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Views expressed 1n MATRIXare not necessarily those
of the BSFA. opinions expressed by Committee mem-
bers are to be taken as personal ones except where
' stated otherwise. Opinions expressed by the Editor
are probably the result of Tack of sleepa

It would be invidious to mention by nare all those |
would like to thank for their aid and co-operation
while | have been editing MATRIX. Hewever exhaustive a

1ist | made, 11 would probably Teave somuone out. So
all 1 can say is "Thanks, everyone!" Sec you
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4 heartfelt thanks to one and all. And now | only need
say, somewhat unoriginallysess
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In crder te-prevent-any temptation to indulge in
over=nostalgle farewe]]s,f]et me share with you a
letter Tom Jones passed on to me, sent from the Finane
cia& Times Business Informatlon Service, Bracken House
10 “annon St., London ECAP 4BY. | make no commentsass

Dear Sirs,
We are at present making enquiries into the
state of research progress at present into the con-
struction possibtlities and various prototypes n
existence of flylng saucers, and have been advised that
your research group might be able to assist us in the
progress of our investigations.

We would thus be most grateful for any ass-
istance with which you may be able to supply us on
this matter = for example, whether any society/org-
anisation has a prototype from which a model could,
or has becon made, and have any flying saucers been
manufactured in the past to any extent or on any
large scale and by whon?

g would be most obliged for your assistance
and fsr any relevant infcrmaticn on this subject,
and look forward to hearing from you in the near
future.

yeurs sincerely, Janessa E. Haseler
esearcb Assistant,

1611, noWeess

This is my final MaTRIX,

{'m writing this with mixed emotions. Cn the one
hand, |'m thinking of the past weck during which a
frantic and unsuccessful attempt to meet the mailing
deadline has co-existed with painting the bedroon,
having the central heating installed, and settling into
a new job with the result that I've not seen too
many early nights recently. On the other hand, edit-
ing MATRIX Vs scmething ['ve found rewarding and no
doubt 1'11 Touk back on my stint through a rosy haze
of nostalgia just as soon as |'ve posted these stencils,
{'ve made many friends through the BSFA and MATRIX,
and no doubt 1'71 be around in the future, but the time
has come to go and 1'17 be locking ferward to John
and Eve Harvey's first issue. John and Eve are well-
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known fans who have bocn invelved in-both*the con=""
vention scéne and the fanzine publishing field. They
have a wealth of experience and ideas, and after hav-
ing spoken to John on the phone this afternoon, 1'm
sure we're going to see some interesting develop=
nents in future issues.

This twentieth issue of BATRIX, for those of
you whe are into contrivad numero]og1ca1 coincidences,
also aprears 1n the twentieth year of the BSFA's
existence. To mark this, 'erry Jeeves and Eric Bent-
¢11¥fe have producedtheir recollections of the BSFA's
formation. ¢ 7ike to thank Tom Jones for commision-
ing terry s article, Terry for writing it at short
notice, and Eric for, at even shorter notice, coming
up with an article originally published in TRICDE,
a slightly edited version of which appegrs here.
Also within these pages: a lock at the ritish Fan-
tasy Society and Tom Jones on his first' convention,
as well as views, news, reviews - and our usual
share of abuse (together with the odd comp]ément).

| had virtually completed the typing of HMATRIX
when Richard Smith's Poll results finally arrived, |
magaged to squeeze something, albeit abbreviated in,
but must tender my apologies to Richard for not
being able to print the whole thing, which | hope
will see light in some form in the future, There were
tndeed some very interesting results: | spent a good
half hour looking through muttering agreement and
the occastonal highly coloured disagreement. | find
i1 highly interesting to sez how far we agree in our
tastes: perhaps more 50 to see how far we disagree.
Also received to Jate to include in the lettercol was
a five-page letter from Don West describing last issue's
Statement as "a muddle of evasions, omissions, fantasies
bordering on falsehsod and self-contradictory special

pleading.? But here | too must close. Au roveirs - 3
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COMMUNILMTIO

T Mith & ge geographically scattered commnittes it s diffic-
v1t to get everyone tegether at committse mestings so apart
from the many leiters and phone calls that pass between us we
have a round robin. This was started last year and 1t's now
doing its seventh tour round the committee. !t's used to
distribute news and views, particularly the latter, and is
run with a no-holds-barred rule. Criticism is rife but
(usually!) constructive. Each 'issus' contains zbout 20
1tems, some new, some going around for a second time. Some
1iems, such as finance and the varlcus magazines, are
nermanent. Uhen | sent 1t off a couple of wecks ago, we'd
reached item 60, It's the VC1s job to decide when a dis-
cussion has finished, provide a summary and ensure whatever
action has been decided on is initiated,

The round robin also throus up items of disagreement ar
considerable interest which nced a thorough discussion and
so are Yncluded in the next commltiee meeting.

hilst the round robin could not be the only means of
comaunication, 1t is very useful and 1'm not sure how we
got along without it,

JOBS

T Having been 'on the 1nside! for about 4 years now I'd
forgotten that the majority of you probably don't know what
each conmitice member doess Sandy “roun kindly reminded ne,
so 1'17 tell you what | do as VC and In future issues we'll
deal with the other committee members.

First the official bite The Chairman's post in the BSFA
s an honorary one, offered to someone who has contributed
considerably to the field and, being frank, whose name 1s
good publicity value. Thus the Vice-Chairman s the 'exec-
utive head” of the Association and as such chairs all Coun=
¢i] and Committee meetings. Though it's not 2 laid down
part of the job | also take the minutes at the varlous
neetings (it saves having a minutes secretary),

[ receive a censiderable amount of mail for the Assoc-
iatton, some | can pass on to the appropriate committee memb-
we, the rest | deal with, Committce members also pass mail
on to mes The mail is very varied, e.ge

a) lotters offering help - always welcome.

b) letters of constructive criticism - ditto

¢) " dastructive . ~ usually filed
and fargotten and a curt note sent to the writer,

d) advertising bunf from many sources, rost of it junk.
e) letters frem various sources soliciting some kind

of assistance from the Asscciation.

) etee = usually the hardest to deal with.

The VC is also the 1ink man with the outslde world in
matters not relating to the magazines or advertising. For
exemple, when trying to set up the 111-fated SF Conference
the VC acted as the 1ink with the Conference “entre and,
along with the business manager, tried to get speakers. ds
a further example the VG obtains the Carncll Award and tries



“r5nise 2 suitable venue for its presentation,

The V0 urites these reports for b\ ThiX,

Tae VC is also the hatchet mane | any committes
memsar gats out of line it's up to the VO to {ake the
srogriate action.

The VC 1s net 2 dictator, hz acts independantly of
commitiee only when authoriscd by them to do so
2nd in all matters he is immediately responsible to
the comnittes and ultimately to the mombership as 2
wnole.

The time necded 1o do the job varies, some weeks a
cougle of hours is fine, others £ or 3 evenings are
necassary (particularly when minutes or these reports
have 4o be produced).

4s the BSFi expands so the load on the VC will in-
criase. So, apart from the time nesded | believe the
YC 2lso nesd. the following qualities/abilities:
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:) to urite reasona Te intelligable English.

5, to be critical without being abusive

¢) to be impartiel

d) to deal with bodies outside SF

¢) to be thick-skinned )

f) to be diplomatic with all that entails

g) enthusiasm

h) accept the fact that thera's very 1ittle glory

attached to the job.

That's why there is an unofficial -rule' that no-one
szrves as YC far more than two yaors, because if one did
have all thos abilities to start with, believe me you
weuldn't have them after 2 yeors!

Perhaps this is a gued time to once agaln call for
volunteers {or nominations) for the next VC as my
tern of office ends Easter 1579 | hope this has made
ths point that the job is important and must be filled,
{'ve recently read Yn fanzines and bozn told by fans
that there are lots of people dying te help the BSF.,
so this is their big chance. Though |'ve asked before
I've had exactly zerc repliss, so even if you only
think you might be intercsted please write to me. And
finally it's no good mentioning your interest in a fan-
zine, or in passing tc a comuitt e member at a pub or
convention to show you're roally interssted and it's not
2 passing whim. You must write.

4 STAPLE DICT

1Tve b en amused, and bemused, at the passicn that the
tyse, position and number of siaples in the magazines
sreduces. Being one of the people who give up a Saturday
Sunday and, sometimes one we kday evening to put the
aziling together | get sumewial angry at the critics who
cbvi-usly have no idea what a slog it is to stzple over
1,000 conries, and what a boon the electric stapler is
{14 ugh even | started to see the point when my copy of
VECTOR shed its staples).

So we've caved in and bought (B17) a manual which is
man enough for the job and it was used on last (and all
subsequent) mailing's VECTORS. | dan't think these
staples will come cut. Ve still think the elsctric is
strong ensugh for #@ATRIX, though, and will continue to

e

use it on hat jeurnal, e hope that makes you happy (wond-
er what they'11 find tn m-an zbout next?)

LITHO

T He've no recovered frem cur pr cari us finuncial posite
fon and sur pricrity will be a return to a lithoed VECTUR.
Helve had 2 large mailing on this topic and 99 are in
favour of returning to 1itho as quickly as possible. Gur
sresent thought is that we will switch back to Titho with
the first issue of 1378, Yhich gives vne more duplicated
VECTOR. This gives sufficient time to consclidate a good
financial base.

SIGH CFF -

| received a gond letter from Sendy rown which Id
intended to excerpt end comient on but have run out of
space - sorry Sandy, I'11 try to souseze you in next time!
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Norman Mi1burn 1s in need of stereo cassettes of the first
few "Hitch Hikers Guides to the Galaxy" progrenmes; reasons
able condition Nebulas 2 in vaperback; early 'Perishers!
collections, and would like to hear from any American
nembers who'd be wi111ing to offer a bath and a night's
floorspace for a trip round America that hels planninge
Contact Horman at 2, Kent View “ardens, Seven Kings, Essexe

CLOSER TO THE EDGE 1s a new ik stencil reviewzine, publish-
ed bincnthly. Free with a stany from Steve Green at 'Ad
Astra', 33 Scctt Road, Olton, Solitull, B92 7L, UK. Trades
welcomed, but return ucstage should be included for unsol-
icited mail,

ASTRON 3 w111 be but around Xmas '78, with articles by Bob
Shaw and John Prunner, and also featur ng interviews with
Judy~Lynn Del Rey and Joe Haldeman. ASTROW is a Targe form-
at stencil=litho zine, available by order only. Details
(include [RC or s.a.es) from Steve Green,

RE.LITY PLUS is Britain's regular fanzine review cclumn,
featuring news and views of zines throughout the werld.

Also includes information on frrthcoming conventions, local
SF groups etc. REALITY PLUS is presently published bimonthly
in the reviewzine CLOSER TG THT EDGE, as well as in seaveral
other UK fanzines. For the latest edition, send return postae
to Steve Grecn, ad./ress above, to who review copies and
infornation should also be sent,

VAIE 2 obtainable for a 12p stamp from Tom A& Jones, 39
Ripplesmere, Bracknell Jerks. People sey of this zine, "It's
one of the best zines !'ve ever seen.® (Tom Jenes speaking
to his typewriter et 2 a.m,

Heil Talhot, 42a Hohson Rd, LEICESTER LE4 2AQ writes:
"thanks f r the plug Bill Little gave in RIUKD THE CLU3S

for the Leicester Science Fiction Group. The only thing he
forgot to mention was that we issued a regular monthly news-



Tetler free to group menbsrse | anyone wants to see a
cody, please write to me, encluosing St

EXCHAHGE your bocks and magazines MULTHLATERALLY.
['s better than buying and better than harter!

Trial membership £1, or send S.4.E. for details
JAMES CAIRNS, 15 BRINKBURN ST., SUNDERL.MD SR& 7RG.

KEVIN BROXTON, 418, Leyland Lane, layland Lancs.,
says"one thing | would Tike is to be in personal contact
with somesne else who reads SF as much as | doJ" So

get writing!

BERN.RD EARP, 21 Hoorficld Greve, Tonge Moor, Bolton,
Lancs will, by the timg you read this, have apreared

in the play " Cure for L ve" by Walter Gresnwood

at the Bolton Little Theatre (5th-11th Hov.) He also

¢id the special effects for ths first play of the seasn,
"80urney's end™ by R.C. Sherriff, set during the First

% pld Yar. "...The last time | did Effects on this scale
| destroyed three metal dustbins and had three actors
play one scene every night flat on their faces after

one claimed to have heen hit by shrapmel.”

BSFA SERVICES

THE LIBRARY « Kept at the Science Fiction Foundatinn.
For subscFTptikn details, contact the Administrator,
ialcolm Edwards, Science Fiction Foundation, #crth East
Tondon Polytechnic, Langbridge Road, Dagenham, Essex Ril3
2AS,

[ NFORMATICN SERVICE « for that fact you've forgotten. Lf
you want to remenber it again, contact Dr Roger Gilbert,
Dept. of enetics, University of Swansea, Singleton Park
Swanses, ﬁlamcrgan.

tl\GAZINE CHAIN ~ subscribe to cne or all of the cumrent
us magazines, paying a small subscriptizn fee and the
outward postage to the next person on the 1ist. Contact

Keith Freeman, 269 ‘ykeham Rd, “eading Berks RG6 1PL.

DUPLICATION SERVICE - lagazines w11l be duplicated and
materials supplies at reasonable prices (due to bulk
buying) If you're thinking of producing a fanzine,
contact Keith Freeman (2ddress above)s It ¥s also p ss-

ible for fanzines and advertising matter to be distributed

to BSF/members at a charge to he worked cut with the
Treasurer, Chris Unpleby, &4 Kirkdale “errace, LEEDS L$12
6BA. ‘

(Sui.E.'s would, H'm sure, be welcome in making enquir-
ies).

THE CRBITER ~ a postal writers w rkshop where manuscripts
are circulated in a dossier f-r comvent and criticism.
iiembers willing to take part or set up their own versicn
can contact Rog Pile, 46 Trenoweth Estate, North Country,
Redruth, Cornwall TR 16 4 AH.
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Last issue's competition produced auite a good res-
ponse, 99.99% of who Teaped with glee on the fact
that !'m spelled 'Puudly! wrong (now, how did ysu
know that was a dumbwitted spelling mistake and not
2 hanfisted typo?T) The winner, whose name jum-ed nut
of the container during the Jethro Tull concert the
other night, was C.R. ::RDLEY, who will Be Hemring
From fee..

The correct matching of the authors and titles
wes:

& FAR SUKSET (Edmund Cooper)

THE 'GRLD HEMDERS (Lloyd Bignle)

EARTHIAN, CGHE HOHE (James B1ish)

THE WREC.S CF TIHE (Hichasl Horrcock)
S.DC i CF HEAVEN (Bob Shaw)

THE HEAVER RAKERS (Frank herbert)

THE SwCRDSHAN CF 1ARS (Otis Adelbert Kline)
THE NIGHT OF THE “LF (Fritz Leiber)

CITY OF ILLUSIGN (Ursula Lebuin

THE WIGHT OF THE PUUDLY (C1ifford D. Simak)

FC3 THLS COMPELTLoN: Tn which Locks do the following
characters appear? Answers to the flATRIX editorial
address, pleases flychael Valentine Smith; Harry Pur-
vis; Shevek; Billy Pilgrin; Kim Kinnison; Jasen
dinATt; Gulliver Foyle; Jorie X. fickie; Winsron
Smith; Hitchell Courtenay; Lije Bailey, Simon fiocn,

(n.b, some of them appear in more than one book.)
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ihen Tom wrote to tell me that the BSFA was
approaching 1ts 21st ahniversary, | was staggeredess
could 1t be that Tong? 'hen he sontinued with a re
quest that [ tell the story of how it came 1o pass...
[ was completely croggled (*from the verb ’crcgg1e‘].
fty memory needs a lot of nudging to go back as far
as yesterday... but to shove 11 back 21 yearsl...
A11 | can pick out are a few highlights of the op-=
eration. | offer them here in the hope that they
may amusesee and may coax someone With a bettemsmen=
ory than [ to take up his pen.

Things botled up at a Conventlon in Kettering.
Dave "ewman, a long since gafiated Liverpool fan had
the 1dea that fandom was becoming moribund (now
where have | heard that before?) and that its ranks
were steadily diminishing as members gafiated.
lihat was needed, was NEW BLCOD, (Dave had a touch
of Dragula 1n him}e Granted the need - what could
be done? Who supplied the answer must remain
shrouded 1n the mists of fannish antiguity...but
1t was decided that we must form a society with
the avowed Yntention of introducing readers of SF
to the great world of Fandom. Sorry folks, but
that was the prime ain of SF in those days... to
bring in more new fans from the ranks of the people
who simply read thetr SF,.. and then turned over
and fell asleep, As a sort of secondary target,
the BSFA was to spread the gospel of SF, public=
tse 1t and coax in more resders to the fold,

Things might have died right there..e everyone
was agreed that 1t was a good ldea, we must form
a society some time..s but right now the bar was
open and good drinking time was vanishing into
Timbce However, coming to the rescue of Dave Now~-
man came that lnight of fandom and auctloneer par
excellenceesoTed-Tubb, He stormed to the platform
and bulldozed that fannish group Tike Ted Sturg-~

eon's 'Killdozer's |f we wanted a society than
by golly, NOW was the time to form it. We had to
stop putting things off to further meetings, and
start actinge By sheer force of willpower, Ted
virtually created the BSFA by his own blood sweat
and tell. Maybe 1f we remember that fact as well on
anntversary day, it would be a nice way to say
"Thank you, Ted'.

Incidentally, while all this was going on, and
Ted was plugging for a soclety while simultaneously
shooting down hecklers and dissidents in the aud-

-8-

H
Tence, Dave euwman was frantically recording the whole pro-

cedure on NoFman Shorrock's (or maybe 1t was Eric Jones')
Ferrographese so somewhere, slowly de-gaussing 1tself, 1s
a conplete tape record of how the BSFA came into being. It
might be a good 1dea if the BSFA committee instituted a
search for 1t.

Anyway, thanks to TED, we got a BSFAsse now who was goe
ing to organise 1t... we needed a secretary... who would
do that job? & Tong lod siloncessse Finally 1t was propose
ed that Eric entcliffe and | do a jolnt act as we were
currently doing with TRICDE, and be joint editors. So it
f811 to our.Jot to organise the forst membershlp drive,

Archie ercer was elected into the Treasurer!s chair.
Dave euman"became Chairmane.. @ post which caused no end
of trouble to the 1nfant BSFA when he gafiated two months
later,

Ted Tubb agreed to edit the BSFi's magazine (1t wasn't
untll 2 later meeting that | suggested the name VECTCR
and had it accepted).

So there we werse... 411 looked well set for our new
society.., which is always the time to run for cover.

Dave euman gafiatede.. with all the minytes and plann=
Ing infomation of the budiing societye Then “edd Tubb mzila
ed me the matertal for VECTOR {1 and resigned‘from the editor=
fa] chair owing to pressure of »riting comnlttments. Chacsees
no editors.. and no guidance from the chatre Ue re-groupede
Eric bentcliffe took over the full secretaryship on his
oun shoulders. | became VECTOR's editor and 1/c BSFA public~
atlons. (what became of those, by the way?)

Sc for the BSFA's first year, | produced TRIODE with
Eric Bentcliffess. and duplicated four issues of VECTCUR...
and edited three of them... some, with colour duplicating
as well. There was also another 11ttle job | managed to get
off the grounde.. and st111 feel a bit peeved abouts A new
member, ar] Doliner, was Geen on making a GALAXY checklist ,
so | advised him on how 1o set sbout 1te.a and another new
nember, Keith Freeman wanted to help with typinge.. so |
passed Dollner's Checklist to feith for typing. In the
meantine, | wrote to H.L. Gold, then Galaxy's editor, and’
got a nice lctter as a frontispiece for the forthcoming
Checklist. The complete work was handed over to my successor
when [ gladly handed over at the end of the first year.,.
and 1t sank without a trace... and didn't appear until a
third editor took over a year Tater and published 1t ~ but
tn the meantime, H.L. Gold's letter had vanished from
sightess and neither Karl Dollner, nor Keith Freeman got any
eredit for all thelr exceedingly hard work.

