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SPINRAD FOR ADOLLAR
"I HEREBY OFFER 10 sell the Amen<an volume nghts
10 my complettd novri Ht W,/W ~I Us for Vl
old\·arlCl.' of Sl 10 rhe publJSher who persuades IT\(' tllat
they 101J1publlSh It properIy~

50 starts.m open letTer, publMed on the Intmwt. by
Nonnolll Spinrad, author of boob such <lS &g I«t
IkfT(lll .md 11It /T(lIl Dr~Ill, Spwac! beI~es tllat Ht
W8/W A,lII(IIlg Us ~lS probably the best novel I have
wntten~. and that 11 IS ~a novel whose pubhcallon IS 01
someculturallmponallCl.'". But afterroctlVUlg a lIumber
of rejectKms - none of whICh aled lad of ~terary

qualityasa reason-he Itasdeoded logo oul on a limb.
His prevIOUS novel Pinur/S81I1dtdnotdoWfOU:"The
sales figures weresulfioffitly low so lhat I have been
told that my Rame IS a guarantl'\' that the major
bookstore {hams willllot order sufficient COpies of
whatever my next novel might be ~ n~gardless of
COIItentorquahly-foranypubhshertobringilout"

5pinradblamesthecurrenl"bottom-lillethmkmfm
Ihemdustryfortlus, Money lSIl't atissue,ht says: "[
Will go 0111 on all even more outrageous limb by saymg
that [be!levethal there are more Important thUlgs lhan
money. ThaI thecuJlural health ofli!eralurelSOlle of
lhern,andthatplanetarysu/VwallSaoother,.mdtllat
the two of them are not enurely separable. And tllat
when a wntel' belleYe he has wntlen sometIung lhatm
some small way <an conmbule 10 ather or botll. he has,
)'\'S. a moral oblIgaTIon IOthal work.whJeh tralls<'ends
lear of pubIK ndlCUie or Ius own ec:onomK

5l'If-m~.·

Jud~foryourselfm IuswebsJtt. whenoyou<an
reac!Jsamplectwpter 0
·bttp:ll~rvorld,co-puJerve.~/oo.epilqes/llOr..
OJploud

WORlD FANTASY AWARDS NOMINATIONS
ThosJUl'IWo!IdFlrIKJ ..... blprtMlMdlllhtWo!ldFIIUr)'
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O1lll,RadIIIPllIllc1~.lStlAnl'IF'IIsIl:lltllnltR-.
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CCUlC1ICO
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(HIftwtlb»~~PIlIridgI8Idhri:rls~Prtssl:$."

Somlow1lJl~offtMnMbMn(Gallra1
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MOFfSSKJHAl.AWARtl
tliIf'IIWr"",Jontslb'n.Tcuj>Cbdf.llF~:srtphenJontslb'
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tnps to Lmdon m the nud-6Os, le~m8 to rhe
anlhologl U,1kIlllSlI'l,lgsSF(lllt.81Shea15o
mall'lf'll aga1l\,lo~Svgrue.ml~1

HerhfelongdlSgustWlthAmen<anforngnpol'
ICY dunaxed m 196fl, WIth her first·hand t\pmence
oflhe vIOlent SlIppress101l of an Vlll-Vlefl\am War
dernoostrahon althe Democratic Convenhon 11\

ChlGlgo. SIll.' moved to Rochdale con~ in
ToronlOandestabllShed ItS hbrary (based largely
on her own pnvate collection) m 1969, When
Rochdaledosedm 19'ro,shedonatedthecollethon
to the TorolltoPubhcLbrary,crtatlllgthe SpolCf'd
Out Library, now the Meml Collooion She wrote
programs for the CBC, most notably lor Id(lls. and
illtroduced lVOntario's broodcaslS of 0, Whe from
1978-81. She COII!inued to bl'vrryactiv('lna vanety
ofpohhGllmovements.

[n the 1980s she dtd much to enrourageCana·
dlansl,founding Hydra North III 19&1,Vld 1Il 1985,
editIng Trwmds, an anthology ofCanadaan sf that
becalT\('th£'firstofa smes. She also r«eIved two

Cana<han~ FlctlOll LImIT\(' Achll'VCl'l'lel1l
AlOarcb for rontnbuhons 10 lheht'ld (1<MJ1Jnd for
Mluevements III edItIng (1<1flt,) ShecootInued her
poIlll<a1aetl\'lSmforas!ong<lSww<lSMlIe Heart
problems led loa lnple bypass operahon m 19'11
Sht died m 12 September 1997 from complgbons
followtnganangJOgUlJlO

We'vedeodedatlerlurthertisoJSSIOI'lSlOertendlhep:>lblhebestBnbshslnovel
pOOishedbelweenl948andl998.RaIher1hanttveetitles,~asegr.'eliveandlislltlem

ilOfder - ~youwishtoannotate your list lhen please sli feel free 10 00 so.

The deadine is extended 10 30 June 1998.

Send your votes 10:

Andrew M. Butler
33 Brook View Drive, Keywonh, Noningham. NG12 5JN

Email.vector·bsfa~rocketmall.com

(sublect ~ne 'PoIl')

-news------------------
JUDITH MERRIL, GEORGE HAY DIE
T\';o lEADING lX.HTS of the science fiction field have died: George Hay. founder of the
SF Foundation, and Judith Merril, editor, writer, and creator of the Merril Collection
archive m the US. Hay was 75 and died on 3 October; MerriJ was 74 and died of
heart failure on 12 September in the cardiac umt of Toronto General Hospital.
GEORGE HA y-Gtlvtt'sprrlntTM...llrCllinl.""ts

111S",,'hgre~tSidnessII\i'·l'toleD.yoUIhJ,IGeorgl'H.v,jll'don30ctobef,

foUowlIljt an optrahon He hatro funerals <lS he prrit'lll.'l:! 10 rt'ITll'mber
fnend~ In hft - so hIs nllif'ral ...,n bt' p!1\',lle. no fIo"Tr'S 1...·ouJd [ill' him
rerneTl1befl'l:l myour IhoughlS and words. so lfvou \<i,lnt to ....'ntl' 10 rnepll',J.5t'
tell rneabout Georgeas you knl'W him, Butdoo'lpt!oot-rwlostmybest
mend
Md/ItGr/Lw, 53 /tl15llml5 SlUr!, HllSllIIgs. TN~ 3BN

CeorgcwasbommI922andafterpubhstungsollltsfnovelsUllheearlyl950s
tuml'd loedllmg. In pamcularhe produred Thr DiSOlllplllrirlg FllIlllr III 1970,,1
·symposlum of sperulation" contaimng both fJct and fiction - It meludes
Samuel DelallY's f~mous essay "About 5,175 Words". Followmg this he turned
hIS dforts to estabhshmg the SF Foundation, now Oounshing at liverpool
Umvef$lty Andy Sawyer wntes about George on page 20, and next ISSue
thl'l"~llbefurtherlnbutes.

JUDlTnMERRlL
FolloWU\g a pm'ate fanuly 5erVtre a memonal 5erVtre for fanuly and~s was held on 20Stptember at her
home, It mcIuded spc».en and sung lnbuti'S. Mementos fromJudlth's life, such as pamtIngs. awards, favountf'
fo<xts, and her "Stop the War~ banner, were on dISplay and a selection of rondolenct letters was Rac! A
cdebrahon of hef hfe 10'111 be held on Saturday U January 1998, wluch would have been her 75th birthday; the
~'enuewillbe~shortJybytheMerrilCoII«hon.ContribulJortsmhermernoryGlnbemacletorhe

lames Tlptm Memonal Fund, wloch provxles an lMual award for fernm~ wntIng msi. 0

·1M~"Jhi'I~yafJwJlt"MnrilIlllSISSIldJov
IMF1Itnd5p{I#ttMnn/CDl1l't11t111
}udlth Meml, born Mtune Judlth GlUSSlNn on
2IlanuarylQ"l.3mNew"cd.• beganherpollocal
eduGltlonearly- her pal'8lts were both mtelJec:·
tuals, her lather an ardmt LonlSl:. She wter JOUled
the Trotsk)'lle5 while at City College of New Yorl.
She met her fint husband, D.m Zassman, mlhe
movement, they rnamed m 19-W. She first enroun·
1C'r1'd sntrlCf fIctIOn when readmgSOmtof Dan's
bool..swhlledl She had her first daughter, MerriL
m 1942, whose name beca~ the sourcr of her
pseudonym

After leavlI1g Dan (she divorced him m 19-17),
sh('andVlrgmiaKiddcreatedParallax,anaj»ft­
ment where the Futunans, agroup of sI writerli and
edllors,oftffi gathere:l. Hm sh(' met FredenlPohL
they mamed m 11).19 alld she had a serond
daughter, Ann lb 1950). She and Freddlvorced 11\

ICI5J,She publIShed her first sf story, "Ihat Only a
Mother".1Il1~,androntmuedlopubllShstones

and novels up to the ('arly 1ll6Os. She edited
numerous sf anthologIes begmnmg m 1QSO, notably
1RII's_ofllV,sBtstSFfromlll5O-1lJb7.md
1O<lS thf '800ls' roIumrllst fOI" the Mir,p:11II' 0{
f""~1I .,id Somct FldlOn from 19f6.196Q She
bI'aImt 1Iltereslfd m MId a proponenl of IM 'New
Wavt' 111 sf (a term she did noImn) dunng her



media news from
john ashbrook

SGI. This wiI feature Richard Dean Anderson
instead(dl ... twn). The entire series has juSl been
pic:lledup by FOJ Nelworl<.swllo,oI course, own SIIy
TV. So eJpec1 to see Emmerich'sbig btass ring on
your t'I soon.

MONEY MONEY MONEY Here are Il1e eaiTlfl9s of
ttus summer's llIodctlusters. 'WeeI<s' IS the time the
liIm has t>een released in the US, not Brrtain, The
figures are the global take, aoo Wet accurate al the
end 01 September. Tfllesnot in bold are not remotely
s/·reJated
$m~Wee«s

533 18 TMLosrWorld
422 12 Men1nB11d
294 26 LI"Li"
229 45 The English Patienr
226 13 BalmilllllldRobln
206 19 TMFilthElemenr
200 IS Conh
183 8 AirFaft'eOne
150 12 FmIOff
129 14 ~rcu~s

102 10 Con/'ct
61 20 Aus!inPoweB
54 11 S/MIWI
31 5 Evell/Horizon

UNDER 16s
l.RoaldOahlMarJlda
2. Roald DahIChII,fitalrdlhtChc.,,-,laItFac!ory
1 RoaldOahlTheBFG
4.J,R,R,TolkienThtHobbil
5, A. A. Milne Wimlir rllt Pooh
6,RoaldDahljamtSamithtGial1lPfIlch
7,Roald Dahl ThtWircllts
B. Roald Dahl ThtTwirs
9. Roald Dahl Gtc'ge's Mart'fllous Mrdirmt

10. Juqueline Wil50n DoubleArr
11.C.S.lewisThtLIOII.thtWilchalldthtWardroo..
12. RoaldDahl FantastirMrFo:l
13.J.R.R.TolkienThtLcrdoftlltRi'lgs
14. Michelle Magorian Goodrlighr MrTom
15. Arthur Ran50me Slmll,]U's al1d AmalOlIs
16. Brian Jacques MarielofRtdutlll
17. Kenneth Grahame Thr Wirld illlht WillolVS
]B.E.B.WhiteClulrlorllsWrb
19. Phillip PuJlrnan Norrhmr Ughr,
2O,BrianJacquesRtdlmll

11, A. A, Milne ThtHOU5t1l1 Poo/l Corlle,
12, l. M. Montgomery AlIIltofGrem GabltS
11MalrolmSavilleMyslrryalWirchmd
14. Enid Blylon The FalliWOY Tm
15. Ro.lld Dahl DamlY lilt Champio'l of lilt World
16. Susan Cooper Tht Dart is Risillg
17.E.B,WhiteClulrloltt·sWrb
lB. Michelte Magorian Goodnight Mr Tom
19,RoaldDahlThtBFG
20. Anna Sewell BlaetBtlrury

Roald Oahl titles, Daisy Goodwin of &okTl!lIlch
said "It just shows that the more politically
incorredand cruel a book is, the more children
seem to like it."

Authors who also scored highly induded R, L
Stine (whose 'Goosebumps' horror series is very
popular), Terry PratcheU, and Chrislopher Pike;
their omission frorn the lists is due to their votes
being sprf.'ad among many books 0

QueUING IN Moscow Moscow's Ko­
dakKinoMirhastheurVq.iedistindionof
tleing the wood's mOS! successful cin·
ema. AfIer juSl one year in Mness, an
average 01 MOO pullers a week rake a
seatbeforeitsSlflgle5O'eerl.paj'lnga
OJmulatJVe~ivalel1Tot$2milliooforthe

honoor,ABoIwrnet1meansthatttllsone
movie hooSl! IS the reapiem 01 flO less
than5O"foofR~a'stolalool-otrice

take. Needess to add,tIle queue tor the

1ill SatU«tay rig'1l performance stre!ches all
the way ro tile Ukraine. Mearrtlhile,on

~anotherMir,pjansaretleing(hwnupto

him the f~s1 e'let mOYPe in space, Russian proWcers are
attemptirlll lallegedy) 10 woo William Caloe and
Oscar-magnet Emma Thompson to sign on for an
uodisclosedproilldwhiehwiUr~i(elhemtogothrooltJ

several months tmnng,thel1 b1aSl oft to the Mir space
statfonGivel1i1srecemsafe1yrecord,lhey'dbellerhlrry
up- ~maynotbe1heretore'ler.

STAROATf:AJARDo~oorememberSta!9lre,thefilm

whiehgotdrlldorRoIarldEmmerichtr.edou110gofor
Independence DJy? Well,1here's good news lor Kurt
Russell fans (or should that be "Kurt RusseN"s fan'?): tie
won't be appeamg in the spinolllt'l series, Stargale

OVERALL CHART
1. RoaldOahlMatilda
2, Kenneth Grahame Tht Willd III rht Wi/!,>1l'S
lC.S.lewisThtLioll.lhtWilchalldlhtWardrobt
4.A,A,MilneWinnitlhtPcch
5,J.R.R.TolkienThtHobbil
6. Roald DahlCharlirandlhtChiJ(l)/atrFartory
7. Arlhur Ransome SlI.ullows and Anlaums
8. RoaldDahl ThtBFG
9, Lewis CUToll Alia in WOlldrrl~Ild

1O,Frances Hodgson Bumett Thr &crtl Gordm
11,RoaldOahl/amfSalldthtG;,lIItPnlch
12. RoaldDahlThtWilchrs
13.louisaM.AkoIlLitrlrWomr"
14, A. A, Milne ThtHollSt'~1 Pcch C07lltr
15. Roald Dahl Grorgt's Ma7Vf'lIous Mrdidnt
16. Roald Dahl ThtTwirs
17.J,R,R,Tolkien Tht Lordofrht Rings
18. Michelle Magorian Goodllighl MrTom
19. Roald Oahl FallrasticMr FllX
20. L. M. Montgomery Amlt IlfG'<'t'II Gablcs

OVER16s
I. Kennelh Grahame Tht Wi"d hllhr W,lIolllS
2. C. S.lewis Thr Li,m, thr Wlrdl and thr Wa,Jwbt
3. A, A. Milne Willlllt rht Poo/l
4.J,R,R.TolkienThtHobbir
5. Arlhur Ransome 5wollowsalldAItlQwIls
6. Frances Hodgson BumettThtStcrtrea'dnr
7.lewisCmollAliainWOlldtrlalld
8. Roald DahlChar/iralldlhrChiJ(l)lalrFactory
9. louis.aM,Alcott LittltWomfll

10,Rlh1ldDahlMatilda

Roald And The Money Factory
ANOTHER POLL was organised by Waterstone's
in conjuction with the tv programme BooktuIrch,
this time asking 1UXXl readers of all agcs for their
favourite children's books. "TlIrre charts were
issued, for over·l6s, under-His, and an overall
listing: over 700 books were nominated. As with
the 'Best books 01 thecentury'poll carher this
year.fantasyisstronglyrepresented,thoughthe
most striking feature is the total dominance of

ni in nell, gleamn~ rumour, cutting'
I

S.wv.HRUSH~Ei$if'lmenews again. The BBC's plan to film his
1980 lamas~ I.Ii<tIighr's CIliJdfen tlas run irrto trooble in Incia. where
!he ~rnmenl, tear1ul cl provoking Islarrlic opirion, has wittmwrl
pemlissioo jO( Iocatkln wort PrOOJction cl the serial- relided to
Saleem's SII)()' - MS shilled 10 Sri lanka, whict1 ~seI! has a 7"1.
Moslem population
GllLlAJo!AJ.lDERSOHWQIl an EmmyAward as Best Actress il aDrama
Series,lor Tire X F~es. She for!1Ol to thank the reSl at the crew and
hadtotakeOUlftAl-pageadsonVarieryandTMHIlhywoodRepotfetto
make amends Emmys also went to John LllhgOW and Krisleo
JohnslQn for lheu pans ill Thud Rock. From (fie Sun, Andr~

KoneMIQvskylotIirecbngNBC"sTheOdyssey,10DaIlrSJQeSf()l'its
tilIes,TheX·FksIQfArtDirectJOn,andSrarT/ri.:VoyagerfOl'-titler
yeoot-"OutslaIl(ingHa~sty1ingFOla Series·
JMET BEUHGER was eleded President cl the Horror Writers'
Association. wilh Alan Rogers adose l'IlI'II\ef-up (58 voles 10 53)
KEN M.t.ClEOO wiI be speaking in the Pulney Debates on
titlertaMnism.SFand!hefulUl'e·,12De<:e!Ilw,7,~-limagine

lhiswill be in Putney, West loIldon. For further delaijs. cootad DrTim
Evanson01817893247(evenings)
BRIAN STABLEFORO"';B appear III a celebfation 01 EdgarAllen Poe
("wl music, theatre, tilm, arimation, a~ and acrobatics'. which laS!
boggIes~milld)atUIlionCl1a~Studo,C<lmplonAveooe,londoll

Nlon8l9Nwember,Bpm,michgh1.Contad01712261686
PueUSH£AsAHoSINNEAS Paut Barnen la,lI.a. John Grant. co-editor
01 the Encyeiopedia of Fantasy iJ/1dco-authotwilhRonTrnerof The
EncydopediaOfSF&FiJ/1!asyMTedJniques),isnowedlorat
an·bookpllblisherPaperTiger,·AlMonennil.lm,SeniorEdlorCaroline
Oaldey has handed 0V9I' sl hartbacks to EliIorial Director Simon
Spanton. but retaPns st paperbacks and will talleoo more 01 Orion's
non·sf ~s1.· FollowIog substantial prol~ and in«ll11e shonta~, ~tper­

CoItins retent/y announced a massive C\J~ ol tale·deiiverln~ authors
cancelingmanycorltracls, Bulstrongob;edionstedtothembaOOog
dcr.on (Ner 100 cancellatioos, and mey have agreed to pay 1'1 hAt
withoulcondtions,waiWIgresttictionsoofe--salesandrepayments
Grosssalesaoppedlrom$93anilicJltoS737miliooforyearended
J\.wle 1997,andprol~sweresla.shedtromS68miliontoS12million.

STEI'llENKJNGhas Ielthis US plIbIishers VOOrlg arid is afering his
neXl novel 10 wtIoe'ier tan aftordhis asking prk:e: $17mition
GoTlfSAHOY Felidae. thooltJ IiJe tor arenamirlg, is a regularlree
newssheel devoled to Got!IJc events aroond the country. SAE to Top
Floor Flal, 8 SpringIield Mourn. leeds, lS2 9ND, Websile at
http://\NW,90thlcl.deD;On.co.u~/felidae/lnael/htll

THEPLA""sTHeTIflNGAnE~rimentWifllan~Pvmpisaplayby

Shelagh Stephenson 10 be premrered by Manchester's Royal
Elc:hange Theatre Company neXl FebnJarf; ~'s based 00 me famoos
Joseph Wright painting, "1799: on the e'le of a new eentury, the house
oliJ/1eeeentrictamityoozzeswithman1caclMly.$cief\tiSlsandbody·
SfIiItdlers,a treak of rnIue and a pair 01 hopeless amateur lhespiaflS
participate in a series 01 gr()lll(\.bteakingelperiments. 1999: ina
W(lf\dol scientificdlaos,clonlrIg and genetic engineeriMg, the cellar 01
t!lesamehoosere'lealsadar1<secrelooriedtor200~ars"

.AnExperimenrWilhanhPvmp,12Feb-7Mar1998,tickels£H16
naJI'pricepre'liewl1 Feb98, TeI.016183398-33,AstheTheatrewas
a>'idimoflaSl~ar'stRAbomb.prodK:!ioosareSlagedatUpper

CamplieklMarke1
V5Kl1lS OH No, realfy Ac:oJn:ir,g to Harlan Ellison on lhe Tom
Snyder chat shO\lfill the US, "Therewillbea LasrDJngelOlJSVisions
watchlhe skJes." Chris Priest was unavailable for «II11men1.
D£ATlfS Call Jacobi,puIpwritet, deOon25 August aged 89. HewilS
a proWlc contributor ro Weird TaJes, Planer StotiIIs and ThriVing
WllIlder Stories, Wfiting mostly lantlsy and horror, with SllfIle
space-opera. He was a tourlder member 01 the lmIneaprjs Fantlsy
Sociely,·AndrewKeir.actor,diedon5Octoberaged71,He
memorably pjayed Prolessor Quatermass in the 1967 HiIMlef
prodK:!i':ln ol QlaIemla5s and the Pit a rOle he recenlly reprised for
BBC ralio in TIle Qlalennass Memoirs (1996). He was also f1 a
I'lltI1ber 01 horror ritms includng DraCI!/a,PrirtctlofDJrlrness(l966)
withChristopl1er lee, and BJoodFrom/fle Mtmmy'S Tomb (1971).
• James A. Michener, writllf, died on 16 October oIcanoer: lle was
90, His1adion'llO'I~ of tI1e US space program Space (1982) was
commercialysuccessliJ. thoogllnot criticaly;in 1985 ~wasmacleinto

at'lmwie • Gl!neral Sir John Hacken, 'Iltlo COOlpiled the best'se!ling
spewlatrlebook The Third World War in 19711, has lied aged 87
.BurgessMeredith,whoplayedlhePeng:Jininthe1960sBatman1'l
series,hasdieda\ll!d89.
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ll'I~aI'IIhoIo9rS650.000 ftltiknSnewIa'WY5D'le$settoerdus·~wmetlnl"~-wddedislol
o:rri:Uonn::We$l.hIAaK.L.tQ..,~~ T'"YI'riIdleII(lMcwo1d).SleIiJenKllg~TOd).OMlE~(BeIgataIh~
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.....sfirlsl'leclhtlbt$l¥Wlg_cnhlsIltJlstl'll:MllkJO'bl.~TI'I!Co1ssnf:Msc:,nwhdlwlbeeunellEule'Tht
p-tM1DlIIlIlle.1ht&l/lCenlMy,nllXJlRingklKenC"miyor~l'lOlbesellltle_kUl!iI$11lI!s:r.FrIdJtn.C.n
~""Ihe~by~""9iPbe!weenllesobJS'fSl8llIWb!le.Msll'ld"Sc:U't.ho'lherel.mSIO_(Tla5~
~a~~clemoo'abc5OClibl.rewoUlanlllpost-ldol;:ausl!lMa"tMl'll-ISI¥lBri!~oIl'IStaltm...
__ lIdroelo~_'''oIlyIl;."'$ll'Ioklflernetu:ltrit~ll'I!alhescmeieftllT

'RobetIHokbloct'"l~WOClfncMl(jgol/lQyI$UnellMiynmVOf¥"s"SlCllyol~ItD.1ey,.IS'boJ
lIilne5sedtl$lfICIlIw'lsuodttobrlganlTUpllcrlcll~I'llO"wcri:l.andl'l5q.JeSlklbmglllfbitilOlM.

.RayBr1llburtlSllICIlt;ngon.IW'I'IOl'II.FromfltCk.lSlRwn«t~he·$I'I'Idwed.,dMIopwlg¥JdW!ttlgInVll'SlOll$oI

ThtAU1la'lOr1:ndJ5porSleplwlSpllberg).l~oIFamrtft~5IporIoWGilsonlnlThe~tfQ'NmSci.
.Geor9'R.R..,.".·s$«lltldbook.,_'SongollcenlF.t~senes.ACllshdKi'Vs.l\l$beenPLIbldtbyVO'(llltftronl

"0cl0beI101lI!1ll~
.Pamell S.gentprtMdestlelftl¥JdRon ..... lhelllkl' FrK/IiIn1$, IiJe utylltXlywlrt:m Paper T.ger Il'slpatJlllllsloryol
fJegNlhefontiolsland1ll'USY
.StephenBu:lefhldabusydlfanl1SepsnblJHisnetlrlOl'el~wasopllCll'lldlllrrnowe~byTheBndge .•
p'oQ.don~~bySonrPicansEntMannel1andlhefftrdl\YUICIl'Ic..aIPkIs.'AdNlkI'mtlodo""iaIIllplI11i

dbwgnepa1ed.° he says. HI also $Ipd a dNlwtl HTV 10 dMIopa trealIJleIlttor a ati«!·slYsl iIlitsClled The Li*. ..
angmgsftsol~eepsodes.irdtipd~wmClionlOwrilearJll!lerbooklllr#leWI!b·JOI.I'9"acljsl_.nbtClled

WebOashandsllOlAdbeOlAIl'IAl4lSl 1998. 1'hewntersollhesea:tld_areBal1er.Enc8roMl. Ka'lMad.eod.PalCldgan•.Ilrnei
l.o¥ep'ell'ldMiggieFU',,"

The book 01 M:lorlseedwl be OUI tlel:l par. and il's a dsaSl8f SlO!1: 'A treat 10 Earthemanateslrt:mlhel.tlon. Itshmanll5WlClll
liamongttle .... YOk:n;'*oIE~o.MwlwtlIe.ApriseesS1eYe·ssecondstorycolectlon.T_('i11'fl9#!lC16.99hb),
ctIl'Itan1gallematrYehlitOl)'lIleslb·!.beMell'"rod'Nolongefto.dltleEarIl'.visiansolspace1mlllike"ZelI'Iyi·.·MoCIl'ISix"and
'P9rnT.tmrr'W'~SICIl'I5iUCt1as'OowlUllfn°rod"TheBloo::lolAAgels·and8flCkll~WCJldSlaneslikll~ltltEarhI"and

'Ge«geandlheC«ntr
·Doug!lsAd'mland'J·fithonTenyJoneshavtcolabor~ltdDr\ansll'lO'o'elealle<lsr~nafllC,liItnel1'fN1ll'1lheUKandll'l

Ot<:8'nbtrinlheUS TriertlalsobtaCD·ROMlOtoIow
'ChriSlophtrFOI'I'Itf'snel1l1O'1e1isSo/ltldt¥(andh"uIsoWflllfl1t!'re~ylOl'amODledBnt~fWnversoDr\oIPsydlo'lile

,GeotIRyman'sUll'ldon Undergfllltld.Sfl2S3mallesftll'llopMlinFeb98{HiIIpe!ColIinS £6,99pb!.allerbtll'lgp'emlfredontht
IrternetearlieflMI'"rlseeMarnxl23,p5! Th". ar. 252 seated passengers plus lhe Itlver on a Tubtcar. and Ryman pens 25J words
aboullhelr Il'ItlllSet'lilgMi I1Inng the NI milllt. tnp Ifom Embrimenl 10 EIep/la11t and Castlt
'JeMy Randl.. itOllt 0I1he nw. sensilY members oIlhe UFO COIM1lJl11ty {Whitley Stre;berlhr8illtned hei wilMlega.I action!, and neIl
'1Nl CoIins &Brown t:ri'og 0U1 Truly WHIt IWtrlly real·itt 'Jam~ts 01 a'egedy paranormal ocwrrencts. OOudngtht 1ace on Mars'

IICIAIi~~
Childhood's End

~. hualUllt.rlll sld'...~lINlicns
plaMtcI_llwnentewrnore.sU1nllWllh~

'*trnbOll01 ArIhurC.ClarU's8Olhtwmclay
Bnanl.Jg'llhillosproc1Jcll'lgandTOI'lJIoU'IcJIMlcl
Iicnma!lJlllgalWlH'ocu~~clClaJU;s

llCMII~sEnd.IarIr~"1wO

pallSCIl2and9NoYember.lll2pm [EItn

"""""Slake's 7Returns
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~a..."II1IlHtIO_."RIdo.

play c-.r 1ht SeY.-**I Crown"... 90
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ptllOb:8CltJr Bnan lqHand_tJre.r,
L.Mls._abo_lwOclhDlIt!'la .....
bnll.dculCllflaclo2anclRado5

T'heUJIlllC'A.odl5ongnalsPllJlbrI'o-u
A_ Md!MIK-.g as Vk SllMn Paaty as
TlllarI,JKq.lIIIinIPNtOIas$trvallnnl
P_TuddIrtIl.masltle<:l;llllldefG'ae.J*,Il
PuaWbJo:andMgltallna.AleaotPlA\lO'I_.IOItol ........ lasltpSOdeol III_-Ol'
~_-50expec:l ~

~.TheSbyIl'llldlleJStrnIan~

inglO CllII'ftl .... FMlIriIIOlI...., I'ot MId a
"JlSoOlICctlJWlI·.wI'odIccnlersIlUlCllf'frol_
pKIllltnl .... atilitylOdtsIroy~by

......-T'hepgy"'iboberelusedasaBIlC

.....QutlIfpossitt, .... \nltIorChnslmas
rumo.n Sll9llfJ1 that ~ wiI be an .1dtndtcI
"$Gl.I'IdulitlQOlII_-..!lhQSl~

(ChnJT....anIElenCroeshreJ

." PLUS
A1JOlDIWIginJ.inuarrilltlwOd'~ol

John Wyndlwn lIC'YIIJ.bolhadapltdl7yJolYl
COruI.bllI Chod<yand ThtKraMn Wa4a nil
~tdltl&lbolhollh<t5e"'Mdtt-w~y

onto Iht BBC Radio CoIedJon Ql ~t artuld l!III
samtum.ntranyr,n.oo

Nolstndlyan$lserl4t5,buIeer1arlyl:llYlnng
mlld1 the urn. termory is a $<.-pan stntS lit
Ray Bradbury SlOl'''5 unclerlhil.....,brtllW.
r'If$04ItltBllIlfft. whoelI 5tartS on Thursday 20
November ~I l1pm. (E~", ChtstWel

W"ml'lo FOil KU8F1ICI{ Al\lmtolwriting, m.ltgflI(lafy
Stanl.y Kutll1ek'l romantH: thriIltr Eyes Wide Shul8lI1ers rts
eltvtnlh month 01 pMopaI phologijlhy. MosI big m<Me5
aresilolr'lllweetolivtmonths ~l!ler1KlJb,Od(isn1mosl

Or&aOl'S
WI1'f<*lltelj'OUlM'WeI.partI)'beeluwl;JslkMtlht

KliIalhal husband m wiI. INlI Tom CruseandNmt
Kicinanl'oavebHnlrlppfdhertin EtlgIillIl!alvearmalOl'ig
1hlln'HMf(ptopleIl'lHotyoooodarealma,aslung'Whal_
l'oapptnedto ?1aod.blll~SOflII""'e

CnastllastoburstJ101e¥l.Kl.trick.lhtpatronWll1o1
perteaxnsts,malitCtuistvofnW'ohtllarfpOl'led38
\flIfStJe4(J.hewuhappy&AmoslIybeeluseKtbridlis
makIl'Iglt»pMCeolU"of.lplod!d!lclJ;olbdynarrdtiSpart
oIade.al'MlhWirrW!f8nlsIOpel1Uldef'oemlOinancer.
~1islant-/utl.n5llatle~blsedOll"'Aldiss

Slory"'SuperllJ1S LaSlMSltnmef Long'llIdwhdl his seen
alIIlr1lIlAIOnSmBobSllMnlllnWiItSOtI-SHI'IS
iI\Ide luIlSSl1e_ I AJgelS made • wI be Kubndl'SIJSl
verIlnno5l5ll'lceACli:IdnIM~11911~IlId"us

lII:IIlofge1araltpoec:ehllmilitbldtl'ltleSll:lltS.
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~W9t.-nalOf.no i¥ed.
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~berg's lossil has been pla'f'lll in 1iYt temlones
OU\SIdelheUStorSllweeks,andhaseamed$21mi1ion
wtile Pmcessltbnonolle.overtllesarnepenod, hasoriy
played in Japan, and has rnllde lhII eq.mltnl 01
$1T,2nWkIl'I.Car1ooosareruallWlOlll)'ll'II....sl.andllll'/
f~fn.makerwhoca1holdlaOWlla;aNIlhtrl9ll!l

be/len'ood'olhallSspelbfIgllasllOllobeWOl'lh
mestigatilg.n'lP5fpas?
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'SiwlglheWlJldm#leSQtlld""~'

RecenlIy. IIeoWs Me begU'l1O lJISlN' a'CU'Id
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skxxtwIg.tIn1!iinpociss.diIf'9.~~lht
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~'lorivNSCJ101W1lCOlJdl\ivelc:u'dilSW7f

"'..- --"""'"

Cltrl, TMTI" a!tt·
GALLAGHEFlONVIDEONo.noIanewOasissige
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104·99l.a~ationollhreelWtedDlMloSlcnes,

oneolW't-.:hIsSlephenGaHaghenWaroor·sG.lreAl
pt"rYIOUsiyunrtleasedillll!fnlbroa«astin19l1Oi1­
CO'lIl!KrlVrtgarOedasltle seOes' peak, when Tcrn
IlakerwulheDocta--tleOll1er$are FIAC61:Ie~

And'ewSmllhandSWl!oIDea11byT~0icQ.

n..GaI~'Iideoalsoea'llairlSnewrnateriallrom

Ot:!iMyolll» I:lllcln. Iht Or WIloCIHIOM.

