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politics and sf
po'litics 11. pI. (also treated as sing.). Science and art
of government; political affairs or life (politics is a
dirty business); political principles (what are his
politics?; the politics of the decisioll is not clear); not
practical -, (1) not likely enough to be worth
discussing, (2) liable to meet practical difficulties.

ken macleod
libertarianism, the loony left and the secrets of the illuminati

ian watson
from the mouth of the oracle

stephen palmer
didn't vote. why?

david curl
science fiction after socialism

-PLUS­
eric brown

how the web was spun

iohn jarrold
gives the clar'ke awara judges a good kicking

paul kincaid
kicks back
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pratchett,robinson,tepper,
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Doctor StrangeJight ~ 17 -7 why stephen palmer didn't vote
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ulSler politics. and plotting with
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wllliam burroughs cardinal cox
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1997 Hugo Awards

- Best Novel-
Kim Stanley Robinson Blue Mars

- Best Novella -
George R. R. Martin 'Blood of the Dragon"

- Best Novelette-
Bruee Sterling ·~cycle Repairman"

- Best Short Story­
ConnieWillis

"The Soul Selects Her CNm Society .. "

- Best Non-Fiction Book-
L. Sprague de Camp Time & Chance

- Best Dramatic Presentation­
Baby/on 5: ·Severed Dreams·

- Best Professional Editor­
GardnerDozois

- Best Professional Artist­
Bob Egglelon

- Best Semiprozine­
Locus

- Best Fanzine­
Mimosa

- Best Fan Writer­
DaveLanglord

- Best Fan Artist­
WilliamRolsler

SFF Bids For Wyndham Archive
THE ARCHIVE OF John Wyndham IS up for sale, Clarke has given hiS backing 10 the appeal, and says
and the Science Fiction FOllTldation Collection, "The Wyndham archive is one of the most important
based at Liverpool University, is trying to raise recordsinBritishsfandilisvilalthatitisacquired
money to pUKhase it. The aKhive, rorrently by the library to which it really oughl to belong"
contained In tW(l large and one smaller tmnks, Support has also been given by Brian Aldiss and this
IIlcludes items such as: years World Fantasy Convention, being held in
·two unpublished sf novels, including an london, which is donating a proportion of the
uncompleted sequel 10 Tht Midwich Cuckeu<;, and proceeds from the WK Raffle to tlte Wyndham
four unpublished mystery novels; Appeal. Donations to the raffle are welrome,
• holograph manuscripts of ThtDay ofthtTriffids including signed books, proofs, T-shirts, posters.
and Tht Kral:ttl Waits; memorabilia and other rollectable items, Cash
ororrected tYpcscriptsand proofs of Tht Chrysalids, donations and pledges are also welrome. In the
ThtMidwich Cllckrosand other novels; event oflhe bid being sucressful anyexressmOlley
• playscriptsand radio/tvscripts; raised will first go towards preservation and
ocorrespondence with publishers from 1931 cataloguing of the Wyndham Archive, and thl'l1.ce
onwards, taped rommunicatioos with his brother. towards ronservatiOll, cataloguing and purchase of
Vivian Beynon Hanis, and over 35Qlellers from furthermaterialfortheSHCollection,O
Wyndham to his wife written betWt'Cll 1939-1945; 0 If you would like to support the Wyndham Appeal

An applicahon has been made for Hentage or can donate rafne prizes pleaserontact Jo Fletcher,
lollery fundlllg, bul since the scheme reqUIres a 24 Pearl Road, Wallhamslow, london, E17 4QZ, or
matching rommitment from the applicant the SFF is Andy Sawyer, SF Foundahon Collection, UnivCTSlty
asking for support from the sf and fantasy of liverpool Ubrary, PO Box 123, liverpool, 1..69
rommunity. To this end SFF Patron Arthur C. 3DA

-news-------------------
Sue Thomas Wins The Lottery

. well, nearly. Sue Thomas, author of the Clarkl"-Award nominated Comspm/dmce
and Creative Writing COUTse leader at Nottingham Trent University, has received a
National Lottery grant of £356,621 towards developing an international Internet
writing project. The money, awarded over a three-year period under the Arts
Council of England'S 'Arts For Everyone' scheme, will sel up and run the 'tRace'
International Online Writing Community in association with the Broadway Media
Centre in Nottingham and East Midlands Arts Board. Sue and her colleagues hope
to "make this one of the most significant UK-based Internet communities yet de­
vised". Sf will feature, and she hopes that BSFA members will be actively involved.
Involvemenl of young people will be rocouragro and 'Kids on the Net', selected writings by East
by halSOlls with schools, colleges and libraries, and Midlands schoolchildren.
they aim to rosure that every area of the reading fF YOU WANT TO GET INVOLVED
and wnting community in the East Midlands has contact sue.thomas@ntu.ac.uk
some ITlput into the project. Features will include: a 'Alter (omspol1droet and Wotrr, Sue has just
custom-built real-time collaborative virtual corn- finished her third novel, THE I+/NETI+J OF
mumty; • international writers' groups; • internal- DESIRE, and it's now in the clutches of her agent
lonal readers' groups; 0 three email writers-in·resi· Sara Fisher at A. M. Heath. Sue says it "takes place
dence; 'one email reader·in-residence; oonline inthellTlbodiedrealmoftext-basedvirtuality",and
events, perfonnanct'S, readmgs and open days; you can preview it by lelnetting to
ocompetillOns for umovative net-based writing. lambda.mOO.lIlud.lIlud.ot9BBBB and visiting its

indivIdual projects will indude 'Many Lives·, an vutuallocation'B7887.
"ever-growing archive of dianes and reflections·', o5rtal,..,·Sc.ibblt,Scribblt,5cribblt'DIlpagt5.

Europe:£24.SQ
US: t37 suriace,$4S airmail

Elsew~re:£24.50suriace,£30airmail

IMPORTANT NOTICE· SUBSCRIPTIONS
Sadly, lOt the first time in over three years - since April 1994, in fact - we've had 10 increase the
subscription rales. In lhattime postal rates and printing costs have risen considefably, and while
we've made greal- and successful- efforts to reduce costs, a small increase is now essential.
From September ltle annual subscription will rise by £1 10 £19, w~h other rates rising
commensurately as below

Wilh this mailing you should tind a new standing order mandate. Astanding order saves you money
and hassle, soil you wish to use lhis lacHity fill in thelorm as instructed, If you already have a
standing order arrangement pleaselill In thelorm loo!

- The New Rates­
Standard membership: £19 per year

Unwaged (proot required): £13
Lifemembership:£1go

The Hugos were presented in a crowded ceremony
at this year'sWorldcon in Texas on the evening of
Saturday 30 AugusI: the awards themselves were
thetradilional rocketshipon a base in the shape of
Texas. The host was local sfwr~er NealBarreltJr.
and presenters included Pal Cadigan and Robert
Silverberg.

The John W, Campbell Award, sponsored by Dell
Bool<s and given tor the best new writer of 1995196.
went to Michael A. Burstein, The Japanese Seiun
Awards -the 'Japanese Hugos' - went 10 Robert J.
Sawyer for End of an Era and Greg Bear's "Heads·
The First Fandom Award was won by Hal Clement,
and the Big Heart Award went to John L. Coker Ill.

• 5eeMatrix 1251orthefullHugoshottlisrs



will trump (say) lain (Mmm) Banks or D.ln
5unrnons or Vemor Vinge, bUI Applt5lrd will have
some of Ihl' $o1:me concerns: hke how to remember
the WlIVel'S('.

"The first novel I ever published - 111, Dis·
illh"ilillgParlyinl977-hadalolofFanlasyof
HISI0l)' in il, though duly framed a5 dt'lusLOnal
The flrsl chapler ollhl' fll'Xl novel I wrOll'. or
began to wnle, 111, WiJmo GIQ55, appeared as
·Soundll'lg Eden"II'IOIhtl' Edtlls 11 m 1988. Some
oflhebackslorywhlchdidnolgetll'ltopnntthl'll,
I'Xceptforaroupleofincomprehensiblesenlences
about genome surfers and thelikl',wiH shther mlo
Ihe new book.H

(lull' lias also sold the non-fiction Tht &JOkof
End TimtS 10 HarperPrism in lhe US. It's aboullhe
millennium, and the Iv series of the same n<lme
BUI ofhlS return to lale-lelllllg he says: "[lurn
boKkto fichon for love and 1TlOI'leY.-O

~, IOClQR)IE W(R{ (\M'I8JSHEOl ~vette

Shandslor~Farkllony.AATtwECTalJamle

Wafftn Yd, Ior 8irUm S!**a;~ NIT
Claytlum YooN & Fr,,* F<aZella klr '1'rinces$" la.....,
. toctlS AWARDS l.Dcus magazile's ...-I _dI
wentlO,SFNOVB.IOmSlanlryRoblnlon8tofoWMs
fNITASYNOVB.Gtorge R. R. MartlnA Glmtol1JroMs"
IWI\fNITASYNOVB.S"-IOng~fI'lST

NOVB.(alljSageW"'~(Tc.)ns.r.hZlfral

~(W_AsptcI);ICMU..AConnIeWIMs

~(8irUm~,JClYQ£TTEUrsulaK.l,

Guln'1bnaonWays·~Augl996I,SHO!lTSTCJl'I'

Jo/WlCtoMty"Gorw"fm'FSepI996).fIlOlrFICJJCJrI
Jo/WlClu.lJX1klll"~CS--fl..MJrpool

~~:CQJ.£CllONJoeHalOemanNoMSa

8Iitrd(lobTvorWAvofobta);NfTHOl.CGYGardlwrOozois
r..,..8aslSFI3(Sl.....,·.j;EOITOFIGardl'lkOOZois.
AA1lSTMlchlIIIWhelan:M.IliAlIIEb'no"'•.

GABRIEL KING w~ known 10 be a pseudonym
of HarperCoIltns$fedllOT JaneJohnson, bul It has
noWtrnergedlha:tlhenameroversacollaboratlOfl
between }oMson and former partner M. John
Harrison 'I1leIr TIO\IeI TItt WilJ RcJ,ad (Arrow: NOlI)
lSa fanl<lSy<lboul cats.

·lnlhallylherespedl\·('agenlSand~ndorn

Houw UK wanled to Irl'at the boo!: <IS a SIngle­
author work. and Mike was happy to $lep 11'110 lhe
shadows because of his literal)' ficttm career,­
$o1:ld }ohn$Oll, Ho".evl'f, they finally decided 10
reveal alL -partly because it rnakes a muchbetler
story thal two people who lived fogether for ren
years should b.....a.. up and only then be able to
wnlelhl'novelttKy·dalwar.;Ultended.·O

John elute, Storyteller To The Gentry
JOHN CLlJTE, co-«lllor of lhl' EI1C)1CI~1II of
fall'asyand Ihl'EncycloptdirlofSdtllrtflCrioll,will
soon be courting hLS fellow critics and readm
wilh his filSl sf novel, Applts«d, Tim Holman ~l

Orbithasboughlthebookforl998publicallon,
It has had a fairly long geslalion. Clull' lold

Malrix:"A porhon and outhnl' of Al'lul'Strt1 was
put 10gclheT a few years ago. pretty mually.as
partofapitchPaul&m~lland Ihadconsllucled
fora proposcd senes. NOlhmg came of lhlsscnes.
lale lasl year I looked allMpomon agaUl,and
thought It could stand alone, afll'f Jlggmg.­
Bamett,Wlderhlsflomdtplllmt'JohnGrant',was
OUll"sco--edLtoronlMEllcyclopNlIlofFalllllSY,
and has hmlSelf recmtly retumed toslwilh hIS
'5trideT'seriesofs~operasforLegend,

Clute conhnllt'd: -It will be the "lI'Id of sf I
myself have a pilrhcularsWf\'l·loothfor-meta­
phYSlcalspaetopera.ldon'ldalmthalwhillldo

Web SF Zine Launched Orbit Merges With Legend
INFlNm' PLUS, launched On I SepMTlber. IS a FoLLOWING the decision of Random Housc UK
web rnagazllle Ullmded to ·showca5e lh~ talenb 10 pull oul of genll' sf publislung. then Legend
of a range of profeSSIOnal $f .and fanl<lsy aUlhon" Impnnl has been bougllt by Ll"le, Brown for
Edll~ and ~naged by Kellh Broo"e, author of mergUlg wIth 0TbJ1. !.egmd aulhors were not
lhe Ellpatna senes.ofsfnol/el$,lhefirsl fewedl- consulled befo..... lhe deal. 5tan Nlcholls told
hons proml.se contributIons from lan McOonald, Ansibit -I have three books with them myself and

~h::I~~~~~I~~:~~~: :':I'f~~%d :~~~t~~"~~~~:7~
N'KhoIas Royle, Dal/Id Wmgrove and many 'aSSlgnment'dausc11'1 contram.-
others.Brooke$o1:)'SlhillallhOllgh'flfilll,yPlwsllas PubhshUlg schedules are being rm:sed, onc
<I UK bias al presenl, as Lt grows he hopes 11 Will \IlduTl of whICh IS Km Macl.rod, whose I'M
berorne more mlemallOOal, Ussllll Dltmon has been put bad. from September

ma::~~~hei~d~=: n:::"rd:.a;~ :a=~u~I:~hlS ye~~~h~~
:;s=i:~~~I/~~r:%~~:r:~ rleWsflm~lurthhghld

:~:;;,w::~~::;'.'::;~~= Wheels Within Wheels ...
audience? So I ron~ed a few people. Their
response mrouraged me 10 cast lhe net wKIl'f
!tlemostsahsfyingaspectlod<lteh<lSbeenrhe
ronlributon' enthusaasm and lhe amount of I1('W

matmal they h.we wntten - ftoatures you WLIl
onIylind 11'1 InJiIUI)lPlllS.· 0
°http://vw.users.letnet.C'O.uk/lplUl

Compuserve and sf
Intl'l'l1l't prov!derCompuserve h<Is I<lunrned 'SF
Commumty', aw~ sf rnagazme fe<ltunng
inteml"A"S with Arthur C. CLule and WllJrdm
Glbson, hps for WnlefS, and a feature called
(embarnSSITIgly) 'Blast Off!' wllh hve on-lll'le
debates with aUlhorsand·personahhes·. 0
° http://vw.a.pIlserve.C'O.yk/cc.unltlu

Awards Miscellany
• STlJRGEON AWARD Thr 1"1 n-dln SU9IOII
t.Iernor1aIAwanl~ 10 Nancy KN$t'.1llr Flown rJ
AljtPRS(Ill"(A$rTIOIfS,Ocl-Hortl996)
•SIDfWlSEAWARDS Pr--.cltar "rrnatrwell$lorysl
lONG\IIQIr;SIepI'IenBarlel'~,SHOFIr\llQlr;WatIM

Jon WilUms "flR9\ DM$-
• CHESLEY AWARDS Thr Asso:lo*lI"I rJ Soenc:r Foon
nlFarusyMislspresarUdlle~.-rwIChtsiIy

AW¥ds-~a~.~_Chesley

8aleslelI-al!hrT....sWorktonOl'lFndaof29Au\rJ11
AA1lSTC.fOtEYOlENT Don lIIaIu: «MR (l'AI'EIIlAClQ
OonatoGlancolaIorEgtJlNdt(Rocj,COIElljlWlD&ACJQ
t.Iichael 'MIelan tar Thr GI:ol*n 4r IOAW), coY£A
~BobEggletonIorF&~.ua.,I996 .. lIfTERO'I
UIJS11'IAJJCJrIToddloc:kwoocltarDNfl~AoWlIr'

TanlhleelX'Ul\.flW(R{RotIAluandtrtarSr,l'l

NoRIWlIksW\Cl(,OIlllalIlltBSFAslonge$t.$eI'Wlgandline$l
!lMew«$.is$lilennglromltrmnilI'OIlal,canc:erlellersand
fi/1Me5walldriventlsIlSlrnordls send 10 21 CIuchIRoad,
OuchStrllllon.ShropsIwe.SY66AE.
$UJI WOV WHlsnlS FOR l>ul. For toe 1151 Icu \'WI David
Gerfold his bM'ltryrlg 10 get Iu SW Wolf tvsetlt$ oil lilt 1101J'ld.
FWdsrilAor$.e~$hoIflingi1nSlt:llJnodeilshiYebeen

~AlIlltTeusWOlldconhe5l1d1hal~delinl!lyllClllbeOl'l

lheSo-ficNnnel.howe'wrhthadbtenl'lpr~tab...,tem

Dulhad~oIl~wIwI~em.gedlNtllltdla1nel

'OIIIUdrn, buy SW WoIl.lXlI.till S9l upalMfJfI"Il show, a'dwas
oekilelylJdor9nllnegoDDOnll.lNrMNle,GerlOkIhishhecla
IlwdSW WoII'lCMIl,BIoodIlldFd,tM.WCI'IlbeOlJb'_IIIle.
He's"altwdaffllwayfJol9lfllilflI'lCMllI'IM'thl<wf·senes,
heupeclSile~IO~Cl:I'I'IPI"IM$Mllbooks.

SF HAaw CoW'mnolt Prl!setD halu mJglZN is tII'R'l!l a
'SciFaiU «neSl b' smaJ.tlul1*1ecty.fOl'1ned 5ffXll!lll5. Thewmer
getS £SO ..... [lO Ndl kw up 10 20 tIn'*WP. aId"'e's .. ay
feeaf£lperhalu(payableI01taikuPmenc:e',~.eSteve

SneydaldS\ulftOuw.aIdfltdclwlgda!eIl:.JHcMrnbef 1997
·Form nolilles,mamunaflcuines,ISk1Wrvs/Jcdj/lal'thee
~1IId,71)'fat11rs-CMsI'C<nenl~slrelererceor

UitIIell/'low.wobscu'e 10000$loll'esenllenSe.'EI1ryIorrrw- Two
copes twed 01'1 .... Pipe!' as Il\¥I)' Idu IS 'fOIl iIo:e per pige.
ncWo;naneandadlteucildlOlon onecopyoNy ·5end1O
HailuJPrmnct,12GrM1a1A\fIIIJt.lHd5,LSI17EX
Fbt:xwIIWlS~AsleakedbyAlephbact I'lMard\, 'P~
FIhoda1'.1helong--n.rnngGermanspiCtopera,IIM!lloracaneback
I'l1heUS Allhtr-.tTeusWOIIdcon,VtctorEn!erp1ses(no
leIaLonlll'lY'eiledtsirs!1$$l,If .·s"lMgImelormal a1dCOSl5
$195lrAa1lymonllly,VtctorhopeslOlIIOYtloaweeldy$ChecUe,
and has plan$ tor eXlenslYt -.n and merd1alcise.1!ducing
T'sIIll$,pos!er1,lllllSltCDs,andcompu1ergames,
OlWll WUJEll has been rtsdent in Gemw1y for some rears, bJl
she's arnouncedlhal she's IIlumI'Ig 10 Iler I\IlM! New ZeoUnd 1'1

OCtoileIralllerlhannenyearasplamed;herartMtlsisfUCel1laled
byGermanwnefS,IO$he'sdecidedl0!1"tllrsoneatnlSl,Shewas
paltlo.llirlyplea5ld 10 lind lhat Iler new New Zealand passport is
bilingualIl"lE~andMaori:ChenylSont-qUaI1erUaorillerself.

KENBuuiERlSnowoulalhospdllt~rustroke,andis

recoYenl"lgin a I"Il,I'SU'Ig home, "HIs right side was aNeaedand ru
speech IS slurred" says VII"ICeClirile,1IuImenldyhtseernsOK.·
IANGUNN, Auslralin caMOOI"IIIl and CO-WII"Io"Ier wilt1 hiswi1e Karenol
lt1e 1995 GUFF race to visit Intersection, is sufleringtrom 'Melaslatic
Uncit!ererl1aaledCarClnoma',bulisresponOrl;we!llotreaunent
HEAD IN TME ClOlJOS IS a German !an·f\II\ rm·commerClal organ·
lsat-on prlntir\9 aoo drstnbullr\g colour and B&W poslcards, many
st·re!aled- They welcome SYbmissions i\flCI. d ~'s SYltable -lriIl'lI"Il
up your intwor1l at theu expeose. senOnpyou so cards tor your own
yse Mo$lpoSlcard:scosl1DMand1heyla1lOswapcarcl:slorfanlO'leS
5endanIRCtorlherW;:ely'lJOdr,Iced~lo'UweJanssen,

NelJsOOenderWeg30,26125Ok1enburg,Germany,
A&.GlS6uoAlSisnowa~edtoraIUS5fimprinlBaenBooks.

COUH GREEHUHO wlI be appu-j'lg at ltlt Ta)'lor Room. Sydi'ley
JonesLiblary.UrwefS/t)'aflJ,wpoolonFriday7Novembelatl2pm,
10marlllllel'esenralionoll'l$paperslO1heSFFOI.I'IdationColedion.
CAlTUIKJERlIAM.a~lo1heSarDnan,BookolO'eamsal1tl­

rJcgy,lIasjol'ledV'lSb!.tryTOfl9lJImagillOasamnsullantedlOf.
ALL. CIWfGE AT B....nOH STratY 5coggins lOll rfpla<:e C1audil
CMslianll"llhefitlh senescil Bab,trn5.aet#clnglOsenesaealC1"J.
Widlatl Straelynski at a pm.s conference held at 1he Teus
Wor1dcon-CI'lI"IslIal'sctlarader9JsantwincmwasWMerlGJIcil1he
_aIlera"'lrwlorCt1MNerS(lI"IYOIw'lllhtaclrtu,irdSalggins
dF'aylht~~CaJblI"IEizabetll.oc'HeyJMSaIso

teYUed1h.1l1he TLIl'Itf NefwM:/lasCl:ll'MWlOl"leafwdBab,Vl5
tvfllCMe,<W1dIhatWamerBros III1l8rtsl8dll"l'possilIesplKlll
senes.Bab)olon5 CMadf.lhelifltlandIinalBabylDn5senesllt1le
IO~JanSI!WIClI"IlI"IItltUSll"lJnJa'yl998

..IoHIIEwoT ~andwrUrWl1hFredHoyttciltoe88Ctv$@fl!$

AFarNDl:w!ll!dl(I96111fld1t$5e(JIelTheAll6omeda~

(1962).~onl.Aupl.aged79 EkIl.~oceWl1hHo,4eIhe

lalerl'lCMisato'lSThesetlt$,tIt1Itregadedasdas5lCS .....odi.Io!da
.,o.ngJMC1wIsaelOlhetvll.ldera.EIot.wholladaSlrOll\lel'
rAllrc:eonIheSlall"ld_lheallOcireclfd.jN'l1hefrsl,was.
~eb'9BBCpn'IllarwhoIladI'MlUSIycrea:edlht8!lC'sirsl_

~senesW.vll"llhtA1rll"ll956,¥d__ OI'IpralJc:e
senesli.eThe.l.logl.4sirdThe TtlUI/e$hDoIefs"'-dl.dNl ....
l'IlerJt1lOl"l5ci1poilics,tlUSlnessaldSClSlCe.



ISPF Pull Out 01 Clarke

McAuley Wins Campbell
IntwlonHlsociIl«IwrilerIcontirl.J.lOdOl'ni·
nal. lht Jom W. Campbell MemcriII Award,
whichlhll\'1lilfwenltoPaulJ.IokAUIly'IFIIrY"
lanc1a1sothoewm"dlaslyllar'sClaI1laAward.
Tht 1995 Campbell was won by G,tg E"gln's
Permuu/ioilCilyandIl1996~_10SlepMn
But.·1 rMr_S/lii1r.lcJd1yooiededlll
.-..:l111<i'yCIII'fIUSIlKm$as.andlOld
Ans.il*""Thereowaslllol~__
_ IiJO'I'llCl'lIlIhl_IrIlt.a_omolol
iIIl.-tDc:sdu.landa~raIlr

AmIlic:I-....lobetlllolllt.iIIlgIIII
'O&-SCl'lE".... wl'iltprdesswJgllllllnonnalily-

Fduwoing"'dIiIlCl'llr.l;lrdlGlDr~

GokilfntI.lltlnlllnalicnllSc*aPtilcyFo!.n­
dabonhasdlciclldlDwihnwfromlhlAlllvC
ClaI1<tAwlrll. TheOlp'lilaliCl'lwasCI'IIollhI
kulder$oI""AwilfdamhasU$llllysupplilcl
lwoolltle$iljudgt$.llongsicllllwoeachllom
theBSFAlndllltl$FFOI.IIld3liorI.DrGoklsmilh
romsallwl$DlIIdlhlmostlr&qUenljudQts.

NegoIiIlionSIl' ooder way 10 find I
,epIlC1l1l1ltlolllllISPF.Ofgaristdby lIIf
Award MrWIso'iIlOf P~ KincIic1 In III
mllllllimt.lltjudgestorlhisyear'5Iwlld,lObe
g;...Utlyint"" ••
~ItIIBSFkTIIl}'I8rown.1ormIllr
lhePIf*btC* ....... EdlcronV«b'and
~cIMloping.. BSFAW'IIb •. ..,Dr
Andrew It 8ull1l. Jld F-...s E"dIDr ol
Vdlrand_llml«lllld)'N'lSljwdge
~ItIISF~JahnQult

~Award_andco-edib'atIhlSFand

FatWyE~.andF.iItlMende$ohn,

AssImIIFfIIInIE6IOrolfl:vUaa:n
·SI""ealflmlonlhlClarllfAw;IIlI'.p24

Scribble, Scribble, Scribble

Heinlein Scholared
7 JUL.Y ...·ould h.ave bfoen Robm A. Hrinltill.·s \nh
buthdar,and ...-asmarled by lht appt<Jrmce of rhtdebut
ISSUE' of 7N Hnnltm 1000f1lfl. a wmHdiolarly maglZllll
d""ott'd toHemleui studl&5· Echtor Blll Palterson told
Mllrn. "I am trym,l; toSla~tOlll a ~lory for 1M Him/mr
/,'UflllIl th.at \0111 ma~ell ~ablt 10 oKadenucs for pubh.
UlIOIl credit and yt'! of gmerallIlttrt'Sl10 the more
1II1elleclual Itvelsof Hetnlem fans".

Htllllelllsludies "can loosely be defined as popular and
scholarly wnhngs lhal see RAH·as an American (or 20th
centu,y) wnlerpnmarily, rather Ihan aSiI sctenct fiction

:f::g7:.:::~; ..=~,::::.":.~,:, ..re- William BUIToughs Dies
TMfitst48-~geIS5UeCOflt.1tnS.rtides-revJ$lngthe ~~~=~.:~

mytholbow Hemlelngotl/lloslwnhn&: traong the m" 'fQsl3_~cbwlglllslNlcr. __ GI
numreof.tum-of-the-centurynewageplulosopheron flrgs-lIIs!N;ladlktlan.lIIsl'lomoM:<uililyll
Hemlem; and estiIbhslung the lmportancf 0( ocrult Jd..as .. ndefn _. IIsl<n:tless Ilir~ l1l(I_
m HemleufslietJOl'l" T111.'Jure",lsoresearrnnotes.ablbh. lhooling or ... wile oU1ng it WAam T.....,.
ographyof rerent ('CJI\tnbulionstoRAHstudle5,.mda ::':.~~~=:Ol=
round-table loo~ at the wnler's predictions up 10 200), 0 erible in/k.ienet on $I WwIg and i1WlIle 1960s.
• Tht Hmlltln Icwmal. 56.50 UI US funds m( P&P, partll:liMly on Ntw W.YlI writers JOCh as J G
avaIlable from Bill PaUerson.112 North Crofl Av~uc. No Ballard and MictlaeI Moorrock. $I t4emtnls pI.1y
3, Los Angeles, CA 90048, USA. ~=i1rr::th::=t,:~wllidl. i'ldIKIe

Emo;lspR.I1221"",l.", ::::= 1.'E;;i~;B;adbUry
Rfy 8radbury jcQ I.ois WcMasiIr 1Il.;lId"

'lan"'cDonllcfsne>:lbookIlKinny.l.UhlmGc:k'aIl.lPliryI998.1l'5iMqJel-"'h~he·5liroeor-.-to~...:l5mln. SduiWli~~"imprirI.

I
«rInIe$lheskryolDrShepMdlonboMdtle....... ClIt«t).GqIolcAsl¥l(MlgWlfwlIhtChlgiztroe.,Alrail.,txpenIIeIIiI c1lI kir IuIdI il Api 1998. CUdIw 1n.t,.

~~iMld"'~Strena. f:::"'~~~="~~
·BrilnAlcissl5nowdllClt.Brown.whowlpmbhh~SOI!rIC8bookloWlllt.wa.s.ClHIriltenwiltl~Roger~ 1rnprirI1dIor..km ~"..-y
Pttw_land..nctlrdJdni~~J.IIIs~The1..-qotanE",¥ldwnusslrHSUt$. pIuMd...... '9W'5I.~InlIuy__

·NeilGaiman-~tql.nl/lOW~I'IMmacli·15'/11011w1gon" atNIi'IlO""-.nI_IUG,rr.d!l'Ih
ldIow-upl'llMltll~.ttr&ilrlelydilledrlllll""'SonoU.HeS<lYS. 6Ot,andlcanlAyhowllnod<ecl0lA1II1ltllbe
..... notbea5elJl8!IONrawwhtrebul ... 5hntlllct .. maI'Icharaaerl:.. p.bbtwIglWII.His_is~__ atWICl
atyol L.onclolf. He'salsobJsy~alikn tor W.,.llros. based on lhe !he wor\d.'.larn*;l has support from S&S's
'SaI'lliNn'~IlMlDulh Tht/ighCo5tollJw9.andlhere·sl~ "'-ging Ondcr. NictlWellb.w!lopubliShed
ilellalsodrll(l~_Hemakest'llSKIHlgdeOOlI'lAogefAyar(storttlcoowlgboopicol Bta<tuy I« panlhIf IlcIok$ in'" &Os ~s

=~:.~~~t~::~~~~TM Day! SwappetJ My Dad For TMOJ ;Z~=E'E;~~~1:S
'Pal~cia Anlhon~. author 01 the Ye!~!in&Clarke-l1ominated Ham Policeman.~ 'ead as a tHllag8t To food \halM is wnting IS
fIOlliledl.lercy'sChillketl,llJlInext\'1lartrom/Ja magically 11 .... is one oIlhose haPllY
·lanWabonl$about70,OOOworclsinlotll5nelll'l(M(.~S8IOO\Handin cbooveneslhalmakesont181llhatttlisislOfllt
2015 ConneaedlO~ifelhll SlOfle5"Secrel5·. aprecpJell'lOYtllapSlbl:lqtby publiS/WlIgOl9ltobem:u'
~and'Scars".schIl1llIdtorplblicaDOflilG«l'geZebrowslrls~ •...... W..,isil!he--:l_olEarIi9'l

~.=~::==.w:nl'l..W~~~~ =~~.~==rM==
r.rwerSf nlF'SFl1IIs1ht~wtlolosl¥lHcu. ThtGilWholoslHa'UIe·.1 rM/bwol W...,ilsseq.Jll$, "'I/al"
5/IOI'IskqaixU-.sm.AndI'lPolnlI'rosz)nskl •• p:.tishrIgaQlsttmsed SIlllIMei'l9 .. "'-'tlirsl:rud~.bdIn
SlO'yo*aKn~ tanwnll'$aboIAlIsnewIlMlQoadrCl'lplgtl8.¥ld 1or00000Of .... hftylor~_Jane.1
hUlW!bs.:!edew'.EdtohrTl_~bylls~t:lcujasA..~ " __."'-~leapallltplgll
athltp:IIW\1.kdsl.oet/..QIdey/watson.b~ $ht·SliJO'l'lllDbeDlllolIltO""·sblggilsl
·WarionZinmerBradley&OiaBlPuson·s1hePnesressdA"hUbeen~byvmvtorS15O.000:Brilistlandtranslalo1"'id:s~.
bmgltlet<UlllMncetllmorell\an~

·JonCoulleNyGrimwood·s~lOlhewel-/e<:8'Ml/llGoWrisl.ude(sl)agtJI.l1Jtin~htmrt:lModder.JonHYSYs

SI! in a Pacllc-based. mil'~-money buiI repka d Veriee and leaturl'$ alOlNpped Doge and 1l1ile d vampires .. :. Thn's also a
I'IfOhtUwebSlleathttp://w.I·cisar3S.deJlOn.co.uk.
• Frank M. Robinson iswrililg a 'ttlemalic' seqJeI to his li56nove1 The Power. called WaiMg .... Ideanwhie.FrandsFord CoppoIahas
booglt the f~m riglls to Aobin$Cl'l's Lambda·winning The Datk Bej'OOd the Stars. and February 1998 seel; Aobin$Cl'l and Lawrl!!lCe
DaYldson·sPtJpQ;Itu,,'ThtAtlolFictioIIMil~.apldorialhiSloryolptJpmagazines.