[t was about this ttme, that 'Doc' weir died, and fan~
dom 1n general wanted to perpetuate his name by a collectlon,
This was handled by the BSFA... but when the total was around
£10, 1t was realised that to hand such a relatively small
sum to his wicow would not be a great help to her, so at
a conmittee meetlng of the BSFA held in the Liverpool club
houss, 1t was decided to Institute the 'Doc' Welr Award,

The current Treasurer, G111 Adams, sald she could purchase

a goblet.ea and (1 seem to re call that | was the BSFA's
Chalrman at that time) came up with the basls of the award -
and {n vlew of the considerable controversy and bad-mouthing
which the award seems to have attracted in recent years,

ITd 11ke to outline what was decided,



The purpose of the Award was to perpetuate Doc's
memsrye

Te avoid petty bickering as to who was eligible
and who was not {we must have been bloody prophets
even 1f we failed in this aim) we made the rules
as simple as possiblei=

To ensure that any interested fan could vote (not
just BSFA) and not uncles, dadsy brothers, etc.
e made the voting qualification... "anyone suff-
iciently 1nterested 1n SF to attend the annual
Eastercon is qualified to vote".

The criterion as to who is eligible for your
vote (we did NOT ask for pre*nomination) was
made even simpler. "A voter may vote far anyone
he would Ttke to see win the 'Doc' Welr Award.®

and that was Yt. You can vote for your sister
Kate 1f you 1ikeses but unless a majority of other
fen also fancy her, she just won't win.

Several misquided fen have called the award a sop
for long service or a put-up job. To them [ would
stmply say RUBBISH. Naturally, people who are suff-
iciently interested to vote, ask around to see what
the current thought 1s... then if they agree, they
cast their vote the same way... but there is no put-
up job. Each person may vote for Titerally anyone
they chooses Obvlously, If a group of malcontents
wanted to discredit the award, they could do so
easily by simply getting a Targe enough group to
attend 2 convention and then vote for Mickey House.
However, the point of the award is to perpetuate Deels
name, not to discredit it, and all such behaviour
would be just that... and perhaps would manage to
saddle future administrators with the task of cook-
fng up rulese

Incidentally, | would add that the BSFA has always
been merely the administrator of the award and has no
other standing as to laying down rules about it. Times
nay have changed this attitude, but that s how and
why 1t came abouts.

Times and attitudes change. For my money, the
BSFA 1s sti11 doing a good job of putting fandom - and
SF - tn front of the publics.. but, and this is a perw
sonal thought, | would appreciate seeing it getting its

name into print wherever possible by the Chairman writ-

fng to press, mecia etc when suitable occaslons arise,
and, since the 1dea is to establish the BSFs as a res~
ponsible and sensible body, 1'd Tike to see the end of
some of the more way out materfal which has.appeared
fn recent mallings. |t may be fannishe.e but unless we
decide that we want a fannish BSF&, then we should
take more care with our pubTic image. Rememberess
bringing new blood into fandom is not the same as
thumping the tub for the zanier side of fannish be=
haviour.

Tode

-7-

PR A A R R R BAREHAL T R P R AT

b S6 THEY ALL GOT UP x
: AND WALKED AWAY X
im%****ﬂ*% NN H% *WH*H%%WW#W%***E
¥ by Fric Bentcliffe i

*
W SHAHH I?**Wk*%*ﬂ*ﬂ**%**%**m%*ﬂﬁﬂ*ﬁ*

There's quite a deal of discussion arounf fanzines
and fandom at the moment as to whether or not the BSFA
is a necessary adjunct to “ritish Fandom..s or even,
uhether 1t has anything to do with Fandon!

flow these are dialectical problems which are much
teo profound for your humble author to attempt to re=
solve. But, they do provide a pertinent excuse for 2
Tittle time~binding relevant to the forming of the
hssociationeea

hnyway, 1t all began some wceks before the 1958
Kettering Convention - the third, and, alas, last of
the conventtons to be held at the george Hotel, famed.
for its Blog Drinking and Brag Playing facilities.
Vince Clarke had circulated most of the active fans
of the pertod with a Tittle thing called "DONTT JUST
SIT THERE...", the message of which was, basically,
that UK fandom was in danger of ingroving fits exist~
encee 1t had become so esoteric to anyone now appear-=
ing on Its fringe that 1t had no apparent connection to
the Science Ficticn Fandom that 1t was supposed(?) to
be. He were, it intimated, In danger of bringlng true
a fannish parable of the times..e

"The Jast faan sat alone in his room - no-one
knocked 2t the doort”

So, 1t was agreed that a meeting would be held dups
ing the conventlon weekend; that the bar would Le
closed early and Nornan Shorrock's room locked and
baprred at the same time, and to make absolutely syre,
all zap-guns, playing cards and femme~fans weuld be
confiscated at 3pm on the Sunday Afternoon.

Mow 1'm not going to give a coherent account of
that meetings apart from the fact that 1t happened a
Jong time ago and [ have carefully incinerated my notes,
11 was rather a troumatic experience for me - and 'n
referring now to the fact that | was inveigled into
beconing a member of the comnittee rather than the
diabolical Tocking of the Shorrock Room and the Toss
of his portable still for several hours of Convention
timel

[ think that Vince spoke first and embroldered on
the message in his pamphlet; Dave ewman, [ think, then
elected himsel¥ chairman of the meeting and proceeded
to wake all those who had already dropped off and ine
torduce the man who did the real damage - Edwin C.
Tubb.

Now, Ted Tubb, 2s anycne will know who has been
to a cenvention auction and purchased a tattered Volw
sted Gridban pb dnder the misapprehension that 11 vas
progressive porn, has a SiTver Tongue. A harsh voive,
but a Silver Tongue. A harsh voice, a siver tongue,



and 2 Yare eart. "hy should we," he enquired, "

nd carouse
every Easter and some of us even more often, when there
are sciance-ficticn readers all over the country dep-
rived of this privilege - scherly, secretively reading
their SF when they could be here, with us, buying us
drinks, worshipping at our feet, carrying us up to
bed at dawnesses”

[t was a magnificent specch, and even before he had
finishad 1t and we'd wiped the tears from our eyes, it
had been unanimously declded that we all knew what had
to be done - Ted Tubb must be Chairman of whatever it was
we were about to form. However, we reckoned without Ted's
adeptness and experience in fandom, for before he could
be elected and as a continuation of his speech, he ann-
ounced just how disappointed he was that he was unable
to stand for office due to hls numerous dependants, and
a bad foot. Gritting our collective teeth at his ang-
uish, we still avowed that he shouldn't escape scot-
free!

Sometime round about here, a noble being managed to
get things bogged down by bringing up the topic of what
the new organisation, association or society should be
called. This was a very clever gambit and resulted al-
most in the meeting being adjourned until 1954, or T60,
However, after much altercation it was decided to call
it THE BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSCCIATICN, over several
da2d bodles.

[t was now hecoming obvious to those of us who hadn't
managed to escape out of a window, that scmeone was golng
to be elected to something if socmeone wasn't careful,

[t had been 211 right deciding on a title for the assoc~
jatton, 1t hadn't, even, been tco bad being Tocked In a
room with no Blog for five hourse.es but, we'd have to
be very, very careful noWeses

The erucial moment, the crunch, was delayed, briefly,
by an argument as to how many officers the Associatien
should have, what their powers should be.., and several
more (frantic) attempts to get the meeting adjcurned un-
11 19591
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Eventually, though, Dave Newman called the meeting
to order again and uttered that we must get on with
the business of electing suitable officers to the Assocw
jation. Hithin 5 nano-seconds he had been elected as
Chalrmant 3

[t had becn decided earlier, that the Assoctation j
would have a comnittee of four inltially, their titles
to be Chairman, Secretety, Treasurer & Editor. And apéga
roaching the moment of truth oblicuely, it was decidw-/ :
ed to vote on the Treasury department next -this being:
generally agreed upon to be the least difficult post ..
to falll. Archie “ercer, his caravan in dire need of
repair snd renovaticn, was prevailed upon to accept thé
posts ?

Yalt Wi111s was put forward as the editor of the - f
Assoclations Journal ~ he not being present at the meefs
ing; but the already-elected Chalrman ruled his swift (
election out of orders The post was then 'offered' to
Ted Tubb, who, still suffering from laryngitis after !
his herolc earlicr speech, was unable to say "no' Toud
enough to avoid belng elected!

Ney we came to who was geing to be Secretary - and
a long, Toud silence! Horman G. Wansborough was propos-
ed, but with unusual alacrity managed to escape, at
that very moment, through a tunnel he had dug fnto the
Devil's Kitchens Terry Jeeves was proposed, but regret-
fully declined on grounds of insanityl | was proposeed
and since Terry had just used the excuse |'d thought-
lessly written on my cuff, found myself 1n a most awkward
positione Hlomentarily paralyzed, | could only temporize
by ssaying that [ couldn’t possibly do the job myself =
"AT1T right," they sald, "so, we'll elect Jeeves to help
youl™ Before | could think up an adequate answer to
this, the mecting was adjourned and the nolse caused by
the rapid exodus of a horde of thirsty fans drowned my
feeble cries for mercy.

The ComnYttee, momentartly power-mad, scnt ocut for
sultable refreshments and sat comiserating dolefully
with one another - at least, we'd had the forethought
16 provide ourselves with the authority to co-opt add-
itional committee members; and there was always the mon-
ey to be made from selling the Heat Pie Concession to
Brian Burgess at next years conventlon! & brief comm-
1ttec meeting was held to define jobs; Terry was to
double as assistant-secretary and publisher of the
association's journal: Dave ewman was to make his
first priority the acquisitign of a suitable President
to tend the BSFA an aura of Sclence Fietional respects
abﬂﬁy-

The rest of the conventlon passed very pleasantly -
everyone insisted on buying the comniitee members drinks
and congratulating them heartily; in retrospect, |
think that this was a gambit to ensure that none of the
committee were to be allowed to sober up enough to re-
signt

For the first few weeks everything went uncommonly
smoothly, Ted got to work on the first issue of VECTCR
(indeed, he practically wrote it himself!), and erry ofl-
his duplicator in readiness to run it off. As | recall
it, the first VECTOR (Summer '58) appezred at the same
time as TRIODE 14 {(which, fortunately, 1'd done most of
the stencilling on prior to getting elected).



But meanwhile, A11 Was Not Well With The Chair-
fNsana

1'd received no replies to letters sent to Dave,
and neither had any of the cther committee members.
Since | was the closest to Dave (1n terms of distance,
that 1s) who was, at that time, 1iving on the Wirral
and was also a members of the Liverpool Group; | del-
egated myself to find out what had happened to the
Tad, | hastlly entrained for the Shorrock residence
and discovered on arrival at the apoointed destination
that Bad News Yas At Hand, Norman, with an arm round
ny shoulder, poured a bottle of Bol]inger '43 into me
quickly, and informed me that Dave euman had, app-
arently, vanished from human ken. ARd, what was worse,
had taken the LiG Club minutes and bottle-opener
with himd ~ S e R
*  And, alas, Cther crises weke.looning. ' certaif .
faction of London Fandom made a bid to take over the
treasiryeseo 'They knew how to keep books, and Arch-
fe, who only did 1t for a living, couldn't possibly do
1t as well as they could...t! Resisting thls tempting
offer wasn't difficult; and we did explain to them that
there really wasn't any treasury ta take over as yet
anyway! Hore serious was the reluctant restgnation of
Ted Tubb as CE, Ted was just breaking into the big-
time as a writer and he just did not have the time
to pursue his writlng career and edit VECTOR. He'd
~done 2 darn good job on VECTCR Ho, 1, and those-of

us who were left were sorry to loose hin.

This article, perhaps, should have been entitled
Tind Then There Were Three! - the Commlttee, as el-
ected, now being two men short. However, we clesed
ranks and consoled ourselves that atleast the fewer
involved the more ecasy to make decisions. Terry took
over as Ed*tor and Publisher of VECTOR, Archie con-
tinued as reasurer, and | amalgamated the jcbs of
Chairman ahd Secretary.

And due to a fair amount of hard werk by the
committee, and help, ald and assistance from the
majority of active fans of the period quite a ot
was accomplished in that first tuelve months. Four
1ssues of VECTOR ap-eared, a convention was organised
the late Bob Richardson was co-cpted as Chairman,
and with the ald of Norman Shorrock as programme -
manager and the combined talents of the Cheltenham
and Liverpool Groups a goodly affair was held the
following Easter at the Imperial Hotel (now the
Imperial Centre Hotel) 1n %Yrntnghens & BSFA Library
was another project brought to fruitton with the
aid of Eric Jones and the Cheltenhan Group. Karl
Doliner, a new member, set to work on a GALAXY
CHECKLIST which was shortly to see publication,
but which was beaten into print by the first of
what was tntended to be a series of BSFA Public-
ations of interest to SF readers - "A History and
Checklist of NEV WCORLDS",

The late Edward (Ted) J. Carnell, had been very
helpful since the founding of the Association - each
issue of NE: WORLDS and SCIEHCE FANTASY carried free
advertising of the BSFA, and this was a great help in
bringing in new members - and since N was the prem-
ier British SF magazine of the time (and under Ted's

editorship, of all time, | think), | thought 1t a good
tdea to feature the magazine in the first of a bibw
1iographical series, Brian Burges had, | knew, comp-
11ed a conprzhensive checkiist of the magazine ssues.
So | wrote to hime Yith typical Burgess abandon he
arrived on my doorstep two days later complete with
Rucksack and Checklist! Despite this initial setbackese
| wrote to Ted to engéire whether he would be good enogh
to pen a brief history of HEW U RLDS to make the pun-
licatlon complete. This he was kind enough to do; and
with the assistance of another new BSFA member, Arthur
Tavinder who stencilled the checklist, and Terry, who
did his usual immaculate job of duplicating, the book-
Tet appeared early 1n '59,

It was quite a hectic year, and not an unenjoyable
onee Nevertheless, | wasn't sorry to relinquish office
and return to heing a fanarchist at the '59 Conventione
Uhether it was right to form the BSFA at that time, |
don't really knowees perhaps if we hadn't dounded the
organisation there would have been a greater contln-
uity of fannishnesseses but somehow [ rather doubt
it
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A1T the records 1'm going to deal with are SF Influ-
enced 1n one way or another, however tenuous the Tink, ¢«
They are all records | bought for thelr mesical content,
not their SF content, which is incidental but which
means | can legitimately write a piece about them in
this mage

The first resord, called "Another Girl, another Plan-
et", is the debut single from Ihg_@gly_gﬂgg, a band who
have been around some time but who have only recently
come to the notlge of the music press (they appeared on
The 01d Grey Ynistle Test on 13th June)s It 1s in fact
2 Tove song (but don't let that decieve you; 1tls very
raunchy) which uses a naive form of SF as the idiom
in which it expresses ttselfe

{chorus)

| think I'm on another world with you, with
you
['n on another planet with you, witheyou,

(one of the verses)
Space travells 1n my blood,
There aln't nothing [ can do about i,
Long journeys wear me out,
[ know, ! conldn't 1ive without 't.

The lyries conjure up images of the fading covers .
of 1950's Amazing Stories or Astouding Science Fictlons

The incongruous Rixture of anachronistic West Coast
quitar playing, Loy . sed sound-alike vocals and SF in-
fluenced lyrics puts~tne song into a tineless dimension,
For me 1% has the air of a classtee Hith the superlatives
disposed of, suffice it to say that this 1s one of those
songs which you can play over and over without tiring of
1.

Despite the song's excellence and despite the crit-
1cal acclaln the albun (entitled "The Only Cnes") from
which it 1s taken recieved, if the single ever enfered
the charts, 1t very soon dropped out agalne The result,
| suspect, of very Tittle promotion or afrplay,.

Although the rest of the album 1s not obviousTy SF
tnfluenced as, say, the music of Hawkuind 1s, Perret's
writing shows tinges of the nacabre, giving titles such
as "City of Fun"; *The Beast", and ICpeatures of Doon”s

I'm afratd that "Another Girl, Another Planet" is
docmed to undeserved obscurlty, unless Ihg_Qﬂlx_Qggg
become really blgeaess

Fron Astounding Seience Fletion we move to a radic=
ally different Influence. A group talled “Tbg_ﬂgrma1"
(thelr inverted conmas) heve produced a single, Trynpy
(Television Overdose)s |4fs all about taking radio ars
cals and sticking them into your arm. Tetting the sig-
nals pulse through your veins:

| don't need no
TV screen -10-

| fust stick the aspial
lnto my skina

The music 1s made up of repetitive synthesiser
sound overleld with rebotic chanting, with interjecte
fons of garbled TV transmissions. It ceald be compar-
ed to Kraftwork but 1t's infinitly less bland than
that.

It {s the song on the f11p slde which really shows
up the influence: called "Warm Leatherette", 1t is In
a stoilar style to "TVCD" but with words ke -

4 tear of petrcl 1s In your eye

The handbrake penetrates your thigh;
aick, lets make Tove

Before you die.

« 1t has just got to be Inspire
ed by J.G, BALLARD's Crash. The single comes in a pic-
ture sleeve which shows a photo of two mannequins in 2
seat-belt testing machine, further emphasising the
Crash influences 14'11 be interesting to see If this
Ts just a one~of job or if The Normal will continue,
and 1f so, hove

The next record is,a 12-inch single (45rpm) from
EEEE_EEE (part of the ew York oy lave) called "Data-
Santk 1n the year zero? [t contalns virtually all their
naterial released on singles to date: "heart of Dark-
ness", "30 Seconds Over Tokyo", "Cloud 149", "Untitled"
and ,"Hengen"s The cover of this one ts in garish
oink and sports the picture of the dashboard and stoe=
ring wheel (with no-one driving) of a car at night,
a1l the dials and meters 11t ups Through the wind-
screen we see the naked body of a young woman who
has just been hit by the car. ipparently this 1s al-
so Orash influenceds

The track which shows most SF-influence here s 30
Seconds Over Tokyo", which 1s about a nuclear attack
hitting Tokyo. Key words and phrases extracted from

ave Thomas' deliberately garbled singing show thiss
"y ni111on dead", "mushroon”, and "...tuisted cars

on every side, no place to run and no plaez to hide".
is you 11sten more closely more of the lyrics become
clear and a horrific dessription of the sity after

a2 nuelear attack emerges. The music s oninous and
qloon-ridden, with breaks into chaotle sound which
bave 2 curious ordsr to them - very stark.