MIEtHA.~sDosneywilSlaflshoobnganew
TlTlIIImlW<ell'll998. ,sa- rift: Voy.lge(s Pa1rIc:k
SIewar1p'opo$8dlO .... _·prOlb:erWertdyNeuss
Il'IStpI.-nbeI Slwadyes.,Paramo.I'Ilwlbql
P'Ol1JdJlI'I an #le 9!h 5lar" T1fk fim Il'I March 1998.
JonII~ Frtbs wi P'~ 00cl. and PalIltlI
S1eWaIlwu rfllCl'ltd1p.cl$12mi1C1l'1IOSIM
·l.IuIera Fisllbumeand CMriI-AM Moss •• sel 10
SlaralongsldeK.nuFlwtes .... ltIesll!KMeM!JlI(lIll
rtla1ml,'lJ(p-ucb:1IonlXJllPilllYWullrogTIIIe_be
etJIl'IQtlespeoalelled:sn-htmekJlhelo'tlc:c:nlr9
hHdIon~_'ArOM1Hi1SunerdD

O:IStbyRods.tnglQSongnaIybroidcasl~aplay

anC8S tw., 1951. wan 29 SeptleSo-fi ChameI
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Many thanks to
8rian A1diss, Paul Bamett, Stephen Baxler,

Elizabelh & Paul Billinge',Simon BIsson, Brum
SF Group, Anaew M, Butler, Ellen Cheshire,

Arihur C, Clarke, Andy Cox, Cardinal Cox. Gary
Dalkin, VikkiLee France, Davkl Garnett, Mary

Ge:nlle, Aoy Gray, John Gribbin, Jon Coullenay
Gnmwood, Edward James, Steve Jeflery, Dave

langford, KenMacleod,Stan Nicholls,John
OIl1s, Steve Palmer, Andy Sawyer. Maureen

KincaidSpeller, BrianStableford,Waterstone's
inL.eeds,lanWatson,andSteveWoottall

Best Novel
Sl,phenBute' rg,{Voyager:£16,99 lobi

Jack DtlghtonA SoolotllfFbd<{OO; f5.99 pb)
Greg ~91n fMspoi~l()lon: [16.99h1l,[g.99lp)

~IGairnan(llf.lid'ajz..J:inJ.l.lUh.c.weIVess,DM

t.IcK6an)~.1IlrW.rrilarl:£IZ.99lp)

1I..lollnflmisonS9:1SriUI{GoIin:z.t16,99hb)
Gwynt1hJonISPhoMiz~lliIGolin:z:r1699itl

TimPll'litr1f~IVe.i!IW(l.Igen:l:W.99lob)

SrianSWllolonlC/Wl>eno,Cr.dt(llgend:C16991tj
TricllI SuDlvan Soroeonetl Wn:IIOMI.II(0'i0n:£16.99 ttl)

IIIkhHISwMwlek,**F,usr(()ion:£16.99hb,[g.99lp)
lanWlIson CbdeIGolm:l: £16.99ttl1

J.ckW_kL,rsN""Frbt8eiWldl./$I~:£8.99pbl

Best Short Story
ElIg'llI S,me 'Thqrm" (_lOOI! I~

PilUlKlllt'id"l.aslDafrih~-36Elp:lS\nS·

IllacklhilReo:l<u~

MiIflinSimpson'1l;n::irgAtoU,l,rdiedIl1l"
(n.11Wd~I1)

~TII\I~'Soi.lSonfI"'zonel'~

Best Artwork:
BrIanFroudCa>e/olT.... WQodl'ttilbf TerriWfd'\!

(lIgeIld:£5.99pbl
Mk:~IWlld.lneo..ri1lrfGol:lenKeybl'MillriIP..1MI,

JerrierIlotl8l1on& Kale EJa IPin:£7.99 pbl

TerryPratchell), and a WamerBrosammahond1splay
Local artists Peter McKenna and Julian Baum will
show work ranging Irom sculptures of sf characters to
computer-art featuring Chel5er Town Hall going up in
flames, 6 ill Indrprrulrncr Day. Therewi1l be accompany·
ing events, creative writing classes, signings, an
amst-In-residm(e,bookstallsandsupporlmalcnaI.O
Contact: Steve Woolfall, Grosvenor Museum, 27 Gras­
venor S~t, Chester, CHl 200, Tel: 01244 4020]5. Fax:
012oM347587,Email:s,woolfallpchestercr.gov.u~

So far so good. But the toaowing &indays Qlserver
carried a lenet from Aithur: "'Nnen I renlarkedloBrianAldss
thal Stanley KubrickhaO'1't enough money to make me wOfl<
with him again, m~ meaning was that no one had enough
mooey 10 make me leave Sri Lanka and retum10 Ihe ardic
nQl\h.Perhapsbecauseloonotbelongtoll1eendan~ed

spe<:ics of ac10rs ,my r~ationswilh Stanleywt!fe always
veryamicable,arldtheontjl serious dsagreenlent we ever had
oont:efned ltJe publicatioo dale of ll1e novel. Contrary to many
reports,lalwayslourldtvmveryc;onsjderaleandre!udantl0
hurt other peopIe'slee!ings - except when ~ was necessary,"

Back 10 the 5O'called're'kN. It's a shirwlg example of Ihe
Sunday Paper SdIool 01 reviCWlng - vil.,10 ramble on al
leng1habwt your own i>plnions lrelevance to the subfed under
ciscussioolsuselulbutnotessootial)and,usuallyaltheend,
tossoflasenteneel:l"twoactuanyaboulthebookdseltHere.
in a substantial hatt,page review, there are ptecisely four
words commenling on !he ostensibJe subject 01 the reYlCW,
Jam ,saXle(s book 5ranley KuMck: A Bio!Ta;:try. Here they
are:"juOciousandweQ·researched"

-ChrisTerran
'Witflgralelv/tIlanlr5toPaul8iUinger,Andy811t"r,Sleve
Jeffery, and John OIlis. Sendst·relareddippngsandClJltings
toC/'ris Terranarlhe ediIorialadltess

FROM ANDROMEDA To THE X-FILFS is an exhi·
bilillTl of sf and fantasy-related art at the Grosvenor
Museum in Chester. It will run until 30 November and
includes work from Roger Oean, Jim Bums, Keith
Scaife and Brian Talbotamong many others, There'll
be X·filrs comics artists, Colin McNl'il and Brian Hitch
from M~rvel comics, Slephen Player (who works for

SF ART IN CHESTER

• NORMAN TeBBlTis roola

11
1•••••11 name you'll see often in

Matrix, but al me Tory Part~

pre=sJ~ Conterenceherevealedboth
g~ ..... glheextentlowhK:hbeingled

(atterafastuonlbytheMekon

• ~~Ni~,U~m:s:::e
Ilm~,~""",~,~,~",=::"-,.,-...-.-"Jin~~~ at =.$iv~e ~

space lidion alienijfe form: he said,illairhasinvadedOld
labour and remade ~ l'l his image. Only ll1e spil<Jest, pricl<:liesl,
case-hardenedl)dlabourileshavenoltleenenvelCJl)&darld
reprC9arM1ed,PaddyAshdown~sOOeningested.-{Olwtedlr'l

The Gwrdianol 8Octobef).

SHINING WITPhiltip Frl!flCh's're'/l~'(vmyquoted?See

~ow)oIJo/Ir'IBaxter's5ranley/(ulxldr.ABiogra;:try{Cl:ts@r·

ver,26Seplembef) shooe an interes1lng sideligllt on 2001: A
SpaceOdyssey,FrenchllOteshowKubrickisnotooouslor
treatingenlployeesandco-workersasslaves,andtvsknackfor
malarlgenernies."When Arthur C. Clai'Xe, his collaborator 00

2OO1,wasaskedhowmuch/lewouldhavelobepaidtowork
withtlmagain,heconfidedinfeMowsfwritetBrianAldss(who
had sllfletedil1 Ki.Crick's handswithoul being made ridl, as
CIar'Kehacl}, 'Hehasn1go1thalmuchmooey,~

KURT VONNEGUrS BROTHER IGNOBELED! BSFA AW~I!QPS
THIS YEAR'S Ig Nobel Prizes were handed out on 9 BIOLOGY
October at Harvard University; recipients included T. Y.gyu and his colleagues from Itle University I Send awards lIOOlinatioos to I
~~;~~O~~~SI~~~ :~~~~~~~~Ks~i:~~~~ ~~~ ~n~P~~~~~'e:;l~g~i~:~~~e~i~:gu~~~; Rook's C071~:,H~I~ynch Hill,
thl' Nobel Prizes, and h.onour people whose achieve- measuring people's brainwave patterns while they Whitchurcll, HlIlls., RG28 7ND
ments "cannol or should not be reproduced" chewed differrnt flavours of chewing gum. (Published Ema~ cphill@enterprise.net

ENTOMOLOGY as "Chewing gum navor affects measures of global OK. what ~ going on? As Iwr~e tills 15 October) Ir.ave had
Mark Hoesller of the UnivelSity of Florida, for his complexity of mulliclmnnel EEG", 1. Yagyu et ai, one IlilW nomination from the memtlership sWrce Iwrote my
scholarly book Thai GUI,k I'll Yeur Car [fen Spero Press NturopsydlObiolcgy, voL 35, 1997, pp4605(l) piecelor MaDU' 127(3 AuguSl).
19%), which identifies the insect splats that appear on LITERATURE As I implied last time, I am not so coocemed aboJllhe
car wmdows Or Hoestler drove to Harvard (wy OIJrun Wilztum, Eliyahu Rips and 'toav Rosenberg of novels. ~'s ttle artwork arld short stories tl\ilt worry me
quickly) to collect his Prize in person. Israel. and Michael Orosnin of the US, for their From ltJe survey reSlAls I krrowthat you read a 101 01 shOl1
ASTRONOMY hairsplitting statistical discovery that the Bible contains stories (unless you just buy the magazines to fiB up tile
Richard Hoagland of New Jersey, for identifyulg a secret, hidden code, (Witztum, Rips and Rosenberg's shetves), So are lIley aN so bad thal 1)(1 one can find

artificial structures on the Moon and Mars, includmg a ongmal research was published as "Equidistant Letter ~~:~~t~~::~?:a1~~~~~::
human face OIl Mars and ten-m1le high buildings IJn the Sequences m the Book of Genesis", Slalislicul SOt'l1C(, book or magazine _just spot SOOlettling!hal you ~ke, l1<te
far Side of the Moon; S<'C TItt MOllunlmts of Mars: A City VoL 9, No. 3, ]994, pp429-438. DrOSllin's popular book, the artist and S(MJrce arid aop me a line.
,m Ihf Edgt offouvrr (North Atlantic Books: 1997). Thr BiMr Codr, was published by Simon &Schuster,) Remember also tNt it is the number of nominations
COMMUNICAliONS MEDICINE received fOf Nch item thal counts, Just beeaUH an
Samfofd Wallace, president of Cyber Promotions of Call J. Charnetski and Francis X. Brennan, Jr of Wilkes item has ~ listed /lere does not mean lIlat you
Philadelphia _ neither rain nor sleet nor dark of night University, and James F, Harrison of Muzak, Ltd. in should not also nominate 11." en ilem has one nomina·

~~;~~i~~u~~s~\:.a~~t:~ ~~~~~ ~~ ~~~~~~ ~a~:Z:a~~~~~~f~~~o~::: ;h([~~)t;~u~~ ~~~t~~ enother has two, the laller will go on the

latory notes (lots of them) to: Cyber Promotions, 1255 lion, and thus may prevent therommon cold ~r.;,:;:r~~~~~~~ =n~~r:r~:::.
PassmoreSt, Philadelphia, PA 191]1, USA ECONOMICS sider them as wathy 01 being merlIiooed on the covers ol
PHYSICS Akihim Yokoi of Wiz Company in Chiba, Japan and books as the Hug<> or NeWa awards, We wan1lhe authors
John Bockris of Texas A&M University, for his Aki Maita of Bandai Company in Tokyo, the father and I Mlustrators to coosider them to be worth winl1ng. The
wide-rangmg achievements m cold fusion, in the mother of Tamagotchi, for diverting milliOlls of ptesentation celemony should be one oltlle mosl important
IransmuWlon of base elements into gold, and in the person-hours of work into the husbandry of virtual pets mm e~ents in the Bt~ish si wood, not lUst tagged on and
e1ectrochemical inCineration of domestic rubbish. METEOROLOGY dsmissed (for those at Easletcon earlier this year)
PEACE Bernard Vonnegut of the State University of Albany, for But it is very dlflO.l~ 10 corMnce those outside 01 tile
Hamld Hillman of the University of Surrey, for his his revealing report "Chicken Plucking as a Measure of BSFA 01 the importaroce ol tile Awards ~ the membefshij) 01

