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RED SHIff
A"otber 1...... , another edl torlat. Ity tbanks rlret
to all the.. plop1. who _nt Christ..,_ wl.h•• , set
_11 ---S•• or c;o.-1_ratlo"a about tbe 81l0W.
Christ..,__s. bow should J put It. _.,rabla? ....
Taar prov.d even .,ra 80 a. BoSFA HQ dlaapptla.red
under a pile of .now and l.ft your 'tTusty adl tor
4"0_4 III and umobla to set to work. Ob de.r, what
• aba_: Tbe _:Etra _ak'. boliday VIIS very
_lco_ bo_vac, and I SpoIllt ...ary pl••sant tl_
eurlaet up 111 front of tbe ftra "at.chiIlS tbe eo
ordl..-tor bard at wt:Irk (work 1'415(;1"4t•• _ - 1
could watch it ror houra), 1llbet...all _tchine: the
travel broadcaats and being vary 81ad ! ....n't
under that snowdrift twenty ainut•• up tbe lilla.
Everything you beard about it waa true. and than
80_. But we're back to 110r_l 110W, I'la afraid,
although the post ls .1.111 dodgy.

I ....1. admlt that I am starting to reel a I1ttle
happisr about the ..ay /fatrJx 1. progre•• lng. Ky
Uret 1••ue ..as a .truggle, Illy ••ca"d marginally
better, end 1....1. 1.sue, I thought, had so_
.emblance of real organl.atlon. \'hat JMlople 1.1:11011:
.. bout thl. one r._in. to be _en. Kore
l.portantly, things are at a .tag. wh.r. on. cao
• tart planning ..ev.ral 1••u•• ahead, orgaol.ing
contributions round .peciflc the_e. Vhat have I
got In mlnd? .lh, _11 sa_ of that would be
telling, bu1. I would I1l1:e 1.0 enll.t i5b_ help frolll
administrator. of wrltins groupe; and apas. I _n1.
1.0 do a general r.port 00 what groupe; are
aval1abla, how tbey ara prograaaiag, whath.r th.re
ara placas available, that sart or thing. I cao
arranga thl. for the apa. I alraady kno.. about
(TIIP, Pieces of :EIght, PAPA, TO) and ror tha
Orbi tar worll:.hop, bu1. 1'11I ralrly .ura tha1. tbera
....1. be .0_ other apaa I've not y.t co_ acrotJ•.
I did bear a ru.:Jur abou1. a comes apa, ror
.xa.pia, and is there anyona out thera who Caa
adulee about over_as apa•. All loror_tlon would
be gniterully recelved and put to u.e.

Tble .dltion or Katrlx •••• the r.turn of tba
_gazlne I1sUnglS, the on. thing that people have
per.i.t.ntly callpaigned ror <I gat o.rvous going
to tha Tun the6e day. In ca_ .omeone el••
.xpla1n. that th1. reature silDply _.1. return a.
11r. isn't worth I1vlng otb.rwis.>' I hope 11. can
be a r.gular fa .. ture - just _nd _ the ....gazln••.
Kor. volunte.r r.vle ...r. would be appr.clat.d. I
can't proml•• you r.vle .. _t.rlal l_dlately but
it would be u•• rul to have your oa_s all. rile.
Speciali.t revle_rlS would be -..ch appr.ciated 
araas auch a. _dia and SF cln..... , faota.y role
pl.ylng, th.y w111 all n••d covarage sooDer or
l.t.r, and It would be very aic. to have th.
people r.ady to call all..

I've publl.hed .. pr.l1a1nary 11.1. of apeclall.t
booll:.hope, by no _.ns coapl.ta, .0 addanda and
._n4_lIt. would be _leo_. Thar. la alsa th.
rlr.t In a ..rl ... of featur•• on booll:.hope, tall:ing
"'. a little .:Jra behind the l&C.n••. 51..'1 .icholl.
has baan putting In sa_ ... lueble worll: on bahalf
of Katrlx, .nd I'a gle4 to Uoally hav. thls
faature ",nder _y.

A. u.ual. 1 aa .1.111 lI:een for ..:Ira contrlbutioo.
froa BSFA _abers - _di .. r ...le_, can r.por1..,
Soapbox piec•• - the u.ual .ort or thing, so 1I:••p
the contrlbuUon. flooding in.

Ho_ver, I hava to r.port faSlur. in trying to get
tbis .warda sYlllposiuli togeth.r - people Juat
di4n't r.spood. Falr enough, but I' a prlnting the
two lengthy pleces I dld r.cel ve, so as not to
....1.. tha 1.1_ and errort or Jo..ph Jllchol•• and
Paul McAuley.

1;87 ls - can you have failed to notlce - th. year
that. the Worldcon co_e to town, In tbe ahape of
Con.piracy '87 at Brighton. Rlght no.. , 1'11I 1001l:In8
for people ..ho ar. golng to be .1. the convention,
ror .11 Or part of the ti_. Th. BSFA 1.. goIng to
n••d peopl. t.o _n • d.sll: for tb. duration of the
conv.ntion, &0 I'a looll:lng ror people ..l111ng to
.par. an hour her. or ther., tall:lng cara of th•
de.II:, Il1t.restlng people In Jolnlng the
A••ocleUon, and _lUng Its pubUcatlon•. I can
a••ur. you tlult the best way to enjoy a conve"tlon
and to ,-.1. people ls hy 40111g sOllethlDg, aod
_nnlnl!i a d ••1I: 1. ao ••eell.nt ..ay or cOllblnioa:
pl••sur...lth • littla work ror your As.ocletloD.
Any volunt.ers pl.ase _nd your na_s and I'll be
In t.oucb wlt.h you D.ar.r t.h. 1.1_.

Vhl1.t I'm at it. - do you fancy _elng ..hat the
Katri ••ditor l001l:s 1111:e wh.n .h.'s at worll:. r'lI
runnll1g tbe con..ent.lon daily n._l.tter <tbere'.
sa_ theory I ha..e .xperl.Dc. or product.lon) an4
..111 n••d ..olunt.••r. to act. •• fl')' ear. aDd ay••
arOund the conv.Dtion. AgalD, I n.ed an hour her.
or there froll people, perhaps a couple or hundred
word. .bout. so_ .vent you attend durlne; the
con..entlon. And I ..ant. people to di6tr1bute the
ne_lett.r around the pl.ce, at cour.... Aga1n,
volunteer. names to _ or I m1ght IIItert
checll:lng out j",,,,t who 1. golng. Remember, one
volunte.r le worth ten pr•••ed _n. Interested ln
bacoalng In.tantly ralllOue in a gatherIng of 5000
people? Curious about wh.ther I aID tb. way you
I_gln. lie - do I really .pend all ..y 1.1_ at. a
wor4 proc.ssor? I. fl')' right Ind.x Unger r.ally
.harpen.d 1111:... scalpel blad., and do I al ..ay.
have a red PfIn about fl')' per.on ror .Olle qulck-fir.
e4tttng.•0" 1. the tt_ to Und out. De6plt. the
way I al.ght. co_ o...r ID priDt, I'll Dot .0 bad.
Wat.cb _ fall apart. as the deadlln. 100_ and that
.ho",ld convlnce you of ., ralUb111ty.

Ho_v.r, .Dougb or t.hls rrl ..olity. It's t.h••arly
bours or the day I'll dua to po.t. thla edltlOD to
tbe printars and sa_thinl!i tells lie I have so_
way to go bafora I _at., bed thls IIOrDlns. Just
ano"'l!ib spac. to wlsh .... ry one of you a .llghtly
balat.d Happy .... Tear.

Tour D.Xt. deadUn. for getting .... t.erial to _ ls
Friday Karch 20th - but post .arly tor guarant••d
publleatlon.
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The Awards Debate

~Cony.ntlon. are tun, and trophies decorale the
den like nothing 111511. But for WTlters (or
reade..-a> to fraIM II etancl.rd of excellence ba_d
on purely Intralll,lrlll1 erlterla, and to malle it
their goal to win an .ward 1. to confuse
literature with bowling.- thus ThO_iii )I. Dl6Ch. in
hie by now infalDOus broadside against what be
eliot ted tho M Labor-Doy" aroup of wrl te.... From
which I conclude UlIat, if the BSFA .wards are to
continue, _ shouldn't take them as &1I .. lou61y ae
_ny of tbe le'tterWTltere on thi. subject _em to.

Actually. ) don't think that the criteri8 by wbich
the BSFA awards e ..e deterll.lned are ..s oaatfted .a
tho•• which deterllline lbe Hugos. IIct ,.et, not yet.
But If any of tb. sugge.tions recently aired In
htrix a .. 11 acted upon, they are 1n dang.r of
becomlng 50. So it 1s Ill)' bel1.f that, tar tram
b81ng alter.d, th. award. should carryon a.
betor•• and 1n a. r.laxad a _nn.r aa pos.1bl.: a
bel1.f I'll try to ju.Ufy by d.al1ng w1th
.ugg••ted change. in tha award for be.t novel.
sinca that'. where .:lst of tbe r.tora1ng zeal ba.
b8.n d1rectad. To t.ke the po1nt. one by one:

)) Sep'H,,!e olrtllr"s for JUlperhocklS/hordboc):5 or
owor" to pOp"rbnc';s only
The argu_nt. tor tbi. are deg.nerat1ng into a
parody at the Monty Pyt;bon .ketch about tbe
relll.1n1ac1ng York.hire.en. I .t"now tbat; t1_s ara
hard tar ... ny people, and I don't want to get into
a discuss10D ot ..hether or not hardback& are
eXJl<lnsiv8 (r.latlv.ly, tb.y· re not). Ratber, .y
argument 1s that. s1nce buy1ng a book s1mply
because 11. 1. on the fiDal ballot of tbe BSFA
award 15 not nec..... rily a good r.ason tar buying
it. price doasn·t .nter into the matt.r. If you
haven't bou8ht all the book. already (a. you are
an SF faD I assu_ you've bougbt one Or two). tb.n
us. th. l1brary, as both JUke Bra1n and Andy
Sawyer bava sugga&ted - w1th the cavaat that

perbaps tbara sbould be .:lre time betwean
announcement at tba .bortli.t aDd tba final
ballot. )(gre cogantly. If tbe .ward .... for
paperbacks oDly. It would lose tbe edge ot
topicality. Va would be voting for book. flrat
publi.bed two or tbr•• y.ar. ago in many ca••••
often longer.

2) There Ebon]d be ' dsChUIO" of SF 50 we know
wb1lt to yot e for or tbrr' -bml1d be 11 Sep1!r1lte
o..... r d for 10n h sy
If anyone can come up witb a workable dafiDltlon
at SF tben 11. 00111 be a world firat, I think. I
a.su_ that the BSFA rapra_nts a broad churcb.
.nd a••uctl. so .bould tba ....ard. To me. SF
(speculative/.cl.nce flctl0n/fant••y) 1a anytbin8
I point my flng.r .1. and aay, MTtlat's SPI M

Obv10usly. 1n eacb 1nstanca tber....ill be people
wbo di_gree w1th •• but tbat's wbat d.-acracy 1.
all about. and isn't tbat wbat 'lb. BSFA Is?

3) lb. MaITd -bO"ld 10 to BrU1sb writer. only
To _ this is the _10 1nvidious suggestion at
all. Ara we to demand proof of nationa11ty before
... band ov.r th. award? And bow would you classify
Kichael Con.y. &ay, Brit1.b-born but living In
Canada? Or Gaoft Rylll!ln, a Canadian 11v1ng in
Britain? Aftar all, the BSPA bas a larse nUDber at
overseas _abers. Ar. _ to start a purga?

41 lb.. 'y.. rd- .bould be ,bopdODftd

P.rha~ tbay sbould, it tbat's tha _jority
opinion. But if 'lb. awarcls are to be kept, _
.houlcl think about ...bat tb.y ara for. Certainly
DOt to prov1d. a benchmark of lit.rary standard,
or to add anottler br1ck 111. a ghetto ...all. Th.n
what? Perb.a~, to provida a chance for ev.ry
__ber to sive an op1nlon on current; SF. onc.
....ry y.ar. P.rha~ to give tbe BSPA a chance at a
li ttl. publicity: ara ttl. awards announcad
anywb.r. otb.r tb.n Jf4trJ;;C? In til.. trade
periodic.ls ot the publi.bing buslne5.? Bv.n in
Locu.-? Aft.r thra. year. in tbe BSPA I'. still not
.ure ..hat tba award. pbysically ara. A tropby? A
certific.t.? A pint of bear and • k1.s on 'lb.
che.k. froD til.. chairman? PrOD tbis I concluda
that the actuality of the a ..ards 1sn·t iDportant.
but til.. ritual is; and ritual. as long as It lan' 1.
taken _rlously. is not a bad thlng. It can
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provide a focus, a 11ttle eocial glue. We in the
BSPA need cere":lnies, I suppose, is the point of
it all.

Paul J JIIcAuley
The first co"plaint to deal with is the perennial
one about th. price of hardback8: that because
people c ..n't afford thelll they can't read the new
books as they appear and so c ..n't _ke ..n infor ....d
choice .. bout the best of any given year' a output.
But one doesn't have to pay to read a hardback; aa
Andy Sawyer points out, ordering one tro.. your
loc.. l libr.. ry costs nothing. It si ..ply ian't true,
.ither, th.. t all new fiction automatically appears
inhardback first; ..:lst of it, particularly science
!iction, now appears !irst in paperback (and
anyone who tells you that it isnOt a 'proper'
novel i6 simply trading on anob value, which is nO
value at all). The 'tiret British publication'
rule t ..kes account ot this by ignoring the
di ..tinctions bet_ell. hardback and paperback
pub11cation and allowing people a tr.e choice of
what th.y think is the best of that year's ClUtput.
WithClut that rul .. , the award wCluld not only not
have any _aning but would be illpossible to
Clperate coherently frCl" year to year.

Sp11tting the award in two, tor hardbacks and
paperbacks, or excluding hardbacks entir .. ly, is
likely to create only confusion. In the latter
instance, a book would be eXCluded tro..
consideration solely on til.. grounds ot its [price,
..hich tor an award th.. t purports to be concerned
..i til. Ii terary quaIl ty seelllS .. strange and
contradictory di.tinctlon to make; and in the
tormer in..tanc. one ..ould end up with a two-tler
a .... rd syat... in ..hich (alllOng other thing.. ) the
'tirst Brltish publlcation' rule would disappear,
the same book could ..in two year. running inboth
its hardback and paperback .di tlons, a book that
lost In til.. hardback c ..tegory could spawn a caucue
of laOnbdby~:t:n.to prolllDte It in the p.. perback one

Restricting the a ..ard only to British writers on
the grounds th.. t it's a Brl tlsh SF a ..ard, as .0....
have suggested, ..111 tend to enfeeble it by
parochia11s1ng It, _king It ..... ..s though we
think Brltlsh SF is Incapable of holding it .. own
against everything el.e and so has to have a
speclal award of Ita own sO that it doe.n't get a
!it of the sullks every tillle It loses a Hugo or
Ifebula. Or lio_thing like that but tp exclud..
non-Britlsh authors so191y On the grounds that
they are not British i& again a contr..dictory
distinction to ....k. in the rules of all. a ..ard whlch
purport. to be concerned wlth literary qual1ty.
And ..hat would one do about authors who are
resident here but who are _nifestly not Britlsh,
such as Leigh Kennedy and Lisa Tuttle?

The polnt to bear In mind 1. that th. more cOlllplex
One .... kes th. rul.s, the IIIOre ti_-conSUlloingthe
..r. to explaln (as theyh..ve to be, every year, tor
the benefit ot ne" _ ..bers, those who dldn't vote
the previous year, those who've forgotten the II);
and the IDCre till8-consulll1ng they are to explain
the less likely people are to vote. One only has
to look back through the a ..ard records of the
19708 to 6Ile the allllOst endless and certainly
bewilderlng Beries of rule cbanges tbat e_rged
each y....r. .. serles of cbang•• t teel sure must
h ..ve been .. contributing tactor to the
persistently .mall nUlllber of people who voted. Th.
rest probably got fed up w1th all the changes and
decided to forget th. whole thIng.

So 1'11I .. 11 in favour of keepi ng the rules th...ay
they are at pr••ent, tbe way they are at present
(apart trolll being the oneS th.. t I devised) belng
ell10plest to undenstand, the .....lest to adlliniBter.
and (perhaps) the less contentious. Of course,
they don't s ..tlsty everyone, but then ..hat set ot
award rules ever would"? Someon.'. bound to
cOlloplaln about so_th1n5 every now and then.

Joseph IUcholas

WALKING ON GLASS
The BSFA Column

The BSJIA urgently needa h.lp! We have thr......1tal
po6ltions to be tilled.

nustriBR/mlp,n SBCRRT'PI to prepare our
accO<lnts, keep our ti.....nc..s up to date, handle Our
bank accO<lnt, and prepare and o"ersee budgets tor
th.. BSPA and the variO<ls _gazin..s. You aJ.&.t. be
able to handl.. accounts tor a __II cOllpllny
(acceee to a cOllpUter with spreadsheet would
obvioU61y be all ad..alltage), but no pro1"e6&lonal
qualiticatiollG are requirBd, and you can be
anywhere in the coulltry so long illS 10U are
r ..liabl. and can keep in regular contact with the
rest ot the co-ttt_.

A pROpUOIO' .ssurr,u to help prepare tinal typed
copy tor 'lector. You auu... be tast aDd accurate
wi th constant aece56 to a word pr~S&Or 
preterably an ....trad PCW8256/8512 to _intain
consistency with the rest ot the tea•. You can be
anywhere in the country so long as you are
r .. liable.

, DHSIG. ASSIST'" to help with the design and
poste up ot 'lector art...,;,rk. You too _"'it be tast
and accurate, preferably with access to an ....trad
PeW. In addition you _st ha..e accese to a copy
ca.ora <it poB6lble), aDd graphic arts _terials
<like a drawing boord, etc.)

TKB BSJIJ. nBOO YOU mY! This is your chance to
help your organi6lltion. All three ot these posts
a.L&:S;. be tilled quickly. So write or telephone Paul
I:incaid, 114 Guildhall Street, Polkestone, I:ent
CT20 IRS, (0303) 52939, today!

:UT! UllGEnl URGBnl URGEnt URGan! URGBnt URGE.

Paul Orunwell haB asked ... to apologi.e for thB
lack ot Focus thi. mal11ng. He ha. r.cently
suff.red a tallily bere..vement, sO pl..... , ..nyone
expecting to he.. r trOIll P..ul, he hopes you'll
understand if h.. '. a bit slow in responding.

How9ver, Focus is de"perately in need ot materlal
hoth tictlon and non-tiction. PaUl has very little
work he can print and would be gr ..tetul tor .. 11
contributions. He hopes to produce an issue 01'
Focu1O for next _111ng and then be back on
schedule for the _iling after that.

Paul c ..n be contacted at 218 Rainford Road,
ChellllStord, Essex, CIUl 2PD

COLLATXNG FOR THE CURXOUS

by )(aureen Port.r

Despite being a member at the BSFA for several
year., and once living con.. id.. rably n.... r .. r to
Reading than I do no.. , I' ....shamed to aay that I
had never been to a l14iling session betore last
Dec"lIber. Reasons? 110 tillie, too far to trav91, but
IICSt illlportantly, I dldn't know where tbe mailing
..... ion& were held ..nd I didn't know any of tbe
people th.re. Ok.. y, I ...... scared.

1'110 not scared no.. , but it ...... st111 daunting to
.et otf trollo Folke.tone at tl>.e crack 01' dawn In
order to reach the lIllliling seS510n at ...ensible
ti_. The train. trOIll London to Reading are tairly
frequent and it took nO tillle at all to arrive at
Re..dlng Station, although i1ndlng a bus is a
11ttl .. IIIOrB tricky. Ba.ically, you'r.. 100k1ng for
a bus going to Shint1.1d Ro..d, and all you need to
do is ask for thO! stop nearest Chancellor's Way.
Bus driver. in Reading seem to be very a_nable.
On th.. othBr hand, you could always walk if you
have the tilDe and It'. a nice day.
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As a r.ward (or our .ntbu.lallm Paul ...nd I found
that __r. tb. flr.t ...rrlv... l., apert from K.ltb
Fr.eman, wbom 1 _t for tb. fIrst tl1l1ll - ev.n
JUtrlx .dltorll don't Slit ... round a....cb as they
ougbt to. Kall1ns _lIlIlonll are beld ln tbe
Blandford Lodge Ann.xe wbleb 115 a large terrapin
but with ro_ of table. on whleb _re spread tb.
component pertll of tbe maSazln... I naturally
spent. f.w 1II1nut•••e.lns bow tb. lat.st .dltlon
of JUtrlx had turned out. 'before _ went off to
round up tb. eollating _eblne. aided by JUke and
Debbie )(olr wbo bad al.o appe...r.d bright and
....rly. Cups of t.a all round and _ sot doW'll. to
tb. serlou. t.llk of collatlng V.ctor.

