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This issue of MATRIX is  dedicated, of course

to H a rrie t:

I hope she sees some th ings tha t w i l l  make her 

time happy

I t  a l l  comes In so fa s t i t  a l l  comes i n . . . .

She knows who she is  w ithout looking

She says 1t out happy when the fe e lin g  is  there 

She’ s an a l l  new person who says ju s t what she 
fe e ls

She’ s a fa t-fa ce d  goddess of nowhere....

From CHINA (Grace S lic k ) on the K antner/S lick 

album SUNFIGHTER.

For once, the e d ito r ia l is  not the la s t  b i t  o f MATRIX to 

be typed, so I may take the opportun ity to  spread myself a b i t  

and chat about nothing In p a r t ic u la r .  Things have been happen­

ing on and about the Island, the most im portant, of course be­

ing the a rr iv a l of H a rrie t E lizabeth at 2 p.m. on March the 

2nd ( r ig h t  p» t im e !) . At the moment she's beginning to re a lis e  

a t la s t th a t the re ’ s a whole world out there -  and th a t when 

she howls in  the evening Dad rushes from the typ e w rite r to  

pick her up. Most times, however, she ex is ts  In a s o rt o f e a t- 

sleep-excrete cyc le , pausing only to  gaze w isely at the chaos 

about her as i f  she knew something tha t would make sense o f 

i t  a l l ,  but is n ' t  t e l l in g .  A welcome add ition  to the fa m ily . 

(Thanks fo r  the card, Paul!)

Rosamund, meanwhile has discovered : my p ile  o f SF MONTHLYs 

and lea fs  through them at everyopportunlty burb ling  about ro ­

bots, spaceships and monsters -  Is  I t  true  tha t SF is  express­

ly  designed to appeal to m e n ta litie s  o f two and a quarter -  

or have 1 fa thered a being of rare and d isc rim in a tin g  taste? 

Draw your own conclusions. Mary, fo r  her p a rt, has overcome 

her aversion to  SF s u f f ic ie n t ly  to decide tha t she w a n ts to  

see CLOSE ENCOUNTERS, so as soon as H can be le f t  to sleep 

through the time i t  takes to v i s i t  the cinema, o f f  we go to 

see STAR WARS fo r  the non-SF-fancying 1n te l1egen ts ia .. . .

Casting my gaze outwards from the fam ily  c ir c le ,  what do 

I see? Could i t  be th a t SF has Made 1t???(aga in). As y o u ' l l r  

probably know, CLOSE ENCOUNTERS was given a Royal Premiere e r- 

formance. I have, of course, w r itte n  to  the Queen hoping th i ts  

she enjoyed the f i lm  and te l l in g  her obout the BSFA, so no 

doubt the next issue of MATRIX w i l l  appear w ith one of those 

funny "by appointment t o . . . . ” stamps. E ithe r th a t ,  or i t  won't 

appear at a l l  when I get arrested fo r  subversion, cheek, high 

treason, and being one of those naughty people who bought the 

sex p is to ls ' comment on our National Figurehead.

Bud: as well as having gained the U ltim ate Accolade, SF 

appears in some u n lik e ly  places, too . In th is  Issue, ^eT en 

Brown and Richard Bancroft take a no t-too -serious look a t some 

minor m anifestations of TVSF. I 'd  l ik e  to jump on the bandwagon 

and ta lk  about my fa v o u rite  TVSF programme -  namely, LUDVIG.

Ludvig, created by Minsk and Peter Lang, is  a cartoon char­

acter cu rren tly  showing on Granada TV to round o f f  the c h ild ­

rens programmes. H e /she /lt appears to be a mechanical ovoid 

l iv in g  with a number of small fu r ry  animals and b irds  of var­

ious descrip+1ons(obviously symbolic o f the p o s s ib il ity  of the 

technolog ica l and the natural reaching a true  harmony). Ludvig 

and fr ie n d s  are observed by a mysterious Ind iv idua l sporting  

dee rs ta lke r hat and binocculars who comments on the scene from 

time to tim e. From w ith in  Ludvig 's body appear when needed a 

m ultitude of arms and legs and objects such as tenn is rackets, 

yoyos, umbrellas and other th ings w ith which to amuse or ex­

asperate the various hedgehogs owls or rabb its  which share the 

glade. But who or what i_s Ludvig? A robot whh has escaped 

from service? An a lien? Vlhat is  the s ig n ifica n ce  of the observer? 

Obviously, deep metaphysical -quest tons "are bubbling under the .



su rface.,, anyway, H 's  nice to ooo'Hdvig ven 
Beethoven get a cred it fo r incidental music i>> 
a cartoon show.

There has also been some more onventional SF - 
by the time you get th is , THE HiTCH-HIKER's 
GUIDE TO THE GALAXY w ill have ended, A p ity: I 
hope you a ll heard i t  'R ’ dio 4) and enjoyed i t  
as much as I d id . A comedy space adventure, i t  
proved the point I sometimes make that radio is  
the ideal medium foe SF (and comedy). Could TV 

have given us a whale manifesting it s e l f  300 
miles above the surface of a planet (see Phi] 
S-P 's le tte r) or an evening out at the smart­
est resturant in the Universe to see the f in a l 
death of theentire cosmos? A lovely series - 
and scrub that word 'conventiona l'. It was on 
i t s  own; the la te s t in sc ien tic  speculation 
meets the oldest of jokes ....

Play of the week on March 15th was STaR- 
GnZY ON ZUMI'ERDOUN by John Fletcher. Despite my 
well-documented (see le tte re d  I) m istrust of 
violence I thought th is  lacked co n f lic t . Only in 
the la s t part where the history of the blocdy 
trans ition  to Utopia was surveyed was there much 
power. The mixture was strange. W illiam Morris' 

'News From Nowhere1 v is it s  'Undercurrents' maga- 
zine?Characters ta lk ing  lik e  19th century stereo­
types lived  in conjunction with computeri and a 
projected starsh ip .B lake 's Albion, Gerard '?1n- 
stan ley 's  Commonwealth was linked to 21st ecnt- 
ur£ technology, as Town and Counry engaged in 
r itu a l negotiations concerning th e ir services to 
each other. Perhaps the TUC and CB1 could take 
up the hint? I thought the whole thing complet- 

Ty loony and enjoyed i t  tremendously - but then, 
i t  depicted my ideal society. But why wasn't Rich­
ard Thompson given a cred it fo r h is song "The New 
St George", sung in the play?

This issue: le tte rs  and more le tte rs  p ilin g  in 
and as yet I don't know just how many remain to 
be typed! Consequently I'm not sure how long th is 
issue w ill be...MATRIX s t i l l  continues to look at 
fanzines, but instead of capsule reviews In the 
'Freeman' trad it io n , Roger Haddington takes a more 
in-depth look at recent issues of three fanzines 
emanating from the U.S. or Canada. Helping with the 
'Newshounds* are Paul Fraser, who has undertaken o 
inquiry into the a c t iv it ie s  of certain figures In 
the SF world who ce rta in ly  seem to be earning the ir 
ro ya lt ie s , and Maittin Hatfie ld , who has provided 
some Media Notes. Comments on a ll these new 'appoint­
ments' are welcome, please, as are comments on anything 
else you feel moved to comment on, and anything else 
you may feel moved to send me.

And don't forget the competition -  the prize for 
the winner being a paperback or an OBE depending ol^i, 
whether the Queen answers my le tte r!

MEMBERS'.

I'.'.IN TED.... P h ilip  K Dick - 'CoruessVenc o-F a Cra-p A r t is t ' 
'Cosmic Puppets, 'A Handful of Darkness1 ; "Rolling Stone" 
No. 199 6 fll/75 ; "Daily Telegraph Magazine 19/6/1975; 

Keith Roberts' -  'Inner 1'lheel1 ; "Etern ity" Vol 1 Nos.
2& 3; any issue of VERTEX (except 6/73 and 12/73; Back 
issues of .ALGOL (pre no.2 l), SFR (pre no. 4C); ALIEN 
CRITIC 4,5,6, (o rig ina l ed it! ns only); any issues of 

PSYCHOTIC and of RICHARD E GEIS.
If you can supply, contact Michael J Cross, 41, red- 

land Drive, K irk E lla , Hull HUfO 7UX.

The Leicester SF group is  putting out a fanzine, ETH- 
ERIEL SKIE which is  now ava ilab le . Ed ito r ia l consult­
ant is  Simon Green, 3/ St Laurence Rd, Bradford on Avon 
Qi Its .

R .l. Barycz' YCZnc. 1 is  availab le fo r trade/SAE from 
16, Musgrave Rd, "ew Cross Gate, London SE14 5PH.(("Here 

I was counting on a nice pat on the head from o l1 F a l l­
ib le  & now I learn that he's shuf. led off to draw his 
pension & my l i t t l e  zine is  going to be exposed to 
the tender mercies of someone sound In wind and sharp 
of tooth. I t 's  not fa ir "  .'ell I don't review fanzines 
but I enjoyed th is  bundle of somewhat lunatic ramblings 
on such subjects as a discussion of Man as God's f i r s t  
zine. Recommended.))

STEEV HIGGINS, 18, St Austell Ave, Tyldesley, Greater 
Manchester H29 7FY, pHns to sta rt a fanzine th is 
summer and welcomes contributions on such subjects as 
comics, rock music, modern a rt, modern poetry and other 
areasaof contemporary cu lture, as well as SF.

DnVE COBBLEDICK's fanzine TIOFART is  now availab le 
(he's our membership sec. so his address is  on the prev­
ious page), and he's looking fo r contributions fo r fu t ­

ure issues.

She 'a lte rna tive  arts magazine' LUDDS MILL is  a v a il­
able from Andy Darlington, 44 Spa Croft Road, Teal! s t. 
Ossett, Qest Yorks VIF5 CHE. The current Issue (14) con­

ta ins poetry, an a r t ic le  on jazz musician Bix Beiderbeicke 
and more. Mmong the goodies scheduled fo r issue 15 are 
s to rie s  by BA..RINGTGN J BAYLEY and STEVE SNEYD.

S.P.U.D.S.??? The purpose of S.P.U.D.S. is  to help 
the amateur publisher to exchange his material fo r that 
of other amateur publishers. ne can select the public­
ations he prefers and his choice Is not restricted  to 
SF. The f i r s t  three months of membership are free, with 
no obligation to remain a member. For more de ta ils  of 
SPUDS., send S.A.E. to J .S . Cairns, 15 Brinkburn St, 
Sunderland SR4 7RG. For membership (and l i s t ,  when 
published), send F/C S.A.E. with deta ils  of your pub- 
lic a t lo n /s , including weight.

And with that came th is  cryp tic message... "BSFA 
member "X" has completed a novella "E.N.R." and hopes 
that i t  w ill be published next year, i f  only in a



"limited ed1-ti«rrk A-start novel "Memory of To­
morrow", is almost ready for public perusal and 
another book, "That Mi eke Magic" has been start­
ed. IMeke (pronounced Meeky) is the heroine of 
a ll three stories, which are s..t 1n the future,"

(Anon,)

PHIL STEPHENSEN-PAfk, 'Lindon1 , 1, Lewell 
Ave, Cid Marston, Oxford is interested in 
buying secondhand SF bibliographical material 
of almost any nature.

Why net mention i t . . . . .  the Liverpool Echo 
(28/3/78) carried a short interview with Your 
Editor concerning SF, the BSFA, and NOT ufos....

are producing. Please ra lly  to the cause. Steve's address: 
84, Marston Rd, Stafford, Staffs ST16 3BY. If  we can keep 
him busy enough he might not have time to attend the Queen 
gig; should stop him gloating!

The Nottingham SF Group's magazine SCIENCE FICTION FORUM 
is available, containing an artic le  on Jack Vance, part 3 
of a long artic le  on Philip K Dick, with an update to the 
Diuk Bibliography as well-as-book reviews and f ’ cflon. Av­
ailable from Howard Davies at 42, Park Road, Lenton, Nott­
ingham.

The Ribble Valley SF Group meat on the last Sunday of each 
month at 12 noon at the Commercial Hotel, CUtheroe, Lancs.

W-X-XX-X-XX-X-HWi- X X X X X X X IHHHHHH K  X*X *  * * * * * X XX X *

CCMPETITI N TIME!!!!!

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
WRITERS (ANTED...........
MITCH LEVY, 108 Evelyn Ave, Ruislip, HA4 8AQ, 
writes: "I am one of the driving fore- behind 
a prospective magazine, called the Science Ficiion 
Effect. We are a group of determined students who 
want to produce a high class SF magazine, revol­
ving around up and coming authors and artis ts . 
At the moment the magazine is in a state of flux, 
as there is too T ittle  literature for even two 
issues. The magazine, we hope w ill eontain the 
following types of story, hard core SF, Science 
Fahtasy, Sword & Sorcery, and possible one-offs 
on Fashion, weaponry etc. -le are a ll very enthus­
iastic to see the magazine off the ground, but 
the delicate question of money creeps in; we're 
a ll doing this fo r nothing, and cannot pay for,the 
manuscripts we accept, unless the publishing goes 
ahead. But i f  anyone wants to send us their stor­
ies, then we would like to haar from them on this 
basis."
* * * * * » 4 . t * X * * * » * * X * t H H ^ X * X ^ H H « H r t * X ^ « * iH t * * * O '* * » - X * *  

RTC EXTRAS ....from  B ill L it t le .

SFEaR is the public tion of the Norwich SF group, 
a very impressive bOpage plus fanzine, well loaded 
with some equally impressive fictionm especially In 
issue two. anyone wanting a copjt -  and I can heartily 
recommend i t  -  send a PC for sround b5p to Alan Mar­
shall, I Trandall Rd, Sprowston, Norwich.

ETHEREAL SKIE is produced by the Leicester SF group. 
I t 's  a l i t t le  slimmer than SfEAR, but no less en­
thusiastic. Contains a very funny look at the role 
of beer 1n science fic tion  ("Mild is a arsh Mis­
tress") by (believe i t  or not) Red-nosed Mulligan. 
Also contains fic tio n  and excruciating jokes. Its 
priced at 35p which includes p&p- Drop a line to 
Tony Cullen, 43 Station Rd, Kirby Muxloe, Leicester 
LE 9 9EL.

Steve Cowperthwaite has requested material for a 
fanzine called KADFlyer, that the Stafford Group

OK all you hundreds of people who are keen puzzle-solvers 
and love nothing better than pitting your wits against 
some fiendish task, here is this issue's competition. Below 
you w ill see a l is t  of book t it le s . Only they aren't the 
reql t it le s ! Rearrange the letters to find the t i t le  of a 
book by a major British author of SF. Five t it le s , five 
authors, old and new. Send In your snswer to the MATRIX ed­
ito ria l address and the f i r s t  correct entry w ill win a 
prize.

AND SOFT SHE RAMS

HE VIEWED ROCK HARTS

HEY THAT OFFSIDE DRIFT

STEVI BRILLO

THE WRATH WORLD FOES 

anyone sending in mss of novels under those tit le s  w|11 be 
disqualified!

I ,  l x V V vl w V u b* V- W V M U V V M W M V V V u y  W V U It U. ■ < U M M W U M W W W V »  M. M V. u_y.-M_M._l* y.y.w  u V st., Vs fl'fl ft fl* fl' fl W A f l A A J in  fl f l fl fl A ft  A K f l  4  "  fl A H fl' -flTv 7w fl ' 1 fl f l X n A  n K  fl jpfl t v f t TwJT i f  xv

Some book news just arrived from NEL: Their May 22nd l is t  
includes reissues of HAVE SPACESUIT, WILL TRAVEL and GLORY 
ROAD (Heinlein); WARLORD OF MARS (Edgar Rice Burroughs); 
THE GODMAKERS (Frank Herbert) and CREATURES CF THE OUTER 
EDGE (Jerome Clark S Loren Coleman).

Geoff Love & his Orchestra have recorded STAR JARS & OTHER 
SPACE THEMES; includes STAR TREK, SPACE 1999. (Music for 
Pleasure).

oooOOOooo
t

And now a serious b it. One member has complained that on 
recieving his mailing i t  always turns out to have been op­
ened and re-sealed, probably by GPO men looking fo r smutty 
mags or something. Has this happened to anyone else? If  so, 
le t Tom Jones or myself know and i f  th is turns out to [je 
a widespread practice we'll have a word with the Post ffice  
Consultative Committee. Thanks. ((Andy))

-4-



*£ SF YOU MAY HAVE MISSED........ 7? **
fr HHt s.-*** »****+!•**-**-****< ##»»***** ****** *

SF IN THE UNDER-FIVES TV PROGRAMMES....by Helen 
Brown.

Two Ingredients are needed to make such a 

study. Tfce f i r s t  is a s+rnng desire to know what 

your child is watching. I was 10 before I watch­

ed TV on a regular basts, so that I hadn’ t any 

knowledge of what TV could do to a ch ild ’ s mind. 

I was strongly Influenced at an early age by a 

doddery old science teacher who believed that TV 

was a pervcrter of young minds, and a to ta l waste 

of time. I f  my child was to watch TV, so was I, 

to see .hat evil i t  would do.

The second Ingredient Is a starvation of SF 

novels. Not due to a lack of them, but lack of 

time because of the aforementioned ch ild ’ s de­

mands. So I watch these programmes, hoping fo r a 

l i t t l e  SF stimulation. I f  you look hard enough 

i t  can be found.

is  a quick t r ip  to the past, or a person/creture Is summon­

ed from the past. Is th is card a mlnlture time-machine? Or 

a pact with the devil? Perhaps I see more into the magic 

card than a child would. Yet the fact that a child w ill 

accept that something so small can do something sp power­

fu l must be a step In the direction of accepting the tech­

nology of minlturasation.

There are some programmes that by no stretch 

of the Imagination tan an SF theme be found in. 

These are the ones that deal with everyday l i fe .

The other side of the coin is the fantasy with 

enough basis in real l i f e  to le t the child cross 

the bridge from Its  world tn the makebel1 eve one. 

These Include CHORLTON AND THE '4HEELIES and M -  

FIE. These two have one thing In common -  the 

wicked witch. The goodies are the t i t le  charact­

ers -  Chorlton is the ever-happy dragon who lives 

In VJheeTy Land. The Wheelies are animated toys on 

wheels, and happy they are. To destroy this happin­

ess is the desire of the witch, and the plot of th is 

series. In MUMFIE, the witch doesn’ t  like  the good 

manners of the l i t t l e  elephant Mumfie, and seeks 

to capture them.

In between are the more SF oriented ones. I ' l l  

deal with a few Indiv idually. What better to begin 

with than the arriva l of a spaceship, and out come 

four aliens who can talk English, and sing, too? 

Their tales are a ll on the theme of how helpful 

they, and, with the aid of the ir magic guitar, 

they help us Earthlings. They are known as ANIMAL 

QUACKERS. The aliens, called Bongo, Boots, Rory, 

and Twang, are portrayed by actors instead of the 

more common animated puppets, or cartoons. These 

creatures are very sim ilar to Earth animals except 

fo r small details, e.g. Rory, who looks like  a 

Hon, is blue. The programme bfings spaceships 
(a lbe it a flying-saucer shaped one) and the stars 

a l i t t l e  closer to the under-fives.

Another super-animal Is ISSl NOHO, a panda. He 

can, with the aid of a small card with numbers, 

make up an appropriate poem, add the appropriate 
number, and the result, a fter a blinding flash,

The subject of Time-machines brings me to MR BENN. His 

connection with the past is theough a costume shop. He goes, 

picks up a suitable costume, be I t  cowboy, knight, or ast­

ronaut. and takes i t  to a changing ream. After putting I t  

on, a door leads on to the correct milieu -  19th century 

America, 14th century. England, 21st century spaceship. 

After his adventure the shopkeeper appears, to guide him 

back to his own time via lhe correct door. Is th is  really 

timetravel, or does he just dream with the aid of a special 

drug? MR BENN Is a cartoon series, and the lovely part is 

that no attempt is made to explain that entering a doorway 

can lead to a d ifferent time-zone. I t  reminds me of THE 

DOOR INTO SUMMER, and THE CORRIDORS OF TIME.

Telepathy is not forgotten. BAGPUSS Is a saggy, baggy 

old cloth cat who is brought to l i f e  by a chant from his 

owner. In the live  state he can te l l  stories by mental pic­

tures which a ll his friends can see and experience. His 

friends have been brought to l i f e  by the seme chant that • v 

revived him - they are mlge, a rag do ll, a wooden woodpecker 

and a toad. The mice ask agpuss to visualize what an ob­

ject they have found fo r. They then experience his v is­

ualization. The experience can be so v iv id  that sometimes 

they ask to have i t  stopped. I t  Is remeniscert of TELEPATHIST 

(THE WHOLE MAN), taking one’ s friends into fugue and not 

coming out (" ... .d u s t on the ir eyeballs.")

Let us go back to aliens among us with BARBAPAPA. These 

aliens are blobs, with eyes, who are shapechangers. Fort­

unately they are friendly and use the ir powers to preserve 

the environment, and shun adult humans. The barbas are nine 

In to ta l, Barbamama, Garbapapa and seven youngsters with 
descriptive names such as Barbastrong or Barbabells. They 

have empathy with Earth animals and help them fo r the aiausc-t 

meat of the Earthling children.

I f ,  however, you wish to v is it  other planets, I t  can 

be done. THE CLANGERS are endearing creatures who commun­

icate by w histle-llke sounds. A translation is supplied, 

to the amusement of the under-fives. I must te l l  you about 

the last one I watched. An Earth spaceship (a duplicate 

of the LEM) lands on the ir planet. The astronaut collects 

rocks as the Clangers watch from the ir holes. They feel 

sorry fo r him only finding rocks. They give him some of 

the ir preclo.s blue-string pudding. Do you know what that 

naught astronaut did s fte r getting tangled up in the string 

and fa llin g  In the Soup.- Dragon’ s soup? Ha took o ff In 

his spaceship with great haste! Yes! He did, and without so 

much as a goodbye!

By th is time you w ill be ju s tif ie d  in thinking that .I'm 

neurotic about SF. 1 think I am. The causes'must be obvious, 

I stated them at the beginning -  watching too much TV and 

not reading enough SF.



((And continuing our ligh t-hearted look at 
SF you may have missed, h e re 's . . . . ) )

THE TVSF SD., . .  by Richard Bancroft.

many moons ago TVSF began to amuse and iaspire 
us through i ts  e ffo rts  to dish up propaganda c o ll­
ective ly  called the TVSF A.'. At f i r s t ,  robots dance 
puppet-like in th e ir  ecstatic praise of the universal 
ambrosia -  Wondermash. Plncered, positron ic, even 
Kerm it-like  in appearance they ro ll  and b e lly -  
laugh at us poor humans and our inadequate urge fo r  
survival based on the dinosauric potato. Various 
other models on the work assembly line  creating 
more of th e ir  likenesses test the neurosynaptic 
stim ulating gas clouds extracted from the cylinder 
mannikin. Meanwhile the bosses are on vacation in 
Wonder.'.'1 Butlin land. Two we know by name, that in ­
fla te d  duo Toot and Ploot, those aliens a ll the way 
from ^enus who accompany a human host in th e ir  
f r o l ic  and fun. Some humans must leave fo r home 
and one 2.4 family un it are given the once-over 
by an ALIEN CRAFT from another galax^ (|ype UFO - 
tintversal inverted f ly in g  saucer with i ts  meat 
ba lls  tr ia n g u la tive ly  hanging out) fo r  the express 
purpose of scanning th e ir  ground car, a superb 
technological miracle, the Toyota carriage.

•latching over theor gastronomic needs the humans 
re ly  on super-human hero the ’ Cross and Blackwell 
Super-Soup Man’ , an in fe r io r  version of the childrens' 
super safety-hero the Green Cross Code Man ( la te r  
to become the hooded breath of death -  Darth Vader) 
who outstrips the well-known supermart super-hero 
who, not unlike the UFO, nearly has h is....hanging 
out.

Is there nothing new in SF?

?????????????????????????????????????????????????? 
* * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

*  ROUND THE CLUBS........ with BILL LITTLE. *
< ■»» « ><**»«* ******* ****** H MW > ******* **************

Sorry to have to kick o ff the feature with an 
apiology, but I th ink one is  necessary fo r the omi­
ssion of th is  heretofore regular feature from the 
la s t issue of MATRIX. The reasons are complicated, 
but Andy’ s succinct phrase, used a couple of issues 
ago, "an adm inistrative cock-up11, would seem to 
cover i t  .quite w ell. I ' l l  make sure i t  doesn't hap­
pen again.

On with the show... arrying on a fte r DC's in t ­
eresting s ta rt is n 't  something I've  found too easy. 
The fa c t that he's at the other end o f;the  country 
has made the take-over a 1 t i t l e  d i f f ic u l t ,  but I 
hope I've  overcome that now. Things are moving, 
and the le t te rs  flowing in . Keep them coming ple­
ase. To those local groups who have already g iv­
en Dave de ta ils  of th e ir  set-up, can I ask fo r  up­
dated information fo r  fu tu re  editions of RTC?. To

anyone who'd jus t lik e  to exchange te tte rs  from the c lib  point 
of view -  I 'd  be delighted to hear from you. Alan Marshal, of 
the Norwich group is keeping In close contact with our own 
Stoke on Trant SF society, and, 1 believe, the R'bble ^alley 
group. I t 's  a nice th ing, th is  exchange of le t te rs , and I hope 
I can encourage a ll those groups who are out in the cold, or 
fee l that they are. to drop a lin e  to any other group, via me 
at f i r s t .  I t  can be a f r u i t f u l  exchange, I assure you.

