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A. I am attempting to write this editorial in what
already feels 11ke the early hours of the IDOrning,
and we haven't even hit midnight yet, J shall keep
this short. An editor's lot is never a happy one
at the best of tiIMS, but 1 really didn't expect
to be cOlllplaining becau.e 1 havR too much _terial
and can't work out what to leave out. \lhich i.
not, 1 hastllln to add, a signal for you lot to
slacken off - keRp the ne_ and article. coming,
especially Soapbox _terial. On the other hand,
I'm in the unhappy pocition of haVing to hold OVRr
.evRral features until next issue, including the
letter column. I'll. not happy about thi., and I
daresay you W'On't be either, but I'Ill reluctant to
sacrifce the large alDOunt of neW'S in this issue,
so what does one do? J hope the rest of the
magaZine will go .OIM way to cODpllnsating.

On a happier note, J recently received a ....sag.
frolll the author DaVid Garnett which vent along thR
lin",s of 'Please tell !(aureen Port... r to _ke
Klltrix IllOre boring.' I raised all. eyebrow,
naturally. DaVid is apparently longing for the
good old days when he could open his BoSFA mailing
and throwaway MatriX without reading it. I gather
he Und. it so interesting these day. that the
house i .. piled with copies of Matrix which h..
can't get through fast enough. l' ve had SOllie back­
handed compl1lll8nts but that i. definitely the
best. Still, as I lurch into Illy second year of
editorial control, it's heartening to know I'm
getting something right.

forth. JIlore of the salD8 wi th addRd extras. JIlore
than that 1 think it would be dangerous to say,
right nOW but kRep reading, and of course keep
contributing. Without the readRrs thi" _ga%inR
would be nothing.

Several people have asked various question" about
how 1 like work submitted to Ketrix. Basically, I
11ke it submitted legibly. HandOlf'iting is fine
(though it would help if names were prlnted),
typed JIlllnuscripts are fine, I'll even accept
submis&ions on AlIIStrad dlliCS in Locoscript or
ASCII Ules if they're compat1ble. D1scs w111, of
course, be returned. We have nO £-_il, we. have no
lIIOdell. - _' re not that hi-tech alii yet. Otherwis",
in any forll. you think wl1l not hlnder _ too m:uch.

STOP PRESS: Following up the article on the
Science Fictlon Foundation (lie"" p. 12), I've COIll8
late neWIii frolll George Hay. He'lii organising a
conference on 'Science Fiction and its
App11cation.. ', It's a joint venture by the SFF and
the International Science Folicy Foundation. 'the
chairman is Dr Maurice Gold~a1tb, and the subjects
for discus~ion are introduced by Duncan Lunan,
Alice Coleman, 'tiD Kindberg, Dl>vid Brin and John
Clute. 'the date is Thursday g July at Burgh House,
Hampstead, London 1I'w'3, from 14.00 to 17.30
T1ckets are L3. !:lO, and are available from Faulin..
Fleasance, Burgh House, Tel: 01-431 0144.

I am lIl!lkl ng no promises for the ..econd year of
.ditor..hip beyond ..aying that I shall continue
working to ill.prove coverage in every area of
interest, improve production techniques, and so Deadlille for lIert. 1S1NtI: Jl'riday l? .1uly .

.••*•••••••••••••*•••••••••*************••••••••••••******••••*.,

Walking On Glass

by Faul IUnca!d

It's not going to be a long BSFA column thie
i.~ue, :IDOstly because of the aDIOunt of material we
bave to include, but alliO because we're saving
ourse1ve5 for next t11Dll. I'll. planning a big column
next time about the BSFA po"t, present and future,
especially for all thoee p1Iople who Will, "'8 hop.,
be seeing Jlatrix for the first ti ..... at Conspiracy
e7. But there are two illlportant things t want to
tet you kno... ahout nOw. The first, with Worldcon
very llI\.lch in IIl1nd, i.:

I've already _ntion.d that ve will be holding our
AGJIl at the 'w'orldcon thi.1l> year, but I want to take
this opportunity to announce it officially. 'the
date i8:, Sunday 30th August. The place ilii
Brighton. The time is prOVisionally arranged for
11 all.. We're still waiting for the Worldcon to
confirm our rOOIl. book1ng, ..0 it is pos..ible that
the time l114y have to be IllOved to the early
afternoon, but the date i6 fixed and I don't
really expect the t1_ to change. I'll be giving
finat details in my colulllIl next time, ...hlch shOUld

be in everyone' ~ hands welt before the convention
itself. Incidentally, since Our AGJIl w111 not be in
the llIIlin convention hotel, but in one of the other
hotel'" nearby, there 101111 be no problelllS if anyone
wlsbes to attend the AGX without Joining the
convention itself.

'the SSP... KO"'s into book publtshil18

That'lii the exciting ne ... about a new offer we are
able to IlIIlke to you. Jltany of you will know of
George Hay, author, editor, founding father of the
Science Fiction Foundation, and a fellow judge on
the Arthur C. Clarke Award. One of the ..... ny things
that George turns his hands to is finding and re­
puh11shing long out-of-print books for the English
Language SoCiety. Bow he is offering those skl11 ..
to the BSFA.

Are there long out-of-print book.. that you have
virtually given up searching for? If so, let u..
know. If there 1. sufficient interelj;t, George will
s.arch out the book, negotiate the tricky fields
of copyright for us, and together ve will make the
book ava11able to SSFA _mbers at a speCial 10'"
rate. 1 think this is the sort of s.rvice that th..
BSFA 6hould be offering to itlii members, but it all
dep1lnds on you. Let know if you are interested,
and above all let know of your suggestions for
our first venture into pUblishing ..
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NEWS
Co.pJled by Paul riDe_ld. Stili» Itch"ll .. and
Jlaureen Porter (tlJtll a little help frolll Locus and

otller iI"uTellls)

Ja.es Tlptre. Jr <tbe p80 na_ of A11ce Sbeldon)
k111ed her hu..~nd on 19th Jlby. IlDd then co_Hted
sl,llclde.

~fi1 hay. no further detailS at the t1_ of golng to
press, hut 10011: out for Il full report aDd obItuary
in the next lSli\Hi of If4trlx.

The fir-lit utbur C. Clarke .a._rd bas gooe to
)tar-gar-et Atwood for Tbe lhuII:f..ld's Tal •.

The AWlIlrd "'lUi announced at Beeeon ove .. Easte...
hrgaret Atwood her.... lf was not there to receive
the scroll and the cheque for ~l,OOO. indeed the...
was so_ question whethe .. 5h. even II:new about the
awa ..d since even her publish.... had been unable to
contact he.. fo.. 150_ weeks. Barriet Spic.... Joint
Xanaging Di ..ecto.. of VIRAGO who a ..e publishing the
paperback edition of thfl hook in June, had
intended to be the..e to accept the awa ..d but wa&
prevented at the last minute by family ..eason5.
Instead sh.. Gent thiS _'"~age:

W'o'e a .... dellghted and honou ..ed. both fo.. )brgar.. t
Atwood and ou ..&elveli. that The HIHld1lllltd's Tale ha&
been arded thQ first A.. thu .. C. Clarke p .. i;ze. As
the lter of outstandingly iJllllglnat1v. and
int.. lllgent sci.nc. fiction, there is nO better
n..me than his to be associated wlth this booll:. 'o'e
ar.. also glad that the book will be b..ought to the
attentlon of &cience fiction audiences. as they
are p.... ticul ..rly COlllllitted to upholding the tr..d­
ition", of creativity and darlng which Tbe H"nd­
1IllIld's TaJe &ho'"'5 to be so 1I1.po.. tant. Th..nll: you. w

The Awa ..d wl11 now be p..e ••nted to Xa..garet Atwood
at a reading she is to glvli! .. t thli! Shaw Theat ..e,
London at 6.00p'" on Tbursd..y, 4th June.

Tbe Arthur C. Cl ....II:. Award was chosen by
representatives of the BSFA (Kille llei .. , Paul
IiDcald), the Science Fiction Foundation (John
Clute, Ed_rd Ja_.. ). and the Internation.. l
Sci ..nce Policy Found.. tion (Dr. buriCf' Goldsa1th.
George Hay>. 'o'hen the pan", 1 callie to thei .. final
d .. liberations they ..ere evenly spIlt between Tb"
Hllnd=ld's raJe and Tbe ~d AstroDauts by Bob
Sha... In the end Bob Sha.. lo&t by the narro..est of
-.rglns, but there ..... to be compenllatlon, since
it "as alliO announced .. t B<occon th.. t Tbe R..gS"d
Astronauts had WOn the BSFA Award.

The full li .. t of SSP.l .lwards WIlS ..15 follows:

ROVEL: Tbe R.lJgged 4strODauts - Bob Shaw
i~~;t:ICTIOJll: 'i:aet.i and toll-e Haua-an' -

KEDtA' Alien..
ART: 'The Clocll:'to_.. Gi ..l· - Ieith liI:obe..-t ..

There were problelD6 ..1th the Bebula .l_rda ballot
Apparently the accounting firlll ..ho handle the
ballot fo ..got to Include 'Tbe Gi.. l who Pell into
the Sky' by !:ate WilhEol. on the final ballot forll.
All the ballots had to be dlscounted, and new
ballot forlD6 sent out, ..ith an extended deadline.

~c:n;iJ,[r.r.PT~RESBUr.~~~~S HUSBAND •

.. BSFA /' CLARKE /
W;[NNERS
• HUGO NOXINEES
• BARRINGTON BAYLEY COURT
VICTORY

RANDOH HOUSE TAKE OVER
CAPE
• LANDIS TRIAL UPDATE

Despite tbifi delay tbe wtoDerli have now b<ien
announced, a .. follows (wiouers tn bald with the
full short 116t follow1ng>,

JaVEL
S):w.oIhr rar tbe Daad - ClM;oIl Sco1;1; Card
COU.llt Zero - 'o'il11 ..m Gibson
Free Llve Free - Gene 'o'olfe
Tbe Hand1llll1d's TaJe - )b..ga..et Atwood
Tbe Journal or NlcboltJs tbe .t.&rlclln - Lelgh
Kennedy
Tbis is tbe ~llY tbe ~orld Bnds - Ja_s Korrow

IOVELLA
• ~liI:' - Luciu.. Shepa..d.
'Dydeetown Glrl' - F.Paul Vl1son
'Escape from Kathlllllndu' - Kill Stanley Rob1nson
"ewton Sleep' - Greg Benfo..d
'Gilgll,__h in the Outback' - Robert Silve..be ..g

ROVELBTTB
'The Girl Who Fell in1;o 1;h"", SII:y' - h1;e Wilhel.
'AYIllll ..a' - Lucius Sbepa ..d
'Hat ..acll: Riv... ' - O..son Scott Ca..d
• Listening to B..ahlE;' - Suzy KcK.s Cha..na..
• P"",raafrost , - Roger Z""'lazny
'Surviving' - JUdlth JIloffett
'The Vlnter )b..ket· - V111iall Gibson

SHORT STORY
'TaDgilllts' - Greg Bear
• The Boy Vbo Plai ted Kanes' - Nancy Sp..1nge ..
'The Lions are Asleep this Right' - Ho..a ..d. 'o'ald..op
• Pretty Boy Crossover' - Pat Cadig..n
·Rat· - Ja_& Pat .. ick Kelly
· Robot DTealllli' - I&....c AsillClv

In ..ddition, Isaac .ls1.,.. WIlS _de a G..and. JIa..t ...
of SF by the SF'o'A.

It is p ..esuJllllbly no lID..e than coincidence that the
Kate 'o'ilhelm novelette whlch WIlS the cause of the
ballot p..oblelD6 actually WOlnt on to wln the award.

Ballot p..oblelD6 have ..150 beset the nominations
for the 8u80 .lward. Close to the original deadline
for recelpt of nominations it WIla discovered that
the ballot fO"lD6 had not ..eached anyone in
Australia, and that _ny American _lIIb11..s had alao
not ..eceived them. Investlgations r.vealed that
this "as due 1;0 unofficial strike action at a
London "orting office. To give everyone the chance
to vote, the Dominating ballot "as then JIlIIl1ed
again to every mellber of the convention. and the
deadline extended until 1st JIlay. As a result the
accountancy firm handling the Hugo ballots (OK,
1t'li really Paul I1ncaid. and ..n AlII5trad) has
received roughly as _ny nolll1nationlli as the l!,Cit
'o'o .. ldcon, despite a sOIlle ..hat slIIII.lle.. lDlIlIlbe ..sh1p.

The short list for the Hugo .l_rd 1...s follows:

BOVEL
Speaker ror the Dead - OrIOOD. Scot1; Card
(Tor/Century)
CouDt Zero - V11li_ G1bBon (Goll .. ncz/Arbor House>
Black OeDesis - L.RoD. Hubbard (Bridge/Bew Era)
Tbe Ra/I8'fJd AstroDaut" - Bob Sha.. (Gollaucz/Baen)
IfIJrooned lD Realtt.a - Vernor Yings
(Analog/Bluejay)



lfOVELLA
•Bif.lb.i.' - Kic.... l Plynn Analog 11/0e
'Becape fro. ht~Ddu' - Ii. stanle,.
IASPX 9166
• R+R' - Lucius Shepard. IASPX 4/0e
·COUg......b ill the CUtbBcll:' - Robert Silfllrberg
Rebels in Hell/IASFX 7/0e
'Spice PQSr0.' - Conlli. Yillis lASPX 10/0e
Total vote. ca.t, 206

lfOVELETTB
'Tbor lIII!etli Captain a-rica' - David Brill FaSp
7Ioe
'Batrack River' - Oreoll Scott Card lASPX 0/60
'The Villter -.arll:.t' - Villia. Gibsoll Stardate
3/0e. Interzone 15, Burning Chro_"
• The Barbariall Prince_' - VerDOr ViJl88 "lllIlog
9/00
• Per_frooo't· - Roger zelazn,. Dani 4/00

Total votes cast, 242

"The Gibson novelette previoullly received lilll.1ted
distribution in 'the Vancouver area in 1965, but
1960 was the first Yllar In whlcb it recillved
general distrlbutlon.

SHORT STORY
• Robot Draa.,.;' - I_ac Asl.:1'" Robot Dreams.
Xld-Dec 6e
• TaD38nt.· - Greg Bear Oanl 1/00
·still Life' - Da...ld Garnett paSF 3/00
·Rat· - J..,s Patrick I:ell,. PasF e/80
'The Boy Vbo Plait" Kane,.' - lfallc" SprlJl88r FaSF
10/66

Totai vote& cast, 281

BOll-FIcrrOll
Tr1l1lon Tear Spnte - Brian ...ldi_
YIJl8To",. <Gollancz/Atheneull)
Science Plef;loll la PrInt: JSltJS - Charles •. BroWll
.. Yl11iaa G. Coatento <Loc;",. Prese)
ne LIIIrk LIlIsbt RetUl'"llllO - Prau Killer et al.
(Varner/Titan)
Illdu&trlal LIgbt and "gle: The ut of Bpec:tlll
llffect,. - Tbo_,. CO. Sa1th <Del Rey)
OIllr ~ppllrelltlr hal - Paul Wl11iaas <Arbor House)

Total votes c;ast: 192

DRAXATIC PRESEIl'TATIOB
Aliens (20tb Cllntury Fox)
Tbe PI,. <20th Century Fox)
LabYTiD.tb (Lucasf111l&)
Little Shop of Horror& <Geffen)
star Trell: IV: Tbe Voyage Bo_ <Paramount)

Total '0'01:•• caet: 344

Jl. BurD8
J'rau Iell,. Preas
To.l:ldd
Doll. Jlaltz
J.I:.Pot'ter
Bercl.,. Shaw

<If. B. Kicl:l.ael Yblliall, received enough nOlll.1natlons
to be Included On the shortlist. but had already
dec;lared he did not wlsh to be nOll.lnated before
the ballots went out.)

Total votes callt: 317

PROFIlSSIOtfAL EDITOR

~~e;a~ol"
Bd Fer_D
De...id Kart_II
Ste:n Sch.a1dt

SEMIPROZIIE
IDtllrsOZlIl Bd 0"...1d Pringle. Si.cn CUD81ey
PIIZlt"Sr Re"le~ Bd. Robert A. Colllns

Locus Bd. Cl:l.arles •. BroWll
ScIence PlctJoD C1lrc»Ilcle Bd. b<lrew Porter
Scle.ac;. P1CtJOZl Re.,:te~ Bd Rid"ord Geie

Xi" Gl,..r
~bur Bl ....at,.
De._ Langford
PatriCk .1el_1I Hayden
Bl.:1n CUnllle,.
D. Vest

Brad PO&'ter
Stu Sh.lff_n
Steve 11'0.
Taral
Arthur (A,yoa> ThoaBOn

Total votes cast, 213

FABZIIIl
~lble - De.fll Lansford
Pil. 770 - Kike Glyer
un',. LaD tern - Georse LaskQWGki
Te.....s SP IZlqulrer - Pat ....eller
Tr..pdoor - Robert Licht_II

JOH. V. CAKPBIlLL AYARD
Lois Jk:Jlaster BuJ old*
Earell Jo,. Powl .......
Leo Pranko_ki
l[ath..ri:ne Bli&lla IU~riel

Rebecca BroWll Ore
'Robert Touaali:n 'Reed

• Sec;ond year of eliglbility.

'the wiDDer of the 1907 Pbilip •. Dick ....:Irial
Award hall been aDDounced. It Is la..s P. Bla,.lock
tor Ba.JllcuJus. Blayloc;k winG $1,000. The runner
up, who wlns S!500, was Jack kDevltt for Th..
Hereul ..,. Ten. The aWllrd iii tor the best orlgln.al
paperback novel of the year, and 1& cho.en by a
panel of Judgll. who. thl" year, consisted ot
Ra,..end B. Pelst, Tla Po_rs, )(arta Randall. Lewis
Shll1er and Gary •. Yolf.

Coincidentally, both novels were publlc:hed by ACE,
which has so tar published all ttve winners.

The ludges for tbe 1988 Ph1lip K. Dick Award have
aleo been announc;ed. They are' l ....s P. Bla,.lock.
L1_ Goldstein. Ru_ll Let&olI. Rudy Rucker and
Ver:nor V11l8'8'

And yet IIO;Irll award.. The short11st tor the 19&7
Co.apton Cook A_rd bas been announced. The award,
for the best f1ret novel of the year. eons1st,. ot
a casb prize g1ven by the Baltll1O;1re SF Soc1ety at
their convention Balt1con. The nOllllnees are'

SluIrds or BODour - Lo1s k)(a&ter Bujold
Tlle 0._ of Pez IIgd L:ton - Robert R. CMI5e
Tlle c:ross-TJ_ ~lgelJr - Leo Fra:n.kowsll:l
~ Bldde:a Place - Robert Charles Wileen
Tlle Doo.&dar llfffwt - Tho_,. Wren

Harlall Bll1l1Ol1 bas won the 1907 Scr_nwritenB
.....rd for • Paladl n of the LCl$t Hour'. an episode
In the lIO;Iat recent series of Torlllllht Zone.
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~l_rs CaaI.Il,5" B~ by Il'rIIula C. L-Gui. hes won tba
J •••t Be1dla.a.r Kafka ._rd fa .. tb. be.t nov.l by
an A_.. lcan wo_n In 198~.

Artbu .. C. Cla..ke I. tb. r.clpl.nt of tb. 1987
LloclbBrgh ._rd p.....nt.d by tb. Cba.. l.s A.
Lindbergh Fund. 'tbe annual award I. glv.n to an
individual who•• Ilf.tl .... •• work baa contrlbut.d
to tbe bal.nc. of t.cbnologlc.l advanc.ment and
pr.....vatlon of tb••nvl ..on_nt. Tb ard _.
_d. at tb. Fund's annual Awards Dlnn on 20tb
ltay, wblcb w•• this y••r b.ld In Pari. a. part of
tb. (10th annlv.r5lllry c.l.bratlon co_.:>r.tlnS
Cb.rl.s Llndbergh's fllgbt froa Ia.. York to Pari•.

Clark. Is t.b. t.ntb r.clpl.nt of tb. a_rd, wblcb
ha. prevlou.ly be.n slv.n to people 11k. Jacqua.
Coust.aau and TlIor Sa,ant.alal.

And now th.... ••• cb.nc. for you to win an award.
Tbe Royal lI::KCball88 Tha.tra CO.-pe.n, In ltanch••t.r
b.. announc.d the lat••t lIobll Pla1'"1 tlll.8
CO:.pat1tloD. Tb. U ..st prlz. Is .tlO.OOO; second
prlz. L5.000: tbl ..d prlz. L3.000; Int.rnatlonal
prlz. for a play by • for.lgn ..rU.r L3.000;
IUcba.l Elliott prlz. for .....It.r .... Id.nt In tb•
• ortb Vest of England £3.000; and a special p .. lz.
fa... wrl ta .. wo.. thy of special ...cognl tlon Ll.OOO.
Th. cOllpetltlon Is for • full l.ngth play
<.stl_t.d playli18 tl_ 100 Il1nut•• or .0... > all.
.ny subject. .nd tb. d••dUn. fa .. ent ..y I. 18
J.nua ..y 1988. Fa.. full d.talls of tb. compeUtion
cont.ct, Th. Xobll Pl.ywrlUng eollpatltlon. Tha
Royal Excb.nga Tb•• tra COllpany, St .Dn·. Squar••
Kancbest... K2 7DH. Ou.. co..r.spond.nt :Ro, Gr.,
...ports tb.t th. cOllpatltlon r.c.lv•• thous.nd. of
.nt.. l.s, but th. LI t.r...y Kanag... c.nnot ....mba ..
s •• lng any .cl.nc. fiction.

Barrlllgt.on J. Ba,la, has ba.n ...ard.d L5.000
da_g.s ag.lnst publlah.ra ALLlSO. a BUSBY by
Vestll1nst.r County Court. It I. tb. culaln.t.lon of
a l.gal bettl. tb.t bag.ll In Jun. 1985 wban Bayl.,
cb.rged Al11aon " Buaby with non-pay.nt of
..oyal U.s on ..v.n of hi. book.. Tha HIgb Court
..ulad In hi. favour In Oetober of that y.a .. and
Bayl.y racalved tbe IIOn.y and the copy..lght on the
books was ...turn.d to him. Then In .prll this year
Bayl.y r.turn.d to the fr.y. ch...glng ,laB with
Infrlng._nt of contr.ct. by fallln,g to offer bl.
tt ... t r.fu•• l on copl•• of bl. book••old on th.
r._Inder _rk.t. At tb. h.... lng In Jltay It w.s
clal ....d th.t 2./551 cOpl•• of four tttl•• ­
Including Tbe Soul Dr tbe Robot .nd n. Fell of
QroJJDpol Is bad be.n .Old to tbe book trade
without r.t....nc. to Bayl.,. lUcl:l.aal JlDDrcock .nd
IIIa..ld Teta (for_.. _naS." of Po..bldden Plan.t>
s.ve eVld.nc. On Bayley'. bahalf, .nd tb.re _ ...
• ttld.vU. frail RD« Peyton of Andro_da .nd
1U.cu.l Butt.rworth of Savoy, all ••t.bllshlns the
abillty of SF autbor. to handle th•••le of th.t ..
own rellllltnd.r.. .nd tb. aark.t th.t ."I.t. for
th.lI. Bafor. the be.rlng ,laB b.d gone Into
rec.lve ..sblp. owing .n ••Umat.d .tl00,000 tn
roy.ltle. alon., .nd the c.s a. unoppo••d.
Sayl.y was .w dad tb..."1 .ount of da_g••
.llo_d by la but wltb otb.r cr.dltor. ch••lnS
.l.S·s ••••t. It Is uncl ••r bow ..cb h...Ill
.v.nt.ually r.c.lve. Tbough bl. ."pan... .r.
cov....d by l.gal .Id. Baylay r.ckons lob. d.l., In
coaJ.ng to court and the 1.15.1 111l1t. on da_s••
h.v. cost ht. L7. 000. -Tb. crooks _n.g. to cr...l
out frail und.r tn th••nd. - b. co_ntad.