The last record in the pile is the Hilsk Farren
U The Deviants EP called "Screwed Up". iApart from the
Title track, the songs are "Cutragious/Contagtous”,
fhock Horror" and "Lets Loot The Supermarket Again
Ltke Ue Dig Last Sunmer®s | think this 1s all old
Deviants material rerecorded recently, although [
TonTt know whether the band are reforming on any sort
of pernanent basiss The only song with any SF influ=
ence at all 1s "Lets Lootess”; the title sims 1t up,
relly. The whole EP is searing rock and rell = and
well worth the listen - but it has enother connection
with SF. Mick Farren has uritten severa] SF books:
1The Texts of Festival® (a revlew of which is in
GANYISEDE 1, available from me) and a 'sclence fantasy
trilogy consisting of "The Wuest of The DNA Cowboys",
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bSynaptic “antunt® and "The “eural dtrecityls Increasingly fnsane Robin - meens the death of Peter's only

Having been set thinking about the refation be- true ally, Hester (CARRIE SHCDGRASS) ~ and hope of finding
tween SF and rock music by all these records it Robin againe
struck me that the two are very closely Inter- With the stage set for the bloody finale, DePalma slow-
tuineds J.G. Ballard called SF the bastard Liter- 1y speeds up the acticn for a Tast act in which brutal death
ature of the twentieth century, and others have awaits all the filn's central characters ~ with the ex-
said the same of rock musice. Surely the two aren't ceptlon of Gill1an, the realised telepath.
separate entitles but differant facets of the same A fair scrint indeed ~ and frequently improved by
social change. dn artistic change took place in f.ashes of humour and characterisationses. so where does
both literature and music, which resulted from - THE FURY fall short?
the seme changing aspects of life in both cases. In one word: meaning. Significance. 4 sense of 'it
Realising this, is it surprising that there are should hapoen this way, therefore it did', something lack=
occurrences of SF in rock music, or of rock ' Tng all through the film, Action - especially death = 1s
in SF2 indiscriminate and sudden, leaving the viewer constantly

PR T BT
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TEE QNEY BES ' ’ s attemnts o make the film exciting, rather than actually
DARAPANIK 1M THE YEAR ZERC Pere Ubu Radar deing soe
TYSPWE b &be Ngrmal Eute The f11m does have 1ts many good points, however: the
SCREHED U ik Farrdn standard of acting throughout the cast is high, and De~

The Deviants. Palma's directlon is frequently effective (especially so

in the scemas where Gil11an telepathically links with

Postscripts "Another Girl, Another ?Tanet” has Robin's mind and menorles), if a little unsubtle.
bog reTeas?dlon @ 12—1n5h single with a previously Sunming up, THE FURY is certainly worth scelng, ale
unreleased 'B' side and Hick Farren has formed a though horror flm with el ts of

u having recently recorded a solo album ough more as a gory horror Tdim WIth gienenis ot pare-
nev grogp, | L ’ . ; psychology than as a fully~fledged psychic thriller, flore
called "ampires stole Hly Lunch Money (Logo Records)

than anything else, 1t contains vague signs of some
future DePalma masterpiece (his pending DENCLISHED AN

' xmwmmwﬂmwwww»y**** i ] i

SBIAIRES ; a5 project, perhass?) which sadly this film is nots

" Film Preview:-~ THE FURY. s

i ' #¥ THE FURY opens Yn Londsn in Getober

"o : by Steven J Green X% P 2
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Perhaps the greates fault of Brian DePalma's Tats ((And now, a magazine reviews., or rather, a non-revievess

est movie 1s that virtually everything that can be s2id or anyWayeeos))
about the murderous powers of the human psyche already ASINCVTS SE ADVENTURE HMAGAZINE, Vol. 1, Now 1. Fall 1978,

has been said, 1n hls earlier CARRIE. =

T There can be no denying that this new study of $1.75 (65)

psychic homicide Is often exciting, and has a fairly Dear Andy,

well-written screenplay by John Farris (adapted from

his own novel), but there's st111 some indefinable gl | know | promised falthfully that | would review ASFA
ement nissing that prevents the whole conception fron for MATRIX, but in all falrness | cannot bring myself to
gelling together. do 1t: you see, | found myself unable to finish the buggers

The plot 1s,again, quite reasonable: Government age | sat down to read it unflinchingly, and | ploughed my way
ent Peter Sandza (KIRK DCUGLAS) has a teenage son with through a1l of 1t untll nothing but the 24,000 word Poul

latent psychic abilitles, a fact also known by peter's Anderson was Teft, at which point something snapped: |
superoir, Childress (JOHI CASSAVETES)., stmply could not bear to carry on beyong the first few
The powers locked within young Robin Sancea (ANDREV pages of "Captive of the Centaurianess' (revised from a
STEVEHS) intrigue Childress, who sees Peter as the om 1951 Flanet Stories novelette, though | wouldn't be sur=
by chstacle bodueen hin and the acquisition of Rabta's srised 1 the revision only extended to s few facile excuss
psychic weaponry. : es for having 1itile green critters from Hars). Not hav-
But Childress's attempts to murder Peter backfire, tng read the whole of the magazine, | would not presume
and Peter escapes to plan the rescue of hls son - gho to review 1t, so | hope you'll accapt my apologles for
believes him dead. letting you down (anc anyway, In the context of my rec-
after a lengthy search, constantly hampered by ently expressed views on Star Wars, I'm hardly the least
further attempts to elininate hin, Peter discovers anos prejudiced reviewer for a publication that unashamedly ains
ther Tatent psychic: Gilltan ellaver (AHY IRVING), {tself at Tthe reading end of $ie St Tars qudtones’ 68
who has Tong had 2 telepathic"rapport with Robin, sorge Scithers put it In Locus M0,

Releasing her from Childress's clutches « for he

has alrcady realised her potential ald against the .
1



Failing to review Asfh is a bit of 2 waste in 2
way, because 1'd prepared all sorts of glib & witty,
epigrammatic deciamations, and | had a really
snappy opening lined up, that went:

| approached this magazine expecting it to
be shit.

| was wrong.

[t isn't shit, it's Entertainment...

which s2:as tc me 2 aratty fair ossessment, bacsuss
Asfh isn't actually a bad magazine (Harry harrison's
TThe Stainless Steel Rat Wants Youl" 1s genuinely
funny, albeit Internittently, and one shart story -
by a newcomer, Jesse Peel ~ struck me as being sens~
itively written), 1t's just that 1t is so disposable.
Asth is an inoffensively bland divertirento, and
by the time that issue number two has hit the stands
| doubt that very mant people bar the bibliographers
t111 remember that the contents of the first issue
ever existed, Somehow, | wish that all the resources
behind AsfA had been put into something a 1ittle less
ephemeﬁgT:— .

Sincerely yours,

Cyril Simsa, 8th August 1978
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STARLORDis mo more,Perhaps the best SF comlc for

years, STARLORD has merged with [PC stabTemate 2000 A.D.

The reason: poor sales. & friend at [PC told me that
STARLORD was thought tc be tco complicated for kinds;

whatever the reascn, too few pecple were buying it, and

so 1t joins the long list of publtcations which go

down the drain due to lack of adequate support. The two

best strips, RO-BUSTERS and STROHTIUH DOG live on in
the sages of the newly retitled 20004.D. & ST#iLORD,

but are ws to hope that the excellent artwork and witty

imaginative scripts which characterised these strips

will remain unadultcrated when Tharg, 2000..D.7s resident

alien, has consolidated his grip? | hope so, but then
again [ cynically suspect that it was just thess quel-
ities which caused STARLURD to fail to make it. ! shall
probably buy ghe next few issuss just to keep up with

the adventures of my ol! mates Ro~jaws and Hammer-stein;

whether 1'11 continue depends how JUDGE DREDD kceps

developing and what happens to the revdltingFLESH, uhich

ap ears to be designed to convert people to vegetarian-
ism. Certainly, the physical quality (paper, design) of
the "new' comic is inferior to t-at of STARLORD,

But then, my opinion doesn™t count, as Judge Dredd

would no dcubt say, a drokk. 411 | can do is fume impat-
iently and wonder why, given scmething which is junk and
something which is at least several grades higher, penple

will invariably chocse the junkesass
(indy auyer)
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[ POLL" RESULTScesses Richard J. Smith, ii
#*¥%
Hrommmmmnseses
((Eds note: The poll result arrived toc Tate for full
inclusion - as | type this it Tooks Tike MATRIX will be
Tate - so |'m just putting down the wlnners in the major
categories. To tnese who would Ttke tc see the full
results (Top 50 books/authors etce etcs), they may apps
car in a future HATRIX, but wiT} also be available from
the Vice- Chalrman, Tom Joness My apologies for not have
Ing enough space! Over to Richards..))

Well, here it 1s, what the SF world has been walting
for = not really but somebody besides me must be inters .
ested 1n the results! 1111 virtually leave the results .-
to speak f r themselves, but | need to clear up cne pofnt
first., FLOYERS FOR ALGERHCH by Dahlel Keyes received many
votes for both 1ts novel and short story versicns. As the
Tatter received the most [ have added both amounts together
and placed it in the short story section. I was partic=
ularly sad to see the poor support for FRED POHL, .a great
writer yet only 34th In the best writer section, and 17th
In the best short story writer sectlons Also the very
poor showing by Heinlein in the book section. I could ge
on in detail about number of replies received and the
number of authors and hocks and storfes in e-ch section,
hut as | don't want to bore you any further here are the
results,

Hopefully there will be a part 2 where [ will go Tnto
detail about the poll, what | think of 1t, was it werthe
whtle, etc., and scme of your better and wittier comm-
ents. flany thanks to every one who took the time and
effort to send in a reply; thank you very much, it is es
much your poll as mines

BEST SF BOOKS: 1) "Dune" (Frank Herbert); 2) "The Left
Hand of Darkness" (Ursula K. LeGuin,

BEST SF VRITERS: 1) arthur C. Clarke: 2) Robert A. Heinlein
SHORT STGRIES: 1) "Nightfal1" (Astmov); 2) "Flowers for
Algernon" (Dantel Keyes) .
SHORT STORY :RITERS: 1) lsace Asimovy 2) Arthur Co Clers.s
HOST CONTROVERSIAL HOVEL/ANTHOLOGY: "Dangerous Vistons
(Harlan Ell1son}; "agatn D.V." (E111son) g =
HGST CONTHOVERSIAL YRITER: 1) Harlan Ellison; 2) HetnTeln.
BEST NE.! “RITER: 1) lan Yatson; 2) Chris Priest

B:ST SF HUIOURIST: 1) Harry Haprison; 2) Robert Sheckleys
BEST SF THEHE: 1) Time Travel; 2) First Contact.

BEST FACTUAL BOOK 5N SF: 1) B1111on Year Spree (Aldiss)

?2) Visual encyc. of SF (Ash) ‘

BEST SF HAG: (a) Of all time - Astounding/analog; (b) to-
day - Analog.

BEST 11:G. EDITOR (same categories) a) Campbell; b) Bova,
BEST SF PERSONALITY: Bob Shaw. <

UORST SE 'RITER: Michael Moorcocke 2)°E.. Smith

WORST SF BOUK 1)Perry Rhodan series; 2) "Time of the
Hawklords" (Jioorcock % Butterugrth)

BEST PRO SF ARTIST: 1) Foss: 2) Pennington.

BEST SF FIUM: 1) 2001; 2) DARK STAR

BEST TVSF SERIES: 1) STAR TREK: 2) DR HO,

SF ColilC STRIP: 4) Dan Dare; 2) Jeff Hawke.
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Science Fiction is the bastard son of fantasy and
should be seen but not heard!

Ukay, that got you all reading on, crying for my
bjood, frothing at the mouth and generally acting Just a
1%ttle b1t rabid. |'m sorry. | take 1t back, | didn't
mean 11, What | meant was: Science Fletlon Is the baste
ard son of Fantasy and should be neither seen nor heard.
U0PScee

Une of the oldest parlour-games around 1s this: fans
‘s1t around and discuss variants on these questions -
ihat was the first SF nevel? ls SF a part of Fantasy7 Or
9ice-versal |s 1t true that Harlan Ellison wears a wig?
Are there any SF books not written by elther Ken Bulmer
or Bob Stlverberg?

fly answer s this: yes, of course, SF is a part of
Fantasy, Both grew out of the same pattern of myths,
legends, folklore and hsroic tales and if you must make
an arbitrary polnt where SF broke away then you might
2s well make 11 FRANKENSTEIH,

lihat 1s clear ‘s that there are 2 large number of
book/stories that we call Fantasy, an equally large
number we call SF, and a whole lot more in the middle
we can fight over. The matn distinction 1s, | think,
that SF supposes some sort of rational (or rationale
gppearing) basis to the story. Fantasy, as a general rule.
doas note So perhaps SF is merely those Eantasy books
that could, maybe, be true. The UED deflfies Fantasy -
or Phantasy for those purists amongst us - as "The pro=
cess or the result of things not actually present® and

s "A supposition resting on no solid grounds”

By now, your're probably saying one of threc things:

1. I'm one of the 36 people who already belong to
both the 8SFA and BFS so | don't need this eommercial,

2. I've tried Fantasys | read LGRD CF THE RINGS
when | was 15 and hated 11,

3¢ Wow! You mean there are stories about monsters
and aliens and heros and all that kind of stuff that
| can read and enjoy withsut having a degree in Astro-
Physics or a C.S.E. in Nuclear Hand-Missiles?

Yes, number 3, there ar:. There are thousands of
them and what 1s more they have 1ife, colour, warmthyys,

humour, imagination, brave heroes, dragons, wizards,
helpless maidens, heroic female warriors 3nd they are
net (11ke so much of today's SF) dry, technical and
about as exciting as a trip round a transistor factory,

So, what is Fantasy? Well, one of the best defin-
itions | ever saw was Fred Cliphant!'s when he reviewed
Andre Nortonts WITCH WiRLD books (yes, that's right,
they're Fantasy) in VECTOR 58, He divided 1t into four
main strands, Tike this:

1. HORRUR. Well, we all know this. Everything from
DRACULA to PSYCHO to H.P.Eovecraft to RUSEMARY'S BABY,

. HINSY. This is really just a catch-all for
th]ngs Tike ALICE IN WUNDERLAND, WATERSHIP D.WN, Clark
Ashton Smith, Lord Dunsany and, perhaps, some of Ray
Bradbury's stories. k

3, HERCIC FANTASY. This 1s what people narmally f
think of when they talk of fantasys call it sword-and~
sorcery or swird-and-planet and you'll know we are
talking about Robert E. Howard's CONAN, Burroughs' 7
myriad creations and the endless other barbarian heroes
of Moorcock, Leiber, Lin Carter, etce

4o APOCALYPTIC or QUEST FANTASY, Cbviously this /
overlaps a Tot with Hemolc but Vs quite a useful sube
division for things Tike LORD OF THE RINGS or C.S. Lews
1s' NARNIA books. Often there 1s a quest for something
which w111 prevent the end of the world as we (or sun-
dry other entities) know 1t.

Those who feel 1ike 1t can add:

5, SCIENCE FICTION,

This has been of necessity a short Took at Fantasy
but if you have read and enjoyed books from one or more
of the above categories, then it would possibly be
worth your while to investigate the BRITISH FANRASY SOC-
[ETY,

(P]ug follous).

The °r tish Fantasy Society was formed six or so
years ago by members of the BSFA who were tired of Fane
tasy being undervalued 1n the Society. After a debate
on whether to set up a group within the BSFA they foand-
ad the separate BRITISH EIRD FANTASY SOCIETY (the 'welrd
waslater dropped)e Amtdst occasional complaints that
the BFS 1s sti11 too horror-orientated it soldiers on
reflecting the interests of 1ts members and providing
four matn services for £3 a year (to me, Dave Reeder,
20 Sylvan Road, London E11):

1o A bi-monthly BULLETIN which gives news and re~
views across the whole fantasy spectrum: recently we
have reviewed/discussed Moorcock's GLORIANA, Stephen
King, Brooks! SWORD OF SHANWARA, Tolkien and his in-



{iuenses, STAR WARS, CLOSE ENCOUNTERS, etc, ete. (Per
sonal plugs I'm the editor)e

2. A bi-znnual (or tri-annual) magazine DARK HORIZOS
which, 1n its 46~-0dd pages, prints short stories by memb-
ers and serious articles on fantasy. (The present lssae
has a long essay by Peter Valentine Tinlett on imagin-
atfon).

3. A fanzine library with many, many rare and common,
old and new fanzines for members to borrow,

t, Fantasypool: a system of critical comment for all
aspiring writers in the Soclety. _

We also have an annual Fantasycon and give the Sritish
Fantasy Award (this year's winner is Piers Anthony for
A SPELL FOR CHAHELEGN).

Okay, plug over. Just remember next time when you're
tired of yet another trip to star system L-X76 via hyp=
erspace or the mind's disintegration due to this strange
new drug fed by the supermarket theosracy of AD 3008
to a poor hydroponic farm superintendand, that there is
a whole world of daring heroics, magicks and dragons,
and sheer unadulterated FAMTASY, Vhen you make jt:
WELCOME!
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When this column first appeared (aver a year back, in
the second ssue of Galaxy - Z), ! remember writing some
banal "™M1-folks" - type Introduction at the start, But
although this is another debut In some ways, | think
the column's purpose will become self-evident and doesn't
require any further explanations, except to say that
any fanzines for review should be sent to: "Ad Astra”,

33 Scott Road, Olton, Solihull, B92 7LG, UK.

And now 1o business:

The latest issue of Rob Jackson's liaya is out now,
50p ($1.00US) from 71, King John Street, Heaton, Hew-
castle upon Tyne, NEG BXR, UK. Haya's still one of this
country's best fanzines, and my only real criticism is
the long gaps between 1ssues - Rob tries to publish
once every four months, and only occasionally fails,
but with excellent contributions by fans and pros of
the 11k of Bob Shaw, Pete Weston, etc, even that's much
too longe

New on the zine scene is Phil Greenawawy's Nagss,
sporting a three-colour cover by Dougal, Phil seems un-
sure whether to go ahead with llagus as an SF fanzine,
or te devote the contents tc his other interest, com-
fcse As a direct result of his indeclslon over which
direction to take, Hagus 1 is slightly schizoid - |
just hope he's made his mlnd»up by the time Magus 2
appears, some time this falls lissue 1, anyhow, costs 25p
from Phil at 38, 9th Avenue, Galon Uchaf, Merthyr Tydfil
M1d Glamorgan, South Wales. 14;

The future of Randy Reichardt's zine Minding
Humbars looks a 1ittle uacertain at present, with 1ss-
ue 6 delayed Indefinitle.!t'd be a great pity 1f 11
did die, since 1§'s one of the morc enjuyable publica
atfons produced in Canada, with a rare asset: humour,
For the moment, though, WN fans will have to content
themselves with tssue 5.5, a single-sheet explanaticn
be1ng snnt out by Randy 1o exp]aln his reascns for

R2J 1§81, Canada - 1'd assume return postage would
sufflce as payment.

OME pub 16 is also out at present; another singlea
sheet fanzine, this time contalning an imaginary disa
cussion of Decadent Winnlpeg Fandom, written by Randy
and Michael Hall: brief, energetic and reading like
one huge 1n-joke. Out from the same address (BeFlatte
Pub]ications, 24477 Yardlaw Avenue, Winnipeg, R3L
0L9) is Hike's oun Laxd 6, as personal and brief as
the other two. Curious.ees

Skipping across the ocean to New Zealand, Noumen-
on's speclal 22/23 double issue is just out, Tt's slze
ex~ens1ve1y Increased by a massive 18-page feature
on the many possible futures now facing mankind, al-
terpately tntriguing and trritating (some of the pleces
included are just plaln boring or too deep for my
seml-sclentific schooling -~ even the sectlon on my
pet subject - comput1ng ~ Vs pretty #ninterestinges.)
Thus, 1t's Noumenon sther contents - the letters, re=
viers and news - that prove the 1ivellest and most
worthwhile. Anyway, editor Brian Thurcgood's-address

Wilna Road, Vlalheke lsland, Haurak} Gulf, HZ -
it's well worth a checks

Forthcoming: Resistange Communicque, the journal
of the newly-formed "Seveners" BLAKE'S SEVEN group run
by Carole Fairman. The first two Issues of her Space-
fall are 1n the vorks as well at the moment, along
with Delerium, a fantasy story =- the cTub membership
fee is £1.00, with six s.a.e.s thrown 1n to pay for
zine postage, and Carole's address is 200, Boundaries
Road, Balham, london SU12 8HF, UK,

Talking of clubs, the Cidereal SF Society in
Taunton, Somerset, recently published the fifth iss-
ue of their group fanzine, Cldereal Times, contents
vary from articles on how Tpteple bt Tinto SF to
reviews of THE BRAIN KIHGS and BRGTHERS OF THE HEAD,
justifying the 15p price tag (30p by post from Allen
Boyd-Newton at The Satehouss, Combe Florey, Via Taunt-
on, Somerset).

Une new pub]ication that benefits from excel]ent
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Rock 'N!' Ro11 Adventures, also going out as GraphixUS

Maﬁ?liﬂ§_§E§Ela1 1 (sounds 1tke a case of rampant
Schizophreniases)s The central 23-page "Ace Yinslow"
strip is a tour-da=force niece by Bryan Talbot, poss-
ibly the best work he's done to date (and his Chester
Hackenbush trilogy was pretty tneredible), It's a
mixture of 1950's style of adventurs, 1940's style d
detective thrillers and contemporary Rock music = a
masterpiece in comix, and at 50p from better comic

shops, damn cheap too.



(0ncees tonirolledess Talbot artwork is on view in
Near fiythe § , the first seven pagas of Uryan's prop~
aed 150 page "Luther Arkeright” strips Luther's a
psychic, abie to operate in 2 variety of parallel
worlds and universes - in this cese, Victorian Eng~
land, 1978, Bryan 1s backed up with art by anley
(who also drew the cover), Eunson, Haddon and Bank «

a justifiably impressive 1ist of credits for sny pub=
lication. Again, at 45p, very cheap and werthehile com-
ixerers

...ihich just about draws this issue's column to
an end, except to say that the first two issues of
ny reviemgine CLOSER TU THE EDGE, featuring the most
recent 1ncarnation of the Relaity Plus column, are
sti11 available for return postage (se20e or 1ereCe)
from 1 he usual adiress.

Unti1 next ish then, just keep those fanzines
pzuring in - otherwise {111 have nothing to write abouts
Ckay?

’ FIAYOL, Steve.
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{(HCRE F.AMZINES RECEIVED:

YCZ 2 from R.l. Barycz, 16 liusgrove Rd, Hew “ross
ate, London SE14 5PU: No. 1 dealt with SRAR WARS,
As Y rambles about CL:SE ENCGUNTERS. An exhilarating

dose of mild Tunacy.

