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EVANS PRIZE
ANNOUNCED
l~ AlG.5T 1996, i dlanlal* trust was set up to rme
monev to aeait' i hterary pnze In memory of
RJchard Evans, the much loved and resptcttd
Golbna EdltOllaI director.~ Trustees are pleased
lOaMounce that the first pnztwill Ileawarded 1Il
April 1999.

The prize of £1500 will be awarded by a panel of
Judges 10 be chalre<l by John elute and include
Teny Pratchdt. D.IVid Pringlt. Pat Cadiglln and
Roger Peyton. It will be made 10 an author of genre
fictlon woo III the 0PUUOIl of the Judges has
COI1SIslentlysllownlmagtnihOnandquahtyUlthtlr
publIShed work and made an onguwJ conlTibunon
to thargenre Wlthout rectlvlllg therecognmOll the

P""'''''''''''''""""",,,,"''o Anyont cm male nGmlflilbons, so dyou have a
favountl' wnler you ttunl: has beI'n
under-rerognised you an get UI applialtJon form

"""Thl'Treasurer
c/o 62 Grafton Way
l.oodoo
W1P5LD

EARTHLIGHT SIGNS
HOLDSTOCK
jl»fl J,\lIa.D at Wthhght has signed Robtrt
HoldJtock to the 11Tlpnnt, .ddmg to the 11Tlprt'SSlve
rosterbl.uldingupthtJe,fofatwo-bookSl'lltScalJed
The MI'rlIll eode-' The fint volume, provisionally
tnhtll'dcnliU,IS5Ch!'dUIl'd toappearlllearly2OCO
and Jarrold says thdt It "takes Ul MI'rlUl, Arthur,
J,tsonand the Argonauts and Finmsh legmds.Then
I1 starts to bI'romt expansive. T1us will be
H~ldstock'5mostswtl'plllgandaccessibleworkyet.

.. It opens him up tol massive general l'{'adership."
H.oldstock knows Ja~ld from way biCk. They

met m 1972,and In Ihc mld·1970s they wCl'{'both in
thePieriawriters' group along with Garry Kilworth,
Mlchael Sea" Rohan and others. Jarrold says he
quicllyreali5edllewaSll'tlwrittr, "but I found the
expmtnCl.' of those stSSlOIlS pnceIess. and I an
honestly say that I know what It feels iLke to get iI

~1I'tter!·O

BSFA ON THE MOVE

I didn't know whit to wy when Carol Nde tilt
~1)'l'5lt'l'day,andl'mstillvtrychuffed,

s1tJhtlystunned,indpn::netognns.
Whet Demon~ a couple of years ago

thatallcustomel"Srould haveSMbofwrospatf,1
wantN to do something useful wIth it. And after
20+ years of membership in the BSFA's 'silenl
majority'with only a single lelter to Vrctar, I thought
1was long overdue to do something for the BSFA.
And Ihere was the example of Andrew, Carol and
lulie Ul front of me twicei month ....•

~irnlexisnotCl\lyavaluableresearchtool,but

his ilso proved l'!lOllROUSIy useful to the maglZ1l'lt
edlt0r5 md BSFA stIffUl thttr labours (not least
your editor). Now about 1I megabytts in SIU, It
comprrilenslvdy !ndel:es aD ISSUeS of Vtdor to the
Jlf~,andastarthasbten nwdtooMrtnr,F«Jt$
andlhtlrv.mousprtdtt't'SSOrS-Q
C You an access Mlle's BSFA lndn on-hne t1ther
through the BSFA webSllt'it
* http://llellbers .aol. cc./taaaranth/
or dlredly at* http://ww.lljckeh.dellon.co.uk
oThe Hull SF Group meets un tht' ~d and
fourth Tuesdays of the month, 8pm to 10.3Opm at Ye
Olde Blue Bell,Market Place, Hull.
itJIln&JulieonOI4824479S3orDlve&:EslelleOll
01482#4291

1 MORE PHOTOS ON PAQE 13 I

1998 BRITISH FANTASY AWARDS

THE Huu SF GJoor rombmed lIS tenth anmvm.uy
celebr.1lJm5wit!l.tM"'~rdolaBSFAhfel'lllembu­

slup to Iong-tune BSFA md Hull Group member
Mkholel J. Cross, for Ius inv.tluable work m indaulg
fortyytdr'SofBSFApubhuhOl\S.

Meeting 1II Hull's Fn('nds' Meeting House on 17
October, the group - which includes such BSFA
stalwarts as Andrtw M. Butltr, Cuol Ann Grttn
and JulitVtnntr- had CoJinGrttnland,Sttphtn
Galligher and Andy Sawytr imong the guests, and
roundtd olfa day of talks and dLSruSSions WIth a
Mala)"SWI meal, all orgollUSed by Om M. Roberts.
Thost present also lOCIuded local sf wnrer Howud
Bakn (wn"m about rteftltly In Vtdor) and Ius
comparnon Lynn. Eli.uobtlh md Piu! BiIlingn,
Sltve Kmy, IUI BeU, Dilvt"s partntr Estelle, Oilys
Jonts and htJ SISter Jenny, oUId - sadly amvmg too
late fof the day'stelebnnons bullll hmt for the
meil - Let Montgomtrie of '"ttr.Qflt and your
Nltor

Presented WIth a cnllficalt' ind Ius life
mernberslup by Collll Gretnland, Mike Cross
wannly thilnktd everyone and later sent tlus
message to the BSFA Commmet, who had votN
unanimously 10 give him the honour at this year's
AMual Commi"et Meeting in June:

"Many thilnks for the Certificate of Rerognition,
and Iht ufetuneMernbmlup

-news------------------
HULL SCORES 10=g~~r~)(~~f~;::,:~ t1n~(::h::,~

a uta Membership from Co/in Greenland

ARTIST
JimBums

SMALL PRESS
Interzone

Ed. DavidPrlngle

BEST SHORT STORY
Christopher Fowler

'Vv'ageslaves·

COMMITIEE AWARD
Ken Bulmer

BEST NOVEL
Chaz Brenchley

UghlErrant

SPECIAL
(Kart Edward Wagoer

Award)
D.F.Lewis

ANTHOLOGY I
COLLECTION

Slephen Jones & David
Su«on(eds)

Dark Terrors 3

•The BrilistI Fantasy Awards wete lHI lOmfLT BSFA meoHlngs Ul lmdon - and
presentedatFanta$'fax122in probably the londonCirdtlTlfttingstoo-ioreto
ElirTninl1Jam on 13 September, stuft ~ue, foIlowmg the popular landlord KtvUl
presided over by R.msey when he moves from the Jubilet' 10 the ne.uby
Campbetl. Rort'nCl.' NIghtingale pub on the roundabout at the

• The Best Novel Award is also south end of Weslmlllsler Bndge. Meeting organi5ef

=~.~~~~~~~t ~e:~ley. ~~n'::y~ifd e~c~a:;~: f~~f:~h~h:~~~~
pleviouslybeSlknownfOlhisOOrTOf, room at Ihr«Dead NUT5e~andsothernertingswilJ

is Il'IOWIg into fantasy with ToW!l'oI =r:':7;~~; ~~l time of 7pm starting

/he Kilg's DaughIef(Orbit 1 Ocl; «I expect mostoltheOlhergroupsthatmeetallht
£6.99pb). Jubilee (both fannish MId non) to follow Kl"Yintollus
•Ken Bumer's CclImilee Award newvtl'lueaswell.Ntvtrundefestun;jle~power

waslOtseMceslOlheBrilish UQtRNiAleholdsO'itl'fJnJushgroups:Q
Fantasy Soc:iefy, of Mich he was 5' P",ul Hood, 112 Me~W5lde. E1tham. Lmdon.L .._""_~_......_· _.J ::13366;,)



STATISTICS
Jerald Bain 01 Mt Sinai Hospital in Toronlo and
Kerry Slmlnoskl 01 the University 01 Alberta lor

lheir carelully measured report, "The Aelationship
Among Height, Penile Length, and Foot Size" [Ael:

Annals of Sex Research vol. 6. no. 3, 1993, pp_
231-5]

PHYSICS
Oaepak Chopra 01 The Chopra Center for Well

Being, La Jolla, Calilornia, for his unique inlerpreta­
tion 01 quantum pIlysicsasit applies tolile, liberty.

and the pursuit 01 economic happiness. [Deepak
Chopra's books Quantum Healing, Ageless Body,

Timeless Mlndetc. and www.chopra.com)

L1TFRATUR(
Or Mara Sldoll 01 WaShington DC, for her illumin­

ating report, "Farting as a Delence Against Unspe­
akable Dread". [ReI: "Farting as a Defence Against

Unspeakable Dread" Mara Sidoli, J. of Analytical
Psychologyvol. 41. no. 2, 1996, pp. 165-78]

(CONOMICS
Richard Seed of Chicago for his eHorts to stoke up

the world economy by cloning himsell and other
human beings, CONTACT: Richard Seed,

708-442-0500, FAX 708-442-1500

the energy Ilelds 01 ailing patients by carefully
avoiding physical contact with Ihose palients·.

The following is an eye-witness report of the event·
A ludicrous abundance ot duct tape rellected the

theme 01 this year's ceremony. The scientitical
substance was all over the slage, in the air. andon

the persons 01 participants and audience alike. A
duct tape lashion show demonstraled the versatility

01 the adhesive, as did the revelation thal Prize
Winner Troy Hurtubise's bear suit conlained over a

mile ollhe sluff. The world's largest roll ot duct
tape-a staggering five and a halt miles long ­

greeted visitors 10 Memorial Hall. The world
premiere and final performance 01 the mini-opera

La Forza del Duct Tape narrated the sad tale of the
inventor of duct tape.

Keynote speaker and Salety Engineering Prize
Winner Troy Hurtubise spoke on the importance 01
seeminglybilarreinventions, such as his bear suit,

and heldcenler slage. Troy unveiled the plans lor
his next generation suifafthe 19 Lectures the

lollowing day. The other keynote speaker, eleven
year-old Emily Rosa, lorgave the prize committee

lor nol awarding her an Ig, noling that her work
debunking therapeutic fouch (see abol/e) should
not and cannot be reproduced, and iStherelore

ineligible,

MFOICINI:
To Patient Y and to his doctors, Carolina Milia,

Meirlon Llewelyn, OIl/id Klllly. and Plller Holl 01
Royal Gwent Hospital in Newport, Wales, Ior the

cautionary medical report, "A Man Who Pricked His
Finger and Smelled Putrid lor 5 Years". [Ref: The

Lance/vol. 348, November 9, 1996, p. 1282J

rrG N({])JBlhlS

RIOLOGY
Peter Fong of Gettysburg College, Gettysburg.

PA, Ior contributing to the happiness 01 clams by
giving them Prozac. IAel: "Induction and Potenti-

alion 01 Parturition in Fingernail Clams (Sphaerium
Slriatinum) by Selective Serotonin Ae-Uptake

Inhibitors (SSAls)". Peter F. Fong. Peter T.
Huminski,andLynetleM.D'urso, J.of

Experimenral Zoology vol. 280, 1998, pp. 260-64)

SAF£fY FNGINHRING
Troy Hurtubise, 01 North Bay, Ontario. lor

developing, and personally testing asuitolarmor
that is impervious 10 grizzly bears

PFACF
Prime Ministers Shrl Atal Blharf Vajpayee 01 India

and Nawn. Sharlf 01 Pakistan lor their aggress­
ively peaceful explosions 01 alomic bombs.

D....vlo Trimble and John Hume had to make do with the Nobel Peace Prize
alter missing out on the far more prestigious Ig Nobel Awards, presenled
as usual at Harvard University's Sanders Theater on 8 October. The Igs ­
organised by Ihe magazine The Annals of Improbable Research, the Har­

yard Computer Society, the Harvard-Radctiffe SCience Fiction Association,
and "Manco, official supplier 01 Duck® Tape to the Ig Nobel Prizes· - are

given tor achievements "that cannot or Should not be reproduced", and have
even caused the British Governmenfs Science Advisor Sir Robert Mayer

CHECKI! to sulter an attack 01 humourlessness when he condemned them
as frivolous and urged UK scientists not to take part.

Nevertheless, lour genuine Nobel Laureates did atlend this year's
ceremony, in Irontola capacity audience, and as is traditional British

scientists were in the running,
Image from the Ig NobBl website And now. the winners!
http://www.improb.com

CHFMISTRY
Jacques Benvenlsleol France lor his

homeopathic discovery lhat not only does water
have memory. but that the informalioncan be

transmitled over telephone lines and the Internet
[NOTE: 8envenisle also won the 1991 Ig Nobel

Chemistry Prize.] [Rei: "Transatlantic Transler of
Digitized Antigen Signal by Telephone Unk", J

Benveniste. P. Jurgens, W. Hsueh and J. Aissa. J.
of Allergy and Cllnicallmmunclogy. Program and

abstracts of papers to bB presented during
scientific sessions AAAAIIAAl.CIS Joint Mee/ing

21-26 February 19971

SCI(NCF FOUCATION
Dolores Krlager. Professor Emerita, New York

University. "for demonstrating the merits of thera­
peuticlouch,amethodbywhlchnursesmanipulate

MEDIA STARS:
Guesl lionel Fanlhorpe had to •

pull out 01 OryCon 20 on 13.
November in Portland. Oregon.
due to television commitments •

taking him to Turkey (a reading?).•
Orycon chair John Lorenlz said, •
·He tried very hard to avoid this- •

including olfering to pay tor the •
contracted film crew out of his •

own pocket it they'd re·schedule, •
It didn't work: The other guests- •

including Dave L.ang1ord, L.ols·
McMasfer Bu/old and Howard •

Waldrop-all still plan toatlend. :

I :
., .
. . ~

Discworld conventionS~~~~~ :
Paul Rood maintained the.

event's ancienltradition by being.
coveredinyuck-cuS\ardlaSI.

year,tapiocalhis-attheclosing.
ceremony, with Terry Pralchet1 •

applying the coupdejam. The.
evenlanractedsomanydonaled.

cans of the slull thalmoSI was •
giventocharity.•

·OurTelwasalsoseenSlripped.
to the waist during his mammoth.
charityaulographsessionatthe.
con, when Ille hOleloverhealed.•
Macmillan Cancer Relief and the •
Orangutan Foundation benefited.

by £6.000.•

T+lE S+lEf.P LOOk UP:
A Welsh science fiction novel won •

this year's National Eisteddfod.
Prose Medal: Elrug Wyn's •

Blodwyn Tatws (1998) {Potato.
Flower, apparently). In 1992 •
another sf novel won, Robin·

Llywelyn's Seren Wen Ar Gefndir •
Gwyn (White Star on a White·
Background). Uywelyn has a •

more recent claim to lame: he's •
theonetryingtostoptheannual·
Pn'sonerconvention (or shift it to •
winter-lime) from taking place in •

Portmeirion,the Italianatevillage·
where lheseries was filmed.•

[Thanllsto Ansibl/l] :

MOVIES·

~=~Iil~~~~~~ea;e:~~t~~t~~~ho::
Birmingham SF Group's monthly.

ne~~~:~~t:~~~~~~u~o~:esi:::
over smoothly With the Seplember •

issue. Matrix readers will be •
familiar with Yvonne IfOm her •

recenlarlicleshere,andclearly.
she isn't being stretched yet -lhe •

secondissueofherfanzine.
Barmaidisnowavailable.•

o Yvonne Rowse, Evergreen, •
Halls Farm Lane. Trimpley, •

Wores., DY121NP •
ro yvonne~hal1sfan.softnet.C1l.u~ •

o Janel Barron is no longer •
Deputy Editor of Odyssey.

magazine.•



aherproiedsplaMedOl'ltldef
amidIra!ion·incb:le.lridlreprittal
DilnnaWynI'llJonet·sE~sRide.

vaUnesbyEdgarPlllgbomandR.A.
LMIfIty.iI'I¥fIl:Aled~al

JIct.~.nI_."TIII--­~T'"YGoodkind'I"""*-ilt.
'SwtrdolTIUfl'apela'Usyfnegi.
...... beSOUoII»m,ouInm
~illlanbacktromlolletYM.

~Gr_oodPresahassome
rnerestingtorlhcomr,glitlelinthW
'C~Iolh8S1C'CttalSFand

Fanta.syseritsNexlt.4atd1llr1ngs
./osephD.AAdrilno·llrmlottiIf
Iottn*"The~ElOUonol
tleFIllfas/lt;BustIrl~Fic1Jon

nJfh.lWIdIroc:lodIIlol*sal
~'-'IqKong.-.:lDoaer
Moreau..-.:l·,lpInsbotlk¥y"
cnmD::1em h1nt:SpeOal'f~

lrI'tlei"depc3lonalbeaslslrlDirwilil'l
tenns.f1ol..9'l1hestWMrnonsters
~.nardwcm~aspe<f

InAjriC.W.SuIIIYlnllledtsYOl.Yll1
WtScienceFktiotLMlhdlaptefs
aboutwomenilHentin'IYArIOYt!s;
YAsl in Greal Brllan, Ge!many. fie US,
c.wla and Aumlil; si IrI conic books;
YAslifthrar;a1dll1Utflmn.