DouSlaa .ldallll;; I ••ulns hi. to..me .. account.nt fa ..
prof.sslon.l n.gllgenc. In r ••pect ot IIOney •• t
•• Id. to me.t t."es.
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Fo.. tha pa.t f.w y••r. Ad.1IIi baa .ar_rk.d ••llc.
of bl •••rnlngs fro. B~tc:JJ B~hr'e Gillde book••nd
.plnoff. to cov.r bl. t." obllg.Uons. In .prll
hi. sollcltor. _r. Sr.nt.ed a COll_nt Judg._nt.
ag.ln.t tb••ccO\lnt.nt. La~l>Ca Bar_tt. tot.llns
.pproal_t.ly .t342.000. Th.y h.v. al.o lodg.d a.
coaplatnt "11th th. Cbart.r.d A••oclatlon of ea ..t­
Itl.d .lccount.nt•• which will con.ld.r .cuntlng .n
otflcl.l Inv••tlg.tlon once th. outco_ of tbe
leg.l proce.dlng. I. known. M••nwhll. HK Inspector
of 't.x.. Insl.t tb.lr ••••••_nt Is .tlll
out.t.ndlng and .re demanding payment.

Ada... _ld to bav. ba.n po.ld .n .dv.nc. of
bat_an S2 .nd S3 1l111lon far bl. two forthCOll.1llg
D1rk GelJUr nov.l •• 1. quot.d •• _ylng -I Il:now
J'. luck,. to bave to pay so ... cb tax; It _ ....
blt ...ch to bava to pay It twlca ov.r. tbough.-

Fa.. t.b. U_ balllg b. b.a••bandoll.d plana to build
• swl_lng pool !»neatJJ the s ...d.n of hie Iortb
London bou_.

Ho....or writer J ...s Be..bert ha. c.nc.ll.d •
p"o!CIUon.l tour In Ir.l.nd for th. paperb.ck
.dltlOn Of TJJa ~lc Cott-a- following. cIa••
.ncount.r wltb • bontlr. on 25th April.

H. _. tr,lng to llgbt • pU. at old wood In tb.
g...d.n of hi. Su...x ho_ .nd _ ..g.d to _t f1r.
to hl_lf tll the proc._. H. lost hi••yabro_
.nd l.sh.s. acorcb.d his f.c••nd burnt his .r•.
-I w.s ....11' t.rrlfl.d.- co_nt.d tb••ut.ho.. of
l1Nt R.t• • nd Tbe .Pc:w. -Xy .hl .. t _It.d and I'. In
• blt of e stet•. J .tUl c.n·t .h.lI:e band. but.
I' .. lucky It ...sn·t wors•. -

Me.nwhll., HODDER .r. to publish his n.w nov.l,
Ssp<JJc.z.r. thl. su_r.• propo.ed TV ••rl•••bout
• psycblc d.tectlve ba.ad an H.rbert· s sto.. I •• lIlIly
nOW beco_ • BBC TV !CIvle In.t••d this Ch..I.t._•.

Gene Volf. bas Ju.t d.lIv.r.d the _nuacrlpt for
hl. naxt nov.l. na~ ~ lJooTw. • darll: co_dy
.bout • depart_nt .tor. cl.rk who talls In love
wIth a godd••s whIch _._ to bav. dl.tlnct
ov.rton.s of TlIOTl'ofI Saltb. H••1.0 ba•• contr.ct
fa .. Soldier Dr .tr.te. the _qu.l to Soldier or Ule
JUst .nd .acond volu_ In wbat 1S Int.nd.d to ba
.n opan-andad _rl... M••nwhil. Tbe Urtb or tba
'e" oS\I.D wIll be cOalng out froll GOLLAICZ In tl_
for the 'oi'orldcon, .nd the paparbe.ck .. Ight. bav.
.lraady been sold to PUTUR•.

Prede..111: Fobl wIll be spandlng .t. l.ast part of
th. t.1_ In London n.at .p.. lnS. HI. wlf••
BUasbath ...... Bull. ba. Ju.t. baen pro.ot.d to
full prof••so.. .t KarP'lr COll.S. and wl11 be
te.chltlg Itl London bat_.n J.nu.ry .ndc .lprU 198/5.
Pohl will tbar.to... be dIviding hI. time bat_.n
London end th.lr bome In Illinol•.

G.rry J:11worth, a. not.d In the l.st I ••u.,
suddenly •••1IIIi to ba v...y pro11tic••0 It W/ilsn·t
..•• lly all th.t surprl.lng to find hili
contrlbutlns artlcl•• on Xacca .nd Ay.... Roell: to
~:ce:....ly publi.bad nae ~tl.s Dr IIr5t.rlou6

Bob Shaw b.d .n .rtlcl. In Tb_ lad_pand.at on
Tu• ..a,. 2(1 Xay. ..pl.lnlng tha nlghtma.. l.b .Id•
• ff.ct. h••uffarad wb.n ba took th. drug Pondarex
to b.lp bill 10__Igbt. On. re.ult of tb.
dro_1 n.... headach... giddlnass, d.prasslon and
murd.rou. unr•••onlng anger .... th.t ba got
s.rlously bahlnd with wo..k on hi. n.w nov.l .
Po..tunat.ly he dl.cov.r.d wb.t .... h.ppanlng In



tilll8 and he is now off the dr ...g (and ke.ping bili
... igbt dOwn>, and bis writing iii back on course.

De.vid Prinale, recently appolnted SF con.... ltant to
SIIIOJI AWD SCHUSTER UK, iii currently at work upon a
sequel to bis Se1eDCe P1ct1olll: TI.e 100 BlJst Books,
•• l.cting th. 100 best fantasy nov.l. sine. 1'i14~.

&r.ly two yean; late, it appears that &.leI II.
Doolan,. bas finally d.liv.red th. man....cript for
TlIIe Sple»dour .ad JU_ry or Bo41e... of CJ.ttes, tbe
s.cond vol ... me of hl. 'diptycb' wbich began witb
st.ers t» ~ Pocket Ltb Gretas of SIollld.

Gwyneth Jone. bail COIII8 ...p wi tb a good .:o:c..... for
po.sibly missing tbe \lorldcon this year - .be is
expecting her !1rst baby that _.kend. Meanwbile
anotber of h.r cbildren'l8 books ... nder the name "llll
Bal••, TlIIe Dar-Dr bali j ...st been p...bli6hed by
ORCHARD BOOKS.

1I0bert Silverberg IIo!I.rrled hrell Baber at a
cerellClny in oakland on 14tb February - St
Valentine's Day.

Autbors Diane Duane and P.ter "rwood have got
married in cerellClnle. on the EalOt and \lelOt coastli
of America, and in Ireland. I wonder if they
tho... ght one waen't binding eno... gh?

Ileanwhile Bruce BterliD8's wif. Iallc, gave
to a da ...gbter, "-y Jo,c., on 31.t Karch.

P.... I J. 1Ie.... l.'. the I»terzoille di&cov.ry wbo has
gone on to bave storlee in a n ... mber of A_rican
IIIll.gazine8, bas just sold his first nov.l, Pour
HUlJdred BJJJtolJ BtIlT6, to Del Rey Books in tbe US.
EeUlIIll.hld p ... blication date is the middle of 1988.

Ieil G.i_n's DolJ't PlIlJic: TlIIe HJtcbbJ.i:er's Guide
ca.p.lJion is due o ... t from TITAN thi6 autumn.

Tbe new novel from J.G.Bellard ie to be called Tbe
Dar of en..tlOZl and is eat in contemporary "frlca.

Terr, Carr died on 7 April aged '30. He bad
apparently bad a long bistory of ill healtb,
inclUding diabetee, and cbronic respiratory .od
circulatory probleme, and bad been in hospital in
.arly Karch for te6ts. He was at ho_ convale.cing
when he died.

Terry Carr wali one of the IICllit respected and well
liked people in the ecience fiction cOlRIIIUnity.
Like IIIll.ny of the writers of bis seneration he
beSan hie c;:areer ae an active fan, wlnning Hugos
in 19'39 for his fanzlne FaDac (edited w-itb Ron
Elilltl, and in 1973 as Fan Wrlter. In fact a
collection of his excellent fanwrlting has juet
been p... blished ... nder tbe title P.lJd..... HiIlr.".st. As
a professional writer, partic ... larly during tbe COs
and 70e. he IIIll.de hi6 nalllll wi tb a number of
....perbly crafted, witty and effective lihort
storie.. , notably 'Hop-Friend'. 'The Danc. of th.
Changer and the Three'. • O:tymandiae' and • They
Live On Levels'. He ie .lso the a ... thor of one very
fine novel, Cirque <l977>. However it ls as editor
that he hali had the most lastlng effect ... pon
ecience fiction, haVing been r.eponslble for the
U1ll1""rse serleli of orlginal antbologies, the
ann...al Best ScJelllce PJctJOlJ of tbe Tear
collections whiCh are eurely allClllg the beet and
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IIIOst intelilgent of that breed, and the two .eries
of Ace Speclals.

Th.odo.... II. Cogs_II died On 3 February ased 08.
He was a fine b... t far from prolific sbort story
w-riter who hae not, therefore, achieved the sort
of rep... tatlon that stories like 'The \lall Aro ... nd
the World' clearly delierve. One of the lIIOet
notable features of hie work is a eharp sense of
hUIlCl ... r, .hown off in etories lilte 'Probability
Zero! Tbe Pop... lation Imploeion' whlch 'proved'
that the pop... lation of Britain has been dl!lcllnlng
6teadily eince 1000 AD. But he wali aleo adept at a
number of literary styles, and wrote a n ... mber of
acclal_d borror stories. Born in 1918, he 11ed
about hl. agll in order to join the Republ1can
fore•• in Spain, 6erving as an amb ... lance driver
througbout the Spanish Civil Yar. Later he bec;:alllB
an academic, foundlng and edltlng the Proc.I'dinp
of tbe InstJtute of Tttenty-First Century St ...die..,
one of the first inetance6 of serious academic
study of science fiction.

IlacDollald, the prolific writer of
myeterieli and other novels, died on 28 December
1988 frolll compUcationli follow-ing a heart byptl6li
operation. He wae 70. \/:hile serving with the ass
during Yorld Yar Two, he wrote and liold hle firet
story. Follow-ing the war be estabUshed hi_elf as
one 01' the lIClet prolific at all p... lp w-ritere,
producing eOIllll 77 booke and '300 litorle... Tho...gh
beet known as a my.tery writer, ptlrtlc... larly for
hlli Travis xeGee novels, be also wrote a number of
SF .torieli and at least three SF novels. The be6t
of hlli lictence ticion is collected in Otber Ti1lles,
otber VorJds <l976l.

lIic;:b.ard Yl180Il, Bebula A_rd winnillg a ... thor. died
of cancer on 29 Karch, aged 87. A long tllDe fan,



he wa. a _lIber of the F... turlan. durin! the l ..te
30'. ..nd early 40'.. Hi. Ur.t .hort .tory,
'Jlurd.r froll Jlars', ..ppe..red in Astonlsblng in
1940. A .te..dy streall of .tori.. follo_d,
iacludins three aovel. bet_.a 1~5 and l~O,

sea.rally ..urlcal ..nd h.....ro..... In the novel Tb.
Gtrls :troll PlaDet FtVfl, for la.t .. ace, Tell4s 1. the
oaly .tat. ln A_rlca not to have f .. llea to a
IMtrl .. rchy. then they face .a .lien lnv••ton, by
wo_a. Hi. later storie. pre..rved t.h. h ... .::.ur, but
.. 1.0 exhibited a gro..lns ..rio....a.ss and
.en.iUvity. c ... lll1naUng In the seat Ie t..le of the
.nd of the world•• Jlother to t.he World', which won
the ••bul .. a. the best novelette at 1968.

Iljl.r JakobB80n. for_r .dltor at Galaxy ..nd If,
i. rI5port.d to hava dl.d ...rly ta 1986, tho... gh
h.r...r. ao details of dat. or c........ !l<lrn in
Finl ..nd, h. ..lII1gr.. ted to A_ric.. tn 192e aad
bec.. _ an adltor pulp IIIlga:zia•• durlng the 1930•.
At various t.iaes h. workad on Super Sel.DC.
Storle., .. nd AstonisblnK Storie•• • nd la 1969 ha
succ••d.d Frederlk Pohl as edUor of Galaxy and If
wh.n th. t.itlss _re .old to Unlv.rsal Publ1shlng.
In 1973 h. h.. nded ov.r the retas of If to Jl_
Ba.n, ..nd in 1974 Baen al.o took ov.r G"'l"'xy.
Jakoba.on r.Ur.d shortly aft.r. Ha "a. 7'5 ",t. the
U_ of his daath.

Polly Fr.as ife of ....rd ..Inning arUst Fr.. nk
X.lly Fr di.d at canc.r on 24 January. I. long
t1_ t .. n••he aet X.lly Fr.a. at an SF club
••Ung in 1949 and IIIlrrl.d hi .. in 1952••he ..a.
hi. only .::.d.l for n.arly 20 year•.

Bea ..haff.y, who was variou.ly .dltor and
aanaglne; .ditor of the IIIlga:Zln. Otber lforlds
bat_en 1949 ..nd 1956, di.d Of .~hy.eIM on 2e
Xarch. aged 60.

Th. hle;ge.t news In publ1.hlng at the lIO..nt i.
that 10lCATIlA' CAPE, CHATTO a WI.DUS. and THE
BODLEY HEAD have bean tak.n ov.r by AlIlerican
publl.h.r. RAIlDOX HOUSE. Gr.ha. C. Greene th.
cbalrllllln of the elllbat.tl.d publlshing group who••
!1n"'ncial vi".bl11ty has be.n .erlou.ly questIoned
r.c.ntly. wlll joln tb. board of R..ndoll House, as
wlll the Cape chalrman To. Jla&Chl.r.

All thre. publishing hou... have bro...ght out
occa.lonal .ci.nce fiction and fantasy title•.
Cape autbor. lncl ...de Christopher Prieat and Doris
Le_lng. whUe Cbatto Includ.s Lucius Sheperd and
TI. Powers on Its Ilst, and Garry Iliworth's nOn­
SF nov. 1. ar. publ1shed by Bodl.y H.ed. It. t.
obviou.ly t.oo .oon to predict ho.. thl. "Ill aff.ct.
the pl .. ns of t.he thre. publ1.h.r., t.bo"'Sh One
dir.ctor of bndoD Ho...... has alr.ady .t.re.sed the
contlnuing edit.orial lnd.pend.nce of .ach outttt.

Th. tall.-ov.r co_.. as t.be culDln..tlon of IKlntha
of sarlou. fln..nclal ..nd crellt.lve probl._ for t.b.
Sroup...nd tor C..pe in pertlcul ..r. Th... probl._
Urst beCII_ p<.lblic ..h.n Liz Cald..r. On. of Cape's
_t .ucc••sful .dltors, l.ft to fo... nd BLOOJtSBURT
FUBLISHt.G. There ....15 speculaUon at th. tl_ that
.... ny ot tha authors sh. workI5d with would l.ava
c",pe lifter thllt. and ind••d Brian .I.1dl_ a.an!
oth.r. dld leav.. golng to GOLLA.CZ: by ....y of
KEROSllfA. Things c .._ to • h.ad. ho_v.r, ..b.n
Gr.ha. Gr..n.. p ... blicly danounc.d hi. n.ph.w,
Graballl C. Or.ene, and tbreat.n.d to IIOve to
anot.her pUblisber unl ••• 'n.c•••ary cbanges ln
admlnl.tratlon' _re IIIld•. Slnc. tb. Cap.. list ln
particular contains 110_ gf tbe lDOst accl"'ll1led and
re.pect.d of contemporary author., It rellllins to
be ••• n wbat effect tbe Random House take-alter
will have .

VIRAGO, wbo were a _lIber of the Cape, ChattO,
Bodl.y H.ad group, .scaped th. talr..-over by _y of
a last alnute _n.g.aent. buy-out. Thia l.av••
Virago •• On. of the v.ry f... indapendent
publi.hlnl! houses r.matnlng in London.

Th. Randoe Hou_ t.a.k.-ov.r 1. ju.t tbe lat.••t. In a
.trlng of tr..ns.atlantlc publl.h1nS manoeuvr••.
La.t y.ar PEIOUI. took over YlXl.O and 'EW
AKERICA. LIBRARY, and on th. la.t day of l ...t y.ar
the .ucca••ful Aaeric.n SF publi.hlng hou.. TOR
..... bo...ght by ST KARTI.' S PRESS, a .ubsidl.ry of
IUCXILLA. (UK). J1ean..bU. BA'TAX and SIKO. A'D
SCHUSTER b.... botb •• t up operaUons in thl.
country. The Banta.. li.t., and th. appoint_nt at
D.,.. id Prtn.e;l. a. SF conault..nt for Si.::.n and
Schu.t.r, could _an th.t th. l ....dlat. eff.ct. of
all the•• chang.s will be a bonanza for .cl.nc.
flctlon fan•.

X.anwhUe 2upert Xurdoeh took over HARPER a ROW
r.c.ntly for S300 IIUlion. and n.... is ju.t In
t.hat hi. old rival Robert "~ll ha. launched a
$2 bUlion t ..keov.r bld for HARCOURT, BRACE,
JOVA.OVITCH. How thl. i. llk.ly to aff.ct the
publl.blng world in gan.rlll, or .cienca Uct.lon In
pertlc... lar 1. unclear. HBJ _re rasponsibl. for
tb••hort-l1ved lOVE Illljlrlnt. ..hich Included the
Ilarla.l> 1I11ison DillCO'7tlry Sari.e.

UJYI. HYJIA. hav. fln.lly annouac.d 'that 'th.ir
Unicorn fantasy i.prlnt and Orton SF ieprint have
be.n ax.d. Tha Orton IlIprlnt has Only be.n in
.xl.t.nc. for a y.ar, but .. 11 fant••y and SF ..ill
nOW be publt.had ... nd.r t.b. e;.n.ral O'nvln i.prlnt.
It i. boped t.hat. t.he n.W arrall6._nt ..111 allow
tha. to broaden tha scope of the work th.y will be
publl.hlng. and .dit.or Ja_ JollDaon 1& working brd
to ••pand t.h.ir lIat. I.. r.port..d in the laat
1••u. of b'lrix, their lat.••t ..cq... iaitlon i& Garry
Klh.orth. In Septa.ber Ul"YU will be publ1shlDt;
the paperbaek of n._'lre of Tiaeaa1'lba, and th.y
have al.o bought the pllperhacll: ril!ht. t.o sa.blrda
of Paill. a. _11 a. hi. n." nov.l Clovdrock. Jan.
JohnSOn furthar r.port. that .h. ia .tl11 ·on the
look out for a higb-flier.·

HEADLIlIE, the new publl.blng bo..... which h... Jo
Fletcher as 1t.1i> advl ••r on SF ..nd tant.asy, ha.
fln .. lly announced it...utUIl1\ 1I.t. Tlt.l.s includ.,
n. Po_r - l ..n VetDQn. Tbe Folk of t-be .. tr ­
P.ter e..gl., SlaadolO& IJ - ed.. Charles L. Gr.nt,
Tbe Porest ~tD.jJ - C. Bd-.rd8, nJo "'de Stevt.
Cr7-? - JUehael Billlhop (with 111 ...strations by
J.K.Potterl, Tb. Tl_k_per Coru>plracy - 5i~n

Hawk., Soulstar- - Chat VIlU.II&OD. Drlu8bt.r of
'lb. s.ar IlD.jJ - BI ...llOr A.raaaoD and s.t_.. tbe
Strok•• of It8bt - Charl_ Sbaftt.ld.

ORBIT ar. planning a bill pro.ation
with tb. Vorldeon. In.t••d at tb.lr u.ual t.hr••
tltl•• a ..:lutb. th.ir lI.t for Augu.t includ••
ui n. book., Star R.bel - P .•. Buaby, ....D of TotO
librlds - Pr..... .. Brian l&erbert., n.. BIlls - P.... l
Kirch_r. 1be~ "8'trolMlut. - Bob Sha", ne
Pl._t 0.. 'lb. Tabl. - Ki. 5ta.l.y Roblason,
Dro.....tJd. - 5ydDey J. ....D. SCyoc:. bl8bt Jb__ ­
Valt.r Jolul Villt ...... SOld~.r of tbe JUtrt - GeD..
Volt••nd Tba Orbtt PDa"'t.r liIlook.

ARROW Tbe UDltkely 0zJ.~ - "ry Bro_, Tb. Stl_r
rort.z anC: GuartHII.,s of 'lb", Tall StOD"'S - JIoyra
Cald.cott, God Ga.- - Andr•••. Greeley, Spe",kJat/
of DillOGiluT& - Philip B. High, Tbe Quest for &liDt
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c:..ber - bt.berl_ Kurt.'lI:. Delu.1CHI'. "n.r .Dd
'lght'~ ..'St.r - T.Dlt.h Le-.

BANTUI "'st..r of tbe Sldb.. - KeDDet.h C. PIIDt.,
&rlllbalJd of leet Tl_ - Rlcbrd. Gr.Dt..

CHATTO I'lretiOrft .Dd LQ_ - .&.IJ.p1. Cart.r, 7lIoe
.sz.ar. of ~IJ - P~l. s.rpat..

CORGI Tb.. 'brd.-ttb eDd tJte r.a1'lJV1.Id - BuSh CooII,
qu..ell of the LlgbtlllD8 aDd Gboet 111 t.be SUIl.Ilgbt ­
Eat.hleaD Herbert, &.pe aa..Q6II1"liI - JaD.llltar
Robereoll., Tha r.la of Gl.ss - Judlt.h T.rr.

FOIIT.nA Tbe .1116 of ~11.1re - SU_n De:rtar, T.be
Propbet of z...-tb - Robert. Don BuSua.

FUTURA SDu.I-B.at.r - Da... Brooll:.lDa, t'lllterafDd­
lIar..lD bye • P•.rke GodviD, pool'. 6lJa - P.t.rlcla
klll11lp, 1_g1_rr LaIJdl< - ad. RoblD kUnia)',
Sll rgl.66 - 1.P.Rl ..1I111. To. O'BedJ•• - Robert
SII rberS. A1J Jucra-_at Fled - Jaaa& ¥hIt•.

OOLLAIICZ TlHr Gol1.a,../SUlldar Tl_a SP eo.pttltloa
Storie., ~ ~ 011 rour Gr.... - JCMlII .&IJrell., Tbe
1'.11 of U .. F.-Jl1_ - Phtl1tp "lUI, n. ug.cr of
Beorot - Lerry al ...II, .larry PourDelle ., &te"'D
Bar__, St.r of G~les - Robert. Stl ...rbers,
I1eglra - Gres Bear, blgel rltb t.be Sword ­
C. J. Curryh, J'lHt otb..r Sld. of tlJe Skr - Arthur C.
Clarka, IUsslDD of Gr.dtr - Bal Cia_lit, Ire
""'D8 th.. BJ Illd - Robert. Boldatocll, Jll~7$ for
AJlJ8rIlOIl - Da1l1el Ileye., lfltcb rorJd .Dd reb Of
tb.. rltcb rorJd - .&1ldre aortoll, Ilgbt r.lk - Bob
Shaw, Tb....-" of Tl_ - Robert S11 ..erbers, TJNp
JI.c.le_ "II - Jack " __aca.

OR"FTO' IlfIpJ.? - hll Grl~, The ~1 t.raet..
"l~_ - t_ac "1~.., CoJd Prlllt - Ra._)'
ea..pblll, ror. - Sl.,n Iall Childers, Radlo ~
~lbe... tb - Pbtltp Il. Dtck, Tb. SVord05 of Coru. ­
Rtcbael JIoorcoclI:, DlllDer lilt De..l.lJt''S Pal.c...Dd
n .. Dr.orl.ZllJ of tbe LIIIrk - Tl_ Po_n;, GT'fHID Bres ­
Luclua Shepard. F.de c..t - Patrick Tilley, Tbe
SeveD ..Jt.rs of DtJE;4rr. - LaWT.1lCtI V.tt-B...IIS.

OREE'HILL ..'Ster of bls P.t .. - J."clarell Cobbell.
Tbe Bllad Spot - J.u&t1a Hall • Bo_r Boa Flint.
HEIfiJU. Dlrk Gellt1?'. Holistic DetectJ_ AlJ81JC? ­
DolIsla. Ad.a...