·FredlWarringl0'l'sDraculathelkldHdlsllJllhomP~lalerthisrear.hert'(l'llrib.JlCl'l10theDraakcenlenary

• Pal cadigan IS WOIUlgon r1leMi!o:.n<101LosfinSpicelorTun.torwtJchshe·st:JeMl'IllMIWIngltleprOliJctionteamaIShe\lperton
StuOos,andhastnshed&.mIaJ.herfir$lslnowl S«:I 1994'sCWkeWllYl8rf'oc«rt'sllJlltrom Voyager 1'1 1998
·SlormComtantinlllasdelweredltlelilalvobneollhe'Qlgon'b'iogy.SteailgSaaedFre.IOPet9W\-tdeal'Ml1ill.she·IWOIkIngwdh
OebbieBinslNdCl'l1hehrtard~·AlTIiIl.llIonpnonaky~torhde5pemelylriD;led.·

'GllhamJoyce I5wor1ongonSlomJwa/dler~ 'HolIW'9 10 cbwfl Ms Conslariroe's legs', he says. .lhWdbelllleasednul)'elf, whie
~15~lorl!lusetorgoodbellawllsomellllllll'CUld2024.

•WIIiIm BlI10n & IIichIIICIpotii.n:ohMWIshed "'*I.IfttIofA'oO\.
·EricB,ownhast:JeMbusy.CI'Ilopolhswo1ltorlheWflb·Woe$ct~·ssfboolls(sMpage20).He·scmenllyWOl'b1gCl'lllsntd

novel.'/IIOIIwIgde rMA6!tcyot5ea.andhasabW IdonnCl'lgOllI*'s~lII'4'iouslJflokges.-.dmagazqsin"nu1

!ewlllCl'lfts.~tIJ!rlOIIf,~SF.t.ikekHr(sSherIcd;HoImesiV'llhalogybRMn,storiesinlhec.non'QldsForJ<ids'

senes OOllOmenIlOfla/lJl'!lberollepnnllandlranslabOl\$.AsmalccIeclIonolkuSlorleS15llJl1llAl'IFrancel'lSeplember,andlls
IlMl Engrnemanl5oullllG.manylaler1llsyear
'PhilipG. Willlamso,l'sfinalvttrn.oIlu tllchantrnenl's Edc)e·lanUsyO'iogy. ThtSolJot"'<» ISllJlIi"crn Hl;d;erI'lJinualy 1998.
e~traetsareontisweblllealhltp:llw.I.bseuk.C01J/PGll/.Ahellhal?Hesays. ·AlterrmenlMllsolltlemedtYiJ!anwtlCllee1a
realitysMlccrningon.lklYelhtlreellolnollhem&dillYalmlielJ.andexpedloreturnllsomepcill'l1.tMCU1&nlpansaretorsome
eonl&mpcrilry or neilf-coruempcrary !ama~s se! in DUI own world. Qu, own world? Yes, bill warped. Not enctl)' i1S we ttwIk we know ~r

H.·sillsowtllkingonthetirslll1aseriesolchi~en·sr.cr.reIl,aboulSOllllavocaoopearl..moareBclualytleings!rOO1anolherdmensitl'l:

il'l a ver; seriouswcn:
·SIlel1S.Teppefhasdl/iYlrlldhfirsllhltol The Sl.m'nerSnakflo AYCI"l 111 lhe US.
•Sue Thomas haslinislled hetll'irdncM!l THE{fjNETMDFDESJRE,nowinlhe tiJchesolhlll agElll Sari Fls/Ier 11 A.. t.l Heith. You
canpreview.by~101ubda.lMlO .•ud.lIJd.or9nnandlllsili'9ilsWlualb:abon'87887Suesaysl·cannol$llJCllybecaled
soencelCon.S«:Il¥frt'lIilgntll'llMlcanhappenhereandOO\HCI'Iltlelnlemel.ftlekltleslOfyol-al~wnomeetl'l

c,ber~mgellDknoweadlCllhsltrtugllserll$ctllll""w1uaIpersooas.andfrol4l#lem.expbeslhepdelWlolaSOCll!ly

flhatIIllldbypeople"IlJSl..'IIIlhluthtrappngsctreal-lilebocies._b:lksIl .. cIecets'll!w:tla-eneYllallleI'lWlUllsoaely.
¥dalsoalh!e'llIitpiSSlOl'l5Wldwarmlnendshps'lltJctl_so~'SuewllalkabolAlhel'llMlallhe8lhnemalO'lil~

ctElea'lncAnsI'lChieigeI'lSaplember.andyouta1i'ldmoreolhet....,. .. bttp:llw.1.lllII(Itts.co.uk/·tDas
·GoIanczh;Mbou!jIlPIIAKlIIllIfs!inall'llOYDlmesI'lIls'WOfwchesolGo1-.1heS«:trtdEn¥nandShpsFromtle West
•B~ Stableford 15'/11011w1g CI'I a 1Mnsh (bJl: Sl.tcIe} nbC larwf ~'()~ I FIery GIocrn and Thee' torNIo1ht:aIWlg EIen
OilloJrandTemwntngdloiogyShn5.
··RobInHobb·{Meganl.l'lltoc*n)huIrishedShpoJl.I.9:ter~lhefntYDlJm.oIanewriogysell'lhllr·AssaSSl'l·WOI1d.



Many thanks to
Eizabeth&Paul~.KeithBrooke,Enc:

Blown, Brum SF Gtoup, Atdf1W M. 8utlfIf.
John Clute, Slephen Copeslllke, Gal)' Dalk.in.

JoFletchet.A1isonFteebairn,MetrylFlIiBfman.
.Ion Courtenay Grimwood, Artdy HeideI, Chris
Hill. JohnJarrold,SteveJeffery.John Kenny,

Paul Kincaid, Dave langlord, Paul J. McAuIe~.
Ken Macleod. l.Bfl MonlgomeOe. John Otam,
BiI Paherson, Mark P1urrrnef. Alldy Say,yer,

Mallreen Kincaid $peIef. Sue Thomas. Martin
Tudor. IanWatson.andSarah Yotke.

lAIN BANI-S was l(\ IOVLaI mood ....·hen he appeared on
RadiO fs CXstr/lsI~!I.IDlso on 24 August ~If you're so
!lNmaL" as~ed Sue Lawley........here do yOll fmd all
thest'twlstedanddepravedideasJ....Well,mytheoryls

If I didn't actually .....nte aboullhem I might do
th..m."

Lawley pomled out that SCIE'Il«' fictlon exISts in a
ghelto.1'hegeneroal vleWoftbemtKSlSthatlt'sfun.
butlrsnot IUlIy ....'OrIhyofserioosC'Ol'lSldera!lon. Do
YOU resent that)~ &nls bnstled: ~Yes,1 do actually ... 1
thmllts very much an FngllSh thmg. [tlunk there's
~hghtly more respect for tOOInoIogy and engmeenng LlI

Scotland, because of the separate educaoOll system.
There's an awlullot of people who\'" been to Oxbndge
and come out as hOpe!ess technophobe'S. It·s the whole
two-nations thing" "00 you Ihmk II"S one of the
reasons that you haven'tbeen shortlistl'd for the
BookerraskedLawley.~Possibly,yes.lthinkl·vepaid

my debt tosociet}' fothavmgstartl'd off with Tht-\\'IISP
f"-i(IrV by no.... E\'eniflheyhavebeen[good
enoughlthen lhe f.ct that I'm 01 senal rl"()ffender­
t'\'ervserondyearlwnttsoenrefictlon •• youslmply
,.Illll'l ~\1' rik> Iloobr Pnze to SOI'l'Il1OIW .....1'10 wntes
aboul big spaceshIps and laser cannon. It simply gIves
thf ....·ronglmprt'SSlOll~

HIS elght r«ord dIotces were:
• SlttltyeSp.an"Hares on the Mounlilm"
"I can't brim I'm choosmg Cl record for Dtsnl Isltind
/Ma 'lwt conlams lM lyncs 'Fo! dol de-hddleol-<lor."

• Jatkson Brown-Fora Danrer" I 5endawafl!sllOOllllabooslo l
"I always thought It was 'lulle profound . bnn~ Cl Chrit HiD
lump 10 my throot." Rook'. CoItagt,3 Lynch Hill,
• The Rezi1l05 "Cold Wars" Whilehurch, Hints., RG28 7ND

7:;~:SA~(;'~k~~il:;'7~~ "Bewart of the BeauhfuJ L_E_m_,,~,p_hj_lI_'._ot._,p~n_"_."_"---l

Strangt< ~~=~~~~=.=
-1 aetually know all tM words 10 IhlS record.- lbw 126 __ 10 pm my home ema atb'ess has
• Family "Meand My Fnend" et\ar"9!d 10 cpblllkottrpns!.oet. So ~ Inf oll'W
"Oneolrny real a1l-tilTK'favounteNnds ' ISllaround haw senl me 1lOlI'Nticrl5 by~ 11 fie last COI.flIe cl
m:lplaythisandferisonyformyself.- f'Il(I'CJs.or~)OoIhaY!senlM!nclonlheist

• Theme from lhe soundtracl. of Cry Frttdom. below,lhen.iswcrthreserOlglhem lO1tltnewadO'~ I
"BnngsmeOlllmgoose-bumps· ~lotany~lhismayhaVlcaused.h

• AI SttwMt -Roads to Moscuw· wtI'll happen agal'l,llc:nesll
• Warren levoR "Mohammed's RadlO- Noounations receiv&d solar ilfe as folows
After some hesitallon, he plumped for lhe Warren Best Novel
Zevon as the single record he'd take. HIs book was/us/ StephenButet' T/laII (Voyager: £16.99 hb)
Ih, Words, the romplete scriplS of the MMly PythOl1's Jack Delghton ASoo oIlhe Rock(Orbil: £5.99 pb)

FlyillgCirC1lstvsenl'S,and his luxury was the leather ~eli'~:'=~~~.~~vess,
front seatofa Porsche911: "It was suggested that I OM McKeanlSaIxtrYn:J1leWake(fllan:£12.99 lp)
rould have t1wwhokocaf. but I lhoughllhat would be kJohtl~Signsallle(Gobna.£16.99tD)
frustratulg. Sl.ttmg there on adesert tsland wIth nowhere Gwyneth Jone:s PhoetuCIN{Gcklcz. £1699N:1j
togolllltusklvelyar Qh. I'd belli tears. But.J!lst the rIl'llP__ ~WMIIer{legend.£1799Nl)

seat-lcovldSlttheregomgbmtlfl, anclsmellLngthal BrilnStlbleford~sCr"'(legend£16.99hbj

nICe leather sme1J."O TridlSullvanSomeCltIU1WaIdJCWrMe(Chln £16.99

rr====:===;i:"'-:---:--::--:---::-:--:-:-:-:-:-:--::--II ~~WltsonQadf{GoIanez £16.99hb)
• BAIAN AlDlSS made a M.IJlsINSPIAESQ1JAlIgustthelrdttpendtnlooSooday Jacll Womack Lefs Pr.JItteFUI\!reBehi'ldlls(Flamngo:

1I
1!!!!1II!!!~~~~lmischll!YOOs appearance in ranaprOOleolDonnaShirley,the55·year·oIdmanagerol £S.99pb)

the tondone(s Diary' see· NASA's Mars Explofation P~mme. nobng r.er lack 01 beard Bt5t Short SUlry

~~~~ ~:mNOI"ll~~~ :S~S:~nd~~ltIe:;=It~a~ E~_Byme~'(k!lIKlooe'~
mar1 red pIanel. AIM.s estIfledwamansIM.She·sa.rrer1lymwgngbee~ PaulKinCliid1.iSlDiyolIheCanwal-36Expos...-es', ~~=~~ ::S-::=-SC:~~~T~eor:: =~~AtWN~e"IThtTlwd

1"'~_;;;-_~"d'lePatmdermages ecc:n:mcsn'*8IlIt-belI5dlooI1l0lIrlyClliWlclllolIl:Jlrln. ~IIJ
wn""'*':medby~."~sorabOl"lwm.- she5l)'5.ftwuonlanllyrtiled.'MwIsheenrcledn IJIITuttIe'Sc:dSOI"llflilMnurW lI 91
~AldsslSlht .. dssenbng'oOtl!.lkeCassnt-anTroy aetonautlCalengnenngatCCJle9'! het~acMw 6e5tMwori:
!iellaslaul'lched .... ;vrHtercafllll29'llOpt(ftCltJered toklhef"'Grlscanlbeengneers.-\iell'I!ertstnM¥swas 8rilnFroudC4MJoITheWoodlWebyTen'iW~

pInIlrt:rn eartt*lg ~". He's ilpp¥enlIyknned APIUM. "'NplIedbyMluC Cl¥Qsbcdl TheSitldsolM.nOlbout (legend: £S.99 pb)
lht AssoaalKln to- tie Protedion and ln1egnty 01 'In UnspoilI a Mal1ian colony,whdl she read al the 0IQl! 01 12"and she IS Y1ch1e1WhelanCMtolTheGotlenKeybyMelal'ie
Mat5.'ltlresponselotheargumenlthalwemustlerra!orm~thalolhetlixr«lngs,Itvt'@areWOOl8flaOOOi'l@ Rawn,Jenri!erRobetsoo& KoateEIot (pan: £7.99 pb)
Mars. We donl want It 10 beccme a aeary suburb cl a terres· is 01 black man: 111s we that women have to w«k hardef tMn Ai you can see, we are startlng to gel a fairly soIld tist cl
trlOlldty:TheplectendedwilhquolestromlheCoondlforlhe mentogetaslar,becauseroostcllhemanalJ@fsaremen: noveIst\OW,blAwililO'lerhalltheyearglWleshot1 slories
PrOle<:lion 01 RaOlI England and the Tl6f B.it0lin Group,...me TV M,t,GAZlNES were the 5Ubjedol Pat Kane'li tNlln in and art'IIotkare a tittle tOO. According tolhe read8f survey
bc:(htookaltliliYetyS*iouslyindeed. theMeliasectionollheG!atlfaJon2U,jy,punjlIelIbrlhe nearly ha!! oI)'OIl tNd 1nIern!tIe, many read A$m:w's.

A1tyamedlonwilhAkiss'sIotlhcomrlgWhileMarsis,oI /8C$1lO11.rdlesolTht&.r('tletelMionm~wifJbig F&SFandAnaklg,iWIarunbetol)'OUaIsore.ldthe
«use.enii'eIy~ wordIloVlde..tTV(1orlcoollJkindolCllUdlpoulO").WIile ~~ WNthM)'OUreadhl'srrp-es-
AAntUA C. CuRKE ~lld on 88C2's The Wotb n fie II'lI 01 TM 8nf, ib Aqooand Prnttt. iI '10~ sed)'OUhsyear?Letmeknolll'
»y.oVIdlht<:llsfnol(IIVnMewcoUmol20»y1ll8tWllcl ewynoaltRl~oIl~IIS1IlIIOn.N114lSlderish fNIr. a wcrd 01 Q'IWIg: mIIOlIOlb on rusllhe
ll.lh'ernmbleinilsell.butspolOlfCUTlOwhodoesnldled RlhaIISlOIr~,e..tTV1lMnsi101mcnlocused lI'Allicallonintonnanprnednbot*s.~OIt111nlber
hit tOlas."A SHlrV«/f!l8fli;al. modest man 01 OIIrnoslSO. OIlIience-lIosespaced-outSll.ldetts,weekenclsIalilnand l'lOll'II'IaledNealSlephensorfsZo6ac.NowOllfnql~was

CllrbIS 01 BriIIsh upatn.ale!'lOW$(I inlergaladic;aly t;amous QlllltitI'orVsls(moslIymale)whoconsliWUKlandominlll inlpubilhedi1I988, .... CXMIfSlates'Fnlpubilhedn
thOII N world has come 10 lISSlJIIe Iim American. C.wl he be ~s wnous rile:s.It)'OUwanted to be ptin 0IbcM it. you'd say Gfeat BriWl in SiplI99T.lkn, 00. N:ulIylhtte was 01
one d tIlose IlOtOIbIn heroic enouo'!lO have lurned ck:MI'l that CIJt TVwasaceletrabonollheintantilt ... SomelUr BloomstuyeOtioninl988,$(I~isrlOleligible.(Al1hiSpoint

honouts? Hroot wh~ lhe omission?" I'm sure MM C. CIarke, consumers can seem /00 oJIiliIl. immersed in Ial"l1000y 0100 ltle I'd like to thank Simon Bissoo. ...me IV-st maoe me aware
CBE. Yo'l:Ud r.ave somell'lin9 ~pptopriatel~ modest to sa~ aboul wuk rusoning cl sci·~, hafi!lleS1 lfI'tIen remembering a child- Ibat this was the tI\Ie slOlte cl altairs.) So basically l you
that hoodbe!ore(esponsibililysetin-liIeasar:Uypen.~atan wish to nomnate 01 book which was publi$hed eI$ewtlere

MooEAN UFE Is RUBBISH FoIowing 0I"l tralllhe dangers convention: So lilete you go. you inlrie colIedion 01 some line wliet, beware! Ai always l you r.ave any
oISla'TrekoldialonreponedoninAbtnxl26,IheGu.lrrNn T~. cbJbtsllOfllilOl'.e¥PfWa~andlwl~
dep'essecIuslllby~areportlhallhe~wn K.Jewe101"llorllMlIDll'l!leHe.1I'l'1"1·sGa"cdI:-~ -ariiftl
-awngcomp.Mf~ .neladlyflewnewoayll\a.l mOIss-suadednflebehfdlOlttheidbe1rWpOr\edtoOlUFO
di'ri:s.1t:IbOIlX:O,d"ugs0-~m'{7Ai.qJSl) k101_ l'Ici1gbetn:lcomtllHaJt.8opp·wasbi*0I"l0l1lll5lHnash
IeSlIot lhe QUIIiId pootre;ader Or Mark GnfI"Jllls 01 oIUSpopoAlnrSttrWII'SIOSW7trk,X·ResIONU
NtCng'Iam Trn LmntydalmedlNl net adiids had been shoesloandobsetvedhowliyhlisetf1lSwnw.twposedlo
"Ihowntosec:refea'latn:lnr\Olla'llOlJ'llollhecetelwalspn;al OIlJ(caiext."YouQl"llrHlyrnqlllNth;apperlngn
lbd~OJ:Y.~.andsho'll'ed1Jei!lllln-soaaIycohesrYe,PSychc;;aJyupl9JtllrUn()l~lid,how
edaa-enalitleardeodotphinlewls" He uidthat 1ntemel inIiniIeIyfR!l!faDle~woJdbe.TheGroandCtudlolThe
alkidlon can be used to get diflerent e1teas, ~Sllike I"lCOlil"le PriscxIet? The Temple ~ Bawuss? The Protocols 01 the
Smokers get an earl~ morning Dlmlretrl the1r' tirsl CIgarette 01 Elders d Sitcom? We can but txood on the leitgeist and
the da~. but n the evtoog 'Nil r.ave one 10 reln Internet f&rlenllyhope:
a~ssaylhat1heygellheblggeslbuu"'theylirstlollon -ChrisTemn
eacn CiOIy" But I'i<tien awoay in the pleC8 was the inlormaum ,Will gtateflJ tllanks kI Elizabeth" P,uI Billing." Andy
NtGtM1sfhoultil1hOl1nolmotethanhal'p8fC8ltolllstl'$ Butler, and M;au,.." KinukI Spill«. Sfnd sI-18Iated
W8feacldicr!d.$(Inoneedlohl ~andGUlllQ$tIO'qTl!I'TifIlllhttt:fforilllidtrss.

Banks Marooned



------recent & forthcoming books-=
SaGsh poIUy a:l Gasp lkMr1Ily*1In WIIson Qoadeo (0 Sep; £16.99 hb. 287pp)- Fdowlg HatrI~ InIllher
lasl.iIlO\III'lg $lll'rk_ A~ onmn IS pildIed Iotww in line by ChdI. a device 10
probe Iile past He's pO:ed up by Tom Ryanandlls sisler Marywhoshellerflemaro.cny
!Oallr;lelllliJaniW1lionolajcurniliSlandanel.IRAlerrorisl--.tlousedtobllMary'sk!Yer
'Iher1ltleBrilistlsecurilybusge!inYolved.seernWVfinlentookilinglhernal

*Tom "'den The Harlequin's Dara (0 Sep: £16.99 llb, c.48W) - Fantasy. the 'FifSl
BodIct ltle Orokoo': a detxJt novel. ~·s se! in an 18ltl cerl!UI')' wor\cI 01 musJ<.ets andtwg,
socieIy.andlSdesaibedasblling"i1lhelraliliooctDa~Eti'9s".ArdenWlsbcmlWld

~upin~bulroor-liYlsinBt9rtooandledJnstll8d1Clef1Uytlefme

Gr..,-,StnlClf'dAcn:tssWltSelolSlns(Vi$ra:Sep(Rl985j;£S.99pb)
GiIiIn Kemp The Rorna-lyGDodSprlBoo/r(O Oct; £U9pb.cl92pp)- Clstgeruv
!MlSYspeIs"k\i.con:ies,~a'ldsmg.AB:Ihns-~fNdr;Iile\.hlb'
PnIleIlSQles.sogethbasileu.
Slephen Jones" tmid Sutlon (nl Oiwt TentlttZ(VjsU:Ocl;£S.99 pb) - Hm'or....
L.V.SurtOllA/llemlaIfr(Vista·OOCt:£5.99pb)-~horrar."aII:nglhlhsol

The~lII!lICCO"OOgloWhocilli~lrt:rnlhlllClorwhoplaysL.aForvenStMTItIt

SetnlhtHttY'fWS oIthenel1 cam.rywhenlhefnlblldlpreSldenttSus.wlaled
lheit's.mUSlVeeal'lhquakeitllhetJio..est, aootheU'ScoIapseslll!o~s secondCMlwar
And-~9Uessed~-orlyooemancanSilvelhewor\d.inlhiscaseaOOctorwhohas

jrod.lCedadeYlCfwhic/lwesaldiseases
AlanMoor.VOICeolfheFn(lndgo:0Ct:£5.99pbl

*TIfTJ Pratehell" Stephen Sriggs Thtt I.tJseen t.mwsq (My 1998 (Oct. £999 pb.
cl28pp.I.I-~I1IdIOCCl'IIf.~byPatAKiltIf,"lea!In5l1'1u4l5r4~

day in...,weell (Octedayj. a USl!IIA 1lIip00..wh-MorjxIrk. ilrId'!PJiclelll pIam 01
""'"-

*DIwWynneJonesDeepStcr!l(OOcl;£16.99Nl,cJ52ppI-AcUWCasy
PaUK..-neyTheHerl!ltKi'J9SlYim.Oc1,£5.99pbJ-FilUS)'.

*TenyPrItdlltt.ilJlO{1tJ¥;£16.99pb.~I-Pratdlen'slasl.bcdlb'GoIintz,hl
21S1[iscwor1dI'lO'>'el"AnewlardhasSlllaced,andsoha~oIdleuds.Andasr..oamves

march, CommanderlffnesllasjuSl afew ho:.nlOdealwrth.ainesoblg Ihere's no law
against ft. ~'s called 'Wa( DiSCWOl1d goes to war. with 11_ 01 ~r.es, waniors
hhermerl,squid,aooatleastoneverycampftlowef.'

VI
C

Gollancz-
IncldngVista.~

N. lee Wood FirldaI'S ~n'S (Vista: JU: (5,!f9 pbl - 5econd novel from the
C1ar"'e-nomir.a\edlUlhor.
DiInI WynneJontlA Sudden W.t1Maoic{VlSlI.: JuI; (5,99 pbj- ~19r
RebeceI Bradley 5cDl'1 J..ady(O 28Aug: £16099 Ilb. 32tW1 - Fantasy, seqJello:
RebeceI Biadley L.A;itGi'(28 AlJ:l; £5.99 pb, 288pp) - FItW)'."" 19r
SlephenJones(Il1)~e-~{Vlsl.a:028Aug(Rl!/9(lIS):£9.99lp,34Opp

1.)-ArGI.atorurlltriesr.spredbJH.P·I.cMltnIt~iQ.odeRamser~

NeiGamMl.loIil'IcralIlimselI. D. F. L-.KiIl Newmin ('bQ.onoeOl:Sby'Jd;YeoW').
[)aowl.M9onl.ttd1oIasFqle.MicNelMirsNllSnitlandott.l.Mby~~Wn'o

Mcf(ema, atldJm Pills.
S. P. Somtow Tht PMiMdFIC1etl WomI!l'I(V1Sta 28 Aug; 1:5.99 pb. lnpp)-CoI. at
hol'rorlliDaSySlMlti.-.Ncw96
HieholasRoyIt(ed.) A floo\oITlIOHa/YN(lrdgo.Aug.£599 pb}-AssooallOnllaothat..........

*PauIJ,McAulty5tcreIIiaIlll(ll1.ies(ViSla:Aug(Rl989);£5.99pbj-ReissuealMcAul!y's
seOO'ldnovel.~sIledilIheUSisOlIhfFaJandc:o-wFtifrolIhePtllipI(DictAward.

»""90
*JoeR.lanJdaIe8ld0lii(0Se9;E9.99lp.c256ppI-New~CdinscMlelllMll.wrth

filUsyri1Ynings.
CMslopherleeTatO;riandCi'ue5orl»(OOd:m.99hb,~I-~W'IIhf1e

c:ervnaryclO'aaAth~oIhadOrmostl$lClCYled""'fleecuc.

*PIUl J. MeA"'" 1/11 tM5I* Ccury (VilU. Sep. [5_99 pbl- Cd. oIlCAUey'l shorts.
NeilFetgulQ'l EIJf1iIhW__(lndgo Stp.1'6.99pb)-A5aoibanIl 'OIIen1lllOWlllllRl
lIJlIleYltWallatt2Olhcenb:lYEIlIJhhIle."-TMrmes

*P.uI J. MtAuIer Cliddhe River (0 Sep: £16_99hb, c32l:W)-1hefns8odlol
Conlklence', tkAlW(11rsl novel sD;e lfltQarke Award-wrmg FlifyfMrrJis i '.-Mln tile
se! mConMnce.1Il iIrtiIiciaI world III flI8lJ;Ieollhegalaxy.
CllIistophefWhyl.The Warloc::IIoIStTalhHm(OSep;£9.99lp)-HiSloricallarrlasyabcUlhe
QscoY8IYoIamanuseripldesaibingltlelilectawarlockbominltlelti40s.Wl1'11eledtresin

- Orbit/Legend - @I
~c.u,./t.fdnon. HeImmh1 ARROW

PaulStralhern TheBVkfelI(Arrow'OAIJg.£3.99eadl.96pp)-Ser-.dpop-$ClWlC:l
bcdlslodq.rnat«~Urwlgpcwu. TIlesar.&u.!,RIIafMty;Hfwlon'
GtMy. CID:. WMSOn' DHt ptNgow ,I ffs~ Tlrils1 , WIt~:
~'fladllhln.
N.E.Genge The IkJdticiIJAIIlenni.m CompotniM(CnJy. o 5ep; £9.99 tp, 268pp1.}
Charles Hll'lcty ""'IUwSpn(H~dWIson: 0 5ep: £12,99 rt. 268pp) - NorHielion
'lilmnngsdeooeandspritua1ily
JoIlnEvansGtxfsGi!llNrow:OOcl:£5.99pb)-FamasyllrileraboulananOerl:book
'III1'it:tIinvalvestwocontempcnrycharllClenlniuSlory.l...bnedIOCMBar'.oer.
SlephenFry~(HlfChinscIn:OOcl:m.99hb.32Opp1-Fry'sSlory.m·.

welerole:qUslons..*'es!sll'ldpris(lnterms"Io"lhe~lI1d~oIl'is

i'dDnCllSlbwmwardsprllinlo'QIN" lnotlllldya-dd'lg." Andwriling slrMs.
StepIlen Fry A.CaIq /fstIfy(Anow: Ocl; £5.99 pb. 32OppI- NlerNM fisIory. A
physal_qa'Un$ncauses" pnaUedeafld IoilIIr

*-'- Hrg\RI mfrlFoml(CtrUy 0 No¥: £l.99 ",320pp1-~SlCl:yin
IIItdI • pair d orpha'led female!III'II9M '~erIlJIllO ccnstrlI:l new Ms in •
posl-h:*lcauslWOl1d.'tIlAIJey.elartedlOrealseflal'tWl$ri:n·isperhapsrlOlting
IIllnrtran.ltlTIpOraI'yandlion..llqItsta1elhtwarldllasallDll'edus."He9andi¥esin
.mstinCalilorriaand1ead'lesEngisllandCreativeWrililg

*'Gabr!elKlng'ThtIW:1RoadlMOW:0t«N:£5.99pb.608pp)-A.rwnaIfarUsyaboul
Tag,anaiV9J'Ol,tlgeatca~edontopaltlcipateinlhe91!aleSla~reitlcathistOlY:to

saV9the~oItheCalsfromtheAlcherniSl.whoseekslobteedaGol<lefiCat.A1so

ftauesan\orl»llfol called Loves ADusltlln.1htma,pOne For Sorrow. and III escaped
taboolloryealW1\hillllllplarl:t1hefhead,'K"a-lg·IS.infad,.CllIablJalionbetween .... John
~andl1slonT.-paItI'lllrJantJolnson,lhtedtonaldfeclOlol1htVt1'fI9llst

~lhtp.bisllelwasll'lirWill"eol"'llhenlleyllol9'Jlflebook.

~Key

pb_~ hb_t\inIIack:1p_hdl~kJTnil)papatbadr. pp_tIl8I1
1.-~:ed.-edtectR(I)_I8l$SU8lrepririllr1lpldcaliondale)

>x_~lnVICD"I:to\:la~GN_GtaphicNoYel:.b_Audobook:YA.YOl.l'l!lW

coI,-S1orycolec:tion(sam,autIlor): wUh,_anlhology(citlererrtallthors)
*_HigI'iIIVlI '8l_E~or'sctloice O-FilstUKf(ition

Trtat'lJl\.l".dateswithCillltion,AI~edremiW'ksbyChrisTIllTan.

Oucodc:omll'olWllsllltlromplA:lishers·matenal·CMlI~

-1Jlanb; 10 I.IdlMJ. Crosslolhismex:bttp://VoN.•jctH.dNoa.oo.d:/topbd'.bu-

....... ""'.,., IORBITI If(JHI
Wnlng:~IO"'~IfW(ptf_dfrl~beilwtrY'fbtlA'fiallll.

*KenillclAod TheStnte-J(legend.7Aug;£5.99lp.322ppt~niar)-lolacleod's
S«O'IdIlOYll..hmestorykll'h:sh1.ThttSlarFrJdicn.~sI,Maa'sbcdlolfle
rearinl996.lIIldllY~feccrrwtle'lded.ThetraM"an.IlI'aClIromI1sI'llXlIlO¥lll,

ThttCassirl)o,Wt,nowpiJbacklOnlllEa.ste'.
*StephenP.ImefGtass(Orbjt:OAug:£5.99pb)-SI.Palme(ssea:nd11al'8l

l. E. Mod"ln. Jr FM] d MgeIs (0rtlIt:. SIp: £6.99 pb. 560pp) - SOence tanlny, a new
'Aeduce'rIOYII.Thiswas.ally~insimuttaneooshb.ndpblastFe!lniary.and~·s

nowgelling'seco'ldpbrelease.
HaydnMkldleton ThttKritjlf's VtrlQeara(U:lle,Brown: O'Sep:£16.99hb. 281pp}­
Third in the 'l.lorltedCyde· oI.-oticArtluill1 1anIasies.

*W.lltru. MiJler,JrSai1l!.etlollVandllltfbv WlI7\Il'l«)bl: 04Sep:m.99hb.
~-Onl1sdeathinM'lyl996,MilefhadodJCl:lfI1lIeted_rMACInld!b
l.t!lb::MV(1959),peNps flIposl-holocaustslory. n.lShl~(rw:llotawllled)
seqlIIl.andfQ9l_wul,l'{n$llldonmdea#lMilefIlAhonsed TIln'Y IliswIlot:Cllllplele
ltacardnglOlIe~lliswI·swodlwasmtedloll'1"'elflona1a:rril1.cloo·.

soweCll1~assune1halhltextlli~aI""s.

*Walt... U.IIiJ....,JrAC&'titb'!.IiJoMIl{Ortxl:.Sep{flI959).£5.99pb.355pp)-The
origInIlllOYlllgeualintlyreissue.Aea:mnended
Kale E1Hot Kiv:SDragM(O Sep:£15.99 hb. SoUpp)-Epc fal1asy. 't'OI. 1 01 'Crown 04
Stars'.
NlI/lCY McKenzl. 1l1li Hif1/ Queen ILegend: 0 Sep; £5.99 pb, «8~)- ArtMian farllaSy
c:oolinIJin;theS1oryol~~in1llllCJlildQ.een.

*Teny 8roob RIxmg ~ .. Demon (legend: 0 Sep; £16.99 hb, 608pp) - FlI1asy
a8illJSesrwade1htsnlilloWnalHopewell.IIinois.C!JkIwIalngtllbattle~~and

darkntuwtld:lmuslberesolYedbyIheFol.rthd!AJy
*JohnStOll'lln~rCownM'~{leqend o Ocl. £'99 pb. 21!iW}-Arc1l!wvoUne

t1flelu'norousl.usyseqJlrUbeptllllmedwFftyTI1'ftSRhdlmonJado:.
.ed!;Mnonflerb:tl,anddeadelOmake .t'l'CMeonhdlNpbytranspoo:'la1ga lihaew
IOIilefwUs}CandolSamela.""flIIIPC\lllltWksrw:lba'bwrlSartCOYel'fdtl_babr
ailflanhnald~ HarryHnsonIadded.srnilarfenel'lhsplllnclclydltl
TheT~rllll~(l968)

....chaelWhIl.UtQtl1llllte(\.lgend:OOd;£15.99hb.:»&pp)-AaIioNInon·kton
accanol5eTl. interste&arft9Jt.andlhlpossililiesolaienil,
PaltlS.rnellKaan!al<<:h(l~:ONov:£5,99pb,3804pp)-T.styspaoeopenl,secood

l'oIume 01 the 'Strider ChroOOes
Elil:abefh Moon DMded~ (Leqend: 0 Dee: £5.99 pb, 528pp) - Heroic fantasy.
bookr..ool'TheDeedalPaksenanion·.ln~Pw"ormersheel>'arm«,sdal.9'rt«1IlC!
now.seuanedfqrter.1rUlStobllllllglc'ilSingpllalln.



Jann, Wurb Fvpve Prwa (0 2' ~: £16.99 1tI, £9_99 !p) - Fantuy. fnl WllUne 01
·ManceollJgl'.[Incorreatyisledl'l MaIm- 126.)
C"rislopherToIkienThePtof:*solA6ltl!EarIh(Tdklen.\lg:£9.99!p,5OOpp)-TweIhh
lIndfinalvoll.rneol'TheHiSloryolr.t<iltElIrth·
Suha Miller Ladybrr/(O , Allg: £5.99 pb.382pp)-Fantasy CoIoralkHesiden1Milerhas
wnttenshllred-wl)'\dfantaSltSfI'lAnO-eNortoo·sW.ldI~bIAhereQ'@alesllefown,in

whlChamooarch'sdaug.terisllllmedlleirandsooinamale-dominllledreatm.S!1elslllVlloan
.mpossi.bIequeSltole1d1altaoon·sl!lXl .. andmustalsor~alllal'irgindespi1efri'JC!1

temp1abOfl"Nolttr1heprudsh:SlIysRaymondEFlljSl.
Slep11en Molslad Jndepe~ Dar Silent Zone (0 18 Allg: £16.99 hb) -"The authorised
(SlCjnoYelIJlheaM!f-UP'
Stepllen9aIlerVoyage(18Allg:£U9pt1j-PaperbackollileQarkeAwMd-Mrnr'liled
alIll1T1l111WluloryolNASA.

'i'SIfFlI*IB&I1er 1ian(0 2\ Aug: £16.99 hb. SBOAl)- Tht NASAlESAprobeCAsn IS
sdledMdloleadlSan.m·s/l'lOOl'lTiwli'l2OO<$.andherelliIlerposUatestlalllclSOMfS
ew:Iencelorlli'iVl'l(l'U-bisedlile.NASAlSmorb.rld.lInd~I01aIInger"'YPedslaer

ganItnoIlerandaslfonat.C PUi e-c.ratlSapporud106smdehShJltlelleeL 8IJlhe
n1JnavendlJPlKlelltlstnstNdleitfleageng5aIJ,m,Aj:doand~spaceeraftWllh

state-ol.....lrlledllOlogy. and, despte oppoSIlIllIIlrom Ihe miDy, 1I1asl'9iSP rnamed
massaonlOr~151a111Ch1d.

Thenlsalwaysbeenadarkandpesstnl5bClI'lderIowlOB.uter'swcd,m05l'l'lSilleperl\Jp$
1'1 The rmeShlp:s. bulher,_ .-nergesllly Andilgveslhtbookaoaskns/w!gpower, bolhl0
moYeandl091p·TheSlorylsllomficJtybleJk,I1S_lJlunandyunreflliltt'9y!JVII.9utOOn'l
De pUllJ1: ~ I'OOYe eY@l"been ITIOYed by IXlInliess bravery and doomed. klOish, mapieerll
enterpnses,eve.-lamentedtorwtm9l1havebeen.relldthislltartlelt,gIoriousllO'>'eI.Despite
50flIe cavils aboot the filial section. ifs tile edlor's chc:ice this Issue..
lesMarllnTheX-Files;FreshBooes(OSep;£3.99pbl-NoYetiSlltion
Mall Groenirog TheSMrlpsonsCompatVon(Harpeltollils:05ep:£14.99hb, l6Opp)-Al
MysBSFACQllrMleemeetng.lherewasmuc:lllisaJssionIJ TheSinpsons" lolaiJ"eEtI'sbWc
garden:.·sat....sy.0IC1T1'1libook.byoneollilesenes·ereators.gvesanepsode-by•
sodtaa:o..nloltheSlory.andportsCdalewjt*esl!lJlt\9l~ll'IlIYhavemissed.

EIlubell'lHindldlltmunll TheFTtflChrdll
(015Sep:£S.99~21~35ppDllf}-TIt-41

IofleanCirl8"series,relIlIed*tfn2ln1looll
iIlbspl'le. .wI!trun-TheFrendlfrwtl­
Cre.aIIdbramc.wNoll*llllllolhjlOQ"
aulIaln~.here'sllplCln'oIher.ThlI

railerlSanrJnamGehtrna.byL.ewis.....
HelenSlUrPhoOas(~.OSep:£6,99

pb. 32CW)-Non-lidIon 1CCOl.I'I100lhelatesl
saentJlic:tIrilng.
J. G. Ballard CocaMJe Nights IFlarrllngo: Srp
£699pb,336pp)-OetectJve~.

KlteWilhelmFolf/leDelenot/(HarpefCoIlins'O
Sep:£599 pb.352ppl-Assoaanonalc:our1room.....
DaltBrown FaJaI Tl!rWl(HarperC(ilins' 0 Sep,
£16.99 hb. <SSCWj - TectYloltYier atoJ: a Elizabeth Hand
lJS<hN ......
J. R R ToIkIen ThrHobbl(ToIlien. $ep: £2O.oohb. 304pp I.) - Newecilion, lusrated by
~l.N,Iomarll:tllIbooIl's6Otl~.Thepnceriseslo£25.ooUllJJn98.Also

~I'lNoverrilerlSac:clecllonol$llposlerstunll1ebook.ll(l2.99.

.IlMllibySkTTtAm{1$ep.£S.99p1ll-ConctJsiorlolfle·TrilUn·ugi.
Kathl'yn5.S!lIIItI.Kt 11wltlusfonhlil(O I Sep:£S.99p(1)-F.usy.A~rtll.mS
lOhercttiloodhome,aillle-tlghousewlldlC(ll'l\Jl'l$enlIanCeSlOl¥CaSyl;n:ls.SlWdIS
ll\MTIedlORa,mondE.FastIRdMsI'lSiVlDiego.
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! :::e;eb~IluIlef~)ta:.f*>'dOQ.trIlIoItllIlast'!'Jo'N'stnowwlshe

IndudmgHllrpoCollmJ.Flttmlllgo.Foolll'!#3 *~S:~~lOIlol~~Sep=£~r:)~~~.:

""""""'"*Kim Stanley Robi'tson At1~ (0 18 Sflp: £16.99lt1j- Near.fuUe eco-lhier A
ta<icaI~ gwp defends Arurag's dml 10 be lhe lisl wildImess
AobInSO:"'sIirslI'lOYelSlnCeMacdaimed·Mat$·lriogy*John Bnler 5WJIfy Klbd;; ABiogIaphy (Ha~s: 0 Ckt £2(1.00 hb. 352pp 1.)­
F~stbKlgtaphyl~uthonsed,oIcourse}0IIherllClllsMtmakerol2001.ACkx:IlwOOcOrlngll,

DrStrangeloveandthepossiblyt~-thouglm~oeIayed-Aland~pertOy5Last

