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JACKSON!'S 1SLANDessss An Editorial fiiscellany

((Before | start - a letter. I'n putting this here as 1t
1s not a loc but deserves perusal - and | know you all read
editortals, one or two of actually got as far as not belng
abTe to guess the reason for the title of these ramblings
(This 1ssues's CLUE 1s look at the surname on the' end of this
column and add on the fact that 1'il beglnning to want to
esczpe from civ111zation) ~the main reason however 1s that 1t
affirms by falth in human nature...but Tet Alan Fraser tell
the storye.e )) -

In about the last-but-one BSFA mailing (I think 1t was
with VECTOR 81) there was an SF questionnaire concerning an
exhibition to be held during September by the Paperback Shop
of Broad St. Oxford. Despite the geographical separation |
decided to fill one In since there was a prize of 3 SF paper
backs for the first 5 questionnaires drawn from a hate

Eventually | recelved a letter from them telling me that
| was onc of the lucky 5, so | compiled a 1ist of about 10
books !'ve been able to find around here, and sent 1t off
with no regard as to whether the books were actually in pring
or not.

anyway, instead of telling me to choose something more
readily available, they've done some digging around and man-
aged to turn up 3 from my 1ist, even sending the first one
ahead 1n a seperate mailing to let me know they were still
trying. “hat's more, they're sti11 trying with some of the
others. '

Since they have put themselves out for me, and | wasn't
even a paying customer, |'d be grateful to you if you'd give
them a small plug. Even those bookshops round here that catry
a reasonable stock of SF are pretty vnhelpful 1f you ask about
something they haven't ectually got in or on order.

((And now...back to the Island.))
MY BiCK P.GES...

[t occurred to ne that 1 told you very Ttitle about my-
self 'n ny inaugural editorial {say that ten times, rapldly!)
so | theught that |'d remedy that by using this editorial to
give a fou brief facts about nyself...Unfortunately Keith told
na that a 64 page HATRIX was Hct ON. S» here are cne or two
1ifelines and you can fi11 in the gaps yourselves.

In 1574, at Essex University, [ co-produced, with fitke
Kapusniak, a fiction zine of great gall and uncertaln qaality,
entitled AHOTHER EARTH. This lasted the traditional one issue
before the pressures of children, jobs, and geographical
secaration disrupted the Editorlal Tean. Later, | managed to
track down that most slusive creature, the BSFA and iInflicted
ny presence on &t, eventually belng rewarded(?) with my present
post at a time when | was vaguely thinking of reviving AHOTHER
EARTH, in a different format. | st1!1 intend to do so...some-
time. But !'m ¥n no hurry at the moment.

['m a librarian by trade, which gives me less time to
actually read books than some people might think - however, |
do come across some interesting pieces now and againesesuch
as the books used by the local adult 11teracy scheme, one
belng a collection of three stories by Peter Young entitled



ONCE WPON A SPACE (Schofteld & Stms !Datad sertes)
and others-betng the advestures of a couple of
miget aliens who rejolce In the wnTikely names
of I1g and Zag, also chronicled by Peter Younge
hs SF, these volumes at times reach the dizzy
height of 'mediocre', which 1s sad as Tinguist~
fcally they seem quite OK - One of the 1Z1g"
books s In fact rather fun, related In a kind of
doggerel verse. I'm not sure as to how much they
would really grip peoples' Interest as stories,
thoegh.

SA% A FILN TODAY, OH BOY....

L3,

| was going to actually write a proper
review of SILENT RUNNING, directed by Douglas
Trunbu11 who worked on 2001, but never got
round to jotting down more than a few auick lmpress=
tons. The film 1s one of the many which never got
proper distribution over here, why, [ don't knowe
The plot concerns a fleet of 'arks' in orbit which
contaln the last of Earth's greenery. The fleet is
ordered to jettlson the domes contalping the fora
ests and abandon the project. One man, appropriate~
1y named Freeman Lovell (Bruse Dorn),~rebells.
The ¥11m seems to owe much to 2001 - two scenes,
the first slow shots of the great spacecraft to
muslcal stralns and the ships passage through the
outer rings of Saturn, are very remeniscent of sim-
11ar scenes in 2001, In many ways, however, 1t
differs from Kubrick f1lm - less of its mythlc,
'puetic'_power and more humour, espectally In
the ssenes between Freeman and the two robots he
dubs Huey and Duey, teaching them poker, patching
one up after an accident, etc. Not a perfect film =
the robots (one source for R2D2 and CP0377) are a
bit arch for my taste and the conservationist theme
Is extremely simplistic (but 'm not going to fall
into thz trap of dismissing a cause because 1t is
expressed stmplistically) But 1t is enjoyable akd
after seeing 1t 1'm amazed that SILEWT RYNi[NGnever
attained commercial release in this country.

Oh yes, and my wife ~ who slept most of the way
through 2001, liked 1t too!

STATION TO STATI[ON

['m pleased that more people seem to be making u
use of the Nember's Noticeboard this time round. The
BSFA after all is about 500 peopls who collectively
nust be pretty knowledgeable about SF, so if anyone
has any queries, or wishes to pursue a particular
topic, you can draw on this accumulated knowledge by
asking for help In HATRIX.

CY--CH-CH-CHANGES

Not many planned - but ['m hoping to institute .
changes 1n the magazine notices, featuring fewer act=
aal reviews, of mags, Issues ¢of particular Interast.
mainly, and contents Tists of as many zines as | can.

ok

| w1, of course, need YOUR help and response 1n thise

DELIVER THE LETTER, THE SOCNER THE BETTER

Finally, a personal pleas My wife is having a baby
at the beginning of lfarch and 1ts room has not yet been
decorateds !n fact, as things stand, 1t w111 be sleeping
with the MATRIX typer. Therefore, could | ask for all
contributlons, Tetters, etc for HATRIX 16 to reach me by
L weeks from the receipt of this malling. This will en
able me to start producing 16 at e reasonable time and
hopefully avold that mad last editorial rush. (Who am |
trylng to kidess? | Tove 1t really...nearly as good as
the knotted nylons & bamboo canes...WHAT Al [ SAYINGT??
11d better stgn offaeece

((Andy Sawyer))




* VICETw CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
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Quite a few things have happened so first [11]
report on what was declded at the council mecting
held on 5.11.1977 at the Angus Hotel, Birmingham,
durtng the Nova son weekends (The followlng were
present: Tom Jones, Les Flood, Bob Shaw, Jim
Yhite, Dave Kyle. The Council invited the follows
1ng to st In to provide \nformation: John Stewart
Keith Freeman & Bram 8tokes.)

1) Life Membership.

Counc!l very rarely awards 1ife membership of
the BSFA tp people who have provided great service
to the BSFA and/or British SF. [t 1s some time
since any were awarded but we felt there were now
2 suitable candidates and ['m thus pleased to
announce that 1ife membershlp has been awarded to
the following:

Jahn Brunner for the conscientous way he und
dertook the chalrmanship of the BSFA some years
ago (but anyone who kncws John would expect nothing
else) and for his unexcelled contribution to Brit-
ish science fictlon.

Keith Freeman for his many services to the SSFA
as magazine chain organizer, vice-chairman, treas-
urer, for producing all our duplicated magazines (a
t1me consuming task)-and st111 being happy to help
at eollating sessions.

2) BSFA AUARDS

Although the BSFA award has been made for several
years now no physical awards were given for the past
h years; this was rectified at Novacon where Dave
Kyle (the toastmaster) presented the awards for 1973 %
to 1976. Thanks, Dave. Thanks also to Rob Carter who
produced these awards - a marble base with column
topped by star and flame - at such short notice.
Everyone was very impressed with Rob's work and we
recelved many complinents to pass on to him Having
got the record straight we'll ensure we don't get out
of step again.

3) NEY COUKCIL HEWBERS

Andy Sawyer, editor of MATRIX, and Chris Unpley,
treasurer, were co-opted on to the Council, welcome
bOtho

by 2L OF mgmagg§5lp

Our articles of Associatton Timit our size to 500.
As we're rapldly approaching this figure 1t was agreed
we'ld Increase 1t to whatever maximum we were legally
allowed,

5) SIZE OF COUiciL

The 1976 AGHM gave council permission to Increase its
slze from 15 to 21; council discussed this and decided to
da s05,

6) VECTOR

Ye have received the resignatlon of Chrls Fowler as
editor. Chris felt the job was taking so much tlme he
could do 11ttle else and although he was w111ing to con=
tinue 1f the magazlne was typed by a professional bureau
the committee decided we could not afford this.

Chris was one of the group who got the BSFA going agaln
after the crash and the immense amount of work he's put
tnto VECTOR has put 1t into ithe forefront of critical SF
nagazines. |'m sure we'd all Tike to extend our thanks to
Chris for the job he's dones.

Stepping tnto Chris! shoes 1s Dave Wingrove, who ['m
sure will bring his own ldeas and personality to the mag
azine. You'll find Dave's first issue with this mailing and
1f you're very Tucky 1t'11 have a piece by me.

Duc td Increases in producticn costs we have sTipped
tnts the red on the VECTOR account (but fear not, cur
maln and deposit accounts are healthy) and we wish to
rectify 1t. Thus the present VECTOR will be a duplicated
one, The saving we make by this should allow us to be back
to Ttha next issue. | hooe you'!1l forgive this temporary
drop in production standards but trust you sympathise
with cur reasons. There will be changes 1n VECTOR to en-
sure we don't fall fnto this trap agaln (but don't worry,

this won't effect production standards.

7) MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

Haye Cobhledick has kindly offered to take over as
Mem See from Dave Wingrove and has been doing the job
for a month now and people st111 seem to be joining sc he
can't be too bad!

Dave's address is 245 Rosalind st. Ashington, North
umberland NE 83 9AZ,

8) ME:i POSTS FOR OLD

Because of the amount of work involved we've split
the VECTOR business manager bit off from the BSFA Business
anager job. Ph1l Stephensen~Payne s doing and Trevor
Briggs has started looking after this - thanks, Trev,
Trev's address 1s 6, The Plains, Crescent Rd, Chingford,
London E4 64U,

B111 Little has taken on the Club Ltason Officer job
(helped by the Stoke-on-Trent SF Group) and is also help-
tng 1n the area of producing a directory of articles In
the science fiction fleld. B111's address 1s 183 John St.,
Biddulph, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs.

9) THE 1979 EASTERCON

ks you'1} no doubt know Britain won the bid for the 1979
Yorldcon which will take place in Brighton in late August.
There must be a good Eastercon that year and the BSFA 1n.
tends to actively su_port a bid that'1l be put forward by -
Bram Stokes of "Dark they ¥ere..e" bookshop for London in
179, This conventlon will be for all kinds of SF fans,
and we'll try to cater for ALL kinds: serlous reader, film




&-TV fah, Star Trek, Space Wars (I'n sure there'l!
be 3 big following by the time of the conventton),
art, etco [t's a grandiose ldea, especlally as an
attempt at parallel programming will be made, but
['n sure with everyons's backing 11 w111 come offs
['m hoping you'1l all support the bld at the 1978
Eastercon,

10) AND THAT'S IT...

A pre-warning that the 1978 Annual General
fleeting w111 be held at the EastarConvention at
the Heathrow Motel. Any motfons (1f you can't
flnd o seconder we'l1l get one for you) should be sen
sent to me. Any nominations for Counc!l posts which.
should Ynclude an zgreement to serve from the nom-
inee plus the mane of the proposer and seconder,
shonld be sent to me, Tom Jonese

POSTSCRIPT, ..

The BSFA has been named the beneficlary of a
w111 drawn up by David Allen, who has declded to
becueath to us his collection of 8F, Jhis coll-
ection amounts to some 3,508 1tems and Inclades
a collection of magazines bound Into books of
four magazines to a bosk, titles belng Amazingeee
Wonder Storlese.cAstounding/AnalogeseGalaxyees [feee
Sclence Fantasys.oVentureses New Worlds... Fantastic
ves SF Adventures... FiSF... Bnknown..,Authentic ...
Nebala... |mpdlse. This !s to be known as "The
David Allen Collection! Ye are extremely grateful
to ifre Aller for his kindness.

:w**ux*u***************wnxx*n»wwn**&******»k******x:
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* am compiling a 1ist of SF Robots (famoas - or
otherwise) and would appreciate any help from mem-
bers to do this. My request s for the name/No. of
Robot, general description ~ uhere found - purpose,
etc. | w111 then endeavout to produce a one-off
robotzine for distribution to all BSFA members.
Rebots can be from ary pertod of SF history. Please
forward toRICHARD BAHCROFT, 7, Woone Lane, Clitheros
Lancs,"

Trevar Briggs - Vector Business fianager, address
on previous page reguests anyone who recored eplsodes
5 & 6 of BBC Radlo 4's FOUNDATION TRILOGY adaptation
to loan him the recordings so he can fi11 In the gapse

Kate Armstrong, interested 1n books, travel,
needlework and espectally the American Giv!l War,
would 11ke a pen pal. Address Lancashire Hall, Edge
H111 College, Ormskirk, Lancse

James Corley, 30 Empress Avenae, llanor Park,
London E12, 1s looking for the November 1968 issue
of "Hew Yorlds", He'll swap books for 1t, or "even
cash®, b -

CRACKERS. What?..0.7 Crackers 15 the name of a pub
where comics fans congregate on the first Friday of each
nonthe |f you are 1nto comtes, and 1ive In the London
area, Crackers in Wardour Street, just off Oxford Street
and just around the corner from "Nark They Were And Golden
Eyed'. Future get-togethers are Jan, 6th, Febs 3rd, Warch
3rd, apr1l 7th and Hlay 5the For further detalls contact
Gearge Barnett, 3 Coleford Bridge Road, liytchett, Serry.

A BSFA Members' Group has been formed in South London,
organisad by John Hunt, 39 Stoneyfield Rde, Coulsdon,
Surreys So far, there have been four mestings in a Croy-
den pub, attracting ten regular members. The group's
tnterest range from fantasy to hard-cors SF, 2nd some
nembers are currently trylng their hand at writing. Any-
one Interested 1s welcome to contact John at the above
addresss

0686023066204 53003060660090656600060U08493395017039600008
@GOHOﬁ@@OCOGGCCOGUGOOJﬁJOGOOGOGOOOOOOGGGG@GOOGOOOOO@O@@

FUTURETIORLDS —

.

SF ON TYNESIDE

As you might have read tn HATRIX 14, Newcastle upon
Tyne holds its annual summer festival again next gummer
(June 16 ~ July 2) and amongst this years mammoth
attractions will be FUTUREWORLDS - a Festival of Futur-
ology, featuring the future-in-fact and the future-ins
flctlon. hs both a BSFA member and a co-ordinator of
Futureworlds, | am keen to promote the future-in-fiction
side of things, and, because | hope you do too, "m writ-
Ing this article to try and sound gut what the majority
of members would 1ike to see 1n FUTURE'ORLDS.

Let me first set out the sort of facilitles we have
avallable, and perhaps you might 11ke to think 1t over
and come up with both further suggestions and offers of
contributions.

In outline, the FUTUREHORLDS festival will be T1ke this:

SITE: The TYNESIDE CliEH;: COWPLEX 1s hosting FUTURE?
#ORLDS. There are two auditoria. one holds 400 people, the
other holds 150; there w111 be a bar, coffee rooms, and a
number of auxilary rooms which are suitable for screening
anajeur f1ims, holding discussion groups, workshops, etce

FLAVOUR: FUTURE 10RLDS 1s to "reflect, via the medium
of fbIm, all aspects of the future, from the transformatton
of tndustry by computers and robotics to the vislons of
artists and architects and the role of science fiction tn
creating images of the future,"

Not surprisingly, FUTUREMGRLDS is centered on films,
and we w111 be showing the very best future-oriented films
during the fortnight; films Tike the epic SOLARIS and
2000: 4 SPACE ODYSSEY, right down to Yndependent product-
ions and amateur films and animations.

Do not suppose that this 1s the Timit of the festival,



hosever. |t Ys.not. We shall be supporting the
f1lms with celebrities from the film world, we
shall present a retrospective of a key director
(Stanley Kubrick, George Lucas and Tarkovsky - of
SCLARIS fame - have all been mooted) and perhaps
fnvite actors stch as Yul Brynner or Charlton
Heston who have interpretated SF roles,

Travelllng further from films, we would like
to show films based on books, the authcrs of which
w111 be present and who will comment on them after=
wards. There 1s scope for key authors concerned with
writing about the futwre to present their views on
the trends of the modern worlde

Apart from these sit-and-watch activities, we
w111 arrange participation events Ttke debates and
discussion groups; we would like to hold a short-
story competition, and invite representatives of
cpposite phllosophies such as Shell or British
Nuclear Fuels and Friends of the Earth to argue
their positionse

These are oar ideas. What are yours? And, most
importantly, who specifically do yom want to sce?

At the end of this article is the description
so far distributed. Read it, think about it, and
send your suggesticns to me:

Rob Carter
18 Bewick Court \
Newcastle upon Tyne :

(or phone Newcastle 23813, evenlings.)

FUTUREYIORLDS - The Shape of Things to Come

Futureworlds is a festival of the future, to be
held at Tyneside Cinema, Newcastle upon Tyne from
Friday 16th June to ionday 2nd July 1978, [t will
be a focus of ideas about the future of techrology
environment, ecology, lifestyles, work, Teisure
and the arts, including of course the cinema of the
future.

Futureworlds is centered on film and W, with
locz1 and national participation and a linked prog-
raomne of exhibitlons, discussions, workshops,
lectures and activities ranging from childrens
f1In-making to specialist forums on futurology -
aspects of everyone's future. We will be showing
new and vintage films; films from home and
abroad; nopular and way-out films; multi-m1111on
dollar epics and more modestly conceived independ-
ent productions.

Futurewor]dg is concerned with the future-in-
faci and the future-in~fiction, It will Took at

forecasting in vartous fields, from the trans- .
G

fofmation of industry by computers and robotics to the vision
of artists and architects and the role of science fictlon
in creating mages of the future,

Futureworlds will present the full spectrum of the
vislons of tomorrow.

