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To walk home alone at night

faint pad of footsteps ten ind. A :hm
from the shad may pass. It may
come closer. You are c of wearir
tight(ish) ~ skirt, high(ish) heels, small(ish)
. Your [ reqr

knowing that you can stop any time, honest — if
you really want to.

Rape, to a woman, is an unwarranted intrusion
— for though there is a rather sick school of
thought which suggests that anything female

walking alone at any time in any place is "asking
for it", most women would vshevmnﬂy deny it.
Besides damaging her bod am clothes, the
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attacker
probably her future Soxual enjoyment.

I'm not sure what the man would gain from rape.
He may feel forced into

crimes — the party into
3 murder — and the outcome,

his self- . is as trivial as crushing

snail or drowni am&nda;&“em’l
get ui

free by reading a horror fantasy.

Horror, then, acts as an extreme form_of
escapism with the reader firmly in control. The

ader can vicariously explore witchcraft or
demonology, torture (any variation of), dark
shadows (physical or monlal) chlld and gsnamc

use, whatever
‘emerging, closing the book wlﬂ’\ a dsunvn sllm
back 1o the shﬂmﬂ ordinary nothingness of their
more normal life.

Shll the consensus of

H

Besides voting for the awards, one way in which

you can all help is by reading new: and
magazines then sending me any SF-related
clippings. As far as | can ere ll a
very sncouragm nend wurds media

SF moderately seriously with The

and Le Soir in 'M ront. However, SF ni

this time comes from lul:h diverse Iouve.l as

the News, Belia and
NulIDalyMaiSodywmldW\gclaSF
event, SF  author, _obituary,
interview, Mmd-o programme or SF
please pass it on.
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NeEws
From: Bill Hi gins, Stuart Falconer, Laurie
Mann, Doug Eva Hauser, Pam Wells,

;awr Tennant, Kan Lake. Bernie Poek, “Jim

Knobl, Joel Fink, Dan'l Danehy-Oakes, Charles
Stross, Chug von Rosbach, Tom Shippey and
yoursdilms

HUGO AWARDS

The Hugos are awarded at every World Science
Fiction convention. Properly called the "Science

Ficton _ Achievemant _ Awayds”, they _wers
“Hugos" after Hugo Gernsback.
Each  convention_radtonaly _creales.

backgroup or base to accompany the 50's style
rocketship and Magicon chose to commemorate
the 50th Worldcon with the theme "Where the
Magic of Imagination Meets the Technology of
Science"”. Phil Tortorici designed this backdrop
of infinite space and colourful nebulae, resting
on mp of a small piece of metal grid taken from

the gantry of Launch Complex 26 at Cape
Canaveral, Florida and British engineer Peter
Weston Droducsd gold-plated rocketships. And
if you can't visualise them from that, try Diane
ion: "they look like a simple

of long
body, short fins". The complete Hugo statistics
are available, but | quailed at typing them in, If
you fe interested in seeing the precise details,
please send a stamped addressed envelope to
the editorial address, and Il forward on the
figures, courtesy of Laurie Mann.

The 1992 winners were:
Barryar. Lois McMaster Buiold
ber 1991, Baer

Best Novel:
l

" Nancy Kress

91)
oot st Asimov (Andlog

)
Best Shon S(ory "A Walk in the Sun" Geoffrey
A Landis _(/saac As«mavs Science  Fiction
Magazine October 1391)
Best Non Fiction Book: ‘{(he World of Charles

Queen by Michael Whelan (Warer Questar)
mi

Best Dramatic Presentation: Terminator 2
(Carolco)
Best Professiol Eﬂkor: Gardner Dozois

BOSI ansslnn ael Whelan
C ries N Brown

(Po Box 13305 Oakland CA 34661, USA )

Best Fanzine: Mimosa Dick and Nicki

(PO Box 1350, Germantown MD 20875, Ug

T Lang!ord

Foo
John W cumpb-ll Award: Ted Chiang

OTHER AWARDS

The 1881 Chesley Award Winners, which are
presented by the ociation of Science Fiction
and Fantasy Artists at each Worldcon were:

Best Cover lilustration: Hardback Book:
Michael Whelan for The Summer Queen (Joan

D Vi

Bonmgovﬂ lilustration: Plperbick Book:

David Cherry for Sorceress Vill

(edited by Andre Nort¢

Best Cover Ilhmlunon Magazine

Davxi Mamngly for Arnazlng (Seplembev 1991)
ur Work/Unpul

Da\nd Cherry for Filia Msa
hrome/Unpublished:

Mmasl thlsn for Sludy for "All the Weyrs of

Best Three Dimensional Art:
Clayburn Moore for Celestial Jade
Award for Contribution to the American SF
Association:

Tie between Jan Sherrell Gephardt for her
servK:a to ASFA and Richard Kelly for financial
assistance

BO!!AHD

Betsy WDllhelm and Sheila Gilbert — DAW
Books

The Golden Duck Awards are presented
annually to the author of the best children's SF
book and to the illustrator of the best children’s
SF picture book. These awards were started in
1992 by an llinois SF convention, DucKon, to
promote excellence in chidren's 'SF and the
inners wil receive cash awards. Th inantion

serve as an incentive to encourage quality
SF for chikiran. The winnars were:

Best Children's SF book: My Teacher glows in
the Dark Bruce Coville (Pocket 1991). This is
the third in his "My Teacher" series and uses the
theme Robert A Heinlein explored in Have
Space Suit - Will Travel. Aliens are deciding if
Earthlings are too warlike to be allowed to live in
the galaxy.
Beﬂ Chlldrena SF Picture Book: Time Train
illustrated by Claire Ewart, writen by Paul
Fleischman (Harpe(CoIIlns 1991). A class takes
a trip to the Rocky Mountains Unlimited "Time
Travel'_Express to visit dinosaurs while they
I|ved The Dbclure ol the children frying a
inosaur
Honourable Wmlon Invnanon to the Game
Monica Hughes (Simon & Schuster 1991). High
school graduates have the choice of living on
weltare o oming unknowing  colonists,
sed on their score in a computer-induced
reality game. “Good enough for many adults to
enjoy, but probably w\ll be found only in
chlldren 's libraries”.

1983 Nominations: The committee is actively
seeking nominations of quality SF Ior Chlldlen
F'lease send nominations to Ducl Box

Wheaton, IL 60189, USA by Aonl 30,
7855, 10 anate ll membors ofthe cormatos 18
get a copy. The 1993 qualifiers so far are:

Best Children's SF: My Teacher Flunked the

Planet Bruce Coville (Pocket 1992)

Best Children's SF Picture Book: /t Came

from Outer Soacs illustrated bE Carol Wright

and written by Tony Bradman (Dial 1992) and
ag Hocket Will Hillenbrand (Holiday

House 992).

The Hogu and Blackhole Awards showed a
considerable poliical and in-joke bias, however
the most interesting were:

The Doroach Award for putriy in everyday
iife: Woody Al
Best Traul maﬂc m’?‘"u?" Woody Allen in

Cuisinart Award for worst editing: ngh/ander Il
Most Bizarre Hall Costume (Real
Imagined): Clarence Thomas as & judge.

The Prometheus Awards were presented at
MagiCon by Brad Linaweaver of the Futurist
Libertarian Society. The Best Libertarian SF
flovel of 1997 was Yiiged to bo Fallen Angols by
Niven, Jerry Pournelle and M Flynn and
all of Fame award went to Ira Levin (in
absentia) for This Perioct Day.

SF SCENE

Charles Addams_ worked in the layout
department of MacFadden crime, mystery and
horrorpublications when young, touching up
photographs of bodies to make them look less
gory (he thought this was totally unnecassary).
“Addams speaks sq alely to the lnhuman
condmon, o Caliban or goat beneath the skin
of all of God's children” wrote Wilfrid Steel in the
introduction to The World of Charles S
just publlsned (though, of course, a vepnn() with
300 is best cartoons and 24 of the New
Vcﬂ(er cover palnnnqs Ha doesn't speak, he
haunts" added Wilfrid Steel. Favourite cartoons:
the Addams lamvly giving carol singers a warm

welcome with boiling oil and the skier whose
tracks go each side of a tree.

Brian Aldiss, described coyly as a "Science
Fiction guru” is only one of 58 leading authors
arquing for the continuation of the Net Book
Agreement, by which the publishers dictate the
retail book price for a specified period after
publication, in a new leaflet called What Price
Rsadmg? The mam 8 gumeﬂs concern
oung _writers and small
booksellers If the Net Eook Agreement were
abandoned, then Nina Bawden suggests that
the future would hold “more cut-price sales lol
bestseling novels and higher prices and fewer
sales for others’

David Brin has said that he will do his books in

most of the people are identical clones of their
parents, and story concerns the few
exceptions. Then the next Uplift book concerns
colonists who start staking clalms ona planet
before the official land grab b

Sooners is supposed to reflect svml{ar situations
in the Oklahoma homesteaders.

Lois McMaster Bujold's next "Vurkoscgan"

book will follow Mark and Miles further

adventures. Mark is going to take on the gene

baddies and he and Miles will slumbls into each
er.

Pat Cadigan, who is to be Guest of Honour at
Mexicon in Scarborough nexi May, has a new
k forthcoming from Bantam-Spect
She studied cveﬂtlvs wmmg at the Umversny of
Kansas with wr ind SF historian James
Gunn and has een a professional freelance
writer since 1980, besides having acted as a
consulting futurist to several organisations. One
of several female SF writers interviewed for an
article on "Hemvennng the Future” in a recent
issue of Elle, id e always been
dissatisfied with lradl(loﬂs1 Science F)Ecﬁon. It
was a literature that captured my amaqinauon
but it was also about white guys in space. |
up in a household that was feminist before ers
even was such a word — there were no men in
our house, my mother worked, and | was
latchkey kid — and as a result | had a very
different idea of what | wanted my particular
future to look like".

Pat Murphy is also quoted as saying that "one
thing female writers have brought to Science
Fiction is a focus on people attempting to live
normal lives in whatever world mﬂy find
themselves rather than viewing things from the
Bnecive of B e, Galsete Sovamient
I'm much more interested in power relationships.
among ordmary people than | am in the brave
tain going out to do battle with the
allens” S ariann itt, however, says that all
her female cha!ichars "are feminist in the best
sense of the word. They of
positions of power ar
on their own goals,
misguided. | ik would be & huge disservice
to women to say 'You can't make mistakes'.
Freedom means having the option to choose the
wrong thing!" This is echoed by Misha who
argues that "those who aren't allowed to make
major decisions — women and other minorities
— have the advantage of a critical perspective.
It comes from being involved in the high-tech
age without really being part of it". Final words
from Pat Cadigan: "The world that | insist on
living in is a work! in which the word ‘feminist' is.
as quaint as the word 'suffragette™.

Suzy McKee Charnas commented on beir
considered a horror writer: “I don't think [that |
am. If you define horror as the monstrousness
in people and in culture, then yeah, Vampire
Tapestry is definitely about that. Joanna Russ
said it was definitely Science Fiction because it
was logical. It was about being a predator, not a

e R i,



re's a difference between

Aﬂhllr c Gllrkl has lsamed up with Captain
Fismer, president of the Spanish Main

Trusu!e Compan 1o retrieve the only known

sunken treasure from the original Taj Mahal

family and release the actual coins to the he publc.
it16 4 hoard of slver rupess, dating from 1705,
which were minted in

ship carrying it was caught in a typhoon
ss a massive coral reef. Arthur C
Clarke has been intermittently elplonng me
Great Basses Reef off Sri Lanka
associates since 1961.

Contagion: Glasgow City Councillor, lain
Thomas, is searching for an address other than
an untended PO box to contact this Star Trek
con which apparently slbegos that after mey
refused to let him atte the convention
proposed that their hosl hotel mth have tlouble
renewing its licence. When aske
at the hotel said Vlal he was umwe ol any
such incident occurring. Councillor Bill Ai
leader of the Conservative e grow in Glasgoa
reported that "[Councillor Thomas's] version of
evams is backed UD hy a third party”. We have
just howe that the Contagion
setoavoquesl!manaw y and
withdrawal of the accusation was to pass their
version of the story to a Glasgow free-sheet with
an approximate circulation of 500,000.

Storm Constantine, who is Guest of Honour at
Novacon |n Birmingham in November, has
hardened h mme towards pubhshmg and
says “The creiuva people in publishing mm
days have lost all their power. The

running the show don't actually care what goes
into a book. They want to tell you they're taking
a risk, but where's the risk? If you sell, they've
scored, ibsorbed as

a tax-loss against those who do sell. What they
ww risk is promoting you. As an industry, the
struggling at lhe bottom are just the
plebs the old-fashioned piece-workers".

Vincent Di Fate, award winning SF am t and
Guest of Honour at the Orlando World SF
conv@nuoﬂ qF.lolsd Su"eslss like Salvador Dali
anquy a5 personal artistic
!Mbetms though says he wns also influenced
by early SF arus's hka Stanley Meﬁzﬂ" Robert
nestell M R Foster
and has a)ways admired Frank Kelly Fve“ He
does not restrain his work purely to book covers
and magazines, however, and has done work
for wowaca co(vpames defence-oriented
and also pre-
pvoda:oun desogn !or Hollywood movies.

Diane Duane, who is
Wizardry book, tentatively titied Wizards Abroad
gave her views on religion recently: "The
rampant infivonce, of Lews [on my wriing] is
probably very visible: also of 1 Catholic
upbringing which | abruptly rejected (at around

age 10, on being told by the nuns that my
Jowish fignds" prayers dint get 1o God: ) way

There followed a lot of

furious).
“comparative religion” period in college where |
read everything | could get my hands on, in an
attempt o sort things out — with special
anmnon 1o Judaism: then Lewis jumped me
rom behind, and | got my Christianity back. it's
an mﬂ brand, and people who have read the
Door books, with their extremely post-Graves
the Goddess, get
confused about how | can, as it were, profess
the one and support the other. | shrug. Other
universes have different rules. Heck, this one
seems to have a lot of different ones. | have
room to let them be the way they are".

working on a fourth

Floor,
Wednesday 2

Fred Hoyle's statue was erected in the grounds
of the Institute of Astronomy, Cnmbndge, on
July |B as reported in |

including all the major names involved in
i ma s(eady state of
smogeny. The mbled throng included the
sculplov Sheila So!omon who had produced the
clay original in 1982 in her Long lsllm studio.
lswngwascamrasekhar who with Hoyle,

had been
!umrrecenlmoorymbmsﬁwnm He
ve been missing for some

other reason.

P D James' latest book TheCh
based in a near future England vmara lomily
its zero. In 2021 the

nde:
interview. Despite two of the littie fishes being
practising Chnsuans she declines to take m
easy way out: "I woukin't be satisfied to think of
it as a purely Cr\nsnan novel, thougl
the most positive description she can
it seeks clamy about the truth of
condition”. is perhaps as good a
description of SF as any.

Katherine Kurtz said in a recent interview that
after she finished Javan's War and The Adept

and she hasn't as lbsﬂ\hsa!dbsay\nmy
(she may not have figured it out yet).

Richard Laymon found his experience of
to

r becoming a hoﬂqr
writer. Ahhoume still works weekends, thi
his writing scl le: “Monday through Fldﬂy I
usually work on my novels for about five hours a

day in the mornings and afternoons, taking

breaks ovary couple of hours just o keop mysell
fresh". He begins e jon by reading the
previous day's work and makmg levl;nons msn
wiites new material, aiming lor between five and
seven manuscript pages per day.
became a novelist after a long
career in

ve
recently, he talked, ostensbly, about the solar
system. but used that as a hook on which to
hang anecdotes about his travels, his family and
a lot of human foibles, including his own. And he
was a wonderful storyteller. He's good at g ang
across the human side of science

technology — and he really rammed home that
oid sensawunder.

Sharryn  McCrumb, who satirised
conventions in Bimbos of the Death Sun
Zombies of the Gene Pool claims not to wish to
continue the series though, says me source
cynically, "money may change anything’

Patricia MeKIIIon |s “unknnnq“ with another SF
novel. "Basically it a museum curator
who s to uke a uaveﬂmq nxhlbn of
interplanetary alien art to various planets

§!«

Judith Merril was henourod
evem on_Octobe
International FOB(W!I of
!chﬁ led to be on hand to K
were Michael Moorcock, Frederil Pohl Sumuel
Delany, Sndsv Robinson, Elizabeth Von: arburg,
John Robert Colombo, Katherine MacLean and
Pierre Beggn :man hof:rl‘:;mg one of Clnms
leading ors. anthologists,
nm feminist issues in SF, Judith Maml
coll of books and

historian kept conn
qum i (hey exist at ﬂll bul its shll i gmil
idea aworthy tribute — ed.).

Marvin Minsky has made two unpublllhad
chapters intended lor the book The Turing

tion written with Harry Harrison (Wamer,
August 1992) available for a wide audience.

He
comments “these rummshavealoioimwt
ideas about how to a human-iike machine.
Harry Harrison 'ﬂve been

didn't the talent for that,
collaborate. We decided it the central
character, Brian, id ithematical

wol be a mather
super-hacker of the future who would build the
action plot, and | suppli

explaining psy

of reconstructing his chikihood memories.
A co-author does not have complete control
(see Terry Pratchetf's piece in this section for a
contrasting view on co-authoring — ed.). These
FTP chapters are part of the text | wrote which
did not make it into the published book. Both
Harry and the editor at Warner thought they
wnuld slow down the story too much. At the time

| disagreed, but now | think they were right.

Jonathon Porritt wrote an interesting rmxmrn of
fact cynicism for The
what Ma for a chM bum

is year
t be Illla at the age Df M.unea this
particular child, even reads M

which is Dvmng it the Greens will win the

next election, he personally that

people just 't vote Yov "a bt.ni:!'t of

L the

Tories were deeply uf 34 years in
office”. His local train service not been

“Bransonised", so he has plenty of time to stare

out of the windows at the Iandsﬁne bhghhd by
the dust storms over once

Essex, Suffolk and Nonolk Hls stroll dwn
Cromer promenade is interrupted by continual



uests to see his ID (part of a
cvadtdown in illegal immigrants) and glimpses o'

massive vid screens flashing the maximum
permitted exposure (burn tme) and the
ultraviolet readings.

Pratchett has sent the ms of Johnny and
to his editor and Lords and Ladies wil

e outin Noverber o gve the latest on Maara(

and the F th

o0l, e
collaboration of Good Omans wlm Neil Ganman
he replied "I did most of the physical writing
because:

1) had lo.Neil had to ksep Sandman going — |
could taks e off from the.

2) One person had to be ovarall editr, and do
20 tho shiching and filing and shcing and, as Ive
said before, it was me by agreement — if it had
been a graphic novel, it would have been Neil
taking for chair for exactly the same reasons it
was me for a novel
3) I'm a selfish bastard and tried to write ahead
to get to the good bits before Neil.

|nmaly | did most of Adam and the Them and
most of the Four Horsemen, and
vsrymmg else kind of got done by whoever —
by the end, large sections were being done by a
creature called Terryandneil,
byt actually hitting the keys. By
reement, | am allowed to say that Agnes
Nutter, her life ar\d death, was completely and
uttery’ mine. And Neil proudly ims
responsibility for the maggots. Neil had a major
influence on the opening scenes, me on the
endlng In the end, it was this book done by \wo
fluss, wh shared the money cquall a
for !un ﬂnd wouldn't do it again for a big clock".

Spider Robinson, who says the greatest
influences on his writing were Robert A Hemleln
Theodore Skurgeon and Ben

taught me how to think, Yed taught me how lo
feel and Ben taught me how to survive as a
writer" — a new novel, Lady Slings the
Booze, being published shortly.

Kim Stanley Robinson considered utopian
issues almost automatically in his new Martian
series, although his most utopian novel to date
as_been Pacific Edge. After recommending
Thomas Moore's Utopia, H G Wells' A Modern
Utopia, William Morris' News from Nowhere and
espocially Ursula K LeGuin's The Dis-
Poss: he said that Science Fiction "is
really misperceived by
mentalist movement.
and the whole technological, spaceship, other
planets side of Science Fiction. Im trying to
widen their awareness of Science Fiction as an
environmentalist literature... The political side of
ot wiiting is effective in exact proportion
story is as art'. e uses
J?ﬁah’!na Russ' The Female Man as an example
of this.

a lot of the environ-

Charles Stross is the new chairthing of the
writing group Milford, with Chris Amies as
secretary. The event was a SuCCess: N«

was _murdered, nobody committed suicide
vspons Charles cheerfully.

Vance has just completed another series:

Cac«al Chronicles. Araminta Station and Ecce

Old Earth have already been published.
rnroy will follow shortly.

Vs'ner Vlng. gave a talk on the background to
n the Deep which explained
mat ths notion ol |hs Singularity was central to

inteligence (Al or computer-enhanced human)
can be realised. At this point, which shouldnl be
that far in our future, human society becom:

impossible for us to understand as our some\y is
for a goldfish to understand. Therefore he
believes that Science Fiction which ignores the
potential of such a Singularity is dishonest. The
problem is that accepting it severely limits the

tential for writing Science Fiction. So he has
dehberataly set out to create a milieu in which

interesting stories, such as
Deep, couid be placed.

