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The Editar extends his grateful thanks to
all those who help with the hard work of
putting this magazine together, especially
Dave Cobbledick who proofread the legible
bits, Rosamund who can't dnderstand why she
isn't allowed to play with the typuriter,
and Hary who has to put up with a hell of a
lot of tapping from the vack room. And all
those stuck with the job of co]latinETH
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So who was | kidding...that 'mad last editorial rush' ! ref-
erred to on my last sojurn on the lsland refused to go away and
in fact returned as madly as ever, liuch of this Hatrix has been
tysed through the streaming eyes and dripping nose of some part-
icularly nasty type of winter disease. | am feeling down and out.
Annoyed. Stuffed up and moping. And | wish it was summer so |
could complain about heatwaves.

| missed the TV showing of SILENT RUNNING with an illness so
sirulent as to make my present indisposition feel 1ike a per=
fect spring day, but | did catch Dark Star, and have also managed
to view BLAKE'S 7, DOCTOR HHO (naturally - when Rosamund's em-
erging vocabulary consists of words like 'robot dog' and 'space-
ship' it would be cruel to do otherwise. For those who wondered
whether the introduction of the delectable LEELA into the show
would mark a lessening of the programme's attraction to the younger
set, Tet me say - it hasn't! Both of us sit and marvel before the
screen, although | will concede that Rosamund at 2 and myself at
25 may marvel at different things....

Even LOGAN'S RUN received a try-out before 1t joined the
hallowed ranks of being one of the very few SF programmes that |
have switshed off half-way through. But nothing that | saw, no-
thing that the eagle eyes of the BSFii newshounds brought to my
attention, could match the 'play of the week ' version of Alan
Garner's RED SHIFT.

Those of you who take the Observer {that sounds supercillious,
doesn't 117 Oh dear, shall we say, if you'd happened to read the
Observer's preview you'll have seen it described as "a neighbeur
of philo - scl-f1", That actually was quite a neat pun, RED SHIFT
is a complex work, a comtemporary love-story with a bitter ending,
set 2gainst-sinilar but not identical events acted out in the
same locality in different periods of time. The SF connection
is tenuous - once we get beyond the obvious trope of 'parallel
time-levels' it is more in the reglon of imagery (the play opens
and closes with an image of a galaxy which as we know receeds
fron other galaxies at a colossal specd, an image which is felt
and taken up, first playfully then tragically, by Tom, the cent-
ral character) than anything else, but it is there, 1f SF means
any more than spaceships and aliens. | can't judge this play ob-
jectively - | can only urge you to watch out for any possible re-
peat and read the book, published in o/b by Armarda. | thought
RED:SHIFT was one of the best plays |'ve seen in a Tong while.

And so to 16... This issue we have an interseting article on

SF 1q libraries by Gordon Johnson and, for those who are thinking
of joing to the next EasterCon, Cyril Simsa recalls the last one
and comes to some bizarre and startling conclusions... Not to
mention all the letters which 1've managed to squeeze into this
slim volume - letters which in many ways are MATRIX's reason for
being. MATRIX exists as a communicatioh forum for BSFA members,
and | welcome all letters, opinions, 1ight articles, cartoons,
news itams = especially the latter. !f you come across an in-
teresting fact or item of SF-related news, why not send it off to
me - this is welcome, and especially so if the item concerns
yourself. If you've done something interssting - written a novel,
formed an SF group, appeared on TV - don't be shy, advertise 1t
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((FoTlowing the publication—af -the BSFA--
Information Booklet, |'ve been asked by Colin
Lester to point out that he is no longer associated
with the SF Foundation and the BSFA Tibrary. As
you probably know, the previous Administratoe of
the Foundation, Peter Nichols, resigned recently
and his place has been taken by falcom Edwards.,

The folleuing 1tem should also be taken in con-
text with the Information Booklet.))

*¢ THE BSFA |NFORMATION SERVICE ***

In the past this service has not been overused
probably because its existence has been little sus-
pected. It appears to be that it needs expansion
and better publicity if 1t 1s to become another
worthwhile service of the BSFA,

The primary function of the Information Ser -
vice is to provide information on SF stories such
as naauthors, pseudonyms, titles, where firdt pub-
lished, where and if in print - in fact everything
conceivable that may interest the curious. Second-
ly the Service provides data on other #1ied topic-
weird, horror, fantasy (even the Loch ess monster)
and factual information pertaining to SF like ast-
ronomy and space exploration,

|- hope to expand the Information service to include
other interests. Ofter readers are curious about
assumptions made in SF, or the accuracy or relia-
bility of scientific information included in stor-
jes, As an example consider the US genetic legist-
lation in John Brunner's STAND CN ZANZIBAR. The
laws are painted fairly black by the author - but
how many peopla know that they would be almost tot-
ally ineffective? Or, as another example, one of
our subscribers was asking about time travel and
"hyperspace'. Are they inventions, fantasy, or

can they exist? |s there any hint tn the scient-
ific literature that they might be possible? Con-
sulting a physiclist would have elicited the stock
response reserved for children, the criminally in-
sane, and SF readers. Members of the Information
Service, however, were prepared to spesulate, bas-
ing that speculation on sound knowledge of natural
laws - thus providing an intersting and stimulat-
ing answer.

Also ! hope we can provide any imformation re=
quired on fandom and all forms of fannish public-
ations, '

Unfortunately all this requires a willing band
of experts. So far we have those who track down
magazine stories, stories and books by particular
authors and experts on astronomy, Soviet SF, '01d
Wave'! SF, chemistry, genetics, the Loch Ness Monst-
er, dress, customs, beliefs, cults, military his-
tory, UFOlogy, telecommunications engineering, the
Tolkien Society, history of the BSFA, fandom, OMNMPA
etc. We do, however, lack anyone who knows about
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art, artists and artwork, 1n particular amd almost anything else
not mentioned above. ¥rite to me, you experts - everyone has

some expertise and its bound to be useful to someone else, Don't
think you'1l be called upon so frequently that answering quest-
tons will take up far too much of your time; | will always attempt
to share the workload equally.

In addition we need half a dozen or so peoplp who have good
memories for authors & titles. A great number of questions to the
Information Service involve something like "l read a story once
that tnvolved someone who invented/travelled to/..etc...and |'d
1ike to know what the story was, who wrote it, and where [ can f
find 1t". These quertes are often very vague and we need a panel
of people who, between them, can come up with the correct answer.

