveIC"lUillydescribes.

Yuri SCherbatykh. kw 136, ul. Kottsowskaja 17. VOfonezh,
Russia 394036

«(li'lisoocnletterwasaiSOseftllOtbeProtopl.asmSFC"IIrtvenlion,heldin
Mancheste'rth"June.aslcontnbutionIOtbeirscimtiflClIRnd))

Human beinls 1Iavc: a1q)'S tried 10 ellch allllimpse of tbe fUlun: from the lime
ofthe'aneienl p/Ianohs 10 the preKnI.1llere havealwa)'S been fonunelCllers
IIIdpropheu:,l5Irok1t!:istsllld ..lmruders. BUI tltequeslions about the fut,,",
CUllRC 10 suit each period in hiRory. Peop!e can try IOforecasl cllan,leS in lhe
[anh's clunate. chanllcs in polilical s)'SICml. Of can predicl IeChnolOltical
prl),lress. Let's try to imaAinc: whal human bein,ls will be like in tlte distant
fUlure, Ict's guess how their bodies and souls will devclop.

Peopleareehildrenofnatu~;theyarelheproduclOftlte laws of evolution of
livin,lcreatul\'Sonourplanel. But aller havinll alwaysbeenanor~anic pan of
the biosphere. they are now becOOlinll more and Il'l<:n alien 10 it. This has to do
with llle fact that huntllnkinl! hu llI=r~i~telllly been cleliliujI ib 010'11
tcchnolollical rivin.R environment; a "tcchnosphe~- that Ilreally differs from
the environmenl OUI of which;1 was created. In order to better undersland
po$.ible direetions of human development, I would likelopresenllhypothesis
ofthethreestlgcsofhumans'adaptltiontolheirenvironment.

In lite first Illll:Cofdevelopmc:nl, when peOple were only Ihinkinlt primales.
they rueted passively tochanlles intheirenvirot1ment IndadaPtedlothem,fCK
uample, in the rold. all mammals' blood vends COntrICI. reltUlalinll lhe
orJlnisms heatinJ reflexes. When peop!e acquired reason. they found another
.....y 10 ruet to natural factors. Rllhe'r tllan puaivdy adaPtin,l 10 ntlural
flC1OrS, the'y WAed cbanl:in,llheir CAvironrnent, a1terin,l 1110 C"IIrtform 10 the'ir
nceGsanddcslres..

Thus belan lhe second state or the evolution of livin,l aaIUfC$ on Earth.
What do peop!e do when dltUS cokf1They put on cklthes. build shelters.lum
on elcctri<: appIianc:es.. In other word" they create around tltem a micro
enVlfllnmel1l with comfortable li ..in!! rondilions. Most of the problems th.
ft« hUrNn bein.u today ha.-e to do WIth the fact thai our livin!! environmenl
IIIschanJeddraslicailyinthepaslc:cnlury.whikbiolotliclllyspeakin,l.human
beinp themselves 1Iavc: remainedjllSl: U they were a thousand yell'$ 1&0-

'The core of my hypothesis is tllat humankind will be f~ to tum to yel •
third llep 0( adaptltion. In this stl,lt:. humans will kam 10 cllanll:C lheir
Of,lalllsms to mtcI. a desired ,lOI.i 10 be flexible Ind adjull 10 their
environments. consciously chan!!in,l their bodies as bc:comc necessary. Indian
)'Oftis were the first 10 SIIr1 doin,l Ihis: tMY can chln,le their own body
tempenlu~. mellbolism, hear beat. ete. Today, biofeedback machines help
people COfltrol their own veltelablt systems, This is only the bellinninll of lhe
process of human beinll:s' ~lease from the rillid ,lentlic projtrams lhal a~
es!lblislledinlhembynllure.

Wllal can humans expect in the fUlure? Lct"s tum 10 science for an ellact
answer, But unfortunately, tooay·1 science doesn't look more llian twenly or
thiny years aht:ad. ~lerc are Ihe leasons ....hy: absence of fundinll or lon~ lenn
project. Also the impo$sibilily 10 properly lest on e.. istinl modchi,since only

c=---- --- ---~-- ------_-:



lime can Jhow whatlhe futu~ will reIIlly ~ li~e. And the narrow Jpe<:iali»lion
of coNemponry Kience disellOOUr3.ltJ lhe eollabonlion of upens from many
tnnehes of seienoe biolotl:i:st.s. psyeholOll:isl5. physioloJist. philosophers_.
lhat is crilicalto di5WK pmtidions.

So.fseiencewon·ttdlthefUlWl:fOl'IIS._'lturntoStienceFlCtion.F:anla$y
tnYely CtelIteS 'INJ:C:I of I. new world. COI'IstanI .n_II01'1 of new i~ IS
vnl.l to Seltnce Hnion. since it is whal arouses ~aoders' interest. H~er.
Seoence Fiction IS mon: tNn fl'\litlc:u drellfllillJ. it otten turm out 10 be valid
pmllCtions. Remember lhat UB. ~rapfts. the lIIom bc;wnbs. robots.
telev.sionand~n,lthtappc.amjfirscinStoenceFldlOrllilef1l!Wl:.l.ndonly

lattflnlel.lltfe.SctenceFlCtionPft'SC'ntt:lISwiUlawidevl.rietyolalttml.liYell
fOl' the f""u~. and :at leasl I. small numbel of them will be relllised. Today
Seltl'ltt Fldkln is the only way to Jd I. tiel.!, C(IIlCtete look at the fUlU~.

How docs Seience Fiction present human beinl;l of lhe dilUnl fUlll~? The~

~ jttneral1y three diffe~nt kinds of predictions, eacch of which hal ilS own
bnnches and variations. The firsc is that human ~inJtl will no( ehanRe'. This is
the most popular view and is presenled by, for eumple. luu Alimov in T~
EIItJ n( E'''fl,r; and Stanislav Lem in Snlurts, HUIT\I.III tan tome up with
lmuinl; machines. ehlnae lhe planet's climale Ind tOllQtltl the jl;aluy, but
their own SOIIII ~main just lIS pell'lcxinll: lnd lheir bodies iUSl as powerless as
ours:areforullooay,

"The s«ond son of litentture looki at lheconSlanl processofevoluliOll: I. rate
of "new people" will take lhe pllce of human bein.&;1 we know. Examples of
Ihis sort of prop~y include HG Wells' Th, T",w MuchiM lnd Edmund
Hl.I11iltOll'1 Th, EI'lJiuli'IfI 01 Doc·'nr P(J/lurd. This kind of fanluy. in which
humans chanll.e PIIlSively. is probably unlikely. In his book Th, P<Jlt. P""nt
<J1ItJ Flltll" of HlUtWnir;. lhe Russian ProfeSlOr BySlfOv wrote: "In order for
man·s biolOjl,ical evolulion to conlinue, il il necCISII}' 10 place people in life
lhmlleninll:condilions in which lhey need ocn.in biolOjl,ical traits in order 10
survi~". BUI this probably isn'l possible in our huml.llC and civiliscd world.
whe~ weak and alOl\Jl:••nd ill:oonInt and intellijttnl haYe practically even
chanca 10 ~produc:c.

The third IlrouP or Stimoc FICtion prediction IS lhal lIumans chilJlll:e aaivdy,
by their own will and accordillJ 10 lheirown ptan. The ~bililY ofillis kil'd
of de~1ocJmmI is a:raIcs. Some aUlhors uped drascic chanKel in hUlMn
bell\ll:S. who In flllllft will pin mti~ly new capabililin: IClepoMlly. Icviwion
and Ielcklnctiea. O:her .uthon conocnlmc on lech~ical perfection of
peop!c: I.rtif!ciall;ills, rnechl.Jticl.l bnlltS.1'd Olhes orll:l.ft$. and so forth. The
~nc:ralsymboloflbisappl1)l(:hlOevolUlionlSthec:onc:ep:ofa-eybemet.1C

llIJI.nlsm-, I. hulT\l.ll machine Wt tombines the adVI.lll.l.llCli of both people and
n:Jbou. HowcYeI. the human body and hulT\l.ll emOUOM arr lOll alien 10
machlnes'lO!ic to SUlXn$fully combine the two.

BlII I. pel1OlldoClln't need loinsen I. cornpulel Into his or het bnin in ordcr 10
Ium 10 conlrol his or hel body and COl'll(lOU$ness. We don't know ....hich
direaion human de~lopment 110',11 really take. and can only IMte s~ions.
Ri.hl now. Sticnce Fiction writen are rKed wilh lhe problem of people's
psydlOlOjl,icl.1 prcpanllion for SUll'ri5CSand unprecedenledchanll:estluit will
ariselhroullhlhedeYelopmcntorhumaneiv,liSltiononEanh.Sciencc: FiciiOll
hlen.lureservcsualn.dul.ladapll.liOl'ltolhefuture.

Peculiar to last issue
Terry Jeeves, 56 Red Scar Drive, scarborough Y012 5RQ

or lhe Alimov obiluaries llOO much covera~c in V,,-fOr), I'm nOI ~ ~reat lover
of Asimov'l fittion, bul I lhoull:hl the Tommy Ferll.uson comments to be
bl.llnced and accurale, panly bec.use he wu Il.iven more room 10 develop his
theme. Asimov was I. $eminal innuence in SF. he did write some ,lood stuff ­
and I. lot: of bad, .nd he was most ocnainly In IRnucntlal fi~ure in many fans'
lnt!OduetlOl\ 10 the Il.enre, Let's face il. Gcmsba<:k wrote some abysnal rK:liOll.
bul no one would deny he was I. prime mover in lhe crealion of lhe whole SF
rleld. Let'l Rue condemn the whole of Asimov outnll:hl - or for lhallMlIer.lct"s
110I make 111m allIRt - he was. lite lhe rest of us, I. hWlW1 belnl; wilh aren,lllls
and weakneuu. Steve Grover- 'ppre(:lI.led thew two sides and I loved lhe
comrnentOl'llhefanwhoobjccledtolhe~lnSuI"r"Jbecauseitdidn't

obey Asimov's laws.

I enIDred both New Books and the SF Scene. but I ....ould pul in I. pla for
,lTUterCOYefllCoflbcll'llJ:uinerldd.pertlapsacolumnoowhatisa.ppearinl;
in the American If'II.I,uines would 1;0 down _II - ocrtl.inly it could be no
worx than the currenl COYCrl,tC of ma,:azines. Sadly. 1,,"roOM princs auff
which Iroundunread.abletllelasllimell11edll.ConfCllUOll,lnever-cvenlleard
oftheochel tltiCll mentioned ·lh.sl ofcourse ii '1I00d point. the column malCli
me .ware or new auff.

As ror "OIinl; on Awards. well, I ha~ several vel}' Il.ood reasons (10 me. III
leasI,rornevervotinll.eventhoull.h I JttI I. lar,le numberoflitJes by way of
review. My reasons are as follows:·

I'mneversureofwhichlitlescornewllhlnll.iYenvotinll.dalCS.
I seldom come across .ny litles I think wOl'1h. nominal ion.

3. My views are usually differenl from lhe seleniOll panel, so I'm not
inlercsledenoull.h in the NominaliOlls 10 bo!her votinll: even if I were entitled 10
dow.

Wilh rell..rd 10 lhe on-I;Oina arll.umcnl .boul wh811he BSFA Should do, be and
so on, herewilh my o.... n humble opinions for whal llley are wOMh. Whalever
turrenl membcn may say. wilen we crea.led lhe BSFA batk in lhe fifties, its

11

I._cd aim (which may possibly have IIKn officially ch;Lnjled SIn« then) was
-10 brina new blood into fandom" as it Wllilloull:hl numbers~ falllnl;. Does
the BSFA still pursue lhis aim? 111 assume II docs. bul. sadly. no( as _lias "
mi,ht.

rd~(~rlhema,:l.Zi!lCllIOre\lfflIOASfonnac.lSlblSlSt.UlC:rlohandle.1ess

fkwy and more bootIma.pzine lile. V,...,....,.. whtdl should be the ~fbIEstIlP-of
thelf'll.l,Uines.hasdullco~n·andofiendullleldl.rtitles·andwhodcctded

it should be -n.: crit:ical iowMI_"" Pate 2 IS .....aaed by !lie ovcrlar~ SDlCad
oftillcs. ThcpaJ.C3cditorialstouldbenefil (and LIke less space:)lfthey u~d

the print size. forml.l and three eolumns of the~ of the mal;. The udeways
headi~Ia.!SOwaslelj)atCandlllCaplintotheeye.Takenl~thet.'heyuse

up allTlOSl Ibree PIttS of the lotal ZA. A ndiculous balanee for mere title
helditllll.EYentheoompetitionno(cson plJ.t 9 take 2/3rdsofapa,lC. As (or
malMaI.1OIl mud, spa.oc on Asimov••nd I doubt much ,lenc:n.l imerea would
be met by "fossils". Book reviews. lhese are ucellenl and iust the nlEht IenlEth
witlloul 'lCrbose o'ICrkill • drop 'em from Vtt·u..... pul all revic'....·~ ,nlO one:
magazine.

Steve Jeffery, 44 White Way, Kidlington, Oxon OX5 2XA

Re Fonu: I'm havinll.a relhink on whelher I. malEuine fOlTlUl was the be.\.! WlY
10 orllsnise I. fiction workshop, Ind wOBOer if In aPli syslem milEhl be more
suilable SOlhal evel}'hody lEels I. look in. I've noted the EGM 1.1 No~acon ((no·
lhe EGM will now be held just prior 10 lhe Kim Slanley Robinson lilk II lhe
BSFA London meetinll: on Seplember 21. see Kev McVeij!h's column for mure
delails· cd.)). It really depends on whac lhe wrilen wanl lhem~lves _ real
critical feedbllckon subm;ss;ons ora subsidised v.nily press. I wouldslronll.ly
arlucalaisntlhe BSFA fundinlthe lallerju$l loinnale I. few egos.

Ken Lake, 115 Markhouse Avenue, London E17 BAY

Ku McVeiKh uys Ihe BSFA docsn'l IuiYe much _yR. So he up$ the sub.
10 (l~ and simullallCOU§ly I.ACS F"IHJ and Pu,.,rhudl In(,rlm. Nobody
answered my earlier QllCSlioos: how many copoes of RSFA ITlIJI:Ul!lCl1 do we
$ell 1.1 lhe cover prices.. throull:h ....hal OUIIeU. why don'l we sell • hellluu lot:
more? And 10 summarise: I Clpect value for moncy.l.nd ""'C1'C I no( leavlnj! lhe
UK Ibis Scpiembcr. rd cancel my 12·year-or-so.lonll members'llp n.llt now.
WhIII.do_ .....' Valuc for money. And this IlIn)lI.

Kev SlYS _ need I. BusillClll Manq:er. mcnllORS "e..thlonj!C I.ds~ In BSFA
lines and Gollanc:z paperbKks. II was _ such which broujlht me 10 lhe SFA.
10 , know they can wort. they don't coa • tlCnny (camen. ready copy from
Golll.nc:z. it's SFna/ adYel'lisinl;. _ need II 10 must sacrifICe some cd,tonal for
it). I haYe IIKn both an IIdYeniseme,. m&III.I:er (sellinll $.poI.CC) and an
achcnilinll: manager (dnflin. ropy, p/.acinll ads. 10 best advl.Illalle) and I CM't
be alone In havinll: Ibis skill. Why mIISI Tennant knockll:ood idcas when he tS
obvuslytotallyi,nomtloflhefltld'Let'sdoil!

80th Ten""nl and the lovdy Ms Speller can'l Il.1UP why !he BSFA must 1I1OW.
11'1 I. mailer of scale: wilh 10.000 members, we could haYe I. supelb selection
of1.lnes,farmon: innucnce in lhe publlshinll.wot1d to provide members wIth
mort and better SF. the tluinc:e 10 launch I. fittionzinethat paid oommerela.!
n.tes (and which would aJso sellacrou newSSland counlers) lhe pelty probleml
of col1l.1inll. .nd stuffinll. ("fulfilment"' ....ould become picayune, ev~rythlnll '

~:~~i::~ ;h::~~n~n~So~r.~I~~I~~~~'i::'~a~ac~l~a~~~~Il:::::7~c~a:f~F
worldwide. All for the sake ofpayinjl fore-pen help 10 place and sell ad. spa<:e
10 intrease membelShip, Come Oft. nowl

I'll like 10 e-tend • massive Ilrcetinll.nd all,lood wisltcs to Elizabelh Billinller
Ind Carol Ann Green for lheir willinj{ aCOCplallCe of comple.. and harrowinll.
lash. We need more like them. and ....e Ihould be Il.raleful 10 lhem!
COI'Illratull.tions also 10 Chutk Connor for a br.ve .nd honest oulbulSl! And
COnlln.15. 10 Jim Enabnd for his sUJ,lCSlion lhal Focus should print OrbIter
conuibs.·whal.lbImn Il.ood idea! l1u.l way lhewriters ....·ould be assured or
llCUinll unbiased criticism at least _ But: sllould Tennant be able to lIy "I won't
IlaYe my sub. used fOl' this/Mhat" when tile CommitlC'C has been
democ:mically elected 10 make lhew dccillOlUl? l'd·ve hroullhl I. t·s/'tln If you
made 'em bill eoouj!h (anti If the InlCripllOl1 was confrontat.onal and
controvc:n.i.1 enou~!) How aboul -BSFA People Do IE With Redet Fucl" Of
-Grow YOIII" Own Alien· Plant A BEM Today- or some such lIash'

FinallytoMaureen·slcller.laPl)l.udherspir"edc:alllOarmtibulre~het

fcdillj! thaI she has to scokI us so muth and refute hel mmp/.aint about
crilicism and praise ror Commit~ membeR' Iet'l ~ Ibis W1lillht: pra,se IS
irnmaaeltl.l and irrelevl.nt. alllhat mlnen. is that the complaints come rollinll In.

for withoul them your membenhip il dccayin,l and slidin,l a.....y Quielly:
criticism means peopIc carr! And no. Mo, I did not (even imp/.icllly) criliClse
you:youlidmity<lUl'lClfyouhaYeCh.~dyourmlndaboutthlnll:syoufouj!ht

aronll.ly for, I w:anllO KC the BSFA SUrvl~. and to do so it mull be dnIJ.aed
kidinll..nd I(rumina inlO the market pilOt. I hope you've no! been 100 lonl;
in lhe jl,rOVC5 of academe 10 remember lhe RClII World OUI here, where money
mallers.nd membership trIClIns money.

Susan Francis, 16 Crowhurst Road, Colchester C03 3SW

SIeve Grover reckons he and Syd FOSIerlltC the only people whocompillned
ShoUI Milli~one "in anylhinll. li~e forceful lerms". Please define "forceful". I
only whlnll.ed when rcncwinll my sub. Ihal I wouldn'l renew ;1 I~ain if Iocr...
werelnymoresuchcock,ups,1 reckon from whal has been publlshl'l1and lhe
verblll opinions I've heard lhal Mr ptrinllle) mUSl ha\'", had a number "f
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variously abusive lellers. moSI of which ~ chooses to i,Rnon:. This is now
r>earlya ycarold.and lexpeCllhccd. will be prinlillg "lhiscorrespondence is
now closed" any time now. ((sec: below ;-) ··Eds)

Re Ken Lake's empire buildin.': e.'l "We could subsidise tbe;r lines. even
incorporate them into OIlr OWn costfree" and scveral OIher sUAAeslions, This has
been said before. by Maureen and.c"hers: il is nOicostfree! E~en supposinllihe
people you wanllocollaborale wIth aj!:ree and assumin.ll an mfinllesUjIJIlyof
conlpete"t volunleer labour payinjl; [beirown transpon costs. material (paper.
cle.l and postl,R.C are both si.llnificant costs Ihal increase wilh bulk. not fixed
ovcrlleads. First you'd have 10 have the ,Ilreatl)' expaR(\ed financial base
(membership), then yOtl can consider doinjl; this Sluff. Otherwise you mlll'tIlIIlC
)'Oursel(IOllie buy now pay laler system. which is the mostex~nsive way of
doin~ anythin~. as many people have found to their cost. and which the BSFA
has so far avoided. as far as I know.

I a~rec with moSt of whal Maureen $IYs. quibbles. etc. follow. Criticism of
apathy nile avera,ll:e 8SFA member wanlS everythin,ll: handed to him/her on a
plale"): this is nOlhinj!,to do with the 8SFA as such. Random (ie familiar to me)
example: my FoE IlrouP has aboul 100 memben. a half to two thirds of which
rtRol'W more or less on time. son of. a much smaller number ~ive any OIher
indicationof bein~ awake and about 20 tum up sometimes either at meelings or
elsewhere. h is not known how many enllalle in OIher relevant activities. ell
wrilinl( the leuen to M.P:s thaI are frequently called for. I also don't know how
many ha~ serious reasons for not bein~ aclive like being housebound or
havinj! lWO full"time jobs (one paid, one nOl). For all I know. most of them are
active ... in somethinj! else (like CND. Amnesty International. Greenpeaee.
local "community activities. PTA·s. volunlary 1"011::. evenin~ classes, spons.
cullllralassociations,conrunnin~,wriuenfanactivitjesoulsidetheBSFA. local
clubs. "fringe" fandom.etc.).

