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Amitav Ghosh
TIle Ca/ClItia Chromasome

(picador, £15.99)

$HORruST
SlephenB.axlerVoyage

=Art~ur C, Clar~e Awar~

There was some medLa interest m the event- Award
Administrator Paul KlJ'Icaid was intervIeWed by the
Sci-n Chiill'lnel for Its sf news programme, as Werf

oomineesN.I..eeWoodand5tephenBaxter.AIsospotted
m the transmlSSlOll were the BSFA's Mark P1UIl\IIltf,
Andy lkitler, Tanya Brown. Paul Hood. and iiI mtaLn
Mdnxedltor
• The last Ilme a non-genl'l' book won (Margt' Piercy's
Body of GiIss m 19Q3) there was some mtlcrsm of the
rtSuJt,notabtyfromJohnOu~T1usyearthenow.lShltlt

complamt m.,t t!lf wtnrItr, but ltIeft does appear to be
somedlSSiilbsfKtlon With theshortllSt, parbcuL1rly from
withmthepubltslun&tndustTy.
'ThejudgesfortheC1arkeAwudserveforlwo~ars,

Reriring thiS year al'l' tht BSFA's5tevt'Jefrery, who wIll
bereplare:l by Tanya Brown; and the Foundahoo's Ian
W~tson, who Will be replxed by John Oult' (if he's
rt'COveredfrom hisappearanctOil the Clivtt\,IJrrsoll
shoW). It IS not known at press lime what Will be
happmingaboutthevacanllSPFposillon.
• Fora look at Ihe history of Ihe C1arke Award. now tn

its eleventh year,seeMatrix 121 .
'Tht Glicllt/4 (Jrromosomt was reviewed by Bri...n
StablefordinVtdor/92.

An impressive array of sf talent assembled in the Science Museum on the evening of
28 May for the presentation of this year's Arthur C. Oarke Award. The prize went 10
Amilav Ghosh for his novel Tht CAlcuttQ ChromQ$OmL'. Ghosh, an expatriate Indian
living in New York. was unable to attend but the prize of an engraved bookend and a
cheque for £1,IXXl was accepted by a representative of his publishers. Picador. It was
presented by last year's winner, Paul J. McAuley.
Therewuisombrt'notel/ltlu5yur's~y,dul'rollledealhNrlierlhIsytaroflhe\l1Shgalorolthe

Oarke Award and a regular JUdge lof It, Or MaunC\' GoIdsnuth of the IntmlatJonal Saence Policy
foundation. In 1115 speech, Ihe award's current Administrator Paul Kincaid paid tribute to GoldsmIth's energy

an~c:;~~~;:;~:;I::;:~~h; ~:~~SW~I:u~:~~~~II;::·;effery (reprtsentulg the BSFA), Kim Stanley Robinson Blu~ M1Irs
Lord Marl. Bmlwood (represenhng the ISPF'), and Gwyneth ]ones and [an Watsoo {representing the Science (Voyager £9.99)
Ficllon Foundation). Othl'f sf not;lbles present included Fred Clarke and Angie Edwards representing Arthur Sheri S. Tepper Gibbon's /Jtclil1( mid Fgll
C. Oarke. Pal Cad'gan. Molly Brown, David Camett of Nrw World5, Dave Langford, Paul I, McAuley, David (Voyager £9.99)
Pringle ol JllltrZlmr, Ceoff Ry.rnan. Andy Sawyer of the SF Foundation. Michael Marshall Smith. Brian N. Lee Wood Lookillg for the Mahdi
Stableford, and Norman Spinrad, Dnnls, mUnChle5 and general organisation were provided by BSFA (Vista £5.99)
personnel and members of Croydon fandom, Ul particular Mark Plumml'f, Oaire Brialey, 100y CuUen, '- -'-_-'- ---J

Ehz.abethandPauIBlllmger,andMaureenKmcaldSpe:lIl'f.

-news------------------
Ghosh Wins 1997 Clarke Award

..
ThtUsuIlSusptCtlThisyeiJ('sjudoes. jus! attertlle C:'l"Ilmony. FfOOIleft: Gwyneth JontI.1an Wltson, LONJ ",.1'Il
Birdwood And~"'BuU.andTWlyIBrownaetl'lgasproxyIorSlevtJe!terywhowi$wor1r.r'9"TllI.U

by Paul Kincaid

A Short History
of British Fantasy

and Science Fiction
~Avery

British
Genre

Bujold Joins S&S
Loil McMasln Butold is alOOl'l8 the first SlgnUlgs to
Sunon&:Schustersnewsflme,duetobelaUl'lChed
m ApnI 1996. The edilor is John Jmold. who
rtmItly moved to S&:S alrer a 5UCt't'SSful pmod at
Ihthelmofltgnld The name of the Impnnt has
bM'I cIw\ged from Spedrum to urthlight ...fter
wornesfrom Bantam Spectra m New Yorl: OVtr

possibltconfuswn

1~1::'~~:~~:::7= ~~~: ~a~ This acclaimed 68·page book IS a critical survey of the development of
to publiSh her properly Ullhe UK; saId Jarrold Her British science fIction, from the 12th century to 1995. It mcludes a
Hugo-nomlllated sf oovel M(II\i)'Y Will be on the chronology, a ched.hst of contemporary authors, and IS e>.haushvely
laUllch hst, 10 be followed Ul October by a novel indexed. Normally costing G, it is FREE to all BSFA members.

provIsionally entilled fJlltr,in. Also 01\ the first hst If you haven't clillmed yours, send your membershIp number and a
WIU be bOlrdy CAp by Peter Crowthtr &: James self·addressed AS envelope with two first or second class stamps 10
Lovtgrovt, a darl.. fantasy described as having Maureen Kincaid Speller
antC'Cedents of Chve Barl..cr, Ray Bradbury and 60 Bournemouth Road, Folkestone, Kent, CT19 SAZ.

~~!;~er~~g;hja;:~~dfa~~;;O~s1~or:~r~~hO:~~ Extra copies are also available for £5 each, including pOSI and packing

NArl~wHl'JI~atMaalonald Futura m 11191. All the I••••••••(.'''.''''.u.''iP.'y.'b.''.'.oB.S.FA.Lt.d)........•bool..swlllbepubhsht.'daspapt.'TbackongUlalsO l.lII



Arthur C, Clarke Foundation Launches Website

s' . , nell. ~eallln~ rumou~ runm~
I

WATERSTONES WATERSl"ONES EVEJlY\lt')lEJlE The Walllr$lll!le'S
bookshopcnain IS 10 open f1Vf!1 SO new shops arcw.mdlhe twntry,
pnmari~ in p1ac.swrently WJ·serv&d by bookstores. This 'Nil rjIe ~ a
near-dommanlp<lSllJOl1inlhebookmarkel
KEHBULMERisslnlinnospitallolowinghisstrokeshorllybefore
Easter, but ~ reporled 10 t>e ImprO'iing. Vince Clarke says. ~'m lold
he's r'(lWwe!l E!lIOIJ11 to ~t ~and read," k::IOk5 as tMug/1 he";l be
conlinedto awheelcha~ a"er he lea~es'

TAO!IlEoANoJUlIE1HOlonlhe~solthehigtVywccessful(and

hlgll)' conlempClfar;) recent film 01 Romeo and ,Melcomes Troma
Sludos'Vl!f$Ion, set in the near fu1ure. They\'emessedaroundwilh
the erning thoogh - in this versiOI1.hJliel SUMveS. As a 00fI, after
ealingBSE·inlectedbeet,UoydKaufmarlisthepr~ralldwriter

RE1JCUlATEO INTERSTICES Peterbon:lJ!11 SF Club is spinnirlo a web
site-http://\/W·btloternet.cOlflI-c.ayres/psf,htB-with
see!ionsonlocalhisloryaooDracula
GooZtU..l"S CREATOR DIES Tomoyuki lanaka. bom in 1910 and
creator Cl! the Ioog-ruming 'Godzi~a' series 01 Japanese monster
~Qe(lil1Tokyooo2Afri·Godzillaiscurrentl~tleingremadein

HoDy.vood (see below)

IAWI/IA!.U:NCOU..lBOR.lTORDIES The death has bee!1 arlI1OlJ1'K:edol
Paullaslupt'revieh,wtlowor1le-donmanylrwinAllenproO.Jclioos.D.
&F,Symeswrite:"PaulZaSlupneokhwaslrwinAllen'sright~

man on all hisf!ms {To!WriIIg tnlemo, The PoseidonMventl.l'e, The
Losr Worldetc.) and tv programmes (Lost tn Space, The frme Tunnel.
Voyage 10 the Bonom oflhe5ea, l.andolthe Giantsl. Ahhou1J
ae<ite-donly'Mlhbeingroslumedesigner,orsornetimes'asslstanll0
theprOl1leer'bl!eau$eAlIl.'rlwouldonlyle1lWnnaveooeon·saeen
credt, tie was actually roslume deslg'l~. actor, eo-prcdxer ensis
soI\teraooger.eralclosgsbod'foneveryl~Allenmade_Pauldeol'l

hishomeillCalilorniaafterashor1illness,andwiUtlesadymissedby
alhisoldfriendsinshow-ousiness

'Pauleame CMlI 10 Shetr.eldforthe'Voyage'ronvention in July
1995,arldwasexpecledlobeal1hisyear"stoo.He98l'lltwoG..estol
Hooourtalksa\Voyage95v.tlicllw~ee~emelyentertainllg,no1on1y

10 fans of AJIen's Iv Sllries but tolilm butts asweO,as he hadworl<ed
wilI1 juSl aboullJYefY famoos ~Im star from 1959 to 1980. He had
wondet1ul tales to tell aboul evetylhing,and on top 01 lhat tie was an
e~cepbonaUyniceman."

AMidsummer Odyssey
MIDSUMMER SEES lhe launch of the trial issue
of Odyssty, an so.page sf and fantasy magazine
from Partizan Press l'dited by Uz Holliday, a for­
mer editor of the BSFA's FOCU5, The full launch
will be at October's World Fantasy Convention in
London. Coming with a colour cover and colour
and b/w interior illustrations, it willcostOinthe
shops, Partizan is also the publisher of the
role-playing magazine VQll:yrit, for which Uz is
fiction editor; the trial issue of Odyssty will rontain
a selection of fiction from Vclkyrif, including
contributions from Brian Stableford,Mary Gentle
&Dean Wayland, and George Alec Effinger

Regular columnists will include Dave Langford
on books, Colin GrteIlland with advice for new
writers, Roz Kaveney and Andy Lane on sf and

ON 3rd JUNE the Arthur C. Clarke Foundation
web site went live. Spol\SOred by US teleroms
company Cable & Wireless to the tune of £35O.cro,
the site claims to offer "the definitive history of
modern communications, computing and media"
on the Internet, and is based on e:xtensive research
conducted over the last year. It covrn 1793 to the
present day, with looks into the lulure.

The site is the sizeofa large reference book,
rontaining over 40,000 words and 200 images, and
is linked to more than TOO other related web sites.
It's organised along a linear timescale, and shows
key dates of developments in the history of
rommunkationsoverthelast200years-aswell
as showing some of Garke's predictions for the
future. Typical entries include the first telegraph

popul3lculture, and MarcusRowland {creator of
ForgCltffl Futurts} on games. There will be inter­
views by Jane Killick (author of the recent &Ilyloll
Sseriesguides},Kurt Roth andSteve Holland,and
reviews from Chris Amies, Ale:x Stewart, Ben
Jeapesandolhers

Single issues w~1 be available from Caliver
Books(8J6-8181ondon Road,Leigh'On·Sea, Esse:c..
559 3NH) at 0.75 inc. p&p, A,.issue sub will cost
£l5(UK),and a 12'lssuesub IS OS

Liz Hoiliday, a Clanon SF Wnters' Workshop
graduate, has writtenlen lv novelisations and
much sf journalism. Her sf and fantasy stories
have appeared in various anthologies and
magazines, and in 1994 she was nominated for the
Easlercon Award and the Crime Writers'
Association Short Story Dagger. 0
• ConJribuJors' guiddillts for Odyssey om bt Jouml
ill 'Out ofFC(lIs'onfXlgt Z!

and the cracking of the German Enigma codes.
The author, John May, is a British writer and
commentator on thedigilal revolution. He says,
11le site is an original book on the web - an
organic interactive encyclopedia. This is just lhe
first stage in Ihe development of what I believe
will become one of lhe most significant foCience
and lechnology sileson the web:'

The Communications section is the first of four
key sections on lheClarke Foundation site to go
online,Theolh~-Futures,Space,andOceans­

await commercial sponsorship. But the sile does
currently contain a chronology of Garke's life,
quotes and predictions, objects from the
'Clarkives' and details of the Foundation. 0
·CltlrktFounklion:http'IIWIN.acclarke,co.uk

movie news from john ashbrook
chrysalids film? , .. new gibson movie, . , jesuits in space, .. orbital imax .

INTHEC"'NNes~allthepOOlicily
allhe CaMeS FIim Festival went to The Fifth
Element, rt wasnllhe only si f~m makirog ~s

debut1here, NiIvana,starrilgCtristGpller
lambert. was also unveiled,toan riusiastic
response, Directed by Gabriele Salvatores
(who made lhe delightlul war·time comedy
Mediterraneo, reeeI1~y seen on CnaMel 4), ~

is a lale 01 melapnysical dlemmas in a
letlo-futtxe world. Lambert is a COIl1pu1er
game desig'lef woriUng 00 lhe ne~ big
sI'oo!.'em·upgame,wtle!lll1e main charaeler
in ~ beeomes seI!·aware and begs 10 be
leleasedfromtr.er.eDisl1OJrseolbeingforeed

10 lake pm in the 98me O'I~ and over fGlever, The f~m was
i>BrtI~financed by loodon·base<! Capital Films

BlZARRE Love TRI/l,NGle Alter s!lowing that Bnbsh lilms
neeQo1'ta~aysbeaboutrepresse<!homose~ualsinEa,.,.ardan

or WW2 setlll1gs, Danny Boj'le iII1d Amiew MacDonakl
{SlraIlowGrave, TrainspottingandtheyeturueleasedAUfe
Less Q-dinal)\ are ne~ plannirog 10 go al skiffy with a fkrn
enlilled Alien love Tnangle. Apparently t~s portmanteau
lI1ree-slories-around-one-lheme piece won' bewrinen by lI1eir
three'l1me collaborator, Oscar norJllfIeeJOOn Hodge. as he
wants 10 gel back 10 his medeal eareer. The NHS's gain isoor
loss. Bo~ewillonlybeOrectingttlemidde segment,wfthtl1e
first being handed by Bill Gregory's Girl Forsylh, Who will be
helrmngthethlfdsegmentisad~guardedseaet, .. bul
the COl.'rl Bros are 011 reeordas sayinglhey lIltend 10 sl100l a
hlmin1lleUK1hiS\'E!ar.Nowlh~e'sathougllt.

WILoe TRIFFlIlS Comng soon isa bklpicol OsearWilde,
caIledW~aodstarmgSt~l.'rlFryaslhebigman,Why

shouldlhis be 01 intefest 10 you? Here's It'Iee leasctls to kk:I!
011 with: 1) Wikle wrote a $lbstantial amoont 01 fantasy {The
Picture ofDorian Gray, The HappyPriIce); 2) Frywrnes sl
(Theuar,!rIakilgHisIoI;1:and3)lhelilm's~,Marc

mdPeter$amuelson,MvealsooplionedJci'llWynd1am's
entifere\Me,RWI.\:leisallit,!he:y1hal'eerlOlJl1l fnanceto
~s1uckstraigllin1otheirtNgscreeflversionot The
Chtysa/ids.llllisl1 l'd1hou!J11 01 that You will.John. you will.

MONKev BuSINESS UnfortullatelybadtastehssWllnoul
rmr.",;shtulttinking.arldRolaodEmmerich Ikldependeool
Da)j has, agail1st my explicil alMce. shouIed 'ActiOI1r on the
huge·budgetAmericandetxJtol Godzina, The de is caSl ,and
only a majcr dsaster can save us from ~ now. Meanwhile
RonUnderwoodITremors,CirySlieken;)iSSlmilarlyt1ylngll'l
Ihetateolreasontlydleetingaremakeof/.fghfyJoe
Yooog,BolhlilmsareshoollngextensivelyI'lHawaii.SoflC/o\'
you~wherenottogoooholidaytr.sso.mmer

But~'snotallbadnews, There'sa~aY$species2tolook

torwardto. Yes,thal timeless maslerpiece has spaWfled a
sequel, Natasl1a Heslridge ret1Jms 10 her mufti.faceled rOle
aslheaJienMlotak&sherclolhesoIIandkils~e.The

oltler suMvors 01 1he f~st f~m will also retum, lcrssMlg
moot!)' in the int!lests 01 artistic inleoitY, This ea.\l9fIy
awaited epil: wi~ be drede-d by Pet~ Medak (The Krays,
RomeoI5Bieedingj_

STARSPOTTlNG In the 'tl Believe ~ When I see 11'
ca1egcryWll have the new Star Warsllm. The cameras will
probably be roting ow; in levesden bylhe time you read

this,with,weareledfobeliM.EwanMacG'egcr
(Trailsporting. Brassed~asa)'QUl'lliJObiWan,liam

Neesoo(Sctlincjer'sL~asayoongA>v1akin, Samuel
JaOOon(Pu!pFIClion.DieHard31aslhe~wtlosaY!l

"moth&rlueker"alot,andNalaliePortmanlL8(l(l,Mars
Attachs~ as jailba~_ The man wilI1 the kluItIailer is llla1
GeorgeL.ueasle11er

FLYING INTO SPACE Mary Doria Russel's Ti~ee­

winning r.ovel The Spatrow, abrM a Jesu~ priest sent into
space to make conIad wiIh aliens land presmlably ronver1
the'nloCat!lolicism)isdJetogoinloprodx:lionwilhAntCl"lkl
Sanderas in lhe lead rOle, ~ will be dreded by Australian
GedfreyWn!tl1, wtIoselas1 prodJdion was Ihe thoroughly
dslasteful s.'jnhea.dllick Romper Stomper.

I'VE GOT A New ROSE .. And while we'le 011 1he
subte<:!01 Cathol!osm,lonltnmepme/'Cl"olguilt-on'3'$1id!
AbelFerrera,wf1Oreleasedflrjofilmstlllssprlflll(lheganllster
melociama 11reFuneraJand1hemonocilromevamPlfegolhic:
TheAddicOOn.bolhslalringChristc:J!lherWalkenandAAna·
bellaScicl'l"aandbolh~recommended),lsneXl

sct1ed11ed 10 tmo to tile Wdliam Gibsoo's 'New Rose Motej',
again withWalken. Nowwel see how C)berpunk shoo.M
reallylook.

PRIVATeMeDlClNeHyouwerefortunaleerlOO\tlloenjo~

the hig1brow OeIiglIs 01 US shoc:k-jock Howard Stem's
Pril'a/eParts, 1'001 be deligrted to Ieam thal dreclor !lelty
Thomas (once seen on a weeldy basis wearing a stueld and
bad perm i'I Hill slteel BJues) is well imo prodJction on a new
big-budgel Hollywood version 01 DrDoolitlle. AII~ worl<irog
withStem,shemustbelairtyadejltaltalkir.g1oaJlimals



prehistoric ducks ... titanic panic ... smithee lynched ... murdoch squeezed

Scribble. Scribble, Scribble

Many thanks 10
John~JohnBarll.S!e'<'e

eaxter. Eilabeth & Paul BilIinger,
AndfewM.BuIler.ArthurC C1arke.

Mdy CoJl. ea,cinal Col. DaVld Gamen.
EcMald James. John Jarrold. Dave

Lal'lgtofd. Farah Mendelsotln.ltle stall of
Mu,der One, Stan Ni<:llolls. John Olis.

SIeve Palmer. Mark Plummer. Julie
Rigby, Roger Roblnson, Marcus L.

RowIand. Ruby. AndySawyer. Sieve
Sneyd. Maureen Kincaid Speller, Bnan

StablefDrd.O& F Symes, Jlllie Tiller, lan
Walson.aooJessicaYates

Awards Miscellany
TheJimllr...... "-d{giYenlOlll~
wilhll"wiss<.oes) was W(I"I by Mify Oor14
RusMlllorhlrNMllThtSpimwt'!nwlOl'l'
c:o·IOUfllllIr,IdiIOlar'lllpublisherDlvIdPrlogl.
hn W(I"I th. M!llOId AWllIa TO' ,1t!lme
lIen•••ttnll'l1inslpublisho1ganalld1ong·ThII
""~1 PIigom AWllld 10- $I crilicIsm went 10
MarlNflBllrThlPil!r>mI$awardll<:lCy!tlll
ScenclFdJonAeselrdlAs~.Ia$l

,.....S_wllSJohn~te.·n..BrllmSlol<.er
"'w.,d111011'1On'Or wtnIlo· NOYa SlephIn King
n.. a.- Mill:~ NOYa 'C>M GolngbKk'
(Oonaldl'"....) DtU;NOYEUTTETlIomIIsLlgonl
'The fllKl Tow«"; SlfJRl SlOR'l' P. D. C"*'
."...•• CCU£CT1CI'l Thor'nas l.-9oftl n..
NigttfmnFICIoty,IlON'CTI'JNS.T.JoshlKP
~Aur..UFElIII£.ocHIEVEIolENl""

le¥ln.-w:l Fotrest J. Aclcaman.·n,.
~FdlIs,-AwatOl'IOI'llIlI'IC:I't:sllJ

..loIYIaam.sChltr,.~GbyP-.

WcKiIipItfnwlDl-:NwlcySprlllgMF..,,.,
TerriW'~ Tht Wood ......; Gene w. n.
!lDol:oIhl.aw Stn

George Tumer
..................... GeorgIT_cMdon.
......... ......-.ngllstroUCIllS ............ WU
ao.llflfl_UICl .. GuMtotHanatl'lllh
ImWOlldcatIO .. hlIlclrtl.llitlcu'ne.....
ClCIfMIIIlM .... IIOl .. rIpIlloog'-. .... -..:t
~sl __ "'WllSonhos6lls.WIlh
8Irlowd Sat\. ;n:I I'IS ,.,... nw 5N ¥Id
s.-won .... M((II'ldAr!l'uC~AWlll'll.,...
• FoJI-...yIl&OIISSW

Star Une·Up For New Worlds
The -.:IIUA ottltrN\.nd'led New ltb1dli
~.l.fldIrifs""Drrida.n.tt. ....
:..:u,,",,::,1ru:nus fUlIisher'M1leWdI The
Pit Cdpl'The~sNew RNit(. Erie
8,own "F.".,......•• Klm ......... "G<Nl WM!.
ttn·· ..... f.Hami!OfI'GrahamJorClt'Thl
~SllAr·NoelK.tt.IMn·AN9lICIlltlt

To-!' '8ria'1 W. AIdia "OuII. Sht. LlM
T~DOIl··AndrewSlephInSQ'\'ThI

Pld· How.d WlIlclfOP 'HArIat~·
·IInWItSQ'\·... ~w~Oad"·GrryI(l.
wonh"AllKtQtltCllneCMpins"Ctv\t­
tine Mlnb)' "FOIlh' ·G,-iIIam Cha.-noek·...
"'V'lIonlW,~""i<;hae(YooIcoc:ll

1.ondon Bone' ·W1.i,m Gib"," 'ThrlM'\
V_sot I C,f'lIloIrd CI1'(

Wlbm Gibso'I ~s now linlty mllleC liS I
New Worlds IllIhOI HLS TfSl prolesSlOllll w.
('ThtGttnlblld<Conwu.om",wr,nenlll 19nJ
wn to the m.g.lIllrlll. blJlher1I was oneprobltm
-ilwninnon·p;.ONcllbonmodellllh'M'!' ThI
story_TualyappearedinUr!NelS8Jl",19l11

ArKt-ewStllpMensonwrotel'wOwel-f_-e<l
$INMlls"'the1970s.Nigtltwatr:handl'htWiI
QlYt.I/1-bul1henllll$illr1t.1hIPlId'"marllsl--~.NewWortt;-lI8ntI$Il$linsblUllOn-SliIdoe$n'hllWlIUKpI.lbljsntr
ImporlCQPlt$s/IfluldbllllvlibbllWlsplOlllr.ll
UOf" llIldthewII"Wat.S1OIIn.bullanly
_a~llIICience

In ortler 10 make a poinl abouleompulenseclmOYies. some
peskyhado:eflT\irlagedlosktchLl1ksOUlolUruYefsaIPidl.l"e's
nelseo..rityalldwaltzedl1tott.oIIiDiI105rWorldwellSdelo
replaceltletrademilllT·RellogowrthIOOc:k.Theyea(sb9:leSl
1l'IO'ley·~bneftybecarneThllLosrPoOO:.Ans&cDudl.