Finally, would all those who already think they are on the panel
write and confirm that fact. | don't wish to press unwilling
people,

So put pen to paper....volunteer NOW - and to all you inquir-
ers, don' hesitate to write. The address: Dr. R.l. Gilbert, Dept.
of Genetics, University College of Swansea, Singleton Park,
Swansea SAZ 6PP.
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#erETHOURDS_ EXTRA%**

The SCIENCE FICTION OPER4 COMPANY OF LIVERPOOL presents its
first production, THE CASE OF CHARLES DEXTER l4RD, at the Liver=
pool School of Language, flusic, Dream and Pun in Mathew st from
Feb 27 to March 16. It is a three act opera by Camilla Saunders
bazed on the novel of the same name by H.P. Lovecraft. The suggest-
fon to write the opera came from Ken Lampbe]], who directed
[LLUMINATUS and who is also dieecting this show, (taken from
Arts Alive Merseyside)

SELBAGAELEEEARAGEEEAEGAEAERGREEEEEELGATEERESEEAGREARARAELLAERAGES

060k ETTERS EXTRAM#** | . i
((just arrived - edited to fit in!))

RICHARD SHITH, /o Cowan House, Pollock ,alls of Kesidencn, 18
Holyrood Park Rd, Edinburgh.

Some good comments on 200CAD, a comic which shows much what is
sick about our society. It's OK to show our kids people being shot
blown up, brutally murdered etc, but whatever you donothing about
sex, that's dirty and perverted; let them grow up to hate & kil]
not to lave each other.(( $t's debateable how far the age-group
which buys this comic is really into explicit sex, but | take the
point.))

andy Pratt's "Producers just haven't woken up to the fact that
the public doesn't want monster-filled space opera" - perhaps
someone should have told Yeorge Lucas and the millions that have
sean STAR WARS. Granted that is a film but its still relevant. The
major problem with TVSF is lack of money and poor to bad scripts.

I*ve seen the first installiment of Blake's 7 and its about time
the BBC stopped believing that Terry Nation is THE only script
writer of SF in the UK. So he invented the Daleks but since then
he has used SF cliche after cliche. #hy don't the BBC give some
real SF authors a chanee at writing the scripts?



THE ADVENTURES GF HCONBASE ALEPH

n "
PART ONE - BREAKAPART
by Steev Higginse

Slowly Commander John Chronich turned réund.
8The mozn 1s about to explode," said Proessor
Victor Berkman, Bsc, PhD and O-level (failed), with

an 1se-cool tone.

"Paul," said the Commander, addressing his sec-
ond 1n command, Paul ilorron, "get down there fast,"

"Where, sir?" asked MOrron;

"To the nuclear waste dumps.”

Ch - there."

"lell, get on with it."

"Er, no, sir."

Chronich paused dumbfounded. "Why not?*
M ne.cereseon strike, sirs"

Wou what?" exclaimed Chroniche

"'n on strike sir. We all are . Aren't we Ob77
He turned to his friend Obligitory Black, a computer
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expert,
-

"Dann," said Chronich, "That means someone else will
have to go."

Berkman looked at him with a mixture of surprise and
envy. fe hadn't realised anyone on aleph except himself
was that clever.

It lay there silent in the vacuum, spread across the
bleak grey surface amid the stark landscape. Deep in 1ts
reatt strange forces ebbed and flowed. Hew and incredible
compounds were formed and destroyed. The power that drove
quasars, that was reflected in the tintest proportions in
supernovae, that had created the unlverse from the prim-
eval blob, was about to be released on an unsuspecting
Earthe.. “=\\

Yorry niled on worry for Chronich when his chief med-
ical officer, Dr. Helena Bustle, came into his office.

"ihat now?" asked the Commander.

The deadly radiation splurging out from the fields is
fi1led with terrible zamma rays, only recently discowvered
by Professor Tsodislov in lioscow, It Ts now known that
these particles cause DilA and RNa spirals in human cells
to twist and turn, wrighing, as it were, in agony. Extern-

a’ly that means that your fingers grow to a length of
two and a half feet, you start spesking Mandarin Chinese,
and | velly solly san but | think | haf got 1t as werrcss”
AMfter that her language became inconprehensible, as it




usially 1s on shows like thisa

Unly one thing to do, Chronich thought, to avert
the impending catastrophe. Only one man stands between
Earth and a tremendous holocaust - Alan Carter, chief
pilot of Aleph's Budgie squadron.

"Hello ~ Akan?" said Chronich into the intercom.
"Sod off,"

"Alan? Alan!®

A voice came through vaguely: "Now where were we
"

At that monent the telephone rang.

"Hello," said a hysterical west-couatry voice.
This is the Flat Earth & Cornish Pasty Appreciation
Societies (Amalgamated) here, and | must warn you
that an invasion force of little green men in white
suits armed with catapaults firing mini~black holes
is on ite way to take you over.” .

At that moment one of them walked through the
door wearing, as well as its white suit, a bowler
hatand pin-stripe suit, carrying a brolly and brief
cas2. A prior survey had indicated that this was the
style of dress worn by the majority of human beingse

"GET CUT!YIM screamed Chronich exasperatedly. st
this the alien turned and left, self-destructing ont
the way as is recommended in the First Contact Inc.
Co. Ltd Employees manual, section 57-A, sub-section
3-n-5, Para 9 Line 3, upon failing to succeed.

Chronich turned to his intercom again.
At that moment the moon blew up.

FCRTUNATELY, that very second Aleph passed through
a forth-d*mensional inter-space-time-warp which just
happened to be there.

] "Wurrrrrrghhhllydeblepepodinkflurrpsquib,” said
Berkman, pressed helplessly to the floor, and writhing
excruciatinglt.

"™ardon?" said Chronich disinterestedly.

Mle..omust," gasped the scientist,"be travelllng
.-.at fan...tasﬁc.-.sp%d. DOnlt...th1nk...l CaNeee
standeseanyesonore. |t musteeobe.eealleseofesaone G,

"Ch," said Chronich, but then he had Tong ago gi
given up caring.

Part three of this thril ing serles continues
next time ~ due to a clerical error.