~~~SB~~;;9a7n8)~~tr:~:=~~l~~~~\=ot~a~~~~
biogfaphyolSlep/lenspelberg
V.rious ReamsotToIien(ToIIr.lM: 0 Oet: £ll.991p. l«ppl.j-·lmagesolMidde Earth·
trom artists WldIKt'og AJan lee. JoI'n HowlI. Tid Nasmdh. Inger EdelIeki, plus atnall!lM"
IustralOll
WurieIG~ Fimaot(KarperColns: 0 Oct, (16.99 Ilb. 400pp) - Ndlerr«::alhooa"lrun!he
.....oITheT~

*DIfIieIWtImIInK(HafperCcIns'000,£1699Ilb,33lipp)-~ma

'IIIl.'I-Iln;Mn hterwre. 'lIS 1940 nI MIstI secr1!l ... .ktrl RiOJeIcm hu been
snJWed.lIsllWlOfldeadysecnt._IheUS.ICOtIWYhe~heknew rSICOI.nry
whereCh¥leslnct.~isPresidelt:wherep.delynctlngsn~.,",*,Jer.rs,

1!lIcks,Cannu1ls1sntnnded'llilhblellerK.AClllJ'IIIywllereKstandstorlCile,1Rd1or
KuKkixKlan."Insh-bcrnEasterm¥llecbndalNewcaslelhYer$llylorse'o'AYNf'betore
becorIwlgall.t-1WIIeWlller
Tom Baker \'rho M Eal'ltllS Tom BaMr?(KarperCdins 0 Oct: moo lib. 288pp 1)­
hitobi~,oIlhetleS1D'\'rhoaClor,1umllJ$\lOl.Is¥ldglonouslynriSCfee'l"

Doris lessing Walb'lg ~ the Shade (HirperCt*ls 0 Oe'l. £20.00 hb. 416pp) - 5eco!ld
YOIuneolLeSSlllg'saUlobtogla~"eovenngherlilelllloocloninthe50s

~F~~.~~~a:e~, ~920=6i~~t ~.99 pb) - FirSl volume 01 the·Srog 01 Ice

*GeorgeR. R.Uartin A CIasIl ofKilgs (0 6 0Cl; £16.99 hb. 672pp)-Acometcwerlhe
&rneIlandslelsIJ l!UdeI.1llA RobO SUlk, I erownUlhis)'OlJ'9head wibtlud<:yto......

*Petel A1kins &g l1ulder{HllrperCoh: 0 13 Oc!,l'16.!9 hb. 273Al)-DeIayedlrorn1<f/{
96,lhenFeb97,l!wI~97 AndrslinalyheN AKin~SlUIlingtale

an::emJIg VaInnI Dywt. VIClOJS doaked MI'p" oIlhe lurs~ tnaglImt Shnge
11riIs...noll'lll!erlllhesI'lIdS«1-day~ ...... tasC'NtOr!alsd)lIccmaa'lera
carerasttHesavesllJll1mallllg\ll!l"'lIt1ohebnlOfllnSlOdeatI,"lhewtilediehe'nga
leClInon1lenau,oIlhe~.oIreaitybef(ft1leFal.flelNeSl!Jlilcanceol'"

AIdwms!s'GrtYlW(Ifk-¥ldlheiJlPrOldw'lgrec:ordllllonollheiwlgWllhhdNd.'
0ysM goe5U1lOmab a 1ilm.1lig ltuldw". nI e:xnct~onb~.
liwe'pocIl-bom(nowL-osAngelesresidem)AIlonswruelllesereenplayslorllneollhtw
HeIraiset&n$,andllnlStasseandllO¥el:bfrslwas~.

Sharon Shinn Jovalt's N'f{JIII(211 Oet £5.99 pb)-Fif1lasyaboulleiglonandtlllhlrom a
riSlllg sw 01 Arnerican romantic tarttasy, much JnlsedtorherSl)ie.
Graham Edwards Dragot'lflame (0 21 Oct, £5,99 pil) - Dragon tilf1!as" third in me selles.
the f~SI, Drogonch;Jrm, 1$ now OOing made into an animated t'lIturll tiIm by Oarldlllion Fil"\I
E~ardswaslxlmtlSomerselandnowliYesinNottlnl1lam.

lUnknownJ~12Gehenna(00Cl;£5·!9pbl

Everelt OwIns The X·Fies 17; QInto/(O Od. £3,99 pb) - NoYelisa1lllll.
*ElizlbethHlnd Ginrnerrv(03Nov:£S.99pb)-ErOllCrriIerNIs/fltmlhe

llIICtl--p"Jiseaulhorol~"'Moon.'1lIS\999.TheWlDays,saysane.TheFrst.

damectMn. The clinalelSdelIdywarnWio.iWldll"dllrpnla*are IJ8Ilft'I9lcrlhe
twyolalIrwles.Jact~hwoMllasllURrypt.tisls,isdPJgafAlOS.T~

MarIowe, VRaar.lS dplgm loo rnarryOugs.. ManCanctylSwaIi!glO!;u Tnp·sd'lld.
an:IL.eaa-dThllptiscormg101o'Ilnwiflllslie--reslorilglillir.Trm- se..,newage
-*an:lilthotlett~"inagnlIllontafltuy-'ll'IJSltleh1WlleIJlIle
Gnnemg.°HandMsilMwle, wtidllhe"swea"sisgelWlghoUer".
Douglas E. W"lIltel (lld.jlotlllmUll(17 Now: £S99pt1l- LOedSlll'les SfII'lvm"s
decadesIJIle2Olhcenuy-,withalramingl'lOo'lllabyCM~.

, ,
!ldl6tlgBantam.Doubleday
DlvldGfmmrllWi'lterWam:tf$(90d.£599pb}-FalUsy.a·[)renai'llCMll
Ol't'id Genwnell Echoes 01 ftIf Great Song {[)r;U:,ledar 0 9 Oct. (15.99 hill - FiW'I\lIsy
PropheoesIJ~endIJthewo1dcomrtrue·"bdaIw_lashedtheplar'el.andanewlUage

daWfllld.Thetefl!UYl'YlnolIOl:'lC8gtal..-eSllUlJgledlOrebuildagarlSl h llSl'lll
birtlwnlldr.The1lWomoonsi(lpNl(llhesb!s.~a\llTiJlrM. __"

*JrtlNoooNymfitotnafm(OcdlleliJy090Cl:£15.99hb)-NewslllMl.selll1heIU'TNI
~-UlnMnheslrrolPclenan:l"'~~ TheCfyhnlS1olaIy6:lml'laled
byblollelylilMlt"Oorrwloac..·andb~bllwldll.'IltIdlIlas"'~·,

i1tSlCl'!l~oIbgame'sf!lllCNrw;s.wIIdlalowsftormllicl'llOmakalovelOlseI

lIndp'oc1Jcr'babrdatJ'A~oIl11l1lhsSlUde'lt5S1Udyll1eoddsandbegl'llsearchlorlht

IIcklennrysllJle$beIWldiltrl\lll'llll.*Jett Nooo AubnaIedAi:ef9Oc!. £6.99 ptI) -Aseq.leI- son oI-lOCamf's 'N!a' books,
c:onc:rrmgllrralt/ennnsinlhltatuouslultl"e.»I93
Krislifll Kall1fyn Ruse" Star Wan. Tht New RebeIi:to(lwtanr 9Oct. £4.99 pb}

Slan Nidlolls DaJ1r SIotn; TheA~ (Banlllm 09 Oct: £4.99 pIl) - r..., to the
paranoiac: Iv wies. '1961. VOl.l'lg andidWslic. Jo/ln l.oen9ardand Kinberleysayers come
lOWashingloo DC 10 share in Keooedy's Yisioo 01 a New Fron1ier. Theirlteamiss/lanered
when the, learn whllllies beIOO!d the gamoor • ada~ dliIillQ mystery. a cosnpiraq with the
Roswelincidentatilsr.ea~:

.l.nnel.k:ClIltreyFreedom·s~(90d:£5.99pb}-5e<:ondinlhe·e.ttIenI"sequenee

TenyPratc:hettSocJMusic{llNoY;£9.99l;1l-MiluSlrlllededdon.»-~~.SwJl95

TenyPratc:hettHogfi!tllf{llNov:£S.99pt1j-TheOiscwoMsSantapsnissing.Guess
..no·scaled"lo replace 1Im? HO HO HO .... Also 1'1 ab 11£8.50. »- /g:l

Rind I FlobinNiller Myslll The8oollolTi'AnI(8Now:£S.99pt1)-SeanlllOYlllisalionol
lhrconpull!fgame,wrdlerlbya~il1orS.The~preq.oeIlo"'glItllelS.

RlndIRoIlinWllllr- Mysl. TheBookdD1i(ElnP.08Now:rl7.991t1)
AnnrYcCattrryTht,..HitprrdPern(B¥t.amO.Hor.(l5.99hb1
TerryPratdletlVr)ft1$ls1rrs(llDec;£9.99!PI-kllustraltdedllon.»-Ftb89
rmolhyZlhnSWWn Tht~d"'Pasf(B¥t.am:OllOec; £12.99 Ilb)
Georgelucasl cmsa-nont Sl'rictJwDt-!(B¥t.am:l1 Dec;£5.99 ptI)-Fartasy.
seq.ltlIoS/Jad:NIA.b:n
Rober1RanklnThe8rlOllord0laflsaw~(DoobIeday:OllOec:£16.99It1)-Sf

CO'IIed1.inwhid1JtsusisdonedlrombloodonlheTlri'lShrwl1



.. ,
IncWng MilleMum, f'tIoef1ix. Weidenfeld. Dent, Everyman. DoJphin

nmothy Fenls The Whole Sllebang: A S!ilre-of.Ihe·Universe(~) Repel! (Weidenfeld &
NicoIson:OSep:£20.00hb.(t6PP)-Upsumofcurrenlastror.omical~

*Greg Egln Diaspora(O 15 Sep:£16.9Shb,£9.99.tp, 2S3pp+1Oppilll?x.l-J.J~. anew
Egann<Mli,Bylheendollt1e3OlhcenturyhumanityhasSjlreadoulrrto!heurwersealld
splilrrtoltllee:neshandbloodlun~s,'gle.snerrobol.sembodyingin<ividJaJMans.and
poIises'. superCOOlputerscon!ai009 billions 01 human mlflds. Andlhafs al I ean tell 1'00.- ..
Peter James The Truth(OSep;£16.99hb.£9.99Ip.576pp)-HorrOlnovelfromtheauthor
01 TheAJchemisr.inwhicllAJeislerCrClNley'sment()(Em~sarGtZiniappearslohall'!lretumed

tromlhecleadandlspa~awomanlohave1'iss.urrogalecl1i1d.

KennethF.Klple(&d,)PJague.P01.andPeslilence{Weidenfekl,OSep;£25,OOhb,176pp
iN,)-Pictl)l'1a1 hlSlory 01 diseases (sounds rummyl arod how lhey are spread
Roger MacBlide Alien lsaac Asinovs IJropa (Sep: (US pbl- ~~v 96
EllenDaHow(ed,lLethalKisses(Sep;l5.99j:tll-AAlh,oIsloriesoojealousyandrevenQe
Pa~1 M.Sammon FlJIlIreNoir: The Ma/liflg ofB/ade Runner(Sep: £9.99 pb, 442ppil.)>> 194
VarjOllsScienceMastrrs(Sep;£9.99ab,<'x9Om+book)-~OPUSnJlextVlllsionsola

ratheffine pop sciEflCE! se!'ies,andYe!YQOOdvalue. frtlesare Richard DawkiM River ();I of
EdeIl,RlchafdLeakeyThe~inofHumanJOnd,JohnO,BarrowTheQigVlO!the
lkIiverse. Paul Oavis TheLasrThrt!eMiooles. lan Slewart NallJre's MJmbers and Darnel C,
Dennen/(msafl.6'nds.
Mary Norton The Bonowers am!bus (Sep; £14.99 hb, 640pp i,) - Comains aD h:1UI'
Borrowef1'boo!l.s:Oril)"1arealsoiSSIJingthemsinglyat£3.9gead1,aDiluslratedbyDi~

S1anley,TheFantasyEncyclopediadesaibesThe8omlW9fSaS"Meolthemoder?~

olcnkten'sfantasy",andthisisbeingrt!lssuedlOtiel:1Wlthanewfea.tIlrefjmvernOl'lI1le~

Od: there's preV.wsly been a1992 BBC !'I series and a 1973 !'I m<Me. Norton, 'Iltlo ltedlll
1992,aJsowroteBed<nobsilfldBroomslidls.
LawreflceWfightT~,GenesandHumanNaIln(Weidenleld&Nicolsoo:OSep:£12.99

hb, 176W)-Non-flCtionaboulrecel1llesearchirtotwins
PhillpPalonTIlI~ilDreamlalld(OSep:£16.99hb,32Oppil,)~Subtitled"TheSecre1

Hislory of Area sr, a sceptical examinabon ol1he location's real 100e as, a tes1 ~te tor
aa.ancedairclaftandilsattractiOl'ltoll1eFoJMuldefsolthewQ(\d,'Iltlobefteveijharbours
alien remains and spacecrafl.[ApoIogiesforomiltinglhealllhoflasltrne.)

*James BUJton Pity (0 Od: £16.99 hb, 352;lllI- Follow-up to the extremely el!ective darll.
lantaSyTheWiSOOgTIl!e,AhaunteO-housesloryse1inllefrnorKlsey.DelayedfromJune
Joslein Gaarder Vila Brelis (PIloefiJ: 0 Od: £9.99 llb, 128WI - Gaarder IS a Norwegian
philosopher arod Ihe alJlh« ol ~e impressive fantasy So~'s. Worlo: and this sh~. novel
ror.cemsamanusaiplpo.rporhnglobea~ertoStAuguslmelromFklriaAemiIia,the

woman he reflOU;1cedlord1aslity('Sutnotyvt",ashetamrosly saJd)

_ Hodder & SloughIon -

IndudngNEL.Ccronet

MlchIelWilliamsAlJamanda(OSJIYI:£16.99hb)-FantasyfTomlhea\llhorofAtca<ty.
Court1leyBrownCosrnicVoyage(05Jun:£1699hbl-Non-.~c1iOl'l,Er,so.;Jol.'Nulbooks'

haveanundeniableappeal,andthisonehaseYer1maden1l'llO~B,Jllalllmla"

counesy of Joe McNally, brave man (see Ansible .lI!~. Brown,.whose PhD ~s ~aS1ered all
overlhelX1<'el" (and)'OlJ s/IoiJd a/waysbe suspaousdthat)ISl:1Ie1epatllk,CIJ(Iladwith
Marlfans,aIien'Greys',Jesus,1heBuQ:tla,God,andhi$deadAIYII~e(leadlt~youdor11

believe me), arod thinks thallhe wnters of Star Trek: TNG have lhl!ll' minds maripYlated by
ETstoromeupwithKleasfortheshow:"D~thelWOyearsllXll1Wctedlhereseard1tor

!his book, I wascllen struel<. by the simJlanties between many ol lhe ideas ... IIl1heshow
ST:TNG and the data obtair.ed abouI real ET aG1iviliestllroug, remoteviewin!l-" Blimey. se
tfrat'swherelheygellhoseaazy'deas
'RichaldBachman' The Regufalors (NEL: 19Jun;£5.99pb)-Horrorlromlheresurre<:led
Slephen King pseudor1\'T".
StevenSpruill Daug/llele'Oai/ulessINEL: 19JIJfl: £5,99 pbl-Horror
AmyStoul The RoyalFour(NEL: 0 19 Ju:1: £5,99 pb)- Fantasy.
PierleOueUetleTheThir</Pandemic(NEL:19Jun:£5,99pb)-TecMo-1hiiIIet'

*DavidWingrevefheManiageeftheLiYingDalt.(03Ju1:£16.99hb)-Theeiltrlhandfinal
Y'OIumeolWl1\,TO\'tl's'ChungKuo'series
MarkCanltf !AlMl tI Heal'&ll(O 3JuI; £16,99 1lb)-Slthriiler from lhea\l1llor of Embel.
DianeDuaneTheBoollolMghlWirhMoon(03Ju1;£16,99hb)-Volume1i'lanew
tantasy series, in which cats are revealed to be 1he seaet ru1ers.ol1hew«ld. .

*PautJohnston8od)'Potilic(03J~I:£16.99Ilb)-OebulslJcnmenovel.troma,newScoltish
wri1er,beingmarketedaslhenewlainBanks.'ftls2020,andEdn~~ISnt1'llinde~1.

Wher1aguesomeseriesolm~lsccrnmilted-1hefirslinIheCllyforliveyears-Ouin1

Dalrymple,anengagingyiconoclaslichero,iscaU~in.lnlracllingdown1hemlrdererhe
IJflCOY8rs atale ol 9'JY&fMlen1 eorruptIOl'l,seJ·s1avenngsand asenallriller'lltlospec:ialises 11

a ~rique lorm ol organ removal: Hodder have also bouljtll Jdv1stoo's second 'DaJrym~e'

oovel,due1Ill1lyear
Alan F.Allord Gods eflhe NewlJilJemium (0 3Ju1: £t6.99 llb)-Noo-tiction
Stephen King Desperation(NEL:17Jul:£S.99pb)-Horror.
PhilipG.Williamson~'sWorId(NEL:17JuI:£5.99pbl-Fan1asy,secondl'Olumeol

'Encl\antment'sEdge'

*ErlcBrown lkItouchable(Doiphin: 0 0cI: £9,99 hb. £3.50 pb, 112pp) Thirdilaseriesot
six IiIked YA f10YeIs usitlg tM World Wide W~ as atheme. ," 2027lht I~e 01 an Unt<lldl
able i'l NewOel!li is noImoo'l<ilferent from loday. But when Ana's broIher is kiaIapped. it's
the Webthal holds lhe secrel ofwhat's happenedl0 Mn: Thelourlh volume is:

*G,aham Joyca Sj:idertite (Ddphin: 0 Od; £9.99 llb, £3.50 pb, 112pp) -"Schoo/lime is
Webtime-ootConradflrdsheisbarredfromoneoftheedJcationsitesOl'ltheWeb.Jusl
whatis~taugrt1hefe,andcanheslopit?"

