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—NEWS

HULL SCORES |

Thie HuLL SF Group combined its tenth anniversary
celebrations with the award of a BSFA life member-
ship to long-time BSFA and Hull Group member
Michael J. Cross, for his invaluable work in indexing
forty years of BSFA publications.

Meeting in Hull's Friends’ Meeting House on 17
October, the group ~ which includes such BSFA
stalwarts as Andrew M. Butler, Carol Ann Green
and Julie Venner - had Colin Greenland, Stephen
Gallagher and Andy Sawyer among the guests, and
rounded off a day of talks and discussions with a
Malaysian meal, all organused by Dave M. Roberts.
Those present also included local sf writer Howard
Baker (written about recently in Vector) and his
companion Lynn, Elizabeth and Paul Billinger,
Steve Kerry, lan Bell, Dave’s partner Estelle, Dilys
Jones and her sister Jenny, and - sadly amiving too
late for the day’s celebrations but in time for the
meal - Lee Montgomerie of Interzone and your
editor.

Presented with a certificate and his life
membership by Colin Greenland, Mike Cross
warmly thanked everyone and later sent  this
message to the BSFA Committee, who had voted
unanimously to give him the honour at this year's
Annual Committee Meeting in June:

“Many thanks for the Certificate of Recognition,

Hull SF Group celebrates tenth birthday
and BSFA indexer Michael J. Cross gets
a Life Membership from Colin Greenland

1 didn't know what to say when Carol made the
announcement yesterday, and I'm still very chuffed,
slightly stunned, and prone to grins.

When Demon announced a couple of years ago
that all customers could have 5 Mb of web space, |
wanted to do something useful with it. And after

20+ years of membership in the BSFA's ‘silent
majority’ with only a single letter to Vector, I thought
I was long overdue to do something for the BSFA.
And there was the example of Andrew, Carol and
Julie in front of me twice a month ...

‘The index is not only a valuable research tool, but
has also proved enormously useful to the magazine
editors and BSFA staff in their labours (not least
your editor). Now about 11 megabytes in size, it
comprehensively indexes all issues of Vector to the
present, and a start has been made on Matrix, Focus
and their various predecessors. O
< You can access Mike's BSFA Index on-line either
through the BSFA web site at
# http://members.aol.com/tamaranth/
or directly at
# http://www.mjckeh.demon.co.uk
©The Hull SF Group meets on the second and
fourth Tuesdays of the month, 8pm to 10.30pm at Ye
Olde Blue Bell, Market Place, Hull.

@ lan & Julie on 01482 447953 or Dave & Estelle on

and the Lifetime Membership. 01482 444291,
BEST NOVEL BEST SHORT STORV *The Briish Fantasy Mards were
Chaz glesemed at Fan‘wsasyeoﬂ zﬁem
)h Se‘)ief r,
Light Errant "Wageslaves presid;d over by Ramsey
Campbell.
ANTHOLOGY / SMALL PRESS + The Best Novel Award is also
COLLECTION Interzone known as the August Derleth
Stephen Jones & David Ed. David Pringle Award. Winner Chaz Brenchiey,
Si::(";_" (9‘15)3 previously best known for his horror,
ark Terrors ARTIST is moving into fantasy with Tower of
Jim Bumns the King’s Daughter (Orbit: 1 Oct;
SPECIAL £6.99pD).
(K EQuara Wagner  GOMMITTEE AWARD  Ken Bulmers Comitee vard
Aw Ken Bulmer was for services 1o the British
D.F.Lewis Fantasy Society, of which he was
the first president.

IN AUGUST 1996, a charitable trust was set up to raise
money to create a literary prize in memory of
Richard Evans, the much loved and respected
Gollancz Editorial director. The Trustees are pleased
to announce that the first prize will be awarded in
April 1999,

The prize of £1,500 will be awarded by a panel of
Judges to be chaired by John Clute and include
Terry Pratchett, David Pringle, Pat Cadigan and
Roger Peyton. It will be made to an author of genre
ficion who in the opinion of the judges has
consistently shown imagination and quality in their
published work and made an oniginal contribution
to their genre without receiving the recognition the
panel considers they deserve. O
< Anyone can make nominations, so if you have a
favourite  writer you think has been
under-recognised you can get an application form
from:

The Treasurer
¢/062Grafton Way
London

EARTHLIGHT SIGNS
HOLDSTOCK

Jon Jaeoid at Earthlight has signed Robert
Holdstock to the imprint, adding to the impressive
roster building up there, for a two-book series called
“The Merlin Codex’. The first volume, provisionally
entitled Celtta, is scheduled to appear in early 2000
and Jarrold says that it “takes in Merlin, Arthur,
Jason and the Argonauts and Finnish legends. Then
it starts to expansive. This will be
Holdstock's most sweeping and accessible work yet .
...t opens him up to a massive general readership.”
Holdstock knows Jarrold from way back. They
met in 1972, and in the mid-1970s they were both in
the Pieria writers' group along with Garry Kilworth,
Michael Scott Rohan and others. Jarrold says he
quickly realised he wasn't a writer, “but I found the
experience of those sessions priceless, and | can
honestly say that | know what it feels like to get a

BSFA ON THE MOVE

THe MONTHLY BSFA meetings in London - and
probably the London Circle meetings too - are to
shift venue, following the popular landlord Kevin
when he moves from the Jubilee to the nearby
Florence Nightingale pub on the roundabout at the
south end of Westminster Bridge. Meeting organiser
Paul Hood said “I have now been offered the fourth
Wednesday of each month for use of the upstairs
room at the “Dead Nurse” and so the meetings will
commence there at the usual time of 7pm starting
with the 27 January meeting,

“I expect most of the other groups that meet at the
Jubilee (both fannish and non) to follow Kevin to this
new venue as well. Never underestimate the power
that Real Ale holds over fannish groups!” O
= Paul Hood, 112 Meadowside, Eltham, London,

SE9 6BB
D@ 0181 3336670

9661 260 rou « E]
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SPLOSH

Discworld convention organiser
aul Rood maintained the
events ancient tradition by being
covered in yuck - custard last
year, tapioca this - at the closing
ceremony, with Terry Pratchett
applying the coup de jam. The
event attracted so many donate
cans of the stuff that most was
given to charity.

- Our Tel was also seen stripped
to the waist during his mammoth
charity autograph session at the
con, when the hotel overheated.
Macmillan Cancer Relief and the
Orangutan Foundation benefited
000

THE SHEEP LOOK UP
A Welsh science fiction novel won
this year's National Eisteddfod
Prose Medal: Eirug Wyn's
Blodwyn Tatws (1998) (Potat
Flower, apparently). In 1992
another sf novel won, Robin
Liywelyn's Seren Wen Ar Gefndi
Gwyn (White Star on a White
Background). Liywelyn has a
more recent claim to fame: he's
the one trying to stop the annual
Prisoner convention (or shift it to
winter-time) from taking place in
Portmeirion, the ltalianate village
Where the series was filmed
[Thanks to Ansible]

MOVIES
+ Following the resignation of
Martin Tudor as editor of the
Birmingham SF Group's monthly
newsletter Brum Group News, the
energetic Yvonne Rowse took
over smoothly with the Septembe:
issue. Matrix readers will be
familiar with Yvonne from her
recent articles here, and clearly
she isn't being stretched yet - the
second issue of her fanzine
Barmaid is now available
© Yvonne Rowse, Evergreen,
Halls Farm Lane, Trimpley,
Worcs., DY12 INP
© yvonneghallsfarn. softnet. co.uk

- Janet Barron s no longer
Deputy Editor of Odyssey
magazine

MEDIA STARS

Guest Lionel Fanthorpe had to
pull out of OryCon 20 on 13
November in Portland, Oregon
due to television commitments
taking him to Turkey (a reading?)
Orycon chair John Lorentz said,
“He tried very hard to avoid this —
including offering to pay for the
contracted film crew out of hi
own pocket if they'd re-schedule.
It didn't work."” The other guests -
including Dave Langford, Lois
McMaster Bujold and Howard
Waldrop - all still plan to attend.

G NOBELS

Image from the Ig Nobel website
http://www.improb.com

SAFETY ENGINEERING

Troy Hurtubise, of North Bay, Ontario, for
developing, and personally testing a suit of armor
that is impervious to grizzly bears.

BIOLOGY

Peter Fong of Gettysburg College, Gettysburg,
PA, for contributing to the happiness of clams by
giving them Prozac. [Ref: “Induction and Potenti-
ation of Parturition in Fingernail Clams (Sphaerium
striatinum) by Selective Serotonin Re-Uptake
Inhibitors (SSRIs)", Peter F. Fong, Peter T.
Huminski, and Lynette M. D'urso, J. of
Experimental Zoology vol. 280, 1998, pp. 260-64]

PEACE

Prime Ministers Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee of India
and Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan for their aggress-
ively peaceful explosions of atomic bombs.

CHEMISTRY
Jacques Benveniste of France for his
homeopathic discovery that not only does water
have memory, but that the information can be
transmitted over telephone lines and the Internet.
[NOTE: Benveniste also won the 1991 Ig Nobel
Chemistry Prize.] [Ref: “Transatlantic Transfer of
Digitized Antigen Signal by Telephone Link", J.
Benveniste, P. Jurgens, W. Hsueh and J. Aissa, J.
of Allergy and Clinical Immunology: Program and
abstracts of papers to be presented during
scientific sessions AAAA/AALCIS Joint Meeting
21-26 February 19977

SCIENCE EDUCATION

Dolores Krieger, Professor Emerita, New York
University, “for demonstrating the merits of thera-
peutic touch, a method by which nurses manipulate

Pat Cadigan reading from her new
novel Tea From an Empty Cup at
Cyberia in October. Photo Dy

Andrew M. Butler

Davio Trimble and John Hume had to make do with the Nobel Peace Prize
after missing out on the far more prestigious Ig Nobel Awards, presented
as usual at Harvard University's Sanders Theater on 8 October. The Igs —
organised by the magazine The Annals of Improbable Research, the Har-
vard Computer Society, the Harvard-Radcliffe Science Fiction Association,
and “Manco, official supplier of Duck® Tape to the Ig Nobel Prizes" - are
given for achievements “that cannot or should not be reproduced”, and have
even caused the British Government's Science Advisor Sir Robert Mayer
CHECK! to suffer an attack of humourlessness when he condemned them
as frivolous and urged UK scientists not to take part.

Nevertheless, four genuine Nobel Laureates did attend this year's
ceremony, in front of a capacity audience, and as is traditional British

scientists were in the running.
And now, the winners!

the energy fields of ailing patients by carefully
avoiding physical contact with those patients”.

STATISTICS

Jerald Bain of Mt Sinai Hospital in Toronto and
Kerry Siminoski of the University of Alberta for
their carefully measured report, “The Relationship
Among Height, Penile Length, and Foot Size” [Ref:
Annals of Sex Research vol. 6, no. 3, 1993, pp.
2315

PHYSICS

Deepak Chopra of The Chopra Center for Well
Being, La Jolla, California, for his unique interpreta-
tion of quantum physics as it applies to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of economic happiness. [Despak
Chopra's books Quantum Healing, Ageless Body,
Timeless Mind etc. and www.chopra.com]

ECONOMICS

Richard Seed of Chicago for his efforts to stoke up
the world economy by cloning himself and other
human beings. CONTACT: Richard Seed,
708-442-0500, FAX 708-442-1500

MEDICINE

To Patient Y and to his doctors, Caroline Mills,
Meirion Llewelyn, David Kelly, and Peter Holt of
Royal Gwent Hospital in Newport, Wales, for the
cautionary medical report, A Man Who Pricked His
Finger and Smelled Putrid for 5 Years”. [Ref: The
Lancet vol. 348, November 9, 1996, p. 1282]

LITERATURE

Dr Mara Sidoli of Washington DC, for her illumin-
ating report, “Farting as a Defence Against Unspe-
akable Dread". [Ref: “Farting as a Defence Against
Unspeakable Dread" Mara Sidoli, J. of Analytical
Psychology vol. 41, no. 2, 1996, pp. 165-78]

The following is an eye-witness report of the event:
A ludicrous abundance of duct tape reflected the
theme of this year's ceremony. The scientifical
substance was all over the stage, in the air, and on
the persons of participants and audience alike. A
duct tape fashion show demonstrated the versatility
of the adhesive, as did the revelation that Prize
Winner Troy Hurtubise's bear suit contained over a
mile of the stuff. The world's largest roll of duct
tape —a staggering five and a half miles long —
greeted visitors to Memorial Hall. The world
premiere and final performance of the mini-opera
La Forza del Duct Tape narrated the sad tale of the
inventor of duct tape.

Keynote speaker and Safety Engineering Prize
Winner Troy Hurtubise spoke on the importance of
seemingly bizarre inventions, such as his bear suit,
and held center stage. Troy unveiled the plans for
his next generation suit at the Ig Lectures the
following day. The other keynote speaker, eleven
year-old Emily Rosa, forgave the prize committee
for not awarding her an Ig, noting that her work
debunking therapeutic touch (see above) should
not and cannot be reproduced, and is therefore
ineligible.



publication in mid-1999.
3 Michael Marshall Smith is
‘contributing 10 2 £6m Channel 4 senies of
g Dars themed on the miennu rom
'] [} new writers, which will explore society's
“Tow-evelhysteria” about the future and
PMT_ The screenpiay i based on his
short story “The Owner’,  tae of female
urban paranoia and allenation. MMS has
K. W. Jeter returns it other ‘under llenni igh: 'm fairly
after his Star Wars and Runner consideration’ .mm: !
e 9 Mot rd's Rice, y odd per
out by Edgar A
Reportedy Bantam only bought t ater 3 2000 But of course, we
the success of Jeter's Biade Rumer Jack Williamson, and some earty Tim wil wake up and probably feel
‘sequels; previcusly, no one would lock at  Powers work. dmfﬂmmmswm
as

% Colin Greenland s contributing o

sesesnens

SPANISH TITAN

Stephen Baxter will be presenting
the UPC Awards i Catalonia on 2
December. Run by the Universitat
Politecnica de Catalunya, the
anonymously-entered competition

prize publication and one million

terms, though these same monsters
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mnmaa«m where here ks Y ang v, . yes, thefim drector
spit Robert Silverberg Lord Prestimion (Feb
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Bowkett Jenny Jones, Chris Evans, =3 )

" firstartasy The Sum of All Men kicked (F',z‘w',"""g"’" Thwsmbur Gl
% US fan publishers NESFA Press. Earthiight off to a good start, and the Jane Weich The Bard o Castagard Apr

P}

Kushner & Delia Sherman “The Fall of the Kings” (Bending the
Landscape: Fantasy ); Kim Newman “Coppola's Dracula” (The

Mammoth Book of dela Douglas E.Winter “The Zombies of
Dark of the Night

L AcwseveenT Hugh B.Cave

Novet Ramsey Campbell Nazareth Hil

Coutecrion Brian McNaughton The Throne of Bones:
AnthowoaY Douglas E Winter (ed) Reveiations FinsT Novet Mary
Ann itchell Drawn Io te Grave

Stonr Foru Kim Newman ‘Coppoia’s Dracula”

Sonr SToR John Shirley ‘Cram”

AgTisT Stephen R. Bissette

« The Delta Award s givenfor the best amateur fim of a fantastic
nature, and the 1938 award, presented at the Festival of Fantastic
Fims in Manchester i early September, went fo American Shane
Hannatey's s shortfim The Gt Hannafey s he first non-Brtsh
director 10 win.

« Nominations fr the 1998 World Fantasy Awards. to be given on 1
November at the World Fantasy Convention in

Nove Charles de Lint Trader. Jeftrey Ford The Physiognomy.
Harvey Jacobs American Goiah; Eric S. Nylund Dry Waer
Patrick O'Leary The Gt (NB: Dry Water replaces Aruro
Perez-Reverte's The Club Dumas, orgially included but found
ineligile because ofa 1996 UK edion.)

NoveuLa Richard Bowes ‘Streetcar Dreams' (F&SP); Brian Hodge
“The Dripping of Sundered Wineskins” (Love in Vein I} Ellen

SwoaTSTORY P. D Cacek “Dust Motes™ (Gothic Ghosts): Lisa
Goldstein Fortune and Misfortune” (Asimov's); Paul Park "Get a
Grip" (OMNI On Line). Robert Charles Wilson “The Inner Inner City”
(Norther Frghts 4) Jack Womack “Auence’ (The Homs O
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WESTMINSTER
SCANDAL

In an attempt to rectify the shameful
lack of publicity given by Westmin-
ster City Libraries to their sf promo-
tion (perhaps they've learned some-
thing from their Cemeteries Dept.),
which inciude talks, author visits,
cheap second-hand books, BSFA
zines and information, reading lists
and much more, here is a public
service announcement, with due
apﬂlogas for lateness:

The Opening Ceremony on 31
October featured Sarah Ash, Molly
Brown, Gwynneth Jones, ‘Gabriel
King’ (aka M. John Harrison and
Jane Johnson), John Meaney
and the ever-present Dave ‘Darth
Vader' Prowse, who never misses
a chance, awarded the prizes in the
kids’ fancy dress competition.

Forthcoming events include:
Michael Scott Rohan: 4th Nov 6.30-
7.45, Marylebone Library, Maryle-
bone Road W1 (0171 641 1037)
Gwyneth Jones on genetics: 10th
Nov 6.30-7.45, Pimlico Library, Ram-
payne St. SW1 (0171 641 2983)
John on alternative

phen Pag: g
Fantasy; Don Hutchison (ed) Northen Frihts 4; Stephen Jones &
David Sutton (eds) Dark Terrors 3: Douglas EWinter (ed)
Milennium (aka Revelations).