Olle of the thinj!s people can do that doesn'l take much time away from their
panicular extra·curricular activity is nominatinj! and votinj! for the award.
cxceptofcourse when the forms arrive 3 days before the deadlin.e. I rarely read
new books unless the library happens to Ilet lhem: ptople who don't live near a
j!ood library (and arcn't rich). or whose literary tastes are not confined to SF
and allied ~nres. have a problem here. The problem I had was that, havin,ll:
been assured Eastercon members areeli,ll:ible 10 VOle. therefore it is possible to
VOle at Eastel"l:on. there was no box to vote in. If your rep. is only j!oinjl; to be
there for the AGM. please ask the overworked Commillee to put a cardboard
box with a suitable label On il somewhere (preferably somewhere visible)
«There was a box for BSFA ballou bcside the OIher ballot boxes in the foyer··
an overworked comminee memberJ)

Them~azineshavelatelyacquiredaconfusedandtallyair?Listen.J"vebeen

a member for 12 years. The m~azines have lauerly been neal. le,llible (if only
wilh a hand lens) and intellij!ibly laid out. You should have seen lhem in the
mid'SO's1

Nature Notes
John Hurley, 18 5t David's Place, Park Site, Maestag, Mid
Glamorgan

I Sil here in my deep. amiable armchair. slippered feet at peace upon an
OIloman. the old meerschaum smoulderin~ and I am in a fey mood. a lazy and
ponderous hour is upon me. due. no doubt. to the heavy weather. Lan,ll:uid heat
ispressin~aj!ainSlthehij!h window and not a brecze stirs, not a single zephyr
has vemured for1h from lhe near fir"spiked hills in a curious allroction to view
who is doinl( what. and so. havin,ll: perused MUlri.r. VewJr and Puperhod
Infuna. I begin this missive in an impish frame of heart

Doin~ much walkin~ about the near counlryside. because of the prolon,ll:ed
,lI:ood weather. the abundance of wild life. flora and fauna. has been stronltly
noted this year by myself and OIhers. planls especially are in profusion.
FOJlj!lovesstand tall alonlt the roadsides, more lhan I have seen for a lonjl; time.
Honeysuckle also is clamberin,ll: rife upon the hed,ll:es as are numerous other
plants whose ,i:iven names I do l'l0l know, Molehills were in abundance a
lllOlllh or so back and in the last five years a pair ofoozzards were daily seen
,i:lidin,i:across the sky. the first lhal I have ever seen in this arta. alas. they are
missil'l,ll: now as some trash in human jluise cut down a hundred year old oak
tree tocollecttheire,ll:jls. Snake and lizards have always been lecn hereabout
and deer come over the hill to j!:raze. Rabbits and numerous birds ,11:0 about
their lives ... justa minute. what is all this leadin,ll to? Get to the point, even ifit
has no sharpness. It's no thrill al all displayin,ll: a jewelled hilt if the drawn
sword has a ply"'ood blade .•. Well. I was thinkin,ll:. what if there is a world of
humans. but no Olher livin,ll: creatures. No birds. insects. fish or mammals,just
ve,ll:etation adapted 10 survive in its own uniquc way. and soon lhis premile.
how would the human evolve? No airborne crealurcs 10 ,i:ive winJl:s to the
ima,ll:ination. no walerdwellersto~ivethe fancyofbreathinj! in the decps. no
Iifeforms at all for the apeman to ape. The livinjl world cOnsiSlinj! of trees,
shrubs. reeds. flowers. vej!elables.etc .. what society, what civilisations would
develop?

YillinJ .WI und flhun'~d Ih~ pod.1 hurSI und f/inlllheiT utdJ Into Iht uir und he
r~\'~red Ih~ mUlli,. lIf Iht u,·li"n. und s" uflfr munv dTeUminll nillhlS ht
Humined Iht p"d.1 um) fim'lIv h~ ,·mJ.llTlwl/,d hi.f (1M''' lIiunl "", und J'UII.led
himJ/'lf 10 hi' flllnfl in'" Ih/' uir. 10 lhe '''''e of hi.1 /riM. Yimm ...us Ihrillw ulld
mlllhll' flrmul us h~ firM' u"',,'/' Ih/' pe'IfI/~. LLJlu. Ih/' """fI/e enilll'/'d Ih/'
flic/llu orYimm hmA-en und d/'I,d IIflon Ih/' IITfumd. Gimm Juid Ihul Yim", hud
u('led lit/'tl utd. ftllU nOM'plun! him; (lnt!.10 Ih/'.vdid. but h/' did m>l /(m....

MJld. Imu, Bimm lhou/(hl abow Yimm tiS M ",md/'ud Ih~ kuul SVL'umore·
Type ITU und Ihe de,'er jal/in/( IJ/ ilS .•/,eds as IlrtV 1..'iTltJ d""'I1 ..",ros. und Ir/'
reuliud ,IrUI 'his "'us Ilr/' perf/'('I ....v 10 fly. und 50 Irt mIlde Slick..! in Ih/' odel
shapto{lheJud..as/' ....hich JafuTIl/' "Y".UMSWMill/(uponlheupexo{
Ihe I"fly lree. Bimm leafll du ". Iris Iru"ds holoillfi his im'enlion. and Ihe Iribe
SlUud in u ..'e UI his belru,'iour. Laru. Ilrey t"jr.)·td Ilrt imllilt oj Bimm. bmten
und dtud lI(lfJn Iht firll/lfld. Gimm .wid Ihm 8imm helit"\"td himul{ U sud. 50

Ihey plunled him. and Iht SlrunRe Slid . ...lri('1r Irod Jlabhtd ilu/{illio Ihe
/(Tmmd. Ihey Itfllhut tiS a refutlla 10 ,Ire ,II''''

In Iht quit! daYS. mIlny Im,u/?h, abmH Yimm and 8im1ll and IIr~ir impreui,"t
dtulhJ. und IlrtybtflUlJ a fashian ufleclinR Ihe {lOTU o{Na/l4Te. Thos/' "'h,,
,'(/l'eTtd Ihemul,'es ill ieul'u bel'ume lire Bushmen, whilt IMle ...h" "VJT/, Ih/'
frllil5 'J//lrt Iht hu~el ..'tTl' namtd Ihe NUllus. Thtn Ilrt! flo...ermtn ums/'. "'ho
hud\'uriouSIJ(f..h'H>I$un:l>TdinR 10"'hulplan/lhey!ul'U1ITed'/oruumpl/,:lht
Bluebells.llrt Pamits. Wirlr Ihr P/lssinfi millennium cume 1M dimux: lire Nmle
Kill. first M~lrn hy Slinfi.11 <'an he wjtly pTeokltd l/wllhe Vefiewhlt Empire
14'i/l won uriu, SI) Wt ('un uvea Ihe arri\'ul of Iht SIUTship: Ne... P"IUW.
(·rt ...·tdhylhtS..·tdtl?

P.S. I have ""frained from delvin~ inlO their deferoce systems involvin,ll: lhe
parsnip pistol. melon monar and the deadly cruise carrot. borne by the Millet"
Tree.

Overview of the BSFA
Peter Tennant, 9 Henry Cross Close, 5hipdham, Thetford,
Norfolk IP25 7LQ

There's much talk of members' apathy and lack of contributions. bul issue 100
was almost burstin,ll: at the seams with content. so YOlJ must be doinj! sornethinJl:
right.

Therc's no much to discuss and comment upon that it's difficult 10 know where
tobellin. Chuck Connor's lenerseems a j!ood point of departure, as he credits
me with sparkin,ll: him off. I'm sorry lhal Chuck found my leller in Matri.r 99 so
mind·numbinlt. He shoutd have waited for the effect 10 wear off before pullin//­
his own pen to paper.

Chuck uses the poor response to Mic Rolter's criticism of the BSFA as an
excuse 10 berate the membership for apathy. dismissinjl 99% as "mindless.
passive consumers" in the contemptuous tOllC of lhe self"ri~hleous lICtivist.
Bully for Chuck. NOI contcnl with thaI. he turns on the two people who did
respond 10 Mic and proceeds to put them in their place too. apparently unaware
tllat there's an clement of inconsistency creepinj! into his arj!:uments. I ~lIeSS

tarrinj!: e~ryone with the same brush is easier than excrcisinj!: a lillie
judgement

Chuck ~oes on to qUOle me out of contexl. jlivinjl the impression that I wanl
FOI:fls cancelled simply becaule it appears irrc/l-ularly. Then he irnlij!nantly
demands what I've done to keep the ma,ll:uine ,ll:oin,ll:. FIJI:u.1' rej!ularity is nOl
the issue as far as l"m concerned (thou,llh if the ma,ll:azine is to continue. steps
should betaken to ensure that it appears on a re/l-ular basis), Anyone able to
follow the recent dialOjl;uc in Mmra will be aware that 1 consider Fot'f/s to
serve no real purpose. Given thaI, why does Chuck think 1 shOUld be doinJl:
somtthio/l- "to remedy the irrcJl:ularity"? For the I«ord, thou~h, let it be noted
that when Cecil Nurse took over. I offered to submit/criticise stories: since
lhen. I have wrillen letten to Cecil and contributed to an anicle lhere. Not
much compared to some people's work for the BSFA. I'll admit. oot Chuck
Connor's only oontribution seems to be slallllinll me off for sUj!:gesting the
cancellation ofa ma,llazine putoul by an or,ll:anisation to which he chooses not
to be1onlt. He crilicises me for sinin~ on my backside: 1 think that he talks out
of his.

In answer to Mic ROj!;ers. 1sURl\esled thaI the BSFA wasn't necessary to people
already involved in fandom (her own view, surely?). but had potential for
Jl:rowth amon,ll: the far l\reater number interested simply in Scieoce Fiction for
its own sake. An innocuous remark. or so I thought, but it seems to havc
allnlCted the full weiltht of Chuck's scorn. "I sincerely hope that he [mel doesn'c
mean the BSFA's failure 10 reach fandom, does he {mel"? Quite. Chuck. Glad
you manajted toJUasp that one. Can't slipanylhin~past a ptl"l:eptive reader like
you. can I? But exactly what is the point you're trying to make?

Liz Counihan is next in line to receive the Connor boot in the face. "IShel
claims to read SF. which is nne by me". That's bilt of you. Chuck. bUl in case
youhadn'C heard.no·one needs your permission. Liz's offence seems 10 be lhat
she has a few words 10 say in praise of BSFA accivities.and that she doesn'I,II:O
to many conventions. The lauer implies lhat she Iloes to some (plural) «(true. I
hadan enjoyable chat with her at Mexicon IV lasl year "cd.)). but that doesn't
stop Chuck sayin,ll: thaI she doesn't do much to try aod understand". Does evcn
asuptrfan like Chuck Connor to to and enioy every sin,llie convention that's
held? 1think not.

Chuck clostS his attock wilh a pithy remark about the apalhy of Liz and
myself. l1"s amazin,ll: whal he can infer aboul our respective characters from a
fcw lines in a leller, OK. I don't ftjl:a.rd myself as a mover and shaker. but over
the paSt five years J"ve had stories. lellers and reviews published intwentyodd
maj!azines. helpedorltanise and take part in two an exhibilions. Liz is also a
persistent letter hack for lhe BSFA and editor of "Scheheraude" ma,Razinc.
Small potatoes. I ltuC$S. compared to publishin,ll: an occasional fanzine and
sendin,Ritouttoacil"l:leoffriendsfortheusual.whate~rlhalhappenstobe
«(and if you want 10 find out. look for the fanzinecolumn "ed.)].
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If Chud, feels so JlroftJI:ly lbouIlhe BSFA. lhen why docslI) he pul hUi _y
where his _h is Ind rejoin? S.mly !he ~nce of such I live wire wIn
~l ...nise UI all. Sldly his only use for the BSFA now .-mIlO be 10 reOl(llhe
mlJl:azinel Ind write Iettel1l 10 !hem l..ackinJ !he membel'l. In lhe
cin:lln1Stlnces. lIis comments lbout people who take uel)'llIinjl out of llie
organiSlltionlndpulnOlllinllbllckinseememirelyinapproprille.

I IIiSpeet for Chuck the BSFA'I role il no! In inue. Fandom is the be all Ind
end all for lIim. He 5eems to IIf,ve laken my words and U~'s as In a\lack on
flndomandresponded in kind. I can'l spelk roruz.b\ltl ncverhlldanyluch
inlention. Fandom is somellllnJ IlIf,ve neilher the lime, _y nor inclinluon
10~ involved willi. bul ,1001I luck 10 tlloce who do. I dmply don) see the
SSFA's pnma.ry role as I ,lllCwlY inlO Of Idlllnct 10 fandom, IhouVl rye no
objedion 10 peopIc: who do use the ~isallon WI way. I see iI as I dearin,l
house for Informallon lboul S<:"'not F"tClion, The flnzines. conventions.
meet:ings.eu:.. In:J\I$l icinlon tllecalt fOf those wilh al_lOOIh.

Frankly. I'm lmazed by Chuck', lelIer. I've read Iluff by him befln Ind he
seemed like In intellijl;enl man. capablt or debalinllthe issuc:s, The impression
jl.iven isoflnarrojllnt buffoon. inlerested only in stampinjl.on Inyone with I he
temerity nOlto share his point of view. I do hope: that imprel5ion is wron/l:, thai
he only lIIopIed IhilloolisJI tone to provoke I response from people whom.
"lhtlyOfwl'Oltllly,heconsKkl'llpalhelic.

I'mJIad I _) thcOlllyone irrilMed by this )'Ufs ~emenloftlle SSFA
IWards. 11'1 ridiculous ItIal 1M Full 0( Hypm_ should ,Il:1 the besI ll(Wd
Iwvd willi only 44 votes from a membeMip of l.pJlll)X.imalely 1000. Whal
tJnlpOf1ionoflhesewerepolla1 voces. I wonder? Iflhe Iwardsare 10 have any
meaninl! II all. lhen they mull be as broadly b&$edaspaasible..LeI'shopc:lhal
the organi$ers. Ind flilt cm:Iit IOlhem for tuinll on a (probibly) thankless talk.
can make I benerjob of it ne~t ytll.Qfthe variOlls III,1Re11ionl put forward.1
like DrJ D Stephen's iOea ofdivon:injl: the IWllds fromlhe Eastereon, Thlt
wouldaltowlISl1lOreleewlyinvOling,elc.

ClIn I second Alison Cook's sUlt,lestion that IOf1'"Ie sort of
collttlion/ilreSentalion is made to Keith Freeman as I loken of our I~illion
for his effortl~r the years? We all owe him In immerue deb! of IrMitude.

Uke ceruin OIlhel ~ms I WOIIld have cancelled my I'I/~~
IIIb$1;ription ~r the "MilIl:oM" IlTair (Illy would have. beau$(" I 1I0P0td
IIIbscribin,: 10 l!IaI. mapzine I:fl:ar ago). For OlIvid PriIlJt~ 10 palm off lnolher
ma,luine 10 his 1"ltr.OM IIIbsaibers seems entirely lIIIprinc:ipled. Ind his
i1UcmplS to juAify the decision only OOITlPOllnd his ori,linal etrOr. How would
he feel in similll C;rcllmlllnces; ,liven I meal he didn) wanl in I rellluW\t
becalll(" the food he IIf,d ordered was IInilvailable. It'slhe lIck of serioliS
compelilion in the market place lliat Illows Prinllie to IItt IWlY wilh beinjl: so
hillh handed. And loa dellree the SSFA IIf,s helped perpelUillt this stlte of
Iff.il'lbydenyingseriolisconsi<\erllionofJ"If'r:I,"f"sflcdgHnl\rivlls.

Ken We liIys down his vision for the SSFA in jt~ltl detaillhan before. Ind
moll of what he SoIys I find appealinll:. We III want the orll:lniSoltion 10 be
biuer Ind beiler. Ind 10 Itt the peopIc: who pul 10 much hard work il'llo
makin,. illSllOCCU Jw.inll: paid for lheirefforu WOIIId be lI1U"¥ellous.l sull
don'l see how iI is feasible. thoull:h. Ken's IttNIrlo depends on i1n enormous
Ilkruse in member's. ,tenen.led by I VIII lIallonal advenisinll: campailln. Bul
how is soch I campa;jtn 10 be financed? One ad. in N~... WO'llb 001I £400 plus
.... AT.leavinll: the AS$OCiltion Ill'1lPl)td for cash and with few new membeQ to
show for iL Does Ken prooose tllat we boolr. lhe lids. Ind ketO OIIr fin,lteQ
cros~d Ihlt they'll jtenerale the new melllbel110 pay for them? Of course, he'l
rillhl III principle. Science Fiction in In ItI forms pervades the modern mediil
Iindscapeindmitlionsofpeopleare,howeverslijl.htty.interesledinwllf,tlhe
,renre IIf,s to offer. In sllch I climate, ii's ridiclilOllS that the BSFA should have
only I IhouSlnd membel'l. I can'l Itt how 10 rtelify the silualion lhouRh. For
the near fllllR. all we can hope forisllow.ClllliousCJlpilnsion.

Much depend$ on the mlJl:UIIlCS. They are the BSFA's callinll: canis and for
many the only link WIlli other membel'l. The" _It bein,l is lynonyllJOlll wilh
thl! of lhe or.uniSollion iuelf. In lhe pISI l. llonll wilh OIlhers. have made
various luuations reltartlinll: their format. I wail wilh inlefeSlto see what Kev
McVei/l:h Ind the respeclive edilors will come up willi. when the IlffiIlO$ed reo
vampingiscompleled.

•. IreceivetistsofilHSSFA~mberswholeavelhesocielyoriustlet
lhelr membel1lhip lapse and lhey Ilel hsted,lhoujth I/l:ivepriorilylochanltesof
address Ind Jltw members if po$sible, Often members re·join. BSFA
comminee membel'l Ply membersltio fees ius! like III OIher memhers. Ind
oc:CISioIIIllylei lheir membershilllliapsc Iempon.rily, allier from pressure of
work or from financial considen.tion.. ·ed.

Gillian J K Rooke, Southview, Pilgrim's Lane, Chilham, near
Canterbury, Kent CT4 BAB

I reel the IIr,te 10 put my oar in here and IIlree wllh those· who think lhe BSFA
is/l:ellinjl: tOO fannisJI. It i,n'ISO moch that there Is more offlndom. as thai there
is less o~ Inythinll else. The ,job MUlrix does is Itood, It is nettssary to repon on
COllvenllons Ind Ilroup Idivilies round tile counll)', 1wouldn~ like to see much
chanlled in MUlrix,lhhoujl:h noIe, I do l\OI reid il. lpan from skimminjl
throughforpublilhing infonnation. and looking at lhe letters.

I IQincdlhe BSFAafierlookin,lin lhe libral)' 10 find a II\III:IZIne for writers of
SF. I upected I so:rious map.tine lboul the problems and upe1'ielloCtS of
wntel'l wilh itlfOlTlllla Ibl;lut how 10 ret-1IIr1ed. and of course. hopefully,
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COIIIraa.. Tbeffi¥i1Z'llCSdidllar1 me WIlli lhe orblls.. which I findll:"l'lot flln.
10 rm Ilnteful. BUI,.ldo find thallhere is less Ind less In them of the son. or
Ihin, I wanl 10 read

This is. of COlirIC'. mainly because F,..·uJ illS l!OJlt. II was my 'Ivounle. and
allhoujth I'~,'w" has tlken over to some utenl. lhere is now talk of makinl!
Vt..,,,r into I review maltazine. Does Inyone IiC:riolisly Ihink, ll1at if Ihis
IIf,ppens, it iSIlOinlt to continue 10 run II many aniclesls it does now? The
SSFAissimply,loinllloconsistoflhenewsIndIlOlsipoffaIlS,inO<\tI.'rM:and
endleureviewsofhundredsofboolr.sthllonlyllnemployedd/'OClOuiS "Vf,lld
have ume (or WOIIld wl1ll) 10 re~ in the Oilier. 1lle BSFA WOIIld have 10 drop
i1sdaimofbeinJanassoclilionfor Wlltel'l.

So please. please. don) let lhishappen.

Posillvesugellions;

I. IfwemIlSlllf,veendlessboollreviews.tllenYCli.a:nalnlvlllltthem
i111 in one majtlZine. And how about Cilllin,lt it somelhinlt onllinill, 1,.,(· "Soo"
Reviews"?

2. I have liready allreed thaI we also need to run info. abollt fan
grotlpslndaclivities.

So what I would li"e 10 see. Ind I hope I'm 110I the only onc;

I. Inro. lbouIcvrrent pubiishin,lOUlieu: who II ICttpllln,l whal and
"'hy, plUi iI few illletellinl anecdOIes from writers and publishers,

2. Some sort ofcrilical oventlloot II re,llliar coillmni at the ..~y
S<:ienc:e FlClion is movinll:. I IIIlt,leSi a science colllllln. deallnll: ,,"h the
scienlific aspedS of reanlly published books, and/or I column deat,nll with lhe
currenl philosophy behind the Slory linel. Rererena:s Ile made 10 cyberpunl<.
etc.. bIIt noone allempts to analyse these movements. If some of Ihe reviewers
ltotlOltcther. instead or all workinjl: separately. they mi,ltht come up with some:
usefllioveratlanalyseslnddiscunions,

J. More cOluriblllions form bilt names. I Ilippose Ihis is difficull.
lhou,lh a 101 ofwnlers clo like the reedback. JennyJonc:s. forCJllmple. "'U
delillhled 10 mnIribu&e. and her piece was very _It reorived, Bill a proviso
~ When I SoIy "ctIllIribulion". I man somethinll: they WrolC lhemselves. I
considerlhe pr:ac1ittofltlllbbinll: an Iulhoral I "con8 and,tertinl! an
impromptll inltn'iew I bil of a WISIt of paper.

4. How lboul some more lOCilt sllrve,..? No. seriously. Ir we
sU!tlelled doinll a careful survey on readin,lt habiU Ind preferences. illTYy be
thilt one of the bill publishinll finns mi/l:ht iust be IWlre of tile Illl5sibililies and
sponsor it.

1lleSSFA,by.itsst11M:lure,jtivesauniquc:opponlinitytoresurcllers, in beinl!
of illll the TlJl:ht size for obUIinin,l meaninllrul dill wilhottl in\pOSSlble
upendilllR'. And I think il would be popular. Loot II the brouhaha (quill:
juSlifltd1 when membersCOllldn) IlCItheir VOleS in on tIme! PeoPt love IIalinl!
their preferences. especially when. 10 do il. they oaly IIf,ve 10 lid a bo~,

Mquines. from R~TI DIl!~sl Ivoeablilary _illJt) 10 lhe lUlltef press (how
~isyourle..\life?lcashinonlhepopularilyofqueslionnaire..ltmi,lhleven

booI! our readersltip!!! QfCOllrlC'. wedoll'l have 10 run I serious send inane.
ObvioUlly,lhe ones in 1arJe cirelilalion map. are self·markin... Sill il woold be
nia for everybody 10 know whll_ IUthinl< of... wliitever, woutdn'l il~

II hIS bcensu.l:Jlestedlhat Fo(:wsbe IchanJltI forc()-Q("dinatinlllnd showinjl.
orftheorbiIS.lheanilysecondthis! AFlerIH.asrll" I know. tlleorbilel'l Ire
the only BSFA members who ilCllliiny wrile. I could be wronjl (and if there's
anyone ootthere, who writeS filII Ien~h SFboolr.s nther than shon lIoriesor
ltl)W:leltes and wlnlS 'mulual reading', could they please gel in lOIIl:h).

TlllslllUellion.ofcounc.. is not I new one. Sill iI may be lhatOll previous
0CCIIKlftIi when Orb" wri5eR ..~ invilt:d 10 IlIbmit their S10ries for
publauon wilh miasm. lhey wert: PIlI off by the flel ItIal il was l'IKlear
whelher they WOIIId be allowed 10 1ft this aiticism beftn IlIIblitation. or
,iven the cllance lowilhdnw. should il bediSISUOUI.

I SU!tlesllhatthe criticisms used. be lhose from the orbiu. themselves. Ind then
any luthor who has Ital 11001I conSlructive crits. wilt feel happy lbout
submiuin,l thai piece of work, plus the Ihree crits. he prerers. (Orbilers mUll
allObeallowedlOSolylheydOll'1 wanllheircriu.llsedj.