~X.fiftcrNlOlChriac.whis
19*!iI__ "'dNItr1lBnam
US Iowrile a paitol suspense nowlIIs,
1omIlaed101'l$!Ypnleas.

~Thesua;es.solD''ridFariam's
IrsllarusyTlJl5LfrlolAlMerlkickb:l
Ea~(;I!rolooodllarl,andlhe

$IqUtI ISwrrend)' called The
Brofhertloodoll/leWolfal'ldl1lefOl

KusIIner&DeIilSlllrIT\lll"ThefalollheKi'9s'(~fhe

I.IndscIpt:Fwaql:KimHewrnM~'sOrila.a·(Tht

~ib:ltal~,DougIaE.Wlnllf1heZOlltiesal

MiIdsonCan((Dindlrt Nil/I1.
SHanSrOR'fP. D, CICltIl UIsl t.lctes"(GoIw;CihoJtsl;lIsa
GoId_'1"'OlUlfnWisbl.ne·~.PuPat"Gel.

~·(CUf()rLiltl,RobertCtlarlesWlllon"Thtn.-n.c:.(

{roten Ft9* l).JIck Womaclt·AucfeIc:e· (TlJlHorns"......
AHntct.oovG.dntl'Dozab(Idl~CJwi::sdFanIasy.
N1co1.1Gritrrth&Sttp/ltnPagll(tds)8t1dngIheLantilcapt.
F,~y.DonHulchlson(td)NotttremFrirJfllsa;StephlnJo",s&

D.YkISUtlOll(eds)OIf1(Tl!fIM3;OougluE.W1nter(ed)
~('QRe\oeIaIi:trrsl
Cou£cTtlN Pet. S.BtfIlIlt GiII1 !lone:s;Ray S1tdbury CXMnQ
IlinctPiUDiFiippoFr«tliPai*ys:8ri1nMcHaughlon ThI
11'mIed8OlJts,MIchaIISwamridI;~Geogr.tp'Iy"1.hinolon.....
AlmsTRidl8erry;JimBums;Alanllr,DonMililz; Daw......
PluE$SICJIAl.E...,DItIow,lQ"I!dlrlIl/~Ganfner

Dozois.beclbng/~:JolvlCW&JoMGtanltor

«ling TIJI~oIFdlItasy:StephenJonesIored!rllll
anttd:lgies.Gon:IonV.nGelder.faldMg(booksIF&SFj
~P~ESSlONALRldlaRlChizmar,IOlCtmeIet}'D.Inalmagl

CD PtilIicalll:m: Fedog.n & Bremer,krtboollpo.blishlr.;;Chrls
loganEdwaRls.fOfT'l/ifeI'lSPr&S$;BlrryHotIman,fOlGalS1l~

nK:enSClfstl!l maguint I jlllbIistwlg:Jeft Va.MM',1or t.lnstry
alWhimsyPress,

fb,K.W.Jel.rtl\llll
alterllissr.W",and dlIRlmtr
liHlvn.re5witJlhtlclngsll'lCMllNoir.
OIJSWliltllUSInlm8anla-n.
~Il¥umlll'llybouojtt.
tII-.a:essalJeWsIIDIbw.­
.....;~,IlOCJllJllClJdloc*ll........
fb,J.V,JonM.Iormer~ala
I.Mrpoolreanllabelanda~DiIgo

soItwatehouse,wrwlfarusy
lIOYllisI.iswoo:liingonlnewttilo!lY
called 'Swordal Shadows'. ThlIirsl
YOIume.~Ca~oI811dl1ce.wilbe

OUlI'4Xl5UlMlllffrom~.

fb,GeorgeTurner.fleAustr_sI
WlterwhoOedlasl:yNr.wiha¥e/ls
IaIl'lCMl1p:lbW1edbrlttqtlllm
WcrlctonlrlAusnkl,lIl1h;tJTI,JIllI"
Q5UklbeGulltalHonol.r.
~illdODMJT1lfrJiI

DftIfss."sbeen~t,Oave
HnielatTOfIloab.

fb,ColinGfeenlandil~lo
Qrion'sl¥ltasytaHow-upIolheM"'We!l'
j'OI.l"9"adJllslsetits.'Thenewseriesis
calIed'Dre~tWne':say$COlin,"The

booksaref0l1D-14'yNIT-oIds,like'The
WfltfThefreSllllereWflOIfII'.W1a1so
IrIhlWOl1dalaNni,whn1l'llnb'k$
ama9spdeMlfle9la<tJwman.
SO:ha¥ebeenClDlllll$$lOllehhlo
D1appY'1'lgl'll!llJ'Nl".ilr.spmg,1.....

AIsotXll'rilo:bJgwlbeSatve
SMIllJlnnyJonel.ClwisEnns,
Garrykllwor1tl~RobtrtHoldslock.

fb,USIWlpl.bishef$NESFAPrlm
nbetri"9ngOUlacoledlorlaltlle
beSlslalErieFr.nkRuuellneJlyeat.

GONGS GALORE
'Thel998k1lImlllol'llllKomwGuildA~s ... lo.
l»'EAl::HEYaEHT~B,Ctve

NaoiaRamser~NazMflhffl
Co.uclJllNBriIlIlkHaug/1Ion T1J11Mlnrollbles
AImtou:x>vDl:luglasE.WI/l"(edI~FRST1biaUaf)'

AM Mitc:hel £r.rwrn ID "'GmoI
SHcm f()RM Klm NetrmlIn 'CoppcIa's DraW,'
SHcm SrOR'f JoIln ~lrIey"Cram'

AATlSTStephenR.Blslttte
GAAMC NewEL Garth Ennls &StevlDUlon PrNCher: ProW......
PL8lU.TIlNHeaoIIII
'TheDellaAwardfS~bflebesllmllll.lfilmol,1anWrIc:

natIn,.-.:lhll998.-d,presenlldllr.fl5lMllolFanIUIt
~IlMarlcha!llrinearty~."'klAmenca1Shane

Hn1Itty'sslshortlihTlJlGit~lIt1ernt~

OrICl:ll'ID'ft'I.

'~Ior""l99llWOlldFillltas,AWiItdt,lDbevren(l'll

HtHembfrill"'WorIdFltIlu)'e-.onlrl~

NcMt.QIIrlesdlUlltTIildw;JeftreyFordTht~;

H....'Y Jaoobs Amenc:an Goian;EtIc S. NyhM Dry Waler:
PatridlO'lIaryThtGo'lt.(NB:DryWaterrtplaeesAtllro
Perel.RilY8rte'IThtCllbD!.mas.OliginaIy~bUtour.d

IroeIigitMbecauseolll~UKecition_J

NovELU Richard Bowa 'S1r!el~ DrNms' (F,SF}, Srian Hodg.
'ThtDrippingcfSu.tdWlnesklnt·ILoYt~V"'Ill;EUen

, , ,
p.bicalionlrlml999.

~aicNellt&arsftallSmlhIl
o:rdUrJgklar&nChilmelasenesal
pllJ'hirr..edonhllilern.lllm
!ft'lf!IIers,wtIltld.lPkr'tsociel(s
bI~l1ysI_·abo.llheweilnd

PMTThescreenplilyllbasedont.s
IIlOI'lstery"ThtOwnw".ataleallemale
IKbanparanoiaandalierlalion.MMShas
no mkriaI tllr$~:"m fairly
rtlaledaboul~bl«IItri.'III'Ol.tdbel

realt'oddperson'llllo1ll"lllJdnol-onder
.~wuQ(qlogoblacklSwe

aullrlhllU"2000.8l.tolause.we
wilwake",,-:lprobiIblylMl
~h1~lIlhe_
asbelul:

TheS8llS"D1t11z1spng.

~An:lhIy,_oIl'll!Klye"s
goo6es.i'll:rief:

G~IAId,"""n LfltI'sc.slfe(J\.Y1pb)
OaYld8rinThtS«tttFWfldation(.lJn
~I

MlggleFureyThtHHlloI~(May

'"I
KatllIeenAMGoonIn TIJI&nasot
rl'llt(Maypbj
JonCourttnlJ'~ReAIr(Ap'

"IRoblnHobbTlJlMitdsr.,(Marltj,"
SlCCltldtNeshpTIildets'la-&asy
TomHoll:GWyftm.wl{Mar1t1
SlmonIngsHtNtlong(Fe!lpbl
larfyHiwnRiii'ttowA./an(MatIlb)
ChtlstopherPrlest ThtlKNm
Arctrpelago(t.la,pbl
Klm Stanley RobInaon ThtMal1ians
(Ap-IIb)
KanRusseU~IfldGltlfsSpace

GorpeI~1p~yes.U'ltltnlirecUlr
RobIrtSilvlfblrgLcm1ftslini:rJ(ftb
lt~anew\lajipoor'l'lCMlI

IIdIIII ...... SmlIIlMtufYov
AIaklI'(MiI,ItI,ftrtkryoalealan
IWYJ'TlWilldoft_"'Oattness~

.1
FrtdaWIfringtonTIJIArrlJMCbdeI
(t.I¥pb}
JanaWeIcIlThe&rdolCastagard(Apr

"I

il··· ..
• SPANISH TItAN
• StephenSaxterwillbepresenting
• the UPC Awards in Catalonia on 2
• December. Aun by the Universilat
• PoIitecnica de Catalunya, the
• anonymousty-enlered competition
• loran si noveDa writlen in English,
• Spanish or CataJan offers as first
• prize publication and one million
• pesetas (aboul £5,000),

: - More news from Spain, ss re-
• potted In Bridge' Wilklnaon's Fans
• Across the World newslener:
• • The Jull Verne Award for an sf
• novel in Calalanwill be announced
• In the Nit Uteraria d'Andorra on 5
• November. The winner gets
• 600,000 pesetas and publicatiorl
• • There is a web site for Calalan sf
• compiledbylheCatalanSocieryol
• Fantasy and SQence FICtion; it
• contains novels, short stories and
• biogtaphicalinlotmation:
• *http://IiW.qeoclUU.a./ArU51/J
·one/H6I/enqli.h.btal

: W£STMINSTtR
• SCANDAL
·lnanattempllorectifytheshamelul
·lackolpubllcitygivenbyWestmin_
• SlerCityUbrariestolheirsfpromo·
• lion (perhaps they've learned some·
• thing Irom their Cemeteries Dept.),
• which indode talks, author visits,
• cheap seoond-1'Iand books, BSFA
• lYlesand inlotmation, readng lists
• and much more, here is a pubic
• servk:e announcement. wilh due
• apologies for lateness'
• TM Opfffllng Ceremony on 31
: Oc1ober featured Sltah Ash. MoUy

Brown. Gwynnelh Jones, 'Gabtlel

: ~~~~.J~~~~~~~~~h~a~~sa~~;~~ .

: ~~~:;;;c::~= ~:::r '~~:S
• a chance, awarded the prizes in the
• kids' fancy dress competition,
• Forthcoming events inc:Iudlt:
• Mlch~ SCon Roh.an: 4th Nov 6.30-
• 7.45, Marylebone Ubtary. Maryle·
• bone AoadWI (D171 641 1037)
• Gwynelh Jones on genetics: 10th
• Nov 6,30-7.45, Pimtico Ubrary, Aam-
• payne SI. SWl (0171 641 2983)
• John Whllbourn on alternative
• histories: 18th Noy 6.30-7.45.
• Marylebone Ubrary
• Pit Cadlgan: 23td Nov 6.30-7.45,
• Paddington Ubtary, Porchester
• Road, W2 (ptlone 01716414475)
• Paul J. McAuley on Frankenstein's
• daughters, and SF and biological
• engineering: 24th Nay 6 30-7 45,
• Marylebone Utltary
• Peter HlImllton: 261h Nov 6.307 45,
• PaddinglOn Children's Ubtary -
• ticketslrom01716414475
• Colln Greenland and Robert
• Holdsloek: 30th NoY 6.3O·7.4S,
• Westminster City Archives. 10 SI.
• Ann's St. London SW1 P 2XR (0171
: 6415180}



Ch", H,II
Well. zs you will stelromtbelistolflOll\lNtlOl\S
below we h.1ve fWllygot off the ground With the
shorlstoryandill\lStf;1!Jonl\OffilllojhonS-though
only JUSI. I find mysdfboth exilspmted and
cunousabouttl\l~ There are thrre fl?S5ible
explaNlIOnstlw1 spnng to rrund for'tlle laclr. of
short story nommattons:
(ilnobody IS readmg short stones thIS year;
lZI people are reading snort stories but are not

remembenng/cannotbebothere:lto
nominate any of them;

Qlproplearereadingshortsloriesandlhcreare
nOlleofthemworthnominahng

I musladmlt that I hnd opllOn I3l hard to believe.
Aretherereallynoslonesofquahtyat al10ul
there IhJs year

'
[suspectu:>or/IlaremorehJ.ely

Ismcerely hopr I<J,ffi wrong Tale It na dYllmge
If you hb and prove me Wrongl Remember you
an nollUllile short Slones from any !iOU1"(('" rum­
ples tndude /nW.JJnt, F&SF. AAlIIOll'S.OdIjSSly.
ongwJlflthologJesOJ5lm1lpressmagnmes.

Iltfortlhthstolthecurmllnorrun.ltlOl\S,iI
remmdtroltherules.YoucaJ1l1O!JlU'11teIflY
numberolworksme~ClIll'gOf)'dunnglM

COUl'Stdtht year. The ategoncs are:
o lint NovtI first publiWd III the UK dunng tht
~ryeu,

@BestShortWorkfirstappeanngdunnglhr
Cillend.ryNt;

o Best R1ustutton first appeaMg dunng lilt
calendar year.

Agam, remember IllS the total number cl
nomUUhons which dctmnine the Items Ih.t ma~e
ttOfltolhefin.lshorthst,sojustbet.use
somethUlgh.salreadybceonomUl.tedttdoes
nOlmNnth.lyoushou!dnotnomlnatettagatn

-ChnsHIII
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DEATHS
• TtdHughes,
pod and one-tune husbmd of Sylvu Plath, died 01
anceron Thursdiiy?30ct0ber 1998 igtd 68, He
was'PfOU'tedl'oetuureateU'lI'ltM,MldWJOteii
number of fantasy·related works, ostensibly for
children. tnCludU'lg Hotv TIrt Wlwlt &dlflt, , m­
'hon myth, .nd TIrt Irm Mill, the most memor·
.bl~ scene of whICh IS the one where lhe Iron Man
pu15hun.self~hn,andllssequeI11lt/'lm

GIilIlI.

• Alain Dor~mi~UJI,

French wntn, edItor and translator, dIed on 26
Julyaged~ Inlhe 1950shewasa~SJ.stanted'tor,

then t-:htor. of flCllo/l (the French edlhon ofF&SF),
andhelpedlaunchanewFrencheditionofGoln~ .
In the1990she edited a series ofhofTor/dark
{,lIIlasv anthologIes. rtrTIlolf/'S dr n'lIjurrtudt

Best Novel
SulhAsh'ThtLMtQli/d
(Onon.C999tp,G.99pb)
bin M. BllllU ImmlOlU

(OIbl1.£16.99hb)
John B.mes urrlllMdtofGltis

(Onon:f.999tp)
Stephen Buter MoomtnI

(VO)'iIger 06.99 hb)
PlltCldigllllTtllfrMIllllUnptyC.,

(VOYiger-G.99pb)
ColinGreenlll.lldMctltt1rJfPfmly

(VOYiigtr:G.99pb)
Robert Holdstodt GIlt of Ivory

(Vopger:06.99hb)
John Kessel Cllrr~plJnI Dr NI«

(Gollanet:£16.99hb)
Jllck McDevilt Eltmily RMd

(VoYiiger.£S,99pb)
Illl McDonald Kiriltytl
(Gollancz:(I6.99pb)

Ken MllClrod Tht Cm;n; Diviswl1
(Orbil:0599hb)

John Muney r" H~J IIt~mly

(Banlam:G.99pb)
ChrislopherPritslTNEllrtlll<'S
(S!.mon&:5chust~£16.99hb)

Michulf>brslullSmithOntofUs
(HarperColhns:m99hb)

TricuSulliYlllo,tlIl1lrnlrnSmoit
(Orion:C9.99tp)

John Whilboum 11It R¥a.nttf.ltl
(Earthhght:lS99pb)

Bese Short Item
SMllhAsh ·Merveille~ (Intrr.ont" 1Z9)

Dominic Grttn "Queen oIthe Hilt (/nrrr.Drl( BO)
Thom.1I M. Disch"The First Annual PmDr1NlKl!