Driving

histories: 18th Nov 6.30-7.45,

Marylebone Library

Pat Cadigan: 23rd Nov 6.30-7.45,
ington Li

S.Beagle 3
8ind: Paul Di Flippo Facta Paiseys: Brian McNaughion The
Throne of Bones; Michael Swanwick A Geography Of Unknown

Lands
AsmsT Rick Berry; Jim Burns; ; Dave

gt § ter
Road, W2 (phone 0171 641 4475)
Paul J. McAuley on Frankenstein's
daughters, and SF and biological
24th Nov 6.30-7 45,

Prosessiona. Ellen Datiow, for editing / anthologes: Gardner
Dozols. foreciting  anthologes: John Ciute & John Grant,for
ediing The Encyclopeda of Fantasy; Stephen Jones. for edting
anthologes; Gordon Van Gelder,for eciing (books / F&SF).
NorProressiona. Richard Chizmar,for Cemstery Dance mag
D Publicatons: Fedogan & Bremer,for book publihing; Chris
Logan Edwards, or Tigereyes Press: Barry Hoffman, for Gaunfet
anticensorship magazine | pubishing; Jeff VanderMeer,for Ministry
of Whimsy Press.
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Marylebone Library
Peter Hamilton: 26th Nov 6.307.45,
Paddington Children's Library —
tickets from 0171 641 4475

Colin Greenland and Robert
Holdstock: 30th Nov 6.30-7.45,
Westminster City Archives, 10 St.
Ann’s St, London SW1P 2XR (0171
641 5180)

0661999/ 100+ E]
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Chris Hill
Well, s you will see from the list of nominations
below we have finally got off the ground with the
short story and illustration nominations ~ though
only just. | find myself both exasperated and
cunous about this. There are three possible
explanations that spring to mind for the lack of
short story nominations:

@ nobody is reading short stories this year;

@ people are reading short stories but are not
remembering / cannot be bothered to
nominate any of them;

® people are reading short stories and there are
none of them worth nominating

I must admit that I find option @ hard to believe.

Are there really no stories of quality at all out

there this year” | suspect @ or @ are more ikely

Isincerely hope | am wrong, Take it as a challenge

if you like and prove me wrong! Remember you

can nominate short stories from any source: exam-
ples include Interzone, FESF, Asimou’s, Odyssey,
original anthologjes or small press magazines.

Before the list of the current nominations, a
reminder of the rules. You can nominate any
number of works in each category during the
course of the year. The cal are:

@ Best Novel frst publshed in the UK during the
calendar year,

@ Best Short Work first appearing during the
calendar year;

© Best [llustration first appearing during the
calendar year.

Again, remember it s the total number of

‘nominations which determine the items that make

it onto the final shortlist, so just because

something has already been nominated it does
not mean that you should not nominate it again.
— Chris Hill

Best Novel
Sarah Ash The Lost Child
(Orion: £9.99 tp, £5.99 pb)
Lain M. Banks fiversions
(Orbit: £16.99 hb)

John Bames Earth Made o Glass
(Orion: €999 tp)
Stephen Baxter Maonsced
(Voyager: £16.99 hb)

Pat Cadigan Tea From an Empty Cup
(Voyager: £5.99 pb)

Colin Greenland Motker of Plenty
(Voyager £5.99 pb)
Robert Holdstock Gate of loory
(Voyager: £1699 hb)

Joha Kessel Corrupting Dr Nice
(Gollancz: £16.99 hb)

Jack McDevitt Eternity Road
(Voyager: £5.99 pb)

Tan McDonald Kirinya
(Gollancz: £16.99 pb)

Ken MacLeod The Cassini Division
(Orbit:£15.99 hb)

John Meaney To Hold Infnity
(Bantam: £5.99 pb)
Christopher Priest The Extrenes
(Simon & Schuster: £16.99 hb)
Michael Marshall Smith Ore of Us
(HarperCollins: £1499 hb)
Tricia Sullivan Dreaming in Smoke
(Orion: £9.99 tp)

John Whitbourn The Royal Changeling
(Earthiight: £599 pb)

Best Short Item
Sarah Ash “Merveille” (lnterzone 129)
Dominic Green “Queen of the Hll” lnterzone 130)
Thomas M. Disch “The First Annual Performance
‘Arts Festival at the Slaughter Rock Battlefield”
(Interzane 131)
Mary Soon Lee “The Day Before They Came”
(Interzone 133)

Best Artwork
Roy Virgo Cover of lterzone 130

SEND Chris Hill
‘The Bungalow, 27 Lower Evingar Road
NOMINATIONS Whitgnach Hants. RG28 TEY
TO Tel: 01256 893253
Email: cphill@enterprise. net
(Lands of Unease), that ran to nine volumes. His
n“ms own writings include four collections and one
novel, Black Velvet (1993). He helped promote the
French careers of his favonte writers, who
* Ted Hughes, included Fritz Leiber, ]. . Ballard and Philip K.

poet and one-time husband of Sylvia Plath, died of
cancer on Thursday 29 October 1998 aged 68. He
was appointed Poet Laureate in 1984, and wrote a
number of fantasy-related works, ostensibly for
children, including How The Whale Became, a cre-
ation myth, and The Iron Man, the most memor-
able scene of which is the one where the Iron Man
puts himself together, and its sequel The Iron
Giant,

* Alain Doremieux,

French writer, editor and translator, died on 26
July aged 64. In the 19505 he was assistant editor,
then editor, of Fiction (the French edition of F&SF),
and helped launch a new French edition of Galaxy.
In the 1990s he edited a series of horror/dark
fantasy anthologies, Territoires de I'Inquietude

Dick, and more recently Lisa Tuttle and Steve
Rasnic Tem. His influence on the French SF scene
was substantial, comparable to that of Campbell,
Boucher, and Gold on American sf of the 1950s.

* Akira Kurosawa,

Japanese film director, died on 6 September aged
88. His films exerted a considerable influence on
Hollywood and directors like George Lucas, and
include Rashomon (1950) and The Seven Samurai
(1954)

+ Leigh Couch,

long-time St Louis fan and member of First
Fandom, died in early September aged 73.

* Eleen Tackett,

wife of the 1976 American TAFF winner Roy
Tackett, died on 21 September.

WATERSTONE'S CHART

‘Sales are for the two months up to 17 October 1998. and are kindly supphed |
's branches at

by Waterstone’s
+53.97 Albion Street. Leeds. Tel: 0113 244 4588
- 36-38 Albon Street, Leeds. Tel: 0113 242 0839

SF & FANTASY

- David Gemmell Echoes of the Great Song (Corgi £5.99 pb)
& Kurt Vonnegut Tmequake (Vintage: £5.99 pb)

- David Gemmell Sword i the Storm (Bantam: £15.93 ht)

- J.V. Jones The Barbed Col (Orbit: £6.99 po)

J. . R. Tolkien The Hobi (HarperColins: £5.99 pb)

gs
i
{
i
{

- Dave Duncan Future Indefnte (Corgi £5.99 pb)
-~ Lois McMaster Bujold Komar Earhight £5.99 pb)
4 Terry Pratchett The Last Contnent (Doubleday: £16.99 hb)

23 J.R. . Tolkien The Lord o the Rings (HarperColins; £12.99 pb)
Jain M. Banks Consider Phiebas (Orbi: £6.99 pb)

s e (

08599

o)

Mary Doria Russell The Sparrow (Black Swan: £6.99 pb)

Terry Pratchett Pyramids (Corgi £5.99 pb)

Katherine Kerr Red Wyvern (Voyager: %6.99 pb)

Stephen Baxter Titan (Voyager: £6.99 pb)

Terry Pratchett The Colour of Magic (Corgi: £5.99 pb)

Terry Pratchett Hoglaher (Corg: £5.98 pb)

Terry Brooks Running With the Demon (Orion: £5.99 pb)

Raymond E. Felst Rage of 2 Demon King (Voyager: £6.99 pb)

Michael Marshall Smith Only Forward (HarperColins: £6 99 pb)

David Brin Infinty’s Shore (Orbit: £5.99 po)

Peter F. Hamilton The Nevtronum Alchemst
L

u- ‘Sara Douglass Battieare (Voyager £6.99 pb)

24= - Terry Pratchett interestng Tmes (Corg: £5.99 pb)

27= - Terry Pratchett Witches Abroad (Corg: £5.99 pb)

27= - Kim Stanley Robinson Antarctica (Voyager: £7.99 pb)

27- - Terry Pratchett Soul Music (Corg: £5.99 po)

- - jing o £1699hb)

27- - Anthur C. Carke 3001 Te Final Osey Voyage:£5.99 )

32= - Terry Pratchett Wyrd Sisters (Corgi: £5.99 po)

32= - J.R.R.Tolkien The Simarilion (HarperColins: £19.99 hb)

32= - Terry Pratchett Men at Ams (Corgi- £5.99 po)

32= - Oliver Johnson Nations of the Night (Orion: £6.99 pb)

32= . Peter F. Hamilton Second Chance a Eden (Macillan: £17.99

hb)

32= - Greg Keyes The Blackgod (Orbit: £6.99 pb)

32= - Kim Stanley Robinson Red Mars (Voyager: £6.99 pb)

lain M. Banks The Player of Games (Orbit: £5.99 pb)

Tain M. Banks Use of Weapons (Orbit: £6.99 pb)

J.R. R Tolkien Roverandom (HarperColins: £5.99 pb)

32= - Jullan May Perseus Spur (Voyager: £10.99 tp)

Terry Goodkind Temple of the Winds (Orion: £6.99 pb)

32- - David Gemmell Winter Warrors (Corg: £5.99 pb)

32= - Mary Gentle Grunts (Roc: £5.99 pb)

32= - J.V. Jones Master and Fool (Orbit £6.99 pb)

32= 20 Mercedes Lackey Oathtiood (Roc: £5.99 pb)

SPINOFFERY

1 ‘Timothy Zahn Star Wars: Specter of the Past (Bantam: £5.99

(Macmillan: £9.99

7. mmsnmwmvs(s&s £499 pb)
3 2 Aaron Allston Star Wars: X Wing 6: ron Fist (Bantam: £4.99 pb)
4 - Greg Cox Star Trek TNG 49 (S8S: £4.93 po)

S - Peter David Sta Trek Imzadi 2 Trangle (SES: £9.99 ht)

& - JeriTaylor Sta Trek Voyager: Pafiways (S8S: £9.99 hb)

7 - Anon Babylon 5 (Macmilan: £599 po)

8 - Greg Cox Star Trek TNG 47 (S8S: £4.99 pb)

9 Peter David Sta Trek capmsrmasrsss £499 pb)
Greg Cox Star Trek TNG 48 (S8S: £
11 - Rob Grant Backwards (Penguin ssy

K. W, Jeter Star Wars: Bouly Hunter Wars 1 (Bartam: £5.99 pb)
13 - Martin Day Another Gir, Another Planef (Virgin: £5.99 pb)




134+

g | |tter|ng ||g htS media news . . tv . . film

OH NO NOT AGAIN

After Starship Troopers, various
other famous and much-loved sf
stories look set to be filmed. Where
do they get these crazy ideas?

FOREVER AMBER

- Roger Zelazny's fantasy novel
Nine Princes in Ambers to be
filmed, but the writer will be Ed
Neumeier, responsible for the
recent screen adaptation of Star-
ship Troopers. The producer is
Mark Canton.

ROGERING ISAAC

+ Isaac Asimov’s “Nightfall” consis-
tently tops polls of the best sf
stories, and Roger Corman is said
to be planning a film of the novella
to be shot in India. Scriptis by
Michael B. Druxman, a possible
release date is early 2000 . .. but
no word on which stars will appear,
or, er, when . ..

DISCORPORATION

+... there’s a rumour that Tom
Hanks and Sean Connery wil star
in a movie of Stranger in a Strange
Land. Can you grok that?

MANDYBROT

- Reaperrang some belis. It's a
forthcoming TV movie about a
computer virus that generates
images which kill any viewer
foolish enough to gaze at them
(I've seen screensavers like that)
Ding dong . . . didn't our very own
Dave Langford have a short story
in Interzone a biit like that?

MARS 1S HELL

- Disney's planned Mission to Mars
movie is about a manned Mars
mission which goes wrong, leading

to a second flight to rescue the
survivors and discover what
happened. Written by David Goyer
from an idea by him and producer
Tom Jacobson, the director will be
Gore Verbinski (Mouse Hunl)

1rs BEHIND YOU

- George Lucas has picked a
suitably comic-book titl for the first
of the Star Wars prequels . . . Star
Wars: Episode 1 - The Phantom
Menace will get its North American
premiere on 21 May 1999. Mean-
while, the second of the trilogy may
be shot in Australia, marking
Lucas’s departure from England.

THE DEVIL YoU
KknNOW

+ Lost Souls has found some act-
ors. Janusz Kaminiski will direct
Winona Ryder, Ben Chaplin and
John Hurt as the priest in the
Omerish story.

AND THE ONE YOU
DONT

« The Arnold Schwarzenegger
film End of Days has the devil
visiting New York (how will they
tell?) — | suspect it won't compare
with Mikhail Bulgakov's master-
piece The Master and Margarita

MADNESS

« George Miller is to make another
Mad Max film  the fourth — in
Australia, for release in 2002. But
good of' boy Mel Gibson may be a
tad too expensive these days.

HUG THOSE TREES

+ A remake of Douglas Trumbull's
eco-sf heart-tugger Silent Running
is on the starting block, directed by
Simon West (Con Ai).

SUPE CON

+ Dead but still squawking is the
Tim Burton's Warner Bros. fim
Superman Lives, with Nicolas
Cage donning the read
underpants, cancelled due to
stratospheric budgets and script
problems. But it's now on again
with a new screenplay from Dan
Gilroy. Cage is still interested, but
Burton may not be.

RAY OF LIGHT

« Like John Glenn, Ray Bradbury
may be getting on but he's keeping
busy. He's helping with Steven
Spielberg’s movie of The Martian
Chronices and Mel Gibson's
remake of Fahrenheit 451, and has
also been busy promoting Disney's
The Wondertul Ice-Cream Suit,
which he adapted for the screen
from his short story. Then there’s
his new collection Driving Blind, not
to mention a new novel, Ahmed
and the Oblivion Machines . . ..

PISS ON THAT

« Gulliver goes IMAX and 3-D in
2000 with Mainframe
Entertainment’s
computer-generated graphics
version, in which the story will be
adapted "o reflect the values and
attitudes of the 21st century”,
which bodes.

« Also set for IMAX is a movie of R.
L. Stine's The Beast.

GHOSTS AND TOTTY
Catherine Zeta Jones may appear
in a remake of Shirley Jackson's
The Haunting of Hil House, as
might Liam Neeson

BRIEFLY

« A CGl remake of Frankenstein?

From Universal? Bloody hell.

« There's to be another ‘Crow’ film,
Salvation - written by Chij
Johannessen, who made the dire
Millennium from John Varley's
spiffing book.

«Games Klingons play . . .
Activision has bought the rights for
the next decade to games based
on Star Trek. + Pluto Nash features
Eddie Murphy as a lunar colonist
in a fight with an Earth-based
multinational. Multiplanetal?
«Groovy . . . Austin Powers: The
Spy Who Shagged Me is the
possibly apocryphal title of the
sequel to the camp spoof of 60s
skiffy / Bond movies.

BOOB TUBE

TV NEWS . ... Francis Ford
Coppola's sf tv series First Wave
may soon be showing in Europe. It
features a riveting and original plot
about aliens who pick up our
programmes and come to Earth
disquised exactly like humans, in
order to take the planet over and
keep the budget down.

« Crusade, the Babylon 5 spinoff
series, has had ts broadcast
delayed from January by the TNT
network because another series,
Witchblade, has been delayed and
the bosses want both shows to air
atthe same time. Spring?

« The BBC is involved in making a
new series of The Twilight Zone for
European consumption. It will be
fimed in Britain, and other partners
in the project include CBS-and
Virgin Century TV.

+ The Judger s an sf Wester set
on Mars. Nuft said.

R. D. MULLEN

Rlichard] D[ale] Mullen died peacefully aged 82
on 8 August 1998 in Terre Haute, Indiana. He
founded Science-Fiction Studies in 1973 and
was managing editor of the journal until 1978
with Darko Suvin, and then again from 1990 until
1997 with a new SFS editorial team consisting of
Arthur B. Evans, Istvan Csicsery-Ronay Jr., Ver-
onica Hollinger, Rob Latham, and Carol McGuirk.
As one of the pioneer scholars of science fiction
in academe, Dale Mullen was a co-founder of the
Science Fiction Research Association (1973) and
a world-class authority on Edgar Rice Burroughs,
H. G. Wells, and the sf pulp magazines of the
20s, 30s, and 40s. The current editors of SFS
offer this remembrance of him:

“Dale was our wisest counsel, our most inci-

sive historical memory, and our most loved and
respected colleague. It is with a deep sense of
sadness that we mark his passing here, a quarter
of a century after the founding of the journal for
which he cared so passionately. The world of sf
scholarship has lost one of its earliest and
brightest luminaries. We shall miss him greatly.”
— © Arthur B. Evans 1998

Roddy McDowall Dies

The actor Roddy McDowall died on 3
October, aged 70. Best known in the sf world
for his role of Comelius in the Planet of the
Aped films and the spin-off TV seris, the
British-bom actor also appeared in The
Martian Chronicles and was the voice of the
robot in Disney's The Black Hole. He was also
an acclaimed photographer, and shortly
before he died the Oscar Academy
announced it had named its collection of
photographs after him.