CLOSER TO THE EDGE: Steven éreen, AD Astra, 33 Scott
rd, 01ton, Solthull, Yarwicks. B92 7LG, The review-
7ns Steve mentions in his column a few lines upl

UNTFAN 1 (to tade ith as many other fanzbnes
throughcut the world as possible) from El1en Pedersen
and neils Dalgaard at Tohubohu Bress, Horsekildevej 13,
IV der 3, DK-2500 Valby, Denmark, ‘lorth getting for
the blueprint pornographic SF story worked up by

Brian Aldiss, P.J. Farmer, Sam Lundwall and various
tyoices! at the Scandinavian SF festival FABULA 77..

[JENT & ron oreg Hills (addross after 1/11/78,

22a Polson Street, Yandanui, “ew Zealand; revieus,
letters, mich discussi n on the evolution, extinction
and matin thabits T dragons.

That's all | can fin at the mement 1t at haven't al-
ready hcen w ntioned by Steve.))
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Just a bricf reminder about the Oxford University
Speculative Fictiop Group, which rccommences meating on
the 12th Octcbere cnue will be Jesus College, Oxford.
Subs arc £1.57 per'year, r 60p a term. Thanks to Paul
Wilson for the infernation.

15

i
This timc around !'m featuring 8STRA, which | b@ﬁ; {
ievc stands for Association in Scotland To Research. v
into Astronautics, or at least somothing ajong those f'
Tincse L
Thanks for a wealth of information are ., 4. nue

can Lunan, president of the Association. o

LSTRA may seen 2 strange chaice for a review In |,
NATRIX, since they devote most of their time to astrog=
omy and astronautics, but | think that with 2 tradition
that they have for analysing in some detail aspects {
of SF such as Interestellar travel and communication j
and also the colonisatlon of space, ASTRA cennot be att-
ually shoun not to be an SF group. Two of the memberg-
Duncen Lunan and Chris Boyce - are writers of SF that
has secn publication: Duncan in the short story field,!
Chris 1n novels (his "Catchworld® won the Gollancz /3
Sunday Times competition and 1s, incidentally, collegt=
Ing very good reviews in Americas) '

Lstra becane an Independant saclety fn 1963, and
has been around ever since, and have gven acquired
their own prenises in Almade Street, anmlltons The group
nects every Saturday at 2.30 p.ne and has the objects
of "stimulating further public interest 1n all aspects
of space research and all re;ated subjects,”

4s a result of a long discussion project on inter-
stellar travel and colonisation, the book "fan and the
Stars! was written, Many of you will no doubt have
seen the hardback or the paperbak, which is out nowe
The s ections of the book that deal with the prospect of
trave] to the stars are interesting and infurmajive,
though 1'm not reably qualified to comuent on the arqu=
nent included in the book sbcut the so-salled probe
from Epsilon Bootis, but that's a different kettle of
fish,

i further discussion project, "Man and the Planets"
has resulted on the productlon of two further books,
UNew Woprlds for 01d" and ™ian and the Planets". Astra
are alsc assisting Chris Boyce with his book "Extra-
terrestial Encounter.”

Astra are involved very much in their local comm-
unity: Duncan is fnvolved with a jeb-creation scheme
tnvolving astromony, and the group also plan tc give
lectures to school parties 1n Octcber te coincide with
the st anniversary of Sputnik, and hold courses on
the history of spaceflight and basic astronomy.

October also sees the re-opening of a Tocal obs-
ervatory uhich is to be run by nembers of Astra and
the continuance of a project designed to investigate
negalithic astronomy complete, so 1t seenms, with a
recently erected megalith of their ount

Duncan tells me that Astra runs very much in par<
211el with the Glasgow SF Circle with the'pyer]ap of
nembers between the two s.cieties being so gemplete
that they no longer hold seperate meetings.

York 1s going ahcad on a major four-weck exhibiticn
which is to be held 1n Junc of next year. There will bea
nrogramne of filns (SF as well as spaceflight, they
hspe] and spezkers and seminars, onc about the problems
of nuclear waste disposal. The group also intends putt-
on another exhibiticn at the annual Edinburgh Festival
next year as well as writing a play for production there



and coing same back-up work to the L5 Praject (High
Frontier, as it's called, | think.)

Hembership of ASTRA costs £4 pa, with Half-
price for junicr members, znd the sceretary is 8171
Ramsey, 19 Estfizld Ave, Cambuslang, Glasgow.

Once 2gain, my thanks go to Duncan for providing
reams of info on ASTRA from which this article has
been culled 'that's the only appropriate word),

But after all that 1 can only say, | don't know
where they find the time! They must operate on a
thirty-hour day in Scotland.
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[t is with wry amusement that | Took back at the
version of me standing on Sheffield Station waiting
for the Manchester train. With sympathy and compass-

fong too, for the me who has started to break the
shackles of his parents! home, while learning to
survive In the alien w rld of a university and even
taking the first few faltering steps down the read
to Tearning to get on with people. That me is st¥ll
within me,

[t's 1967 and Thirdfan Con, 2 misnomer because
1t's being held 1n Buxton, The wonders of British
Rail are such that to get to Buxton | have to go to
Hanchester and then retrace my steps, this due tc a
mix of electric and diesel trains, The trains are of
the variety known as rail buses, having all the dis-
advantages of both types of transport with none of
the advantages.

It was hot. Easter used 1o produce sun then as
against the snow we've some to expect. The train act-
ed as an effective hothouse and by the time | got to

Buxton | had a splitting headache, The hotel was close

to the statlon and was a fine building, built 1n an
arc around a fountain. 14 had style, unlike the con-
crete cages we noW US€ass

I didn't know the guy | was sharing a room withe
"I'n not unpacking," he said, "You won't see me in
here very much.” He was right. Apart from a fleeting

glimpse on the Sunday he used the room as a large Teft

luggage lacker,

I Tay dewn on the bed for a few minutes a get rid

of the headache. hen | woke it was night. Cursing my-
self | rushed to the bar, there to meet those | knew so
well from thelr fanzines and letterss It was a strange,
stumb1ing expericnce for though you may have exchanged

yeur innermost thoughts and feslings by letter, when
you meet face to facc you're strangers. Some people |

recogniscd straight away, but others amazed me for they

bere no resemblance to their written personae.

Come midnight we visited the film show. They were

showing clips from terrible horror/SF films and then a

speof horror filme Nothing serious, just right for

-16-

heckling: great stuff.

Saturday is a series of incidentsy Tlashing inte my mind
Tike the picces 1n a kaleidescepes

The auction where the keen ones had Teng lists and the
quy in front of me kept saying "That's got a Cordwainer Smith
story 1n." which meant no-one was going to outbid him,

Someane rushed up to me. "You're in an SF club, aren't
you?" | admitted ['d becn to the Birmingham Group meetings.
(An aside: By the time | got to Birmingham University the
well known 8'ham Group had faded ‘augy and a new one was in the
process of being started, hased at Aston Unive 1'd been to
one meetingl ) "ith this wealth of experience behind me |
found myself on the fan panel supposedly telling pecple how
to start an SF club. Fortunately | don't remember what |
said but unfortunately | do remembers that | even thought it
was terrlble and with some amazement | found myself conw-
¢luding that no sane porson would try to set up a tocal group,
I only rcmember being asked cne question from the floor,
probably out of kindness.

| wandered fnte a room party. 4 couple were necking on
the bed. Someone said, "That's X, wonder 1f we'll all get a
turn." Wow that was fantasy.

Come the evening Ted Tubb cpened his homemade wine.
Shandies of 50/50 wine and lemonade were being drunk. Some
time later | was drunk and crawling arcund the floor Yn somee
one's roem partyeThere | bumped inte 2n American, alsc crawle
ing around. He teld me he was about to jolinthe Harvel Comics
Co. as an artist and though my Interest Yn comics had ceased
about a year previously it suddenly waxed again, He gave me
some latest US Issues and we parted, crawling our seperzte
Waysa

| was in my room, the dc r locked, fans were running up
and down the corridors screaming. Outside there were unheeded
cries for mercy as fans threw each other into the fountain,
| fell aslteps

Sunday; the deb} collected. | wasn't well. After a while
it dawned on me that | was probably suffering from alchohol
poisoning and | might die, with any luck, Sometime during
the evening | awacke and found | was well but | had a very '8
quiet evening.

Nonday; the end of the werld is nigh. At breakfast | wes
told that some people had suffered from food peisoning and
['d probably had it alsn, but | wasn't convinced, either about
them or ne,

The last g odbyes, the tast book purchases. Then the sudden
realisation that | didn't have enough money for the train, |
know anyone with sense weuld have bought a return ticket at
the start but some strange imp had stolen my reason and | had=
nlt, Fortunately, the hotel told me where there was a bus
to Sheffield, which | could afford. It was a beutiful ride
with the bus wandering from village to village across the
pennines, and ths sun was stiTl shining.



liy luck was in because my money was suffiefent to get from Sheffield to Doncaster and then home to Rossington,

1
T ough it was over, it was still with me, an experience of pleasure and paine The fact that so meny of the mem-
[
ories are still with me 2fter ten years shows the Impressicn that first conventicn had on me. In those ten years both
| and conventicns have changed but they are still an exper ence that one should sanple for the joys and sorrows of

the first time.

(Why not try Nocacon this year or Eastercon in Leeds next year?)
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First, some news from the HAULYN book group, taken from
a letter sent by Beter Pinto, who is currently working
for hamlyn as a freelance SF cditor:

"News, etce of Hamlyn SF,
Already published:

The Makeshift Rocket (Poul Anderson,)

Fury (Henry Kutiner]

Bayond the barrier (Damon Knight)

The Seed of Earth (Robert Silverberg)

The Florlans (Daedalus *1) (Brian Stableford)
Grimnts World (Vernor Vinge)

From now 1111 Harch 178 (Tater dates Tess certaln):

October ~ The Stlent Invaders (Robert Siiverberg)
November = The W1t1ing (Vernor Vinge)

n A Touch of Strange (Theodore Sturgeon)
January 179 - The Lton Game (James H. Schmitz)
L) B The Other Leg of Phineas Fog (Phillp Jose
Farner)

February = Crittcal Threshold (D*2) (Brian Stableford)
flarch » futant (Henry Kuttner)

and approximately twenty other fine t1tTes (note sales pltch)
bought but not yet scheduleds

Ye have corhered the writings of Henry Kuttner - I'm re- .
editing the collections to eliminate overlaps and collect

series stories Into the same vols, = and also to allow for
-1 71:
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the ever upward trend in the minimum price papers
backs can be commercially published at. So, for
exanple, "Chesshoard Planet" (4.K.A "The Fairy
Chessmen", ackea. "The Far Reallty") is to have

a couple of shorter SF pleces In with it,

Artwork. The Tosy covers on the first Hamlyn
SF paperbacks were the result of directives to
use the Hamlyn Group art department ~ and were the
second ar even third attempts by them tc produce
covers reaching the dizzy heights of the mediocre-
1y atrocious. "A Touch of Strange" has the first
really good gover - and from now on things should
improve steadily.

Dennis Barker, Design editor Hamlyn paperbacks
at Astronaut House, Hounslow Road, Feltham, iddx
T4 94R, would be very glad to hear from any SF
artist who can provids good examples of work suite
able for mass-market SF ~ i,e. sufficiently close to
current SF art to be unmistakably SF covers, while
being distictively the work of one particular
artist, The going commercial rate is pald, artists
are credited on the back cover, and artwerk is
returneds

| am currently Jooking for manuscripts, unuk-
paperbacked, and previously u.k. paperbacked=but-
unavallable~for-ages novels in the following areas =
though 1f things outside them are too gnod to be
rejected, that's 0K too -

classics ofp in U.K. P/b for a few years or
more {or never done here).

adventure SF - including series, but NOT series
where {ndividual t1tles are not complete in thenm
selves.

New titles that could/should become classics,

"Serious" SF - making points poTitical (in the
broadest sense of the word) by telling a story.

But before a novel is anything else, 1t must
be good entertainment. -

Submissions are welcome, and should be sent to
the Hamlyn phks editorial address (Mercury House,
103 - 5 Yaterloc Rd, London S.E. 1). If 2 full re-
port on rejected iS 1s wanted, 1t should be asked
for specifically, And may take a little Tonger.
{i.e. if a new author wants some criticism, ask for

it.)



PAPERBACKS DUE FOR RELEASE N NGVEHBER

ARROW (Nov 20)
Eioise (E.C. Tubb) 7Cp
The Night Shapes (James B1ish) 80p

ABC PUBLISHERS (Nov 2),
We Who Are About To (J anna Russ)75p

FONTAHA (Oct 30)

GToriana (Michael Moorcock) £1.

Our Lady of Darkness (Fritz Leiber) 85p
Walkers 1n the Sky (David Lake) 85p

FUTURA (Nov. 2)

Battiestar Galactica (G.A. Larson/R. Thuston) 95p
The Far Call (Gordon Dickson) £1.25

The Necromancer (Robert Holdstock) 95p

Sword of Shannara (Terry rooks) £1.75 Reprint.
Lucifer's Hammer (Niven/Polirness) £1.50 Reprint.

GRANADA (Nev. 2)

The i1hree Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch. (P.K Dickl)85p
Nova Express (¥1111an Burroughs) 85p

Destination Universe (A.E. Van Vogt) 75p

Fabulous Riverboat (P.J. Farmer) 85p

Earth is Room Enough (lsaac Asimov)

Tolkien!s World (Randel Helms) 95p

PANTHER

The Penultinate Truth (P.K. Dick)
Hoonbeast (A.E. Van Vogt) 85p

Long After Kidnight (Ray Bradbury) 95p

HARLYN (Nov 15)
The Witling (Vernor Vinge)
A Teuch of Staange (Theodsre Sturgeon) 85p

CCRONET (nov 8)

Seahorse 1n the Sky (Edmund Cocper) 7
THe Tenth Planet "o ;
NEL

The Cold Cash War (Robert asprin)
Past Through Tomorrow (Robert Heinlein) £1.25
Thoughtworld (Terry Greenhough) 85p

The Wandering Worlds (Terry Greenhough) 85p
The Asylum World (John Yakes) 85p

Patternaster (Octavia E. Butler) 95p

The Possessors (John Christapher) 95p

Time Storm (Gordon Dickson) £1.25)

Dangerous Vislens *1, 2,3, (Harlan EV1ison) 95p each
Captive Untverse (Harry Harriscn)

Plahue From Space " f

Syndic (G.H. KornabTuth)

Fool's HiT1 (Richard Lupoff) 95p

Sign of the Unicorn (Roger Zelazny) 95p

CORGI (Nov 34)
The Last Rose of Summer (Steve Gallagher) 85p

BANTAN

Star Trek Fotonovel 8. A plece of the Actlon

Star Trek Official Cooking Manual, (Hary Ann Pickard)
What flad Untverse (Frederick Brown) 95p

HYNDHAN
Tord Tedrlc. (E.E. Smith)

TARGET
Or Who & The Androld lnvasion.

000000000

GOLLANCZ! upcomong FANTASY & MACéPRE titles Included:

THE SHILLING SHGCKERS (ed Peter "aining); THE VAMPYRE

(eda Chrostopher Frayling); iiRS GASKELL'S TALES OF HYSTERY
& HORROR (ed. Michael Ashley); ON ¥INGS OF SONG {Thomas !l

Dysch - due Jan.); GALATEA (ph111p Pullman); THE BAD SISTER
Enna Tennant); THE BOUK OF SKULLS (Robert SVlverberg)

James Corley's ORSIN! GODBASE upcoming from Male, ditto
Garry K11lworth's THE NIGHT OF KADAR from Faber, Angela
Carter's THE PASSION OF NE': EVE w11l appear sometime in
the futurs as an Arrow Paperback.

THE JOHM W. CAHPBELL LETTERS to be edited by qéorge Hay.

STATESIDE HEWS

1978 Nebula Awards:

NOVEL:  Gateway {Pohl) J
|7 the Ocean of the Night (Gregory | enford)
h
Cirque (Terry Carr)

Understanding Tolkien & Lord of the Rings (¥1111am Reedy) NOVELLA: Stardance (Spider & Jeanne Robinson)

Space Family Stone (Robert Heillein)
Stranger 1n a Strange Land (Robert Heidlein) £1.25
The Worlds of Robert Heinlein. 75p

PAN (Nov 3)
% Dream of Wessex (Christepher Priest) 75p
Fugue for a Darkening lsland (Priest) 75p

SPHERE

Thvasicn of the Body Snatchers (Jack Finney) 85p
The Hab Theory (Al1an H. Eckert) £1.50

A Circus of Hells (Poul Andarson) 95p

Zztecs (Vonda ficlntyre

NOVELETTE: The Screwfly Solution (Raccoona Sheldon (James
Tiptree))

A Rite of Spring (Fritz Letber)
Particle Theory (Ed Bryant)

SHORT STORY: Jeffty is Five (Harlan E1i1son)
Air Eaid (John Varley) .
The Hibakusha Gallery (Ed Bryant)

SPECLAL DRAMATIC PRESENTATION AWARD Star Wars.
-18-



Hapien £111son picked up his Nebula in person
causing something of 2 stir as he Teft the SEHA
last year in protest over the drepping of the
ehula for Dramatic oresentation lronically, SFia
decided to make a special Dramatic Presentation
award to STAR WARS!

“hat was going tec be called NOVA is now, it secnms
to be called OMHI. Editorte] address §s 909, Third
hve, New York, NY 10022, The mag is paying $300 -
#1250 for short stories.

Woanwhile the new "Astmov's SF Adventure Hagazine"
(Editorial address Box 13116, Philadelphia PA 19107)
will be aimed at Pthe audience, not 211 juvenile,
that discovered the Literature of ldeas through
novies, comics and televislon.” Rates are 54 per word
ander 7500 words, 3¢ /word over 12,500 (mininun) with
a flat rate $375 - 450 1n betweens Max, length is
35.000 « 40,000 wordss

IDESTINIES®, The new mag from Ace (editgr, Jim Baen,
SF Dept, 'Destintes', Ace Books, 360 Park ave South,
Mew York, NY 10010) scheduled for Gct. '78. Looking
for the very best type of story 'G-Jaxy' would have
orinted. Rates £200 for stories up to 4,000words
or 84/word (whichever higher), 7¢/word for stories
between 4000 47500 words, 64/word up to 10,000,
54/word up to 15,000 and 7£ above 15,000,

Forthcoming U.S. Bocks:

Greg Bear  "Beyond Heaven's River" (Dell 1979)
Notman Spinrad  "The Mindgame" (Jove)
J. Pournelle "lest of Honcur® ) Pocket Books, orig-

i "Btrth of Fire" ) 1nally pub. by Laser)
Stephen Goldin  "The Eternity Brigade" (Fawcett)

m " "A Woeld Called Solltude" (Doubleday)
A.E. Van Vogt "To Conquer Kisar® (DAY)
Jack L. Chalker "Dancers fn the Afterglow" (Del Raey)
Alfred Bester "Golem - 100" (Pocket Books)
John Verley "Titans" (to be sertalised fn AN LOG)

Samue] R. Delaney has had two collections of his
Ttterary criticism and essays , "The deWeluHing—

ed Jaw" and "The American Shore" published by a
small press in the U.S. Delaney will edit the Nebula
hward Anthology for this year.

A.E. Van Vogt ts novelising his New Worlds screen-
play "Computerworld" and has been offered a contract
by Linelight Productions, England to film his novel
"The Voyage of the Space Beagle"

Catherine L. floore received an Ann Radcliffe Award
for Literary Excellence.

Ursula LeGuin was awarded an honorary degree Doctor
of Literature from Bucknell University.

Jerry Pournelle is editing an anthology called "The

High Frontier about colsnies not on planets,
«10«

mintseries to be shown on NBC. Newcomer G11

1978 LOCUS POLL RESULTS:

Best SF novel: G.TEUAY (Pohl) '

3cst Fantasy Hovel: THE SILHARILLION (Tolkten)

Best Movella: STARDAMCE (Spider &-Jeanne Rob1nson)
Best Short Fiction: JEFTY IS FIVE (harian Ellisen)
Best Publisher: Del Rey Books

Best Magazine: F&SF edited by Ed Ferman.

Buck Rogers 1s resurrected in a three-part £6,000,000 TV
gerard plays
buck.

The FB1 were called Yn to Ynvestigate leaks concerning

the script and special effects of the STAR TREK film. One
detail which has been revealed is that Kirk has been proms
cted to hdmirall Studio f1iming is set o end in Nevenber,
but the film will not be realeased until Christmas 1979
Thecause of the anticipated months of spacial effects work!