Arts ftoshYil at theSlaughter Rock B.a"lefieId~

(In,"",..DntI3l)
f>brySoon l","'Thel)a,yBeforeTheyCime~

(/nttr.ontlJ3)

Best Artwork
Roy Virgo Cover of IJlltr:,"1t IJO

ChrI,HiU
TheIll.ngalow,27LowilfEWlgIIRoid

'Ntild'urttl,Hanls.. AG287EY
TII.OI256893253

Emd.cphillllenterprise.net

(U.ndi o{UIItIISt~ thal rJn to rnne yoIumes. HIS
own ",'nrtnp tnelude four coIlemons MId one
novel BMct Vtlm (1993~ He helped promott the
French arms 01 Ius fivoote wnters, who
tndudnl Fntz Laber,j.G. B.aI1Md MId Phihp K.
Drl.MId~rtn'l'ItlyLasaTuttltMld.5m'e

RasrucTem. HJ.sinfllltflCeon the French Sf5Ce'lt
wassubstanh.Jl, comparable to thiitofC.mpbdl.
Iloucher,md Gold m American sf 01 the 1950s.
• AkullKUl"'OSolWi,
Iipanese film dIrector, dIed on 6 StpteTnber aged
88. HIS filmsl'lrerted. COIISlderibleU'lfluenceon
Hollywood .nd dul'ctors hle George lum, and
ll\c1ude~1{19SOlindTlrtStt~/IS.murQj

(19)1)
'leighCouch,
long·time 5t Louis fan and member of First
Fandom, died in early 5eptember aged 73.
• EleenTllcktU,
wife of the 1976 American TAFF winner Roy
T,ckdl.died on 21 Seplembl'r,
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11. 41 StephenButerr""n(Voyagef:t6.99pl11
11.41 TerryPralchett1heCol::uol'l.IaQI::(CorgI:£5.99p1l}
11. 15 T....,Pratc:hett,..ltI«lCtJv!£5-99pl1)
10. 2' T....,BlookJRLnq~IIeOemon!Chln£UlIplI)
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H •. T....,PrItchIn~TIIlt!(C(ll9rE5.99pl1)

11.· TerryPratchett'frfI::MsAlroad(Corgl.£5.99pl1)
11•. KimSIlnleyRoIlll'ltDtl.lonlan:flc:a(Voyager:£7.GGpb)
11. . TlrryPralchettSOUAlISII:lC«9I:£5.99pl1)
21•. GuyGl't'flelKlrSai'lllt>Satontun(S&S:E16.991t}
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)2. T"ryPrtlclltn~SisIIts{Cctgi:ES.99pt1)
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. GN9K'\'ISThs~(Orbit£6.99pbl
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H. ·.hA1M YIy PIwsN 5pI"(Vo,lgIIf:£10.99Ip)
l}.ll T'"J'GoodklndTJnl*IIII'1tWilds!Chln:£6_99pl11
l2. Da'l'IdGemmlllWillltWill7XnlC«9:E'5_99pbj
l}•. Y¥yGlnlltGMlJ(Roc:E'5.99pl1)
l}•. J.Y.JonIIl.WMrandFod(Ortlll.£6.99pl1)
H.20 llIIrcaIlIdleyOlHto:f(Roc:E'5.99pl1)
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1 . CMstilGoldenSliYTtekVo,...r6(S&S:£4.GGpll)
1 1 ....onAbtonSliwWMS.XWilJ6:hlnFs(BirQft £4.99pl1)
4 GragCoISliw7rt#1rN(j49(S&SE499pbj
S PelflO,..;dSliwTteIomnr:fZ:TIUrlQlIe(S&S.E9.99hb)
, • JertTaylOl' Star Trt#lVll'f'll¥'P~Itlway!(S&S:E9991t11

7 • AnonBallyb'l5(t.bc:rniIafl£S.99pl1)
a Grag Co. SW TrJII 7NG47IS&S:E4.99pb)
9 Peltl O.1'ld $Jar TreIl, CIprm's Ts1* 15(5&S: £4099 plIl

10 S GragCOISJarTrJIITM;;48{S&S:£4,99pb)
It RobGrMt&dlwa/lf$(Penguin:r5.99pb)
12 1 K,W, Jet" StatW;m:/lI;uJrylUlrerW'/J I (SanLim: ES.99 pbj
Il M.rtlnO'yAnotltlGi1,AnoIflerPlwlellVlfVIl:£S.99pbl
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9Iittering.Jlghts media news .. Iv .. lilm

From Universal? Bloody hell.
• There's to be another 'Crow' film,
Salvation - wrinen by Chip
Johannessen. who made the dire
Millennium from John Varley's
spilling book.
·GamesKlingonsplay ...
Activision has boughllhe rights for
the next decade to games based
on Star Trek.' PlutoNashleatures
Eddle Murphy asa lunar colonist
in a fighl with an Earth·based
multinational. Multiplanetal?
• Groovy ... Austin Powers: The
Spy Who Shagged Me is the
possibly apocryphal ~t1e 01 the
sequel to the camp spool 01 60s
skiHyI Bond movies.

BOOB tUBE
TV NEWS ... Francls Ford
Coppola's sf IV series First Wave
may soon be showing in Europe, It
leatures a riveting and original plot
about aliens who pick up our TV
programmes and come to Earth
disguised exactly like humans, in
order to take the planet over and
keep the budget down.
• Crusade, the Babylon 5spinofl
series,hashaditsbfoaclcast
delayed from January by the TNT
network because anolherseries,
WitchbJade, has been delayed and
the bosses want both shows 10 air
at the same time. Spting?
• The BBC is involved in making a
new series of The Twilight Zone lor
European consumption, It will be
filmed in Brilain, and other partners
in the project include CBS-and
Virgin Cenlury TV,
• The Judger is an sI Weslern set

OOM"'N""i!I

Roddy McDowall Dies
The actor Roddy McDowall died on 3
October, aged 70, Best known in the 51 wor1d
lor his rc:.le of Cornelius in the Pianet of the
Aped films and the spin-oH TV seris, the
British·born actor also appeared in The
Martian Chronicles and was the voice of the
robol in Disney's The Black Hole. He was also
an acclaimed photographer, and shortly
before he died the Oscar Academy
announced it had named its collection 01
pholographs alter him.

RA'1 OF Ll6Ht
• Uke John Glenn, Ray Bradbury
may be gelling on buthe's keeping
busy. He's helping wifh Sleven
Spielberg's movie 01 The Martian
Chronicles and Mel Gibson's
remake of Fahrenheit 451, and has
also been busy promoting Disney's
The Wonderful/cs·Cream Suit,
whichheadapledlorlhescreen
from his short slory. Then there's
hisnewcollec~on DrivingBlind,nOI
to mention a new novel, Ahmed
and the Oblivion Machines.

6HOStS AND tOn'1
Catherine Zeta Jones may appear
in a remake olShirley Jackson's
The Haunting of Hill House. as
mighl Llam Neeson.

SUPE CON
• Dead bUlstill squawking is the
Tlm Burton's Warner Bros. lilm
Superman Lives, with Nlcolas
Cage donning the read
underpanlS, cancelled due 10
slralospheric budgets and script
problems. But it's now on again
with a new screenplay Irom Dan
Gllroy. Cage is sfill interesled, but
Burton may not be.

Many thanks 10 f
~nm::~~~~~~~:~~=~~~:'.1~~ I
Green~'='~;~~K~~~::t~~rdAm ~

c::r::t~~~:~5S~~~Y~ i
RQWse,AnCtSawytl,SF~,SueThomas,Me

Veor.er,and8ridgetWi/kinson

P1SS ON tHAt
• Gullivergoes IMAX and 3·0 in
2000 with Mainlrame
Enlertainment's
computer-generated graphics
version, in which the story will be
adapled'o reflect the values and
anitudes ollhe 2151 century",
which bodes
• Also sel lor IMA>: is a movie 01 R,
L. SUne's The Beast.

BR1EFL'1
• A CGI remake 01 Frankensrein?

to a second flight to rescue the
survivors and discover whal
happened. Written by Davld Gayer
from an idea by him and producer
Tom Jacobson, the director will be
Gore Verblnskl (Mouse Hunt).

llS BEH1ND '10U
• George Lucas has picked a
suitablycomic·booktille for the first
of the SlarWarsprequels. ,. Star
Wars: Episode 1 - The Phantom
Menace will get ils North American
premiere on 21 May 1999. Mean·
while. the second 01 the trilogy may
besholin AUSlralia, marking
Lucas's departure from England

MADNESS
• George Miller is 10 make another
Mad Max film - the lourth - in
AUSlralia. forlelease in 2002. But
good or boy Mel Glbson may be a
lad too expensive these days.

AND tHE ONE '10U
DONt
• The Arnold Schwarzenegger
film End of Days has the devil
visiting New York (how willlhey
tell?}-I suspect il won'l compare
with Mikhall Bulgakov'S master­
piece The Master and Margarita

HU6 tHOSE tREES
• A remake 01 Douglas Trumbull's
eco-sl hearl-lugger Silent Running
is on the starting block,directed by
Slmon West (Con Ait).

tHE DEV1L '10U
kNOW
• Lost Souls has lound some act­
ors. Janusz Kaminiskiwill direct
Wlnona Ryder, Ben Chaplln and
John Hurt as the priest in the
Omelishstory.

OH NO NOt A6A1N
After Starship Troopers, various
other famous and much·loved sf
stories look sello be filmed. Where
do Ihey get these crazy ideas?

R06U1N6 lSAAC
• Isaac Aslmov's "Nightfall" consis­
tently tops polls 01 the best 51
stories, and Roger Carman is said
to be planning a film 01 the novella
to be shot in India. Scripl is by
Mlchael B. Druxman, a possible
release date is early 2000 .. but
no word on which stars will appear,
or,er,when.

D1SCORPORAllON
.. _ there's a rumour thal Tom

Hanks and Sean Connery will star
in a movie 01 Stranger in a Strange
Land. Can you grokthat?

FOREVU AMBU
, Roger Zelazny'S lantasy novel
Nine Princes in Amber is to be
lilmed,but the writer will be Eo'
Neumeier, responsible lor the
recent screen adaptation 01 Star·
ship Troopers. The producer is
Mark Canton.

MAND'1BROt
• Reaperrang some bells. Il"s a
forthcoming TV movie about a
computer virus that generales
images which kill any viewer
loolish enough to gaze at them
(I've seen screensavers like that).
Dingdong dldn't our very own
Dave Langford have a short story
in Interzonea blit like that?

MARS lS HELL
" Oisney's planned Mission 10 Mars
movie is about a manned Mars
missionwhichgoeswfong, leading

R.D.MULLEN
Rllchard) Dlale) Mullen died peacefully aged 82

on 8 Augusl 1998 in Terre Haule, Indiana. He
founded Science-Fiction Studies in 1973 and
wasmanagingeditorolthejournalun~11978

with Darko Suvin, and then again from 1990 until
1997 with a new SFS edilorialteam consisting 01
Arthur B. Evans, Istvan Csicsery-Ronay Jr., Ver­

onica Hollinger, Rob Latham, and Carol McGuirk.
As one olfhe pioneer scholars of science liction

in academe, Dale Mullen was a co-Iounder of the
SCience Fiction Research Association (1973) and
a world-class authority on Edgar Rice Burroughs,

H_ G. Wells, and the 51 pulp magazines 01 lhe
205, 305, and 405. The current editors 01 SFS

oiler this remembfance 01 him:
'Dalewasourwisestcounsel,ourmostinci­

sive historical memory, and our most loved and
respected colleague. It is with a deep sense 01

sadness that we mark his passing here, a quarter
ola century after the tounding 01 the journal for
which he cared so passionately. The world of sf

scholarship has lost one of its earliest and
bfightest luminaries. We shall miss him greatly."

-eArthurB. Evans /998
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HE HUll SF GROUI' was
launched on 18th October
1988 at Ye Olde Wllte Harte

pub. On 17th October 1998 it
convened to celebrate its tenth
anniversary in the more abstemious
surroundings of a Quaker Meeting
House. Among the members who
had lasted from the first year to the
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david j. howe

Ever since then t h~vebt'en u\Volved in DOL·tor W110 fandom in one way or
another. I ran the OWAS reference department for several years III the early
elghhes, and cotlected as many lanzines as lrould -and there were hundreds
of them. Mostly AS photocopied affairs, they contamed artJdes, interviews,
reVIews, pictures, comic strips, photographs, artwork, anything and
everything went as far as the fanzines were roncemed. Some were serious,
others treated Doctor WIw as a springboord to discuss television fantasy as a
whole, yet others treated the whole thing with disd~in and sought to put down
and criticise anything that was perreived as being popular or worthy.

My first foray into the professional world of Doctor Who came about in 1991,
when, almost as a direct result of publishing 24 quarterly issues of my second
fanzine Tht Fmmr with two friends, Stephen lames Walker and Mark Stammers,
we were commissioned by W. H, Alien - soon to be taken over by Vlrgm
Publishing-to write the firstofa proposed three-book series looklllg at the
background history of the show. Doctor Who: Tht 5i.rti~ was and still is ~ book I
am very proud of. Hot on the heels of that came a rommission to start another
series, this time a sequence of paperback 'handbooks' to the show, one per
Ooctor. This autumn sees the publication of the finalsuchbook,looking at the
erasofthescventhand eighth Doctors,

In between I haveauthored orro-authored nearly twenty other non-fiction
titlesronnected with the show. The depth and range of IIlformation rovell'd in
each book has varied,and the research has ranged lrom intervlewlllgjustabout
everyone involved wllh the show to Sifting through plIes of musty p~perwork

at the BBC's written archive centre

One thing that [ had never done, however, was a programme guide to the
show, The reason for this was simple - there was one already, and as W, H
Alien had published it back III 1981 they were not about to publish another
However, when m May 1995 a deasion was made by the BBC not to renew
Virgin's licence to publish the series of original novels which had been running
since 1991,and instead for the BBC to take over therange,J realised that finally
I might have the opportunity to do the ultimate Doctor Who programme guide
Abook that wasinfonned by all the in-depth research that had gone 00 into the
show over the years, but which also pulled in some of the wealth of comment
that had appeared in the short-run and for the most part long-forgotten
fanzlIles.

July 19n. I felt that I had something to say, that my interests - at the tllne in the
Doctor Who monstcrsand the numerous Target novelisations being published­
were r.ol: being catell'd Ior by the DWAS newsletter (called Cd~Jilll Toyroom
after a sixties episode) or magazine (called TARO/5 for reasons which may be
obvious), My fanzine, Orlldt, ran for 36 issues and was published more or less
monthly

The first organised lan group directly associated with the show came into
being only two years after Lt had started, whl'fl a young fan hving in
Stokc-on-Trent started to put togJ.>lher and mail out to subscribers an A4
dup!icated newslettercontainmg information on theshow's stars and deta ilsof
forthcoming telcvision stories. At the hmethat the first actor to play the Doctor.
Wllliam Hartnel1, teft the show, thIS organisation changed Its name from the
WiIliam (Ooclor Who) Harlnell Fan Club to the Official Doctor Who Fan Club and
it then continued operating throughout the Patrick Troughton era of the show
(l~1969)beforegrindingtoahaltaround1971.

Towards the end of 1971, howcver, another fan of the series, Kedh Miller,
wrote to the BBC asking about a fan club. As the previous club was inactive at
the hme, he decided to start and run one of his own and the Doctor Who Fan
Club came into being. Miller published numerous newsletters, as well as an
irregular magazine, but on the whole there was not much else, Ion Pertwee,
playing the third Doctor at the time,enicJyed a fan club of his own, which also
published a news magazme, but It wasn't untIl 197b that O,xtor Who fandom
really tookoffma bLgway,

This was due to the Iormahon m that year of the Do<tor WIIoAppreciation
Society, or DWAS - which still ('Xists to this day - and an explosion in the
numberoffanzinesavaitableforfanstobuy.lndeed,in the early eighties the
DWAS newsletter had to split the fanzine advertisements off into a separate
four-to eight-page supplement as they were swamping the ronlent of the rest
of the newslJ.>lter.

All of this background is by way of trying to explain why myself and
Stephen lames Walker wanted to bnng together some of the wealth of fan­
wrihng and commentary on Doctor Who and present it to a new audience, many
of whom were not even born at the time the original fanzines were being
published.

My own interest in Doctor WIrostarted around 1974-roincidentallythesame
time that Tom Baker took over the lead role - although I can remember
watching it as early as 1966 when I was five years old. 1icJined the fledgeling
o,xtor Who Appreciation Society in late 1976 and started my own fanzine in

FANSslarted writingaboul Doclcr Who almosl 3S soon as il began. DoctOI
WIw is, ofrourse. One of lhe best loved and mosl enduring science-fiction
television series ever made by lhe BBC. It firslslarled lransmiltingon 23

N(lVcmber 1963 and went on lol.'llpy an unbroken run of se3SOns and stories
up until late 1989whl."l1lheBBCdecided 10 cancel the series. Since lhl.'ll there
hasbeenasingleAmeri(an~fundedlelevi5ionfilmbulnolhinge1se

Some of the earliesl fan critirism can be found in general sf fanzines of the
time. For example, the first 'Dalek' story. ~The MUlants~. came under scrutiny
in a 1964 sf review ll/le, and science fiction fans found that the Doctor's weekly
adventures made a good counlerp.Jrt 10 reading and reviewing the latest
science fiction novels, which included, acrording 10 John (Jute's lIIuslratrd
£nr.ydoptdia of Somct fiction: ] G 8allard's Thr Dnlllghl. Philip K. Dick's TM
Mall In Im. High G!st/f, Clifford D. Simak's WDy StDtion, Frank Herbert's OUllt,
Andre Nortoo's Witch World, and other works from Roger Zelazny, Rollert
HemlemandlamcsBlish.

r'''-tv·-----------------------------
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Therefore I ,omed fOl'U'S With my WTIhngrolleague5tephenjames
WlIler, and set to outlllung rnesort 01 book wtWUllfd to sa'

What wtNvrcnded up Wllh JS, ~isf'Yt'f'Ybook tosomtexltnt. i
rompronuse bmo"te! our Ideal book and whill wt could practically
<khltVeglvtlllheronstrallllSolpage-lengthandlhe~uJremeI\lSolour

rdltor allhe BIlC. Whal we hope \\0'1' have <khle\'ed Isa Slnglebook
whJch fficapsulalesaJllhat is good and bad aboullheshow. [t has a
sound and accurate base, and upon that we bUilt acommenlary usmg
many quotes from lhe aforemenhoned fanzmes, ind also press reviews
and romml'lllS culled from lhe BBC's own Audlenct' R~af{h reports
overthl.'years.