Many thanks to

Ian Bel, Elzabeth & Paul Bilinger, Andrew M. Buter, Tony

Cullen, Athur B. Evans, Jo Fetcher, Steve Gallagher, Coli

Greeniand, Chiis Hil, Paul Hood, Steve Jeffey, Carol Ann

Keny-Green, Steve Kery, Dave Langford, Lee

Montgomeri, Peace O'Cake, Chris O'Shea, John Oli,

Chris Reed, Roger Robinson, Marcus L. Rowland, Yvone
Rowse, Andy Sawyer, SF Weekly, Sue Thomas, Julie

Venner, and Bridget Wikinson
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—recent & forthcoming books

Tom Arden The King and Queen of Swords (@ 22
Oct: £16.98 hb. 528pp) — Fantasy, the Second Book
of The Orakon’ TA grew up i Australa and now ives
in Brighton; he has lectured on 18th century English
Ierature. Th frt volume n the series is
‘Tom Arden The Hariequin's Dance (Vistz: 22 Oct:
£5.99 pb. 564pp+8pp appendix) — >200
Greg Bear The Forge of God (Vista: Nov (R177);
£5.99 pb) — End-ofthe-world , in which various
enigmatic aliens drop black holes inside the Earth,
issue confusing wamings and fry 0 ensure some
humans survive.
Sylvia Brownrigg The Metaphysical Touch (@ Oct
£16.99 hb, c448pp) — Philosophical love stry. with
much musing on the Intemet
Mark Chadbourn Scissorman (Vista: Nov: £5.98 pb) —

shape and 2 monstrous force sweeps out of the dark

Jan 995,99 pb) —

e Mary Gentle Ash 2 The Wi Machnes (@ Jan 93, £16 98 i, S76pp) — Cancusion o e

Asi diptych, an alemative unwerse and timeine st series. The first voume s

Mary Gentle Ash: A Secret History Vista' Jan 99: €5 98 pb)

Simon R. Green Deathstalker Prelude (Vista: @ Nov: £6.99 pb, c544pp) — Latestinthe

‘Oven Deathtaker fgh Deathstabker

Tom Arden. Photo Cynthia C. Famel
Hormo.°A chidhood nghtmare akes

Avihology / Colection
Stephen Jones & David Sutton (eds) Dark Temors 3 (Vist: 22 Oct: £5.99 pb) —
Golancz book of hrror, winner ofthe 1998 Beitish Fantasy Award for Best Anthology /

Collecton.
tmmmmmwumtomnmmmlvm
T z

e 's Tough e
from badto worse Nmummhasbea\sdeded:shll@ﬂgmmnmes with e resul
that he has a tour througt orhis
couters. His i Ifhe army of the Dark L march
through and sack his iy, then the Forces of Good do i next ime. He's fed up
Diana Wynne Jones Deep Secrt(Vita: Nov: £5.59 ) — P of her rcent novel.
phen Jones & David Sutton (ecs) Dark Termors  (Vista: Oct; £5.99
Paul Kearney The lron Wars (@ Nov; £16.99 hb, c320pp) — Book Three of ‘The Monarchies
of God fantasy series

 Narby The C: : £15.99 b, c272ppll ) — Loony sounding
‘nonficion. Peruvian access o and
hmwledquNA ‘Sounds aimost ke 2

*T!rrmeMD!am Trilogy (Oct: £15.99 hb, c768pp) — Omnibus contaning Mor? {1987

>-Feb 88), Reaper Man (1991 > Aug 91) and Soul Music (1984 >Aug 34, Sum 95) Afine
‘place 1o start if you've never read TP before.
S. P. Somtow Darker Angeis(Vista: Nov. £5.99 pb)

*Lmrm(m)amymmm © Nov: £7.99 pb, c384pp) — Sublitied “Tales
Erotic Ambiguiy”, this

anth.contains stores encompassing androgyny,
assm Angel Carter, Nel
Gaiman.Graham Joyce, Cecela Tan, Fay Weldon and

others.
Margaret Weiss & Don Perrin Hung Out (Vista: @ Jan 99; £5.99 pb) —

, ). in which D: horrb 3 A'MagForce 7
7 Stephen Jones & David Sutton (eds) Dark Terrors 4 (€ 22 Oct; £16.99 hb, 349pp) — adventure
fourth Golancz book of horror, with originalstories fromCampbell Etchison, Fower, Gaiman, Nicholas Whittaker Sweet Talk (@ Nov; £16.99 hb, c256pp i) —'ma secrel mstw of
Matheson, Schow, Michael Marshall Smith, Tutte, Brite(the oy reprit, “Entertaining Mr confectionery . . a celebration, gy and pop
Orton’), and others. The third volume won tis years Brish Fantasy Award for Best and chocolate” with a ditinct UK bias.
Machines: A Fable (Dec; ) — RB'

* & Aiph: (Sep: $6.99 pb. 438pp) — Ambiious
hard st wih a humanistc sant.the e colaboraton rom e authors o Ins and Falow
Traveder, President of the SFWA. ives near Washington DC, and Barion in

sent n desperaton by an

rove—no furhe detas
Jocelyn Foxe The Wild Hunt: Vengeance Moon (Sep: $3.99 pb, 312pp) — Debut fantasy
s of bar a tale of “wonder

in

power and pasion, death and courage”

Neil Gaiman Stardust (Spike: Jan 99; $22.00 hb, 235pp + 1p afterword) — New fantasy

mm(wummmwﬁmmnmmmmmu

Literary Biography. up there with

Thsmmmueuammw,mwa&;@whgedm»g
aquest ' nding

The smal rgdon
Mvmmmnannnmmksdi ol varished civisatons whose very aen alaling ty.
i ofmp st e *m..ucmmmmmmrmxm 140 S ol 23
there). Meanwhile, mmmmmemsmnmm and expicity remember y. from Neil
W vannw et W‘“" aphcl, Gaiman, Gregoy Benlord o Varley, Robert Siverberg, Rmn snm and many
Bih founbeat i ahout i, and e oy P others. 20 of the stoies are originals and only 3 reprnts (by Siverberg, Wiater Jon Willams.
vl iy and Gaiman)
‘T";’;f’n,; o T Alexander Jablokov Deepdrive (Aug; $400 b, 311pp) — Hard . “atonishing

William Barton & Michael Capobianco White Light (Oc( S!SW 1p. 343pp) — . .. which
latest

ompcaled”and o sure” sas ks Revis.Eleven aen s are o n e
215t century, evel

and hard sf" In 20&3 only the. US Canada, Australia inﬂ New Zealand are surviving as

ikl sl ko v, sy bk i Vg e
Ide coltapses around them, *ga o
done a terrble hz

bemgs mnwmmmnmmmmmmmm-mmmwﬁmam

nms:m The Lanterns of God (Sep: $5.99 pb, W}—leamynmeﬂmmm
of Scar'trilogy, “one series | don want 1o see end.” according to Robert J. Say
Jack Faust (Avon: Sep; $1250p, 337pp) — 6w ok

Walt Becker Link (Morrow: Nov. $25.00 hb. 384pp +
for this anthvopological st thrller ‘5000 1o be 2 major moton pcture’, mmmme “missing
betwen 2pes and humans fums out o be far sranger than imagined (What # Darwin was
wrong’ is the strangely unappealing tagiine). And no, if's not by the ofher Steely Dan member.
thsWBisa Disney, Fox 1S 500N 10 tum
drector, and s now working o his next book with co-wrer Fobert Shapio. 0. J. Smpsari's
defense attomey. Bet he's good n bed 100.

Ray Bradbury Driving Bind (Oct: $6.50 pb. 25509 + 3pp afterword) — Coll of 21 stories, 4 of
‘which have appeared previously.see also Earthight

book one of st years best, s an sina recasting of he Faust egend. “There i o God.”

wisdom of the ages 1o he Gsusoned 161 century schalar. Wi echoesof Hiter an he
Holocaus, Chares Foste Kane, Alister
Crowiey, Faustforegiays the ndustial Revolution

inis own fetime ... This i the famous road

paved with good intentions, truth and the certainty

that all men are good. Good Angel Margarete and

er alter ego BadAss Grelchen are the spur, and

 pp=extent

Faust and Gretchen's descent nto a moral abyss
15 chronicled mercfessly, and poelicaly -
Swanwick's wiing s excruciatingly good, and
though couched i s language the story, fke all of
is ales, inhabits a fuifl intergenre huteriand.

=
< lusiated: ed = edied: A epin (st
> o Voke o GO &apmm.n = Audobook; YA = Young Adut

ool
¢ < gt *:E«m‘sm © - Frst Uk ediion
Treat future dates with caution. All unquoted remarks by Chris Terran.
Quoted comments are from publishers’ matenial - caveat
— Thanks fo Michael J. Cross for isindex http: //wa. w)ckeb. deson.co.k/topbsa bt —

Michasl Swanweck: Photo Standard Phaio Gr
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LUCKY DIP

FIVE assorted copies from the first 100 issues of
interzone for only £5 including postage
(US$10 overseas) Cheques and postal
orders (payable to Interzone) to:

Lee Montgomerie
53 Riviera Gardens
Leeds LS7 3DW
Requests will be be
considered but may
not be fulfilled.

Please note
that many
issues from 1-25 are either
scarce or non-existent

9661399 / 400 - B

Inciuing Lite, Brown, Warer, Legend

J.V. Jones The Barbed Coi (1 0d.2599p0.567py]—
Chaz Brenchiey Tower of the King's Daughter (@

Epcmmnmm

. Bmw)-Fulny (mnmeommdm mm

mmlummmwmmmhmm\m
and poics”. CB's Light Eant has just won Best Novelin the

1998 Brish Fantasy Awards

David Gemmell Lagend (Oct; £5.937 pb) — A wodge of DG

David Gemmell Quest for Lost Heroes (Oct; £5.997 pb)
i I The Druss

agend (

£5.997 pb)
David Gemmell The King Beyond the Gate (Oct £5.997 pb)
David Gemmell Waylander (Oct; 5997 pb)

David Gemmell Waylander i (Oct. 5997 pb)
Andrew Harman ft Came From on High (@ 3 Sep: £5.99 pb. 326pp) — New comic fantasy.
“Atlast - thetruth the Vatican coudntel” plus abens,the Turn Stvoud and a paricking

Pope.
*mmmmunqws(oraw.£|599m)—a¢mnmemeadfm=

series.
Greg Keyes The Biackgod (@ 3 Sep; £5.99 pb, 434pp) — Fantasy, sequel to The Waterbom.
s GK s a teacher at ty of Georgia

Elizabeth Moon Oath of Gold (@ 5 Nov; £6.99 pb) — Final volume of her heroic fantasy
series The Deeds of Paksenarmion’. first published in the US in 1989: this is the first UK

editon.

7 Michael Scott Rohan The Caste of the Winds (@ Nov. £6.99 pb) — New novel in the
“Winter o the World series. Also reissues of th firsttree volumes:

e Richard Calder Frenzeta (@ Dec; £5.99 pb) — New novel from the author of the
exceedingly sirange ‘Dead ... triogy.
Julia Gray oe-Mage (@ Dec; £5.99 pb) — New fantasy novel
Alexander Besher Mir (Dec: £9.99 tp) — Cyberpurkish s n which “the ulimate vius gets out
of contro in a fighteningly believable cyber future”.

e COI i

comgt
Including Bantam, Doubleday

Aaron Allston Star Wars X-Wing 7 (Bantam: © 10 Dec; £4.99 pb)

big push, wth an intensive publicty campaign, and Anne McCairey says he “Writes with an
almost Donaldsonian / Feistian gnp on language.” which may or may not be a
recommendation
Terry Pratchett Jingo (12 Nov. £5.99 pb) — Ankh-Morpork goes o war. > 198

7 Terry Pratchett Carpe Jugulum (Doubleday: @ 12 Nov: £15.99 hb; £8.50 ab) —

Discworid novel: vampires and witches.

Kevin J. Anderson Star Wars: {Bantam: 12 Nov: £5.99 pb) Rand & Robyn Miler Myst i: The Book of D'Ni (12 Nov; £5.99 pb) — Game fie-in.
mesummum&m(w © 5 Oct: £4.99 po) — Bounty 7 Robert Rankin (Duuemyomnxmssrn) Me-mmcmhsy
volume 2 TMDanu pb) — Henry Doors
*mc-u_whusmn(hm © 10 Sep; £15.99 hb.364pp) — New epic
fantasy, based on Celic myth and earth magic here, y your @ ‘-,
7 Jett Noon Pixel Juice (Doubleday @ 8 Oct; £15.33 hb) — Col. of “cyber-short stories” the Necronet he feeds with his
tmuommnwmwoaﬁospo) Manchester, dominos, the lotery, dugs. cab mesaprwmmmmuwmmnmwmaeswma
divers, dodgy maths the hel tis
& Ricardo Pinto The Chosen (Bartam omanss £16.99 b, 496pp) — Fantasy, Book tms—nlmmwmm(my ooa £1099 hb, 2820p
of Thy bomin il)—YA pair of pub-craw-
Fwwawmmd&wmmmnmwmm lnwmmunmmmmm:mdwunmmw
;amodnsm ng nd D . 2 Jim Bums *Paulis 1 ,Chris o
(sample: kusheg 0 /. Flesh, knit bone to the Otsenver, Guardian and Wiliam Hague in
m) dis the fu of twelve years work and " inthe shor trousers, the orgina is reputedly hanging n the Tory leader’ loo), but ather than Paul
the Three Lands, . But on a remote wiing thetext and Chris simply illusiratng what he had writen, Chris wouid frequently sketch

isand a youngboy,Camela~ perhaps  nod o Mchael Moorcack - ‘grows p utouched
by their rituals and secure in hls househalﬂ Itis only when three of the Masters visit the island
of a new God
Empemv that his lfe also falls unw Ihe mﬂuencn of the Masters " Bantam is giving the book a

a characterfor Paul and suggest they incorporate i into the story. In this way Beyond the
Despuoods s a ruecolaboraton of s rom conceptio o fsh The ustatons (86
pencil/ ink) d it all ook y

Timothy Zahn Star Wars: Hand of Thawn Volume 2! Visions o the Fulurs (Bantam: © 10
Dec; £1299 hb)
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Voyager

Incuing HarperColins (HC), Famingo. Fontana, Thorsons.
Tom Baker Who on Earth is Tom Baker? (HC: Oct: £6.99 pb. c288pp) — Scurrlously

entertaining autobiography.

Clive Barker Galiee (HC: Nov. $16.99 hb) —Epic, erotic,

fantastic' saga of compt dynasty

- Greg Bear Dinosaur Summer (HC: @ 19 Oct; £5.99 pb,
3pp afterword) — This is a bit of a departure for GB, a

Kind of sequel o Conan Doyle's The Lost Word. Set fty years

later, it's about Lothar Gluck's Dinosaur Circus which

feturnthem to their home n Venezuela. Real people aso
make appearances, such as FX wizard Ray Haryhausen,
Merian C. Cooper (dector of King Kong) and the Wester
director John Ford. Thisfrt UK editon omits Tony DiTerizzis
ilustrations.

i John Clute The Book of End Times (HC: @ Oct £17.99 1,
c2880pil) —Combining evocative selecionsfrom the

‘redemption - and Grawing on the tv series Milemnum. JC

wil bang *
Julian Cope The Modem Aniguarian (Thorsons: Oct: £25.00 hb, c432pp il ) — Tour of Britain's
prefistoric sies from the eccentric musician

£7.99 pb, 280pp) — A mainstream

fantasy series,
introduction by Brian Sibley.
C.S. Lewis The Complete Chronicles of Namia (HC: Oct. £25 hb, c786pp) — As above,

S. Lews The Comple Ot . c192pp il £50
o ilos.

C.S. Lewis The Lion. the Witch an War Y Ediion (HC: Oct; €20

hb, ci76ppil)

C. . Lewis The Lion, the Witch and the Warcrobe Picture Book (HC: Oct; £9.99 hb, c4dpp

i) (apt.

C.S. Lewls The Lion, e Witch and the Warctobe Activiy Book (HC: Oct; £3.99 pb, c24pp
i) — Joir-te-dots. colouring, word puzzles, mazes. For 4.7 year-olds. s by Chistan
Birmingham
C. . Lewis The Magical Land of Namia Puzzle Book (HC: Oct: £3.99 pb. c24pp i) — And
one for 7-11 year-olds.this with Pauine Baynes los.

7 Jack McDevitt Moontall (@ Oct: £16.99 ho) — Disaster st in whch a cometary colision
threatens to break up the moon.

James Mallory Meriin: The Old Magic (@ 5 Oct: £5.99 pb?) — Tiednto the tv mini-series
F The

c.wgemu-mAcmmapgsusnm,nmnn)-mrmms«aqma

u.h‘ﬁ The X-Files #13 Quarantine (7 Dec. B”Db) One of 2 series of
novelisanons of episodes of the TV dassic. as
Ben Mezrich The X-Files: Skin (7 Dec; £16.99 hb) — MMWWMINTV

senes.
Bmw The X-Files: Skin (HC: Dec: £8.99 ab, 2xMC) — The audio version of the

novel, ¥

Karen falls

ataparty Y
world on the brink of sef-induced millenial meltdown
Rob DeSalle & David Lindley The Science of Jurassic Park and The Lost Workd (Flamingo: Jul;
£6.99 b, 194ppind. il — Subtiled *How to Buid a Dinosaur’ tisis an honourable atempt o
explan genetcs and embryology to he movie-going publc.
Philip K. Dick The Zap Gun (19 Oct (R 1965); £5.99 pb)
Philip K. Dick The Penutimate Truth (2 Nov (R 1964, £5.99 pb)
Philip K. Dick The Cosmic Puppets (7 Dec (R 1956); :mph)

. o less.
ek itz ELV 1 Time's Square (@ 5 Oct £5.99 pb) — Comic fanasy from ‘e
pseudonym of a welHnown wrier’. This one's about mice ratherthan sheep.
Joseph Pearce Tolkin: Man & Myth (HC: Oct; £20 hb, c320pp) — Examinaton of JART
concentrating on his eligious and moral belefs.

e Terry Pratchett, Raymond . Feist Legends Sampler (@ Jul €fnot or sale) 1, 66pp) —
Worh lising separatel fo Pratchett collecors and completsts,tis sampler contains
complte stries from TP - “The Sea and Litle Fishes", a witchy moralty tale n which
Granny Weatherwax demonsirates her superiorlty by being nice, of all things - and REF -

mmmmmnwumm;
‘Stephen R. Donaldson Reave the Just and Other Tales
(@ Oct.£17.99 hb) — New coll. of eight fantasy stones.
witten over 14 years, tree of them apparently
shed.

Stephen R. Donaldson Daugher of Regals (Oct (R
1984); £5.99 pb) — Reissue of Donaldson's first story
collction.

Terry Donaldson The Lord of the Rings Orace
(Thorsons: Oct; £19.99 hb, c64pp ) — O God. For
Your wenty quid you get a map of Micdie Earh, “twenty
tunic ing stones” and a book. Aven’ you tempted?