BEEBLLEGEGGREHBL0EEAREEGEALEEEEDABOLEEALALEELIRALEELLELARLES

e CRERRRRRRLRRRES
9 OPINIONese 1 "THE VOYAGE OF THE SPACE BEAGLE"
At 4 Sort Eiiings

The first thing which struck me about van Vogt's THE VOY«
AGE OF THE SPACE BEAGLE was that all 1'd heard aboyt ("A
classic of sclence fictlon" etc.) was a lot of fuss over an
average book. It was probably because |'d never realised he
was a space opera writer, and was expecting etnTetntan
sophistication of his early stories. VOYAGE {s based on four
stories of the adventures of the crew of the 'Space Beagle',
travelling beyond the known galaxles, written in a single
novel. lts hero ts E1110ot Grosvenor, a liextalist; one of van
Vogts peeudo-sclencésqy.|ts practitioners tie up the knowledge

of different fields of science to gain ad overall view, ATl

the problems encountered In the novel are solved by his abil-
1ty to think origibally (or rather to think of things his
colleeques seem unable to).

One of the worst points 1s that the first and third stor-
les are basically the same. In the first the alien, Coeurl,
comes aboard with the intention of feeding on the crew. At
first unsuspected of certain disappearances, he 1s suddenly
seen as the culprit of a murder. Attempts are made to restrain
him, but he proves too powerful, Eventually he ts tricked off
the ship by Grosvenor. In the third [xtl is found in spaces
He enters with the Intention of laying his eggs in the crev.
At first unsuspected, 1t is realised he is responsible for
certaln disappearances. fe too proves to have fantastic pow=
ers but is finally tricked off the shlp and destroyed by
Grosvenor. The similarity even stretches to the fact that
Coeurl and Ixt1 are both members of the races of Coeurls
and Ixtls.

The speed with which the crew switch their attitude to
Coeurl is one of the story's biggest faults for me. They
accept 1t aboard without susplcion; when a man s killed they i
instantly blame 1t because 1t is the only thing they have so
far encountered on the planete It Is not just that they have
no good reason for their assumption. Though we have witnessed
the murder the plot seems to jump. Van Yogt seems to feel no =
need to work out the plot logically; after all, everyone knows
the thing is quilty.

The second story | Tike the best. In 1t a planet of tel-
paths attempts to contact the 'Space Beagle' and lnstead un$**
\ntentlonally sends the whole crew mad. Grosvenor s hypnot-
ically indoctrinated and resists. He builds a machine to free
the crew from the influence, but ts effects are limited and
it 1s virtually useless, Meanwhile the hatred of the military



complements for each other, now uninhibited,
breaks out 1n open war.

This !s the hardest part to take, Do sclentlists
and soldlers really hate each other that much, even
under hypnotic stimalation? Or is he blowing up
what 1s a s111y cliche anyway? Grosvenor manages
to contact the aliens eventually. However his gest-
ures of friendship are interpretated as inimical,
just as the aliens' greetings caused madness, He
finally geys through to them, clarifying the sit-
uation,

Despite all Yts faults | still think 1t ts the
best story in the bosk, the only one with anything
In the way of thought and theme behind i1t, though
that may be my misreading of 1t. It does seem to
have somelhing to say about communicailon, both
between ourselves, and our reaction to them when
we meet those mythical ‘others's

The final story has a good claim to being the
worst. lts biggest fault is that §t seems to peter
out. |* has no climax; the resolution of the
oroblem comes smoothly and without drama, which |
would say is bad in a space opera. One almost feels
one has slizped into the concluslon and missed the
¢1imax. Perhcps 1t is Grosvencr's coup, in which
case 1t 1s st111 joo unexciting, and he hangs around
for too long, rounding up loose ends.

The worst point about this is that 1t is the
final story of the book. VOYAGE works as a single
novel, which | think is good. The storfes flow to-
gether, and there are no awkward breaks. In fact,

the ending works as a logical conclusion to the whole

book. Unfortunately, as ! have said, 1t is dramat.
tcally a bad ending, and the novel ends badly as
a restlt.

However, one redeemlng feature is the hero's
penchant for solving problems by thinking in-
stead of indiscriminate blasting. Joseph Pat-
rouch (tn THE SCIEWCE FICTION OF I1SA«C /SIiiOV)
has pointed out that Asimov's 'Foundatlon trilogy!
is a reaction against such saturatlon bembing
techniquese The 'Space Beagle' stories also con-
tain this. There 1s also a sort of debate running
through on the development of civilizations, with
vaguely Toynbeean 1deas. In the first story we
see arrested at the polnt of deep ruthless quest-
foning prdor to a renaissance. In the second there
is o whole race &t the 'fellah! stage, unwilling to
question 1ts values, steeped in 1ts old conventions
and vulnerable to new 1deas.

The writing isn't that hot. Though there 1s the
oczasional plece of nice description (the opening
paragraphs for nstance) 1t rarely rises above the
purly functional. However, | must record one pe'=
scnal impression: | Tike the final two paragraphs:

Sy

"And, carrying its 11ttTe bit of human civilizatlon,
the expeditionary ship 'Space Beagle' sped at an ever-
inrreasing velocity through a night that had no end.

".nd no beginning.”

[t reminds me greatly of Mike Noorcock's Tater THE BLACK
CCR [DOR:

"Space 1s Infinites
[t 1s dark.
Soace s neutral,
It 1s colds

*

Stars occupy minute areas of space, They are clustered
a few bi11ion here. A few billton there. As if secklng
consolation in numbers.

Space does not care.

(Steev Higgins)
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THE FRUIT MACHINE

Lights and tells.
The money goes %n and in and 1n
and - occasionally = out,

Swaying as he presses the buttons,
The player drinks decp:

External and internal

merge:

Into solid concentration.

Three pound deficlt
s easlly offset by the
fitful jingle~jangle of merry
success
and, of course, preclous
minutes release into blissful, escapist, solldness.

Then the mazhine 1s vacated
and
I walk away into
the daily dream of
nightmare reality.
(4ndrew ifutr)

0609568 59 1000665780063966006008000020705360060553300952000
EXTRAS...oe

lacni1lan Publishing Company publishing THE ALL AMER

[C4N BOYS by Walter Cunningham (who was on Apollo 7) a be~

hind the scenes look - 'warts and all' - at the space
programme,



ADAN THE ANTIGEN

a
camplete
short~ short novel

by
Cyril Simsa ,.._----'*'7/ #A-:-_‘——'-:_"w

CHAPTER {: THE GARDEN T % .

Immedlately that Adam shot his own e
gpandfather he ceased to exist, and so
logteally, he found himself 1n the Gar-
den of Eden. Not that he'd ever been
tn the Garden of Eden before, you un~
derstand; 1t just looked so Eden-ltkee
hnother reason that he thought 1t might
be the G of E was the lady standing un-
der the apple tree, clad only in a
leather figleafseo

Now, Adam had never been one for
having much of a leather fetish, but
the desire welling up within him was
rapidly turning into an 1rrepressible i
torrent, that nol even he could nip in
the bud.

Adam was not noted for the absence
of a certain circumloctary turn of
parlance, but, for once, he had no diff-
fculty in coming to the point:

"Gosh, what - e} | mean, may |

I

i

|

hold your hand, please?” |
? -_E_ /

"hy, | hardly know whether that's
proper, us being alone, 1t would not be
seemly to be found, but then, when one
considers the probahility of our being
discovered, the chances are so slight
that | am sore tempted," replied Eve,

who wasn't noted for brevity of snsech
either. "Oh, come with me, doi ATl you have to do fs flex

your hemi-metachronic empathy of the cortical neurbns a
"0h, Eve," affirmed the adulatory Adam, "You're Tittle. Here, 1t's easy, follow nesss™” And, so avowing, he
S0eeelntellectuall” vanished without further adc. But she did not follow for
) she couldn't. Because ~dam did not exist anymore, whereas
she wepte she dide

MYou only want ne for my psyche,”
"Oh no, 1"gnclove,you,qtves.alet me take you, away ind as a result, Adam was fated to become a lone wand-
from thid place. | think we might be able to attaln erer amongst the reefs of time!
some other Tocale, 1f we try hard encugh, even though
we must assume simultaneous chronicity to overcome
relativistic impediment phenomena, as regards Einstein's  CHAPTER [l: THE FALL
estimate of the speed of time. Are you game?" he en-
treated. Shortly after arriving in the central temple~palace
complex of Atlantis, Adam was arrested for loitering with
Mihy, Adam, this is so sudden," she rebuked. Intent by two policemen-physicians in white tunics, and was
-5 dragged before Tluu the Technician, King of atlantis, High




Prlest of the Order of the Machine, First Prestidiglt-
ator of the Technose

"Heh, heh heh, *heh*, Heh," came Tluu's greeting.
Kneel 1n the presence of the Holfest High Priest In
Atlantlse. Hah - ah."

Now, Adam was a reasonable chap, and when in Atlan-
t1s one does as the Atlanteans do, no matter how strange
1t may seem (after all, he reasoned with himself, hadn't
he got his job as an official of the Arts Counsil when
he had started going around renovating Renoirs by re-
moving them from their frames and replacing them with
freshly-fried pancakes). But he was also a Proud Man,
with a fair quantity of self-respect and dignity, and
he could not abide this man's off-hand manner. Who did
he think he was?

Seeing his hesitation, the two men in white smocks
came out and grabbed him by the armsa

This man thought he was King of Atlantis, realised
hdam, Having resolved his Ydentity crisls, he proceeded
to 1dentify with a prisoner before the K1ng of Atlantis
- he knelt,

1%0h!*" satd TTuu in a shrill volce,"you know, !
always wanted to be a pile-driver, but daddy said |
had to stay In the trade. So now I'm a screwdriver on
the Holv ilachines, | *fasten the nuts on the Weapon
Too Deadly To Use*!" The last few words had a slight
echo, since he'd stuck his head Into a 11ttle hole and
was turning 1t round and rounds The men in the white
coats came and dragged him away from the machines

™0h, sopry*," he squeaked, "1t's because all
priests have to be psychotic = 1t's a rule of the
guilde.eStnce | was 11ttle, I've had to swallow a
ratchet every week - except when | was a Good Boy,
then | could have a washer as well. *And no Taxatlves
allowed*! Ah, they toughened you up, in those days -
and broke you *do-o0~0-un*{" He made another lunge
for the machine, but was restraineds "Ah=*hah*! [f
you made it to being a priest, you really had to have
1t 1n you, heh, heh."

"Gosh," seid Adam, "but did | really hear you men-
tion" (pause) "the Weapon Too Deadly To Use?"

"es! yes! YesyesYesyes*Yeees*."

But you must not complete 1t. You see, | am a
traveller through the Chronos, and | know that Atlan=
tis will be destroyeds Because - even though the Weap-
on Too Deadly To Use !s too deadly to use 7 some Tun-
atic will use 1t and destroy us alll"

Yhaargh! I'm not a Tuna*tic*. [*ve only got a
small psychosis. A 11ttle, weeny one."

"Oh, Your Highness, | did not mean to imply that .
you personally are in any way unstables..” -9~

"| am unstable, | have to be,'Uhat do you *mean® by -
telling me !'m not unstable..s"

U[' eroa-“
"*h*, Very well, yeu're pardonedss,”

But, at that instant, the floor gave way under the
High Priest's feet, because thelr knowledge of their
future caused a temporal implosion 1n which Atlantls was
destroyed. And Adam was hurled into the future with such
force that he exceeded the Elnstein 1imit, and his trans-
temporal psl-powers transcended space also. For he grew
nmensely large, and he watched the world that had been
Ltlantis shrink to the slze of nothing more than an atom
enltting gamma-rays before his very eyes, until he found
himself on a whole new world of which Atlantis was only
one tiny particle. 4nd he reflected that 1t was kinda
lucky that he'd eaten his porridge that tuentieth-century
morning before going back in time to destroy his grand=
fathet just as he wase.,well, marrying his grandmother at
Stonehenge, or he might not have had the energy required
to leap through time by telechronicity. Come to think of
it, 1t was kinda lucky he had psi-powers in the first
places

CHAPTER |11 THE TRIANGLE

When he had finished watching the world shrinking go
the size of an atom, he looked up and found himself in a
cavern, very similar to the chambers of Atlantis, and
some more of the white-coated men were running around,
except that they were green-skinned, and they bore the
sign of a triangle on their lapels. Perhaps it was a case
of parallel evolution, The funny thing was, he could sense
a high radloactivity count around him (his mother had al-
ways told him that 1t makes your hair fall out and stunts
your growth),

Suddenly the ceiling above hlm opened up and he saw a
clear blue Carribean sky above hime And in that sky appear-~
ed - a flying saucer! The saucer Tanded next to him, and
some more of the green-skinned people came outs

"Greetings to thee, Earbhling, from we who are of Mars,
the name that you have given to the planet fourth
In 11ne."

The tongue was strangly allen, and yet Adam could under-
stand its sweet poetical lyricism, as if he had always
spoken that way.

e brought you to Bermuda, and ourselves from 'tween
the stars,
to offer explanation here, our sunken Inca mine.

"0yr snow-bound correspondent in the highest Himalayss,
sent an ethergram to us, forecasting awful doom,
And having always loved mankind, we answered mankinds'

prayers,
by coming at our Yeti's call, we'll help dispell
the gloom.



"Because, in aeons paet, we dropped our refuse on
your barren sphere,

and In time 1t had evolved beyond our expéctzt-

fons,

A race 2kin to ours was spawned, that suffered love
and love and fear,

God was a Hartian space-shit, falling from orb-

{tal stattons.

"But To‘ What is this doom espled? this blot on the
horizon?
a nuclear armageddon rears 1ts ugly Tittle
head,
Uranium 1s the atom with Atlantis' fires on,
and by those fires, 1f loosed again, mankind
is crematéd.

"A myriad worlds exist 1n parallel to one another,
and you have been on many with destruction at
you heels,
Oh, Adam, you're not evil, you're the Devil's re-
formed brother,
you're a mixed-up 11ttle delty whose bad fort-
une spiked his whee]s.

"Adam, you're an antigen in soclety's velns,
precipitating trouble, whenefer you reach a
novel shore,
But we will antibodies be, we'll cure Earth's
dylng pains,
we w1l neutralise your antigen, and Earth
shall Tive some morell”
knd suddenly there was roundabout Adam, a multitude
of the Martian host, emerging from a space-ark bearing
the name of Lowest Common Denominator, singing their
praises to a new era of prosperity and happiness on the
Eath.

CHAPTER [V: THE EP[LOGUE

And then he woke up, and found that it had all
been a dream,
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FLASH FEARLESS VERSUS THE ZORGUOMEN PARTS 5 & 6

There's bezn a lot of talk about SF music in HATRIX
but as yet no one has mentioned FLASH FEARLESS VERSUS
THE ZORGWOMEN PARTS 5 & 6, so | will.

1"11 start at the beginning; way back 1n 1974 the
New Musical Express distributed an advertising glmmick
1n the form of a s1im cartoon Teaflet the stze of an
album (12" by 12"). It was called FLASH FEARLESS VS
THE ZORGWOMEN PARTS 5 & 6 (surprisel surprise!) and
concerned the explolts of Flash Fearless, his space-
-10=

shlp "Argo" and his crew {Swede, Flash's right<hand nan,
the Professor, and Dulla). The cartoon pretends to be
part of a continuing series - 1t starts "ou remenber
Tast week's exciting episode,.s"{'m not golng to tell ymu
the story because it would take too long and 1t just
wouldn't be funny 1f | told it; needless to say it is
very corny and really funny. The cartoon could be a relic
fron the 'forties (there are portholes in the "argo" and
we see Swede In the engine room with a spanner at one
pointl)At the appropriate polnts 1n the narrative,
various characters sing and the lyrics of the album are
printed.

So having read the cartoon and realtzing that there
was an album with all the songs on, | did sod all about
1t. Then recently In my pathetic little local record
shop | saw the album on a halfeprice stand! The reason
1t was half-price was that no-one had bought it and the
shop was trying to get rid of it.

The album isn't by a particular group or band but a
one-off collection of artists. |t feartures Alice Cooper,
Elkle Brooks, Jin Dandy, James Dewar, John Entuhistle
and iiaddy Prior. Vartous other musicians also appear:
Nicky Hopkins, Eddie Jobson, Keith fioon and many more.
For those less knowledgeable about rock music there are
nembers of the Who, Curved Air, Roxy fiusic and Steeleye
Span contained 1n those lists, as well as Nicky Hopkins
who has playedpianp with the Rolling Stones, notably on
their album EXILES ON HAIN STREET,

The tracks are as follows:~ "Trapped", "l'm Flash",
"Country Cooking", "What's ‘Happening", "Space Pirates",
"Sacrifice", "To the Chop", "Georgla Syncopator", "Blast
0ff", "Trapped"(reprise). And Tet me tell you, this
album js excellent. It's hapoy, skilled, Inventive rock
nusice.

For those interested, the album is recorded on the
Chrysalis label. Let me leave you s ome of the Tyrics
of "I'n Flash" (sung by the Inimitable Alice Cooper)ees

"'n Flash, !'m the hero

['m the bopper who's the poppa of the crew .

['m Flash and | fight evil,

4nd my spaceship flies the red white and blue.

[Tn Flash, a lightning streaker

You'll find me cruising out among the satars,

And I'm feared by every outlaw

Every renegade from Jupiter to Mars.

The jails are full on Saturn and [ can tell you why,
"Cause !'m the full blasting protoplasting hero of

the skyeces"

(David Strahan)
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Scveral tines recently BSC radi® have oronounced Uranus
tt rhyne with'who-ran-us's Is this to avoid embarrassment
when discussing the newly discovered rings?771



THE KING OF ELFLAND'S DAUGHTER Chrysalls CHR 1137

Written & produced by Bob Johnson & Peter Knights

Christopher Leecsessceaseking of E1fland
liary HopkINesosoessessseslirazel

Frankie M111ereaceesseesshlveric

Alexis Kornereveesssssoash Troll

P.P. Arnoldesensesssssasslhe Hitch

Derek Brimston ) '
Chris Farlowe ) ..-.-...Vﬂ]ager‘s of Ear]

This 's a story album based on tho book THE KING OF
ELFLAND'S DAUGHTER by Lord Dunsany and consists of 9
songs linked by Christopher Lee's narrative. ['ve not
read the book but my wife tells me it's basically
falthful to the story.