Dr Douglas L. Morf, professor of environmental studies at
North Uzroline State University, has suggested that certain
parts of spacecraft and astronauts! equlpment could be made
of edible material so they can be used as focd once their
space functions have endeds ({The clipping from which

this item was gleaned did nct specify whether the good
professor had recently perused stanislaw Lem's STAR DIARIES))

*#%  FYENTS *#

FANTASY FILW CONVENTION (Oct 28/29 )

B1lomsbury Centre Hotel, Coram St., London.

Registration £5.50, Full details: 52 Roydens Rd, Plumstead
London SE18,

NoVacoN 8 (3/5 Nov.

Hotiday lnn, Birmingham.

£3.50 at:ending, £1.50 supporting, Detalls: Dave Holmes,
1222 “arwick Rd, Acocks Green, Birmingham B26 6PLe

SEACOM: the 37th World SF Convention, at ;righton 23/21 Muga
£9 attending, £4.50 supporting until the end of the year.
Details, 14 Henrietta st, “ondon HC2

0000006000900000000000

G:ening October 19th is the animated film version of WATER-
SHIP DOWH. There wi1) aiso be a new Penguin edition of the
book, a "bock of the film' called "The Watership Down Film
Picture Book! containing more than 100 stilis from the film
with captions freshly written by Richard Adams, a calendar,
an LP of the soundtrack, and a single, 'Bright Eyes' sung
by Art Garfunkels Watership Down puzzles will be available
from Waddingtons and Royal Doulton are producing ceramic
rabbits. Yriter—director-producer Harti Rosen says "I'm
not a believer in saturation markcting."

The £3,000 Gollancz/Pan/Picador/Guar¢ian fantasy compatition
was won by D.li. Thomas with THE FLUTE PLAYER, 2 novel which
mythologises the 1ives of a group of Russian poets including
Osip Mandelstaum and Boris Pasternak.
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HICK JCHNSCN, ¥, Perrln Road, Wembley, fiiddx. HAD 2NW,

| was prompted by Cyril Stmsa's Tetter in HATRIX 19 to
try and give myself a useful definitlon of what §F is (as
opposed to the normal case that people define what SF
anything 1sn'i] and ! find | need help. It touched on my

nctions of what reallty is, and many other areas, which
have pruned down as much as possibles |f this letter
prompts other people to do the same then | think weshall
have added another dimenston ta HATRIX beyond the "Dave
Cobbledick is si1ly because etce etCessa”

Reality is a process, not 2 finite defin1tnon, therefaore
Imaginary events can give keys to the truth of man's exist-
ence. that even a sclentific textbook cannot give. lmaginat=
ton (the category into which Science Fictlon most brradly
£1ts) looks at the world in 2 new ways

SF opens a window into the spectrum of man's activity =
the writer weaves threads and portrays a unlverse that
hast extrapolations of the world of 'mormality', with
landscapes that may/may not exist (present, past or fut-
ure) but the creatpr has a map and thus becomes our guides
However, we must make up our own minds about what we are
shown, (Ye may see much that is not on the author's map,
for instance.): acticns that are fantastic and romantic
(1n a T1terary sense) which excite the imagination (fre=
quently Into drawing analogles) and create a chain reacticn
of creation, sach mind (writer and reader) feeding upon
the other,

Therefore SF is a branch of tmaginary science wherein
experinents are carried out in the mind, changing one (or
several) variables and seeing what would happen with in-
ventions/discoveries, planetary environnent/location, pass=
age of time, elements of the human psyche, a change either
natural, supernatural, 'man~made! or alien in the Earth,

from closely related genres
(Hoddy could be termed 'alien')
so it is In the creation of an
environment for the protagonists
that the writer delivers the
category of a story# SE-tg sénerelly~conterned --
vith human, humanoiZ or 'alien-human' societies,
whose soclalogies/psychologies have a distorted
element somewhare. Tolkein's creatlons are 1co'
simple to be SF and are therefore fantasy. Horrar
stories are aimed at one cmotlon and are also
too simple (as are my categories, probably, so
tick me off). Noddy id afmed at young audiences
and }s thus juvenile, etc.

[n all eases the author has a clear Ydea of his
category,

SF ¢an be the most experihental literary form
and/but 1t cbyicusly overlaps with many other
creative forms. It does seem unfortunate that
there is so 1ittle SF poetry published because
SF and poetry seem closely 1inked in that they
condense areas of human thought but expand the
reader's thinking process. "ost SF art 1s fairly
straightforvard and technologically based and there-
fore not truly representative of the typs of Titere
ature it purports to cover, Science ficticn seenms
to have many affinities with the Theatre of the
Absurd, but this avenue seems 1ittle explored,
except for Maiting For Godot"~subst1tutes that
have appeared in New Horlds.

Anyway, the idea benind this ]e{ter s to get
other peonles! grey sludge churning so that | may
Tearn from thes | will finish on proposals of a
category 1ist of SF themes which is probably not
useful in itself, but constructivecriticism may
yield something beneficdal, | think it is import-
ant to define SF, cspecially in the Tight of Star
Yarstsms and Space Upera. |f Space Upera comes to
mean SF then perhars we should retern SF as hol= -
istic fiction as only SF se.ms capable of deals =
ing with all the possibilities of the 20th/21st cen~
tury Interface.

SPACE GPERA: Fiction in a space setting which dem—
ands Tittle effort from the reader/viewer and no
scientific knowledge; cowboys in space ete.
ASTRLHNTIC FICTLN: Simitar settings to Space
Unera, but more demanding to readers ~ 1,e, soclal
effects of galactic empires beyond laser battles
and automatic gesnocide.

CHRONATIC FICTICH: Concerned with time travel,
paradox, other dimenstons etc. Y.e, "By His Boot-
strps™; "The Time Machine"s

EXCSUCIAL FICTIUN: Alien cultures, biclogies, mut-
ations, religions (including stories Tike "dd John"



1 50 ¢ iV 0 O .
and "SiriusTs,, that's 2 slice of reality then please give me a large

C.[GSG‘IY Tinked with SURR EHL'ST FlCTl(N Parallel u he]pin\; f well cons‘tr‘uc’(ed Qscapism any{imel

worlds, alternative Earths, much of J.G Ballard,

etco BERNARD ii. EARP, 21 I orfield Grove, Tonge loor, Bolton,
TECHNI-FICTICN, Computers, robots, mechanical in- Lancs.

ventions and machine socities.
"Don't Dream lt, Be 11" was an amusing report with a

A1l these mey be pompous, clumsy, or whatever tinmely typo watning. Uas the bit in Greg Hills' Mtyping
but they are only a start. Your help wculd be appre- is still bad' 2 reudian slip or what? Get back the corrw
ciated: ecting fluid - yfur wife's words sheuld have besn not

Andy doesn't need it" but "Andy doesn't use 1t." Still
GUYNF R J: HES, 34 Bryn Guynt, Amluch Port, Anglesey, they do say that Tove is blinda((Actually, "necd 11" ref-
Guynedd, Nnrth Hlaless er red to the previcus words "nail varnish" - a substance

which, thanks to my non-existent fingernails (thanks to

"Caprdboard cut-outs in a never-never Tand could MATRIX277) | am in no need of whatsoeve r....))
sum up the achievements of Hollywood over the last, Picking cne small point out of Langford's LoC, what
oh, God knows how many years (I'n not a cinema hist- about a TANGENT rcceivers surcharge? {and Yes, | do get
or1an) In fact 1'n sure that George Lucas would be it and would pay a 11ttle extra. )

quite pleased with Jagueline Conben's synopsis of S

n li18's Tetter columne.. However, from reading var- R°B CARTER, 78, Dewick Court, Newcastle upon Tyne, NET 8EQ
1”us articles by people 1n the 'know' and also on
reading interviews with lucas himself h1s intention Let me tell you, |'m getting just a teensy bit pissed
wasn't in fact the create the all time *SF classic film of bu the sort of bitchy=bitchy backbiting that's going on
but purely to peoduce an updated version of the FLASH in the pages of BATRIX. | jcined the BSFA because | was
GORDCN/BUCK R°GERS type filme With a_good visual eff- Interested in SF and not because | wantad to read pages of
ects team, good sets, geed actors - and fa this respect crap about what's wrong with the BSFA and its crgenisation
| think he succeeded. anc its publicaticns and its officers. '

The original 1930's space operas were extremely un- Scme pecple have just got to get their rocks off by -
sophisticated from a special effocts point of view criticising and playing petty Po1liics (and what could be
and were made cheaply and as quickly as possible us- nere petty, | ask you, than what's gcing on horel)
ing old sets and costumes, Hewever, | suppose 1t did- HYderato griticism has a place, sure, but let's not
n't matter so much in those days as the audience was forget that the main reason most people read WATRIX and VEC-
equally unsophisticateds Times have changed and when ICR s because they are -strange as it may seem - actually
| did wateh the occasicnal episode of FO uhich the BSC interested in SF, and the criticisn of that féeld.
were showing In the summer of '77 it made me wince | agree with Phi1 Yain of Kecle; we must prescrve the
to see how clumsy, shoddy and just plain Taughable BSFA at least from the unpleasantness in which many, many
the whole prcduction appeared. Judging Si as a purely fannish types (though | must say, by no means all) revel,
visual adventure story it is in my opinfon one of The tone ought to be friendly, not all factions and feuds;
the mest brilliant films | have seen to dates And if I'm quite surc that people gencrally, attracted by specule
as | an censtantly being told that froma science fic- ive fiction and borcd by the sort of Crossrcads and Coron-
ton point voew it was 2 big Tet-down - woll, | won- ation Street bitchfiction can quite do without 1t T,
der w at the fans of the 1930's ?houggt of Eustar So, more SF, more SF-appreciation, SF ~discussion, SF
Crabb's antfes? If we are to believe “corge Lucas's oraise, SF-damnations, Suhat-you-will, “and less of this b
claim that his intention was to create a substantial boFadon And. bitternesse
i1lusicn in the traditicn of eerlicr films then | £1sase?
think he's made an extremely competent jcb,

| think thet | prefer the Tatest version space ((Tso putdouns of Crossroads/Coronation ST, on one pagel
cpera/pantonine/fantasy/sscapisn, call it what you fdnmm, must start watching them agaln to sec what makes
w11l rather than the early rubbish. Gbviously Lucas peoplc s0 cross... Une m;n's 'bitchiness' is anotherls
concentrated on a shallow space romp storyline rather 'fahdcm in the raw, with a vegeance! (TANJENT 4}, Ye turn
than the philosphicel, message-packing intellectual now to the auther of those words, the man who gave HATRIX

angle just as the originals which were the basis
for his film. | can't understand why sc many pe ple
are trylng to crucify lucas for meking a visually
exciting and what was for me 2 highly entertaining GREG HILLS, 331 Featherston St., Palmerston Horth, New
film, Fascist! Yes, | heard someone on Arenz cincma Zealand !

use that werd too! Yhat's wrong with good triumphing )
cver evil? o doubt that when LCRD CF THE RINGS is
released someone will think that Tokkein was a fascist
or 2 never never man escaping from the responsibilit-
ies of 1ife through his fiction. Escapist! Christ,
what's reality, Coronaticn Street or Crossroads? If M

a fave-star rating = for which, much thanks, Greg; cash
or chequessesel))

Now Temme see, what's in the box todaye... NASF Fres
Frank Hacskasy Jr. returning that copy of TANGEWT
| tried tc leave in Yellingtoneees obviocusly couldn't



stomach 1t any mere than le.a Toc on 'Tanjent' 4 by
Bruce Ferquscn, plus my doorkey; bother, | could've
saved the §2 to buy the new ones.o [T'S HEREL WHEEEE]
(Feet pounding up drive; sound of door ripping from
hinges) Now, lesses... hmmm, uh-huh, yes,,, did he?
How very ——- HE PRINTED IT! Hherzaltperss.

Yeg ckay, you made me sound a 11ttle more discrge
anised than 4 wass.. but at least you didn't rip the
quts out Ttke two Daves | know didess not that 1t
worrfes me; but after all, a Tetter Is an extenslon
of ones mind, and ~--

((But Tetters have to be edited, all the same.

At the moment | kave enough Tetter material to 111
a complete issue and to allow everyone their say
and sti11 have articles, news, etc. | have t¢ wiald
the editorial hatchet and apologise for any corpses
I Teave in my wake.))

Cover: fascinating scene, filled with action,
too —-- and oh yes the picture was also quite nice;
must mention that, cos one mustn't confine oneself to
the masthead... Anyway, getting back from the ramb-
1ing, you're still a Tittle short on artwork -
pity I'm no artist or ['d send you some. R

Jacquellne Comben: [ wish people 11ke you would
just break down and try to appreciate something
that does not set out to break taboos, horrify
the Hasses or make one vonit on the floor, lay 1
c¢ite that TStar Trek! spawned a lot of Trekkies «
an undesirable thlnge But 1t also spawned a whole new
generation of general SF fans, people who read
widely, not just SF. And so, | suspect, 1t will be
with !Star Wars', Hopefully 1t will spawn a new
generation of fans who will look back to SFwas=
entertalnment/education, and not as the bortng,
ponderous drek spawned by the despair of the 60 «
also known as !New Wave!, but better known as
crud-from - the mainstream. For all of me, the .
sooner the new SF penetrates Br1ta1n, the better,

Far too many UK fen are in that rut. hile SF the
world over has completely changed 1ts' aspect since
the Hew Wave' frothed away, Britain stil] keeps
putting out the same dreary oid line,

MATRIX 19 shows no apprectable decline over 18
(but who 1s this guy with my name who Tives at "33{
Featherstone Sireet? Ah well, comes the next packs
age, they will havg a chance to send 1t to 22a Polson
Street, Yanganul, ew Zealand - as that is where ['T1
be. | hope that whdever replaces you as editor can
keep the contents up, and Improve the Tookss

DAVE V. BARRETT, 40 Beechtr‘ees, Digmoor, Skelmers-
dale, Lancse

1t's good to see reports on comnittee meetings ;
as most of us will probably never be on the comme
tttee for 1001 reasons (mostly our own fault) 1t-s
valuable to Tearn what!s going on. Also appreciated
your reply to Don West. Of course you had to make a
serious reply to what was a very serfous attack, and
a vicious (and possibly Tibellous in places??) ones
Has Don West ever besn a member of any sort of
comnittee? They DON'T, 1n my experience, run without

a hell of a Tot of headaches, heartaches, nisunderstandings
and mistakes. After all, despite ths theory of the whole he=
ing greater than the parts etc., comnittees are made up of
peaple, who do have the disconcerting (to Don West) habit
of being human and therefore (excepting perhaps the new sup=
rene pontiff, and he's not told us if he Is or s not yet)
fallible,

KEI1TH RCBERTS INTERVIEY ~ [nteresting, and quite well
done by Paul Fraser. then you've read someone's bocks, you
Ttke to know more about what makes the author tick. Deflne
1tly 4 feature for your successor to keep running.

THE ULTIMATE CCNTRACEPTIVE « ust show this to my wife
when she gets back from stocking her branch of WHS with
SF. Mary, | think you're 2 kindred soul to my Sue; she was
none too pleased a 2 ofclock this morning when | crawled up
to bed having kept her awake with bashing away at Chapter
7 of my magnum cpus. But "Alison Hutton seems too fntellegs
ent tc be an SF fan'u,es hmmme |'ve never met said Alison,
but surely (apart from being pleased at your conplinent)
she'11 teke issue with you over thate Ur will shel | prefer
to be known as 'an SF addict!; I disTike the word 'fan' =
it smacks somewhat of screaming followers of the Bay City
RaTlers and other aperients (Took Tt up; when you find out
what 1t means y-ulll probably agree with the description)s
Anyway, lfary: an excellent 1ittle plece.

((| TCLD her people would Tlke the articles.. but she
Insisted on writing 1t And Fan Activity has a habit of be
coning addictive... Rumour has it that My Dear Wife has rec=
teved a genuine Fan Letter from the wife of an organiser
of a recent Convention somewhere to the north of here. ))

LETTERS « arquably thr most lmportant sectlon of MATRIX,
though this selection tsn't up to the usual stendard. Thank-
fully not the usual standard of vitriol, either, except for
Pau] Fraser and, of course , Don (BSFA 1a a lcad of crud
but I'm going to stay in 1t because | enjoy telling everyone
every 1ssue of HATRIX what a load of crud 1t 1s) Yest. To
both cf you, 1f you don't Tike §t, elther do something posit-
ive Instead of moaning about 1t, or get out. 1'd tmasine |
speak for many of the members who don't write every Issue
because on the whole they're quite satisfled with what
they're getting for their moneys

((¥e11, much as Paul Fraser, at least, eriticises BSFA,
he has given me a great deal of help with HATRIX (Ketth
Roberts interview, News column, plus various suggestions
for further articles, etce which ! hope my successor will
take up)so | can"t really Tet that go without connennts))

The Star Wars argument continaess The TVSF argument
contlnues. The Mhat ts REAL SF?7 argument continues. And
they go round in circless A1l arguments do if you let them
carry on long encughs

Let's try this for effect. 'SCIENCE FICTICN 1S THE LIT-
ERARY GEHRE CF COGHITIVE ESTRANGERENTT, Prof. Darka Suvin
sald 1t in Foundation 2, in which he spends eleven pages
explaining what he means, Phich is, basically:

1. SF is as valid a 1iterary genre as any other.
2. 1t 1s a thoughtful examination of 1ife and extrapolation
from present to possibe-future reality.

«?lm



3, 1t sets up an imaginary system which we are aske
=d to accapt for the purposes of the story; it all«
ows us to recognise subjects while at the same time
making them seem unfamiliar.

k. (ind heretn 11es Suvin's genius, having persuad-
od us to accept his definition of SF:) 'Taking the
kingred thesarus concepts of science for gogitat-
ton, and fiction for estrangement, | belleve there
is a sound reson for calling this whole new genre
Sclence Fictione'

His paper is a brilliant plece of serious argu-
ment, well worth reading; the delightful twist at
the end, when he more or Tess says 1Ch dammit,
Tet's call 1t SF, 1t's a hell of a lot easier
than arguing about 1t,' adds a nice touch of
humoure

Any comments on the deflnition, which is act~-
yally the best 1Tve ever come across?

| feel rather sorry for Kep Mana. True, there
is a lot of 'unadulterated mediocrity' in SF,
just as there 1s &n any 1iterary genre, but
that's no reason to slate SF across the board. [
night just as well sell my TV because | san't
stand Crossroads, But 1f | don't want to watch
Crossroads, | just press a 11ttle button that mir-
aculously presents me with alternative viewings Hot
a1l SF, by any means, is Bernshack’esque; | suggest
‘he metzphorically presses the button for another
channel, rather than flogging the sete Perhaps,
in Ken Hann's optnion, the 'pulp! era 1s 'a mill-
stone around SFTs neck! but without 1%, would SF »
really have got off the ground? And I'n sure there
ape thousands who would disagree with his opinion
of Gernsbacks His second point, about SF writers
being poorTy pald, might hold water, but is 1t
conpletely true? Figures, please, Hr Hann.

ANIA PRINCE,190A Hednesford Rd, Heath Hayes,
Staffordshire S12 5DS.

| thought the SF vs mainstrean (hereafter calle
ed ms) debate had long ago dies a natural deaths
Stnce 1% seems to be alive and rather unwell in
your letter column, Tet me introduce some facts,
(sorry fellas.)

| work 1n a public Tibrary and did a count of
one fairly average day's bock Issue, which | re-
oroduce 1n percentage form belowe 1t's important t0
remenber that the 1ibrary contains ten bays of ms
for one of SF3 and twenty=one non-fictions (If you,
after looking at the figures below, think those
proportions are ludicrous, | can only agree with
you.)

The count was done on 30,8.78, and produced
the following:

Romances 33% of the total adult issue
Adventure 17.7%

Historical romance 12.7h

Honfiction 11.5%

Crime

SF & Fantasy %
mainstrean 3.6%
Wlesterns 2,85
Catherine Co kson
TV & Film tie-ins
Classics 0. 4%

- N
* (-3
B

Fans seem to think only SF covers a wide band: not so.
Each category l've 1isted does so, including mss

| suupose Catherine Cookson is an ms author, but she
has such a disproportionate effect on the 1ssue that [fve
counted her separately.

flainstream may not be dead, but it's dying. Just the
way it always has been. Doesn't SF look healthier to youT
Do you really want to amalgamate with ms at the cost of
nore than halving the SF readership? Because that's what
non=l1abelled packaging could da. Remember, TEN TIHES AS
WCH shelf space goes to ms as to SF, so the discrepancy is
even worse than it To oks.

So please, let's have a Tittle less whining about poor
misunderstood SF. You'd do as well persuading all authors
to call themselves Catherine Cooksom.

inother bias in the figures is caused by the fact hat
the majority of public library users are women; post S
fans are mene This could have helped depress SF to its
sixth position in the table.