Just a few things before we get to the club 'p r o f i le ' . . .  
Alan Marshal has asked me to pass on that the Norwich SF Soc­
ie ty  has a new Venue. They meet at the 'Champion' public house, 
Chapelfield Ro, every Wednesday.

Tony Freeman, of the UMIST SF&F Society te l ls  me that his 
group has a high proportion of overseas students who w ill be 
returnihg to th e ir  respective countries when the course ends,so 
I f  anyne has any information about the SF scene, and any organ­
ized groups, in countries lik e  India, Malaya, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka, please le t  me know and I ' l l  pass the word to Tony. A 
golden opportunity to spread the fiord to other countries.

Richard Bancroft of the Rlbble Valley SF Group te l ls  me that 
his group meet once a month, on the las t Sunday In each, though 
I ’ m not quite sure where the venue Is . Enquiries to Richardat 
7, Noone Lane, C lltheroe, Lancs. They are hoping to produce a 
fanzine, Po laris , and look lik e  having Mike Coney as Honorary 
P resident...

This Issue features the Stoke on Trent SF Society. I must 
confess I did have in i t ia l  doubts about the 'e th ic s ’ of doing 
a piece on the group I belong to , but DC te l ls  me that we were 
slated to go Into th is  issue, so what the h e l l . . .  Mind you, just 
so that I don't go completely overboard, I ' l l  pretend, fo r  th is  
item at least, that I'm not the secretary of the Society and I 
know nothing at a ll about i t .

The Chairman, Chris H all, formed the society, organized a 
twelve-month programme of events, and launched the inaugural 
meeting in December 1976. Thirty-p lus fo lks  turned up at that 
one, but regular attending membership soon settled  and s ta b il­
ised at around th irte en , though fu l ly  paid-up membership Is up 
around the twenty-plus mark.The society meets on the f i r s t  Tues­
day In every month at the UEA, Cartwright H use, Hanley, meet­
ings s ta rtin g  at 7.45pm. The atmosphere, even when guest speak­
ers attend, is  always relaxed and Informal and puts no pressure 
on the casula atteflder -  something, Chris says, they want to 
encourage. The alms are to bring SF to as large an audience as 
possible in the SoT area, and to fu rthe r th is  aim. the society 
are engeged in producing a play (SF, of corse) fo r  broadcast on 
local radio. I t  won't win the society a Grammy award or anything 
lik e  th a t, but i t  w ill  getSF, and the group, considerable pub­
l i c i t y .  More about th is  project as i t  comes to hand.

H ighlights from 1977 Included ta lks from experts on subjects 
as diverse as UFO’ s and the "High F ron tie r" space colonisation 
programme. Chris wisely le f t  room fo r  the members to have in ­
formal chats on Isaac Asimov, music and a rt in SF, and, believe 
I t  or not, "Ten Favourite S tro lee", meetings which rea lly  broke 
the ice among the newcomers and set the year o ff to an encourag­
ing s ta r t .

Naturally, funding the group was/is a problem, though the 
society showed in it ia t iv e  by going ahead and organising a sponsor­
ed walk which raised £60+ fo r  group funds and allowed them to 
rea lise  a few ambitions and book a couple of well-known authors 
fo r  th e ir  1978 programme: Terry Greenhough in March (and also

-6 -



h lp e fu l ly  In Oct/Nov to  present the p rize s  

in  the  s h o r t-s to ry  com p e titio n  the S oc ie ty  
Is  s ta g in g ) ,  and Bob Shaw in  May. F ired  by 

these accomplishments (and a bank balance 

h e a lth i ly  in  the b la c k , i t  roust be added) 

C h ris  Is  a lready  dreaming o f asking the 
"Unorthodox Engineer" h im se lf along to g ive  

us a chat -  C o lin  Kapp. A fu r th e r  measure 

o f the am b itions o f th is  lo c a l group Is  

t h e i r  plan to  stage an annual P ub lic  Lect­

ure f o r  the people o f Stoke on T ra n t. Plans 

are w e ll advance to  in v i te  a famous name 

speaker to  le c tu re  on some aspect o f science 
-  something along the lin e s  o f the annual 

Royal S oc ie ty  le c tu re s ,  though on a sm a lle r 

s c a le . C h"fs  b e lie ve s  tn a t t h is  is  the s o r t  

o f th in g  th a t  not on ly engenders good pub­
l i c i t y ,  but could a lso  ga in SF a more res­

pectab le  image.
The S oc ie ty  does produce a p u b lic a t io n  

though at the  moment i t  cou ld best be des­
c rib e d  as an in fo rm a l newsheet. Plans are 
a fo o t io  expand i t  g ra d u a lly  (c o s t,  again 
has to  be c a re fu lly  watched) in to  something 

more a m b it io u s x la te r in  the year to  co inc id e  
w ith  the s h o r t-s to ry  c o m p e tit io n . Fanzine read­

ers be warned!
Members have access to  a l ib r a r y  which to ta ls ,  

a t p resen t, about 100 volumes. A d d itio n s  o f new pap­

erbacks are made each month, as w e ll as BSFA m a te ria l 

and SF magazines. Tapes are a lso being added to  the l i b ­

ra ry ,  in c lu d in g  a record  o f the proceedings a t each meet­
ing  ( f o u r - le t t e r  words and a l l ) ,  ju s t  f o r  p o s te r ity .

No s o c ie ty  is  complete w ith o u t an annual o u tin g , and one 

Is  c u r re n t ly  being o rgan ised . Since B lackpool can ha rd ly  be reg­

arded as the Mecca o f the SF w o rld , members w i l l  be descending up­

on the c a p ita l in  la te  Nay. As I f  th a t w asn 't bad 

enough, th e y ’ l l  a l l  be ta k in g  r e la t iv e s .  A s o r t  

o f 'b r in g  the w ife 1 da y -ou t.
On the broader scene, C h ris  H a ll Is  anxious 

to  hear from o ther groups, and would l ik e  to  see 

the  fo rm a tio n  o f a w idespread, in fo rm a l 1 n te r-c lu b  

exchange lead ing  to  the estab lishm en t o f c lo s e r  

l in k s  between a l l  lo c a l c lo b s . A lready l in k s  are 

a -fo rm ing  w ith  the Norwich group as a r e s s l t  o f 

DC*s la s t  fe a tu re  on them, and i t  would be n ice  

to  th in k  th a t th is  coaid expand.
Stoke on T rent SF S o c ie ty , though not q u ite  

two years o ld ,  have se t themselves im pressive ta r ­
gets and have, I th in k ,  the d r iv e  and determ in­

a t io n  to  see them re a lis e d .  They have padsed a 

v ia b i l i t y  c r is is  and seem to  be se t to  go from 

s tre n g th  to  s tre n g th , embership may be on the 
small s ide  a t tw en ty , But i t ' s  r e a l ly  what those 

twenty can accomplish th a t m a tte rs . A n ice c lub 

to  belong to .
Anyone wanting to  exchange m u tte rings  on any 

th in g  ra ise d  In th is  l i t t l e  ske tch , w e ll,  please 
con tact the Chairman, C h ris  H a ll,  a t 33 P e te rs - 

f i e l d  Road, C h e ll, Stoke on T re n t. He'd be very 

pleased to  hear from you.

Any of you group chairpersons/spokespersons (and I know 

the re  are about tw e n ty -th re e  o f you out th e re ) wanting to  drop 

me a l in e ,  please fe e l f r e e .  Thanks. See you next tim e around.

( B i l l  L i t t le )

And now...THE ROGER WADDINGTON FANZINE COLUMN.((So-called be- 

cause I ha ven 't tim e to  t k ‘<nk o f a sranrt-ass t i t l e ! ) )

THE NATIONAL FANTASY FAN: V o l. 37, No.6 (December 1977) 

(Joanne B urger, 55 Blue Bonnet C t . ,  Lake Jaekson, Texas 77566 

USA. Dues: ^3 per years .

As the o f f i c ia l  c lu b z in e  o f the N a tiona l Fantady Fan Fed­
e ra tio n  (o r  the  N3F, f o r  the blessed sake o f s h o rtn e ss !) th is  

cou ld  be sa id  to bear some r e la t io n  to the z ines put ou t In 

the  name o f the BSFA on th is  s ide  o f the  pond; and c e r ta in ly  

they have much In common, besides being z ines of o ld  and e s t­

a b lish ed  o rg a n is a tio n s , weighed and u s u a lly  found wanting in  

the very span o f t h e ir  yea rs ; and they do keep on coming o u t, 
unabated!

There 's 85 mlmeoed pages-worth in  t l } is  Issue , cove ring  the 

whole remarkable range o f N3F a c t iv i t i e s ,  and read ing  very 
much l i k e  a company re p o r t  where th e re 's  been another succes . fu l



year, a report from the Chairman, the financ ia l 

s itu a tio n  and a b r ie f reminder of the alms of 
the company; and th is  Is where the N3F has been 

c r it ic is e d , that I t  sps»d» too much time jus t 
c h ro n ic lin g  and not enough In the cut-and-ihmict 

of debate, not agreeing but decreeing; though 

with the wide continent that America 1s, from sea 

to shining sea as th e i" " it lo n a l anthem has I t ,  

and the resu lting  gap In communlcat’ on from fan 
to fan, from group to group, I t  couldn 't re a lly  

be anything else! But the reports f i l l  most of the 

Issue, from a ll the 18 d lf fe re n j projects and 
departments, from the Birthday ard Project 
through the N3F Historian by way of tho Round 

Robin through to the Met committee, and a ll In te r­

mingled with Con reports, book revieww and reports, 

fa n z i’ ° news, SF games; almost staggering In Its  

scope!
Though th is  Is n 't  a l l .  Their le tte rz ine  

TIGHTBEAM reads lik e  th e ir  Matrix to the TNFF . 

Vector, and shows th e ir  less serious side -  
where even Matrix might fear to tread! -  with 

le t te rs  from the members, occasional book reviews 
and a rtic le s  -  Including one very useful one la s t­

ing and reviewing the Hugo nominees -  and a gen­

eral a ir  of unrestrained lunacy, only held togeth­

er by the e ffo rts  of the editor in the shape of 
Lynne Holdom; th is  is  the warm and welcoming rea l­

i t y  of the N3F, where the drive and enthusiasm of 

I ts  members rea lly  shines through,
Maybe a s lig h t correction: TNFF could be th e ir 

'ec to r i f  they didn’ t  Ignore the open-ended f ie ld  

of higher SF c r it ic is m , In concentrating (.maybe 
wisely) on providing a service fo r  th e ir  neofan 

members, nurturing them u n til they can take part 

In the long and often bloody debates that the 

rest of fandom enjoys. The N3F has often been c r i t ­

icised fo r being a calm sea in the raging ocean 

of fandom, but how else can we tra in  the gener­

ations of fen to come without having them run 
screaming from fannish l i f e  as I t  Is?

So th is  Issue Is a marvellous Insight Into 

how much the N3F can o f fe r ,  over and above the 

BSFA, Write to Joanne Burger, enclose an IRC, 

te l l  her you're Interested in jo in ing , and see 
ju s t what the N3F is a ll about! I t  might seem 

lik e  the annecessary security of b e lt and braces, 

to be added to the benefits of the BSFA; but be­

lieve  me, 1t can add a whole new dimension! Too, * 

the dues are going up la te r  th is  year, by common 

consent. So i t  might be wise to act now, 

BOOWATT No. 24 (November 1977) 

Garth Edmond Danielson, 616-415 Edison, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba R2G 01113, Canada.
(Show of In te res t, or i f  you must, $2 fo r  6 Issues)

Boowatt has long been regared as the archetpal 

crudzine, that far-from -mythical en tity  where the 

mediocrity of the w ritin g  is on lf matched by the 

I l le g ib i l i t y  of the reproduction; though unlike the

res t of that motley crew, taking In the view from foung and 

eager fen with th e ir  f i r s t  mimeo to established fen who should 

knew better, Issue a fte r issue has been brought out with pan­

ache, drive, and a refusal to admit that there could possibly 

bo onyihfng higher to alm a t! (And Indeed, crudzines form a 

very necessary part of fandom, fo r  who hasn’ t  balked at Locing 

a big, th ick and glossy zine f i l le d  with big names and big 

'p in ions from both pro and fan? Whereas Locing a crudzine does 

mean tha t anything you w rite  can only seen great lite ra tu re  
by comparison!)

But Boowatt has been changing these past few issues; un­

dergoing that sea change that comes upon a ll fen, exposed to 

the e ffo rts  of those few who make th e ir  fanzines something to 

be proud o f, a rt as well as communication. The ro t set Is the 

Xmas before las t when, along with the usual mind-boggling in ­

a n itie s , there came a l i t t l e  gem of a book, both In size and 

In ten t; his "Xmas Booke" fo r 1976 with his w ritten  Impressions 

c.f the joys of Xmases past, and the tipped-in illo e s  of Stu 
Gilson and Stephen Riley ( i f  such a bib liographic term can be 

applied to the productions of fandom!), and since then he hasn't 

known when to stop! Last Issue had bubble-gum cards of 

CHARLIE'S ANGELS and SPACE 1999 scattered ta s te fu lly  through­

out the pages ( i f  you can describe SPACE 1999 as taste fu l -  

there are stronger words? together with a bound-in, fu l l - c o l ­
our to u r is t brochure of Manitoba and a p is te r of Canada's only 

longjohn superhero, Captain Canuck. This Issue had two l im i t ­

ed edition  p rin ts  of the work of Larry Todd (a very up-and- 

coming a r t is t ,  judging from the qua lity  of these example?) and 

a set of postcard size p rin ts  featuring the savage va rie ties  

of Xmas 2076 from the warped imagination of Tim Boxell; pot 

to mention a press-out, s lo t-toge ther Valentine, which may have 

been e n tire ly  personal; so don't believe that date 'lne!

But the evidence p lies up that Garth has decided that the 

medium Is as important as the message, that you can maybe ex­

cuse a lo t i f  I t  's  presented in an o rig ina l way; and with 

the heart-search’ ng yet u ltim ate ly  joyous impressions by Mae 

Strelkov of the short and happy l i f e  of her son Danny printed 

w ith in , Boowat+ 1? rap id ly  approaching a state of high a r t !  

Too, Garth has !'aen reported in another fanzine (through a review 

of the same) with an a rt ic le  on brands of beer, as w riting  

somewhere up to the standard of the rest of us mortals; so 

that change might yet be reflected In his own zine!

I t 's  ce rta in ly  a zine to fo llow ; w ell, a fte r you'v.e been 

down so fa r ,  the only way Is up!

YANDRO 241 (December 1977)

Robert & Ju lia  Coulson, Route 3, Hartford C ity , Indiana 47348, 

usa.

Yandro has been a fannish in s t itu t io n  almost from the 

f i r s t  of those 241 Issues -  making 1t one of the oldest of 

fanzines s t i l l  V. existence -  and even gathering a Hugo on the 

way. That logevity is , I suggest, not due to such important 

aspects as have been widely debated w ithin fandom, such as the 

excellence of the production, or even the high level of SF 
c r it ic is m  (which In th is  zine is  put where i t  belongs, among 

the bo>k reviews), but that i t  hasn't aimed too high, or even 

too low; I t 's  just gone along as easy and comfortable as an 

old shoe, brought out when its  editors have f e l t  l ik e  doing 

another Issue, and not In response to pressure. And somewhere a
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along the way. they 've  gathered a grew of 11 ke-mlnd- 

ed LoCers and con tribu to rs  who w isely concentate on 

the l i t t l e  th ings of l i f e  ra ther than the personal­

i t ie s  who would s tr id e  g ia n t- l ik e  across so many 

pages. A dm itted ly, Buck Goul so. has garnered a rep­

u ta tion  fo r  being an abrasive, b i l ly -g o a t-g ru f f  ed­

i t o r  and fan ; but don’ t  you be lieve I t !

And Indeed, Yandro h’ s changed very l i t t l e  from 

tha t day to th is ;  the passing of the years only not­

ed by the fa c t  tha t th e ir  th ir te e n  year old son 

who s ta rted  h is own nCoulumn” In th e ir  pages is  

now absent in  the issue through h is job in  the 

loca l cable TV; plus the mention of another book 

r o l l in g  o f f  the Coulson ty p e w rite r !

This issue is  a case in p o in t. I t  has a snow- 

tppped t i t l e  logo In honour of the season and shows 

Chewbacca, the Bookie from S tar Bars, w ith a c o lle c ­

t io n  o f l i t t l e  Darth Vader masks hung on t in s e l,  

in  lie u  of s i lv e r  b a lls ;  and though the paper is  

in  a ta s te fu l shade of green Instead of th e ir  tra d ­

i t io n a l ndog vomit ye llow " so a p tly  christened by 

Marion Zimmer Bradley, the contents are very much 

the same as have graced other and e a r l ie r  issues; 

they may have been ocher sub jects, o ther po in ts of 

departure, they may have had a d if fe re n t emphasis, 

but the f in a l  e ffe c t is  s t i l l  the same, th a t o f a 

grpup of fen engaged In a f i r e - l i t ,  a fte r-m idn igh t 

conversation about the th ings tha t matter to them, 

be I t  crime and gun c o n tro l, the de ligh ts  o f count- 

t r y  l i f e ,  or the d e riva tio n  of "g rin g o ", as predom­

ina te  In th is  Issue. There is  only one set p iece, 

being a column by Dave Locke te l l in g  of h is h o r r i f ­

ic  experiences during a s t ay In the loca l hosp it­

a l,  a s to ry  which could well be matched from recent 

news s to r ie s  about our owh h o sp ita ls ; never say that 

NHS and p riva te  p ractice  are tha t fa r  apart! And 

there are 21 pages of Buck’ s as tringen t reviews of 

the books th a t he’ s read, due to the fa c t tha t 

I t ’ s been s l ig h t ly  longer than usual between Issues; 

how he can w rite  than as well is  one o f those things 

t h a t ' l l  be fo re ve r beyond my im ag in ing ..; B u t l t 's  

an Issue th a t ’ s well worth the w a itin g .

I may be biased in asking you to subscribe (a f­

te r  a l l ,  i t  was Buck Coulson who p rin ted  my f i r s t  

LoC!) but i t ’ s a zine th a t I can recommend h ig h ly . 

He has an English agent to make I t  easy, In the 

shape of Alan Dodd, 77 Stanstoad Rd, Hoddesdon, 

H e rts ., and h igh ly com petitive ra tes of 5 Issues 

fo r  £1.85 or 10 fo r  £2.90; and In passing, Alan 

would appreciate a copy o f your own fanz ine , proba 

ably even more; judging from his le t te r  in th is  

Issue, he’ s probably one of the fo rg o tte n  men of 

fandom.

(Roger I'laddlngtom)

1111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

And now, a message ffom W illiam  B la k e .. . .

How do you know but ev’ ry b ird  th a t cuts the afrry 

way

Is an Immense world of d e lig h t, c lo s ’ d by your senses 
fiv e J  

((Before In troducing the Newshounds, here Is an amend­

ment to  la s t Issue: I t  was reported tha t ANDROMEDA had 

fo lded ; happ ily , th is  Is not so. Peter Weston w rites : 

"The only reason fo r  the delay between books 2*3 hac 

been +he great d i f f i c u l t y  I ’ ve had in ob ta in ing s to r ie s  

of a s u f f ic ie n t ly  high standard. The th ird  volume has 

now gone In , and w il l  appear In la te  summer, and I ’ m 

redding now fo r  No. 4 ,(There 's  also s t i l l  the p o s s ib il­

i ty  of a l l  books to date being taken up by a US pub lish­

e r . ) "  ANDROMEDA 3 w il l  contain s to rie s  by Christopher 

P r ie s t, Ian Watson, Larry Niven, F r itz  Le lber, and 

David Langford, to name but a fe w - . . ) )

And now.. . (FANFARE)..«

M E I'IS H 0 U N D 8 O F T H E  B S F A !

WHAT ARE THEY DOING?...........By Paul Fraser.

RICHa RD CU'.PER's new novel Is The Road To Corley 

and is  due from Gollancz In June. I t  Is the sequel to 

P iper At The Gates Of Dawn (a novella In a ’ 76 F&SF 

which reasched the f in a l  b a llo t  of the Hugo awards) and 

Is  the second part o f a t r i lo g y  set in  the th ird  m i l l ­

ennium. At the moment he Is  working on a dystoplc sa t­

ire  p ro v is io n a lly  e n t it le d  Pro fund is .  I t  should be pub­

lished  sometime towards the end of th is  year. The 8,000 

word D r ink ^e Francescm Is due In the A p ril F8SF.

STEPHEN JONES, one of the e d ito rs  of FANTASY TALES, 

t e l ls  me th a t no. 3 should appear sometime around sum­

mer and th a t the cover s to ry  w il l  be The Lean Wolves 

Wa I t  by John Wysocki. The actual cover w i l l  be by 

Stephen Fabian. Other s to r ie s  w il l  probably be by 

Denys Vai Baker and Andy D arlington (somebody’ s been 

h id ing th e ir  l ig h t  under a b u s h e l,..) .n o s . 1 8 2 are 

s t i l l  a va ila b le  from him (33 Wren House?, Tachbrook Est­

a te , London SWfV 3QD) at 60p and T2p p8p,

ROBERT (founder member of the ’ Ihate Dick Geis’ 

Club) HOLDSTOCK is  managing to s e ll most o f his prev­

ious ly -pub lished  short s tu f f  to  markets 1n France and 

Germany ( . ..a n d  I f  rabies spreads to th is  country, he’ s 

threatened to give them h is n o v e ls ...)  Talking of novels 

h is  f i r s t  two novels have sold in  Japan, Holland and 

the S tates, and h is th ir d  is  a massive 120,000w. Necro­

mancer due from Futura In November. I t ’ s about in h e r it ­

ed memory ( in  which he b e lieves), p roperties and powers 

o f ancient stones, and continuance o f unknown powers of 

the mind from ancient tim es. He 1s about to s ta r t  work 

on a fo u rth  novel, Microcosm, loosely based on the s to ry  

in  NWISF 20, e says I t  Is  about a g i r l  who Is repeat­

edly and v is c io u s ly  (the sod XXXed and OOOed out the 

next b i t  but I t  is  a nine le t te r  word th a t begins w ith 

1 and ends w ith  d .) Two 10,000w novelets sold/on the 

po in t of s e llin g  arer Earth And Stone and High Pressure.  

The la t te r  Is a case o f the form er. And In English tha t 

means tha t High Blood Pressure has sold to PULSAR, a 

new o r ig in a l anthology ed ited by u eorge Hay and pub­

lish e d  by Penguin. He has ju s t fin ish e d  p u tting  to ­

gether The Octopus Encyclopaedia Of SF which has assays 

by P r ie s t, S tab le fo rd , H i l l ,  Edwards, K e tt le , Morgan, 

Harrison, Ashley ( tw ic e ), Hardy, Asimov and the man
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himself. At the moment he is trying to finish a 
piece of hackwork before Eastercon.((Hope he did))

MIKE ASHLEY says that Orbit have lost an 
anth of his called Splinters From The Wind into 
seme mysterious limbo...Meanwhile Gollancz will 
be bringing out Mrs. Gaskell's Tales Of Mystery 
& Terrorin June. His n,a,jive history of the SF 
mags has had its f if th  and final volume deliv­
ered to NEL, who are toying with the idea of a 
simultaneous paperback- As for articles, well, 
these are due in Galileo, SF COLLECTOR, and 
WEIRD TALES COLLECTOR. At the moment he is work­
ing on a reference book that may be of inter­
est to fantady fans. It 's  called The Seven Won- 
ders of the World AND IS DESTINED FOR Fontana,

.HOMAS lil DISCH has completed and sold various 
works. His new SF novel On Wings Of A Song has 
been accepted by Gollancz for their fantasy lis t .  
A childrens fantasy called The Brave Little  
Toaster: A Bedtime Story For Small Appliances 
has just gone out to market. Concepts, a 17,0ut)w 
novelet is In Harlan Ellison's anthology MEDEA. 
The Man Who Had No Idea Is in the next WINTER'S 
TALES and various poems appears in TLS, Poetry, Par­
is HeviewLlttle Magazine, and Tribune.

BRIAN STnBLEFORD Is completing his doctoral 
thesis on the sociology of SF (for which he is 
trying to find a publisher) and a history of 
Witchcraft that was started by James Blish before 
hi's death. He Is also at work on a novel comm­
issioned by Fontana. As for work completed and 
about to see print, well, I t ’ l l  be coming thick 
and fast. Pan will be publishing The Fenris de- 
vice and Swan SorKj In July and have also acquired 
rights to the Realms of Tartarus trilogy that 
was abandoned by Quartet after the f irs t  volume. 
Hamlyn have bought the f irs t  couple of novels 
in the Daedalus series and DAW (U.S.) w ill be 
bringing out vols 4 & 6 in paperback this year. 
In late summer a fantasy called The Last Days 
Of The Edge Of The World will be published by 
Hutchinson Junior Books and according to Brian 
i t 's  one of his best works so far sold In the 
u.k. He also has sold a shoitt story to WEEKEND 
for one of their fiction extras and has an art­
icle on James Blish due to appear in FOUNDATION.