Quicksiver “The Wood Boy", an episode from his ‘Riftwar Saga’
f;mu?nmwmy B9 NarSlemb S0 Dark Ages (@ 5 Oct; £6.99 pb) — Fourth novel from an NHS employee, a
mnumﬁmm(m Oct: £9.99 b, c320p0) — Futurlogial non-icion, emphasising Y .
P ‘approach: PD Y ect t from invasion. Overong, bt a
considers six faces of the fuure m the author nt-nuciea
Tvuums«wwevu' uuuwsnmmomu atrlogy comprising Night
PHIL (roasting over 2 siow Mmﬂ’“ﬂﬂwﬂm

*mmﬁmmmmsm U?ﬁb 559pp+2pp acknowledgements) —
Near-future eco-thriller
R. A Salvatore Luthien's Gamble (Nov: £5.99 pb, c304pp) — Fantasy, book 2 of The
Crimson Shadow

Robert Silverberg (ed) Legends (@ 5 Oct: £17.99 hb, 591pp) — Anth. of alknew sories
from 11 leading fantassts st in theircharacteristc world: ng Praichet, Goodkind,
Card, Willams, Le Guin, Siverberg, Martin, McCafrey, Feist, and Jordan.

Ellen Stelber Grolesque (© 13 Oct £399 pb, c144pp) — X-Fls e #12.

FcSheri S. Tepper Six Moon Dance (@ Nov;£11.99 1p, c384pp) — S1. *A damaged
intertellar being has Ived on one of the 6 moons of Newholme for millania, but only the
Questioner, the Audw of Workds, knows that of Newholme

have another secret

P of her previous,

Raymond E. Feist Shards of a Broken Crown (7 Dec: £11.99 tp) —

Raymond E. Feist Krondor: The Befrayal (7 Dec: £11.99 tp) —
2 CD-ROM release of the new game from Pyro Technics

¢ Kathleen Ann Goonan Queen City Jazz (7 Dec: £5.99 pb) — First novel from the gifted short
story witer exploring the nature of realty in an America transfigured by nanotechnology.
Barbara Hambly /cefalcon’s Quest (@ Nov; £5.99 pb, ¢352pp) — Fantasy.

Michael J. Hendrie The Times Night Sky 1999 (HC Nov; £4.99 pb, 32pp) — a naked-eye guide
fo the cosmos, ilustrated with twelve monthly charts.
Robert Holdstock Gateof oy (7 Dec; £5.99 po) —

Book 4 of the ‘Serpentwar
New Riftwar’ novel to ie in with

It's one of those titles that won’t lie down,

book was welhzeceived, but not

mmmmlsuwmc Oct; £8.99 2b, 2xmc) — YA AB of the final volume in the
Tales from the Wyrd Museum

‘Stephen Lawhead The Iron Lance (@ 21 Sep: £16.93 hb, 493pp) — Fantasy, book 1 of The
Celtc Crusades triogy.

uncan The Making of The X-Files: Fight the Smﬁ'wﬂﬁam»ﬂruuauwsssm)
: Future (@ 10 Aug; £4.99 , 87pp L) — Copiously
; WA itusirated account of the fiming of e X-Files move, wmvmmmammuuwmcmmsm 1,696pp)
Stephen A. Donaldson “adapled for younger readers” which doesn’ prevent Y e
* K(HC: Oct £599 pb) a e wrter,about s J.R.R. Tolkien Aoverandom (HC: Oct £5.99 g, c128pp: .99 ab, 2umc) — Reader
o, and Derek Jacabi
whers Jows, the ltter K fo kike, and for the Ku Kiux J.R.R. Tolkien The Simariion (HC: Sep (R 1877): £13.93 hb, 304pp + S0pp of
Klan”. genealogy, index and appendix, il | — Tolkien's posthumous

edted by his son
cmmu ‘mmmnnmmmmswmumanmmmm
'100.00 and a set of

s pcsws for £1299,
J.R.R. Tolkien The. (
reacing by Martin Shaw in a git pack.
J. R.R. Tolkien Letters From Father
120ct, £4.99 hb, unpaginated il — Miniature

(7 S5x3cm) edition containing a selection from the full

Oct; £35.00 ab, 105

N Vidr The Star Miror (Thorsons: Oct £15.99

1 c22pi) —Nov ge i dainioga
andthe

phu\gummms Did just wre that? Yup, thats

what the blurb says

Chet Willamson The Crow: Clash by Night (2 Nov.

zsmm-mnmsuwmdsm

*C.S. mmmmumm Oct: £30 hb. ¢528pp.

— Its centenary time. and here's a new ediion in one volume of Lews's wonderful chidren’s

mMmmTVs«m
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Orio
Including Millennium, Phoenix, Weideneld, Dent, Everyman, Dolphin

First National Reserve Bank, protected by an impregnable i of st i Bm now
0 designed
It succeeds,
Slapbln King The Green e (Nov, £12.99 1, c472pp) —
hortor novel, frst published lastyear in monthly instaments.
Ray Kurzwell Th Futre (@ Jzn 99; £18.99 hb, c288pp) —

qule—vﬂium: refssue of SK's

Norvficton, plonkingly subitied

ORION

FSteve Aylett - @ Oct; £9.99 hb, ¢122pp)

The Crie Stuto."Saughtermatctakes you to1the fure, to amm Where tokil amanis \ess

amurder than amanerisn. Where i y

only culture s bit and

thing of dark beauty: he last book by Erkte Gamete”
FStephen Baxter Grey Hair(Milennium: © Jan 99; £1299 hb, c336pp) — First i the Mammotr

trlogy, this YA novel telsthe story ofthe mammaths from pre-istoryto the present and nto the

far fulure.

James Bibby Ronan's Revenge (Dec; £5.99 pb) — Comic fantasy.

James Buxton ity (Oct; £5.99 pb) — Dark fantasy.

David Bischott Alens: Genocide (Nov; £4.99

Wndsor Chorlton Cold Fusion (Jan 99; £16.99 hb, c356pp) — Crichton-style sf trler; in @ winiry

2061 world devasted by a meteorite impact ten years before, the race is on to find other

inhabitable planets.

Philippe Delerm The Small Pleasure of it (Phoenix: @ Nov: £5.99 hb, ¢112pp) —

essays about ice things, with 2 splendid blurb: ‘Proust meets The Litte Book of Caim
e Maggie Furey Spindrit (@ Nov; £3.50 pb, c112pp) — MF's second Web' YA st book. “With the

f the Sorceress, Cat fel all e tr . but with aliens n the Web

thereis a word oftrouble on the way for everyone.”

Jostein Gaarder Sophie’s World: The Board Game (@ Oct; £24.95+VAT) —

ages, picking up history and philosophy on the way.” Good grie.

Terry Goodkind Temple of the Winds (5 Oct; £6.99 pb, 786pp) — Fantasy,fourth in the ‘Sword of

Trdh series from the Mount Desert resident;the fitth, Soul of the Fir, will be out next Apri.

Meanwhile the first three are being reprinted:

Terry Goodkind Wizard's First Rule (5 Oct; £6.99 pb, 774pp+8pp preview)

Terry Goodkind Stons of Tears (5 Oct; £6.99 po, 1056pp)

Terry Goodkind Blood o the Fold (5 Oct; £6.99 pb, 638pp)

Py a

French

“Speed through the

Harry Harrison The Stainless Steel Rat Goes 1o the Circus (@ Nov: £16.99 hb, c256pp) — New
“Rat novel
Harry Harrison The Stainess Steel Rat Goes to Hel (Dec; £5.99 pb) —. . and th previous

one. The poor old Rat i looking a tad tred these days, sady.

David Hilman Century Makers (Weidenfeld: @ Oct; £16.99 hb, it i) =100 clver things
we ake for granted which have changed our ves over th last 100

PhilipKerr The Second Angel (@ Oct; £16.99 hb, c576pp) — Naicream . 206%: Furths o
mankind have a terminal vius, the only cure being a complete bood transfusion. Blood, therelore,
equals fe, andis quarded as such - on the moon” (oh dear - it seemed OK up uni tht) in the

P ol Way we Work,Live and Think in the 21st

Century’. Includes a CD-ROM containing examples of ineligent software.

FcJames Lovegrove Computopia (@ Nov; £3.50 pb, c112pp) —Lsfirst Web' YA sf book.
“Jery' father is settin up a rival Web system. But Jery is worried he has been hoodvinked
by is business partnerinto a venture which holds danger for everyone.”

Stan Nicholls Bodyguard of Lighining (@ Jan 99; £9.99 hb, c288pp) — Fantasy, delayed
ffom October and the first volume of the ‘Orcs' series which elsthe sory of fanasy's
tradtional enemy fo the first tme. For Sryke and isfellow Orcs the artival of man has seen
the end of their world. But now t s time for ol of their
destiny and fght for a future forthem and all Orcs.”
(© Jan 99;£6.99 b, c384pp i

debut fanasy from a new 23-year-oid wrier,this i lkene t Clive Barker and lan Barks
Steve Pery Alens: Female War (Nov; 4.9 pb)
Steve Perry Aliens Omnibus (Nov; £4 99 pb)
Guniher Sachs The Astokay F(© Ot £16.9 1 3 L) —Nut ook ciing

etween beha

o
e Alison Sinclair Cavalcace (@ Oct; m 99 hb. c320pp) — S phigtdilisn Legacies.
uch delayed.“Haing aken paninaton o vl 03 et wor e asenbled

ke edifice. No one meels them, andit
seems that the ship sel i the alen. Only one woman s wise enough or mad enough to
believe that communication i possible,or desirable.
Alison Sinclai Legacies (5 Oct; £6.99 b, 414pp45pp glossary) >ul 95 Aug 96
Alon Sinli Bt 5 0t 5. b, 4gp)— R, dlyd o Aot o

novels from a former L Y researcher now
siqun medicine at the University of Calgary in Canwa >Mar97

lan Stewart The Magical Maze (Phoenix: Dec; £7.99 1p)

lan Stewart Nature's Numbers (Phoenix: Dec; £6 99 tp) — Two pop-maths books from the

fine popularier.

Christan Teubner The Chocolate Bible (Weidenfeld: @ Jan 93; £20.00 . in al
senses)) — Look, | know my market. Any book about chocolate, cats, beer of mushooms
gets in here, OK?

Keith Tutt Unexplained Natural Phenomen (Nov; £6.99 pb)

Various The Future Now (Weidenfeld: Nov; £20.00 hb, c416pp) — One-volume edifon of

‘an excellent
saith J. G. Ballard. Contributors include John Gribbin, Robert Winston.

WE'VE PUBLISHED
FICTION B
BRIAN STABLEFORD
IAN MCDONALD
ANNE MCCAFFREY
NORMAN SPINRAD
COLIN GREENLAND
GILL ALDERMAN
HUGH COOK

Addrcsr 2 Post Road, Lusk,
Co. Dublin, Ireland

:
i
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Mark Anthony Debut fantasy, Book One

e b Extigh: O | o, 0959) —
of The Last Rune. appears o be rather Cive Barkerish

e Jonathan Cape
ff o =
@ ng &=

— Anthology 1997 Babylon York
st i sy e st o o Pt s

Mike Ashley (ed) Royal Whodunnits (Raven: OFissfswwmpp)—md include EJ & FMon

Y anthoioges Sawyer onL ‘and essays on such
murder and mystery”. by the Future: Tmmpf “l“is‘ﬁv-tw
assocated i st sunmmmnusmm o - and Ettcs” Avatabe for 510
K.V. Bailey The Vorsces of James, Dept of History, Universty of
Sepnmpnzw mmssxssvu«;-s«mmammmnm Readng Whtelights. Reading, RGS 6AA. Cheques payatiefo-Science Ficton
0 you from the! Foundation’. See also hp:/www.dg.ac uk'~

and Wels. MMWV&[MMO&WK V. Bailey) from 1 Val de Mer, Nﬂ'nev
Channel Isiands, GYS 3YR.
‘Trevor Baxendale Dr Who: The Janus Conjunction (BBC: 0504 El?QPﬂ)*

-hsjamse/babylon him
Jones & Kim Newman (eds) Horor. mvmmm(wsw Aug;
$11.95 tp, 366pp)
by Ramsey Campbell. C:

King, Praichet 2

Doctor and Sam get pecular star nmmmngapageusammu(ammmmmesewmmmmuwny
SV“"' wdwh in1982

o e e O e i U
g many dagon'b ks, bt i el gt urde my skin The

cdtaandig, She mises ol o il ‘Jpn:-x :;I;lmsahy»on 5 Seasan By Season #5: The WheelofFire (Boxtree: © Sep; 799

1o reading the sequel, Dragon and Phoeni” (which vil follow in 1999),
n-y Bndhury Driving Bind (Earthight 5 Oct; £5.99 pb) — New col. from one of the Great

n.y Brldbury The omoermm (Earhight: 5 Oct (R 1955); £5.99 pb) — Reissue of
one of RB's bt sory colect

*mevnum Komar(Eamhw © 5 Oct: £5.99 pb) — M'Wesvrﬁww

*Gﬂﬂmﬂkmhleﬂl MWWMMMNB&?MSFH(HW 0290(1 ﬂ”

mlmioyy the best ! from 1997.

Berdord & Efsabeth Malare, Alan Bremet. Egan (2), Carolyn Ives Giman, Hamiton, Ings,

McAuley,lan McDonad,fan R
Reynolds, Wilkam

Sanders, Siverberg, Stabieford, Swamwick, Waidrap, Sean Wiliams & Smon Brown, and

Waher Jon Williams. mmmmwmummumam GD's

if you only buy one
mwmoﬂ\hsyw \ftslsﬂvememgﬂu
Christopher Fowler Soho Biack (Warner: @ Aug: £6.99 pb) — Yneam«i)meus
it Pat Cadgan fve in London dark fantasy ! comedy
thrillers. &yamannlhy(my
ditressing? You try wiiing ‘match’ jokes, or
strking prose style, o

PotrHarng WﬁsnlMus(Sww O 1055 :\smn 2520p) — Yet another
eprintanth.of Josh

Jorome.Jerome, L Frank Baun, Ben Travers, cnmm« Ve, Twae, Thuber
cuting

Richard Hanley (s Data Human? The Metaphysics of Sta Trek (Boxtree: @ Sep; £12.99
b, 253pp) — (Shurely ‘Are Data Human?) Pop ‘science’ cashi by an Australian acadermic
Charles L. Hamess An Omament to His Profession (NESFA: © Aug; 25 hb, 537pp) —
Edted by Priscila Olsen, foreword by David G. Hartwel, atervord by George Zebrowski
Col. ofthe best of CLH marking 50 years sincehisfrst st stry

Kathicen Margaret Lant & Theresa Thompsan (ecs) Imagining the Worst: Stephen King
and the Representation of Women (Greenwood: @ Dec; £43 95 hb; ISBN 0-313-30232-4)
= Emys ‘exploring SK's poﬂmyal offemale characters, the association of female with

Press: @

UmllK LeGuin ed) T20
ua,

Tt o et hr e Agparenty she's sipped ol he sexst herarchical

forune-cookie

wwmrma:mmesaomusmmm)—smwm
Risco, this is 2 col. of ML best short

ﬁomnuynmrmurmhumsc ©50ct:£4.99 po) —Yes. e

Doctor meets Jack the Ripper in 2 novel called Matixco-writen by one of The Archers
cast. Do you really need any other recommendation?

Anne Rice The Vampre Amand (Chatto & Windus: @ Oct: £16.99 ho. 388pp) — New
novel in the Vampre

Scott Siegel (ed) Taies From Tethedri (Del Rey Aug $6 93 pb. 234pp) — Shared-word
anth. bult around a story by R. A Savatore: contributors include most o the TSR

‘Dragonlance’ authors.
MWWWW(HMWQSS Sql E1 LSw)—Ssmnﬂ

early wurk Brian Stabieford.

SWIS!"I! )cnnmrasemmmpm qu £ Ww)— .. andthis one
‘covers American he 70s to

from 4 Nowell Ham Alm Hmﬁﬂd HDS' BFB

James Stoddard The High Hawe (Earhight © 1 Dec, £5.99 pb) — Debut fanlasy

a
This is. ‘|nr all connoisseurs. M high ﬂmasy and \mngmalmn ‘according to Greu Bear,
there's also a recommendation from Diane Duane
Jon Wagner & Jan Lundeen Deep and Slm Time: Star Trek in the American
Mythos (Greenwood: © Oct £22.50 hb, c280pp; ISBN 0-275-96225-3) — ‘Examines for
the frsttime n booklengt y ways Star

i this might

Richard A. Hauptmann The work of Jack Wilamson: A raphy

© Aug;§17 b, 185pp) — Foreword by Fred Pot, aterword by MWis

one of the idsst s wrters sl working, an this book - just what f says t s - marks the
70t () anniversary of Infact, in December

sy by i - where e st one appeared 1928

0 Aug.
£10991p, nnpyl)—sﬁgsmmmmmmanmwmmuamwm
phenomena.

The Ars of Falcorvie & Hawking: A Begginers Gude (@ Sep?. £350 A5
w 48pp) — Smal press Discword spinofwith “distressed fonts and speling’ accordingto

Ansbe. proceeds Qoo conventon chiries. Avaiablefrom, er, Dave Hodges
(realy), 68 Gotch Rd, Barton Seagrave. Ketienng. NN15 5UQ. Aargh!

*s-nwuunlmnpwu- The Tall

tmmmamw

clearly as a culture.”