II woold. obvioosly, be nice 10 IIf,ve crilicilllll by a profeuiona.l aitk,
IlIIblisher, or famous writer, bul those orbiters of 10 ~ous dispoAtion mull be
IbltIOQplOUlofllli.. om;tcriticilml tend to be lhor1.solhere is no reason
wily lhey shoIIldn) be followed by a profcssional aillcismoc:casionally. whtre
thelulhorqrees.

I don) bIIYlTI¥uines, 10 1 don'l know. Is lhere liready a IlIIblished mall:uiJlt
ofshonllories whkh includesCl11icIS1TlS?lfnot,thilcould bean Imponant
first. and cllllld.even tllrn into a bell 5elted lranyofthe ma,ltuilll's lie 1l0injt to
"Go /l:105sy" II wllllid be this one.lfpeopte lie as keen on reviewlls they
seem to lie by tile relms we jtel,lhen slirelythey are 1l0inll to be delijthled to
IIf,ve thellory itself in the same package?

namely MI G J K Rooke
(1llemalS.·lIOIlheortm....



Cecd Nurse, 49 Station Road, Haxby, York Y03 8lU

Jim EnRIand hU I 11000 potnl rr. F",:IH. T1lc facu IK lhese. My probInn was
1"'1 my hfe Ind psyche JOI U'IIOllnCS5lnd I was l/Mbk 10 decide wllcthef I
wlllied/Wu 1I0UlJl 10 QULI lhe BSFAkdilillJl Fnnu Of not My~ fOf
ma.mJl such In unlidy un. bul I have now left. I hid no trouble ~IIUl&
mIlenll fOf FtK/H. as loaII. 1$ I made lhe eITan 10 Jtet 1ddfeS$eS II'Id was
D«:Plred 10 dJ$C"uss willI $Ol1 of~ I ....lllled. Ilhou.hI il WI$ clur from my
Muonllthll lhe failure of my PCW was only Il'I UCU$e: Ifler all. Wl$ llllt very:.not ....Ofd-lll"(ICe$Kd 10 iu usull deji:re.e? I ....as dePfe$$ed. bul I am not Iny

Alilhis hiS nothinlllO do wilh llle conlinuinji: uistence of FnCllS. Whelher or
nOl lhe:. BSFA publishes a separale wrilen: maji:uine is a ITIlIllcr of policy as
l!clermmed by lhe commillee. and members who do nOl approve of lheir
decision should. l.suppose. become ex·members. Given a reasonably clear
prospeclu~. whic~ 15 not somelhinllihal lias hitheno come: wilh llle lerrilOl)'.
anYOf\ewnhlheumeandenerucouldedilFot·IlJ.

So. I did my bil as well as I was Ible. enjoyed il while il lasted. and thaI's il
Unlike Maureen, I do not fttl Iny responsibilily for Of commillr~nl 10 the
funher evolulion of Ille BSFA, Why 1lOl:? There ....1t I lime I couple of yean
IJlO when I spenll fair bit oflllne thinkillJllboultlle BSFA Ind IltmlplinJl 10
formu~le -wlllt Wl$ wronll-, ·when: il should I!O-Ind •....11I1 should be done·.
l~ntedbYIIlou&htslOthecomrnina:inl-blcrlobcekdedCcHlrdillllm.

(HI! I bet you didn't know t1w!l I Wlli not elected. bul lillI's not the poilll. The
POInl IS !hal the memberdlip had no dlance 10 choose between ·my- ideIli and
Ke'l"s, The numerous OIher members who also pve Illhou,lhl II the lime could
lust as well "'we been blowlnl! In lhe. wind. since there Wlli no way of
deterrl'lln,n. whelher lhey wen: .vocal m,nor'.11eS and no WIY of delennininl!
whelher lhey were v()(11 minornlell Ind indlvidulls or repreKnt~ majorily
f«lInRS.lndlhuswhelhl-rllleYOUllhl lObe luen inlOaccOUnlm'xnored (by
lhecommiu«).

My p,an,nll shot, lhen. islh,s: the 8SFA needs I new constitulion. one: which
lakes ilS d,ffuse and diverse nalure tnlO accounl Ind makes lhe commillee in
some way directly accounlable 10 the niSlinji: membership. Annual or bi­
annuli elections of commiuee Inembers: lhe e~plicil formulalion of policy Ind
refe,enda On any chan,i:e5 10 it; lhe presence ofa broad Sleerin,i:Commiueeof
older. knowled,i:table flM COrlImllled 10 facilnllin,i: lhe imerests of the
membcrs"lp and lmehorlllnl! lhe ucesses {posItive Ind neplive) of lhe
u«UlJve . Sl.ICh lhlnl!s would ma~e ·beinl! a member" of lhe BSFA meln
somethlnl! Ind cncour).II.e I senK of responslbihly for lhe whole. This would
entlJl dlSJOlvln& lhe prl!SCnl BSFA and formln,i: I new one ....nh I different
lel!al S1f\1C1ure. Unnl Sudll lime. I cln only!iee lhat all aClivisu will be
frusll'llCd.a1I·lhlnk inl:aboutlheBSFA·-eautlllhatdonebylheCo-ordinalor
• Will be fnlllm. and a ttnain dellre.e of apat"y Of ,nd,fference will be
nettUar)' In mder 10 R:matn a member.

8otIvO)'l&C. BSFA.whaleverllle lIellyooar!'!

Syd Fostef, 539 Gower Road, Cila, Swansea SA.2 70S

II would appear I'm Il(l( welcome ,n lhe: BSFA! NOI only is FoeuJ ·suspendcd~

(evenllloullhlhelechnolOjtylOfeliu$C"ilaleisSliIlfullofkinks),bulboth(luls
Bailey and Helen Bland seem 10 wish I'd leave lhem 10 ReI on wilh !heir club's
sh,ninllde:liliny (alleasl as lonllas I insisl on "whinllinll· accordinlllOChris.
aboullhemisdirectedenerlliesoflheclub.accordin,lllome).l'mnollooupsel.
lhoUlh. since none oflhem seemt 10 have read my lellercorrectly.

Siranllely, Chris 8ailey Ind Steve Grover have each Rot my IWO complainlS
mixed lGRelher. and lui,lned lhe: W'OOIl aclion 10 the wrOOJl comp~int: I WII
slaltlt,nl! off the entire BSFA for flit'llJl 10 care lboul ·MlIIi:n~·, while I
'lhrellenc:d' to !eave lhe BSFA becillseoflhe lossofF,...·IIJ. In cal1inR fOflhe
wvalloo of FneIlJ. I ....as $I111n.llhal my main inten:st in the I!l!neJllinR
(Jlnll!mlllJl. n:searchin.l. -.mlln.l, publis.hin.l) of SF, and not so muc" in lhe
BSFA per se. I'm amazed !hal Chru: describes m.t as my ·own pel inICttMs-.
My f«linll is Slill!hat the BSFA could benefil form IllmlrlJl iu attention 10 lhe
lStueslnvolvedinthe~llionandpubl's.hinJlofSF.lnSleadoftryinJllObe

only a profeslilOllll quahly Fan Orpnlwion.

Chns.1 aJlR:e with you lhal - .. h,"RInI!~ is not very _ful (whib!; mndin.l by
lhe meanlnll of my con\Cl~,nls. If ~p,s/'Ily ronfeslilnl! I WII havin& I .lODd
old I1nl .... hlCh veered towalOS ,mal:lnalive coloul1l1on: Helen, I've xenJheard
SO mIlCh sUuest've tal~ 1ft con publIClly malerial aboul lhe ba, beinJ a malOl"
allractJon lhal I painled wllh false colour lhe borinX con reporu which come
OUI of MUITI.l·s ears: you $oClC, I don'l drink. so apoloji:ies 10 you for llle
m,sdlrected insult I do allR'e wilh you lhal abusive Jc:llers are counler·
produclive, as evidenced by your reaclion); and man: conlribulors an:
ll'lVIOU~ly always ....·elcome in an enlervrise like fOf/IS. and lhe other
ma'Ulnes.

Onlhcothertumd..... hilslsyrnpalhisin,llwilh Maureen Speller's tense lhal she
Inda handful ofOlhers have t>een do,n,i: .1I111e work (I've been lhere.in foE
Ind related ICl1OOS1 she sllould remember her own bu,1d up 10 her complllnlS
lboul the SIlent m.ss 10'110 IU-'" PlYs and la~es the maihn.u: lhey are not Fans,
lhey6oo'thavelheu,.".eorupeniW:(y~.mhme!lIO!Olnlhe:lCliverunninJof

lhe RSFA: lhal IS lhe prO~Ince of lhose "'110 ICIu.:tUy do. II lhlS momenl. do ii,
lle<:ause lhey wanl 10, nllht? No potnl do,nl! II OIIoen>·IlC. Even lelter·wrilinJ is
I pfOblem for moSI of \1$. s,nce 1hI- level of dilCusslOn In lhe leners is pmly
h'lI:h and Ilhml. lhe s.rlel'll nllU of members probably fecI. ~ I do really. Ihat
lhe:) cant cOOlpde "-,lh lhe 1r11C",llle and knowledgeable peopk ..-ho do ....IIe

ktters and 1tl1Cb: and yet they f«1 I. reWWln.l Jente 0( stimula.tlon 10 lhelr
lhou,lll'll.s when listenillJl ,n on lhe deba!c:l. Do you (M.ura:n ..,. as she
commenu lhal _ should have been said about it) n:ally Itlin. Ilw:lw who Ire
lCIive in lJ'Ie BSFA $hould be i.lnorin.l the dis'lCT'VICe done 10 n:aders of SF by
lhepublicalionol.non·SFiuueofJ'I/~r.OIW.andlllhesametimebeslanln,
off lhe members who aren'tlilmled ktlef" wnters fm ·1lOl I!l!ninJl ,nvofved· In

lhc: dub's runn,n.l? W"'l If the 999 silent membeR slink off into the shamed
shadows in guilly acknowledgemenl of lheir pttd .nd ~lfishnc:ss in wlShin.l
topayforlhepriv,Ie,eofeavesdroppin,onl.OrrlCmftydLalogues?

As far as Andy Siwyer 1!0C:lI. whic" il not very far. he doc:sn~ seem 10 have
been shown lhe edensive folio I Jenl 10 Andy .Mills coverinl! my
correspondencewilhPrinji:lelolhaldate.juslintimc:lomlsslhl-deadlineforP/
94. Perhaps Andy Mills lhou,i:hll"al I'd also senl il direct 10 A Sawyer. which I
hadn'l because I lhou,llhllhal A M,lls was supposed 10 be dc:alinji: wilh it 8u'
Sawyer announced in P/941hal lhe issue was closed. and since hc: stlled in PI
19JallhefootorMills'piecelhalhc: wason Prin,ltle·sside. I fell lhallhe issllC:
WII not jusl beinll illnored by the 8SFA. but thai il was beinl! 100 haslily PUI
lliide.ltisveryfruslrl.linJtollavenOOf\elCluaIlYlcknowledJelhelruc:iullC:.
andlo~iveinSleadlf.lse·ll'Iswer·lOldifferenlone,whichis....haIPrinll:le
was dolnR (old-fashioned poIilies. drivlC$ me mad! I fell belrayed Ind .lot
depreued.. Perhaps everyone else did 100, Ind like me juSl couldn't overwme
the Jenlllion of fUIII"y 10 -.mil: Ind compl.in at lhe lime? Thatche(s made me

~"
By the ....y. fm lhe n:cord. PriIlJlIe eventually all(lklp:ised in I ktler 10 me. but
wilhoul acknowledl!lnlllhal: he's undersfoOO even now whal fm, so SInce I'm
SICk of this sublCC1 (and have bem from the stan. sa: aboYe).1 wal'lliO IIlSl.l've
if. up now. In any case. I've no otller Qua~1 w,th PrinJlIe. not know,n.l ....hat
else has been I!OInl! on bcIween him and Sieve Grover and rz wu felipotlSlble
rm brin,ltinl! me back 10 SF Ifter Il'IIny yelrs of il!norana. so I 6001 ....anl 10
completely lkstroy the ~mory, I am I. frinJle fin, havinl! loved SF III child
Ind adoleSoCenl, and lhus know,nR lhe bun from inside:. but I Slopped readlnl!
(.nd ....rilinll) fori number of yem, while I'e~penenced-lheworldwehve in
(and don~, 100, bUllhal'slnOlher story).

As 10 lhe Nalional SF Ma,lluine llR I applied 10 fZ. lhe above may uplain how
I nalurally tend 10 lhink of il so. Now BBR is Ilellinilihere (we hope!) and N~M'

W",.fJsmiji:hllhrivesoon.bulSlillilisreallyonlylZ ....hichcOll1CsreJullllnd
smoothly pumpinl!. with lhe billllCSl cireuillion. I'm sun:. 10 in ob;cclive 'enns
il really ili our only Nllional SF Maxazinc:. To Helen Bland: I subscrrbe 10 BBR.
W,,,.,lJ. REM and SF N~I"J and will be lubscribinR 10 Fu,. Pm"' and
FIJflIlduIIfM iii SOClIl IS I Cln &el some money, I also read poeiry and noon-SF
rlClllllllndSClI:nce bool.:slOO.SO I don't think 111I1 mynarrow-mindednc:$1 has
an)'lhinl! 10 do wuh my dis·SIIisflClion ....ilh .. hal I Jot fm my money In
ioininJtheBSFA. "The n:sto(us have real SF 10 dISC\lss-? rd lile to sa: II for
acltallJll!! Fm me Fur-/H was the real SF forum. And ifyOf,l had lwo Fno Ln '91.
you had more m.n me!

Finally.l'msureeveryonc:willbeoverlOYedlohear~lwllllOlhapplI:'

wilh lhe lype and prinl,nJl job on lhis mailinl!, and wilh all the calk aboul
improvinll lhillJls. I've decl(\ed 10 Jlive il'll(l(lIel yell befOte !eavinRIO sa: If
IhinllS do IooIr. up. BUI remember••11 you ..-ell-melninll hard-WOIk,nA Fan
AClivists, us haple$lfrinlle fins who join.nd leave. join.nd lelve each yelr.
IU bewildered by lhe ferocious sociely lOIfinll lhrou,i:h lhe incestuous
chambers of the BSFA. We are oulsiders. and ....e don'l really know if we w.nl
10 be: ~n.side I~l cataphonic br~wl. So. whi.ISI wilhinlllo keep in louch, I miRhl
be: ....rnlngncllon or poclry dunng lhe commg year. inSleadofbecomingaFan.

Positively the last word on "affair
Millizone,..
Nick Wood, 63 Bathurst Road, Kenilworth, Cape Town 7700,
South Africa

I know this IeIIer is late. but I only R:\%ived Mu".u lOO.ttill.rlln t2Of1/92). I
pess tltafs whal comes of liv,n! onlhe othe' SIde of lhe worid.

In reply 10 SIe'l'l:" 1eUn. no. hLm and Syd were ",If lhe only ona 10 complain
about the ·MlI/,~- issuc. Hav,nji: made I chotccflillio subscribe 10 M,I/"",.!
...asU"rrrcly,ngtylon:ce'veaM,lhlJl/indlSRUiJeatmyupense.and ....fl)le
10 compl.in 10 DaVid Pf'IlJlIe. I n:o:,ved no fannal n:ply. bul my Sl.lbscnptlOR
....11 Ulendcd by one: ,ssuc. ThaI melnin,lt I had oslensibly received ~MJIII:'_­

forfr«. I IIW no reason 10 puBUC lhe mailer furtlIer.

Ilhink David PrinJle's uplanllions for ·M'''':IJf'~· are lonll ralionalt.~uons to
cover up whal Andy Sawyer called an 'error of judllmenl". 8Ullhe facllhal he
wu willinll 10 ealend my lubscriplion (and others?) makes me lhink he
implicilly acknowledlcs (however small).llI.ml:. culpability in the mailer.

GivCnlheshillhat'shappeninllinlhispanoflhe ....orld.I lhin. ·M,/Ii:1Jfl~"ila

relalively innocuous aff.ir. and should be PUllO n:st.llhink lhe min has
learned his lesson {alleaSl.llw.l!I: soH. And lllllC:SS itn I prelly lOUR" job.
pullin}/. OUI I monthly mal!uine on lOp of OIher employmenl (11l1louRh lhat
docs IlOlquahfy It In adequall: ucusc fori m,$iUesuc:has ·M,II,:.".,·.

(The -M,II,:._· corn:spondencc is now dosed unless David Pfi~1e Wishes 10
~.--Eds.)i



Is the BSFA Name-ist?
Ellen Blanding, Coventry

1 wondr;r if anyone dlC- has 1IOCH;ed tlw me BSFA $eMlS 10 Il.Ive a "!hin.­
"~I\$I people with an "in.- in !hr,r names? F~ It was DavMt win.&~. lhell
II was Simon J.np and now it's poor David PrWIe'slum...

David A Smith, 42 Macfarlane Place, Uphan, Broxburn, West
lothian EH52 5PS

I jllS! can'l take it any more! Maureen Speller has finally driven me 10 PI.Iuinl/:
ink OIlto paper. She SlYI, in MUlri;f lOO.\hal we will.ccuiie her of bcilljt
abusive and she is dead rillhl. She calls me (1lOl by name. I admit) someone
who "slicks Illl lhe considerableenCfll.Y of people likeller".someone whOI.kCl
bUI docs !lOl lEive. someone who is apathetic. someone who likes 10 hive
someone else 10 stick the knife inlOlnd she Iltleson (.ndon) in Ihal vein. I
freely Idmil thai I don', contribute anylhinl/: 10 IIIe BSFA e~ccPl my
s.ubscripcion. Ov<'r the yean of my membership, I have written. IUndfu! of
ItlItt'J. entered a few competitions (Jain in!! I rare mention in Mo/ri$ S2. way
Nct ,n 19&4), and lrw's il. So. presulNlbly. I am one of the ones Mau~n is
wtitill,l abDul. Well. OK, in lhe pellwelV1: months my totaJ contribulion has
been my sub and one C'Ompemion mil)' (which was for lhe a;wnpetition ....he~
the entries JOIIos1 _ story of my life, rally!) Howevet. I don~ e'<ef mnembeT
Il#:reein.ttodomt:ft..lamJUftlhat, ...·henlfirstjoined,the~nt .....J
simplYl1Iat IW(lt,Ildlendmoney,andreceivetnQ,azines;mR:lurn. 8ack in '11,
when I wu receivin.t AlIJlbh. I aPDlo.tised W) Da¥'le landOI'd for tlOII hein.t
MIn fannisll and he (in AlIJlbh 50) aJliured me rhat he ~never OtlNlnded
li.tnMccrtificale5orfannill'lness._andpromisatlOlllOnlnlheE·meterOV1:r
p'OJ9«liV1: re<:ipienlJ-. Auumin.t he is 5l:lll not usin.t his E·melC'r. perh.ap$
Maurccnwould like 10 borTow il.

Foralpell.lwenllooneorlwoconsl~lI. bulltaven\ been 10 one since. I
rhink, '81.1 don\ ~adlJlLhll much SF lhese days. buL do likc to be flirly
selcctive lbour whal I do ~ad. which is why I still wy in rhe BSFA: for rhe
book reviews. I used ro subscribe 10 UK·...I and SF Chrnnidt. bUllhen: came I
lime ....hen I couldn'ljusrify lhc subscriptions. so Ihe aSFA ma,lluincs arc now
my sole source of SF reviewl and infomw.ion.

There il Vcl'}' linlc I could actually do which would helplhe BSFA.I can'l wrr~
aboul any cumnt SF ilJU«. but I am not sufficiently close 10 lhem. I can'l help
collltc.as the IOUth ofEn.t1and is iu5l: a bil IOOfll away 10 pop down fOl" I day.
Either the BSFA has 10 accepl thal lhcTc an: people like me in il. Of san
~nin. pcopIe who join (the Lan,ford E·mder 'Pin!).

MI_n seems 10 fClcl llw if I am tlOII actively helpin.t lhe BSFA. lhen l. by
definition.mustbcabadpcl1Olt(a1kastthatwastheOVUllllimllfUJionlll:ot
from her 1eUer), whereas iI is simply thai I ctIooR W) dire>t my entrJ:Y
elsew~(lJachurdtltUlitlm",forinstanoel.

5on)o to JO on at IlICh Icnll:lh. bul Maureen's leiter louchN I ncne. pcrlI:aps I
JIlould wrile MIn oftm.even if only 10 say thaI you an:d(lin.OK,buI such
Inlen can seem I bil poimless.....hen other~ arc writin. In~rs full of
c.arefully IhouJ,hl OUI (Ind sometimes very silly) Itll:umenll. AI I finall.llidc, I
of~n don'l en~r lhe competitions. benusc. due to my IKk of cxposure to
cumnt SF. I often can'l do lhem • in lhe MUlrix crossword, I manajtcd 1
answers. and I confcil lhlt I have only fl:0t onc of rhe "Inilial Thoujthr"
anlwers.

BSFA Awards: what really happened
Nicholas Mahoney. (BSFA Awards Administrator). 275
lonsdale Avenue, Intake. Doncaster, South Yorkshire DN2
6HJ
F'1rst of Ill. I am fully aware lhal PlMlinll: the final ballot In the April maihnll:
_ fit from ideal. I was tryi.. 10 ~nisc I Ij)ttial lNIt1inll: for lhe final
ballot. The rcasonl did tlOII r:o ahem with il w.WI I found it difflCUlllO clicll
lhe IUppoI'1 ofa key c:ommluec member. in order thai I could be conrtdcnl of
bclnll: re·imbuned wilh lhe cosu of this~. Kev McVeill:h bKked me.
bulneilher of lIS was I ....I~ atlhc lime lhal our Treullm" had n:sill:ned his poA.
It seems obvious now what wenl wronll: and whal should havc been done 10
rKlifyil. lacmyncnc. Myjob,lhoull:hnol:apanicullllyhill:hprofilcone,
InvolV1:s a fait bit ofexpcnse. I ha...e tlOII received any expenSCI for some lime,
lhis above all is my fault. I loot forward 1011'lc lime when I can II:CIlhescsoned
out. All lhe problems I have cncounlered durinll: my Ihn:c years in lhis job havc
becn lied up wilh a lack of communicalion. Tim Robinson's conspiracy IheOry
has no basis in fact.rvc vcry lillie idea wlial rhe othcr officials oflhe aSFA
belicve 10 lie rhc besL SF around because I mi/i':hL only meel rhem once or Iwice
a year. II's nOt rhc firsl limc lh~rc ha~ becn a conspiracy rheory aboul II'lc
workinll:soflhe BSFA. before I was involved I didn't know wliar 10 Ihink. Now
rllal I am involved. lhe ....holc idea becomes ludicrous. We live many miles
a~n Ind do not cotne from a common back/i':round. Fivc )'1:ars from now, Tim
Robinson could lie the IWardS adminiW*lor anti be faced wilh an equally
preposlCrous conspiracy Ihcory.