KEROSI)fA Gr.lIlD.. • nd A H..roll C.ugbt JJD reed_ ­
1l.1tb RobertG.

IUCOO'ALD Tbe lire& of tbe Dr-sa1J - St.phen 1l1D3,
...."..,l.Dce SbJp - Ja_& ¥hI te.

Il:ETHUE. Tbe SbJft rer - Jobn Brvn1lar,
PbotDtfT.pb - Cl1!:1"ord D. 6t-.ll.

XORRtOAJI De.tb.lra& - ".V.J.tar.

ll'E\l ENGLiSH LIBRARY Tbe M8glc Cottlll6ll
H.rbert, a-tlrpDC8 - Da..td :R. P.l_r.

ORCHARD Tbe Der-hr - .&.An Bal...

PAil Tbe o.c.l_rs - Altrad a..ter,
!faltlJl,S" - Yoad.a kInt.yre.

PAPER TIGER .lr~c at Ue Bad of Tl_ - Ktcha.l
JIoorcoclll <tllu•. RodIle)' ..tth._).

PICADOR casUe of Crossed De5tJII1 ..5 - It.alo
C41'l'lao.

TlIe .Bocti" of l_glaar? BellllJ5 - Jorsa lui.
Borsae, Tbe lfaaderer - Frlt.z Letber, IJtetiOrld­
lelt.h Robert.., !far of tll.. Ttd~ - "ra:arat V.t••
Trac)' Blc~n, .n Like Gods - H.O."'.ll •.

PUFFIII Cldlc1rs'JD of IIorro... - B.•. BOO'I'&r, Hlgb Deeds
of PIIlJD "c Cool - R06e_r1 Butcll!:!:.

SEVER. HOUSE Gabriel - Lt-. Tut.tl •.

SPHERE M8g1cl.JD'. 1.4l ...: T• .l_ of tlJe Bard - Ktebael
Scot.t. Jroa ....t.r - Patrlell Ttll.)'. Jlcort _
Peter Tr._yua.

UJ'YI. Tbe J::Irw.-. r.ll - Graha_ Du1l8tall "rtll1, Tbe
HIgb rJZlg8 - .10)' Cbant... Stor. of YllllJ'B - •• .loba
Il&rrtsoa, 7be S'b_r Tree .Dd Tbe If.aderlZl6 Plre _
0,,)' e>.vrl.1 by.

voe.' S PRlISS The llIea.tlfr - "rsa~t Blphlll8t.oae,
roa.D OD tbe J1d.ge of TJ_ - liarS- Piercy, Star
Rld..r - Dort. Pl_rchla, .. Door lilto OC....n - 1011D
Sl01loCZ."".It.1.

IIa.ry VlI.1tebou_ b.. call.d tor Duas-o", .ad
DrqaIlS t.o be baDn.d.

Til.. cl ••n-up TV c ••paI8n.r .nd h••d ot til.•••t­
lon.l Vt • .,.r& .Dd Ltat.n.ra A55ocl.tloD, IIl!lde b.r
c.ll on 2e Kay. Sb. clat_d th.t D&D b•• ao t.r
c.u&ed til.. de.tb& at 90 ta.nager. In tble country.
Sb. says tb.y hava eo-.1tt.d sulcld. bec.U&. tb.y
bav. beco_ t.oo caugbt up In til.. 8a_.

Fanta5Y ga_& .r...ld to be bebtDd • _rl.5 at
bollb1Dg& In America.

Two students of Hudaonville High SCbool. Xlchlg.n,
.,.r. cb.rg.d On 9tb Karcb "'ttb c.u.tng •••rl.~ of
e'll:ploslon. tD the are•. HudsODVlll. POl tee Cbt.t
Richard Honholt. ..td the t.anager&. Joel Gr•• (17)

.ad 1.ffray Schlll.1dt (18). _r. tans ot DuD3eolUi
aDd Draso..., horror "'1'1•• , aad wbat h. d.ac:rlbed
•• "blood cult.... Hgllholt .d.d.d t.bat. he .u.pectad
"tba•• type of things _r. tba .,tlv.tloa" behtnd
til.. bOlll)lnse of lI. t.lapbgn. boot II. In dO"'l1to"'l1
Hudsonvl11••nd • wooden ttck.t ofUc. ne.r tbelr
-cbool. Io-ona .... burt In the explo.lons.

Scbmld.t .nd Or•• _r. arralgDed on t""O count. of
placing .xplostve...ltb d......g. r ••ult.lnS' Tbe
cb.rS". carry a _xl-..11 peD.lt.y of 2!l y••r. 111
prleon.

Til.. ca•• h.s giv.n .uccour to vartoue "lICIr.l
sajorlty" sroups tn A_rtc., "'bleb bave !)ean
callpalgnlDg .g.ln.t "'b.t tbay ••e a. t.he
"pernlclou." intluanc. ot t.Dt••y .dventur. g._•
• nd comIc books.

Brlt.ln'. tlrst 3-D cl__ opened .t EaGter.

&lpercl__ 3~D 1. a D.'" attract ton at til..
Fl.mbard. Tbe_ P.rk ID CorD",.ll. It amploy••t.te­
ot-tbe-.rt t.chnology, .,ttb 70l1li pr.ojactlcn .Dd
alx-cb.nnal ster.o .ound. Tb.r••r. no ••• t&; tn
t.h. auditorium, •• tbe !lO' 10Dg by 40' blgb .cre.D
la wraparound. .Dd vl._rs bv. to _ar tbe
fall111.r r.d .nd gr.en Sl......

At tbe lKJ_nt the progr._ on otter CODslst. of a
t._lv••tDUt. coapil.tion, tncludtDg a roll.r
coaster rtd., gyan.aste, • blgh-.pe.d c.r ch••• and
• tour of a b.unt.d bou••.

Inlt.t.l r ••ctton b.s be.n good, .nd tba ownere
bope to pr.sent long.r fa.ture. In future.
Al though ••U ns audtenc.. to .t.nd, and the
dl.l1ll:. _t people bav. of _arlng til.. gl.....
tor 1011l!l parlod., .r. ObvlOU. l1alttDS factor•.

Fla.bard. _y tb.y .re .lre.dy looktng to tbe Dex't
S.nar.tlon of 'tbr••-dt_nstoD.l ctD..... , ba.ed on
!:lolography, .,bleh ""Ould have tbe .dv.nt.s•• of
11.1gb reSlolutlcn I_S.& .nd no need tor gl•••••.
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Brlt.ln b•• lQ&t out to Fr.nee In Its bid to
provlds th. flrst DIlIIlHlylaJld outsld. tb. USA.

I.ft.r 16 .:lntb. of n.gotlatlons >I1tb the Fr.och
80v.ro_nt, Val t Disney Productions slgn.d •
contract In lat. IIarch to buUd Europe's hlgge.t
thelDe park 20 alles .a.t of Pari. at Karn.-la­
Vallee. Th. proj.ct will coat Ll.2!l bUlion aod
provld. 20, 000 jo~. It 1•••pectad to be flnl.h.d
111. 1992. Disn.y .sU_t.s 10 sU110n people a ,..ar
..111 vl.1t the attractloo. A_rlcan COllpanl•• ,
Including Dl.ney, ..111 have • 40" sbar. Ill. the
construction consortlulI. ..i th Europeao lnt.re.t.
holding tb. re_inlng 60'1.. Tb. deal InClude. the
elftenston of eltl.tlng roed .nd rail s,.t._ to
..rvlc. th. ne" DIsn.,land, which should open at
about th. sa_ Ume the Chann.l tunnel 1.
flnl,.h.d. Tbe projact is tb. r.sult of a three­
yaar saarch by Disney tor a sultabl. location in
Burope. Several plac•• In Bngland. _r. coo.ld.r.d,
and at one tl_ Barc.lona waa a s"rlou. cont.nd.r.
Freoch will be the ofticial lanS1Ja8. all. tb. site
and all. ar.a wll1 be provld.d tor an elthibition ot
Fr.nch cultural achiev._nts. Tbe ..le 'ot alcohol
Is torbidd.n at th. Dlsn.y parks In C.litornla and
Floride, but it looks as thou8h a cooc.aalon will
be _de ill. this dlr.ctlon too, with Prench wtnea
being _de available.

O.or8. Luca,.' lnoovaUve Star Tours space t11ght
rid" open.d at Dll11neyland in January to prals.
from v.t.ran astronaut o.ke Slayton. Sl.yton .ald;
-It wa. a_zlngly 11k. the real thing. If I bad all.
.j.ction bandle wh.n _ atarted to !O down, 1
tblnk 1 would have pull.d it.-

Luc.. pr.dlcts that bla attraction Is tb.
tor...unner of • .,.n .:lr••laborate rid•• to co_.
-The pro.pects are .,.ry .lfcitlng," h. atat••. -Tb.
t.cbnolo!y 1. ju.t about developed to bring .0_
at tb••ffect. on thl. rid. to full-.lz. IIOvl.
th.at ..... • Star rourli, cr"ated by Luca.'
Indu~ar1lll1 Light and Kaglc COllpany, In a••oclaUon
with th. Dlsn"y I_81n."rs Depart_nt, carrie. 40
rid.... on a trip through the heav.ns on a -:lCk
spac".blp. Th" craft lts"lf IIOve. troll .ld. to
.lde and tb... .:l__nts, coupl.d with fll_d
l_ges projected all. lnt.rlor -.cr."n., 81.,•• a .,.ry
reali.tic i.-pre_lon of actually rac1na tbrou8b
space. It 1. already th. top attraction at tbe
CalUornla lel.ure park.

Par.nts and consu_r groups 1n A_rica are
troubled by the lat.st big IIOn.y-splnn.r for toy
_nufactur.r.: lnteractl". to,...

The leading toy _k.rs in tb. Stat•• sponsor •
whol....ri•• of Children'. TV .bows, wbicb ar.
r"ally nothing IKlr. than glorlt1t1d puff. for th"lr
product.. .ow, new t"chnology bas el2&bled th•• to
link tb" t ..... Ill. wbat they hope will be a v.ry
profltahl. way. Int.ractlve toy., sucb •• Katt"l'.
Captain Po_r and the Seldlartl of tbe Puture and
Axlon'. Tech Porca, are act1 ...at"d by .ubllilinal
signal. carried In the cartoon progra_. both on
a1r and via v1d,,0 ca••ett••. Th. toy., whtch IIOve
ln r ....pon.. to th••" .lgnal., are not cb"ap - th.
C.ptaln Po_r coapon.nts add up to IIOre t~n SlOO,
and Tecb Po~ co.t. around s2!50. Oppon.nt. of th.
n.w toy. obj.ct all. two 8round•. Firat, tbey are
worrl.d that .uch prlc.y product. wt11 creat" two
cia"••• of cbl1dren - tbo.. whose par.nta Can
afford th.II, and thoae who can't. Second, they are
con-:.erned about the po.slble .ff.et. on chl1dr.n'.
l_g1natlon. of toy" that r ••pond to tele ... l.1011
• lgnala In.t.ad of the children tb•••lv..... Tbe
Amerlcan toy 1nduatry achl.v.d r"tal1 .al•• of
IKlre than S12 billicn last y.ar.

Aaerlcan 'anti-cult' groupa have expr....d feara
that L. 20n Hubbard'a JUSSJOII Bar-tb ••rl •• of t.n
-.clenc. ftct:1on nov.l. _y add S10 a.tllion to

Scl.ntology'. inco_ thl. y.ar. Ill. a deal .iglled
by Hubbard .bortl, before hi. d.ath, Scl.ntology
was 1I01llnat.d as th. _ill. beneficiary Of royaltl ••
fro. th" s.rl••.

lh. novels, altbough g.n.rally poorly r.cal.,.d by
critic., appear to be •• lling _11. wltb .dltlon,.
now available Ill. 41 countrl••. lhi. _y ha.,. much
to do with a _lislv. ad.,erU.ll1g campa.lgn by
publi.har,. BRIDGE and .EY ERA. A .pok.s_n for the
Loa An8.1e. cOllpany who handle Huhbard's literary
affalra _ld ·Ye ~.,. a v.ry hot property.·

h. tbe 60s • High COurt judge branded the Church
of 5clentol08" ·corrupt, i1lllClral and da~erou•. -

Tbe trIal Of Jon LaDd.llll and flva others for the
deatb. of "Ie: JIorrow and t..... ch11dren durl ng
filain! of Th TW1JJ6bt :eo- IIOvl. continue. Ill.
Los Ang.lea. 1157 people have been aubpotlna"d as
wltn....s by tb. prosecutioll but one, co-.secutiv.
producer Pr.aJi: I&aratr.a.ll, ."e_ to have e"aded hl.
le8al obligation to t ••tlfy.

It 1. etandard practice In La. Allgel •• to _nd
suhpotlna. through the _II, with r.clplent.
telephoning In to acknowledge tbey have be.n
•• rvad. Ho_ver, according to Gerald Loeb, S.nl0
Inv••Ugator for the LA Diatrlct Attorn.y'.
Offlc., -80_ people .quawk.d-. A.:lng th••e wa. I!I.

_n wbo _naged to ....old th" DA'. otflce for
..veral .:lntbs, but _. e.,.ntually torced to
accept tbe order under threat Of arr.st. About
balf tho.. _rved _r. actually c.lled to te.tify.
But Karaball r.fu..d. to co-operate In any way, alld
aa the docu_nt requlrin8 hili to 81.,e evidence had
to be ••rved all US aol1, he ha••1.-ply .pent IIOst
of tb. tl_ .ince th. tragedy in Europe. La.t
Augu.t, US authorltl.s dlac:overed that Kar.ball
was .taylng at the St Ja_1II Hot.l In London. Ill. an
.laborate plan to ••rv. the paper., Sgt Tall Budd
of the La. An8el.s County Sherriff'S Depart_nt
>laa di.patcbed to confront hi.. lb. Id•• wa. to
lure Karshall Into tbe A_rlctln Ellba••y ill.
Grosvellor Square. But wbell ellba_y oftlclal•••k.d
hill to call Ill. and di-.cu•• all. un.peclfied _tter
h. got wind of th" plot and tIed to Pari•. Tbere
ha. be.n .peculatlon that Ilar.ball wa. so
d..terained to a.,old appearing beceu.. bl. eVidence
.....uld have been detrl_nta1 to tha defendant •.

lh. LA Dllitrlct Attorn.y'. offtce h•• no plan. to
tak" the IIIII.tt.r further. - That'. It,· _y. Loeb,
-he'. evaded. ..rv1ce.- Aak.d If It was COlllllOn for
people to e.cape thl. way, Loeb .tated, • It you
bave IIOney, It'. COmIICI!l."

I. _cabre d"tall concerning tbe pirate video of
Elvia Presley'. autopsy, whlcb __ntloned last
1••ue, bas co_ to light. It ..._ th. video had a
au.lc .oulldtrack, con.taUng at Elvl.· singing
Yooden Heart.

Th" flll1 v"r.ton of .1.G. Ballard'. llIttpJre of tbe
&la - curr.ntl, belog abot Ill. Tr.bujan.a, Spatn ­
baa run Into trouble with local union official•.
Tbay ba.,. fll.d charge. of dlac:rla1n.ator, hiring
agalll.t dlr.ctor ste_1I Sptelber!'. production
co-.pany. lba union cla1_ th. cOllpany III bia.ed Ill.
lte policy of .eeklng to e.-ploy only -tb. la_,
dlaahl.d and Orl.ntal.- aa .xtra., at th••spens•
of a large pool of un.mploy.d In th. region.
Yarn.r Bro••ays 300 .xtra. will be requlr.d for
th. fl11l, ••t In a Japane.. prl.oner of war camp
during tbe Second Yorld Var.

An... fant••y-orl.nted .ltCOII, Tbe C1I.IIra1~,

currently be1na aired by 1.8C in I._rica.
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11. John Cabal/O&:wald Cabal
12. Tho..... Jerome ••vton
13. Zed
14. The Glll Man
l~. Andy Rusch
10. Flrelllll.n Xontag
17. HAL 9000
HI. Bl11y PllgrlI1
lli1. Charles Porbln
20. Roy I.ary

incarnatlons. Inclvdlng a Radl0 Luxembovrg
prograllUlE, .ev.ral nov.11catlons, and a generally
unsuccesstul revival In 2000 U. A tl1m verslon
was annovnc.d a fe'" yearli ago but came to nothlng.
Ho_v.r the holders of tb. tUIi rights, DrIlI.n Dare
Ltd, have rec.ntly Indlcated that they are looking
Into the po&:&i bl11 ty of a TV ••rl ....

If further proof were ne.ded that SF illlll.gery sells
the Kanpo_r Servlc.s Co-.1ss10n 110 currently
rvnn1ng a newspaper campalgn vtUi61ng stUls frollO
the llil50 UlllO ForbtddeD PIa.aet. Featvrlng Robby
the Robot, the Id.a i. to draw att.ntion to tbe
XSC's Hlgh Technology Tralnlng SCheme.

A compl.t. tape of The Vorld in Peril, the last of
thr.e Jet JIorg..n radl0 adventur•• tro.. the 50.,
ha&: be.n tovnd In a BBC bas._nt. Once thovght to
have been lost for goo<1, the taP"' 115 probably the
only existing r.cordlng of the ••rial. The JourlJer
I.ato SplIce trl10gy, written by Charles Chllton.
'oIas broadcast between 1953-'5'5 and was enor:lllOvllly
popvlar at the time. The three segments - JourDer
Into SplIce, Tbe Red PlaDet and The ¥crld in Perfl
- were later tvrned Into novellsatlonlIS by Chilton.
The total at 'Sol ep1.od.s t.atvr.d the ..dv.ntvr••
of ac. pUot 'J.t' Xorgan and his crew Lemmy
Barnet, Steve Mitchell and Dr Matthews.

At the tlme of wrltlng the BBC have no ll1111edlate
plan. to broadcast the c.rlal.

Iow, for yovr chance to have another go at w1nnlng
that L'S book token, here is the'

This IIOnth .... turn to tl1_. Below are the namas
of 20 charact.r. tram tamev. SP tl1tl& <I apologl&:e
for the poor shOWing ot wolll8n: SF tiltl& seem to be
even JIlOre s.xl&:t than SF 11terature). For each on.
I would llke you to glve ... the tltle ot the film
in which the character t"lret appeared <it more
than ODe), the date at the Ulm, and the na ... of
the .etor/actr•••. On. point each tor tltle and
date, two tor the actor/actr.ss. The entrant with
the lIOet points wlns.

Send all entrl ... , by the n.xt _illng deadline
please, to (lUll.. addreGG); Ellzabeth Sovrbvt, 31
BarUeld Road, Xvncllstergate, York Y03 lilA ...

1. Han Salo
2. Xorblus
3. Rot_ng
4. XUes Bennell
'S. Ilia
O. Plnback
7. Dovld K.ssl.r
8. Frau Blucher
liI. Klaatv
10. Dr. Yllo

I apellogls••11ghtly for )fo. 15; It 1&, ot cour.e,
a tran"'latlon, and oth.r edltlon", ditfer trom m1ne
In werdlng. but of Cel"r... you .. 11 r.all ••d that,
d1dn't yov?

The prograllDe 11i the latest add1tion to a plethora
of SF and fantasy TV lihows 1nclvdlng stlllr_n, the
ne'" Tw:1116ht ZODS and .l.LP. The conc.pt i ••11111ar
to that used In stlllr Trek IV, ".h.r. the fvn i.
derlv.d troll havlng the Enterprise crew vlslt
present-day San Franclaco. The switch in The
CbarmDlJ& Is that the principal charact.r& are
from the past. Prince Charming (Chriartopher Rich)
and Sno". lib I te (Cal tllt1 O' BeaDe,) have &:lept for a
thov ...nd y.ars ... the r.livlt ot a cvrlie placed on
thelll by evll Qve.n L111ian (Judy Parfitt). They
awake In 1987 snd :lIIOst ot the hUlIOvr I&: built
around the way the Innoc.nts r ...ct to contempOrary
A_rica. Prlnce Charmlng dons armour and rldes to
job Int.rvle_ on hl. white stall10n, thelr mirror
mlrror on the wall (the volc. ot P.ul Wintield)
spendlIS .. 11 day watchlng Tbe Price is Rigllt, and .0
on. Xost critic&: lie.m un1l1press.d, with such
COmD*ntli as ~ ••iDIDe·, ~f.eble- and ~ .. &:tupld,
well-worn Idea- being bandl.d abovt. As yet, there
are no plans to ,;;how Tbe Cb4lT-'1lB"" In Britaln.

DrIlI.n DrIlI.re and hls sldeklck Dlgby have be.o
recrvited by JlobU 011.

By Ellzab.th Sovrbvt

By the ti_ thl. app.arli, two TV advert1s....nts
f"atvring the PUot of the Fvt"r••hovld be •
familiar sight on Brlttsh .cr".oo;. Th. campalgo
was conc.ived by adv.rtlslng ag.ncy La_II.
So_rd, Sp1nk. Ila.rshall and ls targ.tted at the
35-45 age group. The ad.. are d.slgn.d to hlghllght
the MobU corpor.t. illlll.g. It1 g.neral and thelr
unl.aded petrol .nd .ynthetlc oUs In particular.
Descrlbed as h..ving ~an .lement of the tongve-in­
ch.ekM

, the cOllJllerclals show Dan and Digby having
trovble with thelr spaceshlp and call1ng In to a
XobU garage for help. The prodvcers h.v. gone to
a lot of trouble in recreating an avth.ntiC look
In the ads, with the openlng shot r.s.mbllng the
first panel of the old .trlps.

Hello, .nd _lco... once again to the BSFA
convndrvm. The XlJtrix Olil Puzzle drew IIOre .ntri.1i
than of my prevlovs etfort&:. no f._r than 37. bvt
that Btl1l leaves abovt 903 ot yov who ..r ...lssing
ovt on the chance ot wlnnlng that L5 book token,
&:0 come on, let'5 hear froID. you. Thank yOIl to
everyone who did .nt.r, and part1cvlarly to all
tho.e who Included .ncouraging not.s. It _ke& ...
feel thi .. job ls r.ally worthwhU.!

There wer. a lot ot v.ry good .ntri.s, bvt no-on.
scor.d fvll _rke. Co_ On yov lot, there mu.t be
IlIQlIl'!one ovt there whO kno_ IIOr. about SF than I
do! Special mentlon goes to the followlng' on 51
pal nt&:, P. T. Ross, Steve Eal.y, S1mon \Ialk.r,
)flcholas Mahoney, Azizvl Mvm.1n, St.ve Xalon., and
Rob Fr•• th "" Xark H.wlett; on 52 i. St.ve Tew; On
'54, Jack St.ph.n, S. C. Hatch, and Val.rle
Hovsden; and tylng tor t1r.t place on '57 point&:
(all stvlD.ped by nO.l1 Incld.ntally) .re, Ala.dair
Xontgomery. Xlchael GOUld, Rog.r Roblnson, K
Mar.land. and John Falr.y. All we can only attord
one prlz. per co.petition, an impartial, non-BSFA
_mber dr.w the wlnning na.. ovt of .. hat. And the
'oIinner ls, Roger Rabim.on. Congratvlatlonel A L5
book token I. on its way to you. May I sugge.t yov
spend It on a copy of &.bold tlle /IkIn?!

The complete an&:_r&: were: 1. Strang.r in a
Str..nge Land - Robert A H.lnl.ln; 2. Th. Clty and
the Stars - Arthur C Clarke; 3. Th. Di.po••••••d ­
Urlivla K L.Gvln; 4. The Ras. - Chari.&: L Harn••• :
5. Il.urolllll.nc.r - Vl11ialll Gibson; O. Inv.rt.d "'orld
- Chrl.topher Prl.st; '7. Clty - Cllttord D Slaall::
8. The Shadow ot the Torturer - G.ne \Io1f.; liI. The
Day of the TrlfUds - John "'yndham; 10. The "'ar of
the \Iorlds - H G Vell&; 11. Behold the Man ­
Xichael Xoorcoc1l:: 12. 1984 - G.orge Or_ll: 13.
Dying In&:ide - Rob.rt Silv.rberg: 14. Flowers for

The 8onzo&, aka Tbe Bonzo Dog Band, aka Tbe Bonzo
Dog Doo Dab Band, bave recently retormed wi tb IIOSt
ot their original line-up. The group who brought
uS Urban Space_n, T.be Hu_noid Boogie, BeifJutiful
Zelda and the beat version of Jl(ollster /IkIs.b, are

Dan Dare, created by cOllOic arti.t Prank BaIlpGOI1, back with a new record called '0 ...tter .-z.o Tau
Hrst appeared in issue one of Ragle in 1950. Vat. For. The Go_rll.a!lnt .l.1_rs Get6 In. And we'll
S1nce tben the character has had varioua know".ho that is by the time this seea pr1nt .................................................................