COllatlns 1. bard work. Anyone wbo bas .v.r put
tog.tber a f.nzlne. or st.pl.d up a f ... apa
contrlbutlons will tell you tbl •. On tbe otber
band It can .lso be a lot of fun. Provldlng the
bands k",ep .:>vlng the tongue and brain can do
what.v.r tbey 11k", .0 tber",'s a..,l. opportunity
for a chat. or brlng your personal .t.reo lf you
feel unlloc:lable. I tblnk tbat people On tb.
collatlng machine have tha bett.r job but thIs
.1ght ba bacau_ 1 tOOk a 11ttle whl1e to co_ to
t.r" wi tb .y stapler and cH.cover tbat It ..... a
job battar done IItandlng up. It Is also true tbat
stapllng III .lo_r tban eollatlng. and that
look1og at II. John Harrlson paU. as '" .pectator
• port one. ba·. pa._d before your e,.•• :for the
hundr.dth 1.1_. I turned tb. pil. upside doW'll.
wblcb see_o1 to help. It 1. another fact o:f l1:fe
ho_ver. that a pile of .tapl.d magazln.. 115 a
satisfying .1aht.

By thl. ti_ production wall in full sWlog as Roy
bcln.kl and 'lck Trant _r. putting togeth.r
Paperbaclr Inf.rno. but _. r. not .uperhulllan 110
.o_where about lunehti_ _ adjourned to the
nearest b.ndy pUb (or .0_ lunch 'be(or. setting
010""11 to salle IIOre hard work 1n tbe aft.rnoon.
JJu..berll had increased ev.n further by this tl11e a.
other _ ..ber. of the co_itt.e arrlved for the
_.tlng lat.r ln tbe aft.rnoon. and JUke .....tbead
and Rog.r Perk1ns. dellv.rlng Beccon flyers for
mailing. fovnd th••elve. al.o collatIng. stapling
and folding. 'Ie bad our _eting <report lnclud.d
in thl. 1••u.) and once tbat wali ov.r, SOlie made
their way bo_, and other. contlnued collating for
a wh11...... pecked up about e pili.

Collating 1. bard wtlrk but (un .... well. It 010.&
so_ 1ntere.tlng tbing. to your muscles but tbls
15 mor. tban balanc.d out by tbe good times to be
h ... d, the v.ry nice people you will _et. plus the
knowledge that you .ra doIng lio_thing
JI1ndbog811ngly u•• ful for th. 85FA. CollatIng
se•• lonll k1Ck off .bout 11.11I .nd go through t111
about Opm. plus tb.t br.ak for lunch. You don't
have to go both d.y., nor do you bave to attend
every maIling ••••10n, though r.gular collators
.re naturally very _lco_. but an effort once ln
a wb1le w111 be apprecIat",d. If you're st111 not
sure wh.r. to go, contact Keltb Fr••man for
detail. on 0734 066142 or .1_ wr1te to hl. at 2eg
"'yk.halll Road. Re.d1ng, Berk.blr.. RGe IPL <and
don't forget .n SAEl) for furthar 1nfor-.tlon.

And re_mbar, for avery collating _ss10n you
attend. you rec.lva a IIOntb·. extensIon on your
current subseriptlon. Ho..•• tbat for an 1ne.. nt1ve'?

BSFA badge. are Tbey ar.. 2" In
dla_ter. .nd carry tb. BSFA loso. C05t 11S 25p
plus a .taaped addres_d envelope. and tbat 2'Sp
can ba _nt 1n .taape. Plea.. do not _nd loose
coIn. tbrousb tbe poet.

Contact; Joanne aalne, 33 Thortlville Road.
fulrtl.pooI. Cleveland. TS2e 8E'"

<pl .... bear 1n alnd tb.at Joann. bas just taken
ov.r .nd allow a I1ttl••xtra t1_ for de11very.)

In I1n. witb Illy aIm of k••p1ng BS1"A _lIIbar.
.brea.t of co_1ttee actlvit1•• , tb111 1. a brt.f
r.port of the IIlOst r.cent co_ltt..e _etlng, h.ld
at Reading on Dec.mber etb.

Pr.sent were Dave Barr.tt. Jobn Harvey, P.ul
KIncaid, HUIIlSain 1I0ba_d. lIike )(olr. JIlaur•• n
Porter <wbo took tb. Mnute.' and K.Itb Fr.e_n
<for part of tb. _.t1ng).

Apolos1e. _ra recatv.d frolll Paul GruII_ll and
4ndy Sawyer .

Th. co_ittee ••tlng got under ..ay ..lth .Olle
d1ec:u.sloo of co-tttee poet. "htcb needad to be
1111eo. Two candld.te. for th", post of Ad..ertl.log
aDd Publlclt7"~r wera con.td.r.d and th.
COmatttee d.cld.d tbat 0.... "'ood would be .:>.t
.ulted for tht. poa1t10n, In vl.w of tb. fact that
h1. work d.al ...ltb .Iailar ar.a•. Dav.'. br1.t
w111 be to find advertl_r. for BSFA. publIeat1n.
and plaee adverti.._nt on beb.alf of th. BS1"A.
<Propo&ed P I:lnca1d, _eonded D Barratt)

Ve had recetv.d four offe.... to take on tbe post of
....rahtp 6ec:retary n.ow tb.at Sandy Brown ha.
dectded to .tand doW'll.. After &01lIll dl5CulSe10n It
.... decIded. that .los.... 2at_ .bould be off.red
the post .
(Propo&ed 0 Berr.tt, _calld.d J( Port.r)

'A brI.f .rticle about Joann••bould be Included
1n tbt. BS..A eolu...1

v. .1.0 dtec:u...d BS..A flnane.c but r ... pldly
dtscover.d that _ have I1ttle Infor-.tIon about
tbe. at pre_nt oWlnS to the dIfficultie. of
g.tt1ng In toucb ..1tb Phil Knlgbt. currantly
Trea.urer and COapallY s.cretary. Pb11 bas d.ctd.d
tbat h....t relinqu1eh the poet a6 he can't give
it suffIc1ent 1.1•. Paul IUncatd and 1IIY•• 1( agraed
to 1nItiate a ..arch for a r.plac._nt.
part1cularl,. to t.k. ear. of tba 11nanc1al a.pect.
a. _ ne.d budget. to work to, part1cularly wltb
the .lIOunt of printing work und.rtak.n.

[An adv.rt1•••nt for a new trea.urer w111 al.o
appear 111 thi. BSPA colulIfIl

Hu•••In )lch••d, who tak•• care of product10n
aspact. of Vector, Ind1cated tbat be wtluld be
unable to cont1nu. a. productlon a ••l.t.nt,
becaull. of Incr.a.tng dIff1culties In obtaInIng
acce•• to the .pecI.lt••d equ1pment and materlals
required for productlon, altbough he wtluld .t11l
act a. advl •• r on tbe de.1go of V.ctor.

Int.r1111 .a.ure. for cop1ng wItb thls problem wer.
.graed upon••nd 1t w•• decld.d th.t ....hould
.dv.rti.e for a n.w product10n a66Istant urgently.

At tbe BGII la.t 'ov.mber. It wa. 4greed by the
_lIlbers pre.ent that tbel aDDual ....b&crlptton to
tbe BSPA -.bould be r.leed to ;tlO. L1 hlgber tb.n
the CO_itte. bad alraady d.c1ded. In line wIth
th1. oth.r .ubecr1ption. were to be IncrealSeo1.

The St.nd1ng Ord.r 1. to be 1ncr.a.ed. to L9.'50p
(!:lOp dIscount on tb. full .u~r1pt10n)

JoInt _mbarsbip 1. ral_d to Lll.OO, for whlch
the jolnt _mbers recelva two copialI of Katrix and
two caple. of pro.:y vot1na forlll6.

Over_a. __ber.hIp rate. _re adju.ted
accordingly. Surfae", mal11ng. are 'to r._tn at
.20. wbl1.t a1r_11 _111ng" ..111 r1_ to s3!:l.

Th. cov.r prtc•• of _gaz1ne. _r. also Increa.ed.
V.ctor no" eoat. 9'5p. Paperback Inferno coat. !:lOp.
Katrt .. eo"t. 7!:lp and Foc:u. eoats 9'5p.

SaJqlla mal11ns. wIll coat Ll.'50.

V. al.o agra.d on production .cb.dula. for 1987.
whlcb ..Ill be adlll1nl.tered by Paul K1ncaid.
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PrintinlS and collating rat•• were di ..cussed but It
was t.lt that _ c.nnot afford professional
cOllatlon, particularly a. we are not absolutely
sure of the curr.nt tinanctal .Ituation.

Several po••ibl. project. _re al.o di.cussed and
turther work will be carried out on the
feasabillty of these and reports carried in future
editlon. of JfJIItrf;r.

La.tly, John Harv.y announc.d that he wtshed to
re11nqul.h bi. po.ition on the Co.lUll.1ttee, and the
_etlng wa. clo_d.

tlitSfitIUtIIUIUIIIUIUIlItII.ISUtIlUUUUIU

I think tt would be approprlat. at tbls point to
record tbe BSFA'. ISrateful thank. to Sandy Brown,
JOhn Harvay, and Phtl Knight for the hard work
they have gi"en to tbeir various posts within tbe
Association in the tl_ tbat they ha"e been part

of the Co_ittee. I bope thi. I. not tbe la.t tl_
tbelr na.._ are _ntlon.d within the palSes of
JfJIItrl;r, and tbat tbey wtll enjoy tbelr retire_lit.

US'IISIt11l1IUUIII.llt'UIIIIISUIiIIfiIUIUI1I11I

'I alii twenty two y.ar. old and have lived tn the
'ortb- Ea.t all my 11fe. Currently unemployed, I
bave ju.t ftni.hed a degree course tn
librarlan.hip at '.wca.tl.-upon-Tye Polyt.chnlc,
and int.nd to welrk a. a librarian when I can alk
.o_on. Into .mploying ...

I ba". ba.n a _lIbar ot tb. BSFA for just ov.r a
,ear and I a .. al.o a __bel' of the BFS £Br-itlsb
Fanta.y Socl.tyl and ZZ9 Plural Z Alpba (the
Hltch-bik.r. Guld. to the Galaxy Appr-eclatlon
Socl.ty), I' •• keen COllector of sf and fanta ..y,
In particular of the very wondertul lUke Xoorcock.
Xy otb.r Int.r••t. include wrItIng my own fiction
and poetry, watching crIck.t .... tcb•• , going to tb.
tb.atr. and cIne_, lI.t.ning to lIIUslc <currl"nt
fav.. Clannad, Kat. Busb. Toyab, Genesi., Led
Z.ppe11n, Pink Floyd and Hawkwind) and UI11ng In
application tor_ tor jobs,

Having r.ad and. .nJoy.d. BSFA 11terature fr a year
now I tbougbt It was about ti,.. I got otf my
becksld. and got involv.d. - so I b.reby stak. my
claim tor tbe post of .e..t>-rship Secretary.

I _. tbl. a. baing potentially tbe .:lst Impor-tant
THE BFSA PROFILE post In tb. BSFA: it i. tbe first contact tbat

people bave wltb tb. BSFA, and bow they ar-a
I'd also like to _lco_ Joann. blne and Dav. treat.d b.re could. _an tb. difference bet ..... n
Wood to tbe CO_itt••. 1 bope to ca.rry a proUl. th... jOlnlng tbe BSFA or Sl"tng up SF fandolll as a
of Dav.'. fannlsb actlvltl•••oon, but In tbe bed Jok•. From my own experience of Sandy'li;
_anti_ a f.w word.. trom Joanne who Will, I bope, exc.ll.nt _rvlce, bi. act i. going to be a hard

.~~~.~~ ~~..~..~~ ~:.I.~~..f.~~.~ •~~~ •~~!.l. ~ :~.:~ ?~..~ ~:.:~~: ~~~..~~..~~!.l.~~: , .

NEWS

Co~lled by 1'.1,11 IUDCOld and J&aur_n Porter
(with a Ilttl. bell' frolll Locua and oth.r .ourc•• )

Tbe IIhort 11.t for th. Ur.t uthur C. Clarke
A_rd halO ba.n .nnounced.. Tb••_rd. i. for the
bast a<::1.nc. 1"ictlon nov.l publi.h.d for the flr.t
tl_ in Brlt.in durIng 1986, and i. adJll1nistered
Jointly hy tbe BSFA, th. Seienc. Fiction
Foundation. and tbe Sei.nce Policy Council. The
judge. ar.: Paul .I.1DC:aid, Ilke "lr. J"ohn Clute.
ad_I'd J._, Geors- Ba, and Dr lIaurlce Gold.&at tb.
The award of 1.1,000 will ba pr••ented at Beccon
'87 this coming E••t ....

The short11.t i.:
1lla .&a1Xf-.1d'. T.l. - "rsaret Atwood
liD. - GreS Bea.r

stars 111 -T Pocht like Gra1Ds Df Salld - Saalel R.
Delany
BsclJpe PJa_ - Gwyneth Jones
Tbe 1Iea:Jry of ~lt.__ - .II. Staaley Robinson
Qu_1I of tN stat•• - J"OOiIoaphlne Sarton
TlIe Ragpd <l5trolYlut. - Bob Shaw
G~n Byefi - Lucius Shepard

At the __ tl_, tbe nO.lll1natlons for the SSP..
A_rd..8, al.o to ba pr••ented .t £a.ter, bav. be.n
.nnounced.. They ar.:

IOVEL
ScIJ1_tr1_ - Bruce SterllD8 <Penguln)
1lla~ ...trolYlut. - Bob Sha. (Gollancz)
Qu_JI of tlle stat•• - l~phl ... SartOIl (Wo_n'.
Pr•••)
CouDt Zero - "1111_ Gibean <Gollancz)
Blood 1Iu.1c - GreS Bear (Gollancz)

SHORT FICnO_
'JID811as Ceordl.'. Sol.' - 1•.11 Vateon <Interzone

'"'ADd S••ot Bu., 8elna Bora' - Brt•• st.ableford
(lnterzon. 16)
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·~ .. 'ti and 'the llang_n' - Kei'th Rober'ts (Kaeti /lind
Co" K.. rosina Booksl
'Vin'ter Jlarket' - Vi111a. GlbGon <Interzone 1'5 "
Burning Cbr011lS, Gollanczl

R..ani-.tor
OYerdrawn at the J(e.,ry Bank
Jlr Pye
Dr Vbo - Trl",l of a Ti_lord

AH
Screalll:1ng of the Bee'tl.. - SJIS (interzone 18)
The CIIJCk'to_r Girl - Kel'th Rober'ts <Frontispiece
of Kaeti and Co, " Cover of V..ctor 132)
eo..er 01' Interzone 15 - Pet.. Lyon
eo..er 01' Interzone 16 - Ji. Burns
eo..er of Intnrzone 11 - JOhn "von

The 1986 World Fanta",y "ward", wer.. prell;entnd at
the 12th 'World Fantasy ConventIon at Provid.. nce
Rhode Island In November. Tile award.. were chosen
by a panel of judges consisting of, Robert
Collins, Ellen DBtlo... Dean R. Koontz. Patricia
JtcIil1ip and Charles DeLiut. The winners were'

BEST NOVEL
So!)j/ of Kali - DBn SiBlK>ns

BEST NOVELLA
• radel_no s God' - T. B. D. Klein

BEST SHORT STORY
• Papar Dragon.. ' - Ja..... Blaylock

BEST ANTHOLOGY ICOLLECTION
I_gi.uJry L.aZJds - Robin JlcKinley (Ed.)

BEST ARTlST
Jeff Jones tied ..ith Tbo_s Canty

SPECIAL A'WARO - PROFESSIONAL
Pat LoBrutto

SPECIAL A'WARD - NON-PROFESSIONAL
Dougl"s Ii. \/inter

SPECIAL CONVENTlON AWARD
Donald A. \/ollhei.

More SF a .... rds frolll around the world. In GerlDany
the Kurd L.assv.l tz Awards are presented by German
professionals for work frOlll the previous year. Tbe
1986 Awards were,

BEST NOVEL' EZJdzeit - Herbert \/. Franke
BEST NOVELLA: 'Trau-.lager' - H.J.Alpera" R.•. lbthn
BEST SHORT STORY' ·Polarlicht· - Rein_r Cunia
BEST TRANSLATOR, Lore StraBGl
BEST ARTIST: Hela1t \Ienske

BEST FOREIGN BOVEL, Tbe JUods of Bi117 JU1J1gIlZJ 
)),aniel JCey....

MeanWhile in Sweden the Sven6ka SF-Pri:z:et <Swedisb
SF A .."rds) _re pre&ented at Luncon I I to'

BEST S'lIEDISH NOVEL, Ky&6 Jlej Dod1igt (Ki6S J(e
DelJdly) - Carl Joban De Geer
BEST S'WEDISH SHORT STORY' 'Androider droamer in't... •
(' Androids Don't DrelJzzt) - Ber'til JlartenGSOIl
BEST TRANSLATED NOVEL: IDverted IIorld
Christopher Pries't

FollowIng our reports in the last two Issues of
x"trix on the health of SSFA PresIdent Ar'tbur C.
Clarke, w.. have received a letter which explains'
'The accident which left me totally paralysed in
1902 app<lars to btl baving delayed after-effects.
and I have to spend at least an hour every day in
physlotberapy or exercise.'

Looking abead to this SUll\lDBr, he reportlS 'that at
the lllCment 1 t is !50, '50 wbether he wIll btl able to
attend Conspiracy 87, the British 'lIorldcon in
Brighton tbis August.

H.. also say.. that he bas completed editing Artbur
C. Clarke's Chronioles for COLLI liS, and is still
at work on Od7S'SM7 Three for DEL REY. as _ll as
tbe noveli ..ation with Gentry Lee of the film
Cradle, wblch he Is co- ...... iting (with L..e) and co
producing wltb Pet.er Gruber for lIarnnr Films. At
tbe same time, five other of bis novels have btlen
optioned for fU=, Tbe Songs of Distant Eartb,
TbOl FountlJins of Paradise, A Fall of Noondust,
Cbildbood's End and Rendezvous witb RaZlD.

OBITOARIBS

Joseph Bayly, publisber and author of
lIinterfl1gbt, Tbe Gospel Blimp and the cbildren' 6
fantasy 1 Sa .. Gooley Fly, died on 10 July 1980, be
was 66.

Clyde S. Kilby, academic and authority on the
works of Tolkien and C. S. Lewis, died on 17 OCtober
1966. He was 64. Among his bookS were TolJeien and
tbe Sil11Urillion and Tbe Cbristian lIorld of
C.S,Le"is

Andrei Tarko...sky, tbe Russian fillll IIl/lker, died on
26 December 1960 of cancer. Among otber higbly

acclaimed flIms be directed SOU.ris based on the
novel by Stanlslav Lelll, Stalker ba.ed on tbe nov.. l
Roadside Picnic by BorllS and Arkady Strugatsky
<Guests of Honour at Conspiracy 87), and his most
recent film. Sacrifice. which has jUliit opened to
very good reVleW6, is also scienc..-fiction"l.

George Ilarkste1n, novelist and scriptwriter, died
on 1'5 January lQ87, aged '57. Among his
considerable body of work for televl ..ion, he
developed the idea of Tbe Prisoner with Patrick
KacGoohan, and ......ote IllCSt of tb.. script ..

Fir.. t an apol06Y to KEROSINA BOOKS. Due to a
misunderstandIng I reported tbat the limited
spec1al ed1t1on of Shades of LlllIr.hlc65 by R1ch4rd
Cowper had been delay..d, in fact 1t appear..d as
expected on its 5cheduled publication date.

KEROSINA h"ve also announced that they have
signed a contract to publish tbe next nOV'll by
Brian AIdi ..... Tbe book w111 appear at Conspll'"acy
87. but as yet it hall no title.

This brings Ul'l on to news about JONATHAN CAPE.
lIith the departure of Liz Calder to the newly
formed BLooKSBURY PUBLISHurG. there ar'l rumourS
that a nuaber of the author....be handled are to
seek pastures new. One who 111> leaving is Brian
"ldi5&. After Jlalcol. Bd_rds IIII>nagad to secure
Aldl6S'II non-!1ction for GOLLANCZ frolll IJEIDENFELD
&: NICOLSON with TrillioZJ Y'UJr Spree, be has nOw
completed the coup by a160 winning the fIction.
The novel frolll KEROSINA will slip in during tbe
cbangeover period.

Paul IUncaid and lUke lIoir al'"e to ...... ite a book
length stUdy of J:ei'th Robert.. for SERCONIA PRESS
In Seattle. Paul Kincaid bas also completed an
article on 'Science Fiction' for the forthcoming
lllJodbook of British Popular CuJture:from GREEN'WOOD
PRESS.

Cbeap Trutb, the irregular fanzine and organ of
'cyberpunk' Ideology, produced by the pseudonymou&
Vincent OImia",eritas, 1s now dead, The last issue,
November 1986, reported its dem1s.. in typically
grapblc terms, '"Node Zero", the glol:>lJI Info-nexus
of tbe CHEAP TRUTH publlsbing empire. halO been
reduced to slDOldel'"ing wreckage in a poorly~

realized actlon-s..quence right out of tbe worst
tradition of macho adventure flctton.' It couldn't
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grapbic tar_, ··.od. Z.ro·. tb. global info-n••u.
of tb. CHEAP TRUTH publl.hlng .mplr., bas been
r.duc.d to .1I01d.ring ......ckage ln a poorly
raallz.d action-••qu.nc. right out of the wor.t
tradltlon of macho adv.ntur. flctton.· It couldn't
be anything to do wtth Bruce SterlillS·. a ...o_d
int.nt to .top ..... lttng 'eyberpunk'?