~oflheOlherpoinliheputsforwardan:inlCresull,landworthyof

discussion. The vcry simple fact is lhal the nominalKlns 11:0 to the ilems lhaI
II:lln mcbl nomina\loftl. "The only rra~ I ltavm~ published the numbers
involvedlSbccauscthcyan:solow.lnlhepaslfC'W~an.itwould baV1: been
easy 10 sway lhem. I did tlOII wanl 10 ~mpc fatc by ~veahnl Ihis. Thc only

15

reason I f~l confidenl cnou/!.h 10 ICIIIIlIy say lhls no...· Ii bceaul'C' I am
,nlroducinl: ~forms. wilh Lhe backinJ, of the ro-ordilWor. sec"'n" 10 end Ih,s
wc:akncss in lhe nominllin.t ballo1. II's IfIlUIn/!.. In my view.Wllhe lisa hav~

been as I:ood aithey have been. I ClMainly baV1:n) swaycd thcm beyond lhe
act of VOlin/!. myself. bul even lhis n:s.ponilbllity has seemed he<IVy .5()mCIunn.
My personal favouriteS neV1:r seem 10 win. IS people: who know me well ...i11
now. I ncv~r pubhih C'OmmenI.J which I f~1 would be ~Iudic,al 10 any pany:
this IS not aI...·lys easy. the senlence preVIOUS 10 this contains a commenl lhall
dccKIcd.onbabn«, WI.II only justirlCd by lhe nllure of lhls aniclc.

Whll Tim would do well 10 I1:COfI:nLSC is the facl lhal no matter how much I ranI
and raV1: abotll lhe apathy of members not sendin/!. nominanons. only a
minorily will lakc pan. His \cucr indicalcs Ihat he cares lboul lhe: awa,d morc
Ihanmosl.

II is people likc lhal Ihal I am lookinjl; for Lo form an infDmlal iury 10 smoolh
thcoperalion of the nominalinjl; ballot. This body.....hich you need nor be a pan
of 10 VOiC. should be linked by I newllener summarisinjl; lhe views of ilS
memllcn on whit lhe rest of us should be readinll. Kev luIi kicked orr wilh a
list of matcrill tlull he thinks lhose VOlin/!. should read.....hat do othe:r j)COfIlc
lhink?1f you wanllo lake pari or fccl you should Il'tcft ~_ •.-rile to ~
w;lhyour.·~..... Sin«sayin/!.lhisisnotlikctylotlaV1:1heaWCJl)riatCerrec1.
in I.Indcm wilh Ktv's cornmentS lilt issue. I will be wrilinlllO ...arious people
who haV'C s.bown commllnlClII in the pel. Allj"bodJ' who has tH'Hr 101 round
IOCClliftlinV1!l"edin Ibtptil,Ihistsyour c:hanct.

Finally. there an: always ways of improvin/!. any lward. "'"" Ita¥'le all lhe
probIcms of it bein, run on a shoc-5l:rinl. There is no reuon wily this awltd
should always be run on a shoc-5l:rinl.

Soapbox Counterblast
In U<JlrU 100. Chris Baker IUnested thaI one reason for the current "bad~

im.:agtofSFislhe lack of worthy SF films.

Martin Potts. 38 Barcliff Ave. Glascote. Tamworth, Stalls. B77
2BJ

I fccl compelled 10 wrilC aftcr rcadinj! Chris Baker's ankle IboUl SF cinema
and lhe phrase "absolute lwaddlc· sprinj!S 10 mind. llis arJ,unlCnt lhaL SF
cinema is foc lidl does hold a lillie Wiler when Qllllificd. bul lhe: chatj~e lhal
S,ur War.rC\ aI 1taV1: causcd SF cinema 10 regress is. in my opinion. a I:ross
inju5l:icc 10 Musn.. Lucas, RoddcnbefT)' and Spiclbel'l.

All three J:C'nllcmen an: involved in lhe mlenainment business Ind Lhus lheir
primary aim is 10 haV1: a product lbal entenains. Slar WUTJ and S,ur Trl't
a-nainly achieV1: thai and an prov'C it by the~ of ~bums on KIIJ~ and IV
rllin/!.lfil\ll1:l-EachonehaichosenthcSFjFrlCldin ....hichlOKtlheiraetion
stOf\CS. Gene RoddcnbcfT)' also 1I1ffl1P'Cd 10 addl'Cll a variely of issues ...·ithm
thcscopeofatvseriesllheBBCsfondncss for banningSt<Jr TrtkePisodes is
tlOII J:C'ncnlly based on their violence, but their poIilKai conte"') and for me
any film/Show lhal an appca!1O a wide audien« anti Slin aUemplllO sunest
lhebencfiuofco-o(lCllItion.mtI11ll1 n:spcaandconxrvllioncte.. tw lObe
welcomcd·eV1:nbcuerwhenitisinafulurlSlicSCItinl·

llhink lhat whal Chris Baker does not appreciale is Ihll SF is also allowed 10
be cn~nainmenl loh no, ....hal ltave I said? Have I commit~d some heinous
crime? Is lhallhe: BSF" fllilhfull can hear matchin" down lhe load. noose in
hand?) [sullllOselhar. like othcr jl;enres. SF has ilSSnobs who rubbish anyLhin/!.
rhal appe.al~ 10 thc mll5CI and arjl;llC "Oh well. iI's not really SF. lhe Sluff I likc
is way above lhemto ull(\crsllnd".

aul I ask Chris, ....hal is SF"! Hc admils himself tltal il is bard 10 define: to me, il
ismon:oftcnlhannotlikcbcauly-inlhec~ofthcbchold!'r.l'msurcthall

could pick numerousscienl,fic holes in hil favourilc worts. 50 the scienlirlC
accuracy ~rrnse has llways been I very weak definilion.

"The SF aulhor erredivc!y says: "here is a uni¥'leI'JC lhai Iltave cruted and
populalcdlOilh,lStflleallOtnllhall ....ishtomUcOfaWC I wish to spin. This
univase is ltOVcmcd by my rules which I will tndcavour to ktc:p consistent. I
hopc you enjoy it". And then lhe rcadcr is left IOcontinuc paslch:aplet I or 1\01.
a .. 1'01 sun: thai Mr Lucu CI aI do not say 10 lhemselves ~ril:ht. IeI'I make I
movie !hal will put back SF by 100 yoca.n-. "They cruICd their Unl¥'lerJes Inti
some of lIS mjoyed!hem and some of us didn'l, simple as thaI.

Rsthcr titan suppress SF. I rhink lhe emrll:Cnce of SW. Sf Ind ST":TNG ....iIl
sllJllin SF. Chris sullpof'ls my arJ,ument himself by sayinll: lhal such films
started his interest· surcly wc need more films like lhal, 10 g~l people
inlcreSled in SF. lhroujl;h enjoyinJ,lhose ()OI)Ular films they arc~ncourall:ed 10
uplorc further, thus the films become I jl;aleway. not Lhe dead end which Chris
would havcus believc.

Also. iu~ly Chris would ajl;rcc lhaLlherc is mor~ probabilily for morc "Iiicrary"
(for want of a phrasc) SF 10 be filmed in a c1imllc where SF,." r.lm5 arc
commonplace and financiers arc MIn taiily convinced of ll'lcir marketabllny?
Li~rary SF lias been prodllCCd from A Boy urJIl hu D"I: and lhe Alldmtt'l'Ju
StTUln lhrou/!.h Lucas' own THX I f3X thave you seen thaI Lucas cffon. Chns?)
and RoddcnbelT)"s own TIw QUl'1/tlr Tufl't's 10 the n:a:nt NUl"l~u,,,r and TM
UllndMtJ,J'S TlIll' tl'm wrry. bull foundSoiIlTU very borinj!l. Do you thmk thll
the nc.... T..'I'~II'Z...fl'sene:s would havc re-emcr,:ed bad it tlOII b«n for MI
S~Ibn"tClII?



So be thanHulto them, Chris. not resenlful. Your anicle was totally nellativc
when. as a body, lhc BSFA should be positive. So relu and let yourself
ENJOY those films _ stop bein,R so pretentious. Yes. maybe they are for kids.
but I'm iliad that Ihere is still achHd inside of me Ihat enjoys them and theadult
~:r:r.can see lhe benefits of havinll the likes of Gene Roddenberry in our

Geoff Cowie, 9 Oxford Street, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK2
2UA

One has some sympalhy with the views of Chris Baker, bul his comments are
sufficiently partial to invite a response. He's riRht in thai no major SF movies
have appeared recently that were in any way intellectually stimulating. His
main complaints seem to be thai movies contain linle Science Fiction and linle
hard SF. and differ radically from the original Slorics,

The Real Hard SF issue has been hotly debated elsewhere. II is sufficient to
point out that for beller or worse, text SF has moved to a more humanistic,
character orientated. fantasy-mixed form. I sus)l«1 that the baUle against
fantasy is lost. for it bccomesharderand hardcr to tell what is Fanlasyand what
is 110I. Is nanotechnolo,!!y an amnin,!! new fix foreverythin.e; Ihat will totally
transform your life and mine, or just fantasy? Docs anybody know?

Chris complains about tile roar of spaceships. I suspect that most viewers are
astuteenou,Rh to know not to take Ihis sound effect literally. If you go to the
theatre. you wOldn'task for your money back on :>eeinll fouraclOrs on a bare
staRe (Bounars) or stridin,R around painted nats (Mu("~(It). The sound might
be what you'd hear inside Ihe hulls. What docs Baker expect the movie
producers to do· kill the soundtrack every time they do an exterior shon ofa
spaceship?

It·s no usecomplainin,!! Ihat movie scripts differ radiclily frontlhe soucetexts.
Boob are books. Movies are movies. Books explain, Movies show. What
works well in one medium works indifferently in tile other. SF texts inlroduce I
lot ofinformltion but this isoflen ralherl lx>re on film. Indeed the device of
nOl explaininll is very commonly used On film 10 .e;rab the viewe(s interest,
What movies do well is: sllowinll wlilt charaCiers look like. showing what
settings look like.ICtion.

Baker is not Iht only one to make snooty condemnations of mass-market SF
films, here are some of my own ratinllS: TumiTWlor 2: TIM: scenes of atomic
and robol horror at the bejl:inninllare alone wonh the priceofa tiCket. The two
androids show ucellenlly what nanotech androids mi,Rht be like. Some 1l00d
jokes too. BJud, Run",r. a fine. atmospheric film with serious thinllS to say
about hi·techandroids. Olin,: I like this movie a lot: Ilrand space opera with
swords and sorcery influence. AIi,ns: it's a spaee horror movie, OK? Great
stuffe.l.cept for the naffendinll. At least ooe 1l00d joke, SlUr Wars: The first
one was ucitinll when it came out. IMII I now find thc sequels tOO dumb 10 be
really enjoyable,

ItcoSlS le$Sthan £10,000 to publish amidlist SF novel. Fora movic. you can
multiply this by 1,000. So nobody is ,Roing to makc a SF movic just for SF fans.
And anybody makin~.n intcllectually stimulatinlliow lJ.udllct SF film is likely
10 lind it labellcd,as Fritndsltip'.< Dt'OIIt was, "boring" by Ihose who ought 10
knowbellcr.

It', really time SF fans SlOpped beinll embarrassed and embraccd popular SF
timena for what it is. You don't see Mick Jagllcror Bono Iloin.e; around in suits
pretending to be c1assical musicians, do you?

Mass market movies with SF or fantasy elements will continue to be madc, I
think. though. that thcy arc caught in a trap of thcir own makinll: wedded to
livc-action, they havc to usecvcr mOfe elpensivc special effects to maintainan
audience.

Therc is another medium, un<lcr-elploitcd in thc West, which lends itself
excellently to SF and fantasy film making: Animation. The idea of fcature
length animatcd films for adults iscomplctely alien to British audicnccs and
distributors who seem unable tocomprellend Ihat such a thin.ll could exist, 0r
Ihat pcoplcmillht walch it ifit did! The Japanese. on thcotherhand,take adult
animalion very seriously and make a lot of vcry fmc movics that look beautiful
and clever even without subtitles.

The menjlths of animation are Ihat fantasyelemcnts, character's thoullhts and
fanlasy insen.~ which would look silly in live·action. work well as pan of an
animated film. Space baules don't cost any more per minule than bedroom
scenes. All sons of fancy SF hardware can be realised by animatioo anislS

TIM: fact thaI it is a more impressionistic story-Ielling rncdium which requires
the viewer 10 do some imallinative work has interestinjl: anistic implicalions
chAracter's faccs can be (and often are) quite stylised. Otber thinlls look
stanlinllly real. Once one makes the menial adiustment. some curious
pcrceplions can occur afler a while. Live action now looks likc humans actinll
with props, a pretencc to be real when it is clearly not. And animatcd horror
(whichlooksquite~ahsticanyway)canbeveryscaryindccd.

I'm not surc that Chris Baker has ~rasped whal SF movies are FOR. Perhaps he
should watch Tomormw·.< World or 1/"ri:II" instead. While the Japanese take
animation seriously.they'vc ncver lost si,Rhl oflhe facttllat SF movies are
meant 10 be FUN

Reports of the Death of Fanzines...
Joseph Nicholas, SA Frinton Road, Stamford Hill, london N1S
6NH

"A relativc <lccline (in fan~ines) seems natural and predictablc" says Terry
Hum in M,wu 100: and cootinues "Fan~illCS an: in larlle measure a form of
communication, and ... communication (including travel) is now ciUier and
more diverse and fans in gcneral more affluent".

BSFA members who read other fanzincs may recOllnise this Irllument as
strikinllly similar to onc l'vc becn advancinll at various moments durinll tbe
past couplcofyears, in publications as divcrse as Manin Tudor and Stcve
Grecn's Critit"ul WUI't', Dick and Nicki Lynch's Mimcua, Robe:n Lichtman's
Trup D(I<lr.lan Sorsensen's Con Runner and others I now for,ll.et. it may be, of
course, that Terry Hunt is simply unaware of such cootributionsto this on,Ro inj;\
debatc: and if so (and 1 may make so bold. sugj;\estioo) itmillht pay him 10
seek out the anicles and letters in question befOfe taking his own arlluments
any further. if ooly to S\vc himself from thc tcdium of ~peatinj;\ what everyone
else has alrcady heard ,(Vin~ Clarkc's Fan1.inc Herltagc Library should be:
able to supply him with photocopies of the rclcvant C.\tracts).

Assuminll. of course, tllat Terry Hunt wishes to make serious conlributions 10
lhedebatc. I expressed mild regret that he hadn't been able to study thc tOlal ity
of Ihe argument advanced in my original letter to MUlru; this is now
transmuted, in his response, into a sarcaSlicsU.lllle5tion that he was "terribly
remiss in not readinllihe parts of [my] leller that you didn't print". This is more
an inanedebatinJl; point than a serious contribution. but if that's the Ievclon
which he wishes to conduct the argument then good luck to him.

Thc fan~ines Joseph mentions are cxccllent. If anyooc wants to read'
them, write 10:

[ij Vin« Clarkc. 16 WcndoverWay, Welling, Kent DA16 2BN (he has a lIulle
collcction of fan~ines and would probably be: pleased to photocopy
Clltractsonrc<:eiptofarequcstandsae).

[ij Ian SOfensen, 7 Woodsidc Walk, Hamilton ML3 7HY
@ Roben Lichtman, PO B01, Glcn Ellcn, CA 95442, USA
[ij Dick and Nicki Lynch. PO Box 1270, Gcrmantown, Maryland 20875.

USA

Ilheabovc fanzillC cditors work on "Ihe usual" system, in thai thcy would be
plcased to send you a ran1.illC for free, but they would appreciale some form a
response-aleller.aniclc. illustration and your rUClion so that they can amend
futurc issues ifneccssary),

II Manin Tudor and Stcve Green, 845 Alum Ro.k Road. Ward End,
Birmin,Rham (Critiwl Well·t is not a fan~ine. ratber a news ma,Rl7.ine, and
requests should therefore be accompanied by some form of payment or
agreement forfuturcpayment).

Terry Hunt. 269 Desborough Road, Eastleigh, Hants SOS SNG

A few wecks a~o, Jo Nicholas was kind enoullh to send me the ori,Rinal full
telt of his Ictter to Mutru 97 and I must alln:c with him that Ihc edited version
to which Dave Bell and I responded did nOl properly convcy his meanin,R.
Evidcntly his references 10 "community awarertCS$" and "collc:ctivecndellVourn
were in lhc specific COlltut of fanl,inc random, not SF fandom iU I thou~hl.

That the two arc different, cven ifhillhly overlappin~. is 100 often ljl:nored. so
ifsapitythatJoseph'sdislinction was lost {(Wc are all 8uilty-·eds)).

In the same communication he referred me 10 his Critical WUI'" 17 aniclc, one
ofsevcral items r had secmingly skipped in that issllC. Had I reproduced his
ITj;\uments there knowinllly, I would cenainly havc made due attribution. in
accordanu with both my personal nature and profcssionaltrainin,R. Nor would
I havc be:cnso lonl! winded in the lillhl of his own more succinct presentation.
I'd like to think. and belicvc I did,arrivcat thc idea indcpcndently. and I'm
only tOO plcased to have reached thc same cooclusion as someonc who has a
mucll wider and deeper concern with fanzincs than myself,

Howcvcr,l don't al/.rec with Jo's implication that before conlributinj;\ to "this
oogoingdebatc" one is oolilled to havc read a plethora of items in diverse
fanzines. As a BSFA member, I'vc been foliowin,R and 10 a small extcnt
commentinll 011 a debate in Matrix. I don't rellularly read most of thc Olher titles
beaJludesto: l'mSurelhelarllcmajorityofotherMUlrixreadcrsdocsn'teithcr,
and I'd assumed lhat in counesy to them, letters in MUiru should nOI presume
their familiarity with items published elsewhere. Jo's "cvcryone else" who "has
already heard" cverythinj;\ Jlfeviously said would appear to be: an elitc handful
who havc cncountcred it over a whole ran~e of fanzincs, and most M(ltrix
subscribers merely "hoi polloi" not clpectcd to understand it from the various
rragmentsvollChsafedthcm.

Perhaps we all oUj;\htlOdclullC Vin« Clarkc with requests for evcry relevant
offprint, bul personally I'm not j;\oin~ to pili either of us to tile time, cffon and
expense because whilc thc topic intcrests me, it frankly doesn't intcrest me as
much as thaI. My orillinal difference with Jo was mosl1y over I~ic: he nally
assened(sorryroryelanotherborin~reiteration)thatfilkers,masqucradcrsand

con·runnersdon't produccfanzincs, evcn ltlOul!h his (unedited) Ieneralmost
immediately cited C,,,,runntr and. as I think has been established. other such
fanzineselist. Had he said thatthcreare relativcly few such zines. nearly all
shon lived,he would have becn factually accuralC and stil1 in perfcctaccord



wilh his main Irjturncnl. and tither D.~ nor myself would ha~t found mIlCh 10
complamlbou1.

The openinjt of my IeUtr in Mill';'" 100 may h.a~e soundtd • lillie mort
sar60nicthan I inttnded. fOf which llpoIOIIise.1 wassedu<:ed by the semi·
clevell'ltss of the construaion.•nd ....as anemptillJ: 10 lijthtcn the mood • bit.
hclie~injt boIh thlt the points I wu a6drtninjt Wert peripheral to lhe more
seriouscenlrlJ issllCofThe Delth of Fanzines. Ind Wtthe BSFA milieu OI.Ight
to supp:N1 an elell'ltnt of 1l00d humour .nd CfIjoyment. My miSlllr.e. pertllps.
but I must say Wt fOf IQfTlICOnIC known 10 ha~ .... ielded I prelly d.mned sharp
tongue on occaslOIl.JoIS bejtinninlllOaound.liulethin·skinncdand, if I may
sayso.po-faced.lcan·lbc.loneinthinkinjtthatthis ....hoIcs.ideuxkisabout
played 0111 (if I may ml~ metaphors) and thaI II'S lime 10 rttum 10 mluers of
men inlerest 10 everyone. On the ~nel'llble Qucslion of ~Whilller Fanz.incs?"' I
_kome funher enlijthlenment from the ITI(lrt knowled~able. includillJ: Jo,
but I will not renounce the rijthllo oounce. in the spiril of~ad~OCItllS dilboli",
on nawed arcumenl and evident ffl'(lfl of fact.

While there was clearly a problem with this yea(s BSFA Awards. I must decry
lim Robinson's unpleasant inSlnualions.1 don't belie~ there's the s1ighlest
pounds fOf suspectinjt lhal lhe nominll.ions """Cn rincd. the ballot pipeTS
delibel'lltdy del.)'Cd. VOIinjt cliqucs OI'ItInised or the count faJsirltd.and those
1'I.I.rdwOfkinJl voluntttr orllanisen in~oI~ed are owed an 1lXl!oQ. "ThaI Tim
Robinson subscribes 10 the absurd notion of a BSFA "politburo" {who exactly;
(lfJllnised how~) that ~hatcs David Winjtrove~ demonstrlU'S both his ijtl'l(ll'1l'll:r
of the BSFA's AnlCIure and the way his mind runs.

How deliberate ....15 the limillJl of the Apol mallillJl~ It would have ruched
evel)'OllC (in the UK) around the 9th if sufficient members had turned up Illhe
coIl.lllnjtsessiononthe41ht.'ith.lconfessld,dn't.onthelhinucuselhltmy
arm _ in a slinjt. Why ""Cn only five novels on the "J1ot~ To keep the
...·hoIe process ....ilhin reuonable bounds. Wbo chose lhem? Everyone in lhe
BSFA. includinjt presumably Tim Roblnson if he was then a membcT. was sent
a nomin.lion fann. and lhe five most nomilllled novels _nl on the ba.l10I.
Seems pre1ly delllOCl'lItie 10 me. even if Tim's fa~ourile .utbol" didn't mate lhe
,trade. Ptr1'l.l.ps your ~(lIC would have helped swinjt iL Tim.. if )'OU'd bothered.
({To be f.ir 10 lim. he recei~ed his mailillJl. with birollot paper on April 16 wllh
• note ""'I his YOlC1; had 10 ny from hIS r-nr ,n NeWCl5lIe to Nicholas' in
Doncaster by April 17. Of else he had 10 jto 10 llIuminalion at very short notice
• cd.lI. MIlCh .u I rt,trel II. I feal Tim Robinson Iuls In ua,ucrated ide. of a
"BSFA AWARD WINNER" nuh's sellinjt power (Ulluminjt lhe publisher
bothers It Ill). T1lousand~ of pounds? To elm .n aUlhor £2.000 il would hI~e

to Iohil't 4.000 or so Cltrl copies ofa £4.99 paperback: I'd be very surprised if
Ihis WIS the use. As for luthor diqUC$. UK f.ns are mIlCh 100 indi~idWilistic

.nd bloody minded for thi~ to hl~e I prayer of doinll anylhinjt bul blowinjt up
in said.uthor·sface. menily.