IAN WaTSON's next novel Is Miracle Visitors 
due from Gollancz in July. It 's  about the UFO 
phenomenon and what i t  might be. At the moment 
he’ s into a new novel set in hyperspace and on 
an alien planet, and expects to be finished by 
late summer. Apart from his short work In 
April F&SF (My Soul Swims In A Goldfish Bowl), 
and ANTICIPATIONS (The Very Slow Time Machine) 
he also has an 18-month old story In THE LAST 
DANGEROUS VISIONS called Universe On The Turn. 
He says TLDV is definitely promised for Xmas '78

as a three boxed set fromHarper & Row and that I t  runs to 600, 
ooo wordsl (That's roughly three Stand On Zanzibars) UK hard­
cover and paperback rights have been sold.

CHRISTOPHER PRIEST's recent work seems to be coming out In one 
quick spate. Bob Silverberg’ s NEW DIMENSIONS 10 has a story 
called Whores, F&SF have The Watched, a novella in their a ll­
British April issue, and a hefty 17,000 w, novelet (as yet un- 
sceheduled) called Palely Loitering. Last, but not least, Is 
The Negation in the anthology he has just edited - ANTICIPATIONS 
This contains short work by Watson, Shaw, Sheckley, ^arrison 
(SF's f irs t  Irish Joke), ano Ballard. Mui ability is an extract 
from Tom Disch's forthcoming novel and A Chinese Perspective 
is a huge (over 25,000w.) novella by Brian Aldlss, This is to 
nublished by Faber in April, and they also have a collection 
of Chris' called An Infinite Summer lined up for early '79. 
This will contain the t i t le  story and the ones mentioned above. 
Round about the same time you'll be able to get the paperbacks 
of Anticipations— and A Dream Of Wessex from Pan, along with 
reissues of Inverted tforld, Indoct r I r.alre (revised), and r UgL|e 
for a Darkening Island. And he's just away to start a new ~  
novel. . .

BEN BOVA has given me the contents of ANAL.G for the next 
couple of months. The April Issue has the conclisuon of Joan V 
Vinge's f irs t novel The Outcasts Of Heaven. She was featured In 
the March biolog and is a lot better looking than any of the oth­
er mug shots that they have had so fay. Also, two novelets, 
Shiowrlght by D. Kingsbury, Happy Head by Orson Scott Card (this 
may be part of the novel due from Analog Books In a couple of 
months). The shorts are The Near Zero Crime Rate On JJ Avenue 
by Wilson Tucker, Publish And Perish by P. Hahin, The Runners 
by Bob Buckley. The May Issue contains three novelets; The 
Nuptial F light of tlarbirds by Algis Budrys, Mlkal's Songbird 
by Orson Scott Card, Renewal by B. Johns, The shorts: The Satyr 
by Stephen Robinett, Fixed Price War by Charles Sheffield, 
University Medical vs. Dlplodiccus Pneumonia by D.L. Cox. Fix­
ed for the June issue is View From A Height by Joan Vlnge, Star-  
Swarmer by Greg Benford, Backstage Lensman by Randall Garrett. 
Likewise, the July issue has To Bring The Steel by D. Kingsbury 
and Kinsman To Lizards by J. Williamson.

GARRY KIL 'ORTH's novel In Solitery Is due from Penguin as 
apaperback in December. They are also publishing his latest 
novel The i'llght Of Kadar In December '79. (Faber are doing the 
hardcover In September). As for short stuff, there's A Noose 
Of Light in NWISF 31 (which, he assures me, will appear before 
the end of the world) and a novelet called A Warrior Falls 
in Pulsar 2. He has just submitted his third novel Soul—Broth— 
ers to his publishers.

KEITH SEDDON (ex-editor of VORTEX) has just finished writing 
a childrens bock with his wife Jocelyn Alnr-nd. It 's  a 'sort of 
fantasy' and JA has done 15 Illustrations for I t .  At the mom­
ent he's writing a SF- Gothic-Detective-Thriller and says that 
special requests will be considered. Finally, he's trying to 
in f lic t the remains of already sceduled stuff from VORTEX on sem 
some publisher.

BRIAN ALDISS will so on be off to v is it Sumatra and the 
Australia, "'eanwhile he's s t i l l  Involved with Brothers of The
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Head, wMch Is ell Ing well, co there will be other 
editions to come. The 1gara Tgstnment is the sec­
ond volume of The iflalacia Tapestry and whereas he 
has jwst seen what the framework of the book w ill 
have to be, he doesn't Intend wL ’ ting i t  for a 
couple of years. A Rude awakening, the third book 
in the Horatio Stubbs quartet is due after Easter; 
Enemies of The System, ” =hort polemical novel, 
is due from u ape Tn June, and a long epic, meta­
physical poem accompanying amazing pictures will 
astound the world next year. It 's  called Pile. 
(Must be with all the sitting writers have to do.)

RrtRRY HARRISON has just sold The Stainless 
Steel ^at ''ants You I three times. No,he won't get 

done fc fraud, I t  w ill appear as a serial in the 
f irs t Issue of Isaac Asimov's SF Adventure Mag­
azine, as a hardcover In early autumn and from 
Sphere as a paperback soon after. About the same t 
time, Pierrot are pub 1ishlng_Mechanlsmo, a pict­
orial history of machinery in SF..."same format as 
my Balls of Fire I!

4
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M..DIA NOTES....................................from Martin
Hatfield

1 . STAR "'ARS 1
'S+ar Wars 1' Is expected to net $300M -  $400M 

worldwide with over $200M from sales of toys, books, 
records, etc. Director/writer George Lucas is ex­
pected to receice $8CM which will be Invested In 
the four corporations he has recently set up in the 
US. ’ Star Wars Corp.1 will produce all the S''l o ff­
spring. 'Medway Productions' w ill produce other 
films including a sequel of Lucas' AMERICAN GREFF ITI 
(1973). 'Sprocket Systems Inc.1 will perform spec­
ial effects for the Slil films and others. Finally, 
'Black Falcon Ltd' w ill market all spin-off.

Ten SU sequels are p’ anned, one to br released every 
two or three years until the end of the century. 
Steven Spellberg (CLOSE ENCOUNTERS) and Brian de 
Palma (CARRIE) are rumoured to be interested In 
directing. Lucas, who has temporarily given up 
directing, 1s currently working for free editing 
APOCALYPSE NOW, directed by his friend Francis Ford 
Coppola (THE GODFATHER). He hopes to direct another 
SIH "about 20 years from now."

ALec Guinness, who was signed on SVJ for a per­
centage of the box-office, could net up to $1ffl for 
his role. He w ill, however, have to pay 90̂  extra 
taxes to the government.

2 . STAR WARS 2
Pre-production and special effects shooting on 

SW 2, tentatively titled  THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK, 
begins this summer. The principal photography of 
the $10M sequel w ill start next January and FOX hope 
to distribute the film In the US by Xmas 1979. Irvin 
Kershner (THE FLilil FLAM MAN: RAID ON ENTEBBE) will 
direct a screenplay written by Lucas and Leigh

Brackett (wr. THE BIG SLEEP, RIO BRAVO, plus much magazine 
SF.) All principal characters from SU1 will be featured, 
with Hamill, Ford, Fisher and Prowse repeating their origin­

al roles. The arctic wastes cf Lapland and the jungles of 
Central Africa will be the major location sites.

3 CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD KjflD
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS waspremiered in London on March 13 as 

the Royal Film Command Performace. The London opening at 
the Odeon Leicester Square netted In excess of £56,000 In 
advance bookings. Most reviewers have summed up the film 
In one w r̂d: ’ b rillia n t" . One hard-bitten American column­
ist was actually in tears at the end, so moved was he by 
the final half-hour special effects sequence.

Dlrect-T Steven Spellberg has reserved space on one 
of the f irs t Space Shutfe flights (1930) for a camera to 

take out-of-this-world footage for n sequence to CLOSE EN­
COUNTERS. NASA is currently selling space aboard the shuttle 

at a rent of /  per sqaure foot. Spellberg's next project 
w ill be 1941, a war film , to star John liayne.

4 U.K. PRODUCTION 1978
The following films are amongst those scheduled to com­

mence production In the U.K. this year:
SKYFALL (d lr. Robert Lynn), THE DEMOLISHED MAN (Fox/dlr. 

Frank Yablans), FLASH GORDON (dlr. Bernard 'Williams & Nich­
olas Roeg ( ’Don't Look Now'/’ The Nan Who Fell To Earth’ )), 

ALIEN (Fox/dlr. Ridley Scott ('The Duelists')). The last 

film In the lis t ,  THE ALIEN, Is a "thriller-horror film 

set In space" which begins shooting In Turkey and Shepper- 
ton this June.

S METEOR
At a cost of $16M this Is reputed to be the most ex­

pensive disaster movie ever.made. Directed by Ronald Neame 
('Tunes of Glory'/'The Poseidon adventure') from a script 

by Stanley Mann. Stars Sean Connery, music by John i'/illlams 
('Star Wars'/'Close Encounters'). A world-wide emergency 

occurs when a comet strikes a meteor producing a shower 
of fragments, several 5 miles in diameter, which head toward 
Earth. Those which fa ll manage to h it New York and swamp 
Hong Kong with a tidal wave. ABC TV In the U.S. will screen 

the film three years after Its release, for which they 
paid /3M.

6 THE SURVIVOR
The âmes "erbert novel THE SURVIVOR (NEL) has been 

scripted by David Ambrose and will be directed by Laur­
ence layers ('The Greek Tycoon'). The film has a $4M budget 

and will commence shooting 1n the U.K. this year,

7 THE FURY
Distributed by FOX and due for release this year, 'The 

Fury' was dieected by Brian de Palma (Phantom of the Para- 
dise’ /Carrle'). Stars Include Kirk Douglas and John Cassa- 

vettes. The plot centres around a teenage boy who has 
psychic powers,

8 ,FILMS DL'E F0R P LEASE IN UK DURING 1978
HOLOCAUST 2000 (Rank) dlr. Alberto de ^atlno, stars 

Kirk Douglas, Simon Hard. SWARM (Warner) d lr. Irwin Allen, 
stars Michael Caine, Katherine Ross. %nry Fonda. SAVAGE



BEES, INCREDIBLE MELTING MAN, SPIDER MAN (Columbia). 
DAMNATION ALLEY (Fox) d lr. Jack Smlght ('The Illus ­
trated Man1/* Atrport 75’ ) from Roger Zelazny's nov­
el (Sphere). Dse for autumn release, A tiny band of 
nuclear war survivors venture f  r j :B their under­
ground base to discover what has happened to the 
world. I t  may not bear much resemblance to the 
novel, judging from revle'--.

COMA (MGIil) d lr. Michael Chlchton ('Andromeda 
StartnT/ 1 Westworld1 ) from his own screenplay based 
on the recently released novel by Robin Cook, Stars 
Genevieve Bujold and Michael Douglas,

LORD OF THE RINGS (United Artists), d ir. Saul 
Zaentz and Ralph Bakshl ( 'F ritz  the Cat/'Heavy Tra- 
ffic '/'W iza rds '.)

FANTASIA (Halt Disney), re-release of this cult 
classic with a new stereophonic soundtrack.

3 CHILDHOOD'S END
Abraham Polonsky (not Roman Polanski) the 

scriptwriter and slrector ('Force of E v i l ' /1 Tell 
them W illie Boy Is here') Is currently working on 
a screenplay of the Arthur C. Clarke nosei, 
CHILDHOOD'S END. (Source: BFI, British Cinema 9)

10 LASERS LASS
The story of a youth who wreaks chaos and 

destruction after being transformed into an al­
ien by a power-pendant from outer space. Con­
tains 12 minutes of animated space sequences. 
Stars Keenan Wynn and Roddy McDowell. Due for 
U.S. release In April.

11 THE JriY  THE SLD ENDED
A new disaster epic, to star Paul Newman, 

records how the eruption of a volcano almost 
destroys a Caribbean island. The film  is based on 
a book by the U.K. journalists Gordon Thomas amd 
Max Morgan Witt, Paramount recently signed these 
two writers to script a new TV series "the story 
of the biggest disaster the world has ever known." 
No one 1s saying what that disaster was.

12 0SCARS
STAR WARS won awards for sound effects, spec­

ia l effects, art dieection, costumes, original 
score, and editing. CLOSE ENCOUNTES won an award f  
fo r cinematography.

References : TIME magazine 6/3/78 -  STAR WARS 
SCREEN INTERNATIONAL -  other info. 
THE GUARDI AN - Oscars.
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BOOK NEWS....

From Gollancz: (Marsh) IF THE STARS ARE GODS 
(Gregory Benford & Gordon Eklund); STAR LIGHT, 
STAR BRIGHT (Alfred Bester); (April) DRIFTGLASS 
(Samuel R Delany); (may) SHIP OF STRANGERS (Bob 
Shaw): (June) THE SIXTH DAY (W.J. Burley)

DREAMSNAKE (Vonda N McIntyre).

From Magnum: (March) THE TRAVELLER IN BLACK (John Brunner); 
(April) SHAKESPEARE'S PLANET (C lifford D Simak); (June) FAROUT 
(Damon Knight)

From Sphere: (May) MISSION TO THE UNIVERSE (Gordon R Dickson); 
GUNPOWDER GOD (H. Beam Piper); THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES READER 
(2 vojs) (Peter Gaining)

From Sidgewick S Jackson: (March) MIND OF MY MIND (Octarla E 
Butler); STAR BRIDGE (James Gunn & Jack Williamson); A HERITAGE 
OF ST«RS (Clifford D Simak); SUPERMIND (A.E. Y an Vogt); (May) 
IN THE OCEAN OF NIGHT (Gregory Benford); OPHIUCHI HOTLINE (John 
Varley)

From NEL: (April) THE RESURRECTION MACHINE (pb. : Phil Smljh); 
THE SHINING (pb. Stephen King) (May) NIGHT SHIFT (Stephen King) 
FLUKE .(JamesHerbert) due in June, as Is TRAVELLING TOWARDS 
EPSILON (Maxim Jakubowski);

From Pan: (April) DEATHBIRD STORIES (Harlan Ellison)

New/Forthcomlng books from Hale: DANCER FROM ATLANTIS (Pou] 
Anderson); CRUEL YEARS OF WINTER (Alan Barclay); TO KEEP THE 
SHIP (A Bertram Chandler); SPORK OF THE AYCR (Perry A Chapde­
laine); THE MEASURED CAVERNS (James England); THE ENGENDERING 
(Stephen Goldin); THE OMEGA PROJECT (Brian G riffin ); THE WAR 
MACHINES OF KALI NTH (Gene Lecour); LEAP TO THE GALACTIC CORE 
(John Paton); SUNSHINE 43 (David G Penny); THE KING OF HELL 
('.1 D Pereira); A TWIST IN TIME (L P REEVES); STARGATE (Stephen 
Robinett); CHEYNEY'S ROBOT (William Thomas Webb); THE PLEASURE 
DOMES OF SIGMA 93 (Philip Welby); THE HOMOSAUR (David Wilt­
shire); and CHhRLES FORT NEVER MENTIONED WOMBATS (Gene DeWeese 
& Robert Coulson) ((which surely must be in the running of the 
' t i t le  of the years'!))

From Futura (April) LUCIFER'S HAMMER (Larry N iven 4 Jerry Pour- 
nelle); (may) SWORD OF SHANNARA (Terry Brooks)

FROM ALLISON & BUSBY: THE KNIGHTS OF THE LIMITS (Barrington J 
Bay1ey)

From Faber: BELOVED SON (George Turner);THE LAST DISASTER (Hugh 
Halters); HAND OF OBERON (Roger Zelazny) A WIND FROM NOWHERE 
(Nicholas Stuart Grey)

From Hodder & Stoughton: JUPITER LAUGHS (Edmund Cooper); THE 
NIGHTMARE FACTOR (Thomas N Scortla & Frank M Robinson.

From Dobson: THE SHEEG (Judith Buffery); CIRQUE and UNIVERSE 7 
(both by Terry Carr); DARKNESS IN MY SOUL (Dean R Koontz); 
Earthchild (Doris Pisercla) THE '..’ORLD ASUNDER (Ian Wallace); 
THE WORLD'S BEST SF 3 (Donald Wolheim).
1111111111111 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

COSMOS has suspended publication of the f i f th  issue until they 
find out how well Issue 3 has sold. First Issue sold about 40, 
600 and second a l i t t le  less: this was a marginal disributlon 
figure for success.
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Awards—at-3rd IVorld Fantasycon:

BEST NOVEL: DOCTOR RAT Oh TH am Kotzwinkle). 
Runners up: THE DOLL WHO ATE HlS MOTHER (Ramsey 
Campbell); THE DRAGON & THE GEORGE [Gordon R 
Dickson); THE SAILOR ON THE SEAS OF FATE (FHchseT 
Moorcock); THE ACTS OF KING ARTHUR & HIS NOBLE 
KNIGHTS (John Stelnbeak); DARK CRUSADE (Karl Ed­
ward Wagner)

BEST SHORT FICTION: THERE'S A LONG, LONG TRAIL 
A-!lli!DINGb (Rysse1 Kirk). Runners-up: THE COMPANION 
(R amsey ampbell); DARK WINGS (Fritz Lelber); 
WHAT IS LIFE? (Robert Sheskley); TWO SUNS SETTING 
(Karl Edward Wagner)

BEST COLLECTION: FRIGHTS (ed. Kirby McCauley). 
Runners-up: LONG AFTER . IDNIGHT (Ray Bradbury); 
SUPERHORLOR (ed. Ramsey Campbell); CINNABAR (Ed­
ward ^ryant); THE HEIGHT OF THE SCREAM (Ramsey 
Campbell); FLASHING SWORDS no. 3 (ed. Lin Carter)

SPECIAL AWARDS - PRO : ALTERNATE WORLD RECORDINGS 
Runners -up: ARKHAM HOUSE; BALLANTINE; t)AW BOCKS;

EDWARD L. FERMAN.

SPECIAL AWARD - NON PRO : WHISPERS (Stuart David 
SchiffL  Runners-up: CHACAL (Arnie Fenner); MID­
NIGHT SUN (Gary heppenstad); JOHNATHAN BACON: NILS 
HARDIN; HARRY NORRIS.

BEST ARTIST: ROGER DEAN. Runners-up: GEORGE BARR; 
STEVE FABIAN; TIM KIRK; MICHAEL WHELAN.

LIFE ACHIEVEMENT; RAY BRADBURY. Runners-up: JORGE 
LUIS BORGES; L. SPRAGUE DE CAMP; FRANK BELKNAPP 
LONG; H. WARNER MUNN; E. HOFFMAN PRICE; MANLY 
WAD1! WELLMAN.

The judges were Robert Bloch, David Drake, Harlan 
Ellison, Charles L. Grant, Robert Weinberg. The next 
Fantasycon w ill be Fort Worth, Texas.

0000OOOO0000

Jim Baen, now SF editor at Ace is sceduling 
a new bi-monthly SF mag, DESTINIES, for July 78

Long-time fan Tom êamy, a recent Hugo winner 

with SAN DIEGO LIGHTFOOT SUE, died of a heart attack 
on Nov 4th 1977.

The 5th and last 'World of Tiers' book, THE 
LAVALITE WORLD, from P J Farmer Is due out from 
Ace. Vol. 3 of the 'Riverworld' series, THE DARK 
DESIGN is published by Berkeley at $3*95.

NBC h've cancelled LOGAN'S RUN.

The GOTHIQUE FILM SOCIETY holds meetings at 
the Holborn Library Hall, London, showing a range 
of Intgresting/obscure film s. All correspondence tO 
Robin -sanies, 75 Burns Ave, Feltham, Middx.

’ -13-

There is  TUMW-® Gcionce F ic t io n  Poctl y r-.ic.uula tlo u „ d e ta ils  

from Suzette E lg in , P.O. Box 2012, Leucadla, CA 02024 USA.

The F irst Lancaster festival of Literature, 'Wr1t<\(J 78', 

Is April 20th to May 1st; Among the participants are AdrS§ 
Mitchell, Anthony Burgess and Michael Moorcock. Fulms to be 
shown include CATCH 22, DON'T LOOK NOW, SLAUGHTERHOUSE 5. 
For further details send s.a.e. to the festival rganlser, 
Michael Reynolds, St Leonard's House, Lancaster LA 1 1NN.

Five-day writers' workshops are held at LUliiB BANK (owned 
by the poet Ted Hughes)»There is to be a SCIENCE FICTION 

corse from 22 June to 27 June, tutored by John Downie and 
John Sladek, guest novelist, Tom Disch. Course Fee is £35. 
Details of this and other courses from The entre Director, 
Lumb Bank, Hebden Bridge, i'i’esy Yorks. HX7 6DF.

Fred Hoyle and Chandra Wlckramaslnghe have proposed the 
idea that various epidemics (ie flu ) might have been caused by 

an Influx of cometary particles bringing in alien micro-org­
anism. Certain biological molecules/organisms might exist in 
solar orbit with cometary debris.

Carl Sagan had an artic le  appearing In TV GUIDE in the US 
attacking the unrepresentative view of science TV gives, es- 
oeclally ths inaccuracies in programmes such as SPACE 1999, 
mentioning the use of 'parsec' as a unit of speed Instead of 
distance in STAR WARS. Sagan Is working on a 13-part TV series 
called MAN AND THE CGSMAOS, Meanwhile his lectures on the Plan 
etsare being repeated at 6pm on Saturdays, BBC2, beginning 
April 8th.

Atticus Bookshop In Liverpool, which carries an excellent 
range of 'fringe ' and 'undentground' material, including SF, 
has moved to Hardiman St,

NEL's lead t i t le  for May Is THE SPoCE GODS REVEALED by 
Ronald Story, which sets out to debunk the the o rias of Erik 
von Danlken.Price 80p. Also published is John Brunner's THE 
STONE THAT NEVER CAME'DOWN.(75p) Sakyo Komatsu's THE DEhTH 

OF THE DRAGON te lls  of "the worst disaster of the history of 
the world" as 'the crust of the Earth begins to s h if t . . , '

THE GREaT BEYOND ad 26000 is an insight into c iv ilisa tion 
of the future under a 'one world government' of a sp iritua lly  
emancipated king. £1.20 inc. postage from Torch Publishing Co. 
Ltd, 43 new Oxford st. London UC1A IBH

The Screen Actors Guild has file d  suit against Gene Rod— 
enberry, demanding he stop showing the pilot and edited-out 
bloopers from STAR TREK In his travelling show without paying 
the actors Involved.

The 85-ton Skylab -  the largest man-made object 1n space -  
is in a decaying orbit and could plunge to Earth by next year.

Motor manufactuerers are turning to microprocessors to 
provide motorists with digital read-outs of average speed, 
miles per gallon, petrol consumption, ■etc.

Spider Robinson has quit GALAXY and w ill review for 
DESTINIES (see above).



All SOU HUTTON. 23 Nowell Road, Rose Hill, Oxford, 
OX 4 ATA.

F iest, the abuse:- e ithe r you need another proof 
reader, or else you need someone else to type the f in ­
al copy, because the spe lling  & syntax are sometimes 
astonishing! I t ’ s probably a fa u lt  in me, but I do 

fin d  that a text f u l l  of mistakes d is tracts  me fromt 
the content. ( ( I ’ m as unhappy about my scrappy typ­
ing as you are, but i t ' s  basica lly a question of 

speed. My MATRIX typing schedule goes something lik e  
th is : -  allow a backlog of material to build  up so 
that there ’ s a nice lo t  to do...look at lt... ,.p a n t£ l 
(How can I get THIS done by the mailing da te?)... 

go upsta irs, get typw rite r and s te n c ils ... lo o se  the 
material I was going to ty p e ...f in d  i t . . . s e t t le  down 
(phone r in g s ] . . .s e t t le  down again, type three sentences 

and the door swings s ile n tly  open and with a b e a tif­

ic  smile my daughter enters-and demands her midnight drink. 
So consequently when I get the chance I fin d  myself bashing 

on regardless lik e  Emerson, Lake and Palmer on speed. Which, 
I am the f i r s t  to admit, is  no excuse...)) Second grouse is  

about Prozine Perusals, which I personally th ink a waste of 
space: however, I suppose some people enjoy them. (Do they?)

Having got that out of the way, I ’ d l ik e  to take up a few 

points made in le tte rs  in  M16. F irs t,  Dave Cobbledick: Ex­

p le tives vs. no expletives. He makes the va lid  point that an 
author is  in f u l l  control of h is/her w ritings , but then goes 

on to ta lk  about "the use of such language, in  a careless 

& thoughtless manner". I th ink the fa c t is  that i t  isn ’ t  

used in  such a manner, that i ts  use is  deliberate & ca lcu l­
ated. So much fo r  lite ra tu re ; le tte rs  are generally suppos­

ed to be co lloqu ia l in s ty le , & the sty le  is  id iosyncratic 
to the w rite r, who is  free to express him/herself in any way. 