Any other ficld of fictlon, from romance to childrels
(possibly excepting porn, thritlers and blcckbusters)
could raise the same complaints that SF fans volce so nose
ily. They're all badly paid, stultifying, and filled with
nediocre authorse tddly, there seems to be plenty of Ynt=
eresting borks about, for anycne who spends time looking.

((As a 1ibrarian myself, | find your comments and sur=
vey interesting. lnasmueh as it would be unwise to gener-
alise too much from the issue figures of one day, and |
don't know what kind cf area your library is In, your fig=-
ures tally with my own experience. SF may pull ahead of the
nainstrean, but it can't touch the MiTls & Boon romancel})

DAVE LANGFORD, 22 Horthunberland Ave, Reading, Berks. RG?
79U,

Sorry to find you leaving HATRIX so soon, just when all
the membership had come to Tove you and think you imdispens=
able. Best wishes for the new job, of course: 'Yl make
this a quick Tetter in order to reduce the burden of your
Tast HATRIX. (1t would reduce the burden still more if I
didn't write at all, but | was hoping you wouldn't spot
that subtle flaw in my reasoning.) 1111 spare you my comme
ents on the connittee response to D. Vest, except to say
that the tone of direct address was perhaps 111-advised -
a deadly politness and tnpersonallty can be so much more
offective - and that fans everywhere will hoggle at the
assertion that Rob Jackson 1s the only editer to Tgive

avay! a litho zine. | could think of half a dozen more off-
hand.

You have a strange raligious cartoon on page 17 (the
hand holding a cross "key to the universe?®): surely to
preserve ecumenical balance you must now continue with a -
series of hands respectively clutching a crescent, taus



cross; -ankh, fylfot,; yin-yaag...

Kary's zttitude to SF scunds 1ike mine to foot~
ball: | know nothing of the game but aren't the supp-
orters off-putiing! Except, of course, those stren-
vously Titerate supporters of whom one never hears,
the Cyri1 Simsas of the Kop. | Toathe all sport, as
it happens, except for a few things Tike golf and
croquet and snocker whici, as | 1ike them so much,
can't possibly be sport, can theyd Teah,

CYRIL SI¥SA, 19 uswell Ave, London MO 2EG,

| sup ose that your spouse's mentton of my name

precTudes my declaring to all and sundry how much |
enjoyed "The UTtinate Contraceptive®; a pity - "Host
fans wrlte EVEN WCRSE THAN MCCRCOCK! and ABOUT LESS}!
fs a beautifully snide jibe at Big like (whose name,
incldentally, is to found amongst the list of spon-
sors on page & of the LEGALISE CANNABIS CANPAIGN's
Tatest Teaflet.) | also Ttked the 1ine: "ls Heinlein
a facistl... And an | allowed to swear about"1t?"
nght on Hary, | mean, who bloody cares whether

Heinletn 1s a facist? | certainly haven't gives the
patter a thought sinee | was sixteen (an unfortunate
age at which | wrote the article which sparked off
the Heinlein debate 1n the first place)s {(Ch, the
folltes of one's youthl).

((ATT this praise directed Wifewards is gratifye
ing 1o our respective egos (porhaps a review of
the latest DUCTOR WHC serfes from our daughter next
t1ssue??) « Buf yct unwittlngly prod at a Fatal Flaw
in our relationship. Dammit, | Tike floorcocks So
there.and 1 ertain People who are taking an in=
creasingly 1 ng time fetching a takeaway Indian
meal would read more than the worst of his early
160s materialacese))

Yeah, well, HATRIX 19 wasn't bads % wasn't
particularly good , mind you, but 1t certainly
wasn't badas.. ~r;rr‘umph) In any case, 1t sug~
geeded 1n keeping me away from the freelance aud-
fo-typing O £2 p.h. which | was supposed to be doing
to earn my Southern-Comfort ~money for the day
(but then, why worry about Southern Comfort when
youTve got Don West to choke over?) | was golng to
ignore the fulsome D., but Dave Langford suggests
that this might indicate my support for him, so: on
the whole | am satisfied with the way the BSFA s run
(of courss | have my niggles, but | do not expect a
600 strong organisatioh to be run axactTy the way 174
Ttke 1% to be, as D. apparently does)s 1711 grantt
that Hr West ralsed allegations which recuired a re-
ply, but ~ to my mind at Teast = the bulk of these
have been guite adequately answersd: the only
point that still causes Involuntary twitching as
[ lay awake at night twixt bedshe ts cold and clam-
my with the sweat of Doubt, is our belated mem-
orles of Tast years's VECTOR Fowl-upe

Yech!

Stitl, no irreparable damage has been done, and

| doubt it'11 occur again (we all learn from mistakes =
| dare say it's even happened to the oracl of the Astral
League)» And now that 1Tve been complacent for a bit,
let me pass to more interasting matters, ’~

It seens that the lettercol is getting back to iis &
perennial favourlte, the realism ve escapism debate, with
both sides uttering Self Evident Truths the other side can
not see. For example, Dave Cobhledick (an Escapist) app=
ears to conseive of non-Escapist SF as an attempt to "porw
tray the problems of the real world in a didactic and
preaching manner,” That, adnittedly, scunds Tike a daunt-
ing recipe for producing the sort of Social Realism that
gets churned out by apparatchik hacks in East Europe (a
genre which | tend to find a 11ttle Tess than fascinat-
ing). What Teaves me breathless about Dave's statement
is his assumption that the alternative to Escapism is
Didactisma

Heanwhile, Paul Fraser (another escapist) tells me
that | read in order to get as far away from life as |
cane lell, maybe that's why you read, Pau], personally,
| read to share the exper1ences/ins1ghts know1ledge/ or
whatever of another person, and | write to share mine (not
that | claim my own insights at the grand old age of 18
years and 7 months to be extravagently valuable), | think
what attracts me to SF is the way in which it achieves a
synthesis of the mundane intc something unique and wbnd-
erful, which necnetheless reflects the world from which it
has been mou;ded/extrapo1ated/etc. (It is in this trans=
formation that | consider it different from conventional
Ungalisn” which merely glorifies the mundane). Escaplist
SF, on the other hand, does not acieve this synthesis: instw
ead, 1t sheds streams of pretty technicolour baubles which
divert and entertain, but stherwise impart nothing. The
difference between "realist" SF and escapism, | feel, is .
similar to the distinction that Chris Priest draus between
editing and censcrship in VECTOR 88: one increases under-
standing, whilst the other obfuscates ita

| should perhaps finish by noting that SF is not by
any means the only branch of 1iterature that can perform
this synthesis: there are a number of writers working in
the fantasy field, or in the more out of the way niches
provided by the "mainstrean”, whd succeed In this much more
consistently than many a "science fiction" writers

((I agree with most of your points there. Much of my oun
reading is, purely and simply, for escape, or distraction,
if you will, But 11 demanding escape, one necessarily
demands something positive to escape to. Switching off
for a couple of hours is all very we]] but there are
easier ways of doing so than reading bocks. ! hold to
what 1s probably the traditicnal and mundane view that
any work of art should be capable of appealing to many
tevels of experlence and should be capable also of more
than a cursory flick-through to discover "Oh, that's nice"
if you're willing to go 2 bit deeper into 1to Yhat [ find
depressing about much of the material which gets Tabelled
as "not 'deep’, or frealistic!, or 'tntellectual’ « just
sheer entertainment” is that most of the tlme it just
doesn' tentertain mel))

o2k



ALLAN LLCYD, Quebb Cottage, EEmrdisley, hereford.

| was inte ested in the discussions in HATRIX 19
en SF in films and on TV, The main point that comes
over, | think, is the incredible range of standards
of judgement. Gne of your correspondants raves over
"The Incredible Hulk™ while someone else dismisses
"Dark Star® as crapeAs long as we have this much dis-
agreenent as to what makes good visual SF within the
BSFA, how can we expect TV and Film producers to be
able to satisfy us?

iy personal view is that | always find something
lacking in the visual treatment of most SF subjects,
It could be, as the child said when asked why he pre=~
forred radio to TV, because the pictures are better.
When | read a book, | find my own interpretations of
c1ien andscapes, alien beings, or the voids of space,
far mere convincing than the pictures on a TV screen,
for example, all those stars swecping past the viewer
sere-ns on the USS Enterprises

Your answer to Don Yest's letter was a very effect=
ive put-down, but you do have organisation problems at
the BSFA, | am a new member; it is now three months .~
since | joined and | still have no 1dea where to get in
touch with the BSFA Library despite letters of complaint
4o the membership secretary. Is there an Introductory
leaflet or have | just been unlucky and missed 1t7

{((There is a booklet giving details of the BSFA's
services but 1t is currently being revised; so there
will be a list of contact addresses elsewhere in WATRIX.
Several new membeers have made similar enquiries: |
hape | have replied to you 211 and that the contact
Tist will prove uselful to those who may need it but
whd haven't got in touch with ne.))
NIC HOWARD, 5 Grays Lane, Downley, High Wycombe, Bucks

ls ¥t my imagination, or am | the only one who
thinks Hugo Gernsback did any good for SF? Gernsback
cannot be blamed for the stigma of the 'pulp' era.
“hat about all those magazine cevers showing scantily-
¢lad young ladies battling furiously with a bug-eved
nenace from space? What about the boastful magazine
+it]es? Cr what about peoples inflexible attitude
to any 'gew form' as SF was then and s now?

Yo, :ernsback is not to b ame,

HoweWer, | agree fully with point (2) of Ken ifann's

letter,

In my view, SF came of age back in the 1940's, 1t is
the general opinion of SF that needs to some of age.

| have not given up reading SF - | read several mag-
azines a month, as well as paperbacks and back issue mag-
azines - and | enjoy 11. Maybe | Tike mediocre SF.

[ hope nota

PETER PINTO, 42 Breakspear Rd, Brockley, London SE 4 UL

Lettuce Shreds:

1/ There was a fuck-up over VECTCR.

2/ The editor of VECTCR, the Treasurer, and the Conm-~
1ttee as a whole are responsible for the ruaning of
VECTCR/ the BSFA.

3/ Ahy Committee member unullling to accept collect=

ive repsonsibility should not be on the Conmitteee

4/ Sreps have been taken to prevent a recurrence of
the situation.

5/ hny member who considers the past s more imp-
ortant than the future is probebly under the mistaken
inpression that this is the British Alternate History
Associations

6/ iistakes (hopefully of a different nature from
those already discovered and corrected) are bound to oce-
ur from time to times

7/ The advantage of limited 11abilfty is that 1iab-
i1ity is linited to the share capital and assets owned by
the society, except in the case of proven malpractice
by any officer(s)., when the individual{s) concerned
abe then also liahle for criminal action ~ i.e. the
Timiting of 1iab1lity acts to remove unnecessary worry of
personal 1iability for actions taken by officers on be-
half of the societya

8/ The requirements that must be fulfilled to re~
tain limited 1iability are basically to provide annual
roturns to the relovant office, to keep full minutes and
a rocord of members,

9/ hnnual returns are annual accounts - and annual
accounts are prepared anyways '

10/ A record of membership 1s kept anyway.

11/ Full minutes are kept anyways
So | seo nc reason why the BSFA 1td would gain from de-
registering, and no reason to ecntinue arguing over the
VECTOR mess. !f anyone doesn't belteve the Committeq
has acted adequately in taking steps to avoid a further,/
similar fuck-up - there is an established procedure. i
far either censuring or sacking the Commiite/membars of
the Comnittee. |F you can convince enough other membeps
of your argumens' validity.

The natn function of the BSFA that | am aware ¢f is
the production and distribution of the bimonthly mailout
of VECTOR and WATRIX = and assorted other bumfs

The main function of this functicn (eerederases) 1s
kecping fans awarc of each other, and of what's going
ons

It does not, therefore, make good sense to propose
a zero-growth policy for the BSFA without suggesting
what 1t should be once the ideal situation is reached; {
can't see that 1t'd be any great risk to continue to
expand - unless members cost the Association money (1in
which case the ideal number would be ~ve) or unless
Timited 1iability is abandoned.

The BSFA could be the normal way for SF readers to
becaome fans - and to discéver smaller, limited size
TJocal groups, ande.sees and tc promote SF in this count-
ry; | believe | have heard rum urs that 1t is in fact
supposed to do something along these lines anyway -
and, above all else, to be fun. Else, why bother?

The Carnell. The BSFA Award.

Carnell winner. BSFA Aw rd winner,

[ know which means SCHETHING to SF readers - New
Yorlds, Science Fantasy, SF Sdventures, New Uritings in

—

SF, Lanbda 1, and which doesn't.
[ know which has a chance of fitting info a corner



flash on mass-market paperbacks,
and which doesn!t.
| hnow what we agreed to at
the meeting, dammit = to be told
it is purely a shorthand, a nick-
name s NCT what was proposeds
Rightly or wrongly, the BSFA
YAARD's name 1s THE CARNELL
at Teast until this decisicn by
the general meeting s changede

STEEV HIGGINS, 18 St Austell Ave,
Tyldesley, “reater Manchester,
129 7FY.

It's a pity, tHe very issue
n which thinas begin to Took
goed is the one in which you ann-
ounce your retirement. Damn 1l
| hape your successor can make a
good job of it without Tosing your
good fdeas. ((Awwv... shucks!))

The first couple of LoCs in .
M9 raised a significant point -
the attitudes to fanzines. Puld-
ney states that "wrlting a chatty,
personal dlatribe eeo{18)ese not
so effective in a magazine."

"Byt HATRIX isn't a magazine, 1t s a fanzine, and if
you all stop sereaning {¥11 te1f you what the differ-
ence Ys. However friendly and chatly the style of a
proper magazine, it is impersonal and the reader and

writer are separated. But a fanzine 1s personal.
Uhatls contained in it comes ebout as a direct
communication between writer and recelver. So a
fanzine's Loccol 1s more of a conversation in print
than a formal letters pages

This is most evident in fannish fanzines in
which people write LcCs which their friends w1l be
reading. MATRIX Ys slightly different, being a BSFA
Tzine run for 2 widely spread organisaticn, but for
that very reason HATRIX, as an informal zine, should
be an antidote to the faormality suggested by "organ-
isation", and the loccol is the only point of cone
tact for the members. Ihgilswhy we haveto have such
a long Loccol.

A more active membership &s a Eﬁfi in order to
get things done. Feople should be queuing up for
Council seats. In the whole of the last three fdsues
just 42 people have actually written. 42 ~ Tess than
one-tenth of the membership {2 hell of a 1ot Tess)s
Is that the active core of the BSFA? With 50C actlve
ssople we could DG THINGS, so why isn't there some
sort of requirement? 2 or 3 Locs a year, of which one

aust be of Interest (more than the "like it, thank
you" dross) isn't much, but should get rid of many of

the people interested enough to join shouTd they hap-
en to find it, but too bloody apathetic to actually
do anything. Gf course, | won't get , because the
only people likely to object are th se who wouldn't
be allowed to renew their membership, and who could-
n't be got to write by a bomb.

=20=

| THOUGHT
THERE WAS NO

| NTELLIGENT _ LIFE

iiaybe we should have real elections, present Councilt
members and would-be's all producing manifestos in MAT<
RIX and us all getting a crack of the whip. That's a
scrlous suggestions ‘

((iihile we all :ant an active membership, having an
Lagtivity requirement’ is in my opinion a non=starter.
For one thing, letters in HATRIX are no guide to 'acte
tvity!, for another, | ggﬂli think that 1t's altogether
unreasonable that people join the BSFa  for the news,
reviews and srticles in our magazines and not to "take
part! in club activities - though | do feel that more
people would have more fun and standards would rise if
there was more participation from more peoples The
question of electlons is cne at which 1 could ramble
greatly; quite frankly, my qut reaction is to be in fav=
our; but see Rich Philpott's comment below. fianifestces
and voting can obscure as well as opening up democracy.)b

' bloody plssed off by the reaction to James Parkers
The poor sod said something Interesting and original,
and had the guts to come out with it. ind all that happened
was that a few more pezple than usual reacted and everycne
sald "Ch dear, no, you're going too far.” Yhy didn't
someone tell him he was wrong (which he was) but agree
that his basis was damn right? {1 known I'm one of the
culprits). And above all, why did no one understand
hin? Dave Cobbledick can rant all he likes sbout "pure!
entertainment, but attitudes are something everyone
has. In a serious novel the writer makes a point and
argues for 1t, and if he can do that entertainingly
it's a good novel. But whenever you tell a story, you
have attitudes. He's a goodie, he's a baddie, freedon's
right, and your portrayal of the story differs because
of 1t. Precisely bec ause you don'tthink "But mightn't
the Empire have other reasons than sheer lust for power =



anc downright wickedness?" and,"lsn't Uncle,lwep,
right to orotect Luke and ancapt Fis réspbﬁéﬂbT]iiy?"
that anyone watching 1t will be dangercusly suscep-
ihle to views and attitudes inherent but unconscicus
in the filnm.

"Stap Wars" was written and directed by a man
who apparently sees good and bad in terms of black
and white. The same can be seen in "THX 1138", But
in real 11fe there are no goodies and baddies.
uState of Emergency”, a trilogy of plays about
freedom fighters/terrorists tn a future facist %ritain
demonstrated that. Skywalker, Lleia, et al are one
and the same with the Baader-ieinhof and [RA Tunat-
tes. And we sat through two hours cheerlng for
then! Christ! -

(( Again, | could ramble greatly. | agree with
you up to that Tast paragraph, where your argument
goes haywire, | haven't the space to go into a full~
scale analysis of SW, and in any case, | suspect
many readers are getting a bit jaded with the subjecty
but to relate the SU 'goodies' to the IRA 1s feasible
only {f you are a conplete pacifist or accept the
sort of logic that goes "The [RA think they are on
the side of 'good's The IRA are 1unaf\csg Therefore
anyone who thinks they are on the side of 'goad' fs
a lunatic.” You are TECHNICALLY quite right; but
you condemn a great deal of the world's art if you
set up a plece of popular culture aiming to point

" out 11ttle more than the victory of the underdog
over impersonal tctalitarian systens as a piece of
3ns§§1ous propaganda representing a ncdel to foll~
oWa

Afterthoughts: | haven't written a LoC as vitriole
fc as that. There were three reasons why I was jolted
into using such strong(2) tones. First (1111 adnlt it)
| was jolted by the reactions of other people. Second=
ly, with my renewal due t've been examining whether
it's worth 1t, and have come to the conclusion that
the malling tsn't as exciting to me as 1t vas a scant
year agoe Thirdly, | was pissed off by the miserable
reaction to D. West's Tetters If there tsn't some
significant lmprovement D's suggestion could result
in then there's something very wrong somewheres

I any new members feel oifended by my above
conments, let me say | was (an¢ stil] an?) one of
the worst culprits, and my first LoC was worse than
mosta

RICH PHILPOTT, 12 Glenbrook South, Enfield, 1 ddx,
EN2 7THQ.

| have been reading SF solidly now since 1363,
and | used to belong to the old BSFA. | rejoined when

| saw the advert in the "Sjaves of Heaven" bocke

| have now recieved three mailings, and find myself
disgusted by the contents of some of the letters in
the letter column,

| was always of the opinion that the BSF& was 1o
be about SF, not backstabbihg other fans and/or the
Comnittee. |t seems to me that thase people who com-
plain the Toudest probably contribute the Teast.

<21-

The question of "democracy! in the running of the
Assoclaticn is raised by some LaCs. The answer to this
of course is, if you don't Tike it try and influence it
by becoming more involved, instead of ranting and raving
from the sidelines.

The average perscn has got neither the time nor the
inclination to participate in democratic systems. | KNCY
this from expericnce as 2 Union representative. Uur dem-
ocratic system is the Branch meeting which is usually
attended by 10 = 12 people {out of 250), and it's normal-
1y the same 10/12, | personally wish the conmittee good
luck in carrying out a thankless and time~consuming task,
and of course the collators ant the editors and anybody
else involved in getting out the issues.

| do enjoy VECTUR's book reviews, even of the clder
bocks; | have re-read a ccuple on the strength of then
and have found new Tnsight and, | think, mere enjoyment
than first tine around,

Anybody out there Tike to correspond with me? | am
32, married with three children and | am interested in
just about everything (except UFQ's and allied subjects)

({Drop a line here, if you 1ike; and that {1 might as
well say it here) goes for any MATRLX reader who wants
to keep in touch, send fanzines to be dissected in detail,

etc.))