MlctlaelMOOfcockSlormbringer(0d:£6.99pb)
Hugh McDald & Davld OIiver Robot Warriols {O Od: m,99 hb, 208WII.)- Non-fietiorl
about the secrett~ of robot a~aall, indudng mi.dl recerrdy-dedassified Pentagon
inlGfll'lationandphotos

*lain Sinclair & Dave MtKean $tlw Chocolate Aulopsy(MilerriJm: 0 Od: £16.99 llb, £9,99
tp,20Sppill,)-Ulkedlantasyslories,ilustraledbyMcKean,aboulamanwhocanlral'el
ttTou~ lime but canl mM OUIside d london's b<:wJndaries. Subjects irdude Cmslop/lef
Marlowe'sdeathinDeplfordandthemurderolJacll'TtleHal'McVitieintheEastEnd
AlanBakerAlifln Conlact (0 Oct: £7,99 lp, 320pp)-Flf'Stinaseriesdtie·inswitl1the
SQ·Fi Channel OIl prO!1ammes examining "Inle tales ofl!le unex~ained'. Also available,
same details: John SperICfr UFO Sighfings and Keith lutt IJneJplained Hawl
Phencxnena. General edtor isJcm Spenoer,d1airmanolBUFORA.
Peler Cochrallll rip$1or rme Travellers (0 Od; £9.99 lp, 208pp) - Non·fiction trom the
headolBfsAdYancedTecMology&Appticationslivision,lookingatlheelfeelsdfutl.l"e
newlec/'lr'ldogYOl'lbusilessarldsodety.
Chrislopher Miles & John Julius Norwich Leve il r.e Ancient WOI1<1(Weidenleld: 0 Od;
£2O.00llb,176ppil.)-Piclorial !Pdelotcveand sex trom the NeoliIIric to Greece and
Rom<.
Adam Nlctlols The PaJaoo (Mi~enniIJn: 0 Od: £16.99 hb, £9,99 lp, 384ppI- Fanlasy, f~sl

111 anew senes
JamesBibtlyRooansRevenge(MiIlennkJm:ONov;£16.99Ilb,£9.99lp,32!lpp)-latesl
instalmerninlhelu'notXouslantasySoelies. Delayedlrom May.
Joslain Gaarder He&>?ISMj1Jody There?lO Oct; £10.00 hb, 128w)-Chikten'sbook
aboul S·year-oldJoe,whomeels upwilh an alien. "An IIOC!lanting slorythat opens up lhe
wondersollhellliYtfselord'ilQ-en.'
Graham Philpol The T~s (0 Od: £10.99 lib. 32pp il.) - YOl.l"Ig d1iIO"en's boolI
abouttheaeatureswho~insi<leeveryccrnpu1er

Y~onneNavalTl) Must 01 the Spears (Nov: £4.99 pb, 288W)- Lates! Aliens boolItaken
from the Darll Horse comics
WendyCooling (ed) OIllds For Kids (Dapl'lin:Nov:£1.00,8Opp)-Senesol YAanths
Includes Stared S~ff(horror), Serously Spooky (~OSlS), and (NI ef this WO/tI ('oirlual
reality)
Mercedes Lackey Stcrm Brealcing(Nov;£S.99pbj-Fantasy.
Mlcby Zucli:er Relthefl LasloIl/le Renshai(Nov; £S.99 pb)-Fantasy
TImSebastian lAtra(O Nov:£16,99hb,352ppj-TecModviIIeraboutlhechemicaland
bioIOli'calweapons used in the GuH War.

C.J.CherryhClorJd'sRider(NEL:17Ju1:£5,99pb}-SI
DavidSosnowski Rap/lJre(Scep1re:17Ju1: £6.99pb}-Slttriler
HarryTurtffdoVfWO/tIWar.S/rik6IgtlJeBalance(NEL:21Aug:£S.99pbl-Finalvol~e

01 Turtledow'sizards-ilYade-Earlh letra1ogy.
BrlanLumleyTlleC«npleal~(NEl;021Aug:£5.99pb)-Hcrror

A. A. Ananasio Cenllrils(O 28 Aug:£16.99 hb,437pp}-S1,a "'nOYeI tor the milletlrWm'.
Altanasio says ~'s 'a science ficlion epic that spans !he ten centuries between OIJ' own
apocalyplicage and the 1Ill1l mWleorMum. ll"s a bridge IOIhe !lIluristic era of Sois,myoovel
se101'1Marsalhousarldyearsi'llheftllure:
ChazBrenchlaY~IErranI(04Sep:£16.99llb)-Horror.

BenBo~aMoonwaI(045ep:£16.99rb)-Hardsl

PiersAnlhonyYonIlWind(NEL:1SSep;£S.99pb)-Farnasy
SimonClarkKII198lood(NEl:1S5ep:£S.99pb)-Horror.
COllrtneyBrownCosmitVoyage(NEL:18Sep:tH9p1i)-Seeabove.
SlephenLaws Chasm(02Od:£16.99hb)-Horror.
J. Q. Robb Raplure in Dea/h (0 2Od: £16.99 hb) - SI crime ttvilJer

*C. J. Cherryll FlIliIy's End(O 2Od; £16,99 til) - SI.
NigeIKernerTheSoogolI/leGreys(02Od:£16.99It1)~Non-fK::liOl'l

ChrlsCurryl.8\18113(02Od:£16.99hb}-Horror
J,D,Robb !tmlOI1a/ilVeaIh(NEL: 16 Od; £S.99 pb)-Sfairne lhrillar
DaI'idWingroveTheMarriageclrhelivingDarfl(NEl:160d;£5.99pb)-Thee9rthand
final vdume 01 WIIII}"O¥e's 'Chung Kuo'series
Diallll Duall8 TheBoollofNighI WithM:lon(NEL:16Od:£S99pb)-Fartasy.

*RoberI A. Halnlaln Starship Trocpers(NEL: 16 Od (R 19S9j: £S.99 pbl-Reissuedlo
con:idewitl11hedelayedfilm,Thisbook, Criginally intended as ajtNeoile bul rejeeted for lhis
market because rA ~sviolentconleot, is probably lesponsibletormors argumenlSi'l sl cilQes
lhan all)' olIler (warniog: here's my two-pen'orth). ftwon1heHugoin 1960,and~si'llloence is
stiR tell loday in the militanstit si ol David Drake and Jerry Poume!le, films such as
Terminator, and, more fl8IOOously, mthe ertreme n~H'mg ~berlanan militias new attive in
lheUSwhereit-alongwilhRAH'slaterandevenmoreobjedionableFamham'sFreehold­
servesasa kindofSOlttebookdparallCila and fear. In my opirVon,1 helped to warp main­
streamAmerican5f!ormanyyearsbytossilisirlll~intoa1950sCcldWarderiwdxenophobla

and denying ~ the prodJctive 'eJogamy' (as JoiYl Clutelerms ~j wticll came 10 tunamethe
genre when ~,ew up i'l El.l"op& Wring lhe 60s. However, it's undeniable thal 1he book is
immensely readable andlhrilling. ~s homoseJual subte.x1 is pemaps more obvious todily lhan
~wasin 1960,andthers's also the interestLng (and otlen lX1OOlil:ed) fad that Ihe proIagonist
is blac:k. ft's a book wtjch you should have lead (~only 10 dsagree with everything I've ;ust
said).Recomrnenl1ed
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Oublllmagazinespjllishldbe1ween 1819 arid 1838. inducing stories from EltltIard BiJ1wer.
let.1lalird:ln. Wiliam Cal1eton.James HoggandOltlefs.
UlktAshlty(ed} TheAC.frrvnoltlBookolNewSheftxtHotnftA~(RJ ..... OSep•
£699pb.512;Jp1-.tah.olliotlleHllsedSkQs.IIIarlY.-~idJdet.lid1ael

t.b:ro:Q.Encf!fown.H.RF l<ealllg, Basil Coppef and many mcre. lncUiesacomplele

......-*AmeWeCalfI'!'f,RkNrd WOOltsI JoIInKoweAl'»4Isqa/()agons(SiTDl& SdI.isler
6 Qcl:: £16.99 hb. 96pp1.)-Enonnous (29x37cm)l'IlMIeIlebyl.ltCal!ley'Wl\ll·Woods.
~byHowe.d1enllthesl)ieolOlhelarbStS.trsakullTaqlaagonsasan::eM!d

byvall(lJSIlAt"o'l-PralCllelLVoIen,Shepard(misspel\ld),TolIen,leGl.WlanclSO(ll_
withewactsfl"omth"WOIll. There's also I biOlioIraphv 01 mtXlem chgon·relaled books
JU'llnRlcflards The Doc/Of'Mlo flookalLisrs{BBC 6 Od. C5.99pb)
MikeTuekl!llRobe!tPImOoctlr'Mlo IIIega/AJien(BBC 6Od'C.99plll
Dal'idJ.HoweDr:lt:U"WIlo Iolon:stelS(BBC 6Od.£1599hb)
JohnPttl~~ WIIOI'lhel1altlis[BBC 6ClaC.99p1l)

*Pe!elF.Hlmitton JIIe~AtftemsI(MacmiIJn lOCla.m.t9hb.986pp+IOpp
~.I-Sean:lvabnloI'tIe'Ngll·,Oawn riogy;h!nwu TMRNity~
AnIhonJO'Heal' BtyondE......,(Odord. 0 Cla.C19.t9 hb. 2"ClppI-PdemlcJgan$l
hlJ8lldlO\!lpIanlunanbeha'otulll!Yllllxrlalytenns.
Slephen Jones(edIl'htMimmothBookolBestNewH:lrtor(RaI'\!n: 0 Qa.£6.99pb.
512pp)-NewedbooolthefJl'S1--l'alel\olrolanlh..WldlSlonesfl"omBri:e.Con:slantile.
FowieI.JainSinda~.J4ctIaelMarshaISmilll.Kat1Wa!.Jlllar.c:lOlhers

*Ion. & Pelf! Opi~ CiliIdI\!f1's Game~ Wirli Things (Oxford: 0 Od: £18,99~. 320pp 1,)­
HI!Ie's a tniy alien cullYre. and .·s one we've allived in. The Opies' rnl9'1ifteelll
investigationsintocttien·sClAlure(Thel.Olll&~oi5c:hoolc:tWaen.CIli:teIl:s

G.wnes 11 Stree/ & PIIyptIUI'Id (1969) and the 'MlIIllIIluI The Si"9'I9 Game (1985J)
ccndudes~hsvabnlibaJlgamesw!ld'luse~oIsomelorml1Wtlll5.jidls.

~~W1lIJandSOO'l. The~a1d*nn"paSlime$dlSknstwlg,

despU beIlglotalJVOOf!dor M!1 tupp'ftMCfbyad.b - somed beIlgplayedCilll be
nc.lbldllormanyc:ruies.Recanmended.
Iona &Pet\!fOpie(eds.1 JlleOx1otdl:liai:llalyalMn«yRl}mrs(Oxlm:I:Cla.£25.00hb,
560pp1.)-<M!I500m)'llll!S.SQ'l9S,~,k.tat»esaod~~bels.WllhrdeS(Il

thwOf9"ls, putishing history, itewyassociations. YariJlions, parodies, and paranels in
olh\!llanguages.5econdrevised~.

IonJ&PelerOpieThtOtIordMJrseryRllymeBoolc(Oxlord:0d:£15,9hb.238ppil,)_800
ruS8lYmymes.wilh0Wf6OCl~lusrrallOnS

t.liklAshIey(ed) Chllnd\!$a/IheRculdTIl*(RaYen:Qcl:;£5.99p1l. .u8jlpI_'SpecJaIy
~newltOll\!!SandrarerepnnlSloItheAlW'ulansdQ.-·CombJIorsIldude

lNl~F..,5ampscn.DarleI~andOChn.Forewon:lbyV~CIIapman.

Patl'kilkConnadl:Ahln:The~~(RMIlOd.£ti-99p1l.o&a:lppl-Epr;-_.
*GaIdneI DolUs (ed) BesfNewSF lO(RaI'\!n: o Od, £7.99 pll. 6ClllAl)- Newectbon 01

lhIirKhpensableilnlilal1h.,withllDriesmaer.ord.Kessel.Kress..McHt9\Park,
Reed. SWert:IeIg, Slerli~ JIld many c:et.s. fiJs a review 01 the)'QI, i'mIuable
rllCOOllTllfKledreadng lists. and eJcellem introO.>cti(lls. But I do wish they'd SOIl the
rllJl1beMg out Re<:oolmended
Simon ArmitIg.~lsicl (Fab«: 0 Od, £1.99 Ilb. £7.99 pIl.128pp)­
Peens buedllOlJlld AmQ"e'sdsc:owelyol the~~ a poweriIJ f\lssian
1elesalpth\!ln9Jltll996.AIsoIdJdtsJNrinl~JQJIoIc:tilten
bised(llfY\!ftsarW'.ldJlOlJIsoIar~.

lIIroslnKolubn.Rotrrpar}e(fablr.OQcl:.£7.99pll._)-PO\!l:Ili'nlllall'~

lIrIIlUIOlc9Sl.with"a~oIlhtwcrlcltlatowesumud1lDfIe~pu*vsol9osdl
aslolhe~oImodemscienc:e·.

PJlriek OIivellt (ed. .1IanS.1 PaI'ic:alatlrJ (WoMs CIassic:s. Od. £6.99 pi). 42Upp) - New
translation 01 lnda's eqmlenl ol MSDp's FabIts, "lead'i'lg lhe princ:ipIes 01 good
QOY\!IMl\!ll1andplJb:ie~lhroughlhemediumolaOOlalstories'

.M1chael COl (ed,) Twe/w T.les 01 rile Suptmatlmi/{OxI01d: Od: £4.99 pIl. 256~} - Anth
inc:kIciIgltFaoo.W.W.JJeObs.lk$RGltI,AN.Lt.U'lbyJlld~

Yieh_Cox(ed.jTweWeVd:loianGlnstSttnes[Oxtord:Oct:C··t9p1l.2S4IP1_.tah
n:t.dngIielYJJaones.l.tFaoo.MaIQ3IflClplwtMlllbEllfmls.V~Q'$ljjyanand......

*RJ RusstlI anq &9f(RlYen:Od. £S.99pll, 32OW1- DIIIr; 1a'WJ$I!lG.mg\hr
CalM Streel rm 11 SpW!ieIdstll9J.land~ l.orOJn. whn an AIrIentin
demonlu11el.anrRA~.a'l'OOdoojl'l\!Sl.agolemandaFasostonialolNew

TIlTlp!MsJreIlIoWn.FkIsstI.ll.ChOIoICtIesliIIDopsancl8clod,ISmakrogJ5Jl!uh_PauI
McAuleydescrileshimu'amaiOlnewt.alenl"arldh\!',beenwel-reYiewedbysudlasPl'Il!I
JamtS.EIlenDatlowolOM,andPl'l~AIkiIs

Gu,VJIlSJnI PWr(F.ber:O Od: £9,99 tp. 128ppj-VanSantisa USfilm·makeI. andttlis
firslrl(lYlljiJaIxluttheappealanceollwomesmeric)'tU'lgmenwhoawwn1OWn,ooeol
wIlcrnmaJbeadtaduollhe'riomln:ill'WOIkI.~Jac:kandMallihwGusno

tleitlllQ\d"weailglOhimlheseafllollhtPnlinnion'.
UichioK*ulJenniltr~&yondEiUII~OOd:t1.99,.2~1.1_

~ol~lIeorytcmOl'lllbINclngP'OPO'*ts(Kakulllllftl\!dIOl'ol
__I

HuwPrk:e TIIIf:S AtrattIlld~A::n(OJtOl'd: Od.l'9.99lp. 320W il)­
lrNIstIga:lionitotintilmodtmphysic:a.JoIlnGliDlsaysl'. °spltrdcfyplOl'Dt;llllYe •.• a
leasllorlheimagination·.
leur.nctlliles Docalr Who:AI8n BocftslBBC: 23 Nov: £4.99 pb)

-TheRest-
Robft1l. O'Connell Ride ollhl $econdHcKseman: The Bit1h and Death of War(OxlOfd: 0
..hA: C1999hb. 320ppil.) -Investigalion inlo ltle processes ~warfrcwn 5500ec 10 the.-",

*SIOffllConsllntineTlntHetikl5a11l1S1oml{MiuhlMeri'l"u,r4.50chap.,6OpplSBN
G-$5834S,I") - Sigllld CllI. 01 Wee 5hol15lOn8S. OUst Come AssmulJor.... '1iow~
ermenlc.n.lOtleT__ nlheprewllSly'~'Sl.ch.tic:eGrr,pblshorl

~ AViiibIe_~U'MlreWIY.KiI:5'lgkn.Oxm.OX52XA.Pnor

n:lldesplp.~payablelOb:eplm'

JaapGoud'miI'/iaI~x(Ox1«d:OU£1B_99hb.272ppil.I-ItSkrYoIlhertseardl

ruoAlDSaodltlfHIVW\15
Miehael Helm VI7UaI Reali5m (OxIord. O.'.ug: (17 99hb. 216pp iI.)-"Vlllual realism is an
anlorm¥ldawayl;(~W1lhlect'nol09'(,ar.clthl~book·sugge$tswaysolha!InOOI$l1l9

comp.JtersWdhcUlure·. Hernleaures., CaBloma.1!d IS !he author 01 Ei«:lricLangl.Jlgeand
The Melilj:/lysics 01 VRIaIRHfty.
J.R.R.ToIkiMThtHobbil(BBC"lSep.£2S.00ab,4hrs)-FiYtCOsplusbooliletancl
map. COl'.CMWlg tie 1968 RICio. ctamawan INUing p~ 0.-15 Silo. One CO
cabnS·~canposedHottiilINlSit·.

GaryRusselDl:lctr""o;o!.UnrssU1usua'(B6C:I 5ep:£'.99 pbl
PautLIOIIIIdDl:lctrVr1lo.Genocldt(BBC"1 Sep;t4.99pb)
StephenJonn CM!&rur'$A·ZdHctror(88C .Sep; [12.99 pb)
DaYic!F1lklnS1efilenI-VIl'krIg'sl.\'lrYer$e(BSC"'5ep;£19.99hb)
Raehel Atlfrley Spawtl,'T/le Ma/uflg 01 /M 1.bvie(Tllat1: 19 Sep: n.99 tp,I.)- ToOd
McFarlane's comicsc!1.r.cl8'I'i'nmI' mO'i'ie, arod this book lealures intet'i'iewswi\tl him and
lireclorMarlcDippe.OI'igiNI~ske!cn.s.ILMsplldetails.andj:lentyoloolour

ilJslratKrlS.CanalB-oomMcfllWleisnowntimated,lhanksKlSp.l!mandilslif'98o1
~(tors.lheSorr,PIa)'SlJbOl'lQalN! 5pMl:TlIeEtemalctJeea1yl998.anacUI
aninatol_O'IHBO.l'lc)lobeWOOh S75n6:n fluyltls book andmake hIn ncMrl
UelanieRlwn,JeMiletRobInonlKlIeEJiot TblGoi:IMKfy(p1lI. 19 $Ep: r79ipll.
1.071pp+:Jpp'Jl9.I-FatUS)' Andyes.NlpageQUllisCOlTflCl. ... $I!lin"a!and"'*e
oIkIaldlXuTlerUar\!l!IXIIdecIu~andwherellemembeualanelanWy.h

~, •• ~ablelomarJpJlalelrnt.SpiClIand,.aiyinlhl*artWOk.Slno

~.ob$e$wdwrthl'lsbe~COUSIIlS&aYe(h.\lapshetinsldeapai6'lg!fDlllIIIhd'I

5hema~n\!Y\!Iescape.,"CoYeI~b)'t.lid\aelWhelan.

Barr~ Cunlllle The Anoenl Cehs IOxfOld: 0 5ep: £25.00 hb. 400pp il.) - U~lo'da\e

aCCOlt1t 01 arc:tleological r\!stardl intolhe C. and Iroo N:Je rilabilanls 01 Westem ElJI~

IanlkEwan fnc1IM9Loi'\!(mthanCape o 5ep:£1599 hb.304Wj-The
cb.tJIHdgedlllleporll$IOJIlMSlOIY.bJl:taced~t.4cfwJn·sbdlelJllddalki!lJgl"lalion.

llyoo've.,oyedOrisPriest.tyM:£Q'l.
StfphenJJyGoukl~:SG'andiulVrtq.5ep:£8.99pll,2S6ppl-Ncn-ic:lal\!$$;lFS
O'IeYOLDoohnaneal'tlebeslsoen:ewrierslJOlJlll1

*Pet«CJtIyJadl~(f":OSep:£15.99Nl,32Oppl-Newl'lCMlllranhncud
AuslrU11J1Wls11m3l>'C,ealisl,whose 1lookIr...RW1g Ost:¥II'tJLl.dldaisrl(Jllrblrlg
Iilmed."AlhriIngslOlYoImesmerism.possession,dangerousbalgain:sand~loYein

VdooanlondCin"
JoanThlrsk~maIiveAgricvlftR:AHisIOl)'Fromthe8lackDearliloll1e~nID.ly

(OxfOld' 0 Sep: £25.00 hb, 370pp iI.j - How plesetll da~ \lends in agricuttlJIe wl!le
plef9Jrlldll~periods.DidyouknowlhalCal!lerineolAlagoni'n1lCedthefl"eshsaJad

IOlheUK'
Or!IanP... JlleNewlJl(faberOSep;£15.t9hb.~)-FanliSyabcdamagcal

book"'rQQeI~l~joI.meyfwa.9lTlJIkeyinseJretlala

secrm.P""Tl.rt.lIaean.dtll!n;tlo~""~andeat.r4°(NY

r....
*WibAshJey-(ed)~I'rt1oc1rni!s(Raven:OSep:£599tp.472ppl-kilh.a1

25 new stories. ead'! a mystety based ilIOI.Ild a Shakesgea.e p1a~ and its d1aracIers.
CootribuIOIS mlde Slep'len 8axteI rfs!llal man a93ll). Patricia McKilIip. P\!ll!l Trema)'f\\!
andol!1e1$,Soundsrltriguing.
Ronald Hullon TheStatioos alII1eSoo(OrlOld. Sep: £9.99tp, 560pp iI}- Ajoumey
1Iv0lJ!tl'tlel1ualyealllllrilm
SIua1A. Vpl BI!iMll1Il MagJc{OUOld: OSep.£IB.99hb.272ppil.I-~.
IISIlIlbehM:ilnlresearth.ol.",.~stibtIldSO~toGayandhowtlSlhenallnl

redolweklldentood~pocesses.

YidCl' WIby Ceti:lWrt1l(Jbven: 0 SIp: £U9le. 64ilP1-Shows 'howlDreaeaIe
Iorj'Ol.l'SelaspeclSolCfJlkdaiylile..sud1as~andpritnes.jeweIety.1ood1topl!5

andnalJnl~".

Jonalhan Glanoty (ed) Cily Futures (Jonathan Cape: 0 SIp: £20.00 hb. 2S4IP I.) ­
Non-licboncd,oIessa)'$(Il1heshapeol21slcenllJlylordon.lromthearcNteclswhowi
acI\JaII~ be builcing~.

lanPllIrIAnlnslaIlC801IheFinQfrposrlJonathanClpe:OSep:£16.99hb.6OBpp)-A
nudermystl!lyselill6605OUOld, with a cast olsdeotisls. c:rypl~s.

maIlemabaw.1IMdogIatIsandpdillcians.
JclniWi1dlelA~(Chalto&WinltJs:OSep.£16.99Nl.252pp)-lknow.lkrlOJISo

l'OUwanlJsaence--bonCCll'll\!dlOl'l?HI!IS«'l!l'Woodslcd'"nctJdeshh'Weaoe
SlaIc1lsr.pcutirWleinl:popaAnraer.:aIo .....1U::lear5}flflall..
AnI!lonyGtlfton TMFootnt!lt AQri::urfisboy(Faber:OSep,£12.99hb,l76ppj-TtIs
inbiplgbookiJ .. weI.a'-'OlYollhelotUm.lwondelIPrildle!lgetsalllllllion?
friyasaloorlole
Chri. bldickl Robert Mon1son (eds.l The Vampyrr 1JrIJ00000TaJesol!he /o/acatn
(WOI1d'sCla$$lC$: 5ep: £5,99 pb. c272pp)-Anth. olmacabfe storiestrom lMdon and
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Conffnuing our occasional series on American putiishers
Avon Books was founded In 19-41 by/ostph Meyers.a manwith-ttrribletastc,notonlyin
!lll'latulc, but In ....omen and l.'Vm in home furmslunp" ic(orQ.mg to a former «lmpelltor The
Imprinlwasthenunashamedlypulpyll1deslgnaro:!wnllllg,thooghdlltinguishedbylMMgthe
fllsl Illpuhhsi1 Raymond Chardll.'l' story colleo.'hons {now vl"l'y I'alwhle) and Iuvll\S A M('H1tt
00 thelT list A.,on was >OOIl l'mbroill'd in a la"'lull w,th PoeM! Books, who ami5€<! the
company 01 SleallJ1S the rocket Books lormal,dislmctll'epage-l'dge slauungand 1nl' Itrm
·pocke'!.sizeOOok', Avoo wor.,bul lost on appeal m 1942:Ihe1r ,esponst was !o change tne
rolCMJrollhe5lainar.dcarryonpubhslung.Bulafurlherappt'alml'l44resulledmAvOl1
wiruungag.lln,with Ihe rfSult that the Pocket Ilool<sformat waslhl'fl(e!OIth fair game.

Avon lIarted to outgrow Its pulPy, ongins. improvi,ng ~he ~tS(hy roVl'I, dl.'SlgtlS and
pubhs~ authors SIKh as lames M. CaU\, Agatha Chnsllf, SlIIda" LewIs. Wltllam Faulknl'l,
.....ilk,e Colllm. lames Hllton and DamOl1 Runyoo Now-rollectable Mies such as Al~," f,nlll5Y
IltrIJttandAnmf'P1ll1yNtIl¥ls",fre5larled,andinthe60sAvoobesanlobuildupitssfand
fanlasy hsl,unlil now it IS llIll'ol the lead."g US publishm in the field. issuing bolh hanlback,s

·ThebooksbelowshouldbeavaiJal*!lrM1impexlaoospecialiststoressucllasAndromeda
Jane L1ndskold W1leIl the Gods Ne Silent (.lun; $5.99 pb, 265!lPJ - AmiatNe I9lt lantasy,
All:lI.lqu$qu&-residoo! IXldskold's frith fI(l'iej and clstinguished by stroog female and ~agueIy

inelfectual maJe charaders (\hoo..9l!heYreal likeable), AliWI&rsetstlUtodscoverwhythe
worId'smagicdisappeared.inther.opeofcurin9hiswi!e'shss.Herecru~sRabble,afemale

wamor, and ltley join forces with atra~elling circl.Is. Variws aammres e!1SlJe. Usl«lId has al~

wrine!1ascholarlybiog-aphyolRogerZ~azny,andisWOl1dngMcompletinglWOrlCM!Ishalelt

unfirishe<lon his oeath in 1995 (see beIowlor thelirst of these)
Se~erna Park Spea/dng Dreams (.lun; $5.99 pb, 258pp) - SI, nominated for the Lambda
Award, Par1I MS in Battimore and ledlJres lor the WOfllen in SF' prC9am at Maryland
University.
Ron Sarll Legacyol the Ancients (Jun: 55,99 pb, 36SW) -Sciencefanlasy, Book Twool'The
Clvooides of Scar'ar.c:l set il apos1·hoIocaust US
Kevin Randle CcnspiJaq 01 Silence (JuI: $12.50 pb. 32(W) - UFO booIt Apparendy the US
!/OI'OOIfTIenthas tleeneonceatnsevidenceofa~envisitations, Well I never. Rande is desaibed
ol)'lllOforically, as a,rained US Air Force inteftigence olfice(

*William 8arlon & Mlchael Capobianeo AJ;ila (;en1alM'i (J~: $23.00 llb, 438ppl - AmtJjlious
hard si '<\ith a~manisticslant.thethird<:ollaboralionlrom Ihe authors 01 Iris and FeOow
TmwOer, Capobaneo, the President of the SFWA lives near Wasl1lnglon DC, and Barton In

Durham, NorlhCarojina,Aswshipsets outlortheeponymousslar,semindesperaUonbyan
Earth threatened with an irnminenl overpopAalion ai$ls. The small Ue'/lf awakef\ 10 find one O!
Iheir nt.mber dead, anddscover relics of a pair ol vanisl1lld civilisabons whose very alien
cuttureslheyinvestigateusingaldndcltimeviewff(someilterestingspeWalivesdencethere)
Meanwhile. membels ol1t1e UfI'/lI screw each otr.er joylessly and explicitiy, remember their
upl:ringing, and spies and lraitors emar9!!. M's nclan easy or pleasant read Ithere's a very
Brilisl100wnbeatairaOOutK,aIldthestj'leapp'oachesstream-cl~sciousnessattimes),bul

re'/lfardsperseveranceRecomrnendad
Slephen R. lawhead Gmi (JuI: 524,00 tt, 452)lp) - ArttvJrian fantasy IrOfll the
Ox1ord-resident alllhor 01 Christian fantasy,frfll1 in the'Pen<tagon'cyde

*HeilGaimanNeverwllera(M$24,oohb,336pp)-FitSlfL.f.lengIhproseworkfrOfl11hewriter
01 Sandnall, and based on the BBC !'I series shown ear1ler ttis year. Rea:II'I1mendlld.
James Alan Gardner Eq:endabie (J~: 55.99 pb, 337pp) - Sf, a debul novel frOfll an
On1ario-resident writer wtlo won 1he Grar.c:l Prizeil lI1e 19B9 writers ollheFultre' cootest, he's
also had stKwls il Asimov's, MJazilgand F&5F.lmereslinglor uslng t!Ia1 mostun·Affieriean
9'OOP,thedsatNedanddsfigured.asheroes.Theeoverdoesnotempha~sethis.

*NaneySpringer Fair Peri (JuI: 55.99 pb, 246pp)-Fantasy, a modem-dayretelling of1he
FrogPrilce·wrthasplen6deoverbyMatyGra*ePlompcivctc:eeIlutfyMurpl1y,S1~elIer

manquf, stumblesauossatalkingfTogwhodemandsakiss.Herrecen1e:tperienc:eol~alas

makes her leery. but Ilef llastly vaIIey·grt teeflage daU1lter has no such qualms. BriM.antly
fumy, humane and ilerale, lor sI1eerenjo',1nent FaifPeriishardto beat: t\9iY recommended,
Tom DellZ land$Jayer'sL3w(JuI:$5.99pb, t>93pp)-Fantasy,a·OavidSulivan'act.'enture{1
imagine Deitz hasnl seen The Splrt, or he miVTl have choSefl anothef name). The wa~5 be·
tween tI1e mysticlealms and the real world are bteakingdown-Faeriecan be seen in satellite

andpaperb.l{ks(undCTlhepalindtOfm(AvoNov~lIl1pnnt)

-(lmsTm'"

photographs. Evil property developers plan to use Kfor ronstruction, and Davy and his
companioos try to stop the imminent war between humans ar.c:l Higl King lu1l of Faerie
DaveDuncanFututelndefinHe(Aug:$23.oollb.334pp)-FaIltasy.finalvokJmeolThe
GreatGame'tr'Iogy.DuncanisaSeoltisll-tlomgeologiSlnowresidentinAlberta,Canada
and 1hIs <:oodudes the story of Edward Exeler. a young British sokier 01 WWl. who finds
that he is destined to be one of the rulers of Nextdoor, an a~emate world w!lere a
colledion of tlJrnans rule as gods

*J. R. DUMn Days 01 Cain (Aug: $23,00 llb, 326pp) - T1fl1e·tra~~ si, The Holocaust IS a
trighteninglyditrlCU~eYeflltowrite(andread)at>out.Missimplybeyond~rstandingfor

most 01 us-we preler to eover our e,.es, so ifs oIten awroac:hedotiiquely OImela
pIloricaIly (as I'l tlleGN Maus): settill9 a gerre novel ike D.lys 01 Ca.i'J in Auschwi1z ~self

is ahugerislt Its \lefUe antecedenls are dear, and indude Asimovs TheElldolEtemity,
Andersoo·s'TimePalrol·series.JohnVaf1ey's UJlemiIIm.andHaldeman's TheFOIfJvef
War(~se~a displaced Vietnam novel). Non-genre sources can be seen in1hll tibliography
01 works eonsuhed by Dunn. a military historian and assJstant ed1orof Thelntemaliona!
MrJitary Encydope6a: he's also had ntrnl!fOlJS si Slories pllblishe<l ~o some acclaim} in
Omni. Amazing and Asimo~'s. Praise lor the novel also graces the very beauli1ullXlVef.
Iromsomehiglly-reS\lfdedauthorsindudngTimPowersaf\CIMallfeerlF.McHug.

