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Whilst the world is busy being "Janus" at the beginning of a new decade
the BSFAi machine is swinging 1into action to dring you another dynamlc
mailing (even bigger than normal by all accounts - still you caonnotl say
we don't give you plenty of raw materials for paper aeroplanes). I
suppose I ought to do my duty and Go a retrospective 'fandom in the
seventies! and a crystal ball gazing 'the shape of fans to" come! (same as
before I suppose). Well I'm not - well not much anywayl

It was on the way back from Novacon that a few ideas struck me on the way
fandom has chanpged since 1969 (not that Lve & I know much of fandom before
1974 and our first convention). You see Novacon's 10 birthlay is next

year that means that for the first 20 plus years of 11s existence British
fandom survived on one conventlion a year. Now whether you are a convention
goer or not it cannot be denied that they are the life giver of tactive!
fandom. No wonder then that in 1958 the BSFLA was set up to bring new fans
into fandom as the numbers of convenkion attendecs was decreasinz. In
many ways Novacon has become a stable refer:arce noint in thae convention
calender., As Eastercon shuffles around the country and changes organlisers
1ike the weather, Novacon has maintained a stable 1andmark throughout the
seventies. Never brilliant, but never dire, one ocan always rely on Novacon
to be an enjoyable weekend. It is this I am sure that has aided the growth
of fandom in the seventies and significantly changed 1its charactier.

I expected Seacon to provide a pointer to the 80ts and it certainly did.
One of the perennial problems which has cropped up since the year dot
(about 1930%) in fandom is the thow do I get into fandom' dilemma faced
by every neofan. (Itis still going on as the letter pages of this fanzine
testify.) Everybody has to find their own solution to the question but
Seacon presented a new answer. Because of its size, atteniance-wise 1t
was five times as big as Bastercon, the day-to—day running a significant®
organisational headache, As an side in this, an army of gofers (go—for-
this—go—for-that) was enlisted and thus a large number of new (or newish)
faces were introduced to the orianisation and organisers of Seacon. Not
everybody could use this route of course, but it became a significant
stepulng stone for many new fans at Seacon. Now this might appear a once
and for all openin: but 1'm sure that many of the organisational lessons
learnt by Seacon will be osassed on. The usce of gofers is certainly one
which appears to be catching on as Novacol bore witness. In fact I neard
that Polycon - organised a couple of months ago at the Hatfield Polytechnic -
copied most of the Seacon organisational structure.

Further advantages to the introduction of new fans a2t the bottom end of
convention organisation is that the con committees of the 80's are serving
an apprenticeship. Badly run events could well be avoided by committees
with experience ,nd as atteniances increase this will become increasingly
important.

Enouzh of these reflections, time alone will show us what changes are 1o
be, One thing is certaln though, most people appear to appreciate the
efforts of Alan Dorey & Co in bringlng new aims and objectives to the
BSFA I'm sure it will vbecome a Vvery different organisation in the 80's
than its T0's 1mage.
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Alan's news pages carry the information that Keith Walker is 1o organise

a tape service for the BSFA. Thanks to those 5f you who have written to
me about your own tape. I'1ll be passing your letters onto Keith shortly.

A thought has just occurred to me that this is the first issue of our second
year of editorship - in fan jargon our annish - yeah, I hate that term.

It makes me wonder though, have we really achicved all we set out to do

with Matrix? Obviously the answer is no, but I like to think we've done

a substantial proportion. There are still niggzly thinks like the rushed
way in which each issue tends to be put together (and I don't just mean

the collation and stapling). Just to side-track myself a bit, if you

find yourself with a blank page in any Matrix drop me a line and 1'll do

my best to send you the correct one — of course I need to know the page

number}

Back to the soul-searching. The last minute editing I'm sure gives an
immediaoy to Matrix but I always feel that issues are never planned, they
just happen. Other things which I always feel dissatisfied about are the
problems I have with getting the minor features going and keeping then
going. The question & answer page, for instance, is something I enjoyed
running but exists only when people have queries, so please write in with
your quest ons., I have promised a reviews section, but it has never
materialised due to lack of copy. So if therc is anything you'd like to
write on in about 500 words - film, magazine, play, TV show, radio etc,
etc - please send them in. Anybody want to review Ad Autra to date?

I know a few of you sent in reviews but they were ocut of “date before I
could use them or about topics I felt unhappy about. I still cannot
bring myself to print record reviews - a blind spot? r 211 .

As you will sce, the promised questionnaire is included in this mailing.,
Please fill it in and return it - don't forget there're fige £5 .book
tokens as prizes to the first out of the hat (wastepaner bin!) As we
receive completed furms we will number them and then put all the numbers
in a hat - no, we won't be puttin: all the right answers in a hat, wrong
programme}

Well, that's about it for this izsue. 4is you will see at the end of

the letters colump we have a new siule ofcoompetitisn, This was submitted
by a Matrix reader znd we hope you like it., If anyone else has any
suggestion for another competition? The old adage that variety is the
spice of life still holds true. The Matrix crossword hasn't died a death
i1t will appear in the near future. When a gcod quiz arrives in the post,

as this one did, you can't look a gift horse in the mouth can you?

One final thing, let me recommend a bcook to you all. Published late last
year, 1t 1s "The Encyclopedia of Science Fiction" - chief editor Peter
Nicholls., Whilst appearing expensive at £15 (well in fact, it is expensive)
it does rcpresent a mine of information on sf and related toplcs. So if
you've any book tokens lefi, over from christmas, then get a copy. My one
reservation with it, as with any encyclopaedic work 18 that parts are
glready out of date. Not that that makes the 1nformatlon inanccurate, Jjust
incomplete, but it does mention the BSFA at least! However, it really begs
?or an annvual addendum volume. I doubt if we shall see one, though, which
18 a pity.

Well, that really is the end for this issue. Just let me wigh you all a
belated happy new year and I'1ll be back in Matrix 28,

John Harvez
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I4%s been a long time since the Mairix in—-depth fanzine review column last
burst into the nation®s homes and swept the country with a tidal wave of
controversy. Far too long really, considering that the Matriz column 18
the biggest platform for propagandising on the subject of fanzines in
British fandom, and any original, crcative form requires a decent body of
criticism, and an opportunity like this should not be wasted.

The real problem, though, is that of 8CO members, perhaps a hundred
really understand what a fanzine is. It's the idea that a fanzine 18 a
thing with a raison dleire independant of SF which is nct only the basis
of fannish fanzines, but also implicit in, and gives rise to fanzine re-
viewing. And most of you recading this have yet, 1f ever, to realize
this.

The purpose of this column is 10 spread the word. Which is not %o sugzest
that you're all ignorant savaJdes. Bui the fact remains that few fanzines
girculations above a gquarter that of Matrix, and the BSFA, as a gateway

to fandom, should Ve srepared to present the whole of fandom, warts and
all, to those not yet initiated into its ways. So in effect the column
should, indirectly through actual reviews and the attitude of the reviewer,
and directly by commenting on the general trends demonstrated by particu-
lar fanzines, prepare new readers for what lies in store in their first
fanypine. A%t the same time this 1is anything but a beginners course in
fanzine recognition. Only prolonged exposure to both the zines and the
people involved allows real understanding, and once achieved 1t is a
fairly intuitive thing. You know what a fanzine is and should be, and
it's difficult to pin down in worus. Thus a firs* fanzine is a hit or
miss affair.

Jeff Buter, despite having learnec lessons from some exposure to fans

and a number of prior attempts to produce his zine, still has a lot 1o
Jearn., But whilst his obvious willingness t5 learn and his deference to
a social circle in which he is not yet established is admirable, I can't
help feeling that his insistent, numble requests for 'constructive criti-
cism' throughout Periphery 1, and in covering letters and actual comments
at Novacon, do not bode unequivocally well. For one thing, entering fan-
dom is not a matter of learning to be a fan, but of finding out if fan-
dom suits you., Suter must have a versonality of his own, and neither
should nor could change it now. And 1if he isn't the sort of person that
fits into fandom, then it would be stupid not to find somewhere where he

does instead.

It's easy to believe in the ideal of constructive criticism, which S0
many faneds walk in with, There's no such thing — a2ll criticism should
be negative, because when a critic tries to tell his subject how to 'do
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it right' then he may be destroying something far more important than a
single fanzine; that is, the editor’s whole talent, It's only by
finding his own way over problems that he can do his own zine and maxe
an original contribution., The most important thing is being able %o
decide whether criticism is relevant.

Alex rillai, more perhaps by luck than good judgment, seems 1O have
struck a better balance., His Tertiary Syphilis 1 avoids the conreps and
derivative faonzine reviews which it is too easy Yo mistoke for t fannish!
writing, if only because he has had insufficient contact with either cons
or fanzines. Instead he writes about things whicn interest him, and in
that way begins to come across as an individual. And that's what matters,
personalities - what fans are really interested in is each other,

Brian Aldiss once described receiving fanzines as being akin to receliving
letters, and managed to sum up 1in that the essence of the fanzine's

appeal, Once you get to the point where you read so much SF, and have

so many friends in the same position, that 1% becomes part of everylay
life, as taken for granted as TV or fooud, the fanzine has become, %o intro-
duce a note of yretentiousness, a medium of socialization, a Way cf maln-
taining friendships, and of communicating. What that implies is that
fanzines are a different thing entirely from Dbouks and mazazines., In
writing a fanzine or fanzine article you're aadressing an audience of a
hundred to a hundred and fifty people, almost all of whom you know, if not
in person, then by correspondence oi some form. You're not talking to some
faceless massj you know you are not only car Lain of some response, possibly
even verbal, and also just who is going to read you., 1t's a fact which
influences the nature of fannish humour very s*rongly, making it satirical

to the point of insult, vicious and unashamedly incestuous. It's the
sort of humour you go in for with your friends, put into print because
you know it is your friends who are 1o read it. Tuis is what both
Periphery and TS lagk = ironidally in the Llatter case in that tHe& source
of its strength is also its weakness - since noither Pillail nor Suter
really know who they're talking toy and thougzh 1t's impossible to pin
down in what ways it shows, it's there nevertheless.

The root of the impulse to produce fanzines is the necd to say Some-
thing. In Periphery Suter had a few observations on fandom to share,

and Pillai has some personal opinions To state, The motive for Another
Blocdy Fanzine is something else again. DBoth Joseph Nicholas and Alan
Dorey have had things to say for a long time, and never stinted to pro-
claim it from the hilltops, whether in the World's Most Regular Fangzlne
ifter Matrix (which @ross Encounters was until otaer projects got in the
way) or a saturation barrage of ocutspoken locs. But the time came when
it was decided that it was not enough to e voices crying in the wildern—
ess, with the occasional sayge nod from bloody spectators with no original
thoughts of their own in their cretin—-sized heads, and the rest nust
shift their arses. So they produced a whole fanzine in which everybody
was to air their complaints and jrievances.

The trouble is, as with most ambitious ijeas, 4BF 1 fell flat. Nobody,
apparently, liked it, partly because after so much hype from the editors
themselves for so long, everybody wWas expecting something more. One
fault is that both Joe and Alan have a tendency to overwrite, and where
it might have got them attention ance, it's beginning to wear. iAnother
is that they've exercised no alitorship whatsoever, simply written their
own pieces and stuck them all together. As someone else mizht say, that's
xnown as collation. But the real problem 18 probably that few people are
in the mood now for the style enshrined in ABF, alter Seacon has drained
211 energy. All that's required is a bit of comfortable entertainment;
nobody really wants any blood and vitriol any more., ILnstead we el the
z00d—old~-fashioned-fannishness of Kev jilliams's and Harry Bell's Qut of
the Blue and Ian Maule's rapid and inconsequential “aranoids. Dut, "Oh,
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no" everybcly cries, "Qut of the Blue was funny." And the trouble is, 1%
is., TIt's witty, intelliigent, literate, and demonstrates what a good fan-—
zine ought to be. If we nad more like it there'd be less 1o complain
about, Is it then some variant of the protestant work ethic that leads

me to favour the policy of ADF in seeking more than a pleasant laugh? Or
is it sheer perverseness 1n trying to find a way of not accepting the maj-—
ority view?

Pernzps it's my feeling that neither pair are really stretching themselves,
Harry and Kev make the whole thing look so easy you can S€€ yourself turn-
ing and twisting as if there were no gravity. ~4And of course you know 1t
takes real work to get that effect. but tney've both been around long
encugh to have learned all the requisite skills. I can't shrug off the
feeling that they could produce the same sort of thing for as long as 1t
holds their interest; and if they settle for that, that won't be long.

In the -same way Alan and Joe are doing what they've lone well for so long
that the rest of us have already begun to lose interest., The difference
is that at least they want to change, and their attempt to liven things
up are at least a step in the right direction. T+'11 teke a combination
of guts and sheer stupidity to stick ®o their guns and iry again, but
they've got plenty of both between tihiem.

is I intimated, Seacon exzpnaustion may well be resonsible for all the
lethariy. One group not so strongely influenced by that is the so-called
‘new generation' fans noted there, few of whom have been conspicuous by
anything but their subsequent sbesence. The difficulty though is that
most are too young elitaer to have snytiing to say, or the wherewithal to
say it (though the latter ig less of a problem}. Por just that reason

I spent a year producing little more than literary wanking and Ben Burr
seems to be falling into the same itrap. His Renzine 2 is so similar 1o
its predecessor as to make the task of distinguishing the tWo quite
difficult. And though he continually claims to want to Go his 'own zine?
the actual product seems to deny thae sentiment, in that it consisis largely
of sercon and standard fannish material., Of course there's very little
to give you any idea of what to do in a fanzine when firat making the
attempt, so the general result 1s normally a mishmash of what 1t appears
o fanzine is suppused to consist of. Eventually, though, after a small
emas culation by some fanzine reviewer or other and some very wet response
you realise that the last thing that's wanted is imitation, and you're
thrown back on your resources. AT which point comes the real test. Do
you have something of your own 1o offer?

"e're coming back round to the beginning again now, (which you'd have
noticed if you'd bheen paying atiention just then) and what we find. s
another reason for producing a fanzine, the false reuson, which is basic-
allvy an impulse to join in the game, It's tuo €asy t¢ walk in and think
"pandom's abeut doing fanzines, sounds like fun, let's have a go." DBub
it isn't sufficient to Justify the effort of paying out for stencils,
paper, duplic.tion and vostage, strugsling to met words and ideas into ¢
coherent form, and then geing out and doing it all agaln. The usual
result is that when the flak starts coming in, -all you can do is simply
bow down and o ey its dictates, because, after all, you're trying 1o do
a fanzine, and these guys know what one 1S,

But the trouble is, there is no formula for the oroduction of a fanzine.
The fanzine itself has to ccme from inside youj; the alternztive 18 To have
the nebulous desire to o a fanzine and take the actual form from sSome-—
where alse.




Fandom never hides its objections when what is being said is not being said
well, but it more often signals disinterest because the writer himself is
not committed than becavse it finds a really heartfelt piece uninteresting.
The trouble with Benzine 1is that there is a strain of indiviluality which
would like to get out, in Ben's interest in anarchy and punk, which simply
sets masked in articles about sci-fi which really haven't anything like

the passion and concern to ‘warrant vbeing writien in the first place. SO

if you really do want to do a fanzine, don't. Waitl until you've got a
fanzine that wents to be written. And in the meantime, read plenty of
others, so you've got a good idea how to go about it when the time comes,
With any luck this column might have given you some ilea of that mysterious
attitude which is the basis for readong fanzines at all, in which case it
isn't that it's acted as some sort of literary 'Which?' report, telling
you which fanzines you're likely to enjoy, but rather it's given you suf-
ficient "feel!' to be able to go to Doc Jackson's comprehensive listing
with some idea of what is likely to be in?:resting.

Anyway, a year has passcd since the first of these columns, and the season
of goodwill has rolled around yet asain, Xnowlng my nredecessors, I have
no doubt that under the cirocumstances they will all join in my final,
festive greeting, and jein me in wishing on behalf of the Matrix fanzine
column, a merry Christmas to all our victims, o

PERIPHERY 1
Jeff Shuter, 18 Norton Close, Southwick, Fareham, Hants rOl7 OHD
Available for the usual (letter of comment, article, postage etc)

TERTIARY SYPHILIS 1
ilex Pillai, 32 Mingle Lane, Stapleford, Cambs CB2 53G

ANOTHER BLOODY FANZINE
Alan Dorey and Joe Nicholas, c/o 20 Hermitase Woods Cres, St John's,
Woking, Surrey. Available for the usual.

PARANCID
Tan & Janice Maule — not gencrally available,

OUT OF THE BLUE
Harry Bell & Kevin Williams, 9 Lincolhn. St%, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NES 4EE
ivailable for the usual (two copies of trades please).

BENZINLE
Benjamin T Burr, 7 Egerton Drive, Greenwich, London SE10 8J3
Available for the usual

L



News

BSFA EXPANSION PROBE — SHOCK QUIZ BY COMMITTEXE

No doubt many other social commentators will be feeling duty bound to
discuss in great detail all that the 1980s might hold for us. Others,
of course, in dazzling bouis of originality will take a long-winded ret—
rospective look at the 1970s saying that it wasn't really such a bad
decade after all. Others will just 2it down and watch Crossroads on TV
wondering what all the fuss 1s about. Some might even read an SF novel
and be wondering what's going to be happening in 1990, let alone 1980,

The BSF4 will enter the 1980s with a renewed gpirit; the present comm—
ittee are working really well, and it is to them that I offer thanks for
their hard work over the past year. And of course the membership - well,
we've taken over 250 new people since Easter 1979, and even allowing for
a certain degree of non-renewals, we appear 1o be holding on to a good
proportion of our members. But, in order o maintain our membership,

the BSFA has got to be continually evolving., Whilst we mustn't neglect
long—term members, we must at all costs introduce new ideas and expand
existing ones. There is a danger that we'll lose sicht of what we're
supposed to be doing., I have criticised the BSFA in the past for belng
in the apparent belief that producing piles of paper with each mailing
is some kind of indicator as to their success at building up confidence.
Well, certainly, if the quality of the material 1s #00d, why not send a
1ot of it out? This mailing sees several advertising fliers., Now whilst
I know many people can do without these, they are important because they
bringz in extra revenue, This reduces the necessity to increase costsj

we have decided to hold the membership rate at £6 for 1980, despite the
threat of a new round of postal 1lncrcases.