"'lav. lIkx>..... the writ.r of callies .... ta-.. and Tb.
Ball.d of Halo Jo..... haa alao produc.d th. 5Crlpt
for a naw fl1n by Kalcol. JlcClareD. Fa5b10.. Be••t.
At the aallle tillie, he baa baen approacbed by
ParallOunt and Columbia o .... r poa.lbl. fl1 ....eralon.
of Vat~b..n and Tb. Ballad of H.lo Jones.

nark Z,,18bt. the sraphle novel that aubverta tb.
traditional eolll1e-booll: h.ro Bat_n, ..... ltten and
dravn by Praa..l< nller. ba. now ba.n published In
Britaln by TITAIf BOOKS.

Tb. "JIZ.rdli ...d tbe ".rr1DrY; by Hugb Cook wblcb
hall juat eOIlle out from COLI. SXYTHE and CORGI. 1.
5111d to ba ju.t tb. flrst ln a 20 volu__rl.s:
Chronicles of an A8. of Darkn•••. Th. publiclty
_t.rial accOlllpanying tb. booll: praclal_, 'Hugh
Cook ba. plann.d bl..... iting .cbedula to th. y.or
2003!'!!? Volu_s 2 and 3. Tbe M:>rdsaltbli .Dd tb..
....rSu11d and Tbe VoaeD .nd tbe ....rlord., are due
cut thls year.

Terr,. Prot.cbett·a newly publi.h.d no.... l. Bquill
R1t..., wa•••rial1_d on M:>-I.... Hour on Radl0 4
in lanuary.

Robart. S11 ....rbarS; JIDmI. LJ_ OverdrJ..., - Villi••
Glbeon. the tbird and suppaaedly th. laat nov.l ln
bie 'cyberapace' ••quenc.; Tbe eo.JllfJ of tbe
Qu.ntu. c.t. - Fredertk Pobl; Tbls 1s tbe ....)' tbe
"'orld EndJil - Ja_. JIorrow, and anti-nucl.or
5lI.tira; li.,ll "'at.r - Ion Vat.&on•• new colleetlon
of ebort atories; Goll.lJCz/SUnday TJaes SF
~ttt10.. starte., th. wlnn.r. atld runnere-up.
for ehl1dr.n th.r.·a the flret of a two-part
fontasy by DouSl•• Hill. Blede of tbe Po1aotuJr. to
be follo_d ln autula1l by P.tber of Ff.Dds; ther.·s
a ne" eollactitln of chl111ns short etoriell hy loon
Aiken. A Goo6e on your Gr• .,.: .nd, perhape
ine ... tt.hly, ther.·s Tb. Second Gr..t Dtlne Tr110/!~

- I'rav.k Herbart. the lallt thr•• nove1e ln th.
l5erle. satb.rad togatber in one "'011'_ o .... r 1100
pagae long.

)Ieanwhl1.. the !tret tltles 11l th. GOLLA'CZ
paper~ck lin. ho .... been announesd. In Kay ther.
will ba "'Itcb "'orld - Andre 'orton, Ugel Irltb tb.
SWord - C. J. Cherr,b. Tbfl otber S1d. of tbe Sky 
.Art.bur C. Clarke. Helf1r. - Gr.g Beor. Tbe ....s6"s of
T1 .. - Robert SU ....rberg. Tb. F.eelfl55 bD - lacll:
Vance. Jl18bt_lk - Bob SMIw and JU_Joo of Gre.,tt~

- Hal Cle_at. The.. are follo_d in Jun. by ...,b
of tbe ...1 tcb Varld - .I.adrII 'ortoa and lire ~"'8

tbit Blind - Robert Holdetack; atld In July by ster
GIIte - "'ndr. 'orton and To L1.,. Age1D - Robert.
SI1 ..erberg.

OOLLA'CZ ba.... announced tbeir epring lillt.
Hardbacke includ.: /?obot 1JrelJ-s - l&4ac Asi.,v, an
lliulltroted adition of 011 hle robot short
etoriall. w1tb tln. new et.ory odd..d; Aoc1ellt L18bt _
Aary o..ntle. the sequ.l to Golden Vltcbbread.
along with. ra1Sl5u. of her ftrat book, A Ha.,k ID
S11...,r. Tbe lAB.C~ of lIeorot - Larr)' 'l..eD. Jerry
Pournelle ond Ste.... n Barne.; ster of G~p51es _

nv .I.Il) PORTHCOIII.G BOOKS

W. H. ALLEIf: Tb. eo.plete SUper...tur.l 8(or1eli of
Rud)'.rd ZJp11"'8 - ed. Pet..r Haitltl18. 'ysterJous
.IIotor1~ stor/eli - ed. VUlta. Pattr.lck.

ARROW: Bod.r·. Ga.- and Spe.k..r for tbe Deed _
Orsoa Scott. Card. Tile Bled SbJp - Chrietopber
Rowle,..

BANTAM: Tbe POtOt..n - na..id Brltl, Cb/!l~/ons of tbe
S1db. - lI:enn.. tb C. Plint..

CE.TURY: T/ae out of lUod - JOhD R.

CORGI: Tbe "Jz.rd aDd tb. ".rlord - lilh:abeth H.
Bo,..r, TIMr of tbe Luc~ - "'nne J1cCaffr..y.

FutURA: Tbe JI......r~ of Vblt.oe55 - 11:1. St.atll ..y
RobiElllOD. T.,lllBbt of tbe Gods 2: GrOlJ's Otber Bye
- Deanie Schaldt. Tb. Po_r of tb. Serpe.. t - Peter
Valeat.lne Tlalet.t.

ORAFTOIf, ne Be...t Set.,nee P1ct10.. of lse.c As/.,..
- l&aac .Ast~... L.tt.rs fro. tbe De.d - Ca-J)bell
Hlacll:. Orpb.ns of tbe Sky - Robert .... BeiDleitl.

GREE'HILL, Tour...11,,·. 71_ Cheque. - P . .An..t.e,..
Pl._told J27 - Edgar Vallace.

GOLLA.CZ: .. F.ll of Ifoondust - M-t-bur C. Clarke. A
v.r-e.tb of st - Bob Shaw. T/lJs .Is tbe "'ay tbe
Vorld linds - I Jlorrow. Equ.l R1tes _ Ter..,.
~::~helt. Tbe F.ll of tb. FluuJ/eG - Pbtllip

JUCDOIIALD: Tbit Farse I .. tb. Forest - nchael Scot.t
RObaa.

X£THUEII: Door. of bJ.. Fece. La.". of blli Jloutb _
Jl:oe;er Zelall:Dy.

NEW EIIGLISH LIIlRAkY: EzplId1ttOD to e.rtb - Arthur
C. Clarke. Tb. Sant.rOlf. &rrter - Pratlk Herbert •
Tbe Tears of tb.. City - Prederill: Pohl. Tbe lee
ZJIJIJ - alcbael 8c<::It.

ORBIT: c.t LarJ". - ncbael Coney. The lI'.Inter of
tbe ibrld 1: Tbe An.,1J of lee - ncbael Scott
Rohan. "Jor Operat1on - Ja__ Vbit•.

OXFORD: Tbor Ro"/DII lUud - Isaac "'si.,,,.
'.'bU.t on the eubj.ct of reprint.s. new titlae
announced by OREE'HILL SCIEIICE FICTIO. AIID FAJlTASY PALADIII: Tbe 71cht Thet lixploded - Villia. S.
are "liter of bJIi Fet. - 1."clllreD CobbaD Burrougbe. In IUlt .... Lu~)' T.rrJtar)' - Pbilip 11:.
originally publishad in l81:t0. and The B1Jnd spot - D1cll:.
"'u.t.in Hall and Ko_r Bon PUnt., !tret publillhed
ln 19'51. PAI: LlIIrk Godli - T.H.0.1I:1 .. 111.

GRAPTOIl olfere ue July 20, 201P,. A LlII)' 1n tb. 11f. PEIlGUI 1IiI: Tbe First .u In tbe JIooD - H.G.Vells.
of tbe 21st CeDtur)'. ......thur C. Clarke' e
celebrotion of tha 'Oth annivereary of th. Apollo SPHERE: P.lit TJ..6 - Poul AtlderllOtl. Z. r.D.S.
JIlCOD Landlng. Spider VorJd: The To_r - Colla Trevor Ho,.le.
V11I1OD, hie ftret v.nture into SF. LliIIgerspeJJ -
Kat.harlne I.rr; Repl ...), - lI:en Ori-.d. UIf'aII': n. Hour of tbe Tb1n ax- - Coil .. Gr_nland.

Tbe PrJIJClI_ of Fl....... - Ru B_NlOD. Tbft SU_r'.
Tha Spring list froll HODDER includ.e lU_rT - LJ"8 - Cberry W11der.
St.epbeD lI:ing. Sepulcb.re - Ja_.. Herbert and Into
the £Nt Of - "'lan Deon Foet.er.

IIISCBLLAIHOUS
ROBERT llALE'e liet leat.ur.e A 14.,n C105O'J BebJtld,
a coll.ction of ghoet slorl.a by forlDer 11111 buy.r
for ITV Leell. Balli_ll. and Cl.SJ51c storl_ of
JI:yster~. Horror ",.,d SUspen,... .dlt-.d by Si.,a
Petbericll:.

'0 sooner hall st...r T7w~ lV: Tbe VOT.ge BOatt open.d
tn A_rlca. tban it le announe.d tbat Ad.lral Kirll:
hi-..lf, VUU•• ShatDer. wl11 direct tbe fiftb
Star Trek fil... lIe.nwhile • new St.er Trek



t.l.vi.ion s.ri•• i. b5ing _d. for transDi••ion
in "_rica lat.r this year. It IS •• t 100 year.
aft.r the ev.nt. of the old tel.vlsion .eri•• , a"d
bas a cOlI.pl.tely diff.rent ca.t. Ther. i. no
iDdication of ho.. this ..ill aff.ct the appar.ntly
l ...cratlv. and un.ndlng _ri•• of Star Trek 1'11_.

Oth.r .nippat. that hay. co_ our way I"elude the
faintl1 unbeli.vabl. lIe_ tbat 0.... Books have be.n
runllillg • 'Does your cat look like Fritti
Tailcha..r?' c0-Jl&tition wltb a srand prize of a
year'. .upply of lleow IU.. Tal1cha..r is tbe
epo"yIllOU. b.ro of Tad Vi111a_ TlIllcbll_r,
r.vi._d ill. rec."t Paperback I"f.rllo. <I dld,,'t
lik. it - )(sP)

v. alao not. that "_rica" Star Tr.1< fa"s failed
i" tb.ir calilpalg" for a Star Tr.1< cO_lIIOratlv.
ata.p wb." the Ci tiz.lI. Po.tag. StaB}> "dviaory
Service of the U. S. Po.tal Service d.1l1ed th.ir
r.qu••t. Po.tal official Donald KeDo_l1 i. quot.d
a. _1ing, ' V. do not put co_rcial .nterpri•••
on po.tag. ctaapa'.

CASSAIIDRA GOES PUBLICI

After three yean; as a work.bop wi th a payi ng
1I8lllbarcbip, the eassandra group 1. to be
r ••tructured. 1I8lllber ..hip 1. to be dropped, and all
publicatiOn. no'" _leo_ cubll.l •• lons frolll any
amat.... r wrl ter, The Ilercury poctal worksbop i.
al.o open to anyone who wi.h•• to tal<. part.

ea.candra'. ai_ rell.llin the 150_: to .ncourage ne'"
wrlt.r., and to prolKlte int.lllg.nt SF to a ...id.
audienc•. eas.."dra is not a pllylng _rket but all
_nuacripts ..ill be gtv.n a .ylilpath.tlc reading,
and autbors 01 rejected .tortec ..ill be told ..hy
they _r. rejected, If tb••.!lclo... II .t••~d.
IIddr._d en_lope.

Tb. anu.l _el<end worl<shop i. to be continued, but
on tbe basi. of invttaiton r.tb.r than first co_,
first served. Anyone ..Isbing to .ubll.it a story for
con.id.r.tlon should flr.t g.t In touch ..Ith
Bernard SlI.lth for furth.r detail •.

eo_tldra "ntboiosy (short .torl••>.nd general
enqulrl •• : Bernard SlI.tth, e V.nsford Wall<,
Thorplande Brook, tiorthampton 1f1l3 4YF

Stant'in41 (poetry), Crystal Egg <Children's
fiction): Steve Bowkett, ee lIorthampton Road,
Market H.rboro...gh, Leics, uno ;HF

Drea~pe <article .. about how to write) and all
_gazln. .ubscriptlon.: Dave Cl._nts, 0;
Round.hlll Road, Kettering, Iorthant., lIIl~ OBE

IIllrcur,. <po.tal workshop) and. clubs liaison:
Sourb... t, 1'5 So... th Bank Av.nue, York, YOO lOR

I'll OVS

Th. On. Tun has ..:.vedl You _y alr••dy kno... that
SF fans hav.. been meeting r.g;ularly On th.. first
Thur..say ot the .cnth at the One Tun In Farrlngd.on
for _11 ov..r ten y.ar.. In r ..cent y..ars tb..
pre.i.e. b.v. become rat.h.. r crowded and. it is
nothing unC01lll.On to _e forty or fifty peopl.
_tand.ing around in t.he .tr.... t out.lde, enjoytng
the cooler air.

Xov•• hay. b5en afoot for .0_ Itttle ti_ to find
another, larger pub, but tht..... accel.rat.d. by
th.. landlord'. d ..cll:lon at tb.. January Tun to ban
a _ll-known Lnndon fan frolll the pub on th..
ground. of this fan'. hOlllO_xuallty. Many tan.
teel unable to conttnue patronl .. ing tbe pub under
the.e circu1l6tances, and th.. IDOnthly gathering
..111 be IlIOv1ng to t.he Welltngton, oppo.ite the Old
Vic entrance ot 'iaterloo Stat.ton as trem the
February meeting, ~th Fabruary.

TAFP/GUFP/DUFP

The.. thr•• fan fund. have announced their U~e6-61

candtdat..s and. ballot. are avallabl.. fro. tbe
adll..1ni.trator•. Voting i. Op<tn to a.nyone ..ho baa
been active In SF falldo. for at l.aet one ,...ar.

TIoPP <The Tran6-"tlantic Fan Fund) will _nd an
"_ricen fan to Coneplr.cy this Augu.t. Tb.
noatne•• are Bl1l Be_r., Brian Ea.rl Brown, Mike
Gllckeobn, Jeann. Go..:.ll and Robert Licht ....n.

Dead.llne for voting i. Ll and. the d.ad.lin. I.
X-rcb 14th. Ballot. are .vatlable troll. Greg
Picker.gill, 1a Lawrence Road.. South Eallng,
London V'5 4IJ.

GUPF (The Going Und.r F.n Fund, or G.t 1Tf'-and-ov.r
Fan Fund) .,ill _nd. an " ....tralian fan to
COnspiracy thie "ugu.t. Tbe noDin.es are V.l ....
Brown, Ir..in Hlr.h a"d J.an 'i.ber. The d.eadline
.,111 hay. p566ed by the tl_ tbi. edition ot Xatrx
geee to prese hut any donation. to_rd.. the fund.
.hould go to Rve Harv.y, 43 Harrow Road.,
Car.halton, Surrey SJC5 3QH. Vlnn.r to be announc..d
a ••oon a. I bear.

DUPP (The Down Ond..r Fan Fund.) .,111 _nd a 1I0rth
._rtcan tan t.o the "uetralian .atlonal Conv.ntion
in "pr11. Candid.ate. ar. Lucy Huntzinger, Kathy
Sander., Laurralne Tutiha.i and. and. To. YhltlllOr...
Th. dead.ltn. _. Dece.b5r 31 1;80 .0 J .,111
bop<ttully be able to announc. tb. winn.. r in the
n.ar future.

0.._ Collins ."d. T.rry Broo_ are taking •
collectloll "itbin SP fa"do. to donat.. to charity
tn _.cr,. ot Rob Gr.gg, who <It.d recelltly.

Cb.que••bould be _d. pay.ble to J)av. Collilla and
all d.onatlon••hould. be _nt to Dave at 21 S.l.lgb
Clcaa, Bitt.rne, So... tha-pton, S02 !5FB.

Terry Broo_ i_ pr...ntly I" bospltal in Xansfleld
and would., I'll. .ure, apprectate l.tter•. In the
_anti__ .,iab bla a ...Ift. recovery. He can b5
re.ched at the following .d.dr•••.

V.rd. 1', Harlo" Vood. Orthopa.dic Ho.pi tal,
IotUnghaa Road., X-1I.fi.ld, Iott., IG18 4TH

Owen Yhlteeak .,ill be re.id.nt In London frOID lat
F.. hruary. All 11I411 .hould ba addressed ole Pam
'01..11., 24. Beech Ro.d., 80_. Park, London, 1II11 2DA

MEMBERS'
NOTICEBOARD

Ple.. note that all .ntrl.. on tbe Ita_ber.
Iotic.board ar.. absolutely FREE and that all
ad.v.rt. should be ..nt to _ <X-ure.n Port.r> .t
tbe .dt torlal addre_. J'll taka For sale .nd.
Vanted ads, plua ad. for pa.ntriend.., and other
ten. in your area, tho...g;b .t .y d.iacr.tion, not to
_nUon ad.. tor help, anythins like that.

VAlIT"

I'. still looki ng for child.ren.' fantasy book.,
hard.back or paperback. 1'. particularly I nter••ted.
in titl.s by Ed.,ard. Rager, Jan.. Louts Curry and.
Loui.e Lawrence. I a. alao looking for Drotro.d
A:l.lMt by Diana Wynn. Jen••. Or t.ll me ..hat you've
got .nd I'll let you know. 1 am Xaureen Porter,
114 Guildhall Street, Polk••ton., K.nt, CT20 lE5.
Tel 0303 52;3;
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I'd 11k. to tunk tb~ _1I.be.r. of clu~ ad grou~

..bo bav. alr.ady be..n In toucb with _ about tbl.,
but I a. still tr,lna to cOli-pile a cOlI.plete
ll.tlna of SF clubs and grou~ la tha UK aEld
world..lde for CoEl.plracy, the Worldcoa la Brlshtoa
lEI 1981.

Can anyone pl.a_ l.nel .. a copy of The llaklng of
.sp.ce 1999 by nil. Healel?

Plea.. coatact Pat..ick L•• , 24 Ou-.:ten OTlv••
Cbesbunt, Harts, E.8 9RL

If you are a _.be.r of a local or unlv....lty
group, pl.a.. GBT I' TOUCH a••ooa a. poe.lbla.
WE..I. and~ doe. your club _et aad we. sbould
I ..nd Infor_tlon t01

Tho_s )( DIscb - c.." Concentration. Rupert Hart
Davi.. 1968. lat eel, vg-nll condition tn du.t.
jaclr.et

t a. aleo collecting fan%IEl.s, club%IEles and
n._zln•• frail no.. until Augu.t Hle7, for display
In tbe fan rooll at COlfSPIRACY. Tbl. 1& &.QC:l1.
~ for your group or %In•. U.. Itt

GO o.r Deluga _ wltb _Ill!!

I a. Pall. Yell. of 24a Beecb RCHld, 80_. Park,
Lonelon, III 2DA. Or you caEl pbone _ on 01-889
0401 after 8p. anel at _akand•.

Can anyon. halp _ Obtain copl.s of tb. following
Eric Frank Ru...ll sbort .torl•• : -

Controllar (Astounding SF, Karch 1944)
Invl.lbl.(~ptaln Putur•• wlntar 1(40)
Tba Kid fro. Kal_-.%oo (Panta.tlc Adyentur••
Augu.t 1944)
Bgyptlan Epl.oda <Tal•• of Crl_ and Punlsh_nt.

1(38)
Poor Dead Fool <Thrilling Detactiy. Star I •• , Jan

1(38)
Spontaneous Frognatlon (UnkElown, July llil40)

0 .. Butterfly Plenat by Pblilip B Hlgb. publl.h.d
by Hal •.

E C Tubb - Ten fro. To.:>rroOl, Rupert Kart-D.yl.,
llilOIL l.t ad, vl\-nll conelltlon In elu.t jack.t.

E C Tubb - Deatb :Iii a drea~ Rupert Hart-DaYI.,
n.d. 1.t .eI. vg-n. condition In elust jack.t.

Off.rl8 pIa.... to St.n .Icboll., 2 Alll.on Court.,
43 Park.bill Road, London••V3 2YD

PracUcal1y (7) :full _t of o.n:l llagllzlne. Sal. of
the century .t £40.

R.ad.r's Union SF Hardback. Ll. LI.t••yall.bl•.

Also ..... nt.eI - SF :fll_ on Phllli* L••erellsc.

For sal. - DaanaUo1:l AIl.y and Abba - tba Mayle
<L...rellsc).

Alaacl.alr Gray - 1 copy ••cb of Janl"e, 1982 and
The Pall of Kelv:ln lfalker. botb n•• r enough .Int.
condition bardback. Sen.lbl. offerl& only to
Xaur.en Port.r at the .dlt.orl.l adelre6&.

D"vlel V Barrett, 23 o..kf1eld Rd, Croydon, CRO 2UD

I all. Anelraw Pe.tall, 12 Down. RCHld. En:flalel,
Klddl...x. E.l IPA.

COatact Joyce .t 'orth.a.t London Polyt.chnlc.
Lonl\brldl\e Road, Daganball, RK8 2AS

•................................................................