Adventurer: The Works of € C. Tubb
(Beccon Publications: @ 27 Aug: €121,
200pp; ISEN 1-670824-32.6) — Detaied
bibéography of E. . Tubb, covering al
bnown etigs, pansiaons e At

rom Beccon Publications. 75 Rossiyn Ave
nwdwm Esser, AM3 0RG: 2dd 759

DavidJ. mlswmmam The o
Oct,£8.99 1p, 557pp) — Delay se of son problems wih
the fst printing; mmnmmuammmm »rsm,usm
opwdeg-de-'“

of the mﬂnspm

Scaring
(Chatio & Windus: @ Nov; £25 hb,

435pp) — MW continues her Carterish
exploraton ofthe fantastc, hemmmg

|meaﬁ!mﬂnm(nwil Wlmm!xmpﬁon msmmmmm
away a great deal o s ek
andan index

10 the already large page
count, but still
James . laccino Jungian Reflectons Witin the Cinema: A Psychological Anlysi of Sc-Fi
and Fantasy Archetypes (Gresnwood: @ Jun; £47.95 hb, c280pp: ISBN 0-275-95048-4) —
Explores he relevance of Jungian theory as  applies 0, horror and fantasy cinema”.
cEdward James & Farah Mendlesohn (eds) The Pariament of Dreams: Conferring on
Babylon 5 (SF Foundation; @ Aug; £9 (but sse below) pb, 17841V pp; ISBN 07049-11922)

works of art and fcton;  passes.
{rom mythology through new tech-
ology and ends with an examination
of the many meanings ana:m to
bananas, A culural fea: d
Michael White Supcrscmw 4Eamngm © Jan 9, £999) —
Norvfiction from the ex-Thi

paranormal fom afen abducton o bl
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Season
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,c;e_s‘nc‘é fic- g HUII

hey have held
HE Huu SF Grour was
v aunched on 18th Ot
luminaries a5 Pat Cadigan, Graham Joy hipreiite.,
Greenland. This October i rated their "square pub. On 17th October 1998 it

convened to celebrate its tenth

Y
root centenary” with Steve Gallagher, Colin Greenland smivensay Iy themos gheieplos
(again), assorted pundits and an alien cake... iRt el

House. Among the members who
had lasted from the first year to the

TR ] present were Julie Venner, lan
COUN PRESENTS Bell, Carol Ann Kerry-Green,

MIKE CROSS Dave Roberts, Andrew Butler
WITH LIFE MEMBERSHIP & and Dilys Jones

OF THE BSEA | i The event kicked off with an
introduction and a history of the
group. Steve Gallagher, who
was instrumental in setting up a
forerunner of HSFG during his
student days in Hull, spoke of
this connection and then of his
career, leading to directing his
book OKTOBER as a TV serial
this year

After a buffet lunch, Colin
Greenland read from one of his own short stories and Andy
Sawyer entertained the audience with readings from the Golden
Age Classic Susie Saucer and Ronnie Rocket.

A cake which represented ten years of HSFG with ten edible
aliens was cut and Mike Cross was ceremonially presented with
life membership of the British Science Fiction Association for his
BSFA index on http: //www.mjckeh. demon. co. uk
topbsfa. htm (Mike later wrote movingly of his delight at this
recogpition).

The formal proceedings ended with a reading from Andy
Sawyer from an unfinished and unpublished sequel to The
Midwich Cuckoos from the John Wyndham archive at the
Foundation library and a talk by Andrew Butler on Philip K Dick,
but the celebrations continued with a splendid meal at a
Malaysian restaurant and a Hull of a good time was had by all

COLIN SEEMS
TO PREFER
READING

BUT STEVE G LOOKS SURPRISED
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\ans started writing about Doctor Who almost as soon as it began. Doctor

Who is, of course, one of the best loved and most enduring science-fiction

television series ever made by the BBC. It first started transmitting on 23
November 1963 and went on to enjoy an unbroken run of seasons and stories
up until late 1989 when the BBC decided to cancel the series. Since then there
has been a single American-co-funded television film but nothing else.

Some of the earliest fan criticism can be found in general sf fanzines of the
time. For example, the first ‘Dalek story, “The Mutants”, came under scrutiny
ina 1964 sf review zine, and science fiction fans found that the Doctor's weekly
adventures made 2 good counterpart to reading and reviewing the latest
science fiction novels, which included, according to John Clute’s lustrated
Encyclopedia of Science Fiction: ] G Ballard’s The Drought, Philip K. Dick's The
Man in the High Castle, Clifford D. Simak's Way Station, Frank Herbert's Dune,
Andre Norton's Witch World, and other works from Roger Zelazny, Robert
Heinlein and James Blish.

o

The first organised fan group directly associated with the show came into
being only two years after it had started, when a young fan living in
Stoke-on-Trent started fo put together and mail out to subscribers an A4
duplicated newsletter containing information on the show’s stars and details of
forthcoming television stories. At the time that the first actor to play the Doctor,
William Hartnell, left the show, this organisation changed its name from the
William (Dector Who) Hartnell Fan Club to the Official Doctor Wh Fan Club and
it then continued operating throughout the Patrick Troughton era of the show
(1966-1969) before grinding to a halt around 1971

Towards the end of 1971, however, another fan of the series, Keith Miller,
wrote to the BBC asking about a fan club. As the previous club was inactive at
the time, he decided to start and run one of his own and the Doctor Who Fan
Club came into being. Miller published numerous newsletters, as well as an
irregular magazine, but on the whole there was not much else. Jon Pertwee,
playing the third Doctor at the time, enjoyed a fan club of his own, which also
published a news magazine, but it wasn't until 1976 that Doctor Who fandom
really took off in a big way.

This was due to the formation in that year of the Doctor Who Appreciation
Society, or DWAS - which still exists to this day - and an explosion in the
number of fanzines available for fans to buy. Indeed, in the early eighties the
DWAS newsletter had to split the fanzine advertisements off into a separate
four- to eight-page supplement as they were swamping the content of the rest
of the newsletter.

Al of this background is by way of trying to explain why myself and
Stephen James Walker wanted to bring together some of the wealth of fan-
writing and commentary on Doctor Who and present it to a new audience, many
of whom were not even born at the time the original fanzines were being
published.

My own interest in Doctor Who started around 1974 - coincidentally the same
time that Tom Baker took over the lead role - although I can remember
watching it as early as 1966 when [ was five years old. I joined the fledgeling
Dector Who Appreciation Society in late 1976 and started my own fanzine in

david j. howe

July 1977. 1 felt that I had something to say, that my interests - at the time in the
Doctor Who monsters and the numerous Target novelisations being published —
were not being catered for by the DWAS newsletter (called Celestial Toyroom
after a sixties episode) or magazine (called TARDIS for reasons which may be
obvious). My fanzine, Oracle, ran for 36 issues and was published more or less
monthly,

Ever since then | have been involved in Doctor Who fandom in one way or
another. [ ran the DWAS reference department for several years in the early
eighties, and collected as many fanzines as I could - and there were hundreds
of them. Mostly A5 photocopied affairs, they contained articles, interviews,
reviews, pictures, comic strips, photographs, artwork anything and
everything went as far as the fanzines were concerned. Some were serious,
others treated Doctor Who as a springboard to discuss television fantasy as a
whole, yet others treated the whole thing with disdain and sought to put down
and criticise anything that was perceived as being popular or worthy.

My first foray into the professional world of Doctor Who came about in 1991,
when, almost as a direct result of publishing 24 quarterly issues of my second
fanzine The Frame with two friends, Stephen James Walker and Mark Stammers,
we were commissioned by W. H. Allen ~ soon to be taken over by Virgin
Publishing - to write the first of a proposed three-book series looking at the
background history of the show. Doctor Who: The Sixties was and still is a book I
am very proud of. Hot on the heels of that came a commission to start another
series, this time a sequence of paperback ‘handbooks’ to the show, one per
Doctor. This autumn sees the publication of the final such book, looking at the
eras of the seventh and eighth Doctors.

between I have authored or co-authored nearly twenty other non-fiction
titles connected with the show. The depth and range of information covered in
each book has varied, and the research has ranged from interviewing just about
everyone involved with the show to sifting through piles of musty paperwork
at the BBC's written archive centre,

One thing that I had never done, however, was a programme guide to the
show. The reason for this was simple  there was one already, and as W. H
Allen had published it back in 1981 they were not about to publish another.
However, when in May 1995 a decision was made by the BBC not to renew
Virgin's licence to publish the series of original novels which had been running
since 1991, and instead for the BBC to take over the range, I realised that finally
I might have the opportunity to do the ultimate Dactor Who programme guide.
A book that was informed by all the in-depth research that had gone on into the
show over the years, but which also pulled in some of the wealth of comment
that had appeared in the short-run and for the most part long-forgotten
fanzines.



‘Therefore | joined forces with my writing colleague Stephen James
Walker, and set to outlining the sort of book we wanted to see.

What we have ended up with is, as is every book to some extent, a
mmpmmlse between our ideal book and what we could pnmauy

page-length and
editor at the BBC. What we hope we have achieved is a single book
which encapsulates all that is good and bad about the show. It has a
sound and accurate base, and upon that we built a commentary using
many quotes from the aforementioned fanzines, and also press reviews
and comments culled from the BBC's own Audience Research reports
over the years.

What quickly becomes apparent when looking at Dactor Who fanzines.
is the sheer number of talented people who cut their teeth either editing
or writing for them. People who, twenty five years ago, were wniting
reviews of then-current Doctor Who are today editing professionally
published news-stand genre titles, or are novelists, doctors, professors
or other academics. Others moved into television and film and are
working as programme or script editors, or even running their own
production companies.

A great many of the authors of the various ranges of original Doctor
Who fiction published professionally by Virgin and the BBC cut their
teeth in the fanzines. In some cases their novels have been based on
pieces of fan fiction published years earlier, while others are wholly
ongmnal

It was something of a dilemma to decide what to keep and what to
discard from thirty-five years of fan writing in our selections for The
Teleusion Companion. Unfortunately, legally we could only use small
extracts from any one piece (anything more would have meant that we
would have had to have sought permission from the authors - an
impossible task given the sheer number of things we would have
wanted to use and the relative obscurity of some of the titles and
authors) and so we restricted ourselves to pertinent quotes which
backed up opinions, or examples of particularly fine thought and
analysis, or original takes on the show; items which kicked against
oft-stated tions and which presented something fresh.

All of this material was sifted and edited until we ended up with
roughly 1,000 words per Dactor Who story, summarising the good and
the bad aspects of each adventure, We feel quite strongly that, like most
television, Doctor Who was seldom all good or all bad, and wanted to
point out this fact, and also to highlight that even the most critically
reviled adventures can have elements of greatness, if you know where
to look.

Of course we could have written these sections of the book wholly
ourselves, but then it would have just been our opinions - two people —
as opposed to a selection of views both contemporary and more recent.

We felt that it was important to keep it broad, and hopefully the result
1s both mteresting and eye-oj
As this was also a programme guide, we ended the book with the
hope that one day there might be some more episodes of the show
made, and that we might be in the happy position of issuing a revised
edition. As | write there s still talk about the BBC collaborating with a
hlm im company about a feature based on the show. The producer of the
99 television movie has indicated that his production was a “one
mumuyo«u but has not elaborated further as he is currently
wnrkmgonl\sawnbookaboullhcsmwhenudewhqunmmenl
the problems he encountered will be revealed.

Whatever the future holds for Doctor Who, one thing 1s certain. It 1s
one of the most flexible and adaptable formats for a TV series ever
developed. We have seen other shows come and go which tried to tap
into the concepts that made Doctor Who great: Quantum Leap, Sliders
and even Buffy the Vampire Slaer all contain recognisable elements of
the Doctor Who format. In a climate at the end of the 20 century where
our creative talents constantly look to the past to try to capture a theme
for the present, it seems inconceivable that Doctor Who will never
retum.

—© David | Howe 1998
http://honepages.which. net/~hove/
howegwhich. net
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‘THE THIRTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
romusmmmmmumcnm-w
bunde of goodes.

Doctor Who: The Television c«w {David J Howe and Stephen
JamesWalker) - oficil

Decke From A to Z (Gary suun) hematc arices looking at al aspects of
Doctor Whos The Ice Wariors - special double-ape video rlease. The first tape
cortains episodes 1.45 and 6 of the Patrick Troughton story “The Ice Warrirs™
‘which has been emastered and cieaned up. The second tape cantans  special

and episodes which no longer exist in thexr entirety. The package also includes a
CD containing the orignal soundirack for episodes 2 and three of “The Ice.
Warmors”.

Doctor Who: ty Parkin)

celebrate the anniversary.

FURTHER READING
For further information about Doctor Who, seek out the f
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« Last issue Joseph Nicholas questioned

the role of Focus and whether the BSFA
should be doing a writers' magazine:
Angela Shackleton Hill
109 Hucknall Avenue, Ashgate,
Chestertield, S40 482
| waire sf and am a (published) author
who subscribes to an Orbiter. | have only

media sf and

it often carries some good articles and

useful advice for unpublished wannabee
writers such as myself. | have also shown
copies to non-BSFA, non-sf writing
friends who have also found it useful,
interesting and amusing. (Declared
interest, | have had pieces in Focus but
I've also been rejected.)

limited enthusiasm for anime, film sf, 1am somewhat unconvinced about
d any | any BSFA publi
because m are plenty ot olnev fiction

attention paid to these in a BSFA
publication to be “an inappropriate use of
the BSFA's resources’”.

Can't you tell I'm taking the piss? (=2

Wayne Stamford | Dty

31 Adderwell Road, Frome, Somerset,
BA11 INJ
IF Joseph Nicholas cares to look at the
cover of Focus - yes, it is not even nece-
ssary 1o open the contemptible thing! —
MwiscémmﬁmeBSFAms

intended as a forum for members who

outlets, BSFA publication seems a bit of
acop out, but I'm not too worried. If some-
one is willing to take on editorial responsi-
iity then they have to be allowed, within
the limits of BSFA Articles, law and
decency. fo develop the publications as
they see fit. The question of what the
BSFA should do now is a topic that
needs some debate but. | think. as long
as it remains a completely voluntary
‘organisation change will be difficult.

PS Why did we get two Matrixes in
one mailing? | saw no explanation, so far.
Pemapslsl'mlddleckme*websne

write, not - as Mr -
“how-to’ for the etemally

I'm not trying to make out that Focus
is exactly a showcase of fiction, though -
although issue 33 was far from shabby in
that department. But it seems implicit in
the attitude of those who declare that
they never bother opening the magazine
that they don't believe that a story
published there could be of any interest
to them, anyway. A real spur to
excellence that is!

Perhaps the acid test is whether the
successful writers amongst us find
something of interest there. If not, that
might be the time to wonder about its
future. Until that day, leave well alone. =1

Phillip Rose
22 West End Lane, Pinner, Middx., HAS
A

« There was a notice on the website, and
indeed on page 2 of Matrix 133 (though
rather tucked away, admittedly!).

+ The argument over Starship Troopers
continues:
Mike Browne

5 Flanders Road, Chiswick, London, W4

NG
May I, as a new member, enter the
correspondence on Starship Troopers,
despite not having read the previous
comments. | first read Starship Troopers
when | was about 13 or 14 in the early
1960s. It's @ book that’s impossible to
strip from its historical context; World
War 2 was a fairly recent event for all
adults, Vietnam was an obscure country
in geography lessons, | used to play at

TAQ | soldiers in bombsites and wentto an

JosepH Nicholas has a point about Focus;
but perhaps some BSFA members enjoy
it. Why not follow the example of many
corporations that offer their shareholders
the option not to receive Annual Reports?
| for one would gladly agree not to re-
ceive Focus in the knowledge that a few
trees gained a lease of life!

On a separate note, seeing Joseph
Nicholas's name reminded me of the
superb reviews he used to write for
Paperback Inferno. Why not do a once-a-
year BSFA Publications Retrospective:
the best bits from ten years ago, twenty

upmarket grammar school that drilled into
us that we would have to fight and win
the next world war. Heinlein originally
wrote the book as part of his 1950s
juvenile series, and it latched on to the
fears, insecurities and expectations of my
juvenile generation, so effectively.

In his book Expanded Universe,
Heinlein makes it clear that the vote
could only be won by volunteering fr
government service, and only a small
minority of volunteers would end up in
‘military service, a point made clear by the
recruiting sergeant, afthough we leamn

army, trained and equipped for
interstellar war. The society postulated
only makes sense if the threat is
continual and can only hold together
under a continual threat, which as far as
the book tells us didn't exist.
Yes, | very well remember how the
ideas of power, order and battle
appealed to me as a 13-year-old.
Thinking back, it's quite alarming. =2
Theo Ross.
W
Aoy Butler's graceful response
May letter must be the nicest way M

But that idea will not be found in Starship
Troopers. To spare him too the pain of
re-reading it, | quote again (NEL
paperback 1970): “When a boy, or a gir,
reaches his or her eighteenth birthday.
he or she can volunteer and nobody else
has any say in the matter.” (Rico to
reader, p24.) . .. if you want o serve
and| can't talk you out of it, then we have
1o take you, because that's your
constitutional right. It says that
everybody, male or female, shall have his
born right to pay his service and assume
full citizenship . . . (Recruiting sergeant
fo Rico, p29.) *. . . we neverfail anyone™
~ Le. on medical grounds, on

: again.
volunteering - “The law doesn't permit us

to.[... ] if you came in here in a
wheel-chair and blind in both eyes and
were silly enough to insist on voting, they
would find something silly enough to
match.” (Civilian doctor at recruiting
station to Rico, p31.) *, . . we have
democracy unlimited by race, color,
creed, birth, wealth, sex, or conviction,
and anyone may win sovereign power by
anormally short and not too arduous
term of service Lecturer at Officer
Candidate School, p156.) Point made?
My first letter (with due respect to our
Editor) was not intended as a dig at
Andy, nor is this a dig at Dave. If
someone wants to fell us that he finds a
book offensive, good luck to him. But if
someone writes ~ here in a publication of
the BSFA - that a book says something
that it doesn't, they're doing an injustice
‘both to the author and to any potential
reader who, on the basis of this
falsehood, may reject unread a book
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- but | shall practice cackling and crying
out “Cower, minion!”

More pertinently, though, we are not
licensing Robert Jordan's books to
Peanut Press to distribute in Palm
Pilot-readable form, nor did Peanut Press
ever think we were; that was a weird
| misunderstanding that got onto the nets
somehow. We're licensing several other
books to them and to other entrepeneurs
in the infant e-text business, though.

Stan Nicholls
stannichollsglineone.net
'Maxy thanks for mentioning my book
Bodyguard of Lightningin Matrix 132s
“Scribble’s. You weren't to know
(because the publisher missed telling
everybody) that the book has been
| re-scheduled, and is now due to appear
next February. This is because Orion are
their Millennium imprint at
that time, with my book and the first o
Sm Baxter's ‘Mammoth' trilogy as lead

Bulmepiug:ssnlnu:haweua!m
&

colingplenty. cix.co.uk
A SHAME you couldn't get to
Noach's party for the faunch of Mother of
Plenty. It was brilliant. | had a terrific
time, of course, and so did
else, more to the point. The report in
Matrix 133 made me enjoy it all over

A few hyperspace gremiins seem to
have crept in, though, so | thought |
should point at them and shout loudly,
Justin case of misunderstandings
muliplying.