WItOHE?NtdlNtf.Ollhtsub,edolllimedlanges.M
yw'VeeYefseenh.ip8Clilh9t-howY5SlClllolh~

DIIIe(whichisnlavUableinllrW'l)'fl.SOrmnolexpeaJnglOO
m...,.oIytlllOpA)'Ol.I'hh:b\4l),"'more~atr'IOr9

ywwill\aerQl;edflalcbdorDa'lldlyrdlhashadhlSlIimt
myslerwsIychinoed·,.,SrrIht·Ish51oJSl1~tc*t

CIlllynch·spM?No.SmIlhNlJlhtdredorolsomeollhemosl
"""~bidIl'CMe5Mr tuhft'sflelWlSl:"
cIonlemL'~SmClee'lJlIltnll'llllfleOn:tors'Gljdol

AmeitainsistsbellStd1lltlen1lhda"lJsoembarrassedbyi
.. -~betausth!~hiYellkenddltimand
re-oA~ -N:hed'UlOhMlIsnamerernowed. sn:ed12l1
realysaytlnatdby Il'eI,llOorw.IClUiIy',_insteadSilYS
'OiededtJ,AlanSmdhee'

Irnrio'l1tlsbeeiuseiHdywoodpirodyllasbeenintt.
WO'kslorareatOlSO.uIe<!llMAIaIIS'MIIeoeFinJlaIld
dreaedbyArlhurHiller WelI,HillarISlOupselalthewaydhas
hJme<!out1hal-)'@p,ytllQUessedd-he'saskedlOltnnameto
beremoYed.SollMA.IlInSmthetFiIrr/I)has~tumed

11l0anaul<lblclpc.
Meanwhile,tIleDireclOfs'GlIil<lisl11beSlpleaseclll1atl!sinle

setl"etis socompletetyOUl of the closet. so is scratt11lng ns
comml,llal head to come up with a new name to represent
eYef'J1hnglhatisabom.....bleaboulmQiooP!ctU"es. The words
'Wimer'anc:l'nHchaej's;lMglomina

DISNEY WORLD No! lIlal they're elpecllng ~ be a M Of
anydwlg.bu1o.5Ile'far,alreaa,-_lllloprOOJdlCflorli
straqt'lO-Y!deo ~ to Ihe r.oI·l'f1-re1tilseO-an~t-«l­

El/IhllWlllledlNbnHerrUes.OIaxne.lhe(r,aIsoworblg
Oll setJ,leIlO To, sro.y, tu1hey1do~wilhoutlheoriglllallilm's
tWIdtJrJotllllassel«.uhe·swarkil'lgOlA,&tg·sLM,aIsolcr
Dl5neyWllrll:W~IheSouthem!lapbstswilleadtoDisney

pro-nolIrlgpo$lM~oIlllsedS?

E3R.r.oroRD, WE HAVE A PROBLEM The Inw CorpcnlIDn
oI~hI5ilpdldeallomakec:roeol""~kwmalJO

ilmsmallllconstn.cllOnollhe~St-:eSlaCul.u

-Mi"problem$pertnrIng-lObegIll~Iate .. J'eIf
Thlloc:UgewilbesIQwIllspia!byUlrCr'\llblJSl'lgeameru
-tlChnbertgspeoalydMqledloflleJOllbylmuand
L.ockheedIolntOause,'llIllllbelnginJO.you1beaIHlo
_1llI«bDngnprdsol"~sefIl'IW'9ylyingwoI

hSC/lll'lIl}OJ.

Trr...HIC SINKS James Cameron'S lIllftidy tISloncaI romanaI

cisiSl.rnorwieTMtc."'-'g~!ailedtotlllils4JlJy

relN.sedater_sillsn1irished).hasbeeopust.dbidllo
Chns!mas week rill Arnenca; God alone knows when wel see_
OYefhere} I'ttIdlmeanslhall.Udodl·sFOll:O'pOrltJOnlSgtWlg
10 have to Wnp up.rdher Sll months inl&reSlOl a $200 mAon
Ioin.UnlesslheypraClIC8Ctulne!onom~.oICOO"W,IIld5l/llJiy

tellll\etrcr~tOf$lOgoSWlVei

T,WRECKS Meanwhile. Murdod"'s FOI netwOfk (aHitiatedto OUI
veryownBSq8)hasiUSlCOI.Wj1edup$80mi!lklntOflhetvr'qrtS
to TheLoslWorld,Tltsismorelllant!lefWnCOSllOmike.inc:lls
inidc*llontolhe$l90ll'dilJl~madein rtsfrSl rnotlltlol release in
.. US

·JetlNoon·5~lSwilhDcl.tllldayIar0cl0bef~"5se1ll'$neaIManc:hest8lwJydomrlaledbyhkll!!ry

P'IItOcmr»8cneslfldh~be/lndlC,'llhctlhutoe~'.hse<%ll~blm:llhepne:·SmedlanlCS.wIwJl

*,"iionNbonlDmMlMlOilSolI.~'babyda\.a· A~oIl11ithssulllUSlUdr"odiSlfId.i swdlblhehidden
lII)'5lenetbe/wldhlmna.
'~Hddstoct"SGiJra/I¥otyISI~Wt#Jl'lMlcUeeql'lhtyYIromVf1Pl1lX .llIIshsayalCblSUltu;ley.who
h15111iClt'l.-.:lUS1IeelI1g~~"MqJel'lCeandex;WtstlemysterybellflCl""mctoer'saaode.AldedlDlltJt

~1IOYIl.~Wood('wtichwilbe5lTll.linlouslYmtulIi1l
.,. tu I'IOYeI SpnIIW bclqll up by~S o-nWIllil.s SKG
arT'9i"Yklr~$lmiion,WicNel"'WlIS1littl.pIClInCIrJi'.atf1e
__~ Award cnnonr in ne Saera Muse\,m • is dwing his~
~lI5ntxlIlMlQwclllsandvanous""prqetU.Wlducq~

01 CM BirWs Wea~JayRussel'l'otOIer'IlllriltlCt1f5tIIID09s¥od.
II'llIl'l5MgIy 1111 Sti{q)g. !he $IHOUne ImO' se<JlIllOt by 'Rober! FUul',
aJ<.aRobe1lHoktsloek.
•Paul hrroett hu dl{IYI!I'M KaantaIedlIOL.egend1or NcMmbeI poJllicallOll,h
thts8COlldlllht'~'~DpenSfll1fs

·In DecemberClnol1wi1bepublisl1ngtwenry·live8(}.pal;ltoooo llr'Ideitherubric
Preddions', at £2 each. in whid1 'sc.ne 01 the wor1d's mostlistir9Jisl'red
academiC$arldwrit@(san~ptlo1ort'Castlhelu11.1re.overlher.eI\50years,

acrossarangeetsocial,econcrnic,poIit~,geographicalarKlt~

~areas·.rlllesmudeCostnobw(JohnGrlbbln),EctocatiM[George

Sleiner}. Fronliersol!tJe I./ind(Rich"d GregOfY), M.lnipulatiYtRl1fXOdiction
(RobertWlnslonj,FIltlxeMeci:J(PatrickBarwlse&K.lhyHllnvnoncf).
PtrpuIatJon(JoMClark.). ~ys(Andm¥Grahaml.CiniIe(Andrew
GoudleJ.andCrmtIfld~(StepllenTumin).

.Jact McOevirrs ~oiGodwas ~edklrltlSye¥$~A_d.

IIldllsnell!lOWils &nityRcad, lar-wlslulfom Vopgerll F8lruafy
1998.....·sabolamyslenousrt!lk:s.\tIsll'neSh'lgerneta!CWISltrS'Mltl1he
1nJ'SlfnOUSn.r'le$'PEPSI'mailedOlr.n."',book-tlCh~y~fIe

~oI2Olht*Uy'mrds-A,Carll!dIaotY __ilICillpMlu'JCOlJ'Tby
..... T_
·StIn/idlQllhas~l;OIlV!I$IllI'IbyOnonlOwrMlt.wyriogy"hsnstillt"()a·FnlBloOlfThli'slYCiUne.M:I!crIg
!llltA,~oI~I5c1JelOappealrtSJn'llll998.~~oIh1So.tSba~ ThfA,lIIJketq.has
*'pAbl(iIOOdotlerby8¥Un1loaks.
.St.l5. TfPP'l"J~IOIheOarlleAwaI'lkonNledGil:lbol'l'JllidllIIf(/Fill5ThfFIll'iJyToW.uin~tcmYO'figer
Aj:ltiguloIWI~tees$4ll!JTl$lObeWrlgOWfAmencl.wlielllllatclUanlWe...!IctrloIogyhu.. butWatllftdI5lratlgf
~IJI!lItIIrkedOlby.paM'oIpmc:es..

·RobettRankin·sruteIU ThfBrentb'd~~dtnesJesustcmt*:o:lOllhtTumStroud.SixlM'nes.soeadlmap

reigIcrleanhiYec:roe.lrJc1Ielrom~IllDecember.1oJSllllllmfkxlUbrltOiy

·PopprZ.Brite·StltXIbookisl~olHoltsnger,ldreSSandconsorlollhelaleKlI'1Cobaln,Co.rtneylM.~·s<1JelllDea!mber

tromQ1on.l.owe·sprlMOUSlIeaqsWllhinlerwwersllld~lIavebeenm~by~~venom.sonbe"fllerestngto

_I'IOOI'BriIe!llllll9fS.



{ World Fantasy Con?
THERE'S BEEN some uneasE' apressed .boullhe
cost of ttus year's World Fantasy Convtnhorl,
ban8 held tNs <ll,Ilumn al the Bntlinli
Inlem.J1XJnaI Hotel III Loodon's Docllands, wlurh
W,IS also US«I for tbe 1995 Eastman. Memberslup
COSISClOO:thtsunil.tny-slUdUverpoolEasteton
earher llus rur COSl 00. Room rates fof the 1995
DocUands Easterron~ 07 per IUgbt, lilt WR:
IlasllliNg«IlOcha~C65.lndollartemlS,lht

WR: costs Sl65 while this year's WorkIcon III

T~ - a much Iargt:'r and ltlOr('amblhous evenl­
rostssm

The e~planat1on usually oHered for tills IS that
thl.'WFC IS pnlTl<lnly an event for professionals III
the field. Unfortunately, many wnters (and fans)

Encyclopedia Fantasia
IF YOU OWN aropy of rht" Enrydoptdilr ,,[50m(l
Fiction, thm's an I5Sl'fIhal (and official)
addmdum to I1 freely available on Ihtnet.1t
conl.lJt5f~I.ndtypograptu(alCOlT«tJOnS,

new mformatlOn, and updaltS on such things as
death <Ules. 11'5 mallltalllro by Dave Lmgford
and can bf found al the UK Science FICtIon
Ardll\'1.' Iocited at GQsgow UniVmlty (along
with much dseof sfnalmlm5t):
http://wl.dcs·9Ia.ac.~t/SF·Arcbl..u/Jtllel.
ftc.htJIl
As It's a fairly subsWltloll document - about 40
page 01 pnntoul - It's spltt up 11110 atphabetJal
S«t1onS.lfyoullaven·lg«aCCl'SStolhenft,go
along toyout nearest cybercafe ww you should
bubltIOgetltpnnltdoutforal'lOlniJul~.

don't havtexpenseacrountsoream enough to

JUShfytherost.whlChhasresultedmsome(reporI­
tdly l.'Ven uxtudmg some Judgts for the WOOd
Fantasy Awards, whdl a~ presented al the con­
vmtMln) beUlg Effemvdybarred &om attendmg.