Gene Wolfe claims that there may or may not
be a third book in his Soidier series, that he just
plans to_write them whenever he feels the
interest. They're going to be a kind of walking
tour of ancient Greece. Of the disguised names,
Hill is Thebes Sestos is Seslos( ), Bearland is
Arcadia, the Hot Gates are Tharmopvlae, Red
Island is the Peiopennese, Riverland is Egypt.

Walter Jon Williams explained the reasoning
behind the aliens in Angel Station in a recent
interview: “I was trying very hard to take a hive
culture... | think living in a place like New
Mexico helps | am surrounded by alien cultures.
| wrote a story called "Surfacing®. Part of it had
fo do with communicating with cetaceans and |
realised | was able to apply to it what | knew
about Navaw speech — because in Navajo

A Fire Upon the

subject and object. It seemed to me that that
element of Navajo speech would apply very well
to cetaceans, where the liquid three dimensional
environment makes it difficult for them to
distinguish between themselves and something
else, ﬁnd that incorporates into the world-view
as well"

Obituary: Fritz Leiber
Tom Shippey

Fritz Reuter Leiber (1910-92) is one of the small
but inspiring group of Science Fiction and
Fantasy writers who have managed not only to
be there at the blnh of their modern genres, and
to have shaped those genres' development by
their own work, but to have kept writing with
undiminished excitement and increasing_skill
right up to the end of their long lives. Ergisk
hverr sem eldisk says the Old Norse proverb:
“Every man loses heart as he grows old". It was
not true of Leiber, whose spirit remained heroic
until his deat

Leiber was not one of the teenage prodigies of
fantasy, enjoying a ralanvaly staid aducauon
the University of Chicago, and
theological seminary. Hisfststory Two Sough(
Adventure" came out n the August 1839 issie
of Criknown ang aunchod o e wond. e
Characters of Fathrd the iant barbarian (said 1o
be modelled physically on Leiber himsalf) and
Gray Mouser (said 1o be modelled on his friend
Harry Fischer). The pair have since adventured
on through six volumes of short stories and a
riovel, the last volume in the saries, The Kright
and Knave of

characterisation and near-symbolic qualif
the Slolv of Fafhrd"

rom
lomen" of 1970, surely one of the
gvaal bl novelelles)

Leiber, however, uced much
distinguished work both in Science Fiction and
Fantasy. In the latter genre, all readers would
pick out Conjure Wife, an Unknown serial from
a classsic “extrapolation” of the
accusation reported in the Malleus Maleficarum,
that all women are really witches, but crossed
unforgettably with campus politics; for if all
women are witches and you forbid your wife
from witching defensively, the most amiable of
professors must come to grief. Gather Darkness
was another classic from the same year. But
what is_surprising (especially in the modern
world of trilogy upon repetitive trilogy) is that in
spite of this string of successes in the fantasy
jenre, Leiber in the next decade turned away
rom an established mode and pvoduced a string
of Science Fiction classics as well. may
most easily remembered for his “Change Wa(”
series of the time-travel war between the
Snakes and the iders, which began

other

simultaneously with a short story in Astounding
The Big Time) in Galaxy, both in

and a serial

or from March 1958. The series allowed Leiber
to use his notable command of history in setting
up oppositions of cultural style, bul also to
extend the argument carried on by de Camp and

others about whether chanqmg history could

hi
Eggheads, a riotously funny novel which snould
have introduced the useful term "wordwooze" to
the English language. In 1965, Leiber won
Hugo novel award with The Wa ande
of unusually advanced and ambitious
The seventies had Leiber returning to write his

technique.

best Lankhmar stories, as mentioned above; as
well as the modem Gothic Our Lady of
Darkness (1977), and a string of award-winning
short stories all the way up 10 1988.

Leiber won six Hugos, three Nebulas, the
Lovecraft, Derleth, Gandalf and Lovecraft Life
Achievement awards. He was one of the best,
and one of the most influential writers of fantasy
fiction this century. His work showed an
inimitable combination of wit, invention and irony
(the last not least about his own genre

Forthcoming

Darklands 2 is an anthology of horror fiction
comlng from the Eqgerton Press in early October,
by Nicholas Royle. The contributors are
Gany Kilworth, John Burke, Graham Joyce, D F
Lewis, Peter Crowther, Chris Barnham, Judy
Fines, Kovin Mulins, Simon Glark, Joan-Daniel
Breque, Roger Stone, Conrad Williams, Julie
Akhurst, Joel Lane, Mark Morris, lan
Cunningham, Michael Marshall Smith,  Derek
Mavluwe. Steven Rayner, Mike O'Driscoll, Brian
im Newman. Among the glowing
mess accolades was one from Vsclar which
said simply "There isn't a weak 'un here'

Dracula is the taste of the month. Francis Ford
Coppola presented clips from Bram Stoker's
Dracula with Gary Oldman L Dracula and
Anthony Hopkins as Van Helsing with Wyona
Rycor 4 Mina Harker at the Oriando Worldoon
(to be released in January 1993) and Pan
publishing - Dracula: The _ Novalisation - n
December with a fictiorvfilm tie in of the original
by Bram Stoker. Dracula: The Novelisation by
Fred Saberhagen and James V Hart is a
powerful and somewhat erotic re-telling of the
legend and includes 8 pages of colour stills from

he book i stil worth
reading. Partof it s st in Whitby, where there is
a Dracula museum. The galﬂram
Stokers "Draculaby Francis Ford
James V Hart comes in December a5 wll - I's
a large format paperback, with nearly 200
ges, 100 coloured _illustrations and 60
lack/white — featuring pieces on the stars and
every aspect of the fim's production from
costumes, sets, special effects to the complet
screenplay. There's also an introduction by
Francis Ford Coppola.

Headline's latest books echo the horror/dark
fantasy mraad of this issue. lan Maitland's
Cathedral (September £15.99) is a first novel
relating the distorted memories of a young
adolescent who can only take refuge in the
Cathedral from me demons from the past wh;ch
haunt him. But Cathedral becomes
obsession in I'SQI' and soon he finds hlmself
plunged into a maze of nightmare experiences.
As a contrast, Richard Laymon's Midnight's Lair
(September £15.99) is set on an underground
lake where tourists can marvel at Nature's
handiwork. When a sudden power failure traps a
group of tourists, they uncover a nest of horrors
that have lain hidden for generations. And if you
like that, try Richard Laymon's Bl
(September £4.99) which is simply descnbsd as
a "blood curdling extravaganza of horror".

Grafton have a couple of farthcaming. horror
bool er Jon Willams' Facats (October
£399) Bran " Uirsiay's Spawn of e Warcls




(November £3.99) — but concentrate more on
ience Fiction with Phlllp K Dick's Ubik (£3. 99)
and Valis (2499 October with s
Penuttimate Truth (£3. 99) in November and Ki
Stanley Robinson's Down and Out in the ysar
2000 (£6.99) completing me November
publishing  schedule Bradbury's
Machineries of Joy and Dclober Counlry (£4. 99
each). They are strong on fantasy too: Mike
Jeffries' Shadows in the Walﬁhvﬂlﬂ (£4.50) is
coming in October with a trade paperback of
Hiaden Echoes, with two trade
Face of the Waters by Robert Sllvsrbevg and
Raymond Fiest and Janny Wurls' Mistress of
the Empire in November, together with Patricia
Kenneallys Hawk's Grey Feather (£4.50).
ecember’s SF/F is mixed, or indistinguishable,
wﬂh Piers _Anthony's ~Mer-Cycle  (£4.99),
Raymond E Feist's Magician (trade paperback)
and Gordon R Dickson's Dragon Knight (£4.99).

Pan are publishing Achilles’ Choice by Larry
Niven and Steve Bames in January: a brilliant
athlete wins the chance to compete in the 11th
Olympiad, which tests the mind as well as the
bg:z and gold medaliists can become one of
's ruling elite, but only if they elect to
"bwst Losing boosters, however, die. Dream
Park The Voodoo Game is also coming in
January by the same authors — the ghostly
shell of the Beehive is due for renovation, but
before the space carriers move in, the owners of
the fabulous Dream Park unveil (hexr plans for
one last fantastic game — Yet another
vampire novel, Suckers by Anne Billson comes
out in January also — you |usk can't keep a
good vampire down, especally when they wear
pinstripes and pea Is. There are klllmgs to be
made, and we're nol Ialkmg financial ..

Just in case anyone has forgotien that 1992 s
100th anniversary of Tolkien's birth
(mcboen'a\ly, in South Africa), there is another
Jokion riste, this tme After ihi King, stoies in
honour of J R R Tolkien, edited by Martin H
Groenberg, wilh contributions from Charles da
Lint, Patricia McKillop, Craiq Shaw Gardner,
Pmrs Anthony and others including a "beautiful’
Siephon Dorsldson novelle. Even the Royal
Mail is getting in on the act with a special
preshge tamp Book, to be publvshed Oc(obe!
7, with an inscription in Tolkien's own Elvish
scripl on the cover. The text appears to have
been exhaustively vetted b; serious Tolkien
students. Grafton have the Tolkien Centenary
Poster Portfolio by Alan Lee (£12.99 incl VAT)
coming in November with Tom Shippey's The
Road to Middle Earth (£12.99) in addition to The
glusvaled Hobbit which came in October at

It you missed David Wingrove's The White
Mountain, published by New English Library in
aperback, then there is
he Stone wumn coming in
mber 3. As volume 4 in a
series of at least 7 books (rumour says that the
series wil now run to 8 hick volumes), it may

ost suitable Christmas present
availabl for an  iderly relative.

Hodder & Stoughton have rejacketed a selection
of John Saul backust tites to be reissued in
December: When

o Wind B
Srannes, Carnga e
Sinners and Suffer the chikiren (il £4.99). The
other Decarmber offerng fs Fobert E Vardeman
and Geo W Proctors Swords of Rzemiyn 2
Rrpetommat £7.9) Ben Bovas Mars (65,

o aruary 1953, 1ogathor it Sphan
Gallagher's Follower (£4.99). Mars will be
b by a powerful advertising campaian,
with posters and adverlisemens o the London
Underground and in the national press and
specialist magazines. Arthur C Clarke described
it as "a splendid book... of his many books, Mars
must be the most important’. However, when
considering the actual logistics of the journey.
Hugh Aldersey-Wiliams wrote in The
Independent that "Manned space flight to Mars
will make a day in a traffic jam on the M25 seem

another to come

raaly inieresting” To emphasise that he is not a
affic jam freak, he continues “the
Fsaly of 1hé planned journey 1o Mars, about 200
days' flying time away, will be utter boredom".
Professor Albert Harrison, a NASA consultant
and professor of psychology at the University of
California, wrote on this in the Joural of the

?aoecrm‘s
provide a sense of up and down, important |Dl
orientation in weahﬂess conditions. Pictures on
the ‘“walls" are . Recreation is
important, not only to mavmam musc‘es that tend
to deteriorate under weightlessr ul
combat tedium. Conventional leerSlOnS wlll not
be enough during the long months, he o —
escapism will be vital". Bu( Pmlessov Hamson
rules out the use of drugs and alcohol: it is
considered that the US taxpayer would not
condone them.

Millennium started publishing officially on

iss of Power and Mally Coctvan and Watren
's The Forever King and the launch has
coﬂllnued with a uniform edition of Michael
loorc works.  Publications  will
simultaneous hardback rback.
Look out for cross-track advertising on the
London Underground and in-store promotions.

Magazines

Derek B Stewart has just launched a magazine
called Phantasy Province which will concentrate

antasy, Horror, Supernatural and Science
F»cuon themes. Issue 2, which should have
about 80 pages, is dus about towards the end of
October though — subject to availability —
BSFA members who subscnbe will get issue 1
free with issue 2. Derek is particularly interested
in quality fiction, Whlch will be exclusively
illustrated by dark fantasy artist Kerry Earl (who
screen prints me most amazing t-shirts, but
that's not quite relevant). Details from him at
Mslsty Publishing, PO Box 6, Fraserburgh, AB43
5SX.

Dirk Strasser and Stephen Hiqgins, of the
Australian magazine Aurealis are looking for
quality fiction (1500-6000 words). Although
stories do not have to be explicitly Australian
since the magazme is grant aided by the Victoria
Ministry of Arls, they would prefer an authentic
flavour. De(alls “from Chimaera Publications, PO
Box 538, Mount Waverley, Victoria 3149
Australia.

Doug Fratz's magazine QUANTUM-Science
Fiction and Fantasy Review will cease
publication as from the Winter 1993 issue and
will merge with Sleve Brown's Science Fiction
Eye, for which Fraf associate
jtor. When asked why had decided to stop

publishing, Fratz replied "Ive been pubhshlng

m

elamly half of my life, and I've paid my dues,
working 80-100 hours a week, between the
magazine and my real career as a scientist. |
want to support SF Eye (oo | really admire what
Steve is doing with the magazine. | want to have
time to read more SF. I want to write more SF
criticism. | want to spend more time with my wife
and kids. | want to have a life". The Fall 199:

issue of Quantum_has columns by Michael
Bishop on James Tiptree, Jr, David Langford
and Darrell Schweitzer with articles by Jessica
Amanda Salmonson, David Alexander Smith,

an
Kathy Lindakoog on the Lewis hoax with an
interview with Lawrence Watt-Evans. Copies of
all issues are available at $3 each ($3.50
foreign) or 6 for 312 ($18 foreign) from Thrust
Publications, 821 La it Terrace,
Gaithersburg, MD 20 SA Science Fiction

Eye 10s also ety avaibl A nelsdas
columns by Bruce Steriing, Richard Kadrey and

Paul DiFilippo, plus articles b,
Dsnnls Kealey,
r with

Terry Bisson,
harles Platt and
ogs an interview with
rove. ubsulpnons are three issues
for £12 ( 20 overseas) from Science Fiction
Eye, PO Box 18539, Asheville, NC 28814, USA.

Pulphouse has just closed submissions untl

September 1083 because their inventory s

baring, All submissions wil gt retumed fo
because

paying on conlract instead of on dehvery of
galeys, This doesnt afect their oher
magazines. Report, Tomorrow SF (an Analog-
type magazine) and Mystery Strest (which is
abou announced, but doesnt officially
exist yet) are all reading.

Vokno is a Czech magazine, of which the 160
e current issue contains an interview with

lard. The current editor, S M Blumfeld, has

sent out a general request. They have no "hard

currency, but are hungry to know what exciting

lhlnng are being published elsewhere, in and out

e would like people to send him copies

of mnovauve non-mainstream  periodicals.

Please write to no, Bolzanova 7, 110 00
Praha 1, Czechoslovakia (tel: 42 2 22-47-53).

Science Fiction Age has now been published,
though Scott Edeiman incautiously advertised a
Harlan Ellison piece on memus V»s:ons
together with a list of the fifty most powerfu

people in SF, neither of which alorialised in Ihe
magazine. Haﬂans been ill and has also had

connected). probably

appear after several re-writes. Apparently
257000 pad subscrplions were raceived prior 1o
printing.

The Dargon Project is an electronic magazine
printing stories written for a shared world
anthology_similar to (and inspired by) Robert
Asprin's Thieves' World anthologies. It centres
round a medieval-style duchy called Dargon in
the far reaches of the Kingdom of Baranur on
the world named Makdiar, and as such contains
stories with a fantasy fictiorvsword and sorcery
flavour. Simply because it Is a shared
anthology, it
commitment from "its  writers
writers should first contact the editor for detailed
instructions and current plotiines. It goes without
saying that all new authors should have read
absolutely everything relevant before joining the
project. Details from: WHITE@DUVM.BITNE
(sorry, no postal address provided).

Spirits of Another Sort has four humorous ghost
stories in the current issue, in setting of
Tomptun Consge, wiitten by Alan Lear. (A5,
from Rosemary Pardoe, Flat 1 36
Hariton Streat, Hoole, Choster CH 3HQ)

Grue Magazine 14 features "tales from the raw
Melanie Tem,
istine Kathryn
Rusch, H Andrew Lynch, David Starkey, W H
Pugmire, G L Payne, Thomas Wilock, Terrenca
White, John Mal:lay, Randy Chandler and t
Winter Damon with twelve poems and copious
ilusiatons by, ameng cthers, David Conover,
Harry O Morris and Jeffrey Osier. (AS 100pp,
£2.75 or £10 for 4 issue sub, edited by Peggy
Nadramia, but available from the NSF clo
Chris Reed, PO Box 625, Sheffield S1 SGV).

Volimond 3 has stories by D F Lewis, Brian
teve Sneyd, Steve
with magazine reviews,
articles on Machan and Lovecrak and a RP!
scenario. The contents are mainly weird hcuon,
macabre and horror with_illustrations from
Russel Morgan, Dallas C Goffin, Alan Hunwr
and Jeffrey Salmon among others. (AS, 72py
£1.85 or £7 for 4 issues from Andre Favne, 12
Woodcrest Road, Purley, Surrey CR8 4JB).




Pe Tom 7, publishes horror, dark fantasy
with a horror slant and me current issue

back
copies available from Emhrg Pvess PO Box

, OH 4410 Typical
reviews from it include:

erious e taking their world
seriously, and working to know/change it.

Generic Kulture prints materials_about pop:
culture, conspiracies and more. The naxl issue
is being pmpamd right now (a circulation of 450
copies] pl Bssa send ml
Kulmm at AS C St

Telegraph, Berkalay, CA u72mm USA.

Robot Olympics

The Second International Robot Games were

held from Seplember 24-25 in_ Glasgow,

orqamsed by The Turing Institute. The events
scheduled to include, but wefe nol

vesvm.ad to: micro-mouse, robat (rob

pong), microhiker (a microrobot hill dln‘ber).

Competitions

Traditional SF not longer than_ 4000

words 1o be sent, try form, to Oxford

University Press, iens, 200_Madison

Avenue, New York, NY10016, USA. The judge

will be’ Arthur C Clarke_and first prize is
in 's. Only one entry per

Soumbowugh, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4

Writers of the Future: This regular competition,
with a parallel one for artsts, is
sponsored by the Scmtoloay group. Wh-le
perhaps contestants to be aw:
the overall pmlosophy ma organisation, Dan'l
-Oakes questions the bim mentality
that avoids anm connected with Scientology
as the ultimate evil. He writes:
"is there any particular reason for avokiing
, other than Oooh, they took money from

a lot of people get for their first

novel.
| submit that mgomqwsovunm
bmsh that tars Saemmognss enough to
against those who win

make this pre-judgement st
(or enter?) the contest, then in all faimess and
corssny.mlhawmnamn’ssamm

2gainst those who adminiter and jugae. 1
wh'l:hisama‘olhulitnlﬂ\!hbmdSF\oday

"Go ahead. Tell me you don't read Gene Wolfe
or Frederik Pohl”.

Stamps

lission to Planet Earth” is the title of a major
international effort tying the United Nations to
other agencies to use
improve understanding of the
environment, to study Earth as a planet, as a
complex, integrated, ecological
dynamic_balances. As part m
separate issues of stamps have been
the US, Switzerland and Austria with duIFns By
Attila Heja incorporational satellites,

serts and even a

e n.
Administration, Palais des Nations, CH-1211
gaa‘na)va 10, Switzerland (tel: 22-731-02-11 Ext.

1).

Television

There are two new SF tv series: Vets is
for children, amusing animated with the
occasion: inal moral tone and a second

that the
because, frankly, it is difficult
1o see how it can't.
Tyne Tees Television is aways pleased to
receive the work of new writers and play hts
for Send to Tyne

Fan Funds
The TAFF nominations closed on October 1 and

Cxechosbvakra and the Australian
r-m tor is Roman Orszanski, PO Box 131,
Marden, SA5070 Australia.

Water as a Teaching Aid

L

|eweire DREAWS
Kev McVeigh

It has been a tricky summer for the
Vnnous staff changes have held up projects hv
a while, one quite Seriously. Fortunately. almost
all of these have bean resolved now. All that
remains is to see how the revised mailings work
in practice. I'm afraid this means that the mailing
you are now reading is approximately two
weeks late, and subssquem manlmgs will
continue_to be on
before. This phase shlﬂ enables us lo ease
several logistical problems whilst not actually
mlsslng a scheduled mailing. Thank you for your

tienc

Some good news: firstly, Elizabeth Billinger is
now fully in charge ﬂl the BSFA finances and is
busyshwm:dw chlq Il we owed you money,

On the Counil lronl  have asked lan M Banks
10 join the Council and he has agreed. His
appointment will be ratified at ma next AGM. lain

has been a member of the BSFA for several
years, and is a popular fgure at Somersone xs

mll'ﬁllﬁlﬂ'\ lnsmmre | am still to attract
names to the Council and any

cor B.

| am aiso that the BSFA London

Amongst those a were John Clute, Paul
Kincaid and many fors in a crowd
of about 30 people. Sue

as our lly 2 popular choice

meeting, but we are aiming for
special in January or February.

Finaly its stil not 100 late to tell Ncholas
Mahoney about books you've enjoyed this year.