So what is there to look forward to in the months to come? Well, I'1ll
sive a quick run-down of what's wgoing on at tne moment and brief details

o

of projects and ideas that are definitely scheduled for future dates.

The Posters and Handbills I mentioned a couple of issues are ready nNow,

so if any university, local group, bookshop or library is interested,

drop a line to me and I'll forward a few cosies. Publicity is a sure-—
fired way of building up the membership, and we have negotiated various
deals with other interested parties; adverts are being swopped with some
masazines, and publicity and promotion are being given to conventions 1in
return for free DSFA advertising. But, why do we necd new members? as

I said last time, in order for us to create new .rojects, we need more
money. 4 membership of 1,000 will bring in %theoretically £6,000 a year.
On present expenditure, which for the mailings alone, runs to some

£3,500 a year, that leaves just over £2,500. Committee and council
expenses have to be paid for. The services have to be paid for, and since
we only have about 800 members, you can See€ that there is not too much
leeway financially. These are, of course, very generalised figures, They
don't take into account advertising revenue, sales of magazines and other
miscellaneous income. But, with more members, the extra amount we need

to spend on servicing those members is effectively reduced, and thus there
is more money available to be put aside for such things as the occasionel
one—-off bocklet, etc.
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Next month sees the second issue of FOCUS, which promilses to be a very
special issue., The currcnt Vector, expanded for this post—chrisimas
veriod to D2 pages, includes a major interview with J G Ballard and
there's Richard Cowper's Yorcon talk too. The BSFA tape library has
finally been revived, and an important announcemcnt %o that effect will
be contained in the next Matrix. suffice to say, at present, costs are
being worked out, and there is going to be a new mazazine devoted to the
tape library, which will be sdministered on our behalf Dby Keith Walker of
the British Fantasy Society. The information services have now been exp-
anded, and as well as Hoger Gilbert, you can now get in fouch with Ian
Maule at 5 Beaconsfield Road, New Malden, gurrey KT3 3HY. Please enclose
a stamped S.a.e., and he will be more than pleased 1o help you out with
any of your enquiries.

Another new project getting uncerway in time for Albecon, the 3187
Rritish Easter SF convention being held in Glasgow, is the production of
o series of author profiles. These will be available as a double siced
A4 sheet giving a brief biography of the author, followed by & biblio-
graphy of his works. These will be regularly updated, and if there is
sufficient demand, the range of authors 4ill be considerably expanded.
These will supplement information held by the Information Service, and
should be of great use to the new render as well as those running groupsSe

Hopefully, in connection with the tape library, a geries of BSFA talks
will be prepared, enabling local groups to hire discussions and lectures
which can be the starting point of informal mcctins in thelr own locality.
Further, should any local group like a member of the BLBIFA committee 1o
come along to a local group meeting to provide information and give a
talk on a range of subjects, please don't hesitate to get in touch with
me. The talk will be provided free, and a serics of posters, handbills
and sample mailings together with our publications, will be brought along
for information and purchasc. The only cost to the group will be travel-
lin: expenses and some form of overnisht accommodliation if necessary.
University groups seeking new ways of spending tuelir Union grants, look
no further.

COMMITTRE QUIZ BSFA SHOCK EXI'ANSION PROBL

Before I move onto slightly more long term srospects, let me just update
you on a few matters. With this mailing is the second 1ssue of BSKFA Media
News, another of the recently started DSFA oublications. The Boka award
is moving quite well at the momenty, and the final ballots will be sent

out with the next mailing at the end.-of February/beginning of March. The
official date for receipt of nominations has now puwssed, but 1f you do
have any forms still to send in, 40 SO NOW to Mike Dickinson at ¥lat T,
301 Chapeltown Road, Leeds L3T 3JT morking your envelopes "RBSFA AWARD -
URGENT".

Dave Wingrove, the previous editor of Vector, and one time BSFA member-—
ship secretary has resigned his place on the BSFA4 council. He is currently
studying as a mature student a2t The University of Kent, and I'd justv like
to place on record the committee's apureciation for the work that he's

done in the past for us.

The BSFPA Litho Fund 18 Srogressing nicely at the moment, but let me first
dispell any fears that the cash might be lost 1f our tarcet fizure of some
¢800 isnt't met., Firstly, 211 the cash received nas gone into a special
deposit account where 1t 1S earning interest, and all the returned donatlion
slips have been retaincd and the contribution of cach member Zuly noted.
Should we be in the unlikely position of not bein.; able to reach our tarazct,
we shall return all monies. A further donaiion slip is encloused with this
mailing should anyone still have ony cash lefd over from the festive

i1
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csecson. Ilcas as to fund-raising schemcs are bing solicited at the moment
and we hope to raise cash throush aucticns at future cocnventions. We have
also acqguired some old 1930s ST hardbocks which will be put up for sale
shortly. 4nd, Keith Frecman will shortly de selling coff reading copies of
the last year or two's analos, F & BF, Galaxy, etc. If anybody does have
any ideas as to how cash misht be raised, please 1ot us know - gspecially
if you can offer assistance. The T,itho Pund ncw stands at £172.20, and
1isted below are those who have generously contributed since the last
mailing — to all those listed, our grateful thanks:

Simon P Ireland Hugh Lowry Martin Tudor '
W Fletcher Owen Carpanini Chris rriest
Gordon Joanson Kevin Broxton Peter J Kershaw
Ian R Bell Tan Wright Mr Baynham
Llbert Vajda Richard Moore David Wingrove
Andy Richards Tain 1@ Byers Tom Jones

Chris Bailey B Westwood Sheila Roberton
Craig Harrison Robert Carlysle Raymond Scrase
David V Lewis R Farnshaw Stephen » Coffin

SHOCK QUIZ — BSFA PROBE BEXriNSION COMMITTEL

I have been pleased with the response to my plea for information on members?
feelings as to how the BSFA ought to progress in the future. Whilst not
exactly being delu.ed with mail like some biblical climatological catastroyshe
(take your choice from raining Ifregs or Nosh and ais ark), there has been
some genuine concern and interest shown by almost everyone. Sheila
Rokerton of Beeston, Not.ingham is an example of the sort of member I was
trying to reach with my urgent pleaj

"T regret to say that I tend to be a reader rather than a Jriter, and whilst
I have found many of the articles entertaining anl thoucht provoking, this
is the first time I have put pen to vaper..."

A lettor like this is werth a hundred from regular hacks who centridute

the same old ideas — not that their letters are valueless, but for somcbodly
new to take the trouble shows that something is happening., Shella goes on
to say:

"I agree that if we are to becume better known, and I think we should -
i.e.,, as a consultative body or as a clearing house fur matters pertaining
to SF - and the only way to et things moving towards this is to have
paid assistance; thon we shculd start lookilng round for someone. 1'm not
sure though how the money would be raisedecee

In fact, the suvport for a vaid member of statff has been cneouraging.
Pedule do express a slight reticence over the problem of actual payment -
and rizhtly so, we don't want to blced the BSFLA to death - but I feel that
there are ways arouad that prablem, For a start, the person could be
responsible for the collating anc nosting of the mailings; ideally, they
would need some form of contact Wwith the membership sccretary, and thelr
income would be derived from the more actual cash they will receive. This
Wwill also ensure that they try to retain as many members as possible.
Income from advertising, sales and other miscellaneous items will come 1n
as usual, but none will pass to the paid member of staff. Secondly, per-—
haps the salaried staff member should not have any say in how the committee
and council run the BSFi. Advice would be welcomed, but there would not
then be the possibility of the pald member altering BSFA policy so as to
elicit the greatest financial gain.

I'm convinced that the answer lies in better publicity, more members, a
better service and most importantly, a strong commitiee with a sense of
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direction and several geals ip mind. It will be of little practical use if we

get the members anc the publicity if we haven't got the machinery toc back it up.
Memories of the 1974 Science Ficticn Monthly debacle have not yet finally receded
from memory.

Right, I'm sure that more will be said in later issues of Matrix, but you can
rest assured that things are happening with the BSFA, aund at present, we appear
to be heading o. the rigat cource. Who xnows, the SF confereace planned for
July {with the SF Foundation) and the Yzar Book (planned for late spring 1980)
will be just the start of a whole host of new projects that the BSFA can get
involved with. 'The establishment image of the BSFA must be removed, and perhaps
then, the whole idea will be more acceptable.

1 cffer my apologies for a rather inteunse column this time around; next issue
should be faintly amusing, so don't hold your breath.

PS The new BSFA information book, an expanded version 1'm pleased to say, should
be available with the next mailing - and the membership list is finally ready
and will in all probability be distributed with this mailing.

ALAN DOREY

And now news from the rest of the world, with thanks to Maleolm Edwards, Greg
4ills end Liberal lifting of items from Locus and Ansible.

i s ————

MAGAZINE SCENE
Plenty of action here, but of course it's all across the Atlantic.

Oani - Ben Bova (ex editor of Analwg) now moves from fiction editor to the
executive editor's position. New fiction editor is to be Robert Sheckley; it will
be interesting to see the change of style he brings to the fiction content. Omni
nas jusit completed it's first full year of publication and despite its high (95p)

cover price, appears to be going from strength to strength.

Frices Up - whilst mentioning high cover prices, this spring sees a rise in the
cost of Analog, Isaac B imov's SF Magazine and Fantasy and Science Fiction. All

— By e ——

will have @ cover price of $1.50 - now what will that mean in real money? 1 guess
90p for F&SP, over £1 for Analog and 90p for Isaac Asimov's.

e e —— . ———

Galaxy Sold - the publisher of Galileo, Vincent McCaffrey, has reached a "handshake"
agreement with Arnold Abramson, publisher of Galaxy on the sale of that magazine.
McCaffrey will be executive editor of Galaxy as well as pubiishér, the actual

editor has not been announced. The new editorial policy will be to "bring back the
sixties or fifties in Galaxy". The new Galaxy wiil be aimed at a younger adventure-
orientated market. -

PECPLE -

Brian Aldiss has just returned from a three week visit of China.as a guest of the
Chinese Government's Friendship Association. He was one of a six-person group, a
so-called Distinguished Persons Delegation - other members included Iris Murdoch

and David Attenborough.

Rokert Holdstock has just delivered a new 90,000 word novel "When Time Winds Blcow”
to his agent.

The Science Fiction Foundatior, at the North East London Polytechnic, is to loose
its Adriinistrator, Malcolm Edwards, after April 30th this year. Malcolm is plaopning
to go freelance and be a house-husband. A replacement for him is yet to be found.

Cchristopher Priest is working on a new novel, although at present he's saying no
more about it! So watch this space.
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J G Ballard has completed a new novel "Hello America". Originally this was planned
tc be an illustrated novel for Pierot but it grew beyond its original planned size,
so now, no doubt, it will be published by Cape.

bavid Langfoxd moves nearer toe "prodom" with the sale of a novel (yet to be written!)
to Arrow. His "Sex Pirates of the Blood Asteroids" recently app2ared in Penthouse
(so I'm reliably inforwmed!).

A collaborative novel betwean Michael Bishop and Jan Watson is reportedly being
finished at present. Not bad going as I understand they've never met. Another
new novel due cut scon comas from John Brunnex. It will be published first in

America, by Ballantine, and is titled "The Infinitive of Go".

Douglas Adams, author of the now famous "Hitch-Hikers Guide to the Galaxy" has re-
signed his job as script editcr for Pr. Who. He is to go free-lance and no doubt
concentrarte on HICTTIG.

A change of address for Joseph Nicholas., After narrowly avoiding homelessness and
a season ticket at the Sally Army, he has come tc rest at Room 9, 94 St George's
Square, Pimlico, London SWL.

Elmer T Hack retires! Yes, it's triae. Elmer has finally packed up his typewriter
and was last seen becarding a train for an undisciosed destination. His life-long
friends Jim Barker and Chris Evans were deeply shocked by this departure. Let's
hope we see him again somewhere soon.

THUMBS OUT

Talking of Douvglas Adams reminds me that the new series of Hitch Hikers Guide to the
Galaxy will be breoadcast ag yon receive this mailivrg. The whole series is being/was
broadcast in the waek beginning 2lst January. Don't panic if you missed ik, it is
being repeated in the followinu weeks {(and no doubt frequently through 1980). The
Radio Times carried the news en its cover and has an article inside. There is a

TV series projected but as yet pothing is definite; after that the musical, the
pantomime {who saxd it already is cne?) and the ice show?

The SF Theatre of Liverpnol, under the directicn of Ken Campbell, produced a stage
adaptation of HHASTTG last yvear and are at present exploring ways of staging it again.
Their current production is "The Third Policeman" by Flann O'Brien.

Fan club news for HH is that Joey Hibbert is organising "Hitchhikers Anonymous”.
Contact her at Knouchley, Weat Bank, Winster, Matlcck, Derbyshire DE4 2DQ for further
details. (I'm sure an sae would be appreciated.)

PUBLISHING -

The vast new Virgin looks empire that everybody was taling about a few months ago
has contracted rapidly (cold weather?) squeezing out David Pringle and leaving
Maxim Jakubowsxki plugs a few junior members of staff. Still, the venture seems to
have stabilised recently and we may even see some books soon. The Science Fiction
Bock Club has lost the services of Paul Begg - shame as the books were getting
better, if costing more.

BOOKS

New titles from the Gollancz 1480 list include D G Crompton's new novel "Assendancies"”
- his first novel in five years. It was due for January but is believed to be
delayed due to last minute revisions. A new novel is due from Ursula K LeGuin in
April. However, it's a historical novel called "Malafrena" and is not SF. April

also sees publication of John (Crowly's "Engine Summer." March sees a new novel

from Frank Herbert "Priest of Psi" and may will see Ian Watson'sg "Garden of Deliaghts”
and Vanda MclIntyre's "Fireflood".

In America Ursula K LeGuin's "The Beginning Place”™ will be published by Harper & Row

Continued on P.44.
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LIFE ON MiRS EXCLUSIVL

BEHIND THE LOCKED DOORS OF EDINBURGH FANDOM:

Yes, the LIFE CN MARS column takes you where no Enzlishman (or Welshman,
or Irishman) has gone before: into the secret corridors ol the Edinburish
Group. Hear about their 1atest plans for densely programmed galactlc
domination! See what Jim Barker wears beneath his kilt!

But not just yet. I'm saving the best bit for later, you Se€.

Meanwhile, you'll have 1o make do with the followlng communication from
o small Yorkshire fishing village. Mind you, taes also scem to have
ombitious ideas, as their Club Liaison Officer (and I thougsht I was the
only onel), Dave Harbud explainss

The Hull University SF Society was founded 3 years ago with the
express objective of Universal domination DYy 1984. We are slightly
behind schedule after the abortive coup dtetat of 1976 (it coincided
with Dr Who and no one turned up), but we do have an extensive SF
lending library and meetlngs every Monday evening in Hull University
Union, just next to the bar. Our mectings are rather anarchic and
topics include discussions of SF, technology, speculative theology,
philosophy, Armageddon Staniforth's plans for the future of humanity,
how far Big Dave can throw someone (with demonstration).... If you
want to build your own nuclear device we can tcll you how. e are
involved in AARDVARK, the world's most cliquelsi fanzine. A4Lpply now
for the party of the century. 4ll welcoms, not just stulents (I'm a

o gsomputer programmerimyself). If you wantithe title .of Viceroylof -

‘13 jldébaran, we'll ‘sell it %o you for wa redsonable rate. Justidrop 1into
one of our meetings (say you're a suest of ours 1f you can't get in)
or if you want more info contact me, Dlave Herbud, at 36 Middleton
Street, Springbank, Hull.

Thanks Dave. Keep the information cominge.

From the same village, l've received a letter from Steve lnce about THE
HULL A4ND RIVERWORLD ArC RECILTION SOCIETY, which has a mempbership of one
(himself). Thc letter was nuch appreciated Steve and would perhaps have
received star billing, had not a similar spoof becn perpetrated by Kev
Smith et al in Matrix 22, Shame on you Steve, read your back issues!
You'll have to do better than that if you want to get into this column.
Meanwhile, keep trying and cood luck with the novel that all of your
members are writing.

A more successful correspondent 1S Nigel Clark, who bccomes the first
person to get mentions in Two consecutive LIFE ON MARS columns (eat your
heart out, Paul Kincaidl!). DNigel writes of last time's mention (in which
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he asked for information on university aroups): "I've already filled in
my UCCA form, so the whole thing's a bit academic.™ Ouch! Well done
Nigel, you win this week's prize for the best unconscious (I thinkﬁ pun.
He even has something worthwile to say this time: it scems he's started
a small group in Stratford. The normally meet at the Garrick on Friday
evenings., You can contact Nigel at 44 Shelley Road, Stratford-uponj;iavon.

And now, a SrECIAL ANNOUNCEHMENT.

Does anybody run, or want o start a group in Ilford? If so, plecase
contact Simon Bayes at Flat Four, 10 Brittania Road, Ilford, Essex who
is interested 1in joining/starting OncCe.

Now we venture into Wales. By way of Keith Freeman, I've rececived some
copies of a clubzine from Dick Downes of ithe Swansea SF Soclelyj; many
thanks for them. The zine is a monthly 1itho affair called RED SHIFT
and has a standard commensurate with 1%s schedule. Full marks for enthu—
siasm, I suppose, but even the mighty and marvellous BSFA can only manage
an issue every two months, 8O for a small local group isn't a monthly
schcdule rather over—ambitious, Dick, even 1f you do seem to have kept

to it (for four issues, at least)? The fanyine is punctuated with jibes
at the eleven-strong membership for not sending in enough material %o
£i11 us an issue every month, out nowhere is there any debate as %o
whether the monthly schedule 1is actually realistic.