lovingly rendered and ultimately peaceful report "The Tornado Wind Speed" (published in W('ll'lhmvist, Od the~;~;,~~~~~~~~r~car~~nce to

~~~~t ~:~od~7p~~~~ed ~nu~;(tp~~~3~ v~r ~~li~;\~S ~~r~iS Vao:~r~a:r:~:t;: b~u~is ~~ have YOlt sa~ and to make the awards mean~~ tNl
22,pp745-753) Peter, 0



novel based 0I'l the tv series
Ben Marcus Tile Age 01 WIre aoo Slrlllg (FlamIngO ° Nov; £1299 hb, 16Opp) -
Undassdiabie medlal'on on !tle power of objects and enwonmenls-·a FinnegansWake
lQ(IheOOs·
J.R.R.TolkltnTheLordoltheRjr1gS(ToIkien,NO'I;£6.99iVtNpb)-Reissueet'The
8oQ( oI1he Century', Wllh Toikien's original OJSl-lado:eI designs. Also ava~abie as atm set
at£25.00,whichindudesTheHobtit
Roy Porter A MedicaIHistotyofHumafljly(Harpe!CoIIins: °Nov: £25.00 hb,c5OOppill.)
-,.lroma~tothepresen1

Douglu Rushkotl Children 01 Chaos (Flamingo: Nov: £799 pb. 28Spp)-tn wrnch
cyberguru Rushkolf 'deconSlruetS the cu!hJ,e et tile generahOn he ca~s the 'saeenagers' in
tu search fOl stralegles tor coplog with, and lhrrving amidst, the discontinuity of the
poSl-modemelpefle!lC8'
LesMartinThex-FieslB:TheHosI(ONov:£3.99pli)-NoveIisation
MatthewStulgls Aubrey8eardsJey:A Eliogra~ly{HarperColins: ° Dec: £20.00 hb
c320ppil.)-Anea~yandveryinfluel1hlfantasyartist,who,;tedastonis/Wlgly)'OUng.g.'"

*SIleriS,TepperFamilyTIf61010ec:£16,99hb,!:9.99lp,c500pp)~Newslnovel

ireesaresuddenly~atalantasticrate,andpoliceoflicefOoraHerYythillksshe

l<l1wswherethepla~ottreesbegan.Elsewtlere,inlhetarfutUlewhentechnoiogyMsaU

butvanislled,lwoprincesgoonacpJestltlallakesll1emfunherthantheywantedOorawiO
~ndllYlaboulthefuture, Meanwhla. tile trees keep growing. •

*SherIS.TepptrGibboll'sDedineandFaN(1Dec:[599pli)-PaperbackoltheClarl.e
Awaro.norMlnaledslnovel
Raymond E. Ftlsl Rage 01 aDemon King(O 1Dec,£999tpj-Thlrdtnthe'$erpentwar
Sa~' Feistlsma,nedtofantasyoovelistKaltllynS Startludl
RobertJ.Sawytr IlJegalAlit11 (0 22Jan9B:£5,99pli)-Analienstarshiparrivestn
need et spares, which Eanhwil manuladure in exchange IQ( a~enled1t1ology, but one 01
the aliens ends Upln coUIt 00 amU«lercharge. Then some differentaliMsarrive ..
Jack IlkDel'ilt EremilyRoad(O 2 Feb 9S; £5.99pb)-Fa,·Mure archaeologists study
ancient 2flth century CUb.Jre.
Victor Koman MilJenniuml3: Weeds(O Mar 98: £599 pbl

. .., ..
InclvdngHarperCol;ls.FIamingo,Fonlilllil

Sharon ShiM Jovah's MgeI(20 Od; £5,99pb)-Fanlasyaboutreligionandlaithlroma rismg
star et Ameticanr(JTIantictantasy, mudl praised for her style
Graham Edwards DragonlJame (0 20 Od; £5.99 pb, 441pp) - Dragon fantasy, the final
volume et a lriIogy; the flrst. Dragoncharm, IS now bein9 made inlo an animated tea1urefllm by
DandeliOl'lFllms.E~ards,acleSig1stll(iomanall"l',wasOOrninl965inSomerse1arKlnow

ives11'I NotIJr19fiam
LewisGannelt l.tJ!er1nlllmI2: Ge!lenna 10 Oct: £5.99 pb)
EverenOwens TheX·Filesl7.CooIro/(OOct:E399 pb)-tWvelisatlon

*Etiubeth Hand GbIMlelVlg (0 3 Nov: £5.99 pb, 413pp1 - ErotK: millemiat sI from the
mudl·praisedautl\o(otWakingtheMoon.1tis1999 The last Days. say some. Thf Frst, claim
OlhersThedimateiscleatl'/warmlOg,andUllClergoondcuttsarepreparinglQ(!hefrenzyetaN
trenzles JadI Fimegal\ tile WllIkfs Jast literary pubistiel'. is ltfing et AIDS. Trip Mart~, VR
Slar. is dyIl19tromtoo many li"ugs, Marz Canli"'f is waJting 10 bear Trip's d'ilcl, andLl!OI'\a{d
ThorpeisCOO'lll'lQlolownwithhislde-restorl'lgeliJir,Trippy$\ll.newagerevivalsancllhe
hotlesthalillaoogerlsll1eimaginationcanbJy-rtmuslbethetimeetIheGlirnmemg:Harn.!
!ivEs In Maine,which she "sWears is Qelling Ilotter'
OouglasE.Winlilf(ed,ll.WJeMom(17NO'I;£5,99pb)-UnkedSlor~~invanoosclecades

etIhe2Othtef1tury,witll aIramillg novella byCM Baf1.;er
*Arthur C. Clarke 3001: The Anal Odyssey (17 Nov: £5,99 pbl- Fvst paperbadc ~biicanon et

thelasl'OdyS$\lynovel.ThesecondandtturdarebeUlgrerssoed~mi,ltaneously

ArttwrC.Clarke2010:OdysseyT~(17NO'IIR1982),£5,99pb)-»-Dec8J

Art!1urC.Ctarke206r:OdysseyT/lree(17NO'I(Al987);£5.99pb)-»-Apr88
*Katherine K8fr Red Wyvem (0 2Il Nov; £16,99 hb, £9.99 lp, c4OOpp) - Fantasy set In Kerr's

Wllr1dofOeverTy,BookOneet'TheDragonMage'
ChrisCarlerl.liJlelmiwnlr:T/WIgsFalApatl(ONO'l;£1599hb,c304pp)-Ccw'1lu$lllW
labell&d tv ~e.in - this dtfers trom llle E~zabelh Hand noveIisation 1lOl&d abO'le.
Kevin J. Andilfson TheX·Files VI,{T/lleIOC/(O Nov; £16.99 hb. c256ppl-Sixth original

128,

------recent & forthcoming books-

~

IncJtxjng Vista, !ndigo

SlephenJoroes&OavidSul1on(eds.) Dark Terrcxs3[Vista:031 Oct: £16.99 hb,381pp)­
OnginaIOOrrOfanlh.WJlhstOfieslromBraibJry,Brite,G<WJlan,COI'lSlanline,Campbell,Cadgan,
FowIlIf MichaelMarshalSmilhandolMrs
Slephen Jones& DavklSullon leds.) DarlrTerrotS2[Vista:31 Oct;£5.99pb,379pp)­
HorrOfanth

*Joe R. Lansdale BadC~(O 31 Oct:£S,99Ip.292pp)-New Hapwm$cnme~,with

fantasy trimmings
*Tom Arden The Harlequin's DaIlCl! (0 31 Oct; [16.99 hb, c448pp) - Fantasy, the 'F~Sl Book

et the Omkon': adebut novel. It"5setinan 18th cen1lK)' Wllr1d of muskets and tvgl sodety, and
ISdescribedasbeUlg'inthetraci1loootDavi<!Eddir,gs',Ardenwasbornandgrewupin
Australia but now IlYes in Brighlonandlecluresltl 18th century ijteraltte
leVar 8urton Altell'llath[Vista' °Od: £5,99 pbl-~lypIJC horror, 'along the lines of The
Stand'accorOOg 10 Whoopi Gofdlerg. tr(JTI the aClor who plays LaForgelrl SlaI Trek. $et In the
early years et the next tef1turywhen the lirstblack preSldenl IS assassinated,lhere's amasSlYe
eanhquakeinIl1eMidwest.andtheUScoIapsesinlo~ssecondcMIwarMd-YOOl1Jessedn

-0I'l!y c:fHl man can save lheworld, ItI this case a doc!Q(who hasprO<ilced a delicewhich
curesalciseaSlls
AlanldooreVoteoIIheFire(lncigo:0d;£5.99pb)

*Terry Pra1chelt & Stepllen Briggs The Unseen I.JniwtsilyDiaty 1998(Oct:£S,99hb,
UIlpa!llllilted.wt.J-hMdtocome.l~ustra1edbyPaulKi\lly,thisfealltesanexdusive~ljllh

dayinfNeryweek(Odeday),amapofAnkh-~andaguidetoplaC8solinterest(eateries.

~b$,sodetiesandclubsetc,).And,er,lotsetdays,\'Iell,youlrytoreviewanemplyciary

ChristopllerLHTaI,DarkandGtuesome(00cl:£15,99hb,cJ2Opp)-CoiocicirIgWlth1he
cen1enary 01 Dracvla. t!leautoblovaphyot1heaClQ(mOSl assooatedwithll1eCooot

*Diana Wynne Jones Deep Secrel (0 Od; £16,99 hb, cJ52pp)- W lantasy, There's an
IITlbaJance in tile mulbverse: EartI1 oeeds pushing l"""ards the magical, 'Ayewards' ~de, and
RuperlVenabieslsinYolvedinpushingtheWOfldbacktortsriltttfulplaceButhissponsordes,
!hereplacementisn1interest&d,andm.slanslogelllYlethand,.

pb_paperbadc: hb_hard>ack; tp_trade ~argelOfmat)paper\ladc, pp_extent
ill. -lustraled: ed. _edited: A{JI_reissuelreprirJ1~irs1publicationdatel

>x_r~ioVedorhldatll:GN·Grapl'ic~:ab_Audobook:YA_Y«ll1gMJll

cxt._storyOOJecIion(sarneauthor):antIl._anthology(cifterentauthors)
*_Highlight <ii?_Edlor'schoice O-FrstUKer.i\ion

Treatfutvredateswithcaution.ARu~edremarksbyCl'risT!lfran

OJoIedcommentsarefrompl.tJlishers'malerial-caveatem~

- ThanJls to AkhaelJ. Cross for his ildex:http://~w .•jct~b.d~D,C(l,ui:/topbsfa.btJ-

Paul Kearney TIle Hereoc Kings [Vista: Od; £5.99 pb) - Fantas~. BooIo; 2 of 'The
Monarctueset God'.
J. G. Batlard TIle Drowned Wort1(ln<igo: Nov IR 1962),£5,99pli)-»-ApfB2
J.G.BallilTdTheTenM.1IBeach(lndgo:Nov(R1~J,£5.99pb)

J,G.BaIJard The Voices of TIfne (tndgo' Nov (R 1962): £5,99 pbl-»-Feb93. Three
reissues. Dtmmed WOI1<lwas recently broodcast on &o/lAt8edt1me. TermltldlBeachls
"pe!hapsJGB'sstrongestsi1gecollec!joo"(DavidPringleintheSFEj,andVoicesoITitne
was originally published as The Four·DimensiotlaINightmar!l.

*Ursuta K,Le Guin A Fishell'llan 01 the InJandSea [Visla: NO'>': £599 pb)-Cct. et B
slOlies and a ~ighttullntrO<ilction 0I'l why Le GUln likes 51: "vIla~ty,largeness, and
elaC1Ilesso! imag:nation: playlulness, variety, and strength 01 meta,oltor: treedorn trom
conventional ~t('(ary elpectations and mannensm; moral seriousness; wrI: p1zzazt: and
beauty:»-J93
MichaelScotlRoIIanTheLordoIMKtfleAir(Vrsta:Nov:£5.99pb)-;o.Dec95

*Ian McOonakl Saairice of Fools [Vista: NO'>': [5.99 pbl ~ McDonald"s splenQd Northern
~isl1taleet aiensand!he Troubies Recommended »-193
S.P.SomlowDarlc('(AngelsIONov,£1699~,~384ppl-Darlctantasysetin18(l3A

YOlICt>oprlest'ssearchlOflt1eseaetsofliteanddeathtahhlmfromrevdutlooaryHalllto
ameellnQwrth Byroolo Wesl Virgu-;a to West Alnca
r.larkChadbournScrssorman{ONov:£16,99hb,c352PPI~Horror,ACllydealerhasa

tx-eakOOwn and tries IOfllCOYef in amagical hoose.
*TilfryPralchttlJingo(ONov:£16.99til,2B5ppl~Pratche,rslastbookforGollaI1tl,tIle

21st Oisewortd novet Here TP brave/)' tadcles war, but unlike 5ma" Gods, which
successfuly took 0I'l rel9on.thls OfledoesntlpJilecome ofI,Ankh-Mo!porIcandKlatchfind
tIlemselves hea(fnglor war over possession et anewislanct mysteriously arisen from the
dep!hsotlt1eCirdeSea V"lI'I1esarKltheWatch~miledupinfN8llls,viaaKennedy·

assassination spoof,butdespitesomeettoofNen Pralchentindsn diHl::utt 10 be tvmy
about the subjed: perhaps the only possibie comedy about Of9drllsedmaSs,murder is
biack,wtJchisn1quitehlsstyle,O!COI1se,nbeingaDisewortdbook.1herearealolot
good jokes along tile way,bJl 1heoverall e!lec1 isratherdepres~ng. And perhaps lhal's tile
point (InterestingiylOf a book about war, Deall1 maltes only the brielest o! appearances.)
NfNertheless,rt'sanimprovemenlonHoglalhe,.andisrecornrnended;irsatx-aveallem~

Lisa Jardine & AJan Slewarl Hostage to Fortune: The Troubler:1Ufe oIFratICis Bacon (0
Jan 98,£25hb,384pp)-Newbiogaphy of the Renaissancewritef. plliKlSOp/1er and
statesman,lOt11defottheKien1ificmelhodandaulhQ(olthepreto-s1T1leNewAlJantis

*GwynelhJonesPhoonIXC.afe[Vista:Jan98;£599pb)~»-194.Third'Aleutian·noveI.

toilowing 00 from
Gwyneth Jones W/lire Oueen [Vista: Jan 98 (A 19911,£5,99 pb)
GwynelhJonesNorlhWioo[Vista:Jan98IA1994):£599pb)-»-Aug94.Sep95
VeraChapmanTheEnchanlress{OJan98 £1699hb,c256W)-Arthooantantasy
rrther1ounpiJ;Nishedandloundamongtler~persaflerhercleathin1996

Paul Kearney The Iron WSr3(OJan98,£16,99hb.cJ2Opp)-Fantasy, Book3et'The
Monarchies et God'

,*Ian McDonald Kmya (0 Jan 98; £16.99 pb, c448pp) - Sequel to Cliaga, COI\bIIUing tile
story et DrShepard (on board the BiQ OIImbQqec1), GabyMcAslan (living wi\hln tile
ChaQa zone in Alrica in an experimental artistic community),and their daughter Serena



invaclePellucidar
*NeilGaiman Death: The Tune of YourLile(O Nov;t1,99tp, 96ppj!,)-New 'Sanlinan'

storyabolJtMorpheus'ssisler,~111

Rachel Abftlev The MaJUng 01 Spawn (0 Nov: £1,99 tp, 96pp ill,) - Another
behlnd-lhe·sceneslookafamOYie,withcoslumes,~oWctiondesiglandspfl ..

,*Oave McKean & Nell Galman The sandman Duslcovers (0 Oee; £35,00 hb. 2OSppill.l­
Complete roIlection 01 McKean's artworkfOl Gaiman's eXllilOldirlary GNs. plus, 'exdusrveto
!tisbook",arleW'SaOO1lan' story

*JoIln Gatehouse & ~H Willmells TIle A-l of 8riti5h A!lm800n (0 Jan 98; £U9 Ip
28Bpp il.) -"The indspensa~e reference book lor this ever popular field: Covers UK
arimationlromlhel)egimingofthecentury.lhroo91 IvorIheEngineanduptoWa/liceand
GromitlndudesanA·Zof1uR1englllanimaledleatures,animaledspecials, tvseries. sIlon
tilms and commercials, plus aWho's Who in Animatioo section

Dal'idAaronClark Intc the Black (Eros: o Ott t599 pb. 256ppl Eroticdarklantasv.A
professional dominatrix has an encoumerwitll a mvsteriolJsforce, whi<::h stlips awav everyday
liIe in New York 10 reveal a neaopolis where guesome beings exist a l'itntion away from
dele<:tioo".

lndrJ(jng Eros Luc Benon The Story 01 The Filrll ElemenllO ~: £2499 lp, 244pp ill.) -"A beautifully
ilIustraled"-arlditsl1ouldbe. atthatpnce-"accoontollhemakingoloneolthemosl eagerly

Todd McFallane Spawn:Clealion (0 14Aug: £7,99ljl,UP ill) awalledfilmsO'lthedecacle,fromnswnle.-aoddireetct.LucBesson Pad<.edWlll1stllls
ToddMcFarlaneSpawn,El'OIution(014AuQ:£7,99Ip,UP~I.) andprodicllOOarrwork.lndullngdeSlgnsbyMoibIusandJean·Pal.lGauttler"
ToddMcFarlaneSpawn:Revelalion(O 14AlI9;£7.99tp, UPiR)~GNs Dave Dorman Srar WaTS rile Arl 01 Dave Dorman(O 0cl.l1999 lp, 12Sppil)- Donnan
John Rozum, Charles Adlard & Gordon Purcell The X·Files: Internal Alfairs 1015 Aug IS res,x>nsiDlelormoSl of the covers DI Slar Wars books. «rnICS, arldotherspn~s, so ~yoo

~,991p,UPiI.I-GN. fike that sorl 01 thing
EddieMuller&DanieIFalisrhat'sSexploita!ioll!(OSep:£12.99lp,15Oppil,)-Subtitled A1exRoss&MarkWaidK~Come(010~;~,99!ll,232ppil.I-Throogh.painted

"The Forbidden Wood 01 'Alitls Only' Cinema", this is a hiSlory 01 US 'blue' mOYies from the GN wfldl aims to do for Superman - and many othef DC supemeroes - whal The Darl(

*~~:i~~oae7s;~:~:~r~c:~::e=0~ar'-"~---::-----:-=--=----::--=- __K",,::.h,--tR'--'.'--~'--"',--t.,--'::::.m:::.,--"._=::::iatly::,impre~h Ennis & SIeve Oillon Preaciler
Scnptwrillflg (0 Sep: l12 99 tp. 464pp) _ A '*John Grant & Ron Tinel The EncycJopedi.1 of Fantasy & Saence FicIion Arl Proud AmeJi:ans 10 10 ~; £9.99 tp,
«rnplete guide to Wf~ing scre&l1plays, lrom Tedriques (17 Od: £12991p. 176pp iI.) - Granl - real name Paul Bamen - was 232pp ') - Violent and fool·moothed GN
inSjllra1lontowritir.gto~esentationtosellirlg,l.ly the~eotorolttleEncyciopediaorFantasy,andTinerwasaContribulingEdilor,and lrom Ennis, who comes from BeIIas!. and
Ihe creator 01 Babylon 5. Who lool\s CU'KNJsIy in some ways lAS beautifully prodJced and illustrated book,inMl roIoorthrooghout, artist Qillon, trom Lulon.ll'sthe third in lhe
like Mil:.hail GorIladlev. to judge from the CO'Ier. is an adjund to ttle FE. Indeed,ttleaclulcM1eOgem&r1ts say as mucll,ctedilingtt-.e FE 'Preac:her'series.thefirst swt'Ptthe board at
Includes the complete shooting script lor the SS wilh the rationale be!'ind ~s ct~nisatioo, ~ is misnamed. ltlough. being less of a tile 1997 UK ComIC AJ1 Awards.
eptsode 'The Coming of Shadows" how·to!JJidelhanawhy·arJd.whaHoguide, There's a short tedrical section 00 the Andrew Murdoek & Rachel Aberley Tile
Raehel Abefley Spawn: The Making of tile use 0'1 varioos meda - gouache. acrylic, ailbrush, tlan·panl pen and so on - bullhe Making 01 Alien Resurrection (0 Nov; £8.99
Movie 10 19 Sep: n.99 tp, 96pp ~I.) - Todd meat oIlhe boolds in 'ta1ceplualisation and Rendel'ing', essays on varioos lhlllTH!s lp, 144pp iA.) - 8ehind-1he-scenes kKN< at
McFa~ane's comics dlaracter is now a movie, and 1helr treatmems: sOOjeds irldude ahernafe real~Hls, body language, «rnpYt&r lhe rleW 'Alien' movie, feattring Slgourney
and this book features IIlterviews with him and enhancement, &roticaand&loficaexaggeratton,lalseperspectiVE, mlrlOl"S.Eadlol Weaver andWillOl'1a Rydef and we to be
lirectorMafl:.Olppe.ongnalconcejltsiletclles. lhese has working siletcllu and examplu, aod often lollows awork ttwOlJ9'1 stagesirl released on 90xing Day, IlIdudes an
ilM spb deta~s, and pleruy 01 caloor lIS tteatioo A'Brainstorrrnng' bal takes yoo lhroogh a «rnmission. SUQ9&Sling Ideas in·depth 'lIerview with dreetor Jean·Pierre
illuSlfatiOl'ls Canada-born McFarlane IS now -!he emphasjs is OI'IlmagmatlOO and mmatwe The anlsls leatured are mos~y Bnllsh Jeunet. aClor proluu, and ~odJc\lon notes
esumaled, thanks to SpaWll and its range 01 arid manv wiI1!:lefami~ar ~ 'fOO take alook throogh)'OUr paperbadl conealon - there's J05S Whedon Alien Resurredton Scriptbook
spin-oIfs Ilovs. me Sorry PlaystallOl'l ~me very little Va!lejo, Frazelta and Whetan, tlut 1015 III Jim Burns, Paul Banlen, SteVE (0 Nov' [1099 lp, 160pp ill) - Shooting
Spawn: The Elemal we early 1998, an aOOh Crisp.les EtM'ards. David Hardy, G&Qft Taylor Th&re's also wondertul work lrom scnptlor !he film
arWnalion series on HBD. &le) to !:le worth lesseflulown(tomel artiSls such as Ami B1acl<.shear,A1an Baker,andBrian Parlridge. Anon Aben Resurrectroo Pos/CiJrd Book (0
$15miAion,BuytllisbookandmakehimrK:!ler! among many olh&rs, The only protNem is that some 01 lhe pictures are reprOliJced too Nov:£5,99Ip,WppiU)-StitlsfTomthetilm
Alain Carrll' & Jean-Luc PlIIheaud T1Ie smalltodolhemjuslice:!tisbookwouldhaVEreally~inedfromalargerfomla1.Bu1 Waiter Slmonson & Lee Weeks rarzan.-s
Avengers Companion (0 2S Sep: £14119 !ll ff you have any interest in arl, treal )'OUrseIllor ClYistmas. Very hig'lIy recommended Predator ai/he Earth·s Core (0 Nov; £7 99
196pp iI,l- This was originaDy pOOIished i1 tp, 104pp ill,) - GN, wherein Predators
FranceasChapeaumelooelbo~eddeculr(l990landlealurueplsodeguides.interviews

memofles, and lots of photos, Thele's also some anempt to cuhurally coot&ltualise me series
and, ~ being Frerd1, ap1easjn9IY oIf.cefllre view ai aquintessentla~y Englisll p'lenomena
Pete Tombs Mondo Macalxo (0 Od: £14,99 lp. 192pp iI.) - FoDow up to /rIIfOO(al Tales,
aboulEuropean seXthorror films. Thisloo¥.sfurlherafieldalbizarret:iflemasudlas'lndan
llooormOYies.Mexicanmaskedwrest1ingfiJms,Japanese~S1S1ories.AIrica·scinemaolthe

supematl.i'al, aodevet1 the Tur1.isl1 versions 01 IJraclJlaand SlaT Trek."
JosephCo<:hlan TheBab)1onPrqedEarlflCok:rniesSourcebook(O Od: £9,99tp, 128pp
il.)-SeconcIsoorcebookloftheBSrOle--playinggame
Maxim & Dalores Jakubowski The Best of The Jotimal or ErotiCa (Eros: 0 Od: £5.99 pb,
336pp)-Selectionsfrom the zine's firSl three years, somefantasv
Michael Per-kins Dart Maller (Eros: 0 Od: £599 pb, 256ppl- Erotica se! in San Franosco
in1999,·aworldwherealselualiJyisaccepla~,everythingispermllted,inatrenzytousl1er

In the new miijenorum-

- Orbit/Legend -
IncludingLiltle,BroIOTl
Warning: Dve.l;l~ LegendIOrbit merger some 01 the iIllorrnarlOll beklw may be unreliable
NancyMcKenzieTheHighQ:leerl(legend:OSep:[5,99pb.43Opp1-Arthl.rianfanlasv
continuing!tlestoryolGuineverebegullinrheClJildOueen
ChrlsBunch TheSeerKif!g(Ctbit02Od:£9,99tp, 519ppl-Epiclantasy,firsllna
trilogV. "The S1oryof a wizard-emperOl aod the kingdom he rises to lead and lherl almoSl
deSlroy."
J.V.JonesMasterandFooI(Orbit:230d:£699pb.688pp)-FII'laJvcfu'neaithe'Bookol
Words'fanlasytrilogy

*J,V.JonesTheBarbedCcil(0rbI1:023Oct:£16.99ftl,612pp)-Fantasv.astand-alone
novel, "A ytlUng Amencan woman finds an unusual rir1g and is tranSjlOrted 10 a strarlQe.
coIourlulwOOd where she IS caughl up in a heady and dangeroos mi~ 01 politics, war, magc
aod Iove:J, V Jones-!he'J' stands for Julie -wasbom in Uverpooi aod, ah&r some
fll'olvement il the 8Osmusicscenethere,movedl0 San Oiegotonman export busirlessaod
becomelhemafl:.etinglirectorolasoltware«rnpany.

*JohnBrosnanl.ig/lfslCameralMagieI{legend:00ct:£4.99pb,2t6pp)-AnoIhervolume
inlhe hlJmoroos fantasy S&qJence b&9Jl in DMrledandFarq. Travis and the demon Jack
are down onthe«lW, and deOOe 10 make a movie O"l the clleap bytranspor1ing afOOl r:s1iNl
tolhe fantasyland 01 SarneUa,where magic works aod barbarians are COVEfed in mOle baby
oiithanAmoklSdlwarzenegger.HarryHarrisontacldedasimilaJ1hemeinttle~endidydaft

TheTechn~Timel./adline(l9681

Michael While Life eN! There (legend: 0 Qcl. £15.99 hl.l, 304W1- AaliOl'lal non-fk1lon
accountolSETI,inlerSlellarfiight,aodlheposwli1Jeslllabenlife
Paul Barnetl Kaantaledl(Legend: 0 Nov: £S99pt1. 384pp)-Tastyspaceopera, second
voIumeollhe'StriOerChrCtliOes
Elizabeth Noon DMded AI/egianc6 (leger.d: 0 Oee; £5.99 ptl, 528pp) - Heroic fantasv
booktwoal'TheOeedlllPaksenamon'

-Orion-t_",Mi""'~_.,W,""'''''.'''",Ewrym,"._~
VvonnfNavarro Music oflhe Spears (Nov: £4.99 pb,288pp)-latest AIiEI1s booklaken
fromtheOarkHorse«rnics
WendyCoollng (ed,) Ouids For Kids (O«pIlin:Nov;£1.00.80P91-SeriesolVAanms
Includes ScaredSIiIf(ho'ror), SeriousIySpooky1!tlostsl,andOutolJllis World (l'irlual
realitl'l
Merce<les Lackey SIorm8Jeait.ing(Nov:£5,99pb)-Fantasy.
Mlckey Zucker Reichert U1stoflhe Renshai(Nov: £5.99 pbl-Famasy.
TimSebasllanUltra(ONov:£16.99hb,352pp)-TedlrlOOlrilleraboullhecllemicaland
~calweaponsusedinlheGu~War.

*Terry Goodklnd Tem;Jeofthe Wlnd$(MilierlM.lm: 0 Oec: £16.99 hb, 5t2ppl-Foorth in
Ihe 'Swordol Truth'famasv series, Thelh'rdis
Ter-ry Goodkind BJoodoftheFoId(Oec: £6.99 pb)
Eliel1eA1>ecasslsThe<»nranl./ystery(OOec:£16.99hb.384pp)-FantasyttTillef
aboot the life and death ci Christ and !he dsappearance 01 a Qeoad Sea Saoll that woukl
uncoverthetrult1abou!~.A!:leSlsellerinFrance.~ayedlromJ\lIy.

Mlchaet Moorcock EaI1Aubec(Dec: £6,99pbl
AlisonSinclaIIBlueheart(Oec,£4.99pb)
Various PredicIiMs (Phoooll· £2.00 eadl ptI,c8Oppl-25 sIlonbooks in which lealirlg
th'nkefsattempltolorecasltheneltfiflyyears

*lanStewartTlleMaglCiJiMaze(ODec;£11.99hb,c32Oppl-Thebookofthe1991
Royallns~tutionChristmas Lecturlls,putllishedlocomodewlthlheifbwadcast Slewarl is
afln€pop\Ilariserolmalhemabcs,andlt1isyear'slecturesareabolllmathsasapr~em

aodPlmle·solvingadMt¥
PopPV Z. Brite Coumey Love: The Real SIIX)' (0 Oee: £15.99 hb, c255ppl ­
AssOClauonalliQgraphyollherrlsiogerlactress



TheRest-
Jonalhan Cape
PaperTlger
BlInUlIrl
Vintage

*DougllsR HoIstac!ltf le TOl'II:uuIilMW(8lcmlsluy OJJ;OO.OO}-Iyouknow
G6detE5dw.a.dlor~~youlh1YesomedN'IlhaltDt.ql8Ct_TlIISIl

aboUIlanpgeh'lSlabon.tuvefl$ollno~e5$IOIISonAlgames. St1I1IsIawlan'sn:l
POIAAtI(len.on$~J.J.D~.sIirYll.illdthe"'VlorI$oIl¥9Jage

*StdiePlanlZI!fll;S,Oles(fCUlhE5lale OSep.rlU9hb.c32Oppl-Rackal_oIlhe
1llIetS8ClIonsbe!w€enwomen.f8ll'llt\l$lll.mactwles,anddormatiml8Chnology.PlanlI$
researctvogalWalWktUrMJSIlY
RayBradburyOtidlerThantlleEyt(AvoNO'(a:l0$ep:S5.99pb)-BtatbJry'sfntcol.lor
l&rlrears

*RayBradbury~BIind'Avoo:Ol0Sep:$2J.OOhb.251PP)-HOlontheheelsol

QM:kfr Thanlhe Eye,l\efe'sanolhereal. 0121 S1onU.1701l11'hic11ha\'llneYel'appwed....
Simonlt.Shlnerocll T1IIOiIIIll..apoM(Rippng:OSep,£5.99pb, 412pp)-Htrrorlroman
nweagenll'lS!.ney.... aparol~heronconlrcnllnganllllllalval8dalt·
l!lHheIle¥ililFlcwlda.Butll'sl'Iweneedolllc:opydor["Wtu $laI\!CItunnwJglhe
1\.I'Jt101keIh.I[9l:jFrrii'l'IUngI.le_W-lflYfAl~·lscfln~illef1dIrntylo

~&i::sand.~CXlIMIU.T1'Ii:lqIpoortr.paoed(homlrneedsgood~-<:oreroI

IOwotk),rsll~norwJIanddllelw."ocxasicNIspilkollllligrlalUlilhset-plBCft.

BrilnHughesftbson'Q!(RippIlg'OSep:£S.99pb.3569P)-IbnclrrosIMllasy,rdlet
~lustiIledby"lUlto'

J.K.HIdfradlAea!t'$MlcnlAiPlq:OSep:£S.99pb.37StlP)-Hefoct~,wifll

Uic:rouslyolJYiously-NpeclI1la$l
Anltlon,MastersTheDatiSided".8ratI(IlIoomstuy:OOCt,£3_99pb.~128ppJ-YA

f&nWyabouljboy...mogelSal<rodltrl1heheadand&105heeanhe3l~·\Ilol4rt5.

Anlhony Maslel. Cloning IoW, Ck100g YOC/(BlOOOlslllXy: 0 Od. £3.99 pb. cl28pjll - YA
fantasy, AHal 01 '-konin acamival appears 1<1 t!e able to Cfeat,coptS 01 its."si\ors

*Plt"'Halnlng(ed,)Titnesapes(Sooverw·OOct:tI6,99hb.288pp)-Anlh.otllme·tra~

stones, a~ repnms and neatly aI classics. ContTibJIors include Dd, Ba~ard, Gibson. Cialke,
Mus(MartI1).AJdSS,Br.ll:b.r)',HeinleI\Asirrlo'v.andWell$,Recommended
PllerHalnjng(ed)The~~(Sovvri-OOd.m.99hb,272pp)-YA(wIIch

hnlWldsll11'YelArooltlll'}o::mefllUsy...n.,alolow-uplo~·sWizardsalOdd

tromlegendeatlierItll5I'Ui'ConrridlIIsinclldePratehell,~CIa1le,VOl'll'll9'!.

~Peake,CMter,andP.G.Wodehouse.

FllndsSputltrd{edl",,~8ookal"DeYi'1'fna9I:0d:a99pb,~)

JemyUglow(ed.1 T1leVifD;le!boo\:alGIIttss('IrUgI.Od,a.99pb,~1

Ah1 J, AIelltIausef QaU (8IocI'nst:uy: Ott; £5.99 Ft, t«K!W1 - HanvM1g li5iSlII
l'O'WIlluaqJake1MlsTctyo,1iolllllflesq.JYlisl\".Therllle$.
WictlallWhittIs6acNewton.""U:stSon:M:ll(FGl.I'IlEIlaleOOcl,£17.99~«I6pp)

-New~oINewton.alIUItr~lIIINsaktle!rlt:al/!SNldles.

PIIridlSUIklnd TheDoul*-8w{llloomstuy:OOd,£IO.95hb.t12l1pp)-~lJlIIIal

tnlIfdo9,Iebyabass;iaj'ellrllll'l1heaJlhllloltlevet'fine~Perlumt.

*",idlael Swanwid hdc F~(A'o'lIII,Od: 123.00 NI, 337ppj- SlnaI reca*9 oI1he Fau51
Itgend ·T1IenIisroGoc("SI)'5IllePh=iS'o$HEtt.~IO Fau51, olflWilglrtmlisaltema·
liVe l,lIWYfI511fastrllss1!le saetl!illtWlsOOm 01 tile age510 l!ledsilusilllled 16th teI1\t)'
schoIar.WrlhedlDe501HitlerandttleHolocau51.ChallesFoS181Kane,AIelstefC~~,

FallSl fOleplays t~ IndlS1rial RIYDIution In his lM'n ~!etime 1Ns islhe famous IOid
pavedwittlooodinteltioo5,lnJthalldttleeertaintythatalmenareooodGood~

~ and r. aliI!' ll9D BadMs Glllldlen all lhe sp.x, and FallSl ar.d Gletd\en',
~lnloalTlOlaJaby$sl$d1Ionldedmercilessly,anc:lpoetJtaIy-Swanwidc'SwrUlgis

IlO'UtIabI9Yooodandlhouoil(J)lJ(tJedl'lsl~the$lOl)',libaloltls\jles,~

alrlllllulrdefVelWetwur\¥ld.The"",G\'agon's~ollenOJd~lo¥eIsolg&ll'e

1arWy1lllh15~<is:epdol~and"maydoliklwlselOslreadin-no

IbTheSMneA.sBekft..IU'.,wrehappy...,~ktIon,lNdh$honed,~

~reaQaljeIlllllalRgedy~~

Mlin Rldwdll Andmt...., TheDot:alrVr7to8ookalLlSU{tlBC:O 6Ott; ts.99 pb,
22CW1-Toietrel«tlllC:llS.bqdts.5WN!J'9("9'j'", "Capr. "Sod~rufty,plI$-r
lad.,wdtlplda'ldS«l'leyOolwoJ(tl't~ClnsPriesl",oreal)l'ltto$l(lly',tIIA~

_~brvadeisl.MdHnldPntr C:tlt:eaded. klllesenes.AIsoilttlde5alli.........
MikeTucker&RobertPen)'Clocb'~·Ife9aIAiln(BBC:060Cl,£._99pb,279pp)

DtridJ.HowIDodDr~:~(BBC:06(kt£l6.99hb.118ppI-Adsti'ldlytadq'

«NeIllldesanneresti'lgandwell.nllllllldllllt)'tklJlldt~1DlhevariouSrnc:nsl8l$

!IIlCOI.IlteredbylheDocto!DYefl!leyevs,withpl'lx"'ctillllltawi'9$.Inl~withdeslgners

and wnte15, BBC memos, fx dela~" LI'lUsed desigls and lots mllle. An eumjH ot how to do
thl5~oIboDkWfll.

John Peel DocloI'W/lo: Walollhl~(B6C: 06Od: H.99pb. 277pp)
*RobertSilYelbergSotcemrsolM.l;pootWan:11)0Cl;t6.99pb,629pp}-FiIIhbook SIIl111

MajipooI,sceneolSlYelbelg'ssif/tlytyritaJ{tlIIIl1OI'Iey'spirwlg}'-rIasylsfseries:lhsis
S111,OOOrwsbEQ'ethereiglollOldV....
.... J.sIwrqnlJoY"Hafpm 7Ite&ollotFIbious8easls(PaperT9J"O 16
Ott,[t3.99tp,Il2ppJ.j-PlIIIIoIoolfarWlitandrnythologicaltrealln5pic:bndby
AsInin.Tl'IilonandhFlIII'IlIIIWaswelasnel1llnusualll'l«ll'laicisn:l~

AodneylilatllwwslJrigtlSucUng ~tloWl8mull(pIp8IT",..O 160cl,
tll99tp,ll2ppI.I-Mallhew$·ab.rIlCl:lVel$ml96!lDdilte.plI$VantlJSboDktowel$..-*GanJrw Dozab (ed) BestNrffSF IO(Rawn. 0300d, £799 Ft, 676jlp1- Newedllon
oIne~PwIi11ft..~I996..StonesIromBrilld.$wanMdl.Kless,

T«lYDal'll8l (2), IlIa}tldl. BudSpilllaM. Kes5lllPrt tkOoNId. SiYllberg,JmCowan,

~Stri1g(1hl~1IicydeRepa.man'}.FMy,Mictlaeleaw.Resncl.

GWJ'MhJlllles.9leftield.Reed.SleInenUley.Bmn.Wolle,I.eIhem.\WdeI,~
Wiliam$,and~Bul8l'(1n!hel.CSOB",WlfrfljrCl'dedID8nJceS1elqand""a

fI'Ia/DI errorn!he II'IIrO The fl7ll! St'JPsckl noIwntlrl CIaIke AwaId} Thell'saIIo a
ccr:npIehensM!5G-pagerfYIeWoIlheyearandanlf"l'iak/alN'HoncuabIIIdenbons'WSl,
Somelaets 4 5l(11f5wol28bywomen.3UKaul!lol$,3Slones1ilslplblshedllllthe
Internet Slory 500rteS AwIov's 9 - edtedby DozQls, 01 CCU'Sf,!nrerrone2, SF Age 2,
S1arlfgliI13.QnrIIGWlnt2,lnre~2:ar1<lOllleachlromAna.bg.F&sF.~mI.1Y4

Ewloo. 0If Lmrs, Al>.?nglllaland Waro! the Worlds GJoi»i Cllspaldles
The Sl.rIlma~on at 1996 makes dep'essing rea6ng kllhe US near1y every sf magaZIne

saw a SIbslanliaJ 1tC!91'l reallers/llp, and Dozoislamentsltltdc:rnmaral;llantasyDYelsf.
patlicI.Urtyl1theUK,whell"iIisoowahostimpoulbletosellanslbooklolllnllSh
pl.tIi$lleI,evenfOtBog~Wfll8Il;".Hellastittlp!iiJse/oltltW7onr.'Thelilerary~oI

!heSllllleSI'l.naeaoneletnal'\$lwjI;~.l1lacl.islllllol!hemoS1l8ableplaOl'SlO

lindfnl-flllelittlon 11 h«*. migaZine m.kel. anddeseMs \'DU' supplIIf. andVll'S
~gilqJesol"llIaIOfsl~oIhyear,partio.UlyIJalSlngPalndt

Nel:senHal'det"s~1
T1Isbookisesstltlil.'you·reWllnSl8dnsl,youlwan1ll.~~

Mal'glIelAtwood&a..IIIPIdlt1f1lll!!..b.rniIsol.sus..,.t.kIotfe(llloomsl::r.rr'O
Nor: t20_00Nl. 72ppl.j-AssooatuIaIlatS111i1e,.-nlol AlwDod's 19711po8ytyde.
bnledbyPachleI
~AnEco-Wamor·sHalllfJooll(Fol.rlhE~·ONtH:£9.99Ft,tl6Oppj-'M5aId.

Lershopehe'slllllleartlOJlalttlp-nlthanYefbdy.
Ca!oIineAleJandefltt5~sUslExpe6tion(IlIooms:tx..ry.ONtH:tI~.99hb,tI92W)

-The5hip'scaloooo.dShackelelon'IEncbanceexped~10theSooJthPoleil191.1els

her l7IIIIl slO!Y.
A.C. Evans Space GPera(Stride:Nov;£•.99pb,i,; ISBN 19001520021-Repllntola
seqJeIlCeol si poems about a S1arshipexpllllingthemysterklYs planet NeoGaia; d wufilst
poblislledln The~~",,(19a6).isillustratedbyEvans, andllldudesan I'lleMM
WlthlheauthorbySleveSneyd"'r.e1echno-1eportage·styleam~and_oISpact

GPeramakelheseqJlllt8alJl'lq.l8eumpleoll980sspewaltMtpoelty"Avaiable(posl
,,")lromSlndeN:itablllls,IlS~Rd ExeIIf.DeYon,EX46EW
Pallid Sljskind J1rN $ft:Ines and a Re6edIon {Smnstuy NtH: £S 99 ,ob. cl28W) ­
Thlella1WyslipslrunstoneliardanessayreaulllllgNaulIlor'S'ge.atIllfgellng.·ashe
tRwsest.slitQyandllscaYershowlewolNbookshetal'laduilyr-ooer
Phiip Martin Vqe.n:eon ViiJ'llS(Bac- 3 Nor: £S.99 ab, Ix9O'nal:ridged)- ThslSrNd
byC<6'l Baer.1lIJ youl t-ID SNIdlIor!he wnter: r, ~·s DM1 novelisalllIII
~by'fr9njoltaongNlteleplay

AnneRit:e1lll!!FN$IalAls.u(Olallo&Wnc1/s o Nov:£12.99 Ft)-AssoaaIJDtlal
listaricalept$elIlp!e-CMWIilNewO!lean5.
JeremyOyslIIllUarll:GItiIsTheEsseXfies(fo.I'lhEstale ONcw;£li99pb.cl28pp)­
0Iead'l.f.5lllWIlingaJlegedyhumorouSCf05Sbelween7lteEssexG-1Jok1J8ooka'ldthe
OJII8lllaazelCllparancrmaltlappErw1gs.
Slepllen Jay Gould CUe:sOOni'l9JheMiilemAim(Cape, No¥;£l299pb.208j:ipl-GOlAd
fIlU511sonlhemi!lemlum,
JoalphHalker(ed)TheW~tEVIINQteS&Owrifs(FounhEstaIQ:ONDV;£U9pb,

c288pp)-Selections!romtheGuaidianca'~n.aIirSl·ralelDDbookiteverll1elewa5l11le

Adrlan Mourby I'I1IateVII Mapptned To . .. ? (SouveniI 0 No¥; ct7.99 pb, c96w i,)­
tt.morous aflel.w&s 01 varioJs heloes: PiIoo:ho. FrankenSlelffs monsler (Nysed ~
F~,ManFriday.hMlulOoO:/er(plllllpldsher),JaneEI"',andmws.

DonaldS.JohnsonPfan/lomls.lands0l1he~{Sou¥eIw'Now:£W39N1,c2_il,l­

1isIontal8Ul'lWli1lllllbya~oItlelMh-lany.beIrodsevenlegendarylSlands,

If.81az1,llelsleolDemonsandsolorllt
0$caIW'1lde ""fisflflnnanand~SocJaMorwFlIfy TaIes(Blocrnstlll'yOet (11)95
hb. tl44ppJ- Ten seIedIom1rom Itle lXlIs 7IteHlfAlYAn;:eand The Houslrol-The Blathers GmIm The TWIIr<e Datmg A'rlcess8 and Qtl8l' Faq TaIl!s (l'lIoomstuy
0et.£IO.95Itl,C1"flp)-EdledbyGiesGordOtl.D::ludes"TlleFrogPrn;:e"."Flij:uIzer
"lllTlpllslhlon"andlllhen.
,,"I lkCormaek em. s Reqtwm (Cape: 0 Jan 98. £9.99 Ft, a24W) - Slory 01 Crowe,
bomrrtoavlagewithllDtlslCllYOtronladwithltleWCllld"loYeSlCll)'andgolllltfawytale.
leMlI1gWlth~,IlIIC«CIIsandvagrantS,aneeneandtreachenlusmed1:abllllont!le

natufeol stCll)'leling by one 01 Ireland's fnest new wril,n:
JonStephellFinkifHitl.ivtd[Vjntage:Jan98;£S.99pb,t32f)ppj-AmodemghoSlS101y

*Gregory BenfDld Cosm(Avon: Feo 98: $23.oo~. J.4~PPJ - Hard sf, mae akin ID
r.-scape(1980)aooArtilKt(I98S)li1anlu'Walmsle'(books,l'llhaldCClllCllntrllteson
stiel*S!salwlllkandplayAblatklemalep'lysicsp!tlllsslll"Cailorriacondlasan
atteleIatCllelp8lin~,bJlamystlJlDUs~balSlZedobllltlipl)8011Sa'ldwr<<ltsh81

~Shesmuggles.backtoherlaba'ldWllhanolMlFflysoslandherstudef1lsl1JeS

to'MrtOOl whal ~ IS: a aealld l,IW8I511," wtsdltrne IS pwrIg exponetlllaly lilSIIf than
.... FuloIabsCllbngsarifitdetalandsellSaWll'ldelgoosetunps,rs~leldown~
Bri:rd'Sst\eefr9shW-tr1at1~kl~andpo/iloMlsandlepMEtSand

lIigIous~andaci'rwlsmllSand .. wel.iiJIyO"Itwhol$l'l'asodsl.basalyln'h5
h"kIIowIfIgiltoeloolsllplolFnICIHoo,ie's TheBlatt Cfoudnl marrrmw books wa,
llIJ"reasonrmes<:aptrtmM'lSGB'sbesl~I$"IlI(If.~apprDldlID

lho5llwhocb1'shalet.sWCll1cMew~.~tMtawed.

DenniI Din"" CIwt 01 /imotIIIAYlIII Feb 98. $\4.00 hb, 373pp1 - ACl!('lh,l'y hence
moslolMaMyl.u5lSl'lltle1!tl·,I¥l'lualreMlyflM'llMI8l'll

- Me.,;j ¥I.' 4' I #I-sa+--F-



e8W4i*1'9'«I«I~,*&
./..tt'S Slart off with Matrix's IfIJwrlgrs' rtJtT ror'(5­
,xmdrnl. who gtlS aralw (Jvmiud T-shirt:
From Trislnm Smith

19 MiII}.1rd. Gc/dslWrlh P~rk, Wokillg, 5~rrty,

GU2J3LH
My SlSIl.'f has Gullhyr.ont and I really hke it and I'd
hke the first 4 a lot so I can read them and let the rest
of lht famIly rNd tllem.

Your 5UICmIy, TnslnlmSmith agfd 8 tllank you°
./ItoptYl*ml'Yllltolllm;th4ntsFflmtmg!

Hil'ls 'ZN7Iyt, .... IIliWs III RnIIn 'lIl1IlymollS
nfon'IISkIlltPty.putildomnlocanspincyllttorits!"J:

F1f1III'lhtnyi'
_hue'Pbnet.urtll

Ittwdlo~ktyoorofff'l'oltheWebbookstogetmtto

wntto ..
UI get them [pUn to gIVe them to a fnmd. whose

two young daughters all' now km! rt.Jders of
sf/lanusy bKaust I te('l)Il'ltnl'Ied hi' buy them s<:llM

Oaani Wynnt }ones bools {well. being bnghl md
OInouslhey'dprobablyhilvedisrovcredslsooneror
later, but I want to try' and claim somt mea5un' of
ctedlt,)usta little!). Would I read them first myself?
Now would I?

Ilhought thlSlillest lS5ueotMDtnx was particularly
mtl.'Te5hng -lhe 'Politics and SF' focus was a great
Idea. It would have bem even more Inlerestmg In such
an issue to have had maybe ~ gener~1 artide wltll dl1
overview 01 polilical sl novels (not sllorts, just to keep
the srope manageable) of the variouscategones, Wltll
Views -in tile samearticle-on, e.g., the key novels
about or Nsed011 libertariall,thensociahst,ronserva·
tlVe, utoplall,dystopian. anarchist. fenuJUst, etc. views.
ButrnaybeYOIl'dSolythl'artidesyoutladintlutissUf
dOlTllnorlesscovl'Jtlutground.~tfromlhe

Idlosynmllcallgle of your individual contributors.
and that apprmdt IS lIlOl1' mterestlng than the bonng
old general k:rlg artJde. And you'd IYve bad to get
someonetowntelttoo.MlghtlYvebeelfuntosee~

0VE'JV)l'W of tbt fuU nnge 01 polibcal 'ISms wluch
IIavebeel~msi,tbough.*

FItlII'l Crai! Munod,
55 Frtry RotId 2IR. YottiIill, Gl.sgou:o, G3 6QD

ThIS IS my entry In the rompetitim to wm a set of
'Web'bools,asseeaonp21olMlltrirl2l.

5o,dldlwm?IYllp.~Orrrsl

Is thIS a OlMmg ploy to get ldters of comment? A
plOYSOOlIlllUlgYOIlrouldputatailOllltandcalllta
bnbe.IShIld:s,rllmbltd~"jn.Gotmt"'mglorrghI5Ihm,

gilt'. - ChflSl I think you're domg an excellent job
wltll MalriI, and sllouldn't take a lack of lellers
personally. In the box on pl2 you say there were four
pages of It-tters ten yl'ars ago, but did you actually
count tile words? I think you Ilave got an awful lot
more words pcr page tllan Maureen Porter did at the
lime Anyway, witllout Ken Lake to stir up some
controvmvthesedays,whadyaexpect?

l'bm:sa lot 01 good features m thlS lSSlIl' too, as
wellasallthe~andstufl,lnfaC1,whenlsawthl'

rover I thought I was IooMng at VtdOl" till I cheded
the mils1hmd. And~ Butler and Gary [}aIkII'I must
btjealousolyourcmn«tJonS.lu il4otsft'flfllitt
am lit IIII/I! - CIttlS] Sfetng that you run a FI!OIS
spot as welI,not tomenhonsbtchesolll5r1yeovuy
book ronung out, I wonder if I shll need to read the
other two magUlflE'S. In fX!, If you started pnnting
news and moYt'd to a dally pubbshmg frequmcy, I
would m.'Vl'f M\"e to rud any other pubhcabm. l1us
would sunphfy my buymg 1ubl15 a great deal. Think
about I!.

PS: My favourile blts Ul tlus LSSllewert'the'Rizla'
parody at the head of 'Big Butt'; and thl'ldea that
some peoplerollect books 'cauSl'thcy'vegot boobs on
thl'oovl'f,C'mon ... BrianandCarolinl'altkidding­
arl'fl't they?! I:S
• Thai Ulll an tditoritl/ illltll~,'alia!1, rnl afraid / did
mdmJ olla nll'l'l wmtIJIlt 1I'Iw rollterN po/ItTNeks ill oldtl
10('<1I1I1II11I'/"tS

HtrI'·SVector·lA.ndl(BIIII(I,Cl.'ml'illltllll,(as~slUll

FrI1lll Andy Bu!lrr
3J Bm Vinl> Dm'l', Kty.oorlh, NOllmg/ullJl, NGll
SIN

I suspect AIl'ph has beeI smo\.tng loo many funny
C1garettes,l1lpurswngRobertHoldstock'sso-<alled
fmldian~I~trrr 127 p27] (Hasn't he
suffered mough?) Ally fule kilo thal the name IS

Gnpy Pickefsgill - I presume both HoIdstod and
Pidersgill Wt'I1' hangmg out I1l fandom I1l the 19711!;­
anduwleedthat~wasanovelbyBnan

lumley rather than Mr HoIdsiock. who wrote the
undtlTated NtC1O/ft6/ICtT. Aleph should ftther choose
WlSef SO\IfCts or chtd tus faets.IOr dwlgr kil tdi/Ol". I
IrmS rrrylrtAdmslYmt -I r~Iy_lJllllvtpdNlip

tIIostnrors.-Clrns]Shllatleasthl'tsn'thavingago
at VldOl" this lime, for which thanks. G
'Y<111 ffllllyoollldn'lMlI('Wwllla1 - Y"1I'11I'1Ipst1 him_.

1mlS t'l'rydisllppomtl'd m thc{ttblt If'S/lJlI)tlo 11151

liSIlt'S poilllcs~r"cltS, Bill Gar~ DolllII, WL'l'Slhtdll!J'

FlomGuyDalkin
5Lydfrm/ Rood, &mmenlQurh, BHJ 18SN

Your 'PohhcS and SF' SC\.jUl.'llc\' of articles made for
some vI'!}' mtereslmg rl'admg. Stephen Palml'f struc~

a chord. I rffil('fJ\berargumg mthe5t1l form at school
Ihal Wl' lived m an elected dICtatorship: you play a
vcry IlW\Ol" part m choosmg one 01 two sets of people
onceevcry 6vl'years, and Ihentheydoaslhl'yplrase.
I couldn't convma ~yone, but then thl"i was a
nght·wtng grammar school m nght·wmg Iloumr-­
mouth, and before the Thatdu."t Junta came to power. I
a1waysremembera~oIgraffihsprayedonawall

along the SIde of the raUway line mlo Watl'floo. h was
thereforaroupkol~arsaroundl98I-3andltsaid,.

·000'1 Vote. It only encourages the &stards". I've
always found tIus to be a reasonable argument, m that
norvotmgcan,asStephen Palmersays, represenlnol
apathy but complete dl5SatlSfadlon With elther the
poIihc.a1 process as Imposed, or wIth thepartKu1ac
candidates standing. The probl('l1\lStlut the Sltuation
lS nl'Vl'f represented thLS way. Not voting IS always
portrayed asa result of dLSlIlterest. My soIubOll would
be to have the option ·Noneol the Above" on every
voting slip. If ·Nonl' of Ihe Above" took thr most
votes-oovlOuslyundl'r aProporhonal Rl'prl.'Sl.'fltahon
syst('m, because the very Idea of democracy undrrour
Flr$t Past the POSI ntual IS a COl1tradlchon In terms­
thrn noonl' would beeleded, Thelesultwouldbean
empty parliament and radLCal electoral refonn.

AsitlSldid voll',not with any faith in the new IlX.

but merely I1l the hopl'olfinaUy oustLng the prevIOUS
corrupt U\C\llTlbents. Btalr and hIS Yesnumstermen
(and "''OIIll'fl) are 00 bettl'f,but at least they haven't
'(rt Md 18 years to wallow m far loo much power Of
couf'Se,lf",-e",-ereunfortunatemoughtolYvta l.Jw
sum as the one m Austraha wluch makes votmg
rompul:sory-yeslolls, roll up and 5ee the ",'OOdersof
enforadsuffrage-thentheonlysmeresponst'woold
be not 10 vote. For wluch they an send you to pnson.
Icould make a very non-PC joke heR' about how ttus
shows the old convict mentality hngenng on. but tlut
would bt too obViOUS, so I woo't.

DavKl Curl on ·SF after Soaahsm" was perreprJVe
andengrossUlg. Unforturlately, and It muSl Just be me
because Idldn't much care for Tht $IQr Fr«1",rr l'lthl'f.
I found Ken Mad.eod's essay to be as dry and
impenctJablytedlousasl'vealwaysfoundlheendkss
hairsplitting mtrigues of the Hard l.l'ftand itsnumer·
oushumourlesssubdivisions.Let'sfaceit,socialismis
nothing but a s«ulariS4'C! versionofChrislianity,and
It will never work (as Ius bl'en proved many hmes tllis
century) WIthout the spiritual dimension. Why,
because we arm'l perfect Ideahsm gors up agamSl
selflsh mstUlet and gets a Ihrashmg .....ery hme It's
also pohllcally nalVl' to forever argUl.' about the
dJStnbullOfl of resourCl.'S wllhout C\'er ",-ondenng
where they come from. and wllat nught happen If they
llUlout or we fXlI50Il thesourre. WluchlSwhylhe
vanousGrem PartIeS around the planet £re the only
pohtKwM With even half a due. And Ic:m how
popular they Me. Me~whUe, bad: m Blalliand It'S
tune,~TheWhooncesang.to·Meet lhe IM.'W boss,
SoImra5theokl boss I Wm'tgt'lhx»edagalll·.G

lanlValsonMs.SAJp>si5CTlptIQ/lislftldtJ.rslrsslltOll
~lSlI«orlOr.K\e;

flOfll/anlVat.son
[lmonhy,NortMnts

I just retelved MMtrir Wllh great plrasure - many
thanksforrunnmgthepll'Cl!abolltOnlclt,andhsllllg
the web page address. Though a rl'ally sad thing
Ilappened, I sent a signed ropy 01 the novel to my
Roman re-enactor illfonnanl, to whom it is
ro-dedlCated,asasurpnse, which would have chuffed
him, and hiS wlfe phoned to say that Ilr died 01 a
rnaSSlVl' heart atlack a few Wl.'('ks earlier. Not while
rN'naChng..just out of thl'blue. He was so 6t.glowUlg
WIth vigour and zest Thl're was a onc mmute silence
for Bu((Oal a re-enactment at CaerIOll. 0

• fNFORlofA nON WANTED rll/1S IN Iltlldrng 10 thIS
p/taJrom,IrtSorn«frctllmfolfrllhrlJOn:
from Andy Sawytr

navyer,llverpoo!.~c.Qt

Yes, even theSomce FlctJon FoundahoncanSolY:
"Er, . .dunno·
Does~yonehave~yUlformahooon:

NEll AUSTIN (US !940§ sf artlst) who illustrated a
senesenhtled·MastersolFantasy·mF._f,"~l[

M"""".CORDON HUTCHINGS (UK (?) sf MtlSt) who
provided a number 01 rovers for theBnhsh ScitntY
Fit/lOft Admrllln'li In !he late 195Ds.

l1anyonehas~yinfonn.ahonrouldtheypleN

CU\t~ Roger Newson. 32 Rosemary Avmue. Fehx­
stowe, Suffolk.1P11 9HX - please also let me know so
I'll be bettl'r prepared lor next lime. *
·lf~1I d()ll'llIal.'ftmQil, itf'Arnly's ·St~rs' £mf" ~rhrlt

ollp20frdtIOllsofhowroCl>tlr~rtllim

Rkh~ld Dlllwing's ItlSfly lromffl OOOllt 5()mtrhillg:

from Richard Dllnning
richard.dunning.Vlrgln.net

What's wrong with Spare Sagas anyway?*
• OK, ISivt lip ..



+/ml'l ItI,roId's ~1tY IN<<t M lilt ArtlM C CIlItlt
Ailllnf drtllll. /wItd rtSpCIIIJt. Drt~ 8tItrtll, jmNr VI.'C­
tOf tdrl« mid ACeA IlId~ and Ad"lllIlll5t,.'ilf, tlCb'lf
f,.. Duid V. B~rrtIt

ZJOd:/itld 1trwI.~0Il SlIuty, ClW!UD
I Md II ~ tNI John JUTOkl1S st1I1 so much against
the Anhut C ClIr\.e Awoml. apparmlly on lhe grou­
nds that W\-eral limes 1JI lIS Iustofy It'~ bee!! ~w<lrded

to un\lSUJlI bools, or cmlTOVefSwl booM. or booM
(5Mt.iIIorTi't) Wilhout the maglt" Sigil "Sf on thtroVff I
don·tW<lnltogetpmon.allGodbiows,llgotJX'!'SONI
enoogh-andallimesdo"''flflghtlllSly-whenlwiS
chalMg tht'Award)bul [senouslybeglJllOwondt'f
wht'!'t'Johnhasbeenforthelastlwenlyorthlrty~ars.

Judllh Mrnil, ...·ho died In September. fought
Slronglvfor'SF'toberedefinedas'SpeculatlVeFlC­
hon·ralherthanthatveryoddandratherm.a«urate
lerm'SoenC\' FictlOll' Even lhough she was unsuccess­
ful In genre labelling terms. mOSl of us do now lhlllk
of si. at leasl 10 some extenl. in lhls way, It·s
und(·ruablethal.lor whatever arcane reasons 01 their
own. pubhshers do somet1mes pUl out some ollhe
moslllltt'rl.'SllOg speculative fiction on non-sf-gtnre
lists. To suggest lhat tile ACeA must Ignore tw IS
sImply slUy (How S1Uy! Wdl, BrM\' Nrw World and
Ni'ltlttllE1Xhly-follrclearlycan'tbesf,canlhey?l

Tht ACCA has h.ld a mmd of lIS own SlI\C\' Its
tnreptton.and whynot1 Ifs had a vCf'/WI<k' r;lngf of
JUdgfSoverlhose~ars.WllhdlfferenlbKlgrounds.

dlffermt ·cn!dmtw.ls·, different st.mre; on whal malts
ordoesn'l rnalt·good sf. The mutureof flfllllSh and
professlOlUlloll1'~ersandauthorsandmtKSand

SDm!lStS. ensure that no ooe facbon should tvft"
dommate SometuneiildE-argt'lUHfliIIeWll\S.
someflmetheJUdgtspKkalitlewluchdldn'lhappen
10 ha\'e been edited by me of the half-doun or so
genre-sftdltorsmlhfrountry

)ohnmcntJonSthrft'l'l.'C\'Iltmapsfbtlesandasks
"How did nI\Iltofttlemmd upon tile shortllst1 Please,
ple,lS('don·ttellrnt'Wefoundslxbettcrno...e1s· ...~.1
obvlOUSlydon't know about tlusyear,butmmy two
years as aJudg~and three as (non·Votlllg}chalrrnan.11
happened several limes that a book similar to these
three, an undCfliablygood,worthwhile,gCflre-sftitle,
would be mCflliootd at theshorthst meebng. but lhat
noonerootl.'CI for it togoontheshorthst Why? Who
~nows. Strange tIJlIIgs can happen whm ludges get
logethcr. III ~'I~ award. WhCll you have fifty booM
submlttC'd (and sometimes 1JI the pasllt was o\'er a
hundred). many of them can be nptLltd to be good
[t'snotar",'aysaquesliOnof·good'and1letter·!t·s
mO«'~ (;)SE'(or so I1 seemed to me. III the~m I was
In\'oIred) that tht'!'t'WilS SOItIE'limes an alrnost llldef!n·
ablesomtrhmJ' about ~ book whICh got I1 on 10 the
shortlrst-ordJdn'l

(And also. don't forget that when seI«ttng a
shorthst 01 SI\, !hen's alWilysa seventh and an tlgllth
w!uchcouldsoNSliyha\'echanged pbcesWilhtM
SLl.tIJ "Thert IS an element ollud in It - or bid IlId.
fortheSC"·enlhboolthatdllin·tqultemalelt.)

The A(CA ~ been. from the 5t.1rt. <In award for
oCl'!lenctandUll\OVabonlllspt'CUlabvefictJm-not
JUSlfor a good sa-li novd rol1UlUSSlOlled and edlkd
by John Jarrold or Nui Austin or lane jolutson or
Carolyn OaUI')' or others 'lOO publIShed under theu
speafic Impnnts. There are plenty of other awards for
dtfferentaspectsofsf;surelytherelsalegltllNtepl<lC\'
fOf the A(CA to rerogmSE' si as hterature - and to
rccogmse speculative fKhon as sf, what<'Ver the
mar~etlllg 1~bt>1 a pubhsher has seen fit to Shc~ on the
bac~. [})cs thIS leally make the ACCA "a totally
dlSCrechttd ~ward".asJohnasserts?1 worry when one
of our leadIng si tdltOrs seoerns determined to ~eep si
trappcd III ItS hllle genre ghetlo. 0

• Andy BlitlfT ll\:ISilrItilfllsl ytllr'SIIIIlsrs: sf. have appeared lri thfshortllsl.
ftQltl Or Anmw M. 81111et Can we argue lhiol George Turner and 5I:aluslaw

JJ 8,..... V.irwDmv, ~1~.NlIIlmghet.NCI2 Lem are not saence ficbon) Blame me- [WilSlln tM
S/1I.' JUry at tllal lime.

I'm very pk'ased 10 see that John j.arrokl has attaded John's argumml would certamly IIIvabdate
the ACCA WiJltleT 1JIr CMtIIllI QlrtlIIIO!SOIIIt "fte!" lhe WIlIwn Glbson's IdMI, whlr:h WiS pubbshed is a
cmtrov~y surroundmg the pnze pIIg 10 8AIy I/f mamstream VI~lIIg novel r;lther than W'lder a
G/olss rathl.'r than RnI Maors a COIIpIe of ~ars ago, I'd spt'l."whwd si lmpnnl - 1JI fact I rtmember someone
txpected the choKe to be rontrovCl'SllI II C\'l'talnIy from tht' publishers lellmg me that they had made a
wasn'l a decwon ....1' looJ, lightly When I heard no spmhcdeastOlllOnoI publISh It ilS<In sfnovel.
reports of any Sign of protest (sa\'efor JaITOld·sron· I can understand edItors from speoahst unpnnts
demnatlOn of the ACCA JUdges ilS 'dlclhew' at beromuJg annoytd that "thetr" boots haw not woo
Easlercon) my only I1'8ret Wis lhall had womed over But 10 conflJle an award for Ihf best sf novd ollM
nothing. year lO books wloch markettng people Nvedeodtd 10

I'm not p~rtd to explalll why C\'f1alll bools were Identify as sf does no good for the field as a whole i1nd
Of ...·cre not 011 theshorthsl. But IdoWishtodefend IS a bit unfair for peoplt' wllo are packaged by
the shorthst II5eIf. Jmold does not dispute V¥gt or pubhshers who don't ldenniy genre in qUite this way.
Blur Mm. but suggests that l.ookmg for lilt MIlltdi, QuIte ~ number of classics of SClt'tlC\' hcnon have
Gibl>.m·sDtrlll1t~lldf~lIandThtfNgilltsCfGOO.though not been "published as scien~ fiction". let's lhrow
laIr mough novels, are ones which have no place 011 a out Olaf Stapledon! let's dismISS Grorge R, Stewarfs
best-Qf-the-yearlist.Well.8SFArtvlewersandrommil- fArth Abidts! Philip K. [lick's Thr MIlII in tilt High
t~ members obviously dIsagree - all five books were (astir? - tllrow it on the "mainstreamn pile. Awards
yottd for by thIS body III substanhal numbers in Vn-· are always hkeJy lobe idiosyncranc and it'sC\'rtalJlly
let's annual poll (along WIth anolhl.'r novel by McDev- possible for a IUry to make the ~wrong~ dCClSlon for
lit. wIthout wloch Engrnt5 may have placed hIgher) lhe nght reasons. But if the award IS for thf besl sf
The ACCA Jury are 1JI good company Yes. u(tss~r l:S novel ol the ~ar.let·s keep It 10 thal. not "best sf no\"I'[
top 01 the hst and ...·00 the BSfA AWilrd - finf.'. Ifs With thf words 'somce fietJon· IIlSerIOO somewhere
certalJllya cro...'d p1easer Compansonsal1'odorous. onthebaclroversolhatW H $rmthsJ..nowwnto
butwedtdNvet'!.ghteoen~arsolTOfJrule.andthe shelve II~ and IIttn arglll' about whether a
SplCeGlrlsat number one. p.lrtKlllar wmner IS good enough or not, !:!J

AhardbKl from a wnterou!Slde the rteld. from a +1JIr artl;( AlQltJ IS CHp:rnsotN by lM BSFA. Wt
publtsher not I:.nown for lIS si (but whICh publIShes prfMIIt tlRl of lM JrtdttJ••1III KIlt'S ,-rtly pn 011 Y''Ilr
Scott Bradfield. Hesse. Eco and dozens of broadly btltttIf. Ho/QuT, OII/y lllIl' ·()Iin.,.,' ..,..., _ to hmo
INSX' I1'Ihst litles) w~ unill.eIy 10 have l1'ached a ." CIpIIIIOlI ()I CIf" II60JU rt. IVts ", to "pIlIr
mass ~dlmCe Witlun the field when the poll Wils rotrtspmdml PfriI",MIIId...-nty
cmducted. But I1 w~ a booIr: thal Ilnan Stableford FrDIIlPhilip fofllldowney
gave a rowe revirw to. and wlocll the JUry strongly fell 7 Oltson 1trwI. Bdlml/' P-ri. SoUI/u'IIIp1on. SOIS
ought 10 be Il.\3d: It'srl'fn5ltmg IIIllSraaal angle, It HPC
IIas a new slant 00 the lJIformallon sooety. I1 has John Jarrold seems to be slightly cod~. although
echoes 01 CAmp Gmcrnll'lllKln and "The Stgnalman" h,sdefinltlon olsf as "any novel which IS pubhshtd as