The BSFA award is important, please join in. For
my part, to my earlier list I'd add' Lasl Futures
u_usa Tume; Course of the Heart (M John
e Good Fairies of Ne
*h}d]ar\ln Mllle” and Dhalgren (Samuel Delany -
last is remarkably a UK 1st edition ﬂhﬁr 17
years!) and four stories lmm In _Drear
"Snodgrass” by lan R MacLeod; "Fat Tussday
by lan McDonald; “Honey I'm Home" by Llsa
Tuttle and "Digital to Analogue” by Alas
Reynolds. Now it's your turn. See you all nax(
time.

know what | Should call it, but I'm happy with just
those two letter:

liwrormaTiON SERVICE: |

WHAT'S IN A NAME?
Phil Nichols

Science fiction as a genre or ||lera(y category
may reach back to 1818 and Mary Sheliey's
creation of Frankenstein, but the Iabel 'science
fiction” took another hundred or so years lc
appear. Attempting to define SF can be fun if
you're on your own — or infuriating if you're in
the company of someone else, as they're bound
to have different ideas. Your definition of the
genre probably says as much about you and
your tastes as it does about the genre itself. The
funny thing is that while we all have different
ideas of what any definition should include or
exclude, we all have some degree of atfinity for
the term “science fiction", or at least its
ccommonest abbreviation: SF.

The llvsl SF" was sclenMAc wnon the term

For those who don't know yet, and for new
readers, the Information Service exists to
answer questions on aggmmg relating to SF.
The service is free to BSFA membels all we
ask |s that you provide a ddre

a personal re) lost quesn ns
can be answeved 1evan|ually) and all letters are
usually acknowledged within 14 days. Please
send your letters to: Phl( Nichols, 57 Grange
Road West Bromwich, West Midlands B70
8PB.

i there is any aspect of SF you feel
eable about, please make it known!

Your Info Officer doesn't know

himself, and he needs people to turn to whsn

asked about obscure authors, efc. If you can

help, please write to the above address, and 'l

put your details on fil

plot, this is ideal fare. Anyone who believes that

there is any future in S|
steer well clear.

cinema is advised to

A violent game is also the central theme of
another Sky Movies offering, Arena. Produced
by cheap'n'’cheerful Empire pictures under
Charles Band (he of Trancers fame) \his rmvls
is best described as Rocky meets Star Wars. A
cast of unknowns is headed by Paul Saﬂsrﬁeld
ES a human who wants to become the first

imanoid in fifty years to eam the title of Arena
Champlon The Arena is basically a giant boxing
fing space station, where all manner of
aliens sluq il out for the honour of being hailed
Champ.

This gives the make-up and special effects guys
an excuse to come up with some truly b-zarle
creations that would not have looked out of
place in a Star Wars' cantina. Of course, some
am bener designed !ur;ghhng than others, and

har is imposed upon

|'rus MEDIA FILE

Mann and Machine is a new tv series State side
set in the near future, when police duty is being
augmented by robot patrolmen, though they

aren't very sophisticated. Along comes Eve
longlnal chmcs prrreiede ool

ve), the prototype for a new Al robot,

and sha‘s being field-tested as the partner for
Detective Bobby Mann, who dislikes robots, but
comes to like Eve. Captain Claghom is Bobby
and Eve's boss) lnEE typical episode ("Truth or

Siory s wouls DTS s varvous magazines
including Science and Invention. The August
1623 Tokuo. contained nothing. but scionthc
ficion". In-a moment of genius, Gernsback ater
contracted he
unpronounceable "scientifiction”, a word which
lasted through to his  pionearing - Amazing

The less cumbersome "science fiton” arose in
the 19305, and was picked p by John W

Campbell r in Asiounding Stories, Wnere it
Game from, (rm ot absolutasy sure, but it caught
on and has remained with us to the present

"Sci-fi* attributed to Forrest J Ack
presumably derived by analogy with
apparently intended as a serious reolacemenl
for "science fiction", but somewhere along the
way its use diverged so that within the SF field it
became derogatory, a way of putting down that
book (or, more usually, film) you despise. Out in
the big wide world, though, it became, from the
1960s onwards, the term used by journalists
and broadcasters to identify our cherished
genls Yc\u could even tell who read SF a

th didn't, but who

s wanted to sound
called it sci-fi. Finally, to make the true fan's
position absolutely clear, "sci-fi* took on the
phonetic pronunciation "skiffy",
Darﬂculal contemptuous use when discussing
the latest pitiful Hollywood "space adventure”.

an, ilnd

It was in the 1960s, too, that the words "science
fiction" became embarrassing for some, and too
restrictive  for mhevs The most popular
a\tsmauve pamcua had

m the SF ﬁeld but dldn( wanl 1o be
cor\stramsd hy it. became the virtually
tautological "speculative fiction", coined by (I
think) Robert A Heinlein.

The sixties and seventies also brought the field

under academic scrutiny. One scrutineer was

Roben Scholes who — presumably. unhabey

with its own phraseology — gave SF a new

name, bt hobghtiuly Sought 1 praserve those

cherished initial letters. He called it "structural
lation”.

I've stopped calling what | read "science fiction",
because what | read doesn't conform to what
most people understand by the term. | don't

7o loams a bl about the
P songion whie guarding a young girl and
her mother, who's decided to testify against her
accountant husband's mobster employers.

SKYWATCHING
Mark Ogier

amazes me that in the minds of today's
Hohncs precionars. S tonas fo, metn ong
thing: violence. Name any popular SF movie in
the last ten years, and I'l bet it will contain at
least one incident where a person is either shot
al, blown up, bealen up, or gobbled up. Of
course, if there was a SF movie made wit
g S Mg Pl e
dramatic conflict, the chances are it wouldn't
make any money.

However, violence alone does not a good fi
make, and Sky Movies and the Movie Chznnal
have shown a few fims in the last couple of
Tonthe that ilusirate just how true this is.

Take The Salute of the Jugger. This 1990 movie
stari Hunger Hauer (Mr Guinness ad.) and

hen (Josie in Twm PGEIG) has to be the
blggss( pile of ‘& thal has been m
misfortune to suffer mrough since | started
wawhmg movies on satellite.

Set in a post-apocalyptic world (my, how
oﬂglnal') lhs film tells the story of a band of

gers. No, not some futuristic folk group, but a
motley oloton of vagranis who wander from
village to village challenging teams in each to
play The Game. This involves two teams trying
to place a dog skull on a stick in the opposing
team's home area. Doing this involves much
wiekding of heavy cudgels and chains, and
usually the dealh (or at least severe maiming) of
several play

Joan Chen joins the Juggers when they pass
through her village, and they set off on a quest
to become eligible {0 play in The League, which
is the ultimate aim of all who play The Game.

And that's about it, really. In between bouts of
the bloody and pointiess game, there are only
one or two attempts at characterisation, but on
the whole these are perfunctory and simply get
in the way of the fighting. For those who like

their violence unconstrained by such things as

hern. But even so, untl our hero steps nto the
nng. numars have not been well represented for

The sub-plot involves an evil alien who fixes all
fights so that his 'man' is the Champion, and of
course he decides to fix our hero too.

Its all very pat and derivative, but | found it
peculiarly snnyabte — if only to sea whl! welld
creature the FX m

i et Spaakiie of dervaive | suspoa thg
producers of Eve of Destruction were fans of
The Terminator who decided that it was time a
yoman had a”go al being a rampaging
humanoid robot

Eve of the title is Eve VI, a battle robol

wowl), who is played by ane
Soutendik in her big screen debut. Eve Vil s
out on test when she falls foul of a bank r

with a shotgun (who soon realises the eror of
his ways) and promptly goes AWOL.

Her creator — whose experience and memories
have been programmed into the robot — is
called in to help Gregory Hines neutralise Eve
before she blows up. You see, just to make sure
she could not fall into enemy hands, she is fitted
with a nuclear bomb device that could take out a
large chunk of a cily if it explodes.

Before the duo close in on their prey, Eve VIII
has the chance to strike several violent blows
'ol womsn Il you thought ima and Louise
they were charmers compared
lo Eve VIII Mlnd it has to be said that the men
in Eve of Des ucll t wm the exoepnon 01
Ihe hero, of cour
misogynists oc o Phest callbre' phipdtd
short shrift rs. There's one
ggmcularly nasly incident in ths back room of a
r that made my eyes water.

In the end, our heroine scientist realises that her
creation is doing things that the original Eve had
once thought about or drear of, but would
never have done because of her upbringing and
use most of these are illegal. One of ma

less hidden of the scientist's thoughts was
hatred of havmg § U6 b T son womy
weekend to enable him to see his father. Eve
Vi decmss lo collect the boy early, and the film
omes a fairly exciting chase to disable the
robot before it self-destructs taking the boy and

everyone else with it.

The ending is corny in the extreme right down to
the clock counting down the seconds snd the
surpnse resurrection of a supposedly disabled
t — but as a female response to the macho
o image  perpetuated by  Amie
Schwarzenegger et al, | supposa it has a point.




UNIVERSAL SOLDIER |
(US-German, 1992, Roland Emmerich)
lan Mundell

No-one films the Vietnamese war without some
sort of po;i:‘kd:al a?srgda There have been

vers
Private Luc ux_ (Jean-Claude Van

)amme) ncnnng hls ps;r:honc Sergeant in
the ruins of a Viet &e Sarge (Dolph
Lundgren) has siaughlared rest of the
plawoﬁgd ag? is busy making a necklace out of

Ihoy kill each othsr Flmh !orward to 1994 —

ind Sarge are linir mong the umversal
soldiers, a crack mili ar (orce made up
reanimated ' lvs' Qrum asL Impassnve
)rnpervlous

nabts
commands. However, a smmhan m one of meu
M|sslons triggers off ma OH mamonss

Luc, e to the ef

his lour of duty, wan\s onl‘ lo go home, whcls
arge takes up the. pnod hg . The chase is

It is certainly possible make a case !or

U iversal Soldier being up front and honest

war, that it is saying no maner how
lonqa/;puallh pened there is no way to
peak oy B bniingoos quI T S
way or another. The pe in the armed forces
now are the same who crsaled that whole
situation. This reading casts the two universal
soldiers as victims, Luc yaammg 1o return to his
parents' Louisiana "home, g‘ inding dazed
in a supermarket, lecturing the locals on fifth
columnism.

The Vietnam preamble dictates all this thinking,
buttry to ignore it lor a while. Look at n this way.
is nothing strange about the impassivity of
ma universal soidmrs — you can see the same
on the faces of the soldiers who mount a
24-hour uard over the tomb of the unknowns at
Washington DC's Arlington cemetery, you'll get
the same lack of response from any of
armed forces in public situations. But scratch a
runt and what do you find under that surface?
media has been much vexed by that
question in the light of reports that came back
from female mil personnel who had been in
the If war, a%ain during the Tailhook
scal (@pp: naval persol_'mel
were indecently assaulted by male s in a
convention hotel, while senior omcers fal Ied !o
intervene). Look  at it »us way
Soldier is blatantly apologist 'ur the mllllarx
culture. Scratch a grunt and what do you
Psychotic Sarge and home-loving Luc.
wins ...? You guessed, Luc.

Thns is all very well, but arguably the plot in this
rtof fim 5 pnmaﬂly there to provide reasons

io the twi Is to beat hell out of each
other — wmch is whera Universal Saldwr starts
to rise above the ‘straight to video' fare it might
easily have been. In the same way that there is
someone out of shot choreographing ail the
combal the memory event that triggers off Luc

o boautiuly choreoaraphe i

flm The sl external trauma before their deaths
— a boy and girl Vietnamese knsehng in terror
be!emam—nmss out of the
y landscape driving them this way

and thal un\ll the last confrontation. Similarly, the
device behind the idea of the universal soldiers

Stercids (EHtocive immediately! Impress your
friends! rsais the ice at parties!) the whole
m‘ seems to make sense and, by way of its
pace us strangely -engaging.
although you don't have 10 buy the sublext,
i leave you with this thoug

'Oid sarge smiles Whal lhe bkmd\xl (uckmg
er-)u are cmllans for anyway
urroughs.

UNTVERSAL SOLDIER I
Joseph Nicholas

Ask someone to name a famous Belgian, and
theyll probably get no further than Agatha
Christie's Hercule Poirot, But there are others
(real rather than fictitious): Adolphe Saxe,
inventor of the saxophone; painter Rene
Magritte; and, going completely downmarket,
bodybuilder-cum-actor  Jean-Claude  van
Damme.

Van Damme is a sort of sub-Schwarzenegger
figure, but without the wit and intelligence; and

niversal Soidier is sub-
Schwarzenegger film you have when the
genuine article is absent from the summer
release schedules. As though to make up for
i, Universal Solder aiso stars hat other sub-

egger figure
cum-actor Dolph Lundgren. But the two are no
substitute for the genuine article; and although
the film i s moderauary engaging, the blunt fact is
that with more thought — and more
?):Dsmed on the script — it could have been a
o

In fact (unless | blinked), there's no scriptwriter
credit at all, and the possibility that it was the
product of diverse hands may be responsible for
the inconsistencies with which the plot abounds.
The "UniSols" are first encountered resolving a
hostage crisis at the Hoover Dam, in full view of
TV news cameras; and their colonel informs the
reporters that this is their third successful action.
Later, when things start going wrong and their
chief ‘scientist argues that murder of innocent
bystanders should not be covered up, the
colonel informs him Ihal the UniSol project is
secret even from the Pentagon. Are we
supposed to believe (hat the Pentagon never
watches TV? Later, following the destruction ol
a motel by automatic weapons fire_and
blowing up of a service station, the TV naws
circulates a_story attributing these and
associated killings to a female reporter who's on
the run with van Damme — which suggests a
cover-up initiated at a much higher level than the
UniSol colonel in his cryogenic truck. But then
you recall that the director of this biff-bang-pow
extravaganza is the same Roland Emmerich
who was previously responsible for the equally
inconsistent Moon 44.

These inconsistencies are doubly disappointing
because of the fim's intriquing premise: that
soldiers who are killed in action can be frozen,
experimented on, and brought back to life to
serve as indestructible go-anywhere, do-
anmmg killing mechmss One might expect that
this would entail lots of cyborging and scientific
doubletalk; but the cyborging consists of a wrist
mom(ov and a detachable headset, and we get
exact Iy two ||nes of doublef Ia]k — "He's

overdosing on muscle enhancers” and 'W
discovered that b hywaccalerahn the bodies
we could restore mem to life". of course the

plot is obvious: that, Habocapllka the dead
soldnsrs will start to rediscover who they are,
escape from their control. To the film's
cradll it gets this, bxx over with early, so that the
audience needn't spend time watching the
characters rediscover what it already knows; but
debit side is that the rest of the film is littie
more than an extended chase sequence.

The film culminates in a showdown between
van Damme, with much fiexing of
muscles and flying through the air to deliver
karate kicks to the chin — which is, of course,
exactly what they were hired for. Given that
neither of them can act worth a damn and has
as much emotional range as a Yy
paper bag, it's difficult to see what else ey
could do, never mind what they can do next. Do
these people really have fans?




THERE'S TROUBLE AT T'MILL:
A REVIEW OF AL/ENS

(1992, David Fincher)

lan Mundell

I’IF§ a terrible moment in the middle of
Allﬂ a moment when the ground falls away
beneath your feet, when a wave of
1ovsbodmg and vertigo sweeps all before it. We
are on a desolate planet, in a prison that is half
monastery, half industrial lead works, with the
certain knowledge that somewhere in the
labyrinthine passages lurks an Alien. In the
space of ninety seconds, it has despatched the
two most developed characters in the film —
one of the inmates of the prison turns to Ripley
and says: "... but how are we going to kil it?"

Nooooooaoo! Hide and seck! Stalk and siashi
Dungeons and Dragons! The mament is tuly
from what was shaping uj

especiab Varm. we a6 plohged into the
Fimlay and the slowly disposables’ sconario that
was the line of least resistance narrowly avoided
by Allen (1979, Fidley Scot) and Alens (1585,
James Cameron). This is just the biggest of the
holes that Afiens? inherits from a particularly
tortured production history. Eight screen writers
were involved, starting in 1989 with Wil
Gibson, and three directors, although everything
on the ‘screen is apparently down to Fincher,
sither off his own back or at the insistence of the
studio. Anyway, it goes like this.

Fiorina (Fury) 161 was an industrial prison
planet, until the powers that be decided to close
it. Twenty-five of the inmates, all hard cases
M’\D had “found God at the end of the Universe",

joned to stay, and were left with wo
'keepevs (Brian Glover is the gaffer) and a
medic. A sort of zen bleakness reigns until an
evacuation pod from the ship that was carrying
Ripley et al away_from the last lot of camage
splashes down. Ripley, the only survivor, is
taken to the prison, while the Alien hitches a ride
in a passing dog. Xenobiology follows its
course, and the beastie that emerges is a
strange canine version of the Alien we know and
love. Indeed, the posters were 'akmg the piss
when they said "the bitch is back".

The prison inmates, many apparenﬂv with roots
in the North of Engl

monks and mysterious death. Then comes the
vertiginous hole, and things change direction.
Without wanting to give the game away (well,
someone out there may not guess ahead of
nme), it is fair to say that the twist il send al
those feminist-Freudian academics who

constructed theories about Alien and Allans
running for their typewriters ... or straight into
psychoanalysis.

Fincher has taken a lot of flack for the way he
handled the film, a certain amount of it no doubt
down to jealousies over his roots (his most
notable previous works are some videos for
Madonna) and the $50 million he was able to

nd on this, his first feature. He has his faults,
most irritatingly an inability to get out of close-
ups, and the ﬁim does not have the visual logic
ood SF movie. Yet he creates the
right feeling of claustrophobia, leaning on the
setting as much as the alien, and there is no
betrayal in the ending.

For all Alien®s faulls, there is something
iresistible about a remote planet peopled by
psychotic milenarian Yorkshremen ("There's a

chance that this sinful bastard is

ised by some as
looking like an RSC prod ”gpn that time oorgot
it is better to savour Alien”, marvel at how
ever got made in the first place, and know mal
we shall never see its like again

ANTWME
Geoff Cowie

August release: ~Project A-Ko (Kalsuymo
le ljlru, Island World Communications M:
MANV 1002 86 mins, PALM, cert 5

| previewed this Japanese animated film it

last issue. The movie is presented in the ungmal
widescreen lormal (with black bands at the top

bonom of the TV picture) and the video

quality is good. The songs, as in the Japanese
version, are in English. This was a Japanese
film about Japanese schoolgirs, and the
dialogue, though competently dubbed, robs the
movie of much of its inimitably Japanese
character. American voices don't sound right.
The translation used is necessarily sqmvalem
rather than exact: in Japanese, names are gi

a suffix denoting the status and velanonshlp of
the speakers, so that when C-ko addresses A-
ko as A-ko-chan, we know that they are close
friends from kindergarten. Likewise, Miss Ayumi

wonder why | quibble. A recommended buy in
any version.

September release: Dominion Part 2 (Acts Il
and |V) (Masamune Shirow, Island World
Communications Manga Video MANV 1004, 67
mins, PALM, cert 15, English dialogue £12.99)

This is the conclusion to Part | which was
reviewed in Matrix 101. In the concluding
episodes of this Ji lese animated video
series the ecological background continues. In
Act Ill, Buaku steals an overpm:ed painting of
himself with the assistance of the sexy Puma
Twins. Meanwhile at Tank Police hsﬂdquanafs
"Showtime" girl recruit Leona, in bunny costume,
helps lob knives at a drug toa
splnnl board with a Iwe hand grenade in his

audience places bets on how mar
seconds it will take him to sgl\ out the grenade.
The Tank Police attend the ry, but Laona
is captured by Buaku. In the Vlnal vplsode
‘green’ theme recurs and we find (as is typical ov
Anime) that some of the bad guys were less
then we thought. Not qux(e politically correct, but
great fun. The artwork in Dominion is a treat,
especially the title sequences, and the use of
dubbing is quite acceptable this time.
Recommended.

October releases (Oct 5): Should be in shops by
the time you read this. Odin (Iisland Worid
Communications M a Vldeo MANV 1005, 93
mins, PALM, E ial

In this Japanese animated fim, a newly
commissioned spaces! sets out on its first
mission and hears a SOS message from the
spaceship Jupiter.

rs (island World Communications
Video, MANV 1006, 104 mi PALM.

This is set on a future terraformed Venus and
follows the adventures of an investigative female
reporter and a young soldier. There are battle
scenes and chase scenes but the highiight of
the movie s a race between two armed military
motorised unicycles down a ravine. This isn't a
pariculary welkknown Anime fim but I saw &

0 and found it very watchable.
n style the ammanon is quite similar to live-

on. Worth buyi

Certif these two movies was

unconfirmed at me time of going to press, but
will probably be 15",

Island World have made it clear that they donl
think that subtitied releases are economi

viable for them, and consequently all their it



rslsases will be dubbed Their marketing seems

aimed at "youth' market. Dubbed
versnons spacially mada o Tetand World Manga
Video will be released in the by American
distributors. What effect this will have on the
pricing and avallahlhty of US subtitlied anime
remains 1o by

Island World are reportedly negmlﬂ(lm for the
rights to Crying 7’rseman, MAdmg Eys(engu,
fegapolis, Laputa, Nausicaa (2 hour
version), My nghbow Tumm. Klkrs Delivery
SGNIOG 3x3 Eyes, Area 88, Lum-Beautiful
Tc tone for F/!Dﬂlssx Vai
Humer or D, Nadia {movie), Anon, Diry. Fair
Gundam and City Hunter. This list includes four
Anime classlcs and several other excellent
movies, but is only a minute fraction of the
Anime potenually available.