The price tag on the latest issuc 18 25p, which secms a b1t optimistic

for sixteen papes, much of which is club news and only of interest to
members. 1 hate to »raise the Leeds University Group in public but they
publish two zines, one of news which 18 distributed to members only and
one Wwith reviews, articles and fiction which they try (inoessantly!) to
sell to a wider zmudience. The latter zine appears three times a year,
which seems to be a more realistic schedule. mhink agza2in, Swansea, before
you burn yourself out 1n a nolocaust of exploding, overworked typewriterst

RED SHIFT (no, I haven't finished with it yet!) includes some Views which
might best be descrived as unfashionable: "Sapphire and Steel” compared

favoursbly to "Doctor Who" and a review which praises the "Lord of the Rings"

film: "Relph Bzkshi, may your road go ever onl" 1f any of you want to go
along and sort this lot out, contact Dick Downes at 56 Cefn-yr-Allt,

aberdulzais, Neath, West Glamorgan, SA10 8uE. Honest though, Dick, thanks
for the zines., (Sighy I don't suppose anyone 7ill send me any in future).

But seriously... I would be interested 1n receiving other clubzines and,
particularly, your comments on what I've salad about them above and your
own ideas of what should be in them (yes, that invitation does include the
Swansea group). 1 don't see why a discussion of club fanzines should be
outside the scope of this column.

Moving on at last, we come t5 the bit you've all becn waiting for: the
truth about the Edinburgh group. 1T seems they're not called FOBS after
all. Read Onees

FRILNDS OF ROBERT-THE-HuCK (F.0.R.T.H. )

This is part of the evidence of the ongoing boost that sf is receivin.z 1in
Scotland, due to the afforst of a well-known West Coast group. There was
a Hrevious Edinburgh fan ZrouyJ, Efof, which collapsed after only a couple
of years. We were formed a few weeks after Yorcon and after a few experi-
mental mectings, the group found & suitable venue, as given belowW.

I would like to make one thing abundantly clear — wWe arec not a sercon
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group in any conceivable meaning of the term. 4t our weekly meetings,
the main topics of conversation are 1) whose turn is it to go o the bar,
2) have we got enough time for another Hpint?

For the uninitiated, Robert-the-Hack is Elmer's Scottish brother recently
introduced to Jim Barker. It may surprise people to learn that a lesser-—
known attraction of Edinburgh - the International Festival -~ sceems to
attract more attendees then our weekly bevvy sessions!! However, plans
are in hand to focus the atiention of the sf world on Edinbursh—on-Forth.

The above—mentioned festival gives us occasional opportunities to see
premicres etc. of sf films, For example, 1t wWas possible to see the uncut
version of "Death Race 2000" a few years agoj; "4 Doy and his Dog" was seen
this year; we also saw the Ruropean sremiere of "alien", which was good for
a laugh, at least.

The average attendance can be anything from 6-10 and our largest night
boasted 15 folk, so, you can sce that we alreczdy have a good base on which
to work. I may add that we have these members virtually by word—of-mouth
alone, as we have not really undertaken @ serious poster campalgn yet,

4 further couple of points — we have a nucleus of 4 regular con attendees;
Rockcon is a figment of the other Dob Shaw's imagination; all are excepi-
ionally welcome; by virtue of the Bdinbursh sf bookshop, it has been
possible to meet several authorsj we do not cherse a membership fee, bar
a, Pinte.

F.0.R.T.H., meet every Tuesday frpom about 8 pm onw>rds in the Lounge Bar
of the Abercraigz Hotel, Picavdy rlace, Edinburgh (near railway and bus
stations). The bar has Guinness, keg Belhaven, lager and Double Diamond.
Only the Belhaven is drinkable and they can't pour a decent pint of
Guinness.

¥ ¥ XK K

Many thanks to Jim Darrock for the above report. Yes, Jim, I'll see you

st Al Bacon! Hmmmm, Rockcon a figment of Bob Shaw's imagination, eh? Mind
you, in a sense, every con's a figment of the imagination before 1it's
actually happened, isn't it? and of ccurse, even if it's not, that remark
doesn't rule out any convention held in Edinburgh and NOT called Rockcon,
And there azallsese

Oh, sorry. 1 was forgetting where I am. Don't worry, it's just naranoia,
as we say in Leeds. Anyway, now 1t's time to think about plans 1in handc
next time, we may have a timely piece on the TOXT group (you remembder,
don't you Jimmy? In the bar at Novacon, you oromiscdl!) plus, for the
benefit of new members, a summary of the groups that heve been featured in
Matrix over the last year or so. In the meantime, don't forget to write
if you want a plug for your group or want 1o start/join one. The address
is 134 Cardigan Road, Headingley, Leeds 6.

A1l of which would brinz us to the cnd of this column, had a letter from
another scottish group not appeared 1in the post this morning. This time
Ti's from Aberdecn University Union SF Society, who can be contacted c/o
iberdeen University Union, Droad Street, Aberdcen AB9 1usW. Thanks to
William Goodall for writing. The LUSKES would be interested in receiving
nfamous and infamous fanzines" and are intendin: to publish one of their
cwn, RING PULL 1, in February. This will contain "book reviews, film
reviews, humour, fiction, art, photographs, staples, ink, smudges..." for
the usual or 50p. The group have been operating in ecarnest since October.
They now have 21 members, film shows planned, a library and, perhaps mos
important of all, a large grant with a promise of more 1o subsidies a trip
to Albacon. This really is the end. Happy New Ycar.

Simon OQunsley
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* Paul Kineaid is almost a regular contributor to the pages of Matrix *
* (we ean't get rid of hWim! Sorvy Paul, didn't mean 1t really). In *
* the past he has given us a personal view of being a fan as well as *
* q fanzire review columm., This issue he turns hig attention to that *
*
%
%

infamous, annual guthering of the clan, entitled (in polite circles)*

Novacon. *
*#ﬂ*%**&i*******i*#ﬁ%*****&ﬁ**&*i***ﬁ****%&&**#***********************

OBSERVATIONS ON A RARE SPECIES FOUND IN ITS UNNATURAL SURROUNDINGS

T W il o s W

For those who may not have noticed, the first weekend in November was ccld and
damp and grey. Locked away for two days in the hot, sweaty, alcoholic environment
of a modern hotel in cold, concrete Birmingham it's easy to see the real world,

if it is seen at all, as no more than an intrusion in the vital world of fandom.
Perhaps that's how it should be: the one time I left that artificial world during
the course of the weekend was a none-too-happy experience.

It is better, so they say, to travel hopefully than to arrive. Fandom, it seems
to me, has been travelling hopefurly for the past year; Yorcon building up o
Seacon, good atmosphere, rising numbers. But where were we travelling to? What
would our arrival be like? Were we building ourselves up for a fall? Since
Yorcon it has been evident that Albacon, for better or worse, is the destination;
but Novacon is the last major station on the way. What we made of it, what it
made of us, would be important. |

1 got to Birmingham earlier than expected, thanks to getting an afternoon off
work. Fortunate, really, since the overwhelming impression left by the convention
was how short it was. . We've been spoiled, Yorcon was a very full four days,
Seacon even longer; Friday evening to Sunday afternoon was an instant, over in

a flash. We spent the weekend rushing, cramming as much as possible intoc two
days, jumping in at the deep end.

So it was straight into the bar, glass after glass in hand, socialising like mad .
That's one of the main reasons for convention-going, meeting up with far-flung
friends; and there were a fair number of them about. Though here was one more
of the differences, one of the ways, perhaps, in which Seacon had affected us.
Familiar faces were missing, and a lot of new ones were about.

Now there are those who say that it is wrong to view fandom as an entity, it is,
if anything, a dynamism. Change is its natural form, and so these differences
were a fect of life that can only be accepted. I agree, but it is hard to divorce
cneself from the subjective view that fandom is one's friends, and any reduction
in this number is unwelcome. Not that I'm objecting to new faces, on a personal
Jevel I usually leave each convention with one or two more added to the list of
acquaintances that will gradually metamorphose into friends. But this time it
was different, the influx was too much, too sudden, presenting, purely by chance
I'm sure, too solid a front. ®Perhaps I found their sheer number off-putting and
retreated into the secure circle of my reliable friends. Perhaps their number
meant that they found i1t easier to find friends and mix with those equally new.
Either way, I came away from the convention without one new acquaintance.

Of course I'm making too much of it, projecting onto the real situation my
anticipation of how things might develop. But Novacon is a harbinger of some
such change, though it followad too socn on the heels of Seacon to provide any
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real, solid evidence zither way, the big test will be Aibacon. No, Novacon
was simply the first nirror of the effects of Seacon, and there are certainly
anough irregularities on the surface to make any image vnrepresentative. For
= start Seacon itself distores the picture - how many of those familiar faces
wera basent simply because Seacci nad taken all thelr money, how many new
faces were simply giving conventioas a second chance, trying to find out what
a less-atypical convention was like?

There were distortions, also, sn the length of the convention, so tnat everything
seemed just a little cut of svnch. Friday night just did not feel like the first
night oi a con. Perhaps because there was aiready so little convention left,
perhaps because we started off with somathing like the University Challenge Quizz
which is more normally a feature of some later day, but s+ felt wrong. And then,
of course, there was all the drinking, as if to make up for lost time.

which had the unfortunate effect that I spent saturday morning prowling the
streets of Birmingham in search of something resembling life. Goodness knows
what I missed that morning, put by the time I got back the whole convention
seemed to be revolving about the con hall. Was thils one more hint of change?
Certainly the programme WAas always a popuiar feature of any convention, after
all it's why most of us start attending cong. But after a few cons the focus
tends to shift to the bar, and this time even the bar flies seem2d tC he in the
con hall. The serconisation of fannish fandom? The invidious eftect of tue
welter of newcomers? Perhaps, but I doubt it. 1 think it was mainly due to
the best and most inventive bit of programming 1'Vve seen in a geood while.

For a start they had the advantage of Chris Priest as Guest of Honour. After
a shaky start, his speech got down to a marvallous denunciation of all those
who would deny that sf shonld strive for literary merit. Those of us who
agreed with him considered it impassioned, well-argued, convincing; but even
+hogse who disagree could not deny that this was sverything a GoH speecn should
be.

This was followed by a speeci on very much the same subject. A debate, not a
panel. An escape from the usuval, 1ifeless format, tOC one in which it was far
casier to intrcduce an element of homour. Tnis is an escape route that has
always been open 1O progranmne organisers, yet they have stuck to the panel,
hidebound, uninspired, in which the only element of oriainality is what new
title will be devised for the same ol tired subjects, and in which the only
interest is in seeing which panelist will rum out cf platitudes and oft-repeated
anecdotes first. All priase, then, to a commnifttee with just that spark OT
originality needed toO make an easy-to-avoid programmie item into an entertainment
which is, after all, precisely what it should be.

The quiz, too, is worthy of considerable praise. T+ must have taken 2 fair bit
of nerve to schedule a guiz that actually ran cver the three days of the
convention - if the first heat hadn't worked the rect would have been doomed
before they cven started. BEut the gamble paid off, lhelped by slick organisation
including buzzers that worked and a chance to keep constant track of the score.

Both the quiz and the debate, of course, depended on the enthusiasm of participants

who entered into the spirit of +he thing - making serious points, going alil out
£o win; but not losing sight of the fact that 1t was all in fun.

A curry, then back for the evening's festivities, the disco, the greatest
spectator sport xnown to fandom. If one hadn't worked out already that fandom

ig composed of individualistic lunatics;, then ten minutes watching the contorticons
on the danceflcor would he enough to convince anyone. There is an essay oo be
written on the subject sometime by a John Cleese of the pen, but for now I shail
draw a veil of decency over Gerry Webb's mincing skips, Rob nansen's puppet whose
strings have scmehcw pecome crossed, Kev smith's strange epileptic lurchings and
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all the rest.

Thew came the room party. I couldn't begin to guess how many of us there were
crammed into that room, squeezed tocether on the beds, littexring the floor,
cammed in che doorway. Entryy requirements wers quite simple, in Alan Doxey's
mmortan words: "Cot drink?® is cid, at least, have the advantage of providing
some very necessary iubrication, perhaps toc much since +hings did get a little
siliy as time went on - Xev Smith becoming violent in defence of his nude lip,

an impromptu akridgement of the Bible and the telephone directory, and an attempt

e

to see how many drunks could stand on a bed (thouch nobody thought to ask how

| .

n o

many of us cowld stand in the first place).

By now I, at leact, was well and truly in the mood for a gcod con; only by now
the con was just about over. The last morning of a conventicn is a mess of
packing, coats and bags lying about all over the place, queuelng to Yyeglister
for next time, Grinks in a slowly euptying bar, hotel staff bustling around

-
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getting the place back to normal.

Eut there was to be one wore twist in +the tail of this many-legged beast. FoY
some reason ¥ missed the vote and the debate that preceded it, but I heaxd

shortly afterwards that it hal been dorcided to limit membership of the next
Novacon. This momentous Gecisicn follows years of argument within fandom: at
various times I've argued bcth for and acainst limitaticn, but 1 must in the

end applaud the decision. what is this, the old-guard fighting a rear-guaxd
action acainst the newlonmers flooding in after reacon? 1 don't think so, though

T -ould he prejudiced since 1 suppose 1'm one of the old-guard mysell now. Didn't
Seacon demopstrate that a large convention cculd be successful without swamzing

the fannish atmosphere? Yes, but i1t took years cf organising and costly

!
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facilities. Judging from rumours I've heard about Albacon, there ars those who
consider size alone a virtue. This is not £0, and Novacon was originally

devised as a small, relaxed alternative to Easteraon, with less emnphasis on
programmpe, and more on a fannish atmosphere. But the recent proliferation cf
emall fannish cons such as Silicon and Feancon, the hal fway house is a niche

that still needs to be filled. This year, by some miracle, Novacon managac to

do just that, despite being larger than Eastercons were at the time of the first
Movacon. But there is a very real danger that if ot Adid grow much larger it
would fall between two stcols, being too large to get hy on, Or even Jgenarate,

a relaxed atmosphere; yet tacking the organisation, time and facilities necessary

tc make a really large con successiul.

Annvway, this isn't fthe place to repeat so familiar am argument, but it 1s one
more indication that Novacon was a reflection cf the affect of Seacon upon
Rritish fandem. How to assess this reflecticn, however, is scmething I do not
pretend to know - time and Albacon will doubtless make it all much clearer.

n its ceonstituent parits Novacon was an yndoubted success, and of course I still
enjcy every con I go ©H», since vhen I stop enjoying them will be when I stop goind.
As a whole, though, it was perhaps less successful; though this may just be
because it was on a hiding to nothing anyway, providing so brief a sequel to the
epic successes of ¥Yorcon and Seacon.

t-

PAUL KINCAID
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nob Jackson's regular review of fanzines and other SF-related small press publications, this issue covering
jteme received in September, October and vovember 1978. Don't forget: if you would like your fanzine
reviewed, sead it direct to Rok al: 3 Laverder Rid., West Ewell, Epsoin, Surrey KT19% SEDB. While we'll try
t6 mention everyihing received, consiozrations of space may foree us to make occasional omissions. [tis
also our policy not to review sales catalogues or other explicitly commercizl publications.

Qn The Cdfpet

As there are three months' worth of fanzines in this column, there are even more li~ted this issue than last.
To get them all in, I'm making full uce of John and Eve Harvey's phoio-reduction facliity; thus the length ol
the fanzine listing may become oti-pu.ing unless you have a special interest in fonzines.

To gel rourd tris, I've decided to make it easier for you to spot the fanzines I inink it would he particui-
arly worth your while reading dy marking them with an asterisk, pius a letter indicating the genernl style of
the zine. (I should stress that ihis :an't pecessarily an indication of how much I personally enjoyed the zinel
I'm well aware that I enjoy certain types of Zines while no longer being particularly stimulaied by others.
Inevitably my comments about a fanzine will be suhjective a certain extent, even thoveh I do try to look at
cach fanzine to see whether it does whot its ediic=s wanted it .0, not whether 1Y Coes ™hat I would have wanted
it to.

A list of the symbols used is below.

Some people give frequency ot publication when sending me detaiiz of thiir zines; but I dun't usually lis.
thern, as I've been around n fanzine fandcwa long erough to know that plans go ast»Wy when pruple try to carry
ibem out. Fanzines arc a spare-time activily o™ most people, and many thingrs interrupt amitious product-
jor scheduies (lack of money, technical problemz, lack of money, mol. ers-ir law visiting, failure of contrib-
utors to keep promises, lack of money, getiing a girl/boyiriend, ving roped into organising a con, tack of
money. .. Y.50 it's only ihe very rare oird like Tearv Jeeves who can purlish reay reliably. (Even Chartes
Brown has trouble keeping Locus on schedule, and Locus is his Mil-time job,)

That's why 1 don't list publication freguency: it's almost always "irregular’.

Next time, 1'il mavbe make some genersl comments on fanzine standards. Should be fun.

Abbre- lations and symbols used:

F* Recommended fannish fanzine (i.e. about fons' personalities and social lives).

G* Recommended genwine (i. . general zine, about a variety of subjects).

N* Recomme+aded fannish sewszine.

p¥ Recopmcnded personaizine (i.e, a largely editor-written fannigh zine}.

g% Recommended fanzine mainly about SF or fantzsy.

The Usual  Available for trade with other fanzines, letter of comment, or contribution of -written ¢. ariistic
maierial, Prices for single sampie copies or suscriptions are groted ii these arc oiven in the
zine; postage is normally included in the guoted price.If 20 price 18 given, write and express
interest.

Page sizes FC (fcolscap): 137 x 8", Ad: 113" x 83", 18Q (U.S. quartc): 11" x &', © (guarto): 10" x 8",
A5: 83" x 57/g".