The ed ito r may choose not to publish a le t te r  which may .



offend some readers, but to  e d it out exp le tives Is 

to be g u ilty  o f m isrepresentation. In conclus­

ion , I have to say th a t I don’ t  th ink  Dave has any 

r ig h t to ta lk  about "people w ith l i t t l e  brains 8 

lim ite d  vocabulary" when he h im self abuse s the 

English language so s o re ly :-  " 18m not against any 

form of language taking place in  nove ls". Good 

g r ie f !  Go curl up w ith ,c :c  c la ss ics , man -  t r y  

Chaucer fo r  b e a u tifu l use of the language as a 

whole, inc lud ing  e xp le tives .
I can’ t  Imagine how anyone could f in d  p o l i t ­

ics boring , even the "everyday aspects of Parliament" 

quoted by Ben B urr. C e rta in ly  p o l it ic s  need to  be 

watched fo r  decisions tha t a ffe c t one’ s l i f e  d i r ­

e c t ly ,  but p o l it ic s  are also the o r ig in a l audience­

p a rt i c! a tion  spo rts , and i t  seems a p ity  to  re l 

them to the spec ta to r-spo rt category.

Phil Stephensen-Payne seems to be unable to make 

up h is  mind about what he wants from an e d ito r . 

F ir s t  he wants to  know more about "the rea l Andy 

Sawyer" and then he re je c ts  the e d ito r ’ s choko 

of copy as " ju s t  what you want" (illy unde rlin ing ) 

Surely pa rt of the fu n c tio n  o f an e d ito r Is to In ­

je c t some o f h is /h e r pe rsona lity  In to  the p u b lic a t­

ion . D if fe re n t e d ito rs  w il l  have d if fe re n t ideas . 

about what readers w i l l  want, 8 much can be le a rn t 

about an e d ito r from what he/she chooses to p r in t .  

(Omissions are even more revea ling , but we don 't 

know about those.) Otherwise, I agree w ith most 

of what P hil was saying -  apart from the soggy 
f la p ja c k . I l ik e  soggy fla p ja c k s ! (Never heard o f 

Spider Robinson, though.)

F in a lly ,  I ’ d l ik e  to put In a plug fo r  a rec­

e n tly  oponed bookshop In Oxford -  "Rainbow's End, 

itj Cowley Road. They have a good stock of SF, fan­

tasy, comics, 8 SF a r t books; they also buy 8 se ll 

second-hand SF books,

PHIL ROSENBLUM, B irton  Bank, W ills  Grove, M ill  

H i l l ,  London,

In defence of exp le tives :
1) The overwhelming m a jo rity  of people use them 

in everyday l i f e .  Dave -  you 're  an exception.

2) Their fu n c tio n  is  to  convex emotional in ­

te n s ity , and thus, evoke a response in the read­

e r.
3) I f  someone's response is  unfavourable, i t  . 

does not q u a lify  him to comdemn other people's 

responses.
4) There is  usua lly  no analogous s u b s titu te  

fo r  an e xp le tive .
Richard Bancroft -  you’ ve got to be jo k in g . 

You ju s t have to  be jo k in g .
MATRIX 16: g rea t. I ’ d l ik e  to  see the Newshounds 

s tic k in g  th e ir  snouts in to  the US pub lica tions 

scene. MOONBASE ALPHA was h y s te r ic a l, Nish I ’ d 

w r it te n  i t .  F a ll ib le  Freeman Is  fo reve r fresh  (and 

re fre s h in g ).

ALIC HILLON, 13 Hugget Gardens, Top V a lley , Nottingham.

When my fr ie n d  introduced me as a member o f BSFA I did not 

th ink  I would have to read le t te rs  (p.29) where the word ’ s h i t ’ 

is  allowed to be published. Surely people w ith such low mental­

i t y  are hardly f i t  tc  c r i t ic iz e  or converse w ith anyone? I t  

c e rta in ly  Is not a good recommendation (as a fr ie n d  o f mine 

commented). 1 f e l t  ashamed. I very much doubt i f  I sha ll renew 

my subscrip tion . Surely one can c r i t ic iz e  w ithout such words 

used -  and c e r ta in ly  i t  is  not a good advert fo r  BSF.

I t  Is not the f i r s t  tim e, e ith e r . I read fo r  pleasure, not 

to endure such d isgusting comments -  usua lly  from people too , 

young to  know what i t  is  a l l  about anyway.
( (  I see th a t the next le t t e r  In the p ile  to be typed, and 

also the most recent le t t e r  I ’ ve recieved m o tio n  th is  sub ject, 

so a fte r  th a t I ' l l  pause fo r  a while and in te r je c t  some e d it­

o r ia l p o n tif ic a t io n s . On your sp e c ific  p o in t, w hile I regre t 

tha t your fe e lin gs  have been hu rt I fe e l I must po in t out (be­

fo re  others do) th a t people who swear are not necessarily of 

low m e n ta lity . . . ) )

S I M  R. GREEN, 37, St Laurence Rd,, Bradford on Avon, W ilts .

The 1999 takeo ff was qu ite  good, h i t t in g  a l l  the t r a d it io n ­

al Aunt S a llys , but fa i le d  to re a lly  get to  g rips w ith any of 

the rea l questions the series ra ised , such as "how much did 

they pay fo r  the novocains In Barbara Bain’ s face cream", and 

"Why did none of the s u its  have any f l ie s ? "  Anyone making com­

ments about the z ips in  the arms w il l  be severely reprimanded.

C y ril Simsa’ s piece was h ila r io u s  (Ten Green Wimples, in ­

deed, ) and the Newshounds d id  th e ir  usual good s tu f f .  Though 

I have to t e l l  you th a t ANDROMEDA has d e f in ite ly  NOT fo lded . 

((Sob -  I know. See the beginning of the Newshounds section 

fo r  the fa c ts  behind th is  embarrassing b lu n d e r .. .) ) '

Maybe i t ' s  me, but I could do w ith some more serious a r t  

work from time t i  tim e, and I don 't mean an occasional spaceship. 

Whatever happened to the sensuous Judy i'latson, whose work used 

to appear in  VECTOR, fo r  example? ( ( I  th ink  th a t , In general, 

l ig h t  cartoons and the l ik e  are the best form of artwork to 

s u it  tho atmosphere of MATRIX, but I f  there are any serious 

a r t is ts  out there who would l ik e  to prove me wrong -  and I ’ m 

always open to persuasion (e sp e c ia lly  i f  i t s  lega l tender) (who 

said tha t? ) -  I 'd  be pleased to hear from you.))

I was amazed a t Dave Cobbledick's t ira d e  over the use of 

bad language and amused th a t he fo llow ed i t  up w ith the phrase 

"Oh Jeezus." I see, blasphemy's OK, but swearing is n ' t ,  i f  any 

of our members are so narrow-minded as to cancel membership be­

cause of a few fo u r - le t te r  words, then they shou ldn 't be reading 

SF in the f i r s t  p lace. (Strong words, lad , tone i t  down.) (Screw 

you.) "Real p e o p le ... are beneath such exp le tives when in  con­

t r o l  of a s i tu a t io n ."  Of course they are, th a t 's  the po in t of 

using the, to  show emphasis in  speech, and excitement, and a 

general momentary lack of contro l on the part of the character. 

I ra re ly  swear m yself, but th is  depends on the company I keep; 

I know one fr ie n d  who in s is ts  on re fe rr in g  to me as charmingly 

foul-m outhed, simply becaus. we've had some great times to ­

gether, and when happy my language shades in e v ita b ly  towards the 

b lue . Big deal. P ersonally, MATRIX would have to  change a lo t  be 

before I found the language o ffens ive , but then what do you 

expect from a man who c a lls  h is bike "M othertrucker".

I f in d  i t  in te re s tin g  tha t Dave goes on to deplore the
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argument over 2000 AD, taking the view that ex,- 
esstve violence Is to be encouraged In kids’ 
comics. Hmm.,. I ’ ve always stood by the arg­
ument that fam iliarity breeds contempt, and 
i f  o'Jr kids get Inured to the 'dea of vio l­
ence, then they’ l l  come to take i t  for granted . 
But like you say, Andy, this is one of those 
subjects where there are no answers, only op- 
1ni9ns.

A few words in defence of Spidar Robinson, 
winner of the John W. Campbell award, and Hugo 
nlmlnee (I think). Certainly he was the most 
popular columnist Galaxy ever had. I ’ ve read 
his recent novel "Tel empath" and loved every 
damn word. Marvelous f irs t  novel. His work’ s 
appearing In all the major SF prozines, Ana­
log, Galax ,̂ Amazing, and I ’m hunting down his 
work ’ n the lesser zines as well.

DAVE COBBLEDICK, 245 Rosalind Ashington, 
Northumberland, NE 63 9AZ

I see BUI L ittle  trying to goad me into « 
breaking my word on the subject of...no, 1 
shan't mention the word, but I have written to 
him on a personal basis; keep i t  out of MATRIX 
,s what I say.

But, ±c this subject of foul (never mind the 
nice phrase of’ taboo words’ ) and disgusting 
language. You say that by replacing certain 
letters one Insults a persons Intelligence? 
(Annoying as I t  Is to you)...I say i t  defends 
dignity, both SF’ s and Fans'. I do agree with 
you that blatant use of foul language shows a 
lack of Intellegence and I ’ m afraid to say that 
that Is what has appeared In MATRIX.O.K. every­
one swears (s illy  bugger and 'aww shit’ ), but 
then they are accepted words which even some 
puritans use, but the language which Is used to 
describe sexual relationships In an obtrusive 
manner ((like the f irs t  of those expressions?)) 
Is nothing short of disgusting. I agree entirely 
with David Strahan; use of these words in novels 
is O.K. ( ’ cos you can fold the cover i f  I t  dis­
turbs you), out, In his observation of Mr. Fraer, 
he Is quite correct In saying that such use shows . 
a lack of vocabulary on his -  and anyone's - 
part,

Hmmm, I put my foot In I t  there; so sorry 
about my outburst on the subject of SF being 
'taught' in schools (though I did read some­
where that there were such; hundreds i t  mentlo- 
ed... wish I knew where I read i t . , , )

In your statement of presenting 'Alternatives' 
to children as far as the context of a comic isc 
concerned (i.e . depicted violence), what would 
you suggest as Alternatives? Let's face i t ,  we 
like violence. We s it and watch films which de­
pict men and women with guts flying le ft and 
right, we enjoy wrestling, boxing, karate, we 
revel in the excitement of SF novels where 

fighting breaks out, or some form of violence

takes place. We are violent by nature and i t  excites us.'I PC 
simply tap that factor and make a lot of money out of i t  
with their comics, there is a discenable level where change 
will destroy that connection and sales will drop with the re­
sult of whatever comic concerned being discontinued. Naturally 
violence is more socially accepted than sexuality. In our 
l i t t le  world fee have been trained (mentally) to look after 
one's self and i f  that includes being violent then so be i t .  
Sex, on the other hand, has been hidden, classed as shame­
ful (in a mental sense) and so any divulgence of I t  to minors, 
or where minors will see i t ,  Is frowned upon; hence, i t  1s less 
socially acr epted than violence...as 1 said, what alternatives?

((What altenatlves? Caa't you think of any yourself, Dave; 
or must every problem be solved by a swjlft boot in the groin? 
Sure, Man is ’ naturally' violent. But Man is also capable of 
co-operation and love. Violence is a mgans to an end and once 
I t  Is een as anything more than this we are on the road to 
all sorts of horrors. And even this means Is s tric tly  limited 
as violence tends to breed more violence. A great deal of 
fiction unfortunately suggests that brutality Is somehiw 're­
spectable'; put the boot In and everything's all right- De 
all know the tough cop who takes the law Into his own hands; 
fine, but If he'e allowed to stomp whoever he likes, why 
shouldn't I stomp anyone whom I disagree with? My disagree­
ment with the I PC stable is that i t  focuses almost entirely on 
that sort of response. There was a lot wrong with the early 
Marvel comics, but at least they featured heroes who were to 
some extent real people - in that they may have Indulged in 
a lot of violence but this did not solve their 'real' prob­
lems. Violence and action may be oxciting spectacles but we 
THINK and FEEL as well; I hope for entertainment which ex­
tends emotional range, not lim its I t .  End of sermon.))

I ’ d like to express my thanks to Andy Pratt, who has taken 
the time to write to me on the subject of TVSF. He has offered 
hls help and contributed questions for the TVSF questionnaire. 
So, the f irs t  move has been made, who will follow It up? The 
end product w ill be sent to BBC/ITV and American TV companies 
with the hope of some attention (however small) being given 
to the actual people who watch TV.

I ’ d like to take Paul Fraser up on his point of 'Round 
the Clubs' being useless. Although I used to function as 
bason Officer by reference is in no way a biased one. Many 
members who join the BSFA live in areas where a local SF 
group exists, but few know about them. Also, some who do know 
may be shy and dubious as to whether they should join for 
fear'of-anyth!ng physically or mentally being required of 
them. RTC gives BSFA members Information about these groups 
and lets them see how they operate and function; this helps, 
or so I believe, remove any doubts that exist. Besides that, 
many groups may be Interested In others and, as local groups 
find out about and join the BSFA, this info ia available for 
them. There is a communication breakdown between the BSFA to 
groups and group to group; this section Is designed to elimin­
ate this breakdown and create liason to the benefit of all 
soncorned.

Unfortunately I doubt i f  GB w ill ever support a prozine 
for any great length of time; the latest is 'Star burst’ , al­
though i t  lies mainly in TVSF &F and happenings on the silver 
screen (Iwonder how long 1 t w ill last?). So, why’ can’ t we 
support a prozine? Well, very few people buy SF magazines for 
a number of reasons; 1) They can't afford to buy them, 2) they 
are boring, 3) They prefer fanzines. I think no. 3 can be



a llo tte d  as the main reason. There are l i t e r a l ly  

hundreds of fanzines published 1n the UK and they, 
are a ll (w e ll, 80$ of them, In my opinion) fa r  

more comprehensive and in teresting  than any pro­

zine. I enjoyed SF Monthly, but then that was only 

fo r  the artwork and news; s t i l l ,  i t  wasn't se llin g  

and NEL just couldn 't afford to keep i t  going. SF 

Digest lasted one issue a. J Vortex was so bad i t  

amazed me that subsequent issues followed the f i r s t .  

Beside a ll of th is , the American prozines are in 

fu l l  f l in g  over here so anything we bring out takes 
second preference on a possible buyer's l i s t .

Ben Burr may be Interested In the e d ito ria l of 
my f i r s t  zine (may as well get a plug fo r  i t ) ;  i t  

deals with Heinlein, and the accusations made 
against him In a p ....(w o n 't say I t )  way.

The a rt ic le  on SF books In lib ra r ie s  was In te r­

esting and although 1 don't u t i l is e  my local l ib ra ­

ry , 1 know that they have a large selection of SF 

In paperback. As Gordon Johnson said, they are cov­

ered with a p la s tic  wallet and a fte r repeated read­
ings (I look at the ones my Pop brings none) they 

show l i t t l e  sign o f wear and tear. Perhaps with a 

more varied selection SF w ill become a popular 
(more than I t  is  now) subject to the people we re­

gard as the media.
Although the 'Adventures of Moonbase Aleph' was 

s lig h tly  amusing, I d id n 't l ik e  the idea of double 

spacing between the conversation parts; seems lik e  
a useless waste of valuable space. ((Point taken: 

i t  was.))I fo rgot tha t Prof. Bergman was a charact­

er of 1999. wonder what happened to him...?
So, sad to see the departure of F a llib le  Free­

man; I obtained most of my zines through reading 
th is  column and I can only say I hope whoever 

takes over w ill  present ssch concise and accurate 

Information of the same standard we've come to ex­

pect.
Altogether I wasn't te r r ib ly  Impressed with M16; 

I t  seemed very loose and lacked the In teresting 
'p u ll*  of previous Issues. 1 th ink there are less 

serious and constructive a rtic le s  and more tr ip e  
(tn  the form of 'Adam', 'Moonbase' and other such 

crap) appearing and the Loccol !s , „ s t i l l  too short 

fo r  my l ik in g .  ((Over a th ird  of MATRIX Is le t te rs  , 

1 think the proportion Is reasonable; what do 
other people th ink?)) Sorry Andy but I wasn't happy 

w ith th e  end resu lt of your e ffo rts  (artwork Is a 

b it  shoddy too ). Perhaps th is  Is jus t a low spot 

In the rate  of flow of contributions and next issue 
may be rlaher in c o n te n t.... ! hopel

((And at th is  point your ed ito r feels i t  time 

to but In and say 'Hang on to your braces, fo lks  -  

I am now going to be se rlous l' The previous le t t ­
ers have a ll  (thanks to my powers of E d ito ria l Se­

lection) dwelt on the subject of naughty words, and 

while more hackles may yet be raised on one side or 

another 1 fee l we've now reached the point of re­

peating arguments. May I now raise a point of ed­

i to r ia l  po licy . Your le t te r  express your opinions, 

presumably In the way (by and large) that you want those 

opinions expressed. I do nbt Intend to 'censor* le tte rs  

which use 'taboo words' to stress a point, but I would ask 

correspondents to MATRIX to th ink ca re fu lly  before attacking 

each other In p rin t In a way which may be judged offensive, 

'de are, a fte r a l l ,  in the BSFA fo r  what we have In common -  

a love of SF -  and differences of opinion between is ,  of 

which there are bound to be many, should be on a reasoned’ 

basis rather than one of personal abuse. Those exoletlves 

which end up deleted in '^aregate tapes are words lik e  any 

others. They can be used In a l i t e r a l  sense, or a metaphor­

ica l sense to make points where thes" points are given em­

phasis and colour because the expressions used are ordin­

a r i ly  taboo. But do BSFA members re a lly  hold others In 

such u tte r comtem^t as the use of some ef these express­

ions seems to Imply? 1 wpould be very sad to th ink so, and 

i hope that we can a ir  our disagreements, as fa r  as poss­

ib le , without violence.
I f  you do feel Hke v io le n t abuse, why not d irec t i t  

here? Seriously, i f  you have any c ritic ism s of MATRIX, 

don't hesitate to le t  me know, MATRIX Is , a fte r a l l ,  YOUR 

magazine, and much as I lik e  the pra’ se I get, c rit ic ism  

helps me try  and Improve. I f  nobody te l ls  me they d is lik e  

a th ing, I can 't do anything about I t  (or even explain why 

1 cab' t  do anything about I t l )  I f  you don't lik e  something 

don't compose f ic t io n s  on the ancestry or sexual habits of 

the author -  slag me fo r  Including I t ;  I won't be hurt too 

much ( i t ' s  a fou l and scandalous rumour that the typops In 

MATRIX are due to the tears b linding my vision as I rqad 

le tte rs  of c r it ic is m ], and don't worry, I f  I disagree with 

you I ' l l  say so l))

((...AND NOW some disagreements well and true ljt aired from 

our very own...))

DAVID LEWIS,8, Aldls Ave, Stowmarket, Suffo lk.

Whats th is , Lewis sta lks the Loccol l ik e  the phantom 

of the opera. The BSFA boogie man w ill get you.
S t i l l  I was not b e lit t le d  by the f i r s t  mention. (Sorry 

B i l l ) .  Further to the p o lit ic o  debate 1 conteed that they 

are In fac t now a d is t in c t class of people. Also they are 

In tent on fo is tin g  on us dynastic succession on a scale not 

even attempted by roya lty . No longer can the common man 

expect to rise  to the level of MP in his f ig h t fo r  freedom 

fo r  the ind iv id ua l. Now Is the time fo r  a radical reth ink 

of how we allow our society to be ryn. P o lit ic s  was OK fo r  

the las t 300 years or so but now we need something com­

p le te ly  d iffe re n t to meet the challenges of the new era, 
((Such as???))

Keith being a l i t t l e  free with his advice on how to 

suck eggs, I see. A l i t t l e  manipulation of the 'crude tu rn­

over rate* of BSFA members w ill  show whether his repeats of 

fanzines are ju s t if ie d .  No I a ln t gonna do the calcs, Keith 

is  way Into stats he can get I t  on.
Now onto Dave Cobbledick, a name to conjure w ith, but 

I leave that to lesser mortals. I t  is  my nature master hot- 

shot to shout when unjustly  accused by those come la te ly  

Into BSFA i  Fandom. I have over the las t few years pro­

vided f l l l o s ,  logs, edited the l l l fa te d  77 yearbook, con­

ducted the how many books poll (2 years we waited fo r  i t  

to be pubbed). Only to see them butchered & misused by the



economics worshippers of the wommlttee who run the 
show. So I am amply ju s tifie d  In my criticism s, 
which pertain to the BSFA only, which fo r tour In­
formation is a minor, mcnor part of the SF scene 
and fandom in general, I am & w ,il continue to be 
loud in my comments when needed & equally loud 
In my praises when due. Don't show us how wet 
behind the ears you rea1 !; are, Dave old son. L 
have been around fo r the last lustrar., or so & 
seen the BSFA through thick X th in . I think on 
balance I t  is better now than i t  has ever been.

As we are looking at the loccol one big carp 
Is th is ; of 13 lox pubbed A were from council 
members or o ff ic ia ls . One or'two of which were 
castigating other counci 11o rs /o ffic ia ls . By 
a ll means quarrel with each other but not 1r. MAT­
RIX , please. Phil Hyphenated pain In the arse take 
note, -ets have more from members.

MATRIX 16 was a good balanced Issue with news 
& humour nicely mixed, a perfect fo i l  fo r the more 
serious VECTOR. The ris ing star Is of course 
Cyril Slmsa, a young writer of rare wH. I can­
not wait to see more from him. Don't be deflected 
from your course by those fuddy duddies wljo 
think SF must always be a seriotis business. The 
Breezybournes of th is world never get well re- 
cleved by Fandom as a whole S are one of the re­
asons why Fandom b e litt le s  the BSFA so often. 
When people like  you & me try  hard to get I t  
accepted. I w ill close now having vented my 
spleen...

BILL LITTLE, 183 John St., Bldduphm Stoke on 
Trent, Staffs.

Enjoyed ish 16 very much, Newshounds was quite 
good and complete this time round. I know I t  has 
been critic ised  In the past byt I t  does help me to 
know what to look out fo r on the bookshelves, be­
cause I think most sellers are generally la ter In 
getting the books on display. Agreed with your 
views on 'Red S h ift ':  an excellent production. 
I t 's  that type of 'SF' ( i f  I can call I t  that) 
that I prefer to see on te lly .  I t 's  much more 
acceptable than Blake or Dr. Who, where, due to 
plot demands, the production s ta ff generally 
overreach themselves and you find  that the whole 
set wobbles when a door is closed, or the space­
ships look like  the toys they rea lly are.

Your comments on the use of the members' not­
iceboard are relevant; I t 's  nice to see what oth­
ers are up to .

But as usual I t  is the le tterco l that I f  Ind 
most Interesting and liv e ly . I t 's  the measure of 
the magazine, and always comes out well. Someone 
always says something that's worth picking up 
and replying to, e.g. th is thing about comics. 
I t 's  been a good while since I was into comics 
( ah, those halcyon days spent In a seedy news­
agents H ik ing fo r the fina le  to a 'continued 
next Issue' story), though I t  d idn 't take me long 
to graduate to Marvel comics, the most Intellegent _-|g,

and reasoned stable. Their heroes had problems (Spidey's agonis­
ed adolescence; DD's tortuous, unspoken love -s ffa lr; Ben Grimm's 
long road to face up to his deformity; Captain America's Inab­
i l i t y  to get used to the modern day and his g u ilt over Bucky's 
death), the pilots were Intellegent, and, surprise surprise, the 
Viliams, though often monstrously ev il, were quite rational 
(Doc Doom. Galactus, Green Gobi In ). The violence presented 
within these mags was always...detached, somehow, t  was hard 
to equate the violence depicted on the page (often'superbly 
drawn) to everyday violence. Doc Doom's incredible technology 
pitted against the freakish powers ogf the FF, though unden­
iably vio lent, was somehow violence on a higher plane, comp­
le te ly  believable within the context of the scrip t, but In no 
way could I t  be related to the real world. Sheer escapism, 
brand days, those. ((That is how I feel about the Marvel com­
ics tea; at the ir best, they were/are great s tu ff.) )

I liked Paul Fraser's comments about the BSFA award. I, too 
would like  to see i t  extended to other than novels.

Frankly, Phil S-P pissed me o ff. I wish he'd realise that 
probably most of the members prefer MATRIX to VECTOR. I f  I t  
wasn't fo r the lig h t atmosphere generated In M, I doubt very 
much whether I'd  renew my subscription. Thogh Dave I'Hngrove . 
seems to be achieving a somewhat ligh te r look, I t  1s, more 
often than not, hard going. If i t  came to a choice between 
M and V, then give me M anytime. ((Ah, but I hope I t  doesn't! 
I 'd  be very unhappy to see one without the other. The two mags 
should complement one another and just because I try to keep 
on the ligh te r side in MATRIX doesn't mean I don't enjoy the 
kind of serlcus discussion Dave alms at 1n VECTOR.))

JAMES T PARKER, 18 King '.'/1111am S t., Old Town, Swindon, Wilts 
SN1 3LB.