Ne~enheleu.problems lhere ob~iOl.lsly .re. E~en a sucCC'uful collatinjt session
would probably hl~e I«n o~eneas memben disenfranchised. 1lHe April
mailinlt is 100 close to an Eastertcon) ~OIe. while ~bruary's SQueezes the
nomination period and pressures lhe orltanisen. bearinjt in mind lhal many
boots are published for Ihe ChriSlmas market. Puninlt back the ~ote a year (Cit
~otinlt on 1992 published worts at Easter 1994) ....ould widen the effecli~e

franchise admil'llbly. but probably would be too lale 10 catch paperback
edilions.lesseninll wh.l ~alue the .wards hl~~ 10 publishers and authors. As a
compromise. I propose closinjt the nominations al Easter (or just Ifter. 10 allow
for Eastercon purch.ses) and IIoldinjt the ~ote around Oclober. This sholiid
allow enoulth time 10 reQlIest the nominees from the libnlry litrviccs. if
necessary.possiblyimpro~inlthardbacksalesandlibrarySlocksinlheprocess.

If desired. presenillionoftheawlrds.l the followlnlt EaSlercon should satisfy
cgoboorequirernents.

Finally. PelerTenn.nl is .bsolutely rillhl; the award~ definitely I1Cf:d a catchier
name to increase lheir accepllnce. TIle nllltazinc titles. Vt<"/(H" and Mu/,j~ don't
ha~e ~ery Stefnallssoc:iltions oulside: the BSFA. 'The "f.mous aUlhor" thernc
leads irresisllbly to "'The HG Wells Aw.rd~" or perh.ps"'The Hcrben~-. but
this milthl run into 1e1t.1 or ethic.l problems (I belie~e lhere's an HG Well~

Society which mijthl Iul~e somelhinjt 10 say on th.l SCOrt). NOI unnalurally for
• n astronomer. I fa~OI.Irlhe other popular approach••nd sujtjtest"The Quasar
Awards".

Hir today. gone tomorrow
Mike White. 62 Goodmoor Crescent, Churchdown, Glos. GL3
'DL
Are you reilly 5Crious in thin~".. jt lhal Kcn Lal;c". use of '"r~ is "rather
5Cnsible"~ II 5CCmSln unnecasary oompllClllon to any ""Ole(s tnI. to add .n
arbIlrary and. praumably pohtlc.lIy corrtCl. ISUUaJ pronoun to the lanItWl~.

lUst forlheAkeofil. lldoesnl mlloffthetonjt... very_lI,njtCneral
conversat,on.nd e~en if it dld.....ho would know ....hal it rnca.nt~ NOI only lhat.
hut you have the problem of un,~cnally introdllCm,: an allernlli~e 10 hiSo'1lcr.
DoIiOff'We people stan 10 lISe II umilierally umlills use spruds by hirsay? Is
:anyone ....horeslsts us use ...d 10 be IulrdofhllTlllJl: will lhosewhodousc.t be
,lfOCled IS hlroes~ 'There lie llt"lually IWO solUlion~ in oca.sl(lMll use 10 Iry 10
~~elheproblem.nc'therof ....hlChlsplnlcularly""nflCtory.Uroclslo.votd
the slnjtular PfOAOWI CfIl1rely. and 5uhstllute the plural ... hcllC~el possible.
aJlhoujth Ihis an sound rather Iwkward IOff I while. I C'InlC -:ross the SICCOrIod
~U100n in:l MOIhercare m&nl.lll of all places and lhey sImply aJlCmIIC the use
of his and hel In aJlematC ch",*B. ThIs Qn ma~c for a dirr":,,ll re3d. in fact. I
alsonoti«'dchaoter)stllcs"babywllljtlveherfifSlvnileat.bnut6 ...-eds"
...-hereas chapter oS men..on~ "hIS fifSl rqPPy ....In be p;anicularly unple3sant":
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the sultlrand ~picedfect,1 suppose. My personaJ solulion ....ould be for any
writer 10 USClhe forms a.,.,.-oprille 10 their lsic) jtender. in fact. I lend 10 usc
"he" and "his" myself. so I un'l see any objection 10 "she" Ind "her" IS
jlClICriCS. This millhl ha~c uused a bil of I problem for Alice Sheldon. of
coune. A number of OIher sell-neutral allemllivcs ha~e been tried II VlriOUS
limes includinlt co. tey. ~e.polndheesh: tOmy mind thty aJl sound anirlCi.l.
and I think I prtfer hehhe. Is hir loday gone 10f1l0I'1tlW 100 much to hope for?

With reltard to the substance of Ken·.leuel. I find I share a consider.ble
nllmber of his vie...... Is lhe anempt 10 heijthlen public knowledjtC of SF re.lly
relevanlanymore~Mo6t of the Itencn.l public in this counlIy are llllOOIWII\"
of the prcsence of SF. or Sci-Fi wbe_eun.bul lhe level of their
IWlfCneu probably stOpS MlmCwhere after 'Temtillllcw"'" or the Illest David
EddinjtS. "Star Wan" may brinjt people inlo 00IIl1Ct with SF. but ....hat keeps
them cominjt back for ITI(lrt - anoIher dose of lhe same ....ith even betler speci.1
effects or another aeries featurinjt the krieable chlfX\CB _ met in booI<.s 1­
I(T? In the loIlJ[tetm. I donlthink so. Wl'Iat_needwbcdoinjtishi,:hlijthun,:
the thill,tS IhII _ admire in lhe ~nre. wherever you dra.... its boundaries. If a
boot WiM. Hujto or I BSFA lward. _ need the publishers 10 pull dlSPlly in
the bootshop WAy SO. not just 10Sliek a note on lhe rover. I ha.ve 10 admit t....
until I re·jlllncd. I eouldn't have named man: lhan one or IWQ of the ne....
JCIICrIlionoflwlldwinnin,:writerl.simplybet:luseI6on1talr.eeverybook
off the shelf 10 IoolIII ilSroverand.lJo..,~verIIlcnted .1ICw(ish?) writer is.
theydon't&etthediipllYS()ICCthIlCSllblilhedluthondo.

On 10 profcssionaJ administr'llion for the BSFA. About a YUl" l,Jo. there was I
similar IfItllmClII runninjt throujth BUFORA (British UFO Research
Association. in ase you hadnljtuessed). Theit plan WIS 10 hire a pelTlWlClII
secretary and e~en. manlAement COfISulllrM 10 spnKlC up their image and tIIy
fOf ilout of the proceeds of the vastly increased manbershipthis ....ouldlltn.CI.
The naw. 0( cowx. is that both BUFORA and the BSFA are basially hobby
Ol'JIrIisatiofll. with mcmbenhip rauictcd 10 those ....ittI III Cltis!illl interut in
the subiecl. and all the efflcienl mllIII:ement in the world ....on't bring in more
peopIc lhan would ha~1C been likely 10 lOin lIIyWly {(Number cbeck: _ ha~e

tuSI over I thousand memben. CAMRA has 35.000 and the Jane Austen
Society has 2210)). If we are talkillJl about tar,:eted advenisinJ. then l!w·s.
different maller.nd a raisillJ of the stalUS of tbe BSFA .ward would JO IiOff'We
considerable ....Iy IOWlnts Khie~injt this. Pe$er Tennanl has SUJEge5ted
chanjtinjt the name oflhe BSFA award 10 malIe i\ mort 5n;\l)pY. bulthis defe.ls
the objecl of pininJ the BSFA lhe publicily it 1ICICd$. or eoune. _ OOIIld
aJwlys compromise - "Winner of lhe 1992 BiSFA- has I ClCrtain Id~enisinjt

ringlOiL

FinIJly.don·lwrilCofrtlult~whodonothinjtbulpaylheitsubs.and....lil
for lheir mailinjt. E~eryonc is in thai clle,ory II fifSl (think back Ind be
honest!) «(ollCh!l) for some lime It least. Too mIlCh of the "jtet out there and
00 somclhinlt, yOl.l paruitcs" attilude could cost the BSFA some £16.000 in
1992. and whal happens then?

Clubs
Fantasy Fair· A Movable Feast
Cardinal Cox

WeSlanedorlllnisinjtlheFanluyF.irlalelasl year. "Thcre Wert four of us·
Bruce Kinll. Mellnd Chris who run Ihe local gaminll: shop and myself as head
oflhe local SFcllib. Bruce isanorJlaniliCrofspccialist hobby flirsand he had
noticed .ltap in the markel IS nooPe cUlllered for fans of FanllSy. The
Dungeon. a local glmingshop. hill organised. g.rning evenl back in 1989.

Bruce wanled 10 run In e~enl thal would have Il5pects on jtamin.l: e~ents and
comic mans. bUl would liso ha~e .uraclions from outside lhese fIelds. 'These
were plaslic modeliinlt kilS. porCICllin fillures. film Ind tv memorabilia Ind
other cphtmera. The club offertd 10 sponsor gllCSls (Jamie Delane Ind David
lloyd). run a demon~lralion f.nlISY wlIJtlme. Ofllanise I fijtUfc p,ainlinll:
competition.lId on the dly pro~ided bodies to mo~e IIbles.nd selllickcts.

Bruce sold fifty ublcs to ~Irious deaJlCrs. IOfTlC tatinjt two or Lhree. From the
poinl of ~iew of an orllanisor. Bruce na:ded to people thrOl.lJh the door for
each indi~idUlI dealer IIble. 1lHertfore he needed.500 CIlstomers 10 make lhis a
"i.bIe e~enl. On lhe day we had 800 which. I will admil.....15 • plclSllnl
surprise 10 me. 'These JlC(lple wert not whatOOllld have been considered fins in
the hard-e:ore Aelifan senSIC. they were the people who make some alllho(s
bcstsellerJ and some films blockbusters. AI the FantaSy Fair. lhey discovered
that OIlier people sl'wed theit enjoymenl in the mort "isible end of the jtCnrt.. I
didn't think wt for one moment every person lhroujth the door would
IUtomIlica.lly rejttl Muncianialnd bet:orne a ~fan". What I did ....anl ....u for
people 10 bceome inlelUlCd. if only momentarily. is somcthinjt ne..... be thll
Rf'G,IWarJlaminjt. comic oolleclinjt. kil modellinjt or SOIIIClhinjt el5C lhal wa.s
on show. This I think it did.

Peterboroullh·sIlC1IFanwyFllrislobeheklonFebr'\llry21(not.asearlier
st.aled.lhe 141h - SOIT)') in I larjtCr haJlli The Cressd. Ho"'ever. il was never
inlCndedlhal the ldt:awouklbelhesoloepropenyofourClub.Bruechasrun his
OIherFIH'Sacrossthecountry.soheknows.boutpos.siblc~nucs.Wltatheis
Ioottnlt rOf IS local suppon for the Fanwy Flil'S- I've det.ailed ...·hal ...'e did. no
douhtotherCrotJp$WllllXWAC lip WIth their own ideas.
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IryouareinlereSled."'rileloBruce.de'ailin~whalyou·dlil;.elodoataFanlasy

Fair near you. He's Bruce Kin/! and h,s address is: III The Hallard!, Eaton
SOllon. 5, Neon. PEl9 3QW.

Pelcrboroujl.h ,SF Club have al$O published "EG Swain Tribute", a leane, on
,IllS local cleneal ,Rhosl slOry author wilh details on lhe club. Peterborou.":h
il!lC.'lf and a couple of shon stories. Canon Swain was a friend of MR James. but
his own !lOries have an elell.anl spookiness wilh tile llxable Rev Roland
Satchell, He used local scenery as backdrop. for cltample in"1llc Place of
Safely' where 161h ceRlUry J-I'IOS[S sail down lhe Lode wcam carryin.lllhe
church treasures away and in "The Richpins" where tile popliceman
prolagonis,mi,illlllavehved,Thispolicemansaid·initially--There'slunatiCll.
and deserlers. and dead bodies, bUI no II:hosts". By lhe end of "The Richpins".
Ile would almosl certainly have changed his mind.

BSFA (London): Andrew Seaman (128 PickhuBI Rise. WeSI Wickham. Kent
BR4 OAW) is lile new orll:anisor for tile London meelinll:S. TIley are beinJi: held
allhe Victoria a~d Albert pub "surprisinll:ly quiet for a pub aclually localed in
Marylebone Slalloo" comments Dave Langford, who adds lhat "lhe beer is
acceptable",

Glas1i:Ow: KilJi:oreTroutareleavinjt Sioanes because tile beer is looupensive
(llwuJi:h lhe food is jtood and plenliful) and will oow meel al Ghillie Browns in
Ccnll1ll Slalion from llle beginning of August on Thursday evenings.

Cardiff: This club meets on ahemale Salurdays 11-4pm al Sl PeteR Youth
Hall. Roalh. There is some bias lowards tv/media. Delails inilially from Nijtel
Parsons. 46 Pembroke Road. Canlon, Cardiff CF5 IQR (lei: 0222 395165).
Look oul also for Reminiscon 40 in Septcmber al Cardiff (see con section for
details).

I'lull: Subjects for fulure meelinjtS are Humour in SF on AUjlUSI 25. Joanna
Russ on Selllember 8. Diana Wynne Jonn on Seplember 22. Rtlil:ion in SF
on Oclober 13. ROjler Zeh;u:ny on October 27. SF Poetry or Clifford Simak
on November 10. Cyberpunk on November 24 and Chrislmas Mtetinl: on
~ember 8. More delails from Carol Ann Gl'«n. 5 Rallian Avenue. Rajllan
Slreel. Hull HU52JB (tel: 04824458(4).

lIirminjtham: Pam Wells. lasl year's TAFF winner will lalk 10 lhe Brum Group
on AUJi(ust 21 followed by Ian Watson speakinJi( on October 16. The annual
llebate wilh Birmin,R.ham University SF&F Sociely will be held on November
20, All cYenlS lake place al the White Lion. comer of ThOTJ1 Slreel and
Horsefair{Bristol Slreet in Birminjl.ham City Centre from 7.4.'1pm on....ards. Kim
SlanleyRobinson is scheduled lotalk on the Friday Seplembernas pan ofhis
national tour.

Manehester: The Manchesler Pub Group is called "FONT' lind meelS every
2nd and 4th Thursday al the Crown and Anchor pub on Hilton Slreel in the city
centre from 8pm onwards, They haVen'l bcen around lonll so don't have an
extensive library. conlaCI address and so on - bul!Um up and see whal
happens.

Fairy-Taln R Us: This is a new fantasy·based club in Las Vej\as emphasisinj\
slory-tellinjl.. aclinll. role-playinj\. COSluminj\ and whalever else peole lI:el
interesledenoullh 10 do. Incase you are wonderin,R.why I am distribulinJi:this
worldwide (includinll in the BSFA mllj!:uine). I am also interesled in other
such clubs around the world. so we can fijlureout whal nOllodo. Also. what
we really should do. I make no promises as 10 wheiller we will foHow anyone's
advice. it is appreciated. Ale~ Borden. PO Bo~ 4657. Las VeIlU. NV 89127.
USA

N.W: This is the (American) Nalional Fanlasy Fan Federalion and is
recommended as beinllone oflhe besl all-round SF/F fan clubs around. For
more delails. wrile 10 William T Center, Presidenl/Secrelary. 1920 Division
Slretl. Murphysboro. lL62966. USA,

Slar Wars: The UK Star Wars Fan Club offers a membership packaj\e (of a
full colour pholo,e:raphic membership card and thl'« colour prints) plus
iluanerly neWSlellerS. special offers and an information service for 0nly£8 UK.
£9 Europe and £12 Rest of the World. from 8 Victoria Close. Thornbury.
Brislol BSI21JE

Ghost Siory Society: Delails form Jeff Dempsey. 2 Lone Road. Cro~telh,

LiverpoolLl16U.

!Media File
The AUjlUSI edition of "I-'rcmiere" mal/alinc put lo,e:elher a top iury 10 decide
whallheylhoughlwerclhelenbeslScienceFiclionmoviesever

The jury was: Manin Am;s.....riler: Peter Biskind. e~cculive edition of
"Premiere": John Carpenler. direclor: Neil Gaiman. wriler: Bob Gale. writer·
producer: Terry Gilliam. director: Ray Harryhausen. special e.ffecls desillner:
David McDonnell. cdllor of "StarIOll.": Nichola.~ Me)'er, dll"l:clor; Dennis
Muren.seniorvi~ualeffeClSSUpervisorofILM:Carl Sajlan.aulhorelC.: Patrick
Slewan.captain{actor.rcallyJ,

The films were. in no paniculal order: 2001: A Space Odyssey: Melropolis:
The Day the Eanh Stood Slill: Invasion oflhe Body Snatchers; Blade Runrn:r:
Slar Wa,-~: War Qf lhc Wurlds; Forbidden Planet: A Cloclworl Orange: Alien.

Given lhal the comments were as follo....s. can you malch up comments and
films? Answers al lhe end oflhe media scclion

"Spectaculateffects, even ifille slory was. shall wesay.obscure"·
Ray Harryhausen.
·Amazinj\lyimaginativeandsinisler.withwiderapplicalioos.,".
Nicholas Meyer
•...ajlianlsleazoidTimesSquare ..... ·PelerBiskind
(I was) "aslonished at how powerful il was· - Neil Gaiman
·Aconsislenllyc11lckin,e:j\oodlhriller··PatrickSte....an
"Be<:auscit'slong"·TerryGiliiam

Across the Ether
The nearesl version 10 the lrulh of lhe Harlan Eliison/TumilllJl,,' incidenl is
lhal Ellison filed suil allainsl the sludio claiminjt thai TM Tumin/llo, ....as
plagiarised from his two teleplays for Tht OUlfr Limit.<. One was "Soldier"
(based on a shon slory he had wrinen years before). in ....hich a soldier is
zapped from a future war zone inlO the present and causcs all SOT1S of
problems. In addilion to basic plotsimilarities.lhe scenesoflhe fulure in Tht
TU"';"lJlar are very similar in look and feel 10 lhose in ·Soldier". The other
leleplay was "Demon with a Glass Hand", in which a lone man wilh a glass­
and-computer-chips hand and a wOl1ll1on Ile meeu up Wilh are on lhe run from
some unknown eroemy. He has amnesia and doesn'l know a lhinj\ aboul who he
is, or why lIe'sin hiscurrcnl silualion. Eventually. he finds out he's from the
fulure and was senl on a mission to save the human race. Taken 10llelher. il
would seem as if James Cameron Ji:OI the idea from Ellison's slories. in which
casco Ellison is owed somelhinll, Al any rale, as the SIOry jlocs. the studio was
,e:oing 10 fillht l~e suit. bUI in preparinj\ lheir defense. lhey found oul lhal
Cameron had QUipped on lhe set aboul how he'd "ripped off a couple of OUler
Limilsepisodes·.Atlhatpoinl,lheydecidedlosellleoulofcoun,lnc:idenlally.
lhe concelll of Skynel, tile mililary superCOmpulerlhal sees all humanily as lhe
enemy. was laken from Ellison's short story "I Have No Moulh and I MUSI
Scream·. Ellison's compuler called itself AM. and kelll five people alive 10
tonure for all elemily be<;:ause it haled itscrealors so much,

The lalest rumOOr5 aboul the ·S/IJ, Wur.." saj\a are lhal Lucas will be releasinjt
tile next lriloRY one a year starlinj! in 1997 (thouj\h it is also mentioned
elsewherelhathe's"tiredoflhe1"'holelhing"),

Ben Whanon reports from Brooklyn on the lateSI series of ST:TNG . "Woo has
just had some massive injury and is in need tlf a new spinal column! The
Sublexliseulhanasia;socialresponsibilitytothelasI.Oh.and he hasayoun,e:
child (where from. I've no idea!). For people like me.lhereare re-rons played
on Thursday. I'll tell you one thinJi:: Dr Crusher's hair is a 101 worse lhan it was
in the senes we've scen in the UK".

Get Real...
A review of The Lawnmower Man (1992)
Ian Mundell

Sometimes achal1lcter in a film will speak a line that inadvenenlly expresses
your Ihouj\hls al lhat very point in time. There is such a momenl in Tht
wM'nmowrr Man (1992, Brell leonard). a movie about the perils of vinual
reality. Caroline is leavin,e: her scienlisl husband.....ho is obsessed Wilh his
wort. in YR. "I'm inlO real reali1)'" she say~ "nOllhi~ shit". My lhoughts exactly.

Thr LAwnm"wtr Man has very lillie 10 do ....ith real reality. Come to lhal. it
does not have much to do with real vinual reality. ora real Slephen Kinj! Story
called '."Ile Lawrynower Man". althou~h younll Stephen's name rides hiJi:h on
lhe moVie poster. Nevenhetess. lhe film IS bein,R. louled as "The UK's fim
vinualrcalityfilm",ahhoujlhquilewhallhisme"nsisunclear.Granled.lhereis
a lot of computer animalion beinJi: passed off as YR. mainly in relalion 10
jlames played by lhe principal characters. and unsurprisinj\1ythis surpasscs the
capabilities of VR·as·we-know·il. All very fine and inlerestinJi:. bullhinjlslurn
sourwhenthecharaclersstandimbin,e:inlocompulers-lhe fabledcybcrspace
-and ilappearsjusl like the Ilames. Where are all tile stacks ofdata,llle ledious
number mines which make up real compuler archilecture? Nowhere. Then
someonesuRllestslhallhe VR machine also pluj\s direclly inloyourendocrine
syslem. so it can innuence lhings like your growlh hormones. Really?

Now. there is nO reason why Kinjt·s·The Lawnmower Man" (from the 1977
collection NiXhl Shifr) should nOI have madeilasafilm· il is visual. Iwrrific
and willy. and woold havej\iven the proslhelics fiends Illenly 10 play wilh.ll is
the simple slory of a nature spiril who mows people's lawns in a rather
dislinetiveway. underlhepatronaj\e ofa lawn-care company run by the Greal
God Pan.Oh,and lhere's a blood sacrifice involved 100.

Ho....ever. lheslory is a sllon one and solllelhinjl. extra needed 10 be added for it
10 make feature lenjtlh,Al firsl il looked like the wrilers "'ould uSC VRtobrinj\
OUI ~he ~alLlre spirit in one of the char~lers. in much the same way that
prehistOriC man was conjured from William Hun's subconscious in Allur,}
SlIJIt.f(1980). Well.llleydid notdOlhat.lnstead.they junked mOSl of Kin,e:'s
story apan. ralher perversely, from a slretch of dialo,R.ue al the end of it
between lwo policemen. What they came up wilh lakes place in three phases.
allralherfarniliar.