Printing D: duplicated. L: photolitiographed. X: Xeroxed (phetoconied). R: reduced typesize {(giving

methods morc words per pags). Sl

SMALL PRESS PUBLICATIONS

_Den'fisions/_:[‘_!*in Air Wonder Stories ? (Derver in 'S] Committee, PO Box 11545, Denver, CO 80211. USA;

for Deaver in '81 presupporting mewmbers; 5opp.} Two back-to-back fanzines yublicising ine suct esstul hid

for the '81 Worldcon. Mixed contents; the Ellisnn interview is good, but the shert storv and the musical ann
lvsis of "The Wizard of 02" [ fcund more than a little irrelevant,

S*  Locug 224,225,226, 227 (Charles N. Brown, PO Box 3938, fan Francisco, CA 94119, UDA; ©9.55 per
vear airmail or £v,00 per year seamail, rayable w0 Locus Prhlications, sent ta 77.K. Agent, Chris Atkinson,
28 Duckett Rd., London N4 'BN; USQ L L; 20pp, 20pp, 245, & 20pp.) The reli oble trade raagazine of the 8¥
serus in America, invalvshle for professional news of SF markets and forthcoming books, Cenerally compli-
mentary comments by Charles on Seacon (though wrongheaded on prices — he claims $1.10 for s pear and

$17 for an LP!), with flashes of real fannishness showing through in the convention reports.
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The Making of tns 1eshinn Horse fby Christopher Priest; published by Birminghsam S¥ Group for Novacon 3;

distributed free to members of Novacon v, but write

for details of other avaiiability; AS KR L: 18pp.)

to Rogar Peyton, 57 Summer Row, Birmingham B3 14

Nicely produced smail sooklet to coramemorate Chris's posit-

ion as Guest of Honour at Novacon 9; it coutains 2 piece about the writing of Inverted World, the way its titie
tpanslates inio French, plus 2 new allernallve ending which still retains the original's cool ambiguily. Worth

having if you enjoy his work.

Rigel 70 (Vves Vandezande, Tiense Vest, 61 bus 13,

2200 Kessel-Lo, Holland; 350, 650 or 900 fr. for 6,12

or 18 igsues; A4 RL; 40np.; A ~moothly produced semiprozine, coodlaoking, with translated stories by Wai-

son and Stableford and a Hyphen reprint Uy Sow Shaw

: also book and filin reviews and 2 long Seacon report —

all in Dutch: "Ook was er nog de I’ anrooni met zijn eigen programma en har.' Who rezds Dutch and can tell

me what it o1l means?

S * Science Ficiion Revizw 3% (Richard E. Geis, O Box 11408, Portland, OR 97211, USA; in UK, send
sterling equivalent cf 313,03 “Wm. Dawscn and Sons, Cannon House, Folkestone, Kent CTi9 SEE for an

cight issue {two year) subgnripticn; USE 1 L 64nn. )

Th~ only fanzine two pecple work nearly fulltime on. It

is a lot of work putting tugether and mw ing 3,040 or su copies of this. I features many editor-writien re-
views and comiments, with a few big-name columns and inlerviews. Well worth getting; Little short of compul-
sive reading, even thcugh it's setiling into a rather corefortable rut now, sciaehow slightly less lively than it

used to be. Geis is no vy academic as a erific; e b

elieves in siraight talking and iooks for entertaina ent.

o * otarship 36 (Aaxdrew Porter, PO Box 4175, New York, NY 10C17, USA; in UK, sead £4.75 for a one-

year ({our issue)) smhecription 19 U.K Agen, Ethel

Tindsay, 69 Barry Rd., Carnoustie, Angus DD7 7QQ,

Seoiland; USQ RL, t'neset; pp.) The Qmni of the 87 criticel magazine world, Starship (formerly Algol

festures heavy advertising irom publisters., cuite su

perbly slick and professional layout and wypesetting,

regular columns by Frederik Fohl, Vincem Dil'ate and otaers writing on their fieids of expertise, which is
~11 verv interesting ané comimendable; bul somehow the passion and depth of inteliectnal commitment are
slightiv 1zcking, and the whole is slightly less than the sum of its parts. It's still about the best there s,

though-

FANZLIIES

Greaot Britain

Amanits 1 (Cyril Simsa, 18 Maswell Avo., Loadon N12 2EG: the vsual; A4 I; 16pn.) Weird fanzine about

mushrooms, kouirabi, hippopoiani, and Tae Liger s Dric? by Angela Carter. In the ~ccompanying letter e

apologised to me for rorgeliing io include his aduress in the fanzire — pt it stil! ineans I've gob to find the

letter 3f T want to veply!

N*  Acsibie 2/2,4 (Dave Langiord, 2% Norihumberlana Ave., Reading, Perks. RGZ TPW; contributions,

newszine iraces, or 4 for o0p, o for 31 US, ovr & foT

<1 Aus.: QD 12pp, 4pp.) DNo. 2/3 is a giant Sencor. issue

wiith 20 reports and comments Ch e conventica — anecdotal, mildly critical, or highly complimentary. issue
4 ig 5 more normal one, with an obituary of Dr. Christcoher Evans (*he Mighty Micro one, ao the "Hali-
1:fe'" one), con reports, CIANEES of aodress, ana a miscellany of news under the scroeiimes apnycpriate ticle

"nfinitely Improbable', Informative; good writing; ¢

G¥ ° Areua SF 9 (Geoff Rippington, © Rutland Gdns.
$1 per copy airmail; no other availsbility given, but

neap at the prica,

., Birchington, Kant; 50p of 3 for £1.40; )5 & Canada -~
i expect the usual rules apnly; AS RL; 44pp.) Increasing-

ly scrious aad intellectual zine of SF discuszion, This 15sue concentrates in depth on Austrglian 57 and the
works of Rooert Holdstock, which is tvpical of the zine. Supnorted by the South East Arts Association, 1t

matches Vector in intellect (and at tines in Grynces

cof tone).

Astron 2 (Sieven Grecr, 33 Seott R4, Olten, Solihull, Birmingham B892 7LG: 30p incl, post; A4 D; 28pp.) :
Published in late '78, but I only got this at Nevacon 3. One of those sercon fanzines with big-pame comribut-
vtors' ariicles (ofien reprinted; assembied with much eifort but prevented from being much of a forum for
real discussioun by infrequescy ana a jaded editorial which doe an't excite response, Also, the subjects cover-
ed somehow don’t match; there's a solitary article about a comix artist amony pieces by Brunuer, Shaw and
Richard Evans {intervicws reprinted from the Futura Newsletter).

Checkpoint 69,100 (Peter Roberis, 15 Westwood, Cofton, Starcross, NY. Exelex

availability of back issues; @ D; Opp, cpp.) The final
British fannish fan, the banner of which has now pas
Seacon report, and no.100 an index of past coatents.

3 , Devon; write to enquire of
+vo issues of what has been an essential newszine for the
ced to Dave Langford’s Ansible. No.99 conisins 2 genial

Cidereal Times 8 (Allen Boyd-Newton, 1're Gatehouse, Combe Florey, Nr. Taunton, comerset; 30p, £2,10
for 6 {(it's cheaper to get 6 individua) copies)) or the usual: A4 D; 28;p.) Mostly compwient if aninspired club
genzine with long reviews, poems etc, Spoeilt by a crummy ranfiction serizl and soine hopelessly unrealistic

comments on Sastercon finances. ¥ Allen had tried
hoth income and expenditure are uniil after the con

running an Eastercou he would know just how unceriain
rever mind a year in adverce when membership rates
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are set}, and just how raore realy suiteble hoiels are, He also castigales Slycon '78 for having paid £2,00°
for function rooms when Sastercon '77 got thairs free, without knowing that in 1977 this money was paid to
the hotel, but in the form of icereased bedroom rates,

Closer to the Edge 5 {Stevern Green, 33 Scott Rd., Oiton, Sclihull, Rirmingham B92 71Q; 10p stamp vlus the
asual, or another 10p starop; A4 D; Gpp. ) Mosily-~locs issu.: of a review fanzine; various people rabbiting Cr.
with lists of hasic ST reading, and comments on TV SF. A lot of vomics fandom influgnces. though it's un-
illustrated.

Cosmic Themes 20 (Tony Callow, 53 Rose Ave., Worcester WR4 9PX; 30p or 6 for £2: A5 D; 32pp.) This
ctaried off as an SF/fantasy plus occuil/von Daniken book review zine with litile evidense of contact with oth-
er SF fans; now it's getting more in line with SF fandora, There's an editoria ¢ excitcdly anticipating Secion,
and the contents are ahmost SF and fantasy reviews with a few comic and SF fanzines looked at. Undemanding

nlot-summary -pius-star-rativg revicving style.

Erg o8 (Terry Jeeves, 230 Bannerdale Rd., Sheffield, 8, Yorks §il 9FE: 4 for £1 or $2; CD, wut with a full
colour NASA painting supplied by Harry Andruschak oa the back; 28pp.) Very consistent unpretentious quart-
erly fanzine reflecting its ~ditor's admirable (f unfashionable; technophilia in short srticles on astronomy
and allied subjects, pius 11 pages of byief reaver's-gaice reviaws ol 54 boolk.;. No ugoniced introgpecion on
faadom here. |

Fusion 1 (Ker Mann, 22 Penncthorne Rd., Peckham, Loncon SEL9; 50p or the usual; A4 D3 3ipp. ) Solidly-
filled fiction fanzine, More literate tian some; about equal to the early issucs of 8finx, for those with eight-
year memories. Mainly longish fantasy stories full of necromancers, Old Kings and Nortil.corao Wastelangs
(don't say that — you'li put people off Glasgow for lifell; but there's one dire short-short ahout maiicious
streetlamps. Pretenticas sub-Ken Bulmer descriptions of the stories in e editorial, and ao annovncemcat
that with the next issu€ in a year's time he ropes to go semi-pro. He's welcome to try, but most enterprises
like this are stymied by lack of sales unless they can prove consistent worih tn the reader — most rcaders
preler to spend their hord-earned and rapidly deflating pence on the plethora of pro S there is around at the
moment. That's where new writers really bave to prove themselves. {Argument on this topic is hereby sec-

-

onded to Focus,) Note: this isr't the same Fusion as Warwick Sk Scciety puslishud,

HypoScace 5 (Hatfieid Polytechnic SF & IS, c/o Students' Union, Hatfield Poiyiechnic, PO BrX 10¢, Haiiicld,
Herts; for club members; A4 D; 4pp.) Cheerfully cruddy clubzine with forthcoming evenis lists and sSC on.
Hiats of mild illiteracy in speilings like valternativly't and “baited” as in haited breath': that funny big hoolk
over there is a dictionary.

1n Defiance of Medicai Opinion ! {Chuck Connor (R.Q, Conner J.AD & Aleck (Butch) Buteher. ¢/ o Sildan
House, Chediston Rd., Wissei:, Nr. Fsilesworth, Suffolk 1P19 ONF; available for the usual. 1 guess — it
doesn't say; A4 D; 38on.) Mainly editor-written fan ficticn by two sgilors on shore leave. They fucgot 10 i
their addresses in the zine (I got it from their covering letter) and they put full stops aiter questionmarks
and exclamation marks, which (I point out to the few of you whe don't already know) is wrong.

Licks 1 (Rob Hansen, 22 Llaw.lewy Rd., Newpert, Gwent, Wales; the usual ov requcst, 1 thin'; OD: 12pp.)
A one-off trial issuc of a fannish rock fanzine within SF fandom's orbit, No hig-naree chaser is Rob; the main
content is an interesting interview with Graham Charnoct. on bis rock exnperiences.,

G* Logo 5 (Kevin Easthone, 113 Abbey Ra., Erdington, Birmingham B23 7QQ: the usual; A4 D; 40pn.)
Camo with The Pickersgill Papers, & 10 page publication of a loc from Greg Pickersgill ard Kevan's reply
which is irrclevant and out of date now. Logo is superbly produced, 2 lesson to new faucds who just throw
the thing togcther any old how, and he's got some gocd fannish material; it's a pity parcs cf it are out of date
que 1o 2 deiay in publication, and that the naturzl rebel in Kevin has put somc ostablished fans off him, as he
can sometimes write quite interestingly hi mself too.

One-Off (nos. 6 & 7 or. 7 & 8, I'm not sure; David Bridges, 130 Valiey Rd., “feershrook, Sheffield, S. Yorks
S8 9GA; the usual; A4 D; 18pp., plus a free binliner 10 keep your comix in.) An uncharacteristicatly intro-
spective issue from a normally lighthearted personal writer, looking back in part at his last fanzine, the very
successful bike trip report A Ragged Trousered Pedalcyclist. The second of these two issues is a four-page
nink onarto take-off of the Maules' Parancid format. Covert flattery bv imitation, but I'm not sure it isn't
better than the original.

S* Perihelion 5 (Steev Higgins, 18 St. Austell Ave., Tyldesiev, Greater Manchester M29 TFY: 350 or €1
for 4; A4 D; 18pp.) British rtandom's most disgustingly literate schoolboy publishing his college SI" Socioty s
magssine, and by getting oulside contributors (Paul Kincaid, 3imna Ounsley i al) for the first time, turning it
into a very ir‘elligent zine of SF criticism. Provocative & interesting articie by Peter Relton concluding
nseience fiction is a narruw and diluted form of fantasy."' Not as well produced or as long a zine as arend,
bt critically at least as astute already. ‘
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Szl Mammal 32,33,54 (Mai.n Easterbrook, 191 The fleights, Noriaolt, Middx distributed free to atfena-
ers at the One Tun, Salfron ¥ill, London on the first Thursdsy of each month; A4 Dy 4pp, 2pp, 2pp. } Newszine
with forthenming cverts in the Lendon area and elsewhere and brief commenis on items of current interest,
p to dote; ilashes of wit af times. If you send monev for posiage e might ¢ven send you copies montbhly; I
dep’t Know. ¢

Towel 2nd Themb 1 (Goy Hibbert, K nouchicy, West Bank, Winster, Matlock, Derbyshire NDE4 20w the usuei,
I expeci {it doesn't say)); A4 I' 12py.) Cruddily produced Hitch-Hiker's (luide farzine. Choerfui what-I-did-
on-mv-holidays wype con reports, plus mildlv inventive but inane HHG-related uitemp!s at humour, inciuding
12 pages of mathemratical burble with the answer 4%. Fuany if you're casily amused; the criginal’s Dest, of
course.

Unison 1 (Lester Hannington & Joy [irbert, Knouchiey., West Bank, Wiaster, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 2D4);
32p or the usual; A4 b; Z8pp. ) Very mixed coptents abovt S¥, non-ST books, and forihcoming cons. Incredih-
iy haphazard layout; a book review and = poem are squished ino the ranzines Received column without evern
a line's san, and withont warning a couple of *aaagh* short siories are sprung 2o the reader. hey spail bar-
oque *baroc”, ard it doesn't say which editor writes what bit. Uther than all this, the fanzine's quite fund

Nerth America & Cangzgda )

G* Debris 3,4 (John Doston, 295 Baltia 8., Brooklyn, NY 11201, US}A; the usual, inecl. SSAE and publish-
shle newspaper clippings; USQ L; €0p, 4pp.) Very amusmg and unusual fanzine of newspaper ¢Vppings on wne
madnesses of American life: "Clear Heads Teut.: At bearings in Secramento on ‘clothing optioual' beaches, a
rurber of Mible-reading Chyistians' cpposed the propocal o the grounds that Hif CGod weanted hmans 0 go

raked, he wouldn't have given them elnthes, '™ Amazing.

N¥ NG 22 {Vietorin Vayne & Taral, PO Box 156, Stn. D, Toronto, Oni. M6P 373, Canada; o tor USSZ, or
2-for-1 trades if you send your zine to hoth editors; USQ D; 1dpp.) The smaller-scope North American fan-
nish newszine, more interesied in fanzines than cons. Discussion ol the TAAn Awards this issue, ard 2 lunny
piece by Eric Mayer about how he scared his Liitle brother with Nameless Horrors that probably dign't eat
the cat.

N*  File 770 15,16 (Mike Glver, 114974 Gsceoln St., Sylmar, CA 01342, USA; US$2 for 4 issues, with exira
issues of nows or contributicns: USQ D; Z4pp, 18pp.) Two much better issues of America's top zire for fan
news. No.15 hes awards and bricf comments from Sescca, and Victoria Vayne beirg sensible about what sort
of persen should wio TAFF; n0.16 has 2 good series of Seacon reports {excapt for Tan Moule's rather tos gen-
eralised xenophobia), and a sensible letter from Victoria Poyser on how lucrative U.S. con art shows can
nelp rather than hinder fanzine art.

Gyvsy 1 (Joyce Scrivner, 2528 i5th Ave. S, Mimeapolis, MN 55404, USA: aditorial whim or the usual, 'oul
iry the unusual, I like interesting tnings™; USQ D; 11pp, ) Smail personaizine detajling the vicissitudes of
Joyce's move from Philadelphia. Must sct a record for the rumbe+ of bracketed editorial interjections in
Dennv Lien's piece.

S * Janus 18 (Janice Dogstad & Jeanne Gomoll, ¢/o SF3, Box 1624, Madison, WT 53701, USA; $1.75 or %7
for 4 issues, accepted locs, contributions or trades; USQ R1Lj; 54pp.) Superbly laid out and extr>mely weil
illustrated genzine with largely feminist concerns. Book and {ilm reviews, intesviews (usually with acthors
whose work reflects feminist thipking), conreports and other iiems of sometimes good but often variable gqua-
lity, not ail relevant to British readers. Jeanne Gemoll is becoming a very gcod aitist.

Kizkehew 2 ({Clifford R. Wind, #206. 308 Summit E,, Seatile, WA 98102, USA; the usual, or 'tips on the
training of pet carrots'; USQ D; 36pp.) Pleasant, literaie genzine. Reviews by Jon wvustafson & Doug Barhour
Denys Howard on being a temp, and Loren Marlreger on 2o longexr needing a TV: "1 can predict what toie-
vision's going to <o. Maybe I was just more gultible in the 50s, more receptive te utter nonsense. Bul majove
+'s that the men and women who pioneered ip ieievision were more willing to surprise each cther, and so
more gble to surprise the rest of us."

Lsn's Lantecn S {(George J. Laskowski Jr., 47 Valley Vay, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48015, USA; $1.50 or tie
usual; USQ RL; 44pp.) Special Jack Williarason issue, eniively about “im. Hrs a bibliogravhy. Layout and
artwork very uninspired, and the coatants are embarrassinsly sycophantic, even if theve are tributes by big
names from Asimov, Bova, Halderan to Woife ~mong many others. A Hrain-nuwbing fanzine; Jack Witdamn-
son is, I thirk, too nice a guy to be aavthiag cthcor than embarrassed by all this.