A lot more Anime has been given licensed
release in the USA recently, so if you have
some disposable income, you can rent or buy a
UNTSC dual standard VCR, order
Rapes lrom the USA or a lew soema)lsl UK
outlets and watch them now. mrnlon Acts |-
1V, Bubblegum Crisis I-VIl, Bubbleg ‘rash 1
I, Project A-Ko |, Madox-01, mng Bean
Gunbuster, Dangaio, Applese lack M:
M-66, Robot Carnival, Urusei Vasuraa of r
titles are all available for about 35 dollars. Most
are subtitled rather lhaﬂ dubbed. If you want to
walch subtitied versions you might be wise to
now while they are still available and the
dollar i |s weak. Laser discs are promised soon.
In Jap: much recent Anime is available on
tasev dlsk (rasa-disku). A suitable player costs

Contact addresses for anime enthusiasts:

Anime UK newsletter — Helen McCarthy, 147
Francis Road, London E10 6NT

Anime Kyo UKS(CIL(JbD c/o Carlo Bernhardi, 4 St

Peter's Str LE7 8HJ, Leicestershire.

IFlPE AND HEMLOCK
COSTS OF FANZINES

With a fanzine of a reasonable size, it becomes
cumbersome to sneak round to the works
Dholocaplw and often far too noticeable. The
est way of spreading costs might simply be m
v!e the bullet and go for a large pnnt run. Seth
ob: represents one end of the spsarum
writing:
roduction into
, whether you
use oﬁse( pnnnnq or pho(ocpymg And if you're
going to do a large run (1000+ issues), Jou
actually will save money by gomg to offsetl.
it's a lot more complicated when you get to ms|
stage (you really have to start worlymg about
things like halftone screens and so forth), but
you can really get good results if you make sure
things are right.
"The first two issues of my zine were straight out
of the copier, and we lost a litle money.
wsve runs of 500 each, and we got rid of all of
them. Our third issue, which should be ready in
a couple of months, will be ofiset, B0+ pages,
probably one colour inside pages and a
colour cover”.

The other extreme is covered by Scott H Redd
who publishes a fanzine with his friend. He
writes:

:ma%eneral breaking up one's
is less economical

*Ten Fingers is composed and "mass" produced
completely on a Xerox machine. | wil
occasionally “scam’ some of the paste-up
sheets and clip art on the machine where | work,
but when it comes time to copy off our run, we
Sg‘ad to kaos, where we must pay about one

“Ten Fingers is very new, so initially we made
only xaucoplss Any time we need more, we run

in them off. Since our run is so low,
its not ma( much of a setback to run a few more
off here and there.

“When it comes to the zine, our main concern is
to have fun. | enjoy the contacts that | make
from trading zines, letters, info, and assorted
stuff. It seems to me that making money is the
last thing that anyone considering running a zine
should think about".

(Ten Fingers is available from PO Box 18462,
Huntsville, AL 35803/8462, USA)

FANZINES FLOATING ON AN
EDITORIAL DESK

Bl-:k Moln 31 (c/o Leeds Unwavsnty Union, PO
7, Leeds). Some confusion about editors
heve me official one is Adrian Rankm credited
on the back cover for "help and advice”, while
the actual editorial is done by ex-student ex-
NSSF secretary, Andrew A Adams. The
confusion continues inside with Insider, an eight
page pullout of mostly half-understood fannish
in-jokes and invented qoss.p, though the guide
to surviving cons on a low budget is pretty good
and the tips for doing your own fanzine are
excellent, if somewhat sercon-ba:

Lagoon 3-D (Simon_Ounsley, 28 Beckwith
Crecent, Harrogate HG2 OBQ). its on M.E. and
spiritual healing and is_absolutely fantastic.
Sublect o avalabilly, it is also avaabis for 3
letter of comment, fanzine in trade, the seve
head of Cecil Farkinson, bofties of "Efamol
Marine" and, of course, Bendix Bittermints
(which are extremely expensive).

Thmgum /bob #6 (Chuck Connors, Sildan

House, Chediston Rd, Wissett, Halesworth,
Suffolk, IP19 ONF vTradS/USuBJ) There are
elements of comics - a major ongoing serial, a
‘comicule’ and a skit - meres talk about TAFF,
talk about fanzines in general, some deﬁmm\y
worrying information about bank accounts, talk
about car theft, and that's before you get to the
letters. Fun in many places, but you have to be
quick to get most of the jokes. 50pp and an
extra large staple.

Gross Encounters (Alan Dorey, 9 Haywards
Farm Close, Verwood, Dorset BH31 6XW) Late
again, thus demonstrating one disadvantage of
working fo an “official”timel
easier 1o just publish when the urge strikes you),
therefore most of the letters need explanatory
afterwards. But up to date-ish with blank verse
to celebrate the me jer of Vector and
Paperback  Inferno judging from the
metaphors, does nol Sirke 'Alan 2s A Good
idea thi. opinion reinforced by a bistering,
slightly misguided, attack on Vactor.

Rldlo Free Thulcandra (Marty Helgesen, 11
Lawrence Avenue, Malvem NY 11565-1406,
USA Internet: mnhw@ .edu, Bitnet:
mnhcc@cunyvm). The on reason this one's
not late is because of a nmy bit of rescheduling:
and it's packed with comments and dlscusslon
on Christian SF (try Jamethon Black
evangelical SF hero) and the weaxnsss of
horror hcnon (basically that neither author nor
reader have any belief in lhe rituals needed to
defeat the evil or minnings, and
anyway, the monster has lo be kept alive for the
sequel).

ALL TORQUE AND N0 ACTION

CREAM OF BRAIN SOup
Chuck Connors

"The living dead insist it's the latest twist" and
well they may do, but despite all the declarations
at the fanzine is dead, your humble editorix
has tasked me to dispute such claims. | should
vcint out that SF fanzines are not my prime
ing ground but she-who-must-be-obeyed
fett ma( an outside view could well be enough to
of you into participating. The
avalleblllty of these marked _as
Trade/Usual where no price is given. This
means you write and ask for an initial copy (slip
me stamps in to help cover postage if you feel
I\ke it), or you trade with your own mag. After the
itial contact has been made, then it is up to
vuu to reply with a Iemav of comment saying
wha( t you thought of the mag's contents, any
ents/arguments you want to get involved
T e Pbilho o ramg vou
their ‘mailing list -- these mags are distributed for
free just so long as you remain active. Must
the only mag market where the readership veally
does have control of the product! So, in
particular order:

Sercon Popeult Literit Fanmeg #1 (Gash
Spence Box Vancouver, BC,
S VBB 5B Trams Dsuas, Kieh e AG:
sized mag from a person who seems very
imierested and knowledgeable, over Canadian

fandom's history. He also talks about moving
to Vancouver, troubles with conventions, and his
plans for the future. Nice writing style, but the

artwork is awiul. Thankiully there isn't too much

of it This reminds me 2 lot of a couple of pen-

iend mags around at the moment, though it is
really Ganh geting back o reguar fanmag
publishing again.

Wearwolf #4 - Spring 1992 1Wo|1 Head Press,
PO Box 77, Sunderland, Tyne & Wear -- 50p in
stamps or a couple of ) E ver wondered
what happens to all tha silly bits of news? All the
off-centre stuff that the BBC can't maki

misery of and that Nerds At Ten close their act
with? Well, Bayan Howl gets the clippings, and
melds them into something that is informative
and curious. The man gets around, including
Roman Re-enactments where they sacrifice fish
to the god Neptune. There's also information on
biscuits that come in the shape of one of the
hiliside chalk carvings. Is nothing sacred? Fun
and colourful

Stun Gunn #15 (lan Gunn, PO Box 567,

Blackburn 3130, Victoria, ~Australia -~

Trade/Usual) | think this is more a humour mag

(anyone remember le Joke from New

York?), this issue dealing with films both real
of (ai Ul Art

oems lo be cortroling peoples’
lives. This has a lot of life and excitement in it,
and hopefully it was as tun to put together as it
was to read — and y¢ jon't need a crash
Course in abscurites 1o gal (he jokes in this.

The Reluctant Famulus #22 (Tom Sadler, 422
Wast Maple Avenue, Adrian, Michigan 49221,

USA - Trade/Usual) Smart layout, coloured
semi-card covers and good printing. | get me
impression that this has been through
changes of late, but there seems to be an slant
towards the historical or nostalgia side of SF
fandom. Tom also talks about seeing a "spirit of
Fandom" which makes me think Tom should lay
off whatever brand of mushrooms he's frying for
breakfast. It has survived 3 years and seems to
have developed its own niche and readership.
Sedate and nostalgic.

Flickers 'n' Frames #16 (John Peters, 299
Southway Dnve, Sou(hway Plymouth, Devon‘
PL6 6QN -- £1.50 single issue £5.50 4-issi
sub) Ah, more Ike it, familiar-i s araund Johns
productions have been gai quallty and
page count (hence the price) and apart fra

rare flaky photo reduction of a video or ﬁl




advert he has the quality side down pat. Very
diverse news and reviews mag, with a possible
ias towards Horr Hortor as opposed 10 SF. Now has
60 Arneicmn andllmaybeltﬂ!.lom-vil
have to mease his_publication schedule
order to keep the stuff hot and in date. Nm
mag,excdlenlcasml style of writing.

The LISM Stuff #4 glhodn James, 25 Wycliffe
Road, Cambridge, CB1 3D -- Trade/Usual) My
first impression of this was that it was produced
as a sort of school ﬂewsnapev -- seems full of
people with nlmes

poetry like

me Ny!ond M MB
on Fourplay by a

Marm GK (apparemiy lhs was a 13
corwmnon as opposed to a mis-spelt form
bedroom fun), a piece on scene styling in SF
novels, and a large collection of letters which
helped sort a few things out in my mi
Informative, come the hmsh but perhaps a little
pedestrian in presentat

Nightfall #4 (Ni rm;)l Press 18
Road, Crewe, Cheshire - £1.75
00 for 3 ssua sub i

of the one- shol ies

payable to Noel K. Hani é»ﬁ?am more familiar
ound, the Hannan/NI FALL explosion

keeps on expanding, and uowg by the quality,

quite rightly tool Glaphus & rapmx abound

albeit more on the macabre-SF side than

usual BEM vnvasnon Exosllen(

good, printing excellent, art quality good as well.
Not some Marvel or DC sub-standard clone.
Well worth getting X} you enjoy some cl
newer styles and ideas in comics these day

Sﬁl #5 (Leah Zeldes Smilh 17 Kerry lane
5w90 Trade/Usual)

IL

M h has bsen d licated in no
less than kwv deem coloured |nks making the
layouts and covers attractive. 96+pp and a lot of
ucnvlry in ihe Jeters section (aimost 50% of the
mag itself) whsch if you wera starting up your
n ideal place to mine for
your initial rrhlllna ||sL Theres pieces on comics
m well as the state of fanzine fandom in
the USA. Ni litan feel to it, but it can
bewwwukmnsenamemsemusly

some of the

The Olaf Alternative #1 (Ken Cheslin, 10

Conoy Green Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY8
ade/Usual or some unused stamps)

covers? There's an awful lol of

nmon Hall some fiction, short mag reviews
(nluule stuff), and a letters section that seems
to tak about everything except SF - more
mmunication and conversation

Sdimmnnh #7 (Michael Ashley, 9 Blakeley

e Grove, Woodsde, Bradiord,
BDG 2RF - Tvm/Usual) Most of this seems to
be taken up with a convention report on
Novacon 21, done in a rather over-the top angst
and nihilism style that | haven't seen since Julie
Burchall met Jean Rook. Some of it strikes
chords, true, but | can't help feeling that Mr.
Ashley . nlavmg mm sdl pity rather than
sorting i ual( letters

in the

The Enchanted
(somet m Iva not seen, but am
G 62 & Yoy € Thoudd Qariorats 85 ioh
controversy) and someone called Nigel
Hnd\ardson seems to write a lot about why
inks fandom |snlwoﬂh writing about. Takes all
soﬂs suppose’

Bob? #3 (lan Sorensen, 7 Woodside W:
Hamilton, ML3 7HY, Scoﬁam ' Traddusual)

One of the most funniest mags fve read for
some time. Odd how we (as an audience) take

deli h( in the pain and discomfort of others, isn't
it? lan's_writing lyla ls wonderfully suited to

am.l medical matters, and I'I not spoil it
for you by explai ewlamng fume- Nes sile, and a

DGW

sm nnu m n 12 (Andy Hmasr
Avenue N #103, 59a

WA95103 USA Trede/uauul) Very slimiined (2

sheets of papar sac);‘) and supposedly on a

rapid deadline (! the last one | have is
uya-mzsmmy)m“sau

ing a party
randchild (not her own)
lackney. As Carrie says
ny names we foistered
on kids in the 70's, and it s better than
loon UnR" or "Sunshil Mova
mmmnmu&s.manmrwmm
toit.

ind
given in honour of a
named Amber Peyote
"that's no worse than mar

So there you have it. Hopefully they are of a

varied enough nature to appeal to some of your

interests, mainly as they range from the Media

slds Flickers 'n' Frames) though the lanmsh

Sahmmm‘) out to the graphics side of
htfall Shadowplay).

Pecsmulylrmsenpyeamﬂform
Yarious aspacts, bt but what does surprise me a ot
is the lack of

Maybelwssenlammhmasmnvmme
market? It really is easy to publish your own
fanzine, especially in these days of the
photocopier, and I'm surprised that a lot more of

menbersh

least you can do is support
either mwmnabyhmvmm
nomylnsaevmmmsyoummnmnq

THE US FANZINE SCENF
Alexander R Slate

Astromancer's Quarterly. Well, Leah,
her husband Dick Smith (Leah edits, Dick
publishes), have their own fanzine, Stet. Stet is
a fannish fanzine. That means there's nothing
about SF in it. Instead, it is abom fandom, the
people, the corwenhons the fanzines, 'and

anything pnvala life of fans. For
instance, the first couple of issues dealt with the
troubles of Luh Dd( with a house they
yeeemty
at makes this a fun hnzma to read? The
people woived. Fandom i Y respects,
an extended family. Oh luu. w- !0
so do familiies. But what was nice was ma( a
months ago, leslbbmullD-ck
and Leah up with a question, after

Morlymnm(llcrwonn
1991).
Thehhslmm‘ls,wulnoodm.m

itorial "No Promises” talks about fanzine
woducnoﬂ Stet is a mimeo-ed zine, but Leah is
not a mimeo or ditto snob that msm.s that a
fanzine has to be be
fannish. “No Promises” al
impact of technology and invention on our
everyday lives.
Other articles deal with the fandom of oid, and
comic fandom (and its parallels - or lack thereof
;&lﬂ SF fandom. There is also a burgeoning letter

umn.

As previously rnnnuonod mm issue is mimeo-ed
mm vari cokwmd (black primarily, other
such as red, bive and gold are used for

light Because of

amsnceﬁed)on bive paper.
Iwesn'uswsnamclearﬁn
mghlbe bmnnsvsfyramble Interspersed

nicely wnh some very good art. There might be

a few changes | would make to this zma, but
certainly not nuny and ing very major.
Stet (edited by Leah Zeldes Smith, 17 K.N

Lane, IL 60090-6415. USA. Tel: (708)

537 ICI)G bl'@ﬂ'l\ﬂ.cri
lable by editorial whim (aided by the usual),

alsoall for-all trade. One time sample $2).

1 'end File 770, for a tmally dl"emm reason. I'm
nected to the net of fandom as

I'd like

tnbow ‘sometimes i
hommarspo«mon FleWO(mwenm
fannish

93) is the source for news in the SF and
world. Its not always just news,

there are its well
written so it's interesting, but it's not a wide

ranging fanzine. It sticks {0 its purpose well.

File 770 (edited by Mike Glysr. 5828 Woodman
Ave #2, Van Nuys, CA 91401, USA. Available
for news item submission, ln.ammednlde or
$8 for 5 issues (surface mail overseas). Add
$2.50 per issue for air mail).

Here's somthing else that's quite a bit different.
Don-o-saur is a fanzine thats no longer
av%'l_‘able It was the perzine of Don Thompson,
im

in nature (Iﬂough
oovared a wide

of
differ It excellent zine, wl
short bv Don s dsath of cancer shoﬂly after th
Worldcon at the Hague in

Now for our second in fan zine
terminology. of

someone who's been in the scene for a while.
Qj' first o"ermu this time round is 'WAHF‘ This

tands for "We also heard from™; it's the clue
tsrm for folks have sent in Imsts and
articles not rspnnlad in the issue at hand.

The next terms are Con‘blem"m
"FINAGH" am “FIAWOL". These

“Fandom is just a goddam hobby" and

is a way of life" Thasslwoam&ﬂu
approaching fandom, and the two are
straight-forward from i

course, these are only the extreme ways to deal
with fandom. | take sort of a middie course
myself. Until next time ..

A SHORT HISTORY OF
THE BRITISH SCIENCE
FICTION AWARDS

Nicholas Mahoney

Rlllthﬂndnlhn wasbomsoldon\
Mmuﬂy other than

award, it was actually called the British Fantasy
Awavd and given initially to a writer rather than a

1966 John Brunner

1967 The Three Stigmata of Paimer Eidnitch
Philip K Dick

* Special Award to Michael Moorcock

No awards were given for either 1968 or 1969.
In addition to this, Michael Moorcock never got
his original trophy back nner the then award
administrator took it away for engraving. A

trophy was awudad at launch of (the Mw)

incaration of
more durable. Skelchy repoﬂs suggest that
eligibility rules were not wholly consistent, but




British authorship and British publication were a
‘common factor.

1970 Stand on Zanzibar John Brunner
1971 The Jagged Orbit John Brunner

{972 The Moment of Eclpss Brian Aldiss”
Uniike the others, this is a collection of stories,
not a novel.)

1973 Rendezvous with Rama Arthur C Clarke
* Billion Year Spree Brian Akliss (special award)

1975 Inverted World Christopher Priest
1976 Orbitsville Bob Shaw

1977 Brontomek! Michael Coney
*Pictorial History of SF David Kyle (special
award)

1978 The Jonah Kit lan Watson
1979 No Award

“There was obviously some sort of interregnum
at this point,, probably something to do e
palace” revdluton if. my chionology doesr
— this is way before my time.
Cenamly, from 1980 onwards, there was a
complete restructuring of the awards”. So says
my source of information and I've no reason to
doubtit, since it is even more before my time.

There was, at this point, a growth in the number
of awards given. In addition to the existing novel
award, they were for short fiction, -media
presentation and Artist. Also the requirement of
British authorship was dropped.

1980 Novel The Unlimited Dream Company J G
Ballard. Short  Fiction Loitering”
Christopher  Priest. ia

Guide to the Galaxy (record). Artist Jim Bums

1981 Novel Timescape Greg Benford. Short
Fiction "The Brave Little Toaster" Thomas M
Disch. Media The Hitch-hiker's Guide to the
Galaxy (2nd radio season). Artist Peter Jones

1982 Novel The Shadow of rm Yunumr Gene
Wolfe. Short Fiction “"Mythag lobert
Holdstock. Media Time Bandrls H(lrn) Artist
Bruce Pennington.

1933 Novel Halhcome Sprmq Brian Aldiss. Short
ion “Kitemaster" Keil Roberts. Media
Eladsrunner ('llm) Artist Tm White.

|934N0vel le Tok John Sladsk Short Fiction
Image: Maicolm ards. Media
Andoic A Bruce Pomnmglon.

1985 Novel Mythago Wood R Holdstock. Short

Fiction "The ~Undiscovered Country” Geoff

Eyman Media Company of Wolves. Artist Jim
ums.

1986 Novel Helcania Winter Bran Aldss. Short
jon "Cube Root" D Langford. Media Brazil.
i e

From 1987 onwards, there was a slight change

in the artwork category in that a specific piece of

artwork was voted for rather than the artst
imsel

1987 Novel The Ragged Aslmnauls Bob Shaw.
Short Fiction "Kaeti and the Hangman” Keith
Roberts. Media Aliens. Ariwovk 'The Clockwork
Girl" Keith Roberts.

1988 Novel Gramns Keith Roberts. Short Fiction

Love Sickne: Geoff Ryman. Media Star
Cops. nwark Cover, Worldcon Programme
Book Jim Burns.

1989 Novel Lavondyss Robert Holdstock. Short
Fiction "Dark Night in Toyland” Bob Shaw.
Modia Who Framed Hoger Rabbit? Awork
Cover, Lavondyes Alan Log.

