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Clarke, Nebula, Dick Shortlists

The shortlst for the Arthur C. Clarke Award for the best science fiction novel published in the UK in 199 is
as follows
Stephen Baxter Vouage (Voyager, £15.99 hb)
Baxter's alternative history of the US space program, in which a voyage to Mars takes place in 1986,
His The Tine Ships was also a nominee lastyear.
Amitay Ghosh The Calcutta Chromosome (Picador, £16.99 hb)
Sublitled “A Novel of Fevers, Delirium and Discovery”. Ghosh was bomn in India in 1956, and now
lives in New York. His previous novels include The Circle of Renson, The Shadow Lines and fn an
Antigue Land,
Jack McDevitt The Engines of God (Voyager, £5.99 pb)
Athoughtful interstellar whatdunit fom the author of The Hercules Text and A Talent For War
Kim Stanley Robinson Blue Mars (Voyager, £15.99 hb)
L..J. Hurst reviewed Biue Mars in Vector 189, which also featured an interview with Robinson and
various articles on his work. Red Mars was a 1993 nominee

Sheri 5. Tepper Gibhonr's Decline and Fall (Voyager, £15.99 hb)
N. Lee Wood Looking for the Mahdi (Gollancz Vista, £3.9 pb)

Wood's first novel, an sf thnller set in a fichonal Middle East country. She 15 marned to Norman
Spinrad and lives in Paris

The winner will be announced at the Science Museum in London on 28 May, and will receive a cheque for
£1,000 and an engraved bookend. There are six judges for the award, two each from the BSFA, the Science
Ficton Foundation and the Intenational Science Policy Foundation. This year's were: Dr Andrew M. Butler
and Steve Jeffery (representing the BSFA); Gwyneth Jones and fan Watson (representing the SFF); and Lord
Mark Birwood (sole representative of the ISPF, following the death of his colleague Dr Maurice Goldsmith)

NEBULA SHORTLISTS

Novels: Nicola Griffith Slow River (Del Rey, Aug 95); Nina Kiriki Hoffman The Silent Strength of Stones
(AvoNova, Sep 95); Patricia McKillip Winter Rose (Ace, Jul 96); Tim Powers Expiration Date (Tor, Jan %;
HarperCollins, 95); Robert ). Sawyer Starplex (Analog, Jul % - Oct %; Ace, Oct 96); Neal Stephenson The
Diantond Age (Bantam, Feb 95),

Novellas: Jack Dann “Da Vinci Rising” (Asinai’s, May 55), Ursula K. Le Guin “A Woman's Liberation”
(Asimos, Jul 95); George R. R. Martin “Blood of the Dragon” (Asimou's, Jul 9); Jack McDevitt “Time
Travellers Never Die” (Asimau’s, May 96); Maureen F. McHugh “The Cost to be Wise” (Starlight 1, Sep 96),
Allen Steele “The Death of Captain Future” (Asimor's, Oct 95)

Novelettes: John M. Ford “Erase/Record /Pla light 1, Sep 96): George Guthridge “Mirror of Lop Nor’
(Imortal Unicorn, Beagle & Berliner eds, HarperPrism, Oct 95); Paul Levinson “The Chronology Protection
Case” {Aualog, Sep 95); Bruce Holland Rogers “Lifeboat on a Buming Sea” (F&SF, Oct/Nov 95); Harry
Turtledove “Must and Shall” (Asinoc’s, Nov 95), Robert Charles Wilson “The Perseids” (Realns of Fantasy,
Dec 95); Dave Wolverton *After a Lean Winter” (F&:SF, Mar 96, War o the Worlds: Global Dispatches, Bantam
May 9%6)

Short Story: Kent Brewster “In the Pound, Near Breaktime” (Tonrrow SF, Oct 95); Esther M. Friesner “A
Birthday” (F&SF, Aug 95); Kathleen Ann Goonan “The String” (F&:SF, Jun 95); Jonathan Lethem “Five
Fucks” (The Wallof the Sky, the Wl of fhe Eye, Oct %) Brace Holland Rogers “These Shoes Strangers Have
Died OF" (Enchanted Forests, DAW, Dec 95); Dean Wesley Smith “In the Shade of the Slowboat Man” (F&SF,

Clarke Award Founder Dies

Dr Maurice Goldsmith died on Saturday 1 March after
a long illness. Dr Goldsmith had a long career in
science, publishing a number of books on the subject
and founding and running the Interational Science
Policy Foundation, a body which lobbied for a more
serious awareness of science in public affairs. In 1984,
Dr Goldsmith approached Arthur C. Clarke with the
idea of founding a science fiction magazine in his
name, but when Clarke turned this notion down the
idea for the Arthur C. Clarke Award was born.
Working with the Science Fiction Foundation and the
BSFA, Dr Goldsmith was instrumental in establishing
the Award. However, the ISPF was rarely able to
provide the requisite two judges every year, so Dr
Goldsmith almost invariably found himself on the
panel of judges and has served in that capacity seven
times, more than anyone else in the history of the
Award. His wife suffered a stroke during 199, and his
final year was spent in looking after her.

— Paul Kincaid

JanS6) y ; 5 STOP PRESS: On 12 March it was announced

» The winners will be announced on 19 April, e el b ingi i

and Blake's Seven, had died. Pull
obituary next issue.

PHILIP K. DICK AWARD SHORTLIST

The Dick Award is presented annually for “
science fiction published in paperback original form in the
United States”, in memory of Philip K. Dick, much of
whose wark appeared in this way. It is sponsored by the
Philadelphia Science Fiction Society and the award
ceremony - which will be held on 26 March at Norwescon
20 in Washington - is sponsored by the NorthWest Science
Fiction Society. The judges this year are T. Jackson King
(chair), Kathieen Ann Goonan, Daniel Marcus, Joseph
Milicia, and Andrew Weiner.

‘The nominees are Kincaid, were:
William Barton The Transmigration of Souls (Warner
Aspect) Congratulations!

Stephen Baxter Tl Tine Ships (HarperPrism)

Michael Bishop At the City Limits of Fate (Edgewood
Press)

George Foy The Shift (Bantam Spectra)

Sarah Zettel Reclamation (Wamer Aspect)

Ashbrook as relevant

Watch for a space a bit farger than this one

The 1996 BSFA Membership Survey

Interim Report And Token Winners
We've had an excellent response to the Membership Survey sent out with the December mailing,
though unfortunately it's somewhat smaller than last time. Altogether we received 175 completed
forms, for which many thanks to all who replied. The three £15 book token winners, drawn by Paul

Mike Taylor - Paul Gorland *

I'd also like to thank those who offered to contribute something to the magazines; details of potential
contributors have been passed on to the editors, and potential reviewers to Paul Kincaid and John

We're now working to get all the data analysed and are aiming to report back in detail soon in Matrix.

Tun Goes To Jub?

Ten years after their last move the monthly London
Circle meetings are looking for a new location. Foll-
owing growing dissatisfaction with the Wellington
pub because of crowding and noise (and the number
of non-fans), various regular attendees have been
scouting out other possible locations. In January
about fifteen people, including BSFA stalwarts Paul
Kincaid, Maureen Kincaid Speller, Mark Plummer,
Tanya Brown, Tony Cullen, Roger Robinson and
Claire Brialey, issued a circular suggesting the nearby
Jubilee as an alternative, which also hosts the monthly
BSFA meetings. On 6 February many duly tumed up
there, and initial reactions were positive. The
landlord, Kevin, was welcoming and is prepared to
hire extra staff and open the upstairs room should
demand warrant it. As the London meetings are not
organised in any formal sense, the final decision rests
with London’s fannish community: vote early, and
vote often!

+ When and Where: Meetings happen on the first
Thursday of the month. Take the northwest exit from
Waterloo Station (marked ‘Exit 6 to South Bank', by
POLICE sign, far right as you face the destination
boards) which leads to a walkway over York Rd,;
don't cross but descend to pavement level and turn
left.

Meredith Macardle

— Claire Brialey, Publicity & Promotions
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CrasH Lanoing? David Cronenberg's fim of J. G. Ballard's
Crash - reviewed in Matnx 123 - has had is UK release delayed
again_ It was ongnally schedued to be shown on 30 January, but
sm from Westminster Councl — who refused to alow the
i 10 be shown without substantial cuts — and calls from Pariament
for fim censor chief James Ferman 1o ether resign or ban the fim
entirely, have put back any possile release unti at least Aprl. What
has happened in Brtain. says Cronenburg. s that the fim has
suddenly become a pawn on many people’s poitical Chessboards’

Afer two criics had aleged tmat the fim breached the Obscene
Publications Act - a serious charge - Ferman said on 9 March that
consultations with legal specialisis were underway. and e was
expecting repots from a soictor., a bamister. and a forensi
psychologist very soon. He aiso noted that the UK was now one o the
few countries i the world which had not shown the fim, and only
minor cuts had been made elsewhere. STOP PRESS Crash
granted 18 certificate, uncut, on 19 March.

MonsTeR STamps Later this year the Royal Mail will be issuing a
set of stamps depicting famous monsters, to be drawn by sf aristlan
Pollock. Featured wil be the Hound of the Baskerviles, Dracula, and
Dr Frankenstein's creaton - the nearsst heyre getting fo
commemorating Mary Shelley's bicentenarythis year

SF FamiLy ForTunes Tad Williams and Deborah Beale have 2
new addition to the famiy: Connor Beale Wiliams was bor on 27 Jan
«Fans Guilia de Cesare and Steve Davis were married in Tasmania
on 18 Jan +Plotia coedtor Alison Scott and Steven Cain
announced the amval of Mariamne Susan Cain on 14 Jan. + Focus
co-editor Carol Ann Green and Steve Kerry are geftng htched on 24
May « TAFF-winer Martin Tudor and wie Helena expect the patter
of alen feet around 10 May.

WhiNG ‘e DRY A new sf partwork is being test-marketed n the
Exeter and Scots Borders areas by Fabbn Publishng ' Brown
Partworks. Each weekly mstaiment comes with an sf novel. the st
has The War of the Worids and {opbonally) a tape of the Orson Weles
broadcast for £299 or £499, bul more modem tes are beng
considered. Contributors include John Clute, Dave Langford and
Brian Stableford

WiReo Ano EmoTionaL The Bitish edtion of the technoculture
magazine Wired has folded, and the March issue wil be the last
Disappointed contrioutors include lain M. Banks. Willam Gibson
Neal Stephenson, Bruce Sterling, Sue Thomas and Chris Priest
On Tue Roap AGAIN Signings and appearances A
Forbidden Planet, 71 New Oxford Shreet, London: Sat 12 Apr 1-2pm
John Clute & John Grant sign The Fantasy Encyclopedia, and
Michael Scott Rohan signs Maxie's Demon, Sat 26 Apr 1-2pm
Stephen Baxter signs copies of Vacuum Diagrarms,

At Andromeda, 2:5 Sufolk St.. Birmingham (0121 643 1999): Sat
12 Apr 12-1pm David Gemmell signs Winter Warnors, Dark Moon:
Sat 19 Apr Stephen Baxter (Vacuum Diagrams), Michael Scott
Rohan (Maxie's Demon) and Freda Warrington (Pagan Moon)

Clive Barker wil be on a brief promotional tour in May. signing
copies of the tenth anniversary edition of Weaveworld, Sacramen,
Milennium, and Forms of Heaven. Hell be at Liverpool (Thu 15 May
7pm at the Everyamn Theatre, in association with Dilons; tel. 0151
70 6861). Manchester (Fri 16 May Tpm at Watersione's; tel. 0161
8321992). and London (Sat 17 May 1pm at Dillons, 19-23 Oford St
tel 0171 434 9759
SkiFFy Swow Satelite TV's Sci Fi' Channel wil launch 2 new
sitantasyhoror magazine program at the end of May. caled
ExtraTerrestrial I was spawned from 2 reviews Web ste that Simon
Ings was putting fogether. and ane of the preserters may be Michael
Marshall Smith

LorsT Ano GornN The ‘Sci-Fi zine Infinity has reportedy folded,
and its sister publication The Dark Side appears 10 be in trouble, with a
number of contributors reporfing non-payment.

Manrs reguiarly occur across the country, selling comics,
trading cards, TV/fim 2ines. posters, books, games and all inds of stA
material. Upcoming events: Birmingham Sat 10 May, Carrs Lane
Church Centre, Carrs Lane, Birmingham. Hull Sun 20 Apr, Comfort
Friendly Inn. Anlaby Rd. Hull Leeds Sats 5 Apr and 24 May, Leeds
Metropoltan University, Brunswick Hall Merion Way, Leeds
Leicester Sun 27 Apr, YMCA, Granby ., Leicester. Manchester Sat
3 May, Sacha's Hotel, Tiob St Piccadly, Manchester, Newcastle Sat
26 Apr, Universily of Northumbria SU_Ballroom, Sandylord Rd.,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Nottingham Sats 29 Mar and 17 May, Victoria
Lessure Centre, Geding St Nottingham. Sheffield Sat 19 Apr, Main
Hall Sheffeld Hallam Urniversity, Howard St, Shatfeld
Contact: Golden Orbit 18 Oak Tree Way, Strensal. York, Y03 5TF

BSFA Awards Presente

The February BSFA London Meeting at the Jubilee
Tavern near Waterloo provided a suitable venue for |
the presentation of the 1995 BSFA Awards

The Awards had been announced at Novacon
last November (see Matrix 122), but since none of
the reapients had been present it was decaded to
stage a separate awards ceremony at a later date
The awards this year consisted of colourful slices of
rock mounted upon a solid wooden base. Paul |
Kincaid, who had stepped in as Awards ‘
Administrator at the last minute, rose from his
sickbed to make the presentations to Stephen
Baxter, for his novel The Time Ships and Brian
Stableford, for his novella “The Hunger and
Ecstasy of Vampires”. Jim Burns, who won the Best
Artwork Award for the cover of Colin Greenland's
Seasans of Plonty, had falen victim to the same lurgi
that had afflicted Paul Kincaid and was unable to
attend, but his presentation will be made during
the 199 BSFA Awards ceremony at Eastercon.

Following the presentation, Stephen and Brian
conducted a lively discussion about awards and the
state of science fiction today, in front of a large and
enthusiastic audience that included Christopher
Priest. Dave Langford and Molly Brown among
others. Prompted by chairman (and London Meet-
g orgamser) Paul Hood, for mstance. Brian Stable-
ford revealed that this was the first award he had
ever received for hus fiction. Stephen Baxter, on the
other hand, has already won the John W. Campbell
Memonial Award and the Kurt Lasswitz Award for
The Time Ships, but said how pleased he was to
receive this recognition for the book from a British
audience. This led to a discussion of the differing
responses towards Stephen’s work in Britain and
America. Later Brian brought the discussion round

reports
to the state of the genre today, declaring
lugubriously that science fiction was as good as
dead. Naturally this provoked a sharp response
from the audience, but despite the debate going
back and forth for some time no one could really
amass any solid evidence to refute his argument
The discussion ranged far and wide and went on
considerably longer than is usual for these eve-
nings, 5o that your reporter, seeking his sickbed
once more, had to leave long before the evening
wound to a close. That meant [ missed not only the
famous BSFA raffle but also the announcement of
forthcoming attractions. Nevertheless, on the evid-
ence of February’s crowded and entertaining event,
future speakers are sure to have a very good time,
— Paul Kincaid

London

Meetings

The BSFA's London Meetings are held on the fourth
Wednesday of every month in the upstaits room of the
Jubdlee Tavern. Wateroo, on the south bank of the Thames
between Walerioo and Westminster Bridges. The nezresl
stations are Waterioo (mainine or

Westmnster (Underground) ~ see “Tun Goes To Jub?" m
page 3 lor precise detais of how o find it Events are

able 1o point us 0ut 0 you. There s no charge and meetings
are open to members and non-members
Future guests incude: 23 April Colin Greenland; 24 June
Dianna Wynne Jones. Note there is no meeting in May as
it coincides wih the Athur C. Clarke Award
Contacts: Paul Hood on 01621 816440

Mark Plummer on 0181 656 0137

BSFA Awards Reshuffle

Due to continued il-health, Kev McVeigh has
decided that he has to reduce his commitments and
50 has stepped down as Administrator of the BSFA
Awards, a post he took on last May. For many
years Kev has been a strong supporter of the
BSFA. notably serving as Vector editor for some
years, and I'm sure you'll join me in thanking him
for all his work and wishing him a speedy recovery.
Paul Kincaid has stepped in as pro fem Awards |
Administrator, and will organise this year's voting ‘
and ceremony - for books published in 1996 - at
Eastercon in Liverpool. |

Nominations for the 1997 Awards are now open,
for books published this year. The nomination
process is continous, and we need your
suggestions! So it youve read a novel or short
story, or seen a piece of artwork which has
appeared since January and is deserving of
nomination, let us know! More specifically, let Paul
know: you can nominate as many different items as
you like, and as soon as some votes come in we'll
print the details in Matrix.

Send your nominations to:

Paul Kincaid, 60 Bounemouth Road, Folkestone,
Kent, CT19 5AZ

Tel: 01303 252939

Email: mks_pkecix.compulink.co.uk

BSFA Mailings

again.

email -

As you will have seen from the mailshot in February, the last mailing had a few
problems. What appears to have happened is that a proportion of the labels sent to
our mailing company went missing after they arrived, and from your responses to
our letter we deduced that those who didn't get mailings had names beginning with
the late Gs to the early Ms. Steps have been taken to ensure this doesn't happen

If you were affected, please accept our humble apologies. If you still haven't
received the last mailing, please contact Paul Billinger (by letter, fax, phone or
see page 2 for the addresses) and we'll get one off to you.




New SF Course At Reading University

Reading University has announced the UK's second sf
postgraduate course, entitled “MA in Science Fiction
Histories, Texts, Media”. The first students will start in
October 1997, and applications are welcome. You will
normally need a good first degree in a relevant subject
(eg. Cultural Studies, English, Film and Drama, History,
Media Studies, or other Humanities subject), though
applicants with science or sodal science backgrounds will
be considered, as will those with “non-traditional
qualifications at an appropriate level”

The course is full-time for a year or part-time over two
years. It's multi-disciplinary, and areas covered include
critical and genre theory, sf and Utopian thought, feminist
theory, film theory, sf in popular culture, counter-factuals
and altemative history, sf and fantasy for young people,
and sf on Bntish television. Tutors include Professor
Edward James, the Director of the course (and editor of
Foundation) and Protessor Patrick Parnnder, author of a
number of critical works on sf, notably on H. G. Wells,

The net is seen as a central resource for the course. “All
students will be expected to be, or to become, famuliar
with the use of email and the World Wide Web. Through
email, they will be able to observe and take part in the
debates that happen on mailing lists such as ‘sf-lit’ and
uk-sf-books’, and to communicate with other sf scholars
around the world. Through the Web they will have access

to 2 vast array of research resources in the field of written
and media sf.”

Contact: Professor Edward James, Department of History
University of Reading, Whiteknights, Reading, RG6 6AA
Tel: 01734 263047

Email: £.F . Janesgreading. ac.uk

Web: http://www.rdg.ac.uk/~1hsjamse/sfma. |

* ALSO OF INTEREST is the MA in Writing offered by
Nottingham Trent University, where the course leader is sf
writer Sue Thomas (who last appeared here reviewing
Stephen Baxter's net novel Irina, i Matrix 122), Though
not wholly devoted to sf, Sue’s involvement means that
the course contains significant genre interest; recent guest
lecturers have included Gwyneth Jones, Graham Joyce and
Sarah LeFanu. Again, there’s considerable emphasis on
the net, in the form of the ‘tRace’ writing and technology
research  project, in which Sue has substantial
involvement. You'll need to provide a sample of your
writing and an account of your approach to writing
Contact: Postgraduate Admunistrator, Postgraduate School
Office, Faculty of Humanities, Nottingham Trent
University, Clifton Campus, Clifton Lane, Nottingham,
NG118NS

Email: ens3thosasjentu. ac. uk

Web: http://hunan/ntu.ac. uk/foh/pg/mawrit. htal

Pratchett Marooned

Terry Pratchett received the ultimate honour on 9 February
when he appeared on Radio 4's Desert Isiand Discs.

His eight records were:

« Berlioz, Symphonie Fantastique: LSO, Goosens

*| have to say that | listen to all music as if it was pop
music. 've always known what | liked, but never known
much about it. But the first time | heard Symphonie
Fantastique | got that icy shiver which tells me that I'm
listening to good music

« Steeleye Span, “Thomas the Rhymer" (from Now We
Are Six)

“I've always been a bit of a folkie. The first folk album | |

ever bought was a Steeleye Span one, and I've collected
everything of theirs ever since. And | was particularly
thriled when | heard their version of “Thomas the

Rhymer”, where Thomas the Bard is taken away by the

Queen of the Elves.”
« Bernard Miles, “The Race for the Rhinegold Stakes™
(Wagner's “Ride of the Valkyries® with horse-racing
commentary.) “I heard this record when | was about 11 or
12, and it is probably one of the ancestors of Discworld.
It's a beautifully drawn-out joke.”

+Mozart, “Voi Que Sapete™ from The Marriage of
Figaro: Petra Lang, Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra,
Harnoncourt
“..... you get that white-hot fine searing across your brain,

and you know you are hstemng o genius.”