Johnson and Knight until recently were menbers of
Steeleye Span (guitar and violin respectively) and
were undoubtedly behind the group's move to a Tpoppler!
sound. The tracks on this album reflect this mix of
traditional style narrative with "folldrock" style
musice.

Thi is a gross oversimplification as each track has
an individyal style fron the fast "The Coming of the
Trol1" (making effective use of Alexis Korner's gruff
volce) to the semi-sung, semi-spoken "Rune of the E1f-
King" (Christopher Lee's dramatic presentation of this
making it Impressive rather than pretentious). But on
the whole, ‘the music 1s up-tempo without being harshs

The story basically is that the people of Earl are
bored and want some magic so the King's son Alveric is
sent to E1fland, recbéving a magic sword frem a witch
on the way. He duely captures the King of Elfland's
daughter, Lirazel, who, of course, eventuzlly falls !in
love with him. The King of Elfland releases a rune and
a troll rescues his daughter; the people of Earl are
then constantly troubled by magic creatures. Lirazel
asks for Alveric to be brought to her and the only
way this can be done is by bringing Earl into E1f-
land. The Chinese have a curse "may you 1ive in fnt-
eresting times" - that seems to sum up the moral of
this story.

That summarises the plot; now for the characters -

Christopher Lee s excellent as narrator and 'singer!, a

natural for this kind of roles

|'ve always 11ked lfary Hopklns' voice though she's
been stuck with too many trite songs in the past. Here
her voice 1s clear and pure, a real joy.

Frankie Hiller is the one let-down, whether he is .

trylng to 'effect a style' | don't know, but 1t sounds aa

though he can't make some of the notes.

AlexVs Korner is a tremendous singer and comes over

weﬂ. -.“_

P.P. Arnold's 'shrieking' style of singing is not
my favourite but here suits the song and the role wells

Derek Brimstone plays his villager parl with a
s11ght cockney accent which is most effective,

Chrls Farlau's, 'broken! style | have always 1bked
and he deals with his track 'The Request' very wells

| 1ike fok and folk-rock and am a fan of Steeleye
Span so 1t's not really surprising that | 1ike this -
record but | think 1t'11 appeal to most people who
1ike gentle, melodic rocke

SCIENGE FICTION IN CANADA..,Part 2. by Danie] Farr

In continuing the examination of & in Canada, we
come to the topics of writers, books, cons and the mis-
cellaneous,

There are a few good writers who Tive 1n Canada,
who write SF and have some degree of recognitlon,

Spider Robinson, an American SF wrlter and his
wife Jeanme moved to Canada several years ago, and
settled down In Nbva Scotia. Splder has written many
successful short stories, and his first novel TELENPATH
(Longman) since moving to Canada.

For several years Spider has been the book reviewer
for "Galaxy", where he has had a chance to showcase hls
w1t and wisdom. Spider uses a 1ight, fl1p style when
writing, which galned hin inmediate popularity. In
TELEMPATH, 1t proves to be the novel's saving grace.

TELENPATH's plot laid out bare, concerns a sclentlst
who releases an airborne chemical agent which increases
the human sense of smell a hundred fold. Cities disint-
egrate as the people rush to the countryside.

llhat follows are attempts by one group to re-create
a non-pollutant industrial technology, and another to
avold all malodorous technology. Thrown in for good
measure are the muskles, ghostly creatures who gave rise
to legends of ghosts and spirits. The muskies are now
detectable because their musky odour is perceivables

TELEKPATH s a fast=paced novel, with Tots of homour
but too many ldeas. Recommendeds

Spider's wife Jeanne Robinson is coming into her
own: her first story received the Analog cover, and she
and Spider are collaborating on several more.

Another American writer who moved to Canada is
Judith Merril. After 1iving tn various parts of the U.8,
the U.K. and Europe, Judith finally decided on Canada,



where she has taken out cltizenshipe

She has been very active within, and outside the
Canadian SF comnunlty, Tecturing and writing on SFe
Recently she reviewed a nember of SF books in the
prestlgious book review section of the Toronto
6lobe and ilall,

Some time ago Michael Coney moved to Canada from
the U.K. Since taking up residence in British Columbia
Bichael has taken a job as an accountant, and prodéiced
a serles of successful books, his latest being BRONTC.
MEK.

A.E. Van Aogt was born 1n Canad, and 1ived here
guring the first part of his 1ife. His first story,
"| 1tved 1n the Back Streets" was sold to True Story
in 1931. Throughout the Depresslon, Van Vogt sold
confession stortes, and radlo seripts to the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation,

[n July 1933 Van Vogt's first published SF story,
®B1ack Destroyer”, appeared in Astounding. Van Vogt
continued on in SF after that, even having the first SF
story he wrote published - "ault of the Beast", A.E.
served in the Canadlan Natlonal Department of Defence
during W11, After which he turned to writing fulla
time and moved to HoTlywood where he has 1ived ever
since.

Bridnlioore is a Canadian novelist who Tives in
Californiae. Brian writes mainstream fiction, and even
his foray into fantasy is styled for a general audience.

THE GREAT VICTORIAN COLLECTION Ys a lavish book, in
the sense that the author has spent a considerable amount
of time on 1t. The plot concerns a young man who is
depressed, while travelling along the coast of California.
He stops at a motel for the night, and during the night
he dreams of a fabulous collection of Victortana. then
he awakens the next morning, there 1t s in the motel
parking lot.

At first hels overjoyed, but dreams can tura soer,
as he quickly realises the forces that bound hin and
the collection together, THE GREAT VICTORIAN COLLECTION
(WcCelland & Stewart). Recommended.

HoA. Hargreaves 1s best known for his single author
collection NORTH BY 2000 (Peter Martin Associates Ltd.)
Most of the stories were originally published 1n the U.K
in varlous SF books.

The storles dwell on the central theme of survival
within Amercanadlan, a soclal-political unton of Can-
ada and the U.S., with each story taking place in what
1s called "01d Canada". The various stories range from
"Catnn" which is a study of a young murderer who s
sent to a rehab}litation centre in the foothills of
Alberta, to "fiore Things In Heaven and Earth", an
exploration of group ESP through a mystery story
concerning an English professor who teaches Shakes=

peare to 60,000 students on a T.V. netuork, The book will
hold your Interest and makes an excellent addition to any
11brary.

Richard Rohmer is an untypical, hard to pigpoint exist-
ence 1n Canadian SF, Richard started out writing a main-~
strean novel, ULTIHATUH, which dealt with a future/spec~
ulative political situation, and somewhere along the way
1t became SF. |t then became a runaway bestseller, because
of some pretty darn good tdeas; 1ts only fault being that
Rohmer is a good writer. But Richard plugged away, never
calltng his novels SF,; after ULTIHATUN (1973) and it
sequel EXKONERATION (1874), he wrote EXODUS U.K. (1975)
and 1ts! sequel SEERARTION {1976). Geod or bad these
books deal with such familiar topics to Canadlans as Can~
adian/U.S. relations, Imnigration, Quebec separation,
Arcticencrgy  and native people's land rights etce

lell, there they are, more or less, the people who
write SF in or about Canada. Now some more good news -
yes, Canada may get a great seml-pro SF magazine.

Stardust, a small digest-sized zine has been kicking
around for some time now, managing to produce three issues
(no.s 2 & 3 were doublad together). But what issues =
colour covers, offset printing, on quallty paper, and some
exceptlonally good stories.

Issue & spells 1t out. Stardust, the Canadian SF mag=
azine. It's 60 pages, with a beautiful professional-
looking cover, and inside three good storfes, the best of
which 1s "The Night The Acturtans landed" by Chris Dorian.
The story was originally publiched with a different end~
ing 1n Unearth, here 1t is In 1ts! original form. The
prose and the timing are both tight and good.

UPFSDM, by Mackenzie Bell is the longest story, and
could have been the best if Bell had spent more time pol=
ishing a few minor weak spots which disrupt the reader.
Sti11, 1t Is a good readable storys "Gloops" by Dena Bain
is a very datable exploration Into drugs, counterculture
and sex. The story &s good, jarring, bad, silly, tasteless
and someday Dena may be able to take it and turn 1t into
something special instead of a copy of the weird fantasies
of the late sixties.

Editor Forest Fisco Jr. could do with some advice
though; a) have the magazine typeset, b) go after adverf=
tsing, ¢) advertise Stardust in the Jeading sem!~pro and
pro markets, d} 111 up the pages moree Too much blank
space makes the reader feel he's belng cheatad,

Stardust, 47 Vermont Ave, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
MG X8 #1.50 or 5. (4 ssues) quarterly. Stardust
pays 1£ a word for fiction. Give it a chance and watch a
flower bloom,

Cons

This year Vancouver hosted Westercon ( a con held
annually on the ilest Coast). Mext year Los Angeles will
be the host citys



I was praCtiSing a
sheep~-shank with
two half hitches
but there's a
page missing

from the book

THE "IHO GETS WHAT HWHERE™ QUESTIONNAIRE

In WATRIX 8, Dave Lewis asked members to f111 in . questionnalre for a survey he was doing concerning the
reading hablts of BSFA members. The results are below, Concluslons are hard to draw because of the low response
rate - something under 7% of the then membership - and any deductions are therefore tentative in the extreme. How-
ever, | think one or two interesting points do arise, even 1f in some cases 1t s just a matter of "proving the
obvious's | would 11ke to point out that all the hard work in collating and tabulating the flgures was done by
Dave Lewls and any errors of extrapolatlon are probably mine, as | don't know the 7irst thing about statistlcs
except the old story about the 100-year old man who said that he was golng to 1lve forever because statistics
proved that very few people Indeed died between the ages of 100 and 101. But enough &f such foolery...the BSFA
Questionnaire, in which members were asked to how many books they had read and where they obtained them, during the
year of 1975,

SCOURCES . BOOKS READ BOOKS READ BOOKS READ AY. CASED ON INDIV'S
TOTALS OF C.TEGORIES STRAIGHT AVERAGE ~ STRAIGHT % UTILIZATION OF EACH CLASSIFICATION
; OF TOTAL INDIVS, OF TOTAL
Books Bought; Heback P-back H-back P«back Hback  Pwback H- back P-back
Local Bookshops 84 853 3,61 36,772 2,25 22,87 21 44,895
Large chalnstores 4 294 0,18 13,364 0,107 7.88 3 18,364
Newsagents b 119 8.50 5,409 0,294 3.19 B:5 9,917
Specialist Dealers 105 438 4,77 19.909 2.81 1.7 17,5 3648
JumbTe sales 25 99 1,736 4,50 0.67 2.65 3,57 11%
Other scources 115 643 5.227  29.227 6.999  17.2%  44.378 __ihhh
Total new 261, 1600 11,88 72,721 6.9 42,90 18,643 12:727
Total 2nd-hand 83, 84T 397, 38,50 2,22 22,71 9092 562467
Combthned total =344 =2447 w19,64  =#11.27 «9,22 «65,62
Baoks Borrowed:
Lbeal Library 679 82 30,384 3.721 18,2 2.19 67,9 1664
B.S.FoAe Library 2k 9 1.09 0.409 0.64 026 12 9
B.F.S. Library 0 0 D) 0 0 0 0 0
Friends K 104 1,409 4,724 0.83 2.18 4,429 8
Other sources 0 10 0 04455 0 0,26 O 5
Total 134 205 33,364 9.318  19.68 5.4 564462 13.667
Total read 1078 2651 49 120.5 28.9 71.09 49 120.5
Combined total 3729 16965 169.5
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CONCLUSIONS

As has been sald, any deductions are tentatlve,
but bearing 1n mind that confidence Timits can only
be 1n the order of 50% with the stze of sample in
questlon, one or two indicatlons may be worth notimge

Considering that a total of 3729 books were read
by such a small sample, we can justifiably claim that
BSFA members read a considerable more than the nat-
lonal average ( one survey has claimed that 767 of
people read two or less books In a year. As would be
expected, a clear preference was shown for paper-
backs when 1t came to buying books ~ 1600 (new)
paperbacks (42%) as opposed to 261 hardbacks (just
under 7%). The maln sotrce of hardbacks was the
1ibrary - 679 or 18.27 of the total read -~ a
gratifyingly (from my point of view as a 1tbrarian)
high library use. Altogether over 20% of books
read were borrowed from the local library, This
brought up the total of hardbacks/paperbacks read
to 28.9%:71.09%%

42% of paperbacks were bought new as opposed to
just uver 2% borrowed from the library. The latfer
percentage could be expected to Yncrease as more
1ibraries buy paperbacks to eke out book~funds hit
by Inflation and cutbacks, but at the moment
baokse1ler!s-don't need to worry too much. The
22% of paperbacks bought second-hand, though,
suggests that the rising cost of this format
Is making jtself felt.

[t is interesting perhaps that more hardbacks
were bought from specialist dealers than other
retall outlets ~ a reflection no doubt of the
wider range of matertal which can be obtained from
dealers. The high progortion of hardbacks
classified under 'other sources may well be account -
ed for by the SF Book Club.

So for some general conclusions: over half the
sanple bought hardbacks. Everyone bought paperbackss
Naturally, the largest number of books read came
from the local bookshop, with the local library
coning second, but note the Ympoktance of special-
{st dealers for what we can justifiably geess to
be less obtainable books such as imports, or newly-
published works. Jumble sales are a1 important
source of books and nearly half as many books are
bought second-hand as new ( 1n fact, the flgures
break down to almost half new (1861), a quarter
second=hand (930) and a quarter borrowed (939))

The BSFA 1tibrary, sadly, seemed to be under-
used. |s this the high cost of postage?. Over half
the sample borrowed books from friends - nearly 31/2 %
of all books came from this source, certainly more than
from the BSFA 1ibrary - unless we, too come under this
category!

So the Average BSFA member (1f such a thing exists)
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buys around 18 hardbacks /72 paperbacks new a yeer, and
around 9 hardbacks /56 paperbacks second-hand, As well,
56 hardbacks and 13 paperbacks are borrowed from varlious
sourcese Counting a hardback as £2,50 and a paperback as
50p new, and 50p and 30p rzanectlvely secondshand ( ano
doubt unrealistically condimvatlve estimate) this means
that your mythical average BSFA member spends £111.70 on
books per year. So we put quite a lot into the pockets of
publishers.

A few questlons to end up with, Do people think this
represents them? Note that the time covered was 1975 and we
are now (at time of typing) coming to the end of 1977, Has
tnflatfon made a difference to your book=buying? Perhaps
people who responded to the questlonnalre could reply to
th1s = ((cegtainly tn my case this 1s true; | buy far less
and a greatsr proportion is second-hand, although to be fair
there are other factors which mean shortage of cash.))

Thanks to all who took the time to respond and to
Dave Lewis for the Hard Work,

Postscript - 'Other Sources'of bocks given were:

SF Book Club
Squadron library

Harket 81311
eaders Union

Second~hand bookshop

Books given as presents

School bookshop

Woolworths' remainders counter
onventlon bockrooms

Review coples.

(Andy Sauyer)
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"BREAKAWAY' « The Norwich SF Soclety

fn1t1ally, the Norwich SF Soclety took on the appearance
of 'Discovery', so named because of the deep sense of dis-
covery of SF and each other (the membership) and was very
tnformal 1n 1ts' Ynception. Unforturately, because of that
dreaded disease 'apathy!, 1t was declded that those who were
sti11 Interested 1n SF (as SF) would form a rival group
and thus.ees

Breakaway! was formed (t1tled because of the dissension)
and vas based upon the Ydeas of Lional Fanthorpe, fitke
Bootman, Sherry Ward, Peter Tyers, Roger Campbell and
Stuart Andrews. (1t was later that these people formed the
Lformal committee and another was added later 1n the form
of Alan flarshall who replaced Peter Tyers as secretary).

The hope was to produce a group which would remain
11vely and, of course, be a continuous source of Interest
to 1ts' members and so the ahove people took on the dire
responsibi1ities for the tnitiation of such plans.



A meating place was arranged in the form of a pub
on Bishopgate (the Adam & Eve) and meetings take place
every Wednedday night; the first of which was blessed
by a multitudinous figure of twelve (achieved by verbal
advertising). The format of these meetings were design-
to 1nvolve the indivldual and was achieved by shoosing
(from a hate..eewhat other way?) the name of a person
to be 'Discusston Leader!'s It was this member's respon=
s1b1114y to shoose material for a talk which would,
hopefully, create positive feedback in the form of an
open d'scussiofe Unfortunately, after a while, 1t was
declded to make this method redundant as 1t frightened
off potential members. Now, meetings have been re-
arranged so that pre-selected toplcs are taken up by
volunteers, thus alleviating this unforiunate (but
unavotdable) fears

PubTlclsing for new members has so far been con-
fined to the 'What's On' spot in a tocal newspaper as
well as a few posters in local shops (and, of course,
verbally). This has now effected a membership of just
over twenty, which is increasing slowly. As for attend-
ances at the meetings, these have varigd from efght to
fifteen, averaging out at (that blessed figuresee)
twelve. As far as | know there Ys no membership fee,
but in the event of the group being formalised with a
conmittee 1t seems inevitable that fees are in effect.