1990 Novel Pyramids T Pratchett. Short Fiction
"In Translation" Lisa Tuttle. Media Red Dwarf /il

(3rd tv series). Artwork Cover, Other Edens Il
Jim

1991 Novel Take Back Plenty Colin Green\and
Short Fiction *“The Original Dr Shade
Newman. Media Twin Peaks. Artwork Cover
The Difference Engine lan Miller.

1992 Novel The Fall of Hyperion Dan Simmons.
Short Fiction “Bad Timing" Molly Brown. Media
Terminator Il: Judgement Day. Artwork Cover,
Interzone 48 Mark Harrison.

That makes a grand total of 65 awards. | would
not be in the last surprised to hear about some
others | never heard about, but David Garnett
who compiled most of this list is pretty sure it is
accurate.

Currently, | only get about one letter every three
months ~ concerning the award. With the
inception of a suggestion stage in the award I'm
hopmg this will improve. In addition, you do get

the odd phone call, the last of these was from
some poor demented soul who lhought the
BSFA award was some kind of grant and
wanted an application form.

DELIBERATIONS OF THE
Jury

The informal jury is in operation. There are
twelve members so far, but I'm looking to swell
the numbers to around the 15-20 mark The first
newsletter has gone out with the first
suggestions. We'll also be debating certain
aspects of the award (should we have a name
for the award, new categories special awards,
gic). Anvone who woud Ik to lake part ust
drop me a line, even if you dont want to
permanent member of he ury | can Sl nclude
your views in the newsletter. The suggestions to
date are as follows:

Novel: Quarantine Greg Egan. Short Fiction:
"The Gompany of Storme” Kathe Koia (F&SF b-
921 "Dust: Grea Eqan (Asim 7.62); -Grownups*
{an R Madleod (Asim 6-G2); *Tho Comin
Vertumnus® lan Walson ' (Interzone
Stephen Payne] Hot Hoad Simon ings; A

Kim Stariey Robinson; Buring e

m

tor Constantine.  [KV
.;a.lay]Cmmeras Christopher Evans; Lost
Futures Lisa T - Geoff Ryman;
and Voices lan McDonald.

Heal s nds

[Graham Andrews] Small Gods Terry Pratchett;

Vuyﬂqs to the Red Planet Terry Bisson; King of
forning, Queen of Day lan McDonald. ‘Uohn D
Owen] Meridian Days Eric Brown. [Jenny

Glover] Hot Head Simon inqs Was Gsn"

Ryman; Correspondence Sue

Flames Jenny Jones; Voyage to me Red P/anat

Terry Bisson; King of Morning, of Day
lan McDonald; Red Mars Kim Slanlsy Robinson.
[Kev McVeighj

Short Fiction: "The Coming of Vertumnus® lan
Watson (Interzone 56); “Priest of Hands" Storm
Constantine (Interzoné 58); "Softly —
Evening_ Sunrise" (/nterzone 62).

“Next' Terry Bisson (F&SF 5-92); "Mi

ainer (Far_Point 4); "True

Bohavin” _ Jack W,
Faces’ Pat Cadigan (F&SF 4-92). [Kev
McVeigh]

Artwork: Interior _ Illustrations to: "Blue Wolf"

Deirdre Counihan (Scheherazade 4); "The Red
Marguerite” Brian Combe (Scheherazade 5)v
'ThB Sword of Paul Ver
(Scheherazade 5); "The of Sciel r\cs
Fiction" Jim Pomar (Nexus Zi. "Nssnna" Freddie
Baer (Interzone 59); "She Devil" Freddie Baer
Interzone 63); “Priest of Hands" SMS
Interzone 58); "The Queen of the Bum Plain”
Kevin Cullen (/nterzone 55); Works 7 Kevin
Cullen. [KV Bailey]

What now?

Aoan from the obvious ie. try and lay your
nds on any of this stuff you havent seen,

there is the question of timing. Ths next Matrix
will have a deadline such tha Il need your
suggestions by about beginning of
November if they are going lo be seen by the
majority of lhe membersh The list of
suggestions will make up the back of the award
form which Il havs to do at about that time.
How do | get hold of this stuff?

This will mostly be obvious stuff, but we've got
0‘ face facts. This is the main problem for most
of us.

1. I you can afford it, you can buy it. Most of us
canl afford it, but some of the books listed will

be affordable, like Hot Head by Slmon Ings
which is available in B |ovmal at £4.9¢

2. Borrow it from someone who can afford it.
3. Order it from the library.

NB This is my tried and trusted method. It works
if your library is up to it, but they vary as you go

y local library has
introduced charges for this sort of thing, but it is
still a ot cheaper than buying hardbacks.

Wite to me, Nicholas Mahoney, at_275
Lonsdale Avenue, ntake, Doncaster, South
Yorkshire DN2 6HJ.

WRITEBACK

The laters posively flooded i, to our delight,
giter last issue and so the letier column
been amanged by subject to keep the
conversation_going. Addresses al the end,
you've got anything to say — on SF or anything
elsa, orf anytring in tis ssue has caught your
attention —please write to Jenny and Steve
Glover 16 Aviary Place, Leeds LS12 2NP by the
deadiine:

NOVEMBER 15, 1992 |

BRITS IN SPACE

In Matrix 101, Julian Flood considered the useful

side effects of a space ramme  and

concluded "What use is a space programme?

Its a diaqnosfic lool. it tells you if your sociely
responded

congmmauans /ar his lmp assioned aulbulsl"
but pointed out tha

entered it solely for fear of the other". So what
will h with lack of competition? Which is a
subject discussed by Joseph Nlchalas below.
Ken Lake further suggssled "paper” by
Duncan Luncan and ordon Dick rar !unmr
reading. It's  Flight in  non-Terrestrial
Atmospheres, or, The Hang-Glider's Guide to
theGIax and is due to appear in Analog

Adrian Soames

While tending to agree with the underlying
theme of Julian Floods letter in the last issue, |
think he's got his historical perspenlve a |Ilﬂs
distorted, particularly on

programme. It is a matter of hlstoncal deiml mal
it was Ted Heath, not Harold Wilson, who
cancelled Black Anaw, although it was the
Wilson administration that had committed British
rocket development \
maintaining a national programme. So much for
"the White Heat of Technology".

The truth, elusive though it may be, is that
British research into big rockets died over ten
years earlier. Black Arrow was the grand-child
f Blue Streak, and although that venerable
pro(eck«le ended its days as a first-stage booster
Gui propelling duff Franco-

German orbnsrs it began life as a weapon.




Creaa 1o sy el

To convince a government, or a group of
governments, to mvasl m a high-tech project,
you have to ram home its strategic significance.
Even if not blslanllv n’II|ILB(Y they have to
perceive a security aspect, be it military or
commercial, or just Io maintain an illusion of
sovereign independenc

The best way to gei the US back to the Moon,
with Europe alo the ride, is not to offer
the carrot o! oooperanon but the stick of
competition.
Japanese will
unpleasant consequences for their future lheﬂl
qem«rhelaunchpad Just tell the White
Mitsubishi mass-accelerator on Nearsade
usmez!slcenmrysalwtom
Baghdad railway.

This sounds cynical and hawkish, but the reality
is that people don't run unless they're in a race.
So where would this leave Britain? Well, we
have a precedent. When Wurtemburg looked set
without trace into Bismarck's
Gsrmanv, one Scrmalxan soldier came
uw with an idea to buy homeland's
independence.
His name was Zeppelin, and he believed that if

acc
proper status in Germany. After much hardship
and expenditure, and many failures, he
succeeded.

Britain could do the same, with the technological
lead of Hotol and Satan. History has proven that
the Germans and Americans are not the

ical %I‘en's of modemn industrial myth.
We still have the entry fee, but we have to put
our money where our mot

Ur&lamblo though it may be, the only message
itish government would undsrsland is one
that contains a strong element of the truth. A
mid-215t century nation without an autonomous,

i not hﬂll independent,  space-| llﬂ"ﬂ
capability. a sovereign state in name
only, mgudl'ss of where its parii 1t sits.

programme is not a diagnostic tool, as

Julian Flood says, but a weapon. A nonlelml
one, hopefully, bul le an mstmmenl of power.
must ther a future Britain

xsmuldany Ipcwet or do we let the
entire Earth become one giant Grenada.
Joseph Nicholas

One thing which has struck me about the
resurgent debate in Matrix around the issues of

fight and space - explitation is the
prevalence of arguments which appeal to the
emation rather than to the intellect; arguments
about the nobity of the human species, the
historic thrust of its civilising endeavour, the

imaginative investment in the fiberatory power of
contemporary technology, and so forth. To a
certain extent, these arguments have a crude
philosophical base: whether the human species
should venture into space because doing so
would increase our understanding of ourselves

2 g
fizriits

can do al kinds of cost-benefit analyses to Show
that spending (say) £5 bilion on a weather
satellite would be more productive than

nding the same amount on improved coastal
defences, because the weather satellite would
permit the monitoring of storm tracks and s
minimise economic damage because the

with tial floods, whereas impre
coastal defences are enti passive anti-
ing measures and respond o

space
is over beca
satelites are one mm, bm space Mbmts

moon stations, factories in orbit, missions to
Mars, expeditions to rm;w Ihl asteroids, and all
other activities traditionall ted wi

with
the "science fiction dream" of the conquest of
space — how are they 1o be paid for? Where is
the money to come from? Who is to make such
mvns(mems‘l _And so on. i

enthusiasf
Iend w fall back on a number of propositions.
The exlsnnq budget, us a propomon of
GDP, 'is small, and be greatly
should be

industrial
1o mmedata postWWI poriod:

Secondly, intemational co-operation might have
been 'BBSIUG at a time when the international

ic activity
in the fifties and sixties; but talk of it in the here
and now ignores the very different conditions of
the eighties and nineties. (Any argument that the
eighties saw a similar boom would ignore the

deficits by military
proﬁmlmmusa.{ Europe is

and rend
years of the fifties o bixtias impossible —
no recovery means no spaceflight.

That leaves private curporaﬁons to step in
lere governments can't, which seems to me to

be the implication behind the claim that larger

investments will be f ing in me future
n

existing uggests, wwaly'
that TNCs (the only private i
could af St I be

ly
noistoboganemad

enthus 3 en  confronted these
questions, that a single wealthy individual such
as the Queen could "buy" a fleet

shuttles and "donate"
species!

Philip Muldowney

them to the human

The idea of a space programme as some sort of
national vlnllly symbol, | ﬁm & lly dotty.
The | of the spaceship takes on a
new WhlaJ.Mil:nFloodsmymm
i , it is perhaps wide
dmmm Msl
ndusunleoldwm t war Bvl"m
have I the moon in 1969
ﬂ sputn
19577 The moon a unique and
great achievement, but it had more to do with an
expression of empire at the height
of its and military power, than with

of the serious money has gone on the military
aspects of space, with the scientific ones being
largely PR . Basically it all comes down to
money, and exploration of space is hugely
it is only the defence budget

that has been able to afford it. If only the billions
on star wmofm--ighnaooad have

qgone into real exploration. The end of the cold

war, and the direct lhraal of the USSR in space,
has removed a lot of the raison d'etre behind the
space race, and NASA is finding it increasingly
difficultto find money.




As for the argument over notional prowess and
space achievement. The most economically
ssuccessful countries of the post war era Japan,
German, the Asian tigers, have had no rocketry
of space plans until recently. The former parts of
the USSR are economic basket cases, due
significanty to_their vast spending o

military. What price the moon if you cannot
service the tractor to harvest your grain? The
reasons for Britain's decline over the past
century are many, but is the failure to have a big
rocket one of them?

HOLES IN THE NET

The  "Net"  represents  casual  quick
communication internationally (one of our more
valuable piles of print-out is the almost miute
by minute log of the "August coup”, when
like Vadim Antonov kept communications Imss
open within the then Soviet Union and with the
outside world). Less Earth- shanmnqu, lhﬂ[ was
the way we heard about the vi f the
Glasgow bk, T Foges, Be s
awards and the Auroras (hslsd in Malﬂx 101)
are several
tarrtiont natore of 1 sece

Dave Bell

To be honest, while there is something to be
said for using the Net as a source or o news, it
just doesn't seem to be important in
compared to the US or, apparently, France. |
have heard some dramatic claims made for the
use of the French Minitel system. According to
reports, the system is
replacing paper directories with dumb terminals.
The end result is that everyone with a telephone
will have a standard system, which the, Y will
have to know how to use. That is the key factor
in creating the Net

So f Netrelated materal is being roporied,
rather than simple use of the Net as &
e eaton mere coti W perters have
a litfie more hard data about where to hook into
it. At the moment, it is as if there were hall-a-
dozen diferent postal services, each of which
only dealt with ustomers, _ with
Connecions batwaan the system desighed by
EC bureaucrats (who haven't decided the final
detais yet)

Matthew Freestone

1 think the attraction of the Net is its immsdlacy

reading it, you really are looking at thoughts
poured siraight from the head into the terminal,
and its interactive nature — you submit an idea

make it wholly unsuited for a 'NetNews' col
or even for quote, really, since without
immediacy, you are often left with very half-
baked ideas that are a month or more out of
date and without |nlsracl|v|ly. you have no way
w get back at people or ideas that hack you off.
ippose | could summarise that by saying that
Malnx doesn't come out fast enough to
comment sensibly on the Net — though the Net
could comment on Matrix, if there were enough
BSFAns with Net access.

Yes, a large amount of net-traffic is pretty
ephemeral, but there Is gold in dross Ths

problsm ligs in_winnowing the orme

the opinion. Paradoxically the oc! bulletm

‘boards present more of a problem here: per

the analogy with "free sheets” is a valid one” In

terms al accass»bmry, when most BSFA

ne, 60% (according to the
1990 Survely) hgave a comnmsr and a

costs same as a pall o! hardbacks,
the Nel Ia definitely therg. Towr small as
Folkest UDDO'T ﬂn SF—onenIed bulletin

boarg ¥ o the
ot Bl Mt 1yt O avaiabis padonmwide 1
local call (ca 80p/hour) rates. A future Matrix will
have a lonyaf article on getting onto the various

covering both hardware
ispects and what the various services have to
offor ihe SF fan. Just before leaving the subject
be interested to_hear from any

mbers with net access about their

arsas of the net,

experiences.

THE DARK FANTASTIC

o a Halowsen mood. here are some
ecommendations for Horror and Dark Fantasy.
Chil reading -

Matthew Freestone

| suppose the book that has left the biggest
mark on me is Bradbury's The Hallowe'en Tree
since my dad read it to me when | was still quite
a small child, and | think it probably provoked
me to read more, and hence another SF fan was
made. | haven't read the book for quite a long
time now, so | don't know what I'd make of it
now, lhough | still admire Bradbury's style
‘enormously.

As for what the BSFA's attitude to the genre
should be: | would treat supernatural horror as a
branch of fantasy in the broad sense and as
such | think it should get some attention, since it
is a part of the broad spectrum of "fantastic”
literature.

Pam Baddeley

Ramsey Campbells Incamate is one story |
wouldput at the top of My lst for s Sheer
brooding atmosphers which creeps up on the
reader. It also, without being of the biood and
ol contang oo, o e, most chilling
and truly horrific scenes when the litlie girl is
swallowed up by the dark, partly because of her
toial solation before this, dus to her mothers
inability to comprehend what is happe
Tors s, o corme wery. offective Campbal
short stores, such as the story of the schodlair
who uses black magic against a hated te
2 iics e Ino- painings. by omer calaren
which stal the teacher or the loatisome dog
which forces its way into a man's house and
UNae i Giswastion unth he kite 1. than
returns to haunt him.

Anotner memorable story is Stephen Kings Pet

matary, chiefly because it is sucl
downbes. harrowing baok wih a-partcularly
dark and depressing conclusion.

Im not sure if the genre "fits in" with the BSFA
remit, but it would be artificial to exclude it: apart
from anything else, a lot of Horror/Dark Fantasy
books draw on scientific advances as
for horrifying events or el
as a cause so it might be difficult to pigeonhole
some books as one or the other. I'd prefer some
coverage by the BSFA, even if its relatively

Peter Tennant

You ask if Horror and Dark Fantasy come within
the BSFA's remit. For me at least, the answer

as to be a resounding "Yes'. Tms is 8 matter
of sell-intarost as, ik many other members |
suspect, | enjoy reading both, but | believe a
strong Case can be put forward to support this

viewpoint.
Genre boundaries have always seeme
arbitrary to me. ther a book is classi

. as

Science Fiction or Horror can depend on such
diverse factors as editorial whim, marketing
slm\s%y. a wmars pvevnous track record or even
|he level of gore

«nvolvsd It seams u: it the two
have and always will be rela(ed with the
exchange of ideas and themes ennchmg both
Frankenstein, regarded as many as the first
Science Fiction novel, but also a horror story, at
least in Hollywood's version of events. Some

people have made a strong case for Stephen
as a Science Fiction writer, given that

several of his books use genre themes
(pamncrmal abilities in The Dead Zone, Carrie

irestarter, aliens in Jt and G
Tammyknocksrs biological
Stand). Some modern writers, such as Dan
Simmons or S P Somtow, have a high profile in
both genres and there are few Science Fiction
writers who haven't dropped a toe into the horror
pool at some time and found its waters to their
fiking. Bradbury wrote Dark Carnival, George R
R Martin penned Fevre Dream. And so on. The
conjunctions and interactions between the two
genres are endless.

What Science Fiction and Horror share is the
sense of wonder, the fascination implied in the
words "What if?" Sense of wonder in the bright
light of day emerges as Science Fiction, but
seen after dark it takes the form of Horror. We
should keep ourselves receptive to both types of
experience. As Thomas Dlsch says at the close

of Camp Cancsmralra h that is terrible we
do not kno uch that is beauutul we_ shall
discover. Le( s sail fil we come to the edge’

Choosing a favourite horror story: that's a hard
one. Clive Barker's early work springs to mind,
written before he sraned oduce the
doorstops for which he's now known. Tales like
"Rawhead Rex" had a breath-taking narrative
drive and ferocity; Stephen King's best short
storties, collected in Night Shift, are remarkably
appealing and far more subtle than _this
bes'selllng author is given credit for. Then
there's Robert Aickman, whose chilling, surreal
tales should be read by everyone interested in
Dark Fantasy. | think, though, my favourite must
be Joe R Lansdale's powerful "Night They
Missed The Horror Show", more Shod(lﬂg for its
blatantly redneck attitudes than violence
involved, and at the other extreme "Drmk to Me
Only with Labyrinthine Eyes" by Thomas Ligotti,
a beautifully written and disturbing work of the
macabre. Both are highly recommended.

MARCH OF THE ENTS?

Becent ssues have discussed the role of the
BSFA and both what the members

cxpoct o angwhat can oxpocred of o e
continues vigorously.

“Dead Wood"

| am one of the 999 "silent mass" taked about in
recent issues of Matrix.

I don't contribute because | wouldn't dare. | have
no SF credentials apart from a shortage of living
space taken up by books, and the level of
sudiion among the fans is' much too high for

| used to be a fan, of course, but that was back
in the Stone Age when my old Mum found my
secret hoard of Astoundi etc. and decided |
must be the Antichrist. If you don't think |
suffered for the cause, well, you don't know
what things were like in 1952 And you certainly
didn't know my old Mum.

I only joined the BSFA !alrly recently, out of a
year love of the genre, and because | thoughl it
could use all the help (financial at Isask) it could
get.

Now | am discovering to my sorrow that what |

seem to be is that lowest of all lifeforms, a non-

fan or Reader, who is not fit to lick the boots of

the Great in Fandom and who may not even be
¥ to write the cheque for my next sub.

Even those souls who are quite kind to pe
like me and protest that they themselves are not
Fans, are only interested in the literature, hava
no truck with Fandom, etc., all seem to be s«
madly active in other areas of SF that | havs
trouble telling the two groups apart.

Even hosa who say reassuringly thatt s Quite
All Right not to contribute,

temsaves dont (4an i seom 1o, have




ovodomulsaslongasyourann They are all
budding authors at the very least
o.n-m blw_aus_you might say, but all of the

So am | the only non-activist slob
tmel feeling | have strayed into Advance
y misizke when | should have boen
looking lor he BSFA ‘Sunday School

Or are the other 999-odd faithful all dmwlng their
skirts aside in superior distaste right now?

P.S. | tell you one thing, though. The Fans of
1992, bless them, are no more able to laugh at
themselves than the Fans of 1952.