* Speed in space is measured in 'Gravities' or 'Gs' -

Lew Grade

WE BUY BOOKS - ITH YQUR 1MONEY!

by Gordon Johnson

[n Britain, as in many other countries, there are sev-
eral markets for publishers wanting to sell bookse Basic~
ally, these are the general public, the educatlon author-
1tles (from primary school to university) and the 1ibrar- .
les.

Uhen considering all publications, the market probably
is a neck~and-neck race between the publlc Tibrary systen
and the general public, with the 11brary market leading
1n hardback books, and the public in paperbackess The ed-
ucation market is fairly spectalised, and will be ignored
for the purposes of this article.

In the library fleld, the blggest buyers of books are
the public 1ibraries - those supported by the ratepayer,
willing or not (but usually willingly). Other libraries
include institutions, private firms, government bodies,
and nationalised I1ndustries, but their purchases are gear-
ed to Timited interests and seldom include fiction. [n
fact, many of these libraries concentrate on periodicals
Instead of books, as their users normally require up~to-
date facts and the latest iInformation on events 1n their
sphere of interest. Books can be six months to a year out
of date by the time they are published, as any author is
willing to tell you.

So for consideration of SF bookbuying tn the national
context, we may regard sales as being split between the
bookbuying public, and the public library authoritiese
Split how?

Therein lies the problem. One cannot simply say "SF" .
and get a figures It all depends on the total sales of
any book, as the library authorities are a fairly consis~
tent market on which the publishers know they can rely.

This does not mean that libraries automatically buy a
set nunber of SF. 1t 1s a statistical fact of the natlonal
situation, similar to a statement that the two major pola
1tical parties will each gain about 45% of the natfonal
vote in a general elections People's cholces may vary, but
they tend to average out.

As a result, the public 1ibrary percentage varies acce
ording to the boos or authors popalarity. From surveys
made some years back, it has been shown that a first nov-
el (SF or nainstrean) by an unknown author (1.ee not by a
TV personality or a politician) will sell about 3,000 cop~
fes. Of that total, approximately 2,700 coples are bought
hy public librariess By simple subtraction, that means that
a new novelist sells about 300 coples to individuals in
the whole of the UK,

Sales of novels by known and popular authors, whose
books get publicity from the publishers, get progressive=

»Jly larger if the author's work strikes a chord on the



pubTic's purse sirings. With more public interest, sales
to 1ibrarles lncrease, but not dramatically, while app~
ecarance 1n paperback becaomes the mass market for the pub-
o

Publishers remaln consclous of thetr pubTic 1ibrary
market, which 1s why most new novels by unknowns come
out tn hardback firste The 1ibrary market 1s a base and
a showcase, and valuable to publishers who will seldom
Tose much money on what would otherwise be a riske

This of course is one argument against a public lend-
ing right system of charging Tibraries for lending bookse
If the 11braries have to cut back, it will be the new and
untried authors who will suffer; they may remain unpublish-
ed 1f a sure market s no longer available.

| am digressing, but thé gist 1s that for popular
authors, the library market is a fleabite but for the
newcomer it 1s his bread and butter.

Having thus set the scene, we can hava 3 Took at the
process of library purchasing, with sarticular rgference to
SF. Although | w111 generalise to give a natfonal picture
as far as possible, | w11l use my present authority, Horth
East of Scotland Library Service, for most examplese

Library purchasing varies according to the budget
avallable. The smaller the budget, the fewer the people
involved in the book selections The larger systems usually
have a book selection meeting once a week, or fortnightly.
Stince local government reorganisation, all the miniscule
burgh 1ibraries where the chief 1ibrarian did the choosing
have been taken over by larger authorities with less indiv-
ldual blas but perhaps less attention to individual readers
needs. |t is an important administartive task to ensure
that awareness of readers' needs at every service point
is achieved and maintalned.

One method is through readers' requests for particular
books. This gives the 1ibrary staff a view of what s be-
ng looked for at each service point, so that an increasing
number of reauests for SF books can influence future stock
addltions. The book selection group will take such an in-
creascd show of Interest as warrenting spending a bit more
of the avallable cash on SF. The purchas of books of any
one type or genre will not fall below a level decided on
by the librariana as a basic stock, but a higher proport.-
ion depends on how well the existing stock Is being used.

In their purchasing policy, public libraries have a
orofessional duty to maintaln a well-bzlanced range of
stock so that any user should be able to find somathing In
the 1ibrary on his subject or genre interest. The size of
the service paint wili deternine the actual number of
titles held.

So don't expect a small sub=branch or mobile library
to carry hundreds of SF bosks. There will only be a few on
the shelves. |f you want to see others, you have to ask.
Make your neesds known by telling the staff, or by f111ing

up 2 request forn for the book you want to read, This
may cost you anything frem nothing to tenpence or

nore per title; ask at your library. Our own service
Is primarily a rural one with many small brahches and
noblle libraries (26 branches and 7 moblles to be ex-
act), so we recognise the reduced choice and make no
charge for requests. City Tibraries are more Tike's

to make a charge, as a wide choice 1s avallable on the
spot,

Apart from requests, and advice on subject demand,
from 1ibrarians at the service points, professional
experience and expertise has a great deal of Influence
on which new books are bought and in what quantity.
Local interest will be taken into account (eege author
with local connections, or book set in Tlocal context),
and the Tikely demand from the type of population: SF
is much more popular 1n towns and cities, particularly
tndustrial areas rather than rural areas. Reading in-
terests of people seem to be a busman's holiday, as
farmers want books on rural life, and fisherfolk want
sea stories. However, they all read adventure stories,
romances and westerns, regardless of the type of comm-
unity. “ar books too are consistent.

SF 1s one of the exceptlons, and consequently less
easy to budget for unless an accurate ldea of local de~
nand 1s obtained. If your local library seems to be
lacking in adeguate response to reader interest, then
1t may be time for a bricf letter to the chief librar-
fan commenting on the situatlon. Insults will get you
nowhere {you may be writing to nel) and a polite letter
should bring an encouraging reply or a reasonable ex-
planation (budget cuts across the board!)