* Meatioaf, “Bat Out of
“1 was driving along the molomay. this came on, and by
the time it was over | was considerably further along the
motorway and wasn't quite certain how I'd got there.”
« Catarro, “Silk Road”
(Theme from TV series The Silk Road.) *I remember sitting
down one day, putting the CD on, and just sitting back and
for three quarters of an hour | simply unravelled”
« Icehouse “Great Southern Land"
“It took me a long time to discover this, but | love deserts.
Three or four years ago | went on holiday to Australia, and
[this ] the piece of music which says ‘Australia’ to me."
«Vivaldi, "Summer" from The Four Seasons: Itzhak
Perlman, Israel Philharmonic
“There's a point in ‘Summer' where [Periman] makes the
violin sing like an angel and then curse like a demon. | got
into Vivaldi just because of a few notes of music.”

If he could only take one record it would be the first,
Steeleye Span's “Thomas the Rhymer". The book he
chose to accompany the tradiional Bible and
Shakespeare would be a title like Edible Plants of the
South Seas: *| know you disapprove, but I'm a fairly
practical person and | realise that behind every plant that
wenoweamefeareallmeunsungmvemmmatpvwed
that the other ones were poisonous.

His luxury was New York's Chrysler Building, built in
1930: “Cheating, | know . . . a marvellous piece of Gothic
art deco, with eagle's heads and gargoyles just this
marvelious silver creation, it's the ultimate skyscraper.”

« Thanks to Elizabeth Billinger

== Scribble, Scribble, Scribble

| ~Ken MacLeod's thrc novel will b called The Cassini Division. and Legend fiope 10 getf out in Noverber. Is set in the same fuure
history as the Clarke-ominated The Star Fraction and is follow-up The Sione Cana.though lie the it a fuly independent nove!. London

is in ruins, and a woman sent to deal with a nanotech spil there gets involved in the spiralling conspiracies around her own anarchist

sociely. the enigmatically hostle post-numan cwvilsalion around Jupter, and the Cassini Division, Eari's defence against . . K. Malley - a
physicist mentioned in the previous books and respansible for both working out the Theory of Everything and disproving it - comes onstage
in this book, and suspects the fast folks vitual worlds may not be as threatening o humaniy as they appear. But Earth is now

overpopulated and something has to give

+ Greg Bear's next novel - peviouslyted County o the Mind and orginally scheduled fo lastyear - has been both delayed and reted

It's now called Slant and will be out from Legend in June.
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Clive Barker TV Deal

Mxm fantasy novefis Clive Barker's Seraphim

3 of a number of
Universal  Studios’ influential and fondy-
remembered 19505 s B-movies. died in Los
Angeles on 6 menry 1997. He was 87, and

leaves a sor gm
In 1953 ay Bradbury's story “The
ol o o e Cant Fom tor Space

though Bradbury's own screen reatment was e
major source - which subversively (fr the imes)
depicted is shapeshifting aliens n a largely sym-
pathetic way. It was the first wide-screen film shot
in 30_ The following year he co-wrote The Crea-
ture From the Black Lagoan, aiso made i 3,
which became archetypal of the ‘creature fea-
tures’ that were 5o prevalent in the subsequent
decade. Again the treatment of the ‘Gil Man' has
some ambiguity and fichness.

Bom in New York, Essex wrole for the theatre

Desperate
and, in 1950, Frightened Ciy, a Typhoid Mary’
story in which smalipox is unwitingly spread in
New York by a smuggler. release was delayed
for a year due 10 a ciash with 20th Century Fox's
simiarly-plotted Panc in the Streets. He aiso dir-
ected occasionally (including 1, the Juy, a not-
bl Sl rc ot My Syll's vl

wrote a number of Westem scripts, and in the
fate 505 and 60s tumed to i, incung
Uniouchables. — Chris Terran

2661 e /0w

T

Professor Edward James reports that he and
Farah Mendlesohn recently returned from a visi
fo the Modem Language Association’s
conference in Washington OC, held antisocialy
between 27 and 31 Dec 1996 This is one of the
biggest academic conferences, with over 12,000
delegates. They were there prmarly as Editor
and Assistant Editor of Foundation, and as
reresentatives of the Science Fiction Founda-
tion, to meet with the editors and organisers of

Many thanks to
Ron Bennett, Eiizabeth Billnger,
Birmingham SF Group, Claire
Brialey, Andrew M. Butler, Andy Cox,
Tony Cullen, Gary Dalkin. Mike Don,
Jo Fletcher, Penny Hil, Edward
James, John Jarrold, Steve Jeffery,
Paul Kincaid, Dave Langford, Peter-
borough SF Club, Mark Plummer,
Sue Thomas, and Mark Ziesing
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—recent & forthcoming books

Orbit

Including Warner Litte. Brown

ORBIT]

7 Jack Deighton A Son of the Rock (@ 6 Feb, £5.99 pb. 374pp) — Debut novel from a

Scottish writer whose short fiction has appeared in Interzone and New Worlds. lan McDonald
says the novel is “hewn from solc, livng stuf 1 makes you take & long, cool ook at our cool
coolworld. s a rara avs, a truly Scotish f novel, that makes subtle but profound statements
about colonialism, poitical and cultural. But it the characters that give tis book fts nner
stiength. Real people. real dlemmas, real emotions.” On a desolate miring planet, Sonny
lives on a hil, an old man when all others use the youth drug Euthol. A mining engineer and
his gifiend encounter him, and a strange ménage develops. Bleak but sexy, and
recommended.

L. E. Modesitt Jr Fal of Angels (@ 6 Feb; £6.99 pb, 560pp; £16.99 hb) — Fantasy. Prequel
1o the ‘Recluce’ series.

FJohn Clute & John Grant (eds ) The Encyciopedia of Fantasy (@ 3 Apr; £45.00 hb, 992pp)

—The sibing volume to the Encyclopedia of Science Ficton. This needs no recommendation
from me: s, quite simply, essential. The book will be launched shortly before the publcation
date at Eastercon n Liverpool, and copies will be avalable there.

Jonathan Wylie Across the Flame (3 Apr: €6.99 pb, 376pp) — Fantasy. “A young arist is
haunted by a strange figure from an old painting. She realises that he is a powertul magician,

trapped nside the portrait for centuries.”
Michael Scott Rohan Marie's Demon (@ 3 Apr: £6.99 pb, 369pp + appx) — Humorous
alchemical fantasy in which a smal-ime crook crashes a stolen Ferrar and stumbles into
the Spiral,a ime-space whirlpool which whips him to 16th century Prague

& Gregory Bentord Foundation's Fear (@ May: £16.99 hb) — First of three new novels from
various authors based on Isaac Asmov's ‘Foundation'seris, This one “is set at the ime
when Hari Seldon is developing his theory of psychohistory nto a science which will make i
possble o predict futue events on a galacic scae. I's a biant thiler of pofical ntigue,
addng some fascinating new elements 1o Asimov's grand vision', including, perhaps,
resolving the inconsistencies wih current thinking on complex and chaotic systems,
including social and pofical ones
David Brin & Gregory Benford Heart of the Comet (May (R 1986); £6.99 pb) — Nicsly
timed for Hale-Bopp, here's a reissue of the agreeaby sily and enjoyable space adventure
set on Halley's Comet during it next return in 2061, Beautiul scientist siranded on comet!
Sime monsters! Ray guns!l! Alldone with the poest of faces.

cGarry Kilworth The Princely Fower (@ May; £16.99 hb) — Book 2 of ‘The Navigator
Kings',  fantasy series based on Polynesian ife and myths. This “follows Kieto and his
friends as they embark on an incredble voyage of dscovery. Pursued by seaaiies,
vengeul gods, power-hungry priests and a murderously angry son, confronfing ther worst
fears and supernatural horrors, they inal face the wrath of the mighty Maori”
Garry Kilworth The Roof of Voyaging (May; £5.99 pb) — Precursor o the above,

lain M. Banks Excession (May; £6.99 pb) — Paperback of Banks's splendid new Cuture
novel. Recommended.

Including Millennium, Phoenix, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, Dent

ORION

7 Greg Egan Diaspora (Millennium: @ Feb; £16.99 hb, £9.99 tp) — No further information

about this at press-ime, but a new novel by Egan is now a major event, and is not to be
missed.

Mickey Zucker Reichert Prince of Demons (@ Feb; £16.99 hb, £9.99 tp, 576pp) — Fantasy,
the fitth ‘Renshai’ novel.

FPaul M. Sammon Future Noi: The Making of Bade Rumner (@ Feb; £17.99 b, 464pp) —

Norficton. Hundreds of hours of interviews with all the key players involved in making the
Key st fim of the last wenty years

Michael Moorcock The New Nature of the Catastrophe (Feb; £6.99 po)

Richard White (ed) King Arthur n Legend and History (Dent: @ Feb: £20.00 hb, 400pp) —
Anth.of Arthurian texts, many translated info Englsh fo th firsttme.

Keith Thomas Relgion and the Deciie of Magic (Weidereld & Nicolson: Mar; £22.00 hb,
736pp) — Non-icon, Classic 1971 acaount of “why astrology. wichratt. magical healing,
Gvination. ancient prophecies, ghosts and faries were all aken serously by Engishmen of
the 16th and 17th centuries. and how and why this changed

FcHarry Harrison The Stainless Steel Rat Goes to Hell (@ 17 Mar: £16.99 hb, 244pp) — The

Ra tackles a religious cult which has kidhapped Angelina. Stars off at Harrison's usual
pell-mel rate. cheertully trampling defenceless commas info submission, but gets bogged
down in a ot oftoing and froing signfing nothing much t all for the certral portion of the
bock. And Jim's going corporatel He actually calson the Merines for help:he must be geting
old. Promising early digs at Scientologists and cults fizzle out into a standard Harrison
loony-villin chase, though there's some entertainment along the way. In May Orion are re-
issuing th frs two Rat tales, The Stainiess Steel Rat and The SSR's Revenge - see below.
Mercedes Lackey & Larry Dixon The Siver Gryphon (Mar; £5.99 pb) — Fantasy.

 James Buxton The Wishing Tree (Mar; £4.99 pb) — First-rate horror novel. Something nasty

in Epping Forest ... Recommended.

@Lucius Shepard Bamacle Bil the Spacer and Other Stories (@ 17 Mar; £16.99 b, £9.99 .

292pp) — Coll. of Shepard's recent short fiction, al frst published in Asimov’s Playboy and
Omni. As well as the Nebula-winning tile story, it also includes *A Litfle Night Music”, “The
Beast of the Hearlland’, Al the Perfume in Avaby’, *Human History’, “The Sun Spider” and
“Sports in America’. Shepard's biographical nofe s .. well, he *had his education beaten nto
him by his father: and by the age of five he was reading Shakespeare. He flew helicopters in
Vietnam, an experience he will not talk about; has experienced the dark descent of running

cocaine over various north and south American borders; then settied down into years of
extensive travel He is currently ftly resident in Seattle.” Tales both Subte and lurid, sad
and buoyart, and your editors choice tis issue. Its only marred by being printed sans serif
(yes, like this; but 'm not alone in preferring serifed text in books)

Kristine Kathryn Rusch The Fey: fival (@ Apr; £16.99 hb, £9.99 tp, 576pp) — Fantasy.
third volume on the ‘Fey’ sequence.

Stephani Perry Allns: The Labyrint (7 Apr; £4.99 pb, 216pp)

e Bruce Sterling (ed.) The Murder Network (€ Apr; £16.99 hb, £9.99 tp, 5120p) — Anth. of
stories (some original) based around cybercuiture, computers and fobats from Stephen
King, Phiip K. Dick, Gre Bear, Wiliam Gibson and others. Introduction by Stering
Michael Moorcock The Prince With the Siver Hand (7 Apr;£6.99 pb, 440pp)

James Bibby Ronan’s Rescue (7 Apr; £4.99 pb, 252pp) — Humorous fantasy.

K. W. Jeter Biade Runner 3: Replicant Night (May; £5.99 pb) — Sequel to Edge of Human
Here Jeter engages in a typically Dickian realty sip, in which Deckard sels his story to a
movie director and watches his life retold as the film is shot.

Lee Smolin The Lite of the Cosmos (Weidenfeld & Nicolson: @ May; £20.00 hb, 320pp) —
Speculative cosmology fom & US physicist n which he suggests thatthe universe may be
evolving fike a living creature. Cosmologist Paul Davies says: “this provocative book
merges key elements of Einstein and Dawin in a breathtaking syrthesis. The resul is
nothingless than a radically new view of the cosmos and our place within it "

Harry Harrison The Stainless Steel Rat (May (R 1961); €499 pb) — Over 35 years old,
and stil hugely enjoyable,

Harry Hartison The Stainless Steel Rat's Revenge (May (R 1970}; £4.99 pb) — Second
adventure of Slippery Jim diGriz

Tricia Sullivan Someane o Watch Over Me (Milennium: @ May; £16.99 hb, £9.99 tp,
320pp) — From the author of Lethe comes a story which sounds reminiscent of D. G
Compton's wondertul The Continuous Katherine Mortenhoe: a woman helps a beaten man
outside Zagreb station, and he turns out to be a ‘rans', implanted with equipment which
enables someane else to experience everyting he does.

Yvonne Navarro Music of the Spears (Millennium: @ May; £16.99 b, 288pp) — Latest
Alens books taken from the Dark Horse comics.

Sarah Ash Songspinners (May; £4.99 pb)

James Bibby Ronan's Revenge (Milennium: @ May; £16.99 hb, £9.99 tp, 320pp) —
Latest instalment in the humourous fantasy series.

Michael Moorcock Legends From the End of Time (Jun; £6.99 pb)

e James Buxton Pity (Milennium: € Jun; £16.99 hb, 3520p) — Follow-up to the extremely
effective dark fantasy The Wishing Tree. A hauntecHhouse story setin Bermondsey.
Thomas Richards The Myths and Legends of Star Trek (@ Jun; £12.99 hb, 176pp) —
Apparently reveals the Secret origins of Trek storylines in ancient epics, tradiional
romances and fok tales, from which Gene Rodenbery ricked his ideas. “Easly the most
cerebal s show on television” says the PR, Well (—my hat, | never knew that.

pb = paperback; hb = hardback; tp = trade paperback; pp = extent
ill. = illustrated; ed. = edited; R (x) = reissue / reprint (first publication date)
coll. = story collection (same author); anth. = anthology (different authors)

7% = Highlight <& = Edtor's choice @ = First UK edion

Treat future dates with caution. All unquoted remarks by Chris Terran.
Quoted comments are from publishers' material - caveat emptor!

thryn Rusch The Fey: Changeling (Jun; £5.99 pb)

John Barnes Apocalypses and Apostrophes (Millennium: © Jul; £16.99 hb, £9.99 tp,
256pp) — Coll. from one the best US st writers, including some new material. “Some of the
stoies depict the end of the world, some re speeches addressed to a non-existent being
or something which cannot understand human speech.

Nathan Archer Cold War (Millennium: @ Jul;£16.99 hb, 304pp) — Latest Predator’ie-in
Mary Corran Darkfel (Jul; £4.99 pb)

7 Stephen Baxter Guliverzone (@ Ju; £9.99 b, £2.99 pb, 112pp) — Baxter’ frst young
acklt book concers three children in a virual realty themepark based on Guliver's
Travels, and their struggle with the Liliputians. This is the first of six nked novels using the
World Wide Web as a stating point th second i
Stephen Bowkett Dreamcastie (@ Jul; £9.99 hb, £2.99 pb, 112pp) — A VR-based D&D
game on the WWW goes wrong




Including HarperCollins. Flamngo. Fontana

James Van Hise The Unautnorzed Trekkers Guie to The Next Generation and Deep Space
Nine (@ 3 Feb: £599 pb) — Follow-up o Trek: The Unauthonzed A-Z and I'm not saying 3

word
Easton Royce The X-Fies: Vollage (@ 3 Feb: €339 pb) — A man appears to have mental

c»unm-m;mnm[mmmwm) Special 10th anniversary edtion of
y, with 2
Rayms FmRagmaDe«megtOanswmawpm—fmsyvdm
310 The Serpentwar Saga
7cKim Stanley Robinson Biue Mars (7 Aor £6.99 pb) —
triogy.

Third voiume of Robinsoni's ‘Mars’

Alison The Road and the rils (21 Apr. £5.99 pb) — Fantasy, Vol. 1 ot 'A Wak
the Dark’ The Fantasist Formeriy Known As Spedding was bom in the UK but now Fves in

John Pritchard The Witching Hour (@ 21 Apr. £5.99 pb) — Third horror novel from 2
mmuammmmwgemsmwnmwdmm
imberto Eco The Search fo the Perfect Language (Apr; £7.99 pb, c400pp) — Non-icton

control over elecincal actvity.
Les Martin The X-Files EBE (@ 3 Mar. £3.99 pb) —

Enttylands
ina UFQ in the Middee East
Robin Hobb Royal Assassin (3 Mar. £5.99 pb) — Paperback of volume 2 of the ‘Farseer
Trilogy ;the nex is:

Robin Hobb Assassin’s Quest (@ 3 Mar, £16.9 hb, ca00pp) — Final volume ofthe ‘Farseer
Triogy. though Hobb is now working on on a new series et i the same worid
Colin Greenland The Plnty Principle (@ 17 Mar, £5.99 pb) — Col. including 2 long, new
Tabitha Jute story, Greenland’s takes on Sandman, Efic, and Luther Arkwright, and oher shorls
in various genres

AePhilip K. Dick We Can Buid You (17 Mar (R 1972); £5.99 pb) — Orignally pubished as A
Lincon, Simulacrum. Two typicaly Dickian entrepeners buid recreations of Lincon and Edwin
M Stanon, s Sty ofWar. Tt 0. cassic Dk el in P, Exenay frny and

el Gaiman & Euxr-m (eds) msmman Book of Dreams (@ 17 Mar; £5.99 pb) —
of stories based on Gaiman's “Sandman’ comic: contributors include Colin Greenland, sxemen
King, Ciive Barker, Tad Wiliams, Gene Wofte, Ton Amos (1), Barbara Hambly and otners
FeArthur C. Clarke 3001 The Last Odyssey (@ 20 Mar; £16.99 hb. c400pp) — The final
Odyssey book, allegedly. in which Frank Poole - killed by HAL en roufe to Jupter -
resurrected, and The hght of Lucier [the name by which the ignied Jupter is known) is
extngushed  and for the second time in four millon years. the Monoith awakes. The imtiess
power of an aben technology has decided what part humaniy must piay in the evolution of the
galazy, whether @ wants 10 or not” The paperback wil be publshed n Dec 97. dlong wih
ressues of 2010and 2061 (though nct 2001. presumably HarperColing dont have the rignts)
Susan Sheels-Pyenson & Lewis Pyenson The Fontana History of Scence in Sooely
(Fontana: @ Mar. £12.99 pb. 512pp i) — Non-fiction. Examines the interplay of scence with
society, refigion. and democracy.
Steve Jones In the Bood (Flamingo: Mar: £3.99 pb. 320pp ) — Norfction rom the fie
populariser of science, subftied ‘God. Genes and
Carpenter The Inklngs (Mar. £7.99 pb. W)—Pmutmssuedcapuws
hmwd(mgmwOﬂwdmmM:MmYm
Shea Unity (HarperColins: @ Mar; £15.99 hd, 272pp) — Near future poitcal triler
lm the former dpiomat and Press Secretary to the Queen. s four e e Scotland
. and it is stugging. A wordwide recession has brought mass
w\empwmml and led to growing civlunvest - the Scottish economy is collapsing. [No change
there ] But not by acudsm the iscntent i being delberately rchestatedaspart o  covrt
e AUS-based I atapiice
Anonymous Tom Clnncys o;»Cennz Acts of War (HarperCollns: @ Mar; £5.99 pb, 400pp) —
Techno-thrller.‘Created by" Clancy and Steve Pieczenk, the actual witr is uncredited
Lawrence M. Krauss The Physics of Star Trek (Flamingo: Mar; £6.99 pb, 206pp) — Non-fcton
(sort of) from a physics professor. Foreword by Stephen Hawking
Les Martin The X-Fils: Die, Bug, Die! (@ 7 Apr. €3 99 pb) — Kiler cockroaches infest a small

FeDouglas E. Winter (ed) Milennium (@ 24 Apr. £16.93 hb, c400pp) — A ‘wraparound
novella’ by Clive Barker frames a series of stoies set in the decadss of the tweniieth century.
Contributors incude Joe R. Lansdale. F. Paul Wikson, Poppy Z. Brite, Whitley Streber,
Ramsey Campbe, and others.

7 Stephen Baxter Vacuum Diagrams (HarperColins: @ 24 Apr; £16.99 hb, c400pp) —

Baxter's "Xeelee" short sories, mostly published i Interzone.
Brian Lumley rian Lumiey's Mythos Omnibus, Vol. 1 (HarperColins: Apr £6.99 pb, 688pp)
— The first volume cf Lunley's additions to the Cthuhy Mythos; contains The Burowers
Beneath, The Transition of Titus Crow, and The Clock of Dreams. The second volume wil be
ssued in June.