Ouchl That this letter had to be written shows
the extent to which we've allowed elitism and
Ppseudo-intellectualism to take over the BSFA
and goes some way 1o explain the 4

of members and lack of new members joining.

to sometimes.

smms it's time for a new Revolution? Come
along to the EGM at Novacon (Saturday 7th
November, Royal Angus Hotel, St Chads
Queensway, 2.30pm) and tell us
bmalwsshm)dbedo'ng» Alre:ul, youana all

mtmmrs and we
even unto tor himself) are ulnmamry
m@onsbls for our slnw-rdshz

Leigh Bariow

In the last couole o Malncas, there soem to
have f peop! ing about a
disinterested mermetshlo All lhIS la}k certainly
m why | had not contributed to

e BSFA previously, and 50 10 put my mind at

»

rest, | went ough al my reasons. are as
idbwslhavea nmewbmmkeepsme
busy from 10 7.00pm Monday to

Friday. Along with m.s 1 enjoy rdevlaym lor a
couple of nights a
Mlmrmssarwmonvymglopwgam
or play strategy games with. That covers three
weekday nights. Aadwnuslr\elaclmallhlo
go out with my friends a couple of nights at
weekend and so therefore get up late the noxl
morning. Saturdays are uulny taken up by
mmomcnwlllmmbamlwﬁmw
and computer games | want. By my
reckoning that leaves Thursdlv nlth and
Sunday, and | nearly managed to forget that |
also have a relationship with someone who
forces me to see them now and then, along with
e fact that | go swimming sometime on a
unday. Now | only have one afternoon free, but
still I've missed Dul the IBL\ thu( Im in an Or:l:;lv
workshop and some
Havi sand all thal, I wwid shll Iile to help out
the A and go to cons and such

AMD‘selllrdugarmmore but what if most of
hemlmmamlka
lnﬂ just haven'

? Ca o o fault ﬁ
T Gy real wit
mﬂlw vou ¥ W:-mmm
fee (

Maybe could

ybe they
sl s or no letter 10 sa Mmhormoyllm
"my:vehampvassedwhym the time needed

X703

David R Smith

As for the discussions about whether or not the
BSFA should qo all out to grow, with soms folk

ing of 10,000 members, | find it hard to
beluvs that there are that many lok oul there
who actually want to_read written SF;
certainly | think the BSFA would have to change
its character a great deal to draw in that number
of folk, those already
members want to remain with the
otg.usamn" It is easy to forget that the BSFA

changed over the years (ike the pning
quahy f the magazines: omewaswhmuamx
was printed in the Harvey's garden shed, or
something similar),

liked. | was a lit stopping my Interzone
sub, but | have to say | don't miss it now —
prefer to use my limit time with some
care, not just

read whatever drops WMh me

letter box this month. Anyway, that all

can't vsally nominate or von ‘(okay, you eould
argue thal s,

Stuart Falconer

| always thought it was part of the brief of the
BSFA to encourage emerging writers, within its
wneml aim of promoting Sci
riters do not leap into the world fully armed,
ready to (um Ou‘ masterpieces whose rewards
are sufficier the in_hot dlnnars
indefinitely. For many of us, writing can
long, lonely a world which is aumer
rent or hostil thr- are various ways (o
solve this problem. The method | have used,
and which | recommend, is the workshop
process.
Thainmed'mssﬂacxoﬂpmgawon@sopsm
reassure that they are

alone
ﬂ-etaaleomets-mo traveliing the
road, or who vabeennmeaksudywknow
the route. This in itself is helpful.

The next lesuh is that the morrbsrs all give their
different views on the wor

The . inmanoal soeht, et

reveals points the author wil have missed while
wiiting: the author is often too close to the work
to be able to make a dispassionate judgement.

The third result, and perhaps the most useful
ona in the long term, is that the process teaches

u_how to criticise your own This is
meved in two ways. Fnrsuy. leammg how lo
to criticism teaches you to see how

to particpate hlly, ing
ctmasmu the work of others, you are able to
lsim and prachee criticism, y
own work.
Theve are_various ways a
s ﬂ:omvs the s;!ywes e s m':
circulate typescripts post. This is
used by the well-established iter
roups, are run as part of the BSFA.
Eassandra operates something similar, which
wl call "Mercury”. An alternative to this is the

p meeting, where work is circulated in
ancs members meet to discuss their
evaluations. Though this is the more effective

method, si it urages debate, and

occasionally original  brainstorming,  such

meet take Jot of ising,

particularly if the partic are  widely
uph

o and one-off anthologies. |
might add that if anyone is about to launch a
new , sending me copy of the

If the BSFA is to continue to encourage wri
wll have u) be found to revive Focas.
in its own nth orasa
section M mo newly enlamed Vector. No doubt,
there will be voices raised saying that Focus
represents a minority interest and therefore
shou!d not be a burden on the organisation as a
r the years | have seen letters

closer mlmmn
A nnd writers' groups
Cassandra. There may be snippets of mumel
information and other news which turn up from
obscure sources and are worth sharing. Several
members of Cassandra are already members of
the BSFA. Might it not be possible lov lhl BSFA
to recognise our efforts and take n
single membership of Cassandra?

Ditching Focus was perhaps the worst single
mistake the BSFA has made since Maureen
coordanaborshlp T'ha
“temporary suspension” was rushed

AGM, alleastwunbecausemmsnom
editor or potential editor on the horizon.

course, tmsmh(havvbecnbeumlmmal
Focus editor was never

on

anything years before they get
released (if at all) in this country. P
/n_femo underlined the sort_of

wmebookmmsmmm.nm--m«s

Another facet of the publishing date problem
means that 'm never sure which tities qualify for
award. The Hugos apply to US

Hugos even wﬂonm-msaEuopunWoddeon
ws sllmly hcv%”lnhad time to read the

outstanding. It would help if someone (and th
BSFAis |danlly plﬂ:sd for the task) could slmm
list all the SF novels, in release date order, at
the end of me year, or as a supplement to Matnix
basis, with the dates of the

Slophon Baynes

mmgnq of Vector P

muh:mnm
plm;sa If it makes administrative
sense for plaoowbevmmwbon_




On to the role of the BSFA. | see three
distinctive ones, though many activities come
under more than one role.

The last and most controversial is

mm«nmmuamndSF(mSF

related) rrmnalmex-smme The BSFA alread m
a

popul

Bigger things can be self-financing, but if you

want to sul sldnse them, you have to get the
money from somewhere. That s, fund

ising; which, whether by jumble sale or

industrial sponsorship, requires lots of 3

Volunteers please stand forward.

Note that | do not regard provision of

entertainment as a role of the BSFA. It's all to

the good if the BSFA's works provide
but not

is, however, a role of SF.

Matthew Freestone

| think Maureen's comments on the general lack

were uf 1 also think they were
unfair, and ponanhally damaqm UMau
because, as David

a certain amou ol activity is BWM
lal least mention it in the adverts. you
comments were damaging beu
msy may woll cause inactive members to
up and go, r\olwmuehoutdshlmenavd
Fostsr suggests wamx 101 again), but out
of indignation: "I've paid my money and |
don1 ave to take that sort uloommnr’lypeo{
thing. Certainly, | almost left and it was only
Carol Ann Green's piece on Orbiter Mm:h
coincided with my newish interest in writing, that
made me decide | would renew my sub.

| think that will have to da, | am, after all, one of
the inactive members of the BSFA, and | don't
want to prejudice my svalns

Peter Tennant

Nobody jining the BSFA is tod that
wall.dtownl e articles, letters, do re
s0

Iz some way. Its not on fo' vn
activists 1o lay a heavy guilt trip on

who are Mmoaylhe-dmswvlav
the role of passive consumer.

Yet | lwlwlw Maureen’s comments [in Matrix
1WLSF are ones who make
Ammmlofmwmmmm

e
e
illomlher Idonl mmk mars Ilkaly mougn You
only need look a t an
argumemauve Iol wa ars

I'd like to see a BSFA Annual or Yearbook,
Isnmnng the reviewer's choices that currently

appear in the February/March issue of Vector
ohia ficton, Thete.ire. vadcus possibilities for
acquiring the fiction. The Orbiters are one, if

ms«bersara willing to submit_work (wum or
without criticism). Another one

possibility, and

ma.llpfefsl ls'ovlheBSF?s:'nsDOnscrashg!

story competition

hary anentry!se m‘:‘:'msclm-gmbenad;

salf it would publicise the BSFA in
wh'h at the same hrm doing

somnhna positive to encourage writers. Does
eise thing this is a uoed del? More

Iaortant, & anyors wiing 15 tare &

POLITICALLY CORRECT,

CULTURALLY NAIVE

Before the discussion continues on sex pmper

a digression on the sexual charactisations of

words

M Cowen

| find the current politically correct debate
depressing enough as it is. It has already
resulted in the Chairman of our schools
Parent's Society being called sexist for refusing
to refer to herself as a "Chair" (her answer was
lew what sex she was, didn't
consdar that Chairman implied anything one
er). Now it rears its imelevant
hald ln F&SF circles with the debate on "hir"
and other non-sexist options.

It's not just that it's so utterly irrelevant to any
real issues, fike women bei being stereotyped into
men info macho tough guy roles.
Wha(rsalyannwsmelsmalmeverv
usually cate S0 mueh about other cultures
and languages should be so ar\glocamm when
debating really important issues.

| spend a fair amount of my time using Welsh
famil

erman, other members of my " o.s"
languages ranging from
Russian, Frerl:‘l and ltalian to Urdu and Sindhi.
In almost all the other languages | have met, any
attempt to even describe non-sexist language
wﬁuu be almost impossible, or self-evidently
silly.

In Welsh and French, every word is either
masculine or feminine, "Chair" is feminine, for
mple. Neuter words do not exist. You can, if
you wish, omit a feminine ending, but that will
merely leave you with a mm
German, there is a neuter, it implies not
indeterminate sex, but immaturity. If the word
existed, a ‘man "Chmlllu would be a
person chairing a meeting who has not yet
reached puberty.
I'm not saying | think such endings are a good
thing or a bad. When you're Iurvrma language
|h are eenmnly a pain in the

assuming
mascui ine
ov Iovmnm-) The important thing is Ih-l they are

If the concept of “non-sexist

vulﬂ«y then it is lurwmulom ovnnhsvory
common -American

sensm in Mard‘esnar. it it is imelevant in

Mannheim or Machynlleth.

If you think | am wmng inswer this

chanenga. If the use gendev end-ngs in
unacceptable, then how

avoid the position that lhe Lse of French,

Russian, Weish and so on is’ unacceptably

sexist?

Or, to put the issue more simply, tell me the
non-sexist German for "Chairman”,

Steve Palmer

Further to Mike White and Julian Flood both
having difficulty with gender and the 'h' words in
Matrix 101: why can't they use 'their’, which is

e, and even
as far back as 1759 one Lord
it if someone was born of

perfectly acceptable for general

literary use —
Chesterfield notsd

using si as
I?B olc. (lha!las(onensnotanewwotd) it
esents and y. Its
esnmnly leasbb to avoid 'he enhreiy and well
worth the initial small amount of effort.

Ken Lake

Should | surprised th:
anovﬂl no mmks | mmm "hlr" I\ nas besn in

bestf part of
publications: surely | have o right to expacl et
fans and readers to be on the leading edge of
language as of science?

Harry Cameron Andruschak

Here in the USA msny nl us are trying a
different usage, namely to use the third person
plural for the third person smgular It may seem
a bit odd at first, but it really is no difterent from
the usage of the second person plural for the

it, and both of you do it. (Unless you are a
iety of Friends or

those fake “Early English” types). just

expand this usage o the situation of third

person smuuiav when you are not sure of the
gender.

John Madracki

| note from the first column on page 2 of Matrix
thalanmdksypostsnmeBSFAluhoﬂ
and one presumes mal lhs

'esullolmmbonsbmm

were mslmalﬁedwmum Unlonunaxeiy
within the pages of the magazine proper, this
worthy egalitarianism did tend to falter on
occasion ...

Both Orbiter and Cassandra boast a "woman
only" oroup, but there was nary a mention of a
lar service being offered to the excluded

There were also frequent applications of the
%:a!snhous "Ms" when naming certain women.

is dated affectation should have been made
redundant years ago. If someone chooses to
introduce herself with a term that makes her
sound like a neutered bee, then that is her affair,

men bmn?’ pmﬁxed by "M\" Suraly the
itself is sul

And there were several instances of the word
"humankind” being used. How ct

actually think that it
Musommmmvaommspeass

Now I'm not

conspiracy abr i e anice of e BSFA

— but then again, wnyno«vparm

be one of the few things to ha

genuine parity.

SEY AND THE BSFA MEWBER

What the married couple might have

in space had Huricane Andre v

can't even be conjectured, since, accoldl%mlo

Frank Ney "the #mdas at NASA have put

on ite shifts. This, | think, is in retaliation
havm% gotten hitched after the crew

annmmcsrnam ad been made"”. He continues:

"Zero gravity's awkward for lovers
Especially pushers and shovers

The problems of dockir

And then interfocking

Are greally increased when one hovers".



Which is one way of continuing the discussion of
sex in SF.

Ken Lake

Sex you got back the late '40s from a

ick (I think it was by Astron Del Martia)

which featured casual forced sex, and multiple

births (like 1,000 at a time, if memory serves me
10p

u now why | he was
getting in a lot more ... and stuff like that. | never
went back.

And today we have Piers Anlhonys growsqus!y
Hformat Pornucopia (£9.99 import)

ic) was fierce as well as illogical,
bu( then again Heinlein got carried away when
he found he was finall a]lowsd to describe it
right out there in we and turned into me
archetypal Dirty Oid Man of SF, pity about that

AIDS? Ah, there, there's a problem It's called
PC or Political Correctness, and SF

we would have had sealing themselves
off, kiling wanderers, ing with a
A" , society
al kinds of survivalist fun.
Nowadays you ain't allowed to criticise, Imemen
or even openly identify any m.mnry oup,
ially one so tied uvmm homo:

ﬁv
AI S, s0 there's 3 big Thou St (Not over AIDS
which is as pernicious, and probably a
o ‘St moro Sangerous, than e ol one.
foot-on-the-ground Hays Code.

Philip Muldowney

| suppose in the end, the question is: do you
expect a cure for AIDS in the near lulure?
do, a

. On the other

hand, after many years, we siill have not found a
cure for cancer. Is AIDS incurable in the
forseeable future — one or two

generations? That gives an entirely different

scenario. Are wE facing Ihe 2‘5( century
equivalent of the Black Death’

accuse SF authors alone in_being
negligent in their future thoughts on AIDS since
the medical establishment still has not worked
out a code for its members and AIDS... Will we
evenmajly return to the puritanical society where
sex is frowned on except for procveauon vnm
medul msur-g beforehand?  The

face: horror.
Dave Bell

1 am not sure that Kev McVeigh is being quite
fair to pick on SF for its attitude to sex, post
AIDS. Perhaps | have not read as much relevant
mon as he has, but | don't recall many
les of explicit safe sex in any fiction.

Whal axamples | do recall seem to be in the
of embarrassed, slightly smutty, numour At
g in

leasSFdoesn'lsaoml

conventonaly promiscuous male.
as o hi list of i ADs.
anced work. Mary Qonti's The Architechn
of Desire?

NAVEL GAZING
Philip Muldowney

Litle seems to e [in the
debate over the BSFA and its future] over the
quality of of the
hald work L m’

officials really
o! bmm the BSFA A.l Cecil Nurse lllm(lllss.

if only one official misfunctions, then the whole
of the BSF: be very badly affected. So
perhaps a is due to ficials,
in particular | think that some sort of recognition
of Keith Freeman's hard work must be due, as is
obvious the ground swell for this from
various letters.

Dave Bell

Cecil Nurse raises an interesting point about the
rr isation.

headed by one
the BSFA, and it was red
i hay red for VAT

for the previous three or four aars But the
BSFA |s a limited compan X and juce
ts, and shoulkdn't fall into mal trap.

Fermns. before anyone gets too argumentative
about Cecil's should
check on what the BSFA's articies of

association, and company law in the
UK, have to say about what sm: ld be done,

and what may be done. | have a feeling that the
main_difficul betund ly perceived lack of
importance of the

appeared to be this year?
FLAWE ON

The latest shots in the debate on media and the
intellectual depth of SF films came from Chris
Baksr, Booth and Jean Sheward.
However ot ver for

and,
is a modest, pmposa/

Sam Keogh

fiim. The reasons are ’mrly clear. It's axnlnslva
o mnke‘ snd nal as popular as_Coronati
Street. imon denominator gets
memvosmm

Much of the expense is due to costume, make

m salﬂsannardspec‘ effects work, as well
as the usu involved with artists and

rights.

We propose to make Science Fiction for

consumption on video only, using two ideas to

reduce costs to a minimum.

The first is to assemble a team of enthusiasts
much as you would a rock band. So we hope to
find background artists, performers, music
makers, designers, etc. who are willing to work
speculatively against a profit share if the project

succeeds, as we, director, video editor and
producer are.

The second is to limit ourselves to a of
ues which are Blsy

and effective, and make a virtue of them.

Our dream is to make a sell through video which
Iooks like a collision between a Gvﬂphk: Novsl a
ideo, Hill Street Blues and

Wunoedagood.nleﬂquFWy&ulm
nol vol bssn Dohshed and invite prospective
one page synopsis and a

shonsamphols:rpl say two sides of Ad.
So, any writers out there want to join our band?
Wa'd Also like to heal hom lol who'd bo
to Sam Keogh, New Flame Productions,
Sune 401, :mz Regent Street, London WiR

PARTICLES

Gillian J K Rooke

A bit of a quizz match the words with the
definitions and improve your SF vocabulary.
Words:

Quark Opaque Event Horizon Gluon Hadron
Superconductor  SAD  Flatine  Entropy
Superstring

Definitions:

—Your quess is as good as mine

—A sticky particle

—A bit of a particle that is never sure whether it
exasmnmmbum(mdsomenmos thinks it's a

—Counwo-n on Amo-Doswct
—Sod All Dayli
—Means lbe seeﬂ through, except in SF

orin the Lingerie trad
—The exact goml (vlly dlml:ull lo detect with SF

lnr;s) at whx: brain-death

—A push,

—Imnny boundaly beynnﬂ Much nothing

o tairg o o Supgh Spaceshi.
David R Smith

Illweretobesambank in time, | am sure that,
guven my personumy lﬂbe 1o

influence society or any useful
way, solmnnknwmmemmy(uurmdy

luma)uod(a'sm two volumes of Vintage
being my favourite

numounsl | may as well be haupyl for what, with
my luck, would be a short life in the Dasl Send
me back to Shakespeare's time and | bet we
would have fewer plays from old Bill, as he
be 100 busy savounng the work of a real
(whether ink  fewer

you _thi
Shakasne:spl-yssgoodo'badrswlnyou)
John Gribbin

David Deutsch's TV progr will findall this,

and more, explained (with due reference to SF
in my book In of the Edge of Time

(Baniam). Unike the ssioemod OrDetsch. |

now how the "granny paradox” related to

Heinlein et af

ADBRES!!!

Soames: Cheneys La.
Fomceu St Mary, Nomch Nod NR16 l
joseph Nicholas: 5A Frinton Rd, Stamiord Hill,
London N15 6NH




Lake: (now memng, but mml may be sent
rJo John Bull S PO Box 10.009,
GPO‘Honq
Phiip M 9y Golden Harvest, T:
Foliot Rd, Looseleigh Cross, Plymouth PLE SES
Div!seﬁol Church Farm, North Kelsey, Lincoln
Matthew Freestone Grosvenor Lodge, Scothern
La, Sudbrooke, Lincoin LN2 2QJ
Peter Tennant: 8 Henry Cross CI, Shipdham,
Thetford, Norfolk IP257 LQ.
David R R Smith: 42 Macfarlane Pl, Uphall,
Broxburn, West Lo(hlan EGS2 5PS
33 Avon Cr, Romsey,
. Piddinghoe, East
Bristol Ave, Levenshulme,
Manchester M19 3NU
Steve Palmer: 31 Edward St, Luton, Beds. LU2
: New Flame Pmducnans, Suite
1, 302 Regent Street, London W1R
Nég Willow Way, Pon(elanc

rth ind 0 9RG
John Madracki: 17 Goldrill Ave, Bolton BL2 5NJ

Apology to Joseph Nicholas
The last issue of Matrix referred 10 a certain "Jo"
Nicholas — of course, it should have referred to
w Nicholas. The typist went for
consistency rather than accuracy after initially

losing four letters. We would liki
for an this have

€ to apologise
caused.
|cwes|s OF THE BSFA

A cursory analysis of the BSFA membership list
shows that there are not too many founder
members the column has

perhaps
give some idea olhawnals:annd
Vine Clarke sketches in the background:
Fandom started from the desire of SF readers to

edited Amazing Stories) started a fanzine, The
'Come'. and other fanzines from other people
followed.

At first they were plain fanzines, just as film
buﬁs or racing car afficianados might have

eulogised their own hobby ... i Wi
lulhol& ouHs for maanzmss‘etc But by about
the end irties, there were some very
mdivduul xlnes appearing which, like today's
zines, sometimes hard SF, tho' the

, 8t

Mike Rosenblum of Leeds kept fandom alive
during the War; he was a consclantious objector
(and very genuine, as as Jewish), and

1o put out not only a news magazine,
Futuran War Digest, but included other people's

N
8
-
z
-4
=

dedication and sheer
soon made him well known on both sides. of the
Atlantic. He and James White put out a hand-
printed fanzine (one page set up £or o nigm)
called Slant, and were later joined by

If anyana “set up fandom as we know it", |l was

In Geomla USA there was a younq girl called
Lee started a fanzi indry
(Slc — shs ITISDG'( ll) and asked Wllw 1o write

her. The combination was a terrific success:

enthusiast re-print it in the '80's. American fans
thought so highly of Walter's writing that mey
or a fund to bring him over to a World
Con in '52, which foreshadowed TAFF.
Meanwhile, the SFS had been faltering, partly
due to the fact that Ken and | found it difficult to
cope — we were aimost the only publishing fans
in the London area, most of the others
wmnmeemﬁw-aruwavsnmaly
i . We saw how much fun

£
2
g
7
g-

action without ties
o We Contnued, the offal organ as a
private news-zine ... mostly my own, as Ken
was turning pro.