Maggie has only one child, the svelte
and glamorous Sophie. The other wine
waiter was Jon Courtenay Grimwood's
son James. A brilliant job they both made
of it too.

The Voyager editor is Jim Rickards,
not Richards.

Sean Flinn is a lovely man, and an
ace bookseller (and no, we don't say that
about all the booksellers . . .), but | didn't
claim he was “the saviour of British
fantasy”, amd nor did anyone else, as far
as | know. That is something Neil
Gaiman has been heard to call Susanna
Clarke. | don't know quite how it got into
Julie's notebook — from me, probably, in
the mood for exuberant indiscretions ~
MImnyw:egomgmperpemmm
‘we should probab!y make sure it gets

years ago etc.? Surely this would be an | it of what the others do. But this aspect | Which they might have enjoyed and reapplied in the i
z'emrfmmwdmnnngm of the society described was totall lost W’“ﬂsmmm'mu;':" Oh, mmmnﬁsnr:amﬁ‘g:hms
on me in those days and disappears aons: opiion = (gorgeous painting all the way is
Finaly, what about aproject o putal | el nte fim. 1 he book s gven 2 xmwm%—nsm g | home in Badrdon-Avon,not Satfrd.
previous BSFA publications on-ine? As | closer reading than a 13-year-old wil was 2 good and wise man, and | Well it Gid get quite noisy that evening
well as an interesting perspective onthe | give it (certainly me) then of course Rico " f We retumed o some of the values | ;
BSFA's evolution, Idthink it a useful andi becase | A ;Sﬁnw gty A
research resource, and there mustbe | he's failed at everything else. would be a happier piace. Be Jon Courtenay Grimwood
enough o M'::?S When | re-read the book in my early | Drave! Risk offence and read ! = )mhuﬂ:npy.amn.:o.uk
an avalanche of letters: no more 20s, it struck me strongly that it was. ‘Green and Plenty ~my son
from unloved Matrix editors. =3 flogical: the human race has been at + Some corrections and ciarifcations. James wouid just ke to point ou he's
nayGny paaeelmalmmgermmbeﬂm Patrick Nielsen Hayden not Maggie's (son, that s . . !). | just hire
e (andwe - gh’p:xx,cm him out occasionally - child siave labour
Fomsyeﬂornaythmamwn Peverleam much about how that [Wm"lmrmvw‘”‘&m -lupwl'mnhu\mmms.cms
interesting so I'm allfor keeping it | think | happened) yet there was a navy and included!

last time | looked, about five minutes ago

+ Apologes to all!

9661290 1 ot - ]
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ICHA AND AERCULLS

WARRIOR PRINC

Vi couple of sibling programmes about a world where

visions of ropy old B-movies featuring the likes of Steve Reeves and

Amold Schwarzenegger. The Hercules tv series featuring Kevin Sorbo
rises surprisingly high above such dross. For one thing, the muscle-bound
central hero is played by an actor, not by a plank of wood - Sorbo shows a
remarkable range of acting skills in the series, as does Lucy Lawless in the sister
show, as will be seen shortly.

Hercules is the product of Sam Raimi's Renaissance Pictures tv studios. Raimi
is most famous for the low budget, but highly imaginative, black-comedy
horror flicks now known as The Evil Dead Trilogy. (The star of those films, Bruce
Campbell, appears periodically in Hercules and Xena as Autolycus, the Errol
Flynn- / Robin Hood-like criminal genius known as The King Of Thieves)
‘Renaissance’ is a word that conjures

Tus mention of Hercules (subtitled The Legendary Journeys) conjures up

arthur chappell

What possible interest can Humanists Find in a

qods not only exist but interact directly with

wuman beings? The answer is lots ...

gods shows throughout his adventures, and in many ways, shows us why we
should have no place for gods in our lives. Hercules proves to be very
educational viewing for Humanists.

In Hercules And The Circle Of Fire, one of the five feature films made to launch
the series and its truly spectacular CGI effects and sense of costume,
Prometheus is trapped in a pillar of ice for his defence of humanity against the
wishes of the Olympian hierarchy of Gods. Humanity slowly loses the secret of
fire (given to us by Prometheus), and the world grows dark and cold. Hercules
enlists his father's help and sets off to rescue Prometheus, but even his father
wants to stop him. At first Hercules suspects his father is as evil as Hera (the
cause of the crisis), but Zeus ~ Anthony Quinn reprising his Zorba The Greek role
and loving it for every moment he's on screen as the womanising dirty old
codger ~ is actually protecting

up a sense of historical tradition for
Humanists, and that tradition per-
‘meates the adventures of Hercules
and his female counterpart. It was
during the Renaissance in the 15th
century that Christian artists became
influenced by Greek and Roman art,
history, philosophy and myth
Before this time, much Greek art had
been destroyed as pagan and
superstitious. During the Renai-
ssance, such traditions were revived
with 2 vengeance. As Greek and
Roman artists were as fascinated by
human form and depiction of
people in motion, the Renaissance
also saw the birth of the Humanities.
It was suddenly in vogue to cele-
brate the lives of ordinary people as
well as notaries, priests, and Biblical
heroes. Raimi's studios being called
‘Renaissance’ is therefore extremely
apt

Hercules is a familiar figure to us all; the half-human demi-god is one of the
great archetypal heroes whose twelve labours thrilled many of my childhood
imaginings. Half-human heroes are also common in sf television, most notably
from the day Spock, the Vulcan logical non-emotional hero of Star Trek,
revealed that he had a human side and had to suppress his feelings. Film
makers and tv producers are nervous of making the heroic (rather than the evil)
aliens too remote from any human identity. This was to result in even British
television's Doctor Who being revealed as half human in his final televised
adventure to date. If ET could be all alien and still loved by us, why not other
aliens? Why have to make them all ‘a bit human’ to make us empathise with
them? Hercules has a stronger right than most sf heroes to be half human, as of
course he was made such by Homer and other writers long before sf was
dreamed of. (That's if you reject the idea of The Odyssey being a proto-sf novel
inits own right, which I don't)

Spawned by Zeus, who had a habit of seducing mortal women, Hercules
grows up exasperated by the lack of contact with his father and his illegitimate
Status His step-mother Hera, insane with jealousy, wants Hercules dead, and
his father never calls round to offer any fatherly advise. As a result, Hercules
renounces his divine strength and tries to be a human. His contempt for the

Hercules, whose half-God
status makes him likely to be
killed by some of Hera's traps
on the quest

Prometheus is of course an
excellent role model for
Humanists, in being more for
humanity than pro-God
despite being a God, but we
see little of him in the episodes
he features in. In many ways it
is Hercules who takes on the
characteristic ~ defiance ~ we
normally associate with Prometheus. Hercules marries a woman, and raises a
family. His heroics and his need to do good for everyone means invariable
separation from domestic duties and enforces his human qualities time and
time again over his physical strength and cunning, He often outwits opponents
rather than thumping them anyway. When the series (Hercules) began in
eamnest, Anthony Quinn dropped out, and the family Hercules acquires as his
own in the films are killed off by Hera, literally in the opening episode, “The
Wrong Path”. This leads Hercules to a literal war against the gods as he
rampages round trashing Hera's temples. Until a human woman shows him
the futility of mindless violence and he starts being a champion for all mortals
once again. Temple sacrifices being stopped are a common theme in Hercules
(and Xena), arguing consistently against the idea of humans being insignificant
compared to divine entities.

In the ninth episode of Hercules, the Warrior Princess Xena makes her first
appearance, as a cruel and beautiful warrior who seduces Hercules's best
friend lolaus, a regular character in the adventures, played by Michael Hurst
(who seems to get better fight scenes than Sorbo ever does). [olaus is seduced
by her into killing Hercules. He almost does, and Xena also comes across as a
match for the demi-god.




The success of the Xena episode prompted a call for her to get her own
series, which quickly wént into production. Her interest for many male view-
ers 1s easily understandable. Lucy Lawless (already seen in Hercules i other
roles) is a truly beautiful woman, so dressing her in dominatrix leather short
skirt and revealing leather top, complete with leather boots, a sword and a
whip, was enough to drive the male audiences wild. In fact Xena also has an
intense following in the American lesbian community, of which more later.

The producers had one problem in making the Xena senes. Xena is an
utterly evil character, but in a specilly teaser episode of Hercules,
“The Gauntlet”, she is made to have a change of heart. By the time her own
series began, she was a hero, albeit a darker, more melancholy figure than
her male counterpart. We never doubt that Hercules will come through and
win, but Xena often fails and struggles to come to terms with her mistakes.
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lcarus, the boy who flew too close to the sun is already dead as a result of his
folly. Similarly, Midas 1s cured of his golden touch problem. The stories often
evoke the idea of Hercules and Xena living at the close of an era, the
gotterdammerung of Greek myth. Gabrielle meets Homer, the blind poet
who wrote The Oddessy. Xena participates in the last days of the Trojan War.
sees the horse, and meets Helen of Troy. By this ime the events, if they are to
be believed true, were largely over and done with

Jason, for mstance, 1s an older, battle-weary figure, reliving his Argonaut
adventures. In one episode, the skeletons Ray Harryhausen created for the
film, Jason & The Argonauts, retum, though Renaissance Pictures CGI SFX
(impressive as they are) are no match for the old film’s stunning effects on
the skeletons. At times, the Renaissance effects are astonishing, with huge
hydra monsters and serpents, but it is often the simple costume creatures

Tn America, lesbians now celebrate Xena day. And why not?

000000000000 00000
Her evil past is made constantly to haunt her. She has dangerous,
unpredictable qualities and still relishes a fight against the odds. She takes
out whole male armies and enjoys doing it. I's no wonder women like her so
much, as she beats so many macho sexist pigs senseless and kills those who
would use women in a more overtly abusive manner,

While Hercules has close friends like lolaus, we never doubt that they are
just good mates and buddies. Xena has a more regular travelling companion,
Gabrielle, who has matured from a drippy naive virgin full of romantic
bardic dreams to gaining a near equal warrior status to Xena herself. Their
relationship 1s more intense and passionate, suggestive of a certain gay
affinity. They take baths and swim together, and admire one another’s
beauty. In one episode Xena, trapped in the body of Autolycus,
actually passionately kisses Gabrielle. In “Girls Just
Wanna Have Fun”, Gabnella is seduced into an
all-female vampire club, where the sense of eroic
passion is blatantly explored. The episode
looks like a teaser for a soft-pom film
version of Dracula.

Lucy Lawless comments on the
lesbian sub-motif herself mn an
interview given to SFX magazinein
November 1988. “I'm very
thankful to the New York lesbian
community because they were
the first ones to latch on to the
show in a cultish way and make
it hip. I'm totally comfortable
with that. To me, it's like
saying Xena has grey eyes
instead of blue. Big deal! I'm sure
most gay people don't think about
being gay all day long. We could
make a big deal out of it and say ‘Oh
gosh, she’s not” (a lesbian), or "Yes she
is', and alienate part of our audience. Why on
Earth would any show want to do that? We don't “nee
have a mind to and it isn't an insult to us. That's a very %0s
way of looking at the world, isn't it? It just doesn’t hurt us or make a
difference one way or another.”

In America, lesbians now celebrate Xena day. And why not?

The Hercules series continues, popular and deservedly so in ifs own right.
Some stories are pure comedies, others dark and depressing, In “Cast A Giant
Shadow”, Hercules is trying to bring down the Mother Of All Monsters
(understandably vengeful after Hercules has killed most of her children) but
discovers that a gentle giant and friend of his actually loves the repulsive
snake woman, (one of the show’s most impressive monsters). And he comes
to see the value of protecting her. “King For A Day” is the first story given
aver exclusively to a supporting player, and lolaus handles himself extremely
well in it, setting the scene for other stories in which the central character
doesn’t appear at all, a rare event on any television show with an eponymous
hero.

History and chronology are extremely confused in both Hercules and Xena.
It is uncertain what period of mythical history they are set in, the dawn of
Greek civilisation, or its swan song. When Hercules meets Daedalus, father of

€€ O'Connor as G"bn
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that stand out: notably the giants rthe besl omsnde lrwm Allen s Land O/ Thn
Giants series) and the very well presented centaurs.

Xena witnesses many biblical scenes. In “Altared States” she stops a man
who believes in only one God from killing his son, lcus in honour of that
God, who actually turns out to be the boy’s older brother, pretending to be
the voice of God. The name lcus is a pun on Isaac, son of Abraham, who
faced a similar decree only to spare his son in the end. The message here is
clear, that humans must protect all children from such extreme beliefs and
that no God should be allowed to oblige humans to slay their own kith and
kin. Thisis a surprisingly anti-biblical tory.

Xena also discovers the ark of the covenant, in “The Royal Couple Of

Thieves” (aided by Autolycus) which has exactly the same effect on

the story’s villains as it does in the film Raiders Of The Lost
Ark. Xena decdes such a device isn't for her and
rehides it, (with an obvious hint that Indiana

Jones will find it next). In “Giant Killer”,

Xena helps David slay Goliath, (who is

3 portrayed for once with some

sympathy and understanding);
actually she doesn't so much help
as do the deed for David, to the
degree that you wonder why she
wasn't mentioned in the Bible.
Clearly moving on several
centuries, Xena has several
encounters with the tyrannical
Julius  Caesar and  meets
Boedicea, too, even though their
history  postdates the earlier

Biblical scripture ~ story and

precedes the advent of Christianity

by 55 years at least.
In a none too serious adventure,
"Solstice Carol”, Xena actually meets
the Midwinter Festival equivalent of Father
I Christmas, and also provides Mary and Joseph with
the donkey needed for their trip to Bethlehem. This story is
concluded in Hercules's “A Star To Guide Them” when lolaus has visions
that lead him and Hercules to witness the arrival of the Star Of David at

Bethlehem. lolaus goes into the stable, but Hercules, sensing the passing of

his age, stands back and watches in morose silence, tumning the traditional

image of hope into a more sombre pageant.

Both Hercules and Xena were given to harsh stories amidst the humorous
ones. In “Gabnelle’s Hope™ Gabnielle is duped into an affair with a cult
leader and spawns his child, whom she names Hope. The girl grows
alarmingly quickly, and is clearly a psychotic killer, but Gabnelle loves her
as a mother might, and even threatens to kill Xena before faking her
daughter’s death to fool Xena into leaving the child alone. In “Maternal
Instincts” the girl Hope retumns and eventually kills Xena's own recently
discovered forgotten child, and Xena kills Hope (who will later return from
the dead). By now Xena has become very dark and serious indeed. Gabrielle
and Xena try to kill each other over the deaths of their respective offspring,
and almost succeed until plunged into the realm of illusion where they face
hallucinogenic musical numbers that force them to reassess their relationship
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and chill out. That's right, the savage harsh storyline suddenly tums musical,
a kind of Gilbert-and-Sullivan meets Wagner parody, surprisingly well
staged, showing the extraordinary range of s cast's acting.

Later the dark, miserable side reasserts itself, when Hope comes back and
apparently kills Gabrielle in the third season finale. Stay tuned for season
four.

Hercules went straight for laughs much of the time and even got into a
phase of dabbling in pantomime. In “And Fancy Free" (a parody of the film
Strictly Ballroom), the hard-man hero is caught up in a dance contest with a
girl partner with two left feet. To teach her the necessary skills quickly he
enrols with her in Widow Twankie's dance academy (the widow is played in
high comedy by a near unrecognisable Michael Hurst, more familiar to fans of
the series as [olaus). The widow proved popular enough to resurface in “Men
In Pink”, a high camp variation on the classic Monroe, Lemmon, Curtis film,
Some Like it Hot in which Autolycus and Salamonius end up in drag in
Twanky's dance troop.

At times the humour in Hercules stops the show from being anything other
than a comedy. Salamonius (a regular wise guy, toga salesman character)
seems remarkably like Terry Pratchett’s Discworld’s Cut Me Own Throat
Dibbler, a sell-anything-and-run-before-they-realise-they ve-been-had figure.
‘The comedy reaches its peak in “Porkules” when Hercules is tumed into a pig
(a parody of the film Babe), and its sequel, “One Fow] Day” when the female
pig who falls for him tries her hand at becoming human for a while. There s a
homage to tradition here of course, with Homer also having the crew of
Odysseus's ship turned into swine, but the comedy detracts from the serious
aims of the show. In “Yes Virginia, There Is a Hercules”, the parody takes
over when the story is brought to our own time, and the making of Hercules
Kevin Sorbo vanishes, and the production crew, seeing their profits
dwindling, struggle, fight and bicker over how to solve the crisis. Altematives
suggested include spin-offs (such as Xena), the adventures of young Hercules
depicting the hero as a teenager (often done in the series itself) and turning it
into a cartoon (a vicious lampoon of the Disney film about Hercules that was
undoubtedly inspired by the show’s success). Some scenes are hilarious as
new Hercules actors audition lousily, and there’s a terrific scene in which the

‘male members of the production crew take a leak in the gents’ loo while
collctively showing their bittemess by whistling the programme’s theme

tune.

After such lightweight hilarity and with Sorbo back from filming on other
projects the stories get dark and serious again. Hercules's earthly mother dies.
Zeus retums (now played by Roy Dotrice and not Anthony Quinn) and
invites his demi-God son to become a complete God. Hercules tries it for a
while, but sickened by Olympian life and after a brutal battle with Hera, he
rejects supreme power and retuns to demi-God status

In many stories we see humans become god-like and fail, and gods become
mortal and having to lump it (even Hercules suffers this fate briefly in
“Judgement Day").

Xena and Hercules are very entertaining hokum, and if you don't quite buy
that idea, try watching them back to back with their imitators, Tarzan and
Sinbad. Tarzan attempts to turn the stories of the jungle lord into sf. He fights
more aliens than lions. Sinbad is an attempt to do a Hercules in an Arabian
Nights setting. Both the pretenders to the throne fail due to lousy acting,
ill-conceived scripts and third-rate special effects. Their failure helps to make
Renaissance Pictures productions all the more stylish.