Firslly.lhe Chur/y phase. Dr AnJi:elo is hampered in his work enhancinj\ the
intelli,i:ence of chimps ("Thai was the besl chimp I ever had") when his moral
i~le,e:rity clashe.~ wil~ lhe mililal')' uses (ahem. "coven sector applications") lhal
hts employers have In mind. However,ooceonluvelhis letsupenOull:h 10 let
him con lhe retarded Job inlO becoming his filS1 human subjccl. Job comes 0n
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inltapsandbounds.discoverin.. lIowuniustpcoplehl~beenlohim.ndthe
hcnefits of II ItlSt beln.. someone the loeal bimbo cln look up 10. Sound
flmilill'1 Try "Flr"'~'ff'" AI~f'"r"," by Daniel Keyes, Hu..o award wimo':r as
I shon flOl')'. Iller I no~1. I film called CIuJ,l)' (1968) and II Icasl. one mio
plIY·

NOI only docs Job ~I sman ("He Ibsorbed Latin yUlerdly in Icss Ihan lWO
hours") bul he liso develops p$yehie powers. Hue we enter the Cunjf ph.asc ­
Job II:Ileli Ind ellcts telepathic Ituibulion on IlIlhe people what done him
wronll:. One is lobotomiscd by I son of Super Mario with a la....nmower.
aooIhelishackedupbylhercallhinll:.andlhelocalpadresponl:lncously
comlMrns.

Next we eruer lhe Colouus phase. named for the comPlller in lhe Forbi"
Pmin-r (1970I ....hkh JCU I God complc. and decides mankiDd needs lI.kinll: in
hand.Jobdec)dcslolc1himRlfiniOlhemainframe ....hichhasbcenl\lnning1he
VR and from !heft l1a~llhtOl/.gh the phone lines inside the compulCf1 of lhe
....orId. He.nd Dr Anaek) fight it out inside the computer. nc.• nc.. nc.

TIw Lo"'_r Ma" is. lruly .....ful film. its only vl,lllC1y ftdecminll: fealure
beinll: Ihe much-hyped vinUlI I9lily SIC); scene (.Iso known as cyber-x); or
Idedildonic:s). AI visually inlt;rati"ll: aslhil is. ildoes ha~fOIT\ICIhi"ll: in;:mnon with 191 rulily SIC); - il docsn' lasl: half as IofIII: as you midu .....111 it

II Ip(lC:ll'1 IS we "0 10 prus lhal Slcpbcn Ki"ll: has disassociated
himself from anylhinlllO do ....ith lh,s film and has insilled on having his name
blac:kedOUlfromlhepublicilymueri.1.

Skywatching

Mat1<Ogief

Are superheroes SF:' PoHibly • al'houII:h the frajUCnlly pselJdo.scientirlC
expianatiOllS for $pKi.1 powen (like beinll: affwed by "lI:amma rays". billCII by
a Ddio-aaive spidc:r.or havin.. I fre.kaccidcnllnalaboralory)probabIYllive
well·informed SF fans hystencs.

Whilt b.1t bud~1 movies have n'Illn:lRCd 10 bnnll: I couple of comic book
helOCS 10 life successfully. TV has lI:iven mostoflhem I lRJly rooJ,h ride. All
you have '0 do is Ihink of the IIlveuies of entenlinmenl masqueradinJ, IS
WOnder Woman Ind Spiderman 10 kno........hal I mean. E~n ....hat ....as meanllO
be the cream of the TV Sho....l. TM I".nd,blf Hull: - while undoubiedly
succesdul- did I ....ay ....ilh lhe sense of ....onder of the comic characler and
~plKed il ....ilh. muscleman covered in gftCn paim.

All this brinltl me 10 whal has 10 be the best ever super-hero 1V show. which
viewers of Sky One have been ahle 10 enjoy for the last couple of mOIllhs - rlv
FIa..h.

This US series concerns a police forensic scientist. Barry Allen (played by
former $DIP slar John Welley Shipp) who has the misfonune 10 be hit by
lijEhtninjEwhilellandinltinfronlofashelffullofehemicals\lhilislhe pseudo
science bil). Afler1lcinltdouscd in lhese. heemer/les with the ability 10 move at
phenomenal speed. Takinlt up with I ~search scienliSl, pllyed by Amlnda
Pays,hedonsaspeci.lIydesillnedcOSIUnle ....hichOOesn·tdisinteIlTatewhenhe
moves 100 fasl Ind SClsabout bccomingthe local vigilante hero.

ltlll sounds plt.nd derivative of every other hero from Balman on....ards. but
where lhe series $COltS over all its predecessors is in ils approach 01 the
material and its look. One of Ihe problems of hiving someone running around
in broad dayliRht in • ltd costume ....ilh win,ltS on hil cars is Ihlt. romparcd 10
your Iveralte man in lhe street, he is 1l0in.. 10 look I complete Iwil (like
Spidennan). BUllhe producen of TM FlaJh h.ave sol~d lhis problem by rarely
havinlt their hero show himself in lhe day. And although lhe series il
apparently sct in the prellCnl, wilh compulers and other scientific aids used
frajllCnlly. lhe OOSlU~ Ind uterion have a 1950'1 fcello lhem. This J,ives
lhe show. timele" appearance: .nd Ihis environmenl mUcs il easier to ac:<:cpl

l1le Flash, in the same ....Iy IS' lhe movie Bllman is more II home in !he sunea.!
film SCI ofGolham than if you put him on IhestreetlOfloday's America.

Episodes 10 date have vcered wild'y from Il.andard cop stories to cnlelU.ining
romps involvinlt oddball eharxten like lhe Mirror Master (played by 70's idol
David Cassidy) ....ho UIICI sophist'uted holo,.raffiS to pull off his S("he~. Bill
....halevet' an episode's sulJ,jcct. it is al .....ys treated with the same li,rhtness of
louch thai mikes comics IlI<:h fun. Violcnce· so far' has been keplllO.
minimumandohenhappcnloff-e:arnen.whichis.refftShingehangeinil$Clf.

Complemenlinll Ihe stOries is some acccpubly square·jawed k1inll: from 1he
star. and • 1t15Oll:lble performance from Amanda Pays -lllhouJ,h II lime her
character has .iJlIe 10 do with hat il JOin~on. To cap it.1I are some amusinlt
sP«llleffws.NoneollhisS M,Il"... lH>Il"rM""sIowmolionbusiness;lhc
Illusion of spccd is Creal:ed In. unlqllC way lhal is both CIItenaininlt and
convincing ....lth,ntheconlClI.loflheprocramme.

Sadly.thellCflClihassincemctitsendlnlhcUS·la~e1y.lundcruand.bec:allSC

ofUnl)'Tl1palhe"cschcduhn~(ltmlJUtllof.cenain_1I·known'6O'sspl('lC

adventure series ... ). BIM lhere are stilt several episodes 10 ~o••nd J. for one.
inl~ndlomissnoneofthem.
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Over on the IWO movie chlnnel.~. there h.s been ,he usulI parade of dreadfully
clichc-cd attemPls at SF (one of which. Art"nu looks like a lurkey of quile
~arltanluan proponions and which I ....ill revie.... in a later oolumn. You have
beenwarncdl.

Perhaps the btltJl~st blockbuster 10 appc:lr in the Last monlh or so ....as lhe
sequel to Paul Verhoeven's violenl bul satirlClll Roboc'If/. Rnbo,,",,,, 1 (I ....ish
thefdlhinkofmoreoriJ,in,'sequcltilles)oncea,uinlW"S~lcrWellerlSthc

eponymoul cyborJ,. with his cD-J1.IT from lhe first series. Nancy Allen. laklnJ,
e~n more of I back lICIt role this lime .roond. l1le plOl invol~s lhe city polleT
IlOinJ,onJlrike.lhedistribultonofahillhlyaddiClivedI\lJtClllcdNuke.andthc
Bill Bad Compllny's efforu 10im~ on Robocop ....ith a ne.... ly desijEned. Ius
human model cilled • wow~ • Robocop 2.

!l'1 all pmty mIlCh. re-lread of lhe first film. bul .... ithoul Vertlocven ~ wry
pokes at Ihe medii and society in ~neral. AI a resull. !he I/o-ho~ 'hlnll: comes
IlCIOSJlSrlllher unpleasanl••nd simply an ucuse for violencclndspl"CIII
effcetsjlllescare.of<:our1C.filSl<:lass). l1lefaa thaloncoflhechocfttadJ,uyl
is I foul moulhed IZ·year-oid adds 10 the im~ion lhat Ihis is SImp!) a ploy
10 atU1lCl a Y'OIln~r ludtcncc - allhou,lh ....ith lhe film carTYin!! a 18 ccnlrlCllC
il'ldiffICU1lIOsccwh.allhePOlnIOf1hilwu.

Written by Frank Miller (who saipced Ihe superb comic book Ibc [)ark
Knidll Rnums- and has Ihus proven that comics and film aren'l as similar as
JOITIC would have us belie.,,).nd dutt!cd by Irvm Kershner (who should have
known betler), Rubnrop 1 IS • malOl" dlsappoinlmenl. I hear WI Weller has
declined 10 appear in Inc Inevitable lltird movie and frankly I an"' say I !Marne
him.

Until the End of the World
Jan Mundell

There 1ft tWO panJlO UIII,I 1M EtI(/,(rht" WlWld(I99I_ Wim Wenden). IWO
scpameJloricslhatlln~IeIUJlenoull:hallheirintencc1ionforneltherlObe

sclf-supponinll:. il is 1999. and In Indian nuclear-powered $I1cllite has Iefl ils
orbiI. IfilweTClObreak up In lhellrTllll'llphcrc. lhere ould be considcrablc
daml,lC 10 ....hatever part of the world _re direclly helo bul I more serious
conccmisthal il could uill.ler off a chaIn reaclion among Olher salClliles. TIle
Ctldilnighl.andthepcopleha~panickcd.

In lhc first panoflhe film. WendcnhashilcharacreTlPllTluinJ,eachoche,
ICIOIS lhe face of lhe p1.IICI. apparenlly involved in some son of
criminaVinduslria' conspiracy. This is iusl a facade - despite lhe Itlobal
calaSlrllPhc. they 1ft concerned only ....ilh personal obsessions. The key is Sam
Farber (William Hun) who is usin.. I camera tllat records brain aaivily aloolt
with li!!httocollct::l i~softhe world for his blInd mother. They ITI()ve from
counlly 10 counlly - Germany, FT'lIna:. Russia. China. America - crossin!! an"
re·erossinJ, palhs. unlillhey III meel in the isolated aboriJ,ine foCulement where
Sam'l p,lrcnls 1ft hidinJ, OUI. Here. the second pan of the film.lhe situalion
personaHlICs fUMher. AI lau Itiven the Itift of liltht. if only by proxy. Sam'l
moIher dies. Sam and some OflheOlhers rcverse thetec:hniquc so Ihal Ihcy can
Itcord their dream. onto video tape. These imaltes arc so seductive ,hat
~iewingthcminpaT'lllysinglylddictive.

In U"liI/h, Ell(} Illlht" W",/d. Wenders indlliltes in ~ariolls themes and imallet
.... hich arc <:lose to his hean. moll I>OI~hly commllniC~linn_.I"chnnln,.y anrllhe
convention! oflhe road movie. BUlhe also has an int"ft.'llin ScicnceFktion­
ils past fonn. and imaltel as ....ell as its possible uses 10 him as a narrative
bchide.somethin.. for his chlraclers 10 do. One of the chicfallTlIl:tions of the
film is lhlt lhere is nosclf-i;onsciousness aboul Ihis. and as a consequence it
llocs not feci or look like a Itenlt piece. That. alonJ, with Wenden' rrJCssllI:e
thallhcglobalvillagenecdnOlbeblandandhomog~nous.isveryrcfreshini·

Al present. lhe filnl runs forlhrce lIours (1""0 and I halfinlhe USA). bulthere
is five-hour "direclOr'ICUI" due to appcar as lOOn IS some extra fOOl:lRC is in
the can. It is hard 10 say whether Ihis will help the film ov~rcome ilS sliltht
IChi~ophrenia. bul it is unlikely 10 incftlsc ils audience.

Anime: Dominion
Geoff Cowie

Dominiu" Pun I (Am I uttd II) (Mallmune Shirow). 1~land World
Communi<:alions Manila Video MANV 10tl). 67 minUles. PAL oeM I~.

Eltglishdialoguc,£12.99

P~" A·KO. Island World Commul\icltions Manp Video. 90 minutes. PAL

Shimw W!Ole the "Dominion" man~.. featurinll: tile manic Tank Police. in
1916. as IOII'tC lillht Itlocf form his "AppIcsecd- man,u and anime. l1le four
~Domillion"OIlIl.nal video anunillons followed in 1988 and 1989.•nd proved
very popular wllh anime fans in Japan and the USA.

Tbc prcmiR: in Ihe flllure. !he world's poUllIion problems ha." CIC.Ilated and
lO-.ic micl'O""Jlnisms fOltt peof)k 10 wear filter masks OUI of doIn. Crime
rMCSare very hJllh, and lO00unlel il Ihe Tank PoIioc•• spl"Cill SWAT WlII.
have been formed. l1leir main wt is 10 catch lhe criminal BUAKU ~J,. l1le
rcsidcntsofNewporI•• vaslbto-ronJlrucscdcity.arell1lRe~bytnc
dcsIl"IlCu", aalvillesoflhc Tank Pohce llwllhosc oflhe criminals..

As-AClI-opcns.Lcona.llun~·horcd/lall'ed felTl'llel'CC'l\IlllOlheTani. PolICe.
reports for duly as lJ.. BrillClland his men are inlClT"Otlaling a prisoncr l/o'llh lhe



bnd-I!renade lorIure_ f,.1unwhlle. lhe cyborJ Buaku and his female sidd:ku.
lhe Pvma tWinS. are p1annlnJ 10 hold up a hoq)ilal. This IS rotk'n'roIl sci-fi.
loud.nashY.eJlcilinJ.~thervlOknt.wiIhJlimp$e$ofSlUualilyandofienvery

funny. 'The mu$k soundlrxl IS Uttllenl and w wtlOk "'inJ i5 carried OUI
","h the unuhamed panache typon! of popular JapaneK anllnation work.

Island World's reluse IS loen from a US ManJa CorJl$ venion. lienee the
dub.JInJ....hichiswelldone.usesAmencanvoo«s.T1levisu.alqu.alityoft!'le
toPylvlC'_dwasucellent.Curoously.lherelsal/TlO$lllOlhInI:OIllhebo.lto
,ndlCale Ibl this Video IS ellher In animalion 0<' Jalllnese. Colletlon should
llOIe lhal the OVA's are orll:lnilly 38 minutes 10nJ. Inclooinl: the lengthy title.
repri5e andcl"Cdit sequeoces. SQlne of which Isllnd World have omined.TIle
four OVA's Ire also available subtitled from lhe USA at S3~ each.

Recommended.

Pm/f,·/ 14-/(0. release date AUIlUS! 3. should be in llIe shops by Ihe time you
read this. This Inime movie was rell\lledly made by its creators "juSi fO<' fun"
and Ill"oved very IIOPular. Several OVA sequels have been made. TIle Slory is
set in the ncar fUlure. A-ko. B-ko Ind C-ko are three 17 year old Japanese
school.e:irls. However. A-Ko is the SlTOlll:eJ1 I:irl in lhe ...orld. B-Ko lhe
bninlC'5l. Ind C·ko lhe culU!. An alien invasion is imminenl. and Spy D luru
in the shrubbe'ry. Meanwhile. the Jirls.e:o 10 school. Ind A-Ko and B-Ko fighl
owr who is lO,ng lObe C·Ko·s besI: chum.

laIer lhe fiJhtilll ba:omes Wilder and wilder. involvinl! Jiant roboU.
spKUhips. eec. As you will have dedllU'd. Ihis is IlOI serious SF. but tbe
marxleriwion is Uttllenl (il tums out that amost everybody in the: movie is
female). the .e:irls an' all cule. the mecha are ~II Ind II'S ndti~ and very.
very funny.

R«ommended

If yOU are al all inlere$led in Jlpancse culture Ind lanl!Ullle. try 10 I:et I
Jublilled(O<'oo.e:inal + En/llishscritlllversiOll. Dubbinll,however well done,
oblileratescenainnuantesofilleoriginal.

Island World Ire reponedly relelsinl: UkN,d of rhf F/lur Ki"IlS, 3d E)"n, and
Cnl/ul Triu"kl, over lhe nut si.l months. .IX) EJn is I modern dart fantasy
and well worth gcning.

A lDl more Anime has been I!iven licensed relene In lhe USA reccnlly. 50 if
you ha~ some disposable income. you cln renl or buy I PAL/NTSC dual
SIIndard BCR. order tile lape:s from lhe USA or I few spec,-liR UK oulleu IllId
wllch them now. DomIIlHHI Aus I/o". BuhhI,.~umC"J4J I·VIII. Bubhl,.~um

C'lIs.l. I-Jf. p,,>j«t A-KO I. MuWu.(Jl. Rld,"~ B,.ulI. CIlIlbIU/U. [Jtlll,uio.
AppffMnf. Blu"':; Mu~...M~. RI""" Cu"m-ul. UrllUl YU'lIIru and OIlIer tilles
an' Illavailablc for aboul 535. MoM are SlIbiitled nowr than dubbed.l.asef
discs In: promIsed soon. J.nut laser disks niSi.

ConllCl adrIrnsa for amme enthus.iasls: Anime UK ncwslecter, Helen
McCanhy. 147 Fnoncis Road. London EIO 6NT; Anime Kyo UK (club), tIo
Carlo Bernhardi. 4 SI Peter's Streel. SyRon. LE7 8HJ. Leiceslenhi~

Answers to the Premiere survey Quiz

200I:ASp<I,.,.OdH"n
fm·U.fio" "rrht B/lUVSIllIIt'hn.1
H/udfRI",,,,,
AC/"d:;M1JTkOrU"kf
Alltn
200f: A S(ltlt'tOdyS.ltJ

Time Travel

In Mu"i¥ 100. members were asked Whal they would like ID ha~ in wir
pockets should they slip down some lime Slrum. branch or ju:SI J:d hit by I
Illant meceor Ind lnocled 1010 the paR (and which en they would pn:fer 10 go
10. liven lhe dIoice).

The O"erwhelmin.e: need was for some form of IIC'lf-defence. prefenbly I bill
wrp knife. thou.e:h a liule daAAer which could be tutked down one's trouser
Iell proved popular. When people ~re reassured thaI tlley would noI
automatically be set on and murdered. or uepped 011 by a diflOSlur. they
upreSllC'd an overwhelminjt desire for communication - I video c:arnera by one
person who didn'l want to chanlte history. merely to record ii, I ponable
typewriler. preferably lin Olympia. which could be used prone. a Brilannica
mitroficlle. which would be n:adable anytime aflerthe 17th century.l1Idios.
This led toa 10Il1t discussion un how lonlt alto such IhinllS could have been
viahle leadinll to tile conclusion Ihal the earliesl historicll time when lhe
backup technolOJ;:y was available rather tha" Ille skills was in lhe Roman times.
and lejtionscould have h:ld radio units and crystal selS. BUlonereadc:rstill
Wistfully yearned for I 9mm semi-automalic wilh a 101 of ammunition,
especially if JOinl! back 10 Ancient Rome. while another wanled 10 take back I
calt\llalor to show Pylha&oru alhinB: or two.

!>tuonal hellih came nolher as an aflerthoul:ht. One IS!hma(1t SF reader
,n)l*<!Iha1 he Wished 10 tafT)' synn~s (reus;\bIc). penltllhn (O<' some Olller
)yrllheflc IllIflb.oIlC). pllltlillel'$. seda11ve50. nDIlebook and pens. potke'f
compuw:r. magmfy,"' Ilu.~ Ind SoIfeey PIns at allnmes.

Ken Lake saw some of the disadvantages l!louth: Ille real llIoolern with
carryinJ Ireml batkwatd in lime is tIw lhey should nDIl appear SUVljte: IorIUI!'
and deIIh ali a witth,lwiurd juS! for haVI"I! a biro or nunli,hl is I bit louJh.
~,

I'd SI.If1 wilh penicillin for Immediate problems. and a ntXcbook wnh info on
how 10 manufacture il, Ind Iny IMher llseful medicllle5. out of available
malerws.l'd Willi I anallRun and bullels. wilh I silc:nccr. for trouble, as I
don) fence or sWlOlla mace with any facility. The IlOIeS can pUJanywhere. lhe
Ilun would he meaninJ(1eu.lhe bulleu in I bandolier jUSI a barb&ric bit of body
decoralion.

I'd take a really Itood Sheffleldstecl claspknife with an imilation hom handle
fO<' dis.e:uise - not fO<' fijthting. bur Je1leral use, If I could learn lhe an of
jtlassblowinll.1 could inlroduce wineool1lcsand improve qualilyovernil!ht. so
long as I had aete$S tooork. Jflcould thinkofawa~ todisltuise wellinlltons,
I'd wear lhem. but no such luck. so I'll sellie for I ~hmac for that sloninl:­
through·rhe·forestbit.

Junk ie_Iry is always useful. unframed mirrors. pins Ind clips 1l11ore: I reckon
lhII fills my IIOtke'fs. Time period: OK. iI's ChielJo in the !lie 19205. the JIZZ
En.. Ind I would need ... penicillin and info on che: manuflClure of this Ind
ocher medkines. a small,ulland bullels. a Sherf,dd Sleel cla'lpknife. and some
means ofAoppt"" Ille inlrodUCIion of Prohibilion, 50 I could S1i1l buy thai Wine
I liu. The pakamac would be useful; lhe n:st I could foreJO. SurprisinJ how
similar w hsuare.-

Allttenl Rome was surprisinjtl~ popular in view of !he 001 of tune vIOlins and
hunlt:ry felines n:PUled 'D be roaminJ every Imphilhea.tre. Other SUMesiions
were Ancienl EJ:ypt (b«ause they knew !low 10 ~M women (and CItS); the
futun: (because the tlISI is old hal); 1938 when the firslmajor com(Mller syllem
was proudly produ<:ed (SQIhalone could $frail in with one's lap lop. plu.e: in
Ind lay "Go for i1); lhe 1st Worldcon II New York in 1936 10 ,lC1 I n:11
hiSiorical record of what actu.ally happened (or did nDIl) or b:ack 10 one Oflhe
few cons which ooe enjoyed I loc if only because Ihll would.~aveonlhe room
rile on lhe lines of David Gerrold'S Tht Mu" WIlli Foldtd Him.Itlj.