COJ(f'BTITIO. CO'RIBR Algernon - Daniel Keye.; 15. 20.000 Leagues under
the Sea - JUle. Verne; HI. )(or. Than Hv_n _
Th.odore Stvrg.on; 17. Stand on Zanzlbar - John
Brunn.r: 1IL He1l1conla Spr1ng - Brlan .... Aldle.;
Hil. R1ngwerld - Larry .Iven; 20. Dune - Frank
Herbert.
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Follc.d12lJ tb...""ounce_nt of tb. winner of tb.
first Artbur C. Cl..rke A_rd. I tbougbt _ sbould
look oBIt the t....:l orgoBlnl_tlons wbo boBlv. Jollied w/tb
tbe BSFA In rUllnl12lJ tbls prize. Ve st.rt w/tb oBIn
.rtlcl••bout tb. SCI.nce Fiction Pcund.tlon...nd
... '11 be following up next las",e with o"e on tbe
Intern.t/on.l SCI.nce Polley FO"'DdoBlt/on,

\fUt. t.he SCieDCe Plction Poundation i. all about

by Ed..ard Ia_. (Editor of Pound.tlolI)

Th. Sci.nce Flctlotl Po",ndatlon (hanc.forth. SPP)
began It. birth-pang. In 1970. tb. ald..lfe being
Georg. Hay. on.-Ulle .f wrlt.r and. anthologl••r.
and (to thl. day) full-tIIIe "n of ld•••.
Il1s<;ussion••.c>fl3 wrlt.r••uch a. Ia•• Bll.h .nd.
Jobn Brunn.r along tbe ll"e.: -Vould.,,'t It. be nic.
if tber. "a. an Institution d.avot.d. to tb••tudy
and teacbIng ot .t?- _I". transforlled. Into action.
S"'cb an in.t.it.ution n••d.ed a baSCl aad univ.r.iti••".1". unlik.ly to provide on.; polyt..chll.ics, bo..­
aver, were r.latively n... , .c>r. fl.xible, all.d IIDre
aag.r to aepous. subj.ct. t.hat could. ba se.1l. a.
'r.1Clvant'. Gaorge H.y paor.u.ded O.ors. Bro.ll..n.
Dir.ctor ot tba Borth E.st Lond.on Polyt.cbnic
(.ELP>. tbat .f was Ind..ed relevant: as Brosnan
wrota In 1972. -tb. iaportanc. ot s<;i.nce !1cUon
i. tbe fr.etng of tbe a1nd tbat occur• • nd ..hich
114ke. nany of Its readers IIDr...1111118 to changa.-

A .illl.11ar id.a _s .xpr.ssed.. In rat bar .c>re
apoc.lyptic t.rlDS, by Oaorge Hay hi_elf in hiS
.rUcle -Vb.t the Seience Plctlon Found.atlon Ougbt
to be About-, tn volulle !5 of tha SFP's own
jo",rnal, FoundatlorJ. In 1974. -In a Ca.sarlet ..ark
s",cb a$ o",rs, on. increa.ingly t.lling undar tb.
influence of int.ll.ctual and. political tbugs, it
1. inevltabla that incr.a••d. reapon.ibillty _.t
accrua t.o any body in.l.tIng that futurCl••xi.t.
or can ba cr••t.d. By it. vary t.r_ of .xIstanc••
tb. Foundation Iso to act as a cOlalllUnlcatlon
cbannClI for ..hat Is undoubt.dly the Im.t r ••pon­
sibl. lit.rary genr. .tlll .urvI .. Ing.- Vben
A_rlcan tn.tltutions of hlSbar .d",c.tlon d.Isc.d
to taka notic. of sf. It _. usu.lly brougbt Into
Departments of Engll.h; at nLP. ho_ver. the SFF
.... taken ..tthin the Depart_nt of Appli.d PbIlo­
.nphy (In affact a Departllent of G.n.ral Studla.>.
Tb. SFF wa. tbus solaly for tba lUerary study of
sf; pro.c>tInS .f a. a ..ay of .xpanding tba
borlzons of .11 of U., and lID.t illlJMdtat.ly .tud­
ant. In .cIanca or t.bCl .octal sci.nca. 10 .HLP,
has al ..ay. be.n an elCl_nt of It.s activitIClS.

Tha SFF .... , aDd Is. part. ot JlELP; but It. 15 aleo
partiallyautono.c>us. It ba. alway. bad tba activa
cooperation and assl.tall.ce of st wrIter•. Brunner
.nd BUsb _I". In at It. btrtb; Arthur C Clarka
.sr.ed to be U. Patron (to ba jotll..d by Ursula I
LeOuln a f ... y.ars lat.r); and wrlt.r...ho bave
baen acttv.ly Involvad. .Inca Includa Chrt.topb.r
Prlast, Brian Stabl.ford and tan Vatson. Th. SFP
1. run by a Counctl ..blch _.t. thr.a or fOul"
ti... a yaar, and ..hlcb 1. dr.wn fro. Its ordinary
_ ..bers ..ho are Invit.ed to an AGX oncCl a YClar.
According to the SFP'. const.ltution, ordInary
_lIberlibip 1. r ••trlct.d to: t.ho.a ..bo have
randared not.abl. servlca t.o .. f (a. wri t.r••
crItIcs, t.achar....dItor. or publI.b.rs>. and
_lIbars of tb••t.aff of .ELP. Tba SFF bas baen
lucky to Und. people In varlous dapartllll!nt. at
.ELP ..ho hava bean prapared to support it. and to
off.r practical advIce .nd a.al.tance; tbe
Cbair:lll>n of the SFF Caunctl for sevar.l y.a.r•• for
In.tance. has ba.n Or Joba Radlord. for_I" baad of
tbe dapartllent ot Psychology.

In tbe early y.ars tba SFF "as run on a day-to-day
basis by an Adll1nsot.rator. In 1972 this bClca_ a
full-time job and, a. tha SFF baca_ an estab­
U.bed and acc.ptad part of lfELP. It "as giv.n
a.nIor lect.urer status. P.t..r 'Icholl. beld t.be
post from 1971 t.o 1977 (..b.n be ra.ignad to put.
'tba fInl.bing toucb•• to hie EneyeloplJedliJ of

SCI.nca Fiction>: t.h. _cond Adalnl.trator "as
Kalcols Edwards. fros 1976 to 1960 (.ubs.qu.nt.ly,
of course, becolll.1ng .t edItor. aDd no" director,
at Victor Gollaccz Ltd. > 1a .ddlt.1on. thera bave
baan frOIl tl ... to ti. ot.h.r _.bars of tbe SFP
.tatf: • r.search a ••tstant.. Colla Lest.r; a
r.search tel 10". [lovid Pringla; aad a wrtter In
re.. ldance, Caltn Greenland.

Sadly, tbe contracUon of tb. .nttre bIgber
educatIonal .ysta••Ince 1971il has afI.ctad the SPF
as _11. It. ha••urvived. but. in a IlUch r.dUCCld
tor., Kalcol .. Edward. "as nat. replac.d as a IUll­
U .. Ad.Inist.rat.or: tbe prClsClnt Honorary Adllllnls­
t.rat.ar, Ian XcPber.on, Is a for_r _1I'ber of stafl
.t. nLP "ho t.ook .arly retir_nt, and hi. work Iii
part-tI.. and antlraly unpatd. There i. no
r rch fello", All .BLP c.n prOVide, apart fro ..
o rb.ad•• 1. tb. _lary of a part-tI_ .ecretary.
Joyce Day. Sbe k••p- bel" bead above ..ater only
vltb the voluntary balp of ot.har .ELP stalf and
studClnt •• for Instance. la catalogUing tbe books
and 114aazInu& In tba SFP·. coll.ctlon. XcI.t
notable of t.h••• t. a retIred nLP lIbrarIan. T.d
Chapll4n, ..ho put. an l_n•• a.c>unt of tl_ lata
keeplng the na" cansId.rable 11brary of tbCl SFF ia
ordar. But t.he kay.tona at tb. ediUce 1. Joyce
Day. She arrivad ju.t. befora East.r Ilil16,
b11••fully un....ar. of t.be .t world. She has now
bfIco.. well-acquaint.d ..It.b t.h. folhl •• of sf
t.ype•• vary adept. at daaUng ..Itb t.h••. It I. sbe
..ho fiaid. t.ha 1140y enquirla. of all kInd...blcb
COile Into t.ha SFF. and tf .h. doasll.·t kno.. t.be
aas_r. ber_lf. sba u.ually knows who viiI.

la 1970 Pat.r ncholl••u~rI_d thCl aI_ of the
SFF a. follo_: -e. To prolmte a dIa.crIa1aating
under.tandlng of tha aat.ure of s<;Iance fIctIon to
the public at larga. and especIally to the _dia;
In .bort to publlcl_ tt. b. To di._a1n.at.e
Infor_tlon about s<;Ianca flctlon. c. To provIdCl
ra.aarcb faCilltla. tor aoyon...I.hing to .t.udy
sClance fictIon. 01, To Ill.vestigat. tbe usefulne.s
of sclenca flcttoo io .ducation. - It Is no doubt.
too .arly t.o say bo.. t.r t.b. SFF bas ltved. up to
tbo.a a1_. But .... cb ha.. baen dan•. Tb. SPF bas
organI_a lec'turas and lac'ture-cour__ <_t
noably In U~7~ at tbe Instituta of Cont.e.porary
Art., "hich "as pubUshed by P.t.r 'Icholl. a.
Science Plctlon at urge, paperback versioa as
Explorations of tba IfiJrvallous>. It. orsanis.s
conf.r.ace•• oa Its own bat and la collaboratIon
..ith other•. It bas .upervl_d dl••artaUoa•. It
supplie. Information about sl dally to tba _d.ta,
to publl.b.rs. to tbe s<;holarly and tb;;, curIou•.

Perhaps It• .,.t la.Ung achl.v••nt ..Ill ba ••en
to have baen thCl ••tablisbaent of all. ..f lIbrary
Tbe BrIU.b Llbrary _y (perbaps> bave largClr
boldlng., hut tbara I. no..ber. OIl •• In Europs, or
out. ..Id. lortb Allerlca, wber. .0 IllUch sf 1.
gatbarad. togather tn one 1"0011 and _de avallable
to _rlou. r.s.arcb.r. ( ..bo co_ froll all oval"
Europe to use U). It. holding. Include a large
collecttoa of blbltoarapblcal and crItical work.
_ny t.hou_ads of sf books of all kInd., botb
hardback .ad paperback, extan.t ..a ruas of all tbe
_Jar af _S.zIn•• , A_rIca.. and BrltI.b. Tber. 1.
a .Izaabl. collecUoll. of Ru•• lan st. of fan:1n.s,
of orl!tnal _nus<;rIpta donat.d by sf autbor., of
books on friDge aci.nce. even (ao_tblag ..blcb bas
oftan cau.ed .lIbera••llent.) tha papers of the
defunct. BrlUsb branch of tb. Plat Bartb SocI.ty.

Tbe ta.k of looking after t.he collectIon, and
trying to flt It Into ..bat. ..... t once (after the
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canditioll, paperhac:k or

Members' Noticeboard

I all also collec:ting f ..nzin.a. c:lubzln•• and
n._Un•• frail no... unttl Augu.t 1967, for display
in tbe tan rOOIl at CONSPIRACY. Thi. i. &CQl:1. f.i.E.E.
~ for your group or zll1•. U.. 1t!

Entrl.. for Jlellber. 1I0tlc.bo.. rd are .beolut.ly
FREE .nd .hould be ..nt to tha .di torial .ddr•••.
Tb.y lIiSbt be For sal. and Vant.d ada. ad. tor
penfri.nd•• all.d to ..... ke contact ... i th oth.r fan. in
your ar.... and for lnfor_tion. anytbing blch
•••- r.a.onabl•.•ltbough tb. editor doe. r rve
tbe right to r.fu•• to print tb.lI, a. lIac••sary.

I'd 11k. to thank tbo.. _lIberS at elubs ..d group•
"'bo bav. alr.ady ba.1l. In touch with _ about thi5.
but furtb.r tnfor_tlOIl 1... lway. _lco_ tor a
co.pl.t. li.tlll1; of SF clube and sroupll in the UK
and worldwid. wbicb I a. cOllplling for CoII.pirac:y.
til. Vorldcon in BriSbtoll. tn Hle7 .

L P o.,.vi •• , The Paper Doll.; Th. Xan out ot
.owher.: Tb. L4l1pton Dr...ller.; Str.D.ger to To.... ;
Tb. Vbit. RoolI; Th. Shadow Rafor.; Giv. Back
My..lf; Vbat did I do Tomorrow?; A••ign_nt
Abac:us: Po.se•• ion.

Faperback. want.d: Best.r - Dark.id.·of the Earth:
Brlllln.r - tb. Sb•• p Look Up; Delan.y - Einst.in
Int.r••ctiOIl: H.rbart - Th. Dos.dl E..perl_nt, L.1I
- Solaria; Pobi - Expert Dr•••r; Sb.c:kl.y - Se_
ta You Doubl.d: Turll..r - A Doubla Shado.. : V.. nc. _
Th. Mlrror of Inf1ntty.

••••••••••••••••••••:
.. If you are a _lIbar Of a loeal or unlv.r.ity
.. group, pl •••• GET I. TOUCH •• soon ..a poss1bl•.
.. ~ .. nd iH.E.Il.E. doe. your club _.t and ~ 5hould
: I .. lid Infor_tioll to?

•••••.. Contac:t, P..11 VeIl. at 24.. Be.cb Road. 80_. P.rk.
• LOlldon. .11 2DA. Or you Can pbon. on 01-689-0401
.. ..ft.r 8pll and .t _ekend•.

: ()(>()()()(>(>(>()()(>(>(>()()(>(>()()()()(>(>()()

•.. V..nt.d in
.. bardback,

: DaVid Bunc:h' Xed"r.. n.

•••••••.. Gordon Eklund' All Ti_s Pos.lbl•.

: Kark Gilst.n, Th. Sl.g. of Vond.r .•.. Ed_md Haa11ton' Th. !Ulunt.d St.rs.

•.. Cbad Oliv.r, The Vinds of Ti.; Th. Sbor•• of
.. Anotb.r Sea; Gi .. nt. in tbe Du.t.

: K.ith Rohert., AlIlta: Xacbine. and Xen.

: ~:~~~;~ ~~dl~~n:·rH"ol;~A~~~i~n 0~V;0:·;~07 1I0rtb

: ()()(>(>(>(>(>(>()()O(>()(>(>()(>(>(>O(>()(>()(>

•••••••
: Contact' Klk. Lownd.s. C206 Ellry. Evans. _nai
.. !)rive, Ralll;or. Gwyn.dd. LL57 2HL

: ()()()()(>()()(>(>()()(>()O(>()()O(>()()(>()()(>

••
: 1. ~:::~d:llodan., 3. 7. 14. 15, 40-100. 102, 104

•
• 2.••••
.. 3. Qu.t.r....... and til. Pit (by .1gel Kn.al.)

Th. early I.SU.5 of Foundatton were ratber
experi_ntal, in typography. l.yout and contents;
tbey included poetry and .hort stori.s a. _11 &15
artic:l •• and r.vle .... But und.r P.ter .1choll. the
.bape Of the i ••u•• settl.d down to rousbly ...bat
it Is today: there are generally half a doz.n
artlc:le., otritten by .f autllors, profe.slanal
acadellics .. nd critic., or anyone .1 .. "'bo c .. r •• to
• ubllit an int.r.stins .lId serious pl.c. on .f (or
.. n int.r.st1ng .nd nOIl-.eriou. pl.c.. aucb ••
1.1 .... 1 Se,1.·. itl no. 32); l.tt.r•• _tly On
tOpiC:6 r.ised in .arll.r i ••u•• ; and a dozen or
IllOr.r.v1 ......

FOUlldat/on: tbe Revte .. of Setence Ftction ought
• urely to be c.ll.d the other .ucc:••s .tory of the
SFF. !And here I IIUSt dec:lare int.r.sts' I took
over editor.hip la.t y.ar ... ) The flrI5t i ••u.
C:a_ out Ill. Karcb H172. not 10D! atter the SFF got
going. The editor-in-chi.f was Charles Barr.n, •
_abar at "taff at IIELP, althougb Georga Hay cho••
_c:h of the cOll.tente. In tbat i ••u. was a piece by
JOlin Brunner - hi. thought. on ho.. he baca_ an .f
otrlter .nd what it _.n. to hla. Thi •• a. Tbe
Professton of Setence PtCttOD, bac:a_ a r.gular
feature; in i ••u. 40, thr.e editors lat.r (P.t.r
'lcholl•. Kalcolll Ed...ard. and David Prlngle) I
.hall be publlsbill.g Tbe Professtr:m of Setenca
Ftc:t/OD. 36: Tbe Vrtter es 10lUd. an enthralling
autObiographical plece by P__ la sargent. 1I0-one
could have anticipated that tbe journal would
sttll be flourishing 15 years lat.r. nor ind••d
tllat It. pre.tlga .bould ba .0 con.ld.rabl•.

lnitlal move froll totO box-rooll'Jo ln 11176) bave
•••_d a .paclou. rOOIl, 115 .tagg.rlng. _.vertb.­
1•••• donation. ar. sttll belng acttv.ly sousbt.
particularly of crltlcal work•. Tb. SFF ba. al_t
no .,n.y to buy books; Ur.. 11brary·. boldlnp ar.
l.rgely bas.d on donations. So_ book. are _r.ly
beld ln the SFF on bebalf of other.; the SS""
coll.ctlon of beok...nd .....S.zlne., for lnst.nc••
1. held ln the ..... In SF" 11brary, whll. tbouSllnd5
of volu_. belonging to the critic JOhn Clute are
kept do....stalrs. ln the IIELP libr.. ry .tac:k•. But
_ny other ltellS are freely 81ven, by authors.
t.n. and publisher•. Vben I .... ln tb. SFF tor the
Counc:il _etlnS of Kay 7th. the cry _nt up MTbe
Ea81e bas landed M

, a troll.y holdlng two boxas
..Ith an al.,.t c:ollpl.t. run of Tbe Eagle. frail til.
beslnnlD!. In 1950 tllrougll to 1959. C:a_ In.
pu.ll.d by It. prOUd Owner and donor, GeOff Gethln.
a -.:l.ntist worUna: In fiLP. And _ny otll.r
volume. co_ Into the library a. r.vle.. copie.,
• ent by publi.h.r. for revia.. in FOUlldatton.

(Varni ng to r ••d.ra: ..bat follo... i. an
advertise_nt.) Pound.tton i ... unique journal.
poi_d h .. lf-way bet_en tba oft.n poDderou.
.e.d8_.. at it. two .ortll A.rtcan rival.
Extrllpalatton .nd SCtence-Ftetten Studte. and tb.
IllOr. liv.ly (but .pb._rall world of the serious
fanz1n.. It bas a numbar of .tr.na:tb5. :Fir.tly,
partly bec:au•• of tbe bi.tory of til. SFP itself.
th.r. have alway. been clos. link. with the r •• l
world ot the st otrit.r. Cllril5toph.r Prl••t wa5
OIl.C. an Assocl.t. Editor; Ian V.tson Is now In 111.
11th y.ar a. Ftlature5 Editor: Found.tton oft.n bas
art1el •• by prot•••lon.. l otrit.rs - iaau.. 38, for
...alllpl., cont.. lning .rticl.. by S11v.rbarg.
Benford, Kill Stanl.y RObin.on .nd Brian
Stabletord, ...ltb l.tter. fro. Aldi •••nd Sba .
Secondly. Found.ttOll ba. otf.r.d On. of tb. f ...
avd labl••pac.s for l.IIStby critical r • .,I._ at
.t novels. coll.ct10ns or c:rlt1c.l work•. JObn
Clut wllo ...111 .hartly btl clock1ng up h1s 20th
1••u Revi.ws Editor. bas over the y.ars built
up .. v.ry .. bl. t.all of r.vi._r•. who•• r.vla_
.. re 11.,.ly. forthrigbt, oft.n ic:ollocla.tlc:, .nd
ala:.at alway• .,.ry r.ad.abl •. Tb. only oth.r thillS
you n••d to kno.... I tblnk, i. tllat 1ndividual. in
tb" UK C"n g.t 3 l.su.s for 1.7 per y... r (pric.
kept at 1.7 tor ov.r tbr•• year., but v.ry shortly
to ri •• ), ju.t send .. ch.qu. _d. pay.. bl. to the
Sc:lenc:. Flctlorn Foulldatton to th. SF Poulldatlon•
• orth Ea.t Lendon Polytec:hnic. Longbrldge RO.d.
Dagenhaa. RM 2AS. End at adv.rt.
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Original and unused fiction by younger
members who have never or rarely written, or
falh.d ..ith what they have wrltten, for a
new, for th.. me_nt one-of"!, zlne c .. lled
1fldnight 10'110 (pleas.. don' t be put off by the
Utle!). Go on, ..10 many a& you like! BUT not
over-long 'cos I want to glve other people ..
ch.. nce ..s _11.

Contact' Se.. n R Prlend. The Mlll House, 177
Challyme..d, Melk&ha .., W11tshire, SBl2 6LH

(>O(>(>(>(>(>(>(>(>(>(>(>(>(>(>(>(>(>(>(>()(>(>(>

I " .. 1 ntere&ted 1 n the work of C L Moore but h ..ve
enly been able to find two &hort story collections
_ Sb",.bl.,,,u (Sphere Book.. , 1970> and 'crtbMltst
Smith <Ace Books, 1982). If" anyone h.....ny other
_terial by or ahout her, ple"lile contact' S.. r ..h
8/lmble, 1 S .... tgrove Rd, Sheffield, S1021Ul.

(>()(>(>(>(>(>(>(>O(>(>(>O(><>(>(>(>(>(>(><>(>(>

2010'OdyS8ey 2 - Arthur C Clarke - (Good) 7'5p: The
Wl:.:erds and tbe Warriors - Hugh Cook - £1.'50:
511_rthorn - Reymend. B F.. I .. t - Ll.!50; Cha.-pioll.&
of tbe 5idhe - Kennetb C Fl1nt - L! .2!5; )(aster of
tb.. 5idbe - kenneth C Flint - L1.2!5; The Ligbt of
Bden - ... A Herbim.on - Ll.!50: Gboet in tbe
Sunlight - Keth1een Herbert - Ll.!50: Kytbllgo Wood
- Robert P Holdstoek - L1.2'5; L8d.,. of Light ­
Dlana L Paxson - Ll. '50 <Tiaescap.>; 1.8<1,. of
DlIrlmelll6 - Diana L Paxeon - Ll.'50 (Tlmeacape); tbe
Black Beast - .ancy Springer - Ll.'50 (Tlmescape):
The ¥bite Har't - .ency Springer - itl.'50
<tt_lOC.. p4I): The sable Iloon - Ianc,. Springer ­
L1.'50 (Tl_scap41): The Sil..... r Sun - Iancy Springer
- £1.'50 (Timescape); lalaDds o ... t of Ti_ - ...111i ....
I Tho..pson - £1.'50; Galapagos - Kurt Vonnegut ­
Ll.'50; ThD First Iaaed - Jonatban "'ylie - Ll.2'5:
The Sloord. 01' tbe Llc'tor - Gene "'olfe - .£2
<Time_cape>: The Lure of 'the &s11lsk - Lawrence
"'ett-Evans - Ll.2'5: The s.._n .It..rs at Du8aTra ­
L..urence V..tt-Evans - £1. '50; • BlackbIrd in
Da.rlmaGG - Fred.....rrington - .£2: This l.-:1rt.1 ­
Roger Zelazny - <Good Ace version)£l.