THE PERIODIC
TABLE

: THE BE'ELUX SF PROJECT (SFancon l~)- 26 Octobar.
~ Aal.t. Baigluli.

~ by Graha. Andr• .,.

: So_ people ball.v. that no Sf conyent1on can
: .ucce.d wltbout at lea6t on. 'Big .a_' GOH - pro
: and/or fan. Vell, the Benelux SP Project (aka
: SFancon l~) provld.eI .t..ong .yldence to tb.
: contrary. (My .pologles to both Eddy C Bartln and
: Robart S_t•• wbo have acquired 'BIg 'a_' .tatu.
: a.:>ag alLl. Buropean6. .nd d...ry. to ba battar
: kn010fll .broael).

: Tb. proj.ct toolr. pl.ca In tbe fuacUon rooll. of •
: pub c.ll.d De 'l.u_ "d. Ian (work It out
: your_lv.a)ln lst·. ven.rabl. Grot. Karkt
: (elltto). It an Ide.l v.nu. for I&ucb a .nue:
: conv.nt.lon : a _ll-stoclr.ed bar, a rooll.Y .taS.,
: and plenty of .pace for .pectatora, book t.abl •• ,
: art elt.pl.,. etc. Tb. - conv.rsatlonal! - 'cr.ck'
: "a. very good. U.o, l.st. ! forgat, tb. project
: "a.' a) open to the general public, anel; b) fr••
: of .dlli•• lon cbarga.

: A bigbligbt of tb. prilBDry progralllllle was a pan.l
: dl.cusslon on 'Hardcore SP and Pant.asy'. witb,
: alK>ng otber•• Patrick Van de VI.l •• AnnelDSrl. Van
: Ewyck. Ke•• Van Toorn .nel the ublqultuou. Eddy C
: Bartin. BCB al.o g.y. a talk about 'Kod.ern SF .nd
: Horror Fanta.y in Flanders'. r.adlng fro...yeral
: of btl& own work•. Robart. S_t. lat.r follo_d .uit
: ..Ith a talk/ra.eling .nUtled 'SF for tb.
: R.volutlon'.

: Tb. _cond.ry prosra..- l1:lclueled an .ff.ctl.,.
: S:forror-Sbow parody by Gll ba.. t ele Vllde. plua

A lforld of lff.lldo_
Do.fno

Thay
A"fta

A Double Slll.dow
U"llId

I b.v••lso r.c.lyael a r.quast for b.lp frolll Joyc.
Day, Secr.tary of tb. Sclenc. Fiction Found.atlon,
wblcb Is bas.d at. tb. .ortbeaat London
Polytacbnlc.

If anybody would 11k. to don.te book. to tb.
found.tlon library••be would be ertr._ly glad t.o
r.c.lv. t.be•. At pr•••nt sbe is particularly k••n
to obtain worn ot crltlcls•.

I'll. lnt.r.steel In SF lIteratur•. I .,guld llke to
_Ir.e cont.ct wltb SF fans In the UJ:. I offar all
book••nel SF _Sa%lne. ayailable In Poll.b and I
can ••cung. tba. for Engll.b SF book. .nd
_ga:l:1n••. I woulel ba v.ry Sr.t.ful for belp.

Vltolel Kuryl.k. 44 - 100 Gll ..lca. ul. Vrocla_ka
24/8. Polanel.

Thl. I. • reque.t tbat the BSF.l ba...celv.d
recently. Ve can't sat involvad la a.cunS.
prosr• ..-s as aa orSanlsatlon but If any _.bar
would like to set In touch ..Itb Vltolel. plea..
f .. l fr•• to do .c.

David Banedlctu.
Rlcurel Cowper
Ka, Dick
J:.ltb Robe.rt.
Fraelerlck Turnar
Jay WIlllall6

Any condition p/b or hlb

Tr... Tbe Garde" of Jllna Delaomay
M./ll Tlck~t Sa_whare tbere lire I.Illnd. (used In

Tha Flip Side of Do.tnlc Hyde)



exhibitions of film pos;ters, SF-orientad postage
Gtll.,"ps II.nd vintage pulp _gazines (not just frolll
th.. USA). Georges 'Count' Coune hadthe largest
bookstall and it was possibl .. to pick up scarce
ptIperbacks for rldiculously low pric..s by Anglo
AlIlerican standards.

0-8 Jlbrch, E...... x (anywh..re in particular?)

.eJabership: L12.00 plu& 3 SASEs
Finally, II. sJH!Cill.l ~tbll.nk you~ lIlust be extended to
the or8I1.ni ..er, PlI.trlck Van de \/iele, wh turned the Send cheque../POsfetc to 00 Burdett Avenue,
notlon of a local sf project into reality after Veostclltf-on-Sea, Essex, SS) 1JV
plll.ns for the lIIOre alllbitiouos B41neluxcon 13 hll.d
fll.ll .. n through. An Ir..in Allen CUIll General Xed1a Convention.

COIIVEIITION ROUIIDUP

Supporting __ber&hlp lDeanS that you ..ill rec.,lve
all progress reports ot the conventlon, the
progrll.mlIlIII book. badge and th" oth.. r bit.. and
piec.... handed out. A progre.... report i. just that,
so_tblng wblch gives you inforllllltion on how the
con 1.. developing, how to get tbere, and tbe
current liost of _1Il'bers. The more sophlaticated
on.... will oft"n contain articles or piecas of
original work by gue..ts, and ..0 on. The progra_
hook i .. ba..ically &Omething which tells you about
tbe convention, eupplies a ti_table ot events,
introduction& to the guests, and, aod, and. The
lIIOst "laborat" productions are alIDOst :zln,,& in
their own right. and _11 worth hanging on to.

.l.ttending _lIbert.hip DeanG that you cao go to the
conv.. ntion as _11. It i& pos.. ible to cOllvert trolll
supporting to attending ....lIlber.bip. generally by
payi ng the balance bet_"n the two.

Pre-supporting _Jaber..hipa and conveotion bidding
are ..o_what different. If you pay pre-.....pporting
_mbership you are .bowing your .upport for tbat
convention in its attelllpt to win tb" bid to put on
a convention. You're 11.1&0 providing finance to get
tbe bid on tbe road, tor pUblicity and bidding
parties. If the convention you .upport ..in.,
you'll find that your pre-supporting DOIl1lber.hip i.
deducted trom the supporting/attending _.ober.hip.
You lIIII.y occasionally f1nd that liven if your bid
lo&t, the winniog tea III are feeling generous and
wIll do the same. but tbis is not a general rule.
Rot all conventionli involve bidding. It occurs for
..ucb thing" a8 Ealltercons and \/orldcons. wbich are
annual and peripatetic. and also for Unicons.

A celebration of tbe !50th annivllrsary of tbe fin.t
ever SF convention. held in Leeds in 1931.

13-15 Fllbruary, Queen' .. Hotel, Leed&

)(embeTilihip: Attending LO.OO

Send cheques/POs/etc, ptIyable to "Conception",
12 Fearnville Terrace. Oakwood, Leeds, LS8 3DU

Exeter Uni ver.. l ty SF Group' .. 6th Annual Convention

21-22 February, Cornwall Hou6e, Exeter University.

GOH: TOIll Sbippey

.elllbership: Ll. Available trolll Exeter university
SF Group, c/o Societie6 Rack, Unlversity of
Exeter, Exeter. Devon.

20-22 February, Cincinnati. Ohio

Jnfor_tion frolll Bill Bowere, 2408 Harrison
Avenue. Cincinnati, OH 45211. USA

A con for fanzine fans, nearest approx111l1ltion
lIigbt be a combination of .exicon and the now
defunct Silicon...

3-5 April, Ladbroke Silver Sands Holiday Centre.
Caister-on-Sea, .orfolk

Xembership: Fander.on melllbere Le. Ll2 tor non
...mbers. AccolllllOd.ation, I' III told. is cbeap.

Contact: Fanderson '87, 02 ...ath Road, Iltord,
Ellllllex, IGI lJB

The 1967 Eastercon

11-19 April. Jletropole Hot.el, nco Birm.1nghalll
(Plea6e notll thll correctlld date)

Gusst ot Honour: Xeith Robgrta
Fan Guests ot Honour: Jlbleolm Ed..ards
Atkinson

.IIJaber.hip: Attending Lll. Supporting LO

Send cbequss/POs/lltc, payabls to ~B41ccon~, to
Eeccon '61, HI1 The Heights, 1I0rtbolt, Xiddle..ex.

1981 Australian Rational SF Convention

18-20 April ()(()VED froll 25-21 April)
Queanbeyan, ACT, Australia

Gue..ts of Honour: Robert A6prin $; Lynn Abbey
Pan Guest of Honour: Jobn .eWIIIII.n

.elllbar..hip: Attllndiog: 1.$25 in advance, AS30
the door, Supporting: AS5

Infor_tion trom Capcon. PO Box 312, Fylllhwick,
2009 ACT, Australia

23-25 April. lIice, France

An acadeatc conterence witb tbe theme: Bdgar Allan
Poe and Visionary Reaeon

Querills and propoBal. tor paper. to: Xre Denise
Terrel, dirllctor, Centre d'.tude de la .6taphore,
Facult6 des Lettree et Seience. HUllIII.ines,
Univereittt de lIics, 98 bd Bdouard Hllrriot, SP 309,
Oe001 lIice Cadex. France

Jlby 1~4, Liverpool

Intor_tion: Jean Barron, 39 Oarsinghalll Avenue,
London B12 5QF

29 Jlby-l June, .e"bury

.ellbership: <t5
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Contact' Irystyna Obarn. 81shop's Cottag.. Park
Hou_ Lan., re.ellne;, Berka. RG3 24M. Cheque.
payable to • Rublcon' .OODOTB&

3-~ July, Wew H.ll. C.mbrielg.

OOM Oeralelln. Harrls

OI••gO..•• 10th Su_r SF Conv.ntlon

1'1-22 Jun., Centr.l Hot.l, Glasgow

X.llberablp: SupporUng £4.00, Att.ndlng U.OO

Contact, AltMocon '87. c/o ll.ark ".nan, ·Burna ..... ••
Stlrllng Ra.d, Du.tMorton. O822PJ

Xythopoalc Socl.ty
Retrospectl".

"lIber.hlp, .ltt.nding L30 (chl1dr.n 8-14 £l~ 00>
Supporting ,tlO (.OU: RISB I' KEKBBRSHIP RATES; •

j~~tact' Con.plracy '87, PO Bo. 43. Callbrldge. CSI

30 Oc:tober-l 'ov.llber. 'aahvtll •• T.nn••••••

Gu••t of Honour, Pt.r. Antony
F.n Gu••t of Honour, Frank I.lly Fr.a.

Infor_tion froa Vorld Fanta..y Conv.ntlon '87. Box
~~l, Darl1ll8ton 8ranch PO, Pawtucket. RI 026<11,

19M aDd OD_rdll:

10-12 Jun•• 1988, P.t.rborough

O. O. H - to be •.rrang.d

xallbarahlp, Suppporth.g L!5. Att.ndtng £11.00

Infor_tton froll Chrl. Ayr•• , 67 .lyr.. Orlv••
Stanground. P.t.rborough.

14~27 July. Xarquett. Unlv.r.lty, XU_uk•••
Viacon.tn, USA t.nt.tlv.ly July 19S8

Central Hot.l, Glasgow. Scotl.nd
Yrl t. for furth.r tnfor_tlon to Xythcon XVIII.
clo John 0 Ratcl1ff. Conf.r.nce Secr.tary. 626. Gu.at of HODOUr: C J Ch.rryh
117th Str••t 112. 1U1 ..auk•• , VI ~3233. USA.

Tht. wa. a Burocon bid but ..111 appar.ntly go
ah.ad r.gardl._.

Infor_tion from At tMocon '118. 10~ Cr.lgton Road.
Thfl 4~th World SF Conv.ntlon (th. firat In SrUaln GOVan. Ola.gow. Scotland, O~l 3RQ.
stnc. 1'179)

27 Augu.t - I Sept••ber. Ililtropol. Hotfll '" Th. 1988 Burocon wl11 be In Hungary. rather
Brighton CoIntr•• Brlghton controv.rslally a. appar.ntly. the COn Should havII

rotat.d to the Vflst that y.ar anyway.
Gu••t. of Honour' Dorls t.._ing, Alfr.d BoI.t.r.
Arkady .nd Borl. Strugat.ky. Jl. Burn.

Contact, Hungarlan SF Soclety. Eurocon Co-.ttt•••

.:~.~~~:':'.~~:.r.:..~.r.~~:..~~ ~.t.~~•••••.•••••••••••.•••••••.••••••••••••~~~~.~~::••~~.~~~::.'•• ~.-.~~?~ .

Fan Ou••ts of Honour, I.n and Joyc. Slat.r. 0. ....
Langford

Store \.\brs

Tht. _ •• the .tart of a hopefully regular column
whlch .potllghts varlou••paclallat SF-r.lat.d
bu&ln••••• around the country. I' ....tr._ly
grat.ful to Stan 'lcholl. for all the hard worll: h.
hali put Into produclng the .trlng of arttcl •• I
.ball be us1ng. Thl. t1me I've al.o cOllpll.d a
11.t of .paclall.t. &hop••round the country. I
don't clal. cOllpl.t.ne•• and ..111 hopefully be
upd.att ng it wUh 1nfor.... Uon from BSFA _aber.. I
ahould add that a _nUon In tht. colullll .bould
not be r.gard.d a. a r.co_ndat10n frail the BSFA

A - IlIpOrt colll1c.
B - Back 1••u. coate.
C - f11m and tv book& and ....gazin••
o - _rchandl••
E - SFffantasy - .el.ctlon
F - SF/fanta., - .peclaU.t
G - ...11 ord.r
11 - II1II11 ord.r only
J - .tandlng o ..d.r/ra_rvatlons _rvlc.

10-14 August. 1081!1. Budapast.

Rodn.y BoolI:•• 33 Longbrtdg. Rd, Barking. S._x

A, B. J

.lndro_da, e4 Suffolk St. Blrll1nghall, Bl ITA

C. D. F. G

:tost.lgla • Colll1c•• 14-1<1 S .... Ubrook Qu••n.way.
Biratngha., B~ 4E.

A, B,C, O. B. G, J

Vond.rworld. 2<1 Achl.y Rd, Bo.COlibe. BoUrn.laOuth,
Dor_t. BHl 4LH

A. B. C. G. J

For.v.r P.opla, 50 Park Str•• t. Brl.tol

A. B. C, 0, 1", J

A_rlc.n CO.le Bnt.rprl_.
Colch••t.r. B.....

A, B, C, 0, G. J

Cardlff Fanta.y c.ntr•• Jacoba ....k.t, CAnal Yharf
llark.t Stall (Sat Only)

.l, B. E. J
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SF Book&bop, 40 \lest. Cros& Cause ..ay, Edinburgb

A, B, C. D, F. G, •

AKA Books and CODics. 33 Virginia St, Glasgo",
m

A, B, C, D. F, ]

Futureshock, 200 "'oodlands Road, Glasgo", G3

A, B. C, F, G. ]

T..iligbt Zon.. , 47 Princes Av.. , Hull, HUlllbersld..

A, B, C, D, F. G, ]

Quality Art, '502 KIngs Road, Chelse.. , London. S ... lO

A, B, C, D. B, G. J

Odys6ey 7. Manche.ter University Precinct.
Ro..d, Xanchester

A, B, C, D. F

Ody66ey Xagazine .. nd P06ter Centre, 21 Hanging
Ditch. Corn Exch..nge Buildings. Xanche.ter M4

A, B. C. D, Ii

Read.rs Drealll. 100a Harlington Road .....t. Felthall,
)uddle&ex

A. B, E. ]

Jack's Planet, 370 Iltord Lane, liford, Eliisex Tt_slip, 17
lEI 7PE

Place, 'eweastle upon Tyne,

A, B, E. J

Globe Fantlllsy, Xargaret'Iii Green, Ips..ich.
Suffolk

A, B, C. 0, E. G, ]

Books, Bits and Bob$, 8 RlchlllOnd Rd. Klng&ton upon
ThalDl!s. Surrey

A. D, C, D. E. J

OdylOsey O. Harrison St, Ott VIcar Lan... Leeds

A, B, C, D, F

"'orlds of Vonder. 12-13 JIlini Market. Lincoln

A, D. C, F

Cbapter One, 0 London Rd, Liverpool. L3 5lfF

A, D, C, D. F, J

Ogre Books, 120 Picton Road. Llv.. rpool, L15

A, B, C, F, ]

At tbe SIgn of tbe Dragon, 131 Sheen L",ne, London,
S"'14 8AE

A. C. D, F. G, ],

COllllc Showcase, 70 lieaI Street. London. "'C2

'. B

Eternal COlllics, 09'5 Seven Sisters Rd, London,
m

A, B, J

Fantasy Centre, 1'57 Holloway Road, London. 1f7

F. G

Forbidden Pl .. net, 23 Denlllark St, London....C2H 811"

A, B. F

Forbidd.n Planet 2, '58 St Gile's High St, London,
we.

e. D

H..ro.... , 21 Canonbury Lane, London, If I

'. B

London Comic S41fOS, Unit 17, 49-53 K"Dli;;ington High
St Xarket, London \18

A,B, G. ]

A. B, C. D. P, G. ]

'06talgia 6 Collies, 129 IUddle....lk, Bro..dmar6h
Centre. Wottingham

A, B. C, D, E, ]

Comlx '" Collies, 83 Upper St Giles St. 'or"ich, lI'RI
UB

A. B, C. D. E, ]

R.. inbo..•• End. 78a Co..ley Road, Oxtord, OX4 2BX

A, B, C, B, G. J

Hou6e on the Borderland, 107b CrolllweI I Rd,
Peterborough

A, B. C. D, F, G

Shetfield Space Centre, 48'5 London Road. Heeley.
Sheffl.1d, 52 4HL

A, B. C, D, P, G. ]

Fine Llne6, '57 High Stre.t. Shoreham, Sussex

A, E. G

Collector's Drealll. 4 Tah:.. W..y, Victoria Circus,
Southend, B••ex, SS2 '5BH

A, B, G, ]

W... Book6hop. 339 Chartwell Square,
Circus. South.nd. Bss.x

A. B, C. F, ]

Fantasy World, 10 Xarket Squ .. re Arcade. Hanl.y,
Stoke-on-Trent, St.at!s

A, B, C. D, F, G. ]

Outer Liaits, Rembrandt House, 'ihippotndell Rd,
Vat!ord, H.rts

A, B. C, D, G, J

The Place. 68 "'orcester St, Wolverhampton. VV2 4LE

A, B, C, D. E, J

Xail Order Bu.~nesee.

A - Be .. Book&, II - Secondhand.

Thl& list is 6ubjact to rev1s1en.
tor catalogue.

Quality Comics, 3 L...ishalll 'lay. Jew Cross, Londen. Black Hill Books, The Vain Hou•• , Black Hill,
SE14 6PP Clunton, Craven ArlllS, ::;hropshlre. SY7 0]0

A, B, C, D. E, G, J
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Fantast. <Xed ..ay) Ltd (Ken and Joyc. Slat.er),
Box 23, Upwell, \H.bech, Cambli, PE14 OBU

Dreaat..rry 'lIne
Kancbe.ter, XU 7... Don>, 233 Kaine Road, pos.lbly d.liCrtbe Van Vost' .. dlr. CD-IWterworld as

·A trlgbtenlng nov.l that tak•• HJ84 one step
turther"?) Tbere Is eVen an "Unr.adable· _ctlon,
to wblcb b. conslgn. the real junk - includlnS
Ja_. Branch Cabell (wblch cau.ed .0_th1ng ot a
fu.. apparently>, E. R. Edd1.on and ErIc van
Lustbad.r. (J .bouldn't tblnk tb.re were too ..... ny
complalntli about tbe latt.r.)

LeI;< EIiCOt.t., 84 tvy Ave, Batb, Avon,

Slmon Gosden .. Andy Rlchards, Road,
Rayl.1gb, E....x, SS8 8.J

Jon Harv.y, !It! M1ckl. Hill, Llttl. Sandbur.t,
Callberl.y, Surr.y, GU17 8QU.
SFF BOOKS

Tbe man behlnd SFF Boo~s 1. T.A. '11111:1 nl&On , and h.
d.liCrlbe. hi. v.ntur. a. a ". alx of book_bop,
book club and Dlllsa:z:1ne." Tb. lnsplratlon wa. ".
..hat I believed t.o be a cba.1I in SF retailing: tbe
lack of available hook.. , compr.heneive r.vie_ end
a generel but wld. lnt.r.et magazine." Tbe firet
Issue of his catalogue-cu... journal - dlg••t .i:z:e
In IUbo ..Itb colour ..,..aparouDdli - ap~ared in Kay
'86. So far only Brltllih adltiOns are .toc1l:ed, tb.
aajorlty SF and fantasy, but tbere are plane t.o
widen tb. 1iC0pe and Include so_ borror,
"blstorlcal fantaliy/.,.th. and l.gend....