Mad Scientist’s Direst 6 (Brian Earl 3rown, 16711 Burt Rd, #£207, Detroit, MY 428219, USA; $1 or the usual;
USQ D; 30np.) Typical senzine, unremariable except for two items of special British interest. Mary Loag
(previously Reed/Legs) reminiscing on the Glok., and 1an Williams's second set of notcrious consuie pen-
pictures of British fans. (Another boob this issue: he cdeceribes Kev Williams but entirely forgets kis major
~laiwe to fame 2s Seacon '79's Opcrations Manager.,
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G*. The Monthlv Monath

754, $9/vear, or the usval {2 copies of your fanzisel; USQ D; 22pp, 1 fpp. ) Four people axe co-publishing tiis
and editing it by rota, so they caun aftord to publisne a fairsized genzine every month. It's vory neatly prod-
weed and has a promising mix of sensible fanush and sercon articles and good avi; if they keep it up it could
become a valuable forum. Collage-iype covers with interesting graphies,

Iy 1,2 (¢/o Robert Ruate, 10957-85 Ave., Edmonion, Alberts, Canada TG 07'S;

i

I'* Mota 30 (Terryy Hughes, £06 N. Jelterson St., Arlinzgton, VA 22105, USA: the usual; USQ L; 20pp.) 4
slightly lacklusire issue of this normally very amusing ianunish {anzine: produced in a bit 0f a TU sh, [ guess,
Lecause it bnd te be ready for the aditor's trip o Europe as winner of the Transatlantic I'an Fund — an hon-
our which indicaies hiow highly he and pis fansive are thought of.

Nebuiousfan 9 (David Thayer, 7209 DeVilie Drive, Tt Worth, TX 76118, USA; $1 or the usual; USQ RX; 2tp
Improving, innccvous gepzine. Falv art, though nothing text-related. Good article by Larry Walz oa coming
into fandom via SF academia; he finds o real harrcier: ... readers and writers bYecoine a large, happy,
heowling Tamily. "

Phiz 9 (Bruce Townley, 2323 Sibtey 5f., Aiexandria, VA 22311, USA; for APA-30 & editorial whim enly; 70
ditto; Spp.) Loony personalzine. A haif-oage Shakespoare joke encls "rou can't meke a Tiamlet without breaik-
ivg eggs. " Yuki

Photren 18 (Allan Beatty, PO Box 1640, Ames, 1A 50210, USA; 40p {cashi) or 4 TRC's or ine usual; half-
SO RL; 4%9p. ) Revival of a zine last published in 157G, DPlewsant if bland; vevricus people briefly discul ity
their personal choice of favourite fantosy beoks, other urticies, and {gosmvoT. s & four pase Sieve Sneyd pocm.
Redeemed somewhat by sorze amusing "Swectness and Laght Fanzine Revicws', which lict what is not wrong

with the zines — I must try this.

G* Rune 56,57 (Lee Pelton & Carol! Kennedy, 2726 Girard Ave.S., #101, Minneapolis, MN 55408, UBA;
the usual, or £1.50 per year to U.K. Agent, Dave Piper, 7 Crauley Drive, Ruislip, Middx, HA4 6BZ; Ut
D; 4Cpp, 40pp. ) When Fred Haskell gave up Rune &le Minneapolis group's clubzine) it slipped back [rom its
tormer bigh level for a while, but il's now getting back to the standard it reached nnder Fred's editorship.
This group cultivate a mad sense of hwmrour nlonz with u genuine interestin SF's development, and it ghows
ir. the zine. Poul Anderson reminisces evocatively about his and Gorden Dickson's vounger days 1n Minnea-
polis, and there are some interesting if incomplete idens from Carol Kennedy dividing people into Leaders,
Fallowers and Loners. Also Theodore Sturgeon's Goli speech at Mivicon 13,

S¥ & F Journal 90 (Don Miller, 12315 Judsen Rd., Wheaton, MD 20906, USA; §1.75 or & for $6. 00, supple-
ments sent free to those mentioned; USQ D; 66pp, supplements 10pp, 22pp, 10pp and 1tpp.) Much delayed due
to illness, the incredibly mecticulous listings in the supplements mention fapzines I produced in 1976, The

m ain zine coniains a huge pile of sensible but dull book reviews: th= best part is an Alexis Gilliland article
sbout ver future of robots, labour shortages, the ozone layver, and ine coming end of civiiisation, Inspiring
stufl,

Starling 37 (Hapk Luttrell, 20th Century Books, 2619 Montoe Sit., Madison, WI 53711, USA: $1.52, $5.00 for
4, or coniributions; USQ RL; 32pp. ) Over a year since the la<t issue of thig longestzblished fanzine abour 51
and "the whole spectrum of popular art and media," it bas undergoue a sea-change and is now smocthly ou-
cet in the same style as Janus, though the sort of contents aren’'t much changed: arcles on jazz (by Ted
White), underground comics, aund U.S. stand-up comedians, A bit of a mish-mash, really. Silly cover with a
clown showing some kids a balloon in a very odd position,

P*  Xenoilith 2 (Bill Bowers, 20 Box 3157, Ciucionati, OH 45201, USA; US$1.50 01 editerial whim; USQ R L
36pp.) Theorsticatly a genzine, this fact contzins intensely porsonal material from and about Bill's friends
tend net-friends). Bill was Fan Guest of Honour at the 1878 Worldcon; if you want ts know the welter o1 good
and bad feelings he went through as a result, read this. Beautifully produced with superb art, as uzual from
Bili (who, of course, set uew standards of visual guality with his orevious big fanwine Outworlds).

Other Countrics

Ariel 2 (Marc Ortlieb, 707 Hamblynn Rd,, Elizabeth Cowns, SA 5113, Australia® the usual; A4 D: 24pp.)
Cloanly produced but otherwise uninspired genzine, redeemed by 2 seven-tine ¢o-ii-yourself Convention
Gossip Report: "At the iime they were ..... out lates in the ..... they were seen to ..... but before o photo
could ba taken fhey veece''s

F#* Bunchy Watches Fanzires 1 (Leich Edmonds, PG Box 103, Brunswick, Vie. 5086, Australia; wrade,
decent ioc or SLAus; A% D; 20pp.} A uew veulture from a very experienced fan, this is almost entirely fanzine
reviews from a faunisk viewgoint; very perceptive and detaiizd without teing malicious.
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Chunder! vol.3, nos.7, 8,9 {Jobn Foys.er, GPO Brx 4034, Melbourne, Vic. ‘%001 Arstralia; $2Aus for 10,
or contributions; Ad D; 20vpp, 20pp, 14pp.) The Australian fannish newszine, hy the winner of GUFF (the Get
Up-and-over Fan Fuad, which paid for him to attend Seacon). Fairly verbose but lively conreports and fan
zine reviews dominate these issues, though occagionally there is even sorac news, T'm looking ferward to
what he has {0 say on Seacon,

Intercom 1 tMarciano Giuseppe, Via Siarrabba 22, 90126 Villagrazia (Palermo), ftalv; 350 lire per issue.
1000 lire for the 3 1979 issues, or 40C) lire for 1980; 22 x 16 cm R¥X; 20pp.) "Newszine di science fiction". it
aays here, and with phrases like 'E pui ecco Peter Weston, il 'boss' dell’ organizzazioue' in its Seacon re
sort who am I to disagree? It looks quite fannish as well as having ST° conlent: worth it if you speak Italiar.

S+  Noumenon 30,21, 32 (Brian Thurogood, Wilma Rd., Osterd, Wniheke Island, Hauraki Gull, Xew Zea-
land; £4 for 10 issues searnail or £7.50 for 10 issues airmail: send mopey to UK Agent, Keith Walker, 2
Daisy Bank, Querrmore Rd., Lancaster, Lancs, or the usual; 10" x 74" RL typeset; ©op, 20pp, 28pp.) For
someone in New Zealand, which you right expect ¢o ve rather out of the way. Brian proauces an incredibiv
lively, informative, up-to-date, and regular fanzine. He aims to produce 10Q issues a yvear, and is keeping it
tp superbly at the moment, Beck, fium and ari reviewas, articles about records .und wergames, and fanzine
reviews ke this mske up most of the contents. There is a steadily increasing number of NZ fans, and they
hgve just the first in a new national series of cenventions — it's all go down there.

Q36 A (Marc Ortlien, 70 Famblynn Rd., Elizahath Dewms, 5A 5113, Austra¥Vii: che usual; A4 D; 34pp. ) Lar-
gely full of forced hvmonr, e.g. the six-page zdilor-writien fannish parody in very sub-Shakespearean Llank
verse and the piece on trogs m SF‘ bui toere are some slightly less dull sereon locs on whether Anne Mc-
Caffrey is feminist enough

SF Commentary 5-,55 (Bruce Gillespie, GPO Box 5195AA, Melbourne, Vic.3001, Australia; $5Aus. for 5,
or the equivalent in £, or some of the usual, I expect; A4D; 30pp, and Q D; 8pp.) No. 54 is a rather going-
through the-motions issue of this sometimes very intellectually stimulating cri.icism zine; it contains Brian
Alliss and Roger Zelazny's contributions 'u-, GoH's ut an Australian con in 1978, but it took ages to publish.
Bruce's mind is on other things, as no. 553 revealed: it's Bruce's report of his wedding, and it radiates
happiness. 1 enjoyed it far more than no. 54.

The West of Minster's Library 1 (Marc Ortlieb, 70 Hamblynn Rd., Elizabeth Downs, SA 5113, Australia. for
APES and tradae; A1 D; 6pp.) Small fanzine reviewzine; fairly sensible, but little mnore detail than this,

The Wheeks Adfentures 33 (Anders Bellis & Ahrvid Engholm, c¢/o Vanadisviigen 13, 113 46 Stockholm, Swed-
en; 1.25 skr per issue, or trade; A4 D; 10pp, with 8pp and 2pp enclosures.) More cheerful but very muddled
Swedish fannish rubbish, with-the bright spot of a literate John-Henri Holmberg article about Forry Acker-
man, who was GoH at at a local con, Other good things ? — well, the staples ar¢ a nice copper colour...

Zelook 3,4 (Forlaget hactrianus, Solliveien 37, N1370 Asker, Norway; the usual; A4 D; 14pp, 10pp.) Cheer-
ful chat on books and zines read. e criticises another faned for noi having hic address in his zine, vet his
own address is nowlzre to be found in his own zine — it was on the wrapper, wiich many people throw awoy il

336336 3 I I K I Ho I Fo N I H HIH I K I HH 3 H K3 H I FHH K I K I WK K KK W KW HH KW KR HH RN HNXXK

LOCUS

Want to keep up with the American sf scene? Read the news before it
appears in lMatrix? Then subscribe to Locus - the newspaper of the sf
field, edited by Charles N Brown. In Britain Locus 1is distributed
monthly by Chiis Atkinson, so contact her at 28 Duckett Road, London
for full subscription details, 4
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Mailbag

Here's our second experiment with a reduced typeface (211 the way through this timel). Greg
Bills suggests we should use double column layout in this reduced type but my typist assures
me that tois would waste too much space, what &o you think?

Anyway, straight into some cententious material from a stalwart 'sexcon' Qcottish fan.

JIM DARROCH, 21 Corslet Road, Currie, Midlothian

Suprised, John, to read that you thought highly of the TIME OUT ur MIND pYog. on Seacon. Wnile I
did enjoy it, the image given of a con was of a very sober-sided affair, with intermincble lec-
tures by pros. I can see how the programme had to be made this way, so as to remain interesting
to the non-cun-going viewer watching it, but it is a share that it came out sc straight. It's
interesting, but have you ever wond:red why we will watch most tv programmes on sf and yet mu.ss
the actuval oroponrents of the art at cons. I mean, at Seacon I zaw Clarke once - -as I walked past
him in a corridor - having missad all his talks etc. I would never have imagined myself as a non-
programme~-going fan (NB: not a fanaish fan); strange.

T
Eve, I agree with your comments re SFWA etc wholeheartedly. n fact, I too hecame a bit pissed
of f at the amazing tendency of the aAmerican authors Lo totally vanish off the face of Brighton
for almost the entire con (with the notable exception <f R A Lafferty!). Your story concerning
Pournelle is most disconcerting and it mekes it ~ven more astounding that he was seen to be
wandering around the “etrolpole on Monday night complaining that the American dead-dcg "party"
did not i.ave anythinc to drink (free booze, in other words). I Jdon't know if this is the place
o say tuis, but I am definitely of the opinion that British sf can do without the "sanobbish"
attitide displayed by the likes of Brunner or (surely; Moorcock. It iz a source of great delight
to me that most British writers are such bloody nice pevple, especially Aldiss, Priest and Ian
Watson, ad infinitum.

what can be done with the Americans. If if must pe known, T wasn't very much taken by the
Anerican fans eather, sorry.

The couple of responsns to my loc concerning YORCON are interesting. I don't really s=2e that a
heavily pregrammed con is not for neos. All I cen Jo is reitereate my previous commuents, .Vis:
1) cons withov* a programme are all very well, but do not help the nee, i.e. fans don't walk
around looking for a lonesoms looking ..eo-type just su that they can say "hi ~ come over and
taik to us, Lila bla bla", they don't. So the assumption that & low-key programme is going to
give the n=o time to mix is nonsense - nL=(she} is going to b2 wishing all the time that he is

trying to mis "I wish there was something on the programme taat I could watch". The point is,
that ost regqular zon-goers are too irvolived in their own circle to be bothered talking to
'strar.gers' - indeud, surely this is why the term "neo" is used ir such a purely cCerogatory way:

those pzople not in a circle are newies and as such to be frowr~d cpon. Wirl somecne please
explain to me why so many fans love to think of themselves s c~4's gift to huaanity? Do these
elitists thinlz that because thev've been in fandom for a relatively long time, that they invented
it and are entitled tu sole possession of conventions? It has aiways struck me as a mark of
gross stupidity that some so-called fanz do not re2d sf (I know ihat & lot of joking gees nn,

bat some “fans" know buager all about 5z, so surely THEY are tie neos?!). 2! What's tne chjec-
ion to.reasonably prog.zumed cons - oh, I see ~ they cost money. Sorry.

xx%x*x* Dhew, there must be some of vou "fanrish rfane" out there willing to cnswer that lou!
‘Since we've made our views only too clear throughout tne rest ~»f this. issue, and pust
issues, we'll let somecne else have the pleasure ~L replying.

Now, staying with the neo-fan "zcchlem”.

RICH ®HILPOTT, 12 GLENBROOK SOUTH, ENFIELD -

Helen McNabb's comments on the "Alienation of the Necfan" are so traes the utter hate garbage
from various giarters and the jargonese are enough to make you puke! Let’s txy and keep up the
comment and the criticism without the. personal back-stabbing.

On the question of the amcunt of physical work to do, such as stuffing envelcpes (especially
when ihe membership reaches 2/3000!) how acout having a fow people Gotted arovnd the ccuntry
to receive bulk Qeliveries and they couvld ther =sort znd post €O individuals. Firxst of all of
course you woul@ need to split the wvhole country inte regions and have a personis) in cach. I
volunteer for London and the Souuth-East!
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I say to the SFWA members' attitude and behaviour, if what Eve has said is typical - get stuffed!
Noxt time perhaps we won't have to go to the effort ol inviting them (and paying for the privi-
lege?).

tk*xx:  The 'how do I cet into fandom' probiem is ore tihat has beset new fans since the year
dot. Everybody 'in' fandom now has gone thrcugh it so it can he done. Your distribo-
tion ideas are worth thinking about ~ I expect Keitih Freeman will have something to
say, but at first glance it would seem more expensive to send each mailing out twice
{once in bulk, a=< then indiviially) end alsc it would reguire sorting.

Eve's comments on cartain SF authors' attitudes brought quite a wide response.

MICHABL ASHLEY, 86 St James Road. Mitcham, Surrey

I theroughly agree with you about the attitude of scme American pros, especiaily dJderry Pournelle,
whose name <ropped up a ccuple of times in your article "To Meel or noft to Mecst.” His dewands
reminded m_. of another incident at Szacon. The "Meet the Celebrities" fiasco (Throw a hal over
a famous SF personality and Win a Frize!) was foliowed by a disce. Of ccurse, itnis Gidn't suit
Jerry Pournellie who was complaining loudly that the "Meet the Celebrities” party was too snort,
ciaiming that more people wanted his autograph than they 4id a disce. The pexson who had te put
up with these hysterical ravings was Bob Shaw who &id his Test to placate Pourneile, Arthur T
Cilarke and a few fans alsc came te the foyer where Pournelie was arguing, and, naturally enough,
an impromout signing session took place, Clarke anc Shaw were friendly and taikative, bul
Pournelle left after a few minutes. Perhaps this wes because not one perscn had asred £oY his
astograph?

Anyway, what the above hopefully illustrates is that Jexrry Pournelle is an excepticn rather fnan
the ruie. I noted that it was ha who demanded on the behalf of the SFWA for a suite. I wondax
what the other SFWA members think of Pournelle?

kxkkx*  Now some reaction from a non-member (send round (= Boys!)