Stars & Shadows

Although It appears to be e epoof of several SF
themes. Trancers is also very entertalning in Its
own right, ..ltb one or two marvellous lines end
...t pieces. Admittedly, &0_ parts do leave mere
than e Ilttl .. to be deslred <chiefly .everal
scenes between Detb end Lenn.. , hls 198'5
girlfriend). B... t these are ..inor flaws in "hat is
otherwise an affectionate parody ot fillDEi such as
Blade Runner and The Terlllinatar; tbere's elso an
el._nt of the TV serle& The Invaders in here ­
when killed the Trancers conveniently evaporete in
a cloud of red dust .

Angel C1ty, 2247AD. Adjacent to no...... submerged LOID
Angeles, the city ls tbr.atened by e mysttc named
Martin Vbl.,tler who causes chaos by ensl .. ving
weak-willed citizens and turning tb..m illto zombie­
l1ke 'Trenc.rs'. Jack Deth Is the cop ...signed to
stop hl .. recruitment progre_. Vbistler escapes
Into the p..st, transfering his conaclo...sness into
the II.1nd of one of his anc....tors. HIs plan iID
sillple, destroy the .. ncestorr;; of Angel City' ..
rulIng counCil, thus preventing th.... belllg
conceived. 111 a desperete ettempt to _ve the
present, Detb i. desp.tched .. fter Vhiatl ...

Charles Band i& .... 11 known for producIng
entertaining low budget pictures that seem to b9
al_d pretty firmly at tbe under-2'5s, .. nd ..hen
vlewed in that light Trancer. works _11. A_ric..n
comedian TiD Tho_reon steal. the actlng bonours
f.or bis wond.erful portrayal ot Deth, playing hIm
perfectly straigbt as all good parodies sbould
(although, bo.. _ny tll1es have you seen e cop
light e match ..itb hi& teeth?). The love interest
i& a b1t superfluous at U ...... and the fUn is .. t
it. best ..ben Detb i. figbtlng off 'ihistler or one
of his cronle... That s .. id, the highlight accure
when Deth'. aUp41rior returns to 198'5 to summon
Deth back to h1s proper tt_; tbe only ence.tor
the superior can find Hi .. yo... ng girl, who Detb
threatens wltb e 'spanking' ..ben she interrupts a
parUcularly pro..i"ing scene ..ltb hie girlfriend
The net result is th.. t Deth 115 forcibly ret ... rned
te 2247, end errive.. b ..ck In our tine bavlng
missed o ... ~ On II nigbt wttb L..nn.... Good,
unpretentious entertain_nt, .nd worth renting If
you feel like a chuckle.

Postage a paCkage free - David Wingrove, 47
Ferlelgb Road, Stoke Iewington, London lUO 7TD.
Tel' 01 241 2994

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••....:..
! Trllllcers ("k.. Fut... re Cop> - directed by Ch.. rle..
:; Band. (Entertain"",nt in Video).

: Reviewed by Mark Ogier......................................................:......:................:......
f

(All herdbeck, all in ..Int condition) G.....rdi..zu;; of
the West - D..vld Eddtng.. - L'5; .& DarknoilGS at
Sethanon - RaY:IOnd E Feist - L'5.'50; Xlllash.llndra­
Anne McCaffrey - L4.50; Death is a Lonel,. Buslne&&
- R.. y Bradbury ~ it'5: DlI8ger&pell - KatherIne Kerr
- L~,'50: Spider...orld: The To_r - Colin "'11son -
.t~.'50; &rtbur C Cl ..rke'& July 20, 2019 - Arthur C
Clarke - L7.'50: Tbe Isle at Glass - Judtth Tarr ­
it4.50: The Golden Horn - JudIth T.. rr - L4.'50; The
Hounds of God - JudIth T..rr - L4.~0, G11denflre ­
Stephen R Don.. ld50n - L3.00; Tbe JUrror of Ser
Dream:> - Stltphen R Donald,;;on - L'5. '50; The Swords
of Cor.... - MIch...el Moorcock - L'5; Th.. Chronicles
of Coru. - Mtch..el Moorcock - L'5; The Chronicle&
of Co... nt Br"66 - Michael Moorcock - L'5: Rbi ..lto
the Jlarvellour;; - J ..ck V..nce - L'5 (B.... n Book$)

Malcolm Kinnear, 30 Gl ..dstone Place, Queen's
Cro"s, Aberd..en, ABi OXA

<All paperback, all in mint condItion unless
otherwie;e marked) The Bighty JUnute Hour - Brian
Ald1S,; - Ll: .&nthonology - Piers Anthony - L1.'50:

All Items in very good condition (mere det .. l1 .. On
enquiry). \/111 Spl1t. Offers to'

I>T Vbo Weekly: Issue$! 1-43 complete

I f you know someone who sells the above t te_
singly, or actually makes them stngly to 1ilpecific
destgn, contact: Patrick Lee, 24 au..den Drive,
Che&hunt. Herts, EN8 9RL

St..rbur..t: !S...iues 19, 21, 22

Badges S'l'w-on colour flasbes, nu ..bers
.. nd space in&igni.. for
futuristic space unlfor.lll6.
Also, _talltc lepel bedges
b4!ar1ng futurtstic space
In~ignta. Must not beer ...ny
tv/film logos.

Dr Who Su_r Speci.. l .. , 1981, 1982

Specially destgned, d ..rk
coloured .pace pilot j ..ckete ­
p ..rtlcul ..rly those ul&ed in
past TV/fil .. SF

InforlDlltion/contacts requested, regarding science
f"lctlon cOl&tumes, badges .. nd ,"",ske. In particular,
I am interested in buying

Dr Vhu JIontbly, ls&ues 44-'52, '54-02, 00, 07, 09,
70, 72, 73. 76, 78, 79
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Star- Trek IY: Tb40 YoyaS- 80_ - dlr.ct.d by
Leo....rd 'l~y.

Th.. St.r Trek "ucc."" .tory continu•• 1n apl.od.
four of thQ ~v1Q sQrle.. All the lala111ar
charact.r,. are back. ~st 01 th... looklng wor••
for _ar. And I c.n r.port that all your lavourlt.
11n•• ar. 1n thl,. Ii 111.: phaMrs ar.. on stun. the
h.l .. WOn't r ..spond. and the .ne:ln•• ·c.n.... • taka
it -.lch .cr•. Th. only di_ppo1ntine: o!l.a16510n?
Vh.n Ch.kov i. critic.lly hljur.d J&cCoy i. 1I0t
th.. r. to _y ·H.. ·s d••d. Jl.'.

The story i. an .njoyabl" II1X at Ster Tre.: Tb.
/fovI. and /JiIck to tb. Future wUh a strone:
.nvlron_ntal slant. Barth 1" _n.c.d by an ali ..n
probil whlch elllit. 4&_glng signal. in an attellpt
tg COmJllUnlcate w1th hUlip-backed ..hale•. Sigce this
.pecl•• ls long extinct Urk and tb. boy. sUp
beck throue:h a ti. ...rp to pre_nt day San
Fr.nclaeo to "teal a coupl .. ot whal •• trolll a
Cetaca.n In.t1tute (look It up in your
dlctlonary>. Thelr .dv.lltur•• in .n unfaalliar
tl__.k. for .gr••able entertain_nt. Sh.atner alld
'l11OY h.v• • 0. _rvellou. coalC aeenes .nd the
ov.rall aood. 1. ot an upbilat roap. Pull -.rlr;a to
dlr.ctor 'i.-:;ly ..bo.. 11ghtll••s of toucb ha.
improv.d .1nc. the polld.rou. St.r Tre. 11/.
Apparently \lUllalll Shatn.r ha••ign.d. up to d.ir.c:t
Star Trek V and. the fUIIl end.s ..itb the cr."
tr.nsf.rr.d. to • shlny n... USS Ent.rprl,.. r ...dy to
boldly go ..•tc.

)I)' ollly coaplalllt concern. that trlbble hid. tbat
lUrk _ar. on bl. hollce. During the aquatic: scene.
I .... so bu.y trying to Ugur. out bo.. it .tayed
on th.t I at._d .0. of th••tory. The qu••tion
1,.. _r••peclal .ff.ct. u••d? Tr.lt.Il:l •• -.I.t ba
told or th.re will ba bell toupe.~

St.r Trek IV start. witb a r.c.p gf ..hat happen.d.
in the l.,.t fU .. (l1ke _ no.. get In Dyn•• ty) .nd
tbe tl1. continu•• tb••torylln...tart.d ill St.r
Trek 11: Tbe lIretb of Kban. Th. cr." at the
Enterprls. ar. returning to Earth ln a Kllngon
'B1rd of Pr.y· to f.ce court -.rtlo1 cborgas of
-.lUny and de.trucUoll of t.deratlon property.
Ho_v.r an .11.n probe, looktng r.aark.bly llke a
chocol .. t ....is. roll, baat. tb... to E.rth and
start. s.ndlng ....ses no-one can und..rst.nd .od
g.nerally .sslng .round ..itb tbe .l••ot•. Thi.
1. the .XCulaa for tha cre.. to folIo.. S.ck to tb.
Future .nd So Nocll: 1n ti •• slnce thay ara t.ba
On....bo r ... llse that the probe 1. talking to
huap--NoCk.d ..hal••••I<tinct tn 23rd c.ntury Ea.rth.

Back In 19&7 San Franctaco tbe fUll. 1. play.d
_tly for laugh., "hlcb alIk•• It. In .,. oplnlon.
the boI.t of the St.r Trek .-:;Ivl•• to 4&t•. L.ollard
'll1Oy' a dlr.ctlon i ••lso 1••• raver.nttal than
hl. la.t .ffort and 1 hope Villiall Sbatn.r doe. a.
good a job ..h"n h. direct. St.r Trek V.

Thar. ara a coupl. of gru.bl •• 1 would llke to
-.ka. ho_var; 1111:...hy .... Lt. Suvill: latt boIhlnd
on Vulc.n, alld doe. Vilila. Shatner raally Il••d
.2000 a _ek ju.t for n." hairpl.cas?!

Tbe Hobblt - .dapt.d by Rory RoMn.oll and Graha.
VatkinS. dir.ctad b)' Graha. \I.tklns. Production by
• Tb. Thaatre Roy.l Hanl.y· at tbe LiverpoOl E..pir.
- April 1967. \ltth blcol .. Dlxon ao; B1lbo Bagsin•.

R.vl"_d by Roy Gray

I don't ..ant to di.cou..- ..S" pot.entl .. 1 vl.itor. to a
.ll1l11ar productIon ln th. na.r future. but I found
thls dtaappo1llting.

)ly fe.ling 1. tb.t to ...k" any ..-...,.o....bl. sens. of
tt. you -.1st ba faatll.r ..tth the book. Even eo

_ny cbaractar., .ucb a. tbe band of d_rv... 10_
thalr lndividuallty bacau_ thar. 1••1..pl)' no
t1. for 'lb. actors to dav.lop tha •.

Gollu ... of c:our_. co•• over v.ry _11. Sur.ly b"
is • dr.all ral. for .. ny c:ompetent ac:to..- or. e. In
tbl. c ••a, actr•••. Bl1bo is al.o rea&onab2a, but
th.ra is .0__at to thl. rata (sorry). a.ndalf
...... l.tdown, .ppe..rlng .nd dl ... ppearlng "ithout
apparent rh)'. or r.ason. SIIaUS, ho_var, ce_
ov.r Oil th the right desre. of .rrogant _nac. 1 n
hi••ncoullt.r wlth Bilbo.

I .up~ anyona adapting Tb. HobbJt for tha .taS"'
_.t ba on a hidlng to nothing. De.p1ta 22 ac.n••
ln thr•••c:ta. tha oats.lons .. re l.glon and the
r ••ultlng lack of continulty 1..... jor fla ...

Th" .....Ic "a. 1••• _Jodic: than on. expect. frolll
JRR's griSlrual d ••crlptlons but tbe production waG
brlSht, colourful and ch••rful. Enthu.l••t. 01111
lIot ba too dl_ppoiot.d, _ybe.

The Creature &eyolld TorcHs 1hId - dlrectad. b)'
Ros.r Chev.lsy. lTV DnuMra_, I1tb:Kay 1967.

R.vla_d hy Patrlck Le.

ThIs f.nta.y. WTitt.1l by Tony Haa.e and RObIn
DTlacoll. 1. fro .. the chl1dren's .eries Dr._rillA'.

On tba .ve of: h1S blrthdilY. H.nry'. parent. are
..rl!luiol!l, .lId ..han be 1. wakan by tbe .ntrance of:
hl. drunken f.ther H.lIr,. hIde. und.r the
badclotbes. only to <1iacovar that be c.n't Hnd
the end of hi. bad. Ar.d ..lth a torch be Hnds
that hls bad i. tbe .ntrance to a ..hole cave
.)'.ta. _d. of cloth••nd hare ha dlscov.rs thll
.kel.ton of Ll ttl. Till., the pr.vlous axplor.r of
the c.v•• t_oty flva y.ars ago. Littl. Tl.·s
di ..ry beco_. Heory'. suld. a. he trt•• to tlnd
·th. cr.ature of lov.'.

Me.n..bile, naxt mornlng. Hllnry's parent••r.
worrl.d by hl. dlsappe.ranc:.. and tblnS. ar.n't
h.lped by tha arrlval of a bllnd Indlan. Tbls
.cc.ntric, ..ho can obvlou.ly .... _n.ses to .nter
Bellry'. roo.. and bl. bad. wh..r.upon he r.acbes
H.nry hi_If who ba.. found the cr.atur.. .t
Torch•• Elld ('wher. c.ndl•• ext1ngulsh th....lv••
....d batt.rle. corrod. In ),our torch'). Th.
creature i. 111 f.c:t an alaphant ..blch MlollS. to
the • blllld' Indian, "ho rIdes 1t out of the
cav.ro. through lnvls1ble door., "hile Hanry
r.turoe to tha real world .nd ha& the job of
.xpl.1nlns ..b.r. hQ's be.n to bi. parent•.

Th••how l.ft • lot at qu••tion. In ..y atnd. Vho
..as the Indlan? Ho.. d1d ha kno....bout Heory's
dlacov.r)' of th. tuon.l entrance? Vhy dldll' t be
reacu. Llttle T111 soonar? And wby dld Littla Tia
alia.. hi_If to .tar... to death. beliaving th.re
.... no ...y out, Just bacau_ bl. badcloth.e had
ba.n re.,v.d?

J.cob Soper's parfor_nc. a. Hanry leoked • little
artificlal, .nd throughout tbe .tory _ h...r only
a volce-ovar ot hill thougbts, in fac:t the only
ti. be llpeak. i. at tb. v.ry .nd. o".vid Dexter
sav... bettar, If brlaf, parforallnc. a. Littl.
Tl •. Tb. br.vary Of tb. two ac:hoolboys ..a. a bit
unbell.vable. a...as tb.ir vocabul.ry - do 9-y.ar­
old. u_ such words a. 'asc.rtaln' 7 Renu Setna .s
tba IndIan _. mor.. or 1._ .t.r.ot)'ped In .pe.cb
..nd dr•••• but T.rry Johll was convtnc:lng a. the
bad t.llper.d f.th.r. a. "as Eve Bland •• the
.)'lIpllthat.lc mother. Th.y d.~n.trat. th.. t 10"
wag•• can l.ad to arsu_nt•• particularly if one
• ..biIr of tha falll11y "a.te. It on drlnk, with the
only ••c.pe for Henry in th.. firlog I1n. balnS to
allother world.

Tb. Creature Beyond Torcb•• End "a. a nice Uttle
advantur••tory. pre_nt1ng excell.ntly a nice
orlglnal (?) conc.pt. thouSh I th1n..l1: • _quel
should be _da as tbere are too _n)' questIon. and
1I0t .oough all,._r•.
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H'

Terry Pratchett

cloaa encount.r ..i th a po_r cobl. ond can't
r.__b<tr the ..ay ho_. LuekUy youn.g Dav1d haa tb.
data tn bia .ind ao the .hlp n.ads to contact its
torlDar pa••• ng....

Aft.... 0 wUd rid., a f ... nlc. jok.s and 0 bit of
dra_, all .nd. bappl1y av.r aftar ..1tb David
so_wbat clo•• r to h1. faDlly than pr.vlou.ly.

Th. apeci .. l aff.cts ora ...cell.nt but not
ov.r"h.la.1ng. Th.y cOllpl1_nt the action. The
charactars ..a. bellevabl. ond .yllpath.Uc.
o.....roll v .... , pl.aslng.

Croeetalk - dir.cted by Xark Es.rton. SBCl, Jrd
Xareh 1981.

R.vl.wed by Karlr Ogler

Tbi. Australian thrl11ar begln. by glvtnS the
llapr••• lon tha.t tt 1. s01ng to be 0 story of
cOllpUt.r _golo_nla in th. v.ln of Th. Forbin
ProJaet or De.-on Se.d. Th. aclantlst h.ro IS
working on th.....chtn. (lrnown In thi. case aa 'I
500') ..ben h. i. 1nvolved in a .,.ter10u. ear
oeeldent ond confln.d to a wb•• lcbalr. Ot eour•• ,
.....11 kno.. that the cOlaput.r dld it, ond ....... It
..lth bat.d br.oth to ••• ho.. tb. _chin. lnt.nd.
to u.e It. for_r JIllat.r. To nO aval1, for the
film now r.v... l. it•• lf 'to be l1ttI. IIOr. tban ..
v.r.lon of Coppola'. Tb. Converaation, ..lth tb.
e.nt ..... l choract.r conv1nc.d that hl. pr.clous I
500 ha. record.d a ... rd.r In on adjac.nt
opart_nt. A. a .ub-plot, th. hero 1. h1_lf 1n
dang.r frail h1. boa.... , ..ho t.ar that h. Is
golnsto loa. praclou. bualn••• by trylng to trac•
.. n 'tnalgniflcont' .... lfunctlon in the COllput.....

Fl1ght of the .avtsator - produc.d by R.. ndal
XI.lS.r for '1Ialt Dian.y ttl_.

R.vl ....d by Lau .... nC. Scotford

If so_on...as to a.k lie for a r.c.nt .xaaple of 0
torllul0 IIDvl., ! ..ouldn't h•• ltate to put tht. on.
for ..a ...d a. a prl_ candldat.. It 1. a cla•• tc
cOllhinat10n of SF and horror .....ultlng in an
unorigln,.l and di.appo1ntlng IIOn.y.p1nn.r.

Daad.ly Frt.Dd - dl ...&<;t.d by ..... C...ov.n

On. fo .. tb. youngst.rs but .njoyabl. for adult •.
In many _ys tb. perf.ct Di.n.y fll_. 1 ..da.1t to
.njoylne; it Cas dld lIy falll11y) ond betnS
pl ......ntly .u"'p... i_d 01. tbat becau•• pr......vl ....
<.. nd Film ,,7:1 had no:ot hoI.n pa .. t1cula .. ly kind.

Th1s aort of th._ ..a. d.alt ..ith far .:Ir.
cr.dlbly by 'Ucha.l C...1chton 1n Th. T.r~Dal 11",/1.
Only tU. weak SF .l._nt pr.v.ata the fll.
b<tcolllng a boring varlant on tbe ~0.b1. th._ - 0
dlsappo1nUng HID froll tb..... n ..ho _de ]fight_ra
on Elm Str.at. Deadly Fri.nd, if th.r. 1. oay
ju.tic. ln tbe world ...111 .pend tb. r ••t of ita
days olong ..ltb tb. oth.... al.o Tans 01. tb. local
vldeo library.

Th. plot conc.rn. a young ..h1;1:;I:-k1d .tudy1ng
.euronic•. He ha...d. tr._ndou. advanc•• 1n th.
fl.ld of arUftclal 1nt.lllg.nc•• hovln.g .....d. a
robot COllpenlon, 'SS', ..ho dt.play. all th•
..bU1U•• of a young ch11d. Cr.dulity i. fu ..tb.r
stra1n.d ..b.n h1. girlfrl.nd, Sail, 1s k11l.d by
h.r .. lcobol1c foth.r. Ou ... h.ro ll1plant. th.
c1rcultry from SS (conv.nlantly dest ...oy.d earlt.r
1n th. fl1m) lnto tbe d.ad gi ... l'. hra1n and
r.v1v•• bar. Sh. th.n beco_. th. d.adly tri.nd of
tb. Uti •.

Our hero, a 12-y... r-old play.d by Joey CralDar,
.. rrlv.a ho_ aft.r a b.avy f .. ll to ftnd bls fOu ...
bours have b<t.n algbt yeara fa... the 1'••1. of th.
world. It.an..hil••ASA hav. c.vgbt a UFO ond .r.
v,.lnly trylng to find a ..ay 1ns1d•. Y•• our boy
bas ~.n on a 1000+ ligbt y.ar trip at
relaUvlat1e + v.loclty, h... just raturnfld holDS
and do••n't re_llbe .. a blt of It.

CMrtainly tb. f11. doe. d.ll ..... r it. fair .bar. of
tbr111. (cbi.fly tb••c.ne. involving tb•••v.red
bead of a wo-.n; lnlUally gl1l11p&ed go~ing

slgbtl.'u;ly out of a wa.bing _cbin.>, but I can't
Tbe fllm ba6 a re.onably 1nt.lllgent .cript w1th b.lp fe.l1ng tbot it would ba..... be.n .v.n bett.r
60111e n1c. 'Offy and ollU&ing on. 11n.r. whicb pey bad tb. produc.r. followed tb. lnitlal .c.n•• of
homage to St ..r Tr.k. ET ond th.i ... 11k. tb. comput.... cor.fully ..... n1pulaUng tb. ac1.nUst

to tb.1 ... conclu.10n. Th. f1nale att••pts to 1.1. up
all tb. 100M .nd. by havin.g th d v.al.d
.. nd p ...oaptly d ••petch.d hi __If. and th. I 500
..tt1ng it••lf up fo ... d.l1 .......y to 11.. p ...ospacUve
buy.r.; announctng th. fact tn a .u1tebly
·comput......qu.· votc.. Unfo... tunotely, th. fact
th.. t tb. IIIIII.chin. ha. no" l.o...n.d to telk i. not a&
.ertb-.hlltt.... lng o. on. 1I1ght have .xpect.d. I "OS

only .u"'p... 1••d the .....v.lat10n· had not COllie
.ar11..... As 0 ......de ... lIy.t.ry. th. flla succ••d .. ,

Unfo tunat.ly th. othe ..... i •• 1111p...egnobl. (hut v ....y but o. 0 &tory of DIOd....n t.chnology ...un ..11d, 11.
1mp 30$lv.> .pac••hlp ha. 0 b ...a1nache follo"lng a al •••• th...... rk .••*••••••••••••*••*.* *********************************

Alien Christmas
R.vivlng .. a old Xatrix babit, tb.r. folIo... a
tran.crlpUon of a spe.cb _d. by T.rry Pratcb.tt
at East.rcon tbls y.ar. In Ca•• y!;;lu thlnk h. t.
rfl .. lly have cal.ndor probl._, I .hould expl .. in
tbat the Beccon Co_itte. bave dev.lop.ad a bablt

10f celebrating Chrl.tllll. tog.ther 1n April/Kay,
and bovlng revlv.d the East.rcon cu.tom at th.
banqu.t, d.cid.d to ....k. It Cb... 1.tllllll.s dlnn.r. Thla
..... th. aft.r dinn.r .pe.ch. Xany thanka to T.rry
fa... kindly ollo"ln.g it to be r.prlnt.d h.r•.

fantostlc. I 11k. rol.-playln.g sa_., l'v. nev.r
been an Rat.r hefor., 1 wond.r ho.. _ny hit paitlt.
It haa? And th.n I _ .. another printout undern.ath
it ..blch aald that .. 1. 22.00 .y role waa Att.r
Dinn.r Spaoker, ..hicb 1. so_thing you'd ...~ct to
find only ln th. v.ry worst dUDs.on, a DOn.t.r
lurcblng around in a ..h1t. frilly .b1rt 100klnB;
for an audl.ac.. Thr.a hour. lot.r tha .xplor.rs
are found bored r1gid, th.1r coffee .toae cold,
the brtek-thlclr of1..1' dinner mnt _It.d ia th.lr
band•.