Xena and Hercules can be violent shows, which tends to put many
Humanists off watching, which is a shame. After all, the central theme is a call
for peace and an end to violence. God of war Apollo’s first collision with
Hercules ends on the brink of a bloody battle between two armies which
Hercules stops with the aid of the maimed ghosts of the dead of former battles
standing between the two forces, reminding the living of the cost of their
wars. When Apollo tries to force Hercules into direct combat, Hercules
refuses and beats the more powerful God by refusing to fight at all. Whilst
violent, the message of Xenz and Hercules is one of peace.

Hercules and Xena are extremely thoughtful at times and self-indulgent,
pleasant time-wasters at others. Judging them merely on sex appeal factors is
a mistake, They actually show us why the old Greek gods (Greek despite the
show being filmed in New Zealand), would have been much more interesting
than the God believed i by Christians today. If I had to believe in Gods, the
Greek ones would win out every time.

—© Arthur Chappell 1998

Artwur Chappell is 36 and lives in Manchester. Some
years agqo, after some severe personal traumas, he was
recruited into the Divine Light Mission, escaping after
Four and a half years of being taught “that my own

He says that ‘umanism can be described as an

approach to life that Focuses on human beings, and a
life lived as though it is +he only one we will ever
aet, encouraging people to stop depending on

Mind was My own worst enemy and that I wad only to
Feel the religious +ruth of my Guru and never doubt
nim". He +hen took a philosophy / literature degree,
and his interest in secular humanism has led him to
become a trustee of the British Humanist Association
and secretary of the Manchester Humanists.

supernatural and/or divine remedies +o +he ills of
society and to show the importance of people doing
all they can For cach other. Humanism is not
anti=religious] but shows that non—religious people
can lead as worthy and qood a moral life as anyone
who does happen to believe in Godls).”

RESULTS OF COMPETITION 132: “THE WORD”
The word was. .

1. The Green Hillsof Earth, Robert A, Heinlein 7.
2. Allthe Traps of Earth, Clfford D. Simak 8
3. The Airs of Earth, Brian W. Aldiss

4. Dowrunrd to the Earth, Robert Slverberg
5. The Callof Earth, Orson Scott Card

6. One Step From Earth, Harry Harrison

Earth Is Room Enough, Isaac Asimov
. Earthman Come Home, James Blish

Exiled From Earth, Ben Bova

AGif From Earth, Larry Niven

Like Nothing on Earth, Eric Frank Russell

Pilgrimage to Earth, Robert Sheckley
Colin Greenland said this: “When you find yourself flipping thru’ the Encyclopedia looking
for book titles with ‘Earth” in them, you know your time is being wasted by an expert.” Glad
to be of service. Dave Langford said he should have been writing articles for SFX rather than
doing this. Since a prize will be winging its way to Reading, entering Matrix comps proves to
be better paid, Dave. He also pointed out the ‘missing’ 13th question, Earth by David Brin.
RESULTS OF COMPETITION 133: “WASTE DISPOSAL”
Terty Jeeves wins this as (apparently) the only other BSFA member who wanted to dispose
of the phrase ‘Sci-Fi'. Other items for the shredder included Blake's Seven, large-size
paperbacks, the complete works of Harlan Ellison, the writers of book-cover blurbs who give
away the plot, and Ken Lake.
OTHER POINTS ...

happy to report that recently retired QM Roger Robinson not only entered all four

comps but also scored 100% . .. no entries at all from women. Is there a message here, such
as "We're too busy wasting our time on more important things”?. . according to the editor,
Peace O'Cake s ot an alter ego for John English, despite what several people thought.....
many gripes about 16 down in the crossword. Over to you, John English: How do you get the
answer from the clue?

10.
1
12

— John Ollis

RESULTS OF ACROSTIC 1 RESULTS OF CROSSWORD 23
Set by John English

Alargely correct entry, first out of
the saucepan (I don't possess a hat)
being Mike Morris

Set by Peace O'Cake.

The extract was from J. G.
Ballard's 1966 novel The
Crystal World. There were
many entries, and the lucky
winner is David A. Green.
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film—
ARMAGEDDON

THE

ROCKS

reviewed by gary dalkin

TOGETHER

DECADE ago there was a pop-metal single by Def Leppard, the hook of

which revolved around a ‘witty’ wordplay: Armageddon / “I'm a

gettinit”. Now we have the film of the 45, as Ben Affleck gets his
rocks off with Liv Tyler and everyone anficipates a very big bang indeed.
Armageddon, the movie, plays like nothing so much as a 151-minute
CinemaScope hard-rock video, with a rock-hard Bruce Willis saving the world
to the ear-torturing accompaniment of rock dinosaurs Aerosmith. In a
prologue as comy and simplistic as anything from The Wonderful World of
Disney, Hollywood dinosaur Chariton Heston informs us that a big rock did
for the terrible lizards, and guarantees another one has our name on it. 65
million years later some big lumps of rock destroy a space shuttle and parts of
New York. In the aftermath NASA finds we have only 18 days before an
asteroid the size of Texas destroys everything else.

The only possibility of stopping the rock i to blow it apart from the inside.
So rather than teaching astronauts how to drill and plant a nuke, NASA
recruits Bruce Willis and his favoured dysfunctional oil-drilling roughnecks.
Apparently it is much easier to train a pack of bar-room brawlers to function
in space, than to train astronauts to use technology. In a vain bid for
plausibility Bruce explains that he has been drilling for 30 years and still
doesn't know everything about it, but then we discover that drilling appears to
involve no more than pressing a button and shouting a ot while looking
constipated. So perhaps Bruce isjust a slow leamer.

Our merry men arrive at NASA, subject us to a witless psychological
profiling sequence, rush through two years training in ten days and sing
“Leaving on a Jet Plane” to Liv Tyler - Bruce’s daughter, Affleck’s lover and
token girlie on looking-pretty and crying duties - before blasting-off in two
special space shuttles which, conveniently, NASA hasnt bothered to tell the
public about. These special shuttles can sling-shot around the moon and land
on asteroids, even asteroids with lots of rough, sharp, pointy, sticky-out bits.
Actually these shuttles aren't that special, because it tums out the one without
Bruce on board is only in the movie so that it can explode and disprove the
notion that debris can't burn in a vacuum.

Director Michael Bay likes explosions. He likes them everywhere. Yet the
opening destruction of New York, visually breathtaking as some of the shots
are, has no impact because we only have a single caricature to identify with - a
shrill camp black man doing a ‘Chris Tucker’, perhaps in tribute to last year's
Bruce Willis sf disaster, The Fifth Element

Bay has an explosion on an il rig, which doesn't inspire much confidence
in oil-man Bruce as a choice to save the world. Said explosion being a result of
Bruce, having discovered Tyler in Affleck’s bed, chasing Ben around the rig
with a shotgun and shooting at him - exactly as John Wayne would have done
in one of his comedy westems. Later Michael blows up the Russian Space
Station (sic), no doubt so monickered because market research revealed the
target audience so bereft of brains as to not know what Mir might be.
However, Bay only blows it up after a ‘refuelling’ sequence so confusing as to
be incomprehensible, and to pick up a Comedy Foreigner. We are given the
heart-warming opportunity to observe how Americans might be stupid, but
they have much better space technology. (Useful Russian space tip: recalcitrant
‘machinery can always be made to work by hitting it)

Afte this our heroes save the world. We learn that a space shuttle can take
offlike an aeroplane from the shattered landscape of an asteroid, though Bay
glosses over this in the hope that no one will notice amid all the sound and
fury, and have a laugh at the ‘tearful farewell scene between Wilis and Tyler
which famously caused such mirth at the Cannes Film Festival this year.

Finally we are treated to the sight of small children running around in slow
motion holding American flags:

At last it is over. Never have 151 minutes seemed so long, or §140 million
dollars been so tastelessly squandered on film.

Armageddon is decadent cinema in the purest sense. It is a film with
absolutely no idea of what is appropriate, with no purpose, nothing to say,
with no idea about anything at all. Every scene is composed as if it were part
of a huge set-piece. The pace is frenetic, an entire movie cut together like a Tom
and Jerry cartoon, with no respite, balance or structure. Perhaps it really is the
trailer for a 15 hour film.

Dialogue is reduced to one-liners, with a cut between every one. Bay seems
to think it is possible to play for the broadest of comic-book laughs, then still
generate excitement and expect the audience to take the events on screen
seriously. He makes the plot a series of incidents which could be rearranged in
any order, for nothing leads to anything else. There is no build-up, no tension
Things just happen, and with such rapidity it is often almost impossible to
know just what or why. Money is thrown at the screen and bumt
astonishing destruction of central Paris is dismissed in a few seconds.

With no plot, no characters and no point, Armageddon attempts to bludgeon
the audience into submission. Fantastically lavish images are everything, but
‘mean nothing. The whole is a relentless barrage of light, colour, movement,
special effects and noise. Dialogue is shouted, but even with Dolby Digital
recording is still mcomprehensible against crushing sound effects, the
screaming of Aerosmith, or Trevor Rabmn's crass imitation Titanic score, the
fashionable pseudo-Celtic sound even more inappropriate here than it was on
Cameron’s picture.

The end result of enduring Armageddon is exhaustion, a headache, and the
dirty feeling of being regarded with utter contempt by everyone involved in
the production. This is not film by any normal standard, but cinema as theme
park ride. Or perhaps it marks a new era, the dawn of the dance blockbuster
For despite the ageing rock ‘music’ on the soundtrack, Armageddon plays like
mainstream Hollywood assimilating dance ‘culture’. As such it is a relentless,
empty, overwhelming sensory assault bereft of any value whatsoever.

—©Gary Dalkin 1998
Mm[usss]
by Michael Bay.
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Jonathan Hensleigh
andelnyAh’im(asJJ Abrams). Paul Attanasio (uncredited) (addional writing) and

vm»g) e Towne, uncrecited) (adiional wit

Cast i credits order): Bruce Wils (Hary S Sﬂmpw s«lry Bob Thornton (Dan Truman),
Lv Tyler (Grace Stamper), Ben Afleck (A.J. Frost) Wil Patton (Chartes “Chick” Chapole)
Steve Buscei (Rockhound). Peter Strmare (Lev Ancropov). Owen Wilson (Oscar Chol)
Keith David () (General Kimsey). Chrs Elis (Waltr Clark), Jason Isaacs (Ronald Quincy),
Ken Hudson Campbel (Max Lenner), Wiliam Fichtner (Col. William Sharp), Jessica Steen
(Co-Pit Jenniter Wats), Charlton Heston (Narator (voce))

Produced by: Kenny Bates 1) associae), Michas! Bay, Jery Bruckheimer, Jonathan
Hensleigh (executive), Gale Anne Hurd, Chad Oman (execuve), Pat Sandston (associae).
Jim Van Wyck e Bary H Waldnan (assocate)

c«mmwn,msanmmn) l\PirmleSl

hmmmwmuvmu(wn
Fim Editing by Mark Goldblatt, Chis Lebenzon, Glen Scantiebury.
151 minutes - Dolby Digital Sound
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‘— events

wread me

1998 —

6-8 Nov: Convivium 4

Weekend-ong role-playing game themed on
The Arabian Nights, at the West Retford
Hotel

* Conviviundsfcp.co.uk
*nttp://wv. sfcp. co.uk/css. htn

13-15 Nov: Novacon 28
Venue Britannia Hotel,

. guest
Paul J. McAuley, plus Brian W, Aldiss gving

atak on the second volume of his

autobiography, v music and beer {asting.

Reg. now £35.

= Novacon 28, 14 Park Street, Lye,

Stourbridge, West Midands, DY9 855

01384825 386

# http: //wwv. cooky. denon. co. uk/
028/n28. htal

14 Nov: Dangercon 7

A Dangermouse celebration at Ruskin House.
Croydon, from 11am to 11pm, Admission €5,
= Robert Newman, 37 Keens Road,
Croydon, Sure, CRO 1AH

@ 0181686 6800

20-22 Nov: Armadacon X

St/ culttv con at the Copthome Hotelin
Plymouth. Guests include Jim Burns, Dougal
Dixon, €25 att, £19 unwaged.

= Armadacon X, PO Box 38, Pymouth
Devon

© 01752 257635267873
* eurobell.co.uk/buttons/armadacon

20-22 Nov: BOZ-CON

1 con at the Golden Tuip Hote, Bergen op
Zoom, Netherands. Guests Tad Williams,
Eddy C. Bertin, Peter Schazp. Reg NLG 65

= Annem;
25|7V|’Dennaag

© Fax +070-3561215

% vantentafev. eur.nl

tmtp //wwa.simplex.nl/-wdputte/

20-22 Nov: Midcon 98
gaming convetion at the Royal Angus
Thistle Hotel, Birmingham.
# pevans@sfcp. co.uk
# http://ourworld. conpuserve. con/
homepages/jdodds /midcon, htm

21-22 Nov: Peladon 98
Convention (possibly commercially run, by
“Events Inc.) celebrating the 35th anniversary

1999 —

29-31 Jan: Warpcon IX
Ireland's main gaming con, year, a

4-7 Mar: World Horror Convention
In Atlanta, Georgia. Guests inciuds John
Shirley, Neil Gaiman, Lisa Snellings. Reg

Universty College, Cork Campus.
= WarpCon IX, UCC Accomodations Office,
University College, Cork, Iretand
% Donal jacghotsail.con

5-7 Feb: Xi-Lophone
Eleventh annual Brish fik (strelated music)
convention, at the Hiton National Hotel,
Basingstoke. Guests Dave Clement

25

$7510 15 Feb 99, §

@ World Horror Convention 93, PO Box 148,
Clarkston, Georgia 30021-0148, USA

# HorrorCongaol .con

6-7 Mar: Microcon 19

Small sf con at the University of Exeter. No
further details!

|9<2| Mar: Starfury 99
p

La

untl 3171211998 then £30720,

 Xiophone. cio 34 Hil Top Drive. Oakham,
Leicestershire LE15 ENF

# x1 lophonegstarsky. deson. co. uk

* http://wu. altrion.org/x1lophone

6 Feb: Picocon

London Imperial College's annual one-day
general sfcon - recommended if you've never
tried a con before. No further details at press.
time.

18:21 Febs: Lightspeed 99
Media con at the Hilton Hotel, Coventry.

;mﬁ;ﬂym&?h:am 7Ea| 16 Bramwell S, Ezstwood, Rotherha,
si s Centre, , Es%0. South Y . S65 1RZ
Many guests including Colin Baker, i, 555
Y"“"’ m’l Wendy Padbury (Zoe), 26-28 Feb: Chronicles 99

se,
(Nyssa) Biminghan Reg.£45
@ 0181 9280800 o

% pel geventsinc. deson. co. uk
* http://wwv.eventsinc. demon. co.uk

80-325 Gdansk 37, Poland
@ 44858531073

4-6 Dec: Dracon 98

General st con, now in its 14th year, in the
Hotel Santon. Bmo, Czech Re

& Dracon, PO Box 130, 615 00 Bmo, Czech

Republic
© +4205-754 870 Fax +420-5-538 249
# dracongpost .z

5-8 Dec: Estelcon 98

‘Spanish Tolkien Society conference in
Barcelona.

3 Ms Estela Gutierez, C/San Cugat, 68-70,
No 3-2a, 08201, Sbadel, Barcelona, Spain
& benadhin@inane. con

Tomeat Product-

fons ~ celbrating Women in SG-1 (1 says

hers) Guests Tracy Scoggins, Claudia

Christian. Tickets'cost 45

@ Starfury 99, 1482 Queensway. Bayswater

London W2 6LY

* http://www.geocities. con/AreaSl/
Chanber/2784/sean_harryg
#S1Corps. con

25 Apr: Reconvene

‘The 50th UK National SF Convention and the
last of the twentieth century; venue is the
Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool and the guests are Jeff
Noon, Peter S. Beagle, John Clute, Ron
Tiner and Tom Holt. Newsletter from Thog
The Mightp! (aka John Grant, aka Paul
Barnett ) It's themed around “Time was: Time
is: Time shall be". Reg. until 1 Dec 98 £30; over
80s, 5-14s and supp. £15; under 56 free. Book
now! Late bwﬂngl will have to pay

Edgware, Micx, HAS 68

# simonsdgasn.con

* http://meabers. 20l .cos/
dsisons206/chroniclesy. hta

26-28 Feb: Fal Tor Pan

Classic Star Trek con 2t the Britannia Hotel
Bimingham, UK. Non-commercial - any profit
goes 1o chariy.

1 Fal Tor Pan, 262 Napier Avenue, Southend
on Sea, Essex, S811LZ

# ftpeongaol..con

26-28 Feb: Redemption

Babylon 5 and Blake's Seven con at the
International Hotel in Ashford, Kent. Guests
Gareth Thom ine Killick, Sheelagh
Wells, Joe Nazzaro. Reg. now £40

=2 Redemption, 28 Diprose Road, Corfe.
Mullen, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 3QY

# Judith@Blakes-7.demon.co.uk

% http: //www. snof .con/redemption/

To encourage eary
booking and enabe betr avarnce budgeting
and use of money, con organiser Chris Bell
says “we are Qoing o hike the price through the
oof before the cor”, from 1 Feb 99 registration
wil cost €50, on the door £80. But 2 €15
supporting membership bought before 1 Feb
can be upgraded to full membership for another
£15 at any time, including on the door.

=23 West Shrubbery, Redand. Bristol, BS6

# nychellegf iredrake.denon. co. uk

30 Apr-3 May: Supernova 99

Star Trek con at the Jarvs Piccadlly Hotel,

Manchester. Reg. £45.