Events for the group have bean many and varied. From
the archives we have a visit to sze Anne McCaffrey, at
Cambridge University, a visit to Lunicon, held at that
wonderful capital of ours, London, and a visit to the
Star Trek con. The group Chairman (H1ke Bootman) app=
eared in a local newspaper (an achievement that not
many groups can boast) shown pinning up a poster from
that revered magazine SF Honthly (one up for itees0K,
so 1t 1s defunct, so what?)e The president (sounds
1ike the group 1s an established, prosperous company)
Llonal Fanthorpe was given an interview on a local radlo
station, about SF, naturally, and a recording was made
of this, so 1f anyone wants to hear it write and ask.
The most notable of all, or so | believe, was the appear
ance of several members of the group on 'Anglia Today',
a local TV programme. Now this 1s an achievement for
any group (not necessarily an SF group) to fulfiil
and three cheers to these people for reaching the lecal
media 1n such a manner.e..well done SF peoples

An event which was enjoyed by all members was the
participation in the Lord Mayor's Whit procession. The
group created costumes, etc. and arranged a futuristic
settlng for a float and succeeded in amazing their Tocal
nedia (once again) with a spectacular parade of aliens,
futuristic military 'gentlemen' and 'our' future royal
fanily. | wonder, perhaps, if anyone took photos of the
float who would be willing to give up the negatives for
a whiles.es ['d Tiked to have seen that.

As far as the future is concerned, the group, or
some of them, hope to attend the comlng (or, as it 1s
now, the past) Novacon and Skycon 78 (which as you all

know s the 1978 Eastercon being held at the Heathe
row Hoteles.otoo damn expensive for me)e

Another asset which the group have 1s the public=
ation of thelr own zine. Basically, nay essentially,
this is based upon fiction written by members of the
group. |'ve managed to secure a copy of this and al-
though | haven't yet read 1t (time 'n all that, you
know), 'f the contents do justice to the production
11'11 be a darn good read. The cost is a mere 35p and
it 1s entitled '6fear'. If you can't get hold of one
['d be wi11ing to lend mine out on the condition that
| get 1t backe

So, first 'Discovery' which had its' good times and
bad and was enjoyed whilst 1t Yasted; then we have
"Breakaway's This group have very strong links and
footage and 1f |'m any judge of SF groups (Uhadya mean
['n notess.?) they are going to be big BIG tn fandom.
They've gone through changes, evaded troubles efficient-
ly, smelt the fear of disbandient and have come through
with their heads above, well above, water. They've
reached 1nto the homes of their local media and have
sald "Look! e exist, we're not a bunch of Bugmeyed
monsters” and the reaction has been positive. Desplte
the greups's feeling that they «re at the end of the
world, where no-one knows of them, they are known by
the BSFA and now 1ts' members.Soon the whole of fandom
w111 be saying "es, | know them... they're the Norwich
SF people (as they 1ike to be knoun as) nice bunchl"
| sectnd that point about them beihg nice people; |¥ye
net Mike Bootman and Sherry Ward (at the 77 Silicen
festival) and |'m tn contact with Alan liarshall on a
fortnightly basise....AND, they are nice peoples

Contact address is:
Alan Marshall, 1, Trendall Road, Sprowston,
Norwich, Norfolk, NR7 8T8,

411 the best !Breakaway'.
£5685665600050600380R30066000400306090600000068506028
400066060000066063006600060600060000000806008860066680

(SCIENCE FICTION [N CANADA...(Conts from 3 paged
back))

An interesting organizatlon is the Ontarto SF ¢lub
which occaslonally, and | mean occasionally, produces
a fanzine, past fanzines being Distaff, Vate Con 3
Program Book etc. These are mostly one-shot mimeos,
produced leisurely making them exceptionally goode
[f you want information about the club or fanzines
try Janet Small, 94 Ave. Rd, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
W5R 2H2,.

As you can see, Canadlan SF 1s allve, in fact we
don't even have to use the respirator much anymore.

SF SF SF SFSFSFSF SFSF SFSFSF SFSFSF SFSFSFSFSFSFSF SFSFSFSFSF



Critic Auberon Yaugh, when reviewing SILHARILLION,
;21d that he would glve up revleving 1f the book sold
yore than 100,000, By now 1t has far exceeded that fig-
ire; could 1t be, bye-bye Auberon? (But according to
the Libray Associatlon, although extra coples of the
yzok are belng ordered for public libraries, they are
yelng returned with all but the first ten pages
susplclously untouched by human hand...)

Some book news: From Abhe Mowshowltz comes a
hook c217ed INSIDE INFORMATION: COHPUTORS [N FICION
(Add1son-¥esTey, £6.40). This discusses vartous
franmsworks of computer technology, and dlscusses
ralevant SF works by Heinleln, Asimov, Brunner,
A1dYss, etc.

The Oxford University Press have published a
book entltled SCIENCE FICTION: HISTORY, SCIENCE,
6
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VISION, by Robert Scholes and Eric
S. Rabkin. This may be Interesting
but was slammed by Brian Aldiss fn
the T.L.S. 18/ 11 /77,

For those who prefer the Real
Thing, NEL have 1n thelr January
Tists POLICE YOUR LOCAL PLANET, by
Lester del Rey and retssues of THE
5ORLES OF ROBERT HEINLEIN and Brian
Aldiss's SCIENCE FICTION ART, New
editlons of John Yyndham's JIZZLE
and Hetnlein's REVOLT IN 2001 and
SPACE CADET are also scheduled.

From Pan: THE LOST TRAVELLER by Steve KYlson and
BRONTOHEK] by idichael Coney.

The third volume of Trevor Hoyle's 'Q' serles is set
for January publication from Panther - t1tled QUEST FOR
THE NAKED SIHGULARITY.(previous volumes are SEEKING THE
HYTYICAL FUTURE and THROUGH THE EYE OF TIHE. Trevor Hoyle
Is also at work on a lengthy TV serles to be produced
late next year and publlshed simultaneously tn hardback
by Yeidenfeld & Nicholsone

Star books publish Larry Niven & Jerry Pournelle's
THFERNO. (75p).

Fron Stdgewick & Jackson in January: THE HAGICIANS
by Janes Gunn. And non-fiction(?) scheduled for later
this year ((1 think)) ts lnmanuel Vellkovsky's RAMASES
[1 AND HIS TIRE.



BANANAS from Quartet : a selectlion from the mag~
azine of the same name whish features material from
such writers as J.G. Ballard and Angela Carters

A recent childrens! SF novel, BUZZBUGS by Bruce
Carter (Dent, £2,95) featares this years mest orlg-
tnal plotesss glant insects terrorizing the cotintry-
81d8l

PHILIP JOSE FARMER'S Tatest 'Rlverworld' novel
has just been pablished In the 4S: title Is THE DARK
DESIGN. There w111 be a fourth to finlsh off the
serfec, which 1t 1s hoped will be out next years

Roger Elwood 1s editing a serles of STARSTREAM
conics, contalning storfes iIn strip form by well-
known names, such as Sturgeon.

A new UK prozine is set to appear the first
weak of December, Ent1tled STARBURST, it is pro-
duced by the Mad Hlagazine' people and the first
Issue s based around, would you bellere, STAR
WARS. s

Rumour has 1t that the zine STAR FORCE is beling
sued by 20th~centary Fox.

DENNIS WHEATLEY, author of many books featuring
the occult and borderline 8F, such as BLACK AUGUST
and THEY FOUND ATLANTIS, died on November 11th aged
804

SOLARIS was shown by the BBC2 on Saturday, M.
12th, followed by THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN on tne @ 27th Hove
'H ORIZON' on the 25th was devoted to the works of
Erich von Danlken, who by his own admission features
photographs and statements which he knows are false
{0 stimulate the reader'. He sti11 holds to his
thesls - but True Beltevers should take note of the
carved pebbles, thousands of years old, deplcting
heart transplants and the like, which von D. was
shown 1n a museum tn South America - and which
THortzon' conclusively proved were carved by a man

tn the next village from contemporary magazines!

Perhaps adding support to vonD's theary, what s
his and belongs to no-one else, was the warning by
Virt1lon of Ashtar Galactic Command which cut into a
Southern TV New programme on November 27th. Not to
worry: this was a hoax by a group of students and
elecironics experts who have already 'hljacked' the
airways twice before. They used a pirate transmitter
pewered by a car battery in the back of a van near
an 1BA transmitter.....at Teast, that's what we're
t01deseest

However, Eric Gairy, Prime finister of Granada,
wanis the UN to set up a department to study UFOs.
He himself has seen one and was ‘overuhelmed' by
the experiences
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A Conan film ts n the making, starring Arnold ift.: 0
Schwartzanager as our favourite babarlane

Kenny (R2D?2) Baker's next role 1s as a Womble in the
i's full-length feature film.

fhark Ham111 was saved to work on the sequel to STAR
Wars by a car crash which smashed up his face = seems
he was under contract for flve years on a TV sertes
called 'Elght 1s Enough’, but felt that this obscure SF
£i1n he'd just finished might offer him a better chance
of fame and fortunes An injunctlon was threatened, so on
the Friday before the first eplsode was to be shot, Hanlll
returned to the serles. Then he got in his car, went out
on the freeway, over an embankment and smashed up his
face. After which he was released from his contract.
fleanwh1le, Mamt11's new f11m 1s STING RAY, about motor
racinge

ST/R WARS has reached the 1ist of the top ten Amer
ican films voted by the 16,000 members of the American
Film Institute. It came eigth overall, which just beat
2001:4 SPACE ODYSSEY by one place. |t came second in a
poTl organised by !'Star! magazines Top film n both .
polls was = GONE WITH THE WIND. STAR UARS ts breaking box
offlce records 1n [taly and 1t STLLL hasn't be.n shown
in the UK, Would 1t be cynical to suspect that everyone
w111 have bought their STAR UARS comics, T-shirts, jlgsawa
force-beams, etce and will feel that they know the movie
so well they won't bother golng to see 1t?

Gene Roddenberry has signed W1T11an Shatner, James
Doohan, Valger Koenlg, Nichelle Nichols, and Majel
Barret, from his orlginal STAR TREK, for the new seriess
Leonard Nimoy w111 not be returning as Spock; instead
Roddenberry is looking for an actress to play an alien
who comes from a planet where "they are hairless except for
their eyebrows and eyelashes. And extraordinarily sense
uous", ‘'Yould she surpass Leela, though???

Nichelle Nichols, who plays Lt. Uhura, recently spent
five months touring the States to recrult women and
nembers of minority groups for the space shuttle prog-
ranne planned for the 1980's. During her stint, NASA
recieved over 1,500 applicationsa

A rocent US festival of animated films featured
Superman vs. the Hechanical Homsters"(Hlax Fleischer,
1941), *Cosntc Cartoon" by Steve Lisberger and Erie Ladd,
a?Tengthy, elabourate and whirling montage of outer-
space-11ke images", and Cat Stevens' "Hoonshadow"s

STAR WARS POSTER MAGAZINE noe 1 1s written by John
Hay and produced by John Trux and fitke Harten, designed
by Richard Adams. It 1s published by Galaxy Publtcations
Ltd, 252 Belsize Rd, London WG ~ features a glant
poster inside 8 x AL sizes

After hearing OLIAS OF SUNHILLOH (solo album by Jon
Anderson, Lead singer of YES), Anne licCaffery was so



Inzressed that she got in toush with Jon with a
vlew to hém providing muste for he 'Dragon!

FBENS,.

Redlo &'s FIVE-SIXTH OF THE YAY TO THE [iOON
featurad [TN's sclence editor Peter Fairly dise
cussing telepathy and the paranormal - broadcast
on licyes 20th,

FBTURE TENSE was a sesason of SF fiims organised
by the Science Fictlon Foundation for the National
F1lm Theatre, 7th November = 31st December. December
progremme st

5th Dec A BOY & HIS DOG.

6th " HOUR OF THE WOLF

Tth " THE BEAST FRO# 20,000 FATHOIiS.
gth " IGHTY JOEYOUNG,

9th " THE SUBMERSION OF JAlaN.

gth " THE CRAZIES.

10th " THE BED-SITTING RQOM.

11th " CARRIE,

Ttk 0 NO BLADE OF GRASS.

12th - 16th TH( 1133 (Hatinee)

12th Dec. CR. STRANGELOVE,
13th " BUG.

fith " SLAYGHTERHOUSE FIVE.
16th " UIHEN UIORLDS COLLIDE.
17th " THE TENTH VICTIif,
18th " SOLARIS.

19th " CRIMES OF THE FUTURE.
20t " THE BLTIIATE YARRIOR.
2qfst? b CHOSEN S#RVIVORS.
22nd " GLEN AND RAHMDA.

23rd " JORRNEY TO THE CENTRE OF TIHE.
2ith " MESTHORLD.

20th! FUTUREYORLD.

25th " JUST [MAGINE

25th " THE FINAL PROGRAMIIE.
29th " DARK STAR.

30th " GAS=S=S-S

st ! SOTLENT GREEN.
Late~nighters -

16th Dec. TS ALIVE

P3rd " FLESH GORDOY.

Two professors at Yale University have tuned
In to the music of the spheres. 350 years ago,
. Kepler worked out the laws of planetary motion
and 2n elabourate hypothetical music based on
theme W1111e Ruff and John Rodgers calculated
the motions of the planets over a 100 year period,
apslled Kepler's laws and musical nntations,
and crocuced a program to feed into a music
synthesizer. Onc Tistener commented that it
sounded Tike motion sickness.

The world's first animated hologram, a 15tha
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century tale of knlghts and dragans, has been created by
James Britton Zabka, a fcrmer mural artist from San Fran-
clsco, whs first became interested after reading LORD OF THE
RINGS,

Robotics is becoming big bustness: The Commerce Depart,
ment In Yashington DC 'employ' a robot 'matl mobtle' nick-
named Roby. He can deliver mall five times a day as opposed
to human employees' four, and was the first robot 1n Washa
Ington, although other floors of the Commerce Bullding now
have their own robots. The Pentagen now has its own robot
and there 1s one emplcyed by the US Geologlcal Survey.
Quasar Industries of Rutherford, New Jersey are a leading
firm of Robot manufacturers. They speclalise 1n Sales
Promotion Androids for stores and trade conventlons, but
are working on the prototype of a domestic robot which 1s
expected to be in mass production in two years, flore sin-
tster 1s the Centyry One, which the US army s reportedly
Interested in. [t s seven feet tall, wighs 650 pounds and
can be programsed to k111. Therc is also the Century Two:
"When he's out on program, nobody cen stop him."

Url Geller claims (agatn!) that the Russtans are working
on psychlc war-machines - he seys he was offered a large sum
of money to go to a huge secret lab run by the KGB.

UFO recoerds over the last ten years are being re-examined
by NASA on ihite riouse orders to determine whether ther
Govenment should launch another full~scale tnquirys And the
French Soclety for the Study of Spatial Phenomena 1s fnstall-
two computers in ts' reeearch centre to investigate UFGs.

ilaybe they come from the series of rectangular rock
formations discovered in the south polar regicns of ilars by
Wartner 3 five years ago, which a recent news 1tem suggested
was the ruins of an ancient city....but then again, maybe
not.

10 out of 43 Amerlcan astronauts who flew In space were
born under the sign of Pisces. Is this a proof of astrology?
The incredible odds have besn calculated as being 571 to
one agatnst such a number having the same birth sign -which
doesn't scem that incredible if you think shoat t1t.

In his new fiTm THE HIEDUSA TOUCH, Richard Burton plays
a man with telekinetlc powerse

"THE |NCREDIBLE HULK™ shown on American TV $n two parts.
Bf11 Bixby plays Bruce Banner and Lou Ferrigno plays 01!
Green=skin himself.

THE PEOPLE SHAPERS by Vance Packard tells us that the
"Brave New World' of Aldous Huxley 1s almost on us, with
advances in cloning, transplants, and gene*ic engineering.

BUCK ROGERS revived for a sertes of one=hour TV prog-
rammes on NBC, who also plan QUARK, a science~fiction comedy
series.

Dino (KIiG KONG remake) Laurentils reported building a
yetl, and suing producers of a neu Yet! film - stole his 1dea.



FETER #|CHCid S HAS RESIGNED FROH THE SF
FOUNDATION as from January 1978, A recent ad
1n the Times LVterary Supplement asked for
both an adninistrator and a research assist-
ant. Apparently Peter Nicholls wants to be
a freelance writerseo((1'n sure that we all
wish him Tuck, thank him for his work in the
past, and hope that his successor will keep the
Foundatton running to the standard of acieve-
ment Pater has set. Peter Nicholls has done
a gr at deal for SF in this country.))

The Polytechnic of North London School
of Librartansiip 1s running a seminar for
Librartans on Febrtary 3th: "Science Fictlon «
1ts place and mse In Tibraries.” The course 1s
ntandad for 1ibrarlans engaged in acquisitior
and use of SF. According to the programae, "It
1s meant to show what 's tnvolved 1n building a
comprehensive stock suited to the differing needs
of the user of science flctlon elther a5 a
Ttterature for pleasure or for stody." The pro~
gremme conststs of "The nature of SF", "The
pubTishing and distributlon of SF", "8iblio-
graphical control of SF." and a discussion
panel. Course organiser 1s Antony Crogan who
once had the dublous privilage of trying to
drive the arcane mysterles of Library Class=
1ficatton into the thick skull of Your Editor.
He wriies:"This 1s probably the first course on
SF to be almed specifically at librartans. This
aln 1s an assertion that SF has a proper place
In the world store of knowledge that 1s 1tself
an Ydea In much of SF," ATso taking part in the
course 1s Ken Slater,

F1lm Society Notes:

Apart from one-off ''seasons' which are usually
in London anyway, many people find 1t difficult
to actually get to an SF film; distribution of
many good SF f1ims 1s not what 1t. should bes One
way of getting round this s jolning a Tocal fllm
soctety or beconing friendly with a member -
you can't usually turn up and expect to sec a film
but members are allowed one or two guests. The ¢
following fllns are being shown In the lerseyside
area:

DON'T LOOK NOi Jan 27 Heswall Film Soc.

THE FANTASTIC PLANET Apr. 16 Frodsham " "

THE %.N WHO FELL TO

EARTH Apr. 8 Herseyside Film
Institute. (WFI)

SLAUGHTERHOUSE FIVE  Feb 3 HF1

SOLARIS Feb 25 il

YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN Mar. 3 ELWSHMERE PORT.