Tbi. 1. a gre.. t 1d.a, t.n't it? SO _ch nic.r to
have Cb... lst_to at thi. ti_ of the y••r in.t.ad of
at tha .nd of Dac.llber, ..h.n th. shop- or. al ...y.
.0 crowd.d. R.a.1nds IDa of tho•• cli~ you us.d to
S.t tn Tb. Qu••n'. Chr1at_a broadcaat to tb.
CO:OllllOn_alth hack In th. flftl.a, ..itb th.
tradlt10nal .bo:ot at Au.tra11 ..n••atlng chUled
prawn., roa.t turk.y and Chri.tlllll. puddlng On
Bondi Beach. Th.r...oa al ..ay. 0 Chrl.t_. tr••
pl ..nt.d in thfl .and. It .... decorot.d ..tth ..hat 1
nO.. r ••ll ... "as probably vo.lt.

La.t ....Ir 1 got this tortun. cook1. .ort o:of
p ... tntout ..htch _id You ... rola i. Eat.r. I thousht

The r.ainda _ ..hy I save up Dung.ons and Dragons.
Th.r. were too _ny _m.t.rs. Back in the old
doy. you COuld 80 oround 0 dun.g.oa ..ithout _.t1ng
IIUch .:Ir. tban a f.w orca and li;l: .. rd _n, but th.n
.veryone .tart.d inv.nting IIIOD.tera and pr.tty
sO!;;ln it ..0 ... case of, bugg.r tb. _glc .word,
..hat you r.ally need.d to be the cOllpl.te
..dventur.r was tbe Xarcu. L. Ro..lend
tUte.n-volu_ guld. to JIlon.t.r. ond the ab1l1ty
to r.ad v.ry, v.ry t ...t, becou_ 1f you couldD't
r.cogn1se th•• trOD tha Outaide you pr.tty aoon
~~:td~~. chane. to try lookin.g at the.. fro_ the

MATRIX '70 JUNE/JULY ~gB'7



Anyway. this bit of peper _ld I .... to talk .bout
&li.n Chri.t_.... ..hi~h was handy. beeau_ I
al_y. lika to kno....hat lIubJ.~t it i. I'.
.traying a ..ay froa. 1'11 give it a try. I've be.n
• lot of bad tbings in ay ti_ .lthougb, prai_
tb. Lord, I' v. oaver been a Blak.·. 7 fan.

'010 tbat Chri.t_se. ar.n't pr.tty .li.n in any
e •••. It' •• funny old thing. but ..h.nev.r you •••
picture. of sallt. CI.ua he' a .l ..ay. got the •• _
toy. in bi. _ck. A t.ddy. a dolly. a truapet and.
• wood.n .ngin•. AI".y•. So_ti_a b. al.o ha••
f ... red .nd. ..hit••triped eandy cane•. H••v.n
koo_ ..hy, you never _e thea in the .hop-, .nd if
aoy kid•••ks for • wood.n eogi n. th.s. days it
_.os be liv•• at tb. bottoa of a hole On • de_rt
i.l.od .nd h.s n."er h.ard of t.l.vi.ion. becau••
l ••t Christ_s .., daught.r got a lot of toy•••
f ... c.r., a plan•••tuff lik. that. and the thing
about tb...... tbill. B".ry .ingle one of tb.a ....
a robot.

'ot ju.t a slapl. robot. I kno....hat robotll are
• upposed to look lik., I h.d • robot ..h.n I .....
kid. You could t.ll it ..... robot. It bad two
cogwh.el. goIng round. in it. ch••t .nd. it. ey••
lit up ..b.n you turn.d it. k.y••nd why not••0
would youra. And I h.d • Xagic RObot ... _11. _
• 11 had one, dido't _? And. when _ sot f.d up
..ith tb••alg w.y be .pun .round of hi. tirror
g.tting all th. right .n._r. _ cut tbe. out .nd
stuck the. down differently for the .beer b.ll of
it, gOllb. _r.o·t _ devil •. But tb._ ne" robot.
• r ••uby.r.iy•. Tbey ar. robot. in 4i.gui_.

Tber.'s thi••ort of robot war going 00 .round u•.
I bayen't quit. figur.d it out y.t. altbough tb.
Ud. 6.e= incr.dihly _ll-infor_d On the .ubject.
It appear. that you c.n t.ll the good robots froa
th. bad robot. because th. good robots baye got
human head., a bit lik. that scene in Saturn Piy••
you relDl!lIIber, ..h.r. the robot g.t. tb. idea that
the best w.y to look hu..n i. h.ck .o_one's b••el
off .nd stick It On your .nt.nna. Th.y.ll lOOk
like an A_rlcan footballer who'. be.n s_.hed
tbrough a Volk.wagen.

Th.y go .round saving the univ.r_ froa anotber
bunch of robot., saving tbe uniy.r_ in this ~._

con.l.tlng of gre.t la_r battl... Tbe uniy.r_
doe.n·t look that good hy th. 101_ th.y·ve .."ed
It, but by golly. U·. S.yed.

Anyway. non. of ber pres.nt. look.d like it ....
• uppo.ed to. A eollection of plastic rock. turned
out to be Roell: Lord•• witb excit1ng rocky n._s
lIlt. Boulder .nd Bugg.t. V.s, .noth.r bunch of
bloody robot •.

In f.~t the only Chri.t...y thing in our house was
the crib••od I'a not c.rt.in that .t a touch of •
button it wouldn't tran.fora and the Xary and
Jo_phoid. would battle it out ..ith the Three
IUngons.

V.irdest of tbe lot, thougb. i. Kra.k. Prlnee of
Darkne... At .LI •.~ h. al.t be • bargain for.
prioce of darko.... He'. a ZOid. probably froa
the plan.t Zoid in the galaxy of Zoid, bec.u••
WhIle the DOd.I. ar. pr.tty good the .torylin.
behind th... is junk, the eci.nc. fiction
.quiv.lent of a KcDonalds h••burg.r. I like old
Kr.all:, thougb. becau.. it only took tb...hal. of
Chri.t_• .arning to put hill tog.th.r. H.' s ..d.
of r.d .od gr.y pl••tic, .n .t..olut. IIJ.racle of
poly.tyr.n. techoology, .od he look. 11ke •
cbick.n that'. been dead for ...ybe three .antha.
Stuff two batt.rl •• up hi. robot bu. and h••tart.
to terrori_ the uolv.r_ aa adverti_d. and h.
doea It lik. this. what he doe. is. h. walll:lI about
oioe lnch•• v.r--ry .lo..ly and peinfully. while
dozens of little pla.tic platons thra.h about. and
th.n h. f.lI. ov.r.

Kraall: has got the kind of in.tinct for .urvival
that _k•• a ltalllikaz. pilot look 11k. the Gre.n
Cro.1I; Code _n. 1 don't kno....hat the t.rraln i.
11ke up th.r. 00 Zoid, 'out be find. It pr.tty

difflcult to tr.v.l ov.r the .v.r.se 11vins roo.
c.rpet. '0 wonder he t.rrori_. tb. univer••• it
allit be pr.tty fright.oing to have a thousand ton.
at war robot collapse on top of you and lie there
..ith its 11ttle f ••t peth.tically going rouod and
round. Tou want to colllJl.1t .uicid. in .yapathy.
Cb, and he'. got thi. other fi.ndi.h _apan, hl.
bead co_. o! .nd rolls und.r the .ofa. Pr.tty
seary. that. V.·ve t ••ted hi .. out with oth.r
Zoid., and I'. h.r. to ~.ll you that the
t.chnology of robot fighting _Chine •• 'oaslcally,
i. trying to fall ov.r in front of your oppon.nt
and trip hill up. It·s a hard Jo'o. becau.e the
natural In.tlnct of all Zoid. is to col laps•••
.0011. a. you t.ke your hand aw.y.

But e_o Kr••k has proble.. coapared wi th • robot
that .... proudly de.anstrat.d to us by the lad
next door. A Tr.nsfor_r. 1 think it "as. It iso't
just ..d. of on. car or plan., 1 ts a ..hole fleet
of v.hiel.. which. ..h.n di...ter thr.at.n.,
a._abl. th....lv•• loto On. sreat big fighting
_chin•. That's th. th.ory. anyway. Ky bet i. that
at the .a_nt of truth the bloody thing will h.v•
to go into b.ttle balf finished because its tor.o
ill; ground.d at Gatwick and it. l.ft leg i ••tuck
In a traffic jail. out.id. Lutoo.

V. r.c.ntly saw Santa Claus. the Xovi.. Anyon•
.lse _.n it? Pretty dre.dful, th. only laugb is
..h.re th.y apper.ntly let the reind.er .nort cok.
in ord.r to g.t the. to fly. Io wooder Rudolf bad
a r.d noaa. he .peod. half th. ti_ with. atra..
atuck up tt.

&ny...y. you g.t to _e Santa'. work.hop. Ju.t ••
I thought. Every d.1ID toy I~ ..d. of wood. paint.d
in gari.h primary colours. It 1I1ght have been
possible, in fact I auppa_ its probably
inevit.bl., that if you pr••••d th. right a ..itch
on th. rocking hor••• and jolly wood.n doll. th.y
turn.d into robota, but I doubt it. I look.d very
c.r.fully ov.r the whole plac. and there wa.n't a
.ingl. pla.tic eztru.ion _chio.. Iot ••ingl.
eU looked a. tbough he knew whlcb end to hold a
.oldering iroo. 'on. of th. r •• lly traditional
1I:1d. toys _re tb.re - no R.lIbos. no plastic
.:>del. of the Xar.te kid. non. of those _ird
11ttle .pelling aod writicg _chin•• d•• lgn.d to
help your child talk like a .ASA l.unch controll.r
..itb sinus trouble and. _nt.l age of fiv•.

'001, I' v. got a theory to .ccount for thi •.
Bascially, it i. that Fatb.r Cbrl.tmase••r •
plao.t .pecific and .... v. got the wrong on•. I
suspect it ..a~ all the .tom bO/llb t.asts ln t.be
early fiftles, th.t warped th., you know, the
fabric of tille anel .p.c. and that. Secret t.sta at
th. Iorth pol. open.d up thi •• you koo....ort o!
hoI. bet_.n th. di_n.lons, and .11 the .tuff
_de by our Father Christ_s is .o_bo.. dlv.rt.d
to Zold Dr wher.v.r aOd _ g.t all the .tuff b.
_ke., and sinc. h.' a a robot _d. out of plastic
he only ..k•• th. thlng. h.'. good. at.

The people U·. r •• lly tough on ar.· the kids on
Zoid. Th.y wak. up on Chri.tsa• .arning, uoplug
th._.lv•• frail their recharg.r unitll. cl.nk to
the .nd of th. bed (peu.lng only to fall ov.r one.
or twic.) playfulJy z.pping one .notb.r ..ith th.ir
IIegad•• th l.sera, look into th.ir portable pedal
extreaity .nclosur•• and wb.t do they find? Bot
the playful, CUddly d •• th-dealing instru_nt. of
..yh•• that tbey h.v. be.n l.d to expect. but
wood.n tr.in., tru.pets. rag dolls aod those curly
r.d .nd ..hit. sugar ... lklng .tick. that you n.V.r
.ee in re.l IUe. Toy. that don·t n••d batt.ri.s.
Toy. that you don·t have put togeth.r. Toy. "Ith
varnish on inst••d a! pl••tic. &li.n toys.

And. bec.u_ of this ...zlng two- ... y 101_ warp
thingy. our kId. get the rest. V.ird plaatic
_.t.rs of the uni v.rs. which ar. to the
isagin.tion ..hat sandpaper i. to • to_to. 41i.n
toys. JIlaybe it'. beIng done on purpos., to turn
them all into ZOida. Llk. the .ong lIays - YOU'd
bett.r watch out.



1 don·t thlnll: It ..111 worll: though. t tooll: a 10011:
Into II,. d ..ushtar·. dOll. hou_. Old Kn.all: has
be.n han.gln.g out thara slnce hl .. bettarl•• ran out
and hl. _ga c .. nnon. falloff. JI.r T has be.n
th.r. for" coupla of ,.."rs. av.r .1aca sh. found
out ha could _ar Barbl.'. cloth.s. and I _a that
.0_ pla.tic c.t wo_n i. 11vln.g in the bethTooli.
I dOD't 11:110" ..h,.. but what I .... in thara gava _
hopa. Ir...1I: wa. having a taa part,. ..ith a
_ch..nical dog, two Pla,.paopla and thr•• doUa.
Ha waan't tr,.ing to zap an,.on.. '0 _ttar ..hat
Santa Cl .._ thro_ at u., _ can beat hill..

And now your mu_I.S and daddla. ar. turnlng up to
t .. lI:a you ho... ; be aura to piCIl: up your balloolla
and Party Loot bag., "nd ra_llber that Pathar
Chrl.t.....Ill .oon be along to giv. pr._nt. to
all tha 80ad bo,.. and 81rl...ho' v. WOII award•.

r/ a,......
w) ..... -

...............................................................
The Periodic Table

A...g ...st, 1gee...lth Terr,. Pratcbett as Gu••t of
Honour. A. Ivan To..lson baa provid.d _ ..ith a
cOllpr.ben.lv. pra•• r.laase. I quota.

-At present there see_ to ba no J1.xlcon in the
plpal1ne-, .nd SO It .... when the la.t Jlatrix _nt
to pres.:.. FalllOu. last word.. Aftar sc.ne. of
consJderable acrilllOny during tha Hle9 Ea.tareon
blddJng session, "nd "mid a g.naral faaUng that
"hataver convention. "ra about the.e days, lt
.eelll5 to have l1ttle to do witb the ....... Itt.n .f
genre, Greg PJcll:ar.gJII .nd various others hava
decldad th.t tha tl ... i. ripe .. far all for anothar
J1.xlcon, In 19159. T.nt.tJ",a plan. are for a
eon...antJon .t Kay Bank Hollday but there .hould be
Hrm word 011 by lIorldcon thls yaar. Jlaxicon 3 i.
going out under tha .log.n 'tha .c1en<;e f1ct10n
convention'. and It lS Intend.d that tba ellpha.J.
..ill be on the Ut.rary aspect. Of tha 8aDra.

I'll grateful to Ian \lat50n for the follo"ing
Infor=tlon on tbe I'lle? Eurocon:

• Between 2"th October and 1st 'o"'allJber 1987 tha
11th El.lrocon ..tll be held In conjunction wJth tha
14th French national SF convention at Jlontpeliler,
under the n._ Co_con. The city of Jlontpelilar
has declared it.eU a city a! tbe future, and 1.
strongly s ... pportlng the conv.ntJon, ..blcb prolll.1.e.
many .ttraction. alraady: art .bo_ and artl.tl.,
dra_tlc... perforlllllnce., exblbltlons. panel ••
.....lc. vldeo and rol.-pl"ylng 8""'•• book st"nd••
• Ignlng 6e,... 10n.. , and a lot of .clance ftctlon.
Guests already lnvlted Jnclud. o.vid Brin. John
Brunner. KeJtb RObert•• IUm Stanley Robinson. Ian
\lat.on .nd Gene "'olfe fro:ll the EngU.b-.peall:ill8
world; frail Franc. Jacques Barbari. Pbil1p Ca.::a.
Jen-Plerre Hubert, Jlichel J.ur,. and JOlill.
\llntrebert; frail Italy Renato P••trinl.ro. fro.
Ro_nJ. AdrIan Rosen:, .nd 1.t'. not forset Poll.b
"'otjell: Slud_rk wbo l1ves In Franc•. As _11 a.
all el.e, tb. convention ..111 be publ1.bJng fair
.ale 1111JIt.d .dltlon. of two full-.l%. booll:.: ana
an anthology of stori.s and Jllustr.. tions by
g.....t.. entitl.d D1v1ne Co_die, tbe otber a
tran.latlon of Kll1 Stanley Robln.on·. book on
PhIlip K Dick. Convention _lIber.bip costs 1!50
Frencb franc. (att.nd1n8) .nd eopp (llupportins)
tIll l.t Septellbar, tber.after 200PF and 120PP,
Cbeque. <made out to Sclence-PcitJons) ..nd
Co...... nicatlons go to Gilles Xurat, 112 av.n.... d.
Toulou.a, 34070 Jlontpelll.r, Pranc•. A .... b5t..ntl.1
progre•• raport baa ju.t been publl.b.d.·

1 have neva of a conv.ntlon In Oxford c .. ll.d
Conine, due to te1l:e place over the _.lI:end of !5-1

-Conln. i. tb. 1gee Oxford studant convention.
That is. It ..Jl1 be run In Oxford b,. Oxford
studants. thougb tbera J. no lnt.ntJon ..hal:.oav.r
to re.trlct it to .ucb student. or aV.n loc.l., Va
wllnt to _ka thl. a convention for .verybody. but
wltb a deUnit. Oxford flavo ... r. And we want to
.cbo tbe halcyon days of Unlcon 1. a bJgbly
....cc.ss!ul can run by ..tud.nt. ..1 th no pr.viou
conrunnlng axperl.nc...

That said, Conln. 1. not a Un Icon bid. .... ar.
golng to r ... n a convention, but it will not be a
Unlcon. Tb. rea.on for tbl. is twofold. FJr.t, In
Vie.. of tbe quaUt,. and popularlty of the VI.CO.
bid. _ Saa no point tr,.lng to pu.h. tb.1I out; and
..cond. a. "'I'CO.' ••tr.nsth de.,n.trates. UDleons
alnt ..hat tb.y u.ed to ba - all the,. have In
cOlllllOn wltb tbe orlSln.a1 conc.pt 1. that th.y are
beld In ·e.tabU.blDSnts of bJ8her .d...catJon'. This
1. flne - a con.l.t.nt and contlnulng serl•• of
.ummer cons i. a Goad Tbin8 - b ... t it's l.ft tbe
.nthuslaatlC atudallt ..lth no..ber. to go. ConJne is
a Urst .t.. b at doing so_thtng abo... t that.-

Tbe convention ie 801ng to take place ... t Olfford
PolytechnJc, On tbe outsll:lrta of Oxford but q ... lte
acce•• lble by publJc tran.port, Tbose in charSe
are Ivan Towl.on, Karla Hallilton and DaVid Bat,
all stal"art. of tb. Oxford Unlver.Uy SG Group,

Jlembersblp J • .1.9 .ttandJng, L4 .upporting, and
roo& ratea are LIO per nigbt, .xcludlng breall:fa.t •
but provision ..Ill be _de. Info: Conine, clo Iv.n
Towlson, .... College, Oxford, 011 3BI

I hear rumours of • II1ni-con In Coventry around
Cbrlst."s or lew Tear. apparantl,. c.lled Conopaly.
Por furtber InforAlltlon. 1 .u88••t contactltlg Xev
XcVelgh, 39 COllndon Rd, Coventry. CYI 4AR

To... r rOVIng convention reportar attended both
S••tercon bidding session. at Baccon and Can
report tbat Pollycon WOn tba bJd for tba 198e
Ila.tercon over 'Or_IICOn, and Contrlvanca, d••plte
the late entry of two other bld. (Confu.lon and
Convict10n) and a lot of argu_nt abo... t the
convention'. 10catJon In Jer.ey, _lll:.d a"illY wltb
tha 1ge9 bid.

Pol1,.con have announced tbat tbelr Guest of HOllour
I. to be Gordon R Dlckson, ..itb Gre8 Picll:ersgill
a. Fan Gue.t of Honour. aDd fanroo. pr08ra-.tn8 by
JiailY Robert.on. Other gue.t. cotlUr_d include
Gwynetb Jon•• , L.n .... In. Pox. DJane Duane and
Peter Xorwood.
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X.llbershlp 1. L12 att.ndlaS. L6 .upporUng to Gre.alaad lola. aa ••c.ll.nt wgrll:.hop l.ad..r. H. had
Follycon. 104 Pr.torla Road. Patchway. Brl.tol. Consld.r.d .ach .ntry In sr.at detaIl and hi.
BS12 5PZ crlUcl r. coa..tructly•. Thank you. Colin. _

all l.ara.d a lot froll your h.lpful co_ats. COn
coaaJ.tt.... pl.a_ not., can _ have ~...
WQ.. k.hop- at cony.ntlon. la the futu ...?

Contrlvanc. have anaounced that th.lr Gu.st. of
Honour ...111 be Ann. lIcCaffr.y and II John Ha..rl.on.
...ith fan "0011 p"og..a_iaS by LiUan Ed...ard••
Christina Lak. and P.t... f ...d Tbollpson.

Unfortunat.ly I negl.ct.d to pick up otb.r d.taU.
but suSS•• t you contact Till IlUngworth at 03
Drak. Road. Cb••singtoa. Su .....y ••• I aNII ba.

Satu ..d.y 10 Ap.. ll - Spent the lIO..ning .xplo.. ing
the ••tlonal Bxhlbitlon Cent:-•. Pound the MaSI.v,
.n unllltlnn.d IIOnor.II 11nlelns the NEC to the
airpo..t. P.nt••l ••d .bout bo... If people crowd.d
ov... to on. sld. of the e.r. It lIigbt topple Ov.r
onto c.r pa..1I: balo.... .asty. Bxeellent v.nue fo ..
party. V•• follo_d round fiC by a strang. llan. I
.hould ~ so luell:y!

Tb...e i ••Ull only on. bid for 1990. oa_d
Colltr._IIt.ioll••ad I'll. 110" ill • position to quota
froll tb. fl,..r clrcul.ting .t Beccon ov... Ha.t....

I.. for s.rvic•• It' ••11 too ea.y fo .. co-.ltt•••
to forS.t th.t th.lr .01. r •••on for balaS 1. you.
tb••tt.nd•••. V. don't Int.nd to forS.t tll.t. and
• 11 our .n."sl•• a ... d.vot.d to p ..o..Idlng •
convention tNt you ...111 .njoy.w

-Th. Coatr....ntion co_Itt•• ha. a _alth ot
con...ntlcln O"g.nising .xperl.nc.. Bet_.n us _
b.... be.n inYOl ...d In botb Mexicons. Vnlcon.,
B••t.rconll, the Bu ..ocon, .nd Yorldcon. V. II:no...11
the thinS. th.t c.n go wronS••nd _ II:no.. ho.. to
mak. lt go rIght.

But Contr....ntion won't Ju.t ba .noth.r Identikit
E••t.rcon. v. h.... 110 Int.ntion ot tollo..Ing dull.
_ll-t ..odd.n paths .IlIpl,. bac.u_ tNt'S "'Nt
......yon••1_ h•• don.. RISbt troll the start _
h.v. pool.d our II:no..l.dg. of conv.ntion colla1tt••s
to cr•• t•• n....nd .,... tl.xibl. co-.1tt••
• t"uetu... ..hIeh t.k.s Into account the .....y
dUferent Jot. ".qui ...d ..hll. pl.nlling •
conv.ntion .nd .t the conv.ntion Its.lf.

Sund.y Ap"il 19 - Su .. f.ced .tt... Tb. Arcll.rs
f •• llng ,zonle.d. v•• th....for. in the rlght t ... _
of alnd for the Gho.t of Honou .. Spe.eh giv.n by
H... be.. t Gao..S. V.Il. bo....o ...iag Ian Vatson·. body.
Vas dlsappolnted h. dId not InvU. quesUon. froll
the floor bafor. r.turning to .ddr•••• _.UnS of
the founS Fabi.n. In 1032. a. I had on. pr.par.d .

KeUh Robtl ..t.· Gue.t of Honou .. spe.eh ......DU.Ing,
.11 .bout his forty-eight hour. In tbe RAF. and
ho.. ditl1eult It i. to g.t ••lsn.tur. to s.y you
have ... tu ..n.d. lei t to .tores ..b.n .tores h.v. not
issu.d you ...lth it y.t! H••1.0 S.v. the lowdo..n
on the publishing; t,.pe. the writ......111 .neount.r
011 the ..o.d to bavlns a nov.l publish.d. inelud"1ng
the r ••d.r ..ho h.d _jo...d In COl.rldg. and
...sr.tt.d the l.ell: of albatro.... in ...h.t .h. ".s
..ead.ing. It' ••noush to d .. Iv••ny a.pirins writ...
to d:r1nll:. Ah. _11. JUn.·s a half of V1150n· •.