Regarding Dave Cobbledick and h1s mission In the cause of 
better TVSF. Rubbish! Sorry Dave, but your grasp of what mot­
ivates the TV establishment must be rather nlave to say the 
least. Do you REALLY think that TV producers give a damn about 
SF and the unique perspectives I t  has to offer? Do they Hell! 
No, friend, the one thing that 'Star ^ rek ', 'Logan's Run', 
'Space 1999' 'UFO', and 'The Man From A tlan tis ' etc. have In 
common Is the fact that they're a ll unadulterated trash.

Mass produced, assembly-line 'shows' modified with a few 
fancy b its of fu tu r is t ic  technology to make 'em distjqgcjsh- 
able from other mass produced assembly-line 'shows' like  'Me-' 
Cloud', 'MacMillan and Wife1 and 'Starsky and Hutch' etc. Worse 
s t i l l ,  everyone of these series 1s weighed down with the same 
brand of bland American Liberal-Democratic moral tra d itio n a l­
ism that refuse to accept that moral conflic ts cannot be re­
solved without genuinely radical upsurges, often of a violent 
nature. Two alien races trying to exterminate each other? 
Simple: our square-jawed, al 13Amer I can hero (plus token Blatk) 
simply points out to them the error of the ir ways; telIsEthem 
to stop the ir e v il,  destructive practices because we're a ll 
brothers In th is wunnerful universe. I f  only conflic ts  were 
so easily resolved. No, Dave, TVSF is an Insult to the In te ll­
igence; unlike GOOD SF, i t  never comes within a m illion years 
of dealing seriously, profoundly, with things like  human I r ­
ra tio n a lity , p o lit ica l con flic t and Neo-Facism disguised as 
friend ly benevolence... I l  also refuses to even deal with the 
poss ib ility  of the fa ilu re  of the space-race to achieve any­
thing. Its  moral pronouncements are Invariably banal, bereft



of w it and wcrldljr experience,
«atch any example of TVSF and you’ l l  see the 

tru th  of my, perhaps harsh, judgements. TVSF Is 

lik e  90% of TV, I t ’ s jus t Ins tan tly  fo rge ttab le ; 

none of I t  re a lly  REACHES YOU a. a human being. 

I t ’ s Just highly coloured junk fo r  bored, l i s t ­

less minds that don’ t  want to th ink about any­

thing at a l l .  I t 's  fo r  I I 4 ?, morons and people 

who th ink John Wayne represents the fin e s t demo­

c ra tic  valnes.
Forget your crusade, Daye. I know your heart’ s 

In the r ig h t place, man, but you’ re jus t banging 

your head against a brick w a ll. In two years time, 

when the 'S ta r Wars' thing has died down, I doubt 

whether y o u 'll fin d  any SF on TV at a l l .  I t ’ l l  be 

out of fashion, see, not commercial any more, 

passe. Hut then th a t's  the kind of world we liv e  

in , 1nn1t? The media Is only exp lo iting  SF as a 

current fad; I t ' s  not at a ll Interested In rea l, 

spesclatlve f ic t io n  -  because that deals with 

nasty things that mass audiences don’ t  want to 

know a bo u t...P o llu tion , the economic ra^e of the 

Third World, the collapse of unjust social sys­

tems, racialism  and too mush hate everywhere...do 

I need to go on? Show roe one SF show that deals 

with these topics -  and doesn't pull i t s  punches -  

and you've got my support, Dave, OK?

Meanwhile I ' l l  s tick  with Vonnegut, Ballard 

and E llison  etc.
((A thought-provoking le t te r  which I ’ m sure ie 

going to generate response...Much a rt Is undoubted­

ly  designed to confirm people's prejudices and TV 

Is no exception. I t 's  u n re lis t lc  to expect answers 

but I wouldn't mind a few quest! Sns now and again; 

however I must admit that I feel that 'S ta r Trek', 

at least, ( in  a way which has been excessively over­

rated by I ts  makers and fo llow ers) did attempt to 

speculate.))

GWINFjR JONES, 34 Bryn Gwynt, Amlwch Port, Angle­

sey, Gwynedd, North Wales.

When I received the BSFA March package I was 

three - f i f t h s  of the wa# through Hein le in 's huge 

novel 'Time Enough For Love'.
I f i r s t  discovered ^e ln le ln  some f if te e n  years 

ago. I was fourteen. I read 'The Da y A fter Tomorrow' 

and 'The Man Who Sold The Moon' and at the time I 

thought I t  was pure genius. His short stories and 

novels b r is t l in g  with gadgets and heavy dialogue -  

great! ,t
On re v is it in g  e ln le ln  over the las t few weeks 

I wasn't quite so overawed. Not so many gadgets, 

plenty of dialogue and sex!

I th ink It 's ^ ra th e r an understatement to remark 

that the modern e ln le ln  is  obsessed by sex and the 

male-female re la tionsh ip  In his novels ‘ I W ill Fear 

No E v il1 and 'Time Enough For Love' and to a lesser 

extent in 'Glory Road'. Logevlty is  another of his 

pet formulas fo r  a s to ry lin e .
1 th ink that sex 1n the context of a SF novel 

is  understandable and normal, but uelnle ln saturates 
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both books especially with so much. I mean I t 's  not In bad 

taste, 1 t ‘ s ju s t out of proportion and ,akes both novels 

jus t p la in  d u ll.
The central character In ' !  W ill Fear No E v il ' must be 

the most ludicrous nymphomaniac of a ll time. She/he Is e ith ­

er th inking , ta lk ing  or planning some ultim ate sexual eepl- 

oit/experlment fo r  400 pages.

I read Steven Bridges' le t te r  on the film s  'S ile n t Run­

ning’ and 'Dark S ta r '. 1 d id n 't share Steven's disappointment 

with 'S ile n t Running1 .  I thought the s to ry line  was very 

o rig ina l and the colour and special effects were very well 

handled. So I t  did cost a few pennle* more than 'Dark S tar' 

to make; why hold that against It?  The external shots of the 

ship 'Dark S tar' were unconvincing, low on de ta il and the 

shots were lacking In the I llu s io n  of depth. The ship i t ­

s e lf  was very unimpressive and reminded me of an aerodynamic 

e le c tr ic  iron without the handle. The colour wasn't too 

good e ither but the conversation the commander o f the 'Dark 

S tar' has with the rebellious ta lk ing  bomb was very funny.

CYRIL SlNSA, 18 Muswell Ave, London N10 2EG.

You want to know my honest opinion on the policy of 

l is t in g  magazine contents? S tu ff the th ings. The only cases 

In which such a policy is  ju s t if ie d  are those Jn which the 

magazine Is :
(a) generally unavailable In th is  country, OR

(b) not obviously an SF/F -  oriented magazine.

1.e. I f  you're l is t in g  UNEARTH or BANANAS or VOID or some 

other obscurish journa l, then th a t 's  f in e . But otherwise, 

i f  someone is interested In buying prozines they are e ither 

(a) going to have to buy them from a bookshop/newsstand, 

in which case they can look at the thing f i r s t ,  OR (b) ord­

er them by m all, but in  that case the mail order catalogue 

should give some Idea of contents. L is ting  aNALOGs /F&SFs /  

IASFNIs e tc ., which are already lis te d  In Ken S la te r's  Fan- 

tas t catalogues, and elsewhere, Is a waste of space (unless 

you are comprehensive about I t ,  of course -  but In that 

case you're producing a l is t in g  of prozine contents Instead 

of MATRIX.
Apart from th a t, my in i t ia l  reaction to M16 Is -  a good 

issue. Some in te resting  items. Also one painful one, v iz . 

Phi; Stephensen-Rayne's le t te r .

Phil seems to have taken upon himself the ro le  of unoff­

ic ia l watchdog over BSFA a ffa irs ,  which doesn't trouble me 

by and large ( i t  s fo r  our own good, a fte r a l l ,  In n it? ). 

I've  no doubt that he means what he says sincere ly, and I 

dare say that he has made some useful suggestions In the 

past. HOyever, his la tes t le t te r  makes one of my own pieces 

the butt of h is snide comments, and I feel tha t what he says 

about I t  consists of badly-informed hysterics. This In turn 

makes me wonder whether the le t te r  makes any useful points 

at a ll  s fte r  the paragraph beginning "lily, m y...1' ,  or whether 

he Is in  fa c t just having a go at things fo r  the hell of I t .

I was o rig in a lly  planning to le t  a ll f i r e  and brimstone 

loose at Phil at th is  juncture, but I've  desisted so as to 

preserve coherence. Look, Tom Jones ran a World's Worst SF 

Story contest. My entry was "Adam the Antigen." I agree that 

"Adam the Antigen" 1s flim sy , cliched, tu rg id ly  w ritten , etc; 

1t is  crap. What do you expect from the World's Worst SF 

Story? Something meaningful? orig ina l?  w ell-w ritten? Tom



asked fo r  the los ie s t story 1 could possibly w rite ; 
1 wrote I t .  The fac t that Phil thought I t  appalling 
suggests that 1 snccedded.

I presume Phil speaks f ig u ra tiv e ly  when he re­
fe rs  to "Adam the Antigen" as a Tangent re je c t, but 
the very statement Implies that he thinks I (and 
other ton tribu to rs) are fobbing MATRIX o ff with our 
second-best m ateria l. T 'r is  not so. "Adam the Ant­
igen" was w ritten  1n d irec t response to Tom’ s re­
quest, Tom was given f i r s t  grabs, and he took the 
piece. With the exception of some f ic t io n  In TANGENT, 
(which consists of prozlne re je c ts ), a ll my cont­

ributions to BSFA fanzines are w ritten  especially 
fo r  them. I f  I produce a fanzine a r t ic le  and i t  gets 
rejected on the grounds that I t  Is not good enough 
I generally do not re-submit I t  elsewhere; I simp­
ly  accept that I ’ ve made an error in judgement. 
Tom and Ian Garbutt have both rejected some of my 
submissions -  and retrospectively I agree with them 
that the material was not of a high enough stand­
ard.

I cannot re a lly  be bothered to take personal 
offence at what Phil says about my work. I f  Phi*! 
thinks that I (and other contributors) are unacc­

omplished w rite rs then th a t, I suppose, is  f a i r  en­
ough. But I th ink he’ s fo rge tting  that MATRIX Is , 
a fte r a l l ,  an amateur publication being produced In 
spare tim e, I f  I was a p ro fess iina l-ca llb re  w rite r 
which seems to bs what Phil Is a fte r, I ’ d be appear­
ing on the whole In professional pub lications. But 
I'm not, and I give the BSFA the best c r it ic a l 
and/or s a t ir ic a l work I have the time and capab­
i l i t y  to w rite  at the present. Perhaps I ' l l  Imp­
rove with the practice I gain In the process and 
I ' l l  s ta rt producing material which w ill meet P h il's  
stringent standards.(And perhaps I won't, In which 

case Phil and other c r it ic s  w ill have been r ig h t 
tha t the BSFA encouraged mediocrity In my case -  
maybe not In others. But then everything can work 
two ways).

I f  you're fee ling  pissed o ff ,  P h il, i t ' s  no use 
ranting at a bunch of amateurs; i t  won't make them 
Improve, though constructive c r it ic is m  might.

I ' l l  stop there. There's been too much serious 
discussion about a piece which I never meant too 

seriously in the f i r s t  place.
Paul Fraser's le t te r  also sticks out 1n my mind, 

since I seem to agree with almost a ll  of I t .  Shorter 
length caregories In the BSFA awards would be nice: 
Geis' "One Immortal Ilian" and P ries t's  "An In f in ite  
Summer" should both have been award-nominees, but 
they don’ t  stand a chance because they got published 
on the "wrong" side of the A tla n tic . I am a b it  dub­
ious about the p ra c tic a lity , simply beca;.ye the 
B r it is h  market Is so small that some years you might 
get awards given to the best novella out of two, etc. 
An award lik e  that would be a dubious d is tin c tio n , 
surely? And anyway, the BFS already gives such awards 
in fantasy, and so at least B ritis h  f antasy sto ries 
do receive the a ttention they deserve. But I t  Is an 
Idea; I 'd  lik e  to see such awards, I f  feas ib le .
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Re B ritis h  Grozinas, Paul Is absolutely r ig h t In his 
c r ite r ia  fo r  the e d ito r's  po licy, too; especially In the 

need fo r  a strong-minded editor who w ill boance lousy 
sto ries by Names. A lo t of editors daren 't; the American 
market is p a rticu la rly  plagued by th is  e v il,  possibly worst 
perpetrator being lASFiii. The mag seems to be overflowing 
with Name authors, but with the exception of the occasion­
al blockbuster, e.g. Poul Anderson's novella In Issue no. 

3, these Name contributions are predominately crud and em- 
Inately fo rge ttab le . In fa c t those shorts which are any 
good tend to be those by 'm inor' and/or new authors, which 

are at the very least promising. I t  looks lik e  a cage of 
the Unknown who has to try  harder In order to make the 
sale.

Last autumn I got very annoyed with an extremely short 
s^ory with an unwieldy long t i t l e  by a well-known w rite r; 
I t  was basica lly  a science lecture (a boring one at that) 

done up in an Incredible number of c liches. I wrote to the 
editor of the magazine in which I t  appeared, and I received 
a po lite  reply (much more p o lite  than I deserved consider­
ing the tone of my o rig ina l le t te r )  to the e ffec t that -  . 

okay, I t  wasn't exactly the Ideal SF ta le , but I t  was In t­
eresting, and a fte r a ll  I t  was by a LARGE NAME! (1 am para­
phrasing). H e ll, quite apart from the fa c t that I t  bored 

me s ick, my reaction Is -  SO 11 HAT I f  I t ' s  by a large name? 
I t 's  a lousy s to ry.

Further correspondance e lic ite d  a comment to the e ffect 
that one cannot to ta lly  fo rget the good stories one has en­
joyed from the same pen. I suppose th a t 's  true, but person­
a lly  I would not extend my Indulgence as fa r  as allowing a 
w rite r to produce unadulterated SHIT. I f  the ed ito r has 
two s to ries , both of which are c ompetent but neither of 
which Is outstanding, then I accept that the story by the . 

better-known w rite r Is of greater In terest to the audience. 
But a piece i f  s h it Is a piece of s h it ,  no matter who shat 
I t .  Period.

The edito r In question does a lo t  fo r  new w riters so 
I t ' s  not re a lly  him I should be bitching about, but there 

1s an awful ot of th is  sort of sycophantla a ll over the place 
and that Is no way to run a prozlne.

SF 2 ROCK MUSIC DEPT: Whilst a ll the BSFA's rock music 
experts go on and on about the subtle nuances of various 
progressive and/or heavy and/or dreary rock bands with SF 

leanings, nobody Is saying anything about Punk Rock. So 
I ’ m going to say:

THE ADVERTS!
(H 'ray l)

They are not s t r ic t ly  SF In the tra d itio n a l sense, but 
they are reminiscent of the science f ic t io n a l 'new wave' 
partly  through the bleakness of th e ir  v ision and partly  
through th e ir  use of the b iza rre . "Garry Cflmore's Eyes" 
(the single that reached the charts) Is pre tty psychotic 

and obsessive, and features the executed murderer (Garry 
Gllmore)'s eyes popping up In a patient who's jus t had 

eye-surgery. Their new album "Crossing the Red Sea With 
The Adverts", contains several s im ila r ly  outlandish tracks: 
"Bombsite Boy" might jus t as well be taking place In an 
after-the-bomb fu ture  as In the East End. "On Wheels" Is a 
morbid piece about what I t  must be lik e  to be trapped In 
a wheelchair, and Is musically possibly th e ir  most invent­
ive, "Drowning Man", "New Church", and others also have



strong helpings of the weird.
As I said, not trad SF. But they share the tech­

nique of synthesising the existent and the mundane 
to create the q u irk lly  unique (to paraphrase Dave 
Wingrove In his VECTOR 84 e d lto r 'a l) .  In th is ,  and 

In th e ir  non-conformist a ttitudes -  on "Safety In 

Numbers" they even have a go at conformism w ithin 
the punk rock new wave I ts e l f  -  I f  not In th e ir  
occasional lack of musical polish, they remind me 
of the Jefferson Airplane.

((Three points: The contents l is t in g  was prob­

ably an unsuccessful experiment and I hope that 
what I have as a (p a rt ia l)  replacement 1s more use­

f u l .  Secondly although you say "Adam" was accepted 

by Tom I decided that I t  should be published In 
MATRIX - ju s t to set the record s tra ig h t 1n case 
anyone sees the Heavy Hand of the former Editor 

guiding my every movement -  do you, Mr Jones, Sir? 

Although, I th ink In both our opinions, there was 
no question as the story completely met the re­
quired c r ite r ia  of embodying a ll those Sr cliches 
we know and love so w e ll. I f  I t  fa ile d  In th is  -  
could I t  have been...good? And th ird ly ,* th e  Adverts 
are great.))

PAUL FRASER, 51, Ivanhoe Rd, Aberdeen ABj 7HA.

The cover was OK but there’ s s t i l l  only one 
staple. Steev Higgins’ story was even better than 
C yril S’ msa's, These people can be re a lly  atrocious 
when they try !  I ’ ve enjoyed these las t two so much 
that I ’ m quite looking forward to Kilgore Herowltz 
I I I .  The quick skim that I gave to Gordon Johnson's 

a f t ic le  on lib ra r ie s  showed J t to be quite reasonable. 
I'm afra id  I d id n 't enjoy C yril Slmsa's account of 

la s t years Eastercon. A more stra ight-forw ard account 
would have been preferred. ( I t  would also le t  me 
know what to expect at th is  years Eastercon!) I'm 

a fra id  I found Dave Cobbledick's "Opinion" completely 
po in tless. Newshounds actua lly  had some news In I t !  
(Sorry Andy). I'm kind of glad the Fanzine b i t 's  being 

dropped as 1 personally skimped on the two pages, 
Usually. Sorry I f  that sound s lik e  a snide boot- 
1 n-vthe— grotn, but I t ' s  jus t what I fe e l.  "Philos- 
ophTcal kant" was almost impossible to rec ite  but 
I t  was very amusing when I read I t  the f i r s t  time.

Your reply to the Idea of having an SF magaz­
ine was, w ell, quaint, to say the leas t. You wouldn't 

need more adverts than f ic t io n  before a prozlne was 
v iab le . Take Vortex as an example: (these are some 
figures 1 got from Keith Seddon).

Ed ltor/Publ1shing salary 500
Contributors' fees 1000
Typesetting 300
Design (Editor does i t  himself) 0

P rin ting :
Paper (40,000 run) 2o00

Plates 200
P rin ting  1000
Finishing 500

COST....£6,100.
Now, no doubt some of these figures are a b it  o ff ,  but any 

advertising revenue would take care of tha t. To break even you 
would have to se ll 24,000 copies at 50p. (Vortex d is tribu to rs  
gave back 22.3p per copy ( l .e ,  £ ); I f  another d is tr ib u to r  only 
gave 1/3 cover price back, then 30,000 at 60p.)

This Is the point where Keith Seddon and I break company. 
These costings are fo r a B/W mag on ordinary paper. This Is what 

I would put in my magazine:
60,000 words f ic t io n  (instead of 40 -45,000 as Vortex had) 
3p. B/l? ll lo e s  (opposed to the numerous ones V. had).

A couple of nonfiction a rt ic le s ; say. a review and a feature 
The rates you could pay out of that £1000 contribu to rs ' 

fees would be 1̂ -p (3/) a word fo r  f ic t io n  ( ip  (2j{) fo r se ria ls) 

and £50 a B/I'J 11 lo and £100 a cover. These are re la t iv e ly  good 
rates In the f ie ld  (not sure '’ bout the artwork) and so you'd 

be able to get the like s  of Bishop, Roberts, Martin, Moorcock, 
Priest or whatever your tastes run to . I th ink tha t a well-run 
m1ddle-roadlsh magazlhe (a mixture of Analog, balaxy and F5SF) 

would be popular enough to get a 24,000 d is trib u tio n  at 50 -  
60p a copy. A ll I t  needs Is some publisher to wake up.

((Wow, you've re a lly  blinded me with figures, Paul...Khat 

can I say but I hope you're right?  I can't argue with the f ig ­

ures you give as I've  nothing of my own to come back w ith, but 

I th ink you underestimate the hassles In setting  up a magazine. 
Even I f  you run I t  from your spare room you're going to end up 

with a sizable b i l l  fo r  incidentals such as postage, phone 
b i l ls ,  etc. which I see you've not budgeted fo r . . .B u t I w^nt 
you to be r ig h t . . . . ) )

Now, o ff that d ia tribe  and on to my next one -  concerning 
D.Strahan. I was rather disappointed at his reply to my le t te r ,  

to say the leas t. He seems to have got awfully Lot under the . 
c o lla r , what with ca lling  me various things; 'in f la te d  ego', 
'b i t  of a masochist1 , 'serious lack of a b il ity  and vocabulary' 

I 'd  just lik e  to go through h1s le t te r  piece by piece. Th? flrs S  
part, where he says my a ttitude  Is : "Strahan gave ( i t )  a bed 

review, who the hell does he th ink he Is disagreeing with me?”
is jus t an exceptionally warped piece of (dare I say I t )  s h it .

Here, he Is g u ilty  of reading between the lines , which he acc­
uses me of doing, in the next paragraph. My a ttitude  was actual-
lysomewhat d if fe re n t. 1 was annoyed (not 'angry ') at his giving

an u tte r ly  Incompetent review, not a bad one. The fa c t that he 
d id n 't f in is h  reading was one point that I was pa rticu la rly  
sceptical about. I s t i l l  maintain that you have to read the 

entire  thing to be able to review I t  properly. Next paragraph 
he sold that perhaps he never a rticu la ted  one pointtoo w ell. The 
reason he never fin ished the novelet was that he cou ldn 't. Of 
another novelet, though, (Jennings') he said "Had I the time I 'd  

read i t . "  So can he re a lly  blame me fo r  thinking his review was 

a rush job?
Eventually, in his conclusion, he says the phrases I use 1n 

my le t te rs , such as 'cocksuckers1 , 'piece of s h it1 ..."show a 
serious lack of a b i l i t y  and vocabulary on his p a rt."  Norman 
Spinrad's BUG JaCK BARRON overused one of the words of the Eng­

lis h  language to the point of tedium and Moorcock In a le t te r  to 
Maya j3  used the f i r s t  of the two examples above. What I am 
try ing  to say 1s that I use these words/phrases because they 
f i t  ((As Spinrad would say... ?)) .And anyway, In a masterstroke 

of hypocrisy, Strahan pulled his only remaining leg from under 
neath himself by saying that Steinbach's ’painting "had less 
deta il than a turd."
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( [And now, le t ’ s s ta rt a new page with some deeply 
serious and closely-reasoned analysis...No, on sec­
ond thoughts, le t ’ s heap from ...

JAMES CORLEY, 30, Empress Ave., Manor Park, London 
E12))

I'm returning this staple I found ra ttlin g  a- 
round Inside the new-style loose leaf MATRIX. I t 's  
no good to me. I see W.H. Smith's are doing a very 
tastefSl line In Star Wars ring binders, you should 
put in a bulk order and solve the problem once and 
fo r a l l .

Very disturbing Issue, fu l l  of arguments. I 
won't comment on the continuing Heinlein/facist 
turmoil. The only answer to these pinko-liberal 
crypto-degenerates Is to line them up against a 
wall and give them a message from a Chicargo type­
w rite r.

What's wrong with magazine reviews? David Strah­
an did a good job on The Magazine of Fantasy and Sci­
ence F iction. I never get round to read’ ng the mag- 
azines but I appreciate being told what's in them.

Paul Fraser's Ideas on the BSFA Award verge on 
the sensible, except fo r the strange American not­
ion of giving I t  a twee name. E lig ib i l i ty  should be 
year of f i r s t  publication whatever the format. Some 
good pbs never come out in hb, and vice versa.

Next controversy:

Keep the stanzas of poetry in
The standard's appalling, 1t's really a sin
But after a ll they're doing the ir best
And I t 's  no worse than any of the rest

of the junk you p rin t, or should I say mispr­
in t, 

rather, in your eclectic funzine.

Don't le t the bastards grind you down about the 
out-of-date news. Just change the t i t le  from 'News- 
hounds' to 'Archaeologists of the BSFA'. Perhaps i t  
could be improved by imposing some sort of order on 
i t ,  l i t t l e  subtitles like  What Was On TV Last Month, 
What The BFl Were Showing 7 Weeks Ago, etc. No 
point in lis t in g  book t i t le s  covered elsewhere, ex­
cept fo r SF That Escaped.

Liked the humour of the Steev Higgins and Cyril 
Simsa pieces.

Incidentally why didn 't I appear in last Issue's 
le tte r  column? I f  1 didn 't send you a loc you could 
s t i l l  have reprinted one of the old ones, the jokes 
don't change.

if , by some chance, and to ta lly  without coercion 
you just happen to buy my silence with a large drink 
at Skycon then I won't wri + e an effing le tte r about 
the effing bad language controversy.

DAVID WINGROVE, 4, Holmside Court, Nightingale Lane 
fialham, London Slff 2 5JW.