You will discover that some of the SF titles you
have heard about are not to be found in the library.
these will most likely be either foreign books not
generally availzble in this country (11braries don't
normally deal with dpeclal Interest bookshops: 1t 1s
nuch less cumbersome to deal with library suppliers
and a few local bockshops) or bocks only available
at_the moment 1n paperback.Public libraries are now
buying paperbacks, but this 1s a neu development. It
Is st111 the general case that paperbacks are seldom
bought, so one can find that, of Savarin's trilogy
"Lemmus", the first volume came out in hardback Eﬂi
didn't sell too well. The other two volumes, plus the
first, are now out in paperback, and it is unlikely
that these two will ever be out 1n hardback in the UK,
So your library may have volume 1, but not 2 &3, If
so, that's why,

However, the situation is rapidly changing. Lib-
raries can now buy their paperbacks in a plasticised
cover with additiznal endpapers and better glue, so
they will take a succession of readings and not fall
apart when the second reader borrows it! An important
encouragenent is the financial one, for when redaced
amounts of cash are available, and hardback prices at
the £4.00 and £5.00 stage for ficticn, suitabde paper-

—§-



backs can help malntain the number of titles purchas-
ed, and sometines improve the range in stock.

In the case of NESLS, we have a small number of

SF readers, but they are voracious, as you will under-

stand. They want more titles, not extra copies of
popular titles. As a result, our SF policy is to buy
very few coples of SF books, but to buy the Targest
nunber of t1tles possible. With so much SF now pubw
lished in paperback only, we are test«buying many SF
paperbacks for our readers. ‘le will have to get read-
er reaction to these, and calculate the amount of use
they get before they have to be throun out. Compared
with SF hardbacks, we will then be able to say whsth-
er the cost per issue is lower or higher with paper-
backs. |f thej fall apart before long, 1t may prove
more expensive, but | am hopeful of good results from
the experiment. |f it is both cost-effective and is
at least not badly received by our readers, it will
become a permanent part of our system.

Incidentally, as libraries naturaliy have large
numbers of books for disposal every year, you may be
interested in a recent development. o

Past practice was to sell withdrawn books as
waste paper, but that outlet has collapsed - the
firm will charge us for taking them away now! The
major reason for that practice was the impossibil=
ity of selling them as books, due to the Net Book
Agreement. This provides for libraries to buy books
from specified retailers at advantageous prices, but
as part of the agreement, the Publishers' Associa-
tion would not allow libraries to resell these bocks
later - they didn't want to subsidise competition.

Huwever, they have now changed their minds,
and as long as libraries adhere to varlous restric-
tions on what !s being sold, public libraries can
now hold sales of withdrawn books. This means that
old, poor condition books, or out of date textbooks,
etc. or surplus copies of a no-longer popular book
will be on sale at not much more than coppers.ihis
may be a way for some SF addicts to get hold of
copies of otherwise unobtainable litless

Sales have already been held in some parts of
Scotland. Yie'11 be starting our own later this year.
Your own librarian should be able to tell you what
the policy is in your locality.

A final point. |'m sometimes asked why libraries
buy the 'rubbish' SF published regularly by a certain
firm. The answer is twofold: lack of enough good nove
els to satisfy demand for new ones, and secondly,
they get well read, perhaps because they are easy to
read. The clientele for SF 1n libraries is by no
means restricted to true fans. They are in fact in
the minority!

{(This article was first published in GET FOKT
NO. 4. Grateful thanks to Gordon o the friengp.of KT))
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1t almost seems normal

For a while, 1t almost seemed normal - given that no
fan is truly sane 1n any but the most rudimentary fashe
ione | think that those early hours, gefore tke true
horror begah to sink In, could even be regarded simply
as a pleasant soctal occasion. But, by Saturday evenlng,
the more sinlster aspects were Impossible to 1gnore, and
thier culminztion 1n that one, horrible, climatic night
of Sheer Terror 1s one | am unllkely to forget until my
dying day.

the gods smirk up thetr sleeves at him

(Though God knows what | was dotng up thelr sleeves)s
Forgive me, dear reader, if [ digress from the main point
of this plece to tell you about those simple pleasures of
the conventlon, these that | naively enjoyed whilst the
gods etc eteraed (see ref. above)s

The pleasant "hamburger in freshly toasted bun" that
| ate at the modestly-priced Terrace Room.

The Saturday morning Bob Shaw talk that dwelt on a
myriad things, and even mentioned the subject under dis=
cussion, albelt briefly,

tand how we learned from him about the unfortunate
people of old that died to provide us with fish and chip
mines, and the unfortunate inventor who, no matter hoe
he tried, couldn't get his perpetual motion machine to
stoos

Harry Harrison running amok at the fancy dress parade,
and (earlter) trying to auctlon bocks under assumed titles
such as "Sex at Sea" (with a speclal mention of dolphins
on Pe 39).

:and even later there were occasional moments that
afforded great pleasure - as when, during the banquet,
Brian Aldlss threw a plece of bun (alas, not freshly



toasted) at Ken Slatere..and missed, hitting me inst-
ead. (lmagine! A plece of bun from no less a person
than Srian Aldiss!)

111tle does he know

Those were happy times ~ but 11ttle did | know
what evil subtly disquised 1tself in those oh-so-inn-
ocent pastimes. ot even when | met my room-mate,
late on Friday evening, did | suspectese

| was unprepared for what confronted me as | eame
in from the Book Room, to find a portly gentleman (who
confessed he did not remember my name - 11ttle wonder,
| had not met him before) standing there, surrounded
by numerous sultcasss. In one Targe, white suttcase he
had the complete hardback edition of NEY WRITINGS IN SF
on the off-chance that he might plck up some auto=
graphs. The cupboard was full of milk. And his second
suitcase Tay open on the table... it was full of -
pork pies!

Unsuspecting neo that | was, | had not reallsed
what the De Vere hotel had meaht when they wrote to me
saylng that 1'd be sharing a roon with "ilr Burgbss."

they came in search of paradise

Saturday - night of room parties - saw a quest thr-
ough the hotel for that magick annointment, Booze.
From one distant room to another we strode, bearing our
trusty tankards aloft, and many were the strange things
we came across.

Pon one occasion, we found the inmates phoning re-
ception and asking the wherabouts of Gil Hamilton - and
the receptionist directed them to a room on the seventh
floor!