Th.n the 1900 biddIng ses,;,lon. Had dIfficulty
d.cldlng ...h.ther !Co.. _.eon .... a .arlous bid; they
see_d to btl work1ne; so b.rd to lose! Th.y
p..opo.ed • sel.nc. fiction only conventiOn. no
g.1I1ng. fan.t.sy. _e.br•• _di., (wet no fllklng?)
.te. just .tralght .f. Fine by 1M, I'll an .f f.n.
but h.rd on. thosa ..ho .r. Into oth.r thIng••s
_11. It·. the varlaty of fans at East"reon....hlch
that _Ie.. th.1I sueh fun. Pollycon woa fo ..
LIv.rpool.

The f.ncy dr.ss wa. disappoInting, 10'" in nUllbe ..s
.nd in id•••. Th••ilent IIOvi. parfo.._d by 42nd
Squadroll ....c fun. 11 .tupid. Tb. flrewo..k. at
1I1dnlght t .. i.d v ... y ha ..d and alllOst succeed.d in
••tting 11 ... to the hotel. ToolI: Illy guIta...nd be...
.10nS to the flll1: .inging. Adllitt.d def.at and
coll.p-ad .t 4 1111.

V.nt to Jan.e G.slI:.II' •••ssiOn. FaDtasy - ...bat Is
ft? Sadly. she had not pr.par.d the topic _11;
con.id.red SF •• .pee. ope ..a only; had,
.ppa".lItl,.. DOt r ••d .n,. f.at ••,. .,r. ree.nt than
C.S. Le..i ••n.d Ie.pt referring to • boole rubbI.h.d
b,. Oa. ot the lIudi.ne•. Dl.cu••lon ..... very 11v.ly
.nd ...a.on.hly _1l-1nfo"_d.

John FaI ...y
Rob Jacle.on

P.ul Oldroyd
Maur••n Port...

lafo..llItItlon froll 35 Bull ... Road,
suppo..ting __bar.hlp 1. £1.

Tbat fl.xIbl. structur. r.p....ent•• n....ttitud.
to..a ..d. the Bastercon. Th. .lIpll•• is 1. On fr••h
id••s. and on s.rvlc.. The tr.sh Id ill ba
IIOst obvlou. In tbe proS..allllle. of cou Att.r
all, ...ith tb. Mexican .nd Vo.. ldcon p"oS..a ....
behind u.. ...hat else would ,.ou .xpsct? But _
Int.nd to bring the __ c ....ti ..Ity, the __
dIs_tIsf.ctlon ..Itb .v...ythlng th.t'. old .nd
tIr.d. to the ..hole of the ConY.lltlon.

Chris Don.ld.on
J.n Huxley
P.ul KlnC.ld
Ch.. i ••I. P.ar.on

Thu. 1 .... In nO fit .tat. fo .. the writ.... •
wo..leshop I ".15 p..ograau.d to t.lI:. part In. Thi.
was • u5.tul .nd worthwhile p ..og".1IlI8 it.lll...hleb
toole up th hourlli on Friday ev.nlng .nd two On
Kond.y .ft noon, .nd lIy only crIt1ci.1D 15 tbat I
.... too ,zonle.d to contribute u••fully. Colin

Priday AprU 17 - Drov. up f ..olll Loadon. br.ving
au_rous tr.fflc j._ On the IIOto....ay .nd .rrived
f ••UnS ,zcmll:.d. St.rt.d out fe.Ung ,zonked, .0
..bat's n.w? Found lIy rOOIl ......ctu.lly in the
X.t ..opole and 1I0t in the V.r.. lcll: a. 1 had
.xpected. V.nt In .....ch of eonv.ntion. Poulld
eonv.ntion in X.tropol.. Helpful. Pound South
H.nt. SF G..oup in bar. Ev.n bett.... Th.n found I
had ju.t t.leen. out p ....uppo..tiaS _lIber.hip of
Vlncon <Valeon 00>. tb. on.l,. con_ntlon. ehal ...d b,.
• bear. I.h, _11. JUn.' •• pint of Vllson·s.

Baceon - Th. Eaatercoll. 17-10
~. Biral1l8ba.

I.prl1, .tropol.,

R.Ur.d .,.t unf.nnl.hly to .y rooll to 11.t.n to
Lord of tlle Rill/Ja .nd aWQII:. to find. the bar had
rUIl out of Vil.on· •• and Contrivaac. h.d WOn the
bid for the 1000 E••t.reon. DurinS this blddlng
session the no.. th-south dIvld. h.d .ppa ..ently
r ••r.d it. ugly h••d. Holding • eonv.ntiOn In
J.r.ey w•• unf.i .. to poor no.. th.rn f.nlli, th.y
said••lne. 110 ..... ehe.p 10e.tIOn whlCh rieh
south.rn fan. could gat to eh••ply. Thi. up•• t
poor .outh.rn f.n. who by 1000 wll1 h.v. p.ld
d••rl,. to trav.l to three E••tareon. in • row ln
dist.nt n.orthern ell_.. Ho_v.r. 1 und....t.nd
that a eoupl. of en.t.rprls1ng f.a. ar.. Illt.nding
to p..ov. that It'. pos.ibl. to HITCH to J ..... y.
.Lb, _11. alae' •• pi lit of Xann· •. Odd ho... qUielely
on.••cqui ..... t ••t. for g...ou••ug.r-wat.r.

Avold.d the Chri.tma. Dinaer, a ...ls. IIOV. by .11
.ecoUllt.. F•• ling quit. :zonk.d I found T..... y
Pr.tch.tt'. after dInn.r speech Allen Cllrl.t1lD$
..Uty, .mu.ing .nd wholly approprl.t. [r.prlnt.d
in this .diUon of Xatrlxl. Th....ards c lIIOny
"as V.BELIEVABLY SLOV. JleIDO to' future E••t eon
co_Itt•••• pIe.... atop t ..ylng to copy the Osc.r"!;
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1 t doesn't work. I vot.d Io A... rd as U ••
best n... novel I had read ..... not on the BSFA
shortllst. and f.lt vIndtc.t.d ..h.n th.
• fore_nUon.d boOk, Tb. H.nd_1d·. Tal. by
kargar.t Atwood won th. Arthur C Clark. A"ard . .lb.
_II, anoth.r half of kann. and onto tb. fUIt
.1ngtng

Konday 20 AprU - th. bu.ln.s. _.ting ..a.
basIcally a l.ctur. on bo.. not to ..n.g. a hot. I
• fflcl.ntly. Th. X.tropol. appar.ntly bas 73
CbalD. of COlU'lllnd .nd tbu••taff wh.n klck.d do
not st.y Ucked. An intar.,Ulng pt.c. of trh'la
._r,~.d - In S:;otl.nd th.y use 18_ ftla! a.n.
Volfe in conv.r••UoD ..Uh John Clut. and
A••. Oth.r was faaclDatlng. a.n.'s a...rtion that
Damon Kntght's .dltorial r.arr.ngtng of ODS of hl.
.hort .torles dld iDprOV. it contr••t.d .trongly
wlth X.itb Robert.' earll.r comJllOtnt. to th.
contrary. Dldn't ..In anythlng In th. raffle
'ftx!). And so_on••ctu.lly borro_d froD th. Fan
In D1.tr••• fund. th. flr.t '1.1_ it'. ba.n naadad
sInce tt ..as s.t up. F.lt totally zonk.d at til..
and of it all. All.. _11. Ma you at tha VorldcOD.
JUne'. a balf.

In tha p.st, BaCCOD h.s trad.d on It. luck. Th.y
have .t.ged a conv.ntion 15...11 enough for thalr
undoubtad organls.ttonal skl11. to .hlna. and at a
tIme of y.ar whan a conv.Dtlon is n••d.d and th.
_ather Can g.n.rally be r.ll.d upon. Vban
.veryon. Is sUDnlng th._elv•• out upon the lawn
baslde the lake It doe..n't r.ally ..ttar ..hat'.
happenIng In$ld•. plopie will .njoy th._lv••• It
w111 ba a goocl COD.

But at Ea.t.r the luck ran out. In .pad••. To ay
!lInd th.re was .0 ....ch wrong ..lth thl. conventIon
that lt ..ould flll up con.ld.rably mora spac. than
1 have aV,,"11abl. h.r., but I ..111 hlghllght .0_
of tbe major poInt•.

The locaUon: It •••ms to be a Baccon habit to
.tage th.lr conv.ntions ln hot.l. atl.s fro.
clvl1~_tlon, on th. prtnclpl., One .uppo.... that
no-one would .v.r wtsh to l.av. th. hot.l. V.ll
tbls .0..011. 11k•• to l.av. til.. hot. 1 - • chanS.
of paca, a breath of fresh .1r to cl.ar the h.ad.
a ..ander around loeal book.hops. a _al out, .r.
• 11 vItal to my .njoy_nt of a conv.ntion. At
S.ccon any cbanc. to do that .... a not
partlculerly cheep traln Journ.y. or .n .ven mora
expenslva taxl rld.....ey. I could.n't efford to 150
out. \lhlcb left _ f •• llng tr.pped. Io.. for onc••
and of a wonder. the hotel'. ch••p _.1. _r. both
cheap .nd, Incr.dlbly, .d.lbl•. But you cen't
survtv. 41 ..hoI. _.k.nd on that alon•• aod th.
hot.l·. -.In restaurant would have r.qutr.d a
second .:Irtg.ge just to .nt.r. Bestd.s. I 411_,..
have a crevlng for curry at conv.DtlOD•• and I
DIs...d 1'1. .orely at Deccon. SO, batDg .tuck In th.
hotel l.ft 1M Inclln.d to ba tll-dl.po..d to...rd.
..hat el ....... going OD, and ..hat el•• "a. sotng on
dId nothlng to l ..prov. my!lOod..

The hotel Itself i., 1 bali.ve, a .uperb v.nu. for
a conv.ntlon. Thera _y h.va ba.D odd DUralr. of
dlscoDt.nt about th. staff, parUcularly at
br....kfa.t. but in th. _lD th. ones I .ncount.r.d
_re no better and nO worse than 1,1.1,1411 . .lDd the
hotel facll1U.s _r••xc.ll.nt for a large
convention. Unfortunatel,. It .... no't a l.rs.
conv.ntlon. I dld not .xpec't Deccon'. IIUch vaunt.d.
organls.tlon.. l abUtty to l.t th•• down. but 1t
did. and very bad.ly. Jlo.t notably th.,. .e••d.
totally unprepar.d for th. eff.ct. of tha
\/orldcon. In any worldcon year It 1. tradltlonal,
Indeed inevitable, that th. Eastercon 101111 ba
.ma.ller than 1,1.1,1.1. But Deccon s.e. to have
decld.d that theIr Eastercon would ba larger thaD
usu.l. pr.sulllllb1y dra ..lug people In by an effort
of ..111 alone. 51nc. !lOst pot.ntlal .ntraDts would
natur.. lly ba sevlng the_.lve. for th. world.coD,
1'11I .urprlsed that the _s.qu.rade attracted a.

_IIY •• 9 .Dtr.nts••v.ryon••1......d .urpri..d
it..... so ._11. And thay _n.t .h.ad ..1 tb 6 ­
coun.t th••, .i.! - .tr.a. of proSra.-1nS, .nd
.e._d .urpri..d ..h.n _t Ite_ attract.d DO !lOr•
than a handful of peopl.. Ev.n .:Ir. lud.lcrous,
th.y tnslst.d On U.iDg avary ona Of the hot.l's
va.t hall.. Vlth a S0nd proporUon of the
att.nd••• per_n.ntly lock.d. away in th. dark of
an un.nd.lng !lID progr._. tb. ra.t of us r.ttl.d
around in a hot.l .....r.l ti_. too larg. for 1,1 •.
It would have r.quir.d no .cr. thaD a 1lttl •
ing.nuity and Inv.ntlv.n.ss to .hut off part of
tha hotel. which would at l.ast hav. Slv.n the
r ••t of tha CODv.ntton a !lOr. unlfl.d f •• l, but
tbl. n.ver happen.d.. U.tng a hall th.t can _at
500 for an ....nt that .ttract. 20 i. a _dn.s.
that hardly Insptr.. or r.aa.ur.. .lther
panalll.ts or audl.DC.; but .,v. that .a_ pan.l
and the __ audIence to a ....ch .llIllll.r roclD and
you have an .v.nt that worlrs. But Baccon .e.....d
..t OD tha notion that th. bigg.r th. hall the
batt.r til.. progr._. In oth..r thiDS. tb.. plaDntng
....d. half-cock.d a. _11, who In th.lr riSht
alnd would. try to .taga a Fan Rooa progra_ iD a
pl.c. that ...rve••• the _iD .ntr.Dc....y to th.
COn Sar?

If th. orgaDl ...Uon "'a. poor. th. progra..... wes
wors•. Thl. la, .nyway. th. traditional _ak point
of Saccons, ..b.r. th.y .re not above r.-u.tng
th.lr prevlous programme ..ith a fa .. d..corative
.It.rations. But what wa. infllct.d upon u. at
Bast.r ...._ to have baan cODcoetad ..1th bar.ly a
fllck.r of cr••Uvity. Th.y _r. lucky In th.lr
Gu••t of HODour. X.ith Robart. t. a Soocl and
a...lng .peek.r and. .... ".c.llant value all
_.k.nd. Th.,. _r. luckl.r .Ull t .. tb. last
atnut. arriv.l of a.ne Volf•. But n.lth.r ..a. put
to Int.resttDg or tnnovative 1,1_. An.d thouSh I
kDOW th.t sei.nca flctlon is a cl.ar vota lo•• r at
lLt..tercon bld.dl ng ••••10n•• an Be.t.rcon progralllll!l
that avoids all r.fer.nc. to th••ubj.ct i ••uraly
a llttle off baa.. In.t.ad _ got an .xc••• of
ga••, leading on at laast on. occa.ton to tbe
ludicrous sltuatloD of on. ga. baing schadul.d.
I_dlat.ly aft.r .noth.r. They bad, •• I _yo .tx
str.allS of progra~ng, tb.y had not the Id..as to
fl11 on. str.all.

In f.ct. oth.r than an ••c.l1.nt Gu.st of HODour
.pe.ch, .nd ODe occ••lon in whlcb I found ay•• lf
addre•• lnS .....t ••cbolDg, all.d dllliUlly .apty
hell. the only tbtng. I Can ra...bar about th..
DeCCOD progra_ are thr•• Itella ..htch thr.at.ned
lrr.parabl. h.r.. to Ba.t.rcoD...... kno.. th.lIl.
Ona "a. an attampt to Impo•• an Ea.t.rcon ch.rt.r
whlch. aftar a faw ••n.ible but hardly world­
.hatt.rtng td.... '-Th.r. wtll ba an Ea.t.rcon-.
-Ea.t.rcoD 1. til.. annu.l BrlU.h S:;1.nc. PICtion
COnventioD-), .aa_d Itlt. an att.apt to tll'pO_ the
Ida•• of a f ... upon th. r ••t of us. They .v.n got
a. far •• trylng to dlct.t...hat .hould be on th.
progre-.e. whiCh I found. lntol.r.ble. Let'. f.c.
U. ao_thlDS 11k. th. GoH 1& a sood. tradlUon ..t
Ea.t.rcon., but It 1a an honour, and 1 f th..
co!lJll1 tt.. f ••l. thar. i. no-on. worthy of the
honour why .lIould. th.y ba saddl.d ..lth th. probl.m
of h.vlng to provld.e ona? ADd IIUch tb. sa_ can be
.ald of qu1t. a lot of tha other thing.. tbat one
._11 group "a..d Int.nt upon 1Dposlng. At last,
tb.snkfully. th...hoI. thlng fell through.

A pit,. th. __ C.DDOt be _ld for the two bidding
__lon.. I have no coapl.int ov.r th...l.ctlon
of Pollycon. though I "a. di.turbad that the
audl.nc...._d to flnd th••or_seon cl.I. that
It ..e. prl_rl1y about sel.Dce fictlon ellti.t .. nd
un_lco_ to th. _jorlty of .tt.nd.es of the
'annual Brltl.h S:;l.nca Ftctlon Conv.ntlon·;
wh.reas the Follycon bid, "hich mad. not a .ingle
_ntlon of selence flctlon. sail.d through ...Ith
n.v.r 41 volc. rals.d agaln.t It. Pin•• I'll .ttll
ba .'1. Follycon. But th. blddlng for th. Hl69
Ea.t.rcon dld dl.turb _. It ...s a one-hor_ rac.,
and ..1til. people reluct.Dt to hold the biddlng
.._ion ov.r uDtll n.xt year. the ..hoI. thing was
.. for.gone cODclu.lon. But the d.bat. about the



bid ..... _t uns.-ttiing. Sl.lgg••tion. by .,_If .nd
otber. tbat tb. jo...rn.y to J.r••y In..ol ......lth.r
gr••t ••pen•• (c... rr.Dtly t.e2 r.t ... rn troll. London.
O... r LIOO tram Gl••sow), or • t.rry cro••lng of 12
hour. (to which you can add up to " hour. tr..... 1
to the port ....n troll. h.re on the Soutb Co.sot In
FOlke.ton.) provok.d howl. ot prot••t. tt ....... ld
to be patronising to the poor. the north-south
divide w•• lI.Y.teriously r.l_d. V.ll. tho•• howl.
won the d.y, hut tor OnC. I .11 going to ha..e to
11.1•••n Sastercon. i Just c.nnot atford. those
e.tr. two d.ay.. All I can _y 1.. thank Sod the
..hole pal....r pro.ok.d .noth.r )(a.icon tor Kay
1989. P .... l UDCa.id

s:n. III - 1-4 JIIIy, ad.lpbi Rotal. Li..rpool.

This annu.l conv.nUon, h.ld In by, t. the _In
Star Tr.k conv.ntion, .lthouSh th.r••1'••_ll.r
on•••t oth.r tl ••. Attend.nca thl. ya.r, tor tha
23rd Brl U.h St .. r Trell: Conv.ntlon, ..... ~OO+

Th.re ..... no lacll: ot .nt.rt.ln_nt In the _In
hall (doubl1ng a. a cin... ) snd. two ..ld.o roo...
31 of tb. TV Star Tr.1I: .pt~•• _re .hown, tb.
Star Tr.1l: tllms Tb. Io'ratb Qf XbaD. and. Tb. S.arcb
fQr Spec. <the flr.t Sl.. ie i.n't .hoWl\ becau_ it
.....uch • dlsoa.t.r), and te.ture 1'11_ such a.
StllnlllJn. Ladybaw... Enft-Y JUnft. Oth.r 'cult'
.nt.rt.in_nt .....hown, .uch •• Dr lr'lIo, Bl•••• ",
OUt.r Limt., TwilIght Zena .nd Thund.rbIrd•. On.
of tbe acst popul .. r itallllii 1••l ....y. tha Blooper. ­
out-tak•• troll. the old ••1'1••.

Th••apha.i. ot the whole _.II:.nd .... to b.... fun.
St .. r Tr.1l: t.n. do not t.k. It too _rlou.ly••nd
the tlr.t to l.ugh .t the ridiculous. Vid.o. and
tll...tart.d early ••cb d.y .nd tini.hed aft.r a
lI.idnight, thera waso a dl.co and a tancy dr.llli
party (..i tb so_ very good co.tu... on the theme
of .yth. and L.gendll), dra_ COII.patltlon, quiZ,
auction and .dult auction (110_ zlne. are not tor
young .y.so). If that ....n·t .nouSb. th.r. waso
alw.y. tb. bar - or how about on. of the Xltnson
hunt.? A tew people waora unitor.. - so_ In the
old .tyl., .0.. in the n nd th.r. _r••v.n •
fe .. IClin.gon•. All COlltu ara carafully _d. frolll
patt.r. and ••bellish.d ..ith In.lsnt. ex.actly the
_ .. a. tbose worn in the ftl_ - sadly only.
v.ry f.w people lII!lnag.d to 10011: a. 6mart and
II.1lit.ry •• Captain Kirll: and ht. cr....

To go alone to an ST Con 1. no h.ndlcap. Ev.ryon.
i. fri.ndly .nd th.y hat. to sea .o_one on their
0>1'11. log. i. no hindranca - th.r••re chi1dr.n and
pen.lon.r. at tba con•. In tact., 111<. the Unlt.d
F.d.ratioD of Plan.t•• DO one car•• who you ar••
whai you are or ..hat '01,1 10011: lik.!

Xy _In crlUci•• wa. the hot.l. It wa. cold, the
tood _. a ..ful a.nd tha _r ..ica "lrtually non­
.d.t.nt. Th. bar .tatt ch..rg.d • ...rl.ty of
pric•• for drlnll:. until a cOII.plaint wa. _d. to
t.he hot. 1 _n.g.r.

Jall.Dil'er CObbtDg

'antanle LItar.tura h•• ba.n deallng In SF .nd
fanta.y slnc. l~"O. the bu.ln 6tart.d by
SiSln Gosd.n. who ran it aingl.-h.nd.d for thr....
y.ar. balor. being Joln.d by Andy Rlch.rd•. Sll1.On
.xplaln. hi. II.OUvatlon. Cor .ntllrlng tb. tt.ld_r. to "To cOllbln. pl.aaure with the pro.pect at
_k1ng a l1ttl. ca&h to buy booll:. for .,.••If. 1
.1.0 ..ant.d to contrlbut••o_thing to booll: people
In g.naral; h.nce the cbattyh, infonDl and. I
hope, .ntartaialn.g U.ts. Th. protlt acU .... 1.
t~rtant b ... t not our ral.an d'.tr•. "

.... not.d before In thl. coluaD. ..ny book.hope _
Includlng 110_ apeci.l1.t. - ha ... ba.n II:nown to
ellploy .t.tf ..ho.e uDd.r.tanding of their .ubJ.ct
1. 1••• than perf.ct. <Or l.so. than cOII.p.t.nt In
..xtr._ cas•• ). Thiso rar.ly appll •• to II1II.11 order
coapani •• , whiCh by th.lr nature t.nd to be run by
on. Or two people wholl8 bu.lll••• a ..plr.tlon. h.ve
grown out of th.ir .nthu.iali.. StllOn and Andy
typify tbl. approach. Both hav. bean r ••d.ra of
SP. t.llt••y and ..c.bra fiction ".inc. the year
dot". In SiSln'. word., .nd ... th.lr prl_
funcUon •• ". Conc.ntratlng on bulldtD3-Up a
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good. .... 111US list of cll.nts ..ho .r. lapp,. ..lth _st.rs of the horror g.nr.' ll.ln. litchlson.
our style ."d the qu.11t,. of book. 011 off.r.- Thi. Calq)be1l. s..rk.r••tc.-
.hould be the .i. of .11 the best d••1.r•.

F."t..stfc LJt.ratur.·. catalogu••• which appe.r
..lth r.fr••hlng regularIty, no" r.nk a.:lng the
_t cOllpr.h.n.l". of .ny of the UK d.al.re. Th.y
• r••1.0 attr.ctlve bec.u•• of the 11.tlnp .r.
splced wi tb hI t. and bob. of n._ .nd go•• lp, and
h. occasional competition. Ther.·. hu.:>ur too ­
th.y rec.ntly off.rd • copy of Ian McGr.gor·s Tb.
En••Jes ~JtbJn, d.scribl"g It a. -an alt.r".t.
f .. nta.y no".l of tbe II.$n.r.· .trlk. of 11184/5-.

I g.t th. iapr.sslon th.r. 1. a .l1gbt tr.nd a_,.
froll SF in the coll.ctor· rk.t. 1 ••k.d Si~n

Gosden .bout tbl. alld be Inclln"" to agree -
-I ha". notic.d • d.finit ing to f.ntas,. .nd
o.rt. F.nt••y. - H. off.r. the oplnlon tlat
-Po.sibly tbi. Is .n indlcation of the pe••lai.a
..i tb wbich peopl. vi ... the futur•. - H••dd. tlat
-hard- SF i. curnilnt .e111ng .lowly.