3 Superova Conventions, 4 Burford Comer,

Westhumble Street, Dorking, Surey, RHS 685,

# supernova.conventions@virgin.net

# http://freespace.virgin.net/
supernova. conventions/

‘ 27205 Newvene! CardifsF Group et o e s okt v }

m +24Feb %9 Tussday ofthe marth at 7.30pm in @ Mike Don on 0161 226 2380 |
London Circle Meetings el Gt X The s Peterboroughss Cub mests nthe |
Also at the Jubiee Tavem but may be st Wednesday of the month at e |

95" London Meetings moving in January (see p3). London Circle' Colchester SF  Horror | Fantasy Group Buebel inn, Dogsthorpe. andon the trd |

On the move from January - see also anmbﬁwydm meets on the third Saturday of each month Wednesday of the month in the bar of the |

. The BSFA's neid 123000 T Plgiuse b n Great Nosher Hotel, e BR

a17.00pm on the fourth Wednesday of wummmmw Jonn's stabon

‘every month (except December), unti ?Duuqsmmzsssmw ) SAE 1o 58 Pennington, Orton Goldhay,

January in the upstairs room of the Jubilee Pete PE25AB

Tovemon Yo foed LondmSELbe- =5 oy 503 oc 8 mﬂmﬂmmmm”mw @ Pete on 01733 370542

tween Waterloo and Westminster Bridges. 10 it Ye Olde Blue Bel, Market Pommoummsmum Gcmp

From 27 Jan onwards they wil be at the BllmlnghlmeBmmSFGmwmms oo Th s;

Fi Nightingal stanons 1o y of the month on the tenth anniversary in ammmambhpa anmm

mmuswmeﬂm(mmumm Z-mummmnmwmumm @unmwm&«mammu Pontsmouth. |

W |t Steet, venue of tis year's Novacon & Estelle on 01482 444231
o rws o bosomis MTEOISNEIED | gy g s M50 e
p includes. 3
closed we'l be n the main bar;fin 6Ot ) arti Tudor, 24 Ravensbourne Grove. Friday of the month; venue varies ‘have moved 1o the Hope Tap, Friar Strset,
askihe landord. Meetings are 0pentoall. oy Clarkes Lane, Wilenhall, West ) Tim Groome on 0116 279 2280 Reading

© Paul Hood on 0181 333 6670 for
further information.
Upcoming meetings:

Nov 98
Lo meeting in December

Midlands, WW13 1HX.
“ bafgbortas. denon. co, uk

# rbeanéglobalnet. co. uk
Manchester — FONT meets in
of

ets on the
second Monday of the month in The
Wrestiers, New Market Road, Cambridge.

Piccadily Gardens, near the BR station) on
the sacond and fourth Thursdays in the

Surbiton Surrey SF Group meets in the
Coronation Hall, Surbiton, a Wetherspoons
pub 100 ydsfrom the station, o the
sacond and fourth Thursdays in the month,
from Bpm.




134
1 Jan: Hogmanaycon
21.24 May: Trinity (Eurocon) # infosss.nastic.org b el el el e i O
# nalanexcon.deson. co. uk Celebrate the realmilenniu 2 the
Dortmund, Germany. Mlingual (includng % w99, nasf ic.org Htel, Giasgow. Guests Spider & Jeanne
Engish) Guests inciude Sam J. Lundwall, UK 5-7 Nov: Novacon 29 inson. Sydney Jordan, Vince Docherty
Brian Aldiss. Harry Terry  John Harold, .Langey,  Birminghams Reg 254t £5
Pralchett Reg £31103Dec 8, hen 34 Siough, Berkshire, SL3TUA Britannia Hotel, Birmingham. Guestis phon
= Beluga Post (Cha), Frankiuter Weg 18, X lan Stewart Reg €23 1256 Ruhergen, Glasgow.
D-56438 Holzwickede, Gemany 282 R Folon ” 1015 Nov 98, £28 o Easter 9, T30Ph
@ +43-2301-5785 Fax +49-2301-5743 oish °°‘“'l"°‘ . % Carol Morton, 14 Park Street, Lye, # johnggelsaba, denon, co, uk
& TRINITYachg. de is Stourbridge, West Midands, DY 8SS @ 0141569 1934
!)\‘!;p /. cbg. de/s - tage-nrw 01384825 386 2001
27-30 Aug: Galileo IV i
= Mike. cnm 42 Eim Grove, Souths . 27 Dec-2 Jan 2000: Millennium
Kot POS UG e The 4B Brih Str Tk canvenlon st 5o i now il (2 vear atytyoure 24-27 May: SFRA 2001
Qunosamso £40, su @pedant) at this con, Th Association
© alhsaTrasars: doae; oiok EKEM Reg ?m}gw ' mgnmumauynm"w.u mmxgmnmmw
Plancree enham, Neweaste oy, the Ramada
2830 May: Seccon tpon Tyne, NE4 9TH evertual membership cost Schenectady, NY. USA. Featires
(General s con wih a bgh bt varied schedue ' BELP: /. honeusers.prestel..c0. g ugggnnium, cio Macolm Reid 2, 9 e -Provocative Papers, Winning Workshops,
plenty of opporiunity syals galcheckin Sreet, Hyndand, Glasgow, G12 9RJ Amazng Ad. Rivetng Readngs, Pleasurable
Hertfordpark Hotel, Stevenage. 28-30 Aug: Shinnenkai 99 # vdputtegsinplex.nl Parties, Lavish Luncheon,
Baxter, Reg £1750 Annual anime (Japanese animation) con the 2000 Contabuiation, Non-Banquet Banuet,

@ Seccon, o 92 Lichield Road, Cambridge,
CB13TR

# seccongs bradshaw, cix.co.uk

# http: //wiw. CiX. €O,k /~5jbradshay
/seccon. htnl

4-6 Jun: Avalon

Radisson Hotel, Heathrow. Apparently the

mm-mmm‘m:zsmmss.

£30101 Aug, £35 on door,

@1PO Box 110, Dideat, Oxon., OX11 7YH

# shinnenkaignew-moon.denon. co, uk

# http://wwv. ndirect. co. uk/-nevmoo
/

Star Trek con at

21-24 Apr: 2Kon (Eastercon)

‘The 2000 Eastercon at the Central Hotel,
Glasgow. It's themed on *Celtic SF and Fantasy"
and the guests are Guy Gavriel Kay, Deborah
‘Turner Harris and Katherine Kurtz. Reg. £25.
£20 unwaged; supp.£15.

2 2Kon, 30 Woodbum Terrace, St Andrews,

 2Kongdes. st-and. ac. uk
# http: //wwu- theory.cs. st-and. ac. uk/

26-29 May: CostumeCon 18
Harf

ford, Connecticu. eg

Burton upon Trent. Reg. £50, £20 pe . < Ainialocon
= A, 2 You T o Han DEY. o i e pmeerto eboome. VIBEBA
DESS SEX Guests Greg Benford, Bruce Gillespie: the

16-18 Jul: Baroquon George Turner wil stl be 2Kon

The annual UK role-paying con, at New Hall ME%MM

i S, G oy e TRy

Baldock, Herts., SG7 6EF " #http://wiw.aussiecond.vorldcon.  §50109 Aug

# baroquon@philm, demon. co. uk

org
 http: //www. philn. denon. co. uk /Bar U

oquon/Main. htal
16-18 Jul: Nexus 99

K Agent
= Martin Hoare, 45 Tilehurst Road, Reading,
RG1 7TT

# nartinhoaregcix. co.uk

9%
 CostumeCon 18, 11 Winter Street, Amesbury,
MA01813-1515, USA
# 1nfogec2000.0rg
* . cc2000.0rg

2-6 Aug: Eurocon 2000

= Nexus 99,1 Lulington Road, Knowse, 10-13 Sep: Breakaway 1999 Gdynia, Poiznd. Reg £10.
Bstol, BS42UN Cuttv/ meda con : i POBox 76, 80:325
# Nexusecoshan, deson. co. uk m""‘“';'g;}“‘“"““’ms Gfgmg?nhm
: in Space 4858531073

# bittp: / /v, coshan. deson.co.uk Ot 15 o,
24-25 Jul: Telefantastique 2 Peterborough PE7 1ER 31 Aug-4 Sep: Chicon 2000
M e const e Radseon Egvardan  © 0173321509 The 58h and milenial woridcon, quests Ben

. Heathrow. Bova, Bob Eggleton, Jim Baen, Bob & Anne
Duane, Peter Morwood ’ht!p 1w qeucmes cm/’mem Passovoy, and Harry Turtledove (toastmaster).

Reg. £45
13 Rochford Avenue, Loughton, Essex,
1G10 288

# Fn2edial .pipex.con

11 Aug: Total Eclipse of the Sun
Cormwall, Northem

10nCity/2042

UK Agent:Martin Hoare, 45 Tiehurst Road,
Reading, RG 7TT

Tostypasses trough £10, under 5 free; supp.
e Comwal scon: 1999, Flat 072, 11 Cleghom

and France have been booked sdlidfor some  Sreet, Giasgow, G225AN

time now, but Jonathan Cowie is hoping to - Rebellion

orgrise an ecipse ipto Romania, where 2 OCt: Moainss

he bt sesig i e takiog adartage o sww::smn-u:; Hotel,
g

mb:: Enquries (no commitment = Rebellion 99, Kentstone Close,

) to:
7 44 Brook Street, Erith, Kent. DA8 1JQ

13-15 Aug: Wincon V
The 1999 Unicon at King Alfred's College,
Winchester, Guests include Diana Wynne

, John Bames, Warren Ellis. Reg. £25
att, 15 supp.
= Wincon V, 53 Havant Road, North End,
Portsmouth, Hants., PO2 THH
% vincongpospey. deson. co. uk
# bttp: //wav. pospey. deson. co. uk/
wincon. hta

14-15 Aug: Finncon

Kingsthorpe, Northampton NN2 SUH

8-11 Oct: Gaylaxicon: 1999

‘The tenth Gaylaxicon, “a science iction,
fantasy and horror convention for gays,
lesbians, bisexuals. le
and friendsT", in Washingion D. C. Guests

Diane Duane, arist Nancy Janda.

® Gaytaxicon 1999, PO Box 656, Washington
D.C.20044

# goon1999g201.con

* http:/ /v glylnun: org/
GNetwork/1ndex. htal

23-24 Oct:

Turk, Filand.
# http://www.utu. £i/tsfs/finncon

26-29 Aug: Conucopla
Venue Anzheim Marriot hote, Anaheim

Medi con at the Stakis Bristol Hotel, Bristo.
Warwick

# nar uk
=3 PO Box 842057, Chicago, llinois 60665, USA
# chi20008chicon. org

*bttp: //ww.chicon.org/

Fabulous Frozen Feast, Brodngnagian
t, and more”,
## Jan Findaral the Wambal@juno com
# http: /e, kLink. net/~fcs/sfra2d
01.htnl

30 Aug-3 Sep: The Millennium
Philcon

‘The 2001 Woridcan, at the Pennsylvania
Convention Center and

# phi 12001 gnetaxs. con
# http:/ /. netaxs. con/-phi 12001

BIDS BIDS BIDS BIDS BIDS
2002: Worldcon
Seattle

PO Box 1066, Seattle. WA 98111-1066,

usa

# seatt1e2002¢isomedia.com

* http: //www.vebuitch.con/seattled
2

/
UK agent Chris O'Shea, 18 Letchworth
Avenue, Bedlont, Middx. TW14 SRY
# connotationgsnof .con

* infoesf2002.sfsfc.con

#* http://wav. sfsfc.org/worldcon/
UK agents Steve Davies & Gula de
Cesare, 52 Westboume Terrce, Reading,
Berkshire, RG30 2RP

# stevegvraidex. deson.co.uk

Advertisements and announcements are FREE to BSFA members.
Send your ad to the editorial address. or phone (0113) 225 0283.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

nvtes s,

GETINAT
o bood

envlope o

Lesley Miner, 61 Pengarth Rise, Fainouth, Comwall. TR1 1 28R

o Fnader  Clackr fom B Amadaga. Mary o ou sty oow e
o oo, sk g BEFA st o A | pdd o i e S P

AVAILABLE NOW! Books for
trom conventon
Fartasy | Homor cataogue which has hurreds of ineresing

get ahead of e gane
Wis End.

o, Essex. 161 40R
FOR

unumu---&cummmﬁnnu»muu

WANTED A) SF & F Videos.
ual Scierces and some oider

Inchuding same okder ones
please say which. Send your own st wih ofers on kem C

Davis, Jacqueline Pearce. Attendance
fimited to 200. nag £35.
 Convergence, 4 Bin Close, Stoke

‘s tar back as fhe 705. Send SAE for wants s,
Contact. Mantred Diehl, 62 Kaisar Witeim S1

BOOKS NEEDED FOR A LOVING HOME: John Crowley gypt Gardner Dozois ed. The Year' Best SF. Eghtn

Thase ar
eading, so cheapness is apprecated (condiion is nal a condiion!) Contact Syd Foster on 01752 206729
Thanis gang!

e for

9661 209 /Aou + E]
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CE X ig JRutt KPR
@@95 mme asters B ‘ misses the news

« Cyserun Exeresso Pat Cardigan's Tea From a Emply Cup was

launched in Cyberia at a gathering consising of Steve Baxter, Kim
Another month, another Matriz, another comp- A1 Tielnbaun 5 Wance Newman, Paul Brazier. M. John Harrison, Jon Courtena
etition. Ho, hum. I didn't waste much time B) Dick K) Budrys anmwmanuassmedssmmmmcusmes Whilst the original Chris
preparing this one, and nor should you insolvingit. ¢ Fowler L) author Fowler proudy pointed out the quote from Matrix on the website
" D) Aldiss M) Wells promoling the novel, Andrew M. Butler (co-edior of Victor: A
COMPETITION 134: “ODD ONE OUT' E; Sladek N: author Collecton of Great Typograhpical Erots) tactill pointed out that he'd
Each of the lettered clues leads to a two-word o) Guchor o) Tubb isspel-assocation’ No sense o ocassion,that by.
answer, One word is left over. Solutions to the usual ;) T.em P) MacLean :
address; comments optional H) author Q) author
—John Ollis 1) Asimov R) Principle
= - ANSWERS
Please send all competition and acrostic is  roof were: break
entries, together with any related cog fall rogue second
: man land earth planet
Cmesﬂ“”dmf?' fo: don rick swell stable
John Ollis king away green staple
49 Leighton Road wolf cock solar missing
Corb moor ford world machine
y moon rode works variety
Northants. mars star night parasite
NN18 0SD time
by Solutions and winner; of the q
: competitions, acrostic and crosswor
Wednesday 9 December 1999 pcan be'found on page 20
+ Poow Ba Following the collapse of Victo editor Andrew ‘Menzles’
Butler's Iucrative webpage designing business, he has had to be
Matrix Acrostic 2 Method: Soive the clues (and the firstis nota typol, fil i the | rented out. So far only Loughborough-. Hull- and Northampton-based
; grid on the eft,and transter the leters o the corresponding | concems have expressed nterest ~ but parttime and temporary
by Peace 0'Cake squares inthe other grid o obtan a quotzton flom an Aoy car lguin b b2
1 I i Gl G ‘ novel or short story. The initial letters of the solutions to the
. Lo fistgric spell out the fie and author of said piece. Starred
2P [TTTF P T F T T T clesare pataland efer toties by te author n quesion
e o
3 1. Sauce about about about about about fish. (5)
S il ol il i i e 2. Tha gir he converted to reflection on the moon. (10)
ST EE 3. Apply aforce toa square for a novel mode of ransport
(4)
il R R 4. The ale mush drunk in a large bottle. (10)
(N I L e 5. When a serious person backsinlo a confused sister
7 the resultis not recognised. 7)
s [T "IN [ [ | 5 mepontis,itisthe point. 6)
JFETT T 7. Distress at CoAl mix." (8) .
W= ol il ol | + Tarree AppLEs You all thought thal Maureen Kincaid Speller was
ERCENE in America for her TAFF trp, but Big Butt suspects she was in Leeds
i 8. He-man, stud. . here are those who have t all and those who althe time
2PFPFPFM™T don't (432) + PooH Bare They're all coming out of the woodwork now. Last
e o 9. Finer tree to meddle with, to meddle with. (9) issue's scatological revelations prompted a correspondent to send us
3 1 10, Her passion gone, gone. (14) he following exract
1w F [T TTT T T%] 11.Apontinapoin; one overthe eigh. (4 ‘Somehow, | bagan to laugh. | coughed once more as | did so, but
e o o 12,Bodyforned by twocomparionssutounding o of g, () |t aughed and wept andten shook my nead and nen fopped
. O [ i 13, Fashionable enthusiast, thanks o the Princess. (7) forward into the dun sludge, surendering to f, making swimming
wl [P T [* T ] 14 The definitve ediion, hats.* (35) mations [sic] withn ts glutinous embrace as | ried to gather it to
A F T ] 15 From Bary Wanderas,wihiove o Chlsea () me, squeezing it between my fingers, taking it into my mouth,
oL 16. The Queen, back in England, laying for another country. (9) smearing tonto my face, dinking . | started o stp off my soaked
(" [" e 17. Bad dreams about right for a colourtul planet. (3.4) clothes [ ] uniil inally | was naked i the cold fith, roling in tlike
W= 18, Simpler to see air moving. (6) adogin ordure ...] smoothing tht sime all over my body, excited
I 19, Publicaton rolled back nto leg. 3) by ts clammy caress ... in a while | knelt there in the botom of
20 20. Sady ache for everyone indvidually. (¢) the ditch, plastered in streaked mud - for the first ime in my Ife ~
A F P 21. To be lvely, though very quie nside, seems incomplete. (5) masturbating. [ say, steady on — Ed]

O A [ o e oy 22, As | add tup, include a point - o, thatsan | The Quity man? lain Banks, n A Song of Stone. O )
2| il |l il il = (1.6.4) —Ri<kR,
Ml BEEEEE 231t published sffrom al paints around the globe. | Bia BuTT

36) «Heph wkomes sl s, g, s e

g T g e T T T
ENGENED [ [ 7 2 @ EmE 36 37|38 the embarrassed matrix was picked up on
clapham common by an acorn a5000, taken
CECEDE CETECE N O o for a ride by various bits of software (notably
2ap, the ford granada of text editors), leaked
> "FEEPED g PEPFETR ]" ] u?meprassgbyanhplasenetsl_n);aness\y
oo [ Ay N o s o e o 3 e&‘? printed by pdc copyprint, coverad up by
o> bramley mailing services, outed by the
B G o ' Toyat mall, and deried firiously by you
R o e o e o o e e e o T matix 134~ soundacked by nick drake, dval frsworks, besthoven
| (lte quartts) elecironic.pre-halloween fireworks, alans morrisete,
EREErE  ERCECRCEERCEEECREE B Dartok, mouth Music, pre-bonfire night frewarks, new orcer, the
\ [l . o ctormed s ad eh0sgh s o e
el — bang whiz pop kaboom
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