7 elanie McGrath Hard, Soft and Wet (HarperCollns: Apr; £16.99 hb, 320pp) — Nonfiction
Investigation into workdwide cyberculture and its associated lfestyles: road protesters, virus
witers, technomads (nice phrase!). neo-Luddites, ambient DJs, email junkies and so forth
McGrath s Briish. and i the course of wiing this ravelled widely: London, San Francisco,
Wales, New York. Singapore. Moscow. Prague, Berin, Reykjavix. Worth investgatin
Brian Lumley Bran Lumiey's Mythos Omnibus, Vol 2 (HarperColins: Apr, £6 99 pb. 656pp)
— The second voiume of Lumiey's additions o the Cthubu Mythos: contains Spawn of the
Winds, In the Moons of Borea, and Elysial

7 Philip K. Dick Do Ancroids Dream of Electric Sheep? (6 May (R 1368). £5.95 pb) —

‘scheduled to produce (and might

Coll. of

mmmmuw(swy £5.99 pb) — Fantasy, MBGMW

*Siw.llklm This Day A¥ Gods Dee (19 May. Ef”w) §t, §tth and final volume in

the Gap' series.
lnlchﬂmkh_;:(‘ﬂhyﬁ%w} Coll of Asimov's fantasy stories
Christie Dickason Quicksiver (HarperColiins: @ May. £16.39 hb, 320pp) — Werewoll
Gothic fantasy setin 1 y and Holland, with the emerging
at RSC)
resident n London

Richard Fortey Life An Unauthonized Biography (HarperCalins: €@ May; £20.00 hb, 416pp
il ) — The history of the first 4 billion years of the Earth.

Barbara Hambly The Mother of Winter (@ 2 Jun; £5.99 pb) — Fourth (sic} volume in the
‘Darwath’ trilogy

Stephen Lawhead Byzantium (2 Jun; £6.99 pb) — Fantasist Lawhead has moved from
Chistan publishing ouse Lion, and this stand-alone volume tels of a novice In Ireland
chosen to accompany a smal band of monks defverng the Book of Kels o the Pope.

Kevin J. Anderson Ciimbing Olympus (16 Jun; £6.99 pb) — A slighty late Mars book, in
which Man Plussed humans have to terraform the planet - but tisis suicce for them.

Eric Lustbader Dragons on the Sea of Night (@ 16 Jun; £16.99 hb) — Erotic fantasy.

Kate Wilhelm Maice Prepense (HarperColins: @ Jun: €5.99 pb. 352pp) — Associational

o Non-sf courtroom thriler
\V/ what he's been caying. “Fastion and fast cars, computers, biotechnoiogy and the Easter
European Mafia” and more.

e GO/l Duane Franklet Bad Memory (@ Apr £15.99 hb, 384pp) — Techno-triler by 2 Houston-
fesident systems analyst about 3 large computer company subject to extorbon from a hacker
who' nfirated he network

Incudivg Via, indk Thomas Tessier Apr: £16.99 hb, 256pp)

Isaac Asimov Robot Dreams (Vista: 20 Feb (R 1986); £5.99 pb)

Isaac Asimov Robot Visons (Vista: 20 Feb (R 1990}, £5.98 pb)

Stephen King, Dan Simmons & George R. R. Martin Dark Visons (Vsta- 20 Feb; £5.99 pb)

Arthur . Clarke impesial Eart (Vista: 20 Feb (R 1975}, £4.99 pb)

mu&mmmwwzowm%) £5.99 pb) — Reissue.
m&«wﬂrvm © 20 Mar; £5.99 pb, S76pp) — Third in the

Arbur . ke 1 The Fountains of Paradise (Vista: 20 Mar (R 1973): £4.99 pb) — Reissue of
Clarke's ‘space elevator book, set mosty in Taprobane, a ighty disguised (and moved south a
bit) Sr Lanka.
Gregory Benford In the Ocean of Night (Vsta: 20 Mar (R 1977); £5.99 pb) — Reissue of the
first ‘Walmsley'book
Peter James Geting Wired! (@ Mar; £3.99 pb, 128pp il) — A TechnoTerrors' tory, the first
chicren's book from Brighton resident James, bette known for near-uture thrillrs such as The
emist. A group of chicken decide o get Big Bertha, thei school's ancient computer, on to

the Interet lusrated by Derek Brazel.

7M. John Harrison Signs of Lite (@ Apr; £16.99 hb, 256ipp) — *An up-o-the-minute romantic
thrillr set in London and Budapest about a courie for the genetics industy and his refatonship
wilh Isabel, who wants to fly. She takes a new DNA-based genetic treatment, and Mick lears

Peter Dickinson "EUWITWSWWMIWM(OM’H‘”
hb, |m)—mwumumwm

. £450 5o, 24059 1
May; £4.99 pb) —
updatd edionof e anorsk guce
Steve Harris The (@ Jul; £16.99 ho)
m&ummmﬁnfam(vm May, £5.99 pb) — Four noveletes.
End (Vista: My, £5

prmm(m)uammmmemwm oJm.mm)—'mmm
experiences from Stephen King, Vincent Prce, James Herbert, Ramsey Campbell and other
masters of horror.” The writers reveal how their encounters with the supematural are reflected
in thei ficton.
Susanna Kearsley The Shadowy Horses (@ Jun; £15.99 hb) —
archeological dign the Ninth Legion, This
book; the first, Mariana, won the Catherine Cookson Fiction Prize.
Tim Earnshaw Helium (@ Jun; 9.9 pb) — A “comedy of weightlessness’ in which a fock
musican's sudden lihtness of step becomes a mater of reat interest fo NASA. Eamshaw's
first novel.

aret Wels & Don Perrin Hung Out (@ Jul; £15.99 hb) —
Black Earth' series.

Timesip fantasy about an
sthird

Third in the ‘Knights of the
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| 7 Tad Williams Otheriand (Legend

The Rest

Gerrit L. Verschuur Impact! The Threat of Comets and Asteroids (OUP: @ Jan: £16.99 b

224pp i) — Timely (gven the number of upcoming fims on the subject) non-fiction look at past

impacts and the possibiliies and consequences of future ones

L. Frank Baum The Wonderful Wizard of Oz Word's Classics: Jan; £4.99 pb. 160pp ill) — New

edtion edied by Susan Wolstenholme. with the original llustrations and criical essays on the

book and the fim

Carol Zaleski The Life of the Worid to Come (OUP: @ J:

rationally and morally entitled o believe in e after death””

© 2 Jan: £16.99 hb)
o 8 Seias oK

—Are we

14.99 hb, 112pp it

— Nearhut
books. Tad

re s from the noted

says: *So far my only

fantasist. set largely in

real unhappiness about the book is th

TWO midde books. Gack No one sensible ikes 10 wi
The Shap

oyously invent
Jonathon Gems Mars O Fev
scriptwriter, according t0 John Ashbrook “even funve than th
Thomas Nagel The Last Word (OUP- @ Feb; £16.99 hb, 160pp) — A defence of reason
rom a leading philosopher, “Geivering systematic rebutals of relatvisic claims with
age. logic, science, and ethics”. Has Einstein heard?

subjectv

respect o
| FeSir Fred Hoyle Home is Where the Wind Blows (OUP: Feb; £12.99 tp, 448pp) — Autobiography

of the controversial astrophysicist (and st writer, of course). A challenge: wrie a capsule review
of this without using the words bluft Yorkshireman' or a cricket metaphor.

Andrew Harman A Mdsummer Night's Gene (Legend: @ 6 Feb: £4.99 pb) — Humorous
fantas

lhggsye Furey The Sword of Flame (Legend: & Feb; £16.39 hb R) — Fantasy, finale to the
wellreceived ‘Adefacts of Power series. Furey will be touring to promte this

Robert Jordan Conan the Magnificent (Legend: 6 Feb; £4.99 pb) — Heroic fantasy.

Ayn Rand Atias Shrugged (Signet: Feb (R 1957); £6.99 pb) — Reissue of an enormous s! novel
from the founder of Objectvist philosophy (read ‘selfishness’). Rand is regaining some
pemicious influence in the US i the form of the right-wing miitia movement. She has said ‘My
personal Ife is a postscript to my novels: i consists of the sentence: ‘And | mean it~

Charlatte Dacre Zofloya or The Moor (Worlds Classics: Mar: £5.99 pb. 304pp) — First edition
for nearly 200 years of Dacre's obscure Gothic tale set in 15 century Venice, Scandalous when
firs published. i “challenges the received idea of the Gothic genre's representation of passive,
victimised womer|

S Macmillan / Pan
Y ,IOI_ Paper Tiger
2 Bantam
i) cover  fradfbe  ooro  Titan

Deborah Blum & Mary Knudson (eds) A Field Guide for Science Writers (OUP: @ Mar, £18.99

hb, 288pp) — Guide for aspirant science journalists in all media

Allen Ashiey The Planet Suite (TTA Press: @ 3 Mar: €499 pb, 98pp) — Flatteringl blurbed

Brian Aliss, this short novel ~ Ashley's firs, though he's had short ficton in Inter
isewhere - skims between mainsiream and genre s, and aims fo explore the Solar Sy

by
and

1 for avaiabiity, and a special otfer on the book
Paul Bamet Strider's Galazy (Lagend: @ 6 Mar
Terry Brooks First King of Shannara (Legend: & Mar. €5
Robert Jordan Conan C L

7 Peter F. Hamilton

ca Mar, £5.9
The Runs of Ambrai
fetloose Wid magc
o ithenbeasts, is again threatened with 2 new war which
would release those same harrors* Cyrics cal this Tecycing your mat

7 Robert Silverberg Sorcerers of Majpoor (Macmillan: @ 7 Mar. £16.99 hb) — Th
‘Majipoor’ book el of a dramatic and violent struggle for the throne of the planet that took
place 1,000 years before the previous books.”

Melanie Rawn, Jennifer Roberson & Kate Elliot The Golden Key (Macmilzn: @ 7 Mar
15.99 hb) — Fantasy about a family with the abilty fo manipuate space, fime and reality for
works, and a woma

Sequel to Shadow Moon ~ Lucas had no part in the wriing. but
Fantasy full of names ke Thorn Drumheler’ and Elora Dan;
dragons, demons, elves, sorcerors and quests. Any resembiance, etc.

Chuck Dixon (ef ) Batman: Legacy (Titan: @ 14 Mar, £8.99 tp) — Graphic novel, sequel 1o -
and conclusion of - Batman: Contagion. The Ebola plague which devastated Gotham City has
mutated into something even more deadly. and Robin is a carier. The vilain Bane, who
defeated Batman in Knightal, retuns for the showdown.

Peter Dickinson & Wayne Anderson The Flight of Dragons (Paper Tiger @ 17 Mar; £13.99
tp) — Fantasis! and detective wrer Peter Dickinson was an assistant edtor of Punch for 17
years, and here he sets oul to prove that cragons really did exist, by extrapolating from myths
and fok-tales to 2 thesis on how they could have flown, why they hoarded goid, and speculations
on their mating habts. Artist Wayne Anderson provides more than 100 colour llustrations
Jiirgen Ziewe New Territaries of the Imagination (Paper Tiger: @ 17 Mar: £14.99 tp) — Com
puter art from the German iliustrator, now resident in England where he's At Director for - of all
hings - the Woolwich Buiding Society. He also produces greetings cards for Athena. Here you'l
find fractals, dophins in space and landscapes, all created on computer. Text by Nigel Suckling
Mark Twain A Connecticut Yankee in the Court of King Arthur (World's Classics: Apr; £5.99 pb,
410pp il — Classic time-slip story; uses the text of the first US edilon

Stephen Manderson

Orford are also Issuing their complete eition of Twain, reprints of the first
ediions including the original lustrations, and with introductions from such
as Kurt Vonnegut, Malcolm Bradbury, Gore Vidal, Arthur Miller and Erica
Jong. Complete set: OUP: Apr; £240 (£320 after 1 Oct 97) hbs, 13904pp In
29 volumes, .
N. E. Genge The Lexicon: Anti-Waltons to Zunis (Pan: @ 4 Apr; £7.99 tp,
177pp) — "An unofficial X-Files guide to people, places and proprietary
phrases’. Now, I've never seen The X-Fies (et up, please!), so this is
completely incomprehensile to me. Ii's an aiphabetical list of things
referenced in the show, and is possibly meant to be amusing: “Trenchcoat
useful for hiding pregnancies”. There are a number o stock photos, an
episode guide, and a diary. Genge (a woman) is the author of the Unoficial
X-Files Companions, has written for Asimov's and lives in Newfoundland
Maggie Furey Dhiamarra (Legend: @ 3 Apr; £16.99 hb, £5.99 pb) —
Fantasy, fist publication. Delayed from November.
Terri Windling The Wood Wie (Legend: @ 3 Apr, £5.99 pb) — Fantasy
Robert Jordan Conan the Triumphant (Legend: 3 Apr. £4.98 pb) — Heroc
fantasy.
Martin Gardner (ed) Great Essays in Science (Oxford: Apr: £6.99 pb.
448pp) — Anthology of the worid's best science wriers, including Einstein.
R L Stevenson, Darwin, Chesterion, Asimov, Sagan and Gould

7 George Tomkyns Chesney and Saki The Baitie of Dorking and When
Willam Came (World's Ciassics: May, £4.93 pb, 160pp) — Two dlassic
futurewar st 1 and 1913 respectively, boih about German
nvasions of the UK. Introduced by | F. Clarke, author of the seminal Voices
Propheq

ying

g

Dante Alighieri Inferno (Oxford: Jun: £10.99 tp,
of Robert M. Durling’s new prose iransiation (th first in 25 years) of one of
the great works of proto-st, Dante’s Divine Comedy. It inspired, among much
fher sf a Niven & Poumele’s Inferno, in which an sf wri
ginal, Id adwse; ifs suprisingly readable.
Dorothy L Sayers transiation which | first came across. Includes t
Htakan text, notes 2nd 16 essays on special subjects.

ppil) — First volume
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N SEPTEMBER last year Waterstone's and Channel 4 together asked their customers and viewers to cast their
votes - slightly prematurely - for ‘the greatest books of the twentieth century”. The results were announced on
20 January, and st and fantasy made a surprisingly strong showing, including the top three titles.

Here’s the top 10, and other books of genre interest in the complete chart, my comments are totally biased

and can safely be ignored.

1.J. R. R. Tolkien The Lord of the Rings

If you disregard the accusations of vote-rigging which
followed the announcement of the top-placed book, it
seems possible that voters - largely middle-class and
middie-aged, and hence young in the 1960s and 70s -
are remembering the impact this book had at an
impressionable age rather than its literary quality.
There was a time when you couldn't get on a train
without seeing someone reading it, usually wearing
loon pants.

2. George Orwell Nineteen Eighty-four

This doesn't appear to have suffered from being an
O-Level text for many years.

3. George Orwell Animal Farm

In Billion Year Spree, Brian Aldiss said that Animal
Farm was, *of all the books mentioned in this volume,
possibly the one most likely to get first to Pluto, tucked
in[.. ) some visiting astronaut's pocket: a book with
survival value.”

4. James Joyce Ulysses

One wonders how many readers of the other top ten
books have actually read this.

5. Joseph Heller Catch-22

6.J. D. Salinger The Catcher in the Rye

7. Harper Lee To Kill a Mockingbird

8. Gabriel Garcia Marquez One Hundred Years of
Solitude

It's pleasing to see this so high up the list. Paul Kincaid
discussed the strong links between magic realism - of
which this is perhaps paradigmatic - and sf / fantasy in
Vector 191

9. John Steinbeck The Grapes of Wrath

10. Irvine Welsh Trainspotting

The highest-placed ‘contemporary' book: all the above
are at least 30 years old,

13. William Golding Lord o th Fies:

My O-Level book. And I never readt since, Im ashamed o
admit

15. Aldous Husley Brave New Worid

| confess to finding this a rather unlikeable book. in contrast to
Onwells Nineteen Eighty-four

16. Kenneth Grahame The Wind in the Wilows

Here's a cump of children’s books, allwih fantastic elements
Again, perhaps nostalgia guided some voters' crosses

17. A. A. Milne Winnie the Pooh

19.4. R. R. Tolkien The Hobbt

21.C. . Lewis The Lion. the Witch and the Wardrobe

22 Franz Kafka The Trial

The great 20t century novelof paranoia

24. Douglas Adams The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy

1 prefer the racio version. meselt

25, Salman Rushdie Midnight's Children

Rushdie’s first novel Grimus was entered in the Gollancz SF.
Novel competiion. Mright's Chidren won the Booker Prize in
1981

27 Anthony Burgess A Clockwork Orange
Urlike many mainstream dietianes in the field, Burgess knew
s sf - as he showed in his lnet-Nine Novels: The Bestin
Engish Since 1939,

30. Primo Levi If This is a Man

32.lain Banks The Wasp Factory

Banks's first novel,thireen other Barks tles were voted for
Kev McVeigh discusses aspects of this novel - horrr ot sf,
you want to pigeonhole t - in Vector 191

38. Joseph Conrad Heart of Darkness
its metaphoric power it

hes had on sf wrters

40, Richard Adams Watership Down

Responsible fo resurrecting the ‘talking animal” sirand of
fantasy. Incidentally, why does everyone ignore Maia?
42 Umberto Eco The Name of the Rose

Sherock Homes finds the fnis Aficae.

51, Frank Herbert Dune

| Probably the highest-piaced example of bona fide genre sf

53, Patrick Siiskind Perfume
A personal favourite of mine, tis. s it fantasy? Certainly ts
certral conceit has the right smel: a man obsessed with and
uled by odours
55, Mervyn Peake The Gormenghast Triogy
I readithis just afte Lord of the Rings when | was about 18, and
there was (andis) no doubt in my mind which i the better book,
in all respects. This has stayed with me i a way LotRnever

s

58 Margaret Atwood The Handmaid's Tale

Winner ofthe first Athur C. Clarke Awardin 1986, and imed -
rather unsuccessfully - in 1990, with a Harold Pinter
screenplay.

60 John Fowles The Magus

63 Mikhail Bulgakov The Master and Margarita

Alovely tale, wherein the devil visits Moscow and wreaks
creative havoc. Read his f you haven't come across i before
5. John Fowles The French Lieuterant’s Woman

Interesting for s ‘tme-slip'narration. Fowles's A Maggotis
genuine s1.

67. Kurt Vonnegut Slaughterouse 5

Vonnegut's powert! rteling o the Dresden fire-bombing, with
st timmings.

71, Stephen King It

A glutinous book, but moreish n a soapy kind o way. 37 of
King's books received votes.

73 Stephen King The Stand

An uneasy and extremely long combination o endrof the-worid
f and pure fantasy.

79, Stephen Hawking A Bref Hisory of Time

Often referred o as the most unread bestseller ever. No,
haven'l read f efther

87. Arthur C. Clarke 2001 A Space Ocyssey

14 of Clarke's books received votes. The power of films: while
thisis fine Clarke, most readers would probably regard
Chidhood's End'as his best book

91. Richard Dawkins The Selsh Gene

Norwfcton. A fine (and very influental) book, but seeing  here
certinly surpised me. Dawkins's meme of ‘memes' spread fke
wildfire.

92 Michael Crichton Jurassic Park

Heaven knows how this got in. Was there a movie?

93 Lawrence Durrell The Alexandra Quartet

Not . but Tunc and Nunquam certinly are

98. Anthony Burgess Eartiy Powers

103. Samuel Beckett Waiting for Godot

Ifthis ain't fantasy . ... I's extremely funny, too.

108. Arthur Koestler Darkness at Noon

112. Martin Amis London Felos

On of Amis's ghastly heroes sneers at the millennium. Amis
wiote the screenplay for the sily Satum 3

116. Margaret Atwood Caf's Eye

118. Anne Rice Interview with the Vampire

I find Rice dloyingly unreadable. unfortunatey.

123, Virginia Woolf Oriando

Time-and genderslp fantasy

133, lain Banks Compliciy

134, Umberto Eco Foucault’s Pendulum

Conspiracy theories and secret societies

664 1de 12w - F]

views —
the

from the eW
s&o
O0r

chris
terran
on the

aterstone’s
books of the century

138, lain Banks The Crow Road

143. Franz Kafka The Castie

145. Terry Pratchett The Colourof Magic

Pratchett cerainly suffered from splt voting - o fewer than 34
ofhis tiles received votes, which s just about everything he's
ever written.

147. Thomas Pynchon Graviy's Rainbow

148.J. G. Ballard Empie of the Sun

150. Stephen Fry The Liar

Certain authors didn! make it nto the top 150 but nevertheless
had a number o their s nominated: Phillp K. Dick had 12;
Isaac Asimov 13; Dorls Lessing 12; Christopher Pike 13 the
YAvote?); and Dean Koontz had 13, ncrecibly, 44 of Enid
Blyton's books were considered to be among th best of the
century, as were 15 of Agatha Christie’s

Giventhe amount ofstin the s, s sightly surprising that
Wiliam Gibson's Neuromancerisn't there: ke the other t tles
i’ achieved a large crossover audience. But you may have
also noficed that there is only one genre ttle with no sor of
media tie-in: Terry Pratchet’s The Colour of Magic (but there's
the CD-ROM game, and the graphic novel

It notable how e humour there is: o 1066 and Al That, no
Tom Sharpe, Leslie Thomas, David Nobbs. Note also how
many chidren's books appear - ten certainly n the top 100,
with another half-dozen arguably.

The whole st i an interesting - f uneasy - mix of the popular
and the worty, bestsellers and the Great Unread. Delia
Smith's Complete Cookery Course just pips Brian Keenan's
An EvilCrading. Viadimir Nabokov's Loita ubs up against
lain Banks's The Wasp Factory. A Brief Hstoryof Time sts
next o James and the Giant Peach. Perhaps Waterstone’s and
C4 should have asked Bob Worcester about th pifals of
seftselecting poll samples

" The fulllist is available in all branches of Waterstone’s.
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THORQUGHALY MODERN MAGIC

The last decade has seen nanotechnology -
molecular-scale engineering — thoroughly absorbed
into the toolbox of science fiction. So much so that
any novel set in the near- to medium-term future has
to either acknowledge it or posit some reason for its
absence.