A quick word on MATRIX 16. I d idn 't know Rodin 
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was a fan! Gosh, I ' l l  have to re-evaluate my opinion of him 
Was he sercon? Anyway, the le tte re d  confused me because I 
hadn't read MATRIX 15 (owing to the fact that I only got a 
copy yesterday!) Sore nice heavy philosophical/polItical 
content the ir, but Ben Burr ought to be very careful when 
arguing about the true nature of Anarcy. I t  Is such an am­
orphous beast that you can say "I am an anarchist" and s t i l l  
be in total disagreement with another of your 'p o lit ic a l 
conviction'. For the truth is that anarchism Is a very per­
sonal philosophy that can not work unless on an individual 
basis, '•■hen i t  becomes social i t  perverts or metamorphoses. 
(Marx was an anarchist un til he tried  t® impose his ideas, 
and then dogma took over and Communism was born, one of the 
p o litica l plagues of our time).

As to language, Dave Cobbledick should avoid any arg­
uments on this score. I feel that there should be no cen­
sorship but self-censorship. You should know when and where 
i t  is righ t to le t o ff steam, to talk naturally, to curb 
your tongue. Another form of anarch)!, I guess. But, then, 
anarchy is r ig id  self-government, the only form that works 
a ll of the time.MUI wasrlght when ho said that a ll things 
are okay except when you hurt others by doing them. There 
are too many selfish bastards who use lega lity  as an excuse 
fo r Immorality, and the moral code always superscedes the 
legal, whatever the po litic ians might te ll you. A bad law 
never lasts on the books: something they taught me in my law 
studies.

Enough, though. SF and the media: I loved STAR WARS and 
expected nothing but what I saw, a marv.llously superficial 
and fun movie that could page the way fo r marvellous mean­
ingful film s in future. And Blake's Seven, fo r a ll Its  
fau lts  is a vast Improvement on what has gone before.

Phil's  le tte r brought a wry smile from me. Yes, Chris 
has been sodding awkward and I, fo r one w ill find  I t  hard 
to make any future reconciliation with him. In personal 
terms I had a hard three months trying to piece together 
an issue without artwork (thanks again Rob!), wondering 
when I could get back to lith o , writing to a ll and sundry 
to get things moving for future issues, etc. etc. I t  could 
have been easy, but Chris' intransigence and fucking bloody- 
mindedness defeated a ll our e ffo rts  to get something together 
in time. We have a good year ahead of us to make the BSFA 
strong and v ita l again. I t  should be now but fo r Chrisl 
evaisions of our financial state. And I no longer accept 
(or am w illing  to) his excuses of illness. I hard a hard 
three months, personally, try ing to rebuild a relationship. 
Chris's impositions probably made that impossible. He ie n 't 
working, he's no longer a student and he isn ’ t  hospitalised, 
so what the hell has he been doing? I am no longer w illing  to 
keep quiet about i t .  I t  buggered us a ll up fo r a long time 
and we had to grin and bear i t ,  and make lots and lots of 
excuses. The time is gone when we do that anymore. I f  Chris 
reads this I hope he has the guts to go into print and explain 
what he was up tp. Enough. The whole business sickens me.

STEEV HIGGINS, 18, St Austell Ave, Tyldesley, Greater Man­
chester. M29 7FY.

Don't scrap the poetry, even though most of i t  is bad 
(including my own piece In M15), As for the prozine reviews, 
what is the point of a couple of subjective paragraphs on a



cvuple-of'stories, selected highlights, and passing the 

rest off with a single sentence. Equally the contents list 

says nothing of any use. Maybe the answer is to drop than 

alltogether and have separate zine or maybe a supplement In 

which all the stories can be d alt with at sufficient length 

so that the prospective buyer can really make his own mind 

up.
I’m glad my maiden effort wasn’t greeted with a barrage 

of hysteria, I’d have hated to see It go down under a hail 

of soul-destroying polemic.
The 500th anniversary of ’Tomaorrow’s world1 was cel­

ebrated In the RADIO TIMES by an article by Chris Priest on 

the future of television. Not a lot of new stuff came up, 

mainly holography, ultra-mln1turlsation etc. but his spec­

ulation on TV being beamed right into the brain, and what 

might happen If a demagogue got direct access to the popul­

ation’s minds, was very significant. When do we see the sto­

ry, Chris? (or has there already been one?)

At last! Somebody who enjoyed ’Red Shift’. I think the 

problem was If you tried too hard to understand It you not

only took on an Impossible task-, but lost contact 

with 'the story, wheras If you simply accepted It, 

you not only did understand It, as far as you were 
meant to (the time switching etc, that Is) but It 

swallowed you.
Now to my piece on the ’Space Beagle’: to those 

who commented, thanks for taking It seriously, 

which Is encouragement In Itself. To Bill Little, 

I'm sorry. I did mention that the vovel hangs to­

gether, but only In that the concllslon Is a log­

ical one to the whole novel, wheras It does so as 

an artistic whole. And the lie was given to this 

by my treating of the stories seperately. This was 

how the piece wrote Itself, l.e. how my thoughts 

emerged as I worked them out, and I was stupid 

enough not to criticise my own criticism.

As for writing about NexialIsm, this raises 

another parallel with Asimov’s ’Foundation Tril­

ogy’. Was Asimov writing about Psychohistory, an­

other Imaginary science? Yea or nay, however, 1s 

irrelevant to the novel on the dissecting table. 

It seems to me a lot of the action Is not con­

cerned with Nextalism, but with telling a good sto­

ry.That, though is my reading of It. In my piece 

I tried to criticise the book on Its own terms, 

rather than chastise It for a lack of de p phil­

osophical Insights etc. which I considered a val­

id critical viewpoint. Perhaps through this I did 

miss the point.
And now (fanfare) Dave Cobbledick. You say 1 

picked you up wrong. What I thought you meant was 

that you enjoyed listening to SF oriented lyrics, 

and that was what made songs with an SF theme app­

eal to you. I was saying that I also enjoy SF and 

fantasy lyrics, from Sabbath to Steve Hillage, 

but to me the music Is primary. It seems to me 

that the same concerns filter through Rock as do 

through SF. I like all sorts of music from Holsts 

’The Planets’ to Devc (the new wave band) but not 

because they’re to do with SF but because they 

give me the same sont of feeling SF does, such as 
awe, excitement, a metal 11c/technologlcal feel, 

or suchlike. I trust I make myself-obscure.

As for our tastes, well they can’t be helped. 

I like Sabbath, but think Floyd are the greatest, 

and also find punk great as well as HM, and 1



don't jus t stop there, I've  heard 'War P igs ', by 

the say, and th ink i t ' s  an excellent track, not 

only fo r  the way i t  puts over the feel of war, 
but also i ts  own anger over and anHpa-Hry for 
i t .  Rut i t ' s  in te resting  to co pare 1t with the 
Floyd track 'Corporal Clegg', which I th ink has 

t Mo  coao too lings, huf more refined, and effect** 

ive.
On TVSF I'm r ig h t behind you. The questionn­

a ire 's  a great idea. My own opinio., is that as a 
m inority in te res t SF should be on BBC2. I th ink 
we should have an SF 'Play of the Week', and since 
there is  one coming up (('Stargazy On Zummerdown)) 

I ' l l  be Interseted to see i t .
And now fo r  something completely d if fe re n t. 

.That gets me are those people who ta lk  about 'e n t­

ertainment1 as i f  i t  was something opposed to what 

they no doubt consider a rtsy -fa rtsy  junk, and 
fodder fo r in te lle c tu a l snobs. I'm re fe rring  to 

Paul Fraser with his 'academe can go screw them­
se lves '. Have they never realised that the whale 
point of a rt is  to entertain by i ts  a r t is t r y .  Dam­

m it, th inking is  what makes being a 
enjoyable, and yet some people want 
a way to switch o ff !

PHIL STEPHENSEN-PAYNE, "Lindon", 1, 
Old Marston, Oxford )X3 ORL,

You have your own In d iv id u a lity , and MATRIX 
could do with a heavy in jec tion  thereof. MATRIX 

is  not VECTOR I agree, and I would hate to make 

i t  so, but an imformal, chatty members' magazine 
does not have to be, in t r in s ic a lly ,  of lower qual­

i t y  than a c r it ic a l one, and I th ink that at the 

moment, MATRIX is .
Which piece of atrocious grammar brings me to 

MATRIX 16, and thought/comments/views thereon. 

Congratulations on your seeing 'Red S h ift ' -  I am 
most annoyed at having missed I t  (being without a 
te lv is ic n  occasionally has drawbacks}. Garner is 

an author who greatly impresses me, and I was part­
ic u la r ly  taken by 'Red S h if t1 . ((So was I -  I f  you 

hadn't gues ed! A b r i l l ia n t  novel, and the TV adapt­
ion by and large did i t  ju s t ic e .11 Did you see 

the TV production of 'The Owl Service' some years 

back? Also very good -  probably because Garner him­
se lf was very involved in the production.((As I 

th ink he was of 'Red S h if t ' . ) )
We w ill continue to disagree on the "Worst SF 

story" pieces -  I thought "Moonbase Aleph" t r i v ia l .  

Hot to mention that your lib e ra l use of blank lines 
padded i t  to about twice i ts  proper length. ((Others

human being so 
books to ife

Lewell Ave,

a member. F i l l  MATRIX with material of th is  q ua lity , and even 

I w ill f in d  i t  hard to complain. Even ^ y r i l  Simsa's Eastercon 
piece was fa i r ly  palatable (more so than a Burgess pie anyway) 

and for cnoc iho prospect seemed fa i r .
But then, to ruin i t  a l l ,  carae Dave Cobbledick's piece. 

One reason 1 hate meeting people is  that i t  is  fa r  more d i f f ­

ic u lt  to bo rudo to them tlioroaf to r, anH ha-rino met Daye two 
days ago I am re luctant to be too harsh on his 'O p in ion '. But, 

to be honest, I thought i t  a rambling, inchoate mess of i r r e l ­

evancy - I  don't th ink he rea lly  said anything in three columns 

le t  alone anything of relevance.
For Issue a fte r  issue I've  avoided ; FFFFthrough lack of 

in te res t, and now that I've  started reading him again, Keith 

gives up! A shame, he ce rta in ly  is  the best capsule fanzine 
reviewer I've  seen around. Let's hipe your 'replacements are 

good.
I would take issue with David Strahan on one point, v iz " I f  

vou th ink a book is  bad or boring you don't go on with | t " .  Yes, 

unlessyou' re going to review I t .  I agree that a large number 
of slipshod (4 mainly non-fannish) reviewers do throw over a 

book partway and review i t  on what they've read, but that is  

pure laziness. OK i f  your review is  along the lines of "I could- 

n 't f in is h  i t ,  but of what I re a d .. ." ,  but not I f  your review 

purports to be of the whole book. I t  is not necessary fo r  a rev­

iewer tn lik e  the books he reads, ’.nd I th ink David fa l ls  down on 

the point he accuses 'Mr Fraser' o f, viz th inking that i f  he did­

n 't  lik e  i t  i t  did not deserve a fa i r  assessment. I have jus t 

read 'S lave -g irl of Gor1 fo r review, a ll 450 pages of i t ,  and I 

was bored from the f i r s t  page, but tha t d id n 't give me the rig h t 

to give i t  up and review i t  on th a t. I know, as much as I could 

without reading i t ,  that the book would be abysmally boring, but 

any reviewere has a duty both to the reader and the author to 
read every book ca re fu lly , just in case something changes. (And 

th is  does happen. O rbit published 7/8 abysmal "Space 1999nnovels 

followed by Tubb's "Space 1999: E a rth fa ll"  which was re a lly  rather 
good -  but there was no way of knowing that from the b lurb/cover/ 

f i r s t  few pages.
Thinking of TVSF I reca ll something I forgot e a r lie r, viz 

"The H itch-h ike r's  guide to the galaxy", on Radio 4, 10.30 a.m. 

on Wednesdays. I t  is  very h ila rious and obviously w ritten  by some- 

onewho knows the subject w ell. I t 's  spotted with lugubrious rob­

ots, im probability drives, chatty computers, and euperb items 

such as a sperm whale s tr iv in g  fo r  s e lf - id e n tity  and wocld-con- 
'ceptlonduring his plummet to the p lanet's surface from 300 miles 
up (where he had jus t materialised) accompanied by a bowl of 

petunias whose only thought during the f a l l  was "Oh no, not a- 

ga in !" i t ' s  pieces lik e  th is  that make one believe in  the BBC!

I must say that I disagree with Dave 0 on the value of cen­
soring MATRIX so as to not antagonise the ove r-fo rtie s . (You 

could always send then a free sachet of Phyllosan with every 
issue.) I t  is  another of the wishy-washy please-everybody a t t ­

itudes that has made MATRIX Into the bland package i t  ofttimes is .  

Not that MATRIX should necessarily include swear-words, or ex­

have also commented on th is  and through most of th is  >clucfe them, but that you should decide, as ed ito r, what you 

issue I am not separating paragraphs except where the want, and s tick  to i t .  Of a ll groups, SF fans should be the las t 

sense of the piece re a lly  ca lls  fo r  double spacing)) worried about such antiquated notions as being offended by rude

On the other hand, Gordon Johnson's a r t ic le  was words. As fo r his " 'R ea l' people, of any stand ing ..." that is 

fasc ina ting , and jus t right»(Sadly ind ica tive , per- pure egocentred nonsense. Dave is  offended by such words, th a t's  

haps, that i t  was a re p r in t) .  This is  the s tu ff of whippjt̂  hang-up -  try ing  to hide i t  behind pon tifIca tlons on 'r e a l ' 

MATRIX should/could be made. Clear, concise, amateur fJetple is  ch ild ish . I have no great fondness fo r  using cunt or 

icleson any matter of In te rest /relevance that comest^c )< in my le tte rs  -  they are rea rly  apprprria ie  -  but nor do I
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often use cant or fuge or manj other va lid  mono­

sy llab ic  words.
I don't see how Paul Fraser can support his th 

thesis that "The UK could dupport a regular mag. 

I t  could probably support th re e ,1' That seems to 

be a completely personal opinion not based on any 

fa c ts . Agreed that fo r  such a project to succeed 

you need to be non-obso-.e/advertise heavily / buy 

good m ateria l, but the combination of the las t two 

[probably) makes the venture uneconomic. I t  appears 

that there are in s u ffic ie n t people in the UK who 

would buy such a magazine to make I t  pay its  way.

I t  is  very nice and id e a lis t ic  to say that a ll the 

fa ilu re s  of recent years (New Worlds/New W ritings/ 

Vortex/Other NorId s /V js ions of Tomorrow/SF Monthly) 

were nurely because of bad management, but I don't 

th ink that a reasonable assumption. Even in the US 

where the potentia l market is  much higher, the mag­

azines are in troub le . Your own point that "SF is 

fa r  less of a m inority in te res t than many topics 

which have th riv in g  magazines devoted to them11 is  

net. I th ink, immediately relevant. Tnere are few, 

i f  any, th riv in g  f ic t io n  magazines in ihe  UK, which 

Is the immediate comparison, and many other topics 

(e .g . stock-car racing) are more related to mag­

azines ( i,e ,  news of events and cars) than to books.

A series of stock-car racing novels would probably 

be a financ ia l d isaster. SF is ,  by i ts  nature, more 

related to novels than magazines and so the books 

s e ll,  and the magazines don 't, ((You're r ig h t, P h il. 

I should have compared lik e  with l ik e ; what I was 

intending to point out was that although when you 

walk in to  a newssagents you see lo ts  of magazines, 

most of them are on spec ific  topics which by th e ir  

nature can command lo ts  of advertising -  hence are 

subsidied. SF, and indeed f ic t io n  in general, does­

n 't  command th is  sort of mass advertising appeal.))

Seeing as Dave W (guardian of the BSFA Aware) 

doesn't loc MATRIX ((w e ll, he has, but not on th is  

to p ic )), perhaps I'd  better b r ie f ly  comment on the 

matter. The BSFA Award is currently based on two 

assumptions:- ( l )  I t  should take the place of s 

physical award, 8 (?) I t  should be awarded by the 

members. (1 j precludes awards fo r  many top ics, because 

with the BSFA spending I ts  money on VECTOR/TANGENT/1 

MATRIX we have no cash le f t  over and cannot afford 

more than one or two. (2) precludes awards to short­

er lengths of f ic t io n  because most of the member­

ship would have read few or any of the e lig ib le  

s to ries . For the same reason the award currently 

goes to paperback not hardbacks. I don't necessarily 

th ink that the assumptions are the best, but they 

are the ones we work on at the moment, and from them 

the rest of our policy fo llow s lo g ic a lly . I f  any­

one thinks we should change our policy he Is to de­

clare I t ,
•hich about fin ishes ms on MATRIX fo r  th is  time. 

E ither I t  was a better issue or I was in a better 

mood.

((And now three sheets of blank paper...'Jlait a minute, Its  

a te tte r  fro m ... ?

ALISON LOWE, 146 Alexandra Road, Mutley P la in, Plymouth,^ 

Devon.))

I enjoyed 'Moonbase Aleph' and the lib ra ry  report by 

Gordon Johnson was also very good. I don't v is i t  l ib ra r ie s  

as much as I used to , because I lik e  to co lle c t books now, 

rather than have to give them back, but when I was at school 

I useo to haunt our local branch. New I know the reason why 

there were never large amounts of SF available -  I thought 

at the time I t  was jus t a discriminated against genre.

As to defining and explaining SF, well I don't know 

that I t ' s  such a good th ing, a ll th is  wanting to wrap def­

in it io n s  around things, SF In p a rticu la r. There are so 

many w ide ly -d iffe ring  styies and Ideas and types under the 

heading 'SF' that to try  and define I t  would be pre tty  im­

possible. Any d e fin it io n  Is not going to be able to en­

compass a ll that SF Is , so some Is bound to be le f t  out. I 

must say I've  neuer read a sa tis fac to ry , In my opinion, 

d e fin it io n  of SF,
I ce rta in ly  can't put my finge r on the exact reason 

why I enjoy SF e ithe r. Most other kinds of f ic t io n  bore me, 

so I read l i t t l e  outside the SF f ie ld  -  I simply don't lik e  

other kinds of w ritin g , but as to why I don't lik e  them, 

but do lik e  SF, I couldn 't say. Maybe I t 's  a good thing that 

I don't go into that too deeply -  jus t as 1 don't agree with 

try ing  to re s tr ic t  SF by defining i t ,  I don't want i t  know 

the exact reason behind my enjoyment of SF. I have a fee ling  

that i f  I can say "I enjoy SF because..." and give a long 

l i s t  of reasons, a lo t  of that enjoyment w ill have gone, I 

th ink th is  Is probably a 'head-1n-the-sand a ttitude  to some 

extent, but I 'd  sooner jus t leave I t  that way, and enjoy I t  

fo r I ts  own sake,
"Jell, I see 'B lake's 7' has fin ished  fo r  the time beings 

leaving us with a 'Dr Who' s tle  ending, to ensure we a ll . . 

watch the next series. I th ink i t  got better as I t  got on, 

especially the re lationships between the crew. I hope they 

develop the s itu a tio n  between Blake and Avon, and, since 

the las t episode ended with a prediction of the Liberator 

being blown up, maybe th e y 'l l develop the format a b it ,  a- 

wajr from the 't ra v e ll in g  through space having adventures' 

s ty le . To give them c re d it, however, they do actua lly  come 

Into contact wl th the 'baddies' from time to time; i t  did­

n 't  deteriorate Into a straightforward 'journey' type format 

which i t  could have easily done.
I expect y o u 'll be getting plenty of reports on the 

Eastercon ((you 're  the f i r s t  person to mention I t l  Although 

most of the le t te rs  arrived before Easter.)) -  I actua lly got 

to go th is  year. I t  was my f i r s t  Con, and as such I d id n 't 

rea lly  know what to expect. Uhat I found was a good deal 

d iffe re n t In a lo t  of ways from what I 'd  expected. The thing 

that came over most strongly was the fr ien d line ss , the cam­

araderie among the members. I 'd  never been in such a large 

gathering of people who appreciate SF, and to be able to 

s ta rt ta lk ing  to a complete stranger on the subject of SF 

was marvellous. A ll the things you've wanted to say about 

various books or fanzines that nobody else re a lly  understood 

everybody at the Con did understand, and were w illin g  to 

ta lk  with you about I t ,  or argue with you, at least to comm­

unicate, which Is more than most people normally would, I

-25-



enjoyed the Gon very mu^h, despite the high prices 

of food and drink. The eathrow certa in ly  is  a 1 
luxurious hote l, even i f  the management d id n 't 
appreciate the room parties.((naughty, naughty)) 

The fancy dress ball w ill live  In my mind fo r ­

ever; the s ight of Brian Burgess nearly naked 
w ill haunt my dreams fo r  months to come. ((Yes, 

w e ll, not having attended Eastercon I have no 

idea what that refers to and I refuse to spec­
u la te !))

Did everyone see the ’ Bionic Dog1 , then? and 

did we a ll enjoy It?  At f i r s t  I could hardly be­

lieve  i t  -  Oscar Goldman looking sincerely worr­
ied that "Maximt 11-1 an was experiencing 'b ion ic  

w ithdrawal"1 I don't know how he reads his lines 

with a straight, face, re a lly  I don 't; they must 

pay him a lo t  or something...

KEITH WARWICK, 98 High S t., Hemel Hempstead, 

Herts HP1 3AQ

I liked  the le tte rs  which have become more 

In te resting  and stim ulating. I have noticed a t  
couple of a n t,-h arw1ck-Vortex-F1asco jibes , which 

is  good (what fun !) People should be using MATRIv 

as a genuine platform from which to pub lic ly  a ir  

th e ir  views about the genre and other people's 

views a like  -  which is what they are doing.
With the new surge of in te rest 1n SF being 

brought about by 'you know what' -  that ch ild ­
rens film  about H it le r , ^azls and the French res­

istance set 1n the fa r-flu n g  fu ture  -  1 th ink . 

they ca ll I t  'Far Bores' or something. Yes, I do 

th ink i t  is  entertainment -  but hardly serious 

food fo r  thought, surely?
The adventure yarn about Noonbase Alaph was 

a real b it  of maniacal humour -  and I thought i t  

rather good. The la s t time I laughed as much was 

at one of Bob Shaw's speeches.

PAHL HARRIS, 8 Overgreen Drive, Klngshurst, 

Birmingham 37.
Adam the Antigen was fin e , Breakapart was fa i r .  

I hope that y o u 'll be very care fu l and not p rin t 

too many pieces lik e  th is  'cos the thought of 450+ 

would-be-comics a ll sending In th e ir  l i t t l e  sat­

ir ic a l e f fo r ts . . . .
Very In teresting and Informative are the labels 

that can be applied to Gordon Johnson's a r t ic le .  Other 

'In s ig h ts ' along the same lines would be very wel­
come. (See to I t  Andy -  or e lse!)

Don't allow the mobb from True andon to get th e ir  

greedy l i t t l e  hands on y r i l  Simsa.r And under no c irc ­

umstances must you le t  him be exposed to th e ir  
very desirable wares (booze, boobs red lurex cat 

su its , pant, pants). The BSFA can't s ffo rd  to loose 

him. And I f  a fte r a ll that i t  turns out that he has 
been a BNF fo r  years and years then 1 th ink I ' l l  

k i l l  m yse lf...
1 found the prozine reviews to be unst1mulat 1 ng 

but eminently preferable to the Contents l is ts  which 

are, I believe worse than useless, -26

The las t episode of 'B lake 's 7' has just fin ished . The 

series ce rta in ly  lived up to Its  in i t ia l  promise. I t  remain­

ed hackneyed, cliched and embarrassing to watch. Never again 

w ill  we see an episode ond with a black-eyed baddie threat­

ening to get Blake i f  i t  is  the la s t th ing tha t he ever does 

...h e h l hch! heh!
P ity that Keith Freeman's given up fanzine mentions (are 

we allowed to ca ll them reviews?)((Not I f  you don't want 

^eith  to Pay You A V is i t ) ) .  I hope tha t someone with even 

better connections with wider fandom w ill provide a s im ila r 

service fo r  the BSFA; well fo r  those members who need I t ;  

w e ll, the Ignorant, re a lly ; w e ll, fo r  me a c tu a lly . . .

I th ink that p o lit ic a l discussion Is something that NAT- 

RIX Is going to be stuck with fo r  a long, long time. And pol­

i t ic s  Is a damn sight worthier of discu sslon than a ll th is  

rubbish about SF In education, and the various downs who are 

burbling on and on about the so-called rights and wrongs of 
'fo u l ' language.(Education In general deserves a place, but 

why a ll th is  dragging of SF Into every subject under the sun 

that we ta lk  about.)

B i l l  L i t t le :  we a ll have our weird Ideas about our weird 

p o lit ic a l set-up; yours, I f  not weird, appear to be naive. 

I f  we s tick  to a very simple level I t  Is obvious that we are 

not even a representative democracy due to the unfalrhess of 

our e lectoral system - and thanks to the machinations of the 

major parties we are not l ik e ly  to see a system of proport­

ional representation Introduced In the near fu ts re . And c iv­

i l  servants or no c iv i l  servants, do you rea lly  think that any 

pressure group short of something the size of the TUC w ill 

persuade the Party leaders and Whips to do the honourable 

thing? You know damn well that the chances of major Issues 

being Influenced by voters or pressure groups are .very slim . 