As a pamaI mntdy, an exlJa-mural get­
togtther has been. SIIggestt'd so that mlm5h'd
plUperstanmeetandll\ll\gltWlthtbastoltllt'
RICh. Famous or £xpenst-AcroutIted 1$ can bf'
lu~ along. Curn'!\t1y IIus IS scheduled for
Wednesday 29 OctetJer (lilt day bef<n the
convmtMln proper stIr1s) at theJubsJet pub m
Waterloo,S1te 01 the monthly BSFA and London

~~~~8'Ketpanty'ton the Evmtshstmgs

° Fwllrltl,il5oflht WFCom btfownJ",'EvrnIS'on
prlgt22.
° Gwynrth Jonrs wrctt ,boul list ytIl,5 WFC In
Malrhl21

oA SImilar documenllS bting prepared for the
Encydo;di, a/F,lIl,sy, for which corrections are
wtlrome: send them to ~ve at ~ London Road,
Reading. Btrkshirt, RCI 5AU or tmill1
4n1lbl$iJ.co.~k.A1somprtparationarealist

ofthtrne'entries-omittedfromthebookforspaee
reasons-and ana.lplubetical lISting of opera
comp0set5 (tilt orw. entry IS somewhal
baroquely organised. WIth composers appearing
III order 01 theirfust relevant composttMln). Both
should bf'availablelaler in the year.
oExplanabOfl5haveemergtdfor~ofthe

OIY\lS9lJnSfromtllt~iI"'FmrI-y.Or

ralher,l1fellplanation:space.Therewm.oelltmnl'
pressurtsoothebook'slengthshorttybeforf'
publication, which resulted 1lI the removal of a
number of authots, ON' mtmon beUIg a
predOl'lllNl\Ily young-adult contributMln to

fantasy. Victtms tnduded Gwyneth lone; and
AlasdairGray.D

BA In Leeds
TheBrWlAuocillion·I .......... lMllvaIoIlICiInoI .. belllldan
7·12~lIllMdllJrWtrtilyn..laMlis ..~
b"'pubklO_""~~IOriIIsIlllongDLll
... work. __ 8rldpolicJ'.nl ... lilesI~

n..·11IlrI,1Oo ·CJ'b-gj·.IIllIIr-.~at.·.......
sarapn.eftblsllllbUllllll.bolJIwr... IIId~¥IC

·D;IIlDIgCl.SMt.nlnl,l(tllll(l".Nol*~""--'

""'-1l\4.~-II'I(l.Ide""-""bIolc9Sl
Ric:NrdOawlolnl(.-.orolTllfs.lifhGfnt~TIlf9lnd

~. 11 putlIiedelrlllan'Wt MIcmes ""!hi Eartl"
wilhIT.lboloslK...... W4t\lldl1lld~A3gIrPemu.
Fr¥*CIoHonplllldlpll'f1ics.NoboIllllnlleHa'J}'t<IllllIlIIl
butl<ybIIsinlplOl.WlIt.tIonI.... oI ... splerddTllfS.
""'.,.~lIIl~IOIIIOI:t.«IIphysallalnson

'Science nlltwa:nslJUdionol rftIif(lI'Id'Howllreanptrpcs
IIrMdIT;dMt~sotnIisISi'Rot.IIAiY:lllecUllIIl

'flirgaunas 0I1tw FulurI·. hQw FII!TIIl'sllsl n-... wal
soMl<I:AlrIInMcKltl'\f)'on'Whlltollslcanillien';CA*lPiIifIllw
00 t/ll 00 MIts·

VClUcanlllllflltQlnll$llwhohloYlaneyelorpublicrtyAll.
WaddeD', lecture il ealltd 'SIflss RtIitl by VlbrIOOn' (ht'1 an
~.otc:ourse),arlCl~·IRollIlIBakelon·SptfmWa ...
Imdejily.TtsUS,:.lIrIClMaltBodyS\'1I1mttr(

Thestandlrdchlrgelorlhlwholty,eelo;ls£120I£30ptr(la1).
bl.l:l!1erlIarl~ntifll(lto::OO.>'III.BAmembt<lpa1£70([181d11).

and5ludenlsandllX:llrllidlntl-dtli1edlSl'lllvinganLS.WFor
BD posto;:odt-p111<ny £3Olortht ..... or £10 ptrdt1.
Conllct: BA Major E...... O,pl.. 13 Slw. Row. London, W1X...
Ttl017197330n.'3500.Fn01719733051
Emai:bl.J!IIjOI'~~org.,*

wllb:IIW,blitauoc.or<j.uk

Mlre Snippings
lh.aMrus~lIIl1lfprllllJc:an:l~T$II
,...,... _hndlIIl'OI.tIlI.oM'Igll.llltll'li;libl.cl ..... 1O
dllnu:tl.~W.nlTtKyltd<man. ThtOOl'l'Jl*l1
was~taktn_bJWia'dl:oI ..Cod.who ......
inlntnYfylDlliYt.Ylple:TIlf~cadP"l-·M.

<:cnsl.taIian wilhlu'-an .... ntl. T.-ryPra1ctltll dIodtd
::::'*-'1111'" T(i.Sfyltcadpntb;asedoo"'DIKwotd

BSfAlNoom BSfA llWllbIr Mid\aeI J. Cross hili NI up.
Web"wl'lChcafflllll'ldbll10205i1s1.-oI VK1Dl'andF0a4
ThoI.9'lIOldtiolll....nonnaion.rtNbltand~
Wf/O.bttp:/IIIW .•)ckeh.dNOn.co.uk/tophsfll.hta

• lAIN BANKS was ptt6Id

1I ~~~!!!!I!!IlinTlleGuardianot20MaY,_ inafinepiteeolprinclpled
pr..,,~:5S joI.maJism perpetraled by

gSlr-.g ~esD='~sexBan~

, :T;'~:e~~I~~
I~....~n~.~_~.~~~..~~~~~1Il~

EasI6'C:OltOlrmtwasnol~essedbylleUTlUlCings

'Whallhehel¥llyouO;lnJl'laplaceikeltl$?~',ac,.esllOl'l

youha'leiD",estIeblckdownywthroalwlllllYOUSlllhe
~IarJSrisiskeepl'lgill.ivefpoot',AdelptllHoleI ..
ac.dsottuglngT·stw.llzil'feIaaalIlillRlrrUllo3lo.nd
~. The word 'Prhe' ed'lOesl'l ile. Md.
o:riIlIqN;-.Io5R1rN1a1esd90 ..... praot
lheWlon'sQdJ>eajerperthonewrrufaceoQlGod,
1'IOl1he'Wados'onelgall

CtwIUSCHl.TOHloIowIldl4JlIs~r'Cel'YIelIl'I
FWIdiIIort68'l1i11a~fea!lnappeariIQinThr

SlI'IdI:r T~ot 15.kn!.llmIdlorhlslJlhbdday
ClllCl'lWIllleRlp1ll1loecllheI9:5O$s/ralioSfl'lalJoJm1ly
... Spiao.andwritefSyronRoger$lIsdc;aplMled,l*haps
~1O:whenhe~eajl;unaislIl'leIhr"1'I*'IIe$

onlurnusl.-J1llViewbtwereW H.Auclen.8I.rllancaster
IIldCtiIlon. Roger$51)'Slhal"TheZ7hoi.notJSkI'each
epsodeolorthictlChitonJladabi.xlgelotIUSl[11lO,lrebetler
than Slat Wm and lar belIer than Star rfft ~ stands
illongSld&Kutridtillld~'s2001asamast.piteeotst

chma-Whlnlheytitslmel,211yearsago.Aogetsremembefs
~CMton'snameplaleal1heBeeb.·PrOlilcef.!JI11t

Entel1airrnenf.iltIdsa)'S,~asthattheonlyjobcleSCliplion

theB8C'sbufeaUCfacyCOlMlindlor1heonegeNJskMf
had on U sta~fGefjus or not. ClWton is puzzJedbylhe
I'IletestsholI'nl'l.i$,iltIdrecallsthat'hewasgladwllenI
wasOWllSOhew.AdgoonlOprOl1lceTakeIFfI)(fIHftj',He

realy prelln to taDo:.aboul tis ralio pie<:e TIle l.otJg.lOl1l
TraiI.whidlevdvediltothemudcal~.'Mlllalol'flYWar.

He'sstlannovedbyJoanUttlewooc!'schlppingolnsname
11001 the aedls. which had to be.!Ol'led 0UI1egd1. and
ml!l1lioos that he was "ft.rious' about AJan Clarll's liaries
(he's no! alone). whidl darn tha1 LinIewood was solely
r~forlhepieceRoger$erldsnSMl'·tne.I",bu1

w:tyinlerestingarlidewnn"Chillondeheslhalheisa
legenr18lJhelli'be:

THE TOIn LEAOERSHlP CAWAlGN generated a
l'UlIberotslrelennces.lI'IIinI)'becauseolcanOdateJolYl
Redtrrtoods1heVLbl·l'idua'nt.A~P .. Brookes
CIJ1O(I'I n TIle rl'lll!SoI17m showed~

1InfIm.jnIedD.1 flIair· "Piotkrh FcnseeabIe Fullse°­
....,sicWXtl[J9lrpla'fedbyJolYlPresmtr.pil:edaganst
WbnHacpeI$TheMekon·aleetiy'llX1R!edeptSltns.
1ltookes~lMsewerd~r9tloo.

TEIIIITPRATCHETT~II:s_lI'lC!~1O

.... alUllbefotlllfCll*'4qL115k1'15In1nVIC.1llll~

IlfJe5l.n:lil,T~otllMqWlalI$,.:umost

~~.sheSlql8ftd.·~reasooabIe­

I'll$$, or so my wile wtUd pnlbIbty..,.: WaMf. she
probed,)OuwanliDiYlfonIleDiscwor\l1?"'No-rsa
lanlISyliy°'Ql,)Qlllnobl,""",*Cl'\l$IWlgriposte.
Nell she tumedto Twry'1 ileraryorilJnl:-Voubecamea
wrlletattl!lstandngneIlIOArltuC.Clat\Iel'llhegMIS­
6cIyouspeaktohim?"WtIA,nocalhbm•• no.·Mslalll
I1Igforscandal-"WI\afsyOUtgreate$l indJget'Ice:?", buy
any book I want' - arocl ~ayed stra~·wtI'I\aI1 - "Whal
deSCliption Cl! yoursell do you ~klI least?" "Dead'. arocl
fniU1edo/ltlium~ndywith'HawwilyouDehavewhl!l1

you·r.al1arlCloldmanollltt.uflllsgacelYlIy:51iclTej
Ioroglngy. withdouttllss a palnled~ al nll'lleMewllf.

These. apparettly.WIf.1IIt queslions you'd realy like to
put 10 Terry Pra1che1t'. Whilhet jIunaism? Gone to The
rrmesot 24 May perhaps••• Tenywas l'Ile!Viewed by

DorTiric~inltll·1G-15·IIlpPitlnert,fntl'eWilingan

early passion lor PMJ6s8LosI, r.tlalked mostly aboul the IV
serin:~tIllyouworrieclyOUtcharadllfS~lworte~

ammated?""No.lnadIOl,oIlaithinCosgroveHaI.(.. ,II'd
worked with them belore 1. ,J 00 Truckers. They COI.ld'll
incLdt~lnlhebooksbu1lt1eyabbf""'aledlll6'Tl

elf*'lly° TIl!lY Wl$ a110 pleased with ltle I'OIC1t aeton.
pal!lclAattyJane l'orrock$asMagalGarkX. NamyOoll,ltle
n.lIJCIge·ow's·,.·fa#ler~one.gotIdown

well'lam-<hmcifdn:1'eopIeal_theCl:Ultrypulon
OiItwo'IcI~ys.andl seealotolthem.'NheIhllfi'l
NorlI1.mt.'oand. BnSlolorLoncbt. NimyOggispla)'ldW!lh
aloeallCDll..osheJlwlyswaks."t.inlNotlhepece·,
rtaderstiJI,Mllldtlal WyrVSisalnIS1ke ilacbeltilh
charac:lInlllClaaeclsensilly:..odolefllyl'llomleclt8n
INI.nhlsopnon.tleSp::eGi1s ....,1asl

PSTCHOI..OGIST Sntr Wdlson I:lgged i Ieebty IWIICIIng
horwbydalmllg.lla'lftdekrlhe T_figIIII
~~(I3N1tI.iIa1obsesslveTrelr:»es

stIcIll'SJI1lPIOllI$ .... IOUSeI$otheranandCllCMle!aSlllly
NhuuflC*larullbtrotlmeshsyear).°Abcd5-10'1.
ot'-'smeetlheJlS1d'dc9calailtnioladiclion.stoq
wilhctawaIl)'I'\IltCIfI'IlUlflasagiiialionandNslraborlillhly
mislantpilodaanddMlopingllipr\Clltlar1cekMIs.so
theyneedinataq·doses,.olUlhegoodMws,~••
IhaISlwTrtlccanalsoenrdl,.:uite.'MosITreIdotshavl
madelriendsand-.metspouses"'OI91lhwlovtotlhll
sef\ts:sIlelllJ$.andgoesontodall'll.wiIh.~

OCdlIf.edgtdiMlSlf'9,IhaI"theyarel'lte8edualychallenged
by tht moral ciltmmas 1'1 the Ihow: Howlrue,WolIson. wrtha
fintfeellOfmarkels.isnowworlongonabookbasedon~

research
-CttrisTerlltl

,WiIIIgratehJlNnkstoElluberhBitlinger,JohnOtIls"nd
Jenlcl r'I... $Mdsl·rtlalfld~andClllinr;sI:lems
Terranarrltfdlrxiallo:l:tess.



------recent & forthcoming books"':
~1n1hlshow.lndispossti)om~totle~:"'rerJChcoal:l,lselUforl'iOOQ

p'~. There .... ilodlphotot. .. episodegl.lde.andldary_Gqela~)is
ileaJJfJOlalilel.holfiollx.F:_~.NsMillenforAsinl:w'sandWesln

"""""'""-
JNme ClVllos B.Ibttln 5: 11It ShIdow Wtit(llo.\1rlt: 0 18 Apr; £H! pb, 25!1pp)­
asBookI7.CMIof;iS'c:rNlrYI~leaI.rerala<XJlegeilNewHampslw,.

*PhltRlckmln 1bl!ChIb(Maanlln 09Mar:r16.99I'b.~1-·AGastottuy

PSlstery°lido:mlneor6cldyl.psilesc:aleb1hlltwasylhon'orsteryconcerT"nlile
~lIIIeQecty~lOfr9andb'fJosephalAnml!hea(andll$possilleopposde).

fiIlWJsecrtts.b'MlIersnl'Old~lpossiblI!~alCllonFo1ln

(Mlo.lhcvglshe5Ol.ndslikelS05croontr.wISlnfxtll'lOledlarUSISInlmystlCalh
1920s1.q.oedhppts.Jc:MCOIlp8rPowysltmnst~.apoca/yI*Cl'I$IO/IS.

feetIlIblIhops.~bookdNlers.C»:ITOlYfNewNJeconlcls.andlhalRedblJs.

Selnl~bO!lIhed~.~conlIIlSdl¥aaersfrc.nfidtmarl·sCtybbe­,....Joe Powys (norelabon - 01 is he?)". 'h'eHggedcbwq dog - W. ike 11
tlsboob.glUln.plIgblhtlnaedibllSlmglYnd.llaJsimlecblByende¥l'lglmlstl
1O}'lU1Idlcr ~alKillNlwrNn·IHder·Wl.inilsplwe9ycn;an.nd
fiIIOCIIDndWlEt9shCOl.r'*J'kMn..:ltsdlnn!ns. ThtlO!ilbisallW:l"&'I'IIatJlt
l!I1ltI'Iamltntf1cl9lnollss....,..'sperh;lp$!riJlelfbmbyasft/tltp.tlCllnd
..ong.AIlIIIs/wIg_seng,Nd.iWldllClll'llllllll'

*JantKlldlfWl,lDnSSMsonsrStacn_S9'JsIlld~(Ilaxne:09Mir.£799

lp.l8W8ppcdaul.l-Epsocl!plenlO'alq.leSonhihseasonmna h5tl
... W!ho:rrenwuh;mJtolS."chcb:nandllClrical_andcast~

lh.IsuiIyb,.., al book. ileapJrOidl iI nolll'lCrik:;t n:I KAcll tmgs a 5ln
lin:M!edgtaltfftlptS.
JantKlid &t:,tln5Swon srs.-: 11IfCcmnpdShidt1w(Bolne:0231olay:
a.99pbl-NIbo¥t.tllAlboIA'tlesecondseries.
A1Sarrw1lonloBatJ,tln5.PrtsonII.-(8ome:O 23l.lay;£U9pb. 212pp)­
85Bookt8.
OrIbIlitNolkkllRogerSlewirl(1dsl11lflllllrl.inbVct2(8ox1ree:023Mar.£.99
pb. 292W)-1nh. al S10lltS basldl)'l (orlht sanesal}eps0de5frc.nbolh'tleO/l9"al
6Ostv_andilel995tt1U1d1.n:tudeIFte<h:Iln:Jwn°hlna·{~~ln

19-t4.lhlInspred ... epsodt'flWlnGamts·as'lll!JllasaSlwTrN~).o.­
~1'htCholce·,I.lichiI"Marano·AFNsilirySbJd(,n:lRichanlAlJ.pllI'The

"""""KIl!lrynltDrtnM'lBaop:lnS To D'Nm1'l tie CilyalSarows(9oxlree: 0 25Jl.f:
r.99pb)-85BocU'

-Macmillan- BIIlXTREE

h:ldngPMI.llImf ~
RogeIfIllOllrllllf/lqd:lpl6ldrvSofnofFaion(8oxne:21t.4ar;t18.99pb,697ppl.l
-ilwde6llon Themd.-a'ldpertlapslhepride-allranspoll.rntrUliIyllnolol:lseuwe
inllD:WllOlTlI'Uaelllpl/bCUlrfMlld.l"lt.rliuslllO~~IO'lhfWlder

waldll'sdi:saltlnKtftlTnsIxd;c.JI-'YbedesaiJedasa'l'II'lOfak'p:leb'suc!l1
rNSCf\,lriQ ay .... SFanclFltlllSyfnqdlpldia.bolhalw!IdJrjotyn1hemulWlgal
lheI'd'oslr1~ So~tocuss.clIlFIAm'5book~}'IlUWl;f11liso:;M!f.loreumple.
wIIctI lpl50dIfaf 8501 SW T/llkhM __d5(ert.w.lJnorW!ltllUlhesllield}.NorIhl!

rllllrflrllaltdnessat85,/'IOI'¥II'~5OII5lllf1~~lhandllerel1N'sl

prt9'-.Wha)'OUcbll'lll~a5l(n$lW9rlDJ'9lett'wtClfe(llSOdeguidesIOMtysl""
_1Ol've_tN'dat.pUllc()'OU~t.lborQdn.-n~CIle-dIcb'nu

;nl n'tII:IM. 8l.I ibdlnllO*9" tllC'f'dcIpedIi ill $lriou$lyllawed:l'savnsedby'senes
nf ... 11 110"'" tlJs )'OUC*I\ 1or1'lSlMlCl, llSirindl1C lIINl proprme5 Nigel
~ladlhll'ldn,whIIlpISOdIsalDr"floCll:ll4l5AdlmswasiM:lh'edlllill.CI'W .. al
~EIiIm·IIV-. ......... P"9tr\ll.ql ... dnbook. Tnsl5imlpilr.ancl~
lec1.aINboct'l~~..,.IiClll... \bIe...-ywelN/r1i1h
~attSCl!lllllllSlliltlttUlll.~wilh~

Kf'rinJ.AndtrtcII'RQeQ~sr.w.nrllU9Je6Klqrts:ldGaln(lloUee·O

111.br.£3.99pb.2'7pp+15pp""I-YA~tanltuslaldmlwileteam,lcutln

an~_loIowi'lg"acMruesotllelM'ldl1chnolHalSoloa'ldPmcess

lAoIaIJ.bSlr,walrM'sJedKrqtAcademy.
Krrin J. AndllIOl'I' RIbecai WoHta SlIt WMs YDul1Je6K/91tS:Dirie:stK/lgtt
(8DxIree:021IlUr;t1.99pb.21&pp.l~niers}-AsIbove,!kdc5.

KIWI J. AndInon I RtbIca MoeslI sr. Wa1 YOll1l JtId Knija:J«I1.h:IIIr Sifge
(8oxne'021 Mar;O.99pb.21&ppt12pp....j-AsIbove,Book6.
DebtilNolkin'Roger~(..Ir1lfQarI.melVol.I(1bdree:O.Artr.£4.99pbl­
Mh.ol5lO'l8lbasedClll(ortot5Ol.rmol)epS«lesln:lmbolh1hemgnal611slVseriesm
fle'995rM.nd1.hUlnHWnEistwl'Sddef"(h$llln»lorhlll'llMl! TIlIl'NDj,Diane
eu-lICrzwledCUol"W~,HawardV.Henau:'TheseWalsColJdTa\",iWld

JotnI.l~'ThtSixtlf"",StebelDwlorlctr,.S8CQ'ldI'Clllroe.

N. E. Gengt 11If LLocm: Al»-WlIIonJ I:lIUtlS (P..,. 0 • Af;I. £7.99 Ip. I71pp) -'An
~X·RtsplelOpeopIt.pltmiWld~pII'lSe$·NlM',fW!~SIlln11lf

X·Fie${gelup.pltist!J,"'''''*llinlxlmp'eI1ensit'elOml.lI'sWlalpilallebcalisld!hrlgs

a .... ,

InI:WngNlllw,~,tiltd'lin$cn.HIIMmann lEffi{l
Donald JImn MMsInnI (Cfntur,o: O.!un; £9 99 tjl, .16pp!- Ne.ar-Mure poIIicaI·!hriIer cun
mur<!er·rnt'S!8r'/,5IlInRuSSlalilll)'IlIXlcentury

*GlegBN'Slanr(OS~:£l6.99hb,.91pp)-'Tela»thetrulhlbu1tel1ilslMri$1heE~y

DidciI1~ warn fOl!hi' neal·fl,ll\lle sI~. a sequel to QIHII d kIge~. Mo$1 people <VI
Therapled, treated to 8l'ISUl' menial stabil~y (ami COIllormil)'). bu1 their problems seem 10 tle
returrW1g. In a cr.ematie plol. policewoman MaryClloy. the Al h1,a sexartiSl and a rnysteOoos
rn8rC8'\ir)'oetmekllhmalicllyl'lVOlvldwilhlsliltrtlyimlUllSilMsecrelcoospiracybasedin
liberIanan freehold Grten Idaho,Ther.'smllCll r.anoIedl and Ialily dscussion 01 se.wal r6les(to
alairlycooSllVlllMlCClllCilsion)',lke\lIbeil'lgr8llll'\deddJohnIlnmer,lnpartiaiarSlaMon
bflzibatandTlleJaggld()DI-ther'·Slm~edsociologist.hawri'9-WQI1d-S111e

Inserts,asimiarlTixolaetlonandsociali«:tnomN;~.aple.asl.reil~.h

doesn'~.matehthe,xceIent~asallO'f'l!lr(snolaslrified)bu1isntn!lheless

rea.M'tfl'lded.Ser\olA~:"'coYIIa.1isl-15I.Isped.'sJm&ms-islllCleliled

Grlhlm IliIslenon 11If0l0sfn Chi1(Heinetnann: 0 JONI; £17.99I'b)-IilmJr.~ a
popt.Urracjop'__ lIlolnlsmgety~dednlhe'JcavUonsforanewkmryholelr'l

Warsaw, $Lpl"$lIlllIJ$ wor1r¥s lllIl)'l strb. bI-.g a demon and;eoparlisWlg!he career d
~'da.CMlSnhL.eonard.·The~andsoaalcalJaa101EaslemElIl:lpe$rl(l!

ilecdapsealCcrnrnlnsrnllprG'O'lCingll'Ud1ptDwnters.
HlneyMc:K1Nlt11lfalidQlllll'l(O~;[5.99pbl-ArItu1 .. lartasyll6J;l!he$loryd
ex.-e."~11IfHip/l~IS4Jtr'l~

*nmPowen~ WNLIw(O 3~. t17.99tt. Sl2ppI-Ca1IemplDlyl.JbanliWllasy

pb.~ tt.,,"**: lp.ndel'¥9'kmIlIllpaperbid; pp.mQ
l..ibnIed; !d.. did. RlJ:I.r-.-I,..,.lhpA:!k4llonfW)

GH·GraFncNowll;NJ.Auliobock.YA.YtuIllAcUI
Oll.$Ioryooleaon(!oll!llll.f'ol.....·ddowl~dltnl
*.~ 'ti1.Edlor'sd'oct O·Fntlll:eliIon

ilNl .... dI!Is ...o:ucnAll~lII'l\I!ksbyClwlsT~
CMado:m'lll!U.. h;mp:Jt:iishtr1;·malenaI-aI'NI~



'"eludmg HIlT'JCrCoIlms, FlIlmmgo, FO"'Il,1Il

T.ryBiuonT/leFIlhE/emlnl{012bl,£5.99pb)-NoYeisabMoIltoe~sl

flknlromWi:Brwon.
Cli'lt! Barket Forms 01 HNI'Illl (HatperCoIns. 0 12 bl, (16.99 llb, 378pp) - Ttree pIa'f$.
~,Para6MSlrMnlSubllfBo6H.~IS'ffiIWlg(~llOleldlesebtperlormed

M'non-proilbullby~~.
*JnMarT1lAlillnAgllncK~:0~.krI,EI6.99hb,434ppi.I-Nort-il:liaI,'1he

IIlloIdsloryoldleellr.1lerrestnllsamongus:HawcanlpJhspoibty?lcan'tmbooki5
~~A~alR.Il*$.j)"tsllVldbyan~""liewril.
(MwWfUeQ'llaltoebooksm'llflctl ..... JFKwu~'IrilIIan~ideaolwhal
c:onsuu:e5areiallleswt:t(,.g.al¥~mcrop~lalefactnilledlobean~

Fool) ~ an ah-IIaIl~WNt~~~·1Yf.lhen!? app-oadI, hi
shoJdbereqJl"edrNdnglcrllwhotnlunansarer~~GoIlalalql.l1avl!nl

::~~~=~o.99pbJ-HoYeisaIIonolepsode24.5«llI'Jd
::nKwshIw.Jlet LMtn' A tM(tQrpIl:Cdh, 0 ~;[20.1X1 ID. 352pp J.)- Biol1aJilJaI
toedlaralileWci:ltdf1lopla T/lehlnHMOIla.".:lMFeb.

*Ptt«Alkins8W1JuIdfr~,O.u:t16.99hb,352pp)-lWaJ'Idm~96,

... Feb97fl11i1it ...... comtGJI~AKin~sanlngtale~V ....
Dyson,'C>CUScQIledMt9!"0I"'9JO'spjJI~5D'qIDd5,who~t1

presetIl-day~whetlMa",*""CO'IIJa!lefacaraMHe_agilm

a ITlI!P' whohet.! klb'es IodNil. ..... wl*deMnng a Iealn mfJe nnnolh
t.nwrse,a1,NkybeltQ"FaI.hlM~clIheAld1emlsls·cnatWor1l-~~

~1~cI.. tMng.l!ltdud"D,salgoes(lllOrrgkeil"''8ig
TlvIdIf.ar1CIellrad'"'"ll!RtMllS-' Lrverpoci-bl;rnb'lOwLosMgelesreWen:)
A:lmwrQelhe SCJ~plcr '"' cllheb.f HllrlMtItn5, ¥.:Ins 1$11$ S8l:aIdIlllO'tl
lhefnlWU~
MiklluIWlOlt-WoodAnge/$rI'Illl(OJl.l,ES.99pb.32Opp)-TecMo-tderabolAa~0I

~arMds0rist5whoallempllObmgiboutwor1dp&aalllilhasqllJ..fiSlsle-'

~dWnl1hel.JeIfld~Si.tpnqAlM!nllmdDanielDelot(HalperCoh:O
JI.l:E20.00hb,3S2ppI.I-~AswelluRobi'tsonCtusllf,DeIotalsowroteprtto-sf,

~~~dAol.J9C(07J1.l:E5.99pb)-F;naq,lcr.I'Ihnlfinal'o'OUner.lhe
'Elu'OJm' ......*D.rid & LeiRh ElIdlngs PolpiI3Ihf SorIM$$ (~7 JI.l, EI7.S? rc, c:8llOW} - A"c:ompriln
I'KMllto~ltilheSotr:fffl,andlhtlilalbooktlltoe'Belgariad'~

Cliy.Blfkel'knl,bI;1heFiIlhDominrotlllldlml,lcil2;The~(10JlJ;E5.99pb

ead1)_Reissul"lWol'Olumtsolllar\«<·18S4-page1991da11c'artasy~.

*Michafl Marshall Smith Spares (17 ~: E5.99 pb, 3059!l1 - Smithwas tl the Cambridge
F~, wh«e he was a CO"llempc.-atyol NeMnan and Badi:tel, andl'llhe BOsCO-wrole and
pe!f0llllf01he BBC Raoo'c:omedy series MdNoII',ln Co/cu. &llyouwonlfn:llllldlechocl
this tl J» 51, w~.thou~ touched wiIh .my and a Cll'lain I*kness, has i dSlinct!y Am«JCill1
1Ia1O..l'.$p.Jresisaboulillostrwilhaheartclgold,W:-Oaftemptstomikelunirlthecreal'.l'es,
cloned frOO1 rich butards, wtlo exist pIX~y to IlfO"'dtI spare partS. Smith W<lS ilrrJOOgSt t~
JliInilhgrOlJpfO\tldIuOO1g00tsidlltheScieneeMuseum Mrysoolll!l1 at the recenl Clar1<&

Awardeeremony. oanls/leli lOt the sil 01 srrdli'lg. His tlero smokes 100. Recommendlld.
Kalllerlne Km & Malt Krelghbaum p~ (0 21 JlA; ES.99 pb} - Science lill'l\aSy, rYSI
YOlrner. a JlIIIII setin. 'V~KaIi.ltoedeaclitsl.assassinr. fie Pi"lctI. I\as been hired 10
mo.xderlWoseetrli'9YlIICQ"tlfClI(Irunnr.Pleasur.SlCtVICIa,M1gr.an~

broIhIl.IlldM'tJ.heittolhehudallhl~-OY&fseerscltheYi'tualreailyc:omp..1lJ

nerwcri;,1hI~:

*Robert SitYlfbefll~ the 0YfIges (21 JIJ: £6.99 pbj- Vabne 5 (If SiYerberg's
c:oIededshortAo:ies.~lhtperiotl'/llhenheprocb:edllesplrdd(ill,'lotmy)noYIls

O)i'JghsiirandThlSb:tlasacMan.
DI'rid& LIi9h Eddin9lBfrtwafltlttSorc:erw(22.u:£6.99pb)
JlnnyWum Alilnard~(O2• .u: E16_991tl. E'9.99Ip)- Fantasy, IwIh 'l'OUne aI
WMlcll.qItll'ltlShadDw'
EIlenSleiber TheX·FiH,Etrv»",(O Aug:EJ 99)-NoYeIsrion.
DeanDevlill,RoINEJmlIridI&SIlpheftMolstad~Day.ThI~IO
Aug E16.99hb,c»4jlp)-rlHlll'll*1deCllo~lheholesle!tbyh!" wI1lncidlhe
ailnscomeff<wn'tbrwas".J1SltIQkeptsecrer'''RewiIlsgen«aIIOnsalconsprJq"
KI'rinJ.AIIdIfton TheX·F"itrsV NwibodiiI:s(OAug:£I6.99hbl-F"~1KMII

based(llfWtv-..s.
SaW .... ~(O.Aug;£5.99pbl-Farusy.~Mlerhuwritlen
shnd1laIdlnaslesrtlAnd',Nortal·sWi:ll~bIJ~ue.aleshefOM1,r.llIictIa

trlCIl"IiII'dI's~.IWJIIdhei'andsonina~ecI,eamSheisgMniltl

~~lolClathgcrl·segg.• ,ancI/fI.ISlasoll!llliin'Wgintlespitenu:tl
1ImpWKI'I.1blcrhpn.dstl:uysFb)mClldE.Fu.
~MoIIlIdh:ltpnilnaro.y.SiwZall(018Aug:£16.99hbl-'1hIdlorisecI
IsCtntJll&lcl hCO¥lJ-up.°
StIphen Buter ~(18Aug;CU9pbl-paperbackol"aneAtr.Jrd.nc:mN'.ed
abmalrYetisllJryalNASA.

*Stephen BmIr J1an 10 21 A!,g: £16.99 re.~J - The NASM:SA IJobe Cassn 1$
sd-uedlOtuctlS&.m·S/llO(l"llUtlr. 2lXM, and~ BulerposlQleslYl.1tsCO¥IJs
arrmoria-basecI".NASAi5mori:uJd,and~aChalenger-type:tbasler~
l'I'lCltlerancl~Pua~i5~lotismrilileShJtllellett.BlAshe

cr:mes .... fW ra.a a1allllWllidlJPl. sciertist andi'lsleadnfis tlelJllinll SaIl.m,
A9oIoanclSlUlleIplClCl'lll..,SUlt-oI....art~,nl.despileoppositionhm
hmiufy, all$l-oasP nwned mission 10 run is IaI.nt:tletI. Thefrsl hill a1BuWs
researd.ltst*lNASA~tlIUSspac:ellfopmwaslhealtemaliYttisloryVopge..lIilh1tS

wektawn lead,.. tlR: T..... IIlIITIIIo,...·!lAresfancl~nu:h.
l.eIlUrtin The X·FiH;FtWi8onts{0 SIp: EJ.99lbl- Nowisationol epISOde IS,...........
EliubelhHand~1/ 2(W(OSlp,£5.99pb)
JulianYayS«yTniIi.m(IS1p;ES.99pb)-ConciIsionollhe1rii1,m'saga
Kalhlyn S. Statbuct The HocM CWl "., HI (0 1 SIp: CS.99lbl - Fantuy. A WIIITW1
retvmsloherttJiltlOOllhome,._bigllousewljGf1ecntainsnancestotantasylands.
SWboctismamedtoRa)mClldE.FlistmliYlsr.SanDil!P.
Phl6p K. Olelc Cb Frirttds From Frob B(15 SIp lA 1970): £5.99 pO} - Fllle lat&-period
DQ, one 01 IhIIUt 'ncmIII'lIntMlIl he wrote.

*Kim SlInley Robinlon bhenge (15 SIp (R 1984); ES.99 pIl) - klenigmatic arilild i5
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mystwiouscalastrophtknownoolyumeEYIl:1,cMisaticwlllasClJlapsed.dayisrq.t,and
frIIons IIM ded. Ex·sdder JoIln Sa'4Qf attempll 10 keep ordef outside me !Mal military
regim,inIhtC~al,butcomesi1toconllk:l

Gtorgt 0rweI1 Com;iele WoOO (Stcktr &Warbl.l"g: Aug: £1.1951£1,25O!'t, 2Q vols.) - The
tirsl prk:eispre-publicalion. Eatedlly PeterOaYlson Ino, not that ooe),this is claimed to be
I!ItdilliniliYttdtiooalOrwej'swriting,andi'ldudesmvel1~shedmatefial.Volsl·9

coruinthenovels(availableseparate/y!or£495r'£55D),andYOls.1G-2D(£85GI£895)covtr
rtYiews,IJlides,leIltn,tKsfYer·readablemaysandmlscellaneoulwntings.
Fllnk Hlfrll Oscar Wb(Raven:AlIg;£7.99lp,384;lp)-Joi.maIisl Harrisisbeslknown
Iorlhl~Myl1eindloi'&$,butllelt'.fUl:q'aphyalhisIriendWllde,reissulld

IOcanadtwilil#leStephenF'YIilnI.
T"rlnCtDicksOx:t:trmw,:I(j)(Ia(B8C:4Aug;£S.99AB,lt:9Omils)-AbridgedVlrSlOllol
1heflO'Yli,fNdbrPel.~

Yln;1ibris0X:ttr1W.oo:The~('ll8C18Aug;£U9pb,2lllljlp)-Moms

CIIlMIlopra!Wllrai1flelalellOslS.hcmrwril.-sub5ldsedbyfleEr-.erpiseAlowar'u
Sdwne. ardcaneupwilh TDadyandvanous otlerllCfNSrlltynnstrlgrllMlls(... fie
TQW 6JlJdolOlllegcod). Now ..·.wdlentuspwdl.fllorldooWll8S4wherWlfle
_docDmMtslhel)9:Jlll9lWl- wMn awe-lba::i'lgfleb.ltldocD
CMstophel BlMI lb:b' mw,: ThlllImJ. T_ (BBC 18 Aug: H.99 pb. 288pp)­
ThelilfldocDandPI!riWsilne~Gelsandorandgelma:ed~W1.liIIrdIlorlost.......
IInMeEwinEiDrilg~~Cape.OSep,£I5.99hb.304ppI-Tht

IilubIHdgedlilltpoi1lsloabYellClry,IdIaced"'Mc£wan'sbillwnldafk~

·rou.... .;oo,edCtlisPriesl.ryl.lf£w<M'L
Sllphtn JlyGcdd Lllf's Gm:W{\TUgI: SIp: £8.99 pb, 256pp) - Nc:n-idicJJ....,.,..
Cf\ewoMIonlromonecllhebeslsciencewrrtersnnl

*Ptl" CtffY Jadf Maggs(Faber:OSlp:£15.99hb.32Opp)-NewnoYellrtmhlnotlld
AustrJian tarwi:sl I magic IWst, who:se E\ool<ef'WIl"I'lng OscarandlllCll'ldiisnowberlg
ftned, 'Altri1Iiflg sIoryol mesmerism, possfSSlOO, dangerous bargainsandilicJlloYl"
VtC!ooiV1l0nd0n"
OrlltnP.muk The NewI.Jfe(Faber· 0 SejI:£15.99hb,304ppl-FilI'Itasyaboulama~

book whose reader unde!1akes a melaphysical joo..mty 1tlI'oIJ1l Turkey i1 searctJ 01 ils
ncr"l. Pamuk, I Turk, 'has umtd tilt fighllo compari$Ol"lll with 80rgts and CaNino° (NY
rmesl·

*l.Iik'Ashlty(ed) S/la!lesptateatl WIloci<nrWls [Raven: 0 SejI:£5.991p,472pp)-Al'lth,oI
25 new slorits, eactJ a m'fSlety based w.nd a Shakespeare play and ls characlerS.
Cortrb:Itor1indudeSl'ftoenBaxt.(it'slllatmanagain),Palricilltkl<iip.PeI!M"Tf&IlIlyne
andDlhers.So.n:Isir'llr9ing.
VIctor WaMry-CellicDalyLlt(Riven: 0 Sep: £4.99hb,64pp)-Shows 'how 10 11CrIa1f
loryrusellaspectsalCelticdaiylilt, lUdlulOlJllll'ldper!llnes.iew*Y,loodreapes
andnallnletyes".
JontthanGJancey(ed.)atyFrJUes~CapeOSep;£20.00hb,256ppI.I­

fb1.6diCfI col cl essays Cf\ neWptol2111 C*U'y l.i;nb'I. m !he antn!dswllowl
ICtJIIybelil.ilin;l
IanPNnAntlslin::fo/fW!FrIgerpoIt~CIpI:OSep;rl6.99hb,6CBpp)-A

nudlrml'*J'.W1I660sOxlor11.'MflaClSlclsonst:s.~

~~andpolikilns.