Whal qUldJy beromesapparenl when Ioolmg: at D«t'" I\'M fatl2IDes
IS Ihr shm number 01 taJentl!d people who cullhetr teeth nlhe'r fdllUlg
or wnhng for lhrm. Peoplt who, twenty five yrirs igo, w~ wnhng
revIeWS of then<Uffi'flt futor Who are today fdlhng prolesSlonilly
published news-stand genrelltles, or are novehsts, doctors, profcssors
or olher acadenucs, Othen moved into televIsion and film and are
working as programme or script editors, or even running their own
productionromparues.

Agreal many of the authors of the vanOllS ranges 01 ongmal Doctor
WIrofiffion publIShed prolesIonally by Vlrgtnand the81lCrullhetr
leethlll the fll\Zll\eS.ln somtCll5e5 their novels have been basN on
pI«eS 01 fan f1ctJon publJShed years earllft",wluleothm are whollyon.....,

It wilSsometJungofadJ1emrlullodeode WNI to bepand whalto
dlscardfromlt\lrty,five~arsolfan wnlLng III ourseledlons for Tho
Trln'15lOn COm~!limr. Unfortunately, legally we could only use small
e~lracts from anyone piece (anylhlllg more would have meant Ihat we
would have had 10 have sought permission from lhe authon - an
Impossible task glvtll the shM number of Ihmgs we would hilve
WUltl!d to use and lherelahvtob5runty of sorneol the lilies and
authors) and so wt restrKtcd ourselve to pertl1lml quotes whICh
bacll!d up opuuons. or eumples of partKularly finr lhought and
1I'\il1)'SlS, or ongwl takes on lhe show; Ilems whKh bded agaLMt
oft-staled peorceptlOOS and whICh presented somedung fresh.

All of IhlS malenal was sUied and edited lI1llll we endl!d up wllh
roughly 1,(0} words per Doctor Who story, summal\Sl1lg lhe good and
thcbadaspeclSofeachadvenlure.Wefeelquitestronglylhal,h~emost

television, Doctor WIro was seldom all goodor~ll bad, and wanted 10
pomt outtlus f<kt, and also 10 hlghhghlthatevm the mosl critically
reviled adventures can have elements of gRalness, ri you know when
~"""-

Of C'lllml! we could havewnltm theseS«bOnSollhebook wholly
ourstIve, bulltlm It would havtJUSl:beenouropwons-twopeop'f­
as opposed to i seIectlonof V!NS both COI\lmIponry and mort rKftll

Wrrell thit II wolSlI1'lf'CWbnl to keep il brl»d.md hopdully tM resull
IS both U1tembng and eyt-operong.

As ttus was also a programme gUide, we mded Ihr book wllh the
hopr thal ooeday there nughl be some more eplsodes of thr show
made, and that we might bemlhehappy poslhon of Issumg a revised
~ihon. As I write there is shll tal~ aboulthe BBC collaboralmg with a
film com~y aboul.a featu~e based on the show. The producer of the
1996televtSlOtl moVie hasindlCllled thallus production was a "one
tune only oiler", bul has not daboraled further as he is curTeltly
wurhng on Ius own book about tht show he lNde whmul some 01
thtproblem5hrencounteredwillberMakd.

Whatever the future holds for Doctor WIw, onc thmg IS cerlam It IS
one of the mosl nexible and adaptable formats for a TV senes evl'f
developed. We have see'! other shows come and go wtoch tned to lap
Into the coocepts thal madt Dodor Who grw: QIlInhllll UMp, Slldm
it1d rvm &fh lilt VDlJ'itr SIIyrr ~ll COI\lam recogrusabk> demmts of
thtDl1ctor Who format. In a chrnite 011 lhemd of Ihr 20 cmrury where
our creahl"t' t~lmlS constantly Ioolr; to the~ to try 10 captuR ~ themt
for the present II seems lflCOOC'tlvabk> Ihal o.xt", 1'IIr(l wIlIlW\'er
rerum
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eanlhen;"stlyanylhiog.lnaClYised
soaetywesh::ll.ti~lOchange

flO5ellwswebeieYearewrong,noc---The~i'llTlll$alsoSU$p1C1C1U5

regantnghilD:Ulldc:nat:.
1I¥OIY!d.2I!QlSalolbpetSOnlluse,blA
flen Ihwe2,OOObooba"ldldon'ltuna
bookshop. lam nocStJggeSllng flalMs
Spedci'lg was ralIicbIg Il'I c:amabs. lllJ
IIesheer~i'lw:Wtd...,

COIISllIeredi'llhelgldhttidNlshe
WisscnedLMH311ylOtheUKtleday
aheftlearre$lo-qgeszlOlTlllhaI
Wl!lMIcorlSIderilepossibily

AIison Speddng IS otMoosIr an
inteIiO&nl woman. who eIIearYeIy held
IhelawsolaCCUllr}'w«haralherc:rude
legal syslemll'lCl:l!llefllll and IS now
pa~ tile price. Whil should concern us
Isthal s/'lereceives lair ancI unbiased
lreatmenlbylhelegalsySl8molBomi....... """ ........_,
moIivalion behnd het arrtsl, se&ms
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Mr <ny IS dearly Inglllened III;t ga~
men and wcmen ~e going 10 ab 0"0W
!he world. and somehow ac::I1IeYe hs by
altadonglhrotqlwoolciBboob.lh<MI
newslor you, MrGla~;lhis:conspiracy
you have tantasiseddoesn'lextsI,1'here
ate no gay men andwomenplorllnglo
kdlap1tlechildren ollhewMdandlum
Itlemll'llosexualdevJanlsltachildl$
ViY.flenlheyasegay,ike.or~ .. 1I
I$peopIelike~lhaImakeCtlarderb

!hem 10 aa::epl M10 they are Homosex.
uUlyisnocas.d, I'Mstedperversion_
,ouare.*

LETTERS'TO

"MATRIX"

·AnoltItHl'lll}'goodCtOpolleffers_
NnkttlM1)Q'lllI
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sothepaperswould/lave)'Ollbelieve,
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q: fIlhespl/!rrjdWesth:ian CMrwaJ
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IicbooSllCbOn),andbeganlObrowse.1
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Cww my lfIllI'ltSSIllnatiilyl Curse It!

LtlertlllflSel'lSoe,otause I~btsex-,,"_.'-'''''-_.uall101,,,,lite.iIolqtlcdyteaisl!d
elmng my early teens. Bebe II\a1 tme.1
W2Sf'IMl'axposedlDany~

IiletallR Of an, olher hcwnosexU me6­
lI'llifany1lTle.11 RoyGtayhnlcs1tlat
you can lI'Inuenc:e someone's sexuallly-..~_ ....
'/Ilhttehyfn9llSHIheIrorrCOYli!l'S.
1henhe IS i1SIOl'llshingly stupd. Aper.
son's sexuality Is decided upon'l birth, ~

ISnotsomelhinglhalcanbeird'aJenced""' ............



_____.o._ ,_._
·LastissueJosephNicholasquestioned
the roJe olFocus and wtlerher the BSFA
should be doing aI'ITiters'magazine:

Angel' SMck/~lon Hili
I09HucknalA\I8I1Ul!l,Ashgate.

ChesterlieJd, S40 48Z
IWlfJEstandama(published)auttlor
....tIosubsai~loan()titef.thaveonly

lirMed enthusiasm tor anlme. film st.
meOa Sf and tandom and conSIder any
anen\lOllp.udlO1hesenaBSFA
publica\lOO to be "'an inappropnate use of
the BSFA's reSWlCeS",

Can' you IeII'mtablg!he pI$S?0

Wlyne S,.mfonl
31 Adderwef Road, FfOITIe, 5a'nersBt

B.4I1INJ
IFJosephNic:holascareslOlooI<atlhe
(XIYerolFocus-yes,'lSlIOlevenneo&­
ssary 10 open Ihe conlen1pCible lhrlgl_
hewlseethewordslheBSfAwnters'
magaznf The word "aspmg' 15 notable
brnsabserx:e.Eiheflhavec:omplelely
the wrong end 01 Ihe stJCIc.or Focus IS
Iltended as aforum for members who
wnte.l'IOI-astkNctlolassuggests-a
'how-tG'lotthelnematyhopeful.

rmnollJylng 10 make outlllal Focus
lSex.actlyashowcaseollictJon,lhoogh­
aIlhoughlSSUe33waslarlromshabbyll
lhaldepaltmentButi(seemsmpliollFl
lhealDtUdeollhosewhodedarelhal
theyneverbolheropenWiglhemagazi1e
IhatttleyOOnlbelievelhalastory
pu~shedtherecouldbeofanylflterest

10 them. any«ay. Areal spur to
excellencelhall$!

Perhaps the aad lest is whether the
soccesstulWfllersamongSlllslind
somelhlngollfltereSllhere Itnol,lhal
rDghlbethe~melowonderabooll\$

future.Un~llhatday.leavewellalone.0

Ph/lllpRose
22 West End Lane, Pitltler, Middx., HAS

1AO
mPil Nichoias has apoinl aboiJt FocuS;
but perhaps some BSFA membefs enJoy
it Why nOl Iollow the example 01 many
corporalionsthat offer their shareholdelS
theoplionnottorecerveAnnualRepons?
I lor one would gladly agree 1101 10 re·
celVe Focus In lIle knO'Medge lhal afew
trees gained a lease of Ide!

On a separate IlOte, seeingJoselil
Nicholas's name reminded me 01 the
superbreview$he usedlOwnte'or
Paperbact Inferno. wny nol do a once·a·
year BSFA PubIica\lons Retrospective·
ltlebesl blls trom len years ago. IWenIy
years ago etc.' Surety lhts would bean
II1lereSlilg pan 01 celebl"alll"lg lOlly years
oIltleBSFA

Fllaly,whalaboulapro,ealoputal
~evKlUSBSFAPUblica\lOfl$orHI'le?As

'!Vel as an IlleresMg perspectrve on the
BSFA'seYolllbOn,I'dlhri:llausetul
researthresoun:e,anclthere must be
efXIl9l~IM! slatementslo knte
an avaland'le 01 Ieners: no more pleas
fromLtLloYedMatnxeotots.8

RayGflY
rOY9ray~il.coa

Focus,yeaornay I like Focusanclmdil
rolereSbngsormallofkeeplngll1lwlk

~oftencalriessomegoodarticlesand

useful a<Mce for unpublished wannabee
writers such as myseff. I have also shown
copiestonon-BSFAnon-s'writing
friends I'dlo have also found ~ uselul,
illeresting aooallKlsing. (Dedared
ilteresl,lhavehadpleC8SinFocusbut
I've also been rejeaed.)

1am somewhat unconYVJCed about
any BSFApublication carrying fictlOl1
because lhere are pIeflly 01 other Iiction
outIeIs, BSFA publication seems a bit 01
acopoul, but I'm notlOOwooied. ffsome­
one iswlingto take on e<itoriaIresponsi­
bilitythef'llheyhavelObea~wiIh&n

the rmtsol BSFA Arlicles,law and
decency. 10 develop ltle publicaoons as
lheyseefil. Thequesllonolwhat~

BSFA should do now IS alope !hal
needssornedebatebullltri..asloog
aSllremal'o5a~voUltary

otgarUSabOOchangewilbeotliculL
PS wtrrcidwegetlY«l Malri.lesll

onemaq'lsawnoex~lIOn,solar.

Pe!hapsI should check the websie.
Canlsee anyttmgtoday. *
• There wasanobceoothewebsrte, and
l'Ideedonpage201MatrD:133(thoogtJ
rather IlJCked away, ad'ndledy'}.

• The afgumefl( over Starship Troopers
c:m1lnUes:

IlikeBfOwne
5Randers Road, Chislw:k, LonOOn, W4

1NO
Ml,Y I. as anew member. enter tile
correspondenceonStarshJpTroopers.
despilenolhaVllQreadlheprevious
commenls. lfirsl read Starship TroopelS
when I was aboul13 or 14 in the earty
1960s. Il"sa Ixlokthars ifr9O$sible 10
stnplrom ItS historical conlext World
War 2was afairtyrecenlevenl'oraO
adu~s. Vietnam was an obscure country
in geogralily lessons, I usedtoplayal
soldiers in bombsites and went 10 an
Upm3lkel grammar schooIlhat drilled into
uSlhalweWOlJldha~elofighlandwin

the next world war. Heinleinorigina!Jy
wrotethebookaspanolhis1950s
juvenile series, and ~ lalched on 10 the
fears, insecuri!ies and expectations 01 my
juvenilegeneration,soeffectiveJy.

In his Ixlok Expanded Universe.
Heinleinmakes~cIearthat!hevote

could only be won by voIunleering fr
government service. and only asmal
rOOorityolvolunleerswouldenduplO
military SfflICe. apooll made deal by the
recrurtlflQsergeanl,aIthooghweleam
itleolwflaltheothefsdo. But ttllS aspea
olthesoaelydescOOedwaslotalylosl
on me ro those days andlisappears
entirely 11 the film. fflhelxloklSQM!na
ctoserreaong thana 13-year-oldwil
give it (certmy me) lhen ol COII'Se RICO
or:ty becomes and infantry man because
he's taied al every1hng else.

WIlenlre-readthebookinmyearty
2Os,ilSlJUCXmeslJOOglythatilwas
~f)elunanracehasbeenal

peace Ioral leasl two generalions before
the Bugs were encountered (and we
never learn nvc:h about how lhat
happened)~lherewasanavyand

army. trained and equippedlor -butJshallplactlCecacldingandcrying
Interstellar war The SOCI8Iy postulaled out "Cower, minklor
only makes sense dtlle lhreal1s More per!inenlly,lhough,we are nol
contmual and can only hold 1000000er licensing RobenJofdan's books to
lIflderacontinualthreal,wtnchas'aras Peanut Press lolistribtrle in Palm
the book tells us dIO'l1 exisl. Pilol·readable lorm. nor cid Peanut Press

Yes. t very well remember how the ever Ihink we W8fe: that was a weird
Ideas 01 powef. order and battle misLll1defslanding that got onlo the nets
appealed 10 me as a 13-yeat-old. somehow. We'relicefJsOg severaloltler
T1Wlkilg badl it's qu~e alarming. G books 10 tIlem aoo 10 ~Iher enlrepeneurs

Thfo Ross il the infant e*xt OOSlOe5S.lhoug/I. *
AIpyf StanNicholls

AJD<tButler'sgraceflAresponselomy stannichol1s@11neone.net
MaylenerfrllslbelhefllCeStw;ryl\'e MAH'l'lhankslormenlioningmylxlok
ever been told I was nght. Bodyguatdol/.91tningin Matm 132s

The balnow passes le Dave M. ·Saibble·s. You werenllO know
RobeftS:'lheidealhalagoverrmenlcan (becauselhepublishefl'l'lSSedlelng
pec:kandchoosel'dlolSaIowedloYOle evef)'boltf)lhatlheboclkhasbeen
most delirW!ty IS lofIensrveT- Vert likely. re-schea.lled. and IS now clJe 10 appear
But that ldeawiltlOlbelot.nd 11 Statship next February. T1lJs.1S because Qion are
Troopers. To spare Iwn 100 the pall 01 tlHaunchlngtheir~i'njmtat

re·reaoog It, I qJOle.." (NEl thallrne. with my booIl:andthelirstol
paperback 1970): 'When a boy. or agrl. Sieve Baxter's 'Marrmolh'tr*lgy as lead
readies hls or Iwlfeq,leenltl brthday. htIes.
he or she can volunteer and nobody else ButthepluglSstiltTlJChappreaated.
has any say 11 lhe matter: (RICO 10 *
reader, p24.) " . rtyouwanltoserve CclJnGsffnland
and I canltaJo:youOUlolil,lhen wehaYll colinllP1enty.cix.co.uk
to lake YOU,because that's your ASlWEyooCOl.til'tgettoMaggie
conSlitutional ril,tIl. h says NI . NoadJ'spartylortllelauncholAtJlhetof
~,maIe~~.shalhavehis PletllY.hwastdant.lhadalelrific
bom.~11o p.ay hIS 5eMCe.and assume line, 01 course, aoo soddeveryone
fulc1ilenshlp ..... (R8CtU1\iI"lg sergeanl else. more 10 the point. The reporl in
10 RICO. p29) " wenevef'a~anyone" Matnxl33mademeenjoydalover
-l.e.on~lgrounds,on again.
voIuntee:""9 -"The~w~l permll us Afew ttyperspacegrerRins seem 10
to.I...I~~camero.l\erel'la haverreptin,lhough,sollhoughtl
wheeI~rand~lfl.boIh~and snouldpoinlatthernandshoulloLdy.
weresillyenoughlOIlSlSlonvoting,lIley juslincaseofnisunderstaOOings
WOUId~,~ing~e~lo muhiplying.
match. (CMhan 00ct0t al lecrul\Jng Maggie has only one child. Ihe svehe
sla!lon to Rico. p31·1··· wehave and glamorous Sophie. Theolherwine
democracy unhfTIIled by race, coIor. waiter was .Ion Counenay Gnmwood's
creed.~r1h.weahh.sex.orCOJMCIlOl1, son James. Abrilhanl job they bolh made
and anyone may Win soverelQn power by 0111100.
anormally shon and nOl 100 arduous The Voyager edilor is Jim Rickards,
lermofservlCe .. :,(LectureratOlllCeI no!Rlchards.
Candi~le SCIlooj. ptS6.) Point made? sean Flinn is a lovely man, and an