'Pon another, we found ourselves pursufed by Brian
Burgess, bearing aloft a briefcaseful of pork ples, and
wishing rot to partake of what T1ttle sustenance those
pecullar alien artifacts might offer, we directed him to
a room party where Peters Weston and Roberts were tryling
to diink Jim Beam withoud letting anybody else know, so
as to have more for themselves.

«.oand found cosmic harmony

As the morning drew on, we tripped over Ds West at
a corridor par ty (or, more accurately, on the stairs
nezr a corridor party) where he was pracricing cosmic
harmony 1n the lying stance. He offered to sell us a
badge.

drinking coffee, early of a morn
And the next morning, everybody came to breakfast,
and drank coffee. And they were aquiver.

vimpycon '77 ~ the birth of winpy fandom
&t 22.30 hrs. on Sunday night, it finally dawned on
me. | was sitting round a table in the bar with Dave
Yingrove, Jim Barker, Andrew fuir and Alex HiTl when
someone mentioned the word ‘winpy'. Yhy, | wondered, would
«Ja

anyone fn thelr right minds st in  the bar disase-
tng winpies whilst the heavenly tones of the Bur™tng-
tons were sounding up abeve? -

time consldered as a hellx of semi-precious wimpies
Once started, the icea went rosnd and round, like

that unstoppable perpetual motion machine of Bob Shaw's.

Time seemed to have no meaning anymore.

The wimptes just went on and on into iInfinity.

the wimpy at the threshold

Came a-lurking at 00,30 - just about the time
that Dave Yingrove began to s1t gquletly in a corner,
sniling contentedly, and not participating in any-
thing In particular - in the form of Bob Shaw (the
other one).

| fled the bar for the Tounge, only yo find a
paper~dart fight raging. And Brian Burgess was selle
1ag pork pies (11legally, since blological warfare
had been banned).

the divine comedy: one for me, one for you

lieanwhlle, in the bar, they'd started singing
"Ten Green Wimpies". Several different groups were
independently composing wimpy songs and seeing who
could sing them Toudest,

A chelce of purgatories.

| could almost hear the gods sharing out the
wimples: one for me, one for yol.e.

Was 1t possible that this was merely the result
of an ldea of the Friends of Kilgore Trout that caught
on due to the generally inebriated state of the pecple
present? There was a certain appeal in the simplicity
of this explanation. In fact, any sane, rational per-
son would accept this sane, rational explanation.
But we know better..sso, closer examination of the
indisputable facts revealed to me that this was just
too simple an explanation - obviously, someone want-
ed us to belteve 1t. Wy would anyone want us to bel-
ieve such a preposterous notion? - why, because it
was a cover for some fiendish scheme by the packaged
food industry to Immanentize the eschaton! And they
were hoping to take over organised (disorganised?)

fandom as a tool to this means!

one man's wimpy 1s another man's fertiliser

flaybe you'11 think [m deranged, but Burgess was
clearly their agent = he hinself confessed to me (1n
a momentary lapse of control by his nasters?) that
he had started selling the pork ples one convention,
long ago, so as to undersell Harry Haprison (who was
also selling then - @ 1/6). | need scarcely point out

that arry Harrison was also at Eastercon!

The attentive reader will have noticed that at no
stage 1n the proceedings did Harrison have close



Do Jou have'a puncture wepair
outfit I could berrcwy * '

dealings with either a wimpy or a pork pie - this 1s
extremely significant: a transparent plece of double=bTuff.
On feflectlon, 1t becomes obvious that Tarrison was conne
ected wlth the conspiracy - and that he had to controlled
by his masters except for that monentary lapse of control
at the fancy dress where his overloaded brain caused
that eccentric behaviours

But where did his witticisms come from? They were sent
to himl 1fd always thought they were too good for a mere
mortal to create them all - and now, we know that they are;
they are written by the godse..by committee!l And who else
makes stmilar witticisms? Bob Shaw! And he was at Easterw
con, advocating fish and chips = another packaged food!

allithe world's a wlmpyses

When the Cambridge SF Group began quoting Shekespeare,
| realised that the Bard, too, was implicated. Could he
honestly say that he had never tried a purest beef beefbur-
er, or 1is Shakespearean cquivalent? | would point out that
his plays were performed in pork-pie shaped theatres. In
fact, the Influence of wimpies throughoat history is phen-
omenal ~ just consider how similar a word "Burgess" s to
"Burgers" That proves | must be right! And the tradition=
al UFO shape - a flying winpy! That giant meteortc explos-
fon over Stberla was an alien, wimpy-shaped space charist

that became unstable due to a critical mass of greasel

things to come

And then | recalled Burgess' plans for SEACON '79. The
bidding committee must be warned! The takeover bid is
scheduled for SEACON 79 - it just has to bebl
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To be or not to be?oonn

cesothat s the questions Whether tls nobler 1oeas

Mihat's th1s?" you aske Has Andy taken leave of
hissenses by introducing an article about Shakespeare
tnto the realm of Matrix?

No, Andy hasn't taken Teave of his senses and
this Ysn't an article about old Willy Shakespeare,
[t 1s an article about SF, You disbelteve? Then
read on and be surprisedosso

Yhen man first moved out of his cave dwellings
of yesteryear, 11ttle did he realise that he was to
becaome a pestilence and a burden to the world



about him. One of the first thoughts of man, as he
1eft his former existence, was to brings about clvil-
1zatlon, but to do so an education system had to be
develped. And 1t came to pass that man did bring a-
bout educatton and so clvilization.

Now as we all know, education is made up of the
baslcs of singular definition of the many wondrous
things that are around us. There s but one sma1l pro-
blem. Everything that man has defined he has also des=
troyed, even Indirectly; lands, oceans, the atmos-
phere; even himself. A1l these and many more, man has
defined and destroyed. 'Han the definer 1s man the
destroyers!

No doubt you w111 think me natty (or something
of that nature), but to create any impression on you
regardifg the content of thls article, the definition
of Man had to preszed.-Here 1s where | begine...

You may have already gathered what thls article fis
ahout by ‘the single word 'definition', To ease your
minds, this 1s not another of those crazy attempts to
deflne SF, but 3t 1s an attempt to give SF someskind of
category or classification. | must stress, in the stong-
est sense, that this Ys not a definement and any person
taking 1t as such w111 be totally wrong in their assump-
tion.