The obvious winner thoullh. and lucky recipienl of "I book" is Dave Bell who
firSldiscussed lhe merilS of carry in II secd corn and bre_r'syeasl in one's
pockelS.TIlenhecootinuc:d:

"F"U'SI. lSSume lhat the lime-lnoveller is in Rood heallh. A IlICket of ISsorted
needles would be a 1l00d trade: ilem up unlillhe Indusllial Revolution. "They are
a 1l00d ICUmpie of the Ihi~ which are so easy 10 make loday that ~ don'l
lUIise how upensive che: pmc:ess ...., before fllC1Of'ies. AIlOIhc:r Jood ilern is a
suinless-.slec:lmirTOf,IheSOClwilhahole in the middle. so lllal ilcan be u5Cd
for lilt:nallinlt:- And lu;ve someoflhe noedles ma,:netised.ln some: WIY'. _ are
1I1kin,aboulsomel.hin,aliulelikeln-acapeandevasion-kil,

SIIJ&I".upUllliIJII leaIIche:mid-17lhccnlury.wasilltl'edJb!yvalu.able. Find,nJ
somebody who could illY the It:Oinll~ for I kilo baJ of while IUJar would be
a problem. but )'QU are 1I1ki"- serious money. 'ThaI doan) really fil elltler lill.
but il is anochere.llmple of how sornelhinll very ordinll')" oow oculd be of
Crutvl1UC:lhen.

Tlke a proptr fountain pen, tile sort thaI Ooesn't use ink canrid,tes. Of course.
inks are nDtalwlysas free·nowin.e: as Illey lie now. bul there is another relson
for takinj: some rhinu. TIley Ilre e.lDmplcs of lIOMibly valu~blt idea.s We live
in a sea of inventions. even somelhinj: as lrivialll5 a ny-front on a pair of
trousers didn't appear until the 19thcenlury. Does anyone know when potkets
...ereinvented'?

AndwhataOOutafavourileera'!Well.lamnolsuf'elhaIIR:IIllywlntlOlivein
I dramalically dirren:nt lime. There is somethin.e: 10 be said for lnovellinJ1, batk
30 or 4Q yy" Ind you would know when Wall Stlttl ensiled. I think it WIS in
lhelfll~yIllePllrple.P!erodadyls"lhatlreadlmoreplausibieSioryof

lime U1Ivel. whith emonaslsed lllat lhe Rnonlter. and the person WIthout friends
or money, was Ietribl~ vulnetabk to abulIC'.

HiSiory and !lnllUllle are the leIS! of the problema. WhII mailers ~ belOit: able
ID tope wilh lhe t\lllllfe,. I miJhI speak. nucnl U1in Ind "know" every $I1tt1 of
Ancienl Rome. Would IhII make me I Roman'? Would it really be a 1l00d idea
10 pus myxlforras a fenigner. perhaps a merchanl'!

I am lempled by the lime of the Frc:och RevoluliOll. In one sense. il ts
<!anllerous. By the S11ll1<!ards of the lime. I would seem like I dan,lCrous
revolutiOllary. But it is alSQa time when knowlWl!e could mean ~allh. Steam
enll:int'll:machincslhalwO<'konascale~cansensediredlY.rllherlhanby

the mathematics of quanlum mechanics.

And I could come: back with a sillned first edilion or Frankenstein. Nnw. what
advicewouldyou llivetOlheaulhor'?"

Men seriously. Dr [)avid Ditsch of Odord Universily appeln:d 011 IV recenlly
distuSSinltime lravel. Two papers 011 the sub]«1 which migh! be relevanl are:

! Ocuueh. Dlvld "Quanlum Mechanlts Near Closed Time·lIke LlI'les·
(Physical Review D November I~. 1991)

• Carrol. Sean M ee II: "An Obstacle 10 BUlldm'-l Time Machine- IPhySlUI
Review Leue:rs. JanlWY 20.1992)

Thanks 10: Cbut~ COIloor. CMie Cary. Ni,lC1 Parsons. Roben Glover. llin
Thomas. Kell Lake. Bob Sneddon. Tony Beny. Dave Bell. Simon Bisson and
Andrew Adarns.

I __ ~
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Fire and Hemlock
"TM IOUI''': If. (anunc editor,tO« to the tro\lblt of findin~ or writjllJl
INlterial.prinlinll i1. colllllnll. Slllffin,: and pl)Sli",. lhen iI's only fair 10 providr
some form of acknowled~nl • I. Idler J,ivinl! some feedback. prcrenbly
....,lh a couple ofconvC'f$I,lional hoolr.s 10 keep lhediscU:5sioo goinll••n
illustration, even I. ~fSOIIalltl:ler.In ankle on some subject rOIl INIY.Cor may
llOI)rec:lslronl!lyaboul.6oe'In·lhuelobeabouISF.T1leranzinc~l\(ll'mIY

amend future issues in lhelijtht of YOtlrcommc:nts. but whal i""!'elsUlatltle
chroolc lack orreedback lias driven many fanzinetdilOll inlodiffel'l'"1 fields
whcrerulllrcj5Sueswillappcar~",llsoonnow".

Inliveranceislhelale5lDWeSll",...rf,aselectionofhisaniclesand anwork
from 1986-92. published lhis ScPtcmbcr al £6.50witllalimiled print nln of
ISO oopies. This is I. nl'e opponunily 10 see some of the vcry best I1'ctnl
fanwritingandan.Hedescribesilu:

Icovetin,tJ "the ""nge fewm fallillJt-down dn.mk 10 cold-sober cerebnuion. form
KlF barflies 10 appanotchik coorunners. from crullve artistl)' 10 crilical
wm::kinll. from the pointedly pel'lOnal to the illlpartial truths 01' Histofy, from
scandlIJ-lJlOOjtennllto social analysis. from SVl 10 weirder 1IelI. form the lheory
and practice of pen-and-ink an and writinll to the fUlwe or elearonic mediL
Even SF Il\"IS a melllion.. All lhe chaotic mi. of ideal.$ and idiocies - faw and
flnwies - IlOl'lTWly fra,gmented xros.s the face 01' fandom and fanlinn II
bmullhl tOllether here and synlhesised into a shape thllt makes 5OmI: kind of
_ 0U1 oflhe whole mMIneu-.

o Wesc demands concenlntion from his readers. bIlt il is repaid I
thousandfold. 1be anwork is IUperb. eYen if you don) know the people
concerned. As usual with 0 West publicalions. the price will 110 up in Oc1ober.
Iflherearelnycopies left, Ind continuc risinX. Wtite 10 0 West ill 17 Carlisle
Slreet. Keil{hlcy. Well Yorkshire B021 4PX and plcase: send US dollar bills (if
applicable). IIOl: foreign cheques or Posul Ordcn).

FoJlowinxthepublicalionoflhe BallI SFdi~ussionll;roupflnzine(l11Cn~ioocd
In ,",u(rlx 100). Simon Bisson repolU that ISsue 2 enlilled Aquu~ Sui,s (Nn
PurkitltJ is pendinll;. ~Fanzine isn'l QUilC lhe rillhl word" Simon uys "and
reviewzine doesn't cover the amounl of lopia we deal wllh. Wllat wc're
inttre:stedin is wriucn SF. Ind lhe market il is p;an of. l.uuconc discussed lhe
SF~IO dfea by looklnll ill the career Ind works of Christopher Priest. Ind
a1soprov>ded ISFreadc(Sll;uide 10 the seoond-hM1 book capiul oflhe UK.
Hay__-Wye... issue 2 will look II Philip Jose Farmer, cover an. small prus
pubhshillJ.wili provide I biblioJ;rapl'ly 01' Kel'05ina hooks and will discll$S lhe
IIMhor of AII~"d SIUIU". II ia Iloinll; 10 he Ippl"Ollill'lllely 20 pall;es A'
Mxint05hed. scanned and lase:r printed II present and the Bath group m:
cOllsidelin,t btukin,t wilh lhe lradmon of ~the uwal~ IS above. and requestin,
Clpctcopy,

Jtrod Pon lias laken 01\ the mantle of FuelS"'" Fn~ and surted I systelll of
pQIl lnllreviewloffanzinnonel«1ronicbllJletinhoir<bandcanbecootae1Cd
II: 1800 Market Street, 1141 San Fra.ocisoo. Ca. 94102·6227. USA. This is
wllalhe Jays abool Nillcl E Richlrdson's Siubbud~ullion4: ·OK. maybe it's
I sfanzine, and mlybe iI's a perzine,butwhalevtritis.Slubbtrd~ullionis

Ilrel!. Nill;el writes 110OO snlclcly abool his job al IBM (Indcurn:nllack lhereoO,
aboul lhe lOfTy Slale of Labour Polilics Ind somcr SlalC of Brilish SF fandom.
Why hasn't Inyone else: poinled 001 lhal sman drull;S will make yoo look like
Durk and S.ndy?!? And whal havc 10 be Ihe moSI enlenllninl{ Ietlers in I
sfan~ine",

Dout: Krkk is interested in sc:clnll British f.nzines hil address is 3 Olnlda
Sqlllre East, Suilt 246. Whcalon.IL60187. USA.

The US Fanzine Scene
A1exandef A Slate

Fint.1d me introduce lIl)'telf.IIlY name is Au Slue. I live in San Antonio,
Tc.r.u.. My fint fanline WIS a onc:-NIoII called Wf~; Tull'J/rotft Wul'pft/
S(ItIt·t which almost nobody saw (fonullll:e1y). In 1981. I bcpn 10 edit I
fanzine called SASFQl1IFiclmlf, the fanzine of t.hc San Anlonio SF Association.
1be club bcc:arnc Ursa Major and the fanzine Wl$ renamed Robou ulfd
Roud~ufUl~rs. I c:dilCd Ihis for 5 ~II'$. also T", FAOSMtl. the monthly
newslellcr oflhe Fandom Association ofetnlral TellIS (FACT) for a ~ar Ind
for lhe pa.stlwo and I half ~ars I've edited TM Tut/J SF 1frquir~r, the FACf
genzine with my fricnd Dlle Denton.

Conlrary10 whal you mill;hl hear, fanzinesare nOI dyinx,lcurn:nlly read over
50dlfferenl US fanzines,lnd I know I don'lIl;el alilhe flnzlncsthcrem:. For
lhll maner, I don't even Il;elall lhe HUllo oominccs. Fanzines mlY not be what
lhey used to be in "the Golden AIl;C of fanrines', whenever lhal was. bul I don)
wanl to XCi intotl'lll arllument. J Cln't, I've really only been in the flnzillC SCCIlC
for len Ihln I decade.AnywIY. Jenny asked me to "ive you an ovcrview of the
US scene and whlll I would pick 10 read out of I bill; $Ixk of fanzincs, So here
ps,Pleasc: undcntand thll the fantrnes will be in nopanicularordcr.

I'll SIIrt WIth wl'lll is. to me. I new flnzine. Mlr~N;'tr (}/lUn~dr. This is a
JenwlC fannal flnzine published qlllnctly by the NII,t1ra Falls SF Society.
1'IlC only issue rvc sc:cn is lhe May 1992 iwIc.1be prodllCliOfl valLlts arc
CIlcellent.wllhaprofcssionalsr:yleoflayOUlandcrisp.clcarprrntonli"labei,K
paper.1llCl.Ineislitnllyspr;nkledwllhgrpaohicsol'vanouslOfU(lrt.p/lOIOti.
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IlCIders Ind Olher IlraphlCSI "'h,ch lRak UP the IUt nicely. (DI,IlrcJlKlll:
ComputeT layoul Ind offset pnnli"t or IItfOlI I~~ noces5&r)' for me 10 like a
fanline. 81M I do wanl a fanzlne ttw I can IUd. If I fanline makes me rcally
""OIk1OjuJ(undcnllndiLtheoontenu hMIbc11erbedarnnCllc:ellent! ldo hke
tolCC:goodlrttoo-tndofdlg~).

Butcven~,mponantthanthisaretheconlCnts.1beeditor.JocM~hno.

has In intere.slinll sense: of humour and he lias PIli odd, Ijole. Quirky lOUChes
Ihroullh the issue. mninl{ wilh the "NOleI from the Editor". 1be t..·o bell
felluresin lhisissllem:aniclesbyLeahZcldc:s Smith and Sheryl BIrkhead,
Lelh's article is I fan~ine review column. '"11le Fanzine Flncicr~. Leah wntes
bcIttrthan me,the now of her idelS is betlerthan lIline. (Poor peoplc:. 10 havc
10 pUI up wilh my hallin~ 'speech' when you could have Leah). She stans ~Ilh

some observations on flnzincs and Il;ocson to reviews of some Oflh(' rlnl,lneS
she enjoys. Sheryl's column, "Scaltered lmaAcs". is supposed 10 be an an
revicw column, thoull;h il doesn'l revicw Iny art. In~lCad. she lilks Il;cneT1llly
abolltlhe covers Ind presenlalion of books in her local bol:N;S1orc. Shef)'I's
column is only lhe second rcl{ularcolumn on an in fanzines toda~ (the first
WIS my own column, I'm pro~ 10 JaY), As such, il Rives AQ somcthin"
diffcrenl from whll you can ICC: lnOlherrlnzincs.

Othcrilcms in this muc are I difftrent SOf\ o(ttibutc to Isaac AsilllOv hyJay
Kay Klein, In interview wilh Judllh McmJ. an intttUl,n" poece of foctKlll by
Mary Stanton. an anicle on lU"owi_nll ~p in I cil'C\fl family by Joy Moreau (IUS!
10 lei )'OIl know thai IlOl cvef)'thln~ IS SF reilledl. 8U1 before ~ Ihlnk thai
everylhin"inthilfanline_pcrfccl.t.hcrewereacoupleoflhlnJ:lldidn~

rally apprttiate. I just didn't J(:IlIluch out of '"11le New Shrcw RevlCw' and
-From the Vidiot's CIoKI". But each to theIr own.

Now here'l one you hive prohlbly heard lbout: FOSFAr: percnn,.J HUllo
nominee. bullS yet non-winner. Thisls I very difrtrent son of bust. Normally
it runs lbooi. 70 pages. hIIlrorthcse or more belong to the lenercoluilln.

1llc leIter column is llle hean and soul of lhis rlnzine. Hefe is found the
collected opinions. wil and wis.dom of many different peoplc. many or whom
are also pros.• such u L Sprlll;UC de Clmp. Judith TIlT or J>o.ul Anderson,
SOfIltlirncSlhe leucnaclulllycomrncnt on tile articles in lhc fanzlnc {Oh,did I
menlionlhatlhefcacluallywerearticles?),bulmorc.olien lhercarc COOlinuinll;
dillOJ{ucs on 10pics ranl{in.l form abortion 10 free speech. to rclill;ion. 10
politics. You nlme it, II'I probably discussed here II some lime or Other.

SomcIimesthcdiscussionltakc their roo! from one oflhc anicles in the flnzinc
Ind prooccd memly from there. As to lhe artocles themselvcs: Illood malOfily
arc rev;cws. rnosr:ly of SF/F books llhouRh I sll{nifocant IIllll0rily deal wilh
hiIlor}'IXpoliticsorwhalcvcr).1lIe~numberofbooksarcrcadand

~viewed by Joseph T Major. who styles himself -Rcadsalol', which certainly
fi~

As I said. the heart and soul of this flnline is thc Icr:ter column. I do cnjoy thc
anic!cs.buIil'stheJeuercotumnlhal.lnlJySCI.Ilhisfanuneap;anandthereason
J .soJook forward 10 JClIinllClCh ilSlle.1lIeconveQllion is illlClliJCnllnd the
slow pace Iell yOllthink abool exh comment without IlavinJ! to worry aboulln
immediate answer and al.so IcIs you formulalt your rcJt)On5CS with ,treater care
Ihan you can like Inl norm.aloonvcrsltion.

These arc iuSllwO flnzines thai I enjoy. 1bere arc IIllny more to follow. BUI
firsl, quick lCJ50nnumberone. For lhose of you noI«(~t-cd.))flml'larwilh

fanzincs, "theusuIJ" refers 10 a submission 10 the fanzine-an article, a piece of
an orjusl a lcuer of commenl (know as I loc).

... MtrfH7lUltl"tr QU(JTI~rlv editcd by Joe MIfIXllno (Nil{1fI Falll SF Socicly.
PO 801 500. Bridlle SIII;OO, Nilljtllrl Fills. NY 1'3OS, USA: Ivallable
for the usual,sarnple oopies$2.25 each).

... FOSF/u ediled by Timothy Lane and Janice Moore (Falls or Ohio SF
Association.. PO 801137281. Louisville. KY 40233-7281. USA: IVllllblc
forlhcuwal,sarnplecop;esm:£3).

Found In Jackel And Given a Home
Some Accumulated Fanzines

@ Bob (lart Sorenstn, 7 Woodside Walk, Hamillon. ML3 7HY), TAFF
a,rain. wilh a 0 Wesc cartoon of lhltt nHllOured runnen fIX this all
Upenses paId trip to lhe San Francisco WorldcOll in 1993. OWesc knows
ulCllywhich wealc points to caricalUrc.. Pa.infully funny account of lin'I
orchidit's.

@ Erll; (TcfT)' Jeevcs.:l6 Rcd Sc.ar Drivc, Scarboroull;h, N Yor.kshlre YOl2
:IRQ). Feature on E E "Doc" Smith with bibJiOjl;raphy. the hlll;hlill;hl is In
accounl of In envilblc US trip where I "typical" breakfast consists of
eus, bacon, hlsh bfowns,IOlst. icily Ind llshinl{sofcoffcc.

@ Satiromanla (Micllacl Ashlcy, 9 Bllkeley House:, Ktlmore Grove.
Woodside, Bradford BDt'i 2RF). Powerful writinll; from last yelr's Novi
winner. If he tIocs run for TAFF. IS rumoured, he will be I wonhy
reprcsenlltiveofaBntishfanzineeditor.

@ Slubbtrd~ullion four tNillC1 E Richanhon. 9 Windsor G~n. East
Garforth. I...ecdI LS25 2LG). Countdown 10 unemployment _ ~Iin. One
docs.n~ exactly WIllI to work for a She-Elephanl -I time-SClvIMIl.
bro"'npnoslnJ Ixkq". but the options are likely to provide matenll for
seven.lmorc·Slubhcrs...•.

@ The Amalint Sentient Hoose Seven (Tommy mlluson. Flat I. 16
Wellesley Avenue. BtlflJl 81') 6DG). A Jhmpse Into TomfTl)"l lift Ind
lift 1M lhc province.Th,s artic)(, is fully lood



~ The Olar Altunativt (Ken Ctleslin. 10 Coney Green. Slourbridj,te, DY8
ILA). Larlle and inten:stinx lener column and speculalion on exactly
where lhe dra~!:Ons wenl. Ken is pruninll his mailinx lise so no feedback
wIll soon lead 10 no receipt of another Olaf. Yl)ll have bec:n warned.

@ The LiEhl SlulT (Rhodri James. 25 Wycliffe Road, Cambridxe CB 1 310),
Conversalional hOOks hc:reconsislofyel another consideralion of David
Winx:rove ('The Middle Kinx:dom is presented as the first book of the
"Chunll Kuo" series. If the plolScontinLK: 10 proliferaleal its cum:nl rate.
~nd .lhe ~illain conlinLK:s 10 x:.el away with lucky escapes, lhen eilhc:r
DavId Wmx:rove or myself WIll be dead befon: iI's finished") and the
annoyance of an licipatinx: lhe inevitable "happy" endinj,t, when: Iht lloOO
x:uys have to win or else noom: will be around 10 wrile lhe boot. you an:
now readinll. "If you know the hero has 10 win" moans Rhodri "why not
iust cui straix:hl 101hc: happy endinll and save on trees?"

r;.~ Wild Shaarkah (Eva Hauser. Na Cihadk 55. 160 00 Praha 6.
Czechoslovakia). This detailed accounl of her GUFF lrip 10 Auslralia
prai!il'S Auslralian wine and comments on a lecture by TelT}' Pralchc:ll
whose leClun: was. unfonunalely "completely uncompn:hensive" for her.
She commenlS briefly on Georxe Turner ("nice, clever man with British
dry humour"). Lucy Susse~, who a.eain appeared very Brilish, althou.eh
(because?) she is from New Zealand and vellemile ("too 51ronJ! and
sally").

Profile: Elizabeth Billinger, Treasurer

I was born in 1963.3 days after lhe assassinalion of JFK. My IT10lher laullht me
10 n:ad 10nX before I slaned school, and I spenl lhe next dozen or so years
fl'adinj!anythinXandeverylhinll. includin.e Larnb's Tales from Shakespeare al
lhe lender aile of 7 and Jane Eyre soon after. Bein.e somelhinll of a couch
llOlalodurin,l: my first 16y.-ars. I n:adan awful 101 of crap and developed fairl y
catholic lastes before anyone lhO\lghl 10 offer guidance or censorship.

Lookinll back. Ilhink I n:ad a fair amounl of SF and Fantasy durinjl; that period
- Nicholas Fisk and C S Lewis sprinll 10 mind - bUI I wasn't aware of the
calellorisalion. My introduction 10 Science Fiction came fltt with my firsl
boyfriend. as did my introduclions 10 heavy rock. role playinll xames and
pinooll machines. 1 slaned off on Heinll:in. Moorcock. Donaldson. Tolkien
(hated The Hobbil. pleasanlly surprised by Lord of the RinIlS). Asirnov and
Alan Dean Foster. My lasles have chanxed considerably since lhen and il
seems so much more difficulllhese days making time 10 read.

AUlhors I panicularly favl)llr al lhe momenl include: Doris Lessinll. Ursula
l.eGuin. Tim Powers. Dan Simmons. Gore Vidal, John Sleinbeck. Anllela
Caner. John Crowley and Mervyn Peake. Roben Graves is a firm and endurinll
favourite. likewise the poetry of Edwin Muir. Books I've recently read which
made an impaCl are The Handmaid's Tale. Grimus and Possession by A S
Byall.

tlove.&;oinjl;IOllletttealfl'.andlivinllonlyminulesawayfomlS1ratford upon
Avon is a reallreal. Anythinjl; lrajl;ic or historical by Shakespeare uSUlllly
p.-oves worth the lrip (the comedies are ratller more hit and miss affairs) and
almosl everylhinll PUI on at lhe Swan Thealre or Ihe more experimenlal llIe
Olher Place leaves me with a burning desire 10 get down lhere and join in.

Filmsarealsosomethinx I lry 10 make linte for. especially on the bi.&; screen.
Gerard Depardieu as Cyrano de Berjl;erac reduce<l me 10 tears al both viewin.£S.
I IhouJP:ht Thelma and Louise was om: of Ihe besl films I've ever seen. and I
enjoyed Edward Scissorhands. Terminalor 2 and My Own Privale Idaho. llIe
Silcnce of lhe Lambs was cnlenaininll. bUl seriously oveHaled (in my humble
opinion) and Dances Wilh Wolves was conlrived and tediO\ls. Any film
slarrinj! Cary Granl and Kalherine Hepburn is sure to be amonxsl my all time
favO\lrites. The Philadelphia StOl)' beinjl; lOP of the lise. I also have soft spots
for The Blues Brolhes and The Rocky Horror Picture Show. alonX with The
African Queen. Witness. Major Barbara. Bladerunner. 1lle Name of lhe Rose.
The Unlouchablesand many more.