My first leller (Wllh due respeCl 10 our ace Ixlokseller {and no,we donl say that
Edilorlwasnolinlendedasadigal aboutalllhebooksellerS ...),butldioo·t
AnCy, nor is tIlis a d"lQal Dave.11 claim he was 'the saviour 01 British
someone wanls to tell us thal ~e finds. a 'anlasy", amd nor did anyone else, as far
book offensive, good I~k 10 him: B~t d as I know. ThaI is something Neil
someone wntes - here 1'1 apobhcaoon 01 Gaiman has been heard to call SLtSanna
the BSFA -that abook says something Clarke.1 donl know quite how i! gol into
that ~ doesnt.!hey"re doing an in/UslJce Julie's notebook _ 'rom me, probably. ro
boIh 10 Ihe author and to anypotenllal lhe moocI tor exuberant inciscretions-
readefwho,on~basisollt1is but I tOOk it yoo're going 10 perpetuate it.
fa~. ~ rejed urveada Ixlok we should probably make sure it gets
wtich they fTl91! have en,oyecl and reapplied in the r9lt place.
perhaps denvecI great benefit from." Oh, aoo Jin &ms had tmJgll hIS
anyone wanls my own opll'lIOll- can' gorgeous p31l1ing aD the way from his
in'Iagne why they would - rt·s thal home 11 Bradord-oo·Avon. no! Stratford.
Helnlell was a good and WISe man, aoo Well. IIddget quite IlOISYlhalevenllQ ..
that~weretumedlosomeolthevalues • *
dIa~rlStars/'llpTrooperslhe 'Andherescontitrnal1Oll
world would be ahapplel" place Be JOII Cout1enay Grlmwood
bravel Risk otIence and read. l 2- )on@hardC{)py.de.cD.co.uk

Re "Green and Plenly lal'llf-myson
• Some cortt'CflOI'lSanddanfi::atJOOS. Jameswould~iketopollIOlJ:I'Ie'S

P'trick Nielsen ':'Ydtrl\ not Map·s (son.IhaIIS .. ~. 1;Jsl: hire
pnh,panu.coa hmouloccaSlOtlaly-dlIdslavelabclU"

l'tUOOCUDleciscoYer lhat rm 'Tor bo$s' -Iopourwneatlaunr::hparties,t:*·s
IMatrul~-TomDcherlywasaiYelhe rIduded!*
Iasltine 1looked.abouIlNetl1llUlesago 'ApoIogIestoa"



xrOIl IlOD nrnCULrS
arthur chappell

w~,,+ po'!>'!>i""-e. int-e.r-e.'!>t <. ...n Hv..... "ni'!>t'!> Finci in "

<.ou.pl-e. of '!>iblin"'} pro"'}""" ........ -e.'!> ...loov.t " lotJorlGl 1otJ~-e.r-e.

"':loci'!> not 01'\1, -e.~i'!>t lou.t int-e.r,,<.t Glir-e.<.tl, lotJit~

~v....."n b-e.il'\"':l'!>? T~-e. "n'!>lotJ-e.r i'!> lot'!> •••

gods shows throughout his adventures, an~ in many ways, shows us Why we
should. have no. place for gods 111 our hves. Hercules proves to be very
educanonalvieWll1gforHumanists.

In Htrrolrs And 1M Cirdt OfFirt, oneof the five feature films made to launch
the series and liS InJly spectacular CGI effects and sense of costume,
Prometheus is trapped III a pil1arof ice for his defence of humanily againstthe
Wishes of the Olympian hierarchy of Gods. HumaTIlty slowly loses the secret of
fire (given to us by Prometheusl,and the world grows dark and cold Hercules
rnhstshls father's help and sets off to rescue Prometheus, but l'Ven hisfather
wants to stop him, At first Hercules suspem his father is as evil as Hera (the
causeof.thecrisis),butZeus-AnthonyQuinnreprisinghislorbaThtGrttkrole
and lovmg It tor every moment he's on screen as the womarusing dirty old

codger-lsactuallyprotecting
Hercules, whose ha1f-Cod
status makes him likely to be
killed by some of Hera'slraps
on the quest

Prometheus is of course an
excellent r61e model for
Humamsls, in being more for
humaruly than pro-Cod
despite being a God, but we
see little of him in the episodes
~efeaturesin.lnmanywaysit

IS Hercules who takes on the
charilcteristic defiance we

normally associate with Prometheus. Herrules marries a woman, and raises a
family. His heroics and his need 10 do good for everyone means invariable
separatJon from domestic duties and I.'nforces hIS human qualitJes time and
tlmeagall1 over his phYSICal strength and runmng, He often OUlwltS opponentS
rather than thumpmg them anyway. When the .series (Htrcults) began ~

earnest, Ant~ony Qumn dropped out, and the farruly Hercules acquires as hiS
own m lhe films are killed off by Hera, hterally in the opening epIsode, "The
Wrong Path~. This le~ds Hercules to a hter~1 war agaUlst the gods as he
rampages round trashUlg Hera's temples. UntJl a human woman shows him
thefutilityofmindlessv!~lrn(eandhestartsbeingachampionforallmortals

once agam. Temple samfICes being stopped are a common theme in Htrrolts
(andX(l1a),argumg~slslentlyagainsttheideaofhumansbeinginsignifieant

compared 10 dlVlJ1e l'l1hhes.
In the nmth epIsode 01 H~r(ulfS, the Warnor Prll1cess Xena makes her first

appearance, as a cruel and beautiful warnor who seduces Hercules's best
friend lolaus, a regular character in the adventures, played by Michael Hurst
(whoseemstogetbetterhghtscenesthanSorboeverdoes),[olausisseduced
by her into kilhng Hercules, He almost does, and Xena also comes across as a
match for the derni-god

THE mt'lltioll of HtrCIIlts (subtitled Tht ugwdnry /oumlYS. ) conjures up
visions of ropy old B-movies fealunng the likes of Sieve R..eves and
Amold Schwanenegger. The Hmlll($ Iv senes featunng Kevin 5orbo

rises surprisingly high above such dross. For one thing.lhe mUSl:le-bound
central hero l5 played by an actor. notbya plank of wood -Sorboshows a
remarkable range of acting skills in lheseries, as does Lucy l.awless in the sister
show, as will be sem shortly.

Herfll!ts is the product ofSam R3lffil'S Renaissance Pictures tv studios Raimi
is most famous for lhe low budget, but highly Imaginahve, blach:omedy
horror flicks now known as Tlu £[;/ fkad Tril'\K¥. (The star of those films. Bruce
Campbell. appears penodically m HtrC!llo'$ and Xmo as Autolycus, the Errol
F1ynn· I Robin Hood-hke criminal genius known as The King Of Thieves}.

~Rp~a:;(:~l~i~;~~~lt~:~:~~u: ,----------'----------...,
Humanists. and that tradition pcr­
meales the adventures of Hercules
and his female counterpart. [t was
during lhe Renaissance in the 151h
century thatCh.ristian artistsbe<:ame
lIl11uenced by Greek and Roman art.
history. philosophy and myth
Bclore this hme, much Creek an had
bern destroyed as pagan and
superstitious, During the Renai·
ssance, such lraditions were revived
with a vengeance. As Creek and
Roman artists wl"Teas fascinated by
human ronn and depiction of
people in motion. the Renaissance
also saw the birth of the Humanitit'S.
It was suddi'!1ly in vogue to (ele­
brale lhe lIvt'S of ordinary propleas
well as notanes, pnests, and Blbhcal
heroes. Ralmi'S studios bemg called
~7.aissance· is th.erefore extremely '-- _

Herrules is a familiar figure to us all; th.e half-human demi-god is one of the
great archetypal h.eroes whose twelve labours thrilled many of my childhood
imagimngs. Half-human heroes are also common in sf lelevision, mosl notably
from Ihe day Spock, the Vukan lOgical non-t'motional hero of SLlr Trtk,
revealed Ihat he had a human side and had to suppress his feelings. Film
makers and tv producers are nervous of making the heroic (rather than the evil)
alirns too remote from any human idrntily. This was to result in even British
te1evision'S Doctor Who bring revealed as half human in his final televised
adventure to date. If ET could be all ahen and still loved by us, why not other
aliens? Why have to make them all 'a bil human' to make us empathise with
Ihem? Hercules hasa stronger right than most sf heroes to be half human, as of
course he was made such by Homer and other wnters long before sf was
dreamed of. (Thafs if you reject the idea of Tht Odysstll being a proto-sfnovel
in its own nght, whkh Idon·t.)

Spawned by Zeus, who had a habit of seducing mortal womrn, Hercules
grows up exasperaled by the lack of contact with his father and hisilleginmate
slatus. His step-mother Hera. insane with jealousy. wanls Hercules dead. and
hlsfalher ne,'er calls round to offer any fatherlyadvl5e Asa resuh, Hercules
rl.'nounces his dlvme strength and tnes tobea human. HIs contempt for Ihe



').<'!W-------------------
The sUcetSS of thf Xena epISOde prompted a call for Iler to get hef own

senes. wluchqUlddy wtnlmto prodiKtKln. Her mterest for many male VIew·
en IS wy undersundable. Lucy Lawless (already sa'l'I III HercuJes m othef
rolts) IS a truly belUtlful woman. so dressmg hn III doml1latm lealher~
shrt and reve.1hng leather lop, complete WIth leathn boots, a sword MId a
wtup, was enough to dnVl' lhe male audlmm wild In fact XnM also has an
llltenst foIJowtng III lht Amencan Iesbwt rommUlllty, of "'Iucb more llIter.

The producers IIId one problem m mabng the XtMsenes. Xena is an
utterly f'VII chaBcter, bul III a speoa1Iy prepmd teaser tJlISOdf' 01 Htmdts,
1'btGiuntkf', she IS~e toMVI' a change 01 htart. By !tit bme herO'Nll
senes began. she was a hero,aIbet adarler, moremdancbolyfigurelhan
her male COWlterpart, We lleYer doubt tllat Htmlles wdl come tlu'ou8h and
WU\ bul \ena often fails and struggle5 to come to tmns Wllh her nustales..................

karus.thebo\' ....·hofle....·toodOS('tothl.'sunlsalreadydeadasarl.'Sultolhls
lolly Stnul.lrly, Mldaslscured of his golden touch problem_Thestonl.'Soflen
evoke the Idea of Hen;uJesand Xena Ilvmgat lhecWofanna,the
gocterdammerung of Greel mylh Gabnelle metlS HomI'J, the bhnd poet
who wrote ntWJts5v_).eN partx1pales III the last days 01 IheTropn War,
sees lllthorst,and met'tSHden ofTroy. By tlusllmethe~ts,lftheyan'1O

bebebe'vfd true,werelargelyoverand done wIth,
Iason. for tnSUnre,lS an older, balllt-weary figure, rellvmg Ius Argonaut

adVft'ltul"l'S. In one cptSOde, lilt sLelttoos Ray Harryhausm create<! for the
film. JIson El 1ir ArplltwlJ. return. lhough RenalSSdlla Pictures CCI SFX
hmpre5S1~'taslheyare) are no match !of the old film's stunrnng l'ffect5on
tilt sLdetom. At tunes. !he RenalSSdlla effects are .IStorushmg. With huge
hydra monsteJ5 and serpents, built LSoften the sunplerostumecre.ltures. .

"In A"'~ric.", I~"\'i"n,, no'" c.~I~\'r"t~ )<.~n" d.,,'1- And. "'~'1 not?................. . .
Her evil pasl LS made conslantly to haunl her, She has dan~rous, that stand out: notably the 81ants (the best outstde lrwm Alien's ulIId O/TItt
unpredictablequalitil.'Sand still relishl.'S a fight against the odds,Shl.' takl.'S GlQlllsserieslandlheverywellprl.'Sl.'!1tedcentaurs
out whole mall.' armil.'S and enjoys doing it, It's no wonder women likl.' her 50 Xl'J1a Wlhll.'SSl.'S many biblical scenes In" Altart'd States'" she stops a man
much, as she beats so many macho sexist pigs sensell.'SS and kills thOS(' who who behevl.'S 111 only one God from kIlling hiS son, kus 111 honour of that
would use women to a morf overtly abUSIVe manner God, who Ktually turns out to be the boy's older brother, prl.'lendlng to be

While Hffcules has dOS(' friends hle lolaus, \\'1.' nl.'l'l.'t doubt that thl.')' are thf' VOKe of God. Thf' name lcus LS a pun on lsaac, son of Abraham. who
JUst good matl.'S aM buddIes, Xena has amore rtgular tTavl'llmg compamon, faet'd a Similar deerL'(' only to spare hls son tn the end, The messagf hl'fe IS
Gabnelle, who has malured from a dnppy natve \'Irgm full of romanhc dear, thal humans must protect all chlldren from sucll extreme beJicls and
bardlc dreams 10 gamlllg a near equal wamor status 10 Xl'lU lIerself Thl'tr that no God should be allowed 10 obhge humans 10 slay thw 0 ....11 i..llll and
relatJonstup IS I'I'lOre mtense and passtonale, suggestive of a rertam gay llll,ThISISa5u!prislllglyanti-bibbcalstory
affimty_ They tale balM and sWIm together, and adnurf one another's Xena also dlSCOVen Ihl.' ark oIthl' covenant, m 1111' Royal Coupll' Of
beauty. In one epISOde Xena, trapped III the body 01 Autolycus. 1luevl.'S-(aldedbyAutolycus)wluchhas~ythesameeffectM

actually passmately lasses Gabneile, In -Girls Just the story's 'Il1liIIlUS It does tn the film &IIJm OfTht/,(lS1
WanN Havl' Fun-, Gibnellll IS sedUCfd J1Ito an Ark Xcm dmdes such a de\tJao lSrI't for her and
aU-ftmalevamptrtdub,wherethesenseolerotlc J'"I'hxks It. (wtlh a.n obv1ous 1111I1 that IndWla
pa5SIOfI IS blatantly aplored. The eptsOOl' ,Iones ..,11 find It nat). In -GWlt )...JIW',
Iool.s Ille a teaser for a sott'pom film Xena helps DaVld sLJ'f' GoIaalh.lwho IS
vt'l'SiOl'lolDrlnl&r portrayed for once WlIII some

Lucy lawles5 comments on the sympathy and understandlllg);
lesbian sub-mottf herself III an actually W doesn'l so much help
mtl.'TVll'W 81ven 10 SFX magazme in as do the deed !of Dam, to thl'
November 19&8, -I'm very dt'gree that yOll wondef why she
thankful to the New York lesbaan wasn't tTM.'I1t1oned mthe Bible
community because they wl.'te C1earll' mo\'1I1g on St'I'era)
the first onl.'S to latch on to the rentUTIl.'S, Xl1la has 5l.'vl.'ral
show Itlaculhsh way and make encounters WIth the tyrannical
11 htp, I'm totally oomfortabll.' juhus Caesar and mL'('ts
With that. To me, Ifs lile Boedicea, 100, even though their
saymg Xena has grey eyl'5 history postdatl.'S lhe l.'3rher
llIsteadofblue. BlgdNI'['m sure Biblical soipture story and
moscgaypeopledon'ltlunkaboul prere<ll'5theadventofChnshamty
bemg gay all day long. We could by SS year> at least
male .. blg deal out of it and say 'Oh In a none 100 senous ad\'enture,
gosh. she's nof (a lesbaan).or 'Yes she -SoIShCt Carol", Xena actually rneoets
IS', and ahenate part of our audlmCt. Why on the Mldwllltn Festwal eqwvalent of Falhl'r

~~a~:~~:~a::U~~ha:~t~~:ery~ ~eeo'Conno,.asGtlbriel~~an~/t:~;Id:=~~I:
way 01 Ioobng al the world, lSrI't 111 It lUst doesn'l hurt us or male a condudtd III Htrotlt'$'s -A Slar To GuKll' Them- when loI.Ius has V\SlCIrIS

dlffermceontwayoranothtr: that lead tum and Hercules to Witness the amv..1of the SW Of Davld at
In Amma,1esbwIS now cril.'brate Xena day And why not1 Bethlehem. lobus goes lllto the stabit, but Hercules, smsmg the fMSSUlg 01
Thl' Hnndts smes conllnlll'5, popular and deservedly so In Its own nghl. Ills agt, stands Nck and watchei In morost sdenre, tumm8 the tradltKln.l1