~~~::dl
:~e~:t~~~~=:l~ :~fo~~~I~I~S~:sr;:~~'b~;I':~ ~I~h:br::'~'~

and an authentically PhilDidian twist in lhe tale. wants it to be ... WOW! Such power. Gone are whole
Ican·tsJX'akfortheotherJudg~'S.butlccrtallllyfelt generations of readers. and libmiesolbooks.tobe

Ihat the winner of Ihe Clar~e Award should be the replaced by THE WORDOFTHE EDITOR. all glory to
novel that made me think about sf m a new way. the powerful one! If your first statement IS plam
whICh mlarged the held for havlllg eXIsted - stupid. then your further arguments afe somewhat
somethmgwhJch IS lrue 01 Clarle's hest novels. And ICS5beht'Vable
It'S certamly trueol ThtGtlclllla Chn:Y'hlS<Imt, I Any award Ihat has had dll/erent ludges each ve~r

But no.JalTold slaps down J gauntlet and demands IS bound 10 be one Ikat has vanable results. Only the
that onlysf~sshould Will - or ratherbools long run can reallytesttheva~dllyoftheycaflv

1.lbelltd is sf let s ~eep the genre pure Cops - gel nd JUdg\'f\'M'l\IS Then <lgam. are the popuhst awards any
01 Vurl and FoOO from tl\(- shd\'es They're not I better) The Hugo and Nebula awards NVI' often
labelled sf. Oh. and a booI. by ~n author who Iws resembled beauty cmtests over the years.. Pft"llaps thf
wnllen sf, though IIus boollSrt'l actually labelled sf real JlItyoltheCLukeAwomllSthat I1 does 1'10I seem
<lnywhere. However. evm a dd.he~ lnows that is 10 have raISed any pubhc awareness of IlSdf and si
uussKlnllasaspacesluponthecover,ltlllllSlbesf. over the)'tars. Was theClane Award glVl'II any
There·sprogressforyou.3 mmbon alaU 11\ the nalJonalllll'dw thrs year'
• Andy Snyr is.~pJ~ Whatever you might gy about the Bool;er or lhe
FrIlfrfAndys"M)'tr Turner. they havecertmtly rinsed the profiles ol tlleu

~Ulln'tfS/l¥l.ibl'lI11f, PO&.l" Ill.lllYlJWl. I1'spectlVeareiSof endeavour ~
f.693DA Fmm r,ul le Eliubelh BWinger

John seems 10 be saymg that only booM published is I Lortt Rua> Ckt, Et",4Ptl, o.n<nrlry, NNINIIII;.
"a saenC\' ftctlon novel~ should be ellgtble for the NNIl3BE
Garll' Award. [)Jes IhlS mean - as I1 seems 10 - HaVU\gre~)ohnJalTOld'sthoughtsontheArthurC

"anytlung pu~hshtd by someone's si Iille~ or ~wlth aarke Award ill Malrix. we were interested to lind
the words 'SOt'flC\' fiction' on the roVt'l"~? [f so, Ihat ThtCllcutl,ClIro/llOS(ll!ltfiled under'sOenC\'fictloo'm
seoerns 10 CUi an awful lot oul, Perkaps.glVenlohn·s allthebranchesofWaterstone'swe'vevisitedrccently.
OpllllOll on Clarle ~ward shorthsts, thiS wOIIld mean Not only that, but the hardback tdihon IS bemg
that Gearge Turners Thr SN ~lld SlImmtr (whIch was I displ~yed WIth a band around It proclalmmg 'Winner
pubhshedby Fabt'r ..... lthoul a single hint that thIs book I oftheArthurC.ClarleAward·.!:!J
was SClt'tlce IlCltoo) sh~uld not have won m NU. nor WE ALSO HEARD FROM DaI'iJ Llrrl. Ga,~ 0.11111I.
should Stanlslaw lem s FIJl5(~, pubhshed by Deutsh Oms HIli. Sltt... /tfttry. Km MlI..Ift\lII~1Il Olli;. Slrpht'l
wllh only a reVleWt'l"'s pulf 10 gIVe a hllll lhal thiS was P~lmtr Thllrls I,Ilmr ,rld.1II~ Grm



Sct.lfnIL~GS WhlCh.WOfk on the page. cannot be translated to the screen. Afilm
lS nOI a book,and when adaptmg a lengthy novel 10 fit the ronstralllts 01 a
rommeraal mOhoo picture malenal must be samficed. Change, to translate

one medium mlo aMlner, is not of itself necess.arily detnmenlal, and deletions
can with we shine new hght on the heart of a work. It IS all iI matter 01 whallhe
fdm·makm choose to thange and cuI. One ran even make an argument that the
sourct dots not matter, that the film IS a new work In lts own nght. and must
5landorfalJpurely~aIiJm.Perhapslldependsuponlhequabtyolthesourcr.

who now Cilre5 t~l 81lIdt RllnJrl' IS iI travesty 01 Do Alld1Old5 DrtiIIII ofEltdnc
Slwp1 A srtat film wJScrafh>d from the filleted booesofa fl.tt and ralhersl1Jy
potboiler Ytt ...·henthesoumolS.iSgood.sCarlSigilll·sCmlMt-notakeybool.
01 the genre. but a vtf}' good one. filkd ..,th Ide~ wdI-pIotted and ndIIy
clwilctel15ed - one~ f'lIf'f'J nghllo hopt thlt the hlm-makm wdllliyt' tilt
lIIteznty 10 I.etp blth WIth the spml of the onguul worL

IllSlortlusl1'~togl.'therWlthlhtl~tllilltlSsonretfli,tlhmlSt'Venm

atternpllD film a smous slnovd. t"'tl.un pg to w..t tbt Ullusual stepol
rnJtWU\gGwdad,lhtlllOVle,Ullhtcon~tofc.rlMt,ihtbook..lnorderlodo

ttusl will hi! rtYtalmgmoredetailsolthestory\JlYlhan nomW, so you may wISh
Iore.-d tillS allt'f haVdlgseen the film or, prekOO!y, read the novel.