JOHN A. CCHNCR, c/o Sildan House, Chediston Road, Wisset
Np Halesworth, Suffolk LP1 9GPF

Bi11 J Fraser what are you talklng about? If 1t wasw
o't for writers 1tke J.G. Ballard and Phillp K. Dick, SF
would still be the bland and virtually unchanging Mhack"
of the '30s and '40s. Their so-called "piss—elegant nov-
els?, especially Dick's, have changed SF from the space«
ship and bug-eyed monster syndrome an¢ put 1t closar to
home. Human relationships, conflicts and emoticns have
Leen an integral part of their novels and so raised
them tc a point where you can understand each character
and situation FRuti (LL ANGLES.

ind as for "The licte In God's Eye"?? lell, to tell
yeu the truth, | found it to be the most over-rated
crap artistry that has yet graced by bookshelves FULL
sTeP. ((But B111 sticks to his point unto the endees))

But enoush of this bitching, | have a point to this
letter. That of "Refssues under 2 different title
from the original®s The reason for this is as follows.
| am a great fan of Ellison so | was pleased to get my
grubby 1ittle mitts on ELLIS.N “ONDERLAND. So imagine
my hierpor at buying EARTHEAN, G HOHE! Yes, you guessed
it, 1t s 4 reprint of Wsnderland". ere are a few mere
| found.

M, MOCRC.CK: THE T.ILEGHT 1AN/SHLRES OF DEATH.

G.R. DICKSCN: NECROUANCER/N. ROOM FR MAN

E. CC PER: KR NK (This 1s put in as | spent quite a
few quid on the hardback SCH CF KRONK)
And there must be others. SO STOP ALL THIS CRAR ABCYR
" A9D CE. ARE WE BEING CUNNED? {n the words of an ad-
vert, "ay the SWIZZ be uith you"s

Speaking of swizz, hou many people beught "The SF
event of the year"? I'nm talking about DEUS IRAE. Hf
you read page 36 to 93 of this paperback znd then pick .
up THE PRESERVING WACHINE AND CTHER STCRIES and you



read the title story, you may, just may, notice &
connection. (Gnly the places and names have been ¢
changed to protect the wallet.)

({1 agree, this is somethiag which can catch out
the unwapy. fiost bocks have a publication histery
inside where a previous publication under a diff-
erent title should be notedy hut if you buy mail
order this is Tittle help. Ferhaps it should be
mere clearly emphasised that a book has teen pube
Tished before under a different title and 1s not a
new work?))

BILL J. FRASER, 36 Campbell St, NEMRILNS, Ayreshire
KA16 9DT.

Since ITve mailed off to the BSFA's fembership
Secretary today a letter requesting the inmediate
cancellation of my membership, and the refunding
of what remains of my membership feee, | think it
would be only fair to answer a couple of points
raised by my last letter:

J.G. Ballard/Philip K. Dick. Meciocre?

Yes, by a Tong way, though of thelr work in
general TRITE wsuld be a more exact description,

Hard Bore {ilex Pillai) wasn't a reference to
such work as Mal Clements HI:SIuN oF GRAVITY op
the like, which uses hard science fact, but to a
certain type of monotonous monologues that drive
SF's avant-garde minority intc gibbering ecstacy..
tn other words, piss~elegant crap for SF sncbs,

iy reason fer ending my membership of the
BSFA is that | Ttke Sclence Fictlona

Tc me SF means on average, entertaining escapism,
end thought-provoking fiction at best, And at worst,
adulterated "SF" which though as dated as jezz music
is probably the most pretentious "fiction" ever to
hitch a ride on the SF Tabel, The avant-garde hard
core call such infantile crap "new wave,

SF s a mixture of entertaining-escapism, but
above all is for those who In adult years have retin-
ed their sense of wonder, Yonder is what SF is all a-
bout, though the avant-garde s:em to have forgotten
the meaning of the word,

As | stated, my prime reason for leaving the
BSFA 1s that | like science~fiction. Though ['ve
read it for near twenty years (got hocked on 1t at
the age of four listening to Dan Dare on the rad-

16 in the early '50s), and uill be continuing te
read 1t (the last few novels !'ve read have all
been Andre Nort-n's), [fve never in that time read
or seen anything as bad as VECTOR. And 1've gat

through a thousand-odd SF novels and more in

that times.e. and ['11 continue not to recommend
the BSFA, as I've done a couple of times over the
last few weeks, to anyone interested in SF,

JAMES FARKER, 18 King uilliam St., C1d Town, Swind
on, Wilts, SNT 3L8.

["m gratified to see that my diatribe against
STAR ‘RS elicited a good response. [t's very in-

portant that there should be long and serious dEhates =28

about the implications of ueorge Lucas's movies for
Science Fiction, The tremendous commercial success of
STAR W.RS tells us quite a bit about present day aud-
ience needs; further, it tells us much about that aud-
iences values and how, perhaps, those values are being
dhanged. However we To k at it, whether from within the
ranks of fandem or as just individuals concerned about
various media trends, STAR UARS is a significant EVENT,
it mirrors, arquably, present-day American thinking,
especially améng the youth of that natlon. For these
reasons alone, STAR WARS is worthy of debate.

STAR W.RS is a phenomenon, both within and outseide
of SF itself. Critical reagtion within SF has been wide
and varied, from "ell, it s just a fun-movie, don't
take it too seriously and Jou'11 enjoy ig" through to
Harlan E1lison!s unequivocal "Junk fpod for the mind®
attack (STARLIG Magazine, Sept. issue). Therc's no
doubt that STAR ARS is generating a certain degree of
controversy within the SF werld itself, The movie's
arrival and success hasn't been wholly welcomed. There
are those who sce the movie as a massive step backward
as regards SF's ~spirations tpwards some kind of 'res-
nectability'. Furthermore, they see the movie as noth-
ing morc than a reacti-nary piece of Right-wing polit-
tcal propaganda, Doubtless George Lucas would deny the

atter charge utterly. uuestion: Could we helieve him?

lucas goes to great lengths emphasising that he was

merely making a 1ightuetght adventure movie containing
many of the elements presegt In his own childhood's
celluloid escapism: Buck R gers, Tarzan, the Lone Rang-
er, etc. A1l of them harmidss fun, right? G.L. is most
concerped that we understand thisees. STAR UARS is funl
Darth ader is nothing morc than a dramatic creatlon;
a histFiontc figure of evil. Bulll T cannot accept

that Lucas is that naive. f he's just affecting an air
of najvete, or indulging a feeling of innocent nostalg-
ia in his movie then that w uld be acceptablesses perhapss
But what we witness in STAR HARS is a very contrived,
very cynical, very high-powerad appea] being made to
our more primitive Instincts. There's ncthing naive
about the mind that conceived STAR WARS. Lucas is elling
us a totally political visions There 1s, in fact, more
subTininal pclitical content in STAR ¥ARS than there s
SF contents It is @ movie that porpetuates the legend

of a moral universe; the lie that, ultlmately, there
1s goad and there is Evil, And that right always belongs
to the victor in any conflict. Hlc attempt s ever made
to exaninc the seeds of the conflict 1n STAR WiRS. It
just Tse [t 1s simply a tale of cowboys and indians
transposed to ancther glamourous ‘bu{ fake) background,
The scenery changes but Hollywood s acceptance of the
tnevitability of bitter conflict tn the affairs of
men {and aliens, so it seems) never changesesss SO much
more scope to portray spectacular scenes of ddeath and
destruction, of course. Just what the people want,
right?

"3,4" o | hear certain WlaTRIX readers cry - "that's
what STAR Y RS is all about: it is an cscape from the
moral complexities of the real world". Ham, strange as
it may appear to some, | found STAR WARS remarkably
secondrate as a plece of Imaginative escapism. |f one
of the many c¢laims made for SF - and there are many,




God kaous ~ 1s thet 1t ts primarily an excersising

of the magination at iis purest and most powerfully
dranatic - and most SF fans would concurr with this,
right? - then | can only say that, for me, STAR UARS
was a dismal failure on this very level. Lucas' movie
s not a monument to the power of the unbridled im -
agination. [t's pubTicity machine attempts to put
aver this very T1e o that STAR UiRS Ys a superby 1m-
ag Ynative experience. 4 povie that s created from
2171 the wrelched cliches of a bankrupt and totally
reactionary tradition - the dmerican pulp zines and
thetr Hollywood equivalents etc. - will, ltself,
simply be a part of, and 2 continuation of, that very
wretchedness regardless of how many mlllions of doll-
aps are poured 1nto the thing to make 1t look glossy
and Ycontemporary'. ln the end, 1t is the attitudes
behind the product the glves (or does net give, in
the case of STAR "ARS), 1ts lasting value artistic-
allya

Bearing the above comments in mind, I find 1t
d1¥f1cult to understand the likes of Simen R Grecn
when he claims that (SY) ‘was realistic; le. true to
i+ world and ours". fly Goge.. what world do you live
fn, Simon? It doesn't sound much Tike the one [ Tive
Ne.s Also, Simon, 1t's not a case of you being a -to
use your phrase - 'ldealist Romantic Escaplst!, it's
more a case of why put such a high value on being
Tescapist! 1n the first place? Experlencing the joys
‘and = you atn't going to escape lem, friend » pains of
this merry 11ttle bastard of a world are of far more
value to you as an individual than any amount of wmpty
pre-packaged escapism.

To D.T. Rowley: Sorry about sounding Tdictatorial'm
sut 1t down to having strongly held opinions and a
great urgency for the need to comaunicate with athers
of 2 similar outlocke Ytheruise, | agree in essence with
your comments.

Greg Hills: ("what the hell is James Parker getting
at?") - That 'SF' s not 2 specific thing. [+ is the one
genre that 1s patently mislabelled as such, It 1s, in=

creasingly, the final (1ast?) potent fzrm that mest
cther Titerary and dramatic traditions are flowlng into.
SF - beceuse 1ts range of play 1s universal - nust
therefore, by Vts very nature, encompass all other posse
1b11141es of medium, content and styles By this definit-
fon, 'SF! - the appellation ttself - will become a mean-
ingless anachronism. ['m not denying SF a specific role,
t41s just that the way | see it, SF has transcended its
alloted role and nust now perish in a harsher, less
1dealistic climate or adapt and shake off 1ts erippl-
Ing past 1f it's to mean anything in the nincteen sev-
entles or eighties. |t$ real role in the future will
be as a kind of cosalc satire... that's my vision of
it, anywaye. Doubtless there wi1l be mi11%ons of new
visions ppopagated by -ur writers, artists, dramatists
and nusicians etc. Fach will be equally valid, however
elevated or elegant or sick the mind that conceived
theme The need to express 1s the key.

e e e e e

political, ethical, scientific, teghno]ogica] thecries
that the author cares to throw 1n (1)" extraordinarye

Dave 1s proud of the fact that he rates 'entertainmentlzg_

tn his favourite 11ierature abcve all these things. Good
criefess Forget Titerature, movies ete., Uaves Hatch
wrestliog instead - that's got none of those nasty
things in 1t y:u apparently so despisc,

Stecy Higgins' thoughts on violence and 1ts portray-
al by the media (with reference to STAR HARS) were very
1nteresting and | have much respect for them. Regarding
violent revolution, though, Steev, | think you must
agres that for pecple 1lke ourselves it is very easy
to moralise about violence 'cause welre not suffering
starvation, social repression and economic exploitation
stce (Cur masters are more int: manipulation of minds
than outright physical suppression)s If we were in some
other less fortunate pert of the world then, porhaps, we
would net be so well=placed to intellectualise our dil-
ennas and their passible cures. Ye would be nuch more
Tikely to take up arms, our minds burning with revol - .
utionary ideals. Simplistic, yes, but viclence springs
from such desperaticn when words no longer work. | agree
that violence seldon solves an injustice, but it 1s an
essential part of a rapidly changing international
scene, and 1t is inportant for us in the more privil-
cged areas of the werld to recognise this fact. tur
leisurely moralising is a luxurious indulgences lelve
got full bellles and knou 2 few hig, impresive souncing
words. Cnly In the universe of STAR WARS and STAR TREK
(that grossly over-rated series) can such problems be so
casily resolved. Everything is politieal, even cur Yent-
ertainment! which strives to be so newtrals Heutrality
indicates lack cf passion, lack of humanity. SF must be
pro=human, pro-human passion and man's everlasting need
for liberating change. SF, therefore must be politically
aware, Anything else is a prevaricating denial of real-
ity.

Thanks, Paul Fraser, 'ldealistic crap! is zlvays a
good Taugh, yese

Paul: Entertainment, escapism - how about calling it
'burying one's head in the sand!, eh? - is nct the
first priority of any creative pedium. | would put
stimulation of the mind and heart above entertainment
any tine. We're currently suffering from an overdose
of entert:inment and escapisn via the electronic media;
a sure sign of a civilization that is afraid of the
future and wants to Tose itself in dreams and fantas~
gs, hs the power of the “edia grows ever more omnipot
ent, the distorticns of reality and thz sterlle dreams
it spews out ever more numerous and deceitful, our grasp
of world realities racscsse e are becoming Tost in an
electronic ganglia of sensaticn and effect. Cur heads =
our inaginaticns - are beconing 1tke candy fless, full
of the stuff of media onslaught; we hardly have time to
digest the impTlications, the damage has already becn
done to our minds, subliminally, through the shzer rep-
etition =f the process.

hgainst such a background, any kind of {dealism Is
a miricle of human resiliences.e. Listen, Paul, '1deal~
istic crap! 1s all we've got Teft tn a crazy world...
glad 1t prévided you with a gocd laughs

Ta though to Jaqueline Y Comben, Alex P117ail, yen
llann, Cyril Simsa and Alison Hutton for the suppert in
this struggle to get through the message that STAR WARS

e e ey

is just ancther media oxploitation of the mass-nind




“he engity ewonld sc dearly YovE o engin-
eer and ccntrol frem Leos Angelesto Calcutta,

In answar to Alison Hutton's questicn abaut
nv reaction to CLCSE ENC UNTERS CF THE THIRD
KIND; yes, | found this mavie a Tot 'healthier!
than the frankly excesses of STAR WARS. CLGSE
ENC UNTERS at Teast had 'something to say!. It
was/is an "intellegent' movie and revived that
ole Ysense of wonder! in a particularly power-
ful and elemental fashion. Although the final
scenes came dan erously near to being too myst-
ical, | felt. The last thing we need is surrogate
Gods descending from the blue, 2001 almost blew
its credibility on that score as well. Holly-
wood loves treacly 'religious! finales. | guess
it's a substitute for genuine profundity.

There's only been one really successful SF
movie and that's the truly mezmerising SCLARIS,
a movie that carried the real messape of our
time: the universe 1s an enigma; reality a vell;
only our need of human warmth is a reality. The
final tableau in Tarkovsky s movie conveyed all
this in one mind-bending revelation. [t's the op-
ly SF movie that brought tears to my eyesa..!
w111 not deny tt.

Such is the power of SF - when 1t speaks to
us as human beings and nct as mental morons or
hate-machines. e don't want Gods elther,
Tcause they lack warmth and humour. (Listentng,
Speliberg?)

So remember all you SF freaks out there:
don't Tet!the fiachine! with all its pretty col-
oured Tights steal your soul away...

({Briefly: 1t is one of the funciions of
popular culture to express complex iszues in a
simplified and accesseble forme This 1s not nec-
essarily a had thing. The main clichus of SU
the ycung man who Tongs for excltement; the
struggle against consplracies of the powerful
who torture, cheat and murder to achieve dom-
fnation, the contast of comradeship and ideal~
ism as sot against authoritarianism and power,
the small 'us! against the domineering 'them! =
are all cliches which would gain acceptance just
about averywhere in the world and have little to
do with Yall Strect cultural imperfalism. (Sec
how the North Vietnamese see themselves.) lly own
objection to the film 1ies in the way the cliches
are rested upon and never used ( the greoter
anount of Ynitiative and ability given to the
Frincess being an exception), and in the use of
such terns as 'Empire’, Princess Leia, and the
Yike, which really add nothing to the plot but
shose 'Toaded! nature seems to suggest that this
{s the natural order of things. .ind, of course,

if we think abcut it, we realise that Luke Skywalk-

er would rather ki1l people than grow things....
Cz11this a reacticnary political attitude, call it
bad writing (1 happen to belleve 1t's probably
both), we need to set it against other things such
as the azsthetic Impact of the sets, and the clear

-30-

indication of which attitudes are evil. tne can quite
clearly find Facism in Darth Yader and the Stormtroopers-
note the name: note the resemblance of their armour & masks
to the American 'pig cop' image. CF course SV is simplist-~
fc, of course it appeals to our base emotlons. But somstimes
the moral cholices we have to make in Tife are simplistic.
hre ycu for or against racism? There are NC maybes. Good
and Evit may be many things tc many people, but they are
not lies. | enjoyed S¥ because it mirrored for me the cone
flict hetween what | consider to be good and what | consid-~
er to be evil - never mind what the author intendeds |

only wish it had heen a better filnt))

HEIL TALBCTT, 42a Hobson Road, Leicester LE4 24

The next paragraph s a plea for mercey,

For God's sake, when are people gotng to shut up about
STAR YARS. 1'm sick to the teeth of hearing about 1t1 It's
driving me mad that so much lettercol space is wasted on
futile arguments on S...aargh! | can't bear to say it. The
director was hardly concerned with SF as more than escapist
entertainment for the L.C.D., so why all the fuss about 1t?
I't is best fergotten as an ignonimous msment 1n SF movie
history. | would rather see letters about fidms 1ike THE
AN Ho FELL TC EARTH which | thought was brilliant. (But
is 1t SF? | hear a small voice asksu.., That Teads me on to
the next part of this letters)

Desplte the fact that the lettercol brings me cut In a
rash every time | lock at it, 1t's nice to find kindred
spirits 11ke Ken Wann & Cyril Simsa whl think as | do about
SF. The vast bulk of SF printed tcday is admittedly puerile
stuff - the only validity 1t has is as an ambrosia to feed
the imagination of the masses - a drug that still remains
legal. At times | am ashamed to adnit [ read SF matnly
because of the preconditioning ths general publlc has had
over the years frem the media. But | know that SF can prod-
uce good stuff even though | am consisntly trying to re-
define what SF means in the 1ight of what [ read and exper-
Yences Every Sclence Fiction reader must recognise the dis-
covery and subsequent odyssey through the genre as a largely
personal thing,t elr tastes conditioned by what they read
in childhocd and adolescence, and despite centinual dis-
iNusionment, they never give up the private country they
found, 1ike the boy in LE GRAND MEULWES; they still hope to
have an occasional glimpse of the marvellous.

That s why | still Jove the genre, even though most SF
s "junk f.od" and never Tikely to be taken seriously as a
literary form. wny SF with serfous literary pretensions (such
as the recent work of Srian Aldiss) is imnediately cut ag
the umbilical cord by the Bock Critics in the 'heavies'
(This ts goods [t can't be SF) = mnthony uurgess reviewing
Brianfs ENEHIES UF THE SYSTEM 1n the 'Chserver':

"It is tos short a tale to say what has to be said, but
1t contrives to be rich, allusive, full of real people and
unfailingly interesting, !t is not, then, real SF."

That's the establishment for you. Closed minds, They might
as well close the book. Vet Brian iP#iks is one of the feu
uriters able to make SF a reapectable 1iterary medium. It's
all useless blows against the empire.

((Though Anth ny Burgess has written his share of great
sf:)yhether he calls it sf | don't know, but he's written
ite



((#*s T AR LETTERS** the following two
letters are so rated because, in one case, theey

show a practics] way tn which BSFa members can

'spread the word! and in the otfep, fnformation/
opinion ofinterest o members which is not dir-

e tly related to the contents of last Issue's
Tettercol - you don't have 1o follow the Tongstanding
discusstons, you knowd)T

T.H. DEWTCN ¢/0 18, Gommersal Close, Retford, Notts
DN22 78Q.

My local bookshop allowed me to put up a BSFA
poster 1n the window - at the same time they be-
moaned the fact that they did not know enough about
SF to really order what they really wanted and ask-
ed for help - so | gave them a long list which they
ordered for stoek and within 2 wweks it has all
(100 to 150 books) been sold.

| had always thought this area a dead loss SF-
wisc but apparently not, and the bookshop will Tet
me put our bookmark 1n their stock and also have off=
ered to keep a supply In the shop for Future use.

/i1so they are quite prepared when the results of
the questlonnaire are knoun to put all 10 books on
a spesial section with a heading such as "BSFA Top
Ten Books".

(( 1t seems there are some co-operative baokshops
about - this is a thing worth dping. It shows, |
think, that the market for SF 1s still untapped! The
bookmarks are being reprinted /redesigned at the
nonent, but some should be on the way te you when
they are ready.])