Some stones arl'~ comedies, others dark and dl'pf!SSlll8' In "Ust AGWlt IlNge of hopr Into a mort sombrt pagea.nt.
Shadow-, Hncules IS tryIllg to bnng down thl' Mother Of All Monsten Both Hnn/ts and Xmr were gIVen to harsh stones amidst the humorous
(undentandably vengeful after HerruJes has killed mosc of hl'J children) but ones In -Gibnl.'l1l.'·s Hope- Gabnetle IS dupM mto an affair wltll a cull
dlSCOl'm Ihal a gentle pant and fnmd of hLS actually loves the repulsive Ieadtr and spawns hrs child, whom sill' names Hopl' The 81r1 grows
snakt woman, (oot of tht show's most Impressive monstm) And he COTTlt'S al.lrmmgly ~UlCLJy, and IS c1l.'arly a psychotIC lllln, but Gabnelk loves her
to Sl'l' the valul' of protl'ctmg her. "Ktng For A Dal'" lS the first story g1l'en as a II'lOIher mIght. and even thrl.'all.'TlS to kIll '(ena before falm8 1Il.'t
ovnexc1ustvely 10 a supportmg player, and lolaus handles hlmselfl'\lfl'J11elv dau8hter'sdealh to fool Xena mtoleavmgthechJldalone.1n "Matl.'rnal
well m tl,Sl.'Itmg thl.'scene for other stonl.'S m whtch thl.'cenlfal character instincts" the 8lfl Hop" returns and l.'vl'l'ltually ktlls Xena's o.....n Tl'Cl'lltly
doesn't appear at alL a rare event on any televtston show with an eponymous discovered forgotten child, and Xena ktlls Hope {who will later return from
hero tnedead). BynowXena has bl'rome very dark and serious mdeed. Gabrrelle

History and chronology are eXlfl.'mely confused in both HtrC\llts and XtrlQ. and Xena lfy to kill each other over the deaths of thetr rl.'Spective offspnng,
It is unctl1ain what period of mythical hislory tlley are set in, the dawn of and almost suC«'t'd until plunged into tile realm of illusion where they face
Greek civilisation, or its swan song. When Hercull.'S meets Daedalus, father of hallucmogenlC musical numbers tllat force them to teassess their relahonshlp



.,.",---------------------------------
and chill oul. That's righl,thesavage harsh storylinesuddenly turns ffiusical,
a kind of Gilbert-and-Sullivan meets Wagner parody, surprisingly well
staged,showinglheextraordinaryrangeofitscast'sacting.

Lalerthedark,miserablesidereassertsilself,whenHoperomesbackand
apparently kills Gabrielle in the third season finale. Stay tuned for season

f""Hncu/(s wml straight for laughs much of the time and even gol into a
phase of dabbling in pantomime. [n "And Fancy Free" (a parlXly of the film
Strirtly &llrocm),thehard-man hero is caught up in a dance contest witha
girl partner wllh two left feel, To leach her th.e necessary skills quickly he
enrols with her in Widow Twankie's dance academy {the widow is played in
high comedy by a near unrecognisable Michael Hursl, more familiar to fans of
lhe series as [olaus).The widow proved popular enough to resurface in "Men
In Pink",a high camp variatiOllOll the classic Monroe, i.emmOIl, Curtis film,
Somt Ukt il Hot in which Autolycus and Salamonius end up in drag in
Twanky'sdancetroop,

Alllmes the humour in Htrculrs slops Ihe show from being anything other
Ihana comedy, Salamonius (a regular wise guy, toga salesman character)
seems remarkably like Terry Pralchetl's Discworld's CUi Me Own Throat
Dibbler, a sell-anything·and-run-before-they-realise-they've-been·had figure
Thecomedyreachesitspeakin"Porkules"whenHerculesistumedinloapig
(a parody of the film Babt), and its sequel, "One fowl Day" when Ihe female
pig who falls for him tries her hand at becrlming human for a while, There is a
homage to tradition here of course, wilh Homer also having Ihe crew of
Odysst'lls's Ship IUmed into swine, but the comedy detracts from Ihe serious
alms of Ihe show, [n "Yes Virginia, There Is a Hercules", the parody takes
over when the slory IS broughllo our own time, and the making of HtrCults
Kevm Sorbo vanishes, and the production crew, seeing their profits
dwindling, struggle, fight and bicker over how 10solvethecrisis,AHematives
suggested includespm-offs (such as Xma),theadvenlUresofyoung Hercules
deplclmgtheheroasa Il.'t'I\ager (often done in the senes itselfl and turning It
into a cartoon (a vicious lampoon of the Disney film about Hercules that was
undoubtedly inspired by Iheshow's success). Some scenes are hilanous as
new Herculesactorsaudition lousily, and there's a terrific srene in which the
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male members of the production crew take a leak in the gents' loo while
collectively showing their bitterness by whistling Ihe programme's theme

",,"
After such lightweight hilarity and with Sorbo back from filming on other

projects the stories get dark and seriousagain,Hercules'searthly mother dies,
Zeus returns (now played by Roy Dotrice and not Anlhony Quinnj and
invites his demi-God son 10 becrlme a complete God. Hercules tries it for a
while, but sickl'lled by Olympian !tfe and after a brutal bailie with Hera, he
rejects supreme power and returns to demi-God status

In many stories we see humans become god-like and fall, and gods becrlme
mortal and having 10 lump il (even Hercules suffers Ihis fate briefly in
"]udgemenIDay"),

Xrntl and HtrCults are very entertaining hokum, and if you don't quite buy
that idea, try watching them back to back wilh their imitators, Tar<all and
Sillblld,Tar.allattemptstoturnthestoriesofthejunglelordinlosf,Hefights
more aliens than lions, Sinbad is an attempt todoa HrrClllts in an Arabian
Nights setting, Both the pretenders to the throne fail due 10 lousy acting,
ill-amreived srnpts and third·rate special effects_ Their failure helps to make
Renaissance Pictures productions all the more stylish,

Xrntl and HtrC\lles can be violent shows, which lends to put many
Humanists off watching. which is a shame, After all, the central theme is acall
for peace and an end to violence, God of war Apollo's first collision with
Hercules ends on the brink of a bloody battle between two armies whICh
Hercules stops with the aid of the maimed ghosts of the dead of former battles
standingbetwl.'t'l\ the two forces, reminding the living of the cost of their
wars, When Apollo tries to force Hercules into direct combat. Hercules
refuses and beats the more powerful God by refusing 10 fight at all, Whilst
violent, the message of Xmll and Htrculrs is OIle of peace,

Hrrcules and Xt1Ul are extremely thoughtful at times and self-indulgent,
pleasant time-waslers at others, judging them merely on sex appeal factors is
a mistake. They actually show us why the old Greek gods (Greek despite the
show being filmed in New Zealand), would have been much more mterestmg
Ihan Ihe God believed In by Christians loday, If I had 10 believe in Gods, the
Greek ones would winout every hme,

-Cl ArthllrChIlpptll T998
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RESULTS OF COMPETITION 132. "THE WORD"
The word was". 'Earth',

I. 'T7lrCrffllHillsoffArlh,RobertA,Heinlein 7, fArlh Is Room Enough, lsaac Asimov
2 A!ltht Trllps of UIt/h, Clif/ord D. Slmak 8, Earthman Camt Homt, lames Blish
1 ThtAirscffArlh,BrianW.Aldiss 9, EriltdFrom Earlh,Ben Bova
4, Dowlllw"j to Iht Earth, Robert Silverberg 10, AGift From Earth, Larry Niven
5, T1ttGlllofblllh,OrsonSrottCard 11. LikrNothillgonEllrth,EricFrankRussell
6, Dut SUp From Ell/rh, Harry Harrison 12, Pilgrimagr to Ear/h, Robert shedley

Colin GlUnland said this: ·When you find yoursell nlppmg thru' the Encydoprdio looking
for book tilles with 'Earth'in them, you know your time is being wasted by an expert," Glad
to be of service. Dave langford said he should havebcenwritingartidesforSFXralherlhan
doing Ihis. Since a prize will be winging its way to Reading,enleringMlltri:rcomps proves to
be beuerpald,Dave. He also pointed out thc'missing'13thquestion, fArth by David Brin

RESUl1S OF COMPETITION 133:~ASTE DISPOSAL"
Terry Jeeves WUlS this as (apparently) thconly olher BSFA member who wanted 10 dispose
of Ihe phrase 'Sri-Fl'. Olher llems for the shredder included Blakt's Smon, large-size
paperbacks, the complete works of Harlan Ellison, the wrilersof book-rover blurbs who give
away the plot, and Ken L1ke.
OTHER POINTS"

happyloreportthatrC{entlyretiredQMRogerRobinsonnolonlyenteredallfour
comps but also s<ored 100%", no entries at all from women, Is there a message here, such
as "We're too busy wasting our time OIl more important things"? .,. according to the editor,
Peace O'CakeiS,lOt an altffego for]ohn English,despitewhatseveralpeople thought ,
many gripes about 16 down in the crossword, Over to you, John English: How dQ you get the
answer from the clue?

-lonnOllis

RESULTS Of ACROSTIC 1
Set by Peace O'Cake,
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ARMAGEDDON i

THE

reviewed by gary dalkin
ROCKS

TOGETHER
Finally Wl'are Irealed 10 Ihe slghl of small chlldren runnmgaround Lnslow
motIOn holding Amencan flags.

AI lasl It 15 0'0""" Never hal'e 151 nunull'Ssetmedsolong.orSI40nulllOn
dolJars been so tastelessly squandered on film.

A'IMgNJm IS decadtnt anema III lhe purt5t sertSe I1 IS a film WIth
ab50lulely no Idea d. what lSappropnate, with nopurpost, not:lung Ioyy.
WIth no Idea about AnythLng al all. Every scene IS compost<! as Lf It wert potrt
olahugE'set-ptt'ct'.Thepotct'15frmetK,anenllrerJ'lOV)l'cuttogetherhleaTDfIl
1I""ltrtycartoon. Wllh no rt5p1te. balanct' or strueture Perhaps It really IS the
trader for a 15 hour film.

With no pIoI. no characters and no pomt. A,..gtd4m allempts 10 b1udgMI
IheaudM'nct'mlosubllUS.SMln.FanlaslJa1lylaVlShlmagesare~lung.but

mean notlung. The w~ IS a rrientless bamrgt of IIghl, colour, movement,
sptaaleffeetsandl'lOlSl' D1a1ogueL5Shouled, but e".en wIth Dolbv OIg11al
ffCOT"dLng IS sIll1 inComprehensible .lgalnsl CTUshmg SOWld effl'dS. Ihe
scrt'amLng of Aerosmllh, or Tfl'\'or R.lbLn·s crass urulatlOO Tll,me score, Ihe
fashIOnable pseudo-CtllIc sound even lI'lOreJllappropnJle here Ihan It was on
Cameron'splcture

The end result of enduring Armogtddol1 lS exhauslion. a headache. and Ihe
dirty feeling 01 being regarded wilh uller ronlernpl by everyone involved in
the productioo. This is not film by any norrnal slandard. but cinerna as lhtme
park ndl'.Or perhapslt marks a new era, Ihe dawn 01 the dance bloclbuster.
For desplle the agnng rock 'muslC' on the soundtr.xk,. Al1l1IIgtddo.1 plays hlt
malJlWeanl Hollywood 3SSlITulahng dal\Ct' 'culture- As such IllS a relenlless.
empl}', overwhelnung smsory assault bemI of any value whalsOe\·er.

-CC.ryOrltrnl998

Dialogue lS reduced 10oo....linen. with a cui betWeel1 every onl'. Bay seems
10 Ihmk II is possible 10 play lor the broadest ofcomlC-book laughs. lhl'!'l still
gl'!'lerateexcitemenl and elpe<:llhe audience 10 lake lheevl'!'l!S 011 screen
seriously. He makes the plOl a Sl'nes of inCldl'1l1S which could ~ rearranged In

any order. fornothlllg leads 10 anylhmgelse. There IS no bUIld-up, no Il'!'lSlon.
ThLngS)ust happen. and With such raplditylt is often almost imposstble 10
know just what or why. Money IS thrown al the screen and buml The
astorusIungdcstructJonolcmtralPans15dlsmlSStdm.fewseronds.

A1mIgItJdan{I998)
Diededbyr.khaelBay
Wntr1g aedts rll aedbcnletl·.kr1aIhanIien5lBqlID:llY!andRober1RoJPooI(Ilayj.
TOI'If~(adipabon)-.I~SMno(adaplalion~Wl1l.-IbyJc:Ntl\;llHensleql

andJtl!flyAtnms{asJ.J.AtransJ.PaUA!tanD:l(wcrtd!ed)(~~and

AmIlil:lern1¥l(IoIICtedltd)(adcItlonaIwnling)andScollRosenberg(lro"edted)(adlhcnaI
wntw!g)andRobertTownelL.WKH<iedl(aQiti(mI'Ml1Ing).
CaslrllQ·edtsorder)BruceWili5(H~S.StamperI.BityBobThomtOll(OanTlIIIIo1n).

lri T)'!er (Grace StamI*I. 8&"1 A111eck (A.J. FroSlI,WiPanOll(CtIailes"Ct»cll'Chawlt!.
SliWBuseernl (Rockhoundl,Perer Stormare(levAn<Jopow).OoII!!1 Wd!lOll (OscarChoi).
Kellh Dal'l(l(l) IGenefall(llTlS8~I, Chns Enls (Wailer Clar1l). JasOlI lsaacs IRonaldOuoncyI,
Ken Hudson Campbel (Mu leMel1l, WiIliam FlCl'ltner (Col WiIliam Sharp), JeSSlCa Steen
ICo-PiotJEmderWaul.ChalttOllHestOll(NiflalOl"(I'OIOll))
PIOI1oc:edtly·KlnlYlla1"ll)(I$SOCl.lte).tMlael8a~_Jtrryllruckhelrner.Jonalhan

Hensle9l (exea.rIMl). Gale Ame Ibd. Cl'IadO'nan IlxlCUIM!!. Pal SandsIon (assocaal'l.
Jin Van Wyd (elecurrve~ a.ry H. WaIO"nan (assooalt)
OngnIlmusicTreYI;I"Rat-lllldfWTyGfll9SM"WJilms(~mUSlt~

Cilem~byJc:M~~)·ll'IPa-.a¥l$lOl'l2:3S-1

Co5UneDes9lbyMagaliGudasoand~Kap.!
~DesqlbyMid1aelWhU{Yll)

RmEdlngbyMirkGolclUt.Onl.ebenzon.G1etlScdetuy
ISI rmAe5·00bJ0!gIlaISCU'ld

AOliCAD£ ago Ihere was a pop-metal singltby Def leppard,lhehook 0.'
wtuch revolved around iI 'WItty' wordplay: Armageddon I -['m a
gettIJ\'.ir. Now WE' have the film oIlhe 45, as Ilm AffIed gets his

rocb off with Lw Tyler and everyone anbapall5 a Vff'{ big bmg indeoed.
ATIIIlI~, the ~. pbys hke nothing so much as a 151-nunule
CinenWcope hard-rod VJdto. WIth a rock-llard Brutt W~hs saVUlg IIlt ....orid
to the ur-rortunng acromfWUmml of rod, dlllOSillfS AfflMUlh. In iI

proklgut as corny and samplastK is anyttung from 17tt WllftolttfN/ Wood 11(
Drsnty,HoIJywooddlllOSaurOwrlton Hestoo l/lfonns us that a big rocldld
/or thf temble IlLlrds. and guarantm .mother one IIis our name on It. 65
mLnlOl\ yean later some tns lumps 01 rock destroy aspaa shuttle and parts of
New York. In the aftermath NASA finds WE' have only 18 days befort' an
ilSlet'01dttu.'slZeofTexasdestroyseverytlungelse

The only possibility of stopplllg the rock is toblo.... it apart from the inside
So rather than leaching astronauts how to dnll and plant a nuke, NASA
reCTlulSBruct'Willisandhisfavoureddysfunctlonalol1-drilllllgroughnecks.
Apparently IllS much. easier 10 tram a pad of baHoom brawlen 10 function
Ln space, than totraLn astronauts 10 use technology. In a vaLn bid fof
p1aUSlblllty BNa' expWns that he has been dnllLng lorJO.years and shll
doesn't know ~hlJlll aboulll. but then wedlSCOm' that drilllJlll appem 10
uwolve no lI'lOre Ihan pressulg a bultlXl and shouhnga lot wluJelooking
constlpotttd.So perhaps Bruct IS JUSt a slow Ieamer.