A'big problem — or, conversely, a big appeal - for
sf writers i its ‘magical’ nature. You can do damn
near anything with nanotech. It provides an easy
rationalisation for feats previously seen as the
preserve of fantasy: shape-shifting (Terminator 2,
scrap into a gun in Queen of Angels) virtual
invulnerability, instant healing (Looking for the Mahd),
etemal youth (The Diamond Age), instant destruction
(Blood Music), resurrection of the dead (Necroville),
loyalty ‘spells’ (Kalcidoscope Century), rings giving
their wearers superhuman powers - it's almost too
casy. When there are no limits there are no
challenges, and some writers sense this. The
challenge for sf authors is to impose some boundaries
on its use, as it's necessary for fantasy writers to limit
the use of magic; the usual cop-out here is to limit
those who can use it, often to bearded old men,
Science (fiction) is basically egalitarian, and won't
hold with the heirarchical and semi-fascistic nature of
‘most fantasy worlds. Sf seeks to change the world
(and examine the consequences), while fantasy seeks
the power that preserves.

I¢s worth remembering that nanotech is con-

ceivable using today's ordinary technology - 1t
requires no fundamental breakthroughs. After all, it's
a lechmology, not a science. And we already have an

example of a working nanotech system, of course, so
we know it can be done.
It's called biology.
— Chris Terran

Ten Years Ago. ..

Matrix 68, Feb / Mar 87 ... Paul J. McAuley weighed in on
the etermal BSFA Awards debate ~ the suggestion tha they
should only go to Brish wrters was “invidious’, and in answer
1o the question ‘what are they for?" he said: ‘Certaily not to
provide a benchmark of fterary standard, or 1o add another
brickin a ghetto wall Then what? Perhaps to provide a chance
for every member to give an oinion on current s, once every
year. Perhaps to give the BSFA a chance at a lte publciy.
are the awards amounced anywhere other than Mai? [, |
Aftr three years n the BSFA Im st not sure what the awards
physically are. A trophy? A certficate? A pinf of beer and a
iiss on the cheek from the chairman? From this | conclude that
the actualiy of the awards isn' important. but the it is; and
fitual, as long as it isn't taken seriously. is not a bad thing. It
can provide 2 focus. a ltle socal glue. We in the BSFA need
ceremonies. | suppose. s the point of it all” » The shortst for
the first Artnur C. Clarke Award was announced + The fanzine
Cheap Truth, briefly the influental spearhead of cyberpunk
ideology, shul down. It was produced by ‘Vincent
Omniavertas', aka. Bruce Steriing. «Terry Pratchett’s
Equal Rites was serialsed on Woman's Hour, which opened
up a whole new fan base. + London Circle meetings moved
from the One Tun to the Welinglon, parly in response to the
banning of a gay fan. + Gollancz entered the paperback
market for the frt time, rather belatedly. - Preparations were
well under way for Conspiracy in Brighton, the 1987 Worldoon
Maureen Porter (Kincaid Spellr) announced she'd be doing
the dally newsleter. - Sylvester McCoy was announced as
the new Dr Who, repiacing Colin Baker. In March Patrick
Troughton died at a US Dr Who con. - Andrei Tarkovsky,
drector of Solaris. died +The universally panned musical
Time was showing, wherein Cif Richard was transported fo
the Andromeda Galaxy as humanilys representative n a cour
of our Galactic superiors. Laurence Olivier's head appeared in
nologrammatic orm: he died shorl after

Write To Matrix
and win a T-shirt!
Send I 0
Matrix
9 Beechwood Court, Back Beechwood Grove
Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS4 2HS, UK
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Dear Reader,

By the time the next Matrix reaches you the UK will
have a new government, one which will see us into the new
milleniu. I the campaign we can expect that science,
both as a human endeavour and the wnderpinning of the
cconomy, will have a profile somewhat smaller than a
teacher's pay packet (but perhaps larger than Tony Blair's
left-wing credibility). Support for science and research is
increasingly dominated by profit-mativated short-lermisi,
and the emphasis on education is increasingly, relentlessly,
depressingly ‘practical’; both the present government and
the opposition appear to see it purely in terms of training,
asa rough tool for carving out ll-fiting cogs.

The manifestos will of course briefly mention science,
and pay lip-service to it importance. But how many MPs
have science backgrounds? The level of ignorance is start-
Ting. 1fyott meet any candidates on the hustings, try asking
them about their commitment to scientific research - if you
et anything other than o meaningless platitude [ be
surprised. Let us know f it happens. — Chris

I'm very pleased to say that this time there was hot
competition for that coveted BSFA T-shirt, with a splendid
selection of letters. It was a genuinely difficult decision, but
afer some agonising, it goes to:

T-Shirt Winner

From David Curl
Flat 8, 19 Hilldrop Crescent, Holloway, London, N7
OF

In Matnx 123 you asked us to suggest some sf / fan-
tasy texts that politicians should read and leam from.
Given that the kings and counsellors of the present age
are as continually surrounded by a cloud of spin as the
Most High 1s wreathed in light inaccessible, books
seem rather, well, pedestrian and beside the point.

Still, hoping against hope, | would recommend the
short story “The Ones Who Walk Away From
Omelas” by Ursual K. Le Guin, in which the citizens of
a certain town are faced with a dilemma, in that their
relative prosperity is in some unexplained way
absolutely conditional upon the suffering and the
torment of one child in a cellar. Naturally, this causes
a certain amount of back-of-the-mind unease. The
answer which the story recommends is simply to walk
away, choosing loneliness and isolation rather than
accepting a situation in which the means (torment)
justity the ends (prosperity). Any politician who
sanctions or excuses the British government's current
policy on refugees, which has resulted in those fleeing
from persecution and torture ending up homeless on
the streets of London, should read this story, likewise
anyone who sanctions or excuses the ‘export to
appressive regimes of British-made torture equipment.
I could give many other examples of govenment
corruption and / or depravity perpetrated m and
through this doctrine of the means (other people’s
suffermg) justifying the ends (more comfort for the
already comfortable); however, time 15 short

11 was asked to recommend something a lttle more
lighthearted, then from more distant personal memory
I would suggest Kurt Vonnegut Jr's Slapstick, or
Lonesome No'Morel, in which the political infrastruc-
ture, the power principle, and high seriousness all de-
cay together, with engagingly silly results. | guess
you'd call it a kind of end-of-history pastoral ~ but
remember, this is from distant memory, so it may have
been a dystopia which I read perversely, against the
grain! =1
From Doreen Norman

9 Sedrup Lane, Hartwell, Aylesbury, Bucks
sow

, HP17

Here goes on suggested reading for political leaders:
John Major - How about reading Mary Shelley's
Frankenstein? You could glance through this before the
General Election and award it further study when you
are sitting on the opposition benches. Try to equate
Victor Frankenstein's man-created monster with what
has happened to the UK in 18 years of Conservative
government. Of course, Margaret Thatcher was the
original creator, but you have taken over the réle. [
think maybe you don't see the UK as we do: the
homeless, the unemployed, the dirty streets of London,
the ‘fat cat’ directors’ payments . ... A monster indeed
made out of a pleasant country!

Tony Blair - You could benefit from reading Ursula K
Le Guin's The Dispossessed; consider how Shevek is at
first amazed, and even delighted, when he goes from
his own (socialist-type) planet to the mirror image
(capitalist) planet. Study his disillusionment and how
he s used by the capitaliss.

Paddy Ashdown - 1 think you would appreciate Philip
K. Dick’s short story “The Builder” (in the collection
Beyond Lies the Wub). It might encourage you to keep
on being a third (minor) political party; it does rain a
fair bit in the UK. If PKD's character can build a boat,
maybe the Lib-Dems can sway some of the ‘floating
voters' in their direction. &=

Steve Palmer has a solution to the puzzle of the Missing

Letters:

From Steve Palmer

4 Park Road, Toddington, Beds., LUS 6AB

What we need is a bit of controversy, for example the

Wingrove Debate of a few years back. Thus I have

decided to write to you with Ten Controversial Things,

in the hope that these will stimulate Matrix readers into
sending you some letters. However I must point out
that, for reasons of personal safety, a proportion of the

Ten Controversial Things below are flippant, and Not

To Be Taken Seriously. The others [ believe implicitly.
Here, then, is my list of Ten Controversial Things:

1. The Star Wars triogy was the worst thing that could have
happened o the science ficton cinema

2. Mainstream science fition is inimical to women and
non-wihites.

3. Gillan Anderson REALLY ISN'T THAT ATTRACTIVE

4. Johnny Mnemonicis a great fim. The effects were terrific the
music good, and the performances not a al bad.

5. The X-Filesis so bland, pointless and badly acted as o be
unworthy of Brtish television.

6. The science ficion and horror sections in bookshops should
be at opposite ends of the floor, since they are falsely lumped
together by uncaring shop managers.

7. Adlché a day keeps the sales team at bay.

8. Shepperton can be quite an exciting place.

9. David Lynch's Duneis the best science ficton fim ever made.

10, Terry Pratchett books should be imited to one per family.
1'do hope this list of Ten Controversial Things will

help the letters column of your esteemed magazine.

Perhaps other readers could supply their lists of

Controversial Things. &1

ed Editor Replies: What's so controversial about




Allan Blake. sf cnitic of Scotland on Sunday, furns out
1o have been the originator of last issue's “core stock list” for
sf and fantasy. | expressed some surpnse that nearly 10%
of the list - txwo books, an honour to no other writer
— s devoted to Patrick Tilley, and Allan explains:
From Allan Blake

16 Montrose Way, Dunblane, FK15 9]L
I read with interest your recent “View From the High
Street” (1ssue 123) as sourced from The Bookseller and
as author of the onigial article, | wonder if | can make
clear my notional core stock,

It's perhaps misleading to suggest that twenty-two
titles could in any way be regarded as the definitive
(or even basic) core stock list of a creditable science
fiction department. However, having been asked to
create exactly that m twenty titles or less (I bargained
an increase), | felt my best course of action was to high-
light a selection of interesting titles that perform well,
some of which might otherwise be overlooked by the
store buyer or saence fichon reader. The two are not
necessarily mutual. It was, you can imagine, a frustra-
ting task, omitted fitles far outwerghing the inclusions.

1 felt reasonably confident that even the unschooled
i buyer would appreciate the need to stock Asimoy,
whose wark remains as popular as ever, and therefore
gambled with his noninclusion. Robert A. Heinlein,
['m afraid, has not aged quite so well, with much of
his work currently unavailable. And while Starship
Troopers may receive some attention courtesy of its
cinematic counterpart, | doubt it will warrant
inclusion in a core stock list

As regards Gibson's Newomancer, similar thinking
applied, although his more impressive Virtual Light, |
did include. And | agree, there would be no better way
to impress the sf Literati and enhance the gravity of a
science fiction section, than to stock Alfred Bester. But
difficult alas, given that all bar one of his novels are
out of print. Tiger! Tiger! (J. Goodchild, 0863910254,
£8.95) is available, albext in hardback - not a realistic
aption for a bookstore when compared to sales of
mass market paperbacks upon which they rely, best
exemplified by Terry Pratchett. Guards! Guards/, you
correctly surmised, 15 admitted as the best of a
reasonable bunch, Feersum Endjinn as the best of a
notable bunch; although | found it no more or less
difficult than any Banks novel, sf or otherwise.

What did “baffle” was your surprise at my inclu-

sion of two Patrick Tilley tifles. You style Fade-Out asa |

“minor techno-thriller with UFO overtones™ and |
have to wonder if your description is based on sales,
the intent, after all, of a stock list. Well, a little research

reveals a lot. Since 1992 Fade-Out has sold over 10,000
copies, the distribution of sales more or less equal over
the five years, Mission selling over 5,000 copies during
the same period. Comfnmbly preceding The X-Files. In
itself, a comparison | fail to see. You seemingly
suggest that the presence of alien life in Tiley’s novels
makes them in some way analagous to Chnis Carter's
constant creation and on that basis, what proportion of
st could you similarly correlate?

That both novels (published in 1975 and 1981,
respectively) continue to enjoy valuable turover,
delineates them classic stock by publisher and
bookseller alike. Of course, sales alone don't (or at
least shouldn't) engender classic status. It 15, | believe,
a myopia peculiar to science fiction, that respect is
afforded writers working on the border of the genre,
whilst overlooking more genuine, equally talentea]
contenders within. Could your own dismussal of
Fade-Out and Mission be a symptom of same? 've long
considered Fade-Out a salient angle on man’s reaction
to things mexplicable and the paranoia mtrinsic to
such encounters. Clearly, opinions are subjective, but
your claim that you have read the book is one I'm
lightly suspicious of. (You may be interested to learn
that production for a film adaptation was well
advanced until Spielberg released his similar, but
rather ordinary, Close Encounters,)

Mission is a little harder to class and, indeed, rests
more comfortably in the genre outpost that so frus-
trated me a moment ago. Such is life. At heart it posits
that our religious mythology is the race memory of
extra-terrestrial interference and can, cleverly, be
reread as its own sequel. A sleight of hand pulled by
Chnistopher Priest’s The Affirmation in the same year.

They are, both of them, essential reading and
despite your reservations, good writing even yet sells
books. What more can | add?
o My apologies for not credfiting wou eriginally: The
Bookseller did not make it cloar who drew up the list.

1t does seem clear that it was misnamed. *A selection of
witeresting titles that perform well, some of which might
otherwise be overlooked by the store buyer or sf reader” -
itself a laudable endeavour ~ is ot the same as a core stock
list, upon which premise my comments were based.

I have indeed read both Fade-Out and Mission - why-
ever would | Tie? - but it must have been over a dozen years
ag0; perhaps a reread is in order. | clssified them then as
books in the Whitley Streiber / W. A. Harbinson mould,
though superior to both: bestsellr-style techno-thrilers. In
The Ultimate Guide to SF David Pringle says of Fade-

less works soell enough in its carefully detailed, realistic,
‘estscller” woay”; and John Clute in the EoSF says it “an-
centrates long-windedly o the workings of government and
mulitary in a techno-thriller context™. Neither book seems to
me to be central to sf in either style or content, unlike your
ather selections; hence “minor”, hence my surprise.

1 didn’t compare them with The X-Files in thematic
terms (though your comment on Fade-Out - “a salient
angle on man's reaction to things inexplcable and the
parancia intrinsic to such encounters” ~ suggests not a
lttle similariy), but noted a possibe averlap in marketing
and target audience.

I agree that many ‘mainstream’ genre sf writers are
underacknowledged (D. G. Compton, Michael Coney,
Richard Cowper, Brian Stableford and Jokn Varley spring
to mind), so | don’t think I'm particularly guilty there
However, the most interesting things — or at least the most
creative ~ often happen at the borders, the edges of genre,
s has been particularly noticeable in the past decade or so.
As in other fields, those who extend the map and mark out
new ternitory inevitably attract more attention than those
who work conscientously and quietly i more. familiar

" terrain, no matter hovo ably. — Chris

Out, “the basic dea is hackneyed beyond belief, but neverthe- |

+ My apologies for the poor reproduction of John Costello's
antce on Crashin Matnx 123, which wreathed i in unintended
obscuy. The afiected passage - on the left of page 12 -
reads as follows:

This brought it o the atention o our moral guardians, who

without having seen a frame of the fim isell, began to

denounce i from every avallable soapbox. This in tum lec

to a mention in the House of Commons and the very real

possiiity of a ban in this countr. Al the tme af wiing. t

has been screened four times by the Britsh Board of Fim

Censors and once under special licence at the London Fim

Festval. but as yet there has been no decision made to
award the fim an 18 certicate for ts release

Westminster Counc has banned the fim rom West End
cnemas unless substantal cuts are made Daly Mai
columnist Chris Tookey has carved a riche for hmsef by
ot only demandng that the fim is bamed, but that
concemed readers boycott Sony products in case

Columbia Tri-Siar - a Sony subsidary - goes ahead and
disirbutes the fim, and that James Ferman (head of the
BBFC) resigns because of the amount of violence on
cinema screens. Hystera confinues to grow and the media
cifcus around tis Sex & Wrecks' movie gains impetus
Crash is not a ‘nomalfim, It cannot be judged using
the usual popcorn crtera. I i a highly stylsed exercise in
existenia fim-making which i designed to challenge our
comortable assumptions of what  fim s supposed to be.
s market i fimited 1o arthouse / cut devolees and
genuine fim buffs. The extensive tablaid publicity wil only
serve to cra thilaton-seekers who wil be utiedy
disappointed by the fim. It's ke asking a Take That fan fo

From Chris Hill
Rook's Cottage, 3 Lynch Hill, Whitchurch, Hants.,
RG287ND
As you were complaining about getting no letters
other than from committee members, | thought I'd
‘pass a few comments on Matrix 123.

Firstly, the list of s & f core stock fitles. A strange
mixture indeed. I've read 14 of them, missing being
the fantasies, the Patrick Tilley, Feersum Endjinn and
Vurt. Still, many of them would be among those |
would recommend to someone to get a good sample of
modern sf, though | would have chosen Childhood's
End instead of Rendezoous With Rama. Still, tastes vary.

I read John Costello’s article on Crash with interest,
but I'm afraid it doesn’t change my views on the
subject. The film may be daring and interesting and all
that, but it's still pretty unpleasant and | have no
desire to see it. Just to cover my bases, I'm not saying
that there is anything wrong with it, or it shouldn't
have been made, or that anybody should be prevented
from seeing it, but it's just not my sort of thing

As an aside, I've noticed that there are certain
authors whom it is not acceptable to dislike. For
example, last year | commented on an sf mailing list
that I couldn't get excited about Fritz Leiber and got
shot down in flames. (Not in the sense of ‘how dare

=g

| +A couple of nonmusical people have asked about the

ragment of music on page 2 of Matix 123. 1t was, of course,
the first few bars of “Daisy, Daisy” (rather clumsly hamonised,
I'm afraid).

+The obscure note abaut Aleph's inabity o speak Welsh
referred 1o his incorrect ranslation of Red Mars and Green
Mars nto Glas Mawrth. Both tes in fact transiate nto Mawrth
Glas, as pointed out by Real Welshman Dave Langford. Never
apologise, never explain is Aleph's creed: he should be a
politician.

+On page 10 of Matir 123, “Jenny Woolmark” shoud be
‘denny Wollmark' Tharks fo Andrew M. Butlr or pontog
ths out

appr
In fact the entire magazine was pnted up consderzbly darker
than usual, which aiso affected the Geoff Ryman news item on
p5 and various grey tones throughout Well try to fix his in
fuure

«Finaly, | grovel 10 you al, whether contrbutors or readers. in
‘apology forthe appaling numbes of typos in Makix 123, twon
happpn agen

— Chris Terran

points arising—
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you not like Fritz Leiber’ as much as ‘you obviously
have not read the Right Books'). I have a feeling that
anyone who does not like Ballard (and y
Aldiss) cannot be considered a True Fan. On the other
hand, | could just be paranoid. Who can tell? Why are
you looking at me like that? The Martians are coming,
the Martians are coming! Hmm, sorry, where was I?

Claire Brialey and Mark Plummer’s fanzine re-
views were great fun, but then ['ve greatly enjoyed
their fanzine as well, 50 who am [ o judge ...

Nice to read the profile on Gary Dalkin. | hope the

who wrote in to Vecter doubling his existence
feels very guilty!

‘The slip back to loss-making for the BSFA s a great
shame. Unfortunately, the only people | know who
would be interested 1 joining are already members.
Ho, hum, .=
o Taking my Matrix hat off, | have some sympathy with
your vieaw of Crash (which | keep wanting to spell Crashl.
for some reason).

Your aside on the unacceptability of disliking certain
authors intrigued. There are class distinctions in sf as in
cverything, one manifestation of which is the appropriation
of certain writers as markers of a reader’s commitment to
the genre,his seriousness about it. Ballad is certaiy one;
Gibson another, at least 11 academic circles. But | must
confess that ~ with the possible exception of Conjure Wife
= Leiber's never grabbed me much, either. You are not
alone! Ballard and Aldiss are perhaps authors wohom it is
easy to admtire, hard to like. And maybe Philip K. Dick's
the other way rowund.