TheeourseofIliSlOf)'-describedinbtulallybleaktermsasa'Greal~'oldealh,

murder. palfland wttering- ispdiced by an el~e recuitedlrOfll past andM\lre human
CI'o'ilisationsinordertoprotedtheexistenceolthe·Moie1Y.lheChardin·eSlJletolalmif\CI
al the Omega PCi4nl 01 the ~se Ironically and Le Can'Hke. what they mostly proted
histOf)'lrornareanemplsal alteration b~renegadesfromtheifown I1IJmber, woo are ine'vI.
tabty deeply aftected by the horrors they 'Nitness,lrom firsl century Jer1Jsalem to the Insl1
famineloAuschwilZfoCamboOaandbe)'Ofld,NmaL.ewin.atwaysseenillrou1lolher's·
f\'e5,isonesuchrenegade,describedas'saintlyb'/manyolllefforrnercornrades
(feligiousrn~pervaOOsthenovel);afterfailedanemptstokillHi~eratvariouspointsin

hiscaretrslleandlleffojklwersanempttoexpt.n9!!thedeathcamps1romhistOf)'wectly
and she enters Au$dlwi1z as an irmate. The book bec:omes ifllensety harrowing

The apparently Nazi-1ike Moiety operalive Gaspar James Is given thejobclfl!COYering
Lewin,AGennanderkattMcampanemptSlorela~sorneshredsofhornanilyamidstthe

slaughter. Alemale inmalestn;gglestoWe,andstaysane, frOfl1 day to day. Thewrtting is
necessari'yllalwllendesaibinglt1ecamp, clippedandbtulallortheMoeityopera1ives
And finaDy, despite some lingering unease, the book is justified - ~ is possible 10 wnIl! a
genre novel abouttM Holocausl. Everydlaratter is aflec:ted,wounded,bywhatthey see
anddo;thereisnoIOlgetting.HightyfKOfllmended
RogefZelazny& JaneLindskoldDoonetjadr(Aug;S24.00hb.502pp)-VRsi
Paul J, McAuley Faifylalld 1A!Jg: 55.99 pb. 405pp+l5!lP tra~lIf) - The 1996 Clan..e
Award-winning novel. The trail&r is an extrad lrom ClikloItheRivef,
IanNcDoweIIMerlifl·sGiIl(A!Jg:55.99pb,25tpp)-EarthyArthurianlantasy,~to

MJrdred'sCurre.
DaveDuncan Presenl TenselAug:$5,if9pb,418pp)-FantasY,secOf1dYOlumeol'The
Great Game'.
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and win aT-shirt!
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Ma/rix
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leeds. \'/est Yorkshire, LS4 2HS. UK
or ema~ bsfa@enterprise.net

Of tal 01327 361661
lmar...lrlg ema,ls and/ales clear1yFor Malnll

L&tt",s'r,aybe~ti!'d ltyOudort,.,antyWtuliaOO'es~

pnr-tedpoeaS€lnOcatetMclearlyAnotlrnoos1etl('f\will
bepnnledallneedolOfsdlscrellOn

FI'lJffI)onColllttnayCrim"oood
JOll,hl.rdcopy.cltyscapt,t'O,ut

I'm proNbIy gout8 to~ shot down in fbmes, but
whalthf'heII ..

In 'POInts Ansmg' IM J26 plJj there's a comment
that sf is betng marginallSed becallSe a number of
books (mine amoog th('lll.) are being marketed as cult.
Yet, "the function of the popular media is to rcinforce
stereotypes~. according to an answer to Philip Mu]·
dJWJ1ey's letter asl;mg Ifwe'rE'.11l surne.Jsy targets.

So why not help create a poschvt' stereotype of sf as
hlp,ruIl, happerung? (Choose your own dldM!.) 11 has
lobeapluspeMlifsomeoneoutstdesl~tslOread

left Noon or Paul MrAuley. And if SOI'IWOIW reads
Stephenson's bnlhant DillIIMd Agt because It's a
clever reworking of thl.' Victonan novtl rathl.'1 than
becaust it's about nanotl.'1:h, thl'l1good-at least
they're reading sf.

Trying to grab non-sfreadl.'rscan<trtallybl.'said to
bl.' margmahSlIlg thl.' Jl'St of us. Can It? No doubt
SOlJ1l'One wllltl.'ll me I'm wrong!

BnlhantlSSlM'oIMllnJ,ilSillwilys.*·lM,.,.,., DI$ IrIOR' _ o(WdImt mJ IIIlIrtnlllt­
"YP',;,,_OI5t5-/lmrconctrlldolllllMolwlrhofs!
Ir5tllffsllttlilbel's! 1I111r/'sbrnlt IMrgm.listd,rtjtdtd,
1I1ongwilhlhtgrnrr'sllislory.ndlhrsubcullurtllrafs
!/ur,wrrdi, ... Ot,'1Ns'llIr~pulars'mDlypro!ilrcl'llr
Guardianl'/«tOl1ll1il1 f!llIIb "/Xlrlrdol1in M 126,p6J.
Whm u~ 1,11: aI-!wl 'sf lU' IIINtJ ~nJtlhing tlllirrly
dlftrrn"Olllr'5ci-fi'~brloorJO!thtlllllSSmtdil:injld,

PttwrrntanlSprrosr!ylJw:rsrtindofrrorbIMI.",-rlo
brllmntlltrWwl ttJll«ltd,/tmn:5f- SDffIJ, SCI-fi -/Ilk
.,pltd dtfytodlrTrekdrrd.tJd IJirlmlbrllrobmltllr
"'lndUsscwd<frntm:ofwrtrropS-

YOlI'" .bscIlllt/y riglrl: Clmnll sf IS ""ip, ctlll,
happrrlinf·'Sci-fi'lIIO$lhfinilrlyisnot.W!lichiswhy,of
cOlltsr,puIllJcisIsfighlslryo!'hrlabrl. NOIsinctthtNtw
W,Il!t o[ tht 60s - whl'll Iht gtllrt IIllptlWlUlltly
5tlf-illljlWa/lltfottilrollldmaitlllllchllsro[il -Niss[
bttn~d1minltt,.Jparlo[Jhruifztisl(pPlldllWc.rr

~ylllllnt-",bllffflt'-llttllllllrnn/lnnJ.T1Itdlfftrmrt

_lSt"'i"sllOttllrJ"C1II~Jrlw.,trt]tdlll:tltr

"f WJrl,bwtllttmrrit1rmCllffl'lltllll"ltnsITtlfWSlfy
folWwing In elm IIld si",": sftrAdll","S, ~Ill.ppfy!n:

IItUISunJllnSsofllltraryamlrnamdctllluralgu"llrrnrn;
-1It1JIIIty.,tll(l/trj«lingthtgturr"sJrislory./&ckilllllr
6OslhttrlllJslrsshislory, ojrourst IIndthrawilablt
mtrltls arid trlll1ilio"s lmt nlosl/yprtttydilt, 1I11!Jlil1Y.
Thttr's·p/6yfwl.rgummllltllllatfirsls!lWtrdisnDl
Franktnstl'lll Of The Time Madune, ~ul Alfrtd E/tsIrr's
The DemolIShed Malt YOlI Cln ~fIy ipou III!JIhm:
wnllntprWJrhll1llll •. J

1IlIlIlIbs«ultsrnst,/Ill,ltdon,,'trtlllyftltlrrwltIIt
MMIS,.rtd of rotlrsr/ 1M'romrIM1L'idnrt'fldrnJrrpllllll
(llII-tl/"grnrtpublicllionllllli protnotlOn brlnp, I jv$tftrl
luxwtlyrrsntlfwllltllsj-IJrrgoodslllff.tltrrraIMacltoJ
alltll't'Tt-lsbtingstolmlltldpaSStdo!'1SSOItU'Ihingtlst,
wmdhinxd,fillil,ly-NOT·thal·tltrdy·sd-fi-Slw!f.MisoWto-

ptIlIlrd,'IIJ usrJwrlMlltllCknowitllgrmtlft l"lllt"lIrffll'SS. dOlllllllmyfl1b!
Scitr,cr fiction is NUIS IIIlsprisi<mrd. I doo't remember buymg my 6rst book. bul 1

Bill this is 1111 cid, old romplaint, And Iltrt CflltUTY it'll rerrll.'mbtr choosing them. Whl'l I was rathl.'1 young I
N'tt~tloldtr. used 10 beallowoo to chOOSl.' onl.' book a wtek which

M.,k Plummtr Ms • rommtlfl on gfllrt u>illt rrsprd my mother would buy for me, and I got an extra book
1o thtClIlrtrAU"llrd ill was good at thedenhsts. I lISl'd logo 10 the library
fTOJ/lMukPlllmmtt with myard and my mottll'r'sso I could get 16boob

14NottlrnyRlvd,C~,SN""y,CRD6JR oulilt onct'- 8 from tbeildult sectton Then I used to
It's iI moot poIIlt, but 11 could be So1Id that Jdf Noon's walk hc:trnt very slowly rNdLng the lop book alllbe
VUtl, whICh won Ihl.' Oarl.l.' Award U\ 1994, was as way. I still US!' libranes and on !humay I got
much a ·non-gmre· book as the prl'ViollS year's Charlotte, my Il'n-month-old daughter, hl.'1 6rst library
wiMl.'r, Margl.' PIl.'rCY'S ~ly oj Glllss; nl.'ither was card. I wonder how many years It will be until shl."s
publIShed as an sf novel and Noon, unlike Picrcy, had borrowmgmylibrarycardbecaUSl.'shl."srl.'adal1thl.'11.'
no sf track rrrord at the timr of his win. Both books isthat'sworthreadinginlhechildren'ssecnon?*

""l.'re,kowever,subffiltlooandnotcalledUlbythl.'jury FrolllOlireBtillty
so SOlrll.'body at Ihl.'lr re>pedlvt pubhshl'fS n.'COgJItStd 26 NorthAmplon &»d, Croydon, Sllrlty, CRO?HA
ansll.'ltmentthertm.~ lp.utKularlyenfOYoo8lunandurohne'srolumn.al-
• MItt llnIrsi.ly nrzItds I" nott Ilwl lit IPti • snt'Ill: though I don't lIunk. they'vt solved myamunulal10n
lW8'"",IttClarI.tAlWrJlmfwlllllfof,IttSffouIIIWIOIrJ problems; IdOll't havethl.' nund-sd or Slrength of wdl
U\VtllUholllltboobllrllltlftlOllSlt'llIl. StY pagt 20 pr 10 CUlVU'ICe myself to berome iI colJerctor my lTlOJ!

mort l\lItfmrnl 011 tlrr Clan, Amlllf than I do 10 reslsl books III thl.' first plilCl'. Although
Tooth.., t/lIIlt(rs, Hm'SlIlItllt m~lttllllg idea: Brian's dl.'finition of his collection ("tht books I want

From WlyneSI.mford 10 own (at the moment)") is a nicely tongue-in""Ch~k

31 Add~1I Rwd, Froltl/', Sommrt, BAJlINJ way to manipulate thl.' lmniT\ology, if not to control
Wcll. I have nl."Vl.'1 III mycreilm puffSl.'en such a Ihmg Ihl.' books! Hope to see mort of their coluoms III
is the rnembefslup sun·ey.1lIoonung bNutiful! IIIunI: future,
iI fair propomon 01 us are completely barking, though! Good COVl'f'agt of the Clirtte Award ilS wcll. and
Thilt IS the only JlOSSIblttxplallilllon for some of the nice 10 haW' the photos 11\. GIiId to see you look puy
ildvene comments ated. Has myont thought of mar. 00 Dave loIngford by not pubhslung Ius photograph
kmngarangl.'ofdartboardsWlththl.'editors'filCeon thishme-ilndlhl.'Simethoughtroverslhl.'harstilff
them? I think there has 10 bl.' a confusion III SOlllI.' of FlShhAl.'1 Catermg.
minds about thtdiffert'flce between fannishness and I wasinteresled tosee/ennifl.'1Swtft'ssuggeshons
thl.' simpll.' absence of rontl'l1t-freely slick,fashionably on promotions-oncewehavestocksofthl.'nl.'wIl.'ilf-
ironic joumobabbll.' (guess who is nol a regular rl.'ilder Id, wl."d also bl.' very keen to hl.'lr from any members
ofSFX!). who are prepared to take a supply and ketpthl.'ir1oca1
ITokJlirtoIMtJiIOt$,llttslln~ptrbp$lpptllrtdsknu- book/romK/~ shops and libnnt'5.stoded up WIth
td IS 1ft' dun'I lISt '* dIIi ~ Il\'tf Jflling ngld, T1lt nyers. The COIl\IIUtll'l"S qUIlt spmd OUI, but we (ft-

:::;;;olndlw~~~~~":~~~.t;': ~t~~w':~~~everyatyUltheUK.never
fitldoulwh.lt1ft"rtgtllmgrvtOllg.] ,------------,

Iss:;I~~·:~~~~~~rcah~I:~:\~~"~~~r~, Ten Years Ago ...
section, Twice a yl.'ar was far loo rare a sighting of the ~: ;~~lts:J..7 ~~:~~:;~lhf(::7~~
Julil.' Vennl.'r I Guru Carol Ann Kerry Green phtnom- Speller) oilier terore as Marit dot,~ iI specs.lt
l.'OOfl. The Brian Ameringtn I CU'o'lIll' Mul1an slot issue procb:led tor h !lngltrIl Wcwkk:cn. 'BSFA
kloksasifitWl11btUltl'l't'Sttng,Myanswtr,attllt Co-()dnRlrPallKnellll'lf'lUelW'li'ltrocb:loly~torthe

moll'll'f\l,10 lhI'lIlvilSKlflofthe shl.'If-spactsnatchtrslS tqled-Ior nb 01 new menars: tie Il'lOSf sucfl~
hmJtlngmyselfloshortstones.Citsloutlbestranghng 5dcrls, flICf9ll5l1hBSFAnlostrlllllSlSilSnukyas
vtrblo1ge of wntten-by-lhe-yard waffll.', I So1y! Of fIosewtidl$l.lTCUlClhbUldlnol~.Wemaynot

course, I must ildnut thal lllaven't ffiiII\aged 10 traIn be as -.bit, buI we can datm WlII be as myslerious:

myself to acknowlooge commg homl.' from Ihl.'regular ~~~~==:~~.a:=
tnps to thl.' se«lnd-hand shop with an ann-full of trom AlZheimer'I, and ltIlVl c:ommitled sU6de. The couple had
novels as really buying them. I mean, it's only like spoken 01 asUOOe pac1.·AI1red Bester had to wilImw as
pilssive smoling. isn't il? Cough,cough. 0 GueslollblOl.l"troml!le~Wcwldccnlo1owinganKci-

• BtilII'lIduro/;nlsrolllmncrrl.inlyslTlld'.dwtd: dert, 'Anof.- GaIt Dorillllllng. btiN a pntI"~

from Kith, Tly/or br Sij'l'lg she WIlIJd~ alle'Id lriI Snwday 'The SIN-

~thra!'dliln~ser¥t.ea. ~~~tromUSSRJmy~~
1 m,oyed Bnan and Carolint's IrtKIe ·utrnlll' the 8enfonl and Somlow SudIari~ (now known is S. P
CoIl«tln' Buf. I'm shll stuck III the Accumulillor Somlow). who IIiId a rat.~ eWl$ll Ill! IIiId 10
phast and have been for ytars, illthough I can't match suplIfVISf #le music he'd wrin., lor the KiIg 01 Thaila-dl
an.ythmg like that amount of books. I had a mere thrte birthdlyparty.'BafringionBlyleywonhilCXU1batUewith
lhousand or so last lime Ichl.'1:ked a couple of years banktuptpublisllefs AIlison & Bu$by for back Icryames. but
back. and I haven't filled up that many moll' IiltIl elpect to see mudl "cm t 'DaYld Brin diSCOYefed
bookcases since then, A,thereart less tllana hundred HoIywood.()jseeil9ttleW..-lIro5scr8ff1llaycfT'l»

onmyto-rl'ildhst,notcounhngthl.'~6ctJon.lstill =;;=asc::.~sc::.":m~did~
havelheillUSlOll"IIQlchupsomecby. ~aIsol't'YefWClhllllnlUtextso""dllndersBm

I suffered illot from the "Whilt a lot 01 books consdefedl¥il becamehtews. ,w-.,. Gibsonwas
you've got! Art you a tl.'ilChtr?'" It'Cmtly. Wl.' moved 59*lup-briIIy-b"Alitna'JoMlInckwasdeilredol
house IilSt November and l.'ilCh removal firm aldlargesrelali'lglOtheon-seldeaho/Vlclllonowand
i'):clalmoo and looked horri6ed at the books. To ml.' \WO chid ador$. 'Ken Dodd lJIPfiI8dilll- KhJ as the
the worst Ihing about that comment is that I am a 'ToImastll"; l shoJctll bt loo tui'91o make up rout own
teacher (scitnce)QJId thtllumbrrojbooksMs IWlhirlglo jokes. ' FOItpagesollerten·UeMl'fl'Ollal gone? 0



.Knt~ Wdktr"fr-n4trllll'lllbtrofJltt Br,tis'l f~1My dals were being §truck, etc~ between authors md illldfinanciotllt'~thoughldo~thiotthecosts

Srotty IBES}," 50ft' hlrsII ..4s foII-nl on JrOflr IN pubhshm. arttsl: md pubbshen Ifld so on. "!\S, lile of the WR: will undoubtfdly keep somt members
rltlllilllllttmslofl1usyNlJ Wor/4 fl1lUsyCorrmltlllll snWlduldren.andmJ1lljb.~notwanted.* away,mysettamongttwm.
IStrMauul26,p6J: O/CINll«tttllhlBritisllFer-sySoritfy.u.ortplitd; IfKathfoundlhtLastWFCk5sthansanstllctOfy

FI'IlIIlKrithA..Wallftt FnlIIlRobmPMldnSOll then he needs 10 address his complall\ts to lilt

n'.lkerm~ol.ee. StrttI#ry,BnllJll F,nltiy S«itty. 2 HmroodSlrttl. rorrurultee 01 the WK. not the pa~ of. BSFA
I was pleased to oote your honest comment on the Slcrlpm.SK411/ JOurnaL
IWorld Fantasy Convenhon] whICh is. of course, a Many thanks for the opportunity to reply to Kellh Nothing m tl'Us lettl'l' IS personal agaLnSl Ktllh. I
npoolf. Unfortunately the BFS seems to have lost touch Walker's letter. don't know him well personally. Howt'Vt'f, I couldn't
wIth the common people. The current Society seems Keilh managE'S, quite remarkably for SOffil.'Ol1l' who let some of his unfounded comments stand without

churlishly to want la forget the legacy and work of should know beller. to give the impressiOll that the reply. [I's a shame that he has been unhappy with his
those who created it. It has rather stupidly, with the 8FS is somehow involved III the "rip-off" that he renewed membersltip but ultimately you can't please
ptg.headed arrogaoct' of presmt-day youth, dlO5el\ to describes the World Fantasy Convention. (WK) to be. aU the people all the time. U the BSFA suits Keith
re-wnte a clumsily gaJbled hIStory of ltself whidllS The 81'S is not re5por1S1ble for organising the WFC, much better then [ wish Itim a continued llappy
largely tMe'l."I1rate. It M chosen to rqect the needs and does not set !anffs or pICk the hold. Keith has some membership.G
V(ll(t'ofltsownmembers. optnlOllS about the BFS to wluch he is well enhtled, ·/lisolS1tJt&tWorldF.ntasyCmmdim'f'llqlASlttd

I rrpned tM 81'5 list year, havlllg lost my member· but why M opens the letter WIth a comment on tilt III fOlIIlIltIIJ. /nil .t pms IIIIIl' 1vId1I" rtmmJ • rtpIy
ship when I gavt' up tilt fannne bbrary (whICh M WFC and thm goes on to berate tM 81'S ID the 5mlt HOlmItr, KtUII $tft/1II1lfJdrtr.

oowprobablylilerrmtoftM81'5'svaluabieawts pa.ragt'ilph 5a'fllli malICIOUSIy IJllsdllevous and F".,KrithAWaIJrtr
been sold df). 11lItBFSjln:mtrolltd"",_dCIMltdhl lTU5ieadlllg Da.lterm",l.ee-
lilt SF FllllndlrIDlUbrlryllllwtrpoolllstyttr.-C1InsJ Naturally I red defeRSIvt' about the 81'5 be!nI the It JmIlS from talking to one 01 the IlP5's dficers as
I wassurpnsed toW a Soaety which wasCUfJOtlSl.y 5«retarybut not fora lIWlutedo Ideny th.1t Krith IS though the BFS is trying to pretmd that It M no
III a hme warp. It didn't seem to have progressed over perlectly free toapress hIS opinions. Even so, some of involvement in the WR:. This is, of course, complete
the last ten ye,lr5 and seemtd to be III a petrified state his comments are simply factually incorrect and need nonsense! It's unlikely that a WFC could be held III tile
[n star\; contrast to the BSFA, my membership of addressing. He descnbes the Society as having "lost UK withoot the support of the 81'5. Technically It'S
whIch I've mallltainl'd forlhirtY'plus years, which has tooch with the common people", and tmt we have possible but it's highly improbilble. The BFS claIms It
steadily improved its services to members over time "chosen to re-write a clumsily garbled history of itself is simply an innocent 'guest' of WFC and is very

The really odd thing to me has been Ihat the BSFA which is largely inacrurate~, If this is the case then kindly being allowed to hold its AGM here. Who IS 11
llas never lost thatfaruush touch,m contrast to theBPS how come no one (except Keith} has taken the Society trying to kid!
whIch llas pro-hopeful pretentions bul produces only 10 tasJc over tlK> apparent macruracies of the Sill'tr The people involved m organising WFC are BFS
good amateur resutts and has never been. or wanted Rlulps<Jdy bootJet to whICh he refers! Furthermore, I membeI"s albeit at an enlted rank. The '110 mvolve-
to be, f.mms!\. am scarcely deluged WIth letters from dissatisfitd ment' ploy is sunply a cop-oot to try to remove

The !ughly overpri«d World F.mtasy Cm illLIS'" members who thm!: wt have moved away from the mbcism from the 81'5 for Its fa~ure to honour its trust
trates the contempt and total dmgard that the 81'5 intmstsd the everyday fan diM gt'SIrt'. to Its members. It M let Its members down by
IIJs for Its own members. What should be an oppor' Iannot for a lToCJlrImt undentand why Kelth tlunb Vlrtually denymg them .cn5S, because d the
lWUty to l'l'Ward thell' loyalty and to rtmlIt new the 81'5 M "pro-hopefuI pretenoons" md "M nevu astronoInIaI price!
members. spreading the world of fantasy amongst been. or wanted to be, fanrush" Ibecame inlen5led III As it is, the only 8PS members who will benefit are
others, IS being used as an opport\IJust platform to the 81'5 as a fan of the genre and am sti1I very much the damned COlMIItlf\! who will essennaUy serve
woo publIShers and the hke I shall not be atlt'fldlllg <lOt- All the comnullet members art' active readers their own sel/·mterests. [t IS a sad day III the history of
even If I COIIld afford to. The ~ one [attended and enthusiasts of the genre; none of us do It for the 8FS when making a fast bud comes before sel'VlIlg
dragged, welllhat's hardly the nght word for they fell money and glory, because that lSll't what we want. If the needs and Interests of lts members. ThIS IS not the
over themselves to get a spot III the hmelight, every· Kelth cannot understand or accept this then he has the Society that I created! *
~n~:s~~a:~c;n~ ;~~l~s~e.r~~ada a:;~~in~re;~~i- prf~~; ~~~~~y covered the point thatlhe 8PS 's not WE ALSO HEARD FROM EliIJIbrth Billingrr, ClQ!rt

moderaled panels. That clearly wasn't where the ~~,',IV~ ~runn,_.~ t,h,••W'.d""'·''''h"' wpo~t1ess,,,, J"og""i~~ :1;~~~1!'1.'in~~~.'~:.:!~~;:::"r~,~I~'l~n;:
i1Chon was and was simply a diversion whilst off-stage v.. "" ,,'" ~" ...., ,~ ""- ".. rill VI
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Libertarianism,
the Loony Left
and the
Secrets of the
Illuminati
Ken MacLeod burst 01110 the sf scene il/1995 with The Star
Fraction, acomplex, rxcilillg, politically sopllisticattd novel set ill a
near-future illdtpelldtmt tnc1aVt' in North London, Norlollto.lt was
rumler-up for the 1996 Arthur C. C/J1rke Award and Wf'ut 011 to win
the Prorntfhtus Au.lQrd in AmerlCrl. His 5teXlIld novtl, The Stone
Canal, lmJcktts the first with 1100 clrotrly i"tatwintd storits, OUt st1

ill contemporary Britain a,1d
thtothtr ill afar-futurt
anarchist soeietyoII Q colony
pial/et, As well as the political
colltenl there'sQl1txubfrollt
use a/high technology and
spuulativt physics; they Qrt
definitely - aud joyously ­
modem science fiction books.
Hm Km rt't'ftl/s some of th!
oockgrouJldtothesocil'tits
portrayedil1tlremwels.

"Where do you get your ideas [rom?"

ITWAvBla clKhi,bul It'S true: sf wnters do get asl;ed thal questton, a lot rve
wnllen two sf novels which have had IhetXIddlStlnctionofbeu1gdescribed
as left-wing, lfldt'Cd Trotskyist, by some reVlCwers, and as free-market lilx>r­

tanan by others At first glaJ\{e these contradictory assessments come from
opposite Sides of the AtlanlK, but I rather suspect that the hbeflanan element lfl
my lx:loM IS more OOI'K)US the mort fanuhar tilt readtr is With hbtrtanarusm.
Bnt1Sh lIbertanans Sf\' It JUSt as readily as do AtneIll:ans, wlult tilt Trotsk)'lSl
oIllUSMlnS oIre more tasLly pKl.ed up III tilt UK. 01 country where- hundreds 01
thousands of PfOPIe must have been members of 1rotsk)'lSl orgMllWllons - If
onIyforllltthreeyearsbetwemthefreshm'falfandthefinals.

Those hundreds of thousands indude me. I was converted to Trotsk)'lSm III about
1972,and was active in left-wmg politlCS, off and on, betwem 1976 and 1991. Even
when [ got fed up with Trotstyism and became a qUite sincere mt'ffiber of the
Communist Party - 0111.' of the last people to be politlcally WOl\to the British Road
10 SooallSm -I found that my pohhcal reflexes were unchanged: burnt-m hke a
([).ROM. These ~ys, wdl ,.. 1still have a basIcally Marxist anal)'SlS of lhe world
md I still tJunk tilt people who hive to worl: for 01 hvmg will eYentually hive
hltleopnon but to laktOVt'r the- world;md run It as a c;mng shanng co-op. 1don't
thInl: theemhng left will have much to do With rnabng that happen.

Part of the reason why 1 thint so IS suggested III TIlt S/;Ir fr.olM: the Left's
alhances are all too often opportunistic and rounler.productive. Thcre's a slight
tinge of personal bitterness in that book,as well as a smidginof nostalgia, both of
which hark back to the timt'in the late seventies when I livrd manextended
household of Trotskyoo, feminists, and exiled nationalistsrollectivl'ly known as
ThfCats. What 1calTll."to feel- ma confused, sullen, resentful way - was that tht'
agenda of my pollhcol1 activity ""as being set by an eYeJ-apandlllg coahtlon of
nunonl1eS. and Md nothmg to offer tht rnaJOllty of tbe population and m
~uence II.Jd nothIng to offer lilt As Margaret Thatcher, and now Tony BlilIr,
havespeoaruLarlydrmonslrated,lwasnotalcnellltllalselfishthougtlt.

As well as doing Itle usual Trotsk)'lSl stuff ~ selling papers, gomg to ml.'ffings and
marclles. reading ptrspect1ves documents, splitting and wreckmg.undereshm.
atingttlepeasanlryandsofortll-lwasinterested inothtr political ideas, and
partirularly in ottltr'extremisl' political ideas. I literally wandered across Iiber·
tnian political theories by amdenl. The first time I came across real live
libertanans was around 19S1, whm I dl'ilvem:l 01 bundle of copIl'S of IN frft'­

llunkn to the A1tematlvt Bookshop III Covent Garden. Pamphlets from Amnesty
IntemalJonal the ~ahse Cannabts Campaagn. oInd an assortn'Imt of 1IlU!Sp«t­
able anardusts, dlS$ldmtsoaahSls, femirusts and ~y liberattausts Wl'rt"dlS­
played next lomtiquesof sociahsm and defmresofcapttahsm.

I was mtrigued. Up untIl tllen, I'd always ttlougM of free..marl:etem as Tories­
people who migM bt for one kind of freedom out ofshcerself-interesl,but wtlo
weTt'against all sorts of other freedoms, including ttlefrt'Cdom 10 enjoy sex and
drugs and rock and roll. This was diffl'1l'flt. And, to be honest, 1was alienated
enough from my own pobtical actiVity to welcome, at some leYeI, any stick WIth
wtuchto bealIt

Ons Tame and Bnan MldJethwalte, who ran the shop and S1i1l run tilt uber­
tanan A1lwna, Wl'fl' not al all put out when 1told them I was a commwust and I
wanted to know what they Wl'ft' all about. They told me, pohtely and at length. I
was amazed to learn that lII"miMlWS!, by Robert Shea and Robert Anion Wi!son,
was {among ottlt'r ttlmgs) a satire on ttle US liberlarian movement and its leading
personalities. They were intrigued to find that I had an idea for an sf novel SI'I ina
society where 'tht' state was privatised', and they told me Ihe namt' for ttlis
arrangementanarclto<apitalism,

[ alrudy agreed With much of what the libertanans Md to gy, about sex and
drugs and rod oIOd roll. I beame retuctandy cmvmced tllat fret spMh meant
nothm:unJessilrneanlfreespt!dlforpeopleyourezolTdasultmynustakenand
lhorougttly depraved:folSCists, holocaust revistallSts, tobacroadvernsers,etc. As
thel'lghtiesworeon.l found Itmcreasmglyhardtortfutewhaltht'libertanans
had to say about ttleeronomic idiocies and political follies of ttle 1l'ft,Af Itlesame
time, [ had 10 disagrl."l' with them on other points, and I still do, There's the little
maltt'r of capitalism. for example. My enthusiasm for the frl'(' market is a great
deal more conditional than theirs.