Our merry mm amve at NASA, subfKt us 10 a WlIIess psyc!lologlall
profiILng seqlll'nCr. rush through Iwoyearstrauung m Ie'l days and sing
~~aVUlg on a Jet PIane~ 10 lIv Tyle!' - Ilruce's daughlrr. AflI«k's lover and
Iokengll'heon Ioobng-prettyand rrymgdutles- before b1astillg'ilff Ln two
speoal space shuttles whICh. ronvenlently. NASA hasn'l bothered 10 tel11he
pubbcaboul. Thesespeoal shulllcscan shng-shotaround the moon and land
OIlaslerolds.evenasleroldswllh lots of rough. sharp. POlllty, ShckY-QUI bits.
Actuallylheseshultlesaren'lthalspeClal,becausell tumsoul Ihe one wilhouI
Bru(('on board is only in lhe movie so lhal it (an explode and disprovelhe
notionlhaldebnscan·lbummavoK"Uum.

Dll'ector MLdIaeI Bay hkl'S apios!ons. He likes Ihem everywhert'. Yet the
Operungdestruction 01 New York. VlSUaJly breathlaktng as some of lhe shoIs
are, has no unpact because we only have a smgkoancature 10 Idenllfy Wllh - a
shnll wnp bid: man dolng a 'Chns Tucker'. perhaps Ln tnbute IoIB year's
BructWi1llSsldlsaster.1lItF,ftlr £JtrnnJ1

Bay has an aplogm lI'l an od ng. wlud'l. doesn'lltiSpU'e mudl anfidl'l'lC1'
Ln OIl-man BllK."f as a dIoM:e 10 s"ve the world. $.tid explosion beng a rt5ull of
Broct', tlaVIngdtSOOveredTyltrIII Affieck'sbl'd,(hasUlg Ben around theng
wIth a shotgun and shootmg attum -~y as John Waynewould have done
Ln one of his comedy westmtS. uler Mlchael blows up Ihe Russian Space
Stallon (sic). nodoubl so mOll1ckered because market rt'Sl'arch revealed the
larget audience so berefl of brains as 10 not know whal Mir mighl be
However, Bay only blows 11 upafll'ra'rduelhng' sequence so ronfusing as to
be Incomprehensible. and to pick up a Comedy FOrl'1gnl'r. Wearegwenlhe
heart·warrmng opporturl1ly 10 observe how Americans mlghl re stupid. bUl
thtyhavemuchbetterspacetechnology(UsefulRusslanspKehp'recalCltranr
machLnef}' can always ~made 10 work by hlltUlg It)

Afterllusourberoess"vl'theworid WeleamlhataspacrshuttJecantale
oH hl.:e an aeroplane from theshattmd la.ndscaped. An Mrod, thoogb Bay
glosses over ttusinthe hopelhal no lXll'will notIct'MIUd all the sound and
ful)'.andha~alaughatthe'tearfulfamo'dl'Sct'nl'~WL1llSandTyIrr

which famously caused such nurth al theCallJ\l'5 Film Feshval tIus year
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P¥noulh. Guem include Jim Bums, 00119I1
Dlxon£25Illt19I,01f398d

BSFA London Meetings
Onltltrno.-tromJanUIIY-seeno
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*earobtll.co.uk/tlIttons!lItNdOlcon

20-22 Nov: BOZ.coN
StClll'l."GolclenTiJipHolel,~op

ZIlom.~GueslsTICI¥MImI.

EdltfoC-B.Ptter$dLiap.Reg.M..G&S
(-..£22).
:!) AMefNr,I Qll E'lI'j'dl. 0tndtshIt 4.
2517VTDenKaag,NeI'e1¥ds
Il)fu+(l1O-3S61215
*"nUllt,fev.euf.nl
• http://WW,SI.plu.1I1/...wPUtU/
~.r

20·22 Nov: IrfldcDll98
BoardgamngCCllMllionattleRoyaJAnoJs
TtudeHolel,llrrIw'qI.im.
*pevu3f1!ep.C'O.uk
.http://ountOrld.COIlpuservt.ee-/

nOlllep'9u/ldodds/aldeo".ht.

21·22Nov:Peladon98
ConvenIico1fposs1btycomme«:iaJyrCl1,by
'EY8l1tslne,lce!ebr,tngthe35thanrivels.11)'
01 Drl'rhoandlhe2Olh0l 8lak8:s 7'1
BOISti:ln Spcm Centre, &siIdon. Essn
Manypsu inctICilgCorlll Baklr,
SyI.,...er McCoy,Wendy Padbury (Zot),
SophItAldrtdlAcelandSarahSutton

I""'·
001819280800
*ptllevtnUlnc.de-oa,C'O.uk
$http://lNtI.nentSlne.de-oa,C'O.uk

3-6Dec:Notdcon............
0GdansluWlf~P08oJ7'6,

8O-32SGdwlI37,PoI¥d
10+48-58-531073

4-6DK: Dracon98
GlneralslCO'l.nowinnl4!hye¥.l'Ih
HutelS¥fon,Bmo.CzedlReputik
GlOrJcon.POBo_l30,61500Bmo,Czech­0t420-5·7S4870FuteSo5J8249
*dneonfpost.ez

5·8 Dee: Eslelcon98
Spar'l'sh ToIkien Society cornll(eoct in
&reelONl.
o Ms ESlela Gut*rez, CISan Cugal, 68,70,
tw3-2a, 08201,Sbadel. Barcelooa,Spai'l
*be"adhl'finae.Cl»

•27 hn 9'J New yenue!
·24Feb99

London Circle Meetings
Abolllht.ll.tiieeTl'IM'lbIJlnil}'be
II'Il:Ml'l\lnJwulry(seep3).'\.a1O::InCide'
~ .. anlhtkslTlu'sdlycllwl
tnnr*lnUlUllyUlabolJ5pn.No
Sf*1'lMnlS bul '*YpoJ.W-iW'd.-
GlJusl un up!
·5Nov983Det911

Birmingham The INn SF Gto.op"'""
OIINMIXI'lCI Fnoar ctlht ...nhan1ht
MIXI'lCIlIDorctll'ltlln\ll'lUHolIllOllNlrw
SlrMl_ctlllllr-'sNr:wilc:an
u.nbtrsl'oplStlS,..)'f¥.wl'Idl
irKtlclIsa~~

IDMartlnTudor,24FQ~Grow,

oIIC1&r1lM~,WItrNll,Wesl

MKland$,\'ffl131Hlt
:t:hs[9'bortas,dellOn.C'O.uk

Cambridge SF Grcup mMls tw11iw1
sllCO'ld Monday 01 lht month nThe
Wr.$II.,s, Newldarl<81R(la<l.Cambriogt

-1999-
29-31 J.n: W'IpCOIlIX
Iflllnd"sllIII'IgamrogCO'l.l'Inl'll'llhj'O",al

.........'-.""''''''''''.
GlW~IX,UCC~Olb,

lhYWsIyColege.Cork.hlmI
*OOIlIljlM:'!lolallll,ee-

5-7 hb: X1-LopIlttM
8e'YdlIlnlil&tsl1li1l.{sI-«ItaledllU5lCl
--.on..fIe~ N*INl Holel.
8asI1gRokIGuest5Da.... CIIlMll
lIwrtnotDNn.Reg.£2S(ulwJgedE16)
lI'd31f121l998flenE»'20.
5lXiqhont.cf03oIHiTopDnoe,<:lakhim.
l.eIwlerstweLEI56NF
*_llophonfflstanky.de-oa,co,uk
*http://lNtI.dttI0ll.Ot9/u1ophone

6Feb:Plcocon
London Imperial Coiege's iIIDJaI one-day
lJ8IIffal51 oan - reeommended ~)'OUVt nevtI
tried loan belOl"e. Nofur'theo' de!a~s at lIfess
~me,

19-21 feb:Llghtspeed99
Me6aoansllhe~HoIeI.Covenll)'.

:D16BramwelSt.EaSIWOOd.~,

SwthYorkshirt,S651RZ

26-28 Feb: Chronicles 99
~oan.lheQnltattbJse,

~Reg.£45.

IDDr.;dSlon, 69 MlrtinCre5l::ft.
&tgw..,~HAa6J3
aUlOllsdfUn.COI
• bttp:/I-.ben.aol.a./

dSllOllsllli/ehrOllleln19.htll

26-28 Feb; FM Tor Pan
Qmlcs:r.rmlloan.tleIlnlnNHoCeI.
flinwqIam.UKHo!Ko'nme'oaI-..,poIil....-GlFalTorPM26apqpe.A......... Southend
anSM,ESSft,SSl1Ll
*!tpeonfaol.Cl»

26-28 Feb: Redemption
Ba¥enS.,.;lIlaM'sStvtnoanlllhe
kllernalionalHaelinAshtord.Kent,Guesls
GarethThomas,JaneKilllek,Sheelagh
Wells, Jot Nau.ro. Aeg. nowE40
GlAt(Iempban,28o.proseAoad,Corie
Mullen,Wl'Ilbome,Dorsel.BH2130Y
*JudlthfBlaku·7.delOn,CD,uk
*http://VVII.5IOf.Cl>>!re<le.ption/

C.trdiffSFGroI.prneeb(ll1lt1irsl
TutSdarctlhtlllldlfl7.3Opmin
WeIngIan'ICaltBar,42T'heHlyes.

'"'"
CoIchntetSFllbrorlFIIWJGto.op
metUanlltlwdsa.wyctudlmunr.
ll'l.3OpmI'lThtPlilJNkMIUlI'ISl.........
0DeslMsanOl2SS112119

HullSFGrvupmeets(llNsta:IIl(\and
IoI.rflT...-ars ctllf mtr1ltl.1lp!I1O
103OpnatYtCJdlILotSel.MMktI
PIIet. tt.lI. ThtIUGto.opmJlkedih
...,......-wrl'l~

1ll1tn ..... (Il0141<'4479S3010.ft
• IEtltllt(ll 0141<' 444291

LelctslerSF Gto.opmllfllSan Ihtlira
FridlIrollhtrnorll,venuevarin
IllnmGt_anOl1~2792280

*rbeanI91obdnet.co,uk

Manchester-FONT mee!s in
Wethtrspoon'i pull (on lhe eomif 01
PieelOil';Gw(len5,nearlht BR lil,llO/Il on
.... IK.(IlldarodllU1hTIusdaysinthe

4-7 M.r: World Horror Convention
InAllna,GeofgIa.GueSlsI'lCldllJohn
ShIl1ty,MeilGainan,UuSnellings.RIg.
$75 to 15 Feb99,Sl00(ll1he mer
GlWcrldHorrorC<Jlver60199.POlloal48.
QaItston,~30021-oI48,lJSA

*80notton..-oLa.

6-71..: Wcrocon J9
SInaIstoan.tlelhYersilyclEnwNo....-
19-21 Mlr:Starlury99
~~oan-tom'Tomcall'focb:l.

1OI"d··~'Wo'nenI'lSo-RlilSilYS

hn}Guests TraeyScoggins,Claud'1I
Ctw\s1iln1'"Id\ets'<XlSI£45
0Slar11wy99,l48al»eenswily~yswa1er

londanW261Y
.http://VVII·9eDC'ltltS.a./AtuSI/

Chuberl1784/3eanhany,
PS1Corps,eOl -

2·5 Apr: Reconvene
ThtSOlt1UKNationalSFCoovtntionarodlhe
laSlolthell'lenliethcenlul)':veouelsltle
AdelphiHolel,l..iverpoolllldthegueSlslWfJet1
Noon, Pe1ffS.Beagle,JoI'InClulf,Ron
nllffilndTomHon.Newslenerfrom~

~t'l";lblP!{aJuJohnGrant,a.k.aPaul

8Imett)ll'slherrted.-Wld"Trnewas:Trne
IS,Trne shall be' Reg.lrti1Dec98E30:M'
6Oi,5-1"andSlql.EI5,\.I'dlIf5$lret.Book
1lO'II'! .... bookIngswilhavelopay
tubstanllallylllCft.TotrlCO.l'lgluty
booIcrognlenalllebellefaOr.n::tbudgell'llJl
n1US1dlllOnfy.oanQr9Wl5lfCIIIS811
SI)'S"""P'9Io~hlJl'll2lwol9lh
rooIbetoret.eoan·,lroollFeb9'J~

wilIeoslESOanhd:lor£808I,u£15
~rnenUrsllpbr;ujtbelcnlFeb

~beUWadedlo"'~b&nJCt.­

£15 ll..,ne,1IttlcW1g an the door
Gl]WestSf'nbbefy,Redand.Ilnslc(BS6

'"••yellellt'htedrake.d!!lllD.co.uk

30 Apr'] May: Supernova 99
SfltTff/loanatIheJarvisPiccacilyHolel,
Marottltslef.Re!l.E45.
i:!lSupemMConvenIioos,41k.n0l"dComer,
WestlllmbleStreel, [)otIQng,Sufley, RH568S*8upetnova.CDnventlOns@~lr9ln.nel

.http://freespaee.~lr9ln,net/

3upetnova.ronventions/

-..........lll ..ktDononOl~122629lSO

PelerboloughSf o.m _ OIl ....

/nlWfl)'lfSd;Ir ol .... l'I'lOI'CIll1 ..
llIutbtIlm,OogAhorpt,andOlllht1wd
Wt4ltsdayd"~I'I""bWoI"

GtNINortltm~(WO$1llI""BR

~

GlSAEI054PI/n'Il'IlllOIlOr1anGolcNr,
Ptl~PE2SR8

10 Ptltan OI733370S42.

Porlsmouth The ScUh HwU Sf Gto.op
metb(lllltMlXl'lClandlol.rflTutSdlys
oIl1'1trnonlhalThtMl!;Pt.FlallonFlDad,...........
'ReldingSl'Grvup_~OII
t.b1dIysat9.00pm;loraJialI*llldIhtr
IIrttmoYflllolleHoptTap,FtiarSlrttl,

"­
SurbllonSoo-tySFGrnupmeelsinlht
CoronaIiorlHaI,Surbi1on.aWllherspoons
publ00l'drilromthtlilatiO/'l.onlhe
--.cl and fOUl'\t1 Tlusdays n the month,.., ....



,,../W

So7Nov:t#oVlCOfl29

0Ma1onOl119409017.mobie0961~969 29 Dec-l Jan: HogmanaycOfl*..I@nucon.d8Oll.co.uk CtletntethttNlmillmunatlleC«llral
tbel.GIugowGuestsSpidef&~

Robinson, Srdnfy Jordan. YIllCa DodIerty

=~~~:.. ::Osca'~erReg.£25l1Lrs
lIIIItMmeIicianand"IlnS1NaItReg.£23 Gl26A'ltlltrri.Road,~Q,sgow.
1015 Nov98,£28IOWt.99. Gn2PA
$CiroIt.bIon.14~iI'IIStreel,LI"> *john~elsaba.deaon.co.uk
51Ol.Jbridge.Weslt.lidards,0Y9SSS (()0141569t934

"'O""8~~' __ 2001--
27 Dec-2 Jan 2000: Millennium
$eeltllNnewmillrwun (ayearea~~ !'OV're 24-27 May: SFRA 2001
apedart)at\hlsCXlll.lObtheldsomewher'ltl TheSt1enceFIdIonReseoVchAssooaIJOn
IlCIlhemE!.l'opt,~lIleUKl)"I8eHeLulAcadenlc:ConterenoIattheSd1eneo:Sldr

UIl.f*YE4.00pll'yeat'.lObeclecb:l:edlromtle Ramadalm&CorrvenIalCefnef.
f'M'IlAlllllll'llbenl1pc:05l ~,NVIJSA.Featlres

GlMlerrurl,doMalainRecl.2M9Ad11 1'rotooocaMPIpn,Wmngw<rtshops.
Slreel~Q, ...GI29RJ AmalJn;MFMllI'lgReadngs.PlNSlfJlIIe
*vdputte@Slaplu.nl p~.La'o'l$IlI.ll1dleon.CopoJs

-- 2000 -- ~~~=~
21·24 Apr: 2Kon (E.slefcon) Banquet. andmort-.
The 2000 Eastl!f(:()l'l at the Central Hot&!, * Jan Fndef at thtwombat@"eno.COI'!l
Glasgow.~'slhem&don"CtIlicSFandFantas( _http://WII.kllnk.net{-fcs/sfra20
ancthe!>'ltslsareGuyGavrlelKly.DtborII'l OI.M.l
Turner tt.rit and Kalherine KurU;. Reg. £.25, 30 Aug-3 5ep: The Millennium
E201JlWagtd;5l4lP.Et5. Phi/con
$2Kon,30WooctvnTIlTJOt,SlArO-. The2001WorIdan.l\theP~

KY168BA CaMnonCeUrll'ldtlePhiadelpha
• lloll@dcs.st·IDd.lc.uk MaTiollHallLGuestsGregBur SWiphtrl
.http://ww·tbeorJ.cs.st·aDd.lc.ukJ YoulGMdnerOolols.GeorgeSdtt.s
ZIolI IIIdT~EsthtrFrinn«

26-29 May: CostumeCon IS 0Suite2001.I02~Pib,
CoslImngCXlllatHal'llord.ComecllaA.Reg RoddeO;Jt,PA1!»46. USA
sso to 9Aug 98, *phI12001@netlu.cc.
0COSI\JlIltCOI"ltB.ll Wlnlef Streel, Amtsbur)'.• bttp:f/>Ntl.netus.co-!-phIUOOl

MAOt913·1515. USA BIDS BIDS BIDS BIDS BIOS
*lnfo@cc2000.nr'i
$\I\N.cc200a.or'i 2002: Worldcon

2-6Aug:EufOCon2000 :~8ol1066.$eInIe,WA9811H066.
Gd,na,Pdand.Reg.El0. USA
GlGclanslliJ(U)f~POBo116.a0-325 *seattlt2002@u~la,co-

~~73 ~http://>Ntl.vebllltch.cw./seattleO

31 AUg-45ep: ChIcon2000 aUKig8'IlCl'lnsO'Shea,18l.elc:hworf1
TheS8lhandrnilllll'nalwaldccn.g.ltSlSBItl A...-ue.Bedort,IolIddl.TW149RY
BO'II, Bob EggItIOtl,Jm Baen, Bob & AMe *connot.atlon@sllO(.co­
Pnsovoy. andHarryTul'\ledoYe~llaSllnaSlIlf) Sin FrllnCltCo
UKApenI:MartflHoare.45neluslRGad *lnfotlsf2002,sfsfc,cc.
Aeadng.RG1m *http://WII,sfsfc.. orq!vorldcon/
*aa!tinhoaa@cix.co.uk ~UKlgenlsStIlYtD.1VitS&G\jjadll
:DPOBox642057.~go.~s6066S.USACesare:52We$bolmeTerrace.Readfl9,
$cbilOOO@Cblcon.Of'i Bertstn,RGXJ2AP
*bttp:f/WII,clllcon.Or<;j *steve,.,rudu.deaon.co.uk

8MftfflMMlIfJW-n
Advertisements and announcements are FREE 10 BSFA members
Send your ad 10 ttle edilorlal address, or phone (0113)225 0283.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Gf.l,"ATlHE!lA,m_.I_"~.~"'''.II_, ....._~",IO'.OOO_.
No_'n'gotI_,.'PI~"'poWfIlloNt.G!i<lolnM''''''''l>f~I'''~IM._---LosleI'Il_.tl PorvoMRioo,F e--. TRII2RR
.lVALA8LENOWI8oob"1ho~ e-_...... --... ~ .."",~_ ...
____ """"""�Nl8SF... ..,_loo\plllpo<MllQ(l .......... saonoo._'F....,.,_-....n.:to__.. -..ng_..... _prioos ......__

_ _~ • .,..;I\ ....I..__""'_I_.•_ ..._'W_Uot_'"
,.. ...
_EIol.J1e-y-.-.~ ..,aQIlI.E.-~~po.........