Joni~chelA~jChalIo&Wi'd.lS:OSlp:£IU9hb,2S2pp)-tn..lkn:ItrSo
rouwarcasaence-5clKino:n'lllClilll?Hersong"lorxlslod(ilcbleslheh"len
1la'OJsl", posdIIyhlrstpop ClAnNltrwaIoJlllar ru::iNrsynhsis.
A$lonyGnf\on TheFfJ(IInojf:ACln:rus~(F"'OSep;£IZ.99ti1,lnwl- Tlis
fllr9,lngboollll wel.ah:slO')'al#le!ooholt.lwonderlPrald1e!lgetsal!lfllllm?
orIyasa~

Mik'Ashley(lld)J1le1.bimlOlh8ootolNewShrrlocllI*ltnes~(Raven;OSep,

£6.99pb.512pp)-Anth.alHohlts-basedSlooM,manynewCootrbJltnIndudeMicNl!l
~H.R.F,Ke.ati'lg,BasiCopperandmanymore.loc:tldesacompleteHolmIS_.

*GardntrDozols (ed,) 8esl New SF IO(Ravtn: OOcl;£7,99pb,608ppj-Newtlition al
the indspensable lmual arKh., with sloriestfOlTl Benlord. Kessel, Kress, McHl9'l, Pal'1l,
Reed, Silvvrbtrg, SIerlirlg and many othtrs, plus a review of the year, lwatulble
recomrneflded.re.adng lists, and elcelleflt i1Iro<lJctIonI. But I do wish they'd sort tilt
nun1berirlgCXJ.Recommen<led.
Steptlen Jone. (ed) The Mammolh Book oIllHf Ne"~ (Raven: 0 0cI: [6,99 pb,
512pp)-Newedtional1helifsl'falehorTorlf'dl"wi'tlstOl"ies!romBrite,Ccnslarrtine,
FCl'Jt,er,lailSinclU,Michal!lMarshalSmih,Ka'!Wapandol!lers.
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Carolinedoesn't remember buying her first paperback, but
she already had a full bookcase-C S,Lewis,Hugh WaIters,
Arthur Ransome, E. C Eliot, etc. - when she was mne. That was
the year she does remember: she spent an Aunt's birthday
present on L Frank 8.Jum's 1M MIIm111ws ulIIJ 010:, pubhshed
by Denl O!Jtlon. WIth four colour plates. And It was only a few
monthsLaterlhatshebrooghthomeP~ul BnclJllll'sbtography
of Doog~ 8.Jder, Rtadl F~,1It sq, the first hardback she ever
bought second-h.a.nd Wllh her own money After that It aU got a
bltoutolhind.Thatcoebookcasegrewtotwo,andthft't,and
~,unhlbythttuneslte_St'VmteenshehildSlxty

shelf-feetandil'i'OO-a-ywhabil(5heMsthedtilne5toprovt

Some Definitions
clttrmtWlwlUS4ltlnlmekln:

AcalnWtOf-lCI'IWlOI'lewho buys books 10 fUd,/tIwIg noI)'el

~"'JllUan~readal"booksJllUW3l'llIO.8olh

oIushaYlbeenlhrou!llhs.
RatioN{_-sornecnewhoItas5tOppedaaul'Ualrlg.bl.lha$rtOl

)«.n1may~,bec:omeacolec:l«.8olholushilvebelrl

ltJo.9Ihs,loo. .
CdIlelor-someonewhoc.1ndescriJelhewcolecbonflaSoel'tenc:e.

Caniines 15 o..nerrdy 'si by wcmen wrllln p.bished betare
1980"; Brian'SIS 1tlebooks I wantlO own (011 toelrlOOllTllr.

Shell-leer -!he easiest way to ~ale how man~ books you own.
CounlltlerKJmbel'oIbookswt;chtake~onelOOlclshelving

Measure how many feet cl s/Ielves you haw books on, Mu~ip~

Youneed~alemeaSllre5forharcl:laeksalldpaperbaeks.

We''lfloslcoutt.Lastbmewetned,~reckmedwehadabout

15.000 bookstl thehouse

WHY Do You BUY BooKS'
(I/you don't buy booksat all you can sWltch oH al IhlS poult. A
column about col1edmg. buymg md selling books IS nolltlcly
toappealIoYOU')

For those ol you who iIfl.' sttll here,wc'd hketoan!roduce
ow~h'es We're Bnan Ammngen and CarollAt' Mull6n. We've
been I\'~lng bools for a very long t\lllC, buymg them for some­
wh.a.tlesstune(~hadlosaveupourpodet:lt'lCll1t)'fust),md

selhrtgthemforthepaslfew)'t'ilrs.Wehletalllngaboulbools
too, and we've pronused Chns we11 do a bit ol that U\ Ihs
coIultVt,butmoreolthatanon.Meanwhile,~1011te

queshOll; why do you buy books?
Aherilll,lt'saralheroddthutglodo,espeaallythesedays.

when Slilttsttcally speaLng YOU'I\' supposed to be worbng 7().

hourwt't'ks. watchmg tv for 23,and spendmg the rest ol your
hmeasll'ep,Ahernahvelyofcourseyo~areast\ldenlorunern­

ployed,m WhLCh case you may have tIme but you doo't have
any money, Whatever, buymg books is shll an odd thlltglodo.
We'd be wLlling 10 bet thatyou'v.e had. lots of comments about
It over theyeal'$,You know thekmd ofthlllg'

- WIuIIQlo'Qlboob,..,~'lltgl)/!Ar(yo~all'llchlrl

-Wh.rldoljJlill.tlMtabookpr?YQ~'... alrnulygolll'lt
- AI IMI ,..,W don't Mvr 10 WI.1Try aoo..t tilt ('(nlrQllIl'lllrnK

pl!dmK ~p.
-B~lwlry~thtmrdrmymtQrngrllhtmfr(tfrof/ltlltlibnlry!

That lasr one IS ilctUally qwte agood questlOl'l. Aherall,mostof
ow firstbools arepvm orient to us, by relahves or schools or
pubbchbranes. for free. It's a pretty b18 JUmp, when you thLnl
aboulLt,fromreadlngboolsproplepveyoutOWaJttutglobuy
youroWTt YouroWTtbool.ForyouroWTtft'.a5OftS. With your

~""""'"

O tchin'the
ollectin' bug

Caroline

B
rian and MUllan
Ameringen

------~------books,&c­
d.) And that wu JUst 1!If ones she bought! Her Dad still had to
dnveher to the librarySOl'l\dUnes,when tht'pdeofbooks robe
retumed rucMd 40 or 50 Iugh

TIu5 W~, WIth hJndSlght, tht Acrumulabon P!Yse. ThIS IS
theplYseofWewhenthtbooksmdcomicsJusl:~uuteon

your shelves and you can't gd ihem fast enough. You buy to
read; you buy what you wanllo rNd; you buy books you'yt
~yread50youanluvelhemonyourshelves;and ..

... youtNdwluityoubuy
Or at koast you Intend to. AI Ihf tune. It's insidious,really.

the.cldK1Jon.FirstyoubuylnorM'Sandtwos.andyourNd
them as you buy them Then you buy by fours and fives, and
polISh them off the same wed:. But then you get to buymg by
the tl'l1S and rhedozens: rhenew books by lhe auloolS you
I.now; and rheold books by lhf ~lllhorsyou know; and the
books by the new aullwrs you'yl' only JUst dl5CQVered; the
books you've been recommended, and the books lhallook
fasnnalU1g, and you can't bear not to find out about engUleoers
inandl.'lll RomeorhfeOl1 a space slahon or what llappcned in
probability A ... and you know you won't get ro.und torhls
week's purchase:s for a while, bul Ihere's plenly of hme to read
- a lifetime 10 read! - and the book may not be there tomorrow.

BUlit's~llanillusion,Thatbookmaynotbetherelomorrow,

but another one Will. And the wl'l'ks slip away in working and
sleeping and watching Iv. And a lifetune ISn't very long
measured agalJlSlalJ the books in the worId,timeperhaps for
2O,OOl books {Il you can manage ooe a day lor lifty years). That
woo'tgetyooallthatfaragalJlSlperhaps5,OOlsf,fanrasyand
horror ht1e'S published In £nghsh last year, and aU lhebooks
published tlusyear, and all thtywsbeforeand 10 come.

So eventu.l1ly you start 10 cut down on buymg boots.
Intimabons 01 reabty U\le'Veneal thtpomtofdmsMJn.and,
yes. you cm leave that Iustofy of man's rdahomlup With the
horsetw, on that second-hand book.<;bop's sheIl,ltdoen't
need lobe rranskrred to yours ro SIt lIongside sevenl hundred
otherunrNd boolsand reproarn you all lhE'yeaf'S It-and they
-wiDn'rIloJlnUJll'Nd

And you have made the tmlSlhon. You are no longer an
<J«Umulalorofbookstobere~,Now,whenyoubuyabook.

you really mean It,~ you've deared the backlog! Not iust
that you want 10 read It, but that you really thUlk you will,
Once again a book bought thiS Wl'ek gets read this month
(mostly), No longer do you acquire the fourth book by the
author whose previous three n'rIloJin unfinished, All those
fascinating books that would surprise and educate you Lfyou
ever read them remain forever (as far as you are concerned) on
the bookshop's shelves beaUS(' you didn't buy them. And
sometimes you even get fOIlnd to throwmg out some of the
books,even (whisper Lt softly!) some of the unread ones.

This stage can last, wLth lapses, for years, sometimes for a
lifetime. OccoiSionaUy you still sucromb to buying for your very
own a ropy of a book you rud yeilf'Silgo. Sometimes you pick
upa book you mow you won't md, because it goes so well
wlthothers~readyon your shelves, or because Lt'S rare or
valuable,orJUStforthehellollt ..

But Lt IS stdl not mough. The boolshops still bfdon. thE'
books ihl'mseIvessrJlItempt. the bookshelves creep 1/\e'\00000bly
upthew~lsolyourworld

At ltuspoutt,ILLe most addlds,you h.a.ve two chotces. Both
areNd.

YoucouldglVeup. You could kill tllehablt. You could stop
buymgboots.lt woukIbea wrend\. but you roukI do It.
People do. We blow someone who leepsonly one hundred
books on Ius shelves;: nery tune he considers keeping a new
onehedecideswhlchoflust'XIShnghundredmuslgolo 81 ve
the new book a place. He doesn't buy many books! We also
blow some people who have 8lven up altogether and gone
back to the hbmy. Well,lt works for lhem.

bu~gy;r~~~l: at;:e~r::ed~ :~~so:.~: y~~~~tU~o~ 1Ii~=="~~7i'.
will it improve the collt'cllOn? I/the answer is "no". then you
do not buy, lfthe answ('r is ·yes~, then you buy it, of course,
but - and here is the really clever bit ~ you don't have to

C'..I'n.w<>l....ltIf<



from Bem.udM,E.rp
21 Mrorfirld GTOlIt', Tongr Mror, &llerl

This is by way of being an open letter to Yvonne
Rowse. [S«Matrix 125,pJ2.1

The BoltOll Group, more properly the BaD group as
there is now a Bohon MediaGroupaswell,read your
convention repert and the first rollective thought w~s

to send for our lawyers'
.limposedmyselfOl'lagrOl4llromBoltOl'l, .. They

wereasympalbetic:Iol ..
Thert'goesalJ the years wehavespen.t building up our
image as a bunch of deviant weirdos, we thought, but
then reconsidered. It wasn't that you caught usona
good night; the years have mellowed US,and we are
not as we were of yore.

You should have come out with your secret, Two of
the people you talked to have every slar Trrk video
released, while lamtheSecretaryofBolton'sOffidal
Science Fiction and Fantasy Fan Group (yes, I know
we have to rome up with a snappier title) and the
aforem<'lltioned Media Group. We have always held
the view that no fan should be a stranger to another,
and have never looked askew on fans of any subject as
long as they could express themselves on a level a bit
better than MI love Trtk therefore I hateB5~.Andeven

somrone with that atbtude weuld be asked tedefine
themselves before being sacrificed 011 an altar at
midnight (sorry, that was the old days sneaking in)

So, next year rome out of that closet you seem to
f~1 you arc in. In the unlikely event you dOm'eal
yoursell to someone who sneers at ylro for your liking,
then just walk away and find someone else more
tolerant, comforting yourself with the fact that
somooneso blinkered to others' views would nolbe
all that much fun to talk to anyway.

W!'should all be there and we will be happy to see
you again, just promise not to spread it around what
charming,sympatheticpeoplewereallyare. ts1

fromJ~ssic. Y.tts
B8sIMilrfsR1'<ld,BushHiIIP~rk.Enfitld,Middx.,

ENllBB
I have a bit of info regarding your query of last issue,
p11,0nA Wizgrdof Ellrlhsttl, I understand it is normal
BBC pr~ctice to capitalise on their childrm's series and
issue them simultaneously on cassette if the book is
suffidently famous, as has been done with the recent
'Namia' adaptations. SfX23, March 1997, reviewed
the BBC Radio Collection version of A Wiwd of
Urlhsttl,Favourablereview,fJ.1f1
• ThaJ1ksjJr that. Aftn rtptllltdapprMcMs Iht BBCSttrIIs
Irow 10 havr fiMllydmdtd lo5tlld mt adwner inftmnalion,
solhoptl'lI~~llrrinjJrmtdinfulurt

/tsSiOlhasSOmtidtllsjJrpossibltfoJlCUf-upsloC05grovt
Hall's Wyrd Sistm ~nd Iht jJrthroming Soul Musk:
IsuggestLordsandlAditsasbeingthesequeltoWyrd
Sisrm continuing the story of Magrat and the Fool;
and Moving Picturts as being a companion piece to
Soul Music with plenty of opportunity for visual gags.

~::~a::~;trt~~ GJI<lrds
l

GJI<lrds! and Mm at

from J~nnjf~r Swift
43 Perry Strm, (hjJrd, OX4 3M

Now that the BSFA is embarking on a new publicity
and promotions drive, I thought [would write to
suggest one inexpensive but effective way we might

--:---,----.,.-------- rC<.n1itnew members (and perhaps win back some of
-Oml,fromprtl.~ous~gt the lapsed). I undmtand that campaigning
pretend (evrntoyourself)thatyou~illeverread.it! It organisations such as Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace
deserves its place ~ your shelv~, 11 .truly does:.lt's,a and the World Development Movement have found
title you dOll't have, d's a first e<htlOO, It'S SIgned, It'S m that the most rosl-efficient way to win new supportm
betterrondition-but you are no longer bound to the is through displaying attractive membership leaflets in
wheel: you don't have to read it. And if you have read diSpensers placed in appropriate sites, such as
it but it doesn't belong you don't have to k~p it! Here wholefood shops and vegehrian cafes. Why couldn't
isabookyouhavejustread,butthereisnospaceon the BSFA produce its own promotional leaflet and
the shelf for it: is it part of the collection? No? Then oul dispen.ser, and ask existing members to place them in
it goes. Hereisa book taking up space: does itmret the bookshops, libraries and other suitable locations?
criteria? No? Then out it goes. You are saved. Your Also, single leaflets could be sent out to all members
collection blesses you when you buy, and again when onceayear,withthesuggestionthattheypassitonto
you sell. You have rationalised your addiction, You someone who shares their interest in si, (think that
contemplate your bookshelves With a VIrtuOUS glow now would be an especially appropriate time to
You have good answers to all the stupid questions, You conduct a membership drive since MPtrix and the

are~~7book-buyers are readers all their lives. Many :; ~~~ru~~~a~t~stth~~~ea~~~l:v~in:o:h:
book-buyersachievecollections,whetherornotthey muchbetterinthepastfewyears.~

retain the habit of reading, Some spouses and children • Thanks for I~r kirld commr/II cri tht mllgazilltS. Wr do in
of book-buym have collections ,thrust upon them. Jaclha!J(alnlfltllWllilllblr,whic~isbringrr,lfjnttdnuw
Some of them en.d up collecting themselves,. m thilt rhr ronlllc! addrmlS /taut stabilistd, Thrrt'S ~Iso ~
self-defence (which IS how Carohne got started). Bnan rommilttt mrrting in July, at which publicity a/Id
has gone through collecting and out the other side: he rrcruilmnrt will ~ rhr mllin fJtus ofattmtiorl; Ilwpr
doesn't evrn have to resist temptation ~ny more, he can l~m'lI hi' 11 rrport Otl Ihis in Ihr lIal Matrix. Tht BsFA
just buy all the books he wants, and sell them again. wro sitt now bring drorlop.'d will, l« hopr, gmmlt somt

This column willlalk about books, It wIn talk about mrm/rm jJr litrlr o~tlllY' Mranwhilt, anyol~rr suggtslions
buying books, collecting them, and reading them. We and idtlls arr wrlromt!
might even talk about selling them if we can find a way I wulmtand Ihm's a /lFoolrm with 1,I~cing Iftlfim i'l
to make it interesting librarits, a, rhl'l/ mllsln'l /J( soltly IIdVl'rli5l'mmrs - thm

See you ned MPlrix.... IUlS to !It' all rduCIIliClUlI rlrmmt illthr litrral~rr
_eCarolill~Mulllln&Brul!1AmtringmI997

From Philip Mu/downer
15 Woodmill IAlft, Billernr Park, Southampton,
s0182PA

Delending publishers indeed! We certainly live in a
publishing era that is different, that is inevitable. How­
ever,thechangefrom what wasalmostarottageindus­
try to just another minor division of some supemation­
alronglomerate .. is that necessarily a good thing?
The acrountant rules without doubt. So money goes
on the higher roller, on the airport blockbustm that
bring in the shekels, The consequence of a great deal
more for the few mega-novelists means the rest of the
jam being spread thinly ifat all. I have no idea what
the present rate of remuneration is for first novels or
indeed midlist (ifthatisgoingtosurvive),but I bet it
isnota healthy one

I would query yourcut-.offdateof1970,Therewas
a lot of sf published in the 1960s: given the 'library'
markets, hke Robert Hale and Dermis Dobson, there
was a relatively large market fN run-.of-the-miI1 sf
Crap a lot of it might well havebeen,but it provided a
market for aspiring si writm. [It's bml a'gJI~ thillspin­
offrry nowfulfilslhisfunclion.-Chrisl Similarly in the
States, while publishm like Ace and DAW did pub­
lisha lot 01 poorsluff,they provided opportunities for
a lot 01 authors - Delany, Le Guin, Disch, Spinrad,
Zelazny to name but a few. Those market<; are no
longer there, fact, but is that neeessarily a good thing1

Perhaps 1960 would h~vebeenabettermarker, More
sf being published? In doing a very arbitrary survey of
the books listed in MillriI 125,ignoring non-fiction and
lumping hOrTorin with fantasy, I come up with a fig­
ure of67 fantasy books and 40 sf book.s. The position is
even more interesting in that of the 4O,fiveat least are
spinoffery, and a couple more sharecroppers. Plus
~boutfive reprints, a couple of anthologies, a couple of
short story rollections, and several young adult books,
and one is down to about 20 adult sf novels of interest
Of those, what are good quality? Which without
reading them is impossible to say, on theolher hand,
lessthan20%comingoutasadultsfllOvels,andthOSf'
catering for Ihe wide range 01 lastes within sf readers
themselves? That is a preciously small number_ OK, it
isasnapshot,butitisoveratw<rthr~monthperiod,

so it must have some relevance. Also, from a glance at
the W~terstone'sbookshelves, it is only too dismally
accurate.IYOl4 co~ld prcNblydoublt thost figJIrts, though
thrproportioll5artIlOOwlrighl,-Clrris!

On the other hand, I would certainly agr~ that we
probably have the finest group 01 British writers
working within the field that we have ever had.
Arthur Oarke, Stephen Baxter, Paul McAuley, Nirola
Griffith, Peter Hamilton, lan McDonald, lain Banks,
Ken MacLeod, Brian Stableford, lan Watson, Brian
Aldiss, lan Maclcod, plus innumerbale adjacent
writm: Christopher Priest, Mary Gentle, Kim
Newman, Robert Holdstock, Terry Pratchett, Garry
Kilworth,JonathanCarroll,RamseyCampbelletc,etc
[Carroll is 11 US cirizm bastd in Vienna; ht artfully minglts
a fu,opem ~lSibility with US myths. Atld vier Vl'rSN'. ­
Chris] It is a long list 01 authors who produce
top-qualityinteresting work,and that is just off the top
of one's head when sitting at a word processor! So
perhaps the situ~tion is not too bleak. On the other
hand, how many first novels are therein trusissue's
book listings? Not many.

It is sad to see the death ofSam Moskowitz.Slightly
cranky some of his critical writings might have been,
but he seems to have been ~round forever, All those
New York Futurians were not morrthan kids really
Moskowitz 19,chairing the first Worldcon,Pohl 20,
Asimov 19. Those were the days. Or were they?



""',••" """M","'" IChrisHill
Rook's eonage, 3Lynch Hill,

Whilchurcll,tlanll.,RG287ND
Email C_phlll'COIlIpuserve.clllII

The very WIdespread distribuhon and heavy stock­
mg 01 the E'I''Ydop.-.lill ofFalllasy is a very strong indi­
catorof which way the publishl'1'S think the market IS

going. At £30 (amazing how that £'i increase on the
pre-publication price just happened to slip by). still a
considerablepricelorabook,eventhesmallindepen­
dent bookshops had quite a few copies. The majoro,
like Waterstone's, had it piled up in specifically supp­
lied wirestands,inlront-<lf-storeprimesellingsp<lce.
This is big bestseller territory, and the print run for
the FE must have been considerable indeed. It is
mteresting to compare this with the promotion that
the companton Em:ydoprJia of SF got in 1993, which
was very low-key indeed. Not many 01 the branches
01 Oilloo's and Waterstone'seven stocked it. I can
remember seeking my copy out in an independent
bookstore. buying the single copy they had,and
hearing the buyer rongratulate hersellon selling it, as
she had had great doubts that such an obscure title
would sell atalL Fantasy conquers the marketplace.