1110111
Then' wrre reasons 10 be hopeful. The director, Robert Zemedis, is Cl\(' of the few
Hollywood sur dlfl'ctors to hiI\'1' shown a clear ability 10 present compla si
storyhnes wIth lUCIdIty and cohl'ft'llC'e, SpeCIfically lfl his 'Back to Ihl' Future'
tnlogy. He had also demonstrated, with Frmrst GlImp, a flair for marshalling an
elaboratl' production encompassing a span of decades and continents, large-scale
crowds and action and slate-of-Ihe-art special effects. All of which would,on the
~urface, appear to have made him an ideal choice as the man 10 bring (o"I,cllo
th('5cre('llFurth('f,Zemeckishadassembledanncellentcasl,ledbyJodieFosler,
an lIltl'lhgi'lltand lfldependl'l'ltaclrl'sS, for whom Sagan might hav(' wrillerl the
rOItofElh('Arroway.

++ .. On 26 September British re~

engaged in the Search for Extrc
Intelligence (SECI) were brief]
by a signal originating from U
binary Zemeckis-Foster, a pair
white stars in the dense eluatE
designated Hollywood .......

+++ However, over a period of 1
from around 13.00 BST tentative
as it became increasingly obyio
signal was the latest in a long
false alarms, no more than a mo
striking anomaly amidst the .ea
noise which comprises 99+\ of t
received from this region

The film begms well. with a splendid,and already celebrated,zoom oulward
from Earth, through the solar system and beyond to interstellar space,
accompanied by a soundtrack montage of famous soundbites back through the
decades of the cmtury to the dawn of the wireless agt'. This sequen«
encapsulates a real sense-of·wonder of the scale and beauty of the astronomy of
one smaU part of our galaxy, while wheIMg the appetite for the film to come.
l/nfortunately tlus IS by far the best scene lflthe film; theno an' still 145 mmule5 10
go,andltwl1lbedownhillalltheway
~I follows IS a competent condensation of the novd. The performance and

productlonvaluesan'morethanacceptableandthewholelSshotwlthagood~

for t'OmpOSIbOn. Comblrled Wllh thesubp!d thisma:les fora film wtueh ISntVI'r
Ies than anlm5tulg. but whxh IS pmftlltd Wllh a mmn lethargy, wluch
Hollywood sornetunes nustales !or smousness, and the ~t IS that It rMdy

gn"
Elbelvroway(Foster)lSal;w;boastronomerwhol\zsdn>otedhrrQlftl"totht

SW'ChforC(~lantdht:mct(S£Tl).Eventu.allyasigNIfromtheSW'S1S

remvtd, whxh whei da'oded prove to rndudt the pbns for a macIune. ADitus
IS pormye:l by 1..cmedis WIth a rdmIung ru1ISm and altenlQl to dctall, WIth
the aceptJon of the moment when lhe SIgnal IS first dtlected.. $agan gavt' us a
SImple spikec.l a compull'l'"display coupled 10 an alarm light. Zemedis shows us
Fost('fSlIbngWld('faVlSUallystnbngBdlolek5copeamly,hsterungtotheSla~

through headphones and JU5thappening to slUmbll' across thenghtfrequency­
wluch sounds like a waslung machine. ThIS is ludkroos, and hmedas now
rompoundsthe melodrama by having Fost('fleap lflto h('f car and Speed back to
Ihecontrolroomacompaniedbyft\'ll2iedmusic,alllhetimeshoutinginstruct1c.lS
lfllO her mobile phone for the n'alignmenl of the array. The very array which
would appear to be pointing in nactly the right direction.

In between Arroway having a Oll\!-night sland with Palmer )0$ (Matthew
MtConaughey} then developing a more tentative relationship with tlus writer
rum Presidenhalspllitual advisor, the Machine is built, sabotaged by a 'born
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I "That About
I Wraps It Up
I For God"
I an alternative view from

I JOHN ASHBROOK

I SrACII58lG You may think ll'sa long way doWll lheroad to your local
mulllpk?.butlhafs)ustpi'anutscomparedtoSpace

Ctmll/fl optTIs wIth a protracted puJl back from ourdlTty, nOISy planet,

I
out thiOllgh thegala~"y.off IJ1todar"sdmce, through clouds ofsurstuff, whll:h
begtnloresonate""'ththe~olttenuty,untiJ,finally,"'l'pas.sthroughthe

mhnJttandb«ktnlothelJ\lCJlXOSlTl

I
TluslSilbeauliful,lNJe5bC.epcoptnJllg,whKhGllldleslhespntoflhe

5Copt of still one fluid motion.. As stVeral dliloom comment, If wt are truly
alontmthl'unlvme.ltseemslikeanawfulwasteolSpace.

I
ThJS IS a long, dehberatl' movie, mh'oduCng US 10 Its dramahS personae

gradually, Director Robert lemeckLs bUilds a mulll-ldyt'red narrah\'e,
lIlvolvlng,aswithal1ofhismovies,well·integratedvlsualeffects(hemadelVlw

I FrDmtd Rogn RDbblt! IJ1 his more flippant days, then went on to heal America's
wounds WIth FMrtSI Gllmp). But, flymg III the face of Hollywood's usual
prartKt,lhe Ix m S('Wf11J1 all but IJ1vIsibly. It IS as If ZnnedJS ISdetl.'mUnN to

I enobIe the gaudy CCI shot by tmploylJ1g It m affectionate emulahon of~
Wl'!les'saudaoousCih:nrK.,..

SenousIythough.folks,CDnt.ctISll·taboutblgdreamyVJSUals.ortvenilboul

I bug~ monsters: It'S about sunplt, cooluscd, amblltOllS, fnghteJled human

""""Jodi Fostl.'l" plays Elhe Arroway, a prcrooous radio astronomer, One evl.'l"lIng,

I about fDrty minutt>S mto the mOVie, sitting qUIl~ly and hstenmg to the
Ur\lv('fS("sstatic,shesuddenly hears a heartbeal A gentle but {'mphahcpulSl'

I
whICh becomes more and more dclm\'ll A rhylhmll: SLgn of hfe, broadcastmg
ilCTtl5Stwmty·fivehght years. For the fllsl hn'll'SlACl'herparm!'S'death.!JIt'
M'taJooe.

I
Ofrourse,.once the word gets OUI, the hUllWl rJre (as represenled by

Amernrts) precbaablydlSpbysthelllfirutevanl'lyofhuman 1d1OSyntnS)' The
Jesus freaks, skmheads, h.1f'P1'l'S. and BVIS Llllpmonalors all daun tilt dlSCOvl'f)'

I
!of their Vffy own. As the sheep look up, EJhe learns that tile most Important
revelation of all time Isn't really a questlon of SCIl'f'ICl!, or truth, It'S about
politICal postunllg and profit margms. Humans will, after all. be humans

I Throughout, EJlie's concerns are olf-sct by those of the Improbably
m(N1Jckered Reverend Palmer Jost (played by Matthew McConaughey) who,
~p1tr his affection for her, constantly dlil.l1enges her lark of faIth mGod, They

I embodythedasslcsciencepre!lgJOlldl'balE'l'IatovtIltApostles.
It woukI be easy 10 try 10 paptJOVE'r lfus lSSUl',and It IS 10 the fllm'ScredLt

Ih.It Lt doesn't allow either side ollhe argument 10 WIll. Instead, It 'avoul'1bJy

I comparesherbelJdmal~,despllE'anabsenctolevtdenc:e.tohlSbelll'fin
God, desf'lte an ab$elce of t'VJdentt. SoenlllK mvesbgahon and SJ7I1ltu.al
COllVlctlon are not mulual exc!USIveS, It says; only people too deeply buned m

I Ofleortheothefmaylosethatpi'~pechve.
After a journey whIch Stanley Kubnck would have been proud of. to a

I
revelallOll which is, frankly, ronfusmg, we are er.rouraged to dwell upon how
tlny.msLgnJficanl,rareandpreooushfeonEa.rthls, Evl'n though the film S1rays
IIllopolerlllc as It draws 10,1 c\ose. lhrs takt>S nothmg away from the Impact 01

I
Its manlra_ Three words we could do well to mull over as sooety barrek madly
lOWards the arbltwy measure 01 a mlllenmum" wraded With new dl$USl'S,
choked With smog .md lnglltmed of every WOO"" Awe. Hunullly Hope.

I
As COItIJld draW5 loa grahfymg roncIuslOn.lI Tl'fmnds us 10 keep sean:hutg

for our own ansWl'fS 10 the big qurslJons ... and not 10 be too dlSappomted If
wedon'tfmdthem

I
I
I

agM' zealot wtanng Iht latest bne IJ1 dose-filhng
d)1Umlte•.mdlhealS!encf'ofaS«OfldM.xhine.bwJllJ1
secret,lSrevealed. TheMacluneolS specified ronlalJ1S
room for one passengt'r; all indleatlonsan' lhatlt IS a
transport 10 take a represrntalive of thl' builders to meet
thedl.'Slgners.1t is Arroway who uJtlln.JleJy makes the
JOUrnry• .md 11 lS from this point on that the film does
eveythmg It possibly C3n WJOll8.
Slo~ gaYe us fi~ pbces IJ1the MxIunt. suffiCIent !of

t'ffJI\'Sftl~h\'15ofdlfferentcuJluresml falthstodeNte
tharrx~ll'lfdlolted bylhnr~"ground. Thus~

evelllwlud'lrhmgesthemtirtworldlSsharedbypeoplr
ofdlffermtraces,dJfkrentsol.'l\t1fll:dlSClpltneS,n'hg.OllS
(or no rl'hg.on at all), and by membm of both saes
lfmeckisglvt>SusJustfostt'r,whogOl'Sbecauseshelsan
allraetlve whlte middle-class Amcncan. and the bl88t>St
sUr m the p1cture. A scrupulously pano{"\lltural vISion,
a!bftt,1nAmmc.lJ1 one. beoomesanotht'rad\·l.'I\lun'1J1
""Iudl~JeadsthewilY,

The Madww tal.es ArrowilY through iI senes of
wonnhoIes.Tlusmlthtfo!lowmgscmesmuslhm
brm wlLat atlr.icted HoDywood 10 lilt protect onglNlly
Slogan's fivt' expt'flftlCe a galaxy full 01 wondm. but
Um«kis. IJIrn'dlbly, hardly lets us~ them at all. There
IS a wonderlul shot of a bUltl'l"cup gala~y hangmg III

space. ZemecklS cuts qUlekly to a close-up of Foster,
speechless, dose to tears. Repe-atedly she says how
bl.'.IutlfuJ JI lS, that they should havt'Sl'llta poet. It'Sil fine
moment, but then wt WiIl\tlo see what Arroway IS see.ng
agall\ -the goIdm ruJe of film IS 'show. not 1l.'II' -.md
Ztmed.lSfailsspKtilrularly.

Sagan's<mtnlmrounli'J,in wludt lhelravtllmnoKh
fhe galactK" C'Olt'.md meet aliens ph)'SlGlllly embodied
from memones taken from theu s1eepmg nunds. IS

redueed to a bnef p5eUdO'myShcaJ moment SO

III-t'~plallled that much of middle AmerICa will probably
assumethl'herOlnehasla~enaday lnpto heaven Then,
qUite unforglVeably, Arroway IS back home. Zemec"IS
has depnved us of our Sight of Grand Cmlr.lJ StallOn.
Slo~'s vast g.llKtK Iravl'llJ1tm:fw\gt', where Ius
lr.Ivl'Ilers see thousands of pomIs and s1ups of Mf)'
design ronung and gomg. of tilt billJonsd stm at the
salKtKC'Olt';ofthelwtn~kholes;and,mostotal~of

the mormous mgtnMVIg prqect ,11 the <mire of the
gala~y [t is as If Zemeckls has cmfused tht' notion of
haVIng ach~dhkesense of wonder with the childIShness

of specLa I effectsdomin.Jted blockbusterdom, and SO decided tokl't'phis 'serious'
sffiJmfrtfofsuchgrandt'Ur.

Arroway IS dt'bnefed, and, With no one Ioronfirm her story, dLSbt'heved. ThlS
gIves the film an opportulllty 10 end With AITOIOo'iJ)'ll'Ihng a group ofduJdren
VISItlng the amy thal tvtryone Ms to find the!r own truth withm. TIus
fasllJoNblyNtwAge-roncIU1lOIllSabmayAfd~s.sillstood!of,oflus
argument tlLatthere IS oo,ertl~ truth 'out tw' _tIng to bt found. Why tIsl'
have. soen!lSt hl'l'OUlt" We Iravt' Foster sat moumfuUy III the desert beneath tht'
Sfa~, Alan SIJVestn'S senllmental srore dronmg on in an atltmpt 10 move us.
Sagan's IIlgenlous endIng, In whICh Arroway finds cmcluslve proof of lhe
eXlstenet' of a (.T('atorbehmd the Urllverse, has,ofrourse, been deleted. It would
ha\,ereqUlredtheaudiffiCtlothmk.

Systematll:ally the thoughtful debate belWetrl somce.md rehglOUSfallh whICh
provided the 5p1J1l' of the novel has been redoced to arbstnly New Age
WISIfulntss.TheP.llineJJossoftbenovelproVldedapo5lh~counli'rfotllo
mmdlm Chn5ttan bLgOb who oppost tilt Mactune, and who are portr;Jyed With
,1ppropnatedry uony III the film. HIS Vffy lentati~TlXTWlCl'W1thArrow.y
mlT1'Or1tM metaph)'SlGlll argument, both d1aDctm dwlgmg to arknowledge- the
best III earh ~hefs poml of VIeW. The Palmer~ of the film is iI vague,
aJJ-purposespmlua[guru. Mallhl'w McConaughey IS a gifted iKtorwilh the looks
and chansma 01 a young Newman or Redford, but here he is redueed to little
more than a token sex:/love interest for the heroine.

For allllS surface soptusl1cation, its minIS 10 be a senous. adult film, a
wouJd-be2001 for the90s,GlIrefuUydislanang itself frorn any movieIandsQ.fi
~,CDnIlldISJcssaSlgnofintelhgt'!'lCtfrornthesWsthanofthtvJCUum

between thtm. COlltillnlng no more than traeedemen.ts and badground ndubon
left over from tilt aelItor who lmt: gavt' Jl hfe.. Meanwhill.' theSeudl for
ExlaClJ'Il'JI\lIlic Intdhgenct COlltlnues.ll's almost enough to make 0IlI' ~OIlI"s
falth .. lIllhell'lOVJe5.
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Actu.1l1y.hundrtdsolmilbonsofpeople,partI·
cularlym thedf"leloped counlneS, h.1vt>txpmen­
ced ll'llstmibleshod,<md ha~forgottmaU

aboutl! unW the memory is ll'Stored la them.
TIlls IS expen('!lct' IS kno...." as btmg barll,

especiallymahospltaJ
Whalan oVl.'TWhclmlIlg ImpressJon this 'first

rontact'wllhanotherworld has upon thclmpres·
sionablell1fanllnlelhgence. Thankfully.asWlth
many big shocks. such as a (af crash, the mm­
Of'JlSsuppreswd

The pnnapil hormOlK' wtuch iI mother
secretes dUMg Wlour and birth, III her plhlltU)'
gland, and wtuch she rdeases to mU(! ulmne
ronlr.Kbons,)nd~txJn.isll):ytoan.Forlhe

mother, oxytoon seM5 6 a muscle regWtor
However, Olytoan has a map SIde effect.
OxytoonCllusesilllU'll5.llo.

Undtr the lI\fluenre of OJytonn. tramed
laboIatOf)' ammals forget hw to carry OIl! lash
Dunng labour, OlC)1ocin noods the hnle Nby's
system. And thus we forget tlus traumatic
episode ..

... tiJI,ycarslater.~fterwehavebeene:<posOO
ronsciouslyandunronsOouslytohundredsof
media ilCCOWltsof alit'n alxluctJOns, hypnolllera­
p1stS~loworkonus.

Really. mosl of us are abductees. Maybtlhe
ITlIraclt' IS that only two nulbon peopIt m
AmmGIIJ\SISI thit ahens abducted tbem, ralher
than thelolk$ m thtdebveryroorn.

-Cl"" W.tson 1997

• I.,.'s 1'J7!1fOtJtI Mindr V.lSifntsofJtrsmotlJt,
aplf-11llIIpr UHlImJ .Iim-tdIld_/llil$
forl1Jc:orftml bootllbottl UFOs pr Virsm, Colill
Wij$DIJS¥= "/11111 W.tson's] Tht fmbtddjllBlS
~lIittpossibl'lrlll/lt$l5fIl1lt~rorrlVl'IIII'Il,(l1lIi

Mir.dt Vj5iton '"1I5 it dIlSt It iSll"doll~ltdly till
bntlllJVrl tlIfl' w,ittm (loolll UF05"md, / Sll5p«1,
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---------------film-
The Spoof

Is
Out There

•reviewed by
john ashbrook

"A: NDnf,bmu5i'llu-lighl bulbdocsn't nisI. Righl?"

If YOOVE SEW the tr~i1er for Men in 81~fk, you've seen the wllole movie. Every
gag, slunt. special effect and aJirn is prescntcd for all 10 see, Now, clearly, the iOb
of a traMr IS to attract atlenhon to a film by showlIlg you the good bits,

lcrnptingyou with a flash of lhigh here, a hinlofhreasllhere;bul lhe MiB trailer
sh.owsyoulhewholedamnchicken,

As one of only two non-sequels released lhis 5ummer (lhe olher being ThtFifth
fl(mmtj this film nl.'edfd some subtle prMeJling if it was to compelI' with caped
crusaders and dinosaurs. But Ihe eye of the media storm, the film itself,farfrom
being the spectacular, scenery-chewing monstrosity we were led to expect. is a
reasonablysman·scalesliceofwhimsy

liS rather engaging ronC1'11 IS lhal They are among us, $elling papers,running
pawn shops, driving cabs -they are all aliens No, not HIspanic or Armenian aliel1S,
butthegreet1-skinned,bug'i'yed,glop-slobberingkind.Theproplewhopolicetheir
ilCriviries are Ihose nameless, faceless chaps in dark SUIts, who are funded through
being the patent holders on such alien inventIOns as Vekro and hposuction

Nice Idea
A typical day in the office can include helping an octopus give birth,

interrogating a dog, wiping the memory of any number of innocent bystanders, and
saving the Earth. "again.

The film hinges on the genuinely engaging old warhorse / young buck

relariooship which develops between Tommy Let> Jones (Mr K) and Will Smith (Mr
J), The problem is, as characters who have a profile so low they are positively
horizontal, who have no names, who are only recalled as drjQ Vl4, and for whom
«silenceisournativetongue",theycan only have so much personality.

lones's abrupt "just the facts, ma'am" approach gels well with Smith's badass
attitude, but they aren't substanrial enough to carry the whole film. So it relies very
heavily on its story, which is, unfortunately,mercly a hairline thrcad whichslrings
together a dozen or so carefully conceived and precisely conslructed set pieces.

MiB feels like what it IS - a blueprint for the cartoon sel'ie\ mmpulPr 8~m",

toy-line,romic,pillowcaseand string of sequels which it will inevitably grow into.
For what is, at heart, a light-hearted 'whal if' piece,MiB is weighed dOWll with

the significance brought about byS400million profil. AsJonl'Sconfessesat one point,
speakmg maybe for the whole movie-maling machine: "We at the FBI do not have a
senseofhumour".we'reawart'of."

MiB's trailer makers may wanlto take note: jokes do tend to fall flat when you
tell pl'Qplethe punch-line first
«Q: How mQ1l1j mm in MQck dm itlQkr 10 chalrgrQ light bulb?"

-C/ahnAshb,ookl997
MeflinBIICk-CoIumbiaTristal,D~e<:lorBarryScn1enteld.Elea.1iveprOO.lceiStepl1en

Spie!befg,Proc1JeersWa~I?rF,Parkes,lal.lrieMacDonaJdScreenplayEdSolomoo,basedontlle

comic by lowel CllfriV:1am. MJsk: Damy Effman Cast Tommy lee Jooes, Will Smith, LncIa
Fiore1tille, Rip Torn

-------------points arising-
,Are You Going To Saturn?
InJ~1996,page4olI./aIri.l120camedafleWsitemoolhe

NASNESACaSSll'li mission to Saturn, soccesstullytaundled
00 15 Oclober this year. The news report concerned a
CD-ROM Iu~ of scanned signatures, now en lOu/elO SatLm, to
whict1 NASA ami ESA inVlled memt>ers 01 lhe public to
contrioote, [)jd any 01 you respond? Is your signature 00 ~s

way to Saturn? Aie there any mg·Dound repres.entalJves 01 the
BSFA?llso,l"dloYetoheaftmm you. Let us know!

, CompuCockUp
Asligrtlylau1t)'pressr~easeledtosomeil1correcli1tormatioo

appearlrlgintl1erepot'looCompuSeNe's'SFCommunity'web
sne {MaIm 127, pot), m0de7atedby Stan Nichotls (woo.m t
tl1aflklorpomt,ngl)lJ1t!leenorsj,TheCOlre<:lwebad<:ressls
http,/!\f\l\j. cOCIlpuserve .co,u~/COII'.munl tits/toe/go
top,htm
(All one WQrd ~ column wtdIhs weleo1 designed to har.cle web
adamesl) Compu~ members with 3,0,3 soIIware CM
also gel in via ttle Forums andConvnunilies i<:ol1 on CSI's
openiogpage, There ilIe r.o 'ive'deOates al the moment, Wt
theyarepjanned.Currentl)'youcantindPu~is/le('sTipstrom

GoIJancz 51 edlOl' Jo Ftetcher, a humouroos 'Blast Offl'
coIurMl7omFredaWanington,andaninteMewwithlouise
C""',
. Ken MacLeod
Acouple of points arising trom Ktn Mael.eod's artide ~st

iswe First, a transcription elror led to Brian Mieklethwailof
the libertarian Alliar.eegainillganellraneous appeoded'e';
my apologies

The libenarian Alliance iswe various publicalions, some 01
which are 01 sf ruelest (101 ilstance.·Boom ami Stump in
Space·byJaIToe'P,Hogan) Yoo CM contact them at
libertanan AJliJr1(;$,2S ChaplI?rChamDe7s, ESlerbrook S17eet
lCo1dofl,SWIP4NN
T91.01718215502
. Back In The USSA
Too tale for inclusion In "Receot ar.d FortIlwrrung Books' was
news 01 EugeneByrnelKimKewmiln'snewrlO"ffll Bad\il
tile USSA. P'Jblislled by Mark V. Ziesirlg Books (a US
small'jl(esshouse) and launchedal MJrderc:nein Loo:b1oo
15 October. I note ~ here as, cOnci<lentally, the story series
was mentioned a coop'eof limes tast ISsue in the notes to the

fooll?r quOlaboos No details 01 price, bu1 ~ should be a~ailable

ilspecialist ami imporl$hOpS

,BesISFPolI
As you1 ~on page 3, the BSFAis musding in 00
Watl?rstooe'saclar.d1\lllWlg a '8estSFBook'poIl,open 10
anyBritishstorfantasynovelpublistledilthelast5O~ars

Deserl tsland Books, ~ you ~~e - choose the FIVE Docks you'd
talleto a deserl island and rilflk tIlem in ordl!7: ali;litional
comments on the tilIes are welo;rne

I'~ been pondemg my choices over the last lew weeks
Thl?re'stheobvtous'dilSSlCS'-ChikI1ood'sEnd, LOld 01 rne
Rmgs.NjneteenElf1hly-F~,SIan<1())lanzrb.Jr,Pa\'3fleand

sotorth-alldthelessweO·knownpersonaltaVOlJ1les-DivtM!
Endurance, The Twilighl 01 Br..reus, The AflitmatJon.
LaI'Dt'lCyss, Hello Semmer, GoodIlye - and lhel1 lhl?re are
I'IOVels from lhe lasl few years, which penod has pi'odJced
SOO1eoltl1ebestsft'veeverlead-Fa,~nd,TheSlone

C<lnat.TheTirneS1lips,AnnoDtaroIa.T1IeWe~sor

""'*".
One lhing's SlJre:thl?re's no shor1age 01 canOdales

-CMsTeffan



CLARX:f,I IS the Wnters' Workshop 10 end ~II ...,nlers' workshops. and the
Oanon expmena isencapsuLaled In one word.

Intense.
That's lhe poml.
Tale nmeteen assorted mdlvlduals, high in talent and ego and ambition. and

WIth IJlllt else III common Tlghl'poKl. them mlo halls at resKlen~. GII"!' them
oommOll woes - IM hta!. lhe (.fetm. food, the trams bellowmg KJOSS campus
through the mght GIVE' them common cause - 10 wnle better, faster, hghter. fresher
and to be seoen doU\g I1 Let them dally ~pose themselves III prose Wlder lite eyes of
a senesolsuccesIuJWnlefS.

St.md well bKl.

I WolS wMntd lhalMldugilllanbehotmd huDUd,and 11 IS. wLlstweel;wascold,w
I.Jster Mathe5on. 1!Ko courst DIrector, tells me <IS M pds me up al Lansang Auport.
·Wr've gmt srnllgtll mm wmter to SUIl'lmt'r WIth no~.w I find 11 ddticult 10
~ThtMalhasadmstandpermanenlquabtylo't,andlilm~lh.avearew

alri days 10 JCdI~15t and explorto the vmimll');~ thit IS MKtugilll SUte
lhuvetSlty ampus. I1 seems aboulltw SIZe of MlNCO - but MONCO dol'sn', h.1vt'
dupmunh - and IS laid out for lhost> WIth an, bWs, or at the~ koast, an-hne
sL1tes, not for5tubbom pedfstnanssudl oIS mysdf.