FORSALE
CHE.U'ElIOUGHlOlIEAllI~ .. t.5GlI"INl-.__ ~__
i'2-n~Fot.._.c.ao"nSllIWINl .... _ _

WANTED
WAHTm~U'F'f_IJ"""'""SCitfa8oolq..C)8DoIIs __-e--~.. "'"
....sa-. ... ~inttoIIrll ··_·1ho1Oo.SenIlSAl:'"'_ ...,
plNsoUj_SenIl_-.lIIlwlh-. ...... C Co<ua._DIehI.62~·W_Sl.

(H70S~l~Gem-.rIy

==::~=:II~..~WF~~'::~~:~a.:""s;.~
~,.~. __ ~.oDll~.Co<uaS,clFOfl.... O'l122O&721--

*lnfOf99.nasfic.orq
*WII.99.nashc.orq"'_.
Gl.latwlKordd.'W~CbM.UngIity'.

SlaqI,Iler'l:stn.Sl37UA

26-29 Aug: PoIcon
ThlPoishnationalc:o:wentioni'lWamw
$Hub@rassun.lrt.pl
.http://ranun.uLpl

23-24 Oct: Convergence
Me<ho:tlalt!ll1&akisBristolHolelIlfiSlCt
Gutsls~Mlc:llMfSl'Itard.WlfWlck

Davll,JacquellntPNrce.AIIendance
limitedto200.Reg.£35.
'"lCaMrgence.~ IIrinI Dose, Sioke
Gihd,BristoIBS348XU

21-24 May: Trinity (Eurocon)- ...............­~GueslsrlCl.dllSamJ.l.untodI.

BrilnWiss,HalTyHa-rilon. T'"1
Pi1IcheIlfle9.£311030ee9l.hInCU
~8ctJlp.PO$l(Cl\ar).frriUlIll'Weg'8.

().59439Ho1rMt:kede,Gennaoy
0.49-2Xll·5785 fU+49·2Xll.s743
$tllJNITY@cbs·de
_http://WII.cbs·dejsf·taqe·nrw
UK.,..
$M;).eCheatlll',42EmG«MI.Soulhsea,
1in5..P051JG
001705361350
.alke@frasen.dNOn.co.uk

24-2SJul: TeltlBfltastique2
'~'CXIIlIl"FbcWonEdwanian

HcteI.HealtrowGoestsMiIlFurlan.Di_
Duane.PeIIlMorwoodReg.E45
$38 AochIordAV8flIJt,lOl9l1oo.Essel,
IG102BS
*fn62@cllal.plpel.CO-

27-30Aug:G.llleo/V
Tht48thBoilishSWTrtkalfMlf1lionalltlt
HNlIYowPatkHolel,london.GueslWaIIlf
KOIIl'Iig.fle9.E40,~,E10

e3lF'llnelreeA..... Fem.n.NewcastIlI
2&.30 May: Seccon I4IOll T'l"t.1E4 9TH
GeI'leraIsfCXllldllilfilllA .....edsdle<Ut .http://IlW.IloaeIlSfu.presttl.co.
..:IplertycfOJlllllfllntJlOsoaaiwatlllt ~kjalrlchardSOClj9lICOll.bta

~HcUI, 5lMnagf.Guesl 2&.30 Aug: Shlnnmka/99
StephenButerReg.tI1.50. AmJalIfllTll!(Jap.vltse:aI'II'I'IIlIOI")CXIIlthe

~B~o'o92UcHiek1Ro1d,Camtltldgt. =~~=::99,
*seccon@s]bradshalo'.cll.co.uk E30101 Aug E35ondoor*' http://\I\N.CIX.Co.uk/~s)bradshalo' $ PO Box lio.~ 0;011.. OX11 7YH
Ileccon.htal *shlnnenkai@new.aoon.deaon,CO,uk
4-6 Jun: Av./on .bttp:jIWII.ndlrecl.co.uk/·ntlo'llOO
sw TmrCXlllatthl IoIHdowsde Centre. n/sblnnenul/

8l.rtonl,pollTIIfl.Reg ESO.E20perllly 2-6 Sep: Ausslecon 3
:;)Awalon.28YMTfeI~HanOl"\,Dtrbf. TheWortdccrlpsdiMnll'llllll'IOMeIbcunI.
DE65SEX G.ieslsGregBlIfllord.BI'\ICtGilespll:""
16-18Jul: B.foqUOfl dK:NsedGeorglT~wI.be
ThtlnllalUK~QlI\,a1NewHlllI'lanolnd.Reg·E90fwiltICllIflIIc:iIed
CoIege.Cambridge.Gue$lMaryGenlle. vnliorts-ask'lIlfl~
Reg,EtB. RoW. £4.50,IID8SiO:1el'$Clost. $: lnfOfaussleconl,vorldcon.or<;
BilQxi,Herts.. SG76EF *Htp:/jWII.lussleconl.vorldcon.
*baroquon@phill.delOn.co.uk or'i
• http://~VJ.phill.dellOn.co.uk/Bar UKAgen1 T
oquon/Jlialn.hal ~~;;Hoare.45 ilt/lufstRoad.Rea~

16-18Jul:Nexus99 *aartlnhoare@Cll.co.uk
SllmedaCXllllOl"flellltltltltlllnstol.
~NtIlIS99.1l.JJ1i'9onRl»d.Knot.1t.

an.BS42l.H
$IleXlls@OOSlw..dtlOll.co.uk
_http://l/W.cosllu.daon.co.ak

14-15 Aug: Finncon
TlIkJ,Friand.GoeaConnltWIlis.
.http://\I\N,utU.fl/tsfl/flnncon

2H9Aug:Conucopl.
VIf'IJINlatlelmMarrion~el.Ar.aheim

CIIilornia.GuesuJenyPOUfnelle.Hktll
Ridllfdlyndl.EIIenD.1Iow

1().13 5ep: Brealflway 1999
CUtIV/IllIOaf»'l.... lilItcelelnleitht
weNndUlhtMoonblewOlJoIEn'$
orbii'lSp;a:I9S9
Gl~1999.POBorl70l.

~PE7'Ef1
1001733205009
$eulttvuk@'ie<ICltIU,CO­
.http://WII.'ie<ICltlu.COII/Te!evlS
lOnclty/l012

25-26 Sep: HYPOfMtlcon: 1999
'$colIand'sollefflatlonalUll'lVel'l\lOn"allhe

11 Aug: TolalEclip~otlheSun CtnrilHetel,Q,sgow,Reg.£15.1oltldBr15$
TolaIiypiSSeSiJol9lComwllI'b!hlm £10.lIIdef5stree.~.E5.

~,RclmaI¥aandbacfbly.ComwaI $~:1999.FIalOl2,tlCk9'oorn

mfr.allMbtItlboc*edddbsome Shet.GIasp,G22~

=:===..~ 2oet:Re~on99
flebe5lSft'lflgwlbt,la/Qng~cf SIIrWMJCXIIla1htWoalHouseKolel,
IDclllaninls.Elllp'IIIlfIOCCIfIlfIIllmIIf Northampton.Mafly9'JI'U.
neces.saryyel}to GlRebelion99.KIf'IlSUNCIos8.
::!J«8100kStleet,Enil,KentD,I,81JO KilgSlhorpt,NonharnplOl"lNN:28UH

13·15 Aug' WlnconV 8-110cl:Gaylsxlcon:,rrJ99
The1999uricooatKWigAltfed"SColleQe Thttifltb Gaylaxicorl,'a soencetiCboo
WlncheslerGueslsinciudeDIanaWYMI Ian~Jy~I'IorrofCOflV8lllonlorgays.
Jones.JohnBames.WlfrfllElWs.Reg.E25~bisexuals.lf~peoplt
Ill. f15Sl4JP. Irllllrilndsr,~waslwlgmo.C.QJesls

GlWrxa,V53Ibv1n1Ro1d,NatlEnd, ~Duant.IrliltNMlcyJanda.
~Har...P02Ml SGayluJeon1999.POElos656,WasIwIglon
*vlncor:~J.dtlOll.co.uk DC.2lJ04.4
_http://WII .poape,.daon.co.llkj *<;COlIl"9@aOl.ox
VlllCOll,bta *bttp:I!WII,91yll.llalll,or9j

GlIetvorkjlndu.hlll
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Matrix Acrostic 2
byPeaceO'Cake

-N,<?<N,
BIG BunERs:(Names-..iItNklonIeo}aInlrreobIacM:::I.1
·Altphwtkomts~n.rnoo.r.cliA:ir9s,<3lI9.~,smalpollCll5ol

cIleisI.w:dtri:ols(ooldibiil~l.

, TAHEEA.oP1ESYooalthcJ4ltthalMaureenKincaidSpellerwas
in Arnenca lor her TAFF trip. bu1 Big Butt su$pCtts she was in Leeds
anthem
• POOl/ BARE They're all coming cui oIlhe wOlKM'ofl( flOW, Last
is.sue·sscalolc9calr~ationsprOOlptedacorresponden1lose"1dus

the tollc:mingertrad
SomeOOw,lbeganlola~.ICOUlledoncemoreaslddso.bu1

stiI: I laugher:l and wepI and then shook my head and Ihen f10pped
10000000ard into the I1Jn sludge. SloUendering lo~. making swimming
mljlOOs Iski wrttun ~s gutll'lOUS embrace as I tried 10 gather ~ to
me. squeeling it between m~ fingers, talOr.g ~ ioto my mouth,
smeari1g~on1om~face.dinkingn.1 stal1edlo strip otl my soaKed
dolhesl...)un1iIfinaJl~1was rlal:edin lhecoldtillh. rol'mg in n like
adoginordiJrel,··)~ngthatslimealovermYbodv,excited

byitsdammycaress[...)in8wt»IeIIu1et1thereintheblXlomol
thlllildl,pIasteredin streal:ed mud-forthelilsttime in rrrtile­
mast1Jfba~ng·rlsay,sfead)oOfl-E~

Thelo'rit!Yman?lalnBanks,inASoogolSIonf.O

Another month, another MP/rir, another comp­
etition. Ho. hum.l didn't waste much time
prepanng Ihis one, and nor should you lIlsolvingit.

COMPETITION 134: "ODD ONE OUT"
Each 01 the lettered clues leads toa two-word
answer. One word is leftover. Soluhons to the usual
address: romments ophonal

CLUES
A) Weinbaum J) Vance
S) Dick K) Budrys
C) Fowler L) author
D) Aldiss M) Wells
E) Sladek N) author
F) author 0) Tubb
G) Lem P) MacLean
H) author 0) author

-/QJmOllis I) Asimov R) Principle

'"P/"'",C":"C":"C":"d>Ca'"lIC":caC":mpe=tit"io/::-lQ:::"d"a",,:::as"'lic" 1S roo~N~:::S break
mtrits,togttherwilh any rdattd C09 fall roque second

correspolldtllCt, 10: ~~~ ~~~~ ::~i~ ;t:~~;
John Ollis king away 9reen staple

49 Leighton Road :~~~ ~~~~ ~~~~~ :;~~~~~
Corby moon rode works variety

Northants. mars star night parasite
NN180SD time

--- by --- I Solutions and winners of the I I
Wednesday 9 December 1999 com~~~o~:, f~~~~st~~ apnadgeCr~&SwOrd I

8.H&-man, stud ... thire arethose'Mlohave~all and!tlosewho
\'b'Il.(4.3.2)

9. Finerlree10 meditewith.to meddewilh.(9)
f.c--+.ri...-Io.t.-+,-t.--'",,,, 10.Herpa~gone·lJOOe.'(14)

I1,AJ)li1ll in a poinl: one overtheei1lt. 14)
12,Boo:tformedbvtwocom~rDonSSl.ln"QI,I'Idingapoinlotongirt(6)

13,Fashionableenlhusiast,thankslothePrlflCess,(7l

h-I.--+""...+--I-1H---.J ~;,~~~=~~:;~~5(oc~seaI6)
17 16,ThtllJeer1.backinEfl9Iandpiaymglorano1hercountry,(9)
18 17, Baddi'eams aboulri1dloraeolourlulpianet, (3.4)

18,SimpleitoseeairmO'Mg, (6)
19,PubiicationrolledbackiotoJeg,(3)
2O,Sad~acheforeveryooe~.(4l

21, To be 1iveIV. iholql very quiel inside. seemsincomplele. (51

H ..c+-+.-+.-l'n"'_"""--"--"--' 22.Asl add~up,'iocludea J)lint- 00, that's an
22 unwiseootion.(1.6.4)
23 23. hplJblis/led si from a! points aroundlhe gIolle.

(3,61

Melhod:SoIwthedues land l!le first Isnolatypol,fiBflltle
gId on lI1e le". and transfer the lellers to the I;Q"respondr.g
squares in the other IJi(j to obtain aquolation frOOl anst
noveIorsllonslory.Thelnitiallellersolthesol~ioostothe

first grid spell oot the title and author 01 said piec.e Starred
duesare~rtJalandleler!OtiUesbvtheauthorlnqJestion

1,Sauceabovtabovtabovtaboul aboulfish. (5)
2. Thai gitl he coovertedto relledion on the moon. (10)
3. Apply aforceloa sq;arefor a00V9lmode 01 rransporl.

1'1
4,The ale mush d'unk in alarge botde. (10)
5,Whena sel'ioospersoo bad<s imo acontused sister.

lheresuRisoolrecoglised(7l
6, The point is, ~ is the pOOl!. 16)
7,Oistress at CoA I mlJ.' (9)

'f...-I.ri.c++.-+.--I.--1f.c--+...t.""""",,.--mn
"f...-I.ri..-+..+-L-LJL.l---'----'--J-L-L...J

lha ambarrassed malrl.-was picked up onclapham common by an acorn a5ooo, taken
for a ride by various bits 01 sottwara (notably
zap. the ford granada ollexl edilors},leaked

eo.~e 10 ~';:,::~ %~nc::;~,~7~~:=t~:~

f,;--Irl~et.-i!''''hori~~,*"-Jill''''_,,,,,,+',,", trr,,,et.,,,-t,,",,-j;;,rl;;;,+"-,;;;-",, I 'f.~o~\: b::;~I·~~:I~I::n7~~~ri~~:~:~
_mlt'i":>4_K!V<>dlf.cI<e<lt>yf\K;l<<lr.k•. (lIYI~!irew""kS,_"""""
~I,e quartetS), i!'Ieclronic. pre·""~O'We""rnW(>f"', 11.",.momsette

bartOk. mOUl~ muK, pre·t>onl~enIgI1t !~_orJo.s, ""'" ""der, Ihe
strlngllClmeoeaw"'.oetorme<lc'" "'<lenougro,.ugtll$fr"".lilelime

_blngwlli.popklboom
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