■lie possess a very small, very dubious amount of power every 

f iv e  years. And thanks to the media, the education system, 

etc. we don't even rea lise  hew that power Is guided, lie 

rive In a society ruled by numerous o ligarchies, and I t  w ill 

never change.
I'm more than a l i t t l e  ignorant when i t  comes to cons, but 

Dave Langford seems to make sense. Perhaps I f ,  Instead of 

putting our foo t into i t ,  the BSFA were ti> lis te n  to those 

nasty, ch ild ish , fannlsh fans who have been running them fo r  

years.
Well done Dave Cobbledick fo r  attacking Dave Lewis. How i 

dare he have the nerve to knock peoples' ideals and aims. I t  

's  disgusting that he should aven h in t that anything is  ' 

other than pe fee t with our great and wonderful BSFA. Dave ©

lewis: I f  you In s is t on w riting  daring, controversial mat­

e r ia l,  be prepared to face the cre tins who w ill  deny you .  

the r ig h t to do so. Cretins lik e  Dave Cobbledick.

BEN BURR, 7 Egerton Drive, ^reenwlch, London SE10 8JS

After the mention of my upcoming fanzine In the las t 

Issue of MATRIX only two people have responded In any way. 

This shows how bio dy apathetic the MATRIX readership 1s at 

the present, near 500 people and only two could bother. Any­

one who wants a copy had better w rite  soon, as I ’ m setting a 

deadline on receipt of s .a .e . 's , and there w ill  be no ex­

ceptions.(This does not apply to people I regard as friends, 

who'll get a copy anyway. So I f  you aren 't a fr iend  yet, 

w rite !)



Terry 'a lie n  Is one of the most overrated (by 

the BBC ) and worst w rite rs  doing TVSF. I 'v e  nev­

er re a lly  lik e d  his s c r ip ts . The Daleks were o r i ­

g in a l, but the s to r ie s  w eren 't. His episodes of 

SURVIVORS were the least enjoyable, and now B lake's 

7 confirms ray opinion tha t he has an In a b i l i t y  to 

th in k  of anything new or d if fe re n t ,  Too many e fths  

episodes were almost c r  c t ly  taken from STAR 

TREK and other TVSF programmes as wall as assort­

ed pieces of f i c t io n .  I suppose tha t the BBC were 

try in g  to  capture the many STAR TREK fans around, 

and they've probably succeeded, u n fo rtu n a te ly , He 

are bound to be 1n fo r  another season of i t  la te r  

In the year.
To dsay th a t no true  fan remains a true  fan i f  

he doesn't fe e l complacent a fte r  reading a new nov­

el by h is  fa v o u r ite  ( i f  he has a s ing le  fa v o u r ite ) 

SF w r ite r  1s a b i t  l im it in g ,  and I c a n 't agree com­

p le te ly  w ith I t .  Occasionally I fe e l cpmplacent a fte r  

reading a good novel o f sho rte r wftrk, but a f te r r  

reading what I consider superb f ic t io n  I experience 

a fe e lin g  akin to complacency, but ra ther d i f f ­

erent In an important respect. The d ic tio n a ry  

d e f in it io n  o f the word complacency is  th a t I t  is  

a tra n q u il pleasure; s e lf  s a t is fa c t io n . I c e rta in ­

ly  fe e l s a t is f ie d ,  but not usua lly  tra n q u il.  i 

enjoy works tha t give me something to th ink  about, 

tha t s tim u la te  mental a c t ! c i t y .  A fte r a great work 

I remain exc ited , ac tive  and in  a k ind of mental 

'h ig h ' fo r  some tim e.

The e ld e rly  are more re s i l ie n t  than Dave C 

seems to  th in k . I showed his le t te r  to  severa l, 

average old people, and they found h is  le t te r  more 

o ffensive  th  them than any swear words they could 

th ink  o f .  I t s  condescending tone Is  in s u lt in g  to 

a l l  those above the age of 40.

RICHARD BANCROFT, 7 Noone Lane, C lith e ro e , Lance.

I see tha t v iru le n t bug got a held of ypu.iiPe 

too , Ughi The Invaders have nothing In common 

w ith th a t l i t t l e  b u g ...b u t somehow I t  locks as i f  

the e ffe c t enhanced your e d ito rsh ip  q u l i t le s .

Actor ^areth  Thomas who portrays the space (a n t i)  

hero Blake Is  reported as saylnc "You merely have 

to suspend d is b e lie f and play overgrown ch ild ren  

I t  Is  to ta l ly  and tru e ly  Space arce. n N e ll,  

who are we to  disagree w ith him,' Kay the Farce 

be w ith y o u .. .
In to  my posesslon has come A PICTORIAL HISTORY 

of SF from Captain Vldeao to +he Star Trek phenomen­

on and beyond. Main t i t l e  -  FANTASTIC TELEV SION.

This book must fare the u ltim a te  documentation 

o f TVSF at the present tim e. You name the TV series 

and I ’ m sure y o u 'l l  f in d  i t  here. I t  Includes 

Superman, The Outer L im its , Star ^rek, The r is -  

gner, The Invaders, One Step beyond and many more, 

includes an index o f SF f i lm s  made exc lus ive ly  

fo r  TV, Cartoon SF has a respectable mention w ith 

neat I l lu s t ra t io n s  and B r it is h  te le fan tosy  is  well 

documented. A ll TVSF series  are Indexed and expl aled 
-27 - 

eplsode by episode -  i f  you sre keen on TVSF th is  book 

(LSP BOCKS LTD, w r it  en by Gary Gerani w ith Paul H Schul­

man) Is  fo r  you.

I have based a quiz on my new knowlege of TVSF:

10 Burl Ives was the Man who wanted tol'IHAT fo re ve r!

2) Orson N e lles ' famous red lo  report of a Martian Inv­

asion was made in to  a TV documentary (1075) What was I ts  

t i t le ?
3) Who were the Gargoyles?

4) -ho created the character of .Bernard Quatermass?

Who was MR TERRIFIC? and CAPTAIN ZERO?

( ( I  sha ll not reveal my score on th a t except to  $ay 

I d id n 't  get them ALL wrong. H o n e s t. . . . . ) )

KEITH M WARWICK, 98 High S t, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP13AG

As I recen tly  viewed STAR WARS, I would l ik e  to  give my 

personal review of th is  much pub lic ised  f i lm .  The p lo t was 

p re tty  standard -  i t  Is  re a lly  a k idd ies f i lm  and w ithout 

i t s  exce llen t special e ffe c ts , I'm sure I t  w ouldn 't have 

a ttra c te d  i t s  large adu lt audience. F u ll marks go to d i r ­

ector eorge Lucas of keeping the f i lm  t ig h t  and co n s is t- 

en tly  e x c it in g , and even funny -  such as the instance when 

Chewbacca was s ta r t le d  by a mechanical dog. The costume 

designers and make-up a r t is ts  created the most s ta r t l in g  and 

o r ig in a l a lie n  creatures I have ever seen. The most memorable 

scene o f the f i lm  fo r  me w il l  always be the 1n te rg a la c t!c  bar, 

where the heroes found themselves among the most decadent 

dregs of the m ilky way -  Lucas d irected  i t  to  a tu rn  to cre­

ate a stunning and thoughtCprovoking v is io n  of he ll on an­

other p lanet.
The bad points are usual and pecu lia r t i  th is  type of 

f i lm ,  such as the goodles/maln characters never ge tting  

wounded w hile a l l  the time b o lts  were being f i r e d  a t then from 

every d ire c t io n . The baddies su ffe red  In to le ra b le  losses! 

The climax o f the f i lm  c e rta in ly  suspends you above your 

sea t. The screenplay was not qu ite  as l i t e r a te  as Dr.Who -  

somebody has said that? -  but again I would commend bgcrge 

lucas fo r  h is Midas touch.

A ll th a t remains now is  fo r  us a l l  to  go and see CLOSE 

ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD KIND. I have heard, from a very re ­

l ia b le  source, th a t although the f i lm  is  probably the most 

v is u a lly  Impressive ever made, i t  lacked common sense, 

lo g ic , and p lo t consistency. I t  coaid, I suppose be too 

easy fo r  us to be taken in  by the f i lm s  mysterious and 

sensational theme -  ju s t th in k  o f I t s  subject m atter. 

Again, the p u b lic is ts  have set about try in g  to precondition 

us through autosuggestion. One day we w il l  get so Imbued w ith  

a l l  the p u b lic ity  blurb th a t we w il l  go to see a re a lly  r o t t ­

en f i lm  and a c tu a lly  convince ourselves th a t 1t was the 

best th ing  on c e llu lo id .A re  f ilm s  only to be judged by th e ir  

sheer volume of f i r s t - c la s s  special e ffe c ts  In fu tu re?  Anyway 

I won't be taken in by anything preposterous or phony, nor 

w i l l  1 be prejudiced ju s t because whatslsname said i t  was 

' l i k e  th a t ' .  I do hope th a t CLOSE ENCOUNTERS turns out to  be 

the u ltim a te  word on theUFB subject and w ait w ith eager ant­

ic ip a t io n  fo r  a chance to  see I t .

SANDY BROWN, 18 Gordon ^errace, B lantyre G72 9NA.

Now! Another new s e l f !  (ugh!) epic which plumbs the



depths that no s c r ip tw r ite r has plwuhed before!

My wrath Is currently directed against SLAKE1S 

7. I tr ied  ten minutes of ft;  that was enough, and 

! would probably never have watched ft again, 

but fo r my 4 year old daughter, who loves i t  

and in s is ts  on watching, That's my reason, what’ s 

yours?
You may be assured that devotees are held in 

contempt by the perpetrators -  how about th is  ex­

change in the lettercolumn of the RADIO TIMES? A 

corresondant writes that "Spacecraft that billow  

clouds of smoke a ll d r ift in g  upwards, men walk­

ing with g reat ease along a f le x ib le  tube, a ll 

th is  while in space! A l i t t l e  more time spent 

watching the moon takeoff and the walk in space by 

the Americans would have paid off in a l i t t l e  more 

realism ." The producer rep lie s  that the men were 

wajkiny along a spec ia lly  treated s tr ip , and that 

the spaceship was s t i l l  in atmosphere "before the 

rockets operated to power the ship into space". -  

filagic gobbledegook which, I contend, shows contempt 

fo r the audience.
Another instance. A matter transm itter whijh requ 

Ires a bracelet communicator to be worn by the ' 

transportee - presumably either a homing device, 

or part of the c ir c u it .  Blake has th is , but his 

adversaries de not. One of the Seven looses her 

bracelet and consiousness, just before reca ll to 

the ship. She is  found by the enemy, but the brace 

le t ,  ly ing in fu l l  view, is  not. Can you imagine a 

murder mystery where the fingerprint-covered revo l­

ver is  not boticed by the police?
SF has been, and s t i l l  mainly Is, a written 

entertainment. BLAKE'S 7 has a ll the outward trapp­

ings of SF, but misses the central ideas of SF. 

It is  c lea rly  labelled as SF, but is  merely 'Boys 

Cwn' adventure transplanted into space.

i now turn to a TV show which plays down the 

trap?ipgs of SF, but perfectly  grasps what SF is  

a l l  about. I re fer to IN THE LOOKING GLASS - 

also on BBCTV. The Nazca lines being made by a b u ll­

dozer; A tlan tis  ex isting to the present day, and 

at la s t being destroyed by a m issile ; studying the 

Earth at th is  moment through a swper-telescope and, 

due to the distahce, seeing only dinosaurs; a 

seedy, run-down h e ll.  A ll these in the form of 

't h ir t ie s  musicals, with the characters breaking into 

song at the crucia l moment; b latantly painted 

landscape, with the cast b latantly superimposed, 

This Is not labe lled as SF.

Now an example of the sam. two attitudes in a 

single programme -  yet again BBCTV. "Read A il 

About It" , a paperback review show. A chooses fo r 

review Ursula LeGuin's THE WINDS TWELVE QUARTERS; 

0 admits to d is lik in g  SF, and dismisses theBook; 

c, an author and a book c r i t ic  -  fo r chrlssakel - 

says she read the f i r s t  two sto ries and couldn't 

f in is h  the book. They then t irn  to Kinsley Amis1 

THE ALTERATION, which is  not labelled SF, and

proceed to p ra ise it.
I t 's  not an uncommon attitude to assume that SF is  'k id s 

s tu f f ';  why should we expect the scr ip t hacks and programme 

con tro lle rs to be other than a typ ica l cross-section of humanity?

TV in r lta in  dramatises as se r ia ls  a large number of w e ll- 

known books -  THE FORSYTE SAGA: I, CLAUDIUS: THE PRIME OF MISS 

11EAN BRODIE: ANhA KARENINA several of the Lord Peter Wimsey novels 

The same treatment of SF Is conspicuous by i t s  absence.

My onlv conclusion Is that it s  an Insoluble problem: how can 

SF fans clear up nan-fans' preconceptions about SF when, as soon 

as SE is  mentioned, people switch o ff mantall?

R I BARYCZ, 16 Musgrave Rd, Now Cross Gate, London SE14 6P-I.

i
Re Smith on BLAKE'S 7. It s not that Terry nation Is the only 

sc r ip t writer of SF, he just looks lik e  It b .cause a ll the others 

tfjall over thoer owh special e ffects. I have a suspicion that the 

BSC turns down the others fo r one simple reason: money. 

Special effects take a big s lic e  of an SF programme & the fewer 

that are needed the better. I suggest Smith read Gerro ld 's book 

on STAR TREK and the hassle they had over arlan E ll is o n 's  epis­

ode -  the man wanted a chasm lined with 80 booming statues;

what he got was a b it  of rock with a hole In the m idd le ,'& as fa r 

as I know know has bee screaming about th is  shortchanging of his t 

ta lents by Hollywood ever since. I suggest Smith study the 

BLAKE'S 7 shows when they are repented i  see just where the 

pennies were pinched. The Beeb lacks the money a l l  righ t |aut 

i t  uses what it s  got rather well 7 continues to believe that 

words are cheap 8 characters even cheaper s t i l l  & Its the 

charac±ers of BLAKE'S 7 that appeal, not the hardware. Nation 

can come up with good characters & given the choice between 

Nation not at his best and someone new the Beeb w ill go fo r 

Nation every time. Never mind the cliches, fee l the characters.

Love the clerihew. More! More!
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NEWSHOUNDS EXTRA....

New film s: THE CRAZIES, (d ir , George A Romero) experimental 
vaccine in a town’ s water supply causes berserk behaviour.

HOLOCAUST 20002000 is  a black magic ta le  set in a thermonuclear 

power plant; THE LnST DINOSAUR (d ir .  Alex Grasshof, Tom Kotanl) 

stars a tyrannosur found frozen in the ice-cap. (source, BFI 

MohthlyEf llm b u lle t in .

DAVID CARRADINE'S new film  Is DEATHSPORT. HARRISON FORD is 

working on FORCE 10 FROM NAVARONE, sequel to GUNS CF...

SILICON 3, August 25 -28 at Grosvenor Hotel, Newcastle ugon 

Tyne. An 'in fo rm a l' convention; fo r deta ils  contact Rob ackson 

71, King John St, Heaton, N 'castle NEB 5XR.

NE'j'SHOUNDS OF THE BSFA starred Paul Fraser, Ph il Stephenson- 

Payne, Tom Jones, C y r il Siissa, Geraint Day, Mary Long, Richard 

Bancroft, Roy Gray, Karass 35, and anyone else whose name is n 't  

down on th is hastily -scribb led  envelope.

Coops, there 's some more space; righ t, here goes. A Minneapolis 

man recently lo s t his bld to change h is name to 1069. The judge 

said using a number instead of a name would be 'an offense to 

basic dignity and Inherently to ta lita r ia n . A Mother of 3 kids 

w ill make a space f l ig h t  within two years (how many fathers of 

3 have made spaceflights?O. A new York psych ia tris t says 

STAR JARS Is good fo r ch ild re n ....
-28-
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This section of MATRIX was instituted to inform you about the 
plans of the Council and committee. I have tried to do that by 
presenting precis of the committee and Council minutes. I expected 
a reasonable response, comments, suggestions, criticisms, but, alas, 
I have been disappointed as the direct response to this column has 
been minimal. I do not believe you are apathetic, the energetic 
letter columns in the magazines prove me right so perhaps it is the 
way I have presented the information which is at fault.

Looking back at the columns I see I’ve told jou either what the 
committee has already done or is on the point of doing and obviously 
there is little point on commenting on what is past history. So, 
from now on I shall try to keep you informed as things occur so that 
you can have an input at the earliest possible stage. I hope this 
does not lead to disaster as two things I told you about at an early 
stage, prospective adverts, both fell through! This is a point to 
note, receiving information at an early stage more of it is likely to 
be abandoned, be overtaken by events or collapse in ruins.

Perhaps it's worth reiterating the organisation (oh no they groan) 
- Council delegates the day to day administration of the Association 
to a Management Committee (henceforth known as the committee). The 
committee keep in touch by letter, telephone and a Round Robin. The 
Round Robin is a postal forum for the discussion of matters involving 
the BSFA, the present Round Robin, number five contains some 50 plus' 
items - though a number of these are news items and points which have 
been decided. Usually on receipt of the Round Robin (which I originate) 
we have a committee meeting. These meetings take place in the London/ 
Reading/Oxford area and they are attended by Tom Jones, Dave Wingrove, 
Phil Stephensen-Payne, Trev Briggs and Keith Freeman (Keith is not 
strictly a member of committee, not being on Council, but he is keeper 
of the computer, doyen of the duplicator and a fund of experience), 
other committee members don't attend because they live in the far North 
to the very far North. The five of us can usually make decisions on 
most of the points but there are certain areas where we feel unjustified 
in making a decision without the rest of the committee ^present.

Because of this we have decided to hold a committee meeting,- 
in Liverpool hopefully in May/June at which all committee members 
will attend. The purpose of the meeting being to resolve all the 
sticky problems on which we don't agree. As you could expect there 
are many things we don't agree on, in particular the content, page 
count and necessity of the three publications; feelings run high on 
this. As our usual meetings take 6 to 8 hours we expect this one to 
take a whole day (if not more). I'll give you a blow by blow 
(perhaps literally) account of that when it's taken place.

Attached to this report are the minutes of the AGM, some ten 
pages, I've made it as detailed as possible so you can see not only 
what was discussed but get a general feel for the meeting. The AGM 
contains a report from the Council which mentions the major items of 
discussion at the Council meeting so I'll take this opportunity to 
mention some of the other points.

With the application of only mild torture Jim Barker has agreed 
to produce an eye catching A3 size poster which we can use to 
distribute to librarians and Dave Symes has agreed to distribute them,



after Keith has delved into the files to find out who amongst the 
membership belongs to that select band. Though we have some good 
adverts and posters which contain a pile of information none of them 
arc eyecatching, we’re thus looking to Jim for something which grabs 
the attention but isn't vulgar (can pou hear mo, Jim). Should anyone 
want one of these to display in his/her library, school, college, place 
of work (not your bedroom wall, please), write to have Symes.

The RS FA 
having another 
radio, theatre 
elsewhere.

Award was discussed in particular the possibility of 
award for best media production which would cover TV, 
but excluding films as these were weld catered for

whilst on the Award we changed it to award for best paperback 
of the year because so few people get a chance to read the hardbacks. 
As one could expect this did not meet with universal approval and it 
has been suggested that we open it up so that any book which has its 
first paperback publication or hardback publication is eligable. This 
moans some books get two bites at the cherry, first when they're 
published as a hardback and again a couple of years later when they 
appear in paperback, this is true but applies across the board. We!d 
like your views on that.

Tn fact we'd like your views on anything and everything within 
this ESPA News section and that includes the minutes. I know there 
arc ten pages of minutes but I would ask you to read them as they 
arc important and do effect you, the Any Other Business part is parti­
cularly worth reading as we had a good open discussion, which I've 
mode appear more structured than it actually was for the sake of clarity, 
A lot of ideas were thrown up and discussed but no decision taken, 
and before taking a decision we'd like some guidance from you.

I'm particularly interested in how you think we should spend your 
money and what percentage of the total should be allocated to each 
item of expenditure (just a rough guide, nothing fancy). The meeting 
hud a fair list of things it considered important but obviously we 
can't afford to do all of them nt once you can help by telling us what 
you think the priorities should be (no need to restrict yourselves 
to the items the AGM discussed).

The accounts for the year are also enclosed (these are subject 
to audit) and it's worth studying them to see where your money has 
gone. I know Balance Sheets and Income & Expenditure Accounts cause 
a mental blackout in some people so I'll sum them up very simply5 we 
made a loss of £350 which was paid for by funds in the current account 
brought forward from previous years. The largest item of expenditure 
was VECTOR and with the glossy lithoed format a mailing was costing 
more than we were getting in subscriptions. Committee had two choices 
- put up the subscriptions, again, or scrap litho and produce a duplies 
ated VECTOR or produce fewer mailings a year. The committee decided 
on a duplicated VECTOR and strongly feels that was the right solution.
1979 Eastercon

Thu ESFA again have a chance to work with a convention committee 
and we intend to do so to the mutual benefit of both. We inparticular 
will be allowed to have the AGM when we want it, at present the Friday 
evenning is running top of the list and we will have programme time 
allocated to us to use as we wish (in consultation with the ConCommittee, 
of course). So congratulations to leeds on winning the bid we're sure 
it's going to be a good con.
Eg FA, AWARD ’/INNER THE JONAH KIT by Ian Watson - well done! 
TFullT’resuits £n the nGil minutes) Bye, Tom A. Jones



THE BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION LIMITED.

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1977

N o te s 1977

19 0 1 .6 5
8 .5 7

6 0 -5 3  
854 .31  
133-51

. . ^ 4 4  
2991.01

1976

1079
20
26

325
170

2 
1622

INCOME
S u b s c r ip t io n s
D e p o s it A cco u n t I n t e r e s t
M agazine C h a in  S u b s c r ip t io n s  
V e c to r  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  & s a l e s  
Y ear book  a d v e r t s  & s a l e s  
S u n d r ie s

1

2

EXPENDITURE
C ost o f  V e c to r  2740.51
C ost o f  Y earbook
M agazine C ha in  E xp en ses  50.. 02
BSFA Awards 3 6 .5 0
C ost o f  B adges 10 .81
A d v e r t i s in g  2 3 8 .9 4
A d m in is t r a t io n  E x p en ses

P o s ta g e  t  1 1 8 .4 8
S t a t i o n e r y  * 5 6 .5 9
R e g i s t r a r  o f  Com panies

2 0 .0 0
T ra v e l l i n g  3 5 -2 0
S u n d r ie s  1 9 -8 4  2 4 0 o 11

D e p r e c ia t io n
L ib r a r y  1 9 -00

1326 
198 

24

6

58
20

20
20
40  158

21
O f f ic e  Equipm ent 1 .4 0  2 0 .4 0

C o rp o ra t io n  t a x  on i n t e r e s t  r e c e iv e d  
a t  42%

C o rp o ra t io n  t a x  on i n t e r e s t  r e c e iv e d  
i n  p r i o r  y e a r s  (42%)

E x c e ss  o f  e x p e n d i tu re  o v e r  incom e 
c a r r i e d  t o  A ccu m ula ted  Fund A ccount

3 3 3 7 .2 9  2 23
( 3 4 6 .2 8 )

3 - 5 8
( 3 4 9 .8 6 )

( 3 4 9 .8 6 )

1735 
("7 7 3 )

___ 9
( 122)

49

■ (J7 1 )

NOTES

1 . C ost o f  VECTOR

S to c k s  a t  1 J a n u a ry  1977
E x p e n d itu re  (Nos» 79 to  84)

S to c k s  a t  31 December 1977

1 2 0 .0 5  1 24
2 8 5 5 .6 2  1322
2 9 7 5 .6 7  1446

2 3 5 .1 6  120
2740.51 1326

2 . C ost o f  B adges

SUBJECT TO AUDIT

S to c k s  a t  1 J a n u a ry  1977
E x p e n d itu re

6 1 .5 4
68

6 1 .5 4 68
S to c k s  a s  a t  31 December 1977 5 0 -7 3 62

10.81 6



THE BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION LIMITED
BALANCE SHEET 31 DECEMBI;R 1977

FIXED ASSETS
Library at Cost
less i Depreciation, to date

1977 1976

913.36 913
745.36 168.00 726 .187
67.21 67
53.21 14.00 -52 15

Office Equipment at cost 
less? Depreciation to date
Award fund asstts 27.37 27

209.37 229
CURRENT ASSETS 
Stocks of Vectrrs 235.16 120
Stocks of Badges 50.73 62
Cash at Bank 1039.92 331
Cash in Hand 20.00 2

~ 13~4~r.M __5Tp«
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Sundry Creditors 1268.99 103
Corporation Tax 3.60 9

1272.59 112
NET CURRENT ASSETS 73.22 403

282.59 ~_632
REPRESENTED BY:

MEMBERS INTERESTS
Accumulated Fund
Balance ;atoilJanuary 1977 605.08 776
less: Excess of Expenditure 
over income for the year 349.86 255.22 171 605

Award funds
Dr. Weir• Memorial Fund 
British Fantasy Award

,15.00 15
12.37 27.37 12 27

282.59 .. 632•> ■ 1 w  — -r- i. i i .  _ _

SUBJECT TO AUDIT



"RITI7H SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION LIMITED
ACTING- COMPANY SECRETARY RIGISTERED OFFICE
D. E. Rogers (Mrs.' 69 Brumby Wood Lane,

Scunthorpe, 
South Humberside.