So during the '50's most olmBr»nsh fandom was
er

conve
DMPA (he ﬁrsl British APA, in ‘54, and various
e like Ron Bennett, Ken Cheslin, Arthur
homson and others came into fandom and
made it a joyous and friendly place to be.
But it was also growing smaller. Partly this may
have been due to the fact that a trans-Atlantic
fan mythology had grown up, with hundreds of
own

Ted Tubb continues:
A( M time [the late '50s], fans and fanzines
becoming thin on ground and

lmndamas at conventions were shrinking each
mes had been abandoned

numbers grew less each year, it was obvious
lha! unless fandom grew in numbers, there was.
a danger it would dissipate or simply disappear.
New, active blood was needed and in order to

attract it, steps had to be taken. umymw
be saved, fandom and conventions needed to

take drastic action.

| wasnt tho only one who recoprised
necessity for this, and seemed i,
somehow, ther

acceped.
‘image’ and a purpose.

The name chosen, after argument, was The
BnnshScan Association. With it we
needed a 'war-chest' and | proposed a £1 a
contribution — not a small sum in lnnse
lays. Enough was raised to @ an opel

nd The basic purpose of the BSFA was (a ba
a 'front’. Hotels were understandably reluctant to
lrusl their premises to other than ‘respectable’
lient were wary when dealing with
enthusiastic, but unknown, individuals or odd
evouos of vague mbnhly Publishers the same.
eded an inisation which could
negotiate convention space and rates in hotels,
back any financial deal made, handle things like

) ma press, etc., and be :gb
and other samllav groups hr

backing, p\.bhclly. advertisement and support.

1t sounds ambious and for us a that ime
was, but the entire objective of the organisation
was simply to stimulate the i unueasa of acive
jom and ensure the enhancement
continuation of conventions.

Fans were 1o be attracted by advertising

in the professional magazines and S.

meenmmmbemmiysmsdsedam

their _continuation ensured by making it a

condition that, any group running a con with the
financial backing of the BSFA, would pass over

ia the joumal. That was he original, basc aim
of the new organisation and once the system
h.ldgoigm\qmeBSFAwould in a sense,
becoma redundan

Terry Jeeves takes over here:

Ted Tubb rammed through a basic club_and
committee members were elected. Dave

Newman was Chairman, Eric Bentcliffe nnd I
AmhleMMnrcev was

it and later,
sans the Gould letter and without credits to
Doliner or Freeman. | laf Vi
Chairman, then

Ken Bulmer charts the BSFA's progress:
tAh'ec icon IV, the convention in Easter 1958 at
was his bllxlrf nﬂlhuslasrn to bring in new fans
that the was formed on the spot. Vinc
Clarke and | had reservations about posmble
problems but thankfully we were proved wrong,
or about 90% wrong. The BSFA has had ups
and downs in its chequered history. Ken Slater
had to step in to salvage the bits on one
occasion and the fan wha heid British Fandom




bgomou in the war — J Michas —
svsqureelde-l Alox of good people
You may -

Winnipeg for

lTWE PERIODIC TABLE

I 1983 Woddcoﬂ will be in San Francisco, then

90l m BSFA going. recall a

sized magazine M out by NE called The Woﬂa:nn at Orhndo was m as
Fiction Monthly whi mostly pictures. The | GLASGOW WINS! being _hot hectic programme
BsFAymmagvm,.s(ummM m-msamﬁmnmmmmmm
keep on calling for in Matnix and so many people | Glasgow won the bid to host the 1985 Woridcon | Coppola was promoting his Dracula film and
wrote in postal orders the organisation | by the narrow margin of 150 votes. The con will Mww-llsouw new Batman cartoons. The
of the BSFA collapsed. It was saved, of course, Intersection R Delany and | Art S| was overwhelming — it took two hot
but it was a dreadful wamning. Most of the new | Gerry Anderson as Guests and it will be heid at md&msﬂhe!mhwvsmmmw.
MPNNB"S‘:AMMGIWMXMNM-M mmﬁamm orence Centra
many times in the past say that over the jiacent interna THE!
past fow years, the zines and the presentaton | Holl, over the woekend of 24-28 August 1995 OTHER COW WEWS

been just : fote,
oot alwva‘;es Bierd We Tove urganizing it. You'll love attending it! 59"'"'“" m ‘?“
when the BSFA
comes in, for that means 18th BENELUXCONVENTION from its Bristol base
Jo o e By 4 Adelphi Hotel in Liverpool.
probably next, inting on
M ! '0"3 itall. two counts: first because

7 once again an Eastercon
Vinc Clarke rounds it on
all off: misleading
o L%eolols r‘;omed :01‘ a Bristol
ubsequently, | fafiated tel and get
lorcod away from 2 n 27-29 NOVEMBER 1992 gne " Cerpoo) and
an 18
i o brng . sngle Atlanta Hotel, Rotterdam Adsloi_ Hol was e
apparent

the BSFA, which was Follycon in '88, Eastcon in
initially intended to draw The Guests of Honour: ‘90 the
e o, T Pl Tanith Lee (author of Storm Lond, Blood of Roses, and many more) PiSancs 11:the Ioer biv.
into the hands of se . . there were multiple thefts
ot sl ol Terry Pratchett (author of the ‘Discworld' books) e e e
Peyton, and became an Peter Schaap  (Duich author of Ondeeds de Loutere and De Wolver) at  best, unreliable.
ok o Tad Williams  (uthor of Tilchaser's Song and The Dragonbone Chair) B ior bmcple |
When | came back in ‘81 the  annual  Plymouth
fandom had e: Fan Guests of Honour: Armadacons in November
:':p,hm’d“mfs‘”;, ws‘”‘_,s Johan Flaton & Jo Thomas ieditors of the Jo-Jo Intersection) and the Exeter Microcons

A fine show it will be. That's a promise!

was able to bring back old bit: a J Film Night, with movies like con and 12th
you up a bit: a Japanimation Film Night, with movi
sy (cnw:mhnmm‘f\a: Dinty Puir, offering you the best that Japanese film studios produce. There will gf Masm has William
) Who had e — 1f the Guds help s — a real thrilling Treasure Hunt ... in which you may play a major Ren & e o
more or less given up on role (if you dare (o participate). And there is more. Almost continuous film & video. Lots Narrelle  Harris
British fandom, times had of panels ... our Guests of Hunour make both very serious and very silly ones assured robably one more guest.
charg You will enjoy u dealer’s room, & banquet and much, much more at Hillcon 111, Fun in an ir three programme
There is still 1 thw international atmosphere. That's what it is all about! suaam:nwull inch tems
e is still some of the emate  reality,
g0 Quandy ‘vadton o Become a member now: save maney before rates go up and receive our Sfberspace and  vitual
forthcoming hardcover Progress Reports with covers illustrated by our very own Len de Vries give" " Wiliam * Gibeon's
Dublu:anen of Warna;bso A and there will be
K | ,:‘ Sead in this form to: i ||lms and videos also.
Pas deawn lols of interest, Hillcon 11, Bijlespad 52 11 Millenium is stil eight
but fandom's moved on in count (for visitis fiom Easiern Europe 118163}, SoiDicars, | Nhaitiidy yoars away. %0 there's no

most. phoes and, to an old hotel , nor
Guests, but con will

Prhcoagroiaggindedglogho the membership rate is fixed st £ 20.7) S 1 b i O
magic. “* 0, I've paid my membership dues with the itel on
I had a pretty good and an enclosed Eurocheque/girobetaalkaart o the SF of the 20th
Pl vy A iog-d oo transferred 1o Giro account no. 6234546 g attending
fandom, and formed of NCSF/Benchuxcon, Amsterdam. W price
opinion that it was far . complicated, but if you
better 1o be friendly with Nege want to celebrate both the

than to regard . Address end of the century
e o . e . y for b Zip/Posteode (pedants apar) and the
Tasnpesi. | g (en & Wait il you et vy eith e city ilornium (dito).wits 1
small, close-knit society wksrmation s alools

pumna in effort, to extract current attending o for peopw

lest pleasure. If that is making Fandom Is
A Way Ot Life, then 50 be 1. Personally, | tink
its a goddamned hobby — with the sticking
Powsts of & supe adnesive, But as for“settng it
up™? Oh no, | just happened to be around when
2ot of riends had the same ideas.

who neither voM nor
lended is £40 — details "Om Bovme Evsns.
Smethwick, W
resa_Renner, Box
15430, Washington, DC 20003, USA.
For US oongaers, there are proposals to have a
TransAtlanti immediately  prior  to
Intersection, in Iacl on the boat over and Geoff
Crookes from North Carolina is considering the
options. Still, there's three years to go — the

CONVENTION OF JDEAS
CAME TO HASTINGS

Steve Sneyd

Hasticon, the SF convention in Hastings July
256, was conceived as a convention where

ideas took priority by organiser, veteran writer,
anthologist and futures researcher, George Hay.




Evams dunng the two day con, whose slogan

The re Strikes Back] bore out this
intention dunng the discussions that took place
in Hastings' main Brassey Institute Library,
prefaced by a personal message to the con by
Arthur C Clarke, no less.

The many “futuristic” topics discussed included
new thinking in Chaos Theory, maqnertz

publlshlng, and a variety of other ways in which
change has rnade sure we all live in a "science
fiction workd”, as participants
proved, Scnence Fxmon s uniquely equlpoed to
analyse and explain.

Charles Stross, with fellow professional writer
Kim Newman, joined Guest of Honour David
Gemmell to discuss the future of the SF genre
with fantasy and horror, in the context of
jes in communication techniques, the trend
to post-literacy and the implosion of current
puuisninq structures. Thmgzmme tone mixed
gloom pe, mell reinforced
i!dﬁd DDII imism In his advice to writers on
Hiow 10 gut Ut of the elushpie and onto the
editor’s desk"” later in the con.

The art competition was won by Fred Orchard,
who was awarded the £50 prize by Paul Brazier,
who will also publish the drawing of a spaceship
hovering over the town's unique net-drying
shops,
Nexus. Other local input came from Gerry

arter, with a vivid audiovisual presentation on
the fractals and “strange attractors” of Chaos
Theory, and Maurice Lester, with a paper on the
prospects for magnetic-powered international
transport.

Poetry nsen in line with George Hay's sla(ernenx
that *technology gives us answers — but wi

we need now is questions which poe\ry
provides” was presented in two sessions. | gave
a blbef hlsto(y ol the development of SF poetry,
then K V Bailey later gave an excellent reading
with Peter Garratt and myself.

Each day's session ended with a lively
discussion with the audience, Saturday's bemg
on "Serious Futures — the Politics of SF" wt
included Charles Stross'  suggestion
govemment might come to be carried out
interacting computer-linked individuals rather
than formal structures. Finally the Adamantine
Press announced its intention to commence its
series of educational books for the 21st century
by making H G Wells' World Brain available to
the general public once more. The con ended
with a vote of thanks to all concerned, it was

con that Ilvsd up to its promise of being “an
ideas event'

CONTOUR MAPPING

ConCert Ili: October 30-November 1, King's

Manof Holel Edlnburgh Special Guests Peter

Diane Duane. Details from Jette

Goldbe 97 Hamson Road, Edinburgh EH11 1LT

(bel 031 337 2052). Ghostly goings-on, wnh
ina

Ihal

Armadacon IV Ncwsmber 78 Astor Hotsi
Plymouth.

commnmens) John Camgan
stumman. Jacqueline Pealce,

to
lhe Star rrsk
rian Cole,
rland, Jon Pertwee and
Maﬂ( Lewlle the theatre director. Details from
Marion  Pritchard, 4  Gleneagle ~Avenue,
Mannamead, Plymouth PL3 5HL.

Hllluon Ill:_ November 27-9, Atlanta Hotel,

lotterdam, 52.5 guilders anendn:F membership.
Guesls of Honour Tanith Lee, Terry Pratchett,
Tad Williams, Peter Schaap. Details from Kotter
5, 1186 WH Amstelveen, Netherlands.

1993

Helicon: April 8-12, Hotel de France, Jersey,
£25 attending membership. Guests of Honour
John Brunner and George R R Martin, Fan
Guest of Honour Larmy van der Putte. The
programme themes are Borders and Barriers
and Recreation in the Future. Details from 63
Drake Road, Chessington KT9 1LQ.

Mexicon V: May 28-31 Hotel St Nicholas,
Scarborough, £18 attending membership.
Guests of Honour Pat Cadigan and Norman
Spinrad. Details from Bernie Evans, 121 Cap

:hsll Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands 566

, in_his Brighton-based magazine, SF

|Anouuu THE CLUBS

Just as, inevitably, in spring far more people
think of fove than strictly necessary so nearly
every club tends to have occasional yearnings
for its very owr . The initial
enthusiasm, though, is roughly buffetted by the
twin realisations that most members want only
to give moral support (the less the better) and
that of the rest the higher the desire to
contribute, the lower the literary merits of the
donated articles.

The editors have two possible solutions to save
the as yet unpublished magazine. They can call
in outside help and use this to justify rejecting
someone's precious article or they can (and do)
write the whole thing themselves under a series

of pseudonyms with decreasing credulity, for the
hardest part about producing a magazine is not
getting the articles, but inspiring the right person
to want to produce them (and then to do so).

A fairly typical clubs magazine is produced by
the Brum Group. It's a monthly leaflet, the cover

describing the speaker of
trivial, but important, details about venue, price
and Brum group commitiee. Inside, there's
normally a news column from Martin Tudor
culled from the columns of Critical Wave, the
news magazine he edits with Steve Green (In
fact, Brum group membership is a better deal
CW sub if all you want is news).

there's a

con reports, always reviews by members.
Therefore members can simultaneously be
aware of new books as well as using their
of the reviewers concerned to

SF/F/Hoﬂor and full programme of fims and

Who's 7: Dr Wha/Blake's 7 convention October
30 Noverber 1 Moat House  Fol, Teford,
Shropefire. Conlirmed Gugsts (subjoct as ever.
to work commitments) Colin Barker, Gareth

Thomas, Jacqueline Pearce, Sheelagh Wells,
Ptor Tuddennam. In aid of the Ciizans Advice
Bureaux and the Peoples Dispensary for Sick

nimals.

Novacon 22: Novembsv 68, Royal Angus
Hotel, Birmingha ttending membership £2!
Guest of Honuur Storm Cnnstanune The ﬁrs(
Novacon was held in 1971 and there has been
one every November since. It is organised by
members of the Brum Group. Details from
Bernie Evans, 121 Cape Hil, Smethwick,
Warley, B66 4HS.

assess what the books are like. Vernon
Brown, who has set the G SF quiz at
Novacon, kx example, has a bias towards
“hard” SF and would not relish reviewing a soft
fantasy of dragons and maidens in distress.

The Brum Group leaflet functions, therefore,
almost entirely as an information source, unlike
space, whlch is published by the South
Hants Group. This one's fun. It does have th
essential information — venue. times, dates of
D&D campaigns, when the mah-jongg league
competes, but the rest consls's ol social articles
on topics like the history of the club, every
character mentioned (and they were characters)
like brandishing an anatomical instrument when
confronted by a pass and snarling "Listen,
buster, I've castrated more rats than you've had
hot dinners” or why the group has moved from
various pubs (was it being too realistic while

doing charades to the extent that one's trousers
split or was it the landlady turning a comer
unexpectedly to see a customer on a table an
screaming  something \|ks "Get down, r’
bugger from outer space” (this has been slight)
paraphrased ...). There's articles on real ale (a
subject almost as close to the group's collective
heart as SF), comics and gossip. The SF
articles seem to spin off from group activities:
there's a priceless and informative article by
John Richards drawing comparisons betweel

The Silence of the Lambs and Tootsie and a
later one on ageism in SF, whtch was deﬂnuely
inspired by seeing Star Trek The
Undiscoversd Country.

Cyberspace is sparkiing with personality. The
group members know each other well and can
slag each other off without causing intemecine
strife.

Ethel the Aardvark is a hybrid. The Melbourne
qvoup is particularly active iin a sporting outdoor
fetes, horse races,
lur\dralssrs‘ cake sales — but contributor lan
Gunn is now tired of being a willing equine,
working without thanks or appreciation from the
members. "Id estimate that there's only roughly
fifteen people ... who actually get off their bums
and pitch in. Thats about 10% of the
membership. The other 90% seem quite content
to sit back and just be passengers” he writes.
But the members do appreciate his writing and
his cartoons; it's just that they have lives away
from Ethel and other interests, other priorities
(this begins to sound uncomfortably familiar).

lan's priorities are shifting now that he and wife
Karen Pender-Gunn are standing for FFANZ,
the Australia-New Zealand fan fund. Ethels due
for a shake-up, but hopefully it won't lose the
comfortable patchwork llavou; of articles in

and the Brum group newsletter: more of the
same, pleasel They've slotted themselves
ideally into their respective club ecological
niches and though evolutionary change will
occur when the club changes, with any luck this
won't be for quite some time. Like never?

The Brum Group Newsletter: write to Bernie
Evans, 121 Cape Hill, Smethwick, Warley, West
Midlands B66 4SH.

Cyberspace: details from Keith Cossl 12
Crosbury Close, Emsworth, Hants F’O1D 7TS

Ethel the Aardvark: contact Alan Stewart, PO
Box 212, Melbourne, Victoria 3005, Australia.

CLUBS LISTING

rake  Science Fiction and _ Fantas
Assoclnﬂcn This club caters for SF/F in !he
South West (and Plymouth) with regular items
like quizzes and debates, plus a uamany
gazma Details from the Sec etary c/o 22
gjﬂ Gardens, Kings Tamerton, Plymouth
PLS 2BJ (tel 0752 369962 or 0752 267873

South Hants: This group moes at the lounga of

the Elsclrlc Alms ratton Road, Portsmouth on
Tuesday monthly, The next

maetngs s Ootobor 57 anc Noverabar 10.

EVIL
PRESENTS




NOTICEBOARD

Reivers' Warband: Battles and living history,
wartare, crafts and research of Celtic heritage,
5th century onwards. Details from Sarah
Mawson, 85 Healey Road, Ossett WF5 8LT.

Clubs pairing: Many Romanian clubs are
interested in having reqular contacts with British
clubs — just for contact, for swapping box

fanzines, letters. Most Romanians speak al

write qond English and most of the rest speak
and_ wite French. Other foreign  clubs. in
Czechoslovakia, Poland and Ukraine, for
example, are also interested in contact. Details
from Bridget Wilknson, 17 Mimosa, 29 Avenue

Road, London N1 5JF.

Solo Wargames Association: Details from Ken
a-do 209 Rivermill, Harlow, Essex CM20

Fast Lizard Graphics are a small team of men
ind women working in and around the small
press, including artists, designers, writers and
publishers, who offer a full service from pure
graphic work right through to magazine design.
We offer all our services at defiantly low rates
and every project undertaken is wide open to
nego nawn Write to: Rob Kirbyson, 6 Grange
248  Leymoor oad,  Golear,
Huddersﬁeld HD7 4QL.

Gallipoli music wanted: I'm trying to obtain the
classical music that was featured through the
1981 Mel Gibson fim Gallpoli and which has
haunted me since | waiched it several days ado.
From what | can gather from the end-of-fim
credits the piece I'm after is known as. Auagm in
G minor (for strings and orchestra) by Toma:
Albinoni periorme by Jean Francois Patilarc,
hamber Orchestra, RCA Records.

Chris C Balley. 52 Druids Walk, Greal Western
Estate, Didcot, Oxon OX11 7P}

The Lands of Elvaria: Play by mail game of 1
1o 5 stout hearted adventures. You, too, can be
an accursed Anti-Paladin, a dashing hero, a

sneaky cut thrcal or” an environmentally
conscious. Dragonman, Delall from
Pinder, Laceby Actes,

Gnnsby DN34 SUJ (lel 0472 277027).

Edgar Rice Burroughs: Does anyone have any
Edgar Rice Burroughs books they wish to sell or
swap. If so, please contact: Craig Herbertson,
13 Rushworth Court, 273 Wellington Road,
Stockport SKé 5BP.

Futurist Magazine: published by World Future
Society. Does anyone have copies of this
magazine for sale or loan? If so, please contact
Jim England, Roselea, The Compa, Kinver,
West Midlands DY7 6HT.