Tbl. outbreak ot tran.parant bon••ty doa. not eee.
to have be.n a_ count.rproductlv. as It aiSbt at
Hrst appear. "'llk1n.on _ke. tb. point tbat be
wants to cat.r to th. seDeral SF reader (as
opposed to fInIcky tan. pr••uDlllbly), and InsIsts
·Tbe respon.. th.t _ have had ha. be.n all tbat
_ boped tor.· But ho.. to datln. SFF Boo~~ It'_
not a book club In tb. _trlct••t .ense a. tber.
are no _mberehlp dues Dr obl1!aUon to purcba"•.
It I.n't sol.ly a _11 ord.r operation .Itber
because It. catalogue ba. pr.t.ntlon& to belng a
_ga:z:1ne. T.A. 'Il1kln.on say. that tbe tutur. ot
SFF Book_ 1. litl11 under conlild.ration, but tbe
seneral ld.a Iii to ke.p ."'pandlng tbe _ga:z:lne,
wltb the book business re_Ining as it. core.
Actually thl. could be a s_rt aov•. Aft.r all,
n._paper. lind _g.zlne. r.ly On advertising, and
bringing tbe _all principle Into tbe s_ll press
field could .olve tbe probl•• ot _kIng low
clrculatlon publlcatlona viable. (1 tbink
organlsatlona 111l:e tbe BSFA _y benetit from
movIng In a ala1lar dIrection, but tb4t'. anotber
story. > Altbougb a ~tter analogy aigbt be wltb
tb. off..bor. pirate radio statlona of tb. sl",ties.
sev.ral ot tb.a got around tb. gov.rn_nt ban on
broadcasting advertiSing by ISSUing _11 order
catalogu•• , wbicb _e.d to work _11 untl1 .:;Ir.
draConian _asures fInally ..unk tb.a.

SP"P Boon: PO Bo", 712, 65 Dullbrec1l: Road, Eltban,
London SEO IXI'. Tel: 01-11!l9 6649.

It tb.r.'s a danger bar. It's In falling between
two .tools tor too long. wblcb c.n only result In
trag_nUng tbe target audience. CCuat.o....rs?
R.aders?> But tbere are s1gna tbat tbinsa are
.:;Ivlng in tbe rlgbt dIrection, wltb a .teady
Increase In editorIal copy. Several autbor
Int.ervlews have IIppearad, tbere'. a Ilv.ly l.t.tera
colulIJI, and a. ot tbe October .dltlon, fiction la
belns used (In tbla case a pIece by Peter
J(orwood). Tbere are !olng to be .:)re
illuatration., apart froa bookcov.r raproduction.. ,
and a r.gular coapetltlon of 1&0_ I&Ort . .lltbougb I
would 11k. to a.e It .:)ve Into laport.d aaterlal 
a ptIln to organl_, 1 ad.ait - wblch would glv. It
a IIOre cOllpetltlv. 4dge, SFF Books i. an
Innovatlv. att.llpt at a syntb.sls between
r.tal1lng lind pUbl1sblng, and on tbat hal!!li& alOne
d••erves aupport.

Durin! .y own tt_ working In varloua speclallat
.tor.s 1 was oft.n asked wbat crIterIa 1 u..d in
orderIng .tock. I usually replied tbat if booka
_r••elected on a qualltat.lve ba.la alone we'd
probably nll.d only one sbelf to dIsplay all of
tbe.. on. CObv10usly, per.onal opinIons are
enUr.ly .ubjective and In tbe end ptIopl. are
goIng to _ke up tb.ir 0 .... lIinds. > So SFF Boo~s I.
a bIt "nusual In that .aeb tItle on ott.r Is
acco.panied by a critIcal capsule r.vl .... Tbls I.
a deUberate poUcy and Vl1kinson _de bl.
po&ltion clear at the out..t: ·Th. _t annoyins
thing about book club blurbs 1s tbat tb.y t.ll you
.very single book Is great. I d.cld.d tberetore
to t.. bon.at in lIy r.vle_.· So.... of bl. co_nt.
are quit. sbarp. Of an Edmond HamUton novel he
alloYs, "Dated, trite, predictable and ju.t about
r.adable 8 i •.•. IIOre a breedIng ground for
adjectlv.s tban !ood Id.as8 Is the verdIct on
Rlcbard Ford'li JteJv/1.Jg'. VJSJOD, wblle Lord of
LJgbt la r.co....nd..d "for _aocbtata only·. Halt
tb. tun in r.adlng tbe catalog". co__ froll
co.parlng your own .,1._ againat bls. CHow can b. stan .lchoU5....................................................................................................................................

MEDIA REVIER'S
Tb. MagIc Toyabop - London 1'1111 Feat IvaI

1 hav. be.n reading Ansela Carter'. nov.l. and
.bort stortes for ..v.ral y.ar. now' tbey are
often strang. and t.ntastle, using Idea. and
tbe•• COlllJllOn to aclenc. tlctlon and g.nr. fantasy
In unique waya. So wb.n tbe London F1111 Fe.tlval
abo_d Tbe bgJc toy.bop, adapt.d by Angela Carter
fOil ber second novel, I waa naturally Int.reated.

Tbe atory, tbat of thr.e orpban cbildren com1ng to
Ilv. w1tb a cruel uncle and bav1ng to cope ..itb a
n.w way at lIf., la .ublitantlally unalt.r.d tro..
tb. book. The cblldr.n are moved froa country
wealtb to city aqualor, troll wblte-flounc.d tour
postel'"li and nannles to a bouse wbare tbelr uncle
lovea toys and bat.s bu....n beings. His wif. Is
dUllb. b.r brotber. rough and crud. lrlsh_n; all
of tbe.. work tor, .nd tear, tb. toy-.1I:.r. He



_nipulat•• U. toys and tries to <;:ontrol bi.
tallily too. sro..lng <;:ru.l.r a. th.y tors. bonds ot
love and atf.etlon ..ltb on. aDotb.r. In th••nd h.
ov.rr.acb.. bl __lt and Is d••troy.d In hi.
att••pt.. to d••troy their Ilv••.

Th. fil .. focu••• on X.l ..nl.. the .ld••t ot tb.
eblldr.n. on tb. verga ot wollll!lDbood the tl11ll
open.. Sb. I. under eonst ..nt tbr t from b.r
uncI •• beeollins ••"u.. lly ....r .... b. lIlllnlpul.t••
bl. puppet. In symbolic r.pe and att••pt. to goad
bl. brother-in-l .... to tb. r ... l tblns. A..ak.nlng
.e"u.. llty Ie .. common tb•• In Cart.r·. work;
ber...... In Tb. CO.pany of lo'01v.a, It 1. the
• ubJ.et ot lu.h pbQtogr.pby. Th. ea.r.. I1ng.r. on
X.lanl.'. near-n.k.dn... In .yllboll<;: po••• snd
.ltuatIQns. Otb.r I_ge••r ... Iso • .crable: the
toyshop baeo.... ehasber ot horrora, ..I th puppet.
_ta.crphos.d Into bU"lI beings. Tb. c._ra
follows sl••per. Into th.lr dre.lll5. th. I1ttle boy
dr....lng b.·s at 15.... In .1I attl<;: roo.. whleb roll.
and pltehe. III th. wind.

It 1IIIJ.y bII worth IDilnUonlng tbat trl.nd. wbo b.d
not r.ad tb. book tound tb. tl1m ot Tbe 1tJJl!lc
Toyabop acr. satisfactory tban I did. H..ving r.ad
tb. book 1 .11 trust rated by cbang•• that •••• to
_ak.n tb. story. Howaver. wb.ther or not you II:now
tb. book. It you llk.d Tb. CoafNJny of Vol .... you
will I1ke tbl. tU ... It I. c.rtalllly wortb _.Ing,
unlik. _ny tll_ ot tU. qu.. llty you will
probably g.t tb. opportunity to _. It: It was
tln.lIeed by Chann.l .. ..nd will be .hown on
t.l ... lslon .o.tl_ In IQ$7.

A Boy And tH. Dog (lQ75) - dlr.ct.d by L Q JOlle.
BBC 2. 22nd 'OV.llber 1gee

Oll. of the t.w Harl .. n EIUson ..tori •• to make It
OlltO the big IJCr••lI. A Boy Alia His Dol! I. the tal.
ot an unu.ual love trlangl•. In tb. y.ar 2024 III
..hat's left ot Arlzon.. , Vic and bl. t.l.petblc dog
Blood scav.ng. tor any tood ..nd girl. they Can I.y
th.lr hand. on. It's a .ysblotl<;: r.l.tlon.blp: Vic
flllds tood tor Blood. Blood .nlft. out tb. WO.n
for Vic. Vic be<;:o_s attach.d to Oll. Quilia Jun••
a girl sent up tros th. ull.d.rgorull.d, pr•••rved-In
a.pl<;: town of Topeka to act as a lura tor •
t.rtll. young ..n. Vic'. d.slre tor trequ.lIt ••".
ironl<;:ally r ... ll_d as. 'down und.r·. b. i& us.d
II. a .perlll ....chln. tor the Topek.na ar.
increasingly .terlle. E.c.. p1ng. Quilla Jun.
tllgglng along. Vic find. Blood. woundad and
• lIlllclated. Quill .. Jun. be_.cb.s hi .. to l.av. th
dog lind travel on ..Itb h.r. But a boy love. bl.
dog and so Vic allVe. Blood by fe.dlng bl .. Quill.
Jun•.

A. scrlpt.d ..nd dlr.<;:t.d by L Q Jon.e. A Boy A1>d
Hi. Dog I••1I Illpres.lv••dapt.tlon at Ellison'.
.tory. accurat.ly r.produc111g both th••plrlt 1I11d
tb. d.t.1l ot It••ourc.. P.rh..ps tb. til.'. _t
r.lI4rkabl. f.atur. Is the dog. Blood. H. I. Vic'.
.1xth S.lI.. .Il.d .lw.ye hi. cOllaelellce. Ha I.
slllllrt. appar.lItly Intalilbl •• and h•• a r.lI!lrk.bl.
"IIY wltb word•. Tla Xclntlr.'& dubbed-Ill volc.
l"ad. to an .....y 6u.pen.lon of dlsbeli.t. ..bile
the dog 1tael t .telli. tb••bow wi tb a pertorllanc.
tb.. t put.. La••I. 111 th••b.de.

Unu.u.. lly. tb. tlla 1. Illvelltive .v.n ..h.re It
d.parts fro. It. sourc.. Tb. portr.y.l ot Topek••
for .x.aapl.. wltb it. c .. rnlv.. I at_pber••
populated by painted f.c... t ..k • ••11•• belylnl!i
th. decay ot tb. und.rgroulld &uburbl., 0_15 ...

...ch to Jones' 1mag1Dation a. to Blll.on' •.
Ho_v.r. th. • doom ulld.r' _qu.lIce. .r.
structurally _ ..k, .nd .ct to br.llk the _In tlo..
of th. plot. In partlcul .. r. Vic'. escape tros
Topeka I. hatb too •••y. augge&tlng an anxiety ot
tbe part ot tb. dlr...ctor to g.t back "bove ground.
and too protract.d, a. 1f h. feel ••Olllll duty to
.... k. the ...cape 6.elll IICIr. difficult than It
actually I.. Unfortullllt.ly. this two-IIlndedn•••
tbr.llt.n. th. lICIod ot tbe .ntlre t11 ...

"bov. l!irouDd ODce IICIr., tb. Quill. June-VI<;:-Bloo<1
trlllngIe I. ett.ctlv.ly play.d. ulltll JOlle. opte
tor an •••y Jok••• botb bl. pullcblln••d hi.
_all. of expl .. lnlllg the resolution ('I'd _y .b.
had • _rv.llou. Judg._lIt . . . It 1I0t
particul.rly good ta.te.· quips Blood). It'. "
tunny lin•• but It dlatr..cts alld d.tracts troll tb.
.Ignlticanc. ot Vic'. d.cl.lon: bl. 1I:11111lg of
Quill. Juna I••n .ct of love, 10v. tor Blood, and
a r.J.ctlon ot hi ••arll.r obse••lon with tb. n••d
tor ••". III a str..nge w.y. Blli.on'lI; ctory i. a
v.ry .crill on., but JOlle. cloud. tbe point,
.ub.rge••1IY protundity tb. t.le ..y h.v•• III
tavour ot • qUicll: 1.uSb.

I don't _.1I th._ <;:o_nts to .oulld too b.r.h,
tor A BoT And Hts Dog I•• _rv.llouc til ... But
for one or two II1nor tl ...... It 1. a aact.rpi.c.,
_ll-de_r.,lng at the tulso_ prai.. It h.s
alr••dy r.<;:eived.

LOOKER Dlr.ct.d by XIcb..el CriChton, .t.rrlna
Albert Finney, Ja•• Coburn. and Sus.. n Dey. BBC 1
.ov...ber 'ee

Rvl....d by Jon Xorlln.

Looker OQIlU 1. a <;:oapat.nt tlls tros a tal.nt.d
dlr.<;:tor. XI<;:h... l Crlcbton. This i ••notber ot th.
ne.. r tutur. thrill.r. In ..hl<;:b be _._ to
.paclalt_ (r._sber 111••xcell.nt d.but .....tworld
OQ73), acre rec.ntly lluna_y Ulile5J.

III ..n unu.ual ple<;:e ot <;:a.tlng Albert Finney t.lI:e.
tbe l ...d role • pl ...tl<;: .url!i.oll ..ho beco_•
• sbroll.d III a rder Illvestigation. wltb hi_If
as the .u.pect wb.lI thr•• be.uUtul ZDO<1el. h. h••
operat.d Oll .r••ubaequently IIUrd.red. Froll th.re
a blzarr. and tallgl.d plot I. r.v••l.d, conc.rnlllg
tlevl.ual bypnotl.s tor sh..dy co_rclal and
politlc.. l purpose., wblcb tb. H••d of R•• ton
Indu.rie.(J .._. Coburn) i. involv.d In, up to bl.
n.cll:. Tb. tils·. ca.t li.t al.o Include.. a bevy ot
e,,-Pl ..yboy PI"....te•••0 you <;:an' t d.ny that Looker
I&n' t Sood to look .t. Itti. Slc.ay. clever pl.ceot
fll_lI4klrtg.

Tb. Childrell ot Gr•• lI Itno_ - ..d .. pted troll tb.
story by Lucy X BoatoD.. BBC 1, 27 .ovesbllr - III
l)e<;:.lIber IQtie.

Rev1._d by bur••n Porter

Adllpt111g ....ch lov.d cblldr.n·. cl •••lc ...... t be a
tbankl••• task. So ..ny people bav. th.ir own Idell
on how it ougbt to be don.. alld where tbls
book/_rl•• I. conc.rn.d, I all a. sullty a. tb•
r.st. I've loved th. booll: .Ince I wa... child. I
bav•• cl••r Id•• ot .x.a<;:tly wbat Tolly and JIlr.
OldkllOw look lik•• and <;:ould probably tilld .y _y
roull.d tb. bouse bllndtold. That _1I:.s It b.rd to
r.vl.... t.l.vl.lon _ri.e wltb .nythlng but tblit
_t crltlc.l .ye•. Surely It couldn't glv. _ "
new In.lsbt to a book I know so _11 - or <;:ould
it?

III thl. c._. tb. ..ri.. ellhanc.d tb. book
i_a.ur.bly, underlining cert.. ll1 point. th.. t
couldn't be clearly vlsu.. lt.ed yet re_Ining
basic.. lly t .. lthtul to th. plot, re-arranglng
eventa tor aacoth.r progre••ion ot tbe plot y.t
..ithout dl.turblng the be.ic tbr...d of tbe .tory.
IlId••d, ..bole _ction. of dialogue _r. tak.n
.tr.. lgbt fros tb. booll:. th. product lOll h.vlng be.n
don. In <;:on.ult..tlon ..Itb Lucy Boston h.r_It.

Tbe .tory I. slapl., cOllc.rnlng ......11 boy'.
gr..du.. l ....r.n.s. ot th. l!iboat. ot pr.vlou.
occupants Of bl. gr•• t-gr..nd.ctber·. bou .... until
th.. y baco_ ... r.al to bl .. a. hla grandacth.r and
tbe g.. rd.n.r .nd rulfll bls n.ed for pl.y_t.s.
Throughout tb...ction 1. tbr.ad.d .. s.rl•• ot
.torl.s told y hla grandacth.r .. bout th. gbo.tly
cblldr.n .nd tbfllr IIdvell.turas. This ".6 dOli. v.ry
skilfully i" the .erl••• wltbout being obtru.lve
or dlsruptln" the flow ot .. et10n. Tbe acting wa •
• uperb. Daphne H.ard and Al.c Cbrlstle d._rvlng
partlcul.r pral ..e tor th.lr bandUlIg ot tbe .... Jor



I thought tb.. script w.... lacking in wit and best
de.eribed ......arn...t. Tb.. chic. of certain worda,
.uch as 'TI_lord' and ·.t ... rd ... te· also grat ..d .
Th........ Ic w.... 801.0 below standard thougb It
improvad In the s ..cond act. The _lodle. _re B
stde mat.rlal though a pl.as"nt riff whtch
"ccorapaniad Aka.b·. IIOnlogu....s relll1n15cent of a
phrase fros Gon. wltb tb_ ~lnd. I fundthe lyric.
dlfflcultto diattngul.h but lat.r. quieter pi.c...
.xpressed .0_ ntc., plou. _ntl_nts.

Th. ca.t dld _11 wltb til...... terl"'1. Jeff Sbankley
a. X.. lcbl ...dlc _d....n lmpl.cable prosecutor and
Cllft Richard was hl.usual prOffls..,lon.l &elf.
d.f.nding the Ind.fansibl•. His cholCE' for the
l.adlng role .... co__rcially v.. ry a.tute. Yb.n he
l ..ava. in April thl. y.ar the show _y struggle 
It d.pend. on ..ho r.places. Unfortunat.ly,
Laur.nc. Ollvt .. r·. script doe. not _tch bi.
appear.. nc.....nd at that _gniftcation be probably
d._rva. an o.car tor keapi ng a .tralght fac•.
Ho_var. th.. on. g.nulne .,_nt ..hen eactlon i.
coaaunlcated. to th...udi.nce Is all due to
Ollvi.r' ••btll ty.

TJXE by 0.1.1. Clark••t ... rring Cliff Richard. and
w1th a portray.l by Laur.nc. Olivier. Ooalnlon
Theatre. London.

rol ...... N.. ith.r of them 10011.5 at all as 1 I_gined
Tolly and JIIrs Oldknow, bvt .o_how It doelin·t
_tt.. r any ..,;;Ir... Th..y convinc..d ID'J, and tbat'&
.. novgh. JII.. ntion shovld also be _de of the
wond.. rful r ..cr..atlon of Linn..t·& .tory in which a
statv. of St Cbristopb.. r co_ to 111 .. and fords
th.. river. Th.y'l1 n"V"r do 1t, I thought. hut
th.y did. and neatly und.. rpinn.d a aeries of
lilmllar I ....g.. I b.dn·t pr"viously noticed.
l .. n<::lng consid.rabl .. po_r to the text. 1'1:
alr..ady looking forw.rd to anotb.. r production frora
a t.all, whO' v.. alr ..ady siv.n us The Box 01
/MIISJ,ts a. _11 as this out.tanding &fIri ••.

As &tratgbt SF til.. tbe_ of Dav. Clark'. TJ_ 
tbe ~.Jc"J i. dat.d. Tb. buman rae. i5 on trlal
before a court of our Galactic Superior•. One man
is 5natcb.d fros Earth to d.f.nd tt/u. again.t
.uch ...rlou. charg... a. u.ing .ci ..nc. to d.v.lop
_ .. pons. .t ... rvatiOn a.td food .urplu_.. and .a
on. Th.. penalty of gUilt 1S annthU ... t1on.

Tick.t. rang.. In prtc. up to :;20, .nd unfilled
_ ... t. are avallabl., _tty in the ....ek. to
.tud.. nt•• pen.ion.r•••tc. for L? One hour before

The rock .1ng.r ·b.ro· - Cli!! Rlchard - 1. the .how. Seat locaUon Is lmportant. To
tran,;port.d. ..ltll. • dazzling d1.play of 11ghts. .pprectat. the .ff..ct. the front circl .. i.
la..r., .ubsonlc. (.nd. a thr.e girl backing group) probably be.t. witb .1d .nd back stall•• clo..
to the Andro_d. G.laxy to .tt.nd the he.rlng. Hl. _cond. Should you go and _e it'? Tes. 1:1: you can
initial re/usal to have anything to do with it is ... fford It. Thl. 1. a ftr.t. and is intereting for
eventually r.ver...d ..... tnly by • r.pping Ford that r •••On. Til....ftect. are .triking and. show
Pref.ct-type DJ CUll .pac.. plrat...bo happen. to be what could. be don. wlth SF on 6tage. though
h1ding out on Earth. and. ..bo bas interfered wb..ther it. .hould be done i ••nother _tter. Itl.
alr.",dy by ...ltchlng the tal.pot focus frolll til.. perha~ old hat to u. but _ybe to the general
or1g1nal cholc. of d.fend.nt - a polltlclan. public it'. a n.w and .xcitlng concept .....................................................................................................................................

Fire & Hemlock
The Fanzine Column

A few word.. of .. xplanation lIight b.. in ord.. r about
what 1 want to do a. tht. colulln develops. l' Vol
not turn.d ov.r all tb.. r.vl .. wing to one person
In tb. pa.t thl. ha. dflV.loJlfld Into a rather
onerous ta.1I. for th05e who l1ke tannisb zlne6
being oblig.d to r ..ad fictionzin.s and 50 forth.
l'ra planning to dev.. lop a .tabl. of reviewers and
farm out bundl•• ot zin•• to thelD frora tilDe to
tilN. The ld..a 1. that tb.ra i. " wlder IOpectrum
of opinion., .nd peopl .. ar.n·t obliged to cOlllDlent
on thing. th..y .1raply aren·t intere6ted in. Any
volunt.er., ...peclally for tannisb and. 5peclalist
_gaztnes would be _lco_.