My musical laSle seems to suffer form arresled developmenl. Many of llle
albums I have. or would like 10 have. eilher were made in lhe '70s Of are by
anises who had lheir hcyday then. Lou Reed is currenl No. I - $llW him n:cenlly
at BirminXham's Symphony Hall. and whal an experience thaI was. I like Led
Zeppelin. ACIOC. Cowboy Junkies. Pink Floyd. Brian Adams. Neil Younjl;.
Crosby Stills Nash and YounX. Billie Holiday. Roben Plan!, Roben Cray.
Lynyrd Skynyrd. Eric C1aplon (lhough not of latel. Aerosmilh. Tom felly ...

Paul and I live in Leaminjl;lOn Spa because we both came here 10 sludy
chemislry at Warwick Universily and never Xot away. We live Wilh lWO larjl;e
and m:urotic xinxcr cats. Holmes and Watson. who kindly allow us 10 share
lheir house. and wilh a veritable iunx:1c ofliouseplanls and a larjl;c (bul seill
insufficientlnumberofbooks

Cookinjl; (bUI not bakinx) t find stimulatinll and therapeutic. I wish I fell as
confidently creative in other fields. Gardeninjl; 1 would enjoy. bUI for lhefaclI
always 5CC", 10 be lryinj! to catch up wilh myself: my wceds are as laJl and
heallhy as lhe \'cxclablcs are next-dour-bul-onc. I'm lryinX to learn modern
Gred. in order 10 communicate on holiday. and wilh lhe ullimale aim of
rClirin,!: 10 a small Greek island as soon as possible. I drink more Ihan is lloOO
lor me. especially red wine. lhou,l:h I eniay a jl;oOO pinl of biller, I eal vaSI
quantitIes of curry ~nd of pasta and I play squash and badminlon 10 lry and
"orkofflheetfecls.

t vOlunleered. in a moment of madness. for lhe posl of Treasurer and for the
linlebeinx I'm burstinll with enlhusiasm and jl;oOO intentions. 1t'1I be intereslinll
10sce how long lheylaSl!

The Periodic Table

The Georxe Alu Effinll:tr Mrdical Fund has announced the "Worldcon-for­
a·Buck" raffle 10 help defray Effinxer's medical costs. Grand prize will include
air lravel COSIS. membership. hotel accommodalion and a meal allowance for
Confrancisco. the 1993 World SF convenlion. Send one or more )x5 cards
with your name. addfl'ss and phone number. plus SI with each card to: llIe
Georjl;e Alex Eflinller Medical Fund. c/o NSFA. Box 500. Bridjl;e Station.
Niagara Falls. NY l·n05. USA.

Mallieon will open on September 3 wilh a multi·media Slajl;e produclion and
presentation which will include cameo appearances by Jules Verne. HG Wells.
a reponer for lhe ChicallO "Sun-Times". four Ilenerally coslumed people and
lhm: aliens (in. logically. evil-looking alien costumes).

John Hray plans 10 run a First Conlact I\ame at Scom:. lhe Glasl\Ow Unicon
which coincided wilh lhe collalin.&; wukend. He aimed 10 stan with one of the
alien races desiXned atlhe EaSler convention in Blaekpool and Iletlhe alien
learn 10 plan oul lheir approach before lhe convenlion and write an initial
Enlliish messajl;e to be presented 10 the human learns (lime is 100 shon for any
altempl al lranslalion. and aliens who have leanl Enl\lish from "I Love Lucy"
can communicate wilh all human leams equally withoul WOlT}'inX about the
"keepers of the corle").

The human learns will be x:roups of Politicians. Scienlists. Media. Soldiers.
Priesls.etc.. asheintendedlobrinjl;OUllhediffen:nlperspeclivesratherlhanjl;o
for USA. EC. Japan, etc.

The messajI;C ShOdld have been followed up by the si)l;htinj! of a blue·shifled
spaceship that landed the atiens on lhe moon. and lhen brouxhlthem in Eanh
for lhe denO\lemenl. Each new revelalion is inlended ro increase lhe pressure
on lhe learns. and kup lhe game flowing. More delails m:Xl lime ...

Wilh lhe Glasxow in '<;15 bid aboul to be voted on. it was disturbinjl: 10 read a
casual comment from Thomas Recktenwald lhal "you could xel lhe impression
lhal your fandom is more inclined to isolalionism lhan your Ilovernment". He
was lalkinjl; aboul "Crilical Wave" beinll mailed only to Brilish subscribers, bul
even so il wasquile a shock. as lheGlasllow bid isallemptinjl; lObe thorouxhl y
international and the Eurocon will be held in Jersey next Easeer rnerlled in with
Helicon.

They've got my money ... What now?
Thi,year has seen an increasinll number of queries aboul exactly whal happens
toone·srexistralionforaforthcominllcon. Noone hu seriously sUIl.ee'ledlhal
lhe Treasurer absconds 10 8rnil, or even Bolton, bUl lhere has been a
xrO\lndsweli ofjl;eneral dissalisfaclion wilh ,implyhearinf(ab,ofulely !lOIhinjl;,
So when Ken Lake wrote 10 comment lhat allhoullb he had wanted lO allend a
couple of small cons lhis year. he had been left wilh no informal ion and had
Ihen:fore made other arranjl;Cmenls on lhe jl;rounds lhal lhe commillee had not
n:ceived his money and lhal he was 100 late 10 book a hOlel room. see a GueSI
of Honour he particularly wanled to sec. J conlacled Ill:verol conrunners for
lheiratliludes.

The ideal silualion. postulaled by Tim tIlinx:worth. who is runninjl; lhe
Easlcrcon. Helicon. in Jersey next year. and who is also co-chair for lhe
Glasxow in '95 Worldcon bid, is lhal everyone sendinf( money or makinx an
enquiry shO\lld receive the minimum of a holdin.e n:ply within a week and a
mon: detailed reply laler. Thi, is echoed by Tony BelT}' of lhe Brum xroup.
who sayS that a person has a rijl:hll0eXpeCt a n:Ceipl for money. infonnation
aboul lhecon and hotel and how to get a room..

Be.&;inninJ! conrunm:rs anxious about followinjl; lhe correcl proce<Jure should
perhaps follow lhe Mexioon model which is to acknowledf(e any money senl.
nol m:cessarily immediately, hut cenainly by lhe m:Xl PrOll:ress Repon. Every
member will receive copin of all publications. no maller whal SIaliC of con
build'uplhey inin al and as for "rijl;hls". when people hand overlheir mor>Cy.
lheypurchasetheri.ehlloreceiveallpublicalionsandlherixhltoaltendlhe

Novacon 22 presents a Writer's Workshop
Sally Ann Melia

Al lIluminalion this Easter. heyond the challer in lhe sun parade. and the
lauj!hler of lhe smoky hars.lhcrewas a successful writer's workshop. First On
Friday then on Sunday u\ltO lhiny writers xottOll:elher 10 chal and compare
notes. Beyond the inevilable moaninx: about publishers and edilors. wrilcrs
extolled lhe vinues oflheir heroes or heroines whilsllheir writinxs opened
windows onlO bri,l!hl new fantasy worlds and awe·inspirinx: ,:alaclic
landscapes. Many writers were comin,!!: "0\It" for lhe very firsl time and the
manusclipl fl'adin~ sessions on Sunday pulsed Wilh enthusiaslic excitemenl
and YOUlhful enerXY. This kind of success bears repelilion. t therefore propose
10 re-run a similar wor~shllp called -We lAve Writinjl;!" and a new
experimenlal IlrouP called "My God. lhey're serious!" on my home lurf al
Novacon 22. 6-8 November. allhe Royal Angu.~ Hotel in Birmingham.



1lle "We lo~e writinjt!" will ~t early in the con~enlion for lite openinl!
scnion called Instant Writinl!. All wrilel'$ must brinjt one item of their
Ptrsonal Helonjlin,ltS 10 this fil'$t meelinjl. Manuscripls will be collected,
photQCopiedforrcdistributionandstudyforthereadingsessiononSunday.
Writers wishinjl to participate at the "We lo~e writing!" arc asked to brinjt a
sample of their writinjt. This may be an extract form a no~el, shon story, poetry
or a play, Science Fiction or fantasy. These will be photocopied and
redistributed for positive discussion and possible improvemenls, praise and
marketsuggestionsearlyonSundaymoming.

Manuscript preparation: mulliple copies of lhe firsl IWO paj!es of any
manuscript will be required. I wooillsuj!jlesitowritersthal you prepare your
ttxtsinsinjllespacinjl.rfyou want tobrinjl additional pa,lles, please make 50r
6 copies at your own upense.

In parallel to the "We love writinjl!"jtroup.I proposcd to run anexperimenlal
jlroup "My God, they're serious!" This jtroup will only be run ifatleast five
people arc "serioos" aboul panicipatinjt. Those wishinjt toanend, should write
to me at the address below before September. Panicipants al the "My God,
They're Serious!" must send me an extract of their work up to 3000 words and 1
will In relUrn send them copIes of ttlt other participants' work by return.

Fridaynijtht,latish,with lOis of beer on anendance. we'll have a sess ion called
"Violent constraint and bloody mutilation" di!ICussinjt lhe slrenjtths and
weaknesses of the previously submiUed extracts. Saturday mornin/l, r propose
a session on "World Buildinll",staninll with a Ilroup discussion of what it takes
to lluild a credible allernative world either SF or Fantasy. This would be
followed by a Quiet Creative session where the writers woold be encoural!ed to
worl:. singly or in pairs on the ideas raised during the discussion.

The aim of this session would be to enhance the level of awareness and
expenise of lhe writers by poolinjt ideas, insijthls and experience. I could
fllCilitaie these sessions, since 1 am a /lroup leader with Barclays Bank or
aHematively we could invite a jtllest. SU/ljtestions are welcome. SalUrday
afternoon we could have another session on developin/l "CharKiers" and a
di!ICussion of tile "Plo1tin/l", Sunday afternoon would be time for a post monem
and ideas for fUlure "serious"jtroups. I hope al the end of Novacon 22,the "My
God 11ley're serious" will have new insights and new enthusiasm for writing.

For further information about either or the two Novacon workshops,etiher the
"We love writinll!" or the "My God, they're serious", please write to me, Sally
Ann Melia, at I 1 Spinney Drive, Cheswick Green. Solihull 890 4H8, Further
information on Novacon 22 from Bernie Evans al 121 Cape Hilt Smethwick.
Warley, West Midlands.

Muse: October 9" II, Str:l1hallan HOlel, Birminjtham, details from Gytha Nonh,
35lverley Road, Halesowen, W Midlands 863 3EP, memhership£10. This will
be a filk based con with plenty ofrelaxinjt built in and membership includes
transport and entry to lhe Razinjt Arizona jtijt on the Saturday eveninjt
Alchemy arc also playinjt on the Friday lunchtime of that weekend at the
Josiah Mason Hall, near Birmingham Repenory Thealre.

Moderately detailed information about the 1994 Worldcon, Conadian
(SePtember 1"5, Winnipejt, Manitoba) is now available. The Guests are Anne
McCaffrey, Gcorll:e Barr (ani~t), Barry B Lonjtyear (toastmaster) and Robert
Rume (fan lI:ueM). The function space in on lilree levels, connected by
escalalOr, and apan from tile usual,also includes a cllocolale store, hijth speed
copy shop and 1000 parking spaces

INoticeboard

Anythinjl you want to post or ask ~an jto on the nOliceboard for free - it's a
service for and on behalf of BSFA readers. JUSI write to Jenny and Steve
Glo~l'r al 16 Aviary Place, Leeds LS12 2NP.

Se«lnd·hand ConFrancisco altendinJ!, membusllip for Sllle: It's lile 1993
Woddcon in San Francisco . John Dallman has to jto toanoiller US con lhal
y,ear, and can't afford both, Full membership, all past !'roItTC'SS Repons, votinjt
njlhlS, et~: ~urrent US price is SS.'i, yours for £20. Contact John 3t Flat 4, 27
TertOnl Road, London NI.'i 3AA.

Outer Limits' The Omcial Companion: I am lool;injt for a copy of this book,
published by Warner Books, bill now OUt of prio!. This bool; describes ea~h

episide of this classic SF IV series from lhe 1960's. Steve Hast, The Aerospace
Corporation, Los Anjteles, USA (or contacl the eds. who can e-mail aod await
funherinstructions),

Louis Jacobs Book Service: Thousands of US pb orijtinals, 1st pb edilions and
lib's. Louis Jacobs, 6245 N Inkster Road, Garden City, M14813.'i, USA.

Hubbard booIis: I am lookinjt for any publications by the followinjt aUlhOl1l,
any litlesat all and woold appreciate any help you can lI:ive. Authors: Lance
Rankin, Morjtan DeWolf, Rene Lafayelle, Kun von Rachen, Win~heSier
Reminjtton Colt, Tom Esterbrook, Lejtionnaire 14830. Captain Charles
Gordon, Elron, Peter Berensk, Bernard Hubbt:l, Joe Blitz, Captain B A
Non.llrup, Lt. Jona~han Daly, Lieutenant Scotl Morjtan, Ken Manin, etc .. et~. _
Mafle-Jose Vos, R,et 31, 1273 CR Huizen nh, The Netherlands.

luae Asimov Memorial Fund: Donaations honorin,l! Isaac Asimov's memory
may be senl,to lhe New Yorl; Univ~rsily Medical Center,DevelOflmem DePI..
rorthe auenllon Mark Watson, 316 E. 30th Str.. New York NY 10016, USA,
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SF and F Writer's Wurksllop: this e~enin,l! class run by SF author Brian
Stableford al the Unlvl'rsity of Readinjt will run on Thursday eveninll:s at
7.30pm from Oclob<:r 8to December 10, 1992. The fee for 10 meetinjts is £26:
funher details are available from The University, London Road, Readinjt RG 1
5AQ(tel:0734.l18347)

The WOlf 10 Wrile Science Fil:,ion by Brian Stableford is offered to BSFA
membersala reduced pJi~e: £8 in hardcover: £5 in paperback. Sijtned copies
of Tilt Empirt of Ftur are also available, £10 hardback. £5 in C fonnal
paperback, All are [lOS1 free wilhin the UK, Available from Brian Stableford.
113 Sl Peter's Road, Reading RG6 IPG.

~ Competition Corner

Roger Robinson

Results of Matrix 100 competition
A bumper postbajt this time with almost all the entries indudinjt an anempt at
the ~rossword. This appears 10 have been VERY well re~eived and will
become a regular feature-as long as John can be persuaded 10 producc tltem.

Answers: "Initial Thoughts"

I Si~th Column Robert Anson Heinlein
2 Stybiorntile Stronll: Eric RlIcker Eddison
3 11le Hand Reared Boy Brian Wilson Aldiss
4 The Mechanical Monarch Edwin Charles Tubb
5 The ScrewlapeLellers Clive Staples Lewis
6 Get Off the Unicorn Anne Inez McCaffrey
7 The Shunned House Howard PIlillips Lovecrafl
8 Rockabilly Harlan Jay Ellison
9 The Poison Belt AnhurConan Doyle

The 27 initials can be made to fonn the names to fit the hints (Samuel)
"CHIP" Delany, CHAD (Oliver), (Franl; HERBERT, (Edjlar) WALLACE and
(Laurence)JAMES.

The stickinjt points appeared to be tilles 2, 4, 8 and the ni~kname "Chip" for
Samuel Delany.

Of tile (fewlcomplele entrie.s, A I'Millswas first out of the hal for the £5 book
token. Thaks to all the Olhers who completed, altempted, swore at me for this
one. (p,s. sorry aboul the typo " it is "Styrbiom" and not"Stybiorn"·btJt 1don't
think this fooled anyone).

Answers - Crossword
Across
I lnter·zone 6 Lease ("as" in "lee") 9 Ale·mb·jc (mb '" bachelor of medicine '"
doctor) 10 Gandalf (G-and-a·l(oall) 11 Orb·it 12 Tun (nut reversed I lJ Runic
(execut~d '" run + IC) 14 Prr.ss,or + Beam 17 Tau (T (for ModcIT) + all (for
jtold\) 18 Ace (two meaninll:s) 20 Gravity Well (anlJ'\ram +) 22 Elric (circle
ba~kwards minus "~") 24 0llll ((S)-<lAA"(y») 25 Droud ("or" (jtold) rev. in
"dud") 27 {)pI-i-mum 28 Sundial (anajtram) 29 Ducat ("a" in "duet") 30 Dream
Pari:. CRE" in damp ark)

Down
I Im·ajto 2 Tremble ("m" in Treble) 3 Robot ("ob" (;obit;<!cad) in "ron 4 Or"
c5 En~ineerin,ll(anajtram)6Lunar(launchers;initialletters!!17 A-jtain·st8
Effectual (anajtram "i") 12 Terraformed (an&lI:ram) 14 Planetoid ("plane" +
(i)diOlrev,)15 S3jt(a) 16MBy 19 Erratic Crat" in "Eric")2IEroti~a("torc" rev.
+ "I" + "CA" rev.) 23 Comet ("me" in "COl") 25 Denim ("mined" rev.) 26 Dalek
("0" + anagram of "IBke") 28 Sue

I hope the above "e~planations" of the answers are both understandable and
helpful. Please let me know. r have passed ALL your commenls (and the few
~urses)ontoJohn English " tile perpetrator of the crossword, fm his perusal.

lheonly clue thaI rankled lhe purists was 25 Down which should really have
been "Dul! up blue malerial'" and not "OU,l! blue material up" . I hope you ~an

all see why!

The only clue answeredl,l!Ilessed wronjtly WI:; 25 Across with "Droud" nOl
beinjl. reco,llnised as a brain stimulus socket/device described by Niven. The
only Olher error was an entry thaI omiued to enter 2 down· maybe by a~cidenl

or not recOj1:nisinjt "Treble" as the name ora filk con (it was menlionedquite
often in previous "Matri~"'s). Oflhe 25 all-correct entries, the fIrst out of the
bu~ke1 (I didn't have a hat bi,l! enoujth) was Jenne White of Sheffield. who will
be tltarinR from Colin Greenland who jtenerously donated this month's
crossword prize

Glasgow in '95 Compelilion
Alilheenlrieshavebt:ellpassedtOlhccommitlee ...·howiliannoum'ethcresu11
in due course.
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40th Anniversary as an Author in print.
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Brian Aldiss Guy N Smith

Brian Stableford

Matrix "Everyfan" Crossword
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Dome i. cracked in fliahl around M... (6)
11'$I>OI"nu~".IIOhiIGoul.rtff'(lr'J'l~hind(6)

NOIe,llilleMTOdenti.wellkllOWn(6)
Belifc(inmadlod?EII.YOUlackcla••!(~)
NClmu>cuml,"~"ltOr..plodjnI14POI1I(4l
Ri.hlortkrli...,ninme.,onfo!l'C"'(LO)
S/>ou,·S'OP'·wl\enholdin,tlPO\>nd.u"l'dlomlkeJ2f1.4)
Mind,udtn.tllll'n",.k.n~kbyrheF""""h:ir'."'dlol",,,,"I",n!(10)

faIt .ti~•• chok. of f\Oflh Ot I\(l(th? (4)
Tolki<'n',uP~I,"henoneteplott,Enllishff'llrne"'ort(A)

Make ,,,,nr.pon teluml0 rou,e which H.II.rdnamed Mobiu, (6)
W••_broo...htb.dto ...., ...oldpiea:(b)
Mlgidllncl>"pnl!ec,jve.pcll."",ndlmerzllfK(b)

MCC.ffn:y"pl."",i••round.r..r.,plQ,ionIAI
Ot\Inkhroulh,backlodrinkmu<lm:ok•••hoicef4·2}
... rrnforlho'Spani... ·O<len«lbdoctOfl•• "".ul'(A)
DeMroye,,,f ScldGn" pi"" wea'" a lali"""" al fi ..... a' a prooe~livc ~h&rm 161
N.tive"f~m.ndG"'.perholl"(6)

:ulazny·'n~i>lhi'.fo'c.amplc.whtncalenbycll(6)

TnlYcJIc,in4Ihdi"",n.'ion Ihi'-mtncamt,wlrmin~lbout{4.7)

Fi'eyearmi",ion:buinlOrai.;ekin.e.and\lll«n(4.4)
Sawn-Drfwca<>Onand co"",rD,'clid<DnMNClcd u.in~andent Vikin~c",ft

,0)
Arou'li.h<>Id'lIjlellKtwllr;"'l,lndlhu,onf~ble(6)

Make m;"ake and find i<>b (D' ~<>pho,. perna!" (6)
Prai.;e ....lu.t Kilt k«"" in Enloll'ri.;e u"n~ you,;ni,ial,(6)
"S" in "Sup"rTTIlIn",(ore..ml'lc,i,unive"",1 (6)

Video films and readings from Lionel's
novels, short stories,
Rennes-Ie-Chateau

and other true-life mysteries,
poetry, plays and musicals.

Bookstalls

Chapter Arts Centre
Markel Road, Canton, Cardiff

Matrix Competition 101 "Number Plates"
Thisiseasier.han lasllime solei'S have lOIS of enlries. Hands up alilhose
who used 10 play Ihe Car Number Plale Game of lryin~ 10 make up words
conlaininjl.lhe ltuellirromlhe number plaleof passinjl. cars. Yes, an of you!
Well,lhis is your lucky day. USinl!lheselsof4 ltllersbelow, find SFlFanlasy
book lilies which contain lhe leners in lhe .Riven order. I don'l know if all
(any?)oflhe20canbedone,sosendinasmanyasyoucan.lnlheevenlora
lie. lhe enlries will jl.oin the hatibuckel/duslbin 10 draw ll1e winneroflhe usual
L~ book loken. Please add lhe author's name to help me check your lilies.

Saturday 5th September 1992
9.30am-5.30pm

Admission: £10
including souvenir booklet and badge.

ABCD EFGH KLMN RSTU AZED
AAAA Jill RRRR EESS SSEE
CRAP FA80 ASDF EEEE HHHH
DUNG WIZZ TRIX POIU YTRE

Examples: RANG
1010

Th. "numberplales" 10 solve are:

cRy5lAI siNGer (McCaffrey)
InvOlullOn ocean (St.rling)

Bookings: Patricia Fanthorpe
48 Claude Road Cardiff cn 3QA

Tel: (0222) 498368 Fax: (0222) 496832

AlI.nlries and commen.s 10 ROj!er Robinron, 7~ Rosslyn Ave, Harold Wood,
Essu RM3 ORG by Seplember I~. 1992.
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