ALLEN BOYD-NFWTON, Luckyard Farm Ccttage, Wheddon Crecss, Via Mineheacd, Somt,

As you prchably know, I started and have been involved in the running of ouvr local fan Group,

one ¢f the members does belong to the BSFA and he showed me a copy of Matrix 26 and Eve's

article 'To Meet or nouv...' cauaght my attenticn. She did raise some valid points and most of us
realise how rarxd she worked in the Fan Room Quring Seacon - though nobody forced her to do »C -
the remark il.at I take exccention to occurred about three guarters of the way through the articlie.
I sympathise to scme extent with her saying auitnors' pexrsonalities can put hex off their bonks,
there’s one or twe writers whose books 1'd enjoyed before I met them, which was just as well or

I might never have got roud to reading them and devnied myself the pleasure of reading some good
bocks. Yes, it Is a valid point, thcougn one should be more opern minded and accept kocoks on thelr
own werit. 1No, wnat I really objected to was a rather unfair attack on John Brunnexr, wihy have
people in british Fandom such a down on him? Eve is by no iteans his only Jdetractor, bat to use

a throw away remark with nothing to back it up is rather uaughcy, I've never understoca this
attitude towards JSohn, who is a fiixe wri_exr and nas helped us, his local fan group. Next time
Zve wants 10 h=ave a yo at nim perhaps she will give some reasons, it is unfair to attack an
atnther's attitvdes without saving what they are, almost as if it is somnething everycne kiaows &
recognizez, which I, for one, don't. As co-aditor of the BSFA's Matriy Zve should know a 1itt
of its past (BSFA, not Matrix). Well, I thirk T'm right in saying tnat John was one of the mos
enthusiastic Thalrmen yau‘ve 2ver had, not only did he attend convention Business meatings - he
insisted on chairing them, ask Xeith Freem:n, he was wvice-chzairman at the time. Well. tnat's my
gripe and I hope smme of it gets into the lccol of Marrir - even ir 1'm not & 35FA menber....
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kxxxxkkx T +hink I had better leave that one <o Eve. "Thanks, John, now beforxe I begin, I had
betier vcint out that I'm tvping this after a goed alcohelic lunch at work - so please
aliow a certain amount of leniency. Well, vou are partielly right, Allen, I should
have exntained the basis for my dislike of John Brunier, but as it's a personal opinion
and I wasn't trying to persuade other people to dislike him, I hadan't thought it
necessary. I'm not sure how many corventions you've Lzen to, but my dislike has built
up over the yeerrs since 1974 when I first really nocti7ed hiw at a con. Wirh so many
people watchina him, John seems to put cn an act, hc appears to despise us mere readers.
This was confirmed when we we.¢ attempting o organi.e the L1978 Eastercon bid. At the
Novaczn in 1976 Simone Walslh: was going around trving +o> ccilect supporting sigpaturaes
for our bid in the following year and she approached John prunner. His reply was
"That's a bit fannish isn’t it?" and walke” off., Well, irs he didn't want toc get in-
volved in conventicn organisacion bec.cuse hi's now a pro, 1 could have understoca, but

Lo make such a derogatory statement, without any qualiflcation, ana Tl wdlh away Li
contempt, seems to me a little high-handed. It is difficult o enuvmerate the other oce-
asions, because as I said to begin with, it's a personal dislike. He just appears to
feel himself superior, never »eally talking to us plebs. Many authors who axe friends
of minc say he is quite nisze when you get him on his own, but he definilely puts on an
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act when in front of his ~public’, and I oersonally dislike anyone who cannot be them-

seif, no mattser what the occaziom. I could go on fOr nours, buc
with, my dislike is parely cersonal and I wasn't

as 1 said to begin
trying to persuade other people to

dislike John Brunner. I'm not exactly cohesrent at the morent, out believe me, iT John

Rrurnner would come up to me and prove otherwise. I woul
hin." (Eve)

GREG HILLS, PO Box 770, Wanganui, New Zealand
Commpent on Averican authors made interesting chewing. I'm not sure I like

G gladly changGe oy opinion cf

e tcone of xenophobia

creeping into 1if ("of course, our writers would never do that"), but that does not mar the basic

noint you made. This sort of snobbishness seems omni-present 1i all cf human soclety - including
random itself. BNFs and WKFs (the lattexr more than the former, probably because of feelings of
insecurity and inferiority) and common OY garden fans (these most of all) tend to sneer wi

little or no justification at neofen. As a result, neonood has become a dirty word. "Have you

heard the latest necfan's blooper?”

Thus irstead of a really healthy attitutde of mutual friendship and aid, tne true atmosphere of

fandom has become cne of a homeostatic internccine war. (Big words, ancd 1l

haven't got my d7ction-

ary. Damn.) Fans entering are subjected fo a battery of contemp*t and indifference. Many ~Z then
promptly drop out again. The ones who stay are the same pickering sort that the fans already in

fandom are, and sc it goes. Eventually a few fans pay break into print.

These fans, raised in

the backbiting, class-ridden world of fandom, naturally are the sort to feel that as people whose

words are considered to be worth money, they are above the common muck and

deserve zi. sorts of

concassions and honours. 2Ané when o few such fans gain control of an organisation such as SEWA -
as they will always tend to - that organisition crovides the perfect fulerum on which they can

nyert Pressure, Just like a Unicn.

I'm glad the SEACON committee did not gave in to the extent or handing out

fyree focd & drink to

the visitors; however, in uy opinion, they should not even have given them a free suite. Absolutec

~aximum concession shouid have been reduced ratc. Look, the £=ct that Worx

ldcers held in the U.G.

give the authors free suites has no bearing anywhere else, If the U.3. fen are so cowed as to do

that, let them., But it is a fetish that should be kept in the U.S. and no

+ taken as reason to

demand the same outside of the U.S. If the con committee S.eS its way nlear to offer such a

suite to vigitors thai's fine; but demands chould bes mat with rerusals.

alan Dorey is an asshole. I don't normally make statements that strong about pecpl:z, especially
not for print; but when 1 see someone telling us how we shcald be setting out to do Greatc Things
in such a patently fatuous way, I just have to sneer. Bs you prxcbably know, I am cue of the

peopler in N3r who are trying to get that cranky, inert iump of farnish tal

ent into —otion. And

one of the biggest impediments tc progress 1is the stupid...the stupid...assholes (uy vocal falils
me) who sit around and knee-jeck mumblie “Oh yes, we must do something, mumtle, girgle, we really
ought to get someone Lo do blah blab snurkle what are you all sitting round for2"

rlan Lorey's piece sounded exactly like these peogie.

Look, there is only one blecdy way to Get ~Things Done in fardom - and that is to go ocut ard

either do cr organise them yourself. Alan has t=ken the first step - he 1

rtt
Fine. But ~hat pcsition means that he is one <f the people who shculd be doing the doings; not

sitting arcund in the Matrix newscol and rumbling irritably at people’s ap

“3F hace an Agent network tHat is world-wide. We have agents in the U.5.,

g on the 2SFA committee.
}..
athy.

3ritain, Poiland, wZ,

Australia, South Africa. The network is not yet rully operacive, but we have the bones cf 1it.
w2 have the bones because scomeone aciually went out and asked fans if they would do it. They

didn't say 'dn you want to do iw?' and then leave thce person on their own.

The asked 'please

ido it' and kcpt tuem fed with info ar.d pep until that person startec moving. In case you arc

:interested, the British Agents for No& are Keith Walker (cf Fanzine Fanati

que infame) and Roger

Waddington. They can take £ 1or NOF memhership and pass them on. No currency fiddles...
anyway, W3F has this network, 1is that the end cf it? Oh, no! Tt required constant communication
and persuas.on vo keep it ticking ovixr until we get organised enough to use it right. If we just

let thinge be, it will soon coliapse.

and so we come to BSFA. The only way for the ESTA o achieve anyihing is

if it takes positive

staps, with the reople wanting acticn actually doiny the work. And cnce a project is begun, the

person insticating it must stick with it in order to keen it on the right

path. No, don't ask

me “o heln. I'm cinly active in BuFA to the evtent of lcccing tne zinss and maybe soon using a
couple cf the services. I'm over-extended as is, in NZ, Bustralia and the u3. If I tock on

BSFA work as well, I'd just muff the lot. One thing I cin do, thouah, is

try acting as liaison

between N3F and BSFA.. There cannot be ¢nough tles betveen these twe clubs. I am runmiing for N3F

Lirecter this vear, thougis I do not yet know whather will win or lose.
it that C3FA promotion material sent to N3F is distriuuted with its zines

1f I win, I will see to
and at Cons; if BSF.L

will do the vice versa. Ycu all enjoyed SEACON, didn't vou? A freoxr access to US fanlom could

well hep you have more such, more often... and N3F is an access route

*xx%+* Boy, words fail us! 7€ you fe=i that Alan Dorey is a perscn who is all morrth and nc

work then you obviously haven T been reading your Matrix recentiy.
more worried that he is doing 3o much bEz'll burn himenlf ocuat.

In fact, we are all
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1 think vou might have a good peint on N3F, perhaps their British agent wcould like to
tell us move, how about it Keith? Alan's plans for the future of the BEFA have given
others food feor thought, kesides Greg.

STEVE_B INCE, 5 Ctterburn Street, Hessle Road, Hull
I read with great interest the article by Alan borey on the future of the BSFA. I agree with much
of what he said and I would like to put forward my own ideas Or extensions of his.

It strikes me that an increase in the membership shculd be as swift as possible as a gradual incr-
ease would not supply the initial money to start on’ new ventures. Perhaps one way of doing this
would be to make the BSFA more attractive to members of local clubs by offering to help with
events or jointly run events with them. Pexhaps other people can come up with othex schemes.

Payin.. someone to oversea the production of magazines is all very well f(and will be linked with my
earlier point of a swif* rise in memberships) hut you still have the problems of stuffing envelo-
pes. Perhaps as a science fiction group we could develop a device to attach to a monkey's brain
to raise his intelliigence enough te stuff envelopes. Feedind it bananas should be cheapexr than
paying someone. But sesrxiously, stuffirg 2,000 envelopes would be very boring.

The relatisnship ror the BSFA with publishers/radioc/TV should be that the people thinking of doing
a TV progrumme, say, could ask for our advice or ask how they could get in contact with certain
people who might give the start they want. Perhaps there ¢ ald evan bc a consuitant attachoed to
the BSFA for TV/radio who couid point out such and such a set i3 ridiculous recaus€......

The point about employing the person to see to the magazines 1s & good one and because this will
not take up the whole of the two montus between mailings his position could als~ cover the estab-
1ishking of contacts with the librariec and so forth that was mentioned. Also, hetter contact with
local and university groups would be a good thing. Ccn committees could, through the B3FA, reach
a wider audience. If the BSFA could work out =ome way to get large groups into cons at slimghtly
redr ced prices this would be a better ~ning, toc. Some ideas of mine which are vperhaps a bit
amuch: the BSFA rould set up its cwn publishing company fperhaps as a subsid. of anothexr, majcx
company) for bczks and magazines that wouldn't normally com: to the fore. If Focus is doing ~%

well as pcople suggest (I personally thought it was very good) perheops this could be dev:loped
irto a fully prcfessional magazine.

T wish Alan Dorey every success with his plansg and stard behind him. I wiil do anything I can tQ
help rcvitalise tha BSFa.

ANDY BOBBS, Riverlyn House, Havering Lane, Notts
Alan Dorey is a very amusinghﬁrlter a2t times and I found his bit in M25 very readable. Howaever, I
very much duabt whether I would have heen as interested in it if I had zead it in MZ0 - my first
mailing and my first tentative step into fandowm, a realm of existence I had no previous knowledge
of. Alan, our revered chalrman, presents a picture of total disinterest in science fiction per se
and for a comnlete neo (no, I'm rot: I went to Seacon: Gosb wow. Don't print this bit) taic

could be, to say the least, rather disconcerting. OK, he presents a few items oFf news about the
BSFA in his piece, he acks for comment and criticicm about the mailings ana generally ares all the
things a chairinan shoula when acdiessing his minioprs. In this case I don'.L think that using the
word minions is wrong - Rlan secens to be presenting himself as a very tongue in check (or aicof,
devending on your degree of ’'nechcod') chairman.

I don't think that the chairman should be straight-jacketed into writing serious and meaningful
tracts for the membership. Iliowever, new readers and members will expect to find a certaian affin-
ity with their chairman; to the extent that they can at least relat2 to him beccuse he 1s a rfel-
low science fiction reader. Alan just does not convey this impressicn at all. Naugnty.

i ILLIAM PATNS, Flat 13 G Tocil, University of Warwick, Coventry CvV4 7AL

Future of tne 35SPA. If the organisation ig to expand, or even to survive at its current level
times of menazarial shortage or, God forbid, tcotal incompetence, -ome forr. of paid help 1s vital.
This applizs especially to the mailing which is not ouly the iifeblood of the corporate existence
of the BSTE as a group but also drains aforesaid klooa from the ponr wretches who have to pul 1t
together (I gsther from hearsay). A paid employee (most are) requices money. Evcn if it is only
temporarily employed or is shared with (say) tne SF foundatiorn money is still required. So far,
I gather, the finances of the BSFA are too small to contemplate money on this scale wicacut feel-
‘ng weak in the snine of the account b>cks. Ergo mcre merbers. Ah, can't have more members
until... This is known as the Blocdy Taxes Paradox, because when it occurs in business it .s
usually blamed cn high raies or taxation.

The way to get round it is to stay still, or even regress to a membership of 450 ox so. Thosu who

felt loet with me at Seacon might ponder just what a BSFA «with 2 2N00 strong membesship would be




Like, and I think we should get some sort of idea as to whether sucin a behemoth cof
fannish organisation is possible cr desirable. Given that it is, just asking for
suggestions is a fruitless way of seeking a route there. Far better 1is to put sug-
gestions and bhave them shot down by helpful idiots who write 'No, my idea (which I
have had since 1977 but did not want to trouble you with) is far better than yours
because...'. An open ended cry for help regqulres positive action, seldom forthcom-
ing. Many closed ended suggestions covering the same ground elicit negative critl-
cism in wast amcunts (even, you will be amazed to hear, in the placid lettexr colwum-
ns of the BSFA) into which some helpful comments leak purely by accident. Could
we therefore have sur resident expert company secretaries, librarians, publishers
etc. to name a completely random few suggest wWays their own little patch could
help the birth pangs c¢f the Bigger Science "iction Association for us peasants to
be rade akout. My suggestioa is that we, that is you, think seriously about
either restricting rew nenmbership cxr putting the mailing ona gquarterly basis until
we sorted out where we are going, let alone how we are going to g2t there, as
.otherwise clouds of steam will begin t£o burct fron committorial ears as ihey
collapse from overwork.

T am glad to see that Matrix is at last taking Dr Who seriously. Many other TVOF
programs are badly malign2d4 by the SF community. The question 'Does Captain Kisk
suffer severe constipatirn' {(fcr who has ever seen him relieving himself?
{5 never content te stay still on that bridge very long) and 'How muck magnas
goes inte the allovs making up the basic infractructu.e of the Liberator?’ (w1
the showers of sparks whenever it goes wrong) are seldom asked in fandom and 1
think this situgation suould be altered. Let's face it., They should never be
asked. Personally I tkink some w2mbers of fancdom would be more interested in a
homosexual ¥r RBaker than Dx Who.
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ANDY SAWYER, 59 Malloxrvy R4, Birkenhead, Mexrseyside TL42

L e — —

Alaa Dorey is making the right noises as chairman and I wirh him luck. Before
publish- rs comz tco the RSFA for advize oOr information, thev have vo be &ware of us
and bhopefully Tave Langford's Press rReleases will increase this awareress. (As a
persnonal note, I was recently asked for some info-mation on SF by a children's
book publisher and took the opportuuity there to mention +the BSFA). I1've alwayc:
been dubious about a paid 'administrator' and I still taink tih,ere are nroblems but
to keez the preseat healthy impetus Alan talks about goinrg sozething mwst be Jone,
and the alternativos offer egual if not more problems. Perhaps if somecne wWas
peid to zo-ordinat: the BSFA %ind look after equipment - such a3 the litho machine,
if that i3 obtaired - the Committee would have more control and somethinag could be
done about items which “"Adisappear“®. I would suggest that the Committe~ prepare a
proper report on the altermnatives, financial and otherwise, facing us, and present
it in the near future to be discussed in Mztrix.

e - &

Paperback Parlcur was an improvement over the prewiouws issue which surprised nme
hecause T got an impression which ¥ never thought I'd get Irou something with Joe
Nicholas 2t the helm - that he wasn't quite sure what tc do with it. I Ao think
that it is still not up to the standard of Phil Stephensen-Payne's editions; Phil
attempted to list as complately as possible nevw EF parerracks, with at least a few
words on each: Jce is going for wore lengthy reviews with consequently a long list
of "books received”™ at the end. Tf a baonk deserves nalf a paye or mcre of cenment
review it instead (or as well) in Vector. At the moment we ace gebting ncither
in-deptl reviews or succint 'capsuing;Eviews. PP2 should aim consistently for the
latter.

(flaving beenr critical I must admit that I thought Tave Lanyfordps review of the
Laitar hoots to be a perfect ew.nxple of a short review which manages to make rele-
var% general statements about the genre and the author and then go on to make

pes sicular critical comments in the lignt of those genexalities 1in the space of
thr.:e short paragraphs. Other reviewers, please taXe notel)

o o

An interesting and varied ietter column. I'm in favour of thc reduction, il you
car @amage it. 1 =22 Alau Marshall is still actually watching Dr Who - "wnile
eating my rea® indszdt  For what it's worth, "The  Pooh Porplex”™ - the boox 1
ass.uae Alan refoens to is funny because tha Pooh »ooks are so vbviously gooa that a
satire on litera.y analvsis aimed at thes is going t» hit the target because, as
the ~nalysis is wo.thwhile, wilil ccme up with something worth rezding becauce the
purpose of criticism is to illuminate a text, sending up the process of ana.ysit-
is going to increase the pleasure. Tt's when what is analysed is bel that we get

E—————
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the kind of nit-picking guestions Alan poses at the end of his first paragraph. because there's
no stimulus for intellectual argument. Tncidentally, I°4d better point out, because it's not
clear from the original guotation and it's context in alan’s letter whether he or Spiderxr

Robinson are actually aware of this, that "The Pooh Pervlex” (if it is the book they mean and not
something else entirely that I've not ccm= across) is actually meant to be iunny. “analysinag”

Pooh from various standpoints including Jumgian, Marxist, and Freucdian. As I've said, it wouldn't
be such a strong joke if s.ch analysis was %otally irrelevant oY if the Pooh books were thirc-

rate hackwork and as such is totally aliems to what Alan 1is anathemizing, wrich is second-rate
nitpicking of thiré-rate works.

Having said that, I think it's self-evideu®t that Dr Who sends itselif up rotien and has done ever
since Tom Baker apveared on the scene, and I'm siprised that Alan hasn't noticed were of this.
It’s gone through & stage a copule of yesars ajo waere it was trapped by its own convertions and
somecne seems to have realised that in such a case the only thing to do is %o use those conven-
tions and point them out, playing with them ro*her than using them as crutches. Ox, in other
words, camping the wunole thing up:

A mems to Mary Gentle: I do know wo people who thought LOTR was the best thing they'd ever
seen. 'Thev are, however, seven anl Ffive years of age... with immense sadness, 1've not been able
tn bring myself to see the film.