For years now, many people have sat down and thought
most carefully on how they may be able to definé SF. Att-
empts have been submitted by the hundred and not one has
achleved recognition. 411 have been cast aside by SF fans
as belng ridiculous, Ineffective, or totally absurd. The
two following examples are typical of the attempts (the
latter being by own ignorant attempt);

'Fiction used to express an imaginative response to
the facts and specelations of science.’

¥SF 15 what the author makes it and what the reader
makes ¢f 1t,'

Are elther of them true? They are, most certalinly, un-
truee There is many an SF novel which contalns not a sma-
ttering of factual sclence In the content of the story and
to say that 1t Is fictlon used to express an imaginative
response to sclence and its many wonders is not soe You
don't 1magine facts, you experience them and you can only
nagine what 1s classed as fnventlon. To elabourate:

Sclence is: Systematic and formalised knowledge used
in the pursuit of any such brabch of knowledge, relating
to the regulations and principles of the pursuit of moral,
natural and pure truthd.

Fiction is: Inventlcn. Invented statement or narrative
conventionally accepted as being false.

Science and Fiction, the two basic ingredients which
go to make up SF? No, not so. In broad terms, yes, as there
are many noveks which contain scientific facts which are
-10o

factual in their contexts. To say that SF is sys-
tematic and formulated knowledge which is false is

an untruth, but to say that all SF is factual sciece
is also an untruth, as told before. Confusing? !f you
keep regarding SF as has been said, but look at it
11ke thisess

Questlon: why do you read SF? The answer is
simple. You read SF because you enjoy reading 1ts

Question: what does reading SF do for you? The
answer here is not so simple. It really depends on
the Individual concerened. 4 few of the general
things that 1# does for most fans are: it stimulates
you, it excites you, it entertains you and it pres-
ents a sense of unreality for yoy to drift into at
your leisure. It can affect many people in a multitude
of ways as not everyone sees the same things in the
same 1ight. It all bojls down to being an individ-
ualistic cholce. There must be a level of agrecment
though, otherwise the world would be in a constant
upheaval (is 1t not so now? | wondere.s)

Question: what average effect does the reading
of SF have on the average fan? Thece agin, it comes
down to being an individual choice, but one such
effect that | belteve 1t has, is that of complacen-
cyel ask you, what fan has not felt in a complacent
mood after reading and drifting through the _pages
of a novel written by a favourite writer? N true
fan could contend that thls is untrue and still re-
main a true fag.

Now take all the facys and put them together,
ilhat does this present us with? SF is not purely
sclence, it s not what the author makes 1t and
what the reader makes of it as it can only be what
it is intended to be. [t is not pure fantasy by way
of being entirely fictional in terms of scientific
facta |t 1s enjoyable to ruad, it 1s entertaining,
exciting, stimulating, and 1t is an individual(s
own making of what it is.

So what 1s it? The $64,000 cuestion. [, after
many hours of brain racing, am led to believe that
SF is simply pure, unadultereated, undaunted and
unmistakeable "pleasure.’

"Define pleasure and you'll. define SF," some-
one shouts from the back. fell, pleasure can't be
defined except by the individuals who are actually
experiencing what the determine to be pleasure. It
can be defined in very broad terms, i.e. 'Satisfac
fon!, 'delight!, etc. Pleasure means many different
things to many different people as does SF. SF isa
confusing ideological expresston to define, it 1s
both factual and false and nelther. It is entertain-
ing and enjoyable, individualistically pleasurable.
[t can't be defined, but it can be classified. The
classification that SF can be placed into is that
of pleasure, and as 1t can't be defined in anything -



tut the broadest of terms, it can only be classified
aslbefngrabatofhistivaddafses and delights an individ-

ilan can't destroy SF in as much as he can't dest-
rdy pleasére. "t can be tzken atay,'it canbe senceals
ed, but it can't be destroyed. So, there you have it
SF classified not defined. |'ve presented the facts
to you, it's now up to you whether you accept them or
note 1'11 leave you with this saying; life is what
you make 1t and the biggest part of life is the
pleasures you experéence. lo be or not to beloes

[t's now entirely up to you.
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THE MAGAZINE OF FANTASY & SCYENCE FICTION

Nove = Dece 1977eueesess reviewed by David Strahan.

Charles L.Harness' new novel, WOLFHEAD, s divided
between these twc issues, and is the main subject of
this review. Before | discuss it, | will deal with
the other material in each issue.

The novellette in the Novenber issue, George Alec
Effinger's FROH DOUNTOUM AT-THE BUZZER, has quite an
anusing ending. It starts off a thought train which
asks what would happen if the earth was invaded by a
powerful alien force which was sympathetic to a rep~-
ressed faction of society.

The short stories in this issue range from indiff-
erent to irritating., At the irritating end of the scale
ts L. Sprague deCamp's SPIDER LOVE, which 1s about a
knight who goes off to slay a giant spider, but doesn't

because of a point of knightly conduct. With phrases like

"Aye, certes, thou hast right" popping up all over the
place, it makes tedious reading.

At the other end of the scale is Edward Hellen's
FURTHER DEPONEMT SAYETH NOT. It is a story concerning a
court reporter who does some private investegating and
finds she has enough ESP to be of Interest to the U.S.
governments It failed to grip.

The other stories, though a cut abave SPIDER LOVE,
are none of them distinguished.

The novelette in December's issue is Hichael Coney's
SPARKLEBUGS, HOLLY AND LOVE which is a sensitive tale of
the inhabitants of the Peninsula. Having read another
story set on the Peninsula (CATAPULT TO THE STARS), it
strikes me that it, in spirit, resembles J.G. Ballard's
"Wernillion Sands!: that is, no one ever seems to do
much work. the plece contains many fading celebrities,
and everyonz is always going to p artiess

KEW

ASSASSAINS, by Ron Goulart, starts off well by painting
an amusing but grim picture cf the future, when literature
means books like 'Perry Rhoden' or worse. Ultimately, the
story falls through its weak ending.

The other short story worthy of mention is Yppdy Allen's
THE KUGELiiASS EPISOBE. 1t is a very funny story about Kug=-
elmass, who can't stand his wife. He gets in touch with a
man who owns a remarkable cabinet; anyone who gets Into
this cabinet with a book, finds himself immediately trans-
ported into that book's world. He uses the cabinet with
Flaubert's 'iladame Bovary', but finds all the coples of
the book contain a new character called Kugelmass! He ends
up trapped in an old textbook called 'Remedial Spanish',
teing chased by a large, hairy, spindly-legged irregular
verb.