ThI'ft' is also the Incl.y questlon of what 'consent' actually mans. An mdtrect, bUI
pmonal acqualllt~ With tht lSSUt of sexual abust - and the disillllSlOOlllg
effect tlus had on my notion of how much 'bou~ respedabihty' WOlS worth­
~ some p.iUlful ref\echons on thIS poutt ThIS is what bes behllld the
S«tiOn In 11It Stont uMlm whl<h two symp.ithl.'tlC ctlaracters go on a 1:t1llllg
sprl"l', and what (I ttlml:) mal:es II a communISt novel about libeflanans, m muctl
the same way as Tht SIQr FrQclicm isa hbertarian novel about communists.



SofarasthepoIIIlClllldeasareroncemed,lt'seasyenoughtoex'plalnwh~r:they
caml' from They caml' from thmlung about my expmences wllh the Bnhsh far
left, from thUlkUlg about the lmphcatlOfISof vanous hbl'Ttanan proposals;. and
from thUl}..mgaboutthclmphcahOflSolthe'non.market sooahsm' aSSOCIated
with the few but per5lSterlt propagandLStsoltheSoci.alist Party of Great Brilarn.
The connlchng pohlKallllterpretatlonsol my novels ~ve tnar roots in tile
IIl('Vltabll'teflsionst~trtSUlt

W~tlS hbertananlSll\ anyway? 'libertananlSm', ILle '~om', IS a contested
term. Ifs used as a synonym - III fact, Lt was ongmally a euphemism - for
soaahst~rchlSm,lt'sal:soused,partJcularlyrntheUS,todescnbeanoutloo}..

which at Its e>.:treme could be called capitalist anardusm. T1us tends to be
reg,uded as an Amencan Import. qUI~ LrreIl.'\·ant to Bnlalll. ThIS IS a lTllSla}..e
Lbertanamsrn IS rooted In demenlS of a poIilKal and legal system wluch
Amenca shares With Bnlam. and which ongmaltd m Bnwn. lis flnl orgarused
pohlKal e\:ptl'SSIOIl was the radial wmg of the EnglISh Revolubon, the levdll'rs.
Contrary to a labour IllOVtn'Il"J\t myth, the levellers weren't~ soaahsts ­
t~t honour belongs to the D1ggm. The DIggers oppno;ed property, root and
branch. The levriltrs based their whole pobwl theory on 11. They ....-ere
hbertanansolthe'propertafWl'ptr"SUa5IOI1.W1thoutadoubt.

Thf'firSI rune 1came across thl'1I\V; 1ibertarw\· was not ina tcxt of poIitial
phOOsopby bulan james B1ISh's Citll'S III F1lg1tt: 'Undl'l" the relentless pre5SUJt' of
rompebtlon from the USSR and lis mooated slales, Earth's Western culture had
undmakftltoSIJpport a pmnanent war econorny. under Ihrburden of wiudlils
rr.dmonalhbertananpoblJcalU1SlltullOr'lSwl'l"t'steadllyerodedaway.'(pI68of
the Arro..... 197~ e:lLl:lOn). SllKt lhe West's tradLtJmaI institutions are hardly
notooousforsoaahstMJardusm.BllShbertoorlyreferstoapoblJaltdrology
..... luchaffumsthenghts,howeverdmvt'd.to'hfe.libertyandjUSllyacqlllll'd
property' -Ihe pnnoples of dasslcal hbmhsm. dtveloped by John Lode. Adam
Smllh. Lord MiIClIulay, Lord Acton, Herbert Spencer and John Stuart Mill.

lnlt'reshngly enough. the analysas of the 'permanent war l'COllomf and lis
predicted pohocal effects, 10 which Bhsh alludes, was advanced mthe US by one
wmg of American Trotsk)'lSm.later rnfluennal on theN~ Left; and at almost the
salTll'hlTll' by the remnants of what IS now called the Old RJghl. themahgnl'd
'Lsolaltor'usts' who opposed lhe New Deal and US Ulvol\'ement m World War
Two and the Korean War and the Cold War. Most of them, Lttums out. were
classlCallibl'rals. Nowadays this truth about the isolatiorusts has ~e down the
memory hole: any opponent of ROOSi'Velt's domestic and forl'lgn policies is
vaguely assumed 10 have been some kind 01 fascist. DimLlTov. who launched t~1S

smear at the Seventh Congress of the Commtem. would be proud of I~

rontinuingsucress.

The tradition of liberal anti·impenalism has beer! carried into the present. most
notably by the late Murray N, Rothb~rd, whose For a Nw Libtr.'yis one of the
manifestos of modem anarchlXapltahsm. Rothbard's anti-impenahsm extended
to an allemptto ally with the US New Left against the. Vietnam War. not to men­
tion hLs memorable rI'S.ponse to the Falklandso-:talvmas Camllalgn:.'FinlSh the
Amencan Rl'Volution! Sink the Brits!' Whatever thIS was, Thatcherism 11 wasn·t.

Llbertananism,1ikesf.hasarl'Spectablepastandadisreputablepresent:ilsrools
In the work of people who are conventionally admired. even rl'VerN.certainly
regarded asmainslTeam; its leaves and b~anches populated by obscure ~m­

ptl1eteersandamatl'UrpublishersandindLgentacadl'lTlicsandln~l.'taddlcts

like lIS. Just as there are people who WIll indignantly deny t~t Nintlmr Eighly­
FlJllrand Brtlt'l'Nrw WlIfld are sf. there are plenty of poople who profess to be
shocked at the idea lhat John lockt and John Stuart Mdl and Adam Smith were
(ug!l!)lilln-'arnms.

SoI'vl'found,anyway,mdlSC\lSSlonsonthelntemet,lusedthesed~5S1ORS,

and convers.thons With some of the fnends I made through them, to bring into
focus the al\ilrch<KaflllaltSi enclave oi NorIonto m Tit St.r Foom. Thf ide~
btlundNorlontodenvtfromRothbard'sFDt,NffClubtrty.Thtslighdydifferenl
anarchy ol N~ Mars. in Tltt StOllt Und, owe more to mother exposition. of
anarcho-cafllt.1hsrn. Tltt MIdl11lt7Y of Ftttdom by (}aVId Friedman. (The court
system of New Mars IS partlymsptred by ont of Friedman's real-world lJIOdeIsof
·freemarketMJattby',lhtlcdandofNJ'fss-g..)lhavtnostrmgviewsaboullhe
lilehhood of such sooebes.llrtSlng or ptrstSIlng. bul tbey certamly provide
mtereshnglemplatesforsf-.lIS I'm far from Ihr fust todiscover.

Whal's the poIibal rrin'ance of wnhng about the at:reme imphations of a way
of poILwl tlunkin&1 After all, \'it .lIlI know t~1 - acept in at:reme
CiKIlTIISI-alK1 hkt Gmnany III Ihr tIurbes - atmrusm kJses votes, as the
alleged soaalLStsm thf labour PMty demonstrated mthl'e.ghbes and lbea1kgt'd
bbntmansm lheTory Party may yrtdmlonstrate mIhelUnl'bes. Thef.llct ISthal
whdtulOpwlISrtllSuseIess.ll$anel«toralstnltegy,ltisvtryusefulindeedasa
way olchangmg people's nunds over the long run.

Ta~e the example of SOCIalism. The utopiil of NtwS From Nou4llrt has nowhert
betnachieved,hut thcidfll of Lt has helped to bring about changes that wertonce
considered 'sooahslLc' - although WLlham Morris himself WQuld almost certamly
~veregardedthemaspaltryatbcstandgorngrnrompletelythewrongdLn.·ctlon

at w0r5!.I.e,towards state capLtalism. albeit d~hC w~farl'-state capllallSm
The pomt IS that Lf people see Moms's vISIon of SOCIalism - i world-wlClt
d.lIssless, stateless, mOIleyless SOCIety - as dl'SU<lble (and personally I find Lt
dJffirolllo read NtwS From Ntnfhrl' wllhout desmng il. without rndeed fl'l'lmg
something as antenseas homestckness or unrequited love for il),1Id l1peoplt
behevt - ~Moms emp~ltca1ly didn't - t~t democratic wdfare-slall'capit.1hsrn
IS a stepping stone to sooallSm. thm NtwS From Naukrt undoubtedly helped to
bnng about our present wonderiuJ soacty. Similarly, the dystopia of NiJmtm
fjglrt~FC1IUhasdontagreatdealtoundermtnl'supportforevendernocriltlcsta~

sociaIlSm.despltethefactt~IGrorgeOrwtllactuaUysupportedthel.llbour

Party and was.ll pretty .lIuthontanandcrnocnlKstall'soaahst himsdf

The threat of a '198r!OOl'ty IS (10'{' may chanlably .lISS\l1Tll') what motiVates lhe
'libl'rtafWl'rruhlansmolsfsroldwamors:lheDrienctoftheFrreWorId.There
IS a C.llSt for this: f~ wllh the chotce betwem St.1luusm and hberal dernocrJcy,
tensolnuUlOflSofpeoplehaveSIJpportedthesortofpollCleSadvOC.llIl'drnficbon
by NLven and Poumelle Unfortunately thr methods used, from nuclear
dmrnonc! Ihrough napalm bombing to wrtlrl ItITOflSlJI, actuaUy underrrune
whal you'rtallegedly trymg IOdeknd. To refer hrl again to BUsh. the relmlless
competlllOn WIth the Sovtet bloc has been won.. bul the West's tradLtJmaI
hbtrtanan poIllKal U1SIltuhons ~\It' been l'I"Oded in lhe process. and are sttll
erodmgbylhed.lly.

We hvt 1Il.ll country wher!! tile knl'f1erk response lo.ll perceived soaal problem.
OftothelTllSUSl':olobfects-from IlandgunslOhoodl-lSa haS!y,1IId1toc law. or
the tlr'tIIl 01 a law; and a world where the knee--,erk response to a nahonal
problem IS an rnlern.lltionalwtrVeJhOn. wLth the I"Il'W rnisslmanes of the
Non.covemmenlal Organisations softening up the stricken populahons for tile
new rolonial mannes. the boys in tht blue berets. Humanitarianism and
peaee-keeping have berome the I"Il'W Ideologies of imperialISm. undermll\mg
fragile states of national indepmdence which millions fought. and sometimes
died. to achieve

Asa soaahst. I havl'no hesitahon whatever tn opposmg this erOSloo olthe
West'stradlllonal libertananpolihcal IIlstltuhons; and as an sfwnter, I have no
rompunC1lon at mdlcatrng tht gnevous consequences of theu loss, and
suggl'Shngthegloriousconsequen~ofthl'irfuturerecovery.

So much for the loony left and hbertarianism, What about the secrets ol the
llluminah? Most of us who have heard of that mylhicalconspiracy at all have
heard of it via Robert Anton Wilson. (It was quite ~ surprisl! to ml' to find that It
actuallyexisted.)~IISOlland~ea~seditasadeliberatelyconfusingmetaphor

for both the'consplTacy'ofblg capllal and thl' state whIch makes up the New
World Order {the phrase was used by conspiracy theorists long before George
Bush - as they S* it - incautiously blurted it out)lmd as a metaphor for the
alliance of hft' and 'Right' libertarians which their book projects as the last, best
hope of defeating 11.

It was that idl'a which inspired the'Lastlntemational' in ThtSlarFrllC,ioll,and
which WildI.' plays wilh in Tht SIOIIl' ulIIll. Butl sometimes wonder if there LSIl'I
SOlTll'lhing In it, and I recently stumbled on an intriguing link between
libtrtarianismand socialism. in a series of personal ronnect:ions between Robert
Anion Wilson and 0I'Il' of Ihe founding fathers of socialism, This common
'ancestry may be as spurious as Piltdown Man. but here il is:

Of all the libertarian wnters, Robert Anion Wilson must be the best known and
bcsl hktdbysooahstsand anarchISts ollhe Il'ft. RAW's Lndivtduahsl anarclust
lCleas were IIlllueoced by hIS Inmd LauTinre LabadlC, whose father Joseph
Ubadlt worked wLth the great Al'lll'IlGIn hbertanan BenjaJTWl Tucker. Tudl'l"
regarded hLs venerable fnend JOSLah Warren (1798-187-4) as hIS 'first SOllrct 01
lighl', ('Lght'? Another masonJ(/lllurrurust allllSlOl1? Ha~ Warren f<M\dl'd
LndLvtdualist anardusm after thl' collapse ol a ulopwt ronunlll\l' foonded by ~IS

venerablt mentor, thr EnglISh ronunwust Robert Owm.

Acrordmg to Nesta Websttt, thl' first and probably worst of IIus century's great
coosplracytheonsts.RobertOwm was.ll rnernberolthe nJuminati ..

I rest my case.
- C Km Madtod J'J97

'TheStoneCanalis:_Oldfrotn~Int,p'ICtIl(5.99.Ktn'SIltIIW,ll/lkd

tDluspr~ont$,ISTheC.llssuuOlVlSKlft,dlltlobrpubitslttfibyu,m4,{)r/IIlm
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r~books, &c
~ WHATDoYouCOLLECl?

Us!; ISSUe we talked aboullhe progresslOll from book KCUmu­
l.Jtor to roIl«tor, and how YOU either tuve 10 kick Ihe IuIltl,
find ways to IUnlt your coIlect.on. or own CryslM PalM\> We11
now liIb for gnnled lhill (most of) you Iuvt made the
trilnslhon. <».. thel'f are stili a number of iKCIIffiul.Jlors out
there, ",th twf'lI'ICI'l'~ numb.nclbooks (tM woOd record
IS 1Jll"1C155ol15milbon \'oIurnes.owned by John Benhamol
!""oca In indIaN, ~dUlg to a remtl Gllmllt'U W of
Rtrords!),bul thIS hmewe're going tolillkaboulCoIll!ctlng.

The basK tiling about rollechng books. ~ we idenbflfd~
tllne. IS that It allows YOll to buy what fils cmam categonrs
and thus hmJI what you retam. EII~iJal Then ~u have a dear
ronSClerlC! OlkeCMOhne) aboul books III the' house fgarage­
they're for Titl' Cdltdl(lll, ~t's no longer a maltl!f of pmonal
rholl.-e-Ifspre-defined.lfllmeetsthemtena,youbuyll,read
lland shelve or box 11

So. what do you rollecP

Brian and Groline
Ameringen Mullan

When you start l'Ndmg you do 50 almost at r;1Indom. Krordmg
to other peop'e's gifts. fMlIl\mendahons or wlum.. (8rwl stilrt­

ro to read booJ;.s ntWly-retumed to the hbrary btaUSol' s0me­

one else thoughllhty wm good. He~ dt'Ydoped a pnno­
pleolrt'~:hl\ganyonewho'dpubl~ed""sofbools,Theyr..f

10 be good becaw tht'y wouldn't h.ve bem publIShed other­
Wise HencE' hf read 1111 of Agath. Chris!lt and OmnIS Whe.lI­
ley-lllankgoodnl'SSht"nt'VerreallygotSlartedonBarbara
CartlandljYousoondisroverth('ft'arerertambooksand,types
ofbooksyouhkemoretllanolh~,[fyou'rt"luckyyourhbrary

will put httle 5I1ckers on the spm(, - rockm (for sO, skulls
(detl'ctlVe),ThcnthemoresophlS!lcatcdreaderprog~to

certainwnters,orperhapsonlyone,orOlleperiodofawnt~'s

work, Once you'vt" idenhfied the works you partlc~larly en)lly,
you may try to get COPICS of your own (ll's frustratmg wantlllg
tott'addpitrtKularbookOl1lytolllldlt'soutonloan)

So It'S reasonable for peoplc to acrumulate the boot.s thcy
parllcularly enpoyed and want to re-read, Once tlley have all
thestworlslllpaperb;Kk, they find tht'yth.en have problems
re-readmg Wlthoul caUSIng the bools 10 detenorate. One
soIuhon is 10 get two copio of tach lext, one lorbest.. for
dISplay, and one 10 read until i~ falls apart and gets replaced
(thIS abo allows you to proselytISe - but BEWARE: bools lent
arealmostlll'M'retumed}

Another 5Olu1Jon IS to h.vt IUCt' Iwdbad copies. which
alJc:n,.- ~adUlg any number of tunes (provtd~ you don't
hl.t strawbmy yoghurt, or lNding 11\ the Nth); book dubs
colterwt!IJ for ttusmarltt. But JI you hke a bit mmofa
dLallen~ you'll probably try 10 get firsl editioftJ. Why?

Some Options
FhlElllioll RuIt(.iJ,6o(,Pnlemde-

Fhll,l(ElIIIon ~

FhlU$E:dlIIon JIudI(~.tdho(,Pr$mderdinQ

FInlPllptlllKkEdlllon (t\i-1Nhl,lIfGn.oo;d,P'IC,-
FhlHlrdbld:EdIllon *'I
l~FInl~ RNllef"1l4hoI'IPnltlfIdCOffl

GtntllllTlldtF'nlEdillon Bhoot
FkMlJl(~blttEd.1on PUbIIWll'St!IH
FlBlus H'rdblc:l;Edllon Co;Mes~"rltltd'ptr$Ollllhed

FIr1l TllUS ~ylll1lL1lllor

(lJsuatIIIII'ISedIlXl,IUKIIl!dIIalM C<lI'tfSl)'1I1
lIIIlli:flft!rlngCll~iIltsIraIfd (Eli-bylpwlclJll"'~'

tdDon.l ctI¥tf$,"**CIlrrwrortd""'"
RtlOfr'.'lulhof'll'ftltntdTerI bntrNll$.~

Ilecaw, by dtfinlhon, tw are issued inlimiled numbers and
are therefore mort sought after (new editions GlIl alw;lYS be
published, but thtre's only one Mt ed.Jbon). Of roune, you
(lIllldspeeiabseIllS«Ol'ldedltJonsasthey'dbeeasitfloflnd.
and would cost less. Bul lfthetrend doesn'tcach on, you'd be
the only one who rol1tcted lhtm.and a big elemenl ofrolla1lng
IS the sooal oneofdlSplay toothers..

Somt~ roIlea IUl('OTft(Ied proof ropitl as these are
ISSUed before theaetual booIt IS publIShed (ilIld are not
gcneralIy for sale,soare more dlffirult Iofindj,Theseoften
have a slightlydllferenlleXt 10 the published book and may
havebl'm COITl'cted by theauthor(orbysomt~yat the
publisher) WIth facsmu!thand·a!terations, depending Ifthf tex:t
has bem rewnttcn. or just typo<om'cted_ As uncorrected
proofs are a 101 more fragile than lhe final book, with paper (or
lhincardjcovtl'$,some proof collectors also keep ropies 01 lhe
first edition as well (it makes comparing the l~t easier., ~oo!l

Of course this has assumed that tht" first edlhon was
published iJ1 hardback, which is o~len not the case. Thus we
havc50meextrarolle<:tablecategones- first cditions and first
kard1tclcteditions-and 50me people want to limit lhemselves to
the firsl Brilish or firsl American editions, loo.

You've also got the problern 01 identifyiJ1g the firsl edition,
How do you find out whether.the US or the UK edition was
issued rtnl? How can you tell ifa book is a bookdubedltion,
and whether It's tht first anyway? What was the first bindiJ1g
sl.1le? (Do you know what thts means? And IS It Important?)
Haslh.ebookbeenrestored,rtboundorrecoostrueted?Wt'Utry
10 droll WIth somt of these ISSUes III a later article. Howewr, as
ilIl illustnbon,.lIl 1979 Mdllllgton planned to ISSue a Iwdbad
of fJlisI;fi WJIIlIfflrnJ (VI utI1..,. Go HOlIlt), wludl would be
the first hardbad: edItIOn. (Tht paperback was publIShed III

1962,bulnoone",-ouldpublishEllisonmhardbad:th.en,)They
also made a dtal Wllh tilt Readers' UlUOO Book Oub that they
could publtsh tilt same book. Unfortunalriy for. Millington their
publication was drlayed,sotht BookOub edlDon was ISSued
first,and IS thf filSl hardback edition 01 a coI1ectablt"bookl

Some people like particular cover illustrations or text blurbs,
eilher absolutely or b«ause they feel this enhances Iht text
rOne of the mtmest, most erotic and notonous novels of the
century" - thiS IS from the AV~ paperback ~f Jero~e Branch
Cabell's/ur~n,whlchalsohasflvenakedladlesrunmngabout

merrily, in case you didn't get the m.essage). These people may
('Ild up wilh multiplecoplesofa particular text because of thIs,

Allernatively, you maY,wlshto colll'ct wry editi~ of a ~pe­
cific,favounte,book(partlcularlylfithasbernheavllyrev~

by the author),or even CVf!fy edilionof all thewo~ksolaparll'
cular author, U'lCludlllg alternate htlcs, w.orks ISSUed under
pseudonym (and then perhaps re-ISSued), Illustrated edl!lOllS,
mscribed COjHcs,non.genrematenal,reltrenceworu (Randall
Garret! wrote a couple of books aboul samts!), A lot dtpmds on
lhfspaceyou'vtgotandthehnulSllJ\posedbytlus.

Someroll«t booIos by publISher. So J1a booIt was ISSUed by
boIhBadgt'fandPengull1theyneedacopyofbolh(t.g,W1lo?
by AIgJS Budrys). Thert are dt"alm' lists that have all books
sortedbypublishtrandcodtnurnber-!heyGlllbearealP'IJI
you're Ioobng forctrtall1 texts! Some publishers tsSUe IUnited
editions-wberethtynumberooropyandperilapshavttbt
author sign 00 one-and somtpeoplejuslrollect lhese.

A lew)'I'MSagoBru.n met a guy at a tJSWorldcon who was
restan:lung sf paperbacks ISSued Il1tbe US, and planned to
write a booIt, He'd pronused hIS WIft' that when hf'd wntten tilt
book he'd dtaral1thtduplJcatesout oftht' house. all ollhr
extra edmons, all 27-28,(0) of them! Ht was talking enthUSI­
astically about vanant bmdll1gs on paperNcksof Tolkien's Tht
HDbbir, where only the p.rice had changed and n~hUlg else
indicated the fact that llris represented a ne~ edihon, [fwe
rememberrorrectly, he had over&lropies of thIS one text!

So this hme we've looked at some of the waysyOlJ can tailor
arol'lectionconcrntrahngonthepackaging:thepublishlllg
history, format, style, the phy~i(a~ object that ,is a book, Next
time we'll look at ways of tal!onng a rol1ect1on through the
contents l

- Cl Gr,oimt Mu/filM & Bmm Ammngm 1997
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ON 1 MAY this year I did not vole, This decisIOn caused consternation
amongst some of my friends, while others Wt'T1' too disinterested to care
Still others agrl'ed; they did nol vote either, Three main reasonscausl'd me

not to vote in the General FJection:

1.To!rolri~BriJoinjstQb,ingjrltithtraCo'I5fI't'lllivtoralAbl)llrGtrot-mmrol

Thisisnola(hoiC('.The'firslpastlhepost'eJl'Ctionpr~meanslhalifone

party nas len moreseatsinParliamenllhantheother, all the people who voted
that other party effectively have no voice. A proportional representalionsystem
would force pohlicianstoro-operate, which is ullimalelya good thing. European
eVldl'llct', for instance from haly, may suggest th.at it is a bad thing, but
proportional representation means the abandonment of competition, which
cannot ~ rod. Any system that forces competition is ultimately a divisive thing.
al whatever Icvel it works

2. To !l(1tt ill Britain is by impliClltioll 10 sllpport a sysltm of gOl'tmmml that is
inlrtrmIlY5(lj·smrillgarld(lJrrupl-OIII1C(lJUlltofllrtulldt/llOCrlllicfV1U"rwitldnJlJy
f\,lilidalls - arId, ptrlull'S mort imporlarltly, adil/t orJ such a l~rgt SCIllt Ilwt CIlJmot
oC(IlurllforactUlllhumollbtings
This argument of sc~Ic is important. Small is Beauhful. Because nahonal
govemmentoperalesontheglobal,economicscale,itisunabletodealwiththe
reality of individuals, in particular lhefact thal they havc needs that can onJybe
met on the local, communily scale. NatIOnal government is by its very nature an
anonymous thmg, a lhing thal cannot accept human idl'llllty, It is inhumanc by
reason of its scale

Stephen Palmerwill be weJl-known to readers afVector as areview·
er, but last year, poacher-tumed-prey, Orbit published his first sf

o 0 novel Memory Seed. hi be-

Jl'f} tweetl afull-time job, writing,
11 and movirlg house, he ft1lds

time to play in his band Mooch,
and regularly produces CDs.
YOUCQllreadmoreabouthim
ill Gary Dalkill's illteroiew ill
Vector 192.

Steve didn't vote ill the
General Electioll rarlier this
year, But as you'd expect, this
wow't la:iness ..

For lhisreason we should rejecl it Change from lheinsidebeingimpossible,on
account of the immense inerha of such social systems, the only possibility
remaining to the interested individual is rejection, and lhe embracing of the local
community (for inslance, by joining a LET - Local Exchange and Tradmg­
scheme)

3. Tovolfill Briloin is to support thtmollorchy,andasysltm whfrt thtrt is rJO writtw
({mstilutioIlJlor~lIobillojrights.

Thisisa bad thing.

Several argumenls have been put to me in favour of voting, but these are not all
lheyseem:

I. YoumllsJtlJlf/1(IJ/U5(o!drmocrllCY.
Bntain is by no means ademocralic nalion (noconslituhon, no bill of Tights,
many, many organisations - M15/6, QUANCOs, ele. - wilh no responsibility to
regulating or monitoring organisations; not 10 menlion lhefactthal thepubhchas
hltleorno right of examinalionof the processes of govemmenl).In fact,Britamis
one of the most undemocrahcrountries in theWesl. If you vote, you are nol
propping up democracy. You are propping up a system where you legitimise
thosewhocontrolyou.

2, ThrJllltioJlmUslgtttoitsjfrtolldmdtitschoict!
The Brihsh nahon does not 'make a choice',ananalogy used by manypolilical
commentators. Ralher, milliollS of unronnecled individuals get to their feet and
make lheir choices. This idea that the nation is m nlllS5l', making a choice is
erroneous, since there is no organisation 011 the national scale to get all these
people together ina meaningful way.

J. You musJ oott/1(OIl1Stprop/fditdJoacljuirfllttvotr.
This is true, but not relevant. Acquiring the vote is simply one step on lhelong
road to emancipation for many classes of people, e,g. women, slaves, etc. I think it
isan inevitablcstep towards a truly humanist and democratic social organisalion,
but not one that demands a cerlain response from latergenerahons

4 StvpbtiJlgsuch abloody idtolist.
Withoul ideals there would be nothing to aim for

In conclusion, I think people should, indeed must, vote locally, When you vote
locally, the scale is such that your vote actually does make difference,particularly
if you have a polihcal VOKe of your own that your commumty IS aware of But as
the scale increases, your vote is less relevant and can do less work. It thus
becomes more useless, At the top scale, that of national government, your vote
does no work at all and you are effectively powerless

Not voting is a choice, It is 1101 a coJHlut By not voting you are choosing to
re;ect lhe current system. This is not a neutral act, nor an act of laziness, but a
positive choice that really means something. You are empowering yourself. (The
allernativeofspoilingyourbalIolpaperhasalwaysstruckmeassomethingoutof
primary school.)

In summary, we should consider one of the most profound statemenls in lhis
area, which was written by Douglas Adams in Thr Rrstaurorlt at Ihr Erld cj thr
UIIIl'f1Sl':

Who 0111 po5siblyrulrijlloonfwholOOnls tcdc it OlIl/1(allowrdlo?
-CSlqrilm Palllll!r 1997

• Slqrilrll Palmrr's novtl Class is out now from Orbil in ~prrMck, pricnI [5,99

... and they all count
Nominations are needed NOW for the

1998 BSFA Awards.
11 you've enjoyed anovel, short story or piece of artwork this

year, let us know! Remember, you're not voting for winners at
this stage. Just think of it as .

~t4eWMd
- Send awards nominations to­

Chris Hill
Rook's Cottage, 3Lynch Hill,

Whitchurch, Hants., RG28 7ND
Or email cphill@enterprise.net
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EARLY WT SU~L'.tER I was .at Kirby Hall, a .redoubtable National Heritage ruin near Corby in
Northamptonshire, walchmg lhe largest ronhngenl of Roman soldIers la assemble slnce.lhe legIOns
left Brilain oVl.'r fifteen hundredyearsago,l must say It was very decent and serendlpltollsoflhe

Brihsh and Dutch re-enactors to mount this spectacle so close 10 where I livE.' just after I started to write
Orllc!t - which is about a Roman centurion who is inadvertanlly brought forward m bme, approximately
twenty miles from Corby as the eagle nies (or ind~ the cawbie. sincc Carby is fU!1 alScots)

Just althc moment when [nreded to know tlllngs, h.ere were lhe very folks IibtMS, voIms, and potms 10
tell me (in lhe words o/the Past Times T-shirt), nay. to exemplify Romans regenerated in the present day
Which is why Oradr lIlcludes an ad:nowledgemenllo Bucro, this being the nickname of Quintus Helvius
Bucronis, an actual soldwr whose gravl"Stone IS mMainz, whose modem avatar IS Bill Alien of Chesterfield,
of the crooked spire.

a<D>
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The other two good people to whom ONdr is dedicated are Agrtl"S and
Graham Andrews (well known to Vl'("trr readers as a reviewer), Be1fa~ers of
Brussels. Can itbea roincidenct' that my Roman is picked up and sheltered bya
Belfast rouple? No connection with livmg persons Intended, honl"St M'lud! (And
the fact that a chap workmg for the novel's hme-proOC project, who has a
rehgio~s tx:e mhiS bonnet, is named Dave Trimble was de.finitely a Freudian sltp
of my lrOlllC subconSCIOUS. At the hme when I was wntmg the book a ct'rtJm
Ulster pohtiClan wasn't Ul the news at all. 11 was Graham who pointed out the
coincidence tome.)

Plot-logic - Ul which Stanl!'}' Kubrick gave me a ntne-month crash rourse a
while ago - required a speaker of Lati.n, and what might be the logical
background of one such? A former candIdate for the pnl'Sthood, 1000g Stnct'
lapsed, Lapsed,why' Be!:ause of what personal trauma? Evenls homed in on one
Jnother hke bees ronvcrging on the hive bringing pollen to make honey.