Apr. 13 Birkenheade

((Further laformation from other areas will be
gratefully recelved.)) %
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An S "All=nighter? organised by the Stage One Arts
Centre and the Little ITford FiTn Soclety in the London
Borough of Newham on 19th November featared THE ANDROMEDA
STRAIN, ZARDOZ, SILEHT RUNKING and THE THING FROM ANOTHER
HORLD.

BOOK NEYS: New and reprinted paperbacks.es

OMEGA SF 1n M17an have published an ltallan translation
of Gordon R. Dickson's SLEEPWALKER'S WORLD - IL MONDO DE!
SONNAMBULT .

From SPHERE;

15th Dec. 1977

THE H&N "WHO AUCKE....Laurence Wanning (85p)

THE PEOPLE OF THE %1MD.... Poul Anderson (95p)

THE EINSTEIN IHTERSECTION.... Samuel R Delaney (75p)
BABEL 17,04 Samuel R. Delany {(75p)

REPORT ON PROBABILITY A....Brtan Aldiss (85p)

26th Jan. 1976

FLOATING UORLDS....Cect1ta Holland (E1.50)

& KNIGHT OF GHOSTS & SHADDYS....Poul Anderson (85p)
PRIME HUMBER.... Harry Harrison (85p]

10 LIVE FOREVER..,.Jack Vance (85p)

23rd Feb. 1978

THE EARLY U1LLIAHISON....Jack U111tanson (95p)

JOURNEY OF JOENES....Robert Sheckley (85p)

THUE GEN |§ THE JUNGLE....Morman Spinrad (95p)

From NEL:

1st Dec. 1977

THE ANDERIHG “CRLDS....Terry Greenhough (85p)

BO Ml FRIDAY.... Rex Gordon (90p)

STARSHIP TROOPERS.... Robert A. Heinlein (35p)

From FUTURA:

1st Dec. 1977

THE PRIiiaTIVE.... E.C. Tubb (65p)

PERRY R4CDAN 26 (4 Yorld Gone Hiad)....Clark Darlton (65p)

From Ballantine:

1st December 1977

T0 CONTROL THE STARS....Robert Haskins (65p)

From CORGI:

0X....Pters Anthony (85p)

PLANET OF JUDGEMENT (A Star Trek novel)...Joe Haldeman.
(70p)

From FONTaNA:

29th Decs 1977

UASKE THEORY....Jack Vance (75p)



THE "'#D READERS....Brlan Stableford (65p)

Z7th Feb, 1978
|% THE DAYS OF THE COMETs... H.G. Yells

EXPLORATIONS OF THE iiRVELLOUS... Peter Nicholls (edd)

Froa Pal:

15th Dec. 1977

THE PROISED LAND....Brian Stableford (80p)
THE PARADISE GAME.... Brian Stableford (50p)
THE DFEP RANGE....Arthur C. Clarke (70p)

BANANAS 8 featured pieces by J.G. Ballard and

Ton Disch, as well as a story translated from Spanish,

"{xion" by Jorge Torres Zavaletta, which features
centaurs on an Argentinian estancia.

Two writing contests in nmerica; the 1977/8
N3F Stroy Contest which must be 3,000 ~40,000
words on any SF/F subject, and the 1978 Chattacon
Stery Contest which must be 4,000 ~ 43,000 words,

on elthsr sexual role reversal or constructive ise

of behavour management. Entry froms - which HUST
accompany entries, from Irvin Koch, c/o 835 Chatt
Bank Bldg., Chattanooga, TH 37402, USa.

HUGO  AMARDS 1977

NOVEL: Uhere Late the Sseet Birds Sang (Wilhelm)
NOVELLA: (tie) By any Uther Name (Robinson), Hou
on, Houston, Do Yau Read? (Ttptree)

HOVELETTE: The Bicentenntal fian (Asimov)

SHORT STORY: [ricentennial (Haldeman)

EDITOR: ben Bova

ARTIST: Rick Sternbach

FANZINE: Sclence Fictlon Review

Fall URITER (tie): Susan Mood; Dick Gels

F.iil ARTIST: Phil Foglio

JOHit 1, CANPBELL AWARD FGR BEST NEU URITER -
C.J. Cherryh
GANDALF &%4RD: Andre Nortons

Faah AWARDS

EDITOR: Rob Jackson

YRITER: Bob Shaw

ARTIST (Humerous): Harry Bell

ARTIST (serious): James Schull

LGC YRITeR: fitke Glicksohn

SIGLE !SSUE (tie): Maya 11; Spanish Inquisition

CHECKPOINT POLL
F.NZVNE: wrinkled Shrew

F.NURITER: Leroy Kettle
ARTIST: Harry 8ell

sta
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lilchael Moorcock has won the Guardian Award for THE COND&
ITION OF MUSAK. 1978 w1T1 see the publication of Noorcock's
first novel THE GOLDE{ BARGE -written when he was 18 and
published f or the first time ((according to The Guardtan =

there 1s a story of that title tn the collection THE TIME
DBELLER)) and his 53rd, GLCRIANA.

The December 1ssue of PLAYBOY contains a story by Philip
Jose “armer, called 'The Henry Mi11er Dawn Patrol'. Also a
parody of Star Wars entltled STAR SPATS by Laurence Gonzales,
Ray Russell writing on BUCK ROGERS AND !, and a set of old=
t'me spaceship designs including a pull-out one to make
yourself. That's my excuse - what's yours?

Frank Herbert 1s working on DUNE 1V (provisional working
t1tle) set ‘many years after the Tast 'Dune' novel.

Dave Langford's "Twll Ddu" won the Nova award at Nova-
con. *

New from Atrfix for your Christmas stocking - a serles
of 'litcronauts' ~"an actlon-packed range of space figures
ahd vehlcles all virtually Interchangeable with each other.

Caroline Munro, to be seen Yn the newest Bond film, s
currently filning Starcrash, "a new sclence flction movie
In the same veln as..ee" ((need | continue?)) Previous roles
were 1n The Golden Voyage of Sinbad and At The Earth's Core.

lore f1Tm news: METEOR w11l cost £11,000,000 and feature
Natalle Yood and Sean Connery. END OF THE UORLD cost
$500,000. Proposed new f11ms 1nclude ALIEWN, THE I[NCREDIBLE
HELTING MAN, and remakes of THE THING and THE INCREDIBLE
SHRINKING fiAti.

STAR WORLDS Ys a new Tv series In the states, spec!al
effects by U=TV which d1d special effects for STAR WiRS.

Samantha Eqgar and Kelr Dullea star in WELCOME TO BLOOD
CITY described as a sclence-fiction western "operating two »
worlds, the real and the Imagined, at the same time."

An animated version of THE HOBBIT was shown in the US
by NBC on Nove 27th. Future serles nclude FUTURE COP and
PROJECT BLUEBOARD,

NASA's Langley Research Centre 1n Hampton Virglinia hae
awarded Lockheed litss!les and Space Co. a asntract to develop
basic concepts for buliding large-scale space structures,
with 2 view to developing industrial manufacture in spaces

WONDER HOW star Lynda Carter s planning an Tp on Eplc
and a book on health and beauty care,

Fap guddtng psjchdafalpsts-= WEANING TN STAR TREK by
Karin Blair from Anima books, 1053 %11son Ave. Chambersburg
Ph 17201, ($9.95)
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FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION Oct,1977

You'11 be pleased to know that this 1s the 28th
Anniversary A11 Star lssue. The content of this issue
1s, sadly, not what the cover would have yos belleve.
Althoegh two of the three novelets (by Samuel Re Des
laney and John Brunner) really are excellent, the
rest of the fictlon 1sa bore to read,

The story by Delany 1s called 'Prismatica’ and A
Is subtitled 'Hommage a James Tharber'. Although |
have seen some cartoons by Thurber, | haven't read
any of his stories, so | can't see the connectlon =
1 there is one and 1t isn't slmply a dedication.
[t 1s a beautifully written, mystical juvenile story
for adults. (Delany seems to have a semi-obsession
with optical objects; this story is called 'Prismatica
and the firstpart of DHALGREN is called 'Prism,
M rror, Lens.' Ah, but what does 1t symbolise? the
psychoanalyst In me asks, R

"The Man Who Could Provide Uslith Elephants' by
John Brunner is an enjoyable, if undaring, story set
in the last war. The other novelet 'Brother! by
Cltfford D. Simak 1sn't really worth the trouble.
' (David Strahan)
2222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222

ISAAC ASIMOV'S SF MAGAZINE: Fall 1977

['ve come to think that the editorial policy of
this magazine, such as 1t 1s, 1s directed towards those
intending readers who've sampled one or two titles In
the 8simov Library, are attracted by the name and are
quite Interested n SF but don't know whether they'Tl
really Tlke 1t; and the Asimovian gaiding hand is there
to present them with SF that soothes, that doesn't
jump out at them with startling 1deas, and that takes
them from polnt A to point B with the least possible
disturbance. And just in case that distance is too
long for endurance, there are 1ittle limericks scatter-
ed through the issue; a Ferdinand Feghoot, a puzzle by
liartin Gardner. SF can be fun, they seem to say!

The lead story, ilinister West by Wil11am Cochrane, §

s a case in point. This !s a gadget story par excellence,
the automated alrport featured having qaite a good deal
more 1ife that the hero of the title and, wheras his des-
cent Into 1112gality might have made a stronger story,
1t's 1ightly sketched over and the maln emphasis glven

to the ensking chase; though a chase without suspense, .&¥
as we know the hero will win through, and 1t's not giving
anything away to reveal that he does.

The Good Doctor actually has the presumption to in-
¢lude one of kis own stories, GOOD TASTE, which was pre=
viousTy printed Tn a Tinited ed'tion (the collectors must
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be gnashing their teethl): A MANY SPLENDOURED THING by
Linda [saacs would have keen better sulted to the pagesof
Ellery Queen's Hystery llagazine; Dean Mclaughlin with OillT
FLOVWERE has a story malnly distinguished by Yts' shortness
and Jack C. Haldeman, Sherwood Springer, and Stephen Gold-
Ing must stand condemned as gullty of providing stories
where the punch Tine ts more Important than the development
of the characters and the plot; but then SF 1s meant to be
fune.elsn't 17

As might be expected, Poul Anderson, with JOELLE, makes
the supreme Impact with a story that should have been the.
main feature instead of bcing tucked away at the back; IN
DARKNESS WAITING by Stephen Lelgh helps to bring the issue
up to a comfortable standard, together with A. Bertram
Chandler who contributes an unusually savage morality tal
tale,

There!s a review column which alms to 1ist the maximunm
amount of books In the minimum amount of space, and a Con
Calender. The sclence fact is 8 polemic entitled IS
PHYSICS FINISHED? by Milton A. Rothman, and written to
prove that in fact, 1t tsn't; and all packed tnto 192
pages, as the cover promises; nothing really to argue
about, which might be 1ts' only failing!

(Roger Yaddington)
R L A T A T TR L
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FANTASY & SF Nov, 1977

SERIAL (Part 1 of 2):
JGLFHEAD.... Gharles L. Harness.

NOVELLETTE:
FROf DOWNTOWN AT THE BUZZER.... George alec Effinger.

SHORT STORIES:

0N ACCOANT OF DARKNESSe... Barry M. Malzberg & Bi1]
Pronzinla

THE [SLAND.... ET1zabeth A. Lynn.

SPIDER LOVE.... L. Sprague de Camp.
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(CompiTed by Roger Waddington)
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FALLIBLE FREEWAN....

& long time ago since | jotted something down for
MAT 14 - but | won't go into the CECTOR hassle =~ suffice
to say although you might only have seen the last FF a
short whlle ago, for me there's been a Tong gap,

01d falthfuls still appear - such as the highly recommend=
ed DELAP F & SF REVIEY (1monthly, $1.50 each) - 11863
West Jefferson Blvd, Culver City, Califcrnia 90230,USA:

and FORTHCOMING SF BOOKS (bl-monthly, 75¢: Joanne Burger,
55 Glue Bonnet Ct, Lake Jackson, Texas 77566, USA, Brita
Ysh cheque for 45p would be accepatable.

Haven't sesn a LOCUS lately, but that's parobably my
fault, 1t's 6 weekly (or thereabouts), 404 froa Charlie
Brown, 24 Ridgewood Ln, Oakland, CAQ4611, USA,

The most regular and frequent of the British zines s
ERG, 6 issues for £1 from Terry Jecves, 230 Bannerdale
Rd, Sheffield S11 OFE.

DELAP's contalns a lot of longish book reviews plus articles
FORTHCOMING is, | hope, self-explanatory, LOCUS ts the
American newszine and ERG generally has an article or

two, some short reviews and letters,

Now, taken at random:
SCOTTISHE 74 - Nov., 77: Ethel ilurray, Courage House, 6
Langley Ave, Surbiton, Surrey

KT6 6QL. Sis monthly. Shoet reviews of books (average &

or 5 lbnes, 52 bosks), followed by some interesting letters
then, Ethel gives excellent potted reviews (1tke this, only
far better) of nearly 50 fanzines. Last, but by no means
least, are the 3 pages of "Hatterings".

GRAPO 31 & Oct 77: Grzham Poole, 23 Russet Rd, Cheltenham
GL51 7LN. A one sheet (one shot?)
announcement of what Graham ¢id in the USA and his plans
to publish a trip report {not on his own - he asks for
helo from others who made the SunCon trip). Yorthwhile
effort and | look forward to seetng CEOTFK {(50p pre-pub-

“1ication price). Profits to TAFF (can't help feeling this

is the kind of effort that's supposed to be made by the TAFF
winnerss..)

Graham also publishes CYCLOTROH (15p) wherein he tries to
help budding writers - tips, merket reports etc.

HATTOMAL F.NTASY FAN <V37 No 3: Joanne Burger (2ddress
above). Free to members of



the NFFF. Even more Ynward looking, in many ways, than
4TRIX. 1t's generally good, though | can't get worked
up over the people running for officel

[NTERPLANETARY NE':S Vol 14 No 1 ~ an ISTR/ publicaticn,
15 Nealden St, Stock-
well, London $W9 (@X. Sub-titled *ritain's Space "...
Honthly"(sic) this magazine costs 50p. It contains some
articles on rocketry, newspaper cuttings on the same,
and a lot of UFC/Bermsda triangle quff. Amuses me
that it contains so mush advertising where the prices
are in dollars. Just to convince me | hate 1t there's
fictionssss | you're a UFQ freak try it, otheruise
spend your money on something elsecse.

DAISN.IDS « Sep 77: Don Uest, 43 Norman St, Bingley,

Yorks BD16 4JT. No mention of
money or pericdicity. Two sides of foolscap covered
with D. West's meanderings. Can't help feeling I've
'done! this zine before - 1t has an identical taste
to its predeces ors. If you think it's funny, OK -
otherulse the kindest thing one can say is that 1t's
drivel, and occasionally maliclous drivel.

a4

CHANDELIERS & C.NDEL:ABRAS 2 Aug.&&: Righard licllahon,
287 South Lane, New
tialden, Swrrey. No price, trregular, A perscnalzine
with letters. Apart from fénding it difficult in
places to distinguish where a letter leaves off and
Richard restarts | found it interesting. Can't help
feeling, however, that in several places Richard
prints someone's statement and then demolishes another
point instead. ifaybe | should read it with more con-
centration,
CHECKPOINT 83 & 8% - ug 77: Peter Roberts, 38 Oakland
Dr, Dawlish, Devon. 5 for
50p. A newszine is only useful 1f it's regular and full
of news. Cheakpoint has some news, but where's No 857
Peter's back from his TAFF trip - | saw hin at Novacon -
but is strangely silent. No doubt he'll make me eat my
words by revealing that he's working on the TAFF trip
report to end all TAFF trip reports...

AMOR 21 - Aug 77: Susan Wood, Bept of English, Univ.of

British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada
V6T 145. Subtitled 'an infrequent letter substitute'ass
As well as what Susan's been doing this issue has the
words of a fannish musical - "apa Queue!) A point of
view removed from both the British and the main Amer-
fcan scene.

TWLL DDU 8 & § - Sep 77: Dave Langford, 22 Northumberland

Ave, Reading, RG2 7PU, fo price
no frequency stated (to nit-pick (and Dave will,you can
be sure) several frequencles are mentioned - but none
that give any glimmer of how soon another THLL DDU will
appear]. Dave has a style of his own - but to confuse
everyone | think he tries to be different in each issue.
I£ that doesn't make sense then you'll realise how THLL
DDU strikes me (usually rolled up and wiclded by Dave
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Langford...) He says | should reconmend tt...l do....

GET FOKT 1 = NOV 77: Bob Shaw, Top Flat Left, 11 Barring-

ton Dr, Kelvinbridge, Glasgow Gk,
25p plus 8AE. lo frequency. The Friends of Kilgore Trout
are the Glasgow SF group and they've put together a good
genzine. After Bob's short editortal and a cartoon (by ¢
Stan Firth) Cordon Johnson tells how lihrarians spend
our money buying bocks. Bob Shaw then takes over again
with 2 long and interesting tale of his trip to see the
last Apollo launched. Jimmy Robertson has a 1ight piece
on "unfamy" and then, once again, Bob Shaw re-appears,
this time to review a model of the hie1838 'Komet's I'11
pass over the quiz which revealed my woeful ignirance to
San fickay's piece on why malcontents happen. A piece of
poztry leaves me cold but | found Sandy Brown's tongue~
in chesk descripticn of finding FOKT amusing. a good
issue, for a first issue very good.

Eric Bentcliffe, 17 Riverside Cres.
Holmes Chapei, Cheshire, Cik 7NR.
Quarterly, 50p per copy. Eric says words of wisdom about
fanzines, then goes on to fans, then returns to TRIODE
history and nastz2lgia. ilal Ashworth's "We honked Tike
Seals"(a reprint??) recalls his problem of book storage.
Eric, next, tries to make sense out of a questionnaire he
distributed at Eartercon on fan humcur; he doesn't, perhaps
nake sense - but it & is interesting. Eric Mayer tells

how he didn't make music and Eric Needham gives us a shaggy
goldfish story. Some film news and then letterss..
strangely loaded with Americans (which may say something
about TRICDE or about British fandomj. Last item is Terry
Je-ves (who aroduces TRIUDE on his trusty dupper) who

gives us the Towdown on his recent Eurcpean tour. Re-
commended very highly.