Thtdloysbefontheworkshopstart5a~neededformorettwlrerovmngfrom

)dlag. A rmted rompull'f has been lIlSt~ 1J\ my room but 11 is days beforto It
worts- A-dnvt.saemmd byboud aU pad: up inqUld;; SUCteSSIOn and have to
bereplactd.FiNlly,IN\'eaW'Ol'klJlssystm'landawrihngllchthitlSdnVlllgmt
mid.. I r;JlStmy hands aboYt tilt keys MId btgm to type - and SU\'nS sound
lhlllUghout lhecampus, Yts, thtrounty IS on lOI'J'Iadoakrt.lmtated but excited
(ooh. I don'l lhuU. I'm In Bames any moreL I trot down to lhc bilstmmt to Wilt
dUllfullvfortheall-dtar Thttomadollisbeenspotttdiboultwentymllesfrom
MSU.md It dlSSlpoalts Wllhout mU(h Impact and Wllhoot gctttng much do5tr Whit
an anll.rum.u Tllls &IVts me lhe Impl1'SSlOO 1Nl monbund romputtrS and
ImlTUTll'T11lWlSlm afe to be a hallmar~ of my stay m lhe US, md 1u(~lly nt'Ither of
l~provetobelrue-

Try telling abunch, all convinced
that they are mightily talented, that
talent weighs less than persistence
when it comes to getting published

The-olher e-f/('Ctof my early amval is to raiSl;> my cunosity alld trepldatioll about
my fellow ClanOl1ctlt'S to all mtl.'flse pitch, since the value of lhe e-xperince- is
probably gOing 10 rely at least as much Upoll lhcm ason the tutors. I knl'W wl'had
all unusually high ratio 01 womm to mm (14 to 5). I knew the-re was a wide
l'anahOlllnage-(e-arlytwenhC'Stoearlyfifties)andarfortyishgoillgonfourte-enishl
fit mto the nuddle somewhere But what would they be like?

Rumours nlst about aggressive comp..>hhon In some Clarions, and I knew It was
not UllhNrd of for someone to lea"e before the- end 01 the course. Fears that my
fellows would be downnght nasty beglll to dlsslpoate whl.'fl I meet Srott from
Kansas,thl"nnt to amve, and evaporateenhrely by thl' time our group IS complete
on Sunday As we orrulatt, eyt'lllg each ocher with varymg degrees of wanness and
I'llthuslilsm, the poattern fOf the next so: weeks IS set out. Alter the first day,
monungs from 9.00 to 1.00 would bedevottd togomg over critiqul'S, thl'n tile next
bunch of MSS would be passed out to bt rntlljued for the next day. We also sign up
fOltndlvldllillron~W1thlhetutordunngtheo1fternoons.Rightfromthestart

thm' 15 a sense of urgl'llC)' toromplete new work, staymg up until the early hoursof
the monung d nem.sary My wntlng Itch IS put to good use. I take to typLng With
the door to my room open 0100 l't'que5t bMg dra~ o1way from the keyboard
""""",Uy

Our first MOf IS()r(uVI<J, E. Butler,md 5II'lCl' I was Guest liaISOn who orgarused
hrr sto1Y o1t Intl'l'Vl'JIhon last Eastrr, she, at least, IS IlOl .In unlnown quantity. Her
NSK R5tf\'e mlghl prevent her from beI1IS 01 lUtural-bom teKher, but she would
never let thal stop her frombMg a good one. [havenowomesabout her
gratwtously stornpmg on myone's ego.

Od.VIa'S style IS wtiI SUited to the first wetk.1n workshop5 her rnllques iUI' to
tht pooll and nt'\o'er he.tvy-h.lro&d. Anyone who attendC'd her till; at lntervmbon.
wtIllnow that her 0\'>11 wnhnS comes I.trgdy out 01 hft l'Ymts wlUch Nve.ffected
her deeply, .00 her mtmtC'd...t\llCt' was to wnteabout ttungs you can'<Iboul Her
gener.t comments "'1!re mort' hidy to be WlpoaUt.lble than her comrnt'nlS 00 •

poartKuurstorv Trvtellms.bunchallconvlACfd In thar de..-peststlVts that they
01Tt' mlghh.ll' 1.alentN, lhat Io1lent "'"tIghs less tllm~ whm II comes to
gettmgpubltSheJ

Janet Barren
enjoystomaooes, 1Iu and dodgycomp.Jlers in her quest lorlhe pertectstOij.
Clarion '97 was held al Michigan Slate Univefsity earlier this year, six weeks of
Inensive luition il the art and craft of writiAg from Oclavia E, Butler, Joan 0,
Vinge, TMY Bisson, Richard Kadrey, Karen Joy Fowler and Tim Powers.
SeeJanelWfl1e seeJanelsurvrveattlCtSl11 . see Janetretum,

better
faster

tighter
fresher

Pm of the f.asaNllon of the six weeks is findlllg oul aboul tht vt"rJ different
ways our tullnorz:arnst their wormg <bys. omVla has to ttaveevolved one of the
mosll'ltreml',SlIICtshefilSlwOdaYSlntooneShtnses.roundd.wnMldgetsthe
bul~ of her W"tlnS done~tx~llllg the outside world In o1ny form. Then .fter.
couple of houn sleep, she IS .11 tilt ~eyboard .galll ThIS IS a legacy from t"" Itme
",'hmshe",'uhttmglnwntmgaroundoneormort'Jowly·poaKl,oos-andthehablt
IS so detply engralnt'd It may "'...'..er ll'ave her She urgN lIS, WIth her customary
qUIet firmness, toestabhsh OUf own wntlngroulme

OC!aVlil ~eeps. fairly low profile awo1y from the workshop sesslOI\S thernselves,
and so does not mterfere WIth th~ongotng process as folks begm to form fnmdShlPS
and subgroups ('havmg kids'lmb one subgroup, 'h.vmg ferrets' .lnother). We
beglll to sort out whose reldmg intl.'l't'Sts are JUst outside tile range of our own
wrinngo1OO who is prepared to be outspoken m thl"lrcnhques; to find wnnng that
prt'Ssesallyourl.'flthuslasmbuttOl1Sl.'Venthoughyouthl'llgooverlt.lldplCkltto
Pieces, and lust tofllld that herewasa group of friends whounderslood what Itwu
like- to be a wnter ThIS commonahty begms to override other conSlderahons such ~s

age and gender and culture

The public reading Richard Kadrey
gives towards the end of the week
gives me nightmares, afact I
suspect he finds mildly gratifying

Towards lhe end of Octavla's wl't'k 11 becomes apparent that thl' PICCl" I was
typlllg so funously would oot be finlsht'd by 9.lnam Thuooay, and so Isubmit thl"
story I was finlShmg on lhe Day of the TWIster. Rathl'!" reluctantly - It IS high
f.nl.sy, not my usu.al style; It is not asambl!lousasthl'unfirushedepK;and It was
IUJle-tenthsrompletebcfOfeClanm.. As such It almost qualifies asa trunl: story. In
general,subnutnng Thmgs-HM-Earher IS not rerornmended,since haJltlle fun of
aanon IS watchmg people's wnnng evolve, .nd seemg events and lIlfIuera5 011

wod. m. story content. Then fat~ takes. hand, and I am stndm With. ghastly
gastnc bug. postporung gethng my tint feedback. Tlus may have been food
porsorung. SUI<t It lasted barely rwodays. It rn.ayha\-e betn'f1U-01 couple of houn
Into my Ihght from England I found, to my dlSlNY. that the woman in the next seal
was suffenng from pstnc 'flu. and though I did I"I\o1nage 10 changt seats, the
<brn.agthadprobablybetndone.

I was LllUl'ltasunbly gl...:! Ididn't f.tll SICk whm IMt o1mY\'d on ampus. Not
that anyone could do much for Tnt apart from keepmg mt supphed With ~ and
Witer. Bul .It least [ o1m o1mang fne:Ids. T1us bnngs home to ll'll' the cunous
acreItntJonMld mtl!l'lSltyolClanon. as your feelings berome engo1ged With
o1ITWU\Sr;Jpldlty

We NI'e bem Nvmg monsoon weJther, o1I'Id loan D Vingt', our tutor for the
S«Md ....efl,. has horrendous problems With canrelled flIghts due to thunderstorms
.tII.acrosstht"'"t'SlButwhl'Jlshedoesamve,shelSbouncyWlthannopoabcl\and
woo. ""'osUrIs In. fresh burst of tner!)'



To my relief, my first subrnlllcd st0rylS rect'lved wIth actJveenthuslasm (this
doesn't mean that no on~ could pick holes IJl It. Far from It; we were all becoffiUlg
adept at thIs). [ llave more womes about beIIlg shot down in flames with my
second. havlJlg cheeloly S1ven 11 an Amencan setting and some unple.J.sant content
lnfact,thework-shopplJlgoftlusSOOlnd SlOfy probably produced the most useful
feedNck of any cntJqulJlg IlIav~ encountered anywhere, and If the finished
product dQesn't come a<TOS$ as both US and enhmy mdible. then I have only
myself 10 bLunt. 11Ia\"! also gIVen one 01 my cllaractl'f5 my Gl'lIn's dlsapprovmg
dluckle(lvirlmt,...) Thts beromes one of our catchphrases and ends upon the
bad.oftheCbnonWT·slurt Othef"lUOlesLACh~e«1 tlunl thlSlTIolybE'asdoseto
hlt'fature as anythmg we hal'e sem. and thlS lTIoly bE' a probIem«, ,md «I want to
loow what YOU laie befort you wnle and [want some~ The fllSt IS a refl'ft'llCl' 10 a
SlOfy 01 BLII Henry's. whose pOhsh and ability 10 wield a mean Sl'lfIlCOIon drew
gao;psolpurepleasure.TheserondrrfmtoaputlcUl<ulyvlbrantsubmissJonfrom
Jae Bnm.. whost badground m tilt llltalJ1' lTIoly hav~ 500lCthmg 10 do with hef
IJldlvtdualstyle.
WhereOctaVll'sa~lSmeasuredandthoughtful.~'slSfizzyand

enthu~stJc loan Itts us set stgments of work IJl progT$ m the form 01 a
llandwnlten draft plus notes added to notes added to notes unllllbe rifuct IS 01 a
collage. both confusing and burgtorung Wllh possiblhtes. With OctaVll we had
earned out focustng n:emses (descnbt your story III a 5lllgJe sentence~ Wlth}o;ln
w~ undertal~ lIlSplI'lIlJon.lI NmSl'S (pd out a rnd from ~n's roIlectton. and It!
tbe IlTIolgery suggtSl astory).

loan also ~le:s a POll\! of hommg IJl on the emotIoNl hurt oIa story, and soon
we're an dOIng tlus. Sbf IS also keen to SOOiIISt. We go to set Mm III fll«t. we eal
OUI, loan hangs out With US mthose !ne moments.

At the end oItbt Wftk foal\'s husband,lll1'l Frenbl.amves for the ',;eekend and
schedulesanhourWllh~ld1ofusmluscapacltya5&htor-m-Residence.Apacked

coupltoldaysUJdeed. I thl'n realISe lhat thm had been a shght sladerung 01
tl'nSlOO dunng the prevlOU5 ""eel.cnd ThIS doesn't happen wtule Ilm IS around.
f'l'enalthebarbet-ueonSundayaftemoon..Uanythmg.llungsWU'ldmoretlghtly

At thIS pomtI ffclthe first SIg1lS 01 fraymground lbeedgtsl.mdfourft'eeLsstdl
10~) lugglmg lhe wnhng S1ale and the mhgl state IS hard CIlOIlgh.l"m gratified
to find I can more or less manage It every day. The lack ol~ 15 begummg to
ptJsh al my l"tSlhence - but for now my mergles are shll Iugh and stones are
nowmgwelleflOugh

And therelSgool! news-joan IS staymg on for an extra week,!JOIa5tutorbllt to
do some wnllng. Dunng Tt'IT)' Bl5.son·s wa>k.)oan hves In her apartment tobegm
workoothenOllehsatlooof/.o$/ m5rw«lbothJoanandTenydonovelisanorlSiIS
bread-and-butter work tosupplerncnt thcir OWTl stufO, This 15 universally held to be
a.wonderfulldea. If there IS onc thlllg wrong WIth the (Ianon methOO of having a
different tutor each week,lt IS that the end 01 the week romes too soon

Tim Powers drinks Diet Coke at the
rate of acase aday. Writers
shouldn't drink after they are forty,
he says

We have all read Trny Blssolfs shon stones. styhshCall)' ('(wlable and subtl('and
rerogmsably mdlvldual. So hiS amval IS keenly antICIpated and we are llot
dlSappomted Terry's style as tutor IS dlfferenl agam, and IUs addlbons 10 thl' basic
worlshop are l'dectlc. From the hterary (readmg a.nd dl5C'USSlIIg extracts from
Conrad, Salmger, Snyder and W H. Auden) to lhe prosaIC (completmg a
lIOVebsatlon 01 a small pomon 0I171r Wr:#rd of 0;:), The focus on the stones sIufts
s11ghlly 10 deal with theu overaIJ shapes. wllh noreernphaslSon fonn and plot.

Clanonmustbtillloddexpenenaforth.etutorswhoareresponsibleforwefLs
three and four. Underlmm& lhe responses 10 tM story under fire areexpemhons of
changeand vantty.a sublat whICh comes from perceptJoos 01 pm"IOUS stones and
prl.'VlOUS cnlJqUes. At theend oIl!1f wm Tmycomments thal he would docmam
tlungsdlffermtly had he todo L1agam. nonovellsalJon for mstancr, but perhaps
proddmg us Ioproduce tilt ahm. So he leaves us, havmg floated tilt Idea that as an
OO'KJS(' wt should wnl~ a FIrst Contact story Nobody actually produces an
aeraseon m Conlxt - but t!lf Idea filter.; mto several of the stones that are
subnutted dunng iOdIard Kadrey's weeL

RKhard haslhttaskolholdll'18ustogeth.er through ""eekfour,rommonlyheld
tobtlh.etunt whm sltepdtpnvahonmd doseconlAct causes frayed tempmto
snap The number 01 rnanuscnpts subnutled ~1d1 day causes some bad temper ­
lhert Me seldom fewer than lour.andsornrclthese"''m''''"S-e\·eryont''''"lShes
SOfII('(lnt else wookI sladm off Don't ('Ven thmk 01 gOIng to C1anon If you don't

see cnnqumg otht'l" MSS as ,11 lcast .lS Important as the feedback on your own
w~l

RLChard'sexhortahonsar('IOl1Xpmmcnt styll5lically and noItocensor~"ylhl!lg

at first draft stage. If at all. Ht praetJCeS what htpreaches-thepublicreadmg he
gIVes towards the end of the Wt'cl. gIVes mt mghtmMeS. a fact I suspect he ftnds
mIldly gratlfymg, Ch«l out tlus man If YOl.lr lastes run 10 graphIC vlOlen~

depKted In lC)" clean pl'OS(' Richard's Imprl'S5lVe array oIlatloos make hIm l0oi:.
ferooous {somethmg lit used 10 bnng us Into hnt' m ft'01Jr.shop, when anyont
unWise enough to ramble subsided mstantly afteJ a lerse ~Wrap 11 up" lrom the
man hllTlself). but under the mk IS amanning and rultured man.

Some come away from Clarion and
never write again, their critical
instincts honed so sharp they slice
themselves to pieces

IUI\'II Jo1 Fowler and TlI1'I POIOo'f!'S are JOUlt tutors for tM final two wms. As
thtyshp mto~asy rq>artet, Irsobvious they 1laVE'00ne IhlS before. Theydallll thal
IheyrarelyagreeonanytJun&(&eep(lheqUihtydstooes)bul they play off each
other lilr.t adouble-act W~l'lIpidly learn 1o~llhemapart. Mwever. TLm isibeone
".,ho dnnb INt Cok~ atlhe rate cl iiI case a day Wn!er'S shouldn't dnnl after they
Me forty, hfsays.md he holds to It. I wntedown ttussageadVlCl.'m my bool: 01
Important Thmgs 1l,tiilmed At Cbnon and then work OIIt on m)' fmgm how many
weelsofalcoholronsumphonlii1mnowallowtd Not~ny

Thedassolf¥J al\'nof the only ones who havebl'en workIng hard Notonlv
haVE'Tlmand ~arenn..adalloursubffiltledstones,buttheyhavert'U'l\·edaJJt""
stones Wt have wntten to dale By Iht end of Ihe Sl\ "'~ls. the fma.I tally was lOb
stones worl.shopped and Tlm and ll.aren would haVt read another score or SO
submlSSlonstonesilSwe!l.

Karen and Tim each have a conference WIth Lndlvlduals to dlSCU5S alll!lelr
stones. Then mthefinalwefl,a5ii1pi11rtheygiveapeptalkonllftAfterCbnon

Not: to wony If yOll don't wnte fora whIle, they say. I Iookbe!lind me to see who
they are talkmg to, Then I wonder If Ihey can see something [can'l Sl'l' ThiS,
howf'l'er, turns out to be a general form of encouragement. included since some
lolls do come away from Oarion and nf'l'eJ wnle agam, theu enhal Ulshocls
honed so sharp they s1let themselves to plt'O.'S

In the nuddle of all thIS. one 01 our number IS marned, In a Filipmo-Amtncan
ceremony not lar from campus

M, l. Roegntr becomes M, l. Konett on Saturday 19 July. and was back In class
on Monday 21 July, We (Cathenne. mostly) make her v('il and BIll IS responsIble for
producing the Order 01 Service. We all attend the wedding. Thtre may nevtr have
been a tumout ofClanooeltes looking so respe<:table. The bags undcr our eyes are
still thtrebut theT·shirts and shorts are transientlyreplactd by SUitsanddresscs

The final weel sees me crabby and imtablt. I am SICk 10 death of being with
these people mghl and day, and my heart IS gOing 10 brtallf Ican't be With them
forC'l'Cf Worsc,MSStocntl,!Ul'arestlllpounngm,andlamnntactually""f1l1ng r
vow that after C1anoo Iam nel'cr gOLllg In do anothtr cntl'!U\' In my hie, No more
wor\.shops for me, nossu Why did I wnt.. such long stones, and how am I going to
gct them home? I have rrluctanlly d«lded not 10 ship my pM of papers by ~a,

havUlg bcrn told many talts of thmgs gomg astray. Then I find out how much thIS
will cost per kIlo to post So now. Instead of wnhng. Iam collatIng lhe comlTlt'llts
from a plleof MSS thal reaches 10 my)..nres (and takes me three tnps to carry to th<'
rtcydmg statlOl\ on the ground 1Ioor) 1010 somethmg small enough to carry home
Wllh me All the pam of revlslOO and none of the fmal result. But 1do grt a mmor
glOW' 01 achlt"Vement when I have reduced 11 to a mall<lgeable four-1.J1o pie

W~haVE'afal"tWellpartyonFnday25luly

Then"..~ have another one on Saturday 26 luly StOOly speakmg.tlus IS 11\0;>
Clanon l'lth Year Reumon. but no matleJ how much we try ....e can't rarse much
mterest m anyone who 1Sn'1 one 01 us. The tearful fafe\O,·e11s begin on th<' Sunday
monun& [am ooe 01 the bst to Itavt' on Monday mommg. And I'm not gOIng
straIght homt. My husband WIll meet me al ChICago auport. and we go ....est lor a
fortrnghtolstupendousSlghts«mg Or that IS thegmer<'l 00.

ItlSl\'tthaleasy
Eighth.oursandthreffllghtslater,lamatRapidCltyAuportalone,notloo"'lflg

why or how Davld has mISSed OIIr flights. butprt'pilred to stld It oul here a bit
klnger,lt'snot:asthough Ihave nothmg to do,after alL But I wlSh Ihavt'a laptop

I talea notebooI. and start a new story
ItseemsOanonlSonl)'lhebegmnmg
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Brian
Stableford
visits Cascais in Portugal in search
of science fiction, dancing
showgirls and Irterary presidents

IhetrulyastorushIDgthmg is that It is done .11 all. It serves as a poignant remmder
thal m1910 -long before Czechoslovakioa elected Vadav Have! as its head of state­
TeOftloBraga had berome the first prestdent of repubhcan Portugal. Bragas'smaUl
clamlS 10 fame were that he had wntttn a hlSlory of Portugese RomanhClSl11 and a
VisoIodos TlJIlf'C6 (Visiln f1{11rt Azn) mspu'tu by Victor Hugo'sUgtnJtdn Sll'(ks, so
hlS eIectton was rather;lS 11 Frant1' had elected TMophile Gautier or BragoJ's hero
Jules MJCheIet pmtdenl oflhelr republIC. The Casmo Eston1 show thus provides
eloquent Mdmceof the Iugh rezard in wllidl hlera.ry art is still held m Portugal­
and alsoof the fact thal the Ionnulansed produmof popuiar culture QIl be tumed
to e.unest and blIthely Ilhosyncr;1ll1C purpose. Havmg sal m m many of the othef
dlSC\lSSlCl'tSaround wluchthtEnrountenOfblted It seems to me that Portugest'si
woten are perfectly ..1C'I1 ~Ie to fuse the si tadlhons they ha~'e IlIhenled b)'
rocxoomsahon with sometlun doser to lhe spmt of TeOIilo Braga, thus produong
sometlung wuque and valuable whKh has f'Yery nght to senous mool a"enhOn
both WIthin and Without Portugal

TIus IS, [thml, somethmg whose unportallCt" extends far beyrnd the rommemal
lortunesofPortugesesi wnters. No senous rontrmporary wntefll1 any natlOl'l can
possiblywnteabout future possiblhhes without talmga global viewd the world's
problernsandopportul11ties,solfreader'smthenahonsofEurope-and,forthat
matter,readersinAITIl'fKa-llavel\Ovlewoffuturehopesandfuturefearssavefor
those manufactured In tile USA we wdl all be condemned to ronfrontthe world to
romeinblmlerssonarrowasalmll5ttoquaJilyasblindfolds.

EvCllts sucll as the Enrounters, therefore, are not simply meelings of lile--mmdcd
people-althoughtheyarecertainlyenjoyableonthatlevel-butimportanthnlsUl
a chain of endeavour which needs to belorgcd for everyone'sbenefil.lfplans to
hold a third senes of Enrounlers m 1998 come to froihon It will be an \'\Il'llt well
worthatlending.

THA... IS TO the gmt'l'OSlty of the Bntl~ CounaL whIch ltndly appomred me Lts
'I.eynote spealer'. I was recmtly able to attend the scrond st'm'501
'Encounters' hosted by the Portup Assooabon of~ Ficbon md

Fantastic literature md hdd In CasalS, a small roasta!lown near I.Jsbcn. from
:!S-28September TIlt rvmllSnot so much a (UlvmllOn as a bnd of 'ouh1'~
pro,ect'. there IS (.IS yet) no orgarused f~ In Portugal md the Encounters
reprtSe'll an allempt by 001 sf ",-nters 10 promote thftr ronunon Gust by bulldLllg
better bndges lodorntsbc readers as well as 10 thew commurutM'5of other IWtJmS.

lamalwaysdebghtedlobtabletoattmdtyentsoftluslJnd.noI~b«ause
they ue hugely mJOYabk' but beocnlSe I am f~ted by the way ID wludl the
e\'Olut1OI'I of speru!lhvt fK:bm has ba'n md IS still bemg ~ected by the different
hIstonal ClTOllRSllnces of \'anous nahons. Tht Ofgarnsen of the Encounters
fWlated tlus by prodoong Sldf Efftcts, an anthology In whICh a set of Portugee
stone51ssel b.lcl.-to-back With Engh~ tr.anslanons. (They produO'd a SImilar
volumeml996IJ\COf\IlectwnwlothlhefirstEnrountmllhavereYle'<\'t'dtlusbool
for In/n--"'ltso I shall oot offer a dctaiJed acrount ofl!S conlmlshere, but [foundll
very mtereslmg. I W,lS particularly Ultngued to find a strong vein of sarcasm In the
stones -stronger. perhaps., than OIH.·, would find In work from any o~hernahon 111
Europe. mcludlng the sahncally·1Ochnl'd Czech traditIon - and thIS mcreased my
own sense of fellow·feehng with the wntt'fS lIlvolvl'd

It IS, of COUNe, useful to be remmdl'd periochcally that no matter what problems
sf wnters may face In the UK and Australasia their difficulties p<Jle 1Oto
IllSlgnih.:an« by romp<Jnson wllh those faced by wnterswhose tirstlanguage IsnOl
Enghsh The US publlshmg mach10e has been so powerful smce the end of World
War 11 that even within thelT own languagcs European sf wnters have Iound their
VOICes drowned out by a flood of mward translatIonS. TransJahon ID the other
dlrectlOn 15 mostly resmctl'd to the realm of hlerary fietlon, wheresperubhve fict10n
15 gmerally hdd to be utterly UlSIgmficanl. No Portugese wnler of speculahH~

fichon has theoptlOll of wnbng full-hme,and those who Me sufficielltly~te
aboot It to pursue I1 as a ~-oc.ahon while eJnung thetr bvmg ID sorneother way Nvt'
IOconlend With the problem that the 'soenct fictJon· libtlcame'i the tneVltlble IoGJI
lfllphatton ol'Ammca!1 mass-marll'l tns!l.

lnsptteolthesedUflCUlhestheorganlSefSoftheEnrountmrontnvedlOWUl
COIlSIdffilblesupport fromUscalS TO'I\l1CounaI andotherJoc;allllSbtullon5- to
the "tent that they were able to hold theu pnze-glvmg cm'lI'IOI1y and c:onfermct
d1JU'lel" m the Casmo Estoril. The dll'K'fS ""ere Ihus able to see the !Jlow wluch IS
presenti'd nIghtly to the casmo's patroos. TIus was not the only highlight of lhe
event, but It ,",'as somethmg qUIte umque mmy (admittedly hmlted) expenenct'.

Llle SCll!Ilre flC'llOfl stones, caSlJlO shows are forced by expeetahon mto a mould
made In Amenc,} (m tlus case [.as Vegas) and are thIS obhgl'd to Iollow a p<Jllem
IIwoll'lng Rashlng lights, gaudy costumes, and a sequena' of fast·paced dana'
routm~"$ In ,",'llIch the can,an and the Charleston are sandloo'lShed between bits of
Carmm. Ma,lall1l Bll!ta/lv. BIll Haley and the Bcatles.lntereshngly, however, the
Casmo Estonl show runs through that set of obligatory moves in a matter 01
mjl\llt~'S before setthng .down toconcentrate on Its own agenda. Not for a s10gle
mumml does it stop being a CasIno Show, always rctamll1g the full measure of its
frCfl(,hcpaceandeffervescentglitz,butafter~ymgitsduehomagetorosmopolltan

culture It then offers a musical version of the life of the lisbon·bom poet Femando
p-

I~m assured by JNO BafTl.'lros that theCasll10 Estool's show is not a very IlC'ClIlalt
ik"CO\II\tofr~'shfe,bulasDrJohnstonOOC'l'observedofaloo·oman'spreaching.-zlnes------------------
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THE FIfTH EID/oo is the most impressivl' science fiction film released
anywhere in the world, since BI~dt Rumlfr. Everything about this film drips
Wlth quahty, from the sumphous costume and set dt>SlgnS, to the WICkedly

elaborale spccial effects. The characters are skelched rather than fully render00,
every line. however economical, being precisely and entirely what is requirro

As with all great fiction, the audience is dropped into a hvmg universe, at a
reasonablyronvenientsloJHIvermanongomgslory.Areassunnglysimplestory
A huge story of U1lergalaCl1C war. waged around a millennial pivot by a mere
handful of frad mortals over a parhcularly hectic wet'kend

Unlike films effected by Industrial Light and Magic (the McDonalds of optical
trickery),wnter/dtrE'ctor Luc Besson docsn't give his digital effects C\"I1tre stage
The 23rd century New York cit~pes whip past almost too rapidly for you to
focus on them, The effe<:ts are woven malter-of-Iaclly inlO the fabnr of the film
and allowed 10 pass without comment; after all, today's wOl1ders rapidly mme
tomorrow's old news.

As With Sw Wars, this film uses cutting-eclge, state of the chcM technology to
produre a hardware-heavy tale, about simple human valul"S. As such, by

JaneStamp·s"SurldayStnppe(,aneXlradlr()'llherchapboollHidleyabol.tr.erexpel'iencM
in northern strip-OlIbs: itwouklf~wellintoalanzinesuchasAtritudelwhich is a compliment) ­
II1tad,DeIyill!JGIli~isalanzine.Assuchit'snolabadooe,rellectingitsecilor'sobses5lOl\S

alldinlerests. ,. but as a semi·promagazine it o:.esnl quite work.

FanzinesReceived
SquigglrdyHoy
Ed.BmgeIHardcastJe, 12ppAS Free (Ior "the usua/l.
cJcIJLrofieldGardeIlS,Hampsread,London.NWJ6PX
Fnerdy pefsoml wri~r.g from Bndget and a (rathllr late) critique of the 1996 EaSlerCOl\ by Pat
McMurray, Croycb-l fandom wn\IIlues dS ~d tor galactic domination wil!1 the cuSlomary
mention 01 fishlifter'l
Balloons Over Bristol 11
Eds,Pele&SIJflBinfieId_42ppA4.F~(Ior'!lJeusuaIJ

160 WeRs Road BrisIoI,8S42AG
CtrisbnaLakereportsoollerM1ericantravels,Sinonlakeon"dalYSOsprIll1JcerJoe
Meek ("Telslar"j. a spool Freoch film scriptbyD,HLl1tefBelt,theMissLeeietterslXlflbnue, and
Iellefs lrom a~ the usual suspecls
G6NM:limmerong10
Eds.TlJ(MIyFerguson,MilIk~&JamesMcKee.28ppA5,Free(fot'lheuswl').