So what is the ovcrall impression 01 it, then? An
awcsomejob,butlsupposeone'sopinionofithasto
bea personal one. I foundaoopyoITh~HamisofOrfa(
by Maurice Renard in a serond-hand bookshop
(whereelse!),thebasisolseverallllms,andtranslated
from the French and published in 1981. I eagerly
turned to the F£ only to find that Ihey did not list the
book-only thefilml [RmardhassulJstalJlialflltritsin
Oo.lth the sFE alld SF: The lilustrated Encyclopedia,johll
Clultcll'1lrlyrtgardshimalallsfruriltl. nwugh~olll
perlwllla5k why tht wriousfilllll lun.... fIIlrits in both Ihe
FE alrd sF£ (und" mal/llistmt hl'1ldiJlgl). - Chrls) I
personally like the rather arbitrary treatment of
horror. Is not horror a branch ollantasy? [Not
aCCOIding to Chllt il isn't. - Chris] The haphazard
nature 01 the treatment of horror writers is somewhat
offputting.Stephen King and Dean Koontzand even
Kim Newman are in, while Richard l.1ymon and
Shaun Hutson are not. Both Robert Bloch and August
Derleth get substantially more treatment in the SF£
than in the FE,Surely both were more Dark Fantasy
writers than slwrilcrs? If you are going to include
partola genre, then why not alP

Butthesc are only mlllorcarplllgs, which can goon
until the oowscome home. They really most depend
on what your definition of fantasy is, It is a truly
fascinatingbook,anda greatachievment.

[Philip Ihm mmtiol1tJ tht lain &nh Guardian pitU
-~tlsewhm-alldalktd:]

Why is it that sflans and ronventions get such
lousy and contemptuous treatment from the media?
The Scotlish Worldcon lared lilllebeller, what with its

treatment from Channel 4 and sensationalishc
headlines in the Mirrur. Are we such easy targets? 0
• Yts - Iht fimctiml of tht popular mtJiIl il 10 "illpra
ltmutyptl. Anybody rise hart thoughll 011 the
Encyclopedia of Fantasy?

And IIOWit's timepr mtlogrut'fl

FromAr1huIC.C1~rke

Colombo,Sriul1Il:a
I'd like to oorrect your note about me in issue 125,
May/June 1997 Matrix. The title 01 the 51 Martin·s
book is actually Gr«tingl: Olroon-BastJ Biptdl' (not the
fet>ble version given)

More importantly, it's 1101 an autobiography, but a
collection of my best non-fiction over the last 70
(gulp!) years.

If I ever do an autobiography, which is very
unlikely, it will be published in 2017-title: Modtsl
Gnriusorl Wall! TmITlgtCtrllmllrian,~

From Mlrk Plummrr
HNorthmlyRoad,Croydon,Surrry.CR06/£

Another fine issue of Malrix with good Easlerron
coverage and an excellent profile piece by Elizabeth
Blllinger.

But Will Da..e Langlord eveT forgive you for that
photoonpage6?~

·l.t"l~

FromD~vtL~ngford

!ULolldOllRoad,Rtading.&rkshirr,RG15AU
Matrix 125 arrived this morning, Oh dear. That
picture. I think I may invest in an iron mask for use
when you're around.

Page 4, Hugos: -. the only non-US writer
represented is Ulstennan lames White," What about
Canadaman Rollert J. Sawyer?

Page 4, Snippings: Corflu is not the same as
Tipp-Ex.lt'slor use on duplicator slendls, generally
smells like nail varnish,and is traditionally coloured
lurid pink or blue so as to be highly visible {to
farilitate retypingj rather than blend in. Some older
UKlans have been known to call it oblilerene-a trade
name,lthink-butrorflu was understood worldwide.
otempora, 0 mores.~
' Thttl!llorblamedlhtsubtdilor{<JrTMtPiclurt,who
glllrtJ at th~ phologrnphtr, who, {licking a (VI, bcW 11
Swiss (httst planllllld mu"~red "Blooiy Cllmtra" Tht
lllm"amlIUllllwilllblt{<Jrcommtl1t.

WE ALSO HEARD FROM E/izabtlh Billing", £/11'11
Chrshire, SyJ Fosltr, Stmo ftffrry, and Stmo f'almtl
7lul1Iutoontandall!-Chris

IBSFAAW,ARDs I

I
Myartideinltlelastissue~ Matrix seems to naVll caused iI

lirtIacoofusion(Nartheeligibililyofvar.ousworks,~a~y

for Ihe artwOl1c award, fu a raSlll I have dleekedthe BSFA
OOIIHninee m~utes lrom priof to my talun9 OVIlf 1tle awards
ad11inistration. Thecorrecttri1aria O!ejiQibilityaraulollows
.Best Novel- Str'\lI\ta~y f~sl ptillished in the UK in the
pfllViouscalendaryearQ.a,torltleawardpresentedinl99a
books pubNshed in 1997).

•Best Snort Fiction - Sill from a magazine with a
CO'/Ilf (\ale in tha pI!lViotJs calendar year, or1ol'sl appearanca
in the UK in an anthdogy/collection publishad in tM plllVious
calendar year.
,Best Artwork ~ F~sl appearance in the UK in tha
pleWloJS calendar year
I hope that this clears up any cordusion Ihatl may have
inadve!lei1~y causad As always, ~ J'(lJ are nOl SU"e whether a
~rticUarpieceofWOlkqua1ilies,plusesendmethedetails

anY""ayandlwiacheck­
AsanadctliooalilidtothenominafiOl1~ess,startingwith

the currerll issue ~ Vedlr(19.) ilJ books reviewad thefe
wtidl ara aigibla Jor the awards 'oWl be marked as such.
Oc:casiOl1atly stories receive 1!1eor IiIst publicatiOl1 in
single-wthor oolections, as well as anthologies and
magazirles, ForaWTIpla, Cdin Greanland'slacentcdlaction
The P1enty PmcipIecontains twlltr ltYee storieswt'ittl could
benominatad,Soagain arry OOledions which containaigible
shortstOtieswilbemarMd

o\\1milationsreceived:
Novel
BrianStablelordCllim~TiI'$Ctade(Lagand:£16.99hb}

Trici. Sullivan 5cmeMe III Watdl (),oef Me (Qion: £16.99
hb)
JackWomacll Ler'sPultheFutull Bellind Us (flamingo
£8.99pb]
Short Story
EugeneByrne'Trigmoo'(fnrertanel~

MartiIlSimpson"OaIlCUl\lAbov!hQ'lileclure-(TheTllIfd
AJtematil'ell]
lIsaTullle"Sol.lSong·(lnterzonelt~

Artwor\::
BrlanFroudCC1ffiolThBWoodWrfebyTIlfTiWlI1ding
ILegend:£5.99~)

-------------points arising-
,It was one of those tnin-stoppiog momants. We wera in the
pub,andthesubjeclt'lH,P,LoveaahroselromthaelOOld1
OtplIls~ourbellf4asses,'Yes,ltIekuh-thu.,.8o',serthoJoo

how the hell oo)'OU plonounce~?"It's one of those words
you onIyevllf see prinlad: Clhlitll. Help!
,PUBLICISE AND BE DAMNED Ever since Jell NOOl1 came
on 10 the sctI1a. there'sbeen an inaeasing tendeocy to
pubOOsectflainslauthtrsilS'Cl,ln'writars,OipPngwilh
hlpness and popcIJ~ li!aad, and plornotad in sud1 lines as
Loaded Wred(as was), The Face. AI Eastercoo, Micllael
Mars~all Srn'th's Sferes was being pushed wilh an
In-yer-faceposI8o'plOl'I1Inarulyleaturingltleword1uck'.0tr.ar
ads are more restrained.wi1!1 tag-lines like "No you donl haVll
to buy tha new t.khaej Marshal Smrthnovel I You O:lnl haVll
to b\ly the new Oasis album eilhIlf' (associating ~ witl1the
hJppest band around,al Ieasl in the mfldsof copywritllfS) and
"ThelilllfillY~alei1tola4·3~oryine111atVne,a~erbeing

3 down with 3sei1Qngsotf ,.:(tootban.thehippestgamll
arOl¥ld Well, ~ was tasl year). Aquote lrom Mark Thomas is
used 10 blurb Paul McAuley's lorlhcoming Child 01 I/le Rivet

(GoIIanc.z, Sep):'McAuley is ~n 01 a spearhead ~ writers
vmo,forpurena~ation.ti~ss,visiOl1andl\.rlhaVllmade

Britainltlll Memphis Sun Re<::ofCs ol si: Thllfe's tha subliminaJ
promotion '1Vl:lII1o Gflmwood's neoM:U. emphasising
word-o!·mouIh. similariywithO's Dead Meal. I suspect we're
going to see a lot more at this, aspedaDy a~1lf lile
'IIaterSlOl1e's books.of-the-century pal sIlowad how olten
peoplaare pleparedtOludfamasy and si solMgasHisIl't
IatJelledasslJCh.Wa·rebeingmar~amsed,AgaJn

'Thera's a gleeluIy W1cictive gremlin which IS ~~icl.Aar1y

anractad to correclklns and l!lTala, and did ~ have some IU'1
with MaJrixlU. h's Jenny Wolmark. not Woc:tnark, Wollmark,
WooImaar'Kor llTlyOlharvariabOl1, AIId Mawrt/l Gtasmeans
both Blue Mars and Green Mars. not Rad Mars and Green

"'~
'The Juna BSFA LClI1O:Jn Meeting was 011 the 25th. not the
24th:a~ogiestorthistypo,Thesemeetirlgsaraalwaj'Sonthe

Jourth Wednasday oJthe monlh, except in Dacembef tor
obvious reasons. See 'Events' for tulther deta~s

,Kasparovschess match against Deep Bltrewas a six games
long,notfiveasreporledinMa!lil" 12S. The final SCOftwas 3Y:!
l2YltoDeapBiue
·t nagledadloplintlhelulsllortlistsforlile 1996 BSFA
Awards last issue. Forltlllfa<:crd,theywera
NQVEl:GIIIAldermanTlleI.lemol')'Palace:lalnM,Banks
(wiMIlf) Excession: Slephen Bury Inlerlace;Ken Macbod
The StorleCanat KlmStanleyRobinson Blue Mars: B,uce
SteriingHolyFiie.
SHORT FlCnON: J.G. Ballard"The l¥ngFilB" IlnlelZO/le
106): Barrington J. Bayley (winn1lf)"A Crab Must Try'
Ilnlerzone 10J); Molly Bfown "Commumty SeMce' (/nrerzooa
lOll: M. John Harrison'The East' (11J1eIZO/le rt4): Mary
TUISlllo"Eat or BllEaten: ALovaStorfIlnlmooe104)
ORIGINAL ARTWORK: Jim Burns (winnar] Cover for Jack
McDavitl'sAncienlSllores:FrelIGambinoCoverforlntefZ()()ft
tOJ Santos GarijoCoverlorlntMone 104: Davld Hardy
Cover tor Inlerzorle lOl: Dave McKean Cover tor Sandman'
BookofDreams;Sr.tSCowrforlnlerzonel12

-ChnsTenan
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Income

0' 85.2%

Who IrlI you? YOU'II!ibIy ro bII male (rtlough a lot less IiJWj fhan
YOUlWllill989),married,IhirIy-somethirIg,artdeam;.gaboul
£25,aooayeat". You'llliX'JbablyemployedilaleclltlicaJiXOltision,
artdyooq,m)'OWO'MlIlome.Butt1lerl'sasubslanlialnumberolyou
eilherUtTNagedoronklweamings,artd-llIO$lstriJlingly-lIleoomber
olfemalemembfflllasrisensharplyMcelllelastSUlWy, in 1989.
Thentherewasa6:lrarklolmale1emalemembers,mwifs3:1

Sex & Marriage

[1989

11111111111 so""",,,, I
1111111111111 ""r-""'-"'-"-'-----__----,
1 c...",",,,,,",,,.,,,, 1111111111 :o;.~~:~!'{ I
1 1111 R~''',,",
I III Uvewilh famil~ 9.6'4

I O!he,'.7'4

1

r1997 0' 74,7% IQ25.3~

- Clailt Brialry, Publicily & Promotions

OIrhe 11Bolyouwtloresponded, 133lWremafeartd45femafe,Curioosly,!/li$is
l'eI)'nearlythesamt'ralioasforllleautllorsyoowantloreadabout,

~s.~:o<?:,s~~~'%-'<J:o.v:s.v:o.~.s'19 ~:s.6':O,>:.s~

j"ID,rraE:fOKE but I'll sa.'y it again: tllankY.OU VefY much to a.,., ~aire
those who responded to the BSFA Membml\1p Survey, We •
had 178 responses, alld It should bee:.:lremely useful for us III
plaMUlg wllat we need to do over the next few years.

It doesn't have to stop here, ofcouJ>e; Ul fact we hope It
won't, If there's anythmg you want to gIVe us feedback on,
allythlllg you'd love us to do which we're not domg at the moment, anything you want
toletoffsteamaboutoranyre]evantqueshonsyou'dlikeanswered,doget in touch; the
vast majority of survey respondents said that they liked letters in the magazmes to some
degree, and somront"s got to write them ., . and It does hdp us to provide the sort 01
service you want if you tell us some more about what you have in mind! However, tlu,
is an exrellent pliKe to start, both for us to analyse and act and lorany of you who feel
]ike it to react and commenl.

Ishould also point oulthat we have nohct.'d the cluster of comments which suggested
that some more of you might want to get involved with BSFA activities jf you got a
respo"se or some pm;onal contact from us (see Q.22). In that vein, thanks to all of you
who sent letter.; with your survey forms; I know it's been months, but we haven't
forgouffiyou,Wepromisetowritetoo

Alld now on to thereaJlyimportantbits ..

zey
ership
survey

the 1997

1bri~
nETHlI\C UK£ 20% of tile BSFA's membership~

~ep~~m~~~~:U:~:. fi7~eSinkc;~9~f ~~~i~ m
market1ng firms only dream about. Thank you
very much to everyone who took Ihe hmeand
trouble to fill m the form. And thank-you also 10
Cliire B.rialey for laking on the gargantuan task
ofromplhnglhesurveyandrollahnglheresulls
It'sbro'l a long processbuttheresultsare worth the trouble involved

Now, what are you telling us aboutlhe rurming of the BSFAl Various
otherrommittee members will be discussing the results as lhey alfect their
~rtirolarareas,bulilfallstomeIOlalkaboullheorganisationingeneral

First of all, we know Ihat you are, in the main, long-term readm of sf yet
most of you don't belong to any other sf-r,,]ated organisation, That means we
havea great responsibility toactasa primary source of rontact, of news and
Ulfonnatioll, Certainly, that's how I~ it, alld the majority of you agree (~
queshonlSresultsoverleaQ,lamdelightedthatll8%thinkwedoagoodjob
in providing information but in general, the approval ratings for our other
roles arf qUite a bit lower,!iO thfrf is obVIously room for improvE'ml'l1t, OIl
the other hand, I am veryellcouraged to find that 92% of you collsiderthe
BSFA to be good value for money, and from your comments, thE're IS a
general apprfl:,ation of the Improvements we've made recently. We're all
kffil to build on th05e improvemellts, and that means making surE' our
approval rating goes up ne:.:t hme.

OIle of the things that has been notireable in the past is that the number of
propleactivelyinvolved in the BSFA has been a very small percentage of the
membet;hlp, so olle of the most heartening things from my point of view has
been the number of you who said you would like to be involved in future.
FromcOlltribuhng to magazines to helpillg out atcollventions to voting in the
Awards, every category saw a healthy increase in illterest. We need to think
very seriousJyabout the best ways we can use your offet; of help, and we'll
certainly be takillg into consideration the very posihve romments about what
would encourage respondrnts to berome more involved, The more active the
membet;hlp, the bettl'l" the BSFA is for all of us, so this could wfll be a very
healthy rcsuJt indeed

[t is Ulevltable that whenever you do something like this, you spot things
YOll'd like to do better Ilext hme. Looking over the results it's easy to say: we
could havfbeen morespoofic III thlSOT that qucsholl,or Wf should have
asked about such-and-such, Certainly, this survey has been so productiVE'
and so useful. I am sure we'JI be repeating it at more regular intervals
(though not always 00 such amassive scale)

There IS one clear message that I get from these results. There are things
we rould do better - of rourse there arf, and your comments have beena
great help in idenhfyingareas for improvement-but most of you seem to
think we are on the nght track, That is somethUlg it IS always good to know.

- Maurml KinClliJ Sl'tlln BSFA AJminislllllor



Q 20. Which 01 the following events have you ,"ended in the last two yeal'1?
• Intersection (the 1995 WorIdeon):

• Others:

~=::j'.'jj'~~'~~'~~' ~~,~~,~'~~'1'
BSFALooOOnmeeti1gs

LocaIlP'oopmeetings

027 Which olher sI magazmes (If any) do you read?

Nearly half of )'Q\I - 46.~ - reld In/mont, and 17.4'\ reld
SFX. F(JIIMatm, the UK's pmnier itQdemic sf jounW. has a
swprisingly healthy readenhip, and the big three US fiCilon
magazinE'S ronlil'lue to have UK reiders. There's a good
assortment of small-press litles, led by BBR,Sdttlltrr.Jldrand
11lrThird ....ltmrQ/ivr. Di:lCOunting SfX, S/arbulsl is easily the
most popular media-related litle. Finally, .... nsiblrhasonlyOl1e
reader,appoarently, Well,everybody I know in the BSFA reads
it,ifOl'\ly forname-<hecks! I irnagine that most people don't
thinkofitasamagazine.-Qri$

tIaernwl9(83)·SFX(3I)·FOl.I'IdaI.ioIl(26)·Loc:vs(21}
Asi'rIlm.F&SF(16J·AnaIog(I5)·Startust(14)·CrificlIWal'l(12J

SF 0Ir0tQ (10) • BBR (7) • TV Zen (6) • SF Eye (5)
TheT1WdAlternalil'l(5)·Sch.rmdl.smalpressll1i!5(4J

£l'lioamwak:tl. NBw YC:W*~tJi SF. ZQ (3)
~Tmes.Winiy,Qrwi(rilfJ.SF~.StIri:lg. TheEdgl

TIrNds.XMOS.vatlOU:SsllV~{2}

adissllestJiGalaJy,FottunTJ'IlIlS,5a.desIlWew11FdM.
lham:s:ca,re,RNtnstJiFanusy, FMIgON. Yabr&tmame.
NeaoiIe,DartSi:ft.~QunsFmm"'SRnger's~,

ShMIr5.~SF,IASH"Xpose.Cn!scapr.Cb:tn.
AIta<le. SW TII!Ifmes,St¥Wars1'i»s,Anstit. FtelX'h

twiles,Clitl~USsf.,f~(I} .

Q 15. How long have you been a regular sf reader?
Pemaps.b.dy;in»d~IS93.""oIJ'Ol1./lSII'lItJd'b'lger/hallloyears·;deat/y)'Oll
IIbtcimudtfdS ;,diItIJood. Otherflgum IIM: ()'2 YNrJ 2.2"1.; 3·5.t'!'aIl U~; ~lO yHrS
2,2%;,OOOllllNR.
11JismaybtlllllJlgussoroeftlirlgab:lutlheBSFA:wear,rlOIruchi'tgnewreaders.Altemalivlly.
~lNpsifJ'Oll~!trmII1ter$lalfheGoldtnAl/l!{uwalydtMtdiS 14)you'redelylOstal'!
lNdngitlSlIlldJI.

N016.3%l

.S+times .2.5limes

M.££'i\OW

OthermajctprelerMcflitlc:Wed:/istory(1iaicKJlfldnM-fic:Iion}7:/l(Jl·1idi::tfI6;
oirI&4:varietyolmamstreilmfK:OO/l,f;biognIphy3:Upstrtam2;~ntal

lIOIl·fiction/alt8matiYel!COtlO/1¥CS;newspapers/~:sJlIlIlIfWIs

a 17. Which other sflfanlasy relaled organisations do you belong to?
66.3% oIrou6::tnlbelllng roanyol!w1ratpalllSoJ/Xltls. OttlftJ5t. illSwet5wdJded:ilriti.sh
FanwySoc:efyI5,FntJndsotFoundatm8./oQ/slf1OlJPf 1/rtlltlussl/fedybllPlrlherNJ
f9n-I'IYIIYQf00P5n~brmall)ca:lltlS~llllIIS';ZZ'9Pln1ZA/Ploi6.

Clt:lIm!2;SFFWA2;TolienSociety2;H.G.We.tsSoatJy2:~soOtlre:s2:()RC.42;

sHanwyllooilo clobs2; F_Aanss tie World; NESFA, Bra1l $bl:Ir Soaery; WQo Q6Is
Soafly.GotII:Sootty:MuC.Ck<itInenfl~,~,-ItIENSA.stpt:l:

..bnsllot9I'lExie,SFQbrJS<:Ufl..ur;;,:r.wlOllSlfllfirt.ttllllliMctQs;lId~

Nr-.xPuti.shtl9As.soca1ions. \Vealso/lM,mnwatSCUll, IItSwetyb'CullilQ
~.-n;JOII'dDrtembles,butttJNst1l5I1a'11f$ll'And(,

012. Does stnantasy lonn the major part 01 your
reading for pleasure?

liiig

Y~f

." no, why?
SIIcU1lo15efle~tlSlAl:dse"~MwJ~bpnc:e

cbn.·rs~bbe"lwlgtl"f*JI*,s/QJdpdnfgld'"

1irIr'a)Itner;i.-d~.spIils,.-d**"lAnd""betnf/llrd
b"JIf'OI*bbetflssltislitdlnfl'aFf·N'gtI1teual~.fIelllOllll!l'flS
m-rqdp:tlbliondllflncuiralrn 'NDldalGOMt;psI
tlOlewpeOJ*it"~"mMt,~·At6:aai:nsn
.tlO.la!o.blfHHfalltlll!RSlII1mi!n,nJ~ded'les
n ..pastllytw....IlMpIlilts.,...,.. (21. M&oIyrJ..miMs

t niftor'ml!d(~ati:ismfttndedalfdtnJwwJnnnola...,.·Jr"f

ra".~lorol1ltSUSraIrs.blAllI'anI.,CltI)'M9'llIr'9tht

~·lfsgelln;oatj(XDf ·tbiIodedlfaly.

• Any other comments?
Jr'sl'll)'goodVFM,itlld..IrSgoodVF.&f~w,buf~~l'Iylwnlbeen

IorIhfpas1COl.11*d,"I$IMfl:lIhfIlTllic~,sizelJf'ld~iyof

maii1ps.·/n1995$6~detntBlyWiSll1VFM:t/li$yellf.'smuchbelt8r,so
Iatllleast·Wou.I:1nlhal'l',.id_I¥iSVFMflrHyfalJaj/O,bullhereha",
bHnlloroffllp'tl\'8tllffl15"/(sgoodWlfulIlOWNlfhemagazinesarriYl!
mort~IJf'Id'lHImortitfolidl.'1NslSSlmllSregufarma.iilg5.(2)

'Pl.tItCafi:lR$alt!mcxt~/flaIl,..BtilishFanlas,SodeIy!·7htJaIe51
.issul!lI\J5grear,bullheolhlrsMIis/ookElgaladmoriblnd.

Y
~ Q 16. How long have you been a member otthe BSFA?