TRIZDE 25 ~ Sep 77:

ANDROHMEDA: TIT Science Fiction Club, H-1113 Budpest,

Bocskay ut 37, Hungary. #11 in Hungarian, so
I'1] pass up any comnents. The editor would Tike copies
of Eritish fanzines - so any fanzine editor rszading this,
how about putting this on your list. A supplement (1n
EngTish) comeg with ANDROIEDS and | found this both int-
eresting and entertaininge.

TARDIS 6 = Aug 77: Gordon Blow, 41 liountfield Rd, East
Ham, London E G 15p. Luarterly(=) This
is the Dr. Yho fanzine. Reproduction is not, in places,
good, and some of the articles tend to be esoteric (His-
tory & Purpose of UNIT) and very much 'tn-group' (Report
on the Longleat Exhibition) but generally welcomed by
Dr Yho followers.
YANDRD 840 - July 77: UK agent Alan Dodd¢, 77 Stenslead
Rd, Hoddesdon, Herts. lrregular.
45p each, 5 for £%.85, 10 for £2,90. nfter the Coulson
Columns the main items are book reviews, lettera, and a
humorous take-off by Duane Stewart. dell worth the money.

THE PANELOLOGIST 8 Sep/Cct 77: George Barnett, 3 Coleford

Bridge Rd, fiytchett, Surrey
GU16 8DH. Frequency Mas often as pos:ible", 25p per issue.
Basically a comic newszine it also has articles



(on comtcart) Tetters and stripse The layout 1s far
more Ymaglnative than the usual SF - zineses and the
art work 1s generally hetter. [f you're into comlx
this 1s definttely recommended,

CIDEREAL TIMES 2 - Sep 77: Allen J Boyd-Newton, 42
Church La, Bicknoller, Vla
Taunton, Somerset. Quarterly (2) 13p. A mock interview
serves th Introduce Allen to his readers 1n a pleasant
1f unsexceptional way. The next few pages are taken up
with ook reviews - agaln pleasant but unexceptional
ts the phrase that comes to minde.. Ketth Seddon then
takes over with an attack an today's standards of
11teracy - 1ts not the first time this has been done,
nor, !Tm sure, w11l 1t be the Tast - tt's still valid,
however! John Lang, In an article "ihy SF?" fi1ls a
page... as a prelude to a controversy 1t might be OK =
but ['d bet there will be no response worth talking of.
Three pages of letters bring us to two other short
artlcles on Nastalgia and Women tn SF. News and Natter
of the Somerset group and an afterword by the ed. bring
this tc oto a close. Improving though, for my taste
tco few too short articles, J
TABEBUTAN 33 July 77: UK agent ATan Dodd, address
above. lrreg (near enough quart
erly 1t seems). 12 Yssues for £3. A necullar size, a
peculiar fanzine, | 11ke 1, but 1t seems the kind of
fnz that you either 11ke or hate. This issue goes on
about the Florida Keys Con Dave & Mardee were running
(have run), Conan, book reviews and a couple of letters,
Not much? For 254 1t's worth t...

META 1 «~ Autumn 77: Brum SF Group, 33 Scott Rd, Olton

Solthull, Yarwickshire 592 7LQ.
Irrege No price. Three editores have their say, Rog
Pegton gives a 1itike background material and then an
interview with Chris Priest - informative and enter-
taining - takes 4 pages. A half-page filler - a rehash
of a New Scientlist article on Iszac Asimov Teads to 4
pages on music by Hawkwind 11ve and on record. A 1p,
round-up of SF bockshops (would have helped to indice
ate which sold by mall-order), then 7 pages of book
reviews by the editors, Another flrst issues that
shows promis but really needs more contributorseses
ehows the Brum group are back an the zine-scene,
anyway.,

SKYCON PR1 &PR2: Skycon. if you don't already know,

s next year's Easter SF Convention,
Supporting membership (£2) should be sent to SkyCon,
5, Acton Close, Pangbourne, Berks. RG8 7LG. Fot this
you will recetve all the published matertal and 1t will,
naturally, be deducted from the cost of atrendance 1f -
you goe

ZEALOT 1 - Aug 77: Forlaget Bactrlanus, Sollivein 37,

N 1370 Asker, Norway. lrreg,
Price..otry the equivalent of a kroner? A Norwegian fnz,
as can be sesn from the address = but in Englishe My
maln moan 1s the format - A% stapled in the centre, so
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that the pages are long and skinnyee» until the centre
wherein 3 sheets are printed right across, so to read
them you have to unstaple theme.. With that provisp
here we have a second issue (the first having been
Tabelled 0) ccmmencing with some fictlon by Andy
Darlington (fa'r) something («) by Gurnar lversen,
There are, perhaps | should szy, edit -rial interjects
fons throughout these pleces and the r.st, which are;
The Ballad of 8111y Cop, book and fanzine reviews, an
article on Norwegian fandom [Tongest and most interest-
Ing plece in the fnz). Very last 1tem is a very nice
strip cartoon. | honestly don't know whether | can
reconmend this fnz - but would urge British fnz eds

to send a copy of thelr faz and suggest those fans who t
try not to be insular should try to get hold of this
Norwegian fnze

1973 CALENDAR Mot 2 fnz but something for you to hang
on the wall and admire. Four Y1lustrations by Dave
Roweo Proflt (1f any) is going to a charttable cause
and your copy can be got for 50p: write to Dave Lang-
ford (address above)s

fly deadline's past - a few fanzines have arrived
over the last few days -~ but they'1T have to go In
the next columNessses Merry Christmas.
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Wle ¢1imb through the atmosphere,
Layered with noctambulent clouds
That waltz above the vast necropolls below,

As the oplate takes effect
We think 1n slurred images
Of the nebulous delusions and vague ideals
Peddled, continuously, by the politiclans.

Until it was too late
And the mushrooms grew.

lle are snatched by tentatlve mental goadbyes
4s our metal redeemer carrles us skyward
Yowards something more,

Or something lessese

Slumber encroaches
4nd we find no congrutty in our thoughts
Ve slecpPecoe
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SILMARILLION has now sold more than one and a half
ni1lion copies, more than any other hardback 1n hist-
ory except fpr the Bible, £at your heart out, Auberon
Waugh! Paperback version won't be due out until round
about 1582.
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CHARLES BRENCHLEY; 70 East Aves Oxe
ford 0X% 1XP,

First, sack the Gods of Chance, for
breaking the Laws of Probabl1tty! Also -
please - 1f you open Inverted commas or
brackets, do remember to close them,

And ToTkYen Ys spelt 1tke that (1EN) not
~etn, Don't try to slead !'Typo', elther -
you d1d 1t at Teast three tlmes.

((One of besetting sins is getting
JRRT's name consistently wrong. | can't
wriggle out of this one. Dyslexla Tures
K0.))

Sorry to go on, bat this just happens to be one
of my buttons - 1lke 'Whitehouse', 'toursists'
and Tpolitics',

By the way, | don't approve of starting your ed-
Ytorship with an 'Aploogia’ ~ walt till people

start complaining before proffering your excuses -
getting In beforehand smacks of feelings of insecur=
ity, uncertainty, etc.

As regards the BSFA awards 1t should be voted
for (from a shortlist) by the members, with a mintmum
requirement of, say, 50% of the voting sTips to be
returned, or else ™o award, due to lack of interest.”

I don't quite underestand what J.S. Calrns 1s
offering - could thls be due to the typoes? A clar-
Yfication would be welcome.

Somebody aught to tell Andy Darlington that the

a

phrace "l am alone" Ys getting to be a 11ttle bit of a cliche
In 20th century, and particularly amateur, poetry, | reallse
it may be difficult to express a state of personal solitude
In a more original way, but I'm afrald | found the whole work
somewhat trite and failing "to disguise Vts banality' - as
indeed ! did the rest of the poetry in this issue.

| don't want to appear totally negative in this, my
naiden loc - so may | say | enjoyed "Gongo" even tho' [
haven't yet read Thongor & Co,? Oh, good. [ enjoyed "Gongo",
even tho'...

The Nicholls interview made Interesting reading (didn't
know the fellow was Antipodean), though | rather resent his
statement that "there's something Infinitely depressing
about reading SF all the time." He obvlously doesn't read
the right sort. ((But he's not pald to read the 'right sort!,
whatever that s, He obviously has 1o keep abreast of the
entire field, that must lead to reading some godawfull stuff
at times.)) A1l the same, some blg nob should write the man



a note of appreclation for Tooking after the BSFa
1ibrary before he gets cheesed off with 1t and does
something we might make him regret.

hnother thing - would it be possible to extract
relevang blts from these intervieus and print them
wh1le they are st111 relevant? If 1'd known aboyt
the September f1in season before October (which |
swear | didn't), !'d have moved to London for a
monthe 'A BOY AND HIS DOG' - how could | miss
147 ((If anything relevant appears on the files
I'11 certainly comb 1t over in searsh of neus
{tems which would be outdated before it appears.))

"Oh Mother..." sounds well worth seelng.
T ere's too 11ttle SF drama around at the moment
probably due at least in part to poor box-offlee r :
response; for example, a brillfant plece entitled
'By The Shores of the Sea of Dreams' by 2 then-
amateur who for reasons of modesty must remain an-
nemed, went almost unnoticed by the thowsands who
attended this years 87. Andrews Arts Festival.

To continue ~ please~ does anyone know the
edltortal address of 'Cosmos'? Oxford bookshops/
newsagents don't seem to have heard of it.

Now, 1f | mag, | should like to devote my-
self to Mr. D.M. Wilson, who came perilously close
to pressing my "Whitehouse! button with his
'0pinion's If he doesn't 11ke those areas of SF
whizh Harlan E11ison refuses to designate as
"New Wave', well, okay, *hat's his privilege. He's
missing a hell of a lot of brilliant and beautiful
work, but I'm not gelng to argue. However, | feel
| must comment on his third paragraph, in which he
appears to be complaining about the use of such
words as fuck, cunt, and shit 1n SF, Does fir,
%i1son honestly believe that anybody buys and
reads SF for the sate of these words, rather than the
rest of the story? If anyone does, then | agree
that there are other works that would satlsfy them
more; but the fact that these words are used in
tpornographic! works and frowned upon by Ms. White-
house and her cronies (oh Ghu, sonsone has pressed
my button!) docs not and must never preclude any
other writer from using them as and when he sees fit.
It is his perogative, Mr. Wilson, to tell his story
however he finds 1t good so to do, and if this inc-
Tudes the use of 'offensive! language, then | accept
and welcome 1t, and | don't think you or anyone
else has the right to say "Nay'. You can always
close the book and turn to Perry Rhodan insteads

| personally appreciate the 'Newshounds' col-
ums, since the BSFA 1s my only contact with What
I's Golng On In The Real World, as opposed to the
fiction they fi11 the papers and TV with - and an
old hat 1s a lot better than no hat at all.

W11 people pleas shut up about politics? There
=26

s nothing more boring, from whichever aspect you care to
View 1to

TOl JONES: 39, Rip>lesmere, Bracknell, Berks,

Cover: A go-d one from Dave Lewls but the carlcaturesses
sacred bluel fiy ears do not turn out Ttke that, and 'm
thinner, damn 1t. And | know Dave ¥lngrove is larger than
11fe but that's ridiculuos} But he's managed to eatch you
to a tee.

['n pleased to see you're keeping to my standard of
typoes, but where are all the spelling mistakes? You're
letting the stde down. ((¥ell Charles Brenchley (1ast Tetter)
picked up on a goegeous one...and |'ve just noticed a typo
in the last paragraph which 111 keep in, just for you, Ton.))

The interview with Pete Nicholls by Trev Briggs s
excellent, well conducted by Trev and candidly answered by
Pete. There's one area where | must take Pete to task. Cert-
aln members of the comnittee were worried about the security
of the 11brary tn a Polytechnic and used a resolution at the
AGH to discuss this. | would have thought Pete would have
been pleased we cared enough about the 1ibrary to want to
be assured it was safe. Ves, we don't thenk the librarian
or Vector editor but we don't thank anyone because we all
know we're working hard, not just the Tibrarian & Vector
editor. As for the tape Tibrary Pete is wrong, 1t's not a
BSFA service but a private facility Gerald Bishop kindly
lets BSFA members use, for a price of course. ffaybe we'd
cease to worry about the 1ibrary and be more grateful if
Pete produce an occasional report (I'm sure Andy would print
it 1n WATRIX, ) 1'd certainly Tike to know that the library
1s being well used and ts "our most popular service's

fly general feelings on the Foundation ts that 1t 1s on
the whole an excellant institution doing a good job. But, as
Pete says, 1ts' job Ys largely an academic one whilst we, the
BSFA, deal with the general readers, wrlters, publishers,
etce So on the whole there are few areas of contact but we
i1l always be willing to constder working with the Found-
atlon on specific projects of mutual interests

The tetters: | think Steve Cowperthualte sums up what
are my feclings on SF in school after considering all the
arquments, that is, SF should not be taught but should be
readily available along with other genres.

The British are terribly Insular, especially within
Literature (1n some ways due to our dislike of learning a
foreign language - | an a major culprit) and we should in-
form our members of SF in other countries; perhaps some of
our overseas members could come through with reports for
MATRIX? ((Well, you heard him - | shall expect some info
from overseas for the next SATRIX!.....please?))

In discussing after~the-catasrophe films/TV may |
recommend THE DEATH OF GRASS from the John Christopher
novel. This was recently on TV and | was surprised at how
good and reallstic this film was. It did not palnt a pleas=
ant picture but | fear 1t was a truthful one. And the film
made SURVIVORS Took 1ike Andy Pandy. I'm surprised this



excellent f11n has not had the acclalm (and fre-
quent showing at conventions and film festivals)
1t deservews

Dave Cobbledick and | would now appear to
agree 'n general on TVSF. | shall remaln highly
critical of most TVSF (as [ am of most film SF)
but n a constructlve way, [ hope. But another
Tetter makes a valid point that maybe things 1tke
BPACE 1999 are meant for klds and | shouldn't
judge 1t harshly by adult standards. Up to a
potnt | can go along with this though | think we
nust apply good critical standards to juvenile
SF (Ttterature/TV/f11m)s ((R1ght,)) And on an
emotlonal Tevel, which is where 1t always rests,
I'n Just not entertained by most TVSF so I'11
shout egainst 1t and | suppose those who are en-
tertalned will shout for 1t = c'eat 1a vie.

Summary: In a nutshell; nice one, Andy. A nlcely
balanced 1ssue (better than 13 | thought). Keep 1t
up and come your third issue no one will remember
me [you sod!) .

T.W. FRANCIS: 32 Studley Rise, Trowbridge, W1lts
BA1E U

| found my first Matrix quite an experlence.
| 11ked the Interview with Peter Nichols conducted
by Trevor Briggs fer 1t brought back memories of
ny schools days. ((lpubTicly ap2logise and will
try to ensure that 1t won't happen again)) You see
whenever | had the opportunity to open a book of my
own choosing, Invariably it was a history of VWorld
Wlap 1o | had this thing about War back then. !
think | Tooked upon 1t as something glamorous (too
many John Wayne War films in childhood you say),
yet the more ! read about War, the more [ came to
realise just what an abhorrent thing War ts. During
a 11brary perlod | cracked the pages of an H.G. Yells
book = a codlection of his novels. The first taste
of written SF | ever had was THE TINE MACHINE.

it the time (Is that a pun? No? Ah Welll) |
found 1t unreadable. Hal | bet you thought | was
golng to say 1t was the best thing | ever reads
No, [ just couldn't finish 1t. Not surprising,
really. In those far off, youthfull days, when |
was fi1led with vibrant energy, | found 1t diff-
icult to finish books of any kind. However the
mere fact that | was gl ven a choice of what |
could read was something [ feel very grateful
for.

Which brings me to about a decade ago. One
fine day | purchased, as was my wont, a Dracula
comic, on the back of which was a NEL advert for
several SF books. How Tucky | was, when upon an-
swering the ad | recelved the cream of the Gods
wfth my first swig. Yes, the first SF books |
ever read fully were - walt for 1t - STRANGER [N
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A STRANGE LAND, DUNE, OCTOBER COUNTRY, and Van Vogt's QUEST
FOR THE FUTURE.

Ambrosta fndeed to my parched 1ips. | followed thls up
with the 'FOUNDATION' tr1logy. Lucky Indeed to have come ¢cposg
such treasures right from the start,

From that momentous beginning through a subscription to
1Galaxy®, up to today when | try to keep up with most of the
other SF mags as well, ['ve never looked back. That's why l:
can agree who]e-hearted]y with Dan Farr when he says 'Cosmos’
Is a good magazine. "Yea brother, we're stepping into Eden.”

Another good thing 1n MATRIX 14 was the sectfon on BSFA
Hewshounds, though some of the Ttems are a blt dated others
proved of interest. The Tetters section, alwags an intriguing
area, even those published in 'Analog', more so in such an
intinate zine as MATRIX. | wonder §f I'11 ever have my comments
published thereln. ((You have, Welcome to the BSFA!))

DAVE LEWIS: ! Aldls Ave, Stowrarket, Suffolke

Jackson's Islande Does this mean Rob Jackson has extended
hts sphere of influence from east to west coast or has he
signed for Tranmere Rovers after his success in Athletico .t
Gannet? ((Vot a bad try, Dave, glad someone had a bash, but
you missed the mark...though come to think of ft, Rovers are
doing well this $easNees))

Sorry to hear about Chris Fowler, hope he finds inner peace
and physical health real soon. Although | did not altogether
1ike his brand of heavy VECTOR preferring the mix 1ightened
with a few feature articles.