So. ratber in the ..ay that tbe Vector and
Fapttrbac6 Itl:lertlo re"l._ .dltor. coll.ct tn tb..
_terial and. distrlbut. tt to r .. vlewers, 1 want
all _gazine .dltor. to ... nd th.lr _t.rial to _
at the edltorl.l .ddr•••. Pl.a.e IIllrk lt clearly
'For Revl ..w·. and if Paul Kincald or myself are
alr..ady on your _t11ng 11st. pl ..ase 6.. nd two
cople.. I don't ..nd out my per.onal coples tor
r.vl.....lthough 1 do _k.. a note of tha. in the
_gazine li.ting•.

1 ne.d .,r.. lnfor_tlo" On _gazln... If you
produc. a _gazin.. of ."'en _rginal interest to
brrlx r.ad.. r., 1 would .t lea.t 11k. to be.r
about lt and. preferably receiv. at l ....t one
saaple copy. though a r.gular r.vl .... copy would be
"'ery nlc". Thi. lnclud•• all _d.la zln.... ftctlon
and non-ftction. Dr Vho. St.r Tr.k. a"d so On and
11terary magazin... - l.ov.craft and that sort Of
tbing - not to _ntion thing. 11k. galling
_gazin....lth .0_ ref.ranc.. to na.D and thtsort
of thing. Clubzln... .II. _11, ple.se. Tau g.t th..
ld.a'? Thlnk of lt a. a free advert.

Thi. tl_ .round ! have two r.vl .._. one handling
fanni.h z1n.... tbe other de... 11ng ..lth
flctionzina•. A f ..w word. of .xplanatlon Will, 1
hope. clear up any proble_. but if there is
anything you don't undar.tand. do' write in and
ask. Fanni.h zi"••• _11, 1t's not easy to
..xpl ... ln, but th.y'r. produc..d by fans, frequently
do not contain fictinn, and might not actually say
anything about SF. So It you're looking for til. ..
dopa on .uthor•• lit.crit and. rev1ews, stlck to
BSFA pub11catlon•. On tb. other hand, if you like
r.ading about other people, ..hat they do, what
they think, and want to get Involved in a wrttten
conv.r••tion, thl. could. be for you. And 60llletlmes
they do h.". 11t.crit. "nd. r .. vt ..ws. Most of tbese
zlne. are avallabla for' tb. u.ual'. Thi. could be
for a LOC (a L.tter Of COllllllent, In ..hlch you could
give your oplnlons on tbe zlne. t ... ke up a point,
what.. var yov 11k.. and. .a.DIS appropriate>, a trad.. ,
if you produc.. your own zi ne. (al though 50_
people don't trad.. - lt v"rl ••>, an article, IDOney
sometime. - _11. you'll ..... as you get involved.
Ftctionzin•• tend to be available for ..,;;Iney hut
are l!I.n.. rally not too "xpen.lve. They often aeera
to be photocopl ..d. or litho'd ..h.r..as _ny fanzlne.
are .till produc.d. wltb a dup11cator. though thl.
doe.n· t _an that til.. r .. production is neces&arily
poe'.

Any..ay, _'11 .... bow thl&Column develops Ov..r the
1••1,1... Any r .. tln••nt. yu fe.l are necessary.
pl.a.e f ... l fra .. to l.t _ kno...

1 tblnk .v..ryon.. could write. fallzltle 11ke thls.
fill.d "lth _.,ri ... of school 11fe and old
girlfrl.nd•• a. if trying to exorcise thelll. 1'",
afr.id that such jotting. appeal only to those ..ho
writ. th... unl ••• th.r. 1. an tnJection of hU..,;;Iur.
..hlch thi. sadly lack.. ..".. rth.l.... the four
pag•• of 1.5 _r.. 1.glbly printed. quite _11 laid
out and whll.d away a f .. w alnutes qulte
palnle••ly. ! hope th.t the author ha.. g.ined
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.nougll .xp-rl.nc and cOII.fld.nc. to .:lV. onto
bll!1g.r alld ~tt.r tlllng. 1n the tutur.. 1
und.r.t.lld that th.r. WOII' t be all BTK 3. but that·
E.t Tb.t Duck ..111 rl_ trom the a.b••. You could
do wor_ than a.k for d.tal1•. (Actually. EnK 1.
quarto .I'le. thougb the _trlc-a1nd.d _aber. of
BSPA -'I 1I0t bav. _t thl••I'l. bator. - EDI

Th. author .dalt. that h. wrote the 'lIn. In only
thr•• _.k. and 1t dOlI. rath.r .ho... Tb. layout 1.
a blt pacthy although It 1. l_glbl •• and the zln.
lack. a cont.nt. pag., so It'. a blt dlftlcult to
work out ..bo contrlbut.d ..hat. alld bo.....cb ot It
1. th_ .utbor·. own work.
Having I5ald that. tbl& 1. fabulou••tutf. A pt.c.
of home.pun lIytbology ••t. tb. ton., tollo_d by a
loIOnd.rfully _nlc and ....e.br. ps.udo-court be.rlng
.gain Gl.n A Lar&on tor all.g.d crl_. d.trimental
to the good name! SkU!y (Scl-ft to you). wrltt.n
by V.E. Vbo 1& tbi. per&on and ..hy lsn·t b.
wrlUng lIl. own zing? Sadly tbe pl.e••nds at tbe
halfway .t.ge, (or does it?) .0 _ 11IIo1 n.vllr know
tb. outCOmll. There i& a1.o a liberal dO&e of
lett.r••nd reviews "'bicb _k•• tbi. a blgbly
d ••lrabl. r.ad. Sadly WC3 b•• be.n tellporarl1y
.u.p-nd.d. SUll, wrtte to tb. _n.

YVPPIB TBRRORIST REPRISALS HIT BRISTOL!
Chrlstta.a Lak. alld P.ter-Pr.c1 TbO.lllplKln

Y••• It'. ·.pot tbe word-proc•••or tll1e·. folk.
wblo;b the .utbors readlly ad&tt 1. of tbe l ••••r
I5pott.d PC'" variety. De.plt. tbl •• It dOllsn't
r.ally _et 11'1 <pos.lbly .ee.lltrlc) layout
.t.lldard••• In some plac•• It 1. a ..all of
ubrok.n t.xt••lId I'a a la'ly r ••der wbo glv•• up
the ftgbt .bout halt_y through. It feature. a
1I1c. lin. In .cek Journ.ll.tic approacb though. a.
tb. tttl••uggests...tth Iota of contributor••
lett.r. page. fanxlne r.vi._. editorial co....nt
and a 'con' r.port. Thl. I. on. 'lIne I think
.v.ryone ..111 ..ant to read cov.r to cover - t ..lc•.

PI" PLtJF1I'Y BBDSOCIS PRODOCTIOIS r7. a. Q. 10
- Owen Vbl t.oak

Thl. r.t.r. to the assellbl.d rallbllng. of one O_n
Yhlteoak, ..lth the unueual and orlslnal Idea at
nUlibering .ach ts..ue of hi. zin. cOIllHlcutively
whll.t u.lng a difterent tttl. for .aeh Onll .. It
doe.n·t look word-proc••••d yet relllalns _II
pre.ented and legibly printed..

Owen ••• _ to have an enorlllOU. Il.Ullber. one-lln.r.
which ••• m to crop up wh.n you l.a.t expect <or
..ant) th.1II to. Ko.t of the t.xt _._ to con.i.t
lare:.ly of quotes frolll otber FlIOpl. h. met at
conv.ntlon. althougb thl. 1. by no _an. a dry
'con' r.port zllle. Owen _k•• the r.part•• ~•••
tr••ll and involves tbe r.ad.r 1n th. the strang•.
t ..ille:ht WQrld of off-tbe-cuff hu.cur. But how on
.artb doe. he r._II'ber 1tall? I. 1 t a ca&. of
poetic lic.n..., or doe. h. carry a tape r.cord.r
aecr.t.d about bi. peraon at .very conv.ntlon?

Th. 'lIn•• alao t.ature a nUlDber of l.tt.rs; ~ro.

the read.r.hlp ..hlch .re u.ually accollpanled by a
f.w I5atirlcal r._rks tram o-n that u.ually ral..
a .ail. Perhaps thls l.n·t that be.t that fandoll
has to oft.r but I l1ked It.

ERIC THE IIOLE .2 - Ron 0._11, 19 Kansfi.ld
CIa... Birchwood. "'arrlne:ton. Ch••hir.. "'1.3 6RII
(availabl. for tbe usual?)

VET CHEESE .2 - St.. ve Hubbard. 42 Langdale Road.
Stourport-on-Severn. "'orc•• DY13 OBJ (aval1abl.
tor th. usual>

YUPPIE TERRORIST REPRISALS HIT BRISTOL~

Chrtstlna Lak. and Peter-pr.d TbOlllp.on, 47 'ies•• x
Av.nu •• Horfl ..1d, Brl.tol. BS7 ODE (available tor
the u.ual)

BIPIlIISIVIi 7. DOPE. Slil AJ"D CKEAP THRILLS e.
ST1JlJ'BDE 9 '" SKULLIIROSES 10 - o-n Vbl t.08k clo
Pall .... 11•• 24a Be.ch Road, So_. Park. London 1111
201 (avallabl. tor the u.ual, but e:iv. hili a br.ak
•• h.' • .:lving at the .:l_nt)

,uzln REVIBVS _2 - Flctlon zh•••

By Stuart P.lcon.r

tAlt ua begin wltb the SOuth Kants SF Kagazln.
&00011:188. .di t.d by 1I1k JI.orton. He 1& to be
consratulatad Oil. produclr>.g a tin•• r.adabl. _sa
'lln...Itb • cov.r prlc. ot only !SOp. Issu... 1.
v.ry Sood v.lu. lnd.e.d...ltb ftve &torles••0_
pee_ and all .xtr.ct troll a longer work In
prosr•••. Styl1.tlcally. tb.r. I. a great d.al to
choo_ frail••tr.lsbt~or..ard .toryt.lllng rubbing
.bould..ra ..1tb IDOre frag_ntary work. hUlDOur and
..rlou.n•••• all h.ndl.d ..ltb aplolllb. On••tory
wblCb .tlcks In my &tlld. 1. tb. work of ClI.rl••
Stro••• a r._rkabl. young _n with a taste tor
tb. _cabre. IlI4g1n. 1~ you will. an unholy hybrid
of tb. curr.ntly IIIllch talk.d. of Cyberpunk ..ith Old
BnSl1.h Gothlc and you hay. .o_thlng of the
flavour.

lue:url•• , cOlltaln. f._r contributions but 1.
four pelg•• 101lg.r tban Ita pr.d.c.ssor. Th.r. 1.
on. v.ry n.at .tory by 10bll Llght call.d LfvJtl&
Spac•• and a coupl. of sood pooI_. Th..... In bulk
of lugurl •• , Is a .111151. nov.lla by 1I1k Korton
bl_lf, Tb.fr LJve. Toucb.d. Thl • .:lvlng .tory
d.scrlbe. the converging lit. bl.torle. Of two
.urvlvor. In a d.va.tatad Brltlan In the 1I0t-too
dlatant futur.. Gang ...rfar., Indoctrlnattn of
ehlldr.n. t.rrorls_; all hUlllln 11f. i& here. 'lk·.
.paclal l ••u....s worth the .ftort. th.re I. a
n••d for 118g.. x1n••pac. d.vot.d. to longer .torl••
of thl. kind.

C£BS&mU '-11 .... publl.h.d. Ju.t before Chri.t....
att.r d..lays and probl._ but .... wortb ..atting
for. I'm not golng to r.vl.w the .nthology ...
• ueb, butrath.r would. 11k. to dra.. your attention
to It and .ue:g.st tbat 1t 1. up the tbe r.ad.r to
do the reviewins. Th. ea._ndra Atbology. In ca.e
you·v. not come acro•• It befor•• is not so IIUcb a
_gazln. as a workshop forull eonduct.d tn public.
Th. 1d..a i& that r ••d.r. can wrlt. to .. 1tller the
_!a'l1n. Or tb. lndlvldu.l contributor. to _k.
CODDent••nd sugg.stl0". <.dd.ra._. are Included).
Tb. prlc. h.s rec.ntly gone up to ~l per i.&u•.
Worth .very peny, I _'1' I ••u. 11 hac &ev.n good
.torl.. cov.rlng a wid.. rang. of &tyI.. ..Il.d
.ubJ.ct•. R.ad. Enjoy.

PlSHBYB••dlted by Sll10n Ing., 1. al.o worthy of
your .tt.ntlon. l·v••••n tb. flr&t three issu.sad
11k.d the. all. It doeI5n·t •• t out to be
.xclu.lv.ly SF but the .lIpha.t. 1. on vlsorou.
lDle:lnatlon. carrying both tletlon and poetry. a.
_11 a••0_ good .rtwork. Onc. aSaln th.r. 1. a
wld. cholc. at _t.rl ..1.

On th.n to I!(:-"S UTGOII .:I. Flr.t the good. n._.
lb. 1••n .ll'c.ll.nt ..sazln.. 110" for the had
n._. a> Th.r. 1. no fiction tn l_u. 5. wblch
put. It beyond my scopa. (Tbl. 1. my f.ult for
r.lylr>.g on ., _.:lry of pr.vlou. Rayguns. and not
having tl_ to r.ad .5 ftr.t. Apologles to Ron .nd
Stuart - Ed.l b> Tbl. t. tb. la.t on•. Ron Ga.-II
1• .:lvlng on to n." work•. By the tl_ 'Iou r ••d
thl. h••hould be r ••dy to unl.a.h the non-fiction
UT TRAT OOCI: upon an anxlou. world. I ..1.h blm
_11 ..lth ht. lat••t v.ntur•.

Having ••1'1 that. tt· •••ba_ that a IIlaga'lill..
..blch has In the pa.t don. Its btt for ftctton Is
to disappear. I tblnk that f1ction. .nd In
particular the .bort story. 1. worth takillg
s.rlou.ly, wbetber a_t.ur or professional. Lik.
_ny worthwhile hu_n actlvitl.... It 1& oft.n a
good Ide. to share 1 t ..1tb at lea&t one otber
per.on. Th.. best way to .hare fiction Is to put It
Into ....gazlnes, and .v.ry tl_ a tltle c ••••• to
be publi.h.d we are the poor.r.
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AUGURIES - Jlik Korton, 235 1I.1Ilt Street, Farehall,
Hants, POle OHZ (50p per i.sue)

CASSAJlORA ANTHOLOGY - Dan Cle_nt5, 69 Roundh1ll
Rca L, Kett.ring, )lorthants, JI.15 5EH <L4 per
annu., for four issu.s)

l'lSHEYE ~ Sl.:>n Ings, 93 JI.rbon.n. Aven.u., Cl.phall,
London 5114 9LQ <Ll per 1ssu.l

ROlf'S RAYGUII "5 - Ron G._ll, 19 Kan5f1.1d Clol5e,
Blrchwood, \iarrtngton, Chel5hir., 111.3 eRW
<....ilabl. 'for all tbe usual r.ason5')

Thls Is by DO _a1l5 sn .xhausttve 11stlng of
fan:Zin.s, but includ.s .... rythng I'v. per50n.lly
rec.i ...d during th. 6ix .:>nth.. Pl••_ &end _
d.taUs of .ny :tin. ynu produce, or anything
you' ... rec.l ...d l.t.ly. which I h....n·t l1st"d.
Thie .150 illclude. prof.s510nel _ga:zin.. of
tnter.st to SF f.ns. I don't per.allally take _IIY
so would _lco_ 1111 InfOr_tton. As tl_ goe. On
I'll probably dl .. ld. this calu.. Into _ctlone.
This tl_ around, It'5 sl-ple .lphat..tical ord.r
of titl •. 1 tnclud. prlc. IInd/or .... tl.bUity. Ses
the introduction to this colulUl for .n explanation
of ·th. usual'. P.r.onlll:zln. _ans th.t It is
excluslv.ly 1oITltt.n by the per50n 11sted..

.lnIL - CharI ott. Proctor, &325 Sev.nth Ave South.
Blrainghall. Al.ba_ 35206, USA.....U.bl. for tbe
u5ual or SO per y•• r.

BSPU .15 - El.lne Stil.s, 3003 EIl.rs11e Av.,
&lti.:>re, KD 21216. USA. een%in., pr.eu_
a ..al1able for the u.ual.

, BIT POTTYl - Kalcol. HodUn, 15 Ftfe Park.
Str.thll:inn... IUSb Rd. St And.r.ws, Fife. KTl6
Probably .vIIII.bl. for tb. usual, 10ITits .nd a.k.