Chairman of the Meeting Tom A. Jones

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the above Association held 
at the Heathrow Hotel, Heathrow Airport, London on Sunday 
27th March at 10 o'clock in the lorenoon.

1. To confirm and accept the Minutes of the previous ACM
Thought the minutes had been circulated the meeting requested that 

the> be read, this was done by the Chairman. Mrs. Doreen Rogers asked 
that the minutes be ammended such that the name "D. Parker" be changed 
to "D. Rogers". The Chairman apologised for this error and the minutes 
were so ammended.

Mrs. Rogers asked what had happened with regard to the short 
identifying name for the British Science Fiction Association Award. 
The Chairman said sever®,! suggestions had been put forward, which had 
all been mentioned in the BSF^'s newsletter, MATRIX, but the Committee 
did not consider that any of these were suitable. The Chairman stressed 
that suggestions were still welcome.

A motion was then put that the minutes be accepted as correct,
Proposed: Ken Slater 
Seconded: Dave Symes 
Pass Nem Con

2. To receive and consider the balance sheet and accounts for the _ 
period 1st January 1977 to 31st December 1977 and to approve or 
otherwise.

The Chairman explained that the accounts were subject to audit 
and the auditor's report would be circulated to the membership when 
available. The Chairman said the Association's Treasurer, Mr. Chris 
Umpleby, would answer any questions about the accounts.

Mr. D. Symes asked if the loss shown would be recouped in this 
financial year. Mr. Umpleby explained the loss was due to expenditure 
on the Association's magazine VECTOR. This year the magazine was 
beig.g duplicated rather than lithoed which was considerably cheaper 
and the Association should recoup a large amount, if not all, of the 
loss incurred.

Mr. Symes asked if VECTOR would return to litho printing , the 
Chairman replied that the Committee had no intention of doing so at 
this time.

Mr. K. Slater suggested that if litho was used again alternative, 
cheaper printers should be found. Mr. wingrove (the newly appointed 
editor of VECTOR) replied that since taking over as editor he had found 
a printer who would do the job for about two thirds the cost.

The Chairman was asked why the typeface used had been so small 
and replied that this was due to Mr. C. Fowler (past editor) trying to 
squeeze as much material as possible into the journal. The Committee 
realised that this was disliked and there was no intention of ever 
returning to that print size.
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Hr Slater askedif the stocks of VECTOR were valued at cost price, 
Mr. Umpleby said they were thus any sales of back issues brought in 
a profit.

Following this up Mr. Slater asked if any were being sold. The 
Chairman asked Mr. K. Freeman who dealt with back issues to reply. 
Mr. Freeman said the back issues sold at a slow but steady rate. 
Mr. Freeman further explained that Mr. C. Fowler had previously looked 
after this and after handing it over there had been a backlog of requests 
some a year old and he was slowly working his way through these.,

Prices of back issues were discussed and Mr. Wingrove agreed to 
produce a seperate price list. Mr. Slater agreed to put this into his 
Fantast (Medway) Limited catelogue. It was further agreed that a summary 
of each issue would be given on the price list.

Mr. Umpleby was asked about the cost of badges and said this was 
the difference in stock at cost price over the year, the income from 
badges sold being included in Sundries.

Mr. Umpleby was asked if the cost under the item VECTO included 
all other publishing costs and postage, he replied that it did though 
the major expense was VECTOR with postage coming second at about £150 
per mailing. The Chairman explained that Mr. Fowler had administered 
the publishing part of the account and it was only possible to break ' 
down the expenditure to a certain level.

Mrs. Rogers asked if the year's subscriptions would cover the 
loss and the cost of this year's mailings. Mr. Umpleby said it would 
providing duplicated production was used. Mrs Rogers asked what the 
present membership was and Mr. Freeman replied it was about 500.

Mr. Gilbert said it had been usual in past years to bring out a 
mailing at the Easter Convention and this had saved some money in 
postage as some of the mailings could be distributed at the convention. 
The Chairman replied that this had not been possible with Easter being 
early this year.

There being no further questions a motion to approve the balance 
sheet and accounts subject to audit was proposed.

Proposed; D. Symes 
Seconded; K. Slater 
Passed Rem Con.

3. To receive and consider the report of_ the C opinc il for the period 
mentioned and to approve or otherwise.

The Chairman said the Council had kept the membership informed 
during the year by means of the "BSFA Rews" section in MATRIX which 
contained summaries of the Council and Committee meeting minutes. 
The recent mailing had also contained a Vice-Chairman's Annual Report 
and with this in mind the following report would be short.

The Council had met on Friday 25th March 1978 at the Heathrow 
Hotel, London. The salient points discussed weres-

a) The lack of a permanent company secretary as Doreen Rogers 
could only continue with the job for a short time after the AGM.
Council wished to express their gratitude to Mrs. Rogers for taking on 
this post at short notice when needed.

Mr. David Wingrove said that on a point of information since the 
Council meeting Mr. Kevin Smith, a Chartered Accountant, had offered to 
take on the post, subject to the agreement of his employers. The Chair­
man thanked Mr. Wingrove for this information and said he would contact
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Mr. K. Smith to finalise the matter.
b) BSEA Award. The Chairman said this had been organised by 

Mr. Wingrove and Council wished to thank him for the 
work he had put in. 

The Chairman handed over to Mr. Wingrove to announce 
the results.

Mr. Wingrove said he had' received 62 voting slips thi
s being a 

better response than previous years. The results were;

1/ THE JONAH KIT by Ian Watson
2/ HIGH RISE by J. G. Ballard
3/ INFERNO by Larry Niven & Jerry Pournelle

=4/ THE SPACE MACHINE by Chris Priest
=4/ TRITON by Samuel R. Delany

The Chairman said that all outstanding BSE'A Awards ha
d now been 

presented and Mr. Watson's would be delivered as soon
 as possible.

Mr. Freeman suggested the award could be made at Nova
con at an 

official ceremony. The Chairman said he would approach Mr. Watson and 

the Novacon Committee to see if this could be arrange
d.

Mr. Slater asked if the Award could be presented at t
he Easter 

Convention in following years. The Chairman said though the award 
could be available inscribing could not be done in ti

me. It was then 
suggested that the award could be made and the inscri

bing done later. 
The Chairman said Council would see if this could be 

arranged.

c) The BSEA's Council felt the BSE'A should be again i
nvolved in 

conventions and after much discussion wished to annou
nce their support 

for the 1979 Leeds bid, which they would help in any 
way.

The Co-Chairman of the Leeds bid said they welcomed t
he BSFS 

and wished to work with them.
Mr. Slater detailed the advantages of an organisation

, such as the 

BSEA, organising a convention should the convention s
uffer a loss and 

the organisers be made bankrupt. The Chairman thanked him for the 
information but emphasised the BSFA had no intention 

of taking over 
the bid in any way. Mr. Antony Croghan pointed out that any course 
which could involve the bankrupting of the BSFA shoul

d not be entered 
lightly. The Chairman agrred with Mr. Croghan.

The Chairman said that concluded the report of the Co
uncil.

There being no further discussion a motion was put th
at the 

report of Council be accepted. Proposed: K. freeman
Seconded: A. Croghan 
Passed Hem Con

4. Nominations for the Council
The following Council members retire by rotation;Bob Shaw

Les flood
James White

and being eligable offer themselves for re-election.
Each name was taken in turn for consideration.

Bob Shaw

Les flood

Proposed; L. Symes
Seconded; R. Gilbert
Passed Nem Con
Proposed; K. Slater 
Seconded; D. Symes 
passed Nem Con
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Jiia white Proposed; C. Umpleby
Seconded; K. Freeman
Passed Mem Con

Pae to the resignation of Mr. C. Fowler and Mr. D. Lewis two members 
were co-opted onto Council and thus offer themselves for election, 
Andy Sawyer and Chris Umpleby. Each name was taken in turn for 
consideration,
Andy Sawyer Proposed; T. Briggs

Seconded; D. Wingrove
Passed hem Con

Chris Umpleby Proposed; K. Freeman
Seconded; D. Symes
Passed hem Con

There are two further vacancies and the following nominations have 
been received, Dave Cobbledick and Trev Briggs. There were no further 
nominations from the floor thus each name was taken in turn for 
consideration.
Dave Cobbledick Proposed; D. Symes

Seconded; K. Freeman
Passed Mem Con

Trev Briggs Proposed; D. Wingrove
Seconded; Pl . Gilbert
Passed Mem Con

5a) lo consider and if thought fit pass the following special resol­
ution ''That clause 52 of the Articles of Association of the 
Association be altered by the deletion of the word'fifteen1and 
by the substitution of the word 'twenty-one'."
Mrs. PtOgers read out the relevant clause which relates to the 

number of members on Council.
The Chairman said a similar motion had been put at the previous 

AGM but because of the complex nature of the ensuing discussion 
Council were not satisfied with its legality and wished to put the 
motion again.

Dr. Gilbert asked why Council wished to increase its size by 
six. The Chairman said they wished to have one man, one job as the 
BSFA had suffered in the past when one person had performed more than 
one job as his or her loss created a severe trauma. Council was made 
up of three parts, the Committee who did the day to day administration; 
past committee members to act as a stop-gap should any Committee 
member fall down on the job; well known personalities to give exper­
ienced guidance. As an organisation gets larger it requires more 
members to look after administration and the extra Council places 
were to provide a leeway to take on new Management Committee members 
if so needed.

There was no further discussion and the motion was put.
Proposed: K. Slater 
Seconded: D. Symes 
Passed Nem Con

5 b) Do consider and if thought fit pass the following special resol­
ution "That in accordance with Clause 2 of the Articles of Ass­

ociation of the Association the Council may register such increase in 
the number of members of the Association as the PLegistrar of Companies 
will accept."
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Mrs. Rogers read out the relevant clause which governs the number 
of members the Association may have. Mrs. Rogers said she thought such 
an increase might involve a small fee.

A discussion ensued as to what membership the Association should 
request. The Chairman said Council wished to start with a request for 
2,000 but stressed that the number would be decided between the Compan y 
Secretary and tne Registrar of Companies.

hollowing a question concerning the limited status of the Assocsv. 
iation Mrs. Rogers explained this was "Limited by Guarantee". She 
further explained that this meant if the RSPA went into the hands of 
the Receiver each member's liabilities were limited by the amount set 
out on the Membership Guarantee 1'orm each member signed on joining, 
at present this was £1. The meeting thanked Mrs. Rogers for clarifying 
this point.

There being no further discussion the motion was put
Proposed? R. Gilbert 
Seconded? A. Croghan 
Passed Rem Con

6. To confirm the appointment of Mr. John Steward as Auditor to the 
Council for the year.

The Chairman said Mr. Steward had signified his willingness 
to continue as Auditor to the Council. The motion was proposed by 
Mrs, D. Rogers and Seconded by Mr. D. Wingrove. The motion was passed 
unanimously and the nesting expressed its thanks to Mr. Steward for 
undertaking the job.

A further resolution was proposed that Mr. J. Steward be awarded 
an honorarium of £10.

Propsed; D. Rogers 
Seconded? K. Slater 
Passed Rem Con.

7. To transact any other business of the Association

7.1 Sales of Vector
A question was asked as to how many VICTORS were sold to non­

members and what price was charged, also how many subscribers there 
were to the magazine.

Mr. Umpleby said the item on the Accounts under the Income label 
"Vector Subscription and Sales" comprised solely of income from non­
members, the cover price being 75p. The Chairman said VICTOR was 
sold on a single issue basis in the UK through specialist SP shops and 
on a subscription basis outside the UK, there being some 40 subscribers, 
mainly in the USA.
At this point the room was required for the business meeting of the 
Paster convention, a motion was thus put that the AGM be tempor

a r ily 
suspended and reconvened at 2.00 in the afternoon,Proposed? P. Symes 

Seconded? R. Gilbert 
Passed Rem Con

Minutes of the Reconvened AGM

7.2 The BSPA Award
Some discussion took place as to-the importance of the Award. 

The Chairman explained that the award was important and obviously
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regarded as such by publishers as the paperback versions of the past 
two yea^s winners carried this information on their front covers.

There was a strong feeling amongst the meeting that the physical 
award should be substantial and of value, perhaps upto £50. Several 
ideas for the form of the award were put forward, including a special 
cast metal design and a specially made piece of ceramic (such as a 
presentation plate). The Chairman said the committee would look into 
this but would have to take the present state of finances into account. 
Some members expressed the feeling that the ward was of such importance 
that it would be worth foregoing a mailing to pay for it. The Chair­
man replied that though the BSBA was under no legal obligation to 
produce 6 mailings a year as this was stressed in their advertising 
the Committee felt a moral obligation to so do.

A question was asked as to whether the mentions on book coversi 
helped the BSBA, The Chairman replied that the book publishers were 
usually good enough to pass any letters of query onto the BSBA, though 
it was agreed it would be better if the ESEA was specifically mentioned.

A discussion ensued as to whether the award's name should include 
some mention of the word "Readers", such as "BSBA Readers Award", 
feelings were mixed on this but on the whole it was agreed the title 
should be left as it stands.

A short name was discussed and R, Gilbert suggested The Carnell, 
after the famous SR publisher, editor, and past Chairman of the BSES. 
Keith Freeman said this had been suggested before but dropped as the 
BSBA had been informed some publisher's award was to be called The 
Carnell but as this had not happened he was completely in favour of 
the idea. A motion that the BSBA Award should be known by the short 
title of "The C.-.arnell" was put Proposed; R. Gilbert 

Seconded; D. Parker 
Passed Hem Con.

7.3 The Mailings
A wide ranging discussion took place on various aspects of the 

mailings.
It was suggested that the mailings contained too many separate 

bits and pieces, The Chairman pointed out that these in the main were 
either advertising fliers which brought in useful revenue or papers 
such as the agenda and BSBA Award voting slips which Council were 
legally bound to distribute. Committee pointed out that the more bits 
of paper there were the longer it took them to get a mailing together 
so they would do all in their power to keep the number of items to a 
minimum.

The mailings were criticised for being repetitious, in particular 
RAPURBACK PARLOUR reviewing the same books as VECTOR. Dave Wingr'ove 
said VECTOR would be carrying fewer paperback reviews restricting itself 
to those which had not appeared in hardback and to particularly import­
ant books, thus there would be much less overlap in future. Mr. Croghan 
pointed out that PAPERBACK PARLOUR was largely an information dissemin­
ation service and thus of importance and the BSBA should continue to 
distribute it, this was.the general feeling of the meeting. In conclus­
ion on this point the Chairman pointed out that PAPERBACK PARLOUR was 
not a BSBA publication but was produced by Mr. P Stephensen-Payne 
who allowed it to be distributed to the BSEA's members.

Mr. Crogham stated that he felt fandom should not intrude into 
the Association's publications, particularly VECTOR. The Chairman 
replied that he was astonished Mr. Crogham thought there was too much 
mention of fandom as the BSPA had been criticised for ignoring mt. 
He then stressed that VECTOR was a science fiction journal and there 
should be no mention of fandom, a policy in force for several years.
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Continuing the Chairman said MATRIX was a publica
tion for and by the 

members and if they wished to discuss fandom then
 it was only right 

and proper they do so. Mr Croghan said that as the publications 

came in the same envelope he tended to treat them
 as the same public­

ation. K. Freeman said he could understand this view and
 one solution 

would be to send VECTOR with one mailing and MATR
IX ’with another, thus 

alternating them, though this would not suit people who only liked 

one of the magazines. Mr. Wingrove considered this impractical, 
particularly as VECTOR tried to produce reviews o

f current books, 4 

months would be too long between issues. Generally the meeting disliked 

this idea.
There was some criticism of VECTOR under the edit

orship of Mr. 

Vingrove for being too "heavy”. Mr. Wingrove explained that he had 

been very limited in choice of material for the f
irst two issues and 

had had very little time to produce the first and
 at that time had 

received no material from Mr. Fowler. He had laid out his ideas in his 

first editorial and he hoped to achieve his aims 
soon. Mr. Croghan 

asked who set out the relative proportions of mat
erial in VECTOR, ie 

creative writing, information, correspondance. Mr. Wingrove said this 

was left to the editor as the quantity of each ty
pe of material available 

varied from issue to issue, but there were guidelines laid down by 

the committee. Mr. Croghan pointed out that librarians discounte
d the 

correspondance when they were judging whether or 
not to order a public­

ation. The Chairman replied t. at when letters were left 
out correspon­

dance to the editor stops, this had happened to b
oth past editors, 

Mr, Fowler and Mr. Edwards, this was clearly unde
sirable as the editor 

must have feedback.
Mr. Mingrove pointed out that the membership cons

isted of many 

people with many tastes and the committee had to 
try to cater for them 

all thejr thus tried to make the mailings as varie
d as possible and it 

would be wrong to aim them at apy one group, whet
her it be fans or •’ 

librarians. The Chairman echoed this sentiment.
It was noted that with the use duplication the am

ount spent on 

mailings would be in the region of 50$ of the exp
ected income, the 

meeting agreed this was reasonable.

7.4 Other publications
Mr". Slater said the British Fantasy Society produ

ced little 

bibliographic booklets which sold quite well and 
asked if the BSFA 

was doing anything in this line. The Chairman replied that they were 

trying to produce bibliographic booklets, the first two dev
oted to 

Philip K. Pick and Arthur C. Clarke and it was ho
ped these would be 

available towards the middle of the year. Mr. Slater pointed out that 

any such bibliographies should be sent to Whittac
kers for recording 

. and to THE BOOKSELLER where it might be mentioned
. Mr. Croghan 

pointed out THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RFCORB ran a 
bibliography column 

vvery 3 months and copies should thus go there. The Chairman thanked 

Mr. Slater and Mr. Croghan for this information a
nd said he would 

ensure this was done.

7.5 Financial Priorities
The meeting discussed financial priorities at som

e length, it 

was generally agreed that repaying the BSFA's deb
ts and producing 

the year's mailings were high priority. It was further agreed that 

providing a suitable BSFA Award should also be tr
eated as a high 

priority.
Making the BSFA better known was regarded as impo

rtant. The 

Chairman said that some £200 had been spent in th
e previous year on 

advertising and an advert in Edmund Cooper's SLAV
ES OF HEAVEN had 

just appeared and was expected to produce good re
sults, this had
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cost £70, the committee also wished to spend a further £200 this year. 
The Ehairman said choosing which periodicals to advertise in was some­
what hit and miss in that ones which could he expected to bring in a 
good response sometimes did poorly, for instance an ad in LOCUS had 
produced a poor response whilst Dave Wingrove's letter in GALAXY had 
been one of the best, from the point of ■fiew of new recruits, of the 
year.

The meeting endorsed the committees views on advertising and 
various members suggested that the following publications could be 
tried for advertising^

Library Association Record, Mr. Croghan said a box would cost £25, 
Books & Bookmen 
Starburst

The Chairman said he would ask Mr. Stephensen-Payne to investigate these. 
The meeting also felt that the BSfA should try to push sales of

V CTOR to academic institutions within the UK, committee said they 
would look into this.

A further high priority expense discussed was equipement with a 
secondhand IBM golfball typewriter being high on the list followed by 
an electric duplicator. Chairman said committee would look at this 
when they had sufficient capital but would take note of the meeting's 
feelings.

Mr. Croghan raised the question as to whether the BSfA should 
employ professional services and discussed various services, such as 
a chartered accountant, secretarial, etc. The Chairman said the BSfA 
was an amateur association and volunteer help was available and the 
one man, one job principle went some way to ensuring that no-one was 
overladdened, he accepted that this did occur but expected that anyone 
who felt overburdened would report this to the committee who could take 
appropriate steps. The Chairman said the Association would abviously 
consider using temporary paid help if a situation requiring it arose, 
such as the paperback ad producing thousands of enquiries, but in 
general he did not feel such help was needed, could be afforded or was 
practical. As an example Mr. Umpleby explained that the hourly rate 
charged by the company he worked for as a Chartered Accountant for 
his services was £20. Mr. freeman pointed out that if any money 
dedicated to secretarial services was distributed between the various 
members of committee requiring those services they would pay for very 
little assistance and if the alternative of a central secretarial pool 
was used this would add further delay in answering correspondance, etc 
due to the delay in exchanging letters and posting things on to the 
secretary.
7.6 Membership List *,

‘ The meeting asked if the membership list could be produced more 
frequently by taking a reduced litho of a lineprinter listing. Mr. England 
explained why this would not be a good idea due to the poor quality 
of the usual lineprinter listing. The committee said they considered 
the annual listing with bi-monthly updates to be sufficient and anything 
else would involve more work which they did not consider justified.

In response to a question on geographic spread of the membership 
Mr freeman replied that the listing program could produce a printout 
by geographic area if required.
7.7 AGM

Mr. Croghan asked if the membership was concentrated in any one 
area, such as the South East and if it was would it not be better to 
hold the AGM in that area rather than the convention site. Mr freeman 
said there was a concentration in the South East but not to a great 
degree and the membership as a percentage of population was probably
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spread evenly. Mrs. Rogers said that when the AGM had been held out­
side the convention very few people had attended. The Chairman said 
that the BSEA received some criticism for being too London and the 
South orientated and moving the AGM with the convention helped to 
defeat this accusation. The meeting were in general agreement that 
the convention was the best place for the AGM.
7.8 The Libraiy

Mr. Croghan asked if his motion could be debated but the Chairman 
replied that it had been received too late though the point raised 
could be discussed.

Mr. Croghan suggested that the BSPA library should only be avail­
able to those who visited it and the books not loaned out by mail as 
books lost this way were irreplaceable. Hr. Preeman suggested that any 
particularly rare books could be microfilmed but Mr. Croghan considered 
that the book itself had an intrinsic worth. A discussion on this 
point took place but no conclusion was reached. Mr wingrove pointed 
out that people joined the BSFA so they could use the library though 
accepted that with the greater availability of sf these days the library 
was little used. The Chairman amplified Mr. Wingrove’s remarks and 
pointed out that the BSPA was not an academic institution as such 
nor was the library there soJely for librarians and research students 
but for all the membership. The discussion ended on this point.

Mr Croghanpointed out as a point of information that the British 
Library was purchasing SB reference works for its lending division 
which were available through local libraries, but it was not interested 
in fiction. The committee thanked him for this very useful information.

7.9 Information Section
Mr. Gilbert, who runs the section, said his stock of reference 

books was poor and he would like £30 co purchase new reference works 
particularly modern magazine indexes. Mr. G. Bishop said he rad some 
BSPA refernnce books in his possession which he had brought to the 
convention to hand over but none of these were recent. The Chairman 
asked what type of information was requested and what call there was 
for it. Mr. Gilbert said there were two main types, one asking where 
a particular Story was anthologized and the second describing a story 
and asking for title and author and where it could be found; discovering 
particular magazine publication was the difficult part of the task. 
It was pointed out that the services of other members were available 
and Mr. Gilbert said he often refered to Mr. Philip Stephcnsen-Payne 
whose knowledge was vast but sometimes felt he was taking up too much 
of Mr. S’tephensen-Payne' s time.

Mr. wingrove suggested that there be a page in one of the maga­
zines listing the queries and asking members to answer, the meeting 

s considered this a good idea and the following motion was put; That 
Mr,. Gilbert should have a "Motes and Queries" section in the magazines.

• Proposed; G. England
Seconded; D. Rogers 
Passed hem Con

The Chairman pointed out to Mr. Gilbert that this would be required 
at a two monthly interval and Mr. Wingrove would discuss deadline 
dates with him.

A discussion ensued as to which magazine this should go in, the 
argument being that VECTOR is about sf and as this was sf it should 
go in there, alternatively MATRIX is the magazine for the members and 
these are members' queries thus it should go in there. A vote was 
taken as to which magazine the meeting felt the section should go in, 
the voting was; VECTOR 10

MATRIX 9
M9



The Chairman said the would note the feelings of the meeting.
It was further agreed That if the response to this column was good 
the committee would purchase some reference material in consultation 
with hr. Gilbert hat if the response was poor then it would obviously 
not be worth purchasing such material. Dr, Gilbert agreed he would 
produce the column regularly and would keep the committee informed as 
to the progress of the Information Service.

Mr. Freeman pointed out that during this -and previous discussions 
VECTOR appeared to have aquired the sub-title ’’critical journal" which 
was incorrect as it was not a critical journal and nor was it ever 
planned to be. The meeting supported this view emphasising that 
VECTOR was a journal about science fiction not just the critical 
aspects of it. The committee accepted this and the Chairman apologised 
for using the phrase. Mr. Wingrovc pointed out that the journal dealt 
with science fiction in all its forms but Mr. Croghan expressed the 
vie ■ that science fiction was literature and this should be the aspect 
concentrated upon. The Chairman said that the Articles of Association 
specifically mentioned science fiction in all its forms not just the 
written word though this was obviously the dominant aspect.
7.10 Council

There being no further items to discuss a motiohoto 'thank/.the 
Council for its work dtiri*ng the year and to close the meeting was 
proposed. Proposed; R. Gilbert

Seconded; G. England 
Passed hem Con

Produced on behalf of the Council by Tom A. Jones, 11 April 1978

ROTE'S
These minutes were produced from a tape of the AGM recorded by 

Gerald Bishop and,-I would like to thank him for so doing (certainly 
without the use.of his directional microphone the second half of the 
proceedings would have been incomprehensible).
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