Guy II Smi th concur.; - I ••• tbe horror _rket
l.adlng the field, both in n.w and .econdhand, for
.Ollle y.ar. to come.· Of course, there ....y be a
• _11 .l._nt of s.lf-lnt.r.st il1 thl••tat._nt
as Guy 15 ptIrhaps be.t kne"'D a. the prol1fic
author of sucb JIlllcabr. fantasy nov.l••• ~erewol.t

by IJgbt. Tb• • uckJZJ8 Pit .nd lfJ811t D.t tbe er.bs.
.acng ....ny Dtb.rs. Vltb hi. wlf. J ••n, h. al.o
find. tbe tl_ to run .....11 ord.r ..rvlce c.ll.d
Black HJIl Books. sltu.t.d in • be.utlful pa.rt of
tb. countr,. On tbe Soutb Shropsblr./V.l.h bord.r.

Booksell1Dg 1. just one of a nuaber of activiti••
gOlDg on at Billek HJJl, wblch 1••ctu.11y a bou••
.urrounded by a 716 IIcre ._llboldlng. For t.n
y••rs the SmUh.· ba". be.n leading tbe -good
11fe- th.r•. Th.y grow lOO~ organlc crop. and k•• p
II "lIrl.ty of IInl_1., including gOllt•• turkey••
guinea fowl lind donk.y•. They .upport tbe_elve.
by .e11lng natural produce. Guy'. wrlUDg inco_
lind the book buslnes5.

Glven bl. reputlltion a•• -horror- wrlter, you
could be forgl".n for a55uII.$US h. deal.
...clusively in that t,.pe of Ilt.r.ture. In tact.
bis stock, ..hleh conc.ntr.t.•• On flr.t .dltlon.
fro. the Illt.h e.ntury to t.h. pre..nt. raog•• fro.
SF/fanta.y to juvenllla .Dd coll.$c.. Al thougb
.s••ntl.lly 11 ord.r operatiOn. vl.ltors .r.
fr.@ to vi tb. stock - and avail the_I"•• of
the plea.ur•• of the country.ld. - provldlng tb.y
wrlt. or rlng In advall.c. to _1<••• app01Dt_nt.
Guy and J ••n ar. ill. tb. proc... of puttlll.g
t.og.ther a selection of ••eondb.nd alt.rnatlv.
11 t.styl. books -. for the ben.tt t of eU5to_ra
Int.rest.d .noush In our way of lit. to vls1t u•. ­
Be.rlog In .Iod that tho.. wbo k.ep donk.y. ju.t
can't be bad peopl., • "1.1 t to Black HJ 11 II.$gbt
be • good day out tor JtatrJx r ••d.r...I th tl_ to .
• par•.

F.ns o! HP Lov.cr.ft aod tbe Ctbulhu Mythoc school
ot fant ...y in g.n.r.l will _lco_ tb. advell.t of
n.soD ~. It IItarted In J .. nu.ry or thl. ye.r
.nd I. the .010 .ffort of Carl Ford, ..ho has
.lr.ady publi.h.d 16 l_u•• of ." lapr••• lv. HPL
fan:zin. e.lled Dagon.

Dllgon Pr.sll deal. .ol.ly ID .....11 pr•••
publle..tione d.voted to Lov.craft and tb. eot.rle
ot writ.r. loos.ly - .nd so_what .rbltrarlly ­
br..ck@t.d with hll1, IncludIng Brl.n LUD1.y. LIn.
Cart.r. Cllv. Bark@r .od tb. _t .eeolq)ll.h.d Of
our 1>4rk F.ll.t••,. ...ponent.., Ra_.y c.llpbe11. All
of the t.ltl •• on after ar. n.w. or coll.ctors'
it".. of r.cent origin. Jtost of the _t.rl.l III
US-Import.d. _IDly troa outfit. 11k•••cronOlilcon
Pr••••nd oth.r ..... t.ur publlsb@r•.

P.rbaps not surprlilingly. Carl Ford 1. anotb.r
d.aler "ho bell.v•• tb. futur. will ••• a acv.
a ..ay frail. SF. H. obs.rv•• -Th. dir.ctlon at tb.
....rket I. deflnlt.ly Dart. F.nt••y. I e .. n ••••
.urg. 111. 5_11 pr...s It._ r.latlng to the IIlOd.rn.

DegDtJ Pr••• I ••n .....apl. of a ._ll-scal••ffort
pecull.r to our field. ln tb.t It' •• t ..n proj.ct
ID tb. be.t ••n_ ot the word. Carl does Il.ot r.ly
aD 1t a. a _In sourc. of Inco_ - b•••rn.••
l1ving by ....rkll1g tor a prlotlog plat. ....k.r
company - and tb. int.ntlon 1. to provld. a
ser"ic. tor 11k.-lIIlnd.d .nthu.1a.t•.

Plnally _ co_ to Panta.y centre, whleb diff.r.
froD the oth.rs In bel"g both .... 11 ord.r and .bop.
t .hou1d d.cl.ra an lot.r••t .t thl. polot.
FlIntaay c.tJtre 1. eo-own.d by T.d Ball and o.v.
<tlbsoll.. who for_d th.lr parto.rablp lD t.h. early
_v.Dtl••. At. that U_ I lad • booksbop 10 V••t
1.oodon c.l1.d &:x:Ikeod., .Il.d for • ,.•• r or .0 T.d
and Dav. .har.d the prell.$"., running an
.utODO.:>U. cOllp4ny c.ll.d Book.tJd. SeJene. Flint••"
S41rvJ<::.. Thla ..a. tb. ...d fro. ..hlch Fant••"
CetJtre gr.... to beco_ one of today'. acr.
r.5pt1cted and .bl. .peclal1.t outl.t •.
(Colncldllnt..lly, JOhD Eggl1ng. ..ho _nt on to
.stabl1.h Pbant ..__gDrfa Book_, was anoth.r
d@Dlz.n of our crowd.d ba.__n.t. Th. tt.ld I •
iDe••tuoua If nothing els•. )

.I.nyway. 1'. pl••••d to have be.n a ••ocl.t.d,
bo_v.r t.nuoual,.. wl th • bu.ln._...hlcb h•• gone
00 to .chl."•• reputation for It II depth ot
nowl.ds. and bon••ty - 10 • tt.ld not al ..ay.
not.d for tb... attrlbut••.

It a .....l'•• _ tlat ...ith d ••l.r••nd coll.etor.
eoablus .".r,. pos.lb1••oure. or OP sel.nc.
ttcUon In the l.nd. people 11k. Ball and Gibson
can .t111 co_ up with the good•. Book ttndlog has
beeo_ e.tr._ly cOllpetltlv. 10 tb. l ••t d.c.d. or
110. and th••ituation I. eOllpllc.t.d by .. Sen.r.. l
belt.f .. lIOng the unlnfor_d th.t .v.rytbJtl6 I.
valuable. Fa"ta.y c.ntr. provld....n ...c.ll.nt
....rch _rvie. .nd 1. pa.rtlcul.rly atrong on
r.t.r.nc.....t.rlal .od _g.l'ln... Th.y al.o carry
• I1ne of OP my_t.ry aDd d.t.ctlv. ttctton.

I·v. be.n In the poslUon of botb buy.r and _ll.r
w1th Fanta." Centr• • 11d lave no coaplaint••bout
.y tr.at_nt. Sadl,.. t C.Il.· t _y the __ for .0_
oth.r d.al.r. I' VII co_ across.

Consid.rlng tb. pivotal r61. of the .peci.l1at
d••l.r. in scl.nc. fiction t'lI .urprl••d bow
l1ttl••ttentlon 1. paid to their .etl"IUes by
r ••der••nd faoli. A. far aa I know, Store ~ar_ I.
th. flr.t .yste_t1c att.llpt to t.k. 800 ov.rvl.w
of t.h. Indu.try. And It 1. an Indu.try...Ith .0_
esU-.t•• putUDg th. nUlaber of d••l.r. Ill. the UJ(
at _11 o".r • hundr.d. Of eour_ th. -.jorlty of
tb._ are __II oper.torli. but. th.lr tot.1
turoov.r ....t be .nor~u•.

Up to now I'v. f •• tur.d bu.ln••_. t s:on.ld.r to
be dolng • S0ed job and worth,. ot r.co.-ndaUoo.
Most deal.r•• being f.o. tb._lve•••r. eOllpet..nt
aDd •• rv. tb.lr cu.to_r. _11. But .0_ are not
.0 good. A f.w .r. downright dl.hon••t. In otb.r
r@t.all ••ct.or. or prof••llloo. tb.r. 1. u.ually
.0De r.pr•••ntativ. body to which the publ1c c.n
.ppeal. There I. 00 .uch orgall.i ••Uon In this
tteld.

Perhaps _ cao b.lp t.o .xpose the blad deal.r. In
thl. colu ... , If _ Can t.hlnk of a _,. to do It
without 1.Ddlng ua a1-1 Ill. court tor l1bel. 1 _nt
to b.ar fro. you It you have be.1l. poorly tr•• t.d
Or rlpped off by a d.al.r. Equ.lly. I aa open to
.uSg••tioll.. 00 d••l.r. you c.n co....nd to "trJx
r ••d.rll and would 11ke to _. eov.r.d her•.

In any .v.nt, perbaps It'. ti_ for Stor..."r. to
beeo_ ju.t • l1ttlll IIOr. cont.ntious. I c.rtainly
want to addr... ..id.r 111.u... For .xalapl •
artittcial rarity and mark.t manipulation - which
ha". r.acb.d an In.ane l.v.l In the coaic. and



.,;Ivle ...,;Irebl1la IUrket;. in pa.rtlcular - ar.
&re.s I llltend .ll:ploring. Llke..i •• It; -.ight tMo
int.restlng to look at proUt _rgln., pricing
pollcies and dollar conv.rsl0n rat.s. Does htrJx
have VbJcb:"-l1ka tunct;ion to fulUI a. far as t;h.
daal.r .. ara conc.rned? 00 .thtcs have any part to
play in tha SF _rketplac•. Writ. and let u. know.

Yb..n requ••t;lng catalogua., don't forg.t
.nclose a staDpad, self-addr.ssed .nv.lope.

FantastIc LJt.ratur.: :25 Avondal. Road, Rayl.igh,
as.. ll:, SSt> &_J <0:26&) 747564

Black Htll Book.., ne Vain 80u.., Black Hill.
Clunton, CraveD Ar_, Shropshire, ST7 OJD CIUD
(058-84.) 551

DagQIl Fre_: Varwick Road, Tw1ck.Dllaa,
lIiddl••ex, TV4! 6SV 01-1194. 6869 <The HPL
_gazine Dagon is availabl. at L6 tor a y.ar' •
• u't>acriptlon of Ll for a .ampl. is.ue. Pric••
include po.talS.)

F"nt".y Cantra: 157 Holloway Road, London,
01-607 9433 (Shop and lUll order).

London's ForbJdd.n planat bookshope look set to
.,;Iva Int;o larg.r pr.at... at the end of this ,..ar.
The pr.sent _hope in Dan_rk St and St Gil•• '
Clrcus hav. long been considered too __II for tbe
volu_ of cu.tomers who pas. tbrough the., and a
ne.. venue ba. tMlen a prlori ty for ..veral y.ar•.
At tbe .,..nt it isn't cl.ar if the tWQ branch••
will be r.unit.d undar on. roof. On. of the maln
t;horoughfar•• in tha V••t Bnd. - po.sibly .....
Ox:ford St - i. the alm. V. can axpect an official
aDnounce_nt in July.

Stan _lcholl.

As luck WQuld have it, having type_t Stan'.
artlcle I i.-diataly ca.. across a l.tt.r from
Jl.lIlcollll Kinn.ar. drawing., attention to a_II
ord.r Urll call.d Bedlalll. d.aling ln TV and ttl.
_rchandl•• , n.w and s.condhand. Jl.lIlcolll says -I
f ••1 th.y d.s.rve _ntion. .inc. in My
transaction. with them tb.y have shown t;b.lllS.lve •
• upr._ly h.lpful and accolllllOdating.•at;urally, I
have no conn.ction with the firll .xcept a_ a
satisfl.d customer. An .xcell.nt range <it
:~:w::~. Vt:.l:S~~~)., prollpt and friendly .....vlc.,

The addr••s Is Bedla., PO Iku< 15:2, ..lbou......
n.rby. DB7 lW, and th.y cov.r the follOWing
cat.gori•• : B, C, D, H. J

{A - I..,crt COllies, B - Back issu. co.ic., C ­
fU. and tv books and IUgazln.s, D - _rchandise,
B -SF/fanta.y: sel.ctloll, F - SF/fanta.y;
.peciali.t, G - mail order, J - standing
ordsr/r.ssrvations ll;.. rvic.l

Da_ Hodsoa, tMltter known too many 1t!JtrJx readsr.
a. my pr.d.c•••or In ths .ditorial hot..at. ha.
r.c.ntly lsft Titan Book. and 1_ ..tt;lng up
business on his own account, selling US
hardcovers, and not ju.t; SF and fanta.y. For tho..
of us st;arv.d of AJRrlcan childr.n·. books and
datactlve fiction Dav. could _11 turn out too be
the _n to •••. Cont.ct hlM at 104 Dabd.lll.
Glouc.&t.r RoIId. Tott..a.laa., LaDdoa rI.

K:ar.nna Fry ha. wrltt.n to corr.ct; t;h. addrsss ...
gave for XarSlITet Perry in 'the l ••t; Star. Yars. It
i. now 46 Tafr Vay. Til.buTllt., hading. RG3 :28....
Tal: 0734 4:28465. Coincld.ntally, It would aa.m
frail Karenna's letter that Jl.lIrgar.t Perry al.o
daal. in d.t.ctiv. fictlon.

Furth.r to ay reque.t. for infor_tlon about; 8ye
ta t.b. PJT&a1d and I"arilou& Dr...... I'v. r.c.iv.d
lnfor_tlon froa a nuatMlr of aourc.s to _y that
both ara no long.r trading. I'd appr.ciat. tt If
peopl. would al.o l.t _ know about the d.lli .. of
bustnas... , In ord.r too k••p the li.t up to dat •.

C E .ur.e and H J Thornton cOllprl•• the .o_what
surprl.1ngly na_d Peapod. BookG and do a
secondhand-.f-by-1IIll41 11.t. with about ~OO hundrad
titl.s at; pr.sant. .,.tly paperback. Cont;act:
Peapod Book., 49 Station Rd. Haxby, York, Y03 6LU

l'vs al.o tMl.n told by JUke BralZl that secondhand
SF caZl tMo found at Che.ter Porua Jl.lIrk.t. 1I01d
Indoor l'brk.t aZld Vr.ahaa Jl.lIrk.t if you'r. around
t;hat; way.

Brl.f na_ check to t.n Brooke. for also 1sttlng
_ know about; The Gall.ry and S1I:,rack Books. and
to John COZlZlOr for 11>toratng _ tbat th.. Sh.ft1eld
Spac. c.ntr. ha& aDv.d:

Sb.ft1ald Spac.. c.ntr., 33 Th. Vick.r. SbsfU.ld,
S2 4.HL. A, B, C, D, F, G, J

aZld apologis& to t;h. persall who
l1kswi_ about For.v.r Psopl.:

Por.v.r P.opl., 35 Park St;, Brt.tol .
• , B. C. D. p. J

And., la.tly. this .,;I1lt;h·. speclal offer ts that
t· a happy to mak. cople.. Qf t.h. coapl.t. book
It&t. aval1abl. to any r.ader wbo wants th•• for
the prlc. of a 1st cla.& IIIItalip plu. a .tallped
addr••••d .nv.lope, and a little bit of patl.nc.
while I arrange photocopyillg.
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THB &SSOC u.TI Olf VBOSB TBBTB ¥DB ALL K1.&CTLY ALI D

By Tarry Broo_

One. upon III 1.1_ thars was aD ....oet.tlon tel"
actanca fiction. Ba_d III III place calle¢ If.g­
Britain, In • __11 hou_ in the "tropolla, It
had five _atlera aDd • pr••ldeat. The pr••ldant
vl ..aly -:lvad to Sri Lanka whara aclanca f.lctloll
wa.. taugbt In schoola, picked up _tly literary
prl"'." and ..... recognl ••d as II •• rloua literature
because tails oval" tbara battled. vaTy hard to k••p
SF al1va and to encourag_ proaialng na'" talent.

III .ao-Brtt.ill, SF _. bought under tile counter
becau_ no-ona wanted to be causbt _IUn! or
buytll8 such III cbtlcl.1ah and unpopular sanra. It __
unpopular bee.u.. fans had beall too apathetic to
encourage SF r ••pectabillty and na" wrltera.

Four of. the _abers of tile lfBSFA wera holding ..
eland.aUne _attng. The chalrlll4n had _nt a not.
apologlsing for his a~.nc. (agaln). Th. oth.rs
_r. not 1I0111fi.d, th.y _r. sur. h. COuldn't be
both.r.d to att.lld, but all agr••d thla.gs _r.
beglllning to look up. -At. l.ast. he wrote allOt.
this Ume." _ld Karin, the .dUor of btrJ;If.

Tbe _ ..l)e,rshlp ..c:r.tary allnoullc:.d t.h. II...
_lIber., -\f.ll, .r, ac:tu.lty th.r. ar.n·t any.- H.
sat down, flu.t.red and ashamad. He r ••",ber.d
..hen 'lb. JBSFA dld v.ry _11, but apathy bad tak.1l
root and _lIber. began to think the as.oclatioll
..a. run by milllonalr••. Brotb.r Alldr... , editor at
FlJp-r~ek Jllf.rno r.ported, -Tbe last i_u.
c:ontalned oilly on. book r.vl ... - .vell foreign
pUblishers won't _nd their books all,. 8Ore.- Then
Z••dltor of V.etor. _ld, -As oilly our presldent
Is "illing to be lntervl._d. and _'ve already
done that ln the last 10 lsGuee, there's no Vector
tbl. tlme.- Finally lIorln added: "KatrJx cOlltalne
10 pages of for.lgn n..... supplied by our
pr.sldent. but th. typewriter alld dupllc:ator have
both broJl..1l doWl:l so I've only thls one ~nd­

wrl tten cop,.."

Tbe .mhersblp _cretary slghed: "So tbat's it
th.n.- They nodded. "I r.ally dOll't _e .IlY polnt
ln ••Ung Il.Xt. y.ar, do you?" Tb.y ahook th.lr
heads. "Jot worth th. bother. Is It. - 1I0rln alld
Andre.. started to cry. Z ..aU.d. -At least _ g.t
to _et each other once a year, - one of tbem sald.
and at tbat th.y brlgbt.ned.

In a far-flung alternatlve r.al1ty. in 'ull­
Brltaln. ln a publ1&bing house ln 'lb. htropol1s,
'50 people _r. busy produclng tbe n.xt _UlllS of
the 'BSFA. Ev.ry day sacks of 11I411 arrlv.d. A t.a.
.orted lt into pU... for the .dltors, _lIberehip
s.cretary, c:halrlllan. Orblt.r co-ordinator,
Infor_tlon Officer .nd Cluto. Liaieon Offic.r.
Anoth.r t open.d tbe l.tters, pass.d on so_,
wrote repll to otb.r... thanking 'lb•• for tb.ir
support and .ncouraging tb.lI to writ••gain.

Th••ditors _r. busy pr.paring 'lb. _ilings.
..hlch tb.n _nt to producUon st.ff for lay-out
and types.ttlng. print.r•• collator... and finally
tho....ho put it Into .nvelopa .. and gave 1t to 'lb.
pOlOtlll4n. All On the good..111 of th.. 50 et.ff ..bo
_re not pald for th.lr work and ..ho oft.n put ln

th.lr own IKIn.y. Daeaul&. 'lb. a&sociation wa. run
by a buncb of tlr.l .... millionair••.

Tb. JllSPA did ..0 _11 beeaus. its ••bers r.alis.d
SO_ODe bad to actu.ll,. write the l.tt.ra :t.atur.d
in 'lb. _S.:z:in.... Tb. '50 at.ff _r. too bus,. to do
.11 'lb. writing th•••lv.a, 'lb.,. .11 bad full-ti.
Jot. of th.ir own and alr.ad,. spent _IlY al••pl.ss
nights wor1l:1ng for tbe fllSFI. - but tb.y would
rath.r work than sl••p due to the r._rds of "lb.
Job. th. int.r.st 'lb•••ber...bel_d, the ay_patby
fro.. tb.ir read.r•.

Ae a r.eult. "lb. I'BSPA _ •• roaring .uc:c:•••. But
its proud.st aehi.v._nt _. 'lb••acouras••nt of
n.w Brlti.b wrlt.ra at • ti_ ..b.n "lb. lndu ..try
....d.d thi. inj.ctieln of origlllal1ty.
iave..Uv.n._ .nd fr...b .nthu.l•••. British SP _s
in • boo. y.ar.

In r •• llty. th. BSPA is rUIl by a b.lldful of far­
fro.....rlch people worklllg: fro. th.ir bOIRs ..lth "lb.
b.lp of a hand:tul o:t otb.rs. Vl tbout 'lb•• tb.r.
wouldn't be a BSPA. Articl.s, r.vi._ and l.tt.r..
ar.n· t _Slc1l:.d out of tbin air. Tb. BSFI. deesll't
bav. typists. r.c:eptionlst.a, roo_ full of .ag.r
writ.rs with tb.ir poc1l:.ts ..tuff.d full of
_t.rlal for Its publ1caUeln•.

Suppo..lng: this handful of peopl. d.cld.d tbey
wouldn't both.r doing any .,r. work for the
A...ociation. "Tb.r. ar. a coupl. of tbou ..and
••bers out tb.r.,- th.y mgbt _yo -that's many
U ... our nu.ber. Tb.y'll _naS•. V.·ll l.t tbe.
g.t on ..lth it tbis tI_." Y:hat do you t.bin1l: would
bappen? Tau WOD't g.t a tbing, YelU s.,.? Y:hy not?
Dacau... Do-on. ha. writt.n all,.thlag. SO ..by
bav.n't yolP. Don't tbin.1l: you're up to it7 V.ll.
I'. dallln.d c.rtain .t lea.t a hundr.d of you could
wr1t. bett.r r.vi._ tban I. You Join.d the BSPA
a. a consu_r, you say? How long bav. YelU be.n a
_.ber? You -.J&t .IlJoy It. th.n. g.t so_tbing out
of it. Tau do? So ar.Il't you going to f ••1 sorry
..ben It'. h.r. nO 10DSer? I.nd. ar.n't you SOiDg to
f •• l Ju.t a llttl. SU11t.y bacau.. you know if
you'd writt.n 'lb. odd l.tt.r or r.vi .... or _nt in
ao_ art, you could bav. _v.d "lb. A_oci.tion?

One per"oll can't _k. tbat -.Jcb diff.r.nc:., you
••y. But tb.r. are tbousand. of you! Or don't you
care about .ncouraglng British SF? Ar. you r.ally
that apatb.tic? Tb••dltors won't mad r.c:.ivillg
duplicat.d. co_nt., .v.n the odd .bort not•. Just
_ying ,.OU 1111:.d or di.ll11:.d so_thing. .v.n
..Ubout a r.ason, t.U,.. "lb•• th.ir work i. r.ad,
'lb.,. are heading la. 'lb. right dir.ction, or .1_
crapping up.

Pictur. tbla' ,.elu'r. ill dark roo•• bandlng out
pUl .. tel tblluaand.. of indlvidual•. You kno.. "lb.
p11la ..111 kUl bet_en '5 and g5" of tho....bo
ta1l:. "lb... Tau .r. not .llo_d to a.c.rtain
..h.th.r "lb. pl11 will 1I:ill any i ..dlvidual unl.,.. ..h.
or sh. _y••o_tbing. Tbee. who don't ...11: ar. the
on....bo don·t wrlt. into the BSPI.: .Ild it doe.n't
11:111 tb••, it 1I:ll1a "lb. peopl. _nut.c:turing th.
pll1s and di.tribut.ing 'lb•• in dar1l:.Il.d roo_: It
1I:Ul. the A_ociation.

I'v••pant ti.. and son.y wrIting tbis bec:au..e I
beU .. v. in the BSFA and "ant lt to conUnu•. Do
you?
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