40DellinlOlfAvenue,Be"ll5t,BT73ER
Tommy returns from Canada, James 011 films and COs, Hugo McHel1fY on Cubans, A1ison
Freebaim on l00tbal, T()'Ilmy on coIfee, Ma~ goes dubbing (great illo), lesley AHal goes
;otlhuntir.g,andlellers.Variegaiedandspunky,aQleatread

exploring the limits of the credible, and wrapping it up in a damn good yam,
wilh just a trace of pretension at ils hearl, TIlt Fifth Eltm(lll coml"S dose 10
exposing thecoreofall good sf.

Frenchman Besson conhnul"S to focus on female leads refusing 10 conform to
the standard Hollywood fashion of reducmg women to mer~ decoration. Here,
the fate of the world hl"S Ifl the hands of Ihe eHin,oslensibly vulncrableahen
called Leeloominal, played with a sophisticated mix of wide-eyed innOCC'l1ce
and dark-eyed menace by 'super' model MillaJovovich

Her rrile has been cleverly written 10 resemble Ihal 01 the trophy she would be
in an all-American movie, but, upon closer inspection, she is very far from
being a mere maguffin 10 be chased and protected byhard-rnan Bruce Willis;
Lecloo is often the only character who knows quile whal is going on.

In order to satiate tht' modem American audience's voracious appetite for
incident, TIlt Fifth firm",!! chews up plots and sub-plots like fast food,
reminding this reviewer 01 the wit, pare and scale of lain M. Banks's 'Culture'
novels.lIComider Phlrba5everma~es II to the big SCTl't'11, it'll look and feel like
this. Hopefully.

Although il is dearly an American movie, the international cast, crew and
production process (it was made entirely in Ulglandand France} give Tht fifth
Eltmmt a unique aspect. It doesn't quite fit into the standard Hollywood
'blockbuSler' niche; Ihe characters, although rerogmsable, arl'll't quite the
archetypes we've grown sadly accustomed to; and the slory isn't quile as
conveniently wrapped·up as most modem movil"S manage. By avoiding the
Stall'Sldeproductlon line. this film hasn't bcen sucked mto the Hollywood clone
wars, and therc!or.. stands conspicuously proud ofthl'crowd

If you che<:k the rt"Mws and the box office returns, few propl.. bothered with
BladrRlm!leron Its Ifllllal release; yet, fifll't'11 years on, it is onc of the mosl
olt1:juoled inspirations for young film-makers. Although,given Ihewhilenoise
olninctics media, I doubt if any single film can be Ihat impactive today; in time,
TIlr Fifth Elrllltlll, as with last year's Twrlw MQlI~, will rome 10 be seen as a
benchmark against which others will compare their work. It is, for want of a
beltcrword,perfect

-Cllohll Ashbrook J997

The Filth Elemenl- Guildl GauITIOI11 Director luc Besson Proc1Jcer Paw Ledoux
Screenfla,BeSSOl1,AoberIIdar1<.Kamen,basedont~stDlYbyBesson.'-tJSlCEricSerra.

PrCOJ~desig:1DanWeilDesjgnllr$indudeJeal1GiraudIMOObius).~stumedesigrl

Jean·PiUAGauttier,Cast:IlNceW~f1s,GaryOkJnan,lanHoL'n,MiilaJovo',ich
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George Hay
1922-1997

IWASA8OJTlosendll'Ms"Stars'End"piea!toChris'Mlen I heard the news 01
lhedealholGe«geHay,lheICUlderollheSc:ienc:eFldionFoundalion,andl
am 5li somewhat 1\ s/lod(. George was amongsl: !he people - the late EIs

Hibanwas anolher - 'ftfIo pelSU3ded1he1hen PoIytedncol EaSl L.oncb'lto
housea~knownaslheSoenc:eFIClJonFoundation,andlltSbec:auseol

George, therefore,Nl1 am silting hen! writing Ihis.I lid'l't.knowGeorgewel and
only met twn a lew limes. but we c:omn1l.Wlicated a lot by phone and Ieller. I
wek:omed his entOIJfllgemen1 - even in Ihose times when I would walk in intent
on anolher lask to hear ac:oIIeague say, "Oh. walt a minute - he'S just wabd r1

nowr Somehow. nturned out!hal an SUCh caDs were from Geofge!
We setVedtogetheton!he IUrylof lheArlhurC ClaOO! Award a lew years ago.

and Iremember our ciscuSSlOOS afterwards -Ihis of course was kmg before Iever
thought that the SCIence FictIOn FoundatlOl'l library would move 10 Lrverpool and
thall would dare 10 apply Iof the JOb. Of course. 11 did. and I did. and so IlIave
bolh prol,esStOnaI and personal reasons lor respeetJnI George. He was a man very
easy to ~ke and enorrroosly snlTkllallng to argue with. He was a man or a million
ideas, many oH·tlle-wall, but many of slartling and original vision (and who is 10
say l'ItIich was wh.ich?), and~ 01 very f~:Mth wtlom ,you could talk aboullhe
undercurrenlS01 hteralule. soenceand pojJlK:s. There IS no one quite like him
around: I suspect lhat ~ someone today had lhe idea of a 'science fiction
10.undation' jt would never get 011 the ground. Many people who never Imew him
Wlllleeltheellectsolhislile. and he will begreatlymissed,butremembered.

-@AndySawyerl997

hkeolher~llectlonswhlchartttl:hnrcallyon deposit with us or on 'permanent
loan'. We 10'111 be able to make 01 avaIlable to scholars and researchers and safeguard
11 for turnre scholars ot sf.

If our bidsl~r funding are approved, we can only go ahead il we raise as much
matdung fundlflg as we can, hence the. appeal. If anrone would like to pledge or
donate money, pleas.e contact me, maklflg chequl'5 (If nettSSary) payable 10 1'he
Umvef5ltYeXLlVerpool" We envlSage Ihal Ifl theadnuttedly unltkely event of our
raISing more money than we need ;my surplus would go towards caralogumg ant
conservmgthearchive.

I Iet'l a bIt ilkI' Bob Geldof here . but we can only operate With mooey Irs
...·orIhrt>pealUlgthattheUnJVt'rSltyoILJverpooldoeslJO!purchasematenalforlhe
Collection. but p.lYS my salary and admuustTahve (md some NsKeqUlpment) costs.
11 we want to develop Ihe rolltction. we need to do It ouOOves. The soence fiction
world IIas been e\tDOrdtnanly generous over lha~ few years, and a number of
IfldlVlduals have donated Significant amounts of time and malmals 10 keep thIS
show on the ro.d.

We still fICfd marmal ... but we probably need 10 draw a hall 10 the numbef 01
S«OI'Id,tIand paptfbacb wIud1 romeour way. If anyone needs to InIy books and
maganncs, and oontribute to our funds that way. we have eX course a latg" surplus
and I have bem gtneraltng hsts 01 span malmal. If;myont woo.ld hte lo dcnate
malma~ we are $llI1 short of recent (pamrularly Amencan) marenaJ 01 the~ five
or su:}'tars. and would welrome mtJcal or btographKal works, partJrularly books
and~lsonslandfantasyfilm(anyonegotafUflolCiIlfjmtasl"wn.lfanyone

would lib losee our wants list (Chf'lShNS ISconung. after alJ)pIea$(' 1et me know
Andabovfan.oursaleofbad;lS5UI'5eXFDvnd.tJonatrul~lSstillon.Chedthe

FlJllIIIiIllOltwt'bSlltfOf'detallsorwnlelome.
-OAndySnyJ 1997

ANDY
SAWYER
repons from the

Science Fiction Foundation Collection

S<ien<e FICtion Foundation CcI~dioo
~oI~lJnIy,POlloll23.lMrpooI,169:m

TelOISl19426961271lFar01Sl19426!1
E1nII'asa'oi)'er@1iverpool.ae.uk

Wel:I $M http;II'oVIJ.liv.ac, uk/~asavyerlsffcholBe,htal
The Fnends of Foundation

lSa~~wtlbhedlo~.-laldhSfFWlCiricn

t(lRoglI-RoOrtsooI. 75f10551JnA.... HarddWood.Esses.RU3000
~.£6I,....ES~)'OllSlJlwileIO

FotmdatOO - The International Review of Sdenre FICfun
cJoNewWortdJ. 11·12 OIImgCrou Road, lO'ldon, WC2HOM

~,£14Irur.£lOIll.dllrU{payatielo'fOUldalK:rlJwonal")

IT SEEMS a long hme Sine(' I wrote a nusslVe from Stars' End, the serond
foundahon It's been an Interesting year The EaIOll/~ce ~ctlon Research
AssooallOll ronf('fl'AC(' altmded at Long Beach, Cah{ol1ua, dunng which I was

able to sa' famed master of ac~C1nJC KTF cntJctsm.Gary WestfahI (who can be seen
In actwn In recent ISSUes of fllllndllli(m and SMra-Fidiotl Slwfits) in domestic
habllaI.IOV15lltheEatonCoIlectlOllofsfatRIver5ldeUruvemty.CaIifomiaandnol
to bWlgy111mp. Thto conrerence, as Irrtrr-Oflt editor DaVld ~l(' was later to =
comment, ""as mcredlbly BiILudJiln, held upon the opulent Quem Mary, l1lOOI"fti
bY a 1il("J,;v tounst vtllagt> Thm was even a desertt'd swunnung pool; apparently the
QM's pooIlS too deep at the shallow end to meet saftty rcgubtlons. Yes, I was
ronfusedasw~1

T","Oof our students from I.tst year's MA rount IJ1 SCM.'l\re fiction ha"e remvtd
BnlISh Acadt'llly fundlllg 10 rontln\l(' thtu rese.rdles towards PhDs. Tlus IS not
sometIung ...·Iuchh.Jppensl'Verydav-suchfundmglSgetttngharderandlwderlO
obtm and we'rt' p1l'~ that Wl' haw remved such ra-ognlbm. 111 be Ioobng
ID'ard to worlLIIg ....'Ih ~ynt&yson and ElIOt Atlmsover lhe 1It').! h>w years.

The ho'O-yeu HEFCE·funded prqtrt 10 DIalogue the I"I'5OIlrteS of the 5oew:t'
flCtlOnFoundalJonColIfmonIYsCOll'll'Io.llnend.Weh.m·Gl~ovt'J18,!O) ,.....--------------_......
rtrordsof Enghsll-langulgi! fictlon (lIldudLn3 mostoftheillltldogit5~ thl'lNJOOly
of the- mlJall JOWNIs, fx1Jon nwgwnes. and fmzmes, several hlll'lliml Items m
Cz«h.. ROllWIWl md PolISh md mool h.alf the smaD audIO coIla1Jon. TIlt bad
nt'WS IS th.lt the non·1ictJOn 1S$llII to do and the manuscript coIIa1Jats and other
ardu\'t matmal snJ] nefds attentIOn, Tht good ntwS is that (as the situillxJn IS 50 br
undmtoodltht fundmg body will allow us 10 lISt a f'"¥C1ed underspmd 10 woo.
on 50lJlt eX thtseareas fOf' about fiw months.

For vanous rwsons, technICal and financW, it has not been possiblE-lo dl'Vtlop
the on-lme cata. USIng the Chtshlre 11 5l'arch mgmt. and current pWis Ml.' 10
oKCl'SS the Soma FIctIOn foundation CoIltction through lIvnpool Uruvml.ty
lIbrary's new 'lnnopac' calaloglK'. Unfortunalely I havt' no firm datl'5 for wherI we
WIU be able 10 do t/us, there are sttll vanousteststogo through, At present, the
jOIIffIo1l artlCiesdala!la IS still avatlablt through our ...·eb pages. I'd lile lo say
tkanl'yoll to Paul and Peter 101 thetr hard wOl~ and comnutment mdevelopmg this
catalogue TIlls has been a maJOr step forward In si schoIanhip m Bntam. At hme eX
wntmg. Peter Jol\nston llasa 100000ight bclore he dtp.lrts to Glasgow ro play with
SCML, whil;: Paul I'latry's future - whICh may Involve LJverpool UruvrnJly m
SOlTIt' form - should bPcome clear In a month 01110'0 There are other posslbllltles (he
slid, crypncally) whICh might rcsult mSOlTIt' intl'OOlng developments. On the other
hand, they might turn out to bl! nothulg at all , whKh IS why at thIS stage Ifs
probably unWise to say too much about them. By the end of lhe year I shOllld know
more (ThiS all sounds either ev~sive or a carefully orchestrated build·up for a
dramahcannwnremmt" really. Ifs nCllher. just rertamvery posihvedirtl:hons
whICh It might be posSIble to move m1/ we get support.)

JOHN 8RUNNER COLLECTION ACQUIRED
Theserond major event was theacqlllsition ofjolm Brurull'r's reading rollectlon of
sf, a ropy 01 most of his published works, and typescnpts of most of his major
novels This was acqUired under the terms of john's 10'111, and more material will
follow. Jrecently sprnt several days mSouth Petherton lishng the ,ontents ofjohn's .....---- --1
manuscnpt fllcs and Will be developing these lists with the help of pUblIShed
blbltographlesand actualle~tsoverthene~t few months. I'd like to thank [j YiTan
BnlOner for her help and support in thiS, We hope to use money donated as a
memonal to John Brormer followlOg hiS death in 1995 to provide a way ot
dlsplaymg some of thIS material as well as malmg the refCJer1ce resoUT«$ of the
5clence FIC1lon Folllldahon Collection more accessible 10 library \ISm. If anyone
would like tn rontnbute 10 thiS, please send money lo the Fnendsof Foundahon.

JOHN WYNDHAM ARCHI\'EAPPEAL
Our third PI"Ofl.'d, IM John Wyndham appe.ll. Wi;S mmhoned mlhe last Mttlnr, One
rnlOor potnt probably needs clanfymg. to It'tpC'o'eryone happy: this is not a Science
FICtJOn FoundatJOn inlhahVe but lsa bod by the UnlH'rslty of LlVerpoo! TIlJSIS
sunplvaqucshoneXownerslup-andresponsibilltylfacquired.thearchll't"-one
eX the largest and most bJOgraphlQlly Ifllerest1llg of si arduves Ifl pnvalehands­
...·111 be one eX the autonomous parts of the Soence FictJon Foundabon CoIJectJm.



-ejollll Ashbrook 1997
EvrnIHorizon-ParamountPlClures, Direaar Paul
AAderson ProQlcerS LawrenreGarOOrl LIoylllevul.Jefemy
Bolt, Saeenplay Philip Eisnt'f,PrlXiJdiondeSignJoseph
Bennen.MusicMicha~Kamet1,OrbI1al ~alogueel.liICKs

lfIdude Nick lowe. Cast Sam NeiII,Sean Pertwee,lawrence
FishOOme. Kathleen OuInlan.JoetyAichardsofl. Aichill'dT
JOOM
95mins.CerI.18.ReleasedAugl997

,
"Destroy Tile Cosmos Now, Ask Questiolls Later"

SfAll'His another of Ih.05e films based on a comic in~. pounds of prostheh~ and bent, over double,
you've nCVl'f heard of. Thr Mask, Tht (row, whilst Wdhamson whashes hIS Mcrhn turn trom
Tl't'llllgr Mut~lIt Nirllo Turtlts, {'Y('fl Mfll/1I BI",* Ercalrbla (1981}

all slarted life as bad,ly drawn, slightly wrill~ lnl.'Vitably. the real stars of lh~ show aTe the
comICS read only by a mmonty hardrore. S~tl.'lI IS keyboard Jockeys who cf('ale th.e Wildly extravagant
shghtly dIfferent insofar asd IS lhehighesl sellmg speclalcf/C(lS,Thesearenevermorelmprl'5S1vethan
superhf.'To comic of the last five years, and is whenu>l'dtobrmghfctoSp.1wn'ssenhentcape(yes,
remarkably well drawn. really!)which f1?WS and billows ma manner wInch ,IS

Martin Sheen llas a rare old hml', chomprng up the so preosely the Image creator Todd McFarlane had m
furnIture as despotic CIA chief Jason Wynn and mind when he drew Ihe original comics
sendmg assassin AI Simmons (newcomer Michael Jai SIl/lU!I1 stays far closer .to Its sourc,e material than
White) 10 an early grave as part 01 a pact wllh Ihe rect'lll 'Batman' movIes ,Ielt oohged to d.o,.yet
Malbogla (that's 'The Devil' to you and me) rallonahsesa dozen ?rmore ISSUes of the comic Into
SlmmOnS goes to helL agrl't"S 10 lead Ihe horned one's a lean, Imear 90 mlflutes of rock and roll movie
army on Earth,and so is SP.lt back OUI inlo Ihe world, maling.
acharred and haunted shell ofh15 former self If you thmk about It, clean-cut heroes hke

Once back on tm~ firma, he is tom between two Superman ,lnd Spidennan are a far cry from Ihis
potentIal mentors - John legulzamo as the squat creature, a soulless assassm, Spal out of Hades and
flalulent Clown. and NlCol Williamson as CoghOSIO, wrapped m armour whICh IS really a polymorphous
Ihe 500-year-old kmghl. Use the force, AI ViruS, Hmm. You can see old Spawny being enrolled

The plol. about the release of a bJOtoxm hed lOa to sell war bonds, can'l you?
triggt'r bum'd In Wynn's chest which on~y activates -Cl JoIlIl Asllbrook 1997
whrn hIS heart slops, can be found lurking around Spawn-OirectOl'MarkALOippe.PrlXiJwCIintGoI<tnan.
Ihe fnnges of the constellation Enioyab1e Hokum SaHnplayAlanIdcElroy,Dippe,trom~c:omiC$writlef1and

Shakespeare I1 am'!. t':;~~~~~ei.~~a~~:~~:~=,rrison
Neverthele-ss, events raltle along at a fair old hck, ThefeSa Aande, Me~nda C~, Mke Hughes, 96 mWlS. Cen

legUlumo gives a delighful performance, wrapped 12_R~easedSepl997.

"Ful1ky Shit"

THE MUSIC which pounds away over the closing dark corners, slamnung dO?rs and needle-sharp
credits of Event Horizon is called ·Funky edges. 01 rourse, I1 Iransplres that the shIp IS
Shit", by those bad boys of dance - the haunted and the ghosts know what smes you

Prodigy. Although this inclusion is clearly just Ring any bel~s1 The~e's more.
jumping on a dance band wagon, I did pause, to Up-and~nung B~lstar Sean Pertwee. gets to
consider whether or nol it rrught also be a refreshmg Immortahse some dehClous.dlalogue III hIS role as
brealh 01 disarming honesty on the pari 01 the film's ship's pllot; bringmg all hIS expertIse to bear, he
makers helplully diagnoses that "You can't change the laws

You ~, Non-Ewnl Horbm has been 01 physlc,I" Then, just to prove hiS point one of Iht'
prooslon-looled by a team of British film-makers to ship's survivors actually manages to gel hlmso.'lf
fulfill all tht" majOr cnlena 01 a Hollywood sucked oul 01 ~n alrlock IlltO hard vacuum III hiS
blockbusler, and as such It conslltUtes an admIrable )lm-J'lms .wlthout suffenng much more than a
achicvement as Form towers over Content, Spectacle nose-bleed.
tales precedence over Logic and Cliche fills the Wow,thatsurestirredupsomeme~oriesforme

vacant shoes 01 Plot I suspect that cassettes 01 Ail~lI, 1010, nu-
It's 20-17 and Sam Neill Uurll5Sic P~rk, nu- PiaIIO) Hawllillg, Tht Shining, 11le Black Bolr and even

who plays Doctor Weir (!) has built a starship ca,Hed Htllr~iSl'~: BloodlirlN (a,k.a. Hrllraiser 4) were rarely
Event Horizon around his invenhon of the Gravlton outoldlrectorPaul Anderson and ro.'s vldro players
Dnve, an artificial black hole which folds space and as they were making this film and searching for
allows a ship to. pass through another dimension in inspiration. How, else can one explamthe fact that
order to travel hghi years m the blmk of an eye, Or ElA!11IH~rr:o,!ishlllemorethanacollechonoffound

somethmg. . footage filtered through. modern c?mputer
Well,it'snotexactlyanonginal conceit, but I'll let ~~ology, and dumped mto our dehghtfully

It shde as there's more . ongmal post-modem wor!d for those with shorl
Seven years previously, the Event Honzon memones tot'Xplore and enJOY?

\'anished without trace, but has now mysleriously How? 1'I1 tell you how, Because in space, no one
reappeared in orbit around Neplune and has can hear you sue
dispatched a Signal which is mistranslated as a
distress call, The rescue ship lewIsand Clark is sent
10 salvage her, but once they take possession they
fmd a ghost ship

Soundfamlhn1There'smore.
The rescue ship's crew of gnmy, foul-mouthed

sweat,hogs take possession ofa ship designed with
thehlghestergononucstandardsmmind-ltlsall

,~.

---radio-

ControlGroupSix-Wnft8l1byanofeaturingRicllard ......
8aan,~ewClifford,CliveCoIemanandColinSwash. ~

withGeraldneFdzge.rald,ProdK::erJonRolph, (D­
BBC Aal»o4,loorepls00C5from28Aug 1997, ::2:

'"·Yow arr Ilowrnltrilrg Control Growp Six. 0/1 a.
leouingpJNSI'drp<l'il~llmffllorylractsil1tht0­

boskttSPrlWidtd.·~

CONTROL Growp SLY was promoted as a ~
four-partromedy,ha!lsketchshowandhalf ='

thriller,ltmakesnomentionofsciencefictionin (")
RPdioTimts,butitseemsmoresfthananything i6

else: with allemative futunstic worlds, powerful en
dictatof5poppingupontelescreensonlheback 2:
ofyoureycli~s,ph~ographscominglolifeandCD

robotic wJVes, bIShops, bullers, cleaners and
in-laws, One of the funniest skelches was the helpline

forcompulcHontrolled in-Iaws-a frantic husband
was 'talked through'the Falher lroll on his personal

romputer by asympJthellc helplmeoperatoL Hew<ls
able 10 choose from the character opllons {sleepmg,

watching snookt"r and workmgoula roule home Wlth
maps); after choosing thesleepmg function he was
Ihen able to adjust Ihe level of the snores. Operalor
and husband then went into a senousdiscussion of

how important il is for your wile to be happy. Whffi
asked how this can be made possible, the operator's

reply was "Have you tried shift-alt-F9?"

The plot, and you have 10 hUl1l for It amongst the
irrelevanl (but on Ihewhole funnyj skctches, SlarlS

with Or Heaven in a prison cell writing his memoirs.
Heaven (his first name is 'Dr',after the person who

delivered him) isa lrained psychologist working in a
Iish-and-chip shop until heis invited toberome the

new presidenlofControl Groupsix,Asa 'puppel
dictator' his lifeispul at risk when he has 10 run his

group, and ward off rebellions and Ihreatslrom
ControIGroupslthrough42,andbehisownassassin.

If that doesn't makesense,il's probably because this
off-lhf-wallromedyseriesdoesn'lmakemuchsense

elth~r.

What seems like a pretty straightforward comedy
thriller ina lutunstic setting {we are lold at the

beginning of episode three, ·Youarenowentering
experimental town Control Group Six. Your mOl1t"y's

no good here. You don'tspeakourlanguagt",You
mightthinkyou'rebetlerthanus,butyou'renot-so
don'l go lording il.")suddrnly shtftsdirection when
Ihecharaclef5beromeinvolvedmsketchesthatlorm

nopartofDrHeavt"n'sstory-they'rejusllhm
Sometimes the sketches do nOI involve tht"charaClers

at all

These completely unrelated skctches include a visit
toahairdresserswherethe'patlent'lstreatedtolhe

typeolexammationonewould expecl from adentist,
including inadequate brushing. Some takt" the form of
advertsforWorld'sWorld,thelift'-S,zethemeparkof
theworld,found at fourlocaliOl1S. And some of them
arcprcttylame-trymgtoexplaUltht"ronceptoflhe
'knock-knock'JOkcorthecompletll1gofaromputer
dahngfonn-butover,lIlClmtf(lIGrollpSix,desplte
the dlSJOlnll'd narrative/slNch lormal whICh some
mayfmd annoying, is good fun. ThIs 15 theserond

senes,Jndhopefullylhi'f'("llbeathird.
-eEllmChtshirtJ997



22·25 May 1998; Lazlar Lyrlcon 11
tfldI~sGuideanroobylheZZ9fandubc:eletw"amglhe

2OlharvwerwycAlheseries;Yel1JeSoJlchComerHolel.
~Reg.(1),!l-'fSl$KeftlO.'ris.DirkMaggs.
~61SwlhParkGar..... 8ertlharnsted,Herl!«dshIe.HP4
1HZ

3-5JuJl998;/ntercontact'9B
lkMrUy cA Oslo, Horny Guests Gwyneltl Jones, Pit
Cadlgan,.lo/Ianne$8ergRrrg£15a:t[5sup
8~'98 POBoI121B1indem.03130sl0Nonay
:&:dffOtlqD.fIO

1G-12Jull998;/ntlnlty
ArigelHotel.C¥dt1 GoestsndudeColinBaker,Ed8ishop,
DawPl--.JadlCohen,LiorwlFanthorpe,WySlwyer....,..
m~,SwlnyKirt.125asattStn!elTIeherben.CFq5Pft

*lnfIDltysclfJeor:,bot.all.cm
*bttp:f/ww.cf.ac.v.k/cclo/-aln/ents/sffc/lnfl
1IlIty.htaJ.

17-19Jul 1998: Nexus9B
MlOI~.&IstdsIillonHlft!l

mNexus98.I~Rd.KnaIl4e8nslt(BS42Ul

509 Aug 1!n8: BUCCOfIeer
The 56lh WorIdaln at Ballmc:re. Ma')tand Gues:s C. J.
C!letr}tl,MiIlOtlA.Ro1hmIrI,SlanleySc:hridt,YicfIIII
Whelan.Aeg.l1Oill(plusQ'D.IS~')OU¥OIed

OIpre-suppor'IldI·
UKAgn:
CElJohnOatna\cJoEDS~.P.arke(st1ouse.46

RtgenlS1reet.c.n~C821D8

001223510119
*J9d,elx.coapuhnk.to.uk
G«lBItJnlo:*baltl.crt98~access.dIgex.net

'*bttp://\l\N .•ccess.dlqu.net/-balt98

21·24Augl998; The Wrap Parry
Ctletirate .... arouSlOfl III !lab)tltJ 5 at the RaliWJll
EdoIiarcianHolal.HeallYow,L-ondtrl,ConfimledgueslsareJ.
NlchatlSlr.czynski.Hart.nEllison.JackCohen.John
Ridgeway, Bry.n TlIbol Adam 'Yojo' lebowitl. John
Matlllews Rill ~S(inSlalmel1lscheme;milablal,lJ'lderl7$

~price,under12s1reeRoomrales·£4Opppntriple.£ot2pppn

clcub'eortwin,£(7pppnsing(a
m The Wrap Party, PO Box SOS. Aeali"rg. AGl 7QZ
*"ThewrapParty@bllpin.co.uk
$http://ww.bllpln.to.uk/ThellrapParty

11.13Sep 1998: Fantasycon22
Brili5h Fantasy Soc:iely eorI. Venue Albany Hael, Bilm~m,
guISlFIfld. Wllrlnglon po\ls more TBA.
o BfS, 2HaIWOOd5tleel. Stod\porl,SK41.LJ

18-21 Sep 1998: Dlscworld Convention 11
Thesec:ondCllr1'o'8fltlCld!¥aedloallht95 Pratche!bantak&s
~cealIhtAdelphlHolell'llNerpool,'IIlIhg.ll'SlSJlducing

ClC'lt--g\IIH.SlaphenBriggsandDlYe~ngford

o PO 8013086 C<ilctoestS". Essex, CO2 STY

2S-28Sep 1998: A/bacon '98
CenrIl~el.Gla$pAeg:.£25all..£15Sl41.Gu8slslba

0Abacon'98,Flf2.10Allas~Ciasgow,G21m

2·5 Apl' 1999: R«onvMe
TheIaslEl$IW)'lcAllelWenlJeCtlcenuyalhAdelptll
Hotel. liverpoolGuests Jeff Noon, Peler S. BetglI. John
CluIl.Reg£25att.,£12.50Sllp,Oscol.nsforltlWaged.
03WestSlnebtry.Redand.&1sld.BS66SZ

11 Augl999: TotaJ Eclipsutthe Sun
Totality passes frolqI Ccmwallblhem France DI b«s cl..,
2-65ep 1999: Au,sSecon3
TheWorIdalngoescbMlllld&r\(lloleltlcune.GueslsCbg
BlIllonl. Br\ICII GiIIespie:fledec:us.edGlorgeTurnerwi
SliIbltalCU1Id.Re9.£90lwitI~~-_
.~~

0lJ1(AgetI.,Mat1r1Hc1i1e, (5Tietus1Road.Reacq. RGl
m
*..rtlnboarefCu.to,uk

21-23 Nov 1997: ArmadaCon IX
AslOlH«elIlPlymoulh.Gue$lsColinGreenllnd,o.vid
~~£25.E2lllJlWaged

84GenNgleA'MlIe.IdawlmNd.fIlrmouIh 0MrI,Pl..3,il
flJOl7522'6187JorOI752673295

30 Nav 1997: Stlucon97
.sr. w~ con at the TOMl Cenn ThNIrt, B.lISidon. fuel
t101eg. (dJeqJe$kI'R Mief}.C13onflecto
85t¥t:0n97,Ne/s(rl House. 341 IN Bndge Rd.. London. El0...
13-14~ 1997: Baby/on 5 Academic Conference
Presented i'I associatkrl WIIh the SF FOlIldItion allhwtMy
CoIegeolRipon&Y<JkStJohni'lY~Costitldusiveol

ilCalII\II'rOIiis£7S,()(non-resi~IWllhmealsE48,8olh

m.delheoornerena!Onoer
0Farah t.!encIesdm, Farolty of HtlffiaMteS. UniverSIty
~egeo!Ripoo&YOlkStJOOn,LordMayor'$Walk,Yorl(.