Here's Joln Ollis, back with a dose of his inimitable
double-edged wit;

Front John Ollis
51 Belmont Road, Luton, LUT 1LL

Whilst realising that Maureen Kincaid Speller’s views
may have changed between the statement quoted by
Chris in his note at the start of the letter column
1ssue no. 123, and the present day, let me reassure Our
Leader that I'm by no means too busy to write to our
esteemed editor, not that there’s much point in doing
so. Not because, having already received a T-shirt
(carefully and safely packed in old fanzines), I no
longer crave to see my name in print. The prime
reason is that the magazines are arriving with such
amazing frequency; | an't keep up with them, and
what's the use of an out-of-date letter? Matrix 122
came on 13 December; | had hardly opened it when
number 123 appeared a mere 49 days later. By that
standard, 124 should befall us on 21 March; no wonder
I have a mountain of unread books ~ my spare time is
fully occupied with the BSFA mags

To whom do we humble members owe this
extraordinary output? Why, the current, dynamic
committee, so ably led by Ms Kincaid Speler. Tell you
to piss off, Maureen? Nothing could be further from
my thoughts. Anyway, you're bigger than me. Keep
up the good work. | eagerly anticipate the time when a
new Matrix drops through my letter-box each week

Chns, you compare the letter column of today
unfavourably with that of Matrix 65. | don't have the
zines that far back, but from memory the column
would have had a letter each time from each of Peter
Tennant, John Madracki and Ken Lake. [Spot on. —
Chris] Are Madracki and Tennant still members? If so,
why do they no longer wite? [ know the dreaded Lake
isn't. Each of these held controversial opinions and so
generated a good many other letters. One solution
might be to offer Ken Lake a life presidency (if that's
mportant enough for him) m exchange for a letter for

each edition. Terminal diseases require drastic
remedies. Incidentally, the 25 letters for Maureen's
first edition would have been responding to the last
effort of the previous editor; how much feedback was
there for number 657 It seems to me there’s been a
gradual diminution over the years; in the Glovers’
reign there were more than now but fewer than before.
Another point - there's only one way to communicate
with you; no email, no fax, not even a telephone - just
boring old letter-box. This may have some bearing on
members’ apathy. [Sorr; times are hard. Faxes and
emails can however be sent via Maureen Kincaid Speller,
but be sure to mark them ‘For Matrix’. — Chris|

On the subject of our editor: we've seen the rest of
the serifis committee slumped on the Folkestone
seaffont ~ how about a photo of yourself, Chris?
Naturally you'l have to get it enlarged, otherwise we
still shan't be able to see you. (=1
© After picking myself up off the floor — a Matrix every
WEEK? - | begin to perceive that I'm being gently chided
by various correspondents for a heinous editorial i not
‘being contentious. Or blandness, to put it bluntly.

Matrix 66 had 7 pages of mail (in a smalle typeface)
from 1o fewer than 40 different woriters. But issue 67
showed a huge drop: 3 pages of letters from 9
correspondents (Maureen wrote | was surprised by the
minuscule postbag | received this time”). Things improved
with issue 68 (4pp, 15 writers) but dropped away again in
Matrix 69 (2pp, 9§ writers).

John added a PS noting that no one in the committee
photographs I've published has been wearing a BSFA
T-shirt. Not so! Carol Ann Green has an “I'm a BSFA
Volunteer™ T-shirt on (why haven't | got one? he asked
pecaishly) and Elizabeth Billinger is wearing one of the
splendid D, West desiyns.

1 have this terrible effect on cameras: they show me as |
really am.

Here's Philip Muldowney with a fine selection of views,
including an alert to the dangers of losing sf's heritage:

From Philip Muldowney
Golden Harvest, Tnmrrum Foliot Road, Looseleigh
Cross, Plymouth, PL6 5ES

I have been meaning to write for some time to
congratulate you on the great job that you have done
with Matrix. Trouble is though, with the delayed
mailings and the Xmas Schmoozle, | never seemed to
get round to it. Never mind, ‘tis never too late to
correct ..

I must admxt a list of sf dealers would be very
useful. Most of them have going so long that they
seem to survive - and prosper? ~ by word of mouth.
Very few of them advertise, and it 1s quite a perform-
ance in finding their whercabouts. Dealers and
second-hand bookshops scem to have been my main
source of sf for a long time. Most dealers” catalogues
have a large selection of hardbacks at cheaper prices
than your average Waterstone's paperback. Their
paperbank selection is also very much cheaper.

most interesting pickings, tlwugh must be

mm in second-hand < guide is an

ind tool when visiting smng: towns. One of

the drawbacks of second-hand bookshops is not being.
able to find them strange towns! Hay-on-Wye is
overpriced and overhyped; | have never really heard

anyone have a good word to say about it. £30 for a

1932 Astounding? So what is the going price then? |

have certainly seen some old pulps at more expensive

prices than that, but then of course it all depends on
how much your average second-hand-bookshop

| Encyclopedia of Fantasy? More like a pacan

dealer knows about sf. My heart races when I come
across that perfect combination, the dealer who has a
phuh]snpplyolsfmmsshapbullmapﬁsmal
contempt or ige of the genre. Fursts at a
mupkofqmd mdmmolpapnbidsati)porm

heaven. An artice on collecting would be
mtmshn though. 1 have this dream of standing
there on Anriquts Roadshow with the 11 copies of Air
Wonder Stories i front of me and being told my
fortune, and trying to hide my cupidity. On the other
hand, a dealer was advertising a munt run of the
British it editions of Unknown €750 . . . Lyle's
Guade to Printed Collectables lists first editions of Planet
Stories at £100, Amazing Stories no. 1 at £75, and an
August 1934 Astounding at £25. Though whether you
could get that price for them ...

On the other hand, dealers and second-hand
bookshops seem to be the only hope there is of getting
any decent selection of older sf. Your average display
mSmﬁsmw:msmesnsdommdbyTV / film

bm\gkvhus‘RobmHunlanﬂheadymwolmy
book by him that the Waterston's in Plymouth had
was To Sail Beyond the Sunset . . . well, I ask you. The
ultimate irony on the sad death of John Brunner is that
there were lterally no copies of his books to be bought
new. Stand on Zanzibar, The Sheep Look Up, Jagged Orbnl
his novels still stand up there with the best of
anmni&mshslauﬂ)ﬂn\‘aisfarisudlmw
bookshops are concemed it is though he had never
existed. Name your favourite sf author and 101 you
will only be able to find him in specialist or
second-hand bookshops. This is so terribly sad. We are
losing touch with our cultural heritage. The same is
true in the States. It comes to something when Michael
Swanwick is writing a column in F&SF to remind us of
glories past.

Is that a review or an advert blurb for The
really. In all
honesty though, I can hardly wait to buy it. I suppose
£45 does seem quite a lot, but it is only £5 more than
the Encyclopedia of SF. We should be grateful that Orbit
are aiming it a populist market. If it were aimed at the
academic market then presumably it would be three
times the price. [Af the very least. — Chris] Am | the
only ane in being wistful for the format of the original
197 edition? The illustrations and three-column
format made it so much easier to read.

The profile pieces on individual officials are a very
good idea. It is nice to see a face and personality to fit
the written piece. Are there any guidelines given in
writing them? [Just my ceremonial editorial shillelagh, har
har. — Chris| I found Gary Dalkin fascinating until |
came to the ‘Why [ Like SF" bit .. . oh please, not
again! We have heard it all so many times before, the
ultimate sf cliché, WHY I LIKE SF AN ESSAY IN 500

WORDS. . . aaaargh!

Are we actually catching up with the USA in
academic courses on sf? Of course, this is something
that the States started about 35 years ago, and now -
gee - we have two (COUNT THEMY). It really pisses
me off that the chattering literary classes have that

liarly British snobbish attitude to sf that has
changed little since Kingsley Amis tried for a little
respectability in New Maps of Hell, nearly forty years
ago. The “If it's sf it's CRAP”, and if it has any
redeeming feature it is not sf but Magic Realism,
Fabulation, Slipstream or what you will. Is there any
mainstream publication that reviews sf now?



One of the more enduring belly laughs in recent
weeks was the reaction among the toffee-nosed
literati to Lord of eading the Waterstone’s
100 Best Books of the Century From questioning the
validity of the exercise to casting aspersions on the
saniy o the reading publc the whole resction was
intensely a that the choice
was just not

Interestin
and Anima
n the top twenty, and hurm\nvl\m scon
For hard sf only Dute and 2001 managed to get in

Anyway, thanks again for Matrix, the hard work is
appreciated. =)

o The piece on The Encyclopedia of Fantasy was neither
a review nor an advert; it was intended to be informative,
and its placing in the news pages reflcted the importance
of what 1 fee s the publishing event of the vear in our field

Farm

Vector is the place for considered literary criticism, and
although the hooks columms of Matrix do contain an
admixture of opinion (my fudgement is that they'd be

pretty dull without it) their main functior

to inform.

From ]ohn Oram

s Ave., Bar Hill, Cambridge, CB3 8EQ
After mde the latest edition of Matri, | thought I'd
drop you a lime. I've already done the survey, but
there are a few points | think need raisin

1) How about some weekend meets? Not all of us
live near Landon or can attend those meetings, much
as we would like

2) I enjoy the articles in Focus, but as it is only iss-
ued twice a year it is often difficult to follow through a
common thread. So why not make Focus a part of one
of the magazines? This would invite more contribu-
tions, and it would not matter if a deadline was mis-
sed, because it could be held back for the next issue.

3) The BSFA, in its present form, was conceived in
Kettering in 1958. We are coming up to the 40th Anri-
versary. How about a mini-convention in Kettering?

4) Instead of an occasional look at what US publish-
ers are producing, how about a complete lst every six
months? A lot of what I read is only available in US
editions, and this is one area in which the BSFA could
do more

Intervention Prize Crosswor
Chris Terran

3 Bird meets happy end
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Lastly, you wanted suggestions as what sf novels

ns should read. Well, I've got two suggestions
The Star Fraction by Ken Macleod. As this is
out a factionalised Britain, I think it is highly
relevant

b) Nineteen Eighty-Four. =
» While there are no plans to merge Focus with any of the
ther magazines, from the next issue we hope that Matrix
will carry a column from the Focus team, “Out Of Focus

We'te been thinking for some time about ways of
celebrating the BSFA's 40th anniversary ~ other than by
contributing to its mid-life crisis, that is. Running a
convention what do you all think? Would you be
interested in a BSFA-run con?

A complete list of US-published sf and fantasy would be
a huge undertaking, and we simply don't have the room.
But I'll do my best to improve the coverage, — Chris
WE ALSO HEARD FROM: Andrew M. Butler, Steve
Jeffery, Dominic Ryder, Alison Scott (I think - the
signature is unclear!), Sue Thomas, Julie Venner,
Howard Watts, and Roger Wilson. Thanks to
everybody, and keep those letters coming! ¢

competition extra —

14842 S 50467a's
anthropological nstitute. (35.13) 31,62 Author of 112, 27a, 42d (5.8) 51. Submit bad art before there's  scorecard. (4.2)
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5

)
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59 Where and why youtake offthe top 25 IS charged for partial demolition. (3) 48, See 100. 69, Chinese politician gets madat  Cram? (5)
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The Martian Ambassador defivers fratemal greetings to the US Congress

WENT T0 skt Mars Attacks! with two preconceived

notions. That when Tim Burton grows up he will

probably make a great film, and that the film |

was about to see demonstrated something which

is currently very wrong with Hollywood: the
willingness to repeatedly ivest the biggest budgets
n the most trivial projects. Mars Atfacks! reputedly
cost $70 million and is based on a series of
bubblegum trading cards. There has to be some-
thing seriously amuss when filmdom's finest talent,
creative and technical, is to be found engaged in
bringing such material to the screen. The Saturday
Matinee has taken over the world.

Happily, if Tim Burton hasn't exactly grown up, his
new film does show how a genuinely inspired and
uniquely talented director can, from the most
unlikely and unpromising materials, create an
entertamment which has at the very least a distaff,
through-the-looking-glass kind of greamess. I will
state here that I haven't seen all of Burton’s films,
that I've never been among his fans, that I've long
thought he hasn't a clue as to how to sustain a
narmative, or, excepting Eduwand Scissorhands, create
characters an audience can care about. Given all
that, Mars Attacks! 1s by far the best Tim Burton film
I'have seen to date.

Opening with an homage to Close Encounters of the
Thind Kind, m which rather than a spacecrat
appearing over the road leading to the crest of a hill
aherd of buming cows acts as a suitably surreal and
bad-taste altemative - perhaps the govemment
could leam something ivs<i-is BSE’ - Burton
establishes that this is gong to be a no-holds-barred
spectacle. This is remforced by a virtuoso main-title
sequence which features increasing numbers of very

The original set of 55 cards was issued in 1963 by Topps. the US
‘bubblegum company. was fimited 10 a few East Coast
ciies. but there was such 2 furore about the bioody and violent
scenes that they were withdrawn and never soid elsewhere. With

Len Brown was the wrter of the senes. then 2 young man recently

hred by Woody Geiman. Topps's publsher: he had previously
worked on the equally controversal ‘Crvl War' cards. Bob Powel
rew the scenes. and Norn Saunders 6 the colouring.

GARY DALKIN

gets out is hula-hoop and X-Ray Specs and
looks backwards in ime at Tim Burton's
latest feature, based on a controversialsetof
Hrading cards brieflyissued n 1963.

Popcom and Kia-Ora?

Bubblegum and blood, i you please.

19305 silver saucers leaving the canals (sic) of Mars
and heading for Earth in triangular formations. The
sequence is one of ever increasing scale, as ship
becomes squadron becomes fleet Acmmpanymg
this is a stridently martial theme by Danny Elfman,
complete with (synthesised) theremin. It is musn
Bemard Herrmann might have written, and with
the silver ships on screen takes us right back to the
first Hollywood sf classic of the 30s, The Day the
Earth Stood Still.

After this breathtaking start the film settles down
for half an hour to introduce the all-star cast. This
slow ~ by modem commercial standards - section
has met with much criticism, but it works to the
film's advantage. By the time the action starts we
know enough about who allthe people are to follow
their increasingly unlikely actions, i not with
concern, then at least with considerable interest.
Though this is not an actors’ film, it is here that
Burton scores with his starstudded cast. There
might be burning cows in Mars Attacks! but there
are no sacred ones, and much perverse delight i to
be had from figuring out which of the major names
will make it to the end titles. Burton decimates his
characters, star status being no safe haven.
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Those among the audience who have noticed the near-supematural
survival skill of family canines in recent blockbusters ~ Independence
Day, Taister, A Time To Kill and Daylight being just four examples in the
last nine months of pictures in which sentiment and fear of giving
offence has saved the doggy over considerations of plot and plausibility
~ will take a certain wry satisfaction in the scene in which a Martian
tums his ray gun on President Jack Nicholson's beautiful golden
retriever.

Plot? Well, Burton still can't do plot. But here it doesn’t matter. What
happens plays out like Monty Python Meets the Martians, with just as
‘much invention as that mythical picture, if not as much laugh-out-loud
mermiment. There is even a subtle reference to Python when the
President’s cynical teenage daughter echoes Eric Idle’s “Universe Song”
(from Monty Python's Meaning of Lif9), suggesting it's a good job there’s
intelligent life in space because there sure ain't none down here.

An alternative description of Burton’s film would have it as the bad-
taste remake of lndependence Day. The best answer to that is that the
films would make a perfect double-bill. Mars Attacks! hasn't quite the
vastness of scale or the thrilling exhilaration of the earlier film, but it is
gleefully inventive, witty and tremendously well-crafted, with both eyes
on the full Cinemascope screen (it's Burton's first venture into this
format). Always a visually intense director, much of his previous work
has looked ‘cramped” in mere widescreen ~ particularly the claustro-
phobically grey studio set of Batman Returns — while here he has the
chance to literally stretch out his visual imagination. In doing so he
offers many treats, including several images which dazzle even the
FX-jaded millennial filmgoer. An absolutely enormous crowd gathered
to greet a landing spaceship, seen from directly above, a dozen or more
helicopters flying far below, and from above that the saucercraft descen-
ding, Splendidly animated S0s-style Martians turing ray guns on upon
the assembled US Congress. The disembodied heads of Pierce Brosnan
and Sarah-Jessica Parker declaring eternal love for each other. There are
many others. Mars Attacks! is a chocbox of visual delights, packed with
centres which either ignore or invert all the expected conventions,

Given all the agreeably comic-book ickyness, Burton gets surprisingly
decent performances from his cast. Nicholson plays it straight as the
rational President way out of his depth. Brosnan is fine as a very English
scientist. Steiger deliberately evokes memories of Dr Strangelove as a
general with a particular enthusiasm for nuking everything. And Tom
Jones as Tom Jones perfectly captures the psychedelic strangeness of it
all with a Disneyesque rendition of “It's Not Unusual”, which won't be
Delieved even when it has been seen

On top of all this are the CGI Martians themselves. They are splendid
creations, malevolent mischief-makers with their brains outside their
skulls and an attitude like interplanetary gremlins. The implication is
that advanced technology doesn't for a minute equate with moral
advancement. These aliens act like tourists in other species’ misery,
destroying for the sheer hell of it, because they can, and because it's fun.
We've seen the world destroyed many times before on screen, but
perhaps never with such wild enthusiasm, Independence Day allowed us
to revel in the destruction, safe in the knowledge that the President
would save the day. Here the forces of the mightiest nations are as
nothing, and the Earth is saved by a wheelchair-bound lady in her
nineties!

Mars Attacks! flopped in America, and by the time you read this will
probably have done the same here. Certainly no one | have told about it
has shown the slightest interest in the picture, for which the poor
trailers are, | suggest, at least partly to blame. Given the commercial
failure of so expensive a feature the studios can hardly be blamed for
reverting to formula. If this summer the public begins to tire of endless
imagination-free sequels they have no one to blame but themselves
Meanwhile, catch Mars Attacks! while you can. The small screen will kill
itdead

—©Gary Dalkin 1997

Mars Attacks! Girected by Tim Burton. Screenplay Jonathon Gems. Diector of
Photography Suschitzsky. Music Danny Effman.

Cast: Jack Nicholson, Glenn Close, Ante Bening, Pirce Brosnan, Danny DeVito,
Martn Short, Sarah-Jessica Parker, Michae J. Fox, Rod Steiger, Tom Jones;
Cinemascope (anamorphic 235-1). 105 minutes. Cert PG

—eYadiQ ——

AWizard of Earthsea

BBC Radio 4, 26 December 1996, 120 mins. Directed by Janet Whitaker.
Dramatised by Bert Coules from the novel by Ursula K. Le Guin.

Music by David Shilton & Nick Russell Pavier.

Cast: Dame Judi Dench (Narrator), Michael Maloney (Ged), Mark Burroughs (young
Ged), Richard Johnson (Dragon of Pendor), Emma Fielding (Lady Serat), Owen 9—
Meredith (Ogion), Robert Harper (Vetch), Chris Paviow (Jasper). &

oMaINGH

You'd think it would be the perfect play. What a combination: international
bestselling novel ~ A Wizard of Earthsea, written by top fantasy author Ursula K. Le 3
Guin, dramatised for radio by ert Coules, who has successfully dramatised all of
the Sherlock Holmes stories; starring Judi Dench as the Narrator and Michael
Maloney as Ged. But unfortunately, although it was good, it lacked spark.

As a quick recap for anyone who's been living in the dark ages, A Wizard of
Earthsen (1969) s the first of four novels in the ‘Earthsea’ series. The second, The Tor
Atuan, was published in 1971, and the third, The Farthest Shore, in 1972. This was
followed by a break of eighteen years before Tehanu was published in 1990.

Z auysay usyi3 g

The ‘Earthsea’ eries can be seen as a cycle of life. Wizard deals with male coming-of-age
(in the person of Ged), growing up, and Ged's initiation into wizardry. Tombs draws on
themes of love and sex and female coming-of-age (Tenar), and Shore was to be the hero's
Tast and greatest adventure as Ged, now an old and wise wizard, takes on a young
apprentice and thus fulfils the cycle of life. But eighteen years later he appeared again in
Tehanu - now having lost all his powers he is back in his town of Gont - who is the
novels actual herofine), having first appeared in Tombs

AS with many of Le Guin's novels, she has played with opposites to create a complex
structure of metaphors and symbols. The most prominent contrasts in Wizard are light /
dark, life / death, and most importantly good / evil, which is symbolised through the
hero Ged and “a shapeless mass of darkness”, the shadow.

Ged isa “mage” (an artist), and everything you could want from the hero of a fantasy.
Heis active rather than pasive, he initiates rather than observes, and is always honest
and courageous. He has human frailties too: he's brash, vain and headstrong, but itis

this combination that helps A Wizard of Earthsea be  tale full of lessons to be learned,
though without preaching, and helps convey a realistic depiction of a fantasy world.

(It's strange considering Le Guin's large feminist following that there are few women's
réles in Wizard (and indeed many of her novels), and none with any real power. It is not
necessarily a requirement of a female author to introduce a strong female role, and [ am
certainly not advocating that there should be one category for writers and another for
women writers. But it is interesting, none theless.)

The novel's focus is the struggle between Ged and aShadow’, which relentlessly
pursues him. However, as in this dramatisation both Ged and the Shadow are played by
Michael Maloney, a link is made between the two. Ged had to wait an hour and 20
minutes to realise that the shadow was the evil within him, but the listener had worked
that out from the castlst in Radio Times.

Ged first discovers the spell which can “summon up the spirit of the dead” when he is
looking for a spell to imprison the Lord's Daughter. A dark shadow appears and only his
master, Ogion, can get rd of it. Ogion warns that the spell can only be used in peril of
your power and your life, but when Ged casts the spell again it is in order to impress his
fellow trainee wizards. On both occasions Ged unleashes the darkness in a foolishly vain
attempt to impress others, and is only saved once he understands the shadow’s true
nature. For once you know something’s rue name you have power over it

Inevitably with abridging and dramatising a novel there is much that s left out. What
is emphasised here is not the adventure of Ged "searching for an enemy he did not
know, and a place he could not name”, but a slower journey, a journey of discovery,
focusing on the lessons he has to learn along the way: the need for individual
responsibility, recognising and avoiding folly,the search for self and obedience.
Therefore this dramatisation came across more as a cautionary tale than one of the
fantastic. This was heightened through Judi Dench’s calming and authoritative Narrator.