(A nine-month crash roursesounds like a bit of a rontradiction, but It IS not
actually a misnomer for my adventures in plotting at Kubrick Castle. Crash,
vroom, Skid, crJsh,okay forgel the kiddie market wc'1l keep therobol gigolo,
vroom, skid, but how much dOl"S it weigh forGod'ssake, and can the manager of
Macey'srt'ally see a statueofahorselllthe street oulslde .. ,n

I mentioned that while I was writing Oradr the politics of UIStff was 1'101
especially promment in the news (the mainland British news at least) COmpdrl\
with the hatting-up, cooling off, hotting-up of the past few months. Hert' coml.">
publication day, an.d as in the novel the Continuity Arm.r Council (who intend to
contmueunhl Bnhsh sovereignty ends} are rumbhng m the background lilea
minor VesuvIUS, though mostly ignored, while honeyed words are spoken or
snarled aboutd('('ommlsslOning weapons. To most people in thissceptred, as
opposed to emerald. Isle the Northern Irish situation is an incomprehensible
mess,lndeedifsastonishingtowhalextentoverthepastmanydecadl'SEnglish
governments themselves have behaved like blinkered idiots, blind to the
mind·sets of bigotry. This came urgenlly 10 me, the more I found out about 1he
novel t waswriling (for writing a novel should bea processofdisrovery).