Y037EX* f.J@york,ac,u~

6-8 Feb 1998: Decadence
The terrth British m 151 rnusleJ convention at the FOlle
PosthooseHotel.GaJwick.~,£2(an,.[105Up.

"'Hop Flat. 11 Evesham Roali, Chtttemarn. Gl52 2M
"'" decadence,~9.9z.dellOn.eo.uk
*http://\l\N,z9.9l.deson.co.uk/

28Feb-1 Mar 1998: Microcon la
VenJelSDevonslwet1ouse.StcoerRoad,ElelllrAtgfS.
l.'2.S0S!Udents
~Microcon18.25V.etonaStreelExelel.EX46JA

13·16 Mar Igg8: Cortlu
IinSorensenlmljl5Cof1'1J-lhelJnzntla'ls'~-1O

IhelJl(lorlheD-sl_.~lionislheGrit!i'l~e1I'1I.eed5.

Reg.£25a:t..[5sup"looms£25pppn~[40pppn

"9'.
~1inScnnsen,1WoodsIdeWal.~IoI.37HY

:&:un@soren.de.on.to.uk

27-29 Mar 1998: Oe/ivmn~
o!IileiStYenanillheRoyilllGttbise ~.Re9.
E45al'lSlllgl.ble
;":l0eiYlnnce.18IUyAve~Hewp;r1P~8udls.MK16

lED

1o.UApriII998:lntuifion
Thel998&5llmJ1~Ile~"-sIbelI'l~

GoestsConnit~"'lkOonIIdDlMlrtinludolReg.

£JO~m5l4l.

3n.tm, 1 W.tverIey Way. CWIillm 8efdIIs. Sltrey.

"""0*ltmJITIC»l@gof.dellOll.to.lk
*bttp://\l\N.ast.calll.,c.uk/-acb/IDtultIOll/lntu
ltIOll_lrxll'l.M;.1

IIII..ea dme fir5I
• P';~J~fr>;1v5~J" SAE,....~n'''''!Jcr"'9C01''<'"I'<Y'S

•E"Ms J!~ "'.l~ 10 ~= ..~ t">J xcv.);) cr an ""'e
r'(:rf:laoon-""eo..:a\\J;sc,,,,,,,"11fS1

.!fyoo'-" orl.r"(i"clJn,"",'5r~COI'.'t'flr()fl5cr!'l'l.'nrs

~~iI!'r~I.'lCWJlr"'~~I;d1r<i'S5

·P.E-dS<'me<'iX>"M.~,""""~

.Gw,s;l$ dt m;'l),l CO/'PI<<.'fltIOIIS a«JeiJI "Sl4«l tI II(l(l:

~~t5'

• Spro.lJr~ 10 Da\l!ungfClfd. CIlti$ O"Shta B/idglf
\'fll1in$onerrot:;a.rerr"'e

7Nov 1997: ColinGreenland
.. wiblappeamgallheT*Aoom.S)'ltoey.kllts

Ubr3!Y, lnYe"Vy cA Limpool 00 all2pm.1o mn!he
presetXalJllncAl'ispapnlnIheSFFCUldaIionCollaon.*AndySawyl!rooasawyer,lIYerpool .•c.uk
.http://WlI.IIY.ac.uk/~asawytr/sf{c~.ht.1

10·15NovlGG7: Wyntsisters
Sta9l'YeI'SIOIldIhePfatd1ellllCM!l.~bySteP'­

8nggs.atIheClescenlThealrI'Ih'ldrypIace,BtoatISnet.
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14·16 Nov 1997: Novacon27
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BSFALondonlfffling, =:1::7~=~Ha9Je.Aeg: £l8~a
TheSSfA·slonclonmeelllgsnl1llllfOllfJelolrfJ Sl.PHtuI£20ppplshared.
WectIesday cl -r rndI {~ DecerrWI. il tie G~YaJlEw)'ddbedlstrul4.2S11VTOwIHug.
'4JSIInAlOlll cAtIe.ltliee TI'4IIlOllYcrtFloid,loncIon NeNrIanci5
SEl,~ Waa.1oonW Ilndga."" * 'alltent,fev.eur.1Il1
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eanyandtle~roomisdosedwelbtl'llhem.lbar

and. ItldlUll ask tie Ihion:l. Meelrlg$ are Clpl!fllo al.
I'llPIUlHoodOllOl8133366101orIl.r1llllnormatJon.
26Ntw91:NODeeIlll!ellllll;28Jan98.2SFeb98

London Circle AWtlngs
Also at fie JI.tliee TMm (see aboYe) tondon <:me'
meelI'Ig$nht'dOllIheIirstlJ'u-s(layI'l$lchfl'l(lf#l,and
1ISIaIy5\Jltabout5pm.No~MII'IIStoverypclJUar

""'''''''''''0Mlllmup!
6NoY91;40ec91: I Jan 98 (tleorllllClly). 5 Feb 98.

BirminghamTheIlnMl'lSfGrouprneelsOIllhlseeond
Fnda)'d"'monlh"ap.bin~.oantacIll*Iltor

cleIHs. Membership Is £15 1* rear. wt.dl inct.Idts.
mo.llhIyllllW$lelltll".
o Nartln ludOf. 2( RaYfl'lSboumt GrIM. ott ClaII<" UM.
WiIInhalI. WaS1 t.kInls.I'MI3 IHX.
*bsf9@bortn.dtllOn.to.uk
Cambridge SF Group mMlS 0Il1he MOllI'Id t.londay d the
month in The WI"t~. NfIW Market Road. Can'lbridOt
,Cambf;etge FmtasyGloupmeelloolhe second SundlIy 04
1hemonthln1heZebrapubonNllwm.rlo.eISI.• C.mbf;etge.
;":lJgM Orilll1. 30a1l.fldI ........ , Ba, Hol. Cambridge, CBJ
BEC
Cardiff SF Group mM1S on the first T~1 ol1he month
at7.JOpminW~on·sCal'8aI,42ThtHlreS.C.,d1l

Co/chester SF I HonOfI FlI'ItlIsy Group mM;s on the IIwd
Sa!I.o"dayolelchmG'llh.112,3Opm .. TheP1a)'housepub ..
St.Jo/ln·SStrHl
ill Des Lewls on 012558121 Ig
Hul/SF GrguprnttlSonlhtseeondandlOUllh T....sdaysd
Ihernonlh,Bpmlol03Opm.,VI0ldl8lulBel.MaI1<el-..0 JulieonOl'!2«79S301Dwe& Eatalllon
014824«291
LeI~sterSF~rMMsOll""firIlFridaydlhemonlh,--I'llTlmGr_0Il0116219221ll
*rbeanpq!o~!net.co.uk

MancMst~r- FONT maltS 1'1 W__apoon's plAI (on
...._d~GardIna 8FllllbOlllon ....
SKlllldnlkullTlusdaysin monfl.lp!I-.dI
0MikeDonon01612262980
Peterborough SF CUI nlMt$ on tlI firIl W..--, d
lhI~lltll~n..OogshwpI.ltldon"fWd

Wact1lsdlydtllmanlhtl''801''Grultbfwn
HoIIt.oppll$lII ..BR_
0SAeI05IPInnngIon.OrtonGoktYy.~

PE25118
POftsmouthn.~ Kria SF Gro!.$IIlIItS on tlI
SKlllldnlkullTlIISdIyId"Il'lIl'IfIIlThal.lalPa.
F,illOn~Por1srnooAI

ReadingSFG<llupI'\llU~OIlMonclaYSIl9~
.. Thas...c.aa.s.-IIl~
SUrblton S<nay Sf G<llup_ .... Co-onaaon HaI.
s.- aWeltWlfloonslllAllOOydll'O'll"Sl*I'I.OIl
IheseanlnlkullTl'usolptllllmonl\lfomlp!l



I*IffspJCt./lIOtt$paceflftt'ssomeMraboall~lfftchflithetlfOl.tillli1(Jf

attMdlDolaff

JimMoflimor."Mth' Alien Adamt, FIoII-a.k /WJttln 5Seany~{Boxuee'19
Sep:m.99rp)-Spaenhippllns.~llIalerial.c:onputef~. _and
tlri!llynoneolNchilIuIpalI8'lg5'NlIlli/ftdIltBSRPGboolI;reurfy.
John Enns GotfsGd(Nrow' 0 2 Oct. ES.99 pb. 425pp)- F~llderabcUan
aooerttolk'll!'ld'll'Mlhe$lWOcademporaryctaraclefsllbS1ory;ikenldIOCIMlB.ner
n.es~loOllJ.Idlte6ousdetJiatnl:compwrytakeowtsandh9li'lancerllwl1d'l

liIldev-wob).tlIAtsoonpdlsupspeedandtrils.desp;ea8altel-ikeladloll'ut1lu
*AiellltdGfanttl"'l.6ndol~(Aoi(n 080d $24llOhb.J.tOppJ-W.m--heaned

CCIl'IIempClrJIwwymNe-tAwird-M"flIJgUlO' PwaRede ~s-ge
llIOd1Irandhalf.MndlOltdl,hislwcliu1JWwmrtleItWoenawaybysooalsertlteS
~behnV" "'accusallCrlSolrulDlst. ~i1we1-O'iwn..-.y$'llilklwnsettlllg

yau\lltlOknolrPipplandh«tuItirlgtmoea~efl'4UlOc:optandreaHetlhe~A

~,,*,,*book,pertealOcu1up""onl""'Snqr,~yauOOnlgetaklnpll

\'OII"fJwt.you'rtmadllolsaone~~

Kristine KIIllryn Rusdl se. w.,. Thf Nt!wReOllfon(e.-, 9 Oct. U.99 pb.-.-,
StanticholtOriSkw. ThtA~(bQ:n09Od.£4.99pb.~j-AUrIast

lSSUe'S Q;IlI'IIllI'ton Eiz:abelh Harw1s 'It!ot*usM' aecit onh(XM!rol her WIemun,",,­
hslSlMllworse.""·sname doesnlQl!lontle~orflelrtQl;XMI"illiII;yaullil'll!

lOsq.wtill".,.,P'rton.. bildtlO~.noWllllt.. sn.neonyau.~
*DmlWingroftMlmaptolfltLMvDilrll(New EngIisIILtrwy 16 Od: ES.99 pb, 641pp)
-fnllbookllfle.·¥OUne'QulgI<uosenes.I~lLUetlstoryThe

deciciIIIonlSlOllnanGntin.andha5IPS1.oct;IIIt\Ilwebegan,illfloseyearsagollfle
leMrtd.rmsolV«tl"
GrJhamEdwilrds~(VO'fiIglIl""20Od.£S.99pb,436pp)-ConWcIngVlilneol

1he'Orapl'riogy.
CfligCllanes TM UV(P6'lpl. 21 Od. £7.gg ab. lllOrn1lS)-SI.tuled·A DwiIr1er's GlIde
IOEver,1Iq·.ltISlSreldby~andl5ltllldtonwlldllOhangv.wscornicllUings.

JlyRlIUelIlbrqElril1t(Aobrlson 0 30 Od. £S.99pb)-Oattllf4i1sylrornilf1S1"9
SW Voodoo.HaDs.JadlltltRillP-.Oruids.magalblIltle5l'llheEilslEncloll.ondorl I
IN.
Mike AshIty (Id.) Ctrondesol1heRomdTIl:W{Robln5Ol'l o 30 Od. £5.99 pbJ-AnlIL 01
newArtl'u1¥lst0ne5.andsometar'rfIn'lls.C«tnbulorsllIliJde StabIeIord,delllt.
IlfiI~.TiItIIlhlH,THwtIt .. Willamr.tormVoIen.s.rnonson.Sd1wetzer.i1ndt(hetli
Millt Ridley The 01grIs 01 VtllIt (PIllgUIl Ott IlIgg pb. 304pp I) - Non·fictlOO.
ExamiIa~OIlol"rN5Olllltoralltusmandwllylt\'OlYld.

RobeftJordan'TflfSlPalt'rsonThtWo.ito'Roben..b'dan·sThe~oIrme

(()twt.OOd.£25llOhb.296W")-70«iW'pIatesandl'IIWltilba~lolhe

beslseIi'l;lanUsysenes.
Bernard ComweIl E.it3Ru" {"'dIileI Joseph 0 Od, £16.99 hb. 448pp} - MILnan
liInIuy.linaIvolmeol .... Watlon:lCl'itonlde$·1Jiogy
DrridBlaltlltTht.kTjol1t(Alen1.Jne OOd.£12.gghb.l6Opp1.)-A~

lIslotyol1t,mAtdwnedeslOlhepreser(dl~.mnetI'IOI'lItSandh.mol.JiIS

welasallhesenoussUI
DIYIcIFlintudlV_oIHopt(Or1ll06Nov.£S99pb.527pp}-Space~.CS.

Fcnsterl'laSUrStlpTheSWorlSilgilc:onlll'l.leSWllhtlestoryolPtilp.ttdloIas
SUtorlSson.

*IUryDoriaRussell TM~(IllD.$lntLO 13Nov:£6_99pb.503pp)-Sl,1
(1Imliyj h-o:ma IIle and ...... ol hs yt¥s Tlplree AwiIrd.lhe book o::mes tubed
WIlllan.-.ortllOU$Mlberolgoodre-s Geell~~OOoll'anSiTlSSon5i11Nec:to

Je5IIl:P'1fSItakesl$lM$hpand'OlSllSlhtilienslk.uleten5UeS..Goad(jsugaryj
~andb-*'lllSspciledby_~~andil<istn:l

_ol~atnI:"soenee-I"II'I""tUlk~·

bal;1yard5l:h:lol.Ell.chlanolNbook15lmcn1ilJlaIea'lda'lelilllll'lillloolJesancal
CO'ISCJttlCe.uilJameslls'''IACastol~

D... Dunc:wlPres«wTensfp::or,013Now:£S.99pb,4npp)-F<rtasy.1b.I'IdT...
olhlGmtG¥n,t

*SIephen~ltIzwnGIIss(Hoddet&~:ONow:£14.99hb.64Opp1­
lolIc:tHiela)'ldkuflvolmelll'll'Gcnsli'ger'tausysequera.basedOll~A:lIarJ:i

Rumel"GoddtnOmww"NGDdS1w.J(~:OHo¥;£I2.99hb.l16pp)­
lJefwy _~. baedOlll/tllll--iltotUlQW l'I'l1t1dltle godStMWiIS I'll_.
DrridGfoamanTheZig:~Kid(8lcl:lmstuy'ONow'£12.gghb.32Opp)~·A~

IocanoIrwewhsbal"Ulllboylflloil nc:Ht1lXllnd1anlasyworldwllndelemoeslalll
klIl'e .... tmWIiIIs,~wanenlk)liYe... vatsolmelledchocdille·-whel!eel_
"andcl11ltftlteadl"pa-«tsIoi1d~·

Petel'Sc:ttweighol_(edj$twWaos:TalesFromhlf!rJwelCu9'Oll Dec:£S.ggpb.
324pp+ItIiIer1;)-~fromfleSlarWats-~J:vnaI.~laIesmTIIdly

ZIhn and MdlHI A. Stadlp;lle.
rll'llOthJ'ZIhn SlarWMS. TMSpeatrolfltPolSl{llanlam. 0 11 Dec: £12.99 hb)
GeorgeLut:aS,a.risClaremonlShlctlwar..n{~·tlOec:CS_ggpbl-Fantuy.

seqJello SlWJwAoborr.
RobertR'I'lkinSp'OlAAUsIIRfPralC«g! 11 Der;.£Sggpb)

*RobertRanUnTheBtemfDfdCll.ttwwlol.tss.1cnr(Dt1.blediIyOllDec:£16gghb)­
Slccmedr.l'lll'hchJesuSISdontcIlromlioodon1heT\II'ISIYoudSllbmeS.soeilch
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Ten Years Ago . ..
I./atrix72, Cktl N<N 81 'So that wastlleWor\dcon.
itlli1"eSllr1\1', said a g1md·sourdtI9 Maurl!ffl Porle1 (now
KincaidSpe08f).posHlfighlonandpost·newsJeltef, ·HI.f9OS
went 10 Orson Scoh Card (Speaker FlJ(tIle Deacf).
SlIvetbefg,ZBlazny. Bur. Aldiu , Win-grov. (TriIIir;rn Year
Spree). Aliens. Jim Bums. Tetry Can, Locus. Dav'
L.nglord.BtadFoster.andAmible.·ArthurC.CIat"k.
rlCtlYlld a Nebula Grind Master Award. 'The Jom W
Clmpbel AWilld wtnllO Karlf1 Joy FowIef - one at the
jl.ldgeswilSKingsIByAmi.,'C1iYeBatket"iHelrili~wilS

pnltTUered'omuedr_s· ·HistMChorrorllantasyzlOl!
WHo" TiIIes WilS rM'ed 1rom 1he deild •Chris Priest's
Clmpa91·lIiIInstWH.Srnilhs·stockilgollFlill"1d5l..r'o'l'o'ilUt
rIliI9llJll!Sganedad'ils1lyprotTllOl!l"a!afterthelblgerlord
IlIISS1Cfe. .t.ty opnOIl IS tha1 these magames iIIe

pornogrilJhcl'lt.ep.nsenseol1heword. They<nwntlenlO
arWstlesponsea'ldIOBraIU"age~·heMllleIO

t.eClll'T9lnyTlwresponsewaslotrlD'o't .... ~r'I
ltot~br1nch-homBolkilerlllichaelRran·s9-J1

dub-lolhetopshell·OorisLessingandPhiWpGlass
coIaboralBdOllanoperabasedOllhe!stbooks.·OilYid
WIngtovt: lIIiIde lis Iirst kllorJ SiIle -10 Wor7atIs (),n
'OIYelanglordandJolln<nntatll'lCUlCedlhelmll'letll
~ol .. horJtIIspooIGuls~lOlfIdespead

stutlers.tAsol 1gg7.Csstill'Mll'll!rt.j·MiirgilretT1latct.­
WfO&eiWln-oclconlOlboOrceetruogflelilbeltl
~olDn1yandEH1o.·OouglasAdams.'IirIlUS

.loPyilonsandof.-tnBCbl)'pe$helc!IJdicI&li'lg1rorn
lhebmed(andlll:foJslboollSprCiltehetlllorldon.Hoone
WilSiII'IBSled.1098fWII~·saTI!lTMI

IQ'lIIIfBdl'lhUS,·~lOaLoa.os;d.a.newas

ilebesl stlllMllolillll'llt <WylWOnoYelsp.tisheclsroc:e
1911lilppliltedllfletop45 ·Alll.Agn}(sq,)ftCWml
wasdcmnaledbycisalsslCl'lolllhecherl'llBSFAstlCUd
lll:lept~s""RepmkolSoulhAlnc:a.



Big Butt ~
tokes on the news

·FlRsr COH1R,lcrOJr Icriely edtOl' Oelchin~ played by Jodie
FOSler)was~strllCkJorecei'leamessagel(omttleSlars.1have

=tciting news !OI' you and all Terrans10ij tlegan. He read on. trembling
inaUy. atterl'llars ofeNcwt and conSIderable elJler1se, WIl are ready

to publish 'THE BUAKE'S PEERAGE WORLD BOOK OF TEARANS'
and~,MrChnstopl1erJ.Terran,areisted"'Il·ASI'\lpatl24.95

"WCWiI My name tlfUll!Where do I SIgl?"
M,BUl1<.elivesinanlXklyshrunkenworld,lhough-lorgetijdyou

haveanyrelationsinAlrica.Soott1Amenca,lnda.China,Ru~a,aUof

AsIa. halt 01 Eurcpll. the MdcIe EaSl.Japan, elC. "(Wje have seardled
ttvough over 170 million hoosel1old5: oaimslheleaftel. "Oh? I muSI
have been ootwllenlheyd<lmlnll:saklTerran

The magnificootiy bearded Ken Macleod was also the reciplenl 01
a similar urrepeatable ofler. 1 coukt1'l I1\!lrmJtMsheer.Hst
elegance of a prOliJClthat is ils own maijing liSl:he said. 'Whall'lil
theythillkof nell?"
'R,lT,l In an eal1i cohJnn I iI1advlantl)'refredlo'GregPidtsgil'rath
thanGregPicllsgill,andwasrigltlysiooedbylhee6torlnfactttle
loveIyGrl!9O'Y Picks9"1 does have a cameo in NeaMlancLJridthat
name,LOIliOOgbackatlhea-aftsforthecolumrl,itisdearlhatl'vehil
ttleCUl-all(l.r~acebuttonatsomepoint,OeletingarllJmbof~5. This
was my lautl rall1than ChrisTrarfs, and I apcNogiseunresvedyforttle
ror,hwonlhawenalllin.IYoo·resic·ed-Ed.)
·HJ.RRooAMERIC,lAlept1has,aCOlllSe,anextremelyhighoplrionol
ttleinlelliQef1ceandsagacilyolourtransaUanticcousins,!loJlev'9l1his
faith was denied by tM news that the PBS network has boultlt
Telelubties. And just in case Americans can't qJite follow the intri
caciesofplotanddlalogue.it'sbeenle-recordedW!lhUS~s

•Pws 9~ CIWKJE Alter last wumrfs plug for tl1e Belgian S!>eed and
FunboardAssoaallon,we'wbeel1 reminded of aoothercompetely
uncoonecled'6SFA'FromthemISlsofIllSlory-well,April1975_
cornesth,saltvertlrom LeroyKellle'sclas~clanzlne TrueRar.

BROMLEY SilENT FARTlNG ASSOCIAnON
inrerestedinSilentFallilg?

.kWlNOW,andwepromiseJ'1lUM1I'I!Ilear~fromllS.

• GIm FOIl G.lIl]'fRS Ten years ago DaYe langlOld and John
Grant amouncedlhe irnrrOOent pWlicalion a Guts,r. ahorrOl-novel
spoo!followingupontheirdisaster-r.oveIspooffallhdooml.Wtlo
couk!!e~Slc;hapterliUe5 sucn as 'Chyrnes at MiItlIght· and 'The ug,ts
Ne GOIng Out'? Not to mention blurbs from Ramsey Campbell ('The
lirsl horror novel I tkln1 even dare to readrj and Graham Masterton
il hanseen the bowels a horror flclion. and ltleir names are DaYid
Langlord and John Granl'l- Now~'stnJ&lhatputllishersarenotnoted

1000speed.decision-makingabili1yandgeneralon-the-ballness,bvtten
l'Ilarsis streldlingija bit. Yes, Alep/Iwants Langton:fs GutsiAnd,
undercutlingHonnanSplnrad,he'spreparedtoofleradelicalely'
scenled llIfler to any puliIlsher bfal'e enough 10 tdIk1 this masterwrO:
onanelQ@l'public.00n1a11rushatonce.
• GRMT OH Wayne SLamlor<! has a SlJ~cioos mind. °Marri.l 127,
conIa~ingalellerlTommel'qllypraisilgFocuHndit5newbomCltl,

had barely cocied from itslightspeedde/ivefyvd1erl Ireeelved
llOtlficatlon of my success In Fowfsshort Slory competitoo,' He adds
1 woold ~ke to lake thos oppo:1Ynity to say how fl9l1y t regard
eV\!fyonewhopanK:lpaleslnthllBSFAAwardsnom~ti01lprOCl:!SS·

• ErE AMONG THE 8uHo Fans of Raley Wanker suffering SKie­
etleclsof short·sighted'less wil be rElieved 10 notelhat help is aL er
hand. Vlt1or:TheCiiliqtJil:tieJoumaioltheBSFAisnowavailableina
largeprinleation.Oetailsattleexperirnernorlyem~wIlenttle
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COMPETITION 128: "BLURBS R US·
How accurate are pubhshers whrn they write their rover blurbs? Do
they actually ,rad the books? Match your wits agamstthe blurb­
writm and identify the followmg novels from thl'Sl' examples of tlieu
craft. One pOInt for the author(s). onr for thr tlllr; all are from papt'r·
back edihons of recent (post 1980). wt'lI-known sf and fantasy novels
Do as many as you can, and don'l worry If you can't get all ofthffil

1 Amence, 1518, Da Vmds astonishing machmes work, and the
IndusmalRevolutionhashappcnedcentunesearly

2. In the far reaches 01 Ihe solar system: a huge statueofan ahen
creature, with an inscription that defied aH efforts of translation.

3. MIGHTY BAlTlFS' REVOllITION! DEATH! WAR! (AND HIS
SONS TERROR AND PANIC AND DAUGHTER ClANCY)

4. In hcrdreams, Pnncess Catherine could shllsee London burning.
andthelummousgoldrnwarshipsofherenemies,theAzt~.

5. One mommg tn 1995, Jonah Ransom, clothier, was gOUlg about
hIS normal business when he met a beautiful demon m hIS
storecupboard. At around Ihesamellmt',the Kmg of England and his entire court vanished before
astonished wilnesses at a publiccerernony

6. Kay Munadi had aglHtenngcareer leeding smart lines to bubbleheads who presented thetv news to
fhe maS-X'S. Too plam to be a star, but too human nOlto care. she thought she had ht'r compromises just
where she wanted them - until Halfon came alOl1g

7, Wise up, It'S the 21st century and global warming IS here to stay. Forget the way your rountry used to
look,Getusedtothefr~markct,thrcompanieshaveaUthebl'sthardware-they'recallmgtheshot5

'ow
8. \'hth friends hke these, who needs enemies? 5upernalural horror and soclaI satIre mix l'qually in thlS

dazzhngrelocahonoftheFausflegt1ldtocontempmarylondon
ll. Aftrr a Inp round the uml'erse, InqUISitor Dagon of the Starshlp Sa,J~I!~palus has retuffiro to Earth

1O.ltbeganslxyearsago.onBombDay",whentheahens,theTorku,putup the Line to block out theresl
oftheworld,On all the radio bands there is nothmg now but stahc. Beyond theglowmgpaisleybarrier
there may be only a radioactive waste. Yet in the small Texas town of Coomey life goes on quietly
enough

11. Conrad Metcalf has problems. He's got a monkey on his back, a rabbit in his wailing room, and a
lrigger·happy kangaroo on his tail. (Maybe evolution therapy isn't such agood idea.)

12,WhenPeterHobson,brilliantyoungblomedcnginccr,crratroasupersensitivemonitor that established
Irrcfulablythalacomplexrlec1ricalfield-thesoulwave-leftthehuman brain at the instant 01
physICal dealh,he knew the impact on society would be devastating

13. Imagme a universe where the force of gravity is one /lillion tImes stronger than on Earth. Where humans
have defectable gravity fields. Where stars are only a mile across and bum out within ayearofthelr
formahon.

It Whl!eon hohday mSardinia lan Mr.{;ann goes to slrep one night - and mws Death ina dream
IS. For generahons, the young lovers of Cresterficld pledged their vows at the High Place in Herman's

Wood,PJrtof1heanaent foresf above the slccpy hamlet of lillleMoor.
16. Forget word processmg. This is the world of consciousness processing and downJoading human

psychl'S,AworldthatProfessorFrankGoblhastoentcrifheistosavethelift'ofhis ten-year-Qld son.
17. Aproplc tom In two by a tragIC accident, split by worlds and lime, are finally reunited sending thcir

JOint history r~hng once more. Anudst wondrous alien habitats, records are preserved melectronic
archives and In muddy mks on old paper; thus the legacies of love and murder left In trust await
discovery, One young man has the Illsight and the ability to wonder that others lac~, And his achons
will echo forgrneralions to come

18. This already dated novel IS Sl't inside fhe head of an ageing, divorced,alroholic,lIlsornniacsupt'rvlsor
01 security installations who is tippling m the bedroom of asmall Srottish hotel. Though full of
depressing memories and propaganda for the Conservative party it is mamly a sadomasochishc
fetishisticfantasy

19. CiviJisation on Earth wasrich,romlortable-and overcrowded. MJllionsapplied for the voyage but
only the bl'st wercchosen to sellle on Tau Ceti Fuur. The colony wasa success. The silver rivers and
golden fields of Camelot overflowed with food and sport nurtured by the roloniSfs'ero-sensihve
hands. It wasan Idyll,thestuffofdreams

20. IllS a hl1le·~nown fact that over a hundred years ago an Enghsh scientist-mathematician named Charles
Babbage invented a mcchamcal computer that was nearly as powerful as the "electronic brains" of the
1950s. The history books would have It that it was unworkable, an interestmg dead-md

The history books lie.

RESULTS OF COMPETITION 126
Despjlethee.~ternalimpressionofcoolefficiencyandtotalinfallibility,M<ltrixisasJiabletorock-upsas1he

fl'Stof the world. Oh yes it is! Due to various problems it isn'1 possible to indude tht' results of lastlSsue's
compelltlons, or the crossword, My apologIes to you all, and especially to Roger Robinson and John
English; normal seTVICl" will be resumed nexlissue

Can Islm~ Jway and hldenow1


	p01
	p02
	p03
	p04
	p05
	p06
	p07
	p08
	p09
	p10
	p11
	p12
	p13
	p14
	p15
	p16
	p17
	p18
	p19
	p20
	p21
	p22
	p23
	p24