CoaP1JLLT SBD&TKD •• 5 - 1.11111 RO_lItbal • Catb.rine
Crock.tt. 349 Xontro&e Av.nu., Toronto. Ontario,
~~~s 3IG.~U:~allabl. for tb. u5ual, mo.tly l.tters

CIlAL'IlIT QOTIU. lI'5 - c.osr. Bend.arl.lc], 33 Ragston.
Rd, Slougb. &'rll:., SLI 2VP. R.put.dly II nic.
looll:lng :zill•. Av.Uable - 1oIT1t. lind a.lI:.

ccmJtnmDI r.5 - I.n SOr.neon. 304a Kain St. Hlgb
Blantyr., Glasgow, G72 OEH. G.n1'ln. about
conrunnlng. A..aUable on request. Sell.tnal read.lng.

FOCK TBB TO.IBS .3 - .d. T.rry Hugh•• , V.I_ Brown,
Judith S.nna. JOM!ph .fcbolae. 22 Denbigh S~,

PllI1ico, London SVIV 2£11. Id.ologlc.lly .oulld
g.n:zllle, av.il.bl. for tbe u.ual.

BOLIn TBAJ THOU #24 - Karty Cantor. 11505
Arcbwood St, Iorth Hollywood, CA 911000-1703, USA.
Thick sen:zllle. av.Uahl. fer tb. usual. illclud.lng
coluan troll St.... Gr•• 11 all B1"i~leh f.ndoll.

IoolX) #204 - Cbucll: Connor. Slld.1). Hou_, Cb.d.illltOn
Rd., "'1s••tt, Ir H.l.eworth. Suffolll:. IP19 OIl'
Avall.bl. for tbe usual. Gen:zln•.

ILLYllI. #3 - P.ter Saitb. 10 Tr••t. Valli:, YolI:lng,
Surr.y. GU21 .Xl' G.n.1'lne, .... ilabl. for the u.ual.

IHGn BLOBS - Lenny BaU.s. 50. Bertl.tt St, San
Francleco, CA 9.110, USA. Av.ilabl. for tb. u.u.l.

L.&.RIIIKJI - Irwin Hirsh .nd. P.rry Xid.dleat_, Box
270&1. _lbou1'Il.. Vic'tori. 3001, Au.tralia.
Avallabl. for the u.ual, on. 2:1n. for ••ch .d.. If
trad.lng.

LIIBS OF LX:C11RIIICB - .rthuir 0 Hle ... ty, 819 Y
Xarkh.1I. A.... Durhall, JlC 21101, USA. Avatlabl. for
tb. u.ual, an .f fan:Zll1•.

.cYOID - CoUn Hi=, 1118 Coll.g. Drlv.,
&lIIlI:atoon, &.11:. 51J1 OY2, Conad.a. A..al1abl. for
tb. usual.

OGOTRYA _3 - Alyson AbralllOw1t:z, 132 Burn.tt. Grov.
Circle, Nepa.lln, Ontario. Canada, K2J IS9.
G.nzln., ...allable for ~he u.ual? 'oIrlte alld. ask.

Pt1LP _3 .d in rot.tlon by VIIIIl Clarll:e. Rob Han_n
.Ild A...don. Coral, Pa. VeIl •. ContaCt add.rs•• : Vinll
Clark., Hi \i.nd.over v.y. V.IUng, K.nt, DAle 2B•.
Avall.ble for tbe ueu.l, g.n:zlne.

SUS BBRIP '1 - Victor Gon1'ale1', 3&15 Ea.tern A"e
J"ortb _3, S•• ttle, VA 96]03, USA. A..ail.ble for
tb. usual. per1'lne.

SlT'D'Y B£RPLY .1 - John Har ...y. 43 Rarrow Rd.,
Car.balton, Surr.y, SX5 3QH. P.r1'lne plU5,
availabl. 1'or tb. u.u.l. Thle 15 wbat bappens wh.n
you r •• lgn frOIl th BSl'A Co_itte•.

SCIEJlCB PICTIO. PlVE n&JlLY .6 - Le. Hoff_n, .01
Sunrl_ Tr.il JI\i, Port Ch.rlott., PL 33952, USA.
Av.ilabl. for ?tbe ullluai. I ..r.gular g.n1'lne wltb
contributIon. by variue _ll-bo.." UK fans.

SIC BOISCOIT DISInBGIUP #9 - Dav. Rowley 6' Joy
Hlbbert, 11 Rutl.lld. St. H.nley, Stoke-on-Tr.llt,
511 5Je. Av.Il.blll fo .. ~b. u.ual. 40p or 3 1'01" Ll,
or pr.-.rraDg.d trad.•. G.n:zi n.

SOIGS '12 - Pete Pre.ford, Roa. Cottag., 3 tr.1I.
L.na, Buckle,., Clwyd., )I Valelll. A... ilabl. for tbe
u.ual?

SP.CS VASTRBL .4 - X1cbell. XulJ ••rt, Kark Lon.y.
JuU.n "'arner, PO Box 545, SOu~h P.rth, Ve5t.rn
Au.trall., 10151 .•val1able for the u.ual, g.n:zin.
with •• rlous SP .le_nt.

SQUIICH '1 - J.rry Kautmall, .3210 Vln.low Place Ii',
Seattl., III. 9&103, USA. A..ailabl. by whili. Yrlt.
and. a.k. Peraonal g.n:zine.

STICXT QUARTERS .15 - Brtall Earl Bro_. 11075
&'acon.f1.1d. Rd, Detroit. XI .6224. USA. A..aUabl.
1'01' tb. ueual. Gen1'ln•.

STILL LIPS •• - StlIOn Dunsl.y, 21 Tb. Vl11age St.
Leeda, LS4 2PR. AvaUllbl. for the u.u.l, perzin•.

YllAPDlXII! #6 - Robert Llcbt_n. PO Box 30, Gl.n
Ill.n, CA 95442, USA. A..ailabl. for the uau.l,
g.n1'lne.

TRIPTYCH - Jobn DOwen, 4 HIgbft.ld. Close, Iewport
Pagll.ll, BUCkS, IOCle 9AZ. A"IIUabl. for the usual?
Pn1' .d.. In thr••••ctlon. by Rog.r Vad.dlngton, Ian
Co..ell and. lain By.re.

nnmTYTBIRD #9 - JI.., Robert.on, 40 voo<1vtll111 Rd.
LOIld.On, ""11 9T.. Av.U.bl. for the usual.
per:zln•.

VAHFPt1LL .17 - Jack II H.r_n. Box 272. V.ntwortb
BuUdlng, Unlv.r6ity of Sydn.y, Austr.li. 20010.
.vaUabl. for tbe ueu.l, s.n:Zln•.

Y~ll:R '13 - Ev. Harv.y. .3 a..rrow Rd.,
Carshaltoll, Surr.y, SX5 3QH. AvaUable for the
ueual. g.n:Zln., ?th. la.t .d.ltlon of tbls
.xc.ll.llt :zl n•.

'lKBERVOUI'S YRBTDGB #2. - J ••n lIeb.r, PO Box 42,
Lyn.h.all••CT 2601. Australia. A..allable for the
u.ual, g.n:zln•.

YBIJeSB'T lI'5 - J.ann. Go.:>ll, Box 1443, )(ad.l.on. VI
53701 - 14.3, USA. Avallabl. for tbe u.ual.
l.tt.r2:in•.

XTS'I'BI! .15 - Dav. lIoad, 1 Pri.ry Cia••• Karin.
HUl, Clev.dnn. A..on. 8521 7QA. Av.Uabl. for tbe
usual. g.=In.•.

2YTBTIC .1 - Joy Hibbert. 11 RuU.lld St, Hanley.
Stok.-on-Tr.nt, BTl 5JG. Forl_rly the Sic
Bulecult R.ligioua Supple_nt, g.n:zln., avallabl.
for loe, contribution or 40p per t ••u•.
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WRITE BACK

~
~

I"eliplte prob14l1fi ..ith the post because of
Chrl .. t ...... and bad weatbe .. enough l.tters 801.
through to Folkestone to .,110" &I eub6tantllll
l.tter colulIll if YOu',.. .. not .ntlon..d, it'.
because I b"ve,,' t ..ec.Iud your latter yet 
a. I sald. tbe post 1. doIng very strang_
things. Prl1:ewlnnlng lett.r this tll1ll'! ca_
from John Fat ..ey • .,ho happens to be the only
oth~r fan In Folk.stone - thi_ 1& not II fix,
hon.st. Who Will be tbe lucky per.on next
ti"",,? Keep the letters rolling and it _y be
your turn.

A'" usual, I r ••• rve the edItorIal right to
aborten lette .. s a. nec•••ar-y. hut don't let
that prevent those long letter. cOlll1ng tn. I
11ke to bev. II choice frOIll plenty of
lll/lterlaL

Ho_ver, _ start with an apo1l::tgy to Jll11
Goddard of KerOSine Booke, fOr getllng our
tnfo...... tion wrong last ti_. It Just sho...
that 70U can't M too caraful.

Jla Gc:xl.dard
Plo.,..rs Barrov, SC:hQDl Rd, .0.... n.l.Dd, Sali&bury,
~2BY

On page 9 of _01 5Cl_one states that. OUr ..pecial
editloD of SlJades of llar"nes& _s slightly
dalayed. I'd llke to set the record straight. as
t.hiS i .. iaport... nt. t.o us if t.o no-one _llie.

'o/e _nt. t.o considerable lengt.hs t.o set. copiee of
t.he ordinary edit.ioa of Shades t.o _ov.con; they
_re collected fro. the printer In Bristol early
Friday ..fte..-..oon and _re on 601e In the boouQD.
late that 60._ .. ft.ernoon, 31st October. It aoyone
cares to check t~ pages of Whitaker, they...lll se.
that publ1catloo date fa.. thl. book _s 20th
_ove.ber. Copies of both edition. _r. in stock
...Ith all bookaho,* who had pre-ord.red before t.hls
dete.

Det.oils Ilk. thl. or i~rt..nt to us for __r.l
r.a&Ons. Flr.tly, beca.u_ _ are a o ....ly
...t..hllshed publishing COllp'loy, _ still have to
flSht. • lot at preJudlc. fro. thoee ...ho 'ball••e _
will not do ...hat __to out. t.o do: or, It _ do
..chle..... ODC& _ will fall .sala. 5e<;oDdly. bec:au_
IiO _ny "'-rica ..-,ll-pre_ publi6h1t..... deliver
tbelr elp;ned lIaUt.ed edlt.ioa. lata _ hav. vowed
t .... t tbi ..... 11 _ r happeo to o<.1r Utle•. Ve
latend. tor tbe fo bl. future, to continue
uslng SJI conveatlons .s l ..uach plattor_ tor o<.1r
titles, uo_ti_s __y .have to displ.y books
ahead at ottlci .. l publication date, so_tl_s 1t
_y not. be poti8ible to get both editions troa the
print.er early, but ttll ....hould DOt aut.oaaUcaUy
'ba t.aken to _an t .... t elthar edition I .. late.

You _y like t.o tell your readers tbat our nen
Uti. GraJIIII. I. proceedlns on 5Chedula, aDd
copi ... - hopefully ot both .ditlons - will be
a ... il.ble at Baecon, asaln this 1s ..llShtly in
ad••ac. at ottlcial publJc.tlon._ The collector.
edition will 'ba aisued and nuabared. cloth bouDd
.Dd sllp-c.-.:I. IDCluded In tba price U35) wl11
be a &eCoDd hardco_r 'O'Olu. by 1..lth Robert•.

n. It... wbich has angandar.d mo.t I.ttar.
wa., parhaJ* not .urprl.1ogly. Philip
Collin.' pl.c. in laat I ••ua·. Soapbox, lo'by
are you r ••ding tbis Jnat.ad of "'i!Jtcbing It?',
(_11, thl..... th. whnl. id.a of SDtlpbox.)

TOil Jones
14 Baywood, Brllcknell. berks, RG12 CYO

Phllip Colli.... lie.... to bav. aUsu ..derstood
tila/vldeo .nd the ..-rltte.. -.rd are ..at
Interchang.abl. -.dl .. : they ha ..e ..trengths .nd
_ake66fllll. IgnorlDg the current pr..ctical
proble.......ch a. the r.ct I <;an t.ke • book 00 •
tralo but would bav. dltticulty with .. Ideo, aurely
a book's gr.at ....... t Is that it both .110ws aDd.
forces. raader to use his/h.r 0WlI I_gl_tlon 
you po1nt your 0WlI i_g_ io your he.d. I thiDk it
_.. lIarshall Ik:Luhan black iD the 60'. who
predicted the d•• th of the ..-rl ttaD .....1••Dd i l.
r.pl.ce_ot by the .i..... l. He __ wrong. Philip
Collins I. alao wrol18.

I.en Lake
115 Ilaritbou_ .Avenue, Loodon,

1 .. Philip ColliDe _rioua? I a&8u_ be ....at be. In
wh.1ch case. Can he not be sho.... the error or hi ..
_ys7 The point i. qult.e sl~l. to grasp - It'a
ba....d OD a cOl1cept ...hlch _ call • l ....g1_tlon· ,
.Dd which i. better derin.d laere as ·cr.atlve
l_g1_tioD· . .lnd the _y it work.. Is like thi.:
t.ke aoy SP book that has 'ba.n _de loto a .avl.
01: any 1l:1Dd. R.ad th. book - LIVB the book It It·.
any good at all. .ow _tch tb• .avie and diecover
that It'. mT81~ lik. yo<.1 i_giDed. It _y OD
oc:ca.iol1 be 'batt.r t ....o your 0 .... I_slnatlon _ I
c.n· t U.io.Jr;; at a .Ingle ex.aaple ot that. but I
ha... to .da1t .uch • thing could e:dlrt. But It Is
eo-.eo_ al_·. i_gi_tion. hardeoed Illto faked-up
."....ry aDd c ....r.cter... poiat aDd peper, .ton•••
clapboard aDd. .tuft. You are _tchiDg people goll18
thro<.1Sh the .:lUana 01: Fateadlng to be other
people••galnl8t • backdrop that you IUOV Is bogue.

Read a book and wi thiD your 0.... aUDd you have
created • whole world t.hat lives, that'llI
co~letely hone&t and _tural becauG8 it co_s
direct troe your personal .",perl.oce int.o 'llre'
without the illlerfere..ce or any outside perliOn Or
thing.

Hi ..torl .11y, fiction arOGa in ttu-ee steps. First,
1n_rd COl t<l.-plaUon - llving and eDjoylDg your
0WlI drea.... cr.ating thea ..hll. you're ._ke. Just
f"or your_If _ext., TELL'_G the. to ot.hera - the
.toryteller ••isted in society ro~ &11110_ or
years befo... book. ca_ .lona. Third. IIE'DI_G ..hat
storytell.r have ..... Itten doWIj Whether silently
to yoursel r, o. as a _.ber or .n audleQCe et a
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public re.dtnS. you _re slven tb" storyteller',.
dre.... In words. buL still supplied .11 t.be
COlour. all Lbe vtsuallBlllt.lonlS your&elf. Turntng
all tbts Into ..vlee ..rely forces every _aber ot
tbe audl.nce t.o _... 110" Oil'! _Il's vision. as
eDlllct.ed by a Sroup of prOfe56lonal pretenders
dreB&ed In bogus clotblDS - ..hat terrible
res"t.rlct.lon On tbe rlSbt to t_stne.

Dev" Vood
1 Frlery Cl. brl_ Hill. Clevedon • .lvon. 8521 ?QA

The strons eidetic po&5lbllltles of tbe cl __
uve been kno.... aDd e.ployed since t.be beslnnl"8
of tbts part.lcula.r for. of co-..nlcatlon. There
ba.. al_ys been a body of _nlpul.tors ..bo ha_
re.ll-.d alld used tbe PD-rful hallucinatory
....ture of tbe ~Iu•••pplylng It to 1001<.1"8 at
botb the_lv.s eQd .t other people. Througb the
t_nUeth c.llt.ury t.he .-ovlns I_se ha.. IIlplD,gftd On
tM wrltt.a word but. It. cannot .Qd vill not kill
tut. word ~u_ It be& e .Ufferent fuoctloa.
""ve_nt••ad today colour. lafor_ aad exclt_.
but. It. call1.0t be_ tb. __ afflat ty e .. the word
In tbe _y _ re_lOber or cr.ate our Illu510DS. In
our .ye _ CIlln cODCeatrate on the prace_toa
acr06B the .,;r_n alld It. can be rlcb la ...ntng.
but. It. CIllDaot CO.".t....It.h tb. tmDl. ta trlggertng
I_ge& of all the • .-ot.lons arou&ed by the I!Wbject.
• or can It be pond.red or have then .1"1"ln1ty vith
t.be _y _ r••sber.

Tbe earl teat Hl__r. u.... lly coocelved vit.b
001'1 • f ... deoscrlpt.lve words on paper aad _II),
_re &h.ply Isprovl-.d a. t.bey _at elong. Vben
plots reached even tbe _t. ba.slc le..l.. 01"
cOllple:dt.y t.be dlrectora reall&ed t.hat a bre.kdo....
In aDy BUcce&5lon of osceD.S _s n_ded. Out of
this _s born tbe 1Ie.... rlo. Soon t.bere _& •
requlre_nt. for 1"ull'J d.v.loped 6Cr_nplay&.
de6Crlhlns Dot only the action In • Geene aDd
sequence but also the dt.logue. FIl. beea_
be.vtly rell.at On wrtt.er&. Ve no.. had the
director vitb bts Instinctive feeling .bout 1"1l.
&eeklns fro. hi. writers a &erlea 01 s)'Sbols and
st..t.e_ots au 'tools' I'or t.ran&for_tlon. The end
re&ult. algbt. not be the wrILer'& per&ODllI vision.
It _y not be that 01 t.he director. but tbe re6ult
til so.. kind oI' t.raDsI.t.loD or tran&1"or_tloo fro.
ooe tradition to anot.ber for•. Tbtnk .bout tt. The
result., t.he visual &ubGtance. the poteDtlal
..antog, tbe specific I_!e baco.. • ....cond band'
to tbe vte_r, visuallset.lon that .Is al_t
voyeuristic In that. tbe _.nlnglJ of tbe written
word are aboorbed througb an loterpreter. Tbl6
gives tbe fils _ker control over the t_gtnatlon
of ht"" audience. opposlo! the wonden. of reading
the ..ord and foralng your 0 .... _ntal I_ge of
,.ubject and ..anlng: the writer can only lUik thlt
reader to '_e' It. In hi. _y: words as a
structure give _If t_!lnat.ion 60 -..ch .-ore to
work ..it.h. In otber vcrd&...bl1e the fl1. _ker
gives bls x.l.AW:t..l. Illterpretation t.be writer gives
rooe for~ Interpretallon, a ~r .-ore
68th.fylng opportunlly.

IUcbael Cobley
18 Athol 'I C.rdens,BIllbead, Gla6go... CI29S.l

[Pblllp Col 11 nsl falls t.o r.all_ that 1"or large
and sro..tns &eCtlo_ of t.he population. readina Is
already a 'dlnO&aur' IIklll. u&ed only to peru&Cll
t.he TV _p. tbe t_n -38 .nd the dal1'J teblold
coalC&. For tHS. readina as an actlvlt'J -...6t be
no .-ore st.r.nuou. than equeezlftg jelly through a
&Ieve. Colltrar'J t.o Kr Collin",,' opinion. HI. Is
not a laftgua!e but a -.:Ilu•.•eitber Is It. .-ore
trulhful than print - bot.h er. equally open to tbe
purpo&es of prope!and.a (belna that ..hleb al t.o
convert r.ther thall elucid.at.) ..blltl 0 · is
utttlrly dU1".rent 1"ro. tbe otber. Vbere prlot
po&&e&&es a fairly rlsorova 8ra_r and &yn.tlll][.
fl1. doell not.; "Hre print can be ellDained and
criticised In Ita own ter_. 1"11. canDOt; ..bere
print has a coherent aDd tDdi8&Oluble qual tty.
1"11s is only tr.nst.nt. ru prlnt.-~iu.

Infor... tioll require. an effort. froe the reader.

MATRIX

fll dtu. lnlor_t.lon (I include "tV) de_nds t.b.
observer'5 pa•• tvlty.

ThiS acqule6C.oc•• co.blned ..ltb other 1"actors
Uke _6& unellploy_nt and t.he collapae 01" skilled
industries. Is at.okt"8 a furnace of Illiteracy t.he
full con&Cllqueaces of ..blch _ .re yet to detect.
Illtter.ey _aos Ignor.nce .ad 5tupldity .nd t.o
.dvoc.te conditions that have already produced It.
1& pouring allan oalnously trOUbled _t.ers. TV
(alld t.o a le_r enellt. clae_tlc 1"tl.) is to
ltt.erature ..bat. vlde06 are to _n.ie: both .re
i_ge killenli. _rderer. of tbe l_s1_tion. And
vitbout. the feeding 01" ladlvtdu.l i_gination""
..bat does culture be<:o_? - an tlDdle&6 striog of
Kadonna/Durao Duran videoc?

.Iehela. B_t.t
BJ'gdoy AIle 49<:. 01110 2 0265••or_y.

.11 art. down the line to soap operas. _st to110_ d.gr_ be int.eractlve at t.be tl_ of
apprehenalon_ The parsoa _tchiftg the _t
Idndle&a _p opera he& decided to suspeDd
disbelief. t.o Interact. Tb• .-ore work a ~Iu.

doee <Ill ... provide t.be viau.l a6 _11 as the
verbel) the le_ Deed to inttlract.. To re.d a
DOV.l ...... Itt.ea by a senlus. the reader _lOt vcrk
vi th tbe author at t.he nullber of stated. levels •
aDd ~ through gat.ee t.hat. even the wrl t.er aever
kne.. about. fOT gr.at. art Ie al_)'s a journey.
_ver an arrl"al. Int.ellect and t_glnatloo ...at
be u&ed. 1"or aa John &yle6 _ys, '_ .re faced
vit.h nO .-ore than squl881'J 1 I nell all paper'.

ArgUing (or the beat of both VOrld6 1&

Patrick Lee
24 Oui&den Drive. Chesbunt. Hertl>. 13:.8 9RL

I .gree that. I'll. aDd video .re bet.ter t.ban the
..... iLt..a word wh.n It. eo_s t.o ent.ert... l ....nt••nd
lOO_li... tb.y CIlln 5llVe tl_ Gpellt readl ng t.oo
actual book. but I believe _ sbould stick ..tth
the wrlt.t..n VDrd ..10D,8slde 1"l1s and t.elevh.lon .. nd
video. Asld. 1"ro. the C06t ...hlch is the bl!!tlst
barrier. you can't. put. your .Idea.. on IiI. tf 'Jou
dOIl·t. hav. the equlp_nt••nd you have t.o II.no.. ho..
to ullMl t.h. equip_nt. properly.

Books have .l_ys been our 60urce of lrno..ledge •
.nd I'. eure J(r Collln6 would agree tbat they
Ghould cont.tnue to be 60. In t.er... of SF, book..
.re the starting potnt for t.he fll.. and
conver_l)' Clln often ellpl.tn the background of a
story It 'Jou dldn' t. UDderstaod It froa _t.chiDg
t.be 1"11 •. Background elrpl.nation. 60 long as tt. te
not too lengt.b,. add. I nterest to a story. and can
an&_r the quelltions you _y have about. the
cbar.cter•• their world and 60 on, particularly If
the book t. based on a f11alt.elevI6toD
&ertal/dra_.

Peter A Tennanl
9 Bellry Crose CI08Cll. Shipdha•• Thet.ford••orfolk.
1~ ?LQ

Ilr Collin. pral ..._ 1"tl. a. a _)' of ellpreS6ln!
potraon.alit.y and .tyle. but lIurel'J t.his is largely
Irrelevallt.. Or doea J(r Collloll ..an to lliply that
only t.h088 able to project. a forceful personaltty
have ao)"tblng worth..blle to -'1. and that th06e
..bo are IIhy end pr.fer the anooyal ty of t.be
writt.n word are not. wortb bothering about.. You
onl'J neec1 look at t.he _dt. clrcuG Into ..hlcb
A_rlcao poli tlC11 ha6 d_genftrated to see what
:~haSi_ aD superfieialitle"" over lIub6t.nce le.ds

.or Is t.he "isual I_g. a.y gu.raot.ee of honeGt'J
a. Xr Collio••UPpo&ell. It 1& po&Glble to fake
e.-otlon•. 80_ people earn tb.,lr llvlog by dolDg
so - they're called act.or•••Dd 1"e.ture qutte
proaJ.nentl'J In th. _kina of Ill .... I bell.ve.

For _. the !reet. .treDst.h of the written ....rd .6