WOLFHZAD is set about three thousand years in the future
post nuclear holocaust. Two societies exist on the east
coast of America, One is above ground; its inhabitants'an-
cestors moved there three hundred years previously, when
the radiation had decreased to an acceptable Tevel. The
other is an underground city called Dis, and its inhabitants
are the descendants of the United Stares Government, who
sheltered there during the 'Desolation',

The undergrounders, as they are known, kidnap Jeremy
folthead's wife, Beatra, and shoot Wolfhead himself. He is
saved by the Brothers and it is found that his head wound
has awakened strong psi powers in him. Yolfhead is determin-
to rescue his wife. Because, over 3,000 years, the Under-
grounders eyes have adapted to the dark they use no 1light,
and for Wolfhead to use a light would be to announce his
presence to them. A piece of his brain tissue is inserted
into the brain of a dire wolf, which has good night vision,
and Yolfhead's psi powers enabln him and the wolf to talk
mentally, and him to use the wolf's cyes. Wolfhead's journey
into Dis isn't simply the story of his attempt to rescue
Beatra but is surrounded by a number cf arophecies by the
Brothers and fnvolves the inevitable destruction of one or
other of the two societiese

WOLFHEAD is an exciting - dare | say it7 - adventure
story, with a fairly complex but nevertheless fast-moving
plot. It is also very necat; everythinc fits into place,
and there are no obvicus inconsistencies. Not only is WOLF-
HEAD an enjoyable n vel, it is also original. The only
thing that is a bit cliched is the Brothers, but they are
handled well enough not to glare.

The novel is well-uritten (of course) and is worth your
money (well, mine certainly) whether you buy the two mag-
azines or wait until it comes out in early '78 in book form,
from Berkeley.

~-=000000000---
& UFO fanatic named Rod
Never speaks cf tiis incident odd:
As he surveyed the sky
These words he did spy;
"| wasn't an astronaut - God,"
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BLAKE'S 7...oviewed by Alison Lowes

{(1'ye extracted Klison's comments on episode 2
of "lakes's 7" from the main body of her letter to run
seperately as | wanted a review of this series which,
if you've been busy watching STAR "ARS, is written by
Terry Nation, responsible for "Survivors" - the novel
of which, coincidentally, |ve just finished reading
having thoroughly enjoyed it ~ the Daleks and other ep~
isodes of "Dr. Who", not to nentt-n REBECCA'S UORLD,
an interesting and excellent children's SF novel.))

Blake is a political dissident who has false charges
brought against him by the goverhment who then ship him
off to a convict planet - Alpha Cygnus - with a Joad of
other prisoners. Rumour has it that the ships never act-
ually reach their destination, but instead, when the
crew get into deep space they simply dump the priscners
out of the airlocks Naturally Blake tries to take over
the ship, and with the help of some others (notably a
computer expert and a spaceship pi]ot: who happens to be
female) he nearly succeeds.

The ruthless mate, however, soon puts a stop to this
by killing one of the other prisoners every 30 seconds
unless they come out of the computor room, which they have
taken. Naturally, this works, but | found it rather pre-
dictable, and guessed what would happen uhen the mate asks
the captain to be allowed to take any actlon he feels
necessary. Meanwhile the convict ship seems to have 1o,

aceldentally blundered into the middle of an allen spase .
hattel, and ends up besVde an allen spaceship, drifting

but 11feless, obviously a casualty of the battle. The allen
ship 1s ntact, and 1t s decided to boai 1 her, as such a
ship would apparently be very valuable back on earths (How-
ever, no mentlon 1s nade of whother the humars know of any «
other spaca-going race apart from thelrs, or \f this is
thelr first encounter with other racess If 1t s, | think
they take 1t rather ralnlys)

Anyway, ywo men are sent, via a transfer tube, to Yn«
vestegate the allen ship. low here was where they really
£e11 down. The two spacemen who went over wore no oxygen
nasks or respirators, although they didn't know what kind °
of atmosphere, \f any, existed on the other slde of the
alten hatch. After all, it uas only apparently intact, and
could easily have been holed on the battle. Whe the two men
get to the other slde of the hateh, however, fnstde the
alien ship, they report that the atmosphere 1s {ndeed
breathables tucky for them}

doomed to die, and so s 2 third
who s sent in after theme They apparently hear Tyoices!
or 'whisperings' In thelr heads, scream, then die, Tha Capw-
tatn s all for teaving the ship where it Is and continuing
to Alpha Cygnus, but the mate suggests they use Biake and
hts {wo friends to investigate furthers Can you see where
1t's leading? Heedless to sy, Blake overcomes the danger -
a strange allen mind-weapen, left, they think, as a defence
when the allens apandoned ship - and actually steal the
spaceshlp. The girl is 2ble to understand the allen controls
tn a ninute, and the nate gets his just desserts as we see
him half~way down the transfer tube when the ship disconn=
ects and flies offe

These two, however, are

Although rather predictable and cliched - Blake says he
w111 never be happy unt1l the earth 1s made free for thinking
and honest men - | pather enjcyed it, even 1f 1t doesn't
sound that way. There were a couple of silly mistakes, and
| couldn't make up my mind whether 1t was 'Dr. Who! or '19
90! standard, or what age group 1t was aimed at. However,
w1th a bit of Juck, it should shape up into something
worth continuing to watche

((The ncvalizatlon of BLAKE'S 7 by Trevor Hoyle 1s now
available from §phere.))
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BUT FIRST: Have YOU more money than sense?
or, to put it another way:

"Can you imagine the excltement of two suns at dawn?
The gentle murmarof crystal streams

Wanderéng through rose~carpeted valleysees

The fragrance cf the mist on emerald mountains;

The mystery of multiple eclipses;

The celestial grandeur of sapphire skies

in a double sunsetees”



THEN why not send $6.95 for a clalm certificate
for 100 acres of land an Alpha Centauri, That's
right ~ "Alpha Centaur! is much closer than you
think"..0.acoorording to famous, amazing and ast-
ounding scientific discoveries, this is where
people may, sometire, in the future, possibly,
be able to go "to get away from the perils of
pollutfon, overpopudation, nuclear holocaust, star
wars ((or Star Yars??)), and other possible disasters.”
The claim doesnft actually entitle you to anything
legally, but you do get a free T-shirt as well,

FORTHCOM{NG/NE: BOOKS:

From Orbit: (23rd, Feb.) DINOSAUR PLANET (Anne McCw
affrey); PERRY RHODAW 31; THE BEST OF EDNOND HAMIL-
TON; THE BEST OF LEIGH BRACKETT; THE BEST OF ROBERT
BLGCH.