Editer!s fordwards.e.to the f1r1ng squad presumably? A
pleasant bit of trivia. Fannish even! Light, trite & satisfy-
Ing, Wingrove please note, We wanna Tighter Vectoe Hector!

UTtra big nose P.ll. tells all & sundry why a one man band
can't keep !t up for longe Carry on groaning Pete you may make
the top 20 yet.

Oh mother you'll never belleve this. Don Farr says nothing
over two whole pagess | know Matrix 1s supposed to be 1ight
entertalnment but Don has gone too Farr. His perusals say no-
thing whatever. No opinton, nothing objective, no reasoning,
no style. He detects style 1n 'Cosmos' with the alr of making
a great discovery but in his joy neglects to say what this
style 1s!

Unfortunately, 'Newshounds' has suffered due to the late
malling. The SILMARILLION has been out for 3 months and even
| have finished reading 1t. A bit different in tone to LOTR
but enjoyable none the Tess. If one ryggedtsit 1s wrltten as a
simulated collection of myths & legends sim11ar to the 01d
Testament 1n formation, Y.e. odd ults and pleces put together
by varfous scholars long after the event. A tragedy of epic
proportions as the Elves battle the old enemy losing all 1n
doing so, a bitter victory when 1t comes, ((1 must adnit to
being somewhat disappointed by SILHARILLION: only in parts
were there any true narrative strengths and a Tot of 1t was,



=z, lacking in any real visualization of his
r1d, iaybe 1t's a book to be dipped Intc, ra-
fier than read all the way throughs As a 'sinm-
ated collection of myths and legends' 1t un-
doubtedly works but 1t Tacks much of the tnven-
ticn wich marks LOTR, | prefer !genuine! myths
15 pretend scolarship -~ bt | expect everyone
w111 have their oun opinions))e

1990 has come and gone; a chilly reminder of
the way we eould be going & handled very well except ¥
for the copout ending. Bureaucrats rule OK, but
the radical journallst triumphs in the end by flooding
Britain with super ratlon books & the county's
stock of privilaged goodies is exhausted In a two day
tinge by the rebelltous populace. Ah well, the rest
of 1t was authentically downbeat in tone with our
hero harrassed at every step.

The Lox drone on predictably & on about the latest
{ssue: SF in schools, and TVSF.

To me all politiclans belong to the same class &

are totally divorced & unaware of the problems eonfront-
ing ordinary folks, we would be better off if a Tatter

day Guy Fawkes succeeded in blowing their fat arses
sky highs

Freeman 's as concise as ever but covers the same
ole ground. Yot abhat the offar Fanzines then?

Less art than usual. But a promising ish in the
tradition of the Jones boy. Carry on editing.

SO R. GREEN:
Avon, Wilts,

37 St. Laurence Rd., Bradford on

Congratalations on your first fiatrix; you struck
just the right balance, thouoh a Tittle Tonger Tetters
column would be appreciated.

Regarding the 2000AD reviews, | have to say I'n
very much in agreement with you over the inherent
brutallty In the comlcs. |'ve seen the '78 annual for
this comlc and gave 1t a look over, | adnit to being
thoroughly reselled. Lets take it strip by strig, as
the reviewers did. Dan Dare first, of course. fg Jim
Barker sald, my first introducti:n to SF was through
comics, with Captain Condor originally, (some of the
early strips circa 63 being fully the equal of Han
Dare under Hampson,) and that snotty-nosed Tittle
Cadet 1n 'Ranger!, plus, of course, the magnificent
IF211 of the Yrigan Empire' serics in the same comice

Sut 20004D... first off, the Dan Dare strip 1s a
rin-off disaster. Cutesy moralising added to turgld
ar1ting. The artwork 1s adequate but to my mind un-
tnspired.

VASI0H 1s perhaps the worst strip of all. The
artwork 1s atroctous, the uriting not much better.

4nd the violence 1s graphically stomach-turniingand total-
ly gratuitous. #1th people Tike Bill Savage fighting to free
Britaln, | think we'd be better off with the Volgs.

FLESH was a non-starter and @iCH 1 a rip-off. A quick
word about the violenge in this last strip. At the end of one
enlsode Hach 1 kills off the bad guys by turning a rocket
on then and lettlng 1ts' jets fry them slowly to death, and
all this with a merry quin on his Tips. A few more adventures
Tike that and they'll have to start giving away a free brown
paper bag with each issues

HnRLEIYS HEROES is a 'Rollerball! rip-off that glorif-
ies the violence the film deplored. JUDGE DREDD wasa't too v
bad. The artuork wasessunusuale (That's my way of sayling
that whilst there was nothing actually wrong with 1t, 1t was
a b1t too stylistically welrd to suit my taste.) Jin Barker
was right in saying that basically it doesn't take 1tself
too sertously, but even tts' campy approach allows for the
maximum of violence in the minimum of spaces

The rest of the annual was filled with short stories
along the EERIE/CREEPY style, with the art ranging from
very good to abysmally poor. One story actually had an ending
hased around the Ydea that "There are Things ue are not meant

to knowl® This , 1n a science fictlon comic? Come on!

Overall, | found 20004D to be a rather nasty experience.
| realise the annual is not necessarily representative of the
conic, but it is supposed to stand as a kind of sampler,
and | therefore feel justified in saying that 2000AD Tooks
all set to do for comlcs what Lost 1n Space and 1899 did
for television. Namely. put people off SF for Tlife.

({1 nust remaln ambivalent, at least, about this comice
Yhereas | have no wish to censor or act as a Yhitehouse-

type tGuardian of florals! i do dislike the prevailing tone

of 200040, which seems to say nothing more than Violence

ts fun'. Uhether this is actually corrupting, or whether

the Tess overt (but more insidious?) influence of the
comics you and | grew up on is just as bad, | don't really
knows | well remember the harsh criticism of the comics

used to read, on pretty much the same grounds. And of course
it's had nc effect on me, and if you say 1t has I'11 kick
your teeth fnl))

In the lettercol, | think Kelth Waruick was a 1ittle
hard on VORTEX, which was potentially quite a ge:d magazines
He quite rightly pointed cut the major faults; mediocre
fictlon and art that ranged from the excellent Cawthorn to
some bloody awful hackuark, lihen Vortex first appeared
| was quite enthuslastic; unlike Keith, | approved of the
glossy format ( a damn sight more long-lasting than pulp
paper) and some of the fiction seemed very good, Unfortunat-
1y the floorcock cerial didn't Tive up to 1ts! promise and
the Christchild segments were OK on first reading, but don't
stand up to re-reading. The supporting fiction varied wide=
1y fron 1ssue to issue, but never touched any real heights.
Gne najor problem seemed to be that Vortex was trying to
create a mystique about Ytself on the same order as lioor=
cock!s New florlds at 1ts' pyrotechnical height. Unfortunatly
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this takes a Tong time to bulld up and must be done
with great ski11 and tacts ['ve no doubt there 1s a
market for the kind of fiction Mr. Seddon seemed to
favour, but 1t doesn't appear to have keen a mass
market, With a new magazine 1ike Vortex, you need

large sales as soon as possible, and the editorial pol-
fcy at times seemed dedicated to the exact oppos!ite.

A noble, but fore~doomed wxperiment.

ANDY PRATT, 6 Victorta Park Rd, Exeter, Devon EX2 4NT

['n new to the BSFA, jolning In the thick of the
education debates Since I'm on my second-year Eng-
Ttsh L1t. course (10" level) 17d thought 1'd better
teTl you about my Mode Threes..

[t!'s not a Paristan Fashion, simply a snazzy tltle
for a new, more flexible type of '0' Level, one that's
designed to let us poor sods taking the exam have some
cholce over the books we study (Paper 1 on a Shakes-
peare play 1s stil] compulsory), The basic 1dea 1s that
our course teacher lets us choose a certaln Titerary cat-
egory - SF, War, Horror, etc. - from whfch he appoints a
book to act as the course basis; and at the end of the
year he sets and marks an exam, although to complicate
things more, there probably won't even be a convention=
al Paper 2 exam - our marks may simply be determined on
our years's study. To add security, an '0' Level exam-
1ner will of course come down to the school to chesk
some rardom exam papers.

[t's a very great improvement. If you happen to
think - as most of my form does - that Thomas Hardy
should have been castrated at birth, and Jane Austen
exported, you can spend your time enjoyably studying
SF, I've heard ~ and read = in the Matrix cols. all
arquments about how kids should be made to read the
classicse Not only are people who say that wrong, but
also those who advocate complete freedom of choice. |
belleve in the compromise declsion taken by my teacher.
We are given 10 books to read over the school year, all
widely recognised modern classics.(SF 1s represented by
THE SILVER LOCUSTS and perhaps LORD OF THE FLIES.) This
way we find the category we enjsy most and do an Lot
Level in 1t. Sounds simple!l But 1t fsn'te..

However the compromise system our master s using
1s, | think, the right one:

1) 1t allows teenagers to find out what books they -
can enjoy. | know most of my classmates prefer staring at
the breasts on Charlies Angels to reading, but ['ve seen
some come back after reading Solzhenitsyn's OHE DAY IN
THE LIFE OF [VAN DENISOVITCH and similar books asking for
nore. Surely it's better to get a reaction like this,
than to bore everyone stiff with "Kim',

2) It allows teaching flexibility. Our teacher can -
and has - devote an odd lesson to SF and glve the same
service to other types of 1iterature.

3) And who's to say these more modern books are in
any way iInferlor to established books.
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((This sounds 1ntersting. [&ve heard a Tot about
Mode 3 and 1t seems you can get to some good books on
this courses In my own conventlonal '0' Level course,
about 10 years ago, so things will no doubt have changed,
we had only the briefest, 1f any Took at genres and mod=
ern 11terature. | read a Tot of stuff ['m grateful for
having read, but !'m sure I'd have got just as much if
not more out of 1t 1f we'd had a wider views | think
peoole at school can well have a wider range of reading
Interests than they're often given credit for, and
while ¥ithink a knowledge of the !Classics' is rewardw
Ing, very few people are really golng to get anything
out of cramming as much as possible of the history of
English Literature. ['m only just getting round to read-
ing Jane Austen, who | quite enjoy now but who | never
vanted to read at all when | was dolng "0'Levels Far
better to read something yau're really golng to get
something out of, | think.))

| don't know how any BSFA member could praise TVSF,
It 1s diabollcal.

The American imports are sheer money-spinners and 1t
normally shous - yes, even STAR TREKis feeble. Producers
just haven't woken up to the fact that the public doesn't
want monster~f11led Space Operas

lle have a similar predicament here tn Britaln. After
a promlsing start, SURVIVORS deteriorated into CROSSROADS
while 1990 made Yts' mundane Yntentions clear from the
start. What a waste of timel Yhat a comparison to ALT?
ERNATIVE 3! Admittedly not pure SF, but a stepping stone..
surely there nust be something the BSFA can do? ((WeTT
Dave Cobbledick has a sceme 1n minds.echeck out his Tetter
Tater on.))

Finally, whatever hapsened to 2001, that superb movie?
| can't recall 1t ever being shown at any local clnema for
at least 3 years, and |'ve heard that 1t's been shown t.ic
twice on Amerlcan TV, Surely this classic can't be rotting
n some Tibrary? ((! suspect 1t's on the Taunching-pad
together with a lot of other classic SF movies to see
1f the receptlon of STAR WARS warrents re-rel.ase.))

PHIL ROSENBLUM, Burton Bank, W111s Grove, M111 HIT1,
London HW7

There 1s a smack of rellgious 1dlocy in D.i. Wilson's
opinion/Tetter. Sclence Fiction 1s not e formalised in-
stitution rigidly following the dogma laid down by the
founding fathers. What puts guts into SF is 1ts' gregar-
lous tnclination to express all aspects of man and his
unlverse in whatever manner 1t chooses,

The day when somebody defines SF in terms of content
or technique s the day SF ceases to exist.

[ do not find fuck, cunt, shit etce 'daring's They
are an Integral part of everyday 11fe. [ prefer 8F to be
about Rggl people, not Victorian lcons.



As to fir. %1Tson's accusatlon that they do
not belong In SF as they can be found elseuhere,
can | Infer that the words ROCKET, PLAMET, SUN,
SPACES, TIME, etce should be removed from main-
strean flction?

Every S author thinks he !s writing the best
kind of SF, otherwise he'd be wrlting something
else. It 1s only understandable that J.. Ballard
dis1ikes Buck Rogers. However, fir, Wilson seems
to have fallen into the trap of disliking all
"ew Wave' SF from just such personal taste. Per-
sonal taste 1s not golng to convince me 'New Wave
SF isn't SF, and that we should read nothing but
Buck Rogers.

Let's not imprison SF in a cage of definltionse.
Let's have freedom, development and fune

DAVE COBBLEDICK, 245, Rosalind ST. Ashington,
Northumberland NE63 9AZ

iy, my, | do let myself In for some stick by
prostrating myself and my vieus in this Tetter c
colunn, but I stick by my guns once | start,
and here cometh my repltes ('ere, don't switch o
off or turn the pagese..'ere, come backe.s)

TVSF: Now that ['ve made all my speechies on
this subject (excepting one or ten comments
for later), 1'd like to ask for volunteerss |
need people to help me with the disemnination
of the census that [ proposed Tast issue.
((Asking people what they disliked or 1iked about
TVSF and what they would Tike to see.)) [f you
are Interested in trying to better TVSF then I'd
Ttke to hear from you, Now for those comments:
| don't want to inflict pressure upon anyone,
Andy. AT1 | want is for the eollected thoughts
of a souple of thousand SFlers be placed where
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they may do some good for TVSF, Advice from those who know the
ropes to those who have the power and mpney to make 1t all
happen on our TV screens. [f they take no notice, then we put
the pressure on; send a couple of heavies round to splt on their
works, etc. etce Special thanks to Roy Jackson: | hope that my
opening paragraph (1ast letter) didn't crap on your opinions,
which | fully support. (1'm one of those STUPID adults who watch
1989,..00'n | Tike 1t. Richard Bancroft, my thanks to you for
thinking of me frothing at the mouth as ! indulged in a savage a
and barbaric attack on my typer whilst thinking of those who were
to read my nis.ive.

H.G. Yells: Oh Andy, you missed my polnt. There was Peter
E11ts, sprouting eff at the mouth at Wells! tncompatabillty.
[t's 11ke | satd, "Books (fictlonal books) are there to enter-
tain". | agree with you that some authors try to prophesy the
future and some have succeeded, but to say that because an
author happens to guess at what will happen, or be fnvented, at
some future date 1s a prophecy come true is just ridiculous.
™17 the jump drive created by Haldeman Yn THE FOREVER HAR be
declared a prophetical happening 1f $1's Invented in a few years
t1me? Of course not. Did Verne sit down and postulate on atomic
powier when he wrote 20,000 LEAGUES UHDER THE SEA? Naw, he
thought up something which mas highly unusual and unavallable
at the time of his writfng. If 1t happens 1n a fictional novel
then 1t 1s pure coincidence or is theorising on what 1s already
around you, ((Dave, 1 think we are talking at cross-purposes
heres.o | agree that no writer sets out to be 'The man who
orophesied TV'or whatever; the gadgetry 1n Wells! stortes 1s
to a very large extent unimportant, but in some of his boaks
(eg MEN LIKE GODS: THE SLEEPER WAKES) he was trying to comment
on his present society (and the way he thought it night de~
velop) by 'tnventing' a future society. You satd books are
meant to entertaln. True. But Orwell, etc. wanted to warn
people of possible future developments and dzcided he would
reach more peosle by using fictlon. Obvicusly you reach and
hopefully Influence people 1f you entertain them. That was
really my point and i agree with you that &F 1s not a
T1terature 1n which the success of a writer can be judged by
how mahy future Ymventlons or developments he scores.))
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Politlcs: tum-tee-tum, what a tiresome subject, the new editor to allow such cracks to be made at the

but; we are a democratic country who do everything expense of the 'old" editor...and Tom swore black and blus

by majority vote. ENTRUE. Ye are a divided natlon. his ears didn't stick out Tlke that(but {'m sure Dave Lewis

We have #intonists, communists, anarchists, fascists, can operate on hon during Novacond )

democrats, Scottish and Welsh Hatlonalists and our

own Ind:vidual selves. e vote a government into Editorial title = a 1iterary reference no doubtess

power by casting votes and 1t can consist of many of but | won't hazard a guess at book title or author - I'm

the above-mentioned but, 1t is we who put them there sure to be wrong and reveal my lgnorance! ( 1 suppose !

and 1t 1s they who dictate policy to us. They determ- already have come to think of 1t!)

ine our standard of 1iving, they determine laws which,

1 put to democratic vote, would be torn down by maj- Yould suggest another competitfon - the winner being

ortty ric, Polltics 1s not how we Tive, andy, but is the person who guesses ndarest to how mush Tom Jones bribed

how we are dictatede My main point, however, was la ve you to continue making Matrix the fanzine where typoes

1t out of Matrix.(The whole gubject of what people © outnumber non-typoed wordst ((io cimmint, er, commug, oh

THOSGHT Heinlein to be, anarchist/faclst, was what forget 1ti)) )

prompted me to step in and try to point out that he

ts A BLOODY GOOD AUTHOR to me and to others who en- Len Varter's foreword. Very funny - only hope yod

joy his work). Thox shalt not hear another word from don't get sued by someone..obetween his writing CH*N*

ne about politiss UNLESS this defamation of author's storles etc!

characters 1s brought up againe...even for those whom

| disllke. Nuff salde (( Hammes.could write pages and Peter Nicholls (now resigned from Foundation, | he-

pages on these eomments but basically yeu are guite Teve) 1s contentious in places but I'11 Teare it to . -

right 1n suggesting that latrix is devoked to SF others to take issue with him. lhen he says the BSFA

pather than politics. | respond strongly to social lgave! its library to the Foundation he does not mean,

attitudes exprossed In books, 1f this ts political, of course, 'transferred ounership! but Tdelivered' .

| plead gulltye But | don't let this blind me to

other qualitles. )) This fatrix, obviously, Is a 'transition' edition -
that s although yon've edited 1t (and typed 1t, etc.)