as i~~I~e~~~~~l~~;~::~~i~:~~~ ~~:~t~~rthe~::~v~\~k~ t~:~~~a:~~~~~~;~;~~~I~:~~~ e~~~;: IAN WATS0 N HAS
:~;~~I;gO:I;~~:nwhh~,~r~~;a~.a~d-a~;:~~:~rh~:~~;c~~~~~~~:~:ri~~ril~~~~~7~:~~a~~a~~~~ALWAYS BEEN
e~~~ga~n~::lt~~fea::~~n-chb~:b~~~~t:,lje~~gWt;a t~I~~~~~h:a;=;~: INTERESTE0 IN paLIT ICS.
~p~~ro~~e;~fi(~o:, ~:J~p:a~/r~~g:~~~~::~:i~~;~:~lt~s:~j~~~lt~~w~~ AND NOT JUSTIN HIS
~~;~~tHe:;~~~::~~~>righl,thoughthert"sanoldUlstcrsaYing,"Hopeforthe FICTION - IN THE 80S HE
~t~l~:Y;h\::;:~~~~I;~e~:~e~:~~~f;:~:~~,:~dct'a~~~t~em~~~fv~~:~~~~STOOD FOR HIS LaCAL
:r~=::S~~~I;~i:swO~~:~i:~tters- my Roman being in theprcsent, after eauNeIL ON A LABOUR
fe:a~:r~~~;:lt~:::~:~e~~~;::~~~~~x~e:~j/~:i~:~a~~s~c~n~:~~ngo~;:h~t~~~ TIC KET. HIS NEW SF
~:~:~a~leo~,~n~negmid:!y~~:~ca~~;~ti~g: ~:~~;~~t:~~a~ge~~/~a~~i;i~;THRILLER ORAeLE HAS
,,'n1111:!~~~:~:~~~STerral1kllldlyaSkedmetownteaplece,andthlslswhat hasrome THINGS TO SAY ABOUT
from my Amslrad pl~nchelle. I Wish you all discoveril"S, and a good read. I was TERR0 RISMoo
llllerl'Sted m thf review In Ul(uS of Oru.dr. suggcsllng that It IS two overlapping 'n.~

~~~;:~I~~~'~:I~::.~~~~e:~a~~~~:~~~~t~~'c~~~:~I~'i:~:t~U~~::~; NORTHERN
ra~::~~n:~~;~:~hl~i~ ;::~yt~a~:~h~~~~~~~~~. which [ have d~u5Sed narranve IRELAND,
~~a~s::~~::sar~:~~; ~~~~;:r~~~~.~::u::a~;rt~:~~~~:~~u:X:~~f;;:~~~~;.thlllk AND THE
Wh?c~'~~~~:~o~~::~:~~~t~!r;J:~~~~~oerso;~j~~ ~'~lhsew~:~~~~~:~tI~~; SECURITY
awman."· Also: iheunivfrseconslstsofspare-nme."· -Clarl WalsiOrllGG7 SERVICES...
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--------------obituary-

- Cl AIIJ,t'W M, BIIII", 1"97W!ll.lAMsEW.uDBlJiRQlK;llSwasproeablymOreofauserofscienre-fictiOn
imageryandpr~stylethanansfwriterptrst,buthasneverthelesshad

an incakulable infIuenct' upon the present and prevIOUS generations of
genre writers. His use of word collages, rutups and extreme (some would say
pornographic) subject matter had an impact on the New Wave of the 1960s, and
Ballard and Moorcock were among those defending his reputation in the 'Ugh!'
rorrespondence in the Timts Uttrllry Swppltmml, which followed the review of
Dtrld fingm Talk. More recently, he has been an influence on the cyberpunk
generation, notably William Gibson who featured. him as Dixie Fhtliner.
Burroughs's work has in re«'nt years appeared in several rutting edge, sf-tinged
anthologies, Ulcludingthose produced by Semiotext(e) and High Risk Books.

Burroughs was bom in Saint Louis, Missouri in 1914 to a reasonably wealthy
bJckground - though 1I0t Ihe William Burrouglls Adding-machine Company
money -and was educated both at Ihe Los Alamos Ranch5chool Qater to be
associated with the AmericarI atom bomb) and Harvard. After a spell in Europe
(where he married the German Jew Dse KJapper to get her a US visa) and a series
of odd jobs including cockroach exterminator, bartender and private detective, he
elided up in New York. Here he met Alien Ginsberg and Jack Kerouac, arid was
caught up in the murder of David Kammerer (who, like Burroughs, was gay) by
LucienCarr. It was also here that Burroughs first experimented with drugs, and
developed a morphine habit.

Ginsbcrg and Kerouac introduced BUITOUghs 10 loan Vollmer, with whom he
had a son, William Seward Burroughslll. After a period growingrotton and
marijuana on plantations in Texas, arid brief spells in New Orleans and Algiers,
the family fled thecounlry to Mexico City. It was here, in a hazeofbenzedrine
and alcohoL that Burroughs accidentally shot Joan dead in a William Tell
re-enactment. The guilt of this action was to plague hirn for the rest of his life:
1'he death ofJoan brought me intorontact with the invader, the Ugly Spirit and
maneuvered me into a lifelong struggle, in which I have had no choice but to
write my way out." One of the first fruits of this was a novel called /wnk,
published under the pseudonym 'William Lee' as Jwnkit by Ace Books in 1953, in
the double dOHI.4trS format so well known 10 sf readers.

To escape the bad memories held by Mexico City, Burrouglts went to Tarlgiers,
for boys, drugs and cheap Tl'I\t. Here he started writing 1M NnW LWllch (1959),
which he sent in instalments, like love letters, to Ginsberg. 1M Nakd LWllch is
perhaps best viewed as a series of routines-ideas stretched and played with to
surreal ends, like a demented comedian. Some of them are repeated, with
variations, foreshadowing the way Burroughswould generate writing by rulting
up and rearranging paragraphs, and inserting material from elsewhere. If you
want a unifying theme, it is lhat of the study of the corrupting addiction of power,
whether in the form of drugs, politics, sex or dealh. Burroughs was very much in
the lronic,body.oosessed tradition of Dean Swift.

hisherethatmanyofBurroughs'srecurringcMractersfirstappear:/ohnny,Dr
Benway, Bradley the Buyer, A. J., Clem Snide the Private Asshole, and
Burrouglts's alter ego William Lee came to wider attention. These rontinue
through titles such as 1"hI' St.Jjt Machint (1%1. 1%6, 1%8), TM Tickd That £rplootd
(1962) and New Erprtss (1%4, published in the UK by Panther as science fiction).

Alter a period in the doldrums in Ihe 1910s he returned to form with a trilogy
consisting of Otits cf 11u' RN Nighl (1981), 1M P/l/Ct cf Dtad Roads (1983) and 1M
Wtsltrll/.pruis (1987). The first mixes detective fiction, science fiction and a boy's
own adventure, arid blurs boundaries of time and space. Time lravel resurfaces in

fJnJd Rmd" with the IIml' Ir,weller Klm Carsons, a pseudonym of one Wilham
Seward Han,as5a,sll\at,~i ,1t the end oi Ihe novel by Jocthe lNad_ Thehnal bool
m Ihe trilogy concerns Carsons/Hall"s attemplS to rontinue beyond thIS slate, to
enable them. and Burwughs, to wntebcyond death

During this penod, he again had to come off addl(1lve drugs, and moved away
from the New York scenl' which nsked his bank balance, writing abilities and
health. With his long-lime secretary James Grauerholz, he moved 10 Lawrence,
Kansas where he settled down to write,rollect guns and play wilh hisorgone
accumulator, He was put on to a sound financial footing with a multi-book deal
which included the publication of archive malerial and lettl'fS, amd bl'gan to write
librelti, Tht Naktti Llwdt returned to scandalise again, with Cronenberg's
dlsappointlllgly lileral-minded film version, and the rediscovery of Ihe
sloryboards produred with film-maker Anlony Baleh. He read malenal to a
~ckground by Sonic Youth and John Cale, among others, on the CO Dril.l (11y
RadjoandappearedinGU5VanSant'sDluSSMtC~(1989),aswellasmakUlg

an album with Van Sant
But it is Burroughs as the weaver of words who we will remember: whose

screen treatment of Alan Nourse's Tht Bladrrwrrntr provided a title for a quile
differenl movie, whose words have bern appropriated in such litlesas Ttmli!l1l1

Idrllli,y, Slormins,h" Rt'IlU'y51udio and Across,ht WoundtdGalarits, group namcs
such as Soft Machine and Stl't'ly 11m, as well as, perhaps dosest 10 home, the tille
o!themagazlIle/llttrw/lt

So who's the stiff? So who's stiff the?
So the who's stiff? So the stiff who's?
So stiff who's the? So stiff the who's?
Who's so the stiff? Who's so stiff the?
Who's the so stiff? Who's the stiff SO?
Who's stiff so the? Who's stiff the SO?
The so who's stiff? The so stiff who's?
The who' 5 so stiff? The who's stiff so?
The stiff so who's? The stiff who's so?
Stiff so who's the? Stiff so the who's?
stiff who's so the? Stiff who's the so?
Stiff the so who's? stiff the who's so?

Cardinal Cox on
William Burroughs

Golden lads and girls all llIust
Aschilnney-s...eeps, come to dust

Cymbe1-lne; IV, 2

'So ...ho'sthestlff?'breathedlnspectorLee,
currently on secondlnent from the tlovaPolice to the
localconstabularyoflntenone.

'Difficult to say, had a 'oIhole suitcase of fake
identities, frankCarmody, Will Dennison, Bull or
Wilson Hubbard-'

'Like the I'lova Mob stooge?'
·Uh·huh, and old Bull Lee. These aliases all

supplied by agent Kerouac.'
'Sowhat he ever do?'
'We tried to get hilnonce for the murder of his

...He, but there was a technicality. They weren't
llIarried. He ...as in the films Drugstore Cowboy and
TIo'ister Inotthe crap one about mid''oIest stOnls). Did
some hip·hop album called Spue Ass Armie.'

'GetDr Benway to open up the corpse and tell us
how he hit the biq one.'

'Easy, boss. Theshit ...asa junkie.'
'That'Ualwayskill'elll.·

OO'olnlnthedockS,Venusianfish·boyswerejerkln9
each other off, a t'olenty·one cum salute

- c CardInal Cox 1997

Death, as the psalmist saith, iscertalntoall'
all shall die

Henry IVPt 2; Ill, 2
LHe is very dangerous and fe ... survive it.

JiilliamBurrowghs, 1914·1997



MlOO.....'\QDIL\,mlhe WebCameabouldunng thefHsttewmonlhsofl996.
511non Spanton. <I f1ctlOI'I editor at Onon. rontMted my agmt to Sft' If I
1"OIIldbemterestedmwnttngaduklmfsSQefl('f!Kbonnovelaspartofa

S1'~ woes set m Cl futuff World Widt Virtual Rtahty 51mon had bMI my
edllor.ltPan for my 1asllwobool.s.Eng;rtaII/IlI(111lSIlO\·e1lSfinl',Enc-butdoyou
Itni'll you rould Iengthm I1 by fifty thousand wordsr) and my roIJectwn BlIIl'
51u~ml Tht Web book would be my first book for duklren and an Opportunity to
worl agam WIth 5imon.

Th" Idea of th!' Web was devised and de\'etoped by SlITlon. He gave ead! wril~ a
flve-tl\ousand-word 'blble', detalbng e'o'erythmg aboullhe future world: pohhCS,
rehglOn. medicme. climate. business and grography, among others. And, of rour5e.
much detail about the Web its<'lf. It <'Vl'll had a glossary of Wdl-speal:, the hngo
spokl'l1 by lhe Web-uscrs 01 the future

The Web series of novels would be set III the year 2027, III 511 different rountnes
around thtglobe. The premISE' WilS Ihat, by 201J,communlcatlOllS,tduc.ation and
btJ!oIneS5lfa~(qw'eapartfromleisurepursulls)wouJdberondlKtedvt.1lhto

technology 01 !he Web Nabonal and local gO~'(mment rtIy on thto faabty: the phone
andfalarelhIngsolthtpastandlheWeblSakeypartofbusIl"ltSS.Ri'liIl.lisrun~

much from the Web as from shops,CIllmIa ISdytng and booksilre!he presemof iI

mmonty But most Imponillllly, from thE.' pomt ol Vle'W oltht dllldrm of?JJll, the
Web IS 0lM.' vaS! fanmtJc pbyground, iIIl ,llmost mfimh! senes of \'enues avaiWblt at
thtopushofabunon."Thtuserenter.;thcWebathcrWlthasunplehtoildset,gYssts
andglo~'es-orVLla rubbtr-tt\tured Wcbsull whICh WOIIldglvt!heuseralTlO«'
SOphIsticated and realJstlClnttrf~wlthlhtreahtyoflhtVJrtuill Web.

Tht Sl~ wntl'T'S met m London In )unt 19% for a mtoll and an afternoon
dl5C\lssmg lht rully.gntty of Slmon's fictional future. Tht wntl'T'S were Stcphen
Ba~tt'T, Stephrn Bow~elt. Maggle Furey. Pettf F Hamtlton, Graham )oyce ~nd

myself, Wl.'cach had a vague outhne of our individual books,and manyqueslions
,1Tld SUggestiOllS to fir\' at Slmon. What began slowly - with doubts certainly on my
p.lrt that anycoh<"ll'llt 5I.·ries of books rould be designed by such acommilte('-soon
)llo...'balled mcxhililralmgfaslllon asldc,ls ...·cf{'taken up, expanded upon,flcshed
out and stored Wc devIsed a tlmcllA(' fOf the si~ bools iIIld were casting about for a
lhre<ld lhal mIght hn~ thto novels - other thiln the common venllt' of tJw Web and
perholps characters s1wred from book lo boo~ - when Maggl(' Furey CUI\(' up Wilh
lhtoldealhalthenovtlsshouldhavtasenesvllbm.

MaglGllly, the tdta filled ""Ith a number of our scmanos. Avdlml (wt' alled her
ltlt Sorreress. wluch would becorrit the title 01 MaggJe's own book) ....,oukI provldt
l'.ad! ....·nrerWilhadramatKfocusforourstonts,andthesentSWlthanov"'all5eft5t
of threat or beIund-t/lMcen(osd.!ng'"cscalatmg with e.ad! book and culTl\lNhng
wllh lhe fmal novellll t!'lt smes. Maggll"s Stlrrtrm.

HOW THlY{[B
has been aproific shOI1-stDry writer since
tislirslappearaoceil Interzonein 1987.
Sioce1tlen he's p.Jtished anovel
EngIneman,and!tleshoflslOlycol­
""" 8NeShllrlg. """'dy he was
asked..klngwilhINeOlherIeadllg
wnters,lOcontrilUleklalJOPOSed
chiltten's sf series, The Web'.
Here's YotIaI happened

All that was reqUired now was to go home and writl' them.
The Idea for my own novel, UlltQ~dIlIbl(, was sparked by a line from Simon's

'bible',lIl the section on India: ..Setagainstthis[lndia'seronomicsuccess slory] the
plight of the Untouchables has become tvm more ap~lling and thert is e~tenslve

intcmalionalpressureforrclorm ......
I had travtlled cxtcnslVclythroughout India in Ihe8lls iIIld set numerous short

stories and pdrtofa novel in thesubconltnl'nl. It 0CCIll'Tl!'d lomethalthtph&ht ofan
Untouchable ut future india coukI be dranuttsed lo good efftcl using tM medIum of
the Web to contrast reolltunl!ltl'in8ronditionsand attitudes with tho5e nwntairung
ut nrtual rulity. Imide my protagcrnst a ten yw old Untouchable street kid.~
...·heR nght leg had been amputated by an tltll &ir18-1oni. TlIl' book opms Wilh AN
and IIl'tblLnd brother Apy beggmg 00 tMstnds, hilVutgescaped tMgir18-k>rd.
They are seen by tht !ndwn Fa&1ll' and ut lhe t'fISUU\S~ Apy IS reaptured and
handed over 10 a mystenous .....estern .....oman. AN mt."l'ts a fOWIg Brahirun boy and

cofilrn·································,
mbc Jfanta%tir JfiIm% of

WEAIf IN TlIE MOO of a OlU.'fllatlc Shakesptare revIval. In Ihelast ye,tr
adaptahonsofOtlrtlw, RicMrd III and Twlfth Nipl hilVt played across the
C'OUl1try, 10 .....luch wt an add films aboutlhr work of5l\akespeare: 11/ lilt

8/l'lIl MllIll'lI/lrr and LMmS F~ RlcMld. Three more albptahons uy daim lo be true
fdms otlhc fantasbc, A MllIs'-JIlllI(1 N,p(s Drllllll, Willll.. S/IlrttspnJrr's JlDwo.nd""Irl and Will.ilJn 5JIIlJ:tsf"rt's /ilrnkl. All three 01 tW, and ut Mdlltoo RirMrd 11/
and Tw//fh Nipl, dlSlocale tht lat ut tune, and~ tht characters in br.Jvt new
worids. thIS In Itself does not malt thto adaptabons mlo fant.lSy films worthy 01
nQttmMPIm-11 lS aflef all merely followmg a Iorlg-eslabbshedlheatncal lrendot
~lahsmg perhaps ov",-fanuhar malcnal by ju.>.:laposmg fresh conlats WIth old
ItllS. Hmre apckbooted nro-JOs Rmnl 11I,,1 prt-Raphatlite Twrlfth Night.

Adnan Noble's A Midsummtr NighYs Dmm, a film version of the Royal Shake­
speareComp;IIlY's most recent production. is different. Set in a fanlastical never­
whcn,the'real'worldbeU\gperhaps~romanticslylisationofthelale18thCCl1lury,

th<"playcrsoflhe play-wlthin-the-play inhabiting a Blimpish ,lItemative1930s,and
lhe fames of the AthenIan wood a surreal dlgilally~hanCYd studio wonderland,
Noble gwes all thre(' mtersectmg domains equal validlly The viewpoml we are
gl\'en ISlhat ol a young boy who hvcs Wlllun lhehouse lTI WhKh Ihtgucsts are
galhered to see Iht play,wllhm-lhe-play. The boy waMers be!Yo'een the worlds,
st'tUlg such thIngs as he could not dream of, sum 8 rountry maners~ as hl' could
NI"l' no knowledge 01. Tht only utterpret.J1too IS lhalthtdreamworld he enters IS ~
ot,ectIvefy real as our walmg reahty, that ""e are such stuff~ dreams are madt of

On ~ vcrv low budgtllhe film IS ronstanlly lTIvenllve, beaullful on tMeyt,
fUlutv, str,ln~ and lhoroughly enlmauung. Wllh lint performances from UndsIy
Duncan (Tltarua), Barry lynch (Puck) and AIeI,lernungs (Clberoo), thIS Drtlllfl

o..U1PJI'S the samt migmatlc mlerzone as NctI Galman's SllIIJmllll. What morl'
fI'I.'(Iffiffil'l1dallOO could Iherebe1

Baz luhrma.nn relocates Romto and Julitl lo a miUtnllial Venia! Beach. The
heavensklok down lTI judgtmen.t in repl'ated shots of agiganti<- figureofOlrist atop
~ monolithic murdl wluch divides Monlagues from upultts. Even tht Nndguns
haVt icons of Mary on lhetrbutts. Thisisaritycrt tht~ofC'OlUpst,mlkmg
both theapoal~y-wt<kr-eontrol of Kalhenne Iligdow's St~gtOrysand

the gas station destrucbon of her prmous Point Brsl, togettItr WIth VI$l.Io1I
rererenang of htr ex-husband James Ummtrl'S 'Tmrunator' films mtIw gunpby
and thtoquitt lIlterlude lTI tM desert OIltsidt LA. With thtconct'l'ltraled mtl!rlSltyof
C~rntron and Ihto hypm.lndic anarchy of Ken Russdl (m tht days when hto hiId a
budget) luhrmann f~hions a nanative m which tval the dcments bmd to Iht'
power and anguish of tetnagt nnotion. When Mercutio invokes a 'piagut on both
your houses' it IS iIS If lit were a magician. Agrtal storm rages in from Iht st~ and
darkness falls on his fallen body. In Iht end Romeo (Leonardo Dicaprio) and Juhel
{C1aire llineslcan only find respite in dtath,lTanquilily in lhembraceoftht

church whICh has lowered over lheir story. Supernatural judgl'menl waits outside,
theChiefofPohreinforminglhesurvivors lhat they will bt punished

Thert is no worn-out FreudianlSlTl, no Oedipal compla in Kennelh Branagh's
mlerpretabon of Hamltt ThtGreat Dant (Branagh himself) is unneuroticaUy happy
WIth IUs lover Opht!ta (Kale Winslett), until his undt Claudius (Derek Jacobl)
murders his father, tht King of Denmark (Brian Blessed), and with undut has!t
Claudius weds Ius motm, Gmrude OulitChnstie). As in}oM Boorman's masterly
retelltngot MaIory m ball.r, the land and t/'lt king are one. 50 gmt a cnme
agaUlSl God's natural order brutgs forth a vtryl'N1 ghost, no nwufestJbon 01 ~

gnd"-strickenmmd,olnd tanglbltdisquJtt lolhevtryurth8ranagltand Blessed
Ill'adupon

Wilh such rorruptton - C'OUl1tmanced or Ignored by all bul Ham1et - allhe heart
of tht slall', Iht kmgdom must fall justice commg to cut Ihl' cancer from Ihl' nation.



WAS SF

Enter the Web . .. free!
Thelirsl set 01 Web'booksCOl'lSlStSoI
·StephenBaxterGullNellOfle
•Stephen Bowkelt Dreamcastie
•Eric Brown Untouchable(Oct)
•Graham Joyce Spiderbite(Od}
•PeterF. Hamilton Ughtslorm (Feb 98)
•Maggle Furey Sorceress (Feb 98)

OrionBookshavegeneIOlJslydonatedsixsetsolthefirstfourtities .. andallyOll
have to do to gel ooe is write aIeller or emaillo Matrix. First come tirst servedl

IS unrodure:l to the nurade of the Web. While explonng the VIrtual reality, Ana
dlSCo'om lhallht woman has captured other streef kIds MId IS ~repmg them captll't
lfISrdfthtWeb. fOfreilSmSt....tbecomede.lrwllhlhe'unfoldmgclrheplot.

It Wti the first OO'il'l I had wnlten for children (lM target~ IS ID to 1<1). [
CIbsftvN I few obVIOUS tends of the dlSC1phM: I kept the Rntences III gmeRl
shorter l....n those [llSfd III my adult work, the voabuUI)'.1 httie sunpler, and kept
~Illtrospection to aminimum. Other stnctutes, whidll thought I might find
ImutLn&.III Ihttvenldd not bother~ no swear words(W H. 5nuths don', hie
them) and noptwlDUS YJOIence. ~l struck me IIlO$l Dlu! tbrexpent'l'lC'eol
wnttng for duldrm was how sunilar IllS 10 WTlhng for adults'l broughllhe $;lime
lechruquesol constnlctJOO.chMilctmsallon and plottmg 10 bear on the novel as Idid
WIth my idull work. Whal mattered was to get the reader IIltertSled III the plight of
tilt emtral character. There had to be emobonalmvolvement With the anns and
WJ.Shesoftheheroll'le.Thereaderhadtobetakenthroughthesameroller~er

nde of dl5COvery, ambition. dl!>ilPPOllltmenl, success - and all the permutahons
theroof-thatoctllTinmoresophlStKated adult fiction. The reader, whether an adult
orach.1ld,wantstosharemthradvmturesofacharacterhtorshtfindsbebevablt
and sympathetJc. To rlus end Icmstrueed the novel wuh plenty of tW1Sl5 and turns,
chasesandescapes,re·ielaoonsofcharacterandUISIghts ... oratleasrlhoprldid

Idehvered a tJurd draft to Simon btfore the deadllllf date mSeptember 1996. He
came Nd With a list of comments and suggesnons, both to Imprt>\·t the novel 1'5
wasandtomal.ellfllwllhthcotherbClolsmthesmes.

The pubbcanon of thesenes would romrneoce With twoboolslllJuly 10Cli,Iht
fl('\t ho'O m October,and thtl.lst pall" of htles m FeblWI)'I1J9S.

One comment from SIIOOll, about the fLnl>hed §I'fle5 of novels III ~a1, ...·b
about how each of us had brought to our respKtlve books IIltert'SlS and
prtottupatJons exclUSIvely OIIr own although each boot conformed to the spmflCs
of tilt future Sunon had envl5lOfl£'d and we had fleshed out, we had used tilt
remplate toaplore themes and ide1'5mterestlng to each of us

Stephen Baxter's book, Gllllrt'tr'...I.lIIt, IS set In f1lgland and in a vast Web theme
park based on Gllllil.llT's Tnlt'tls, and is funously pared and full of throwaway Ideas
and detail: forUlStance, in 1027 Bons Ilrcker is the Chancellor of Europe, and ttlt>
Poet uureatels Damon Albam

Dr(QmfJ/ll/t by Strphro Bowkctt introduces us 10 a group of childrt'l1 from a small
town in New England who use Ihe Web to access O&D-style advmture zones, until
their games lead to unforeset>r1 constqumces.

In LightsllJrm by Peter HamiHon, a young invalid boy U5eS the Web 10 Inveshgate
the KOlogical corruption by a realworld energy company, at great nsk to himself
andhisWeb-frimds.

Graham Joyre's SpidtTbilt IS set in f1lgland and follows theadvenluti5 of thra"
lnends who call themselves the Tech-Rats, and thear mvolVffTlmt With thesulIster
Planeto!ogJSls, a rcligiouscultmti'llt on bralnwashmgthe populactthrough the
mampulabon of the WI'b.

Mawe Furty has the unenVlo.llble ta5~ of wrapptng up lhe senes wIth the Ltst
rook of thr 5l~. s..ctrrSS, 5d m Grt«t, hnks wIth the other bools m the CUhmNhng
story dlhe eponymous 5Oftm.'SS who, obsessed With aVOldmg death by attmlphng
10 «"Iutve unrnortahty m the Web ltsdf. endangers tbe hvl'S ot the two Greek girls
and lbeyoung English boy who stumble upon her pbns.

<>non books haw put a Iotot l'flort mto tilt mar~etJng and advertISIng of the Web
bools, whICh looks hktly 10 pay off 11 pre-pubhcahon IIlterest equates to sale5. Tht
senes has already been translated mto ltahan, Germany and France are showmg
mterest,andasatll'ld5el1l'Sof5IXbookshasbemcornrntS5lClltdlorpubhcatJonlll
'998.

-C£ricBnJWIll99i....................................... ,
Gary Da/kin argues that Branagh's Hamlet
is the finest fantasy film ever made

named, Hamlt' features Charlton HcstOl\, John Mills, John Gielgud, Jack Lemmon,
BLlly Crystal, RIChard Bners, Robin WIllIJJl15, Ken Dodd and RIChard
Attenborough. The film has many of the ingredients of the modem fantasy novel
great lmgth. court mmgue and a pseudo-h15loncal settmg With supernatural
mcurslOl\S. 11 I«"ksa dark lord set toronquer all (fortunately) and has much betrer
thaIogueBranaghcreatC5suchmltr\SltyanddnvetMtthefilmracesby.feebng
shorter lMn many ptcturl'S half Its length. Tht result IS a mo.slmlelhgent, thnlllllg.
movlll& and VlSually r.iI\'lSIung tpK. It IS not JUSt Branagh's finest film by far, but
both the finest fantasy film and. the finest Bnt1Sh film ever made-If)'OU think thaI's
hyperbok, SO and see 11, but make sure you see one of the 7lmm pnnts III a anema
WIth a hugescrem. magnetic~~ sound, aC!Uent pro,ection and very
romforbblt seats.. Anytlung Ies5 would bea travesty.

-CC.ryDor/l:rnl99i

AIIid$_NigttY,Drum-DnClCIAlNnNltJlt.ca5t.L.tdsayDtn:an.»D..Jenmg5.
Barryl)fttl.DesrrondBarra
105rrn1115.WJdescree'll:1.85.Cerl.PG.ReIea$8d29~I996

WilIUmSIWelpUfe"R_IIIdJulief-OlrectllBaz~2QhCeruyF01.

Pnxkart l.ltwrnnl. GabneIa Matbnel. Martn Blown. Sa~y umnPl. Cralg Pear<:e..
wIiamShakespeare.CaSl:leonarOOOlcapno.C1.. Danes.Jahn~.MrnIm
Margotyes,PlllePOSIIethwarte.
Cr1emaScopel;2,35. lA!It. 12. RelNsed 28 Mardl 1997.
WIIIJ.mSh'kHpH1"f·' Hamlet- Oittdot K8fo'l8lh 8l~. Cast: Brana~ Kale Winslen,
oerellJaoobi.BrianBlessed.Jv6eCl'wislie,CIlarllonHeSlM.JohnUills.JdlnGie9Jd,Gerard
DepardelJ,Jacklemmon,Md1a~Idaloney,JudiDendl,BltyCryslal.RichardBriers:Rol:In

Wu~am$, KenDodd. RichardAtlenborou!il, Atlapttd scrH!lplay Brana!1l' MuSlcPatrickOo~e
PtIOIogaphy,lJelThomson.ProdlctionOeSlglTrnHar<ey ProWeerDaYldBarron
2'!1J1W1U1es, 70mm 1:2.2($hcwnll'lSOfTlemernaSln a35mm CnemaScoflered.clJon)
CtrtPG Aeleased14 February 1997

So It IS that Dmmark IS overrun by a nv~l pnnet, thl' storming and ~zure of thc
palaCl! lIltercutagalll5t the deaths of Claudius and Hamlet, evokmg the dramatiC
~lld brutal amyal of the forces of Wayland Yatam 1Illhe chmax of Alirtrl. Such a
companson mlghl seem biurre, yet both contam the !>ilmefeel ofevmts running
out 01 cmtrol, of sdf-sarnficealld redemption m a world gone wrong. HmnetKillly
sealed worids are bre«"bed by lorces from oubKle, and a sort ofjustlre IS restored.
Unlike III prmous JUlIl/tis therPis less a feellIlg of tragedy than l'eflt'ml and a new
begllllung. for Btiin.lgh has cn'ated an Bsmor wludt. IS not a dark, gloom-5trud
GotJuc ahfict, but a home full 01 light, colour and - un'" the murder - love. With
tile deansmg VlOiencl.' perlIaps nonnaI hft WIth Its P1 and laughter CiIIl mum to

,"''''''It IS VI thecmbon of EIstnor Itsell that tbtfilm IS mostfantasbcal. B!enheun Pal-
.lICE'OIl theouiSlde, lbe largest set ever built III a Bnttsll studJOOIl the iRside, Ham­
Jet's home as dreamt by 8r.uIagh is a 191h C!!Itul)' Runtaruan ITWYt'i, .ill gold,
mdlesslyreflectmglloor-lengthJTUrTOrS,marblest.liraSl'Sandclu5sboardpatttm­
ed floors upon wluch the dlGma IS played. It IS a VISUal creatJon quite unhl.e
anytlung ever seen on film before, and estabhshes lis own reahly qwte as mum as
the densely te'dured 'A'Orldsof Ridley 5rott or Terry GIlliam. Given tile four-hour
running lime (Branagh films the complete text of the play; all previouS filJl15 and
many stage Versions are cutl and the added depth and clanly of the 70mm film
fonnat. the audlmet IS drawn mto the alternatIve umv~ of E1smor m a way no
other film has ever managed to aclueve. Branagh's Ham/tllS in essence a Chnshan
allegoryoftheconsequencesofdefyingtheorderofcreation,seImafanlashcal
parallel Vlclonan world. It IS undoubledly the most amblhous Brihsh film since
!AWWICt of Aro~io. In addItion 10 the epic running Imgth and enormous visual scale
gwenbythrvaslsets,loc:ationsandformat,theplayitsdf-bygeneraloplfiionthe
greatC5tlfithelanguage,ifnottheworld-thereilithecasI.Bryondthosealready

WiIIiam ~bak£~p£ar£
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science fiction after socialism•David Curl

®
WARE THAT Iwas moving through a TWilight Zone of contem­
porarypolitics.1 wa,a fascinated, appalled spectator of thc TewJt

General Election campaign. [rontributed some of my time and effort
towards the Great Victory, as I'll remember all my life ... just as I'll

alsorrmemberlheeleclion-nighlparlylhat laltendedand lheakoholpoisoning
that I suffered from on Day One of the New Era. Traditional party political
narratives have been shown by rec€lll events to be in an advanced state of
degeneration. The best thal IheCOll5ervalive Party could do, campaign-wise, was
'Britain is Booming: Don't Let Labour Blow It', an inept ve.;ion of an older and
better slogan which, themed around 'Great Again' and 'Rum', chimed more
convincingly with some of the national myths. This poster alternated amusingly
"'·ltha~milarly-eol(1l1T1.'ll.1d for Harpl(" on a billboard wlllcll I pass <'Very day 011
my way to worl; d,..,wllt're it was photographed next to deTt:lict bUilding Sites
al1dotherapparent sources ofbhght. Conl'i.'rsdy, the LlbourParty took power as
"apartyoftlleradicalct'l1tl'e'·,as,accordingtoltsleader,a"social-Ist"party.
Managenal compt.'tcn~ blended wltll a kind of High Anglican philanthropy
>Cl::ms to be the tone of the new govemment, and tllis IS at least better than tile
mixture of incompt.'tenct' and corruphon which characterised the last years ofthe
MajOr regIme

However: happening to arrive at Trafalgar Square at 6.30pm on Sunday 13 April, I
discovered that a not had occurred follOWing tile previous day's Liverpool
DockmJ Reclaim the Strects demo. The Square smelled 01 llrme; the bins were
ove-rflowing and there was rubbish everywhere, The nmeteenth-eentury
architecture of central LOlldon-

nothing DuI shops and offices and official bUildings and
slatues,itallbelongstocapitalorthestate ,.ornate,
gross, centuries of surplus value stored uplikefat'

-wasoverscrawled with graffiti:

AnT ran ALL
all NOT AT All over tile Nalional Callery;

SUll SALAD
(what?) @

.. and,overand over, the anarclly symbol

>od
,---------.,

David Curl lives ill Holloway,
North Londo/I, witllhis wife
He/tu and hamster Magl1lls. He
clIrrellt/yworksatalrostelfor
tile mentally ill, aud has writtw
forvariollssmal/ficiio/Ialld
poetry ZilIf'S, illcllldhlg Works,
Massacre, lTBA alld The
Third Alternative.

Evcrywhere, pink Anli-Eledion AlIiancestickcrs reading

FlJ(:U. MIJ)I)U ENGlANI).
HllAlNUlIAI) 1'01\\' BASTAUnS

USE YOIm cnoss WISElY,
(;UU«;lJ1Y A IJOU'I''';IAN

1'0 ALL (;,4,NI)()),4,'I'liS
ANI) (;ANV,4,SSEIlS

IN 'l'lIIS CONSl'I1'UENCY:
JIIJ(;« OFF

Str~nge that a coalihon between a militant group of trade umonists on tile one
hand3nd a bunch 01 ero-utopians on the other should crystalh,..,fromtheuroan
scene all the anger 3nd abandonment and fear and rage felt by those whom the
evolvlngronsensus ignores, There: the refUS<l1 by people who once would have
alhed themseh'cs With some grand left-libertarian and world-historical viSion to
ally them,..,lves WIth ~ny ~ind of programme. Joyous spct'd-elnverI IdiOCy. LIVing
[ortllemomenl.

From the begmmngs of modernity until now, many of us have lived according to
a dream of freedom. This dream, which at its heart concerns the inevitabihty of
progress and the perfedibility of human nature, has existed in many forms and
borne many names, It's haunted our own century as Socialism, a creed which Ilas,
l'sproally ID its Marxist forms, tended finally to clface the religious SCl15C 01
history as necessarily bounded orcyclical,replacing it with the more scienlistic
notion of ttistory as both linear and unbounded. Marxism propounds a materialist
Heaven on Earth,pt.'rhaps many generahons hence-a millennial hopt.' which h,lS
been used to justify the inflictioll of suffering in the here and now; a new
PascalianwagernolcsscynicalthantheoriginalOl1e-butonedaysuretoarrive

Tills story llasbecn influential within fantastic fiction; fantastic fiction llas Ilelped
to shapt.' the contours of the story, which i5 soinfluenlial that even the stories toId
by the dream's enemies are warped by its gravity. Conservatives like to tell the
taleofa governing class cstablished as such through some unexplained act 01
Providence. Whenrorrupt,thesecreatures-whoinanycase IiH'beyOl1d any
ordinary or common morality-are corrupt on a grand scale, Some Ilorrorstories,
vampire stones espeoally, are analogues of tillS narrative. Bram Stoker's Dracula,
tile protagonist of &lgar AlIan Poe's "Fall of tile House of Usher": tllese arc
anstocrahc fIgures, tllrust mto the darkness, dUlIIgrd, under the new ligllt of
democracy. The grandeur of vampires and therovert readerly sympathy tIlatthey
often attract can be ascribed to the perverse attraction felt by the modern
democratic subject for the older forms and assumptions of arbitrary power. To
gi~e a late example, R. A. Lafferty's short fi~on looks back to the grand
anstocratic cymosm of the past,lhcold unqueshonable forms of excellence, The
commanding presence of these ghosts in his fictions renders ironic Lafferty's
apparent support of the ever-expanding universe,theever·expanding currirulurn
In tile nutshell ofa Laffertyshort story, we see the enemies grapple: truly, man sf
short written bya master of tile genre, the mctaphysical pocm livcsagam

But mainstream sf has usllally subscribed to the socialist view of history, or to one
of its analogues, As dominant within sf as the modernising faction wilhin the
LabourParty,there's thestoryofa heroically sensible group of teclmocratic
reformers taking over and using the world-machinery for the general good. In
postwar sf, one thinks of Asimov, wllose mid-1940s 'Foundation' sequwce
revolves around an ~lite group of 'psychohistorians' who have effedively
discovered history's rulebook; the sequence shows the group's struggle to
preserve human knowledge beyond the fall of the Calactic Empire, thereby
shortening the inevitable age of darkness that must result, 'Psychohistory' and



Marxism·Leninism both claim to be 'sciences' of human development. However,
whereaslhelallersoughttoappeaJ,atleaslinprinciple,totheoppressropeoples
of the world,the former is necessarily and unashamedlyi!litist.Afterall,oneof
psychohistory's axioms is

that the human conglomerate De itself unaware 01
psychohistoric analysis in order that ~s reactions De truly
ranoom. 2

This IS In eflect a codification of how Amencan capitalISm regarded itself at the
hme the sequence was written. The system, not usually acknowledged as such
then or now but rather seen as part of natural order along with the laws of
phySICS, depended upon each company attempting to maintain a competitive
edge III terms of knowledge and tl1l:hnique, themselves cona>ived as forms of
property. In partirular, competition between firms Sl'lhng similar products was
oftl'TI locused around the diSCIplines of advemsmg and marlet research,which
saw the public as an Uninformed mass to be stahsllcalty Investigated and
programmed: tlus IS prl'l:lsely psychohlslory's attitude to the broad mass of
people. Thus the driVl'S and teo::hmques of postwar Amencan capitalism, which
saw itseJl as the saving grace of a world m whlCh previous Empires were finished,
decimated by war, are converted by a kind of alchemy into a complete SCIentific
system to nI'al that claimed by the USSR. Reluctantly, one has to admit that It is a
great lribute to Stalmism that a nation as backward at the start of the century as
Russia should force an Amencan mythologist into this kind of defensive
manoeuvre; lilel'.1se that the free-market Americans should have bw1 forced into
the New Deal. the Marshall Plan, and so on

[n terms 01 the direct mfiuence of socialism within sf. one thinks of course of H. G
Wells, and through him of all the early and Golden Age SCIence fiction which
glorifies a wise and benevolent scientific elite. Many of the early
twenheth-eentury writers explicitly endorsed socia!ism, with rather than against
their better natures, Often. after becoming inta~icated with their own supposed
rationality and sound judgement, they set up, in place of the God in whom they
self-e'Onsciouslydisbeheved,grand capital.lettered abstractions such as Reason or
Mankmd. Eventually, Wizard of Oz style, they found that they themselves had to
ventriloquizein order to hear their abstractions speak. Now, [wouldn'twantto
denigrate Wells, oneafthe founders 01 sf and mhlsearlylifenotonlysane and
grounded. but also in his own person a representation of the new·found
articulacy 01 the lawer mlddle-dassesand an energetic refutation of the notion 01
the writer as gentleman. Some 01 hiS early short fiction, notably "The New
Accelerator" and "The Man Who Could Work Miracles", IS astonishing and
haunting simply for the way in which It celebrates the glory olanomalouslyrapid
motion, Then mhlsearly novels - TkTimt Mlchlllt, Tk first Melllr1lhtMo.:m, Tk
War of tht World" TIlf Island of Dr Mor(Q~ et al - Wells provides a series 01
posSIbilities for the human race, with science as both good (innocently
exhdaratmg) and bad,capable of hurlmg an Edwardian spaCl'capsuleromplete
with romlortable sofas and gilt trimmings Moonwards, capable alsa of creating
the kllld of holocaust of evil and misconceived genetic engineering thateerily
prefigures the actual 'experimentation' urried out by the Nazis fifty years Iater.
The Sphin~ III TIlt Timt Muchil1t stands as an ambiguous emblem of all that is
unquestionable and yet must be questioned; the Palace of Green Porrelain.solike
the palaeontological museums that Wells himself would have viSited, stands for
the persistence of memory, the sense that has haunted and ronlinues to haunt sf
that its own concern for the future is an illusion, and that the eeriness of the
present is ltS true subJed.By the time of Tht Shapt of Things 10 (omt however, one
of Wellss most influential 'novels' ID terms 01 the way in which subsequent
writers have dreamed of sI's political misSion, Wells had himself become a
self--deludlngventnloquist. Thi'lgs 10 Comt is so literal in itsreOtation ofdatesand
statlsllcs, so concemed with the present-day lor at least its first third that Itmight
well have bet11 called Thhlgs Thai Alr(lldy Art, Similarly, Wells's bullying,
self·righteous insistence on the wrong-headedness 01 believing in nahon-states,
r;>-armament, and war grates when one remembers that he was also, a rouple of
years mto the First World War, the author of the national-ehauvinist
keep-yer-spiril5-Up classic Mr Brttlil1g Sm It T!I!ll~gh, No artist can be perfectly
conSistent, but on the other hand each and every work of fiction necdssome grain
of humility or af final sceptiCISm in order to preserve it as something worth
reading. Over the last C\'1Itury, the idea 01 faultless linear prediction has soured sf;
IIkewlse,theloud insistence on one unalterable party line and the concomitant
neglect of the inner life has often changed socialism into another form of
oppressIon

Lastly there's the story of the anarchic wonderland we could live 1II, if only
everyoneceascd sanctioning, by voling and in countless other ways, our present
civilisation This IS perhaps the oldest fantaShcnarrative, the dream ofa flight
from human civilisation into a state which isat once theapotheosisofcivilisation,
and a return to some older, more 'natural' order. It"s also not merely a spectre
hauntmg the world, but a phantasm driving it; in another sense it is the

Communist fiction shorn of its armourplate (naked, unacrommodated, the thing
itself). Ursu[a le Guin's "The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas" is about those
who choose ta walk from a social rontract which allows ease and romfort for the
many at the expense of onc small child's suffering; those with ~e integrity
s~mply walk away mt~ an un.e~plamed, and penlous Beyond. Tht ~ISllOSstS51d IS
sImilarly a dream of flIght, wlth anarchlst refugees from the authontarianplanet
Urras set.ting up their own society on its sister-world, Anarres, For this anarchISt
community, capltahsm IS the sell-cvldenUy ndlculous and near-unimagmable
Other; when Shevek and some of his friends begin to feel that some of the
principles of Anarres's foundation have become obsrured by the growing power
of the planet's bureaucracy and finally admit to themselves that they have been
oppressed within the supposedly free society, they dream of another escape, olan
AnarresbeyondAnarres.

The important thlllg 10 remember about all of these stones, theronservativI.' story,
the Fabian or managenal story, and the anarchist story, is that they are all (but
least of all anarchism, which is not only morespiritual,butalso more corporate)
in somesenSl' fantasies, mcks. As withal! abstractions, they depend upon us
replacing our remembered sensory and kinaesthcticexperience with somethmg
simpler, more totemic. 'Nhen this trick cannot be performed then the world
becomes as chaotic as that inhabited by theeponynous hero of the Borgesstory
"Funes the Memorious", full of countless sense impressions and absolutely
incapab[e of any abstraction, Funesisforeverengageduponqui~oticaltemptsto

effect a kind 01 closure at infinity, wishing to order the world with, for e~ample,

hisownsolipsisticsystemolnum'oers-
Luis Melian Lafinur, Olimar, SUlphur. the reins, the whale,
thegas,thecauldron,Napo~n,AgustindeVedia3

and so on, interminably - but finding these efforts doomed before they even
begin, We are doomed to the same kind 01 lailure, hvingin a latNapitalist,
media-saturated world filled with the deo::ayed Iragments of the once-grand
narratives, One thing that the conservative and social·reformist narratives des·
cribed above have in common is that they are all linear: they all relate our small
struggles in the here·and·now with some grander world·historical struggle to
preserve the best of the old ways, or else to realise the good sooety. [mplicltlyor
explicitly the soeialist story and its analogues depend upon a future boundless in
Its possibililes, and It IS for that reason that they fail to gain anypurchaselnthe
rontemporary world. We now find ourselves, for the first time III human history,
without a geographical or polihcal frontier: the Space Race, desplte NASA's Mars
programme, seems both irrelevant and mundane in a way that would have
seemed impossible fifty or thirty years ago. Teo::hnology progresses, but as the
dreams of si are realised (sort oQ we find ourselves living amongst the

lealworldfau~inessof'Actual Machines'
and not

the power·fantasy techno-dreams of 'Fucking Magic'.'
Previous FM dreams seem remote, ghostly, parodic. Moreover, we now find
ourselves inescapably aware of our own limitations and those of the planet and
the universe. The implications of, lor e~ample, GOOel"s Incompleteness Theorem,
of chaos theory and of quantum physics have now largely filtered through: si
readers and writers now instinchvely realise, in a way that wc didn't in thefifties,
that the nineteenth-eentury dreams of hwnan perfeo::tibility, ~f arbitrarily fine
measurement and predlction, are over. Much of the best sf wntten over the last
thirty years is, for want ofa better word,archeological: one thinks of Ballard's
explorations of strange mental states and of post·technological landscapes,
notably

the rusting gantries in abandoned, rubbish·strewn Cape
Canaveral, the empty swimming pools and motels, the
deadastronalJlsmaroonedins1ill·oroitingcapsu~s.s

One also thinks of the Jerry Comelius sequence writtl'l1 by MKhael Moorrock and
others, which celebrates the dream 01 the slXhes, a time when the Whig view of
inevitable progress reached its apotheos~and then disintegrated. The sequence
begins with/erryasa dangerous, se'1.y, androgynous playboy, a polymorphously
perversejames Bond,a Messiah for a time when one rould

wander in and out ol the professions as Ihough these were
merely french windows on the stage sel of our lives. 6

By the time of ThtCorrdilian 0fMuZIlk,published in 1977,the stage sets of Iile
seemed more tawdry. the universe of personal and sexual experimentation, of
endless fun and p.leasure, of ever-ready researc~.fellowships, was bithis time a
rontractingone. likewIse, Stephen Baxter'sstones "Prospero One" ,"Zemlya"S
and "Sun God" ',are ways of e~cavating and thus mourning the limitless dreams
of space, a dream which now seems to belong to an earlier and more primitive
age. In Kl'l1 MacLeod's Tht Slur Fradion, the history of socialism is itself mined: in
this novel of factions, of situationist wordplay, of all the last warsfought at once,
the left seems to have effaced itself and disappeared. In today's world we, like
Funes,areindangerofmakingn~hingoutoftoomuch;ore.lsefUldingourselves,

ledbyasuddenlyredundantwlshtopushbackthefrontiers,luredmtoso~
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Time up for the Clarke Award?

JohnJmoldlsollLoflhrMlf-4owl or so ptoplt ill tlu UK who dtcitk u.Wlt
SOt/let fictIOn ali(I ~:IJI/IlSY you call rmd. Ht's CUTrtlltly sftdltor at SimOIl &
Schusttr,prq1tJnllsforthtlauI/chofthmllrws[lm,'rillt£orthlighl,alldhas
IIm.',ously M" tditor at &gtllll, MacdOlm/d and Orbll/FuturD. But hat ht
ta/.b off Ili~ editorial Iral milt spttlh pmollQlly, as a lemg-tllnt m1dtr .. ,

THE AR1H1)II; C CU~M: AWAIl.D 011, dcary, dcary mc, Most years slIlce tile
IIlcepIIOlloftlleAward,inl086,thesllorth,tllasbeellWTong-lIeaded,mept
and plain stupid But tillS year. tlley really went to town. Two top class sf

novels - by Kim Stanley Roblllson and Stepllen &~ter - three pert"Klly good
novels "'hlCh h<Jd noplareon a Best oftne Yearshorthst, and a Picadorhtl'fary
no\'e1 whICh IS fine, nothmg speoal, but mort' to the poml NOT A SCIENCE
FJCTION NOVEL Depends on your defmlhon of a soence fichon no'id, say you.
Any novel whichlSpII~rWJasa SC1l'fIC:t'fictJon novel, say I

Chnst alnughly You'd !hmk It was fautYSlmple, wouldn't)'OU, to at lust find
SI~ of the best sf novels r\'l'fV year wrth which 10 ma\.e up a shortlist. So why do
the Gar\.e romnuttl'\' .tlw.tys S(T('W up' Thelr deostonS ma\.e ~ostrad.tmus's

centurIeS loo\. crystal de.tr ThIs ~.tr's shorthSf donn·1 JUSI l.tle the btsrult for
mephrudeandunbehevabLhtY-lloough/Pee\.FremsandMcVlbeswlloJts,ale

Lefs male It Simple Lam M Banks's Un'SSKllI would have been worthy of
wlnrung the Oarle Aw.trd III any year since 1986. TIllS IS not to menhon Peter F.
Hamilton's 11Ir RrIllily DysfllllCIWII or Ken MacLeod's TIlt StOlfr ulIIlIl. [ do nor
belicw thal thc ludges for IlIls award WCflt into the final session withoutthese
bool.son any of tlll'lrShOllhslS -I simply don't believe It So how did rl~r1(of

t1h'm ~'fld upDnlheshortlist' PIcaS{'. pleasedon'ttcll me "We found Sil beller
11Ovels,~becauselwouldhatetocallanyoneahar,cheatandsroundreLNordol

5<1, ""h.tt are we left With? TIllS W.tT's Oarle Award was won by Tht GI!CIIUll
Ch""'k""'~1( b\' AmLtal' Chosh, published by Pu:ador The paperb.KI. came Ollt
tillS month IAugust). and has no menbon, anywhere, of Ihe fact thatlhis bool
""OIl lheOarie Award. There ....as plenly of hme 10 add a mmbon, if Piador had
wtsMd to do so. Instead, lhey ran a null', not wtslung thetr readers to bebeve thal
a Plcador 1'IO\'eI could pllSSIblybtronnected WIth such a downmarl;et geut'i1S si
Many of the fl'IiIjOl" bookseIlmg cNlI\S have shown mterest m theGarte Award,
but thts W1I1 not Lt.st when even the ptl~is1tm of the WUlnLng mtry show no
Intl'f\'Sfm publiosmg the laet. Ifooe of the purposes of Ihe C1arke Award 1510
publlosesf,i1SlSoftenSJld,thenth151sanabjo.'Clf.tllure.

All Ican do IS call on every UK sQnKe fiction edllor tonll hml'OII a lot.tlly dlS­
(rl'l!ltl'Ci aw.trd. And Isay Ihls wllh Imml'llSl' sorrow, !l«.tLlSl' till' UK despeulely
nL'I.'ds a maJOr sf award lInlorlUIIJtely, the Arthur C, Oarle Award can no longer
be the onc. It hurts mt' dt'('ply, slllce Artllur himself was one of tile fust sf wntt'rs I
eVl'r read,and this arridl' has nothlf1g to do wIth disrespect to him. Is till respect
hIm, as lllal·e always done, as onc of the falllers of modem sf. ['m afraId that the
pt"Oplewho lIave made up - and [use!he term adVIsedly - such ndlCulous
shortILStShal·edoneArthurnofavour.EvenmOll'lmportantly,lheyhaveplSSl!d
on the best sf novels In rt'(l'f1t years, more hmes Ihan not. ThIS year m partlcuLar.

-OJttlrIlJllrmldl9!l7

CPIIllllwdfrtw!prtl_sp"!;t
abyss of sell~t (dru85; Mdbw.Id·s; the Sptct CuIs) or rise blan\.
lInromprehencltng half (the~ rLtngled by Class War supporters m front 01 a
moderatetradeunlOJileaderatapublicg.tlhenng).Therearenogre.ttcrusades
for artlSllc freedom left III Europe or Amenca; sure, we fl'IiIy PBgmallCally WIsh
t/utthefilmCrllfJl beavadable tolhose who want 10 see It, but Ihe polemics pul
outbylhosewhoarehbert.tnanS-.tnd·nolhlng-eIse,lhedlalribesaboul

lhe beSlinstincts 01 lhe British people 10

and so forth which Oowfrom thedl"Cl'l1t-and-nothing-elselabIOlds. ,.tllese .seem
rehearsed. To live in an illusion of freedom is 10 hve in the outposl-ghello Ihat the
characters In Slmon AVery's "Anonymity Wall.s" 11 imprison themselves within
Movlf1g Ihrough an eternal Derember.lorever bro\.e, chOOSing partners and ideas
as though In some slow depressive under...·ater \'ersLon of shoppmg . and aool·...
.t1l,lll'Ver,ne·.-ercalhng thetr p.trents because thIS would be.t lmd of betrayal

WclL ....etl -Ours IS not to loo\. back-, i1SMart E Snuth. lead smger of The FaU
ora reman.ed. HOurs IS to rontmue the crack". We have 10 be centred enough 10
value tilt pastWllhout b«ornmgentranced (depres5lOJi hasbfmdescrilJtd as a
lTolIlre-lIle stitte) wrth some myth oithe Golden Ag* If we cm look al soerK'l'

flctlOll'S fust hundred yt.tfS as a separable genre roIdly and JU5lfy then we may bt
JblelO ....ntethebndofVl'SlOllMysfwh1dlhas.tfJ\il~andJOYOUSsenseofltself,
and ,,·hlCh IIas .11 115 heart a kind of fin.ll sceptiCISm. OtherwISe, ...-e wdl bt
lTIl'hl'd under Iheboulder of nostalgIa, and Ihe sf lhal weprodure will be a bnd
{lfc\lIausted paShche, grand but with no hfe-gwmg connection 10 real sensory

PilUlKinaid is, ofrowrst, rttJittDS tditorofVector. Ht's also thraw/hor of
A Very British (;(>nre, Q short history ofBritish sfand [ontasy, a/Id MS
prtVlOwsly bml Iht Admmstru/or Of/he BSFA. alld co-nlltor of Matrix. But
IhthathtwtarshtrtisasMmlllistratoroflhtArlhurC.ClarkrAlUlrd,a
poslllt'slltldsillct 1995 Wllt1t ht lookoL'trfr0m David Barrtll,

JOONJARWLD., oh deary me! Clearly he ca.MOt trust judges as rl'pulable as
authors Cwyneth Jones and lan Watson, mtics Andrew Butler and Steve
Jeflery,orhfelongsfreaderLord Mark Blrdwood to choose worthy soenre

fiehon from the fifty books they read during the year
I ronfess mysclf puzzled by his defin,hOO ofa soenct'fictlonnovel.ThtCMlndl.

Orm_rwaspubllSiled by Picador, wllo do not have.asoenrefictlonlmpnnl,
.ndSO.11 ,,'as not publlShI'd assaeoctfictton. But then. Picador's parent rompany.
Marnullan, does not have a soenct' fictton Impnnll'llher. so when they published
Peter F. Hanulton's T1lr Rrilllly Dysftl1ldlOll Lt was. by this defimtJon. no more sf
III.m Thrc.kvIM~. Yet joIm SMnS to feel that Hanullon'snovel shouk!
hilvebfm~.

TheJudgcsallfelllhat1lltGIIClIlt,~wassoenct'ficbon.sodLdlhe

aUlhor,sodldlherevteWm(see,forexample,BrwlStilbleford'srevteWlnVrdllf
192). John may dlsagree,bul most other people who have read the book seern to
r:DnSlderilunequivocally~encefichon.Mostotherpeoplewhohavereadlhe

book also seem 10 feelt/ulll was a worthy winner 01 Ihe ~rke Award. John is
l'I\t1Iled 10 hisoplf1lon, and wilhout breakmg the ronfidenreof the judge'! 1cannot
e~pl~m why they disagreed wilh his personal opinion aboul what should have
won. 1can, howevcr, say thatlhejudges' decision was as near unanimous as I
have ever lnown in the s.hort history of Ihe Oarke Award, and Ihe Judges all
agreed that, lIpon re-readmg. Tht CIlICIIUII Orl'lHl/OSOllltprOVlded more of whal
lhey expected from agood SCIence fKbon novel than any of the other books undI'T
considerabon..

I notice that John dId not make a song and danceaboulllltClat\.tbtlnga
dJSCml11ed award last year, when the runner-up was Km MacLeod who was lhen
publIShed by joIm. No award IS rompk>tely free 01 mlK1sm, and no OM will .lgree
wrlh every SlI\gJe d«JSlOll of lilt jury, bull cm't help reeLmg that such
mlemperance pweson si fiIr ll'IOI1' than lhe ArthurC Gane Award,

-C1P-II/Kinolldl997
•Aromp/ttr fin ()f p"SI Cllrh ADr" sJw,t/islSllnJ ,uJgts om lit jJund mMatnx 121

TheShort/ist
'Stephtl'lElbtervuyilfltr.'oyagerrt6.99)·AmlllvGhosI'l1hll~1t<I~

(PieaOOrr1599)'JacllMcDtvin~()/G(J(J(V()7'il/l'l"r5.99)'KimStaoleyRobinson

Blue Mars (Voyaget r9.99)· Sheri S. Ttpper Gibbot'!'s Dech IlIId Fal(Voyager (g.99)
• N.LM Wood LoW!glortlle Mahdi(Vislil r5,99)

The Judges
ilriIisItSCiMceFIdionAssociafQI:OrAndrewIlSutlefandSItYllJtffery
1rJ1ema1i:nal.sc:enc.PoicyFOlIIdafQI:lotdMarkBIrdwood(DrMaurlolGoldsritl.llhd
l!iIfiefthis~

SotnceF.dJonFoln:fafion:GwyntthJonesnlanWatson

apenenee. May God also forbid that we become the 1oyallSts' of any C'OlISel'lSUS,
IIowever bcrugn or IfISptred: as With human designs generally, lhe pohbnl
prt¥dSof these tunes WIll SI.Jm"ed iIlld fail provmggood for someptoplt' iIlld
~ for ~hers. As for what happens now, well, wt an listen 10 tilt fadmg of the
old MarxiSt story mto the mdless white I'IO!Sl' oflustory, or watch lis dlSplacemeflt
lllto cyberspact as hilppens m Ken. MacLeod's firework display of Ieft-wmg
erudition. "Ye can Ihen read vampire novels, because vampires, no matter how
fainl thar Vital SJgns, are never fmally dead; or, better, we Gm swilch off the news,
walk away from our polihcal allegiances, turn aside from the old dreams ... and
fall endlessly into Ihe darkness back lowards Ihe body and spiril

-c Dirord Curl 1997
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~l:25a1l.,£SSUP.. fOlllII$£25pppnCb.tie;twn.£40PRII

SlinSorensln,lWoodsdeWlA,HanlDn.t.l.37HY
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ODYSSEY
A magazine of science fiction and fantasy

Issue 0
now on sale

Mary Gentle
& Dean
Wayland ...
George Alee
Effinger ... Brian Stableford ...

Issue 1 launches November:
stephen Baxter ... vonda N MClntyre ...
John Grant ...

£3 from your newsagent or local specialist SF shop

or
£3.75 by mail from Caliver Books, 816-818 London Road. leigh-on-Sea. Southend, Essex SS9 aN", UK
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