The ‘Earthsea’ novels have remained popular through their simplicity and passion
They contain all the elements one requires in a fantasy - wizards, sword fights, sorcerers,
enchantresses, demons, fights for lives, heroes and dragons - without getting bogged
down in tiresome debates on gender and sexuality. It goes back to reassuring battles
between good and evil and the ever-present need to maintain the status quo. But [ think
that those who are passionate about the series may have found this dramatisation too
slow and passionless. I
— ©Ellen Cheshire 1997
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— dealers

Home

Shopping

AS Philip Muldowney notes in his letter on
page 12, st is in danger of losing its heritage,
with an enormous number of books - many
regarded as classics of the genre - out of
print. If you're lucky you'll live somewhere
with a good number of second-hand book-
shops (I'm pretty well-served in Leeds, for
example), but this is probably exceptional.
Which is where your friendly mail-order
dealer comesin ...

Here is a selection of mail-order suppliers,
most of whom deal primarily with sf / fantasy
/ horror and carry substantial second-hand

« AK Distribution (A4, 6

PO Box 12766, Edinburgh. EHB 9YE

Web: http: //www.obsolete. con/ak/

This workers' co-operative encompasses a distribufion arm (AKA
Books Co-Operatve Lid) and a pubishing house (AK Press), and
s a sort of Briish version of the American Loompanics. Their
immense catalogue covers alteraive and offthe-wall material of
every imaginable kind, and there's much to interest the s! fan
There are books (ficton and non-fiction ~ Acker. Burroughs,
Machen Lovecraht, Sue Thomas. lan Banks, Stering, Rucker,
Moorcock. Greenland's book on same, and many more).
RE/Search materal. poetry, songs. graphic novels and comics
(inchuding Meng & Ecker and Lord Horron wmlwfﬁ-
“exploraton of the margns of apocalypse cullre” with Acker,
Buroughs, Jaman, , Genesis P. Oridge, Calin Wison,
UFOs and Hite. tatioos and piercing (yawn), Timothy Lury
Death An, etc. elc.; Vague - the first glossy fanzine;

Index on Censorship), magazines (Alen Underground mhno
theary for juvenie delinguents', mdminu a piece on the weird
London Association: Hoax! - pranks, scams

stocks. Please note that no of
their services or reliability is implied,
though the fact that all of them are well-esta-
biished counts in their favour. Indeed, if
you've dealt with any of them in the past and
have comments to make, either positive or
negative - or know of other similar dealers -
1'd be very interested to hear from you.

If you're after specific books, it's also worth
remembering the free small-ads in this very
magazine, which — occasionally to the adver-
tiser's surprise, shame on them - really can
work. Thanks to Christine Kovach and
Chris Hill | now have a copy of Brian
Stableford's Paradox of the Sets, and thanks
to John A. Spencer | also have Ghastly
Beyond Belief. Just send your ad to me at
the editorial address.

Good hunting!
— Chris

mwmesmumwmeunsmmmmmw
barcodes, Canary Whar and an interview with Ken Campbell
2600 - the phveaker / hacker 2ne), Music tapes, spoken word,
speeches. videos. T-shirts (compietely unwearable in public,
most of ‘em). You get the idea. Each tem (there are thousands)
has a small review or commentary, though these seem fo be 2
it uncriica - a leavening of this is crap’ would make t easier
1o rust the postive remarks

- Cold Tonnage Books (A5, 40py: free)

22 Kings Lane. Windiesham, Surrey. GU20 6JQ

Tel 01276 475388 Fax 01276 451367

The knowiedgeable and frendy Andy Richards runs Cold
Tonnage. which specalises in mai-order but has a large
second-hand siock i the Murder One bookstore, 71-73 Charing
Cross Road in London. The catalogues are wel-produced and
amotated, and cover i and fantasy (there's much Akham
House material, colletables and raries, ficion and non-iction.
new and used. On the dear side, but qualy is assured.

+ Ken Cowley (A5, 64pp; free)

Trinty Cottage, 153 Oid Church Road, Clevedon, North
Somerset, BS21 7TU

Tel-01275 872247

Ken retired from his career in adverising and joumalism ten
years ago, and stared messing 2bout with books” as 2 hobby
which it remains. He started dealing as a way of thinning down
is persanal colecton of about 15,000 tes, and he habit stuck
He's been 2 member of the Briish Fantasy Societyfor over 20

years. and speaks at their conventions and those of the Ghost
Story Society. He writes too, with some 30 publshed storis,
artices and reviews in various magazines; he says his finest
achievement was to achieve professional pubicaton with a short
story in Richard Dalby's hardback anthology Vampire Stories

s well s an abiding passion fo s, fantasy and horror he's
“also iterested in fims and detective stores, al reflected in his

the hellcan' | go and see [Crash] | want to? | read the book
twenty years ago and haven' had sex n a car wreck snce.), and
a vared and copiously amotated stock s from loads of st
paperbacks at £150 to colectors’ tems, sex ' sleaze
paperbacks 10 a fine selection of pulp magazines. Prices low to
medum

Postage: al cost Minimum order €5 Noth American
customers can pay via Ken's US agent, dealer Nick Certo

- Dreamberry Wine Books (A5, 20pp; ree)

233 Maine Road, Manchester, M4 TWG

Tel: 0161 226 2960

Mike Don - “53 years old, Scotish, and an anarchist” - runs this
Manchester-based mai-order enterprise, and issues a

(though ' more of a fanzine, realy) every couple of months.
Mike says he “started DW about 1980 as a service 10 users of
Manchesters Grass Roots Bookshop where | then warked. Took
it with me when | was turfed out two years later, and s been
going ever since. (The name i derived from the Elguest comic
stip, with which | was infatuated atthe time — can® stand it iow,
but Fm stuck with )" Dreambenry Wine deals mostly i books -
Mike has 1o interest in comics (now!) and doesn canry much
meda ben material AS wellas stng a large number of new

reguiar letter column where
pubishing news and book reviews (thes are independent and
unbiased, and not an aid fo sales - the reviewers are not afraid fo
say if a book stinks), and also runs occasional interviews: last
November Andy Dariigton talked to Savoy Books' David Brton

author of Lord Horrorand jaledor his troudle
Used paperbacks are cheap, wih many under 2 (s worth
noting that even with postage ths is sil cheaper than many
secondhand bookshops).  Hardbacks  are

)
reasonable. A few collctables, but DW eals mosty with
readers, not collectors. i you buy from Mke youll get the
catalogue free, but a sub costs £7 pia

Postage: pb 55p fst one, 40p each thereafer;hb £1.75 each:
alto a max of £3.30 with orders over £30 postire in the UK

+ Fantast (Medway) (A5, 24pp; free)

PO Box 23, Upwell, Wisbech, Cambs., PE14 98U

Tel: 01945 773576

Ken Stater discovered a copy of Amazing Stories in Wooworth's
in 1927 and has been 2 highly active fan ever since, even during
bis time as an amy captan in WWIL His influental fanzne
Operaton Fantast (1347-1955) was t he hear o 1950 Briish
fandom,
invoived in running conventions — Pelerborough in 1963,
Repetercon in 1964, Yarcon in 1966 - and was a Guest of
Honour a the 1987 Brighton Worldcon; he's won the Doc Weir
award and, af the Glasgow Worldcon in 1995, the Big Heart
Award He's twice been responsible for rescuing the BSFA from
itsel (his membership number is 6) and putting it back on is feet
- the second time he tumed i info a company - but we won't
hoid that against him. Like Athur C. Clarke, another mainstay of

| expensive tems. It carries both new and old stock, UK and US.

hardback and paperback, books and , and seems 10
be a one-stop solution (as the jargon has i) f you dont have
easy access 10 a good bookshop. The catalogues are friendy
and very informative: all books have their condtion carefully
noted and most entries are annotated (collections have their
‘contents lsted, for example), and not uncritcally, There's editorial
‘material which puts a human face on the business, and gives a
definite feeing that Ken cares about his customers. Prices on
used items are perhaps a e higher than some, but there are

muliple purchases and various specia
| offers.

‘ Poaape @t cost Overseas orders welcome. Credt cards



« Fantastic Literature (A5, 24pp; free)
35 The Ramparts, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 8PY
TellFax: 01268 747564
Run by Simon Gosden, tis is “a small company that has been
operating for about 15 years. It operates from private premises
but viewing of stock can be arranged. It's run by a fanatical
reader of sf. fantasy and horror fiction, who also ikes thrlers,
heroic and dark fantasy, and crime novels We nn a
comprehensive search service and aim to produce 56 lsts per
year, each containing about 1,500 tfles

The catalogue is periaps a litle cramped and hard to read,
and would benefit from a redesign. Its sparsely annotated,
though books' conditions are aiways noted (and here it bady
needs a ey *sl sp wr ow fn copy’ Is typical, and defeats me)
There's a friendly editorial showing that Simon has a healthy
involvement with his customers, answering and posing questions,
and chatting about books. Prices medium, but many secondhand
paperbacks at under £2 and as-new ones at £2.50 or so. Some
collectables (a first edition of Tiger! Tiger! for £49.95). no pulps, |
some hardbacks but mostly paperbacks,

Postage: at cost to a maximum of £3 UK. £9 overseas. Credit |
cards accepted. |

the Leeds shop s now closed he st runs Skyrack as a
mailorder supplier, and the frendly Iitle catalogue lsts loads of
extremely cheap i books as well as many magazines and
comics. There are occasional collectors’ ftems - the Gnome
editon of Asimov's Foundation and Empie for £30. a signed firt
edion of E E. Smith's Trplanetary for £105 ~ but mosty

| harcbacks go for £1-€3, and paperbacks for 252, Ron is

scrupulous about noting the condition of every item. and will give
cash refunds if any tem has been sold.

Postage: send £3.50 and Ron will refund any diterence or
bear any addtional cost himself/

+ The Talking Dead (A5, 16pp; free)

12 Rosamund Avenue, Metey, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 1TE

Tel: 01202 849212

Bob Wardzinsk has "been involved in s for over 20 years and
since leaving the ilustious post of reasurer of the Exeter
Universty SF Society has buit up a very large stock of sf
paperbacks and magazines. | have worked hard fo establish
contacts in Europe, the USA and Austrlia and regulaly attend
speciast paperback and pulp book fais” amongst which was

Stocks cover most genres of 1 horror, crine, im/TV etc. with
10,000 paperbacks in the stirtor genre pus a selecton of
hardback fists, plus 1,000+ pulp magazines, Most siforror
authors are covered withthe largest UK holdings of E. R. Burr-
oughs. Robert E. Howard, pulp hero (Doc Savage. Shadow
etc) with many US/UK and foreign edions.” Maurice also
organises the annual Paperback & Hardback Adventure Book
Fair {this year at Westminster Central Hall on Sat 12 Apri) and
the UK Paperback & Pulp Book Fai (ate October at the
Grosvenor Hotel, Victorial, and publihes Paperbacks, Pulps
and Comics, a magazine devoted to bock collcting, There's 2
retal oulet called Global ity in the Guidhall Market, Bath

Given such a large stock, ifs not surpising that the
catalogues - there are separale ones for each genre - are
largely unannotated. The information given is geared towards
colletors - (conditon, publisher’s fssuing _number, date,
sometimes cover detas), as are the pries. But there's much
of iterest: many Badger Books (averaging about £5 each
these days), and a complete set of PKD Society newsleters
for £100,for example

Postage: First book 1, subsequent books 50p each o
maximum of £5. Credit cards accepted but add 5%.

« Fantasy Centre (A5, 24pp: free)
157 Holloway Road, London, N7 8LX.
TelFax; 0171 607 9433
1 have two catalogues from this com
pany, but although there's some
rendy infroductory chit-chat there is
o indicaton of the person(s) behind
the desk. Fantasy Centre has a retal
outle (157 Holloway Road, London)
but also issues these very elegant
and professional catalogues - some-
times with colour covers - for mai-
oder customers. Theyre. aiming
largely af collectors, andhe prices re-
flect his: €60 for a 1930 Astounding,
£25 for the Ace paperback of
Rucker's The Sex Sphere, £350 for a
firsteciton of Heinlein's Stranger ina
Strange Land, £240 for a fist of
Pratchetts The Light Fantastic. |
cant spot anything under a fiver.
Genre coverage s si / fantasy /
Horror, hardbacks and paperbacs
pulps and magazines. The mailorder
side is definitely for collectors only,
but give their $hop a vist - it carres
more everyday stock t00

Postage: at cost. Packing extia
(naturally enough, given the vaiue of
ther  materia)  Credt  cards

as collateral

attraction.

Contact: Anne Brown on 01285 750587

— the face of the future?

THE BIG BOYS are moving into second-hand books, and independent specialist
dealers may soon be threatened, just as independent bookshops were by the scrapping of
the Net Book Agreement and the rise of the chain bookstores, Paperback Exchange is
small at present, with five shops (in Hereford, Taunton, Coventry, Rugby and Worcester,
and a sixth opening in April in Bedford), but has recently announced plans to open
another sixteen stores by the end of 1998, half of them being franchises. Financial plans
are in place; Barclays Bank has agreed to advance up to £30,000 to franchisees, with stock

“We are looking at it as a business rather than as a labour of love,”

said PE director Anne Brown, who claims that the company has applied the efficiency of
a modern retailer to the second-hand book market. Launched in 1992, it has a central
warehouse currently containing 65,000 titles, and all its shops will soon be electronically
linked; they aim to deliver orders within 24 hours. All books are barcoded and can be
exchanged for credit, typically for 33% of the price paid. The extensive use of new
technology means that PE hopes to offer services such as book searches and specialist /
genre stock lists. Franchisees can also get discounted new books through special deals
struck with the big publishers, but this is seen as an ‘added value’ service, not a core

“Mark V. Ziesing Books (A4,

— | d0ppifree)

= | PO Box 76, Shingetown, CA
(US  code) 916

5680

Email ziesingebigehair . con

Web

www.bigchair, con/ziesing
Mark is perhaps best known in the
UK for the smal press he runs,
which has 2 fine' reputation for
quality both i his choice of books
and their design. He's also an
anglophle, t least as far as sf is
concemed - the only way fo get
old of Brian Stableford's novel
version of The Hunger and
Ecstasy_of Vampires Is _from
Ziesing Press. He's also published

The Book of lan Watson (a
collecton of ficton_and
non-iction),  Dick's _ nonicton

collction The Dark-haired G,
Connie Wilis's Remake, and
many ofher firstate books.

But he's also a dealer (new
bocks only), and issues regular,
well-produced_catalogues which
ae wondertuly eclectc. The

accepted.

- Sanctum Books (A5, 20pp: ree)
60 Manfield Road. Northampton, NN 4NN
Terry Bull runs Sanctum, whose mail-order catalogues feature
some old and hard-to-get sf/ fantasy hardbacks. with a nice list of
Ace Doubles, some juveniia, fim and TV novelisations and
sundries. Prices are average, and he's not shy of seling reading
copies: ex-library books, Science Fiction Book Club editions, old
paperbacks and so forth. Books which have clearly been read
and loved, and what's wrong with that?

Postage: at cost 10 a masimum of £350. Book searches
undertaken.

- Skyrack Book Service (A6, 44pp; ree)

36 Harlow Park Crescent, Harrogate, North Yorks, HG2 0AW
Unt a year ago the venerable Ron Benett had a shop in the
Merron Centre n Leeds, but sadly had to move out because of
eyesigh problems. He's a long-standing fan - though no longer
very active apart fom his. dealership - who was a founder
member of the BSFA. He atiended his frst con in 1954, was
Secretary / Treasurer of the 1962 Eastercon, published the
fanzines Ploy and Skyrack Newsiettr, wrote over 200 artces for
various fanzines in the 505 and 60s, had & couple of sf stores
published (one in New Worids), won the 1958 TAFF race fo
attend the Los Angeles Worldcon, was a founder member and
editor of the OMPA APA, and ran Skyrack from 1965 to date
(including stins in Singapore and Belgium|. A busy man. Though

Futurecrime 96 on the south coast, which he organised. TTD also
ofers a free booksearch service (even for low-priced ems) and,
uniquely, “competitive, specialist book insurance organised
ihrough an estabished Lioyds broker'. Bob says this has “proven
10 be a soluion o the headache of convincing general insurance
companies ofthe value o significant sf collectons”.

The quarterly catalogues are neat though unannotated, and
mostly aimed at paperback colctors. Prices are medium, There
are some infresting Ace Doubles, a lot f eary Phip K. Dick
paperbacks. and a good selection of magazines. There is a
separate hardback list, which reveals the iteresting fact that
Harrer non-) by Donald Mackenzie is known to be by Chis
Priest”

Postage: 50p per book o a maximum of E3.60. Wants sts
welcome.

+ Zardoz Books (A5, 40pp, SAE+50p in stamps)

20 Whitecroft, Dilton Marsh, Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4DJ
TelFax: 01373 865371

Email: 100124, 262@conpuserve. con

Web: http://ourworld. compuserve. con/homepages/MFL
anatardoz

| Owner Maurice Flanagan - until recently a senior lecturer in poly-

mer technology - claims that Zardoz 1s the UK's largest second-
hand paperback dealer. wih stocks of over 100,000 books, Ifs
“been establshed for over ten years providing a mail order
sevice 1o prmariy paperback fiction collecors and readers

criterion for inclusion seems to be
well, mainly that e likes the book, o it looks intresting
Fortunately he loves sf. The annotations are often amusing or
whimsical, but always useful: thus on Ben Bova's Orion
Among the Sters, “Miary . Rarely does it do anything
approaching groovy”: on Stableord's Camival of Destuction,
“Bian Stableford is a great wrter and a wondertu human
being’; on Shaun Hutson's Erebus, “Sick horror novel Hutson
is sick. Anybody that reads him is sick. How many you need?”
There's much sf and fantasy of course, but a ot more too,
Eclctic? Some random ttes: English As a Second Fucking
Language (how to swear for non-natives), Insect Musicians
and Crcket Champions (subted “A Cultural History of Singing
Insects in Japan and China’), Shoes: A Celebration of Purps,
Sandals, Slipers and More (500 pages on - . . shoes),
Thirteen: A Joumey Into the Number, Buddhism For Sheep,
Hiss and Tell (now to psychoanalyse you cat), The Guillofine:
Its Legend and Lore, A Field Guide to Hot Sauces, The
Sexually of Jesus, Labyinths: Ancient Myths and Moder
Uses, and so on. There's music erotca, b, radical cultre,
an, dope, and the just plain unclassifable. Al in al, an
invaluable source for obscure Americana as well as US sf.
Postage: surtace rate to UK approx. $1.60 per Ib. Credi
cards accepted. Airmail only i paying by redit card
— Chis Terran

+ Thanks to all the dealers.
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CHIMERAS
and their

CRADLES

brian stableford

on the genesis of Genesys

HALLENGED TO IMAGINE MONSTERS. the human imagmnation has always
resorted to chimeras. The grifins, sphinxes and manticores of ancient
mythology ~ many of which were scrupulously recorded in the Historia
Naturalis of Plinius Secundus (better known nowadays as Pliny the
Elder) - have been regularly supplemented by the inventions of later

writers, such as Ariosto’s hippogriff. When H. G. Wells required monstrous

Martians his instinct led him to combine the repulsive features of the

most-loathed insects, reptiles and molluscs with huge, accusative eyes - an

example followed by hundreds of 20th-century sf writers and movie-makers.

The compilation of such chimeras had no need to observe the limitations of
biological possibility because no one knew where those limits might lie. Even
now, when the mysterious workings of DNA are in the process of gradual
elucidation, we know very little about the processes by which one tiny
egg-cell tums itself into an ostrich, another into a whale and a third into a
human being. We speak vaguely of ‘genetic blueprints’, but we do not know
how the analogical blueprint might be encoded into our genes (if it is), nor
how it might be ‘read (i it is) by the enveloping embryo. This ignorance has
not, of course, prevented us from producing actual chimeras by mingling the
genes of sheep and goats, or mice and rats. The possibilities are probably
endless, and it 15 a near-certainty that the processes of species-production
employed in nature will soon be supplemented by human designs of which
nature knows nothing

It might, of course, be different elsewhere. All we know of ‘nature’is a single:
evolutionary sequence; we have no other ecospheres, as yet, with which to
compare our own. On other worlds orbiting other stars, nature might have
stumbled on all kinds of tricks unrepresented here. We have already learned
the lesson that most of the tricks technology can do were turned long since
somewhere in the natural world; it therefore seems probable that anything
genetic engineers can do on Earth wil already have been done someawhers in
the universe, without mtefligent aid. We are, at least, free to speculate about
such matters.

For various reasons, part commercial and part idiosyncratic, | decided in 1993
that | wanted to produce a science fiction novel heavily camouflaged as a
fantasy trilogy. | wanted to wnte a planetary romance featuring vagabond
princes, adventurous princesses, valiant swordsmen, clever merchants
giants, mercunal Serpents, wise Salamanders, marvellous forests, Spangled
Deserts, Crystal Cities and ~ above all - monsters galore. | needed chimeras,
and | needed some kind of biologic - however shght and unobtrusive -
which might account for the existence of chumeras and afford them a
particular sigmficance within the evolution of life, not merely on their own
world but within a greater Universal Scheme of Things. I took what
inspiration | could from Plinius Secundus, and set out on an odyssey of
exploration and explanation concealed within the odyssey undertaken by my

vagabond princes, ambitious princesses, etc. etc. That quest reaches its climax
n Chimera's Cradle, the concluding volume of the three-decker novel Genesys,
which Legend will publish in May 1997,

Such quests, alas, always tend to resemble the pursuit of wild geese more
than they resemble the search for the Holy Grail. No matter how heavily
camouflaged science fiction may be, it cannot retain any substantial measure
of rational responsibility and still achieve the neatness and moral purity of
which fantasy is capable. All science-fictional quests have an element of
futility, but that does not make them pointless or uninteresting; they might be
regarded as chimerical entities themselves, fusing incompatible aims and
methods into a remarkable but ill-fitting whole.