Rossendale Valley Bindery provides a
comprehensive service to private collectors,
dealers, libraries and public institutions. All
of cloth and leather rebinding and
repairs are undertaken, in period to the original
Phone, write or call (customers ws\come
to call at the bindery which is next door
Haslingden Public Library, but phcna first) (0 E
Fielding, Rossendale Valley Bindery, Suite 1,
22A Deardengate, Haslingden, Rossendale BB4
5QU (tel 0706 226093)

“Mary Jane" shoes: I'm looking for a pair of
"Mary Jane" shoes (patent leather evening
shoes with silver buckles) to complete Full
Highland evening dress. Anyone know where
couid order them from please? — Harry

ameron Andruschak, PO Box 5309, Torrance,
Calllolnla 90510-5309, USA.

The Germ Growers: | am looking for a copy of
this story by Robert Potter, published in 1892. It
is an account of an alien plot set in Australia,
and | require it as research for a proposed
history of 100 yers of alien invasions in SF. —

Adrian Soames, The Croft, Chenays Lane,
Forncett St Mary, Norwich, NR16 1JT.

List of Magazines | conpil a s o UK lferary
magazines, Its 'Lights List of Literary
Niogasines’ for readers. and writers: names and
addresses of over 200 UK small press
magazines of prose, poety a and art. 50p + A5
s.ae. fom: John The Light House, 29
Longfield Road, Tnng, Merts HE23 404

Norwegian SF Society? Is there a

association in Norway? Evig eies kun lapa(eﬂ —

Fred Endie Larsen, hool Medicine,

Umversny of Tromsoe, MH Breivika, 9019
romsoe, Norway.

Belgian SF Fans? If you know of SF clubs or
associaions in Balgium, plogsa couid you drop
aline to the editorial address

way that readers of SF interpret the work of
these authors, as | get fed up with ‘experts' in
English Literature and Cu!tuval Studies
departments telling us what a novel is
about without ever asking the people that read
them what they think. As a result, I'm
interviewing two sets of readers, one in London
and one in Los Angeles. I'm due to s\ar\ working
with the British group this autu and I've
recently been castin abou\ ot weays o coniect
fans of Dick and/or

| would like to contact readers of Philip K Dick
and/or William Gibson in order to form several
discussion groups; feaders must live in the
Greater London area, as the discussions will be
held in central London. The group work will be
conducted from September (at the earliest)
through to December, but | don't think that any
one interviewee will do more than three or four
sessions, spread over several weeks. Each
session will last for about one and a half hours.
The group discussions will be as informal as
possible, with all the material being strictly
confidential, and | hope to be able to set a venue
for them in the near future.

| would be gva!stul if anyone interested could
contact me, James Kneale, at the University of
Gsnnleuw University Coll?s, London,
Bedford Way, London WC1H OAP.

Fanzine exchange: Gary Pattillo is interested in
ecslvmq (anzlns for his zine exchange

them to h\m at 5920 Victor
Snesl Dallas Texas 75214, USA.

Thanks to James Davis Nicoll, David Goldfarb,
Frank Lyall and Terry Dawson for their help

Charles Stross and Kiran Wagle s'ansd oﬂ the
next question by tossing "push bi
around. Brad Templeton lhsn alabomm it Io

What would go on the book covers of books you
didn't want to read?

Example 1:
Princess Thikzk'ni Gets Her Kit Off (Again)

features loads of women with no vowels in
‘heir names being rogered by barbarians”

"Has an epic grandeur (and some really ace sex
scenes)"

“My magic sword is bigger than yours!*

With maps and glossary. |
éVFe;I, having disposed of fantasy, how about

HackerTecH Volume 19: War of the Cyberpunks

"On & desolate futuro sarh only the techrically
ompetent can survive"

by Gilliam Wibson

"In the grand tradition of Gibson, Sterling and
several othercomputer-illiterates”

— A Well Known Cyberpunk Author
And finally one which defies description:

©On A Planet Where Women Were Toys And
Men Wore Strangeleather Underpants:

Slaveworld Of Knbrzxythim

In the Grand (and Sexist) Tradition of Jane
Gaskell and John Norman

by A Word Processor With Some Good Search
And Replace Routines

Volume 27

Thanks to Brad Templeton and Peter Fenelon
for these imaginative suggestions — unless you
can do better ...

Final query (for now) from Michael Rogero
Brown who's got a more general query:

ELECTRIC QORACLE?

Snippets & Examples from the Net

A typical appeal to the “collected wisdom" of the
net s Mike Mehl's:

| know about Lucas G: nd Gil the Arm but
what about other detecnves m SFIF?"

1 am \rymﬂ to put together a list of fictitious

for use names for some
B OuL eIt i i o e
planets of the Solar System, but | thought it
would ba neat to have the rest named after other

planets. Can anyone help?

A starting point could well be Gary Louisi's
Science Fiction Detective Tales: A Brief
Overview of Futuristic Detective Fiction in
Paperback (Gryphon Press, Brooklyn 1986)
which |IS'5 about 100. Easily aocassmle ones
are Jack Chalker's Spade and Marlow or Dean
Koontz's Jessie Blake and Baker St Cyr. Roger
MacBride Allen's recent The Modular Man
centres round a murder trial and patan( attorney
Charles Harkness uses his legal experience in
several of his books, like The Venetian Court.
Look out for Alfred Bester's The Demolished
Man or the two Lloyd Biggles novels about Jan
Darzek. Gladiator-at-Law by Frederik Pohl and
C M Komnbluth is more about lawyers than
detectives (often a fine distinction) and there is a
Poul Anderson murder mystery, rather amusing
in which the murder victim was the planet Earth.
But what was it's title?

Yes. It seemed to be difficult at first, as many
planets are named after places on Eann which
rather defeats the object, but when in doubt,
open a Douglas Adams at random (this leads to
names I|ke Magrathea. Eroticon-6 or even
‘ogosphere). ntly, there are Vuggclh
(LDvecraﬁs Pluto), Namasls (the 10th pl
Tanith (Pournelie’s CoDominium prison Iplnnsl)
Timothy Zahn's Esqullma Matthias Urlichs in
Karisruhe is making up a co
which, | suspect, will be verv long. Thanks
Matthias, Mark. Sachs and Jeff Cooper for ms
above suggestions.
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“Cyberia’ is a name coined by American SF fan,
filker and all-round Net.person Steve Savitsky to
refer to the electronic world, with all its own
customs and traditions. This first appearance of
the column simply lists the bulletin boards we
know of that carry the FidoNet SF&F "echo”:

Phantom BBS, Aberdeen, lain Sherrit, 0224-703833
Anaomda. Abergavenny, Andrew Wilson, 0873-

85892
King of the Castle, Ashford, Chris King, 0233-62022¢
;!andom \coess, Barnoldswick, Keith Whiteley, 27

Alba Maximus, Barrhead, Donald Whannell, 041-880-
7845

Alba Maximus, Barrhead, Donald Whannel, 041-880-
Ihe BaTUB BBS, Balh, Paul Wiliams, 0225-480100.

cmpnam Junction,
Barney's Rubbi, Blrmmgnam Jon Mnmy 21708,
0296

The Mg Caslo, Eimnghan, HSCk CO, 021

Troa Tunnel, Bolton, Dave Roocroft, 0204-596245
TGM, Bradford, Pau Simmonds, 0274-606670
The Power Pack, Bradford, Rik Lister, 0274-488967
$ix8 five S, Seahucn, Floh Davey, 0275

Nova, Brietl, Tony Jones,

Moon Moth, Bromley, Bill Wstcn 081-777-9730

Public House BBS, Gardi, Stephen Ogbourne, 0222-

The_Dream Machine, Cardiff, David Thomas, 0222-
34

Surrey TVEE BBS, Chertsey, Colin Masters, 0832-
Chester, Edward Hobson,
Roofiops, Chichester, Nicholas Williams, 0243-530230
Ghemi-Call Dartord, Steve Gooding, 0322.278852
Central Net, Droitwich, Pete Franchi, 0905-

Midlands HUB, Droitwich, Pete Franchi, 0905775191
TUG I, Droitwich, Pete Franchi, 0905-7'

Kestrei Ridge, Dublin, Diane Duane b T03s3.402-

JOPPS). Dublin, David Doyl 010353.1.711047

The Power House [2],
0829782667

Excalbur BBS, Eastbourne, Paul Whitaker, 0323:
RIDIEK THOME Mail Centro, Emsworth,  Brian
Timmins, 0243-370249

ow Coywial Towss, Enfie, Glrie: Gower, 001-447-

B orum Une 2, Erih, Keth Wassel, 1322.350372
SouthWest & CI'Net. Exeter. John' Burden,

Vicroforca Muine, Faversham, Denis Bennett, 0795-
Ihe Noica BBS. Fokesione. Dave Spinks, 0303-
More. Summer Wine V23: V32, Gomersal,
Beaumnnl 0274-851027

GABBS, Gosport, Stephen Cole, 0705-511590
Almac BBS, Granigemouth, Mark Anderson, 0324-665-

Needful Things, Gwent, Andrew Pick, 0495-245151
Fucxibura: o8, Hahaey, " Wike. Ainash " 05+

Nigel

r Burnett, 04

Poppers, Hastings, P 124-85336
moetos. Dwam Aine,

Tara Recovery, Hem:
0442-231693
Integrated Gicull Herts, Nick Parker, 0707:270230
Protocol BBS, Horsham, Tim Wallis, 0403272931
Last of the Summer Wine, Hudderstiel, Chris
Townsend, 0484-

MetNet Triangle, HuH Jon Witty, 0482-473871

Wall Street BBS, Hull, Kev Baillie, 0482-589796
Cntronics BBS, Ipswich, Jon Greaves, 0473-273246

for, Adam Purnell, 0524-752245

ChetterBox, Larkfield, Kent, Mick Spice, 0732-870941
Chaos!, Leeds, Jim Mowati, 0532-529675

he OM Service, Leeds, Maicolm Amold, 0532-

Bummq Chrome, Liphook, Simon Gardner, 0428-
Breakthrough BBS, Liverpool, Jim Hamilton, 051-734-
The Wine Rack, Liversedge, Ron Brookes, 0924-
41

01 For Amiga, London, Tony Miller, 071-247-3240
02 For Amiga, London, Sue

Amiga Hub, i
cado .| ondon, Dave Coleman, 081-655-441;
rkham BBS, London, Nigel Hardy, 071-738-5596
cmzuns Band BBS, London, Tony Vilimek, 071-284-

Jolly Roger BBS [2], London, Roger Seaward, 081-
P%ubchml BBS, London, Malcolm Rows, 081-390-
4701

SELA, London, Marc Anderson, 081-311-9244
Starbase One (UK), London, Nick Stevens, 071-738-

g;-g ook of Soentr. Laon, Puip Baritasts; 01
imiga Junciion 8; LandorvSutey, Stephen Andarscr

o
r, Dave Gorski, 061-792-0260

Auraal Marke! Harborough, Eddy Ralphson, 0858-
'Tvnacsk 83" Atari ST, Norwich, James Partner, 0953-

Northampton, Steve Brecknock, 0604 705669
o ‘i, Nottingham, Simon Gledhill, 0602-855607
Midlands ' HUB,  Nottingham, Paul Dingley, 0602-

Biveral, Nottingham, Paul Dingley, 0602

, Ocham, Sirhon Molly. 061
Black at BBS, Penarth, Mark Butler, 0355707369
The Castle Eden BBS, Peteriee, Andrew Lackenby,
091-518-1058
PONTY B85, Pontypricd, Chris Andrews, 0443-
SET UAFDALTERNAT‘E a]]

McMahon, 0705-63822°
S/o/m/i/] [UKRAS], Postiing, James Berry, 0303-

o Roso BBS, Praston,  Tony Walke, 0772862212
ledge 1, Princes Risborough, Andrew

Portsmouth,  Denis.

Tma P Pen, Ramsbotiom, Olver Clarke, 0706-

TBBS, Reading, David Rance, 0734-461466
ViNIGHT MAIL, Reading, David Rancs, 0734-

Tne Purpto Tentacle, Reading, Mike Jagdis, 0734-
UnNersal BBS, Reading, Richard Silitto, 0734- 461288
The Gas Lamp, Rochdale, lan Strachan, 0706-
Tequila Sunrise, Rochester, Paul Boakes, oooi-
68369¢

Academics, Solihull, John Kelly, 021-705-2906
Apricot Technical Support, Solinull, John Krzesinski,

021-717-0455

The Demn Factory, Southborough, lan Mugridge,

0892-516:

Viual Hoaty. St Ives Ringwood, Terance Milbourn,
04254

STun NeST Central, Stockport, Daron Brewood, 061-

429-9803

Mininet-3 BB, Stockton-on-Tees, Mini Mansell, 0642-

67:

Missing Link Node1, Surrey, Andrew Hopkins, 081-

(- éclly\ ~), Twyford, Terry Robertson, 0734-320812

Log o In Tynedale, Tynedale, John Rawson, 0434-

B ot North, Tyneside, John Rawson, 0434-60-6639
Wid Imaginings, Tyneside, Martin Nichol, 091-263-

The Music Studio UK, Warwick, Paul Urmston, 0926-
403
Chiba City, Whitburn, Dave Mclntosh, 050144262

Gaia, Whitley Bay, Mark Barry, 091-252-6572
SPook BBS, Wickiord, Brian Crudgington, 0268-

|swv PRESS

The British Fantasy Awards were announced on
October 4 at Fantasycon XVII. They were:

Committee Award: Andrew Porter, editor of

Science Fiction Chronicle

Icarus Award for Best Newcomer: Maianle Tem
Jest Small Press Publication: Peepi

Besl Short Fiction: Michael Msrshall Smhths

e Dark Lane’

Bes( Novel: Outside the Dog Museum by

Jonathan Carroll

Best Artist: Jim Pitts

Best Collection: Darklands edited by Nic Royle.

Horror Poetry: Try Steve Sneyd's The Thirteenth
House published by Night Visions, Ree Young,
Rt. 2 Box 357, Troy, NC 27371, USA.

Stephen King's haunting new novel Dolores
Claiborne was released as a Christmas Gift
Edition from Hammicks in October (trade
hardcover edition not avmlable until Fabvuary)
Expensive at £29.95 but deluxe
binding and author's lacslmlle sbgnarurel




lcomwmow CORNER
RESULTS OF MATRIX 1Q1 COMPETITION

Another bumper postbag (35), this time with almost all the smnss including
an attempt at the "Number Plates" compefiion (27), but less for the
crossword (16). This may be because | dldﬂ( make it clear whether there
was a prize for it or not. As there was a% ly number of entries, there will
b6 2 Special (£5 token) donated by BECCON Publicatons (ie. me — as

pbksher of fikbooks and Diabbles) for the crossword 25 wal 25 the
Seual BSFA £5 tokgn for the Number Piates. The number of entros was
very satisfying s the format of the competition was thought up in about
five minutes in a mad panic when | realised that | was very late in sending
this column to your esteemed editors.

Sample Answers — "Number Plates”

ABCD Freda Warrington A Blackbird in Amber; EFGH James Blish Cities in Fiight;
KLm Jack Vance The Kiling Machine; RSTU Bob Shaw The Ragged Astronauts;

D Edgar Rice Burroughs Tarzan the Untamed; AAAA Brian Aldiss The Malacia
Tsp-suy 1ill_Phiip K Dick Divine Invasion; RRRAR Arthur C Clarke Reach for
Tomorrow; EESS Poul Anderson Trader to the Stars; CRAP Theodore Sturgeon The
Cosmic Rape; FABO Philip Jose Farmer The Fabulous Riverboat; ASDF Philip K
Dick "Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?”; EEEE Samuel K Delany The Einstein
Intersection; HHHH Douglas Adams The Hitchhiker's Guide fo the Galaxy: DUNG
Aigis Budrys Blood and Bumning; WIZZ L Frank Baum The Wizard of Oz; TRIX Bruce
Sterling Schismatrix; POIU Philip E High The Prodigal Sun; YTRE Ray Bradbury The
Day It Rained Forever.

Obvvously there were many titles that can fit the letter combinations given,

i POIU and more sumisingly ABCD were the onss givng most
d\iﬁcul[y — but only 5 of the 27 entrants failed to find all 24 "number
plates”.

In the future, | must be more exact in my phrasing of the rules, as one
British fan, now resident in France, sent in a mixed French/English entry —
forexample. Tor Il he offered I est dificile crelia un dieu* by the
Strugatski Brothers. Thanks, Mike Wigley, for not being TOO extreme in
your choices so that | had at least a fair chance of mavkmg your entry. I al
the foreign entres had used the sams ploy, | woukd have beon searching
for Finnish, Czech and German reference books!l Incidentally, all four
Iomgn entries were "all-correct”.

\nother loophole in the rules was that | didn't say | wanted a different title
Iov each of the 24, so the alternate title for Chronocules by D G Compton
would have done for about half the titles. As some charade players will
know, the title is "Wireless Sets, Aspirin Tablets, the Sandpaper Sides of
Used Matchboxes, and Something that Might Have Been Castor Oil".

After all this, the winner, out of the hat, of the £5 book token is John Ollis of
Luton — with thanks and congratulations to all the other entrants.

Answers — Crossword

ross. 5 Deimos, 6 Normal, 9 Famous, 10 Ideology, 11 Nova, 12 Prediction, 13
Crysm Ball, 18 Telepathic, 21 Norn, 22 Skeleton, 23 Subway, 24 Nugget, 25
Wizard.

Down: 1 Dinosaur, 2 Toss Up, 3 Forelimb, 4 Amulet, 5 Dragon, 7 Legion, 8 Time
Machine, 14 Star Trek, 15 Longboat, 16 Weaken, 17 Errand, 19 Eulogy, 20 Cosmic.

First all-correct entry out of the hat was from Chris Nash from Taunton.
Thanks to all entrants who sent in either completed grids and/or comments
about the standard and correctness of the clueing. Il let John have your
comments.

Glasgow in '95 Competition

Nobody guessed/suggested Intersection as the name for the Glasgow in
'95 Worldcon, so no free attending membership will be awarded. However,
two people agleed with the committee’s second choice. The committee will
be contacting you in due course to award you consolation prizes of
supporting memberships.

COWPETITION IQ2 — "DINO-SOARING”

Colin Greenland has recently had a book published by Savoy Press
entitied Michael Moorcock: Death is No Obstacle in which he presents, as
Angela Carter says in her introduction "Interviews with the master story-
|e||al of our time”. Colin has persuaded Savoy to let him have two copies of

as prizes for this month's competitions — one for the quiz and
one for the crossword.

The eight questions below are four each from Colin and myself (can you
guess which?) — so your thanks and/or curses should be transmitted to
us both via the usual address

1. What is Mike Moorcock's date of birth (day, month, year).

2. Mike Moorcock's first ever story in New Worlds was a collaboration with

another writer. Name the story, the other author and the pseudonym they

used.

3. Mike Moorcock often revised, and retitled, his novels. What were the

original titles of The Chinese Agent and The Russian Intelligence?

4. Which band, associated with Mike Moorcock, recorded The New Worids

Fair, released in 1975 by United Artists.

5. Mike Moorcock based two of his books on rather unlikely novals by

other authors — The Ice Schooner on The Rescue and The Wind
Limbo on Coningsby. Who wrote these inspirational books?

6. Moorcock took the name for one of his most successful novels from an

unfinished poem. His novel was subtitied "The Unfulfil'd Queen” —

the novel, the poem and the poet.

7. Who wrote the Jerry Cornelius MDIX *The Last Hurrah of the Golden

Horde" and where was it first published

ared in New Worlds 197, and what is the

8. Whose obituary
loorcock?

connection with Mike
EVERYFAN CROSSWORD &

Across:
1. Rune cast abou tale of wonder or cyberpunk fable (11)
9. Sea the good doctor when I'm over disappearance of queen (6)
10. Antelope hung back, losing last of breath (3)
11. Writer creates hydroxyl radical in plural (4)
12. Make heavenly body disappear using energy for a special mixture (7)
14, Knotwork to stuff into west, perhaps (7)
16. Discovered a tree on 9's terminus (10)
18. King or King, by Davidson (4)
19, Viral infection created by Wintermute perhaps — disseminated sclerosis? (4)
21. Assume right-on solid state device for 9's brains (10)
23, Walchers see no king in no clothes! (7)
24. The first bone, a French or Roman magistrate (7)
27. Earth's creator seems right inside a waste receptacie (4)
28. I's security systems for diamonds
29. Salesman wearing brown is an old bore (6)
31. *Dune" sank the mixture produced by 9 (3,5,3)

Down:

2. Fifty, inside measurement for tree? (3)

3. Talks wildly — see this as severe when confused (5)

4. Wizard locates silver held by me (4)

5. Elecironic brain can lean tun approximately (6,3)

6. Salesman in capital brought back to galactic ruler in 16 (7)
7.9's forward planning technique involves madman studying the past (13)
8.9's yam, make up yarn with a mate (3,7,3)

13.10 nil at first due o charge bearer (3)

15. Wash life when Pole is inside (5)

17. When human holding one can be cast, perhaps? (9)

20. Crush noisily in disc — run checks (7)

22 Sphere offers rare books initialy (3)

25. Esteemed Siippery Jim meets journalist (5)

26, Turntable which produces 1's consansual hallucination (4)
30. Bird has egg at first, with Greek character below (3)
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