From Grahada: (16th iarch) - THE PUPPIES [F TERRA
(Thomas Disch); FANTASHS aKD MAGICS (Jack Vance);
(6th April) PLANETS FOR SALE (A.E. Van Vogt); £7th
April) THE HARTIAN INCA (lan Watson); (23rd Feb)
SLAPSTICK (Kurt Vonnegut); KEEP THE GMRAFFE BURNe
ING (John STadek.

From Pan - (10th Blanch) ~ THE CUSTODIANS (Richard
Cowper); THE SHAPE OF SEX TO COME (ed. Douglas H111)
VISUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SF (ed. Brian Ash).

From Coronet: (6th March) - A SOIG FOR LY4 (George
rore Martin); (31st March) SLAVES OF HEAVEN (Ed-
nund Cooper); (Bth liay) THE HORLD SHUFFLER (Keith
Laumer).

Fron Methuen 23rd Feb) = SO BRIGHT THE VISION
(C1tffo~d D. Simak).

From Arrow: (20th March): THE SPELL SWOARD & DARK
OVER LANDFALL (Marion Zimmer Bradley)

Fron Sphere: (23rd March); CLOSE EiCOUNTERS OF THE
THIRD KIND (S. Spielberg & P. Mann); 1990 BO KS 1

§ 2 (M 1fred Greatorex); NAKED TO THE 8TARS (Gordon
R. Dickson; SPACE VIKING (H. Beam Piper); & BOOK OF
CONTEMPORARY NIGHTHARES (ed. Gilee Gordon); VELIK-
OVSKY REDISCOVERED (the editord of 'Pensee');, 27th
Aprily A FUNERAL FOR THE EYES OF FIRE (Michael
Bishop)s THE POUER OF BLACKNESS (Jack Williamson);
SHOCK! (Richard Matheson)

From Gollancz: (23rd Feb.) DYING OF THE LIGHT (George
R.R. Martin); (6th Apr1l) ROADSIDE PICNIC by Arkady
and Borls Strugatsky) - their PRISONERS OF POVER is
scheduled for 'later this summer'~ (11th May) ROGUE
MOON (Algls Budrys) - first British hardback version -
FOUR GREAT SF NOVELS (Arthur C. Clarke - omnibus edite
fon at £5,95 containing 'The City & the Stars: TThe
Deep “ange'; 'A Fall of Mocndust'; and 'Rendezvous
with Rama'. kecolour jacket by Chris Foss & a world
book selection.)

Ai1so currently available from Gollancz are THE VIEW FRON

SERENDIP (Arthur C. Clarke - 'a first approximation to an
autobiography'0 and the hardback version of 1990 by ¥il-

fred Greatorex. This of course is based an the TV serles

which is scheduled for repeat tn Harch.

Fron Mitchell Beazley: reissuc of THE NEW CHALLENGE OF THE
STARS ('a science fact Took at acience fictlon 'by Pat-
rick Hoore) ans LONE SLOAN & DELERIUS ('a future cult

book for SF fans! 11lustrated by PhiTT1ppe Druillet)

From NEL: (Feb 9th) THE SGRCERER (Eric Ericson); THE [N
CREDIBLE HELTING NAN(Phil Smith - the f1lm, by Columbia
Pictures is due for a major UK release 1n early 1978);
LAND UNDER ENGLAMD (SF Master series: Introduction by
Anthony Storr). ((sooory! author of that last one is of
course Joseph 0'Net11.))  (Harch 3rd ) CHILDREN OF DUNE
(Frank erbert) at last sees p/b publicaticn .

Also from NEL: Hardback reissue of STAR BEAST (r. A. Helm~
lein) and (Apri1) SNOUNAN (Normnan Bogner - *a riveting

no vel about the legendary Abominable Smowman); (May)
AMUSEMENT PARK (Robert Stuart Nathan - a futuristic park
which offers people a giant stage on which to play out their
fantasies); (June) THIN AIR (George E, Simpson & Neal R
Burger - a tale of perticipants in the Philadelphia Ex-
pertment in which the US Navy dlscovered [nstantaneous
Spatial Transferance) and THE BURROUGHS BESTIARY (David
Day, 11lustrated by Eric fowley ~ the first 11lustrated
bestiary of Rdgar Rice Burrough's imaginary beings. .

More Ynfo on THE NEW CHALLENGE OF THE STARS (above):
the Observer CoTour Supplement (5th Feb) ran a feature
on the excellent 11lustrations by DAVID HARDY ~ colour
plates of such phenomena as a star belng sucked Into a
black holee

Tw! tnteresting booklets from HeMeS.0. 1n the Tex~
plring! serfes: {iAl ON THE MOON and THE SOLAR SYSTEMi,

Fontana's EXPLORATI014S OF THE MARVELLOUS 1s a collect-
Yon of essays edited by Peter Nichols.

lilre new paperbacks: Brian Aldles THE MALACIA TAPESTRY
(Panther); Richard Kirk RAVEN: SYORDIISTRESS OF CHi0S
(Corg!); Terry Patchett THE DARK SIDE OF THE SUN (NEL).

John W. Campbell Award for the best novel of 1976 was
presented in October last year; 1st, THE ALTERATION (Ktngg-
ley Amis); 2nd, MAN PLUS (Frederik Pohl); 3rd YHERE LATE
THE SHEET BIRDS SANG (Kate WilheTm). Also recommended:

THE SP.iCE MACHINE (Cheis Priest); SHADRACH [N THE FURNACE
(Robert Stlverberg); BEASTS (John Crowley); ROADSIDE PICNIC
AND THE TALE CFTHE TROIKA (Arkady & Boris Strugatsky)

SF seems to have done quite well in the Christmas /New
Year vicwing programmes: BBC gave us n FLASH GURDON ser-<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>