Itis only in fantasy that a climax really can settle all matters outstanding and
put everything to nights; it is only in fantasy that hippogriffs can actually fly.
Because it is only camouflaged s fantasy, it is possible that some readers will
be disappointed by the outcome of Chimera’s Cradle, which settles very little
and features only lightweight flyers. I hope there will be at least as many
others who will find it intriguingly satisfactory in offering a glimpse of a
Universal Scheme which requires no tidy settlements at all, nor any ultimate
righting of all perceived wrongs. | would like to believe, at any rate, that
Plinius Secundus would have found it fascinating.

— © Brian Stableford 1997

Chimera's Cradle s due from Legend in May, price £15.99; the first two
volumes, Serpent's Blood and Salamander’s Fire, are available in paperback.
Brian’s novella “The Hunger and Ecstasy of Vampires” won the 1996 BSFA
Award, and the sequel appeared in Interzone in January and February.
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15 NOW TEN YEARS since Frank Miller single-handedly created the modern Batman

industry. It is an incontrovertible fact that if it were not for the huge international

success of Batman: The Dark Knight Returns in 1986, both as limited series and

graphic novel, there would be no Batman movies, no Batman animated TV series,

10 successful toy line, and the current range of Batman comics would have a
completely different complexion.

[ briefly met Miller, at the time, at the UK Comic Art Convention in London. What
he said is a distant memory (I don't read comics much these days) but the
conversation | had with another American that day has stuck in my mind ever since.

1 was talking to Gary Groth, the head of the Fantagraphics line, and part way
through the chat someone asked him about Frank Miller, and he said: “Ask him
why Dark Kright is so fascistic.” Here's the news ~ all superhero comics are fascistic
Anyone who exerts control over another human being by means of superior
strength or power is fascistic. Most crime fiction has an element of the fascist about
it - the wish to ‘deal out justice’ without the tedious recourse to due process is
deeply rooted in our culture. Witness the ‘Dirty Harry’ movies. Dirty Harry and
Magnum Force are actually a discourse on this point, but the movies that foliowed
them are demonstrations of  societal wish-fulfilment revenge fantasy.

What Miller did was make the nature of the Batman exphait rather than implicit.
Dark Kuight is simply the Batman mythos stripped down to basics and hot-rodded,
and probably the best superhero comic ever. The Batman of Dark Knight is in his
fifties, Robin is dead and Bruce Wayne has not been Batman for ten years. Miller
transplants Batman to a near future where society has broken down, gangs rule
Gotham, and the presence of a ‘fascistic’ Batman is almost justified. But what
actually causes Wayne to take up cape and cowl is the re-emergence of one of his
gallery of arch-enemies, Two-Face. Batman's reappearance causes another enemy to
awake from catatonia - The Joker.

Miller realises that there is nothing realistic about Batman or his world - we are
dealing with archetypes here, exploded elements of a single psyche. If Two-Face is a
reminder and reflection of the schizophrenic nature of the Batman, then The Joker is
malign fate incamate, as the Batman is retaliation incamate. In dealing with the
murder of Bruce Wayne's parents, and his incarnation as the Batmman, Miller adds
a mystical note ~ perhaps the Batman is a host for some force beyond him, as later
Batman says of the (dying) Joker, “Something in him rustles as it leaves.” The
identification between hero and villain is explicit. Two-Face, although cured, sees
himself as permanently scarred. At their confrontation, The Batman sees “a re
Harvey. A reflection.”

lection,

Talk of the future implies science fiction, but Dark Knight is as much of its time as
1984 was of its. Around the central psychodrama of The Batman a darkly satirical
world unfolds. A presidential figure who is obviously Reagan directs the actions of
the the “last boy scout”, Superman, interfering in other countries’ business
(Grenada, anyone?), unwittingly precipitating an electromagnetic pulse which
disrupts all electrical power on Earth. Gotham descends into anarchy and Batman
must save it.

Throughout, the art complements and sometimes exceeds the story’s ambition.
Miller has designed a monumental Batman, logically enough after forty years of
weight training. His Alfred is a rake of a man, sarcasm etched into his posture
Gotham is the urban city of nightmares. Miller's control of storytelling and multiple
narrative, honed in the successful Daredeuil series for Marvel Comics, comes to
fruition here, in a hammerlock of words and art that has rarely been equalled. Lynn
Varley virtually invented the palette used in colouring modern comic books in this
series, and Klaus Janson's harsh, honed-down inks describe the shadows of Gotham
indark, eerie, detail.

Ultimately The Dark Knight Returns cannot be summed up in terms of its story, its
themes or its art. It is an unusual beast, a graphic novel with longevity, capable of
being read and reread, because of the intertwining of all these elements, the sheer
density of plot and narrative and the leavening touch of black humour.

If you have room in your heart for one, and only one, graphic novel, you should
make it this one,

— © Peter Dillon-Parker 1997
A special hardback anniversary edition of Frank Miller's Batman: The Dark Knight
Returns was published by Titan Books in December at £29.99, with 28 pages of new
sketches, a new introduction by Miller, and a new cover by Miller and Janson.
This article originally appeared in CrimeTime magazine.

31Kness Ve

peter dillon-parker

marks the tenth anniversary of rank miler's seminal graphic novel,
batman: the dark knight refurns
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BACK ISSUES FOR SALE!

Foundation is having a one-off sale of back issues. Do
you want to benefit from our storage problems? The
following issues are available: 21, 23, 24, 25, 27 to 45
and 47 to 62. Brief details of the contents of these are to
be found at http://www.rdg.ac.uk/~lhsjamse/fnd.htm, or
write a cheque to “Foundation Journal” and send it
straight to Andy Sawyer, Science Fiction Foundation
Collection, University of Liverpool Library, PO Box
123, Liverpool L69 3DA, UK. Single issues are £2 each:
ten issues for £15. Postage is extra: in the UK 60p for the
first copy, and 40p for each subsequent copy; overseas
£1 for the first copy, and 70p for each subsequent copy.
If you wish to pay in US dollars, multiply by 1.6 (70p is
0.7 of a £!). Foundation is published in the UK by the
Science Fiction Foundation with the support of the
Friends of Foundation (Registered Charity no. 1041052).
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CLAIRE

BRIALEY

Jooks t he first part ofthe new
version of the Star Wars triogy, and
wonders i it was worth

HAVE GREAT NOSTALGIA for Star Wars, and have seen all three films a number of
times on video, but [ hadn't seen it in a cinema for exghteen and a half years; |
seem to recall [ didn't appreciate it much back then anyway. | was a bit con-
cerned about what they might have done to it in the course of the restoration
(tarting up) process; if they were trying to make it compete with, say, [ndepend-
ence Day in order to attract the Yoof of Today | wasn't entirely sure I'd recognise it.

Well, it's not that different. There’s still lots of swashbuckling, some good laughs
(although not quite as many as the under-tens in the audience appeared to think
there were), nice space shots. Luke Skywalker's still too short to be a hero, Han
Solo’s still gorgeous, Princess Leia still has the silliest hairstyle in the galaxy. Darth
Vader seems a bit less scary now that I'm not eight, but still has a cool cloak. What
they have actually changed falls into three categories:

1) Restored bits: the main example of which must be the scene with Han Solo and
Jabba the Hutt before the Millennium Falcon leaves Mos Eisley (see cover). This
wasn't terribly impressive; there were inconsistencies with Jabba’s appearance and
behaviour in Return of the Jedi, the meeting doesn’t add anything to the flow of the
plot, and it may make Solo’s motivation in The Empire Strikes Back a bit harder to
understand. But it does make the cuts between otherwise very quick scenes seem a
bit less awkward, and it was nice to have an extra minute of Harnison Ford. I'm also
told that Luke’s reunion with his Dear Ole Chum Biggs just before they set off for
the big fight with the Death Star isn't actually the take which was in the onginal
print of the film, which seems like a bizarre thing to change in restoration

2) New bits: not good at all. There seemed to be bits of CGI which look amateunsh
now and will look terrible in a couple of vears' time. and mostly mvolved little
creatures hopping or flitting about in restored long-shots where someone obviously
thought there was too much sky or building in the frame. Whatever it was the
Stormtroopers were riding (hey, everyone loves dinosaurs now, don't they?) were
very awkward; and so was the Stormtrooper trying to get off one (see stills, above).

3) Enhanced / changed bits: the print has evidently been touched up and space
Iooks better. but a lot of the exterior shots look even more crackly by companison.
Darth Vader’s spaceship-chases along the Death Star trench actually look less
impressive, and [ can't work out i it's because something in those scenes has been
changed, or because nothing has been changed but other films which ripped it off
have since done it better. The explosions have been enhanced quite significantly and
look very good, but are basically Star Trek explosions because that's the way they do
things now.

Because | knew there were some changes | started looking for them where they may
not have existed: | had this vague feeling, for example, that Luke took two runs at
exploding the Death Star, using the targeting computer the first time [That's how |
remember it too. — Chris|. Our video version also only has the one attempt, though,
s0 maybe I'm confusing him with someone else — or maybe, several edits ago,
someone decided that theres a difference between suspense and slowing down the
dénouement. The best genuine change, in my opinion, which could fall into any of
the three categories above, is a glorious shot of Mos Eisley as the Falcon takes off,
panning out over the spaceport as they zoom up into the sky. If that's an example of
what they could achieve with all the stops pulled out, it makes some of the other
twiddles even more disappointing. I hope they don't repeat some of the unfortunate
changes with Empire, which of the trilogy I think is the closest to being a really good
film already.

‘There are also some bits which they could have changed but didn't: good bits like
the Imperial Stormtrooper banging his head on the rising door, and bad bits like an
appalling piece of continuity with the R2 units when Luke and his uncle are buying
the droids. I didn't notice it on the video before but it's definitely there, and on the
big screen it's really obvious (or is, possibly, a longer shot). [ can't work out, what
with all the editing and enhancing that was going on anyway and has already been
done a couple of times in the past five years, why no one has ever digitally removed
the erroneous R2 unit

Star Wars still plays to the strengths of the cinema; even in the wide-screen version
on a large TV, there are bits you can't see properly which do look a lot better on the
big screen. I was particularly surprised by the shortness of the credits - these days
everyone who sneezed in the vicinity of the studio seems to get mentioned, but Star
Wars evidently went for the minimalist approach and it makes me wonder how
many people are actually uncredited.

The consensus afterwards seemed to be: it's good, but it could and should have been
alot better. If you want to see Star Wars in the cinema again, it's obviosuly worth it
since the film hasn't been changed beyond all recognition. If you've never seen it,
now would be a good time — it's still a ot better than many of the pseudo-sf
effect-fests that tun up these days. If you know it 5o well that you just want to look
out for what they've changed, you're possibly very sad and may get bored

— © Claire Brialey 1997

Thanks fo Simo (or Mike Simpson from SFX as he was in this confext) for letting us know about
the press premisre and getting us in o see it

[——
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Zene 10 (Andy Cox; AS, 36pp: subscription £8 for four issues,

but see box)

TTAPress, 5 Martins Lane. Witcham, Ely, Cambs., CB6 28
Tel: 01353 777831

% The many and various small press magazines around the

Press’. Andy Cox's smart and glossy Zene is prefly much
essental f you have witing - o pubiishing - ambitions

It atempts to provide a ull and critical overview of the smal
press scene, but very defiitly from the point of view of the.
contributor, s worldwide, but concentrates on the
UK: all types of markets are catered for, but there's a
predominance of s, fantasy and horror publications. There's
market news, reqularly updated contrbutors' quidelines (these
are essential), detalls of writing competifons. notes on how
publications deal with submissions (and wamnings of unreliable
1late paying ones),essays and aricles, and copious and very

FA's own the
wrting process itsell and while Zene does occasionaly cover
this aspect of authorship ts main thrust is towards the
mechanics of geting published: as such, the two are
‘complementary. and fyou ike one you'l need the other.

The magazine itsel is cear and atractve, if a ftle
undiferentialed: every page looks the same. Ediorially, t has.
a dificultfne to read: Zene clearly wishes to support the small

press (i's partof  tsel), but ts remit of proviing a senvice to

wil inevitably lead to some conficts of inferest. From
the issues ve seen, editor Andy Cox handes such problems.
with tact and discreton. and appears fo have the rust of both
parties. The quaity of his own contributors - who include K V.
Baiey, D. . Lews and Peter Tennant - centanly heps

1t you have any nterest at 2l in wrting, you realy shouid
1ake 2 look at Zene

nwuucw«mumwm
£1.95+:30p PEP. cheques / payable to ‘MCW

MCW Publications, 82 Intake Road, Norton, Stoke-on-Trent.
Slaﬁmﬂ!hm ST &Y

s enthusiasm by itself enough? Well, sometimes it is, but
when coupled with a manifesto which baldly states that the
prime reason - indeed, three of the five reasons given - for
publishing this zine is “To hopelly make money', you expect
something a e beter. A noddng acquaintance with English
grammar and the basic use of the comma, for a start. 'm afraid
Wagstaf - frst name ungiven - has some way 1o go.

What does it look like? Wagstaff's got a colour dot-matrix
printer and he's not afraid o use i. The graphics are uniformly
awlul - amateurish (in the worst sense), crude, overbearing.
You wonder who they're aiming at: chidren? It doesn' seem
50 - the execrable Femidom and Condom cartoons preciude
that - but parts of this mess would cause the average
‘seven-year-0ld 1o throw up. There are dismal cracker-jokes,

y (Did Isic} the
eminent archaeciogis!? His career was in ruins’) There is
inaccurate soence. There is fiction to make Lionel Fanthorpe
blush There is . . no. back up. Here's the start of s Buming
Desire To Live” by David McGurre:
1T was cold. So very cold Too coid for e to exist? IT had
been 50 cold, 50 icy-cod for such a long Bme. So very

long.
Now IT began to warm IT got warmer. IT got very warm IT
was warm for  short ime. So very short

Then IT began to cool once more. IT was cool. Not cold
ke before. But not warm either. T was cool for a long
fime. So very long. So very. very long.

Then IT got warm. IT got warmer. IT got very warm. IT got
very, very warm. IT was hot. So very hot

And 0 on. This is not improved by each occurence of “IT"
being printed in bright red. Someone buy him a thesaurus,
please

There's an ad for Wagstalts material aimed at wiers
(‘Eam money in your spare time, and maybe if your [si]
proficient enough make it your profession’) which includes an
unblushing ‘Guide to Creating Reader's Lettrs'. Apparently
these guides “are being snapped up by many professional /
semi-protessional witrs alke” Pass the salt

irnery

I Wagsta warts o improve hechis zine and ‘make |
money’. a few tips are in order. Get a sub to Zane and see
how it should be done. Scrap most of the colour. Scrap most of
the artwork. Delete all but three of your you fonts. Scrap the
dreadtul fiction (you're an editor - edit). Work out who your
audience is: children? Teenagers? Adults? It's all over the
place at the moment

What & does have, undeniably, is
enthusiasm and a will o pt in the hard work necessary fo
create a zine (1 know whereof | speak). But until you've got
‘something 1o say, that just ain't enough.

Albedo One 12 (A4, 36pp; sample copy £3 inc. pép, £10 for
four)
albedo ane, 2 Post Road, Lusk, Co. Dubln, eland
Emall bhryeiol . ie

Albedo One i a ather elegant-ooking - though wholl set
sans serf, boo hiss - ish zine devoted 1o !, fantasy and
horror and s edted by Brendan Ryder.  has a mix much ke
Interzone, wih stores, artices, reviews and interviews. The
last being particularly impressive: the twelve issues have had
Jukan May. J. G. Ballard. Clve Barker, Tery Pratchett. Pat
Bujold, Kim Newman, Jonathan

in this issue. Wiliam Gibson. There are six stories (two from
Irish writers), some reviews which could perhaps do with a |
rejecton sips

mare bishness in the zne (3 news coumn, for instance, a few
more ish wrters, an inerview withlan McDonald) - but since
when did sf give 2 damn about nationalsm? Try tis: | dont
think you' be disappainted

The Third Alternative 11 (Andy Cox. A4, 60 €2.75)

TTA Press, 5 Martins Lane, Witcham, B, Cambs., CB6 218
Tel: 01353 777931

% The Thid Atematve straddes the small press /
protessional gap, and won a Brsh Fantasy Award last year.
Folowng this the magazine was relaunched: f Iooks
extremely professional,is prited on heavy, glossy paper, and
though there's no colour it actually ooks rather smarter than
Interzone. With one_excepton, unfortunately: the cover of
issue 11 is extremely murky, with black masthead and text
printed over predominartly dark grey arwork (by Jason Hurst)
The picture isel i fne, but the ext - and defintel the tite —

Chris Terran
on small-press magazines

is nether strictly genenic nor stricly non-generic. Crossgenre
s opposed to mixed genre, it contains elements of fantasy,

them in a relatively ‘mainstream’ manner
w;ﬁmmnmmmmmzm

The first story, mmg ‘About Architecture” by Martin
Simpson, is a beautifully understated and affecting tale about
the music n a things, and is worth the price of the magazine
alone. Rick Cadger's "0f Weather Signs and Absolution” can'
Keep up the standard, though - is a horror vignette that reads
fike an extract from a larger work, in which context perhaps its
meaning would unfold; here, it just seems like a random
dream, Or perhaps I'm just stupid. Other stores - rom Justina
Robson, Allen Ashley, James Miller, Simon Avery, Neil
Wiliamson and Conrad Williams - vary between the first two
in quaity, though there's a fitle too much small-press
preciousness about some of the wriing. But they'e all
readable, and one smasheroo per zine is more than we can
expect Recommended

ALSO RECEIVED (mention does not preciude a future

review)

Psychotrope 4 (Mark Beech: AS, Sépp; €210 each, four for
750)

Fiat 6, 17 Droitwich Road, Barboume. Worcester, WR37LG
% “Suories of psychologeal horror (as opposed 1o Gotic
supematural, occut efc ), madlove and surreaism”

The Zone 4 (A4, 60pp; £2.75, €10 forfour)
Pigasus Press, 13 Hazely Combe, Areton, Isie of Wight.
PO 3AJ

% General s zine. Aricles on M. John Harison; the nuciear
mnd unwsmsmusmzynm

Hughes, Dominic McDonagh, Pat Walsh; reviews of books,
fims etc. Loads to read, and a real bargain despite below-par
presentation.

Touchpaper 3 (A4, 29p; free for SAEIRC, or £150 for 5
issues)

Pigasus Press, 13 Hazely Combe, Areton, Ise of Wight
PO30 3AJ

#H St polemics and opinion,

y
Inside, there are eight stores (n0 serias), a look at Geaff
Ryman's work by Gary Couzens, an infenview with rising
author Chiis Kenworthy (a ead ringer for Wiiam Gibson to
\udge by his photo). ammamuwm and |
some edtorial matter are no reviews: |
mseausaysmmmam.snmm

37 (A4, 2pp; free for SAEARC)
Plgas«s Press, 13 Hazely Combe. Arreton, Isle of Wight,
PO30 3AJ

5 Monthly smalh-press news and capsule reviews ful of “Zine
Kat"s idosyncracies - his reviews read ke Variel headines
Information-dense, essenial, and ree.

3 Dual sub

Rites and Resurrections (worth £5.99) . .
| {2 The Planet Suite by Allan Ashley at £4.99

(2 The Third Altemative plus The Planet Suite at £2.75+£3.99 = £6.74 (save £1)

[ Four issue subscription to The Third Alter:
I £1299(save £2)
| Al prices inclusive of postage and packing.
| Please tick one and send to with your payment

| TTAPress, 5 Martins Lane, Witcham, Ely, Cambs., CB6 2LB

Cheques / POs payable to ‘TTA Press'

and The Third Al

ly £8)
Surre(NQS]PLUSFHEEOOPVNIhermshFanhsy

- all for £18.99, a saving of £9.99

ative plus The Planet Suite at £10+£2.99 =

to:

L6640 /o



< IMPORTANT

 Please enclose an SAE when contacting conventions

« Efforts are made fo ensure the accuracy of all the information
‘here. but check with the convention before booking

« it you run. or know of, any unisted conventions or events please
fet me know atthe editorial adcress.
+ Please menton Matrix when enquinng.
+Guests at meda conventions

commitments’
« Special thanks to: Dave Langford, Chris O'Shea, Bridget
Wilkinson. errors are mine.

26 Mar 1997: BSFA London Meeting

The BSFA'sfree monthly meetings are held n the upsiairs room
of the Jublee Tavem on York Road, London SE1. between
Waterloo and Westminster Bridges. Nearest stations Watedoo
{mainine or Underground) or Westminster (Underground). Things:

28 May 1997: Arthur C. Clarke Award

Museum Invitation only.