Hatrix: two pageshave just dropped off the back; tt's from matertal mostly gathered by Ton Jones - and

is that electric stapler what 1t should be? filse job the letters, obviously, refer to previous 1ssues. I'm

kndy, | really 1iked this issve, but for one thing; sure you'll make changes ~ egually sure you'll make as

what's happened to all the letters? [s there a short- good a job as tom has In the past! Good Tuck!l

age of people, sitting out there with nothing to do

when they could be wriling 1o i (sounds 11ke the guy PAUL FRASER: 51 lvanhoe Rd, Aberdeen AB1 7HA

out of James Bond?) It's nice to see that there is

more poetry/rhyme coming into flatrix. | think that 1) What's the point of printing new members tn ifat-

it is one of the best ways of expressing oneself, as rix when you also hand out a membership amendment sheet?

1t requires some deep and heart-searching thinkings ((call 1t some sort of administrative cockup, | think.))

| think !"11 get the quill out and try my hand once

nore at this almost forgotten arts 2) Poetry: why is this not 1n Tangent where it belongs?
['d rather have another decent article, of which in fate

Peter Nicholls: | loved the tnterview and found rix there 1s a noticable lacke

that 1t brought about some interesting facts about

the SFF, Peter, and the BSFA. The SFF 1s a marvel- 3) Enjoyed the interview. He seens to be getting a

ous organization and I've a Tot to thank them for bit pissed off at the BSFA.

(espectally Colin Lester who used to work for them)

as 1t was from there that | got to know about the L) The comix review: you spend one and a half pages

BSFA. Peter, I'm sure that although you've had no on a comlc review. Falr enough, but don't you think that

verbal thatks from anyone for what you have done for the prozines are more of a priority?

us, we all appreclate 1t very nuch and 1f 1t's not t

too Tate 17d 1ike to say THANKS. However, | disagree 5) Round the Clubs: Think this should be a bit

w1th you about 'reading SF becomes depressing when shorter as a page and a half is too much.

one reads 1t all the time'. From a personal viewpoint

(and that's all there 1s) | Tove it; | eat 1t read it, ((1've already answered some of these points in a

drink 1t ((REWIND HE NEVER TO LEND YOU ;Y OF MY personal letterbut: Poetry "helongs' in Hatrix just as

nuch a2 in Tangent. If you don't T1ike 1t, then say so,
but there's no reasen, | think, nct to publish poetry as
a policy deciston. |f | think something is worth print-
ing then I'11 print Tt. [ think the 20004D review was
fncortant as this comic will serve to introcuce SF 1o
many thausands of potential readers. )

BOOKS!!)) dream 1t, but | never spew 1t ups...great
stuff it ts.

KEITH FRECHAN: 269 “ykeham Rd, Reading RG6 1PL

Cover - very good: think 1t's a bit naughty for31

-



6) The meat of this Tetter: the Sd-called prozine
reviewss 1'd 11ke to know who fir Strahan 1s, |
would Tike to kmow which type of SF he prefers,
which his favourite magazine is, 1n short, what
his critical judgement 1s based upon.

You see, when | recleved the F&SF 1n quest-
jon | quite 1iked 1t. Before | go on, I'd Tike
to say that I've been reading a Tot of mag SF
recently and can eally become pissed off and
jaded at the poor quality of 1t. So, therefore,
when | say | quite Ttked 1t, 1n my opirton it
was *SOMETHIKG ELSE*

Robert Yhurston's 'The flars Ship': he saild
it was polntless - most fiction 1s. "Virtually
all description"- ro. not quite. The majority
of the writing was characterization. I'11 ad-
git 1t was what some people would call a 'plot-
Tess verbosity! and normally | can't stand that
type. This was an exception though. Thurston made it
all come alive and for a while | was there. Just
because a story doesn't have a plot 1t doesn't have
to be bad. And to crown 1t all, he didn't even réad
1t alllHow anybody can not finish reading some-
thing but attempt to review 1t is utterly lud~-
fcrous.

He also slags the cover as 'a slur on SF':
what does he mean by that? The cover was a paint-
ing of an organic/metallic spaceship by Steinbach.
What's that in Strahan's book? Heresy? ilaybe he
would have preferred a painting of yet another
phallie spaceship or maybe a BEW? Perhaps a Robot?

After this comes another review by Dan Farr.
Yet another plece of shit., ®Cosmes !s a good magazine
| do wish he'd stop making these unsupport,cd
statements. A1l he d1d 1n this so-called review
was 11st four short stories and the other material
while omitting the novella and two other stories,

His review of "Unearth! is far more interest-
fnge By this, | mean 1t 1s easier to rip his ideas
to shreds. He cites Rel Rey as delivering an "un-
callad for negative review" of 'Unearth! "stmply by
sissing the nagzzine's point of exlstence”. He goes
on to clte this purpose as "giving would-be uriters
a chance to be published."” Hould-be writers can get
published in any SF mag, or anthology.

fagazines, in principle, @€ published to make
a profit. llagazines are bought by people because
they like reading, they escape Into the fantasy
worlds created by authors for varlous reasons. Yhey
do _not buy M9azines to glive half-brained amateurs
a chance to publish their crummy stories that have
probably been bounced by 'Analog!, Aiazing - 10ognos!
etc. beforehand, They do not wish to buy 18,000
words of flction for $1 when other magazines offer .
50 - 60,000 words for the same price.
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Next comes "The Newshounds of the BSFA"™ which even had
1t been on time sounds 11ke 1t would have been fucking use-
Tess. The "Foundation™ series on Radio & | would have 1tked
to hear but Yt was flnished by the time | got this. ['ve
heard (or seen) the bock news before. "The Bionic Dog" - who
wants to know about shit 1ike this? 1990 was finished be-
fore this arrived carrying news of the series' existence.
Drivel. The majority of this was just drivel, (T The tine
lapse between typing cut the 'Mewshounds! pages and the
matling was something over which | had no control. | regret
this ard w111 do by best to Include topical items, although
there will inevitably be a delay during which some items
may lose thelr topicality. The 'Blanie Dog' was 2 typical
exanple of the producers of a TV show scraping the barrel
to extract the last dregs of milage (mixed metaphor therel)
from an 1dea which was never particularly origthal in the
first place. The news item was presented as such because |
thought such operations interesting and Indicative of the
way the mass market works. Are we to ignore this? )

Then "Opinton™ by D. :s Wilsone Jesus Christ, whatever
next? | must say thzt | had great fun fi11ing in the blank
spaces. There are places for these 'dariig' (not 1ifellke,
like people talk) words. He mustn't have them in SF. Ho
'malnstrean' elenents wither. (Yould someone mind explain-
ing what the hell a 'malnstream element! 1s?){(! #ish some=
one would myselfl)) No mysterles or detective stories. Just
good old-fashioned thad and blunder or space opera, where
heno saves herolne from BEli and they walk off into the third
sunset (pink to blue-green) on Vega 9.

The only thing to be missing was a whine or two about
S¥E*X. ThisTetter reminds me of when Ben Bova first stated
editing YAnalog! and everybody complained about a drawing
Kelly Freas had done with a protagonist extending his middle
finger at the female 1n a upward direction. They all started
whining, (well, about 5% of tha reader) about this and after
a few months Ben Bova revealed that Campbell had bought 1t
and not him,

And now, onward, onto the subBect of '"Vortex'. When are
you bunch of cocksuckers (not you, Andy, most of the review-
ers) going to get off criticising 'Vortex'? Keith Seddon
told me in a letter that he was fairly new to SF when he
started editing the mag, but he damned well must have worked
hard at it as the staff consisted of him only, He also got
treated 1ike shit by one of the managing directors but In a
couple of fanzines he shell hopefully make clear why "Wortex
folded and whose fault 1t was,

So, 1sn't it nice that self-appointed experts Tike K.lf.
Warwick can tell us why '"Vortex! folded. Let's consider his
letter,

1) He says that the editor printed ‘boorish', 'unsuited',
"totally 1rrelevant' literature. 'Boorish'? How did he get
that idea? '"Unsuited? To what and to whom? 'lrrelevant'? I'd
say that 90% of all SF is Irrelevant but that doesn't stop
me enjoying 1t if 1t's good.

2) He didn't Ttke the 'expensive glossy paper', thy, oh



why do people always think that SF mags should be

printed on pulp paper? He said of the magazine
generally ' to expect the pubTic to pay the
earth.! It only cost 45p, for Christ's sakes SF
Monthly and SF Digest before 1t cost 50p and the
American mags cost 65. to 90p at that time, so
14 wasn't expensive at alls

3) He sald 1t 'steered clear from hardcore Sf
and concentrated on speculative fletion .' So did
New Worlds and look at the acclalm it drew, but
what he says 1sn't even true. There was one plece
of specf 1n each tssve but | half enjoyed the
Christchlld Trilegy so 1t didn't bother me. Hard
eore SF was catered for. Colln Kapp had an enter-
tatning new serlal 'The Chaos Weapon' start in nn.
5. Rob Moldstock, Terry Greenhough and Dave Penny
had stories that were 8F, not hard-core, but haed
enough for me. The Moorsock serial was very en-
joyables

So, after all, 1t seems that faults #f the
magazine were worst in the earller Yesues and
that the editor did change to a certaln extent
later on. In fact, Yssse 5 was the most promising
apart from the Mark Amblent piece and \ncident-
ally he s not, repeat not Ravan Christchild.

So, 1n future, unless somebody's got something
worth 1istening to, stop picking on VORTEX and 1n-
directly at Kelth. The magazine's folded and that
proves that things weren't all to the good. No-
body needs people rubbing salt fnto wounds ad int2
1n1tumo

((A stimulating letter, Payl. Your criticisms
are biting, but | accept them, with reservations in
areas where | might disagree! as am attempt to kick
up stendards. | must adnit to feellng sadder about
the demise of VORTEX than | did over that of S¢
flonthly - my opinion, for what 1t's worth, appeared
In a letter In an earlter Matrix (no. 12, 1 think)
and was along the 1ines of 'VORTEX ts Tlacking In
fdentlty, but has the potential to get one.”
Ketth Seddon, from rumours of runcurs that | have
heard, seems to have been grossly maligned by a

Tot of people and his efforts to keep VORTEX '
going deserved a lot of applause which he has
not really had.iKis mag was never bad and could have

beea great. It's a shame the UK cant support an SFmag.))

DAVID UATKINS: 'Gaycroft', Laleston, Bridgend,
Glamorgan CF32 OLD,

Peter Nichalls' latest attempt, in his In-
terview with Trevor Briggs, to justify his eff=
orts to promote the teaching of SF fn schools
Jeaves me, at least as susplcious and hostile as
ever. He accuses hls critics of arguing by Impe
Ticatlon that the schools should only teach
boring subjects. ¥ell of coursel If there 1s no-
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thing d1fficult and bering about a subject, there s
no useful job for a teacher to do. A decent teacher
wi11 hope eventually to persuade at least some of his
puplls that even Chaucer or French or Accountancy can
be tnteresting. But anyone who 1sn't spontaneously
and effcrtlessly tnterested tn SF is just not ready

for 1t.

To be trite, self-education is the best kind,
The teacher-pupil relationship 1s at best a necessary
evll, aluays potentially dangerous and unhealthy -
probably never more so than when 11s' basically
authoritarian nature 1s masked by a pretence of
friendly collaborative equallty. (Have you read THE
PRIME OF MISS JEAN BRODIE? Or looked at all those
pathetic wrecks who studied under F.R.Leavis n the
thirtles and are sti11 earnestly striving to deserve
his approval, Ttke good 11ttle sixty-year old teach-
er's pets?) |f a ch11d can learn something on his/
her own (and 1t must be possible to Tearn about SF
that way, since you and | and Peter Nicholls all
d1d), he/she will learn 1t better, and more important
sti11 will acquite a lot of self<confiidence and in-
dependancea .

The trouble with most teachers 1s that baslcally
they're bureauctats. As we all know, bureaucrats hate
to accept that we can ever do without them - stil]
nore that we can sometimes do better without them
than with them. Look at the teachers who wrote to
Peter Nicholls asking "where tb find more stories
about robots"} [t obvlously didn't occur to any of
them that some of thetr pupils could probably teach th
them about SF. It didn't occur to Peter Nicholls
efther,

((I agree with you up to a point, but that polnt
1s far behind many of your statements. Yes, learn=
Ing about something through your oun efforts 1s far
aore satisfying than being 'taught', but your arg-
ument that 'anyone who isn't spontaneously tntereste
ed 1n SF is just not ready for 11! can be used for
a]l subjects. 0K, so you and | and Peter Nicholls
discovered SF outside of school, and very possibly
1% was because 1t was out of school that we stuek to
it (this can be sald of many othere "activitles » :
conlcs, skateboarding) - but what about the people
who haven't discovered 1%, or who have made up their
minds on the evidence of one or two inferlor books
or TV programmes? Learning things through your own
efforts is all very well, but the most acessable
form of Informatlon is sti11 the book. ‘hat about
kids who find reading difflcult? Hou do you Interset
then? ilany teachers have found that SF is Ydeal for
this = look back at my editorial - andit 1s unreal
to expect kids who have scarcly read a book in thelr
liyessto be experts on SF, however much they may
take to 1t 1n the end.))

MARK ADLARD: 12 The Green, Seaton Carew, Hartlepools

| was intrigued to see from the contents of



of HATRIX 14 that you had a feature called "SF
PLA4S FOR TEESSIDE® from Rob Carter. 'hen | turn-
to the article | discovered, of course, that it
wes headed (correctly) "SF PLANS FOR TYNESIDE.Y

Ye have all Tearned to forgive Londoners
their ignorance of geography, but | had hoped -
for something better from an editor who lives at
Birkenhead on Deesides

((Should | admit 1t and bring even further
disgrace upon myselfese? A11 right, [ will =
Rob Cater has himself chastised me for this
error and points out that, in any case, |
spelt "TEESSIDE" tncorrectly! | shall never
dare venture east of the Pennines again....!))

JAHES CORLEY: 30 Empress Ave, Hanor Park, London
£12

st171 ttems that | found interesting.

anyway these were the tmpressions of a first time read-
er and new membera

In answer to Dave Cobbiedick's questlon "where are the
pecple who enjoy 11stening to SF wordings" In rock music,
I'm one, However, | think SF s part of contemporary cult=
ure (for want of a better term) and has many elements parall
eled 1n mustcal form Yn rock. Take examples such as Pinl .
Floyd's 'Inkerstellar Overdrive' or Canel's 'Lunar Sea',
both Instrumentals which without thelr titles would be
"ordinary' rock. Jim Tiptree makes the point in 'ilother 1n
the Sky with Diamonds' that rock, 1ike SF, is an emanatton
of our soclety, and the most non-8F rock cannot get away
from the nature of the 20th century, which is a technolog-

fcal era.

v THE YRTRECHS BDIFICE.evuianuss Stecv Higgins

Ti.e BSFA Award - personally | read more hardbacks than

paperbacks, but why not an award for both? [t needn't
be nore expensive 1f the trophy's dirt cheap - ¢
Tike one of those cardboard pyramids that keep yoar:
senclls sharp - just what a sucessful 6F author
really needs, fly votes going *o Len Carter any-

way,

Intro Pack: a bit expensive Isn't 1t for an

‘ntroductorary offer? 50p. max. 1'd say.

The first issue: 1lke the man who fell off the t
top of the skyscraper said as he plummeted past the
first floor window, "No problems so far,*

({Thanks, James, that's really encouraginge.s
| think?))

STEEV HIGGINS: 18, St. Austell Ave., Tyldesley,
#anchester, M29 7FY

My first impressions of WATRIX are what you'd
orcbably call favourable. | produce, edit, etc. a
sn21 fanzine (12 to 15 coples) for a sort of SF
circle at school. Anyway, | appreciate some of
ihe problems of editing. One critictsm | have is
1hat | don"t 1lke the corner stapling. ‘hether
2nything can be done thoughess. The tnterview was
Interesting, but | thought there might for some
peaple have been too much personal stuff and new
about the Foundatton and the plans of the Foundation
slght be more interesting. | myself, however
dtdn't find that. The 'Gongo of Ganymede' plece
found s1ightly childish at times. | enjoyed most
of the poetry, especially the Andy Darlington

ONEe

Peading the 'Newshounds' | wae overcome by a sense

of deja vu. iy own fanzine !s usually about 2 - 4
ronths late abd full of stale bits and pleces. But
even though the malling was very late, there were

Glass tower in a crystal castle

Shard-1tke turret glinting 1n the sun
Jutting angles tipped with bright white flire
De .p, dead s!lence, eerie noiselessnessa

But the translucent cltadel w111 comaune

J1th any traveller with the ears.

Listen and you w1l hear, 1f you have soul,

The tinkling song of ringing surfaces .

of glass, and the high-pltched note that resonates
within,

Crash! 11ke that of a mirror,
Crystal spears spray out like stinging rain.

eesenlld VE BID YOU GOUDRIGHT,

((That's all. I've tried to put scmething of fnterest to
everyone In this Christmas issue of HATRIX. | hope |'ve
succeeded,

IiRTRIX 16 cculd not have been produced without inspira-
tion fron Paul Kanter & Grace Slick, Bob Dylan, Black Sabbath
Van licrrison and especlally Roy Harper, Gratefull thanks to
John Pesl whose music programme colncides with my reqular
HATRIX typing stints,

Thanks go to the MNewshounds for this fssue: Tom Jones,
Cyr1l Simsa, Trevor °riggs, Hary Long, The fiedia, Richard
Bancroft, Arts Allve haerseyside, Dave Cobbledick, KARASS,

" Kelth Frecman, and many more...

Charles Fort once had one 1ine too few on a page of one of
his books. Yhen this was pointed out, he imnediately wrote the

following sentence - "One measures a clircle, beglinning anywhere.

Likewlse myselfs A very happy Mnter Solstice to everyonel}%
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