PATRICK 4. RICHARDS, London W9.

In an age when MATRIX abounds with criticism over
the space allocated to letters {such crtticism itself
taking up a not nconsiderable proportion) [ wonder
whether | could squeeze an observation which, at
least |, feel should not go unmentioned.

Armed with the various caveats revealed by the
~ecent review | ploughed my way through Ash's VIS-
UAL ENCYCLOPEDIA to finally reach one of the concluds
1ng chapters titled "Science Fictlon art", Perhaps
because of 1ts frustratingly concise approach
was surprised to note that a well known name was
nissing: Karel Thole. To bridge that gap perhaps {
could tell some readers something about him.

He's Dutch and believed to be in his sixties.

He bagan as a cover artist in Holland and then

tried his luck in the wider markets of France, Eng~
land and South America, 11lustrating, originally,
paperbach editions of 'sny! storiese He eventually
settled 1n ltaly and was introduced to the flondatort
wublishing house who needed a cover artist for their
weekly URAMIA series (invariably a transiatfon from
the Anglo-Saxon SF field). pe has been working for
them since 1958 and has repeatedly wen the national
award for best i11lustrator of SFe

Hys work is colourful and meticulously clear,

his characters are humane and his 'monsters' anything but
horrendous. Scenes are often abstract and very imaginative:
rarely is a spaceship shown. He works in the silence of the
night and bases his mages on thousands of photos hoarded
in a wardrobe. Hor are his results Timited to the [taltan
field; on average he produces fifteesn or so covers for
American, English, German and Dutch publishers,

I+ MATRIX readers haven't come across him and would
like some illustraticns printed then | would be happy to pro-
vide the editor with some decent coples.

({! don't know about you, Gentle Readers, but 1Tve Tearn-
something todayd..))

AILLIAN BAINS, Crowland Lodge, 100 Galley Lane, Arkley,
Barnet EN5 AL,

Yes, | suupose 1t is rather unfair to compare Oxford's
miserable few dozen colleges with a similar area of, say,
suburban London containing & couple of dozen schools, seve
eral technical colleges, a few teaching branches of hos-
oitals, countless public librarles, hordes of youth/rec-
reation centres to name only the physical structurese Come
to think of 11, BSFA was not overpowering In Its presence at
the Oxford 'societies! bazaar'. Nor does 1t swanmp all
those universlty noticebcards you mentioneds The Associan
tion used to have a liason officer whose job, | belleve, wes
to contact other interested groups and tell them of the
exlstence and aims of the BSFi so that they could pass on
the word in their oun areas Does he still exist, or is
thks task to be left to prayer and hope? | note David
Symes has also seen the Tight and is actually doing scme-
thing about said publicity lack.

Dave Cobbledick on violance was interesting: I recall one
Toving, maternal woman threatening to rip my arms off if
| called her @ member of the gentle sex. As you (Andy) say,
men and women are very similar in their desire tc witness
violence at close auarters, although becoming fnvblved Is
not so popular if you get hurte Thus F1Ins/TV 1s an 1deal
nedium o satiate the viclent drive, Uell, almost ideal but
bull-fighting and throwing Christians tc Tions are out of
fashlon 1n Britain. 3e thankful that viclent sports, films
and books abound, as otherwise our nice peaceful society
would cone up with something else to fill the viclence gap
Tike a ware And 1t is not as 1f uirty farry! or Saturday
afterncon wrestling were compulsary viewingaes

DAVE COBILEDICK, 245, Rosalond Street, Ashington, Nerthumb-
erland NEB3 9AZ,

Sheesh! nkne letters fnto the Loccol and no-one has
slamned me, called me nasty names, misrcad my statements;
*gasp® can 1t be true? Ahh, dilliam 3ains asks @ questicn
Mo, Wi1l1am, | haven't yet written to the Radia/TV Times as
regards my campaign for better TVSF: |hy7 iell, for the
simple fact that | haven't yet compiled the census quest-
fonnaire. 111 be compiling the census when |'ve got TIGFART
3 out of the way (still room for another half dozen folks on
my mailing 1ist; anyone interested?) Gf course, now that
scmeone is going to DU something positive a wave of apathy
descends and all the critics have gone silent; wonder why?

-



So, | again repeat my request for volunteers to step
forth who will be willin; to relinauish a few hours
of their time to distribute the 'single shect! flyer
to libraries, zine readers, ctc. etc. Any takers?

ias reagards STAR RS - which seems to bo the
core point In SF at this particular mement - we
must remembers that it is a FnM[LY film, and when
we hear that prefix we must assume that 1t is ine
tended to reach all ages; i.c. and point of fact,
Efﬂfifgfgfﬁfgf@' If it were meant to be cther than
very gory and seXYeses i0 f°ct an 'X! f11m. So,
ilex P111ai and 211 the other who criticise SU should
first thinkesss 'that majsrity made up SW audiences?
['d Tike tc bet that more kids have seen it than
adults! So, the DGC SHITH syndrome that was mentioned
has applied most appropriately; why? Because the kids
that have seen S% will probably have a tendancy to
develop an acquired taste for SF Yn later years; so,
S was a good entertaining, harmless, encouraging
FANLLY film,

((Don't faint, Dave - but | actually half agpee
with you there ! | don't think that just because
something is aimed at childr en, 1t should fudge
Yssues and assumz that using the mind is defin-
ttely out, (I%4's become a bit of a ¢liche that good
childrents Titerature or whatever wiTl appeal to
adults too) but undoubtedly SW was aimed at kids
and a)certain amcunt of simplification is justif-
ted.)

Yes, | agree with youdndy, that WAN has the cap-
abi11ty of other Tess violent reactions but, you must
agree that the vlolent tendancies have far outweighed
the others throughout our history! And 'd Tike to
make a point to Altson Hutton; whilst | admit that
ny statement regarding Boys= violence: Girls = Love
was very vague, 1t applied to Children and NCT adults.
Admitted, there are exceptionsess Pouffs and Tomboys
and the Tike, but nature Intended that Wen would be
violent (dominant i1f you wish - and den't bore me
with womens 1ib or sex discrimination ) and Women
maternals If 1t werc not sc, why do girls' and hoys'
comics exist SEPERATELY? 'hy do women, rather than
tien, read Tove stories and murder mysteries?

((We11, that Tast sentence is what you wrote -
and | can't see what murder mysteries have tc do
with being maternal. Sex discrimination may be boring
but it is a fact. And separate comics expounding
separate values is part of that fact,))

Not having a great deal of time to digest HATRIX,
{111 give a quick run-down of my opinicns of this last
tssue: Cover; could | sing anything but praise for
anything that Shep turns out, | ask you? Liked the
total Tayout, a bit patchy at the beginning, but lat-
er on it develops into something which | think you've
been striving for. Also Tike the way you've braken
MATRIX up into segments; i.e. *FEANDCH FEATURES* which
kind of belittles all of the fannish grumb11ngs that
we ignore them., Letters were well edited too and had
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a greater impact than the waffle (of which | nust ad-
nit |'m quilty of contributing to) that often propounds
ed 1n previous ish(s. Yep, it's definitely one of the
host HATRIXes ['ve seen to date.
BHILIP [ULDCUHEY, 28 Moorlan View, Derriford, Plymouth
MATRIX this 1ssue was par for the courses A Tot
of meat, and even something if you are a vegetarian.
I think you have caucht the micro-elite disease, thoughe
In that, being able tc put more words on the printed
page, ycu tend to be somewhat verboses For instance
your editorial must be knecking on for 3000 words -
fair enough if you had 2 definite theme to thump, but
you seemed to be mostly meandering geatly. If you
accuse the Tetters of a tendancy to creep, then your
editorial fits into the same pigeon-hole,
Perheps the BSFA should apply to the government
for a paper clip grant. One steple for a thick MATRIX
is just plain nonsense. | object to having to restaple
1t after 15 minutes of reading. Simflarly as regards
information. ! have been 1n the BSFA four months now,
anc st111 have only the haziest ldea as to what serve
fces are offered and where they are to be found. flo
one told me you had towrite for TANGENT, | have no
tdea how the library functions, and what the hell is
the magazine chain., f all new members are as much
in the dark as myself then | suspect there will be a
swift exeunt right when renewal of membershlp comes.
Uhy cannot HATRIX carry reports cf the varfous services
available?277
((see backees))
| think at the moment the commltte is somewhat
overvhelmed by its own success. In that, the BSFA has
had a very large membership increase in the past seve
eral months. The committee (is there not a better
tern that onc can use? THE CCHilI TTEE sounds 1ike some
sart of Russian memace) has been organised by philosophy
and practlce to a rather Tow Tevel, Tow budget organis=
atione Wihat with 600 plus and going up, that_is £3000
to 5000 a year fncome, which 21n't peanuts. }rnub1e
is, the n ew membershlp probably expects more than s
avallable within the BSFA at thc moment, VECTCGR and
IATRIX = judging from the last two mailings « for all
their interesting qualities, Took shoddy and amateurish.
So, if the BSFa is going to keep 1ts new mumbers, it
has to offer scmething more.
| for the 1ife of me, cannot understand the cho 1ce
of ancther three award categories for the Carnell.
DEST #EDIA Pit DUCTICN presumably means radlo, films,
T records adverts, calendars. Could anybody tell me
how you can do a comparison hetwean such diverse nedial
Ihat does BEST CULLECTIGN/AHTHOL: GY mean? tiagazine?
brigina1 srorles or reprints, single author or multle
author? Because a_collection of the best of, say
ATfred Bester or ritz Leiber is a totally different
animal from KE. ZRITINGS or ANDROWEDA. SToppy thinking
is evident here.
The Tetter column still need editing, The idea of
a FURUM for the resdership is valid. However, that
would take an entirely new magazine. Say ltke the N3F's
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TIGHTB Wl If, as you seem to want, HATRIX is to be
a cohssive fanzine, then the letter column needs
some massive surgery. To read the same opinions
poorly expressed is no good. Geod Tetter columns
are invalueble. They encourage interaction and
participation, and can be the best things in many
fanzines, They are created, however, by skillful
editing, For instance, there seems 11ttle else in
the letter column but the BSFA, which is in 1tself
boring in the end,

SIMON R. GREEN, 37, St Laurence Rd, Bradford on
hyon, Wilts,

fn re your comment on the Saint z ne, ['ve been
trying to find copies of it for years, but have nev-
er come across ANY. Vorth looking for (apart_from
the fact that I'm a LesTie Charteris addict ) be-
cause they did use the odd SF story as well as SF&F
themes and names; Ellison had quite a few in this
ztne, (1.e. "AT1 the Sounds of Fear" and also,
there were a series of stories about Simon Ark, by
Edmund Hoch. There were two selectiong of these
stories from Berkley, The Judges of Hades and City
of Brass, and they uere superb.

4 feu annoyed words on cheapie TVSF. [Tye no doubt
nost of you noticed that one HULK episcde featured
shots from Spellberg's movie DUEL, but did any of
yu catch the 2 parter UNOKDER UDMAN that ended its
run? First, 1t used scenes stolen from the film
THIS ISLAND EARTH (without crediting it), second,
the wheazing rebot that Wi fought bere a striking re-
semblance tc Darth Vader, third, the shape-changing
aliens were called Skrells (obvicusly no relation to
fiarvel Comics' shape-changing alien Skrulls), and
the plot was a rip-off of BRAIN-STEALERS FROM OUTER
SBACE and [NVASION OF THE BODY~SNATCHERS.

| feel cheated, Admittedly | only watch W because
| fancy Lynda Carter and because |'m sti1l trying
to work cut how she f111s that costume without app~
earing deformed or 2t Teast very lucky, but even so
surcly we can expect better than this? | mean, |
know most American series have all the charm and
subtlety of a nule's fart, but this is even more
unbearable because it's shafting twe potentially
quite good series.

LESTER HANNINGTON, 44 St Andrews Rd, Cambridge.

1 would 1ike to reply to Steev Higgins! Tetter in
which he thought | might have been drinking on the nights
of the showings of RED SHIFT and STARGAZY GH ZUNHWER-
DCWN. | wasn't. | saw them both, intersting in their
different ways » STARGAZY because it had Roy Dotrice
tn it, was a funnyish romp. "hether it ought tc be
considered 2s SF 1s trrelevant - | enjoyed its RED
SHIFT was a different affair - cloggy, and creaking
from the sheer welght of its idea, it Troked a 1ittTe
Tike one of those teenage tele-dramas you find In
Children's hour.lt was not a particularly successful
ttem, | think, since you required an adequate 1) sus~
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nension &f disbelfef 2} connectivity betfween time per—.
tods, Perhaps the Tatter DID point the way towards adu%t
televised drama, possibly mere than the other half-assd
stuff ve are fed upon, but [ wouldn't bank on ith |

NOTA BENE - this staple 1s not gocd enough. DO SOME-
THING ASCUT ITY i

Dave Cobbledick shows more and more of his worst
side as he goes on. Fiction satisfies 2 nees = 1) in |
the nublishers to make meney to live, to continue print-
ing, to be 2ble to expand their ranges etc. 2) 1n the!
audience, the crowd, who are Jooking for something to
rcade This is commercial truth (he can, and prebably
will, disagree with me). 4s a reader of fiction, | can
say that people read for different reasons - scme for
something to pass the time away, some for other reasons,
for example, to be stimulated by what they read - al-
though many, and here SF fans are an exanple, read only
what presents them with what they consider tc be a suit-
able view of the world, and, within fiction, what they
consider as a suitable FURM of fictian.

An author is restricted, obviously, in terms of what
he Cal write about, and HCW he can write about it. o
doubt an author in South Africa, say, wouldn't find it
very easy to get a book published condemning apartheid or
thw white minority government. In the same way, most
writers are nof writers at all, but panderers to mass
public whim, since they provide a black-on-white me-ns
to self-sustaining points of view - he doesn't write
anything challenging, thercfore, to pecples basic con-
ceptions if he wants ts write a best-sellers Hhat he dees
provide s something full of emoticnal or plot horks,
constructed just right tc appeal to the maximum amount
of members of the public who do not require anything
adventurcus in content or style by which they can attain
Irelaxation,'

Evid-ntly Dave is dunderhead encugh to believe that
ficticn should be a totally empty thing = devoid of id=
eas, feeling, prediction, or any semblance of reality =
in other words, TUTALLY ESCAPIST, a total cop-cut. I'm
nct saying that the opposite restriction should apply,
but anybudy who actively promotes such a vast emptiness
in contemperary fiction is promoting an emptiness in
everybedy's Tives, even if second hand and by the means
~f fiction.

Personally, | agree in princicle with Ken flann - why
this crganisaticen should even exist astounds me - as
well as hearing the "closed wall' attitude of a couple of
hard core fans at EasterCon, But | hope that SF finally
MLL come cf age; only then can it stand with any real
sride, close to the great wealth of fiction which does
not bear the ludicrous label of SF, and be ccunted as
something generally worthwhile,

Let's get it staright fans. Don Yest has thrown
ncthing-that wasn't needed, and if that seemed 1ike In-
silts then that may be hecause the acticns of the gomme>—
ittee warrented as strong a response as possible to awak~
en the mass of the membarship. This cemmittee, running to
Don's prediction, hides behind solidarity and has more tc
answer to yet. !'m talking -f the state of relations
with both fand m, the public (hard to guage) and members.
| for ong have becn dealt with in an insulting, arrcgant



ans summary manner, by both Jones and Wingrove, the
latter being a forlish editor indeed to sz openly go
for a very e¢iite audience ~f like thinkers.

Creat play in tho 'Comaittee! stetement was made
of reference to Increased 'pelCCRACY' with a capital
D - s why the hassle? Den's comments were valid,

y ur bitchy reply was most unbecoming ~ anc den't
you think | don't know what an extremely dictatorial
hanu ou collectively have in affairs?! don't wapt
the award to be called anything but the OSF. wward -
| REFUSE to have it called under my name as member
anykhing else - and by tHat | mean no offence to
the merits plentiful of Carnell, but am reminding
the Comnitteec of the fact of democracy.

Are we, the membership, to suifer the indignity
of such magazines as VECTUR and MATRIX, these 111-
stzpled and poorly constructed affairs, as well as
a miserably unhelpful and unreceptive Committec?

Uhy in VECTCR 88 (not unlike other issues) does
ingrove get his editorial plus two ther articl les?
| thsught there was now no shortage of muterials so
why shackle us with more teachings of Chair an din.-

rove? ! reviews and articles ete. are stlll needed
l']l submit some of my stuff, but Tm very chobsy who
| glve it toees | would give 2 review of 'Future Rock',
rote Dave Wingrove,

The whole system under whigh PAPERBACK PARLUUR 1s

_allowed tc be thrown in as an extra and something we
are supiosed to be grateful for, is absurde The cost
o the members !'m sure would be reduced if so much
of the rubbish were excluded. Let's remember - a demo-
cracy 1s a form of goverament in which the supreme
nower is vested In the people eollectively, and is
adninistered by the or by officers appeinted by
them, The Committee and all the membership must
take pote, since they are the two hands of this affa
affair - some sort of resolution HUST come, and the
membership must choose what they want the future BSFA
to Tock Tike. it the moment, | think a considerable
amount of doubt exists as to the quality of the pres-
ent Comnittee, and the fate of Doreen Rogers and Rog
GiThert at Mingrove's hands may give some indication as
to the state of the committee's minds. |t may be your
turn nexts e warned.

BEN BURR, 7, Egerton Yrive, Gre nuich London SE10 8JS
[n MATRIX 18, James T. Parker correctly made

the connectlon between escapist entertainment and Viet-
nam. |n West Germany today (and in many cther places) a

successful military campaign, in coalition with the media

(full of escapist rubbish) and of icial institutdons,
has persuaded half the young people aged between 18 and

2k that they!'d 1ike to be in the armed forces, and many
have 2 mixed naive admiration for the command struct-
ure of a modern army {Guardian 8.9.78)% This is really
horrlfics

Escapist entertainment cnly confirms accepted social
values and strengthens reactionary aspects of lifes

One function of fiction is to entertain, but it can

do this without being purely escasist. Look at any great!
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work and you w11l sec that it entertains on several
levels, and thus 1t appeals to a wide (but not nece
essarily mass) audience, Dave Cobbledick states tht
he can't see anyone relating fiction to reality and
thus any dangers arising from the so-calied gullib-
ility of pecple are 111~founded. Fictlon is quite oftw
en related to reality. Lock at the attitudes of an
average person, 'hat came first, did the attitudes
induce the fiction, or did the fiction create and
maintain the attitudes? 4s there are many different
cultures around the world and in the past, each with
very different sets of attitudes, 1t can be seen
that the different forms of entertainment tend to-
wards the preservation, and not the revaluation, of
those attitudess

Fiction doesn't have to present the problems of
the world in a didactic and preaching manner, but
it doesn't have to ignore these problems altogether,
or oretend that you cantt do anything about thems
Fiction quite often solves enormous problems which
don't apear relatad to our existence, but which
are perhaps allegories to cur problems. This fsn't
usually didactic, or preaching, or boring, though
of course it could be. | expect that most pecple
read fiction for entertainment, but this is entire-
ly 2 subjective natter, It may be entertaining for
one person, but totally dull for anothers It depends
on v at one wants. AlT ['m asking for s an Ymp-
rovenent in fictlon, take out the escapist element
that only indices apathy anc non-action, an excuse
for deing nothing and ac epting what you're told,
abd replacing it with something interesting, some-
thing vital and 2live, real emotional and Tntellects
ual, something that entertains more than gut emotions,
something that loves non-conformity and differences,
something that could make 11fe more worth living.

Enjoy anything you Tike, but recognise what is

dangerous!
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F'NA’\L SAYanuov 1aStm‘nute ad(”ticns.

Alnest missed it: EASTERCON (13 - 16 april 1979)
at Dragonara Hotel, Leeds. Contact Alan Dorey cfo
20 Hermitage "oods Cres., St Johns, Woking, Surrey.

Ben Burr!s BEXZIHE (address to the Teft) avallable
for seass Includes further accounts of Cryi] Sima

sa's anadian visit,

¢

Friends of Kilgere Trout "agazine 3 (Sandy Brown,

18 Gordon 'errace, Blantyre G72 9NA), James Hhite's
Faircon Gol specch and other delicacies., A definite
reason against devolution!t ({1s that better, lads?))

FOR:IDEN PLAHET: 2 new SF & comic shop at 23 Den~
mark St, London HC2,

LSP Bocks will now distribute previcusly unavailahle
LCE, DAY and BERKLEY sf titless