Wst~ ,~=t' ,,,r
OterIOye<n

• Pall 01 r6le l:J Per1aming weU

a 23. Do you lhlnk lhe BSFA Is good value lor money?

l£ifjO I'f..I



!¥I"2'6
;: 028129. What do think of the magazines In general? VO~
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a 32. Do you like illustrations In the
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Q 30. How much do you enjoy these features In the magazines? • Alot
0'Il. , .... 50\0.
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Q31.lfyouactivelydislikeanyfeatures,whyisthis?
Hti!·"sel8dIMoICllIMIftts
Matrix ... EditotUI.e.m,,$land"'cr.nilgap%glllIUSUilf~IMdiI­

HlllttlO-.srl$c:Mlll1otrJ,~or'"ciltmI.· NoIIla'!fNY,IIII!diJ.fM· Do
HDI)wocr6Y... ~,trlIttdJtNilyne«Ja'IJ/:IclclsqmjQ1~?·MedaClMl'agf

.'-'ItIIDSfX*-·NoIINIyIllllllSllld-tlIItlO_IIlfdI~$Ilcdtll
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pa3f*~tII.,.,.. ·TItldD/:Ie""YsmU".FltlliMmifM/twIdcm~­
FItJWJe__/IlnIglrilssr",iT.. fa1Mt.·NoI ... tIIlXIfIClIJid cwptQlf
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C4mpelililW-Woc.k1fk1l«141f11~klctllIlem.·SIiIl'¥Ild3tllma~5(I)'fiIJoI

1RIftngs/!
Vector ...Gtn"aI·Did/l.,rde$$6sM.sionMMfOf/llOautIlc:rt3~.la~
MsotlOneedlOf'lloo/(oIt1111Y"r':OfIt!rer1eIl'.is~"F"/r.HesshouIaJlbecomfklO

a 33. Are you content with the coverage
given to writers In Focus?
Toomuch J.7%
Aboll,rj8hl S&4~

Too/il/lt /1.4'

1NtT*'._~IotFoundatlon!EditoriM-c.rSOfllllmtsbl~~Book

miftn:-~lI'Wfalotdspace~badWlWytllMil\s.Do""'.tNf

t8IIrne«J-rcn.dtyc.rqymtelMlt!'-.l$'I:lO"*,,,booIi:/M!IlIS.·~"tlo

MI1rptJl/!il2t-ssht:Udbl!"Drud¥rJ~dIetwt-.s.·"'-1Ir
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"'*sI'.50tIllt.....-l.Potfly-c.rlstft1po11y·.tdotsnllf17m&.·AihatJI1!J.fMITY.
""'rerllli1dlllYdIorntslpony 1heSllJflIlFoals.~poor
Overall, •. -GennlyWt.magalI'I(lSlllOS/LIltj¥rJRitMy Nt1rthertMlffllOl9'l
COI'etlJgtIoIlrotTor.· tIcfil.youllfWaOOuIHdI om., lot andatl)'Ot'lll1l\'lodotsnlMow)'ll
IN)'IIOIbl!ftlJlinIeresIId.·n'sSMllIlmescMtiaAlllikescmehlgsolf1f1lOlfl-~

Of spa1ia1gap6.' "'lalttt! 'rtirlc:ompreh8nsil:lf Iftm J'OU ",,/ready IamiW..,;m,l'fryOIle"s
nicMames. l:radlf1roonds andopi'm.• Too many Nidtr a~f1Jdes.

a 38. What other features would you like to see In the magazines?
General ... Pktn$ {fSPtClIIY p/Ic*ISl_ (2j •BttJet f,fOd-lNlfng. (2j -ISBN IUIIbm
lMIII/xIolIll'\WW$,'A,,~SCJlab"..-oIlJooks.IiI'IlIet:.·Releretamalenll.

I'Q.dIlgmell!S·~IOf5P«*NtIot5JS~

~·Rt/tl'lld"~QOSSlI'(I'(I.
Photosar~now aregular fe,lu~oI }h/nr. MId thecrossword IS Nd.
• ProoI-rNdmLnNs; lthlnl. unproved.• W~'U t/unk ~tlSBN numbers.
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•RagiJ9agar1SlfhtltdrssDiscMo1:1d:lneand/Mllasy/Utltll$lliMcil9Dl1.........
~~Iffi~d~:~;;~ ~t~i~lI~cl:rcourton tMtone.· Short and

The SSFA ... Ab'gspashforthe BSFA"$4f1t1laMMlSlry-wha!slhasbtlcomflh
40 j'8dlSpIus the BSFA's niIt h~.· BSFAAwillt1 Mtvlers,' BSFA /TlfIIl!:M' profiles
$I!CIiM.·AbillTIOflIabolA()t)f".
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onOrbller5OOfl.-OITlS
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_WlJlidJlsoblllSHJ.j·C<lrmJMMNendlsl.·.IohIElIOpMIaJ¥mgIJ. 'M:lre
MsIIOflSkrleS.·AbllbouftanLuy ·AIfl,Ua'ItonoralUm.

SFAnd ... 5tJlld~·~pa1i·sI(sJnaJriM"Mjje.poiIicset;.,~jusrliction).

·I.btOflh!rtJIC01llfftolslstri!s..reatiTQtIIII~iTitsOlOl'lrigttllldllOl~l$a

c:orII7Iel'IWyMI/Ie 'rHrwottl. ·S-SdJrldlsrtlJr-ll1mythologyllldsMlllMIs.·Ahf
dlswssDtolrtllpJiosOfhT'sptrituaityllsl1"Ha!dK1flllk~~lfdllst,andhow4

1Sat*::rpJ~l«JRcIIc:Mropnent$.

History ... A·'OOYNI'S~·lNlIn.ar"'~dNdlyeM·~1HUPs
MsI~d""6lls.JOsand~·A~Classa·~.(2J·AWJnAttThry

NmP'ilWeMllJIr:ntomlhl~¥rJ6Oli""/lil'Jltof:pIdOlfdsklom.·A/IsIoryd

~sTFa·~~~.~sHa1WJ'Iand:Im.'PwpI".'AblIwrlI""
-hbmraIi:Il'IOfIII:. fll:kq It-mrlil h .. 'RIcMI Fotttt:otrq'1«tIM, ftl-s 01.
"""Medja ...~Ofr~~MfhtWlmet.~d~WtO
pagtS.{5}·AblJIxU.... ·FJaIln!sOfrradO¥rJ...-nakn·Iob'I'r1lIlda~(bItnottlo

oIIsn)"RMws:oIrnosManrasy ·~dslf1/MflfS(wmpA!afandodltJr).·FMgaW

IHtureM8abylM5.·5ttl!lmllandb"Nlllltllllb,otJllfrtrtnliKU('.g.ImtIT''IfI,
_I

tr:formalion about the net w~s easily lhe most requ~ted Item, The BSFA's web
Sllewillsoonbeonline,andlookoutforrelaledartldC$.·~dlocoveragehas

beenmcreased.·There'ssomethingongamesmtheplpellne.-ChrlS
Books, lines & Publishing ... MiclIsOflfllfJfldcoledalMsibooks. •maKes
OIlillerB:stilQsp«iaIift~·hb'mIIionM"'DgII~sI'.·~

dotStlllf.d1Jrlfbodlsb"drM"""l&l~booIi:stIops.·C<mactsbS«OtJd.hftl

fTIlicrdeIdNi!ts.·ArIJcIe:Jmpdi:shets.~·AItdIMlIowlhlfll*triTgMri1I1O'b.·How

,..1\.Ihln;!r* ... r.l:itJSl-.how""'''at:.·SomrqwDJgolpltishnm/:li:d
pnasMdp8ptr~·tlIfM.oIIsfea!Lrt!lMlOllfdtn,~smaJ.pms

~rlt~·SmII'NgI._~(2J·Ablnla'bfd:vrNlorL

Bnan Ammngtn MId C.roIme Mun.n's new column should ~drl'SSsomeol

these requests. • Ihope 10 1I.li~, fe,1urI' on sf editors 5OOfl.• w~ II.liv~ enough
troublE' keepmg up wuh current si,let ,!oneour-of'pnnl stuff! -Ours



Andrew M, Butlerot! Vector a$Jirw m
THECDlElAtIfSl"(M(seeD\S to be that peopIehke Vtd01
.md that we'red~ ~ reasonable job. 97.3 01 lhe samplt
read Iht magulnl', and <I'I1yOHlolhoughtluronlmts poor.
On thedtslgn frontopuuon is mort spread but flOSlhvt:
1'l7'loexmlent,64-(,'I,good.llAPJOfMldo.6'Ao~

poor 47.2Sofyou Itke illustrabons III Vtd"'. Tlus 1S5On'IeIIung we wi1l have to
COOSIder for future ISSUes, ~ItMugh ~t the moment wtm pushed for space

And what 01 rht cmh'nl? P~pt'l'bMt rtVJeWS iU'e lhe most popular feature, nar­
rowly beahng hardback revtewS (rombuung the'~ lot' and 'qUIll' ~ lot' permIt~ges
puts them mort or less n-en. with paperWds just ahe..d). Indeed, a fifth of you
w~ntmorerevltWStoVmgl',o1ItboughthevastmJjontydKin'tl1'SJXll'ldtotheques­

Iton. Rmews dId generate some comments: ~Just too many book ll"ViI'ws~, "Too
many pa~ of rtViews~ and "they bore me to death" (not liter~ny, we hope). This
ISSUe h~s already ansen m the Il.'Iter column of Vtflor 193 and Wt' were already
planning chan~, ThaI about 85~ of you don't read wookll.'books more than ocras­
lonally suggests one area to rut down. Washllg space on "cruddyCelhctrilogiesH

was also a boneofcontl.'l\hOll,althoughabouta lhirdof you oftl.'l\ read fanlasy
The least popular feature was 'Cogmtive Mappmg', but thIS will be continued as

we feel it is an important feature and we do gel a lot of positive word-of·mouth. In
f~ct, apart from the 3.9% whodon'l enjoy the editorials ("Can sometimes be overly
ronll'nhOUS") and the letters, no more thana handful of you actively disIike iterrls in
lhl'ophOlls we gave you, Eighteen of you want more letters: write one a year each
and that's three Ietlers III each m.liling, You know wllere we are,

A few ~1'I'iI1 respooses merit comment. One penon "Oishke{s] discussion on
Of\I'Of two authors wlllCh keeps gomg over the years, e,g" Ursula LeGUIll~_ Beyond
revIeWS, I can't ftrod lily disrusslon of Le Gum. o1Ithough the criticism IS certamly
true of tile jQ(jerT\K pumals. WJudI wt' wt'fI' warned agalllst beconung: H~atures
shouldn't become too 1eamed' - save It for FoulldlllOll!" Well, we are a 'mtJal
f'Jf'tIIJJ!butlw~vebeentwuortwartldeswhldlmrmospectweshouldhave

(arol Ann Kerry Green all Focus carIn
~5~~~~=:ha7~re~~~~a:~~; . y
nght' What mort/lesssllould we bedOlllg? So 11 was Wlth
WIth some tr~pKbnon lhat I studted the miults thIS nme._d

Of the people who responded,73'l.stated that tlley rud FOOls. was quite a
rebel, and It's mce 10 Lnow that wtare btmg read. The features U\ tile JTl.)gazme thal
you most en,ayed were HForum~ and HGeneral AdvK'I'H, WIth the letters stction
followU\g on behmd. Poetry came at till' bottom, but witll fiction the numbers were
more evenly split. It was also nice to SI"I' so many people enjoying our editorials.

When asked ilyou wanted more ofl'acll fl'ature,lhe m.ljority 01 you opted for
more "General AdVICe", followed by more "forum~. BUI in general, you would like
tOSl"l'mo~ofthesame.A5regardsfiction,itstemSwe'veprob.ablygotthebalance

about right, d\'Spite comments in Ihe "actively dislike" section stating IlIat
li(rlOll,1ro.JtrrydOfSn'rbtlmg;IIFoeus',arldli(!ionJhouLfoll!ybtpublishtdoUQaill(ll!
mrOst:rlltrtITtpitllry%rhtrpiRasrolu/mrirborhgood,ndl-lfirtion',

Ten of you Silld that you would hketoSl"l'more letters in FOCII5,a wish slIartd by
theedlrotS.hseenlSthal~lthoughmostpeopleenjoy~mglettersrolumns,few

ellfOYcontribulUlg to thtrn, given the pauaty of m.lLl rMtved here in rKmt months.
AgaU\ m the ~actI~y dlSlikl( sedlon, there wt'fI' ~ couple of comments to tilt

rl/«I that FlXIIS MSl't'lI its day: 'Focus is IIObr,rtr ator1hili1t,lItIdslwMJ4bt
JiKonJllllltll ThtllOl'ldll.lsrn«otdOllsifl(litDlStsl@liWirllWiltt7'/ls;sfispvtof
PJPllllr Olllurt, "." IIUrlurilll_lrim is brst «- by tilt sNlI pms. WIry pdllSll
;r$l {ttJrlhlts", and 'Not IIIInrsUd in ntMr 'NltNr .mm '" ."1 profr:ssior-ls.
Forus.l$/lItllllSldlSprIISIlUoftllt BSfA'5lJ111ptd',Ouch. As an edItor here, I have to
remembertllat ltus ISn't personal and IS only two VleWSout of thr 178 responses

The quesnon about whether you ~re content WIth Iht covmoge given to wnlm m
Fl'CJIS came up WIth tW people who thought there was loo much, lOt who thought
"'.1' have It about ngllt, and 22 who lhought !here 10'35 too bttle,with 49not replying.
I must .dnutto being very mtngued as to wily IW 01 you think a m.lgUU'lt
dedIcated to wnters and wnting is giving too much coverage to writers. Conunents,
anyone?

It was very enrouragmg to SI"I' that 114 people would be willing to contribute 10
magaWles 35 a whole and that J3 were interested in rontributingliction and poetry
wlth9U\tertStedincontributingartwork,and42crilicalfeatures,46generalartides.
I'm sure all the editOrs will be in toudl witllindividuals about tllisin Ihenl'arluturl'
-lfUldeedtheyhaven'talreadydoneso,

Overall,1 was impressed by tile resulls of the survey, and pleased tlJat you are in
the main conttnt witll Focus as it is.

-GrrolAlIn KtrryGr«ll,FnsJoillr Editor

edlled With lhe gener;al si reader m rrund. At the same hmI', wt' hope to publISh a
vanety of styles and apertisEs. Another l1'SJXII'Ident claims lhat there is 1\0 nmI !Of
~'Book of the Year' fealurl's: one revIew IS enough~, At tilt Silme lime it allows ~

consmsus to dtvelop bttwten reviewers, or a second bite ~t the dlmy - I'm sun
books which rhtoripw reviewers have damned musthave~ppeam:I in Ihttop ten
1ISI.ItalsoJiW5lhtoneopportwutyolthtyNrtolook~thtsl,fan~ymd

honorgetmtoreaJO\lTllelld~lllgforthose16.J1,ofyouwhosemajor~

1IlI't.ldln8lSnotthnsegenres,aodtoWlden~nour~admg.

We11 be USU'Ig rht 'types of si ~' qurstlOll to mould rht N1mct 01 Vtrfllf's
feature upde the list 01 authors wluch respondeIts would like to str artldes
cm. Conflahng Iht readmg-gmre figures !Of 'often' and 'sometunes', lhe most
popular IS nur-future si (&3.8'\), followed by hard sf (76.4'1», lime travel (75,~),

alterNhve hIStory (n.5'l>L sooal I psychologlal sf (7l.~) and s~ opera
(7O.7'Io),Hoton the htels of tlus IS fmtasy WIth 69.1"-something which wt' have
been critkbrd before for ~Icctu1g, ObvIously wt' meourage submISsions of
articles on these genres, plus on Banks, Cherryh, [gan, Le Guin (sorry!), Slmmons,
Hambly, MacLrod, MeDonald. Pratchl.'lt, Vance and Wolfe, to /lame the most
requested autllors. Since the survey was carried out, we have had articles on Banks
(tile most popular name), Simmons and MacDonald. We hope to lIave some
coverage of Ken Mad.eod very soon, On the other hand, we'll have to watcllthat we
don'thvl' too much coverage of novdisations and spin-offs (84,8% rarely or never
read them),mHitarysf(70.1%),andhorror (66,J%),

In conclusion, wtillst thl'l't' is obviously scope fOf improveml'l'lt, we will be
building upon a broadly SU«'l5Sful Nst. We now hvl' a better idea of our
~ershipandtheirtastes.Wl'willbewritingtoth0Sl'42peopll'whohaveoffertd

to wrile critical features: ifeKh con!ributesa page and a IWf to Vttiortaehye.n
then wt'can ketp going. Paul Kiocaid will be in contact with potenlial revirwm
when vacancieMisf:. And UlltiI lhe next 5urvry, wt' look forward toheanng your
comments on and cif tilt record.

-AmfTl'1llM,8u/Irr,VtdctfqmtftlllurtsEdrlor

ChrisTerranollMiJ.trix ~"
THEtrlA'MlOf Jhtnx as a news magaZIM and a gJJ1H>ag 01
wbjKtsnotroveredinlheotherpubhcallommewthat
twareboundtohepartsolrhtmix~tdon'tapptalto r
I'.ch tndividual relder. This is refIattd III the number of
people who don't enjoy certain asp«ts of the magazine at
0111 (str QJO'I. However, [ think that the hIgh overall rating for MRlnl as a whole
(Q28, Q29) shows that I'm performing my balancing act reasonably well.

The most popular features, WlSUrprisingly, are news and publislling lIIfonnanon.
But looking at the more/less breakdown H they have by far the highest 'more'
ratings-it'sclear that I'm not providing enough. l'U bemakmg efforts to !ix thIs-

Coverageoffandom has always betn contentious. It's the least popular pari 01
the magazine, and although ['m aware that ['vI' reduced lhecoveragl'in rectllt
limes, this PJOC'eS won't continue any further; there'll still be fan-related news,
fanzine reviews and ronVl'l'ltion reports (Ihough ['ll beallempling to address the
specificrnticismsofthese--tend lobe very sImilar" arld "written by people who
know the rules1. The BSFA was born of fiindom and is supported by it, and
remember that fandom IS simply the col1ernon of people active III tht' sf field, WhKh
mcludes many of tile wnten, edltO~and artIStS as well as '1TIm" readers.

The complamts about "mcest:~ and "wider altitudes- U\terested me. I really
don't fm bke an HlII5lder~ (butlhey never do, do they1). Before I took on MRrm ~

coupleofyursago,lhadneverbea1toaconvenltonandhadonlybeenlllv~gur

contact wtth fandom(and bert1 a member 01 the BSFA) for a Y"ar. you may think
tlus demonstrates some fooUwdiness on lhe part 01 our Admirustrator, bull prefer
toWllasproollhattheBSFA-andfandomlllgenrn!-lSlIOtadusive.cbquey,
or full oIdlSlJUstful and jWous -1IISldm~,lfyou want to get mvolved Il'sextmnr­
Iy my, and youll be wdromed. Part 01 the r6Ie 01 ,"-,"X IS to provide a pathw~y

into fandom for those who wmt It. As for wnhng about 001 other, the only
eumplt 01 this I can think 01 is the~Whothe Hell .. r smes, which I lllShtuted
partly as a reaction to the common complaU\t that members of the BSFA Conunlnet
were distant. UIIilpprcychable and Vigur figures. Many of you seem to IL1;e tlus
fr~turt, BSFA mformalion being lilt third most popular part of the magazane.

Go5sIprolUITUlSiU'e11mrys cliquey, That's the point! But we've tried to ensure
tha' as much 35 possible of "Big Bull~ should he understandable if you'rt falfly
weU-grounded in sf and have been reading the BSFA magazines, Reasonable
assumptions,llIope.

One of tile mostl'flcouraging resul15 01 the survey was the large number of poten,
tia! MJlr,ix contributors. Thankyou,andoverlhenextf~wmonths[,l1beinrontact.

FinaUy,letters, You want more lellers? So do [,Beheveme,sodo/,Somesaysfis
dead - I don't believe il is, but it somehmes seems that BSFA members don't care
eitller w~y"

- OlTl~ Ttrrall, Mamx ElI,IQ.
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i 037. On which aulhors would you particularly like ,
i 10 see interviews/features in Vector? • r'

L" Rf..SIU'<SE TO this question, no fewer lha~ .1M different d .
~:~;~r~I:~~;h~ ~~t ~;::l~~ :u~o~l:~l'dl~~~ 1
Banks who was mentioned 12 limes, with C. J. Chmyh
follow'mg closely with 10 mentions. With 7each came: Greg
Egan. Ursula Le Guin, Din Simmon5 and Jack VaneI'
Mffitioned 6 limes each were BarbuI Hambly, Ken MacLeod, lan McDonald,
Terry Fratchell and Gene Wolfe. With 5 mentions were Oavid Brin, Lois McMasler
Buiold, Christopher Priest and Sheri S. Teppet. With 4were John.Crowley, ~bry
Gentle, Rober! Holdstock. Gwynelh Janes, Paul J. McAuley, !lm Powers and
DavidZindell

13 further writers were Nth rnl.'l1llOned by 3 respondents. while another 31 had
two mrnhonS- All remaining authors were mentioned just D.nee. Though technic~lly,

~s 4of the wnters were Clted as halves of wnhng partne~~lps and e~ch partne~hlp
wasactuallymrolionedJllsttheonce,these4wnte.~lIldlvlduallynughtbecredlted
with half a citalion. For the record these partnerships were Andre Norton &: Kathy
Tym, and Margaret Wtis &: Tracy Hic!<.man

ConslderedbynatlOn~hty, OIN'..__ '., ...._..,,,_

:~~a~~h~~Pn~:::~trem:;~r lF

C1 TI,7"1o IQ 2id
ican with Brilish writers foll- OIN).h....a..-..m........__..,......_

oWi~g up and just a scaller- r C1 76.0% IQ 24.~~J
ingofothernahonal.lhes-
lrom Canada, Australia, and 'OiI"'N 1.............--...,I7_-...,r-....,_
~~~n~~~a:~;:a:~~~iet:u~ 1- us 59.2% I UK 36.4% IJ
English. These were the 'jlolN~"""l<wIs_US_,P)'_~_II_

;ho~~:ali;~al~:~~a~al~i:~, and r: US 57.5% I UK37.9"1o-s;-1 J
Wh~~i~t~~I~S~~ :~~i~~:c~n~r:~~t~7st~:~i i;;:i~~:~~~~~h~~~h:n~;~~~;
the authors most oftro mrohoned are CUITrotly active and III many cases at the
height of their powers,. producing their bes~ work in recent years, About 15%,

~:::~~~a~;:~~~' ~ft~~~e~~:;n;:~~t~r ~:;~~e~~~~rd=a~'
Nolable by their absence were such imfl:Ortant figures as Wells, Tolki~, Asimov,
and coming up to date <;Iive Barker, Mlchael Crichton.and Stephen King, Elth~r
these are considered so Important and famous that itlS assumed that they Will
covered 111 any case, or people really are no longerllltcl"ested mthem, It was also a
surprise to find such writers as Douglas Adams, Poul Anderson, Ray Bradbury,

Arthur C. Clarke, Philip K. Dick, Robert Heinlein, Brian Stableford and lan
Watson menlioned only once each

Defininggenreisagain~narbitrarymalter,butlhavedlvldedthewritersintoSF,

Fantasy, Horror, Mainstream, and Mixed for those authors whose work is
predominantly sf but includes much work outside the genre (e,g. Banks and
Simmons). These criteria give sf writers (£l% of the nominalions, with Mixed another
13%, so that a total of 73% of the total nominalionsare for either sf wntersor
predominantly sf writers who write substanlial amounts of other fiction, 22% were
for Fantasy authors, only 4% for Horror writm and 1% for Mainstream

Although much hOITorfictiOll isa subset 01 Iantasy in the general sense, the tone
and intent is so different that it appears to appeal only rnarginally tosl/fantasy
readers. While 11 differrot horror writers were menlioned, only one, Mark Morris,
was mentioned more than once; he received 2nominalions.1f any conclusion can be
drawn from this, it must be that no individual hOITor writer is of parlicular in teres!
to the broad membership, but that perhaps the occasional overview of current
horrorfictioo would be appropriate

Given the sometimes intemperate arguments between Ihe si and fantasy lobbies it
is notable how strongly sf dominates Of those mrolioned 5 or more limes only
Terry Pr~tchelt can be thought of as a fantasy writer, and his lnvenlive brand of
comic fiction appeals far more widely than the High Fantasy ghetto, In fact, the
fantasy autho~ most frequently CIted are especially noted for their creattve
mdivlduality and genuine Imagmahon. John Crowley, Robert Holdsto(k, Tim
Powers and Stonn Constantine are all as far from the cltchk of the "cruddy Celtic
trilogy" as it IS possible to get, It appears that when BSFAmembersdecidetovary
theirrnainly sf diet they choose the best and most invenlive of the fantasy writeT5
The more ronvenlional writers of endlcss fonnula series are almost entirely absent
Even the very commercially successful David Eddings was only mentioned twice

Aslorthesfwriters,youchosethehard-sciencespaceoper~sof[ain M. Banks
and C. J. Chenyh as favorites, with strong showings for the epic scale, more
rosmological space opera of Gene Wolfe, David Brin, Davd lindell and Greg Beat
Ursula Lt Guin is the most popular 01 thl' old guard, along With Jack Vance from
anevenearliergeneralion.Thl'veryhard-inseveralSCl1scs-ficlionofGregEgan
is greatly appreciated,even if this is not reflected in book sales.Christopher Priest
and Robert Holdstock prove to be the most popular British writers of the 19705
post-New Wave generalion, whill' Ken MacLtood makes a strikingly strong shOWing
on the strength oljust two novels

If the most .popular writers hav~ anyth~g in common, it's that they tell good
stories well, WIth strong charactm 1Il imagmahve worlds, Many wnte on a grand
scale and are not afr~id of the Big Idea. In addition they provide either hard science
orinven~ve,provocalivefantasy. They all stimulate the Irnagmalion, and they all,
onoccaSlon, deltver that classic sense-of-wonder, That seems to me quite a healthy
stateofaff~irs.

-GouyDalkin. V«'or}oinlffUlurrsEdiIOf

-eMs

047. Do you think the BSFA should
increase its use of the Internet?

o 48. Do you have Internet access?

-ifiiilM NO 59.0%

NO 56.2%

/nr989Inremeraccessll'ilsinited,!lyandlarpe,tolheacadernic
commooiIyandth6serious/1ottl}isl;itwaSlllel'llnasJledaboot~

rI1esuNey.MdfI(JWneaJ1yIlaNof)llUaleMrhenet.le~the

ffgtJretobelairlyhigh.gNenrhenart.l'eoffhemembership.WtOfl
ltIeorder~25"ratlJerIllan4O%.lwondelifwe'vereacheds.atura·

tioo;rhalis, ifalthemembersliMly~gelne~edhal'llfI(JWdoneso
TlPecbsertldtehbetweerl!fleanswerskl~s00llS47and48

;mnpIslheoOvicusthought-are6'losel'lllowislltheBSFAIOIJSe
the nelJimi!ed1o those wiJllaccess?AndI1le answer is 9lpaiy
~:oIlhe78peopewflowaatedrrtNellSage,6Qhal'llner

ao::ress. Otfheother 13 I'r1PO hal'llam!ss, 9 thouf1Ill1le BSFA
slK>uldrJ1~SIIitslJSeofthenetand4venllndlXlopinion

CWslion49askedalwlaBSFAmaiJinglistand37.6%ofJ'l'(l
expressedtlteres,.n;oining.SomeolyourtldyflJCalrhatweranan
elpemtenlJlliS,.nr995,aooifIf!SOUICeSpermilJllisrtldybe
IfISlalled,

Tanya BroWl'lisoow.nthe;xocessofseltingupa BSFAwebsite.
which shouidbeMlinelaleritrtheyeat.

-iiiUQM

044. Would you be interested in more BSFA publications?

MEH r«lnlA(I1.ho) I
TIlEJlEWA5SOmegroeralinterestin~.

n:erC.hand.ise: 35.. prople \19'7%.. ) alrCdid not exprcss mterest III any
proposed ml'rchandise; another •
40(22.5%) were interested only m
more pub1icahons and not in
other merchandIse. Of the other
poSSible Items, however, T·shlfts
Wl're the most popular, qUIte closely followed by
bookmarks and mugs

Suggestions for other items 01 merchandise which we
hadn't necessarily thought of ourselvC5 induded polo
shirts, lies, enamel badges or lapel pins, binders lor the
magazines, a map of Great ~ritain showing sites of smal
interest, dayglo bouncy aliens, and vanous mflatable
things! As WIth everythmg elselIlthe BSFA, feedback IS
always helpful and any comments on these proposals
would be very welcome.

61.8% of members said they would be interested in
buyingmerchandise(indudingpub1ications)throug~mail

order, and 28.7% want to bUy It at conventIOns (With an
overlap of 16.8% whoc1early want to buy It anywhl'relt's
available-inwhichcase,hurryhurrytopage19.)

The main funclions of merchandise are to raise
awareness of the BSFA, to raise lunds with which to
providemo~eservicesortokeepsubscriptiOllcostsdown,

and to provIde in itself another servlce whtch members can
ta~eadvantageol(BSFAT.shirls,for~ample,aresoldata

discount to members).
~Cla,rrBrial'"y,Publl(lly&PromoliQlls



TllEMEMllERSHlPSURVEYdidn'lactuaI1Yrontal/1anY~