#x%k%* We'll come back to LOTR and Dr Wha shortly, but for now here's sope more Yeactica Lo
Paperback Parlonur.

CHYNFOR JONES, 34 Bryn Gwynt, Amhoch Port, Agnlesey, Gevnedd, Wth Wales

T couldn't agree less with Keith's feeling of 'disappcintwent' with the centent ol Paperback
Pariour. Since when has it been the singular privilege of Vector to pront dreaxy e = R
aﬁject to the gatscrashing of swuch a worthy cause? Though, someone must explain to me how to
succeed in heing both 'dreary' and ‘clever' at the same time! Seventyfive perceat (1f not more)
of the twoks reviewed in Vector have the dubious distinction of being ludicrously priced tfard-
covers. As I have stated befcre I cannot afford tc gorge in this (what ic for me) dche exclusive
end of the market catared for by Vecter. #yr limitad incursions into the land of the hardback has
been to forage for *+he illusive tcoffee toble' refarcnce books rn the genre someone menticned in
the last issue and 1he classics such as Fcunmdation aud Dune. The fact that the editor of
Paperback Pazlour does not like a certain nawvael I think is ivrelevant, penple buy bcoks no marcer
what tne cricics say. I treat critics as inzormed signposis nct as omnipostent, pedint.c gods. I
think that Paperback Parlour provides a very good service on the whole a~d I hope it will corntinue
to do so for years to come.

*kkxk* Now fcr some criticism cn Matrix.

£§UL DEMBINA, 29 Bowcroft Cres, Finchlev, Lomdon N3

Firstly, the cover, I cidn’t like it mich. X rzally Aon’t see the relevance of thes Village Pecple
»o Sceience Fiction, what with that and that message plascerad over the top of the page, well it
made me cringe a bit. You see, I like to read my mailing on the tube to cnllege but goodness
knows what people thought I was reading (perhapc Matrix the magazine of the Britishi Sirnging Fags
Association). o

Another sore point with me is the continued waste of space givem up o interpinable lists of fan-
zines, it was much too long this issue. If ypoa must have 2 canzine secti~n kegep it Jdown fo a
covple of pages only. Then you can review a Few in depth sc th.t at leac* vou get an idea of what
the fanzine is like. Otherwise it's a case of ploughing through the list

like tiie look of (cbviously this must be a factor inwvolved in the namin
some of the names).

W2
O
h [F

Whatevsr heppened to SF Media News. It secems to have left a g#p that has not been filled i.e. not
a single film review for a couple of mailings let alene other i :dia avents. I've been waiting for
vour opinion on "Alien", a film I thoroughly enjoyed. It was coumpetently acted ( you can't expect
too much from people playing seccnd fiddle va a uunk of flesh, teeth, and what can only be descri-
bed as slime), excellently photographed (the hest alien 1've ever seen) ard suparply edited. The
cension was kept at bresking point by not allowing us to see too much of the creature.

Finally a plea from thc heart, is this the end of Elmer T Hack? Bz isn't{ in the last Vector, T
just help it's caly with a swall hangover from Seacon (drinking away his sorrow at not winning the
Huge with his novel "On the Run from Snogbroazian Comblebrackers®.

*#%xt* Chame about the cover, we all thought it was a g=2d laugh. Jim Taiker was qulte amused at
- 'The British Singing Fags Association®™ -~ you could start a new *rend! As to Media News 1t
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shorld be in this mailing - I've missed 1t Teo.

CHK(S EVANS, 32 Balfern Grove, Chiswick, Longon W4

The short answer to Pill Bains's queries about our ~ditorial policy regesding fiction for Focus
(I.etters, last issue) is that Rob and I are przpared Lo consider 2s open-mindedly &s possible
any manuscripts (of vp to 5,000 words) which ars sent to us. We txy very hard not to be rude Cr
curt in our replies to pwople who submit stories which we can't use; aftexr all, it’s only our
cpinion, ané we don't claim to have 2 monopoly on wiscom. We will also try, wherever possible,
~to give reasons why we felr unable €O do so. However, it's inevitable that most of our replies
will be —clatively short, since we are editors of a magazine seeking suitable material for publi-
cation, and not a "'teach yourself to write' correspondence schocl™ as Bill himsel € puts 1c.
Neither Rob nor myself would pre<unme the erpertise for such a role, and in any casz we don't
have the time to write lengthyv appraisals of every manuscript we receive since both of us are
trying to pursue our own writing caraers outside of editing Focus. We sheould have more 9 £ay on
this subject in our editorial in the pext issue of the magazine but there's no reascn Way anyone
shouldn't submit work to uas which they themselves bulieve in. Part of thz avewed functicn of
Focus is to showcase developing talen:, and w='d e cutting our own Lhroats if we adophted a snheer-
ing and snobbish attitude towards potential contribulcrs.

One thing which is wocth reiteratirg, though, is that contributions or gureries regquiring a persc-
nal respoase should be accompanied by an s.a.e. {f return/reply is required. A number of peorle
axe forgetting this, and thu, putting an agditional strain on our alreaqy limited budget. In
future, we won't be apvle to return matexrial or reply to guesticns which con't have covering post-
age, sinca neither ou. pockets nor tne Focug account is healthy enovgh for such extravagance.

Having said this, I'd still like to renind people to send us any general queries, criticisms oY
suggesticrz which they mignt have (covzring postage weuldn't be needed for such gussticns whicn
we could run in the mag). Although we're pleased by the generally positive response to the first
issue, we're disappointed with the relativelv small numcer of loc's we've received sc far. F¥Fcous
like Matr.x and Vector, 1o a service to BSFAL maawbers, ani unjess we get some constructive feed-
back (b2 it positive or negativy) it's qoing to be difficult to judge whether we're providing

the kine of articles and items which people want.

So Gon't just sit there - write!
70 Finally on the BSFA mailings -

DAVE ELLIS, 6 Talisman Walk, Saltcoats, Ayrsnire

in response to dlan Yarwood's epistle in Matxix 2. from whici: I gather *taat he is not specific-
allv too enaroured with Fantasv Trader and consequently would be wzll pleased to see it disappear
from BSFA mailings: this rajises scome interesting (oxr not as the case may be) ideas cn now to
combatl tiie BSFA's rising costs. Perhaps, somewhcre on the mailing l1ist, there is sciecne who
intensely disiikes Matrix. There may alsc be someonc who bsolutely Loathes Vector. Maybao,
ancrher detests Focus or finds Paperback Parlour Puerile. There.ore these publications could
also be removed from the mailings, thus cutting expendi.ure {at a stroke) to a fraction of its
present. level. Now if we ccould just find somebody who really hates brown manilla envelopes....

Sericusly though, I have another solution to youxr problem Alan. There 1s, as vet . no unalterakle
BSFA edict; no supreme directive; no unwritten elmventh commandment, to the effect that, thou
shalt peruse all material sent out by the BSFA. Tn short, if you don't ilke 1t don't read it.
There will be nc major repercvssions -~ I doubt if anywone wili eveua come round to sihiove bamboo
shecots up vour toenails.

kx TkES Now, as prcmised, more on the LOTR film.

ANTEONY DIVEY, 47 Ridlevy dve, vest Ealing, London wi3

BEs a menler of the BSFL for 2 year:,PI have at last been stirred cut ol my apatuity by Maxy Gentie's
ietter (M2S) on Bakshi's 'Lerd of the Rings'. OX so she didi 't like it, fair encugh, but I find
rect of her criticism unjustified. '

Firstly, she complains that parts have been caut out and then myans about it covering only the
f:r-t half of the bcck. Wwhat does she want - the whole pook condensed inte two hours? To film
a ook in two parts is perfectly valid, =s in Bondercluck's Wer and Peace' for example. 10

edit out the earlier advencures of the hobbits seems reascnacle enou;h especially the rataer
unbelievable Bombadil (zan vov ‘magine how he'd come over?) similarly the substitution xor
Glorfindel avoids the introa:~tion of a redundant character whoece contribution, as an individnal,
is negligibie. Bakshi's jcpn wis to make a 'film -f the bock' not to recreate on celiuloid each
separste page »f the text., ~The animation style it<elf is a perscnal thina, you either lik~ it o«
you don't. However, I can't agree with all ner criticisms. what did she expect the dwarvss to
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look like? They'fe supposed tc be short with Iong beards aren't they? If anything Tolkein's
descriptions come cut of 'Snow White® and Bekshi was just following them. Tolkein's descripticn
of the Balrog is very vague and with so little to work on the Bakshi intexpretation werked well
enough. 2And, to be honest, the book does support the notion of camp elves. I'll agree with her
on one point - the Ent was awful. I found the Black Riders guite sinister (apart from a passing
resemblance to Richard III) and the 'rhyme and reason' was explained in the first five minutes -.
what was she doing then? The film doesn't specify 'this is a pteradactyl’, sure it looks like
one, but the book's description sounds like one.

Three other hardened INVIR readers were also impressed by the film, and yet all of us must have
had different conceptions of the characters and events. I'll agree that the speed of the film
could leave the uninitiated behind - nevertheless it is still visually impressive. To call the
film 'rubbish' is scarcely an objective statement It i3 a matter of taste. If anyone out there
2s thinking of o2eing the film do so, you might even enjoy it providing you don't hold the book
in the reverence that Ms Gentle appears to do. '

Finally, I thought that Gollum, sureiv one of the toughest characters to put Gver ever Crc ated,
was excellent. Jewish? Well, maybe he was. Wno knows, in part II Sauron might turn out co be
West Indian.

SRRk Well, I did ask if anybody had enjoyed it. Now back to the War of *he Tawdis,

MR. X YUEN, 23 Monmouth Ave, Sale, Cheshire

————

I enjoyed the Matrix Mailbag (26), especially Alan Marshall's letter disparaging the luckless
Mz k Greener. It is a great shame (and a damm auisance) that the state of TV Science Ficuion

has <egressed to its present and still falling level. Sucn stersotypes as Dr Who, (previously
dealt with by 4i.M.) Blake's Seven (an occasicnally interescing and original story-line usuvally
squashed bv embarrassing special effects. For example, it bodes ill whern the Jontrol curfaces
ave operated Ly cxtremely sophisticated and advanced mechanical arms sucn as the defice which
illuminates my table) and Logan's Run, {(*he mere <act that this features an otremely good-
loocking firl flouncinrg around in skimpy clothes with practically nothing on uncderneath is not
reascn enoush for me to watch it. I can assure you of that. (?) ) ar=s but a few off the mc.a of
pulp designed ic fced the puerile fans who still wonder why Australians don't fall off the E.rthn
and those nescient suppressives determined to gaive serivus Science Yicticn 2 pbad name. An excep-
tion to this came in the guise of Quatermass, recently shown on the ITV network. A refreshingly
original production. I hope there are more like it (Dream). Battlestar Galactica ir cpening
here chortly, reputally red-faced and squirming-in-armchair stuff. I reserve .y opinion.

I realise that many readers would consider me ccgmatiu, perhaps excessively co ana most wculd
disagree with me strongly. Well, I'm not about to chance my views but I will eertainly listen tgo
other peocrle’s,

% Rikn ik What did anybody eise think of the new Quatermass - I only saw one episcde so I'c like
to know wiat you thought of it. Another item I missed (twice - I'll be drummel ouv* of
the BSFA] was a recent play on Radio 4.

AIKE BRAIN, 2 Paddock ilav, Highwer Kirnerton, Chester
At lasi scmething has drddsui"my enthuslasm to wiite a LoC, and its about the play on Radiu 4,
broaadcaest on Monday 19th Neovemieor. Who is this Steve Gallagher - has he wriptan any uovels or
short storics with an SY theme, kecause his play "An alternative to Suicaide" {ncit exactly an
inspiring title) wrs very good. Naturzally it appeared to contain concepts used kv popular SF
aucthorg, and even come titles. Just to give you an idea, the plot contains sub-plots relating
to Iron 3rtax, Dark Star, Gateway, Collapsars, Singularity Travel, Clones, First Alien Contact,
Mental Cybkorgs (conditioning), Talking Computers, ana Scoutsiiips (wingmen).

The play had a "fast ar~tion" plot and gooéd characterization, alsc the background ausic/effects
was not obirusive. I believe this is an aucthor/ploywright te watch out for, and if it's not too
late, I'd like te includ2 him in the nominations, along with the January 1579 erisode of

"Hitch Ricker's guide to the Galaxy" where Zaphod Czeblebrox is eaten by the Bugnlatter beast of
Traal, fox the BOFA award. Any news of a uew serics of BHGTTG?

REN See the news section avout HHGTTG. In M26 Steve Ince brought up the topic of artiests
ve iLllustrators, a graphic artist replies.

BUSSAHIN R MOE“%LD__’ﬂhginghhroe Road., Londcn S%Wi6H
Whatbt doeo Mr Ince moan, "l'rue art has to come from the artist..."? Where o_so woull it come
from? *This connot arply o all bock covers.' Making ®hat point? That illustration is not art

because the artist is <nly doing it to earn money and has put none of '"himself' into it? What
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utter nonsense. 1Is this by any chance yet another attempt to draw a firm iine around some human
endeavour so that it can be 'defined?' The graphic work attached is an exampie of the work 1 pro-
duce half-a-dozen or wore times a week. Normally I only have a few fours per piece which often
leads to endless muttered curses, pointed snapping and the odd burst of parancia. My charts and
maps are illustrative - they are also art. For this reason. They are not meant to be profound,
or didactic or analytical, just iuformative for the folks who read the articles. But, I do care
how well they emerge from the heads-down-on-the-~Letraset system. I worry that they aren't clear,
that I put the capital city on the wrong side of the river, that - well I'm sure you get the idca.
The care makes it art (of course if may well lock as if I don't care, but if so it's bad workman-
ship, not attitude) not I think the purpose. Somebody stand up and tell mc that Michael Whelan
cared nothing at all about his cover for 'Fires of Azeroth'. (I shall die if himself hears that
~omment and says he didn't care!) Even crummy tunes is art if the composer was trying his best.
Criticise his lack of style, impoverished imagination, lousy technique, whatever - but isn't it
perfectly futile to argue is it art or is it not? As one or more famous S¥F authors have said on
more than one occasion, there are easier ways of making a living than writing SF - ox illustrating
it, or making films based on it. I think 'Alien' is a large and pretty pile of cobblers. London
Transport cconld with ease drive all their buses through it without touching the sides. But it has
an abindance of fascinating moments. I'm certain the failure is due to their really not understa-
nding what they were about. Take a quick look at the current issue of American Cinematographer
and you'll sce what I mean. Lotsa woxrds, but what are they actually saying? They didn't know s0
they just kept talking. Even so it's art because a lot of exacting work went into it asd defini-
tely more than two people had some serious ideas to expound. '

il Finally, some thoughts on the value of sf criticism from:

DAVE WEBB, 136 Serpentine Court, Bletchley,. Milton Xeynes

Wwhat I take exception tc are the various contributors o Vector and Metrix who accuse SF recders
of reading,all ihe cxrap that is put out by nublishers. I fail to see Liow readers can distinguish
the Good Stuff from the unmeniionable unless they read it. Obviously even I don't go into my
local W H Smiths and buy a glossy covered paperback titled (for example) "Ferry Rhodan No. 437 3/8
"The Squidgy Green Thing From The Unmentionable Mocns of the Planet o? Death". However I must
adisit to baving purchasod some pretty dire hackwork. A recent example, i. that witnout knowing
anything about the author I cbtained a cop, of Alan Dean Foster's "Icerigger". Having read what

I can oniy describe as the most juvenile drivel ever to grace ..y kookshelf I am unlikely ever to

read anotheir book by Foster.

But hold on there! Even the besi authors kave times when their typewritcers refuse to produce
good literature. Is it fair to condemn an author after reading only on2 of his novels?® However,
having no read Vectc> 95 and Matrix 26 I have come acyoss several unccuaplimentary reflrences
which leaZ me to suspect that Mr Foster is not the most respected SF authoxr around.

So perhaps the reader of SF should only buy what is recommended in reviews and articles. But then
he his relying on the impartialicy of the reviewer. Eve Jdarvey stated In “ioc Mz2et or Not to Mcet"
that Lier reading ol a novel is affected by her knowiledge of the author. I'm damn sure that any
true fan would 2dmit to having similar biases. In any case, no :two people have th2 same tastes
so I'm quite likaly to enjoy a novel that has been gutted by a reviewer, or conversely hate some-
thing which is halled as a masterpiece of SF. It's not even poceible nowaduays t£e rely on good
literature from a pock with "Hugo Avard Winnor® {or worse still “Hugn Award Winning Author®)
splurged across the front in GIANT saudy letters. In my youth I was cextain that ail such book=
were worth savouring slowly and, sure enough. I was rewarded wifth such aelights as "Dunpe" aud
"Leftr Hand of Darkaess™. Fowever, of recant ye<ars nothiny secems to have reached those heights.
Okay, such novels as "The Forever War" and “"The Gods' Themselves" were gJood Zun at the time, but
they don'’t live on in my memory like the aforementioned novels do. Having attendad Seacon I can
begin to understand why. It seems an odd system where because the Americans out-numbercd avery -
one else 2:1 that the winnsrs were the must popular writers in ithe USA at the moment. 4if it was
published in Britain but not the other sige of the Atlantic it didn’t stand a <nowball's chance

in Hell. ¥Furthermore it seems that most winners (and probabliy other Amcrican nominees) are pro-
ducers of coffee~tabla books that everyone reads vwhen first published, but has forgotten about a
yeaX or so laker.

1 did not vote in the Hugo Awards. This was becaise I had not read the works rominated (were they
all freely available in Europe?) and could see little poiat in votirs for my favourite authors.
The awards are for the material nominaiced not because Anne McCaffery or foger Zelaznr has writien
some popular stuff n the pes* which I heve enjoyed. Talking to other uembers of Seacon this
teemed tc be a common complaint. 1t seemed particularly sad that something like the supero
"Hitch-likers' Guide" was beaten by a big budget. movie like "Superman”. The latter m~v have been
great entertairwenc, but it was hardly great SF. In fact, T would hosicate in ~abelling it OF at
all. Again it's a case of the "Film of the lomeunt"™ with all “he spec.al effects blowing the ininds

of highly susceptible Yanks. I look forward to seeing it on TV (probably at Christmas) in about
five years' time.
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THE ONLY-~-JUST-MADLE-IT BIT

fes, I did say that was the last letter of this issue but two more have arrived since I wrote
that, so let's squeeze them in. First here's Keith Freeman with some further comments on topics

already raised.