28 May 1997: BSFA London Meeting
eeting is cancelled due 10 the clash with the

5 Jun 1997: London SF meeting

24 Jun 1997: BSFA London Meeting
The guestis Diana Wynne Jones.
4—6Jul1997 Nexus 97
Meda convention at the Forte Posthouse Hotel, Bristol. Guests
are Jennifer Hetrick (Trek X-Fies), Jason Carter (Babyion 5),
Richard Amold (Trek consultant) John Freeman (Titan
).

start &t about 7.00pm; f you get there early
is closed we'l be in the main bar and. ifin doubt. the landiord wil
be able to pot us out 10 you. Meetings are open to all.
= Paul Hood on 01621 816440 for further information.

28-31 Mar 1997: Intervention

on-the-door
Thwmw 12 Crowsbury Close. Emsworth. Hants. PO10

101234 3765%
# interventiongponpey. denon. co. uk
tp://ds.d1al.pipex. con/minerva. tech/interven

*ht
-htm

3 Apr 1997: London SF meeting

Venue changing - see page 4. Jubiee Tavern on York Road,
London SET, between Waterloo and Westminster Bridges
“London Circe’ meefings are heid on the first Thursday in each
‘month, and usuall start about Spm. No special events but very
‘popular and crowded.

 Justtum up!

19 Apr 1997: UnConvention 97

The annual Fortean Times convention al the Institte of
Education, Bectord Way, London. Last year's was reviewed in
Matrix 120,

3 UnConvention 97, PO Box 146, Glasgow, G SRN

23 Apr 1997: BSFA London Meeting
The guest s Colin Greenland.

1 May 1997: London SF meeting

2-5 May 1997: The Mission

Star Trek convention at the Norbreck Castle Hotel in Blackpool
= Woll 359, 141 Warden Road, Canvey lsland, Essex, 538 9BE
@ 01753771078

11 May 1997: Fantasy Fair 7

One-day event sponsared by Peterborough SF Club, at the
Cresset  Exhiiion Centre, Bretion, Peterborough,
10.30am-4 00pm. Guests, games, dealers, al for £1.50 or so.

=i Bruce King, 1 The Haliards, Eaton Socom, St. Neots, PE19

aw
@ 01480 216372

23-26 May 1997: Year of the Wombat
Humour convention af the Bestwood Lodge Horel. Notingha,

themed on hangovers. Regisration £25 unti Eastercon

= Year of the Wombat. 22 The Ciy, Beeston. Notingham. NG3

20

2&26 May 1997* Fantasticon UK

indude items on cut fado s and a comprehensive video
programme. Enquere for current rates. Chidren aged 5 and below
are free, chidren under 14 half prce

=SAE to Fantastcon UK. 38 Planetree Ave. Fenham.
Newcastie-upon-Tyne. NE4 9TH

958aber .ac.uk

memberships £70.
@ The Aliance. 141 Warden Road, Canvey Island. Essex. SS8
9BE

18-20 Jul 1997: Convocation
The 16 Unicon combined with the Brtish rile-playing game
convention Venue is New Hall in Cambridge and the guest is
‘Stephen Brust £20 regstration, and numbers are imited 10 180.
= Convocation, 19 Uphall Road, Cambridge, CB1 3HX
25-27 Jul 1997: Voyage 97

The second fo the Botiom of the Sea convention, heid at
the Novotel, Arundel Gate, Sheffield “Wondertul
atmosphere, episodes, discussions, costume parly, wrers'
‘warkshop, zine ibrary.” But no detais o rates, unfortunately
= Voyage 97, 15 Fullers Court. Exeter, Devon, EX2 4DZ

3-5 Sep 1997: LoneStarCon

The 55th Word st convention in San Antonio, Texas. Guests
include Algis Budrys, Michael Moorcock.

PO Box 27277, Austin, TX 78755-2277, USA

# Lsc2@i0.con

# http://wiw. 10.con/~1sc2/

UK agent: Mike Moir 27 Hampton Road, Worcester Park, Surrey,
KT4 8EU

5-7 Sep 1997: Festival of Fantastic Films
Thvee days of spifing skify ficks at Sacha’s Hotelin Manchester.
Registation is €45 (£55 from 1 Apil

1215 South Mesnesfield Road, Salford, Manchester, M7 30P
25-28 Sep 1997: Masque 5

Costuring con at the Sheringham Youth Hostel, Sheringham,
Nortolk. Registraion £20 (€25 from 1 May, £30 from 1 Aug)
Hostel accommodation £25 pppn

35 Iverley Road, Halesowen, West Midiands, B63 3EP

23 Oct-2 Nov 1997: Coachcon
Coach tip stating in London, via Portmeiron, to Euro-Octocon in

14-16 Nov 1997: Novacon 27
The 1997 Novacon moves out of Biringham 1o the de Vere
Abbey Hotel in Great Malvem. Guest is Peter F. Hamilton and

registaton s £25 unti Apri.
14 Park Street, Lye. Stourbridge, West Midands, DY3 8SS

6-8 Feb 1998: Decadence
mwmmm(nm}mammﬁm
Hotel, Gatwick. Registration s currntly
e:TonhluEmﬂmcﬁdmhm&szm
10-13 April 1998: Intuition

The 1998 Eastercon at P-:ayJavsm-\lb-cm
Guests Connie Willis. lan McDonald and Martin Tudor
Membership is £28, £15 supporting. Note new address.

= ntiton, 1 Waverley Way, Carshalton Beeches, Surey, S5
a0

# INTUITIONgs=0f . deson. co. uk

® http://ww. ast.can. ac.uk/-ach/intuition/intuit
ion_index. htal

21-24 Aug 1998: The Wrap Party
Hotel, Heathrow, London. Cum-agnsan
John

& ThelrapParty@bilpin. co. ok .
# http://www. bilpin.co. uk/TheWrapParty

18-21 Sep 1998: Discworld Convention Il
(AW information provisional: check fst) The second convention
devoted to all things Pratchettian takes place atthe Adelphi Hotel
in Liverpool, with guests including you-know-who and Dave

= PO Box 3086, Colchester, Essex, CO28TY

2-6 Sep 1999: Aussiecon 3

The under. Guests Turner, Greg
lespie. Membership is $140 (US).

=1 UK Agent: Martin Hoare, 45 Tilehurst Road, Reading, RG1 7TT
27 Dec 1999-2 Jan 2000: Millennium

See in the new millennium (a year early if you're a pedant) at this
con, o be held somewhere in northem Europe, probably the UK
or a BeNeLux country, £3.00 per year, to be deducted from the
eventual membership cost,

I Malcolm Reid, 186 Casewick Rd. West Norwood, London.
SE7 082

BIDS BIDS BIDS BIDS BIDS

14-15 Mar 1998: Corflu

Various fans including lan Sorensen and Lifan Edwards are
biddng o hold the 1998 Corflu the annual fanzine convention) in
the UK rather than ts nomal Amercan home. Location i the
Gifin Hotelin Leeds. Regisration is €25 ($40), and rooms are
25

Ireland, and back fo London for
=2 SAE or 2dRC to 64 Richborne Terrace, Lmdm SWe 1AX

24-27 Oct 1997: Euro-Octocon '97

The 1997 Eurocon and Ireland's national s con combined. The
Guest of Honour s Robert Jordan. Regstration (reduced from
last time) is £20 (E25 from 24 Apr, £30 on the door)
‘Accommodation must be booked well in advarice

=(Note change) Ewro-Octocon '97. 6 Drom-nanane Park
Beaumont. Dubin 9, keland

‘arrogant. ltc.ic1

:n Oct-2 Nov 1997: World Fantasy Con-
vention

1997 sees the centenary of Bram Stoker's Dracula. and the WFC
wil be celebrating tis (which oubtiess explains the contact
address). Venue is the Brittana Intemational Hotel in London's

18/0ct

75
= PO Box 31, Whitby, North Yorks.. YO22 4YL

@7 . Hamilton, ML3 7HY

2000: Worldcon

Chicago Presupporting $10.

PO Box 642057, Chicago, linois 60664, USA

* http://lacon3. worldcon.org/w/Bids/bids. htal

2001: Woﬂdeon

PO Box 1010, anng\:n MA 01701-0205, USA
* http://vorld.std.com/-sbarsky/b2001. htal
$10.

= Sute 2001, 402 Huntingdon Pie, Rocledge. PA 19046
#2001 gcyber..cos
2003: Worldcon

?) Tentative at present

2 KIM Campbel, 63 Lincoln St Leeman Rd.. York, YO2 4YP
# kiscédircon.co.uk
Toronto Presupporting €3

Dawwm«ummmnmw

Presupporting $7.

CMI\.
= cio PO Box 905, Euless, TX 26039-0905, USA
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octavia . butler

guest of honour at
{hs year's eastercon

and
profied by

0ssession andrew m, butler

HERE'S AN IMAGE of the notional sf reader: white, male, twenty-something going

on thirteen and straight (honest, guv). As the writers are often fans made good,

there s a corresponding predominance of writers who are white, male,

thirty-something going on thirteen and straight (honest, guv). Whilst in the

19605 and 70s women writers became noficeable (refusing to hide behind
initials on some cases), the genre is overwhelmingly white. One of the exceptions is
Octavia Estelle Butler.

power

As a woman and an African-American, Butler can be considered as alien twice over,
at the bottom of the social heap. Born on 22 June 1947 in Pasadena, Califomia, she
was educated at Pasadena College and then California State University. [t was in the
19705 that she came to prominence, as a product first of a workshop taught by
Harlan Ellison at the Screen Writers” Guild of America and then a Clarion
Workshop. A series of novels followed ~ the ‘Pattenist’ sequence, starting with
Patternmaster (1976) and ending with Clay’s Ark. This is an impressive history and
future history of power, psychic powers, possession, slavery and oppression. This
fear of possession was to obsess her before her visit to the Peruvian jungles to
research the ‘Xenogenesis' books. In particular she was afraid of blood-sucking
insects. To exorcise the fear, she wrote “Bloodchild”, published in Asimov’s in 1984.

profile —

1984 and 1985 should have been breakthrough years. She was attracting mainstream
attention with Kindred (1979), and was written about in the summer 84 issue of Black
American Literature Forum, alongside Samuel R, Delany. “Bloodchild” won both
Nebula and Hugo awards, and “Speech Sounds” also won a 1984 Hugo. But her
double win was eclipsed by a certain white, male author called William Gibson and
Neuromanicer. Whilst Butler’s works have been read as representing the differences -
both racial and gender ~ at the heart of America, Gibson's novels became caught up
in a zeitgeist which erased differences and posited a global culture.

Of course this global culture is a Californicated (in Zoline's choice phrase - and
ironic given Butler's birthplace), silicon-valleyed, microserfed, MacDollared one,
which sweeps all others before it. Cyberpunk, with its huddled Asian masses and
Rastafarian zombie clichés, stands implicated in a peculiar type of racism.

1 have already noted, in Matri, the words of a delegate at ‘Speaking Science Fiction,
who suggested that Butler was only of interest to southem Californian, politically
correct hippies, and that we should go away and research Jurassic Park and its ilk
instead. Yes, one is at the margins and one is the central, dominant culture; but the
white, male crtic spoke from a position of his own power. Butler has things to say to
African-Americans, females, and even white, male, twenty-somethings. As she
herself says: “I began writing about power, because | had so little.”

It remains to be seen whether she can continue to claim this. In 1995 she was
awarded a "Genius Grant” by the MacArthur Foundation: $295,000 over five years.
It might well free her to take more risks. Certainly she will work as hard as ever. The
work ethic is at the heart of her philosophy of writing: “There are three things to
forget about. First, talent. [ used to worry that I had no talent, and it compelled me
to work harder. Second, inspiration. Habit will serve you a lot better, And third,
imagination. Don't worry, you have it."

A widespread and appreciative audience - and the praise heaped upon The Parable
of the Sower - can testify to Butler's abundance of the latter.
—© Andrew M. Butler 1997
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LOCAL GROUPS
PETERBOROUGH SF CLUB s colebrating s 21st
anniersary this year. Mestings are held on fhe fst
Wednesday of the month al the Bluebell i,

Advertisements and announcements are FREE to BSFA members.
end your ad to the editorial address

LEICESTER SF GROUP. I you fve n the Leicster area
hen the Leicestr Sc woud ke o
ear from you. We meet o the fist Friday of the morh,
VAt voe (0 be aranged Conacs T Groomeon
ot

7e,
the bar of the Great Norther Hote. oppose the BR
station. Guests fned up for laer this year incide arist
Russell Morgan on 2 Apel and Simon Ings on 4 June.
Conact. SAE 1o 58 Penvingion. Orton Godhay.
Pelerborough, PE2 SRE.
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BOOKS WANTED: Orgiral Ace papertack edtions of
the folowing books by Megan Lisdhoim: Harpy's Fignt
The Windsingers, The Limbreth Gale. and Wizard of ihe
i

ge0ns
Ay copees in any condiion of The Unicom Treasury
edted by Bruce Colvil, publshed by Doubleday in
1988, and Stategies of Fantasy by Brian Atebery.
publihed by ndiana Uriversy Press in 1992

Please cortact thwaie, 27 Marsh Drve,
West Hendon, London, NW9 7GE or phone 0181 202

9018,
FOR SALE

e on e hr S oo o 1533
The Playhouse pubin St. Joh's Street We are mainly a
ion over a few beers kind of group. I you ancy
coming along eiher give Des Lewis a ring on 01255
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01 22 tapescrs o e o Vi o Sk
cales. Tles wanled inciude. Aesop's Fabes. Guilver’s
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orders. The group's ol formal enough o have

e
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2080
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g
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fictonal cryptic  cosswords _(incuding _annotaled
soluions) by John English s now avaiabe! Price £2.00
ffom Becoon Publcatons. 75 Rossiyn Avenue, Harold
Wood, Essex. AMS 0RG

SF BOOKS / MAGAZINES FOR SALE The Scence
Ficion Foundation Colection has a large. number of
science ficton laniasy books and magazines for sale al
bargain prices. Proceeds 10 he SFF.

Contact Andy Sawyer on 0151 784 2696 / 2733 o email
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paperback, the one with the prety cover, £3.50. Alsa the
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martfcation.
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COMPETITION 124: “AUSTRIAN ARMIES”
Back in my dim and distant youth I (half-) remember leaming
a poem in which the words of each line started with a

Please send all entries,
together with any
competition correspondence,

e iyt 10 the usso address:
Boldy, by battery, besieged Bel Roger Robinson

irade

All () you have to do is give the plot synopsis of a 75 Rosslyn Avenue
well-known sf or fantasy book in a verse of six or more lines, Harold Wood, Essex
in which each line’s words start with a different letter The RM3 0RG
letters don't need to be consecutive; the choice is up to you.

by
The usual Fiver to the best entry. If you want you can submit Friday 25 April 1997

s many entries as you like but only one per author, please.

+ Goop MorniNG ViETNAM! Who said accountants were boring?
BSFA Treasurer Elizabeth Billinger and Mambership (sic) Secretary
and fullime husband Paul Billinger recently took 3 relaxing winter
break from their ledgers and databases by swanning up the Mekong
and geting held up at gunpoint n Camboda. Several irate BSFA
mambers (whose names, curiously enough, al begin with the efters G
to M) are helping the Khmer Rouge with their enguries

« THe Smeep From Brazu ScorLanp The coning of 2
Scottish sheep - how could they fll? — caused much media
discussion back in February, but Aleph was less than amused when he
heard why the animal was called "Doll’ It was cloned from mammary
tissue, and therefore the evil geneicists named it after . . yes, Ms
Panm the well-known top-heavy country singer.

apparently.
&mnySmMmemsmmd

RESULTS OF COMPETITION 122: “HE(A)RD OF ELEPHANTS”
A slightly disappointing number of entries, but of a fairly high standard throughout. To give a flavour of
the entries [ give you the following small tale:
In the hypermaze of con venues a fustration of BSFA Administrators tried to organise a discussion between a
motorola of cyberpunk authors and a clearing of Scientologists, but were foied by a smear of horor fans and a
discord o ikers who preferred to watch & battl between a posy of rifids and a jaunt offigers
In spite of a brave try by John Ollis to influence the judges with “a shining of BSFA committee members”, the
prize goes to Theo Ross with (among others) a balance of turtledoves; a gentle of gargoyles and a snuggle of
Nazgul. Close behind (sorry, but no cigar) were Wayne Stamford and Peter Redfam.

RESULTS OF “THE ULTIMATE” COMPETITION
A sclect few “ulfimate Christmas presents” were suggested including The Ultimate Pot Plant for John
Wyndham and A Lifetime Achievement Award for Lionel Fanthorpe (for services to entertainment), but
the winner was Steve Palmer with the following
I would give Gene Wolle his very own personal labyrinth, It would be large, made of granite, and would be on several
Tevels and he would be allowed fo keep i a he bottom of fis garden o on common land. | would give him tis be-
cause the labyrinth would be so cunningly designed that he would become lost inside, possibly forever - and thus he
that he has visied upon his legons of adirrs ove he last couple f decades
Runners-up were Marie & Peter Rodgers with
A Pack of Three Mars Bars for Kim Staniey Robinson (or 2 pack of Marahon Bars, if we can ind some not called
Srickers) o Your Frst Weather Kt from the Centre
Each receives a copy of David Pringle’s Ultimate Encyclopedia of Science Fiction, courtesy of Carlton Books.

RESULTS OF COMPETITION 123: “DICK IN A HAYSTACK”
As Lexpected there were a large number of entries, but only five of you got all 38 titles. Videos of Scraamers
- courtesy of Columbia Tri-Star Video - go to Barbara Davies, John A. Spencer and A. Thomas, with £5
baok tokens for Nigel Parsons and Paul Billinger. There were also five who each missed one titl, so if
Dave R had spotted Deus rac, Paddy C A Scanner Darkly, Sue | and Joseph N Solar Lottery and Jim S
Vulean's Hammer we'd have had to use a bigger hat for the draw.

Here's the solution:

I Malton Lumby Territory  The Preservong Mackine  Now Wait For Last Your Galactic Pot Hesler Martun Time Skp
Clans OfThe Alphane Moo The Ganymede Taknwevr A Handful Of Darkness The Divie hrvwsion The Crack In Space
The Man In The High Castle - The Penaltimate Trath  Counter-clock World  The Worl Jones Made  Mary And The Giant
The Game Pleuers OfTtan ~ The Unteeprted Man Radio Free Albewath  The Cosmic Puppets The Broken Bubble
@ TheMan Who faed
@®ADIOFREEALBEMUTH NE g Time Out Of fount
8 UOYDLIUBNAC AD | % TheVanableMan
A SO MA g ASame Darkly
® T, ) ’}?" o8 | F Vola's Homer
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A QET LL 2 AMax Of Death
¥ RsMT ER | E TheSimdacra
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Paxo: Pubished n 1996, The Unssen Unversiy

Smmm(cm- mmquum'neayumwkr
Paxo, sneeringly: “The Unseen Universty Challenge quiz book is

ummmmumw

Belast) °E

e, suely thats e Dbscsne Umvsrsny Challenge? An
understandable  conlusion, though we suspect there’s some
exaggeration i the reportsthat fo his next book - rumoured 1o be the
abled 130 Days of Pseudopois - Mr Pratchett wl be holding branding
sessions in Waterstone's bookshops around the county,

Quizbook author Dave Langford swooned and commented:

“Fulfiled at fast *

» My Secrer LiFe By day, she was just another fantasy writer
chuming out the triogies. But at ight, she shrugged off this humdrum
occupation and became . . . a fantasy writer! Unattributable rumour
suggests that Robin Hobb and Megan Lindholm may not be
unconnected

+ HussLe TRouBLE As well as buggering up Crash last issue and
consigning a farge number of mailings to a black hole not oo far from
Guildtord, BSFA gremiins mangled Aleph's punchiine about Hubble's
figute being a ‘source of constant controversy.. See, the figure is a

Oh, please yoursel. In a simiar vein we recall obituaries of the
whose

‘could reproduce.

+ SHaTNER STINKS - OFFICIAL Alleged actor and author William
‘Shatner was sprayed by a skunk recently atter running it over. Or was
ta cric? Anyway, after ringing 999 (sic) and being told o go away -
it's for emergencies, Cap'n — he recaled that ane way to reduce the
smell was tomato juice. He proceeded to lather himsslfwith ‘gallons of
the stuff (which we must assume he carries in his car, just in case).
Paramedics tumed up, and ran over screaming “You'e bleeding, fie
down'” Shatner said, “Then they smefled me - and ran away.”

“This was in the Daily Miror of 11 March. so & must be tue.

« Fomrest was overcome with exciement and
gratitude on learning of the plans to exhume the ‘Perry Rhodan’ series
in America. Rather than here, that is. First inflicted on the US by
Forrest Ackerman (along with ‘Sci-Fi), the monthly German skifly
‘series - now 35 years old - will relaunch with issue 1,800, But rumour
suggests they re having trouble finding translators who can cope.

+ STRAW ALIENS Steve Palmer's ist of controversial
things (see page 10), but thinks he missed the obvious:

11. Vector doesn' have enough editors.

12. Matix has oo many.

[You'e fired. — Chris] D —R <R,

the well-padded matrix is sent in to bat
on an acorn 85000, hit for six by various
bits of software (notably that great all-
rounder zap). sledged outrageously by
an hp laserjet 51, beautfully cover-driven

int, uuwod in the slips
ing services.
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— i don't belleve in an interventionist god”

usic, beck
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