~~~~~.s ;:.~l~C:;~ l~i::.da~gfi;~~.~ ~~.t\(;.. all
whcther of the BSFA London Mt>ehng type, or a
lotallymformalmeetmg,Ullhepubformstanre

Dcsptte IhlS, some of the answm and comments
lead mc to beheve thal a nol IllSigmficantnurnber of
members. for wh.om the BSFA mallings are their
only llll\.. wlth olhcr people inlcresled in si, would also like some personal
and dlrecl conlact

Only hall (If lhe survey respondents felt Ihat the Association provides
enough COI1Isct for sf fans, and many of lhe answers 10 the question "What
might encourage you to get involved'" mentlOn meeting other members.

Fmm my point of view, the simplest way 10 meet others is to hold a
meeting, but those intcrested in findll1g fellow sf buffs may prefer something
else. Let me know if you would like to get together with others at whatever
kind ofl'Vcnt you prl'fer

Given lhe size oflhe BSFA,thechant'l.'Sarethat there wiJl not be droves of
members on your area. It should,however,bepossible to eitherpul you in
touch with the nearest sf group (keep your eye on the events page too, whkh
carries dctalls 01 some local groups) orotherprople who have expressed an
mterest m meeting, or at least show you one or two way of finding other
people

I hope that is you want som sf company you WIll take this opportwuty
I've never known anyone to regret the move from postal partiClpation to
tumingupforthmgs'

-A1wIH<JOd,Lol1donMrtlillgCooldiIlIlIOl
• Yow CSlII aml~d P~wl ~1112 MtlIdowsidr, Ellham, Lolldoll, SE9 6BB or p/I(Jllt

01813116670 ,---~~~~~ ---,

And there ~ is ... nearly 800 pages of data reduced to live, Once mot"e, I'd like to thank all of you who took part, the contriboJlors to this
repon, and most of all Clalre Brialey, who put in an enormous amount of work.lf you have any questions Of comments we'd be del~hted

to hear from you. of course, Some questions ilMlediately sprang 10 my mind when Isaw the results. For instance, why the substantial
increase in female members? Does sf appeal fTIO(e 10 women than nused to, or does the BSFA appeallTlO(e? Only you can say ..

-ChrisTe"an

where the wind~
of limbo roar

HEAVY METAL, THE MOVIE was released in \98\, It made a brief showing in British
cinemas, before vanishing without trace for fifteen years, Whatever the problem
which kept it hanging in limbo for so long, prohibitive palms set'ITI to have been
generously greased and it has once again slid into view. Obviously, m its absence
the film has earned itsella substantial reputahon.

Produced by then-neophyte Ivan Reitman (who went on to direct Ghoslbwslrrs
and all those Arnie 'comedies'), the movie was an attempt to inject the success of
Frill lilt Cnl (1971), based on Robert Crumb's subterranean romics, with the hfe that
51111 Wllrs(l977) had sUbsequClltly pumped into the rotting corpse of the sf genre
movl\'.

HtQuy Mrllll magazine had revolutionised the fie1d ot adultromics by presenting
unrestrained nights 01 imagination in sumptuous (and at that time unprecedented)
ful1-eolour. Unfortunately, the writing was 01 a far lower quality than the artwork; it
wasa magnineto look at, not to read

And the movie? If anything, the stories mduded here are even less advl.'llturous
thanthoseinthecomic.hisananthologypiece-nevcrasuccessfulmedlUm,but
often one which throws up interesting aberrations - such as DI Tmor'5 HOUSf of
Hwrors (1%1) or TIlt Twiliglll lenr Mouir (1983). The linking-motif of the movie is
The Loc-Nar, a glowing green ball which, lor no readily apparent reason. kills
everyone and everything it comes into contact with, to the very welcome
acrompanimentofamontageoflate70srockmusic

The first story is set ina sleazy New York of the near future. Predating BI~dt

RUnlltraS it does, this sequence serves to remind you that dystopianism isn't the
sole province of cyberpunk. Taxi driver Harry Cannon provides the Philip Marlowe

['1II1muNcmlnfc:>



fO/'llmlllli1"""'p'l'VIINSp'sr
VOICfO\'efas htdudsMld dlveJbttwfel thekJcal ht.1VJe5Mld lhe poIlCt (who
ch.J.~SI,lXllld,fytosolvt01~).

ThIS pronusang st.1rt lhen I1OSf'dlVtS mto an adventur~ With Ibdlll'd Corbm's
n.aled Nrbanan, Om. For dl.'CadtS, thIS coded mass of sexual neuroses and denied
m«IeqUiICIl'S has bten wavmg hIS t1ephanhne dlCk around some of the SI.Ihesl
wlsh-<lream hero-fanlasu's ever committed 10 paper. Here, In view of movIe
censorship, he takes lhelrouble 10 wrap a lomclolh around hIS ... loins, ~ulany
duempltohavethechardcterlakl.'l\senouslYlsratherundernunedbyhavmghLm
v01cedbysphencalfunnymanJohnCandy.

Two stool'S mand "'e've SI'e1lwo hugely-endowed women strip down 10 lhl'lr
anh-perspu-anlmordertofallhelplessJymtolhemnsoftwoanh-heroeslorthe
tradlhonalGoodSeetngTo.ltdoesn'ttiliAlbertEinstemtolllltJcrllrendfonrung

""'.
futsaOOutlSfarfrom poIJ.tnlIyCOfTedas you cangd Wlthou:lrtalU~to

warp dnvt, ftatunng httle mort tllan S1ml* rrwle ttmlgt finWles wnt I.a.rgt <II'ld
made epK. OK. so thts m.1y be m keepLng With lhe style of lilt mag,lllnt, bul lhe
vISual beauty whIch could persu.ldtyOll tolgnortLlshleraryshortcomingssunply
ISn't presenl in lhe movIe. lunited anllnahon makes much of lht film clumsy Ind
foolISh. Sill{'('n ytar$ ago Ll may well havt bten state of lht IrI, bUl now,,: have
bel.'Il swamped by a tidal wavt of lechmcally qUIte exlraordmary Japanese, ammt. It
IS evm sadly wanling whffi compared to Amt'fic,In mOVltS of the penod hk(' Ralph
Balshl'sWi;llrd$(l977).

Nl.'Vtrthtless, lboul half way Ihrough. lht promJ.St of tht Hmy Clnyon tIlt
beg!nstobtrelhsed,re«tunglhlgh.w,fltflnarkWllhllulaflOllS.iliffiabdlKtlOll
stllrJ where two aLrhead Ihens snort prerooous quanllhe$ of NyborJ (only
ml1ablem prl'SCTlptJon. foils) wlulst bounong lher shIp 111 over tilt pWa

Oan 01lann<wl (who wrote DIrt SI.r 1nd Alim) pmvJdts tllt onc out-l!Id-OUl
horror story mlilt film With a ble of zombtes m I wartlmt 852, alled 'Gremhns~,

Thl'fina1 story IS both thl'Jongest and lhO' best. On SOmt WlSpeotied p1alll!t,lhe
loc-Narensl.Jvl'San mhreotypopul.1bon and sends 11 to wagt saVlgr and bloody
war agamsl lis nl'lghbounng oty. Only Ihe loc-Nar's age-old ntmes.is, a female
wamorknown as The Terrachain,can Solvt lhl'day and bring lhe mOVIe 10 an ffid
The rOloscoped sajUffice (which,in cast you don'l havt a degrtein Film Studies,
means a sequffire which was filmtd ,lS live acbon lhm lroKl'd by arhsls for
mdusion m lilt cartoon) where saId ",oman dIVests herstlf of her OVVIl'S ind
squeezesmlolltJlrmouredblllnl{')nulesyouwmdl'l'Ulwhosl'prrsonIlarduve
lhtongtn.11lilmfOOllgtnDWrests.

NetdJessto~lftermuchbkn;t-il'tttngl!ldthtobltgatorylctofstll-slCJlfice,

thtLoc.NarmmsLlsend,JUS!lI1lu1'1tfOl"tlltlltltstorol1.Bulriut'snotlll:afterthr
credLts, • prevlOUSIy III1Stl!n stqllt'lla called "Nt'Vl'fWherI' Ltnd~ his been
LnduJed,ra.lhtruanaherthoughI.Bettl'l'Wll'lhanne·.erwhere .

I susp«! thIS f'll'Cl' was ongmally removed bec1use, qUIll' franlly, 11 makes lhe
sajUenct'S surround.mg 11 look I h.ltltfl.JI.D1spllYUlganmoreauofRUSSlan or
Polish t~penmmtalLSm t.han Amencan heroIC fa.ntolSY, 11 tells tht lair, ~ numO', of
human evolution - startmg whm the Loc·Nar Inspired rompctIlive vlolmce and
lhtrefore brought about progress. But I thoughl we all knew lMl a big blacl::
monohthdidtMlbacl::inl968?

OlMouslyH~ Mt141 is a fe.1.st suitablt for lnany tastt's, but ultilnalely, more of
I worthy Illl'mpt than. resoundmg SUC'Cl5S. However, onc aspect of tilt moVIl' that
IadorrunreservedlyisthemllSK.

Ongtn.1lly rd&sed IS • 'doub!t LP' (whatever onc of thosr INght br), the
soundtnel album his been mssued IS a singlt CD. If your SKret wmr IS that
collectIOn of Drtp PurpIt mf AC/OC libums ludden IWly m till' loft, then lfus
album WJ.11 br pure uncut nostal8l"'. wthmng great tracks from some
now-fu.rgottffi names (Grmd Funk RailitW, a~yone?) as well as SOI'J'I(' dlSSlCS from
Blur OySter Cull and Black Sabhalh (respectIVely tilt MJchatl Moorrock.penned
"Veteran of the Psychic Wars" and "Thl' Mob Rules~), it is a grl'at lestammt lolhe
age bl'fore lhtsynthesiser,whffi sex and drugs wert still a vllal part of rocl:: and
roU ... except, for 'rock and roll',read HtrroyMtt,t

FREE VIDEOS &COS'
We have three copies of the Heavy Metafvideo and

three copies of the soundtrack CO 10 give away. courtesy
of Columbia Tn,Slar. How can you get these? Simply
answer this question, either accurately or amusingly

What is the heaviest metal of all?
Send your answers to Mefal Competition 9 Beec~w()(Xj Court Back

Beec!r.'-'XIdGrove leeas.WesIYor,sr'lre l$.s2H$
l:ry 15 August 199?



-RogerRoti/lSCl'l

wanna write some sf?

The perimetnclille is TMHobbiI,rxThereandBadl
AgainbyToIkien.

THE H
NEPENTHE

Worlds Without Number
Crossword Solution and Results
AfargeanoveryapJIreelativeposlhagwmornedJom
English'sre!umloCrl)S$WOl'dCorner,k;afegu!afsolvefol
crypIicaosswordsmyselllalsoappreaalelhe,oug.buIfa~·

clU'8S he uses. Thank you loraII 'fC'UI kind oommen1S,whictl I
wiJI pass on 10 John

The winner-and one 01 5e\'efal who emailed lt1eir en1lies­
....asMikeAbbotlolCa~,andhewillgetllisbook-~
inWeCllU'st

The BSFAruns writ<>rs' postal workshops, known as
Orbilers. Each group (or orbit) consists of five
members. with one m<'lllber chosen to be the
coordinator of the group.

I've been looking after the Orbit groups for four
years now, and in thal time they've grown toenrom­
pass members from the UK and overseas. We now
have nine groups cirrulating short stories and novel
extracts from sf to fantasy to horror. There are also
two groups specifically formrulating novels

llyou are interrsted m wntmg and would hketo
get constructive leedback 00 your creations, then an
Orbiter is the place for you. Each member of the
group places a manuscript m the parcel, writes con­
structivecriticalcommentsontheothermanuscripts,
and sends it on its way. In reruffilheyrettive four
criticisms on their own manuscripts, The parcels go
round the groups in varying times, but the average is
ten to twelve weeks. It is important that each member
does not hold on to the parcel for more than two
weeks (though exceptions can be made Ifallagree)

Be warned, though: Orbit groups are no! "'8<>­
boosters, Ihey can be and should beMfd wolk. lfyou
lhink you've got what it lakes 10 not only rettive
constructive criticism, but to give it, then the Orbit
groups should work for you

Aquarterlyne~letterisalsoproduced.Tl'(liN:!ory,

which includes market information, competition
details, and letters from Orbiter members.

If you m in/errs/m in JCinillg~n Orbiltr, pltIIS( ((Int~cl:

Carol Ann Kerry Green
Flat 3

141 Princrs Avenue
Hull

HU53DL
-CarolAnnKLrryGrem

CafolAnnKerryGreen
Rat 3. 1.1 Princes Av&r1tl8. Hull. HUS3DL
Tel:Olo18H9-4QolS
Email: ~etaphor'enterprlSe."et
JuUeVenner
.2 Wall1a'lll Slreel. Newland Avenue. H".
HU52LT

Focus Contacts

Carol Allll Kerry Green
-and-

Julie Vellller
wilkvein1heminclsotOlJrreadersalleasluntillheneJliswe
ol~sseyoomesalor1g.

What don' we want? W~1. we generally get a klI 01
psycllologicalllorror,sotharsalwa)'S~tobeahardsel

We don' want excessive gore al al ~ or any l/OIe ~ ifs not
absolutely necessary to the 5lcry. We absolvlely don' ....ant
stories set il someone else's urdverse ~ SIar Till" SS or
~Iever. We donl want mood-pieces, or stor~ which
saoilice slory·telling to style lorYice versa)
Wordlengtll: GeneraJyfrorn 1,50010 12,OOO;quer)'1or
longer.Alsoonesnofl-Sl\or1perissue-vound1SOwords
Format Ocr.Jble spaced,one side white papel',one inch
mv~s aB round, Appro~. word count Name and pa~

r.umber on each sheet. No simultaneous or m~
submissiorls. Inl;jude SAf 101 reply. or an UOSIamped
ado;Jesseden~opearldat~asl2IRCsoranemaiadltess

-wecanlreplywilhoulat~sloneollhese

Rlgh1JandPl'fment:WeboyfifSlEn9is/l~nguageserial

rig/l1s plus an oplion on repri1ts. We ask tor permissioo to
WIOe a briet ewad on oor ....eb pages. We expect 10 be
payilgafOlJnd£4Wl,OOOwords (onpubication). t:w.rtllany
evemwil rooI be paying less Ihan £2011.000. Paymenl can be
ilBritis/lorUS/u:Ids
ContiCf: Uz Holliday. Odyssey. 31 Shottslord. Wessel
Garda/1s,Lcndon.W25LG
Emai:liz@gila.demon.co.uk

- Writillg Workshops -
One Step BeyOl"ld IS a shorI·stcryworkshop for writers 01 si
ar.dfantasy,rurt'lingfrorn 27 September· 4Odober 1997
"Fedupwilhrejedionsli~?Spendaweel\ilthebeaW!tA

Devonshire COU1Iryside arw:!leam how to beat the sklshpile:
TheCCXJlseistaugrtbyUzKolday(lictionedtorolVd}Tie
and eOtor 01 O:fyss8y-see above) and is imited totwe/ve
participants. There wil be a talk from an eOtor at VlIgil
Publihlg.whoareexparxing1heir1idion Iiles,Your stories
wii be critiqued, and there will be r.ctYidIaI serrW1ars an
eXefcises. Cosl is £315. fldudnglUl board.

Application by stbmission: send a 2,OOOwwJ sample ol
yourworkandanSAElolliHoIlklay,31Shoi1s1ord,
WessexGanlens.Lorrdoo,W25LG.

-CaroIAmKerryGlllen

write out loud is·alfamg5'hemetohe!pwrilars
entef the aUwaves", Run by the Arts C«ntiI and the SSC, ~

isop8l1lo published writers only. Suo:::&sstuIapplieantswil
allendatraJningCllU'seil February 1998 il1 theAtvm
FOlIIdation'slumbBnsile in WeslYorkshire. Moredby a
wriler,ara60prod;cerandra60teclvidans.Alluilior1and
accommodalionislree, andthefe is also an aw8fd ol £2'50
plus tral'elling e~peoses. k; a follow-\Jp, some applicanls wiD
beseiecledtomake~olprogrammesfortheS8C,forwhidl

standard fees wf be paid: some ol Ihese have been
broaclcaston Ra60s 3 and 4. The mal application musl
oonlaiflanfl!"ogrammedea.aCVolj'Ol.Xwritiogcafeef.and
fl!"odol~tionina(eeogUsedpubication·,lsusped

t1iswonlirrdudesmal-pressMe5.bJtyoonEM!l'll.r1cMyour
!Jck. Thedeadine for applications is 3l:l September 1997

Thefulbrochureisesuntial,Con1acl:ClarlssaLuard
Arls CourdolEnga'ld, 14 Great Peter St. London. SW1P
3NO.Tel01719136440.IaJ:01719736590.Orcortad'/OUt'
~lareaArts8oard-EaslernArlsBoard,SouthW8Sl,

NortI1em, YOf',;sIWe &Humberside etc. - ems Tl!fTan

- Market News-

- Letters to FoClls -

------out of focus- ,-------------,
Psst!

- Qut ofFocus -
wiDbea regJlareolurnnin Matri(liringthe mailWlgs

~FOC1JSlsabsentThi$waywehopetokeepall

members up-lo-dale with CQlTlpetitions. marllet news,
WOI1o:.shops, and irtormation aboul FIXl!S ilSIlII. ~ roo are a
new member and hal'llOl yet seen a C<II7J' cl 0lJ' ma~azioe.

l!1e r.ext one is sched.ledto appear in l!1eautumn. Fowsis
lheBSFA'swril!lr$·ma~in8.llpubljshesSlories,articles

and poetry from members and non-members. Thinkirlg 01
SEOdngusapieceolyrorw<llk?FlClionsllc:Udbeolgood
qJalily illId up 10 5.000 words; poeIryloa maximum 01 SO
lines. We seek mes OIl aB aspects 01 wriliog and
pubIlshing,espedalythose relating 10 sl aodfartasy, up 10
4,OOOwords.WealsoseekCOVllfart,il!ustratioosill'ldlillers.

"'ea biI thin on the ground al the mOlTlMt. Have yoo any
responses to previous issues,()(wouId you like toslatt a
ciSMSiot1?Alleltersarewelctrnea1eitherollheedtllfiaJ
adctesses.

OdysseyisaoewslmagatinefrornPartil8l1PreSlilaunching
lIlis summer ~ see news pa!1l!Slor more deta~s - and edIed
by tormer FlJCUseOtorLlzliollklay, Herearelhewriters"
guideliIles

We ....ant e~cellent si and fall1asy 01 aI kinds. lI's tha1
sim~e. So tlowdo ....ede!iIle'excellen1'?Stories1tlat engage
the reacle(s rnind anclheartarw:!w; stories that have a
point. wilhool coolus6'ig thal point wittl a message better
wrillenaboulilanessay:Sloriestha1havecharadersthat
readers can empalhisewill1. or klve. or love to hate; stones
WIlhplolsthatrddloge\!lefwithOO:belngpreddable;51ones
tha\takelaloworid:s-O!ttle~,oIm~yorO!the

mmanhe3l1-thatwt!'veneverYisitedbelore.Sloriesthal

- Competitiolls -
·Xenosishavingacelebratorycompetillon,opento
subsaibefsCJ1l)' Xenosisasuccessful,bimordllyshortstory
ma~zine..rncnfeat~estra6lionalcharacler·andplol-diven

storiesandreaderfee<backonpreV.oosissuesh'snO'N
reachedilSei~~arolc:onlini.;wspubli<:arion.andlhe

COOlpeliliooctfersprizesolouaranteedpubication,andfl00
lOc.JsI1. ThefeisrlQentryleeandrlOentry1imn, bulyoo mJsl
be a subscfibef. Deatkleis 31 December 1997,Contacl
XeoosforlurlherdetaUs
Xenos,f151or6issues,cheq.;espayableloXENOS
Depl,MT,29PrebendSlreeLBedord,MK40 lON

'Wells Festival 01 Literature is rumilg sIl«1 stcry and
poetryoompetitions.ShortstOf}':prizesrlSO.l1GO.rso.
Entry fee £3 each. 6earfine 25 August 1991. AAylopic,mv:
Ieng1h 2,500 words. Cootad 11 Cha;Jnan'sClose, WO'$,ey,
Wels,BA51lU.Poetry:prizesmo,£75,rso, Errtrylee
£2Ipoem. 6eatline 20 Sep!emberl991. A1Iy1opic,nomore
lhan 40 lines, CIlI"1tad Haydon House. Midde Street. East
Harptree.B$106SS.

Don'llorgel to enclose an SAE orlnternalion Reply
Couponw!lenwri~ngloeditotsandlOfcornpetltions.



26·27 JlII1997: 08kJeaf Circle Camp
iheP..EYe'lIoIlhIywilBnIirqoo;flvemusit.tals.
wcwbhops,",*, psti.1.Ioms dnrog.~ InI.I$lCiI
mN!ldmib'lg.R.Widlel''''''~ •. $OlW'Ireed
aWlRe;.£12.50ad.I:s.£2.50l,rQrl4s.
mOatWl Ci'de. PO 801513. &.mer 8ndsJf, Pl'eslon, PR5
IUZ
illOlm'99009

9-10 Aug 1997: Clar«rllff Open Day
ClarlQ'aIIma!lerathtr5jllnld~figumes.andhefe's

tod1l1ncetobJysomtand~TM'fPratchelll(l$9llhem

PI\Isbarbecue,be«.joIlily
mClarlQ'alt,WooIpl Bus Park. 8ury Sl Eonlllds,IPXl9lJP

15-17AlIg 1997: Ou,lfefcon
Iler9M. Norwa,. Guests KIlhIrine KM, Ing. Knudtsen.