KEITH FREEMAN, 269 Wykeham Road, Reading
Eve, obviously, took this cpportunity to let off steam - though whether her article will have any

effect is arguable. Jerxy Pournelle, for one reason or another (maybe he's just loudest) appears
to be the leader of the "fans should only adore me at a distance" brigade. He's said, publicly,
that fan. make no difference at all to his book sales... I feel it's rather funny, having heard
that statement, that he should say, in the October issue of Analcy, that fandom couwld influence
the American government and get them to spend more money on the space programme. How can "an
organization containing 100,000 ‘hard-core' members... that has excellent monthly communicatlons..
has the abili:y to persuade over a million people to pay several dollars each to read its litera-
ture,.. holds annual conventions attracting thousands... several hundred informal newsle*ters

{his words) ke lightly dismissed, by him, as having no effect whatsoever on his book sales?

Luckily, here, it seems that the majority of the authors are far friendlier towards fandom (and
your list could be extended by a lot of other names, Eve). I used to see toc much of Bcb fhaw
(but he’'s been on a diet this last couple of years). 7Tndeed, I don't think there are any British
SF authors (and several Americans who aluest qualify as British, 'cos they attend so many of oux
conventi.as) who attend Cons who do not mix extensively and are {(in my experience) very readily
approacn..ole.

rr7e then joes off on a Mt of a side-+rack... the problems of liking authors and liking (or not)
“heir works. Apart from John Brunner's name entering the article here (and, possibly, to some
people becoming attached® to the 'non-apprcachable-authors' group - which is certainly wrong) I
feel this whole point is another topic entirely. 4 am, luckily, compietely uninflvenced by my
knot..edge of an author when I'm reading » book... other than my knowledge gained through his (h=r)
books. That is co say whether I like (or otherwise) an author-in-the~flexh I am not influencec
as to whether I i1ine (or otherwise) their books. Could this situation arise in cny other jenre??

Alan'~ views on the future of the BSFA suffer from cne sligh- fault - althougn full of valiA
roints and commente it suffers from a lack of positive plans. Broad, sweepinyg, stetements are
very uplifting - but let’ s hear how he's going to increase the membership, how he's going to rake
che transition Zxrom the pre ent m=111*7 saot-up to a professional one, how he's going tc turn the
BSFA inio a clearing house fur news 2tc. We can all nod wi<ely and agree with his points of view
but the crunch ccmes when turning them into reality.

Hugh Tavies makes some vz2lid points (he rmiutions my name, I mention his - thus are the pages of
Matxir £illed;. 1 aoticed his letter in Computing(as he says) and sent him scme BSFA bumpf. Do

others do this (if not, why not??). Probable ancwer is that. they haven't suitable bumpf tc send.

Perhaps Alan could gct a volunteer s¢ that if people read letters (trade papers, general papers -
rall, anywvhere) they could scnd a card with the uame/address on it and an envelope of recruiting
material could be put intec the post. Another advantage (I've just thought of) about a single
volunteexr doing this is that if several people noti~e something the recipient will only get one
envelope of recrulting material! On this same supject I was at a bocok sale the other week and ¢ot
talking to one of the oryanisers. He was, he said, very interested in SF buu had had to scll nis
~ollection (wish I'd know. alout that!); I asked if he knew of the BSFA? Answer (as expected) was
no!: Well, after all we've unly been going 20 odd years... Even more interesting was a taought I
had - I'm sure he could have been persuaded to have a pile of BSIa bookmarks tn give away...
I'‘'m cqually sure other organisers of book-sales {(even tnose not interested in SI) could also he
easily persuaded -~ after all scmething civen away is not going to hurt tnem is it? Any thoughts?

Peter Crowther makes a valid point on thke 'value' of Vector, Focus, Matrix and their price tags.
If I remember r:ghtly the prices were calculated on the simple basis of it being more expensive
to buy ail the publications rather than becoming a member! Sc¢, I think, the value of the various
publications must still be worked out on the basis of are they (all) worth £6 a year (and remem-
ber other services that £6 includes).

If Dave Lewis thinkc the "'ole arguments about the gost ¢f litho” is solved k7 buying a machine
he's living in cloud-cuckoo-land, not Suffold. No, perhaps he's right, the old arguments are
solved ~ but a whole lct oOf new ones rear their gly heads... cost of paper/?gzymasters etc, cost
of storing same (OR problems of cosc. versus varehousing etc), who's going to spend the time run-
ning the macnine, collating, stapling, cost ~f repairs to machine and losts more....

W S K On the price of Vector etc I really» think it's a little foolish to pat an inflated price
on “he cover in a rather short-sighted attempt to prove that the membership fee is value
for money. This is especially =2 when Vector Coes not look 75p-worth and then losec
outside sales. Members do get value for money and besides be‘ng a member of the BSIA is
the only way to get a copy of this wonderful journal!

And finally, a letter which proved to me tha* a 'sense of wonuar' still exists.
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STEPHEN RAMSDEN, &kellow Mill, Carcroft, Nr Doncaster; South Yorks

I've been a dedicated SF fan for a number of years now, however until Seacon I've always been a
‘loner', without any contact with SF organizations. Nct - I may hastily add - through an unsoci-
sble nature on my -art, but rather througu a combination of an unsettled life style and a lack of
finance,

Now as fate would have it, I happened, by an amazing cocincidence (yes I've been doing too much
hitch-~hiking lately) to be in Brighton on the Saturday of Seacon week-end. Whilst wending my way

back to British Rail, I noticed much to my astonishment, a poster advertising the World Science g
Fictiua Convention of all things!.... NOW ... BERE!! Well, nuff said and I quickly found myself

at the Metropole. )
Here I was met with a maelstrom of people, all busy talking to, waiting for, coming from and g~ing ¥
to places. The notice board caught my attention... Will Arthur Clarke please contact the
Scandinavian film crew Room 218 - it didn't click for a moment... Arth... THE Arth... then...

Bob Shaw please contact Larry Niven asap... Harcry Harrison your wife has been ringing. All thesa
fabled names. With beating heart I sought out a telephone and with trembling fing=rs dialled &
close friend.

“Hello, Ian?" "Yeah, Steve?" "Louok Ian wlat are you doing this week-eud?" "er... nothing much,
why?” "Have you got wheels?" "Wzil I'w doing some work <n the car sometime this..." "Look can
you c~t sowe wheels?" "OK, OK what's up™ “Right, go and get in your car, -drive down to Lrighton

and meet me in the Metropole Hotel in... say 3 hours.” How nice it iz to have friends.

Wel). we botn really enjoved it, in spite of being on our lonescme and not getting iavolved with
.anykody. This was pecause Ian is nnt really an S Luff, despi*~ having a predilection for Hitch-
hikers guide, Dark Star and sucj-like. (Incidentaliy, why didn't Hitch-hikers guide winy Fiull
As for me, well I was in a state of subdued awe - I was surreptitiously following peoole roun?
with my mouth open, caying under my breath "Good God, tha. is accually Bvian Aldiss... in person”
etc, ete. In fact my attitude cowld well be deszribed as rfalling half way between an exXtreme
form of sacred reverence and a stubborn determinztion not to k2 the slirlhtest bit impressed by
anything (the 'I'unotgointoneseendeadaskingforautographs syndrome').

Which brings me finally to say a few things about this convention, as seen by a neo-fan. Firstly
let me say that overail I was most impressed with the size of the conventicn, and the rangs to be
ceen, and my sincerc thanks go to all those peuple vhe made it possible. So much was going on
that it was difficult to aecide what to concenirate on, and indeed one needed come will-power not
. b g5 rushing madly Ffrom one thing to the next in an aittempt tc get evervthing in.

Secondly I was a little disappointed, if not tc say ashamed ir front of our Amerlican guests, in
gome of the orcanization. TYor instance, wien the projector bhreaks down four times in the showing
of ‘*Superman' (the Hugo awvard winaing dramatic presentation as well), one may be forgiven fox

- suspecting that the orcarization *s rather more amateur tk~n i1t ought to be, for a convention of
this size; and this was by no means an isolated incident. Needless to sRy there were a few
grumbles from ouxr western friends that this sort of thing nevar happened 'back home’, which made
me blush a kit for shame.

Despite tiie fact that I enjoyed the con, I must agree with Andy Eobbs® letter in Matrix 26, in
which he believes that a neofan has an easier time at a snall con. Althongh on the programme

side Seacon was great, and I'm rxeally glad XY didn't mies the ~rt exhibition tuere, for the very
same reason it was Cirficult for the beginner on the social side - firstly because there were so
many of the rich and famous (the rich all those able to aiford rooms and drinks - famous all those
reople 1've bheen readingthe last ten years... able to afford rooms and drinks...) =2nd one was
intimidated Irom starting conversations (Hi, I'm Steve Ramsden .. Yeah? .. ah, Steve..ah..Ramsde. 7
Nah.. sorry, never heard of you...} Secondly, the British coantingent secred to have depleted
numbers, and actually finding someone Euglish (or even Welsh) wasn't tco zasy. Though in theory
I ought to be 1iust as happy *alking to an Americen fan as to an English one, in reality I was
wanting te have a natter with somebody who knew & bit about British fandom and witr whom I shared
the same sort of zultural background. Anyhow I did have a taik with a few, peopl?c in the fanr~om
but most people seened busy and I felt strained. So muybe in the end it was jucsk me being too
shy, however it did crosz my mind that thera might be a place where one could meet other new fans
and talk to somebody whose job was to deal with people with my problem. But nothing seemed to be
geared up for this kind of thing.

'So I think probably it is a better idea to go to a small ccn first; where you can meet people from
your own area, and socialize in - more relaxed atmosphere, thaun to go to a big con where there is
a lot more geing on put you will most likely stick it cut on your own..

Lo There were one or two red faces on the committee vegarding the projectors, considering
thev were using a reputable audio-visuzl firm things should have been much bettor. If
you'd like to make the trek to Glasgow next Easter, then come up te Eve or I and say
"hi, I'm Steve Ramsden” we at least will know who you =2re (I hope!l).
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Miscellany Comer

THE BSFA_?PELLIHQ REE

(Compiled by Mark Bassett & Steve Knight)

Below you will find a list of nearly a hundred titles of famous sf novels
and short stcries. FHowever, each contains a slight spelling erxor, for
in every title one lettexr has been either altexed or deleted.

I1f vou go through the titles, In order, writing down the letters that should
stand in place of the incorrect characters, you will generate a nev get of
titles, similarly misspelt. By repeating this procedure you will arrive

at two misspelt titles. To win the competition, correct the spelling of

the final two titles and send in the correctly spell names togethexr with
their authors before the end of February.

drAkkkrditxd

The Lard Leviathan; Pobble in the Sky; Fozzy Sapiens; S is for Rocket;
Ccean on Tap; The kudestaff; The Naked Hun; Projectox; Galactic Petrol;
The toads must roll.

Baldo; The Galactic Pet-Fealer; Chicky;

Count Bras; Rite of Massage; The Sheep Lock up; Spanners live in vain;

The Mating of Star Trek; The Synthetic Hen of Mars; Tha Black Cled; Dragon
rong; A Transatlantic Funnel, Hurrah!; Stan on Zanzibar; Martian Time~SLlop:
Boldfinger.

Mutant 59: The Elastic Eater; Rut of the Silent Planet; The Winds of Bimbo;
Jock of Shadows; Alpha Alpha Boulevard; Tame Enough for Love; The Milkie.

The Martian Gay; The Bank of Oberonj The Draught; Six Nun Planet; Why?;
Tim Stop!; Doc Ravage; Call Tim Lord; Imperial Darth; Pockets in Ursa Major;
Plants for Sale.

The Plant Buyer; The 11:38; The Mole in God's Eye; The Dank Design; Report
on Probkability B.

The Poxy Intelligence; Big Jack Barron; She Demolished Man.

High Risk; The Gnome; SOS the Pope; The Wombs of Atuan: The Farthest Sore;
A Lizard of Earthsea; White Fang Goes Ding!; Gay Matters; Lucifer's Hamper:;
Ron of the Tree.

. ’

The Sailer on the Seas of Pate; Urn; God Bless You, Mr Nosewater; The Chinese
Gent; The Einstein Interjecticn; Burn with the Dead; The Nuns of Avalon; Boat
Song; Overlap; Nice TOmMOIrows; Bring the Jublee; The Sin of the Unicorn; The

world Snufflexr; Gravy Plane.

where late the Sweet Birds Sank; The Court of Chaps; Pr Cat; The kar of thne
Comet; Whipping Stan; Ax; The Groin Kings; To your Scattered Bogies ¢oO.

A Pliague of Lemons; Dorsal; The Fall of the Towels; Dung.

A Ball of Moondust; Wogan's Runj Retch for the Stars; Ova.
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parson of Venus; Slave Girl of God: Hrolf Kraki's Sago; Black Eater; The
Andromeda Train.

G:ood Zuck.mlt-h that - you shouldn't find it too difficult but 1t's fun
just reading the titles. Now you know how it works, we'll do a more

difficult one next time (if someone wanis to send us one? It can be the
same format you know.)

MEMBERS' NOTICEBOARD

This is your opportunity tO advertise free in Matrix. Personal ads only
though please, but anything you want to buy, sell, plug vouxr fanzine, beg
articles, information, anything.

***************t**ki

Fusion 1 1s now available (see fanzine review column for detalils) and
Fusion - is in preparation.

Anybody wishing to submit fiction or artwork for inclusion in issue 2 please
send it to: Ken Mann

22 Pennethorne Road

Peckham

London SE15
Fusion will coatinue to cover a wide range of fiction and poetry. although
SF and fantasy will occasionally be included, Fusion has a bilas away from
these. Apart from this there 1s no restriction on the acceptable types of
fiction.

Adkhdrhkithkihrhkkhhhihd

Rernard Earp would like to buy old 1sSsues of "The Broons" annual, published
by D C Thomson (except the 1977 compilation). Years and prices please to
Bernard M Earp, 21 Moorfield Grove, Tonge Moor, Bolton, Greater Manchesterx
BL2 2LQ.

khkdkhkkrhkxhkthkdtxrhkdihkdk

Berkshire Weyr - Anne McCaffrey's UK Fan Club. vou want to Impress a Drayon?
Get in this queue. A Fire Lizaxd? Certainly, that queue over there. There
will be a slight delay, 1 hope you won't mind the wait? We are having a little
difficulty in getting the Bugs out of our Sublight drive for our Merchant '
ships before we can get over to Pern for the eggs. In the meantime why not
join the Fanclub?

1f vou are interested in any of the above and want_ further information send
a large (a4) stamped and sel f-addressed envelope with 20p for the newsletter
to: Berkshire Weyrleader Lord A'John, 72 Fitzroy Crescent, Woodley, Reading,
Berkshire RG5 4EX.

kEkkkhkrkrkkhkhkkrrhkrkrird

+i1l available at special reduced prices +o BSFA members are the Seacon
fanroom special publications: ' i
The Enchanted Duplicator by Bob Shaw & Walt Willis (the classic 50's fandom
novel) - 50p
Mood 70 - an anthology of 70's fanwriting edited by Kevin Smith - £1.00
Fanartist Scrappbook ed Eve Harvey - £1.00

postage & Packing 30p for 1 item, 40p for 2 or more. Available from Eve Harvey
at Matrix editorial address. Cheques made payable to Seacon '79 please.

-
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{Continued from Page 11)

ju Februarv. Bantam have bought the paperback rights for a six-figure sun.

CONVENTIONS (PAST & FUTURE)

NOVACON (See review in this issue.)

The Surrey Limpwrists - in the guise of Alan Dorey, Joseph Nicholas and lan Maule -

proved that fannish fans do know a little about sf as they swept away all competition ¢
to win the University Challenge quiz. Displaying a dazzling knowledge of Doc Snith, :
Tully Zetford and Perry Rhodan, they emerged victorious over all-comers. E;

WELLCON - 19th - 22nd October 1979 somzwhere in (Wellington?) New Zealand.

Greg Hills reports. It was held by all concerned to be an excellent and highly
enjoyable event, and those attendees who nwad been to other cons all agreed it stood

up very well in comparison. Ghughu, it even made a profit! There were arouncd 100
at~endees out of 120 registrations. All the events were very well organised and
attended and everyone enjoyed at least some of them. i‘

ALBACON - 1980 Eastercon, Albany Hotel, Glasgow. 4-7 April 1980. "
GoH Colin Kapp, Fan GoH Jim Barker. Membership details from Gerry Gillin, © Dunnotter
Street, Ruchazie, Glasgow G33. News on the programme front reveals that Jim Barker
plans a "Captive” slide show; from Bob (no relation) Shaw a space project talk; a

BSFA yoom party (gii_members welcome) plus possible other items (and, of course, the
AGM) ; another shock, horror, space probe talk by B. Shaw; a serious, scientific

talk by Bob Shaw (the real one), a book xoom, art show, fan room and probably yet
another talk on what's going up into space from Robert Shaw. See you there 1f you

can afford the fare (or the hotel bill).

AWARDS
In this award-filled world here's some news of even more.

The Prometheus Award is given annually to the best science fiction novel of a

"ILibertarian character." This year's was presented at the Libertarian Party
national convention in Los Angeles in September to F Paul Wilson for "Wheels
within Wheels". The award is US$ 2,500 in gold.

This year's winners werr::

Best Australian Fiction -~ BReloved Son by Gecrge Turnex
Best International Fictilion - The White Dragon by Anne McCaflrey
Rest Australian Fan Writer - Marc Ortlieb
Bast Australian Fanzine ~ Chunder! ed. John Foyster
William Atheling Award for
Criticism - "Women & SF" by Susan Wood
r.
THIS MAILING INCLUDES: !

VECTOR 96

MATRIX 27

PAPERBACK PARLOUR
BSFA MEMBERSHIP LIST
BSFA QUESTIONNAIRE

g

MEDIA NEWS and the information booklet have
unfortunately been omitted due to production
difficulties (maybe next time?).
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