a -.flu. of cO"'Dlcetioo 11e6 In It& IDtl_cy.



You are In • one to one relatlon5hip ..ith the Il1nd
of the writer. There are no di.tractioll&. You are
able to abGorb what the writer ba. t.o _,. .1. ,.our
OVD JHlce and ...ke of it ..hat ,.ou ...-111. Re.dlna: I •
• &h.r.lng ••periellCe. like _kina: love. if I _,.
be parll1t.ted • 100&1I _taphor. while the -:Ire
forceful -..diua of fUa I .. perbape; ekin to rape.

By CClnt.rast, Kev XcVeigh offers • litt.1e
hope.

IlIv IIeYelSh
39 Coundon Rd. Covent.r,.. C'n ""'R

\lbat _ should be doina: i. looklna: t~rd6 a lIoaw
for. which acre &ucea56full,. bland. 1 I tarat.ure aDd
fila/video wit.hout 106.1ng the be.. t o( each. I know
that at pre....nt t.hera Is • hroad g.p between
reader.. and _dla f.ns. Bl •._ Ue& all ..ach side,
though perhap6 acre &0 a-:lng the latter. Reader&
watch (11-. .s ..... 11, but. how _n,. star Trek f.n.
reod further work b,. Blll.an or Splnred. for
In&t..nca.

And la.tly. on thi. _ubject. _
Kelly with an intere_ting analogy

[le,ve Kelly
179 11....15.1... Road Rd. Broadstaire, lI:ent

To _ • Soad book is like. e:oad willoe. so_thina:
to be _voured, t.he ani,. real dlffer"nce beina:
thllt you can onl,. drllllt the wine t.he once. the
book ,.ou c.n e:o bock to 1.1_ and. ti_ .g.11I
without It losing It.s fl.vour. TV i ... _II, 111<:11.
beer. Good beer 16 011: but hard to find.. eV1I1I In
t.he6e da,.. of re.1 ale. It al.o bas the -
effect. It. flo_ t.hrough .nd I. l08t forever.

I've also received .everal letter.. on
retitlon'S Of one sor' or another

t _s • bit. sorr,. to re.d lI:ev -.cVale:h _,.Ina: that.
'1 kno.. of nO _jor rel1gtoll/acve_nt that. has not
produced evil or .troclt,. (~7. p.2l> .' for 1
f_l that' .. a so_what partial co_nt. I would
_,. nO acve nt. of An kind. religious or not,
I.rge or & 11, has not produced eo_ kind of
ullfortuntote reaction - even .,. own professional
field of phil.t.ely ha... I ae &ure, beell the cau'"
of ... re alld ctruggl.s' Th. poillt t.o r@..._ber is
that it·& not the CAl,JSB that I. neCllli6arll,. at
fault, but. the people who c.rry It out, who
.interpret the world crookedly through the
distorting lenses that they have built for
the_elves out of a 41sullder.t;anding or
41 .... ppllc.t.lon of the ideology within that
aove_nt. I _y he overl,. pe&8tll1etlc - 1 .... It
conflr.'ltion that t.he Baha'i Palth has lIe"er
har.,d anyone, for eKa~le. but I have BIIrloue
doubts about butt.erfly collecUag and t.h@ study of
entrailS as aids to discerlling the fut.ure.

Throughout world history ther. have been
vieloa.ri.e labued ..Ith Id.as which ...-111. they
believe, talle ._y evil. hardship. peill aDd.
Introduce pleasu,e. life after d.ath .nd. &OCial
..c:urlty to their adherents. Th. slaple Idea.. of
the611 people .re ALYAYS e-.hroldered.. llVA1'S
appll.d to I»peclf1cs r.ttl.r than ab&orbed as
seneral guides....LYAYS turned lato • dog_. ADd..
paople belna; ..hat they are. there will al_:J6 be a
eectlon of any populatloa that can·t qUlt.a graG})
tbe611 Id@e&. that _nte nothlna: to do ..ith the.,
that has (llo.. dare they?) bell.fs of it.. DWU.
Anathe_! Fir...Dd. bri-.ton. , 11:111 t.he apostat_,
Burn. wltcll. burn.. But 1.1.'. not bla_ It. all
on 'religion' - I.tional Soclall... alld Soviet
Co...lIls. have killed lar acre people than any
religions In t.he h.lstory of t.he world, for a
start.

I've .lso recelv.(1 a letter from Jon Kay who
wrote t.he article on S~lentolr;lgy In KOO,
referring t.o an .rUcle In The Guardian for
"th D4c...biIr.

Jon b,.
03 St ...nll.· .. Rd. het.er. BII 2QO

Baadl1Ded 'Kil.n In SclentolO8Y purge', It
d.scribed how • Xil.1l _e:letr.t. had ordered the
closur. 01 2e SclentolO8)' churCHS ill 19 cltle•.
Tbe cult _s char8"d with cOll&plr.cy to co.-1t
Iraud, pract;lcina: _dicl_ ...-1thout qualifications.
aDd ta. e"a&.Ioll. The article gives so_ IDdlcatlon
that the cvlt. is still a powerful force. ea611,
ahle to recruit _abe.... slaea althoush It hae
bllea ctt_ la It.l,. lor at.: ,..ar., It Is t.t1ought.
to have 120,000 foll~'" aDd the two bulldinp
cloeed III Kil.n elon. _re r.nted for LIM,OOO aDd
£309,000 a year. houeina; 100people. If an average
of a quarter 01 a alilionper buildlna: Is acc.pted.
tbe 2e Churches .uggeet an Inco_ of _11 over L6
allltoll pouDda.

..ith@r do th@ activlUe& of t-h. cult ....... to have
chana;ed that. ..ch .It-her. The a.rtlcles report..the
authorltle&' cl.l. to bave found files kept On
journallst5 .Ild othere ..ho have crltlcl&ed the
cult.. The ..ch "aunted 'drug-rehabilitatioll'
treat_nt that d@(ender6 Of the cult inevlt.hly
cite as proof of Its pro-social beha"lour also
get& a _ntlon. for 'tbe _t distraught of the
eult·. follo_r. are the drug .ddlct.. wh06ll
fa411le& have paid l.rge &U_ 01 acney to have
ttle. cured the treat_at .llegedly consisted
of large d .....s 01 vltaa.lne .nd de teat ion in a
pri.an-llke at_ph.re·. They have boef!!n denoullced
lor u_thlcal practice...

Xovlng on. I·v. tll&o had on. or two latt.re
ebout Chrl'SU.n SF.

Alex Brown
28 De_Beroft. Brldl1~oll•• Hu_ber&ide 1'016 5PZ

The lett.r.. In JI66 II 67 atx>ut ·Chrlet.l.n SF' _.
to be &16&Ina: t.he point;. Paul Ilorri.....kG whather
t.here .Is .ny Chrlat.lan SF, and P T ROI6&' r@pl,.
81_& the lapreseloD that there I. 10lIds 01 tt..
There i ..n· t. VIrtually the onl,. SF written fro••
Chrtetlan "Iewpolnt. I. cODtained ..ithin the novel.
by C S Le..is t.hat RO&II _nUons. Tolkiell did not.
writ. SF aad Charles WIllla~' obecure no..... l. are.
•• RO&& adat t.5, • On the l.ntaa,. .Ida of SF'.

There 1& • .ho_vGr. a lot Of SF atx>ut Chris;:t.laally.
tor ._~le. W.lter IUller'. A Canticle for
IAlbordtz. and Fritz Leiber'. Gatber. Llltr&-ne&&
both speculate on the role the Church Il1ght. pl.y
111 the future. ..hi Ie the Blleh 1I0veis ci ted hy
R0&8 dlscu&G the prohle.. ..hlch Il1ght be
.DCountered by a &pace-travelling Jesuit. The611
novele .re about Chrlt.lanlty, but ore not ..rit.ten
fro. a Chrlsti.n viewpoint. Therefore t.hey .re not
'Chrl.tlan SF'.

I do not agree ..Ith p T R08G' a&&ertion that
'Chrl.ttfonity ... can certalnl, be u ....d as the
boo.l. for solid &peculaUve wrIUng·. Chrh.tlanlty
and SF ar. I.:oapat.lble. Olll! bel"8 ba&ed on dOS_
aDd provldlna: a rigid "Ie.. of the ulliv.r......hil .. t
tbe other I" speculative .nd eDCourase& a flll.lble
"1 .... A. Cy Cheuvlo, 'SF I.n't Itll1tl"S'.

!finally, Paul JlorrllO ought. to be _rDlld that there
I. a lair bit 01 heretical anti-Christian SP. If
be louDd Pouatalns of Peredf... offeoslve. be ..Ill
have to a"old JIoorcock's Sebold tbe _II at all
cost•.

Put.t.lng asld. hi. edltorltol h .. t for a fwO'
partogrtophs. _ have eo_ rwadlng suggestions
(roil

David V Barrett
23 Ookflold Rd, Croydon, Surrel' CRO 2UD

A f.w .:Ire titles of Chrl&tian SF- and SOIl& 1101.
:r~lt1callY Chrlst1/1ft but deliber.tely religious
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There'. quit.. a ..uaber about the Last Dey& •
...r ....Se<lda... the Rapture. aDd all that. ..hleh
..bould be available froa _t Chrlstlao booksbop6.
Includi ..S: I", the Tw/"'~II"'B of an Eye by 8yd ..ey
Yatson, Behold {1. Pale Horse by Joe .u_r. The
Cl?CA S'tr/_eli by Frederick Talford. and idA Tbief
in t.he .lgbt by Jl. Grant..

Lion Paperbacke bave recent.ly start.ed publi ..hing
beth fiction and 1I01l-!1cttll for the acre geD2ral
_rket., Including Stephen Lawhead's Dre• .t.hlef alld
Job Hausbtall'" &B~IX"li Doc. and Gublak's Gr.-d,
and re-ls.....es of George JlacDo... ld' .. fa ..ta..ie...

Roger Dlxoll (wbo -.rote Cbrl..t CD TrIal alld The
Jlesslahl prod...ces a toO_..hat average ..poce-ark
..ovel. 'OlIh II.One of the first qua..i-SF Davels J
caD bave read is Peter: tbe Adventures of a
ChorIster by Sydney .1cbolson. with a YO\lng
cboirboy ju.ping tor_rd century by cent... ry, Two
books or religio.... Sf" sbort ..tories wortb looking
at; Gods for To~rrow ed, Han.. StefaD So.DteBGOn
and Fl... Tree Pl._t ed. RotJer IiJ..aod,

And there are SF 1I0vels about relllllonS, ofte ..
(but not al .... y.) invent.ed: zela:zo,'. Lord of
LIsbt. Far_r'. 'Isht of LIght, Helnleln'lII
Str.",pr. And _ny otbers. t al_,. _nted to
.... it. a doctoral t.be.. i .. On religion in SF - Or at.
lea.. t aD article tar Vector. I dOD't gave tbe t.1_
t.o researcb :It. properly DO"; If anyoDe out. t.bere
would like to do tbe lat.ter, drop _ a line.

Letten. to Dave pletlse, not _.

)lo·.'ln~ on again, it.·. time for
• oundu~' of other ,"ubject. raised

Itev kVelgb

Illchael Cobley's reglontll Dews proJlO6lll 06 quite
ludicrous. In the t.wo yearlil I've beeD IDvolved in
!andoll I'vll tried to get. J n to...ch wi t.h j!TO\lpG of
people in the v ..rloue plac•• 1n ..blch I've boD.n
living, tn Ranch••ter 1 found II non-exlst.ent. SF
group ad tbe near••t real Sf" activitiy wall In
VarriDgton. "'S I _II On suppl ....ntary benet1t at
t.be tl .. this _iii rar..ly f.a .. tbl.. for _. ¥ben 1
returDe<! to Cu.brla I t.rled agaiD. lion Ge...l1 put
all In t.ouch wltb the Carll.1. Group ('50 .:Il_ froa
.,) only for .. to be 10for_d by Sbep Xirkbrld.
t.hat he ....s '5M of the _.boDr..hlp. 10 Coventry I
have set. up a group but. ooly six people appear on
.. regular t..... l ... Proa th18 111l1ted evidence I
suspect t.bat r.glonall ..1ng SF aDd t.be MFA
_g..zine& 1& .. Degat.lue .,ve and only by

~::~~:~~~lng do tbOGe llke .,.self get. further

I th~nk, in f .. irne&~, one !DUst point out that
" lot of fans don't neces&arily want to be
part ot a group. Pt ..... don't d ••palr with
your !!:ro... p of .lx. kevin. It'. a .tart, and
051 v•• you so_thi ng frOD wblcb to expand.

1 tblnk five active fana live In Valtha ...tow yet.
_ never read about ValthaaGtow f"Ddo.. In yo... r
org..n: tbis 1& blat.ant ceneorlllbip and eho.... a lack
of any regio... lilltlc training on your part. Vbat.
cr..p~ t f Scot.s _Dt to read .bout &;ottl ..b falldoa.
I suggest. they aU r tbe_1 ves to t.ll TOO what '.
happening, IiIO that. you have lIIO_tblug to publlsb,

I fear OUr TV-orientated society has led to a
belief t.hat edit.ors CREATH the cont.ent. of their
_g..ztne& out of t.beir own actlvltil')e, and tbat.
they also have horde.. of ..1111ng repre...ntatlv.&
In every ball1et and village _lting to ..pring t.o
the telepbone or typewriter with va.t outpourlnglll
of news wblcb - iD your ca... - a .. a beedlel5& and
Ho_ Co... ntles-orlentated edl tor you choc:J&e
..illfully to Ignor•.

Ab. would that It "a••0. ken, would th.. t It
"a. ao And no". a plea frOID Patrick Le~

I'd like to U6t! 1IllJtrl. as a loudha.llllr t.o a
handf ... l of Sf artl ..tll and to tbe organlGers a!
Conspiracy. To Chris F066, Tony lIobert.IiI, Peter
E1soD, Tl. Vbite and Colin Hay - co., to
Contiplracy and _et your fan.. ! To tbe organisers.
plea_ invit.e tbe above artIsts because I would
very ..cb like to ..et t.be. all. aDd see SO""" of
their original po Inti Dgti.

I've cb.cked the BSFA lIIIO:Illne lIst and ('11';.
I'll not aur" that .. ny of the.e artl~t ~ll

_e Patrick'. request Conapira<::y alread"
have got. tbe IIrtist Jim Burna .. s their Artl>5
GOH. and tbe artl.ts. _ntioned aren'~

reglster.d for t.h. convention However, 1
..111 dra .. tbe .. ttentlon of th.. proe:ra""""
organt ••r. to this but cannot guar"n'~" th",t.
this will produc. any recult.

It'G not orten that 1 blow JIIy own truJllj)'l't. bu+
1 couldn't r.Gist the t.wo l.tter~ !ollo..~ng

I ...joyed t.he conveutlon roundup. I've al_y..
liked cOn reportG aod 1167 _s cert.atnly packed
..1 th the., I hope you can keep up t.he pre_ure SO
that they cootiDue t.o roll In, I particularly
liked tbe dlverlility, SF, fantasy, Olaf St"pledon,
allford aod Tbunderblrd.. , Tbere ..y Mve heeo
tiD91i1 In .,. yo... tb wben I would h .. ve scoffed at one
or acre of these but. DO acre, SF's great joy Is
diversity. Tb. deGire to find 1IO_0n.. t.o look down
on _e-. a bU"o trait. Vltbin t.he 1lter.. ry world
SF is ..ttll pr.tty low down &0 _ denziens of t.be
lIut.t..r Gearch for so_one eveD • lower' - u",ually
Star Trek/Star Vars/Gerry "'nderson ran5. SlId,
bec.euse It's j ...st. a a1rror or our own act.ivlti ..s.

Thank. To.. - I'JII !lad that .0_onE. htls
twigged ..h.. t I' III up to_ !' r: very pleas.d to
..ay that t.be word 1. starting to go round
th",t. I'll a.ccept _di., ma.teri .. l - dalf.lllit..
I'll accept IInyth1ng tb.,t might b'i' of
1nt<!rest to SF f .. ns and th.. t can b4r f I' tf'd,..

"rty. Taylor
Flat 2, 17 Hutchinson Square, DDuSl ... , Isle a! Ran

It.'11 bee .. quite 80_ t.i_ sluee I took ..ch
1Dterelllt 10 1IllJtrllt - the _111ng Is usually
sc..ooe<l Vector. PI ('cO& t.hat'''' ..here I'. lill:ely
to 158e .y 0.._> Dod tbo;,n 1fJJLllJl, I:Ino ~Vl,lD tben
..ltbout any grellt att.Dt.loD, .67, thougb, was
dUt.reDt, Par tbe !ir.. t tl_ In a long tI_ I
fOUDd .,.selt presented ..1t.h so_thing ..hicb could
rlNlsoDllbly call It._lr 'Tbe 'e_l..tter of tbe
BSl'A' - ne.... and lat. of it., r ... le covering a
..ld. spect.ru. or ..veDt aod revi.wer leW6 ..bleb
wer. i ..ter.liltlOS. All 10 all - aDd tbat lItt.le
sketch doesn't COver It all by IIny _anG 
lID_thing _11 wort.b reDding.

"'ell. alnt tbat nlc.? But, to redre.s thl:!
baltlnce, and to prove that one's !rlend.. Dre
frequently aIle's aternest erltl<::G, even with
the po•• i hl .. proll~ct of a !ree book, we have

Jobn Pair..y
78 So_niet lid, Folke..tone, CTUI 4R

I f_l at. t.1_s you take so_ co_nta a llttle
too perliOll8lly, for e ••.-ple your respans to
• .Icbael Cobl.y (1167). TO\l do yo... rself an
inju..tice. Altbougb hiB let.ter has oDly re..cb..d
you recently it ill probable that the opJDloDl!i
cont... lned .10 tbe letter were for_d before your
editorship. Indeed it i8 a complt_nt t.o your work
that be teels it wortbwhlle to co....n!;..

1 .1 t corrected - you ean tell
teDcher e ..n't you?

And tbat's all for tb16 t.i_, but pl.lI .... de
keep those le'ters COIll!llg :n'
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SOAPBOX

'Slipping tbtl S"rly Bonds of Earth'

or, the w.. lt .... conttlnd. tb&t 9~% of
flllnked cut when It ClllDlJ to 1Ut-off.

By 0" .... \food

lb. ave ..age person btl••••n thousand. of 1...g•• on
fils and paper of the .pac'! progra_. and nobody
caD bavtI been untouched, ho_ve.. hrlefly. by th.
_Je.ty of the .o..nt of 11ft-off. Tet how otten
In our literatutl havtl _ had thl. t1xpertenetl
co....nlc.. t.d to ... tI •• an artist Ie: vision, ill

_tleal thing oceur-ing ~t_.n WTlt... and. .....de ..
es tlO_ forlll of eloquent state_fit?

..... all know wbat a space launch 1. 11k. and I ba ....
a fond feeUng that tbe sf ..eade.. did lODg beter-_
tbe .... Ut-y. How did _ get tht. I_g." Vbe ..e a ...
tbe pas.lIges 110 etrong that tb.y gay. an enUT•
..eedership sucb II collecttve IIl.10n? Vbe.. t1 Indeed?

The annlv"rsary of the ill-fated. Challenger
nlsslon _t !'Ie searchlng for thl. cl ..... lc .f
motU. After ..11, .. a Brl .. n Stableford aaliert.. ln
th. EncycJopaedJlJ of Scleflce Fiction:

Sadly, Illy search led _ quickly to the conclusion
that faw af wrltera ever seeIDRd to .... the l"unch
aa an i.port.. nt l_ge of the flrat .teps Into
space and f .. r fro. finding .. subll_ In.tance tn
the 'breaking free of graVitational force' _re
never really happy untIl they ware 'out there',

Houra of ferreting through browning pulps and
tatty paperback. unearthed little In the way of
exalllpies pre-Apollo, ....hat poat-Apollo vl.lon. we
haye come from the reportage of .uch 'outsider. '
a. \lolf. and Jlt411er. Indeed, tn the after_th of
the Challenger dl ...ter, President Reagan's eulogy
took the words of A_rlcan poet John Jlagee and not
tho.e of a '_ster' of sf.

'Oh' I have sUpped th.. surly bond. of earth
and danced the .kle. On laughter-slIvered

~g~~:i'h~?e~:~:e:~l:s"'~~~~\~~yW~!ds~~: trod
Put auf .y hand and touched the face of God'

So wh.. t l11J:1 I find?

Jule. Verne Is a logical pl ..ce to start. Ignorln8
hl. meJUl.S. of transportation he stlll provided an
evocatlve and po... rful view of hi. Florldo lounCh:

Collpan~ that with tht .. by reporter John .oble
\ll1ford:

Reoll ..m _at. raportage. And a far cry frolll the
vlalons; of Ray Bradbury who l1ved In his own
apeclal unlver.e:

ThJs ~ar. no IIIOre relationship with the 'truth'
thon doea Jallllloro BUDlblell1y the glont IllOth whlch
carred Dr Dol1ttle to the 1ID0n. And yet It
ellbodle••o_thlng which 1. part of the j 19-aaw
puzzle of the collective vision. COllpare it to tbe
reality of:

which COlDllii frlJlD TOlll \lolfe's The RI!Iht Stuff.

It wa.. now getUng a blt 11lte the dog that didn't
bark. There 1.& a Une exolDple by Heinlein In hla
JIlan who sold the Moon, but It 1. a lengthy paasoge
and I lIlUat aak you to look 1t up for yourself, As
for the reat, _11 there wa .. an odd bit by Richard
Vaughan In 1934 wltb ExlJe of th. StlJrs;

And I found Robert Bloch back In '3'" telling The
Strans. FJlsbt of RlcblJrd C]lJYCo" where:

'The .wl teb lKIved downwarda. For a lKI_nt

~n~~:rnl~~:~~fe1~o~::T~a;111tg~~..::~~Jm:~:n;:
Into the aky - the wing. of III lIOth thruD.llllng
In !llght - tbe qul ...erlng behind le.. plng
1IlU6cl•• : of thllse the shock Wali _de "

But enough 1_ enougb!

Tben it st.rucli: _, Men went Into _pac'll in IllUcb tbe
.._ way the bad _ex! On a plll ... r of ••••••••••••

A new paragrapb and they _r. Into POlit-coltal
free fall ....d reaching for a cll'1",rette

Vow! I __t hsv. learnt It all behind the scbool
btcy,.-le _heds
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