.... ""'Z50
m~rJolljtmToreSl.n:l.~100A.5032--*b)orntsfil.olb.1lO
.bup,Jlvw.ll.alb·llO/·b)ototsJquartereonJ
3-5 Stp 1997: LoneSatCon
TheS5lhWor\dsl~IlS¥iNdono,TtJIIS,Guesls

ridudtAlgisBudrys,U1chM1l1ooreodl.
GPOBoJ27277.AuslnTX7875S.2277.USA
*lscl@lo,ee-
.http,//Wri.io,co-!-lscl/
UK agent: Mke t.loi', 'll HamplOfI Road, WOtCesler Park,
&r1'e"KTUEU

5-7 Stp 1997: F6tivaJ ofFantastic Films
n...e day$ 01 spIilg sk'Iy Ii:b a1 SIchI'$ HcuI n
~Reg.l:55

G5SoAlI.lesllesilldRo.cLSakrd.~W1XJP

7·12 Sep 1997: British Association Festival 015<_
Awee.oI~ttdltal.restalks.dscuSSlOl'lSand

fI:l'lItIlIlorIlI1Leeds~Reg(weeWdily):rKIIl-BA

rnembws[12G1£:K);Sludentsandloc:ilresKlBnls(LS,WF,BD
poSlcocllls) £»'£10: BA membtrs [7OIt18
t!lMajor Events,Britisl1 Assooation, 23 SaW& Row, London,
W1X2NB
ill0l11913Xl7&3500
:l:ba.N)Or·lI9t(lacrl.popttl.orq.uk
.\IVII.bntnsoc.orq.uk

26-28Stp 1997: &lasq1ll5
C<sstmnic:on" te~ yU! HoaIl SIwwlpn.
NorIol.Rtg£'251031..M1wlc:e£3l.HosIeI~

£'25P1l1'lUbori
e3S~Road,~WtstMiclands.Il6J3fP

*".15queSfr~nt.~llnk.co.uk

27-28 Stp 1997: Hypothelicon '97
'ScoIland's Other National Convenoon', Ct!1trll Hole!,
Gla$p.GlIlISls AnnlCl.ly, BlllnWlIIlgtl, RIll,r15.n,,£5
~.(lolJun)

~tt,polheticon'97,All M.. 38 ScotSlWlSltHl. GLlsp
GI(OUN

~
r
i 18-20Jull997:Convocation

ThtI6lhlhconarnbned ...... hElnbsh~yrogpne
CO'M!!JlIan.Vll!lJl'I5NewIblIrl~nhlguests

III SItphtnBrusl,AndrewRilllor.e,Jamesw.nit,Rev.

'"QlConl'OCiltion,19Upl1dRoad,Cambidge,CBl3HX

25·27JuI1997: Voysge97
Thesec:ondVoyagelort..80t1omollheSea~heId

al 'tie NoYIlel. An.tldel Gal•. Shel!ield. Ae9 CS all, anMay
0150
:!lVoyage97 lSn.enCcut Elele DevorI.EX24DZ

2s.27JuI1991:R~tze-con

ncA Cormant, C«*.. Ra1zerug. G«lIIIIl)' Guests
1lCiJde8rianSlablllordRlg.WJa..£-40br.o...;uU

,-.,-~--.-------,bowlI"~I'OMIS.T.uIUlllp5lle5~

Ill. re 9uar5 ~;,;::~::'" ~m05""'"
BSFA London Mtetings • http://ourworld.e<llIpuse!ve.cOII!hOlll.pages/EDM
TheBSfA·sr~Londonmeetir.gsarehek:lonltlefcuth It"'lt:
Wectlesdar 01 Mry month (eJeep! Deeembeil, i'Il1le
IoPSlUsroc:rnolhJi.bieeTlY\!II1onVIrt~london

SEt be!weell Wi\a'too nl WesIrrWlSllI" Bridges. NNre5l
mIIonsWi!trloo(ITIiIbOl~orWeslnW15lef

(U'Iderp.n1I. T!qsUlIl .... 7.0lIp'lI; I you gl!l fwe
-tr""~roc:rnisdosed.,btil"l'IIII'Ita'
1lId.11lQ:UII.tlt1lndonllllillbl ilbItlOporIIUSlU1Oyou. 1.Iee&Igi..1lI*l10_
I'llPutbldon01813336670lothl'llerricrmalion
(noIenul'llblrd\ang.)
23jJ97:27Aug97,2'Stp97:220el97:~NoY91.

londonCircl,MHtings
The moY8 totr.e Jubilte Tavem (see above) now seems 10
bepermanellttondooC(de'meetingsveheldonlhetiSl
Tlutda,i'ltaehmonlh.aodllsual)'5liIlaboulSpm.No
specialrmulllA.,.-ypopJarnlc:rowdld.
:!lJusllrll~

1-'997;4 Sep97;2 Od97;6 NcH91; 4Dec97

Binningham-The8n.rnSFG<'(l4I""'O'IfleMl(:(ll'ld
fodi'f'ol"'~*ap.b~~.CI:IIUd""1or
clII*.~iI[IS.l* ... -.hcfl1'Qldn1-­0IArtlnTudor,2(~Grovto.ollo.t.t-,

WilIrNI.WISI MicInIs,WW13 lHX,
*bsf9,bortu,d~,co.uk

Cambridg.- CMlbfiO;jl SF Gr~ meltl 0Il1he second
Mono:Iayott~monthInTheWresd«I,NewMa.1<elRoad,

Cambl'idge
'~FWlQlyGrlll4lIJllHllsOllIkeHCOOdSlrdilyol

'NlIIlIf'OIinIheZDlplbOll~Sl,~,

(OlJomOr...,,30f1l.0A.._.BlrHl.~CB3
OEO
CarrJin-.QWIGE·c.lillSFGroup_OIltlefnl
TUlSdlylll ... ~.7_:IlpminWtAngm·ICaliBir.(2

""-"""Cokhtstef - ee.a-.. SF! Ibrlir! Fnuy Group
mtl!l0Il .... IIwdSlb'dayolNCllmor'ill.,2:3llpm1l
TheP\iyllcuMplbIlSLJohn"~

'l)Des LewlI 01101255812119
Hull-Thl .... SFGrllt4l meelSOIlIhe HCOOdandkulh
TutSda)'S alike month. 8pm to 10.3Opm II Yt 0Idt Bale
Btl,MarUlf'j.Cf,HuI
'lllln, Junt OIl 010182 (.(7953 Of Dive' Ellelle on
01(82(((291
Le/cest.! - L.a- SF Group n-. OIltle 1nl FrilIay
altlenlCllWh:_varits.
illrIlllGroomllOl101162792280
*rbeao~lobdllft,lXI.uk

lrIancMstef-FOHTlllMCI .. W~·$pIbfon
tle_al~GaodInI.nu""BA_IOll'"

MttII'ldnlklu'llTlulOilyl ...... IIlCII'IIl.If"I~
0Mik1DonO'lOl612'2fi29lll

P«etbotough-Tht~SFQ"b~an
Ihtfnl WUltldlyalhmonlh. hlllJtblill rm.
~,andO'lhfwllWUlt&diyalhnlCllWhonlht

baroltheGrNINorlhtmHolIl.~Ihe8A$I.lIOn.

mSAE 10 58 Penrington, Or1onGoilNy. Pel8l'll<ltolql.
PE25RB
6Aug91(gueslJOflCourtenIyG,lmwoodj3Sfll91

Portgmouth - The $oulil HInlS SF Group ......, O'l the
HCOOdandku\'lTI.It5lk)'SlIIlMmond'll1TheMap,
FrallOnRoid.PcrumcluIh

$bUp,l/lIeb.ukOllllllt.co.uk/bypotlu!tlCOGI

23Oct·2Novl997:CoadIcon
Coac;hO'lp5ln'1gnloncb'l.'OIaPorlmelnon,loE\ro.Oc:lolJ;rl
in1rel¥1d.andbadllolorldonlorhWor\dFanwy

""""""tilSAEOfhIRCslo&4RictlborneTerrace,LonOOn,SW81AA

25-270cl 1997: Euro-OCfocon'97
The 1991 Eurot:(Il ¥od ~ellrod's rllliOI'IaI si c:on a:wnl;wled, 111
DublinC41$llt.~sRobeflJordlnardChri$ReedolBBR

(l!iIlecIIngasmaf.prm5lrUnn1heprD!JatMII'lg) Rtg t25
lIlI129,M£:IIllerl!lllerAoxmnodabanmustbebaoked.........
mWQ.Oclooon'97,POBo.5IXl.~ •• QlIl'd
*UUlIfeU::OCl.a.
*bttp:llarroqa~t.ltc.lcl.le/OCtOCOn,btal

290cl1997: UnoftlcWpre-WfCGathering
ThtJlbilMpub,Watl!lrloo(_8SFAdetai$fl~l

30 Ott·2 Novl997; World Fantasy Convention
ThemlisDrlcula,100yearsold.Venveis1heBnnarUlnler·
natio'laIHote!nLondon'sDoc:ktands.Theva51gu&$liSl
indlIdes IIln Slndall,Joan A1ken, Bob Egglelon Wdh Rob
HoId$!oelIlISK:.Reg rHXlau.. £:IIsup
eP08oJJ1.WlItby,NoIthYorb,Y022(Yl

14-16 Nov 1997: Novacon27
The1997~movac:udlli'lnrl!;;'lamlDihldltV ••
J-,HolIInGlllll.Malvtm.GuISIISPetlrF.KImiIIonrd
'fllISlrIblnlS£3l d Xl SIp.
1Ol1.PIl\S1reet,l)'l.Slo.mdge,Wtsl~0Y98SS

14-16 Nov 1997: CozyCon 2
RellldO:lnal1heAlWUHotellhelia9Jl! Reg Cl8n £'9
sup,Hotel£20PIlI'lwred
ill Mntt'narievan EwydI, Obrlchl~!raa! 4, 2517 'IT Dtn Haag
Ne!htl'lands
*vantentftev,eur.nl

21·23 Nov 1997: All'lladlContX
Asl« HoIeI n PIymoulh. Guesls Colin GIenand, O....id
Kerdy~£2S.£20~
e.GleneIgeAveooe.~~D8'won,PL3...
illOl152267173rxOl152673295

13-14 Dec 1997; B,bylon 5 Academic CMtmnctt
P~lliSSOC1lllJOn'lll"1heSffOl.llditlonal\hwrslty

CoIegtolFipol'l&YOIIlSlJotnIlYcn.Coslndtlslveol
aa::ammodab«llS£75,Ofl'lOf'KtSldenllal'lllttlrntals[4t!BolIl
inckKlelheconJerencetiMII
mFarllh MeIKIesohn, Faculty 01 Ht.Knarities, l.IIWersi1y
CoIegtol Ripon &YOIIl S1JoM, LordMal'O"s WIk, YOIIl.
Y031EX
*r.7fyotk.lc.uk

H Feb 1998: Decadence
fheIdlIllUtlAk(sfIlllSIC}a:JlV'erDJntlihlF«1e
Posl!uMHolelGa!wclReg £24ill..£10sup
mTopFliL 11 &eWmRoad.~ GlS22M
$dtclldeo~fI9JI91.dNOll.co,~k

.http"lvw.19ll9t.d_.C'O,~k/

13-16 Mar 1998: Corflu
lanSorensentmgsCorllll·ihtli1\l1111ans'Cllr'IVIfl1ion·l0
tIltUK1OfthlfilslbITII.LoeabonistheGriffIlHotelil'lLeeds,
Reg,£25al1,,£5sup.. looms£25pppndoo~,£40pppn.....
mIlnSorensen.7WoodsideWaIl,Ha1rilkn,t.lL37HY
$lanfsortn.de.on.C'O.uk

27·29Marl998:DeI~rance

BlN$SMnc:onat"'AoyIl~Ho.ise,NoIr9la'n.Rtg

t45llLrISIIlQ1Jlne
mOlivlnncf,181UyAw Newp;w1Pigd.Iloc1s.loII:16
OfD

1~14Apr1I199f1:lntuHion

The 1998 Eulerc:onilihtPicldlyJaMsHotelinl.QnctlISler
GueslsConnieWillis,lanlkOonlldandWartinTIJdOlRtg
£30 an.. £15 sup
mlntuilkln, I Waver!ly WilY, Cll'whon Beeches, Surrey,
SI.I531.0
*INTUlfIOtl.s.:lf.de.oo,co.uk
.http;lllfW,ast.call.ac.ok/~acb/lntultIOll/lnlu



22·25 May 1998: Lazlar Lyrlcon 11
fjjfJrHiker'$GlIideeonl'llnb'J'theZ19fanclub
celel::ralingt~2Othanniversaryo!theseries;venue

ScoIdl Corner Hotel. OarWlgton. Reg, £30. guests
Kel'inDavi"Dirk Maggt
867 South Pm Gardens, Berkhamsted,
~ds/'ife,HP41HZ

3-5JuJ1998:/ntercontacl'98
UrWersily 01 Oslo, Norway. GueslsGw)'nelh Jonet,
Pal Cadigan. Johannet Berg. Reg. £15atl,,£5sup
81n1ercootaet'98, POBoI12181indem, 0313 Oslo.,"'..,
* elf~ori9o.no

10·12JuI1998:/nfinity
AngeIHo\eI.CiII,j/l,GuestsiodudeCoIln Baker, Ed
BishOf!, OIYt! Prows" Jaek C!lhen, L10nel
Fanthorpe, AnaySawyer. Reg £40.
@1rdini!y,SwnyNaIl1,12StuartStreet,Trel1e1lert,
CF42SPR
*lnfinityseifieon@hotaal1.coa
$nttp,//IhfW.cf.ac.uk/cCln/aaln/ents/sff
c/lnhnity,htAl

5·9Augl998:8ucconeer
The561h WOlIdoon at BaItiml1e, Maryland, GuestsC.
J. Cherryh, Milton A. Rolhman, Stanley Schmidt,
Mlehael Whelan, Reg. £80 an [plus various
cornpk:iltionsa)'IJJVQ\edOfp'fl.~ed).

UKAgtlll:
8Jdvl Oalman, rJo EOS Unqap'Vc:s. Pa/Ker's
House,46RegemStreeLCamlridge,CB210B
!()om3570179
*i;d@clX.cOllpullnk.co.uk
GeM:fllinlo:
*baltilOre96@access,diqex,net
_http://IhfW.access,dlgex.net/ N balt96

21-24Aug 1998: The Wrap Party
Celebrate1het:OlldYsiooolBabt1ar5altheRad~

EOOrdanHttel.HeatlvtMI.lOfldon.ConIirm&dgoests
are J. Miehael Slraezynski, Harlan EllilOO, hck
C!lhen,John Ridgeway, BryanTalbot Adam'Mojo'
lebowitz, John Matthews,Reg. £65 (JI1stalrnent
st:lerneavaia~el.under17shallprice,lJ'lCler12sfr&e

Room rates: £4OpppntriPe, £42Jwn dcuble 01 twin,
Wppp1 sirge

@TheWrapParty,POBox5C15,Readng,RGl70Z
*TheWrapParty@bilpin.eo.uk
$http://W'rI·bilpin.co.uk/TheWrapParty

11·13Sep 1998: Fllntllsycon22
Venue Albany Hatel, BirnIingham, guest Freda
Wafl'inglon plus more TBA.
ffiBFS.2HarwoodStreet,Stockpon,SK41JJ

18-21 Sep 1998: Discworld Convention 11
The secUld convention dewted to all tIlings Pratc1lellian
lakes place al tile Adelphi Hoteli'll.ivefpool,withguesls
indudng one-guess, Slephen Briggs and Davt
Langford.
ffiPO Box 3086. Colehestef.Essex,C028TY

25-28 Sep 1998: Albacon '98
Central Hotel, Glasgow, Reg. £2S an" £15 sup_Guests

".8A1baeon'9S,Fll2,10AftasRoad,Glasgow,G214TE

2·S Apr 1999: Reconvene
The last Easlercon 01 tIletwentielh CEl1tUtyal lhe AdelpIK
Hotel,Uverpoa.GueslsJel1Noon,PelerS,Beagle,
John CI~e Reg. £25 alt, £12.50 sup_, dSCClJl1ts fOf

"~"'"~3WestShrubbery,Redand,8ristcM,BS66S2

2-6 Sep 1999: Aussiecon 3
The WOlIdoon goes 00wn under 10 ",-Iboume. Guests
Greg BenlOl'd, Bruee Gillespie, GeoIgeTumer. who
Qedi'lJune,wiflOlbereptaeed,Reg,£90(with
eompliealedvariarions-asll'em).
@UKAgent:MartinHoare,4SfdehurstRoad,Readflg,
AGlm
*.artinhoare@eix.co,uk

27 Oec 1999-2 Jan 2000: Millennium
Seei'llhenewmilerri..om (a year ear1yif yoo.ire apedant)
althiseon,lobehe!dsomew!lereinr'lOrttlemEufO!l8,
probablylheUKoraIleNeLuleountry,£4.00pafj'8ar,10
bededJcl&dIrOO'llheeventuaJmembefstjprost.
@ M~t'I1I1ivm, * Mak:olrn Rei<!, 186 Casewick Rd., West
Norwood,Loodon,SE27OSZ

29 Dec 2GOO-l Jan2001: Hogmanaycon
Central HOlel. Glasgow. Reg.£20.01 an., £2.01 sup.(har

"'"tB 26 AVOI'Ibank Road, Rulhefgl!l'l,Glasgaw,G732PA

Year of the Wombat
reviewed by Mark Plummer

8e5/MlOdLodgeHoIllI,23-26Mayl997
Theho1e1hadputupas9'lannouncitlgtheywere~abarbeeueoo

SlI'ldaynqtfOflheitguests at lhe 'Science FlClion weekend'. Aslhe
eonvention W{)f@oo.lsuSjl8CllhestaffwarehaWig ioc«Iasing atIicu~y i'I
aawingalinkbelweensl,be~ Star Trekor lsaae Asimov, andabunct1o!
(forltla mostpar1) grown men and women fuing eggs at ooe anotharwith
ealaplAts,lllwell,thastaffsaemedtoerjoyitanyway.

The Year ol the Wombat lit it llad been tails il woujd haw been
'badgar') was hEld ., lhe Bestwood Lodge Hotel, amagniticenl buMog .,
themidcleolaooun1rypar1ljustoutside~m,AAhroghMalong

tile lines 01 an si convention. with ~s organisers and membefship !tawn
largelylromsltandOln,thasimpletaClisthalilhadprellymuehtxlgoefaD
to doWl/h si in any shape 01 form, Not mal this was a handeap 01

anything
The prog'ammepoJllheemphasis on fun arldmaclefuluse oIlhe

faeilitiestM_hadtooller,irrclucin9lhepar'l.~seII,butlhrs

ij!itt-heartad awoach dsguised tile fad Ihal there was somelair1)'ti!itt
organisation bel'Wld llV!ll)'ttWIg. even ~ it was operalilg at a low JeveI ol
visibility.Andjustabouleverylhingw«ked:lromthesiepe-enginebuiOrrg
eompelitiontorrsaKnockout;lromltlaRado4~showlolhe

Austra~anevening. Wilh membefship rastrictedlO 120,i'I part because it
was fell 10 betherig:1trurnbeffOftheevent but also riJe to lIT1ite<! space
i'lthe holel,tMeon stiI managed to run a tMn·traek prt9"3mme so as
welaslhe~rgefmain'hallrtemslherewasagoodsmaneringolsmallef

I'OLl"Id-tablellYel1ts,workshop$and~es.AndOl1lysomeolthem

i'lvoIved1tlepar'lieij:lantsbeingCOV'el'&dintfeam,eggOlwater ...
OtMourJy any ronvenlion Is mate lhanjusl ~Sprt9"3mmlflll arldtha

hotel bar, oomplete'llilh minstrels'galery (no, nobi:xtffell oIf),was a
conviviaIeentra.lilleawith,olcourse,lhagreatoutdoa'slO1ltlose~

wallladlotakea<t.ranlageoltllewatmwea!hef.Howev8f,ilispaffiaps
flOleworthythal there were octasions when tha progfarJ'l'Milems
managed to emj:(y ltla bar oomplelel)'.

Iwouktl'Qaimthatl!leWomballOf1TUaiseomplet~origiIal-it

!tewlail1y heavily on tha lneons, tor instance-and I cel\ainiywoukll't
advoeate1tlllaaeonventionsaOOplitsapproadl,Howevet,l!lere'sclearly
aplace lOf somel!Wlg rdlethisl'llhe sleonventionealendaralongsklethe
more heao;yweigTl a~ematives. The Ofgarusers haYt! no plans 10 run
another, whch Is probably a good lhiog as ~ WOIAd almost cer1airiy be
lesssuccessflA,bulmaytleltley'ldosomelhiogdllerenlwt'ldlmq,tbe
evenbetler,.

smalIs-

mm...
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THE WAY '0 WRITE SCIENCE FlCllOH b\' 8nan
SII_Si(rIO<lptlo:q:ioo ..._.£S, .....
.....·Il\oEmrnd~,£IO_,£S
C·_pb;SuIoII~.I:W::vtO;r""d...
Gonri<Ilo_noc:11Io"",,"",TIfoW.tlO
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CRIJC/F0IIIIV.lRJATIOfIS,I-'ol'2_
1_~_(fICWng_
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Ficl»nFolnllllDllCoill<lloo","~_ol

_IC\lOOIWCIl'_ ...... rnJ9iZO• ."...
twgo"po'ceo.F'!<QIdoIO"SFF
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4. Aien MS stKd!#lel"apyll Iowj(n.

Ht*nes?(9)
9.DiaryolNbert.mactnanwilhooeloose.

171
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1 Cookedriblick...,i!ted(7)
2. Missil used by Frodo'sal!J1liI'IOIl? (3)
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RfSUlTS Of COMPfTIllON 125: ..ALPHABFI11 SPAGHETTI-
'T1M! WU\Mf IS ME. IS there Wl're nocnlnts al aD (boo hoG!). Howtvt'f, you an' not~g oul 0111 that
~siIy1S Iwill arry on repeahng1t. with somt!XtnIdUC!S, until 5OIJlCOfIernrls 11.

COMPETITlON 125: "ALPHABrtTI SPAGHETTI SUGHnY UNRAVELLED"
While p~ymg with my alphabet soup oot day I notictd thall could spell out IM fi~ MId last IWlleS of
sevmJ authors, and that the lengths 01 their n.1ml5 pually iIlcre<tSed. Also to my am.uement there
were Ihra> Hugo WlIUlI1f$, tllra> women. lw born before World War I, lllree Bntlsh residents, and three
whose sUINmes started and ended with the same letter. (Yes, I know that makes fifteen dues, but there
are only ten authors.)

Can you find theauthor5 If Itell you that the 115 Jetters in the rather large bowl 01 soup were:

8A,3B,5C,3D.13E,4F,l G,SH.5U),2K.6L,3M, UN,12D, 14R,4S,6T,2U, 1V,andJY.

Clues: humorous writer (3,4) - Clarke Award winner (4,4) - Scottish writer (4,5) - Hugo-winning novelist
(5,5) - very prolific Amencan author (5,6) - Hugo-winning novelist (6,6) ~ wnter associated with the
I'1ghtll montll (6,7) - Hugo-wmmllg novehst (7,7) - 1997 Worldcon GoH (7.8) - allagram 01 remauung
l\.'ttcn(8.8)

PREVIEW OF COMPETInON 130: "LASTS"
As those of you. wlIlIlong memones may remember, Istarted sethng these rompetltlOn5 IIllSSlle 81 WltII a
competItion. all aboul "SF Firsts-. There~ I offered toedlt lhecompcrition sedlOI'I was thalllllllt pa:st I
~ enJOYed ent~ them myself. Inow WlSII to mum to beng a competitor rather tiwl m edItor. md I
hal'f deoded that competition III (the 5(kh illUUYmar)' of my I'ir.;t) will be my last, md Will be on the
subJect of "SF wls".

Now I Solid I wmled 10 M aa etItranl - but this lllemJ there Illust be eompriilions la.s well as
crosswordsl to etIler. And this in !unI mtmJ there mild be a (.'(Impttitions edilor to nan them. So,
PLEASE. apply in droves either to mt or 10 Cuis Ternn.
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