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WELL, IT FINALLY HAPPENED. AFTER NONTHS OF ONE SMALL STRIKE
after another, we got the big one - a nation-wide
. I'm still not entirely certain how it has affected

at all.
It certainly
earth w

itself, discouraged many people from sending anythi
And 1 can't honestly say I blame anyone for that.

caused a few anxious moments around here &s to how on
were going to manage to send out the next mailing. And even
now the strike is over, it is clear that the postal service is
still sorting out the backlog. We knew for sure that things were

to retrieve another five from the
but we're still swaiting & motley
selection of convention reports, birthday cards and cheques, so
all is still not as it ought to be.

In consequence, getting material for Matrix has not been an
easy task, so 1 apologise if this issue seems a little thin, or
lacking in information anywhere. If it should happen that postal
difficulties arise once more, or If you prefer it anyway, I do
have a fax buresu number, to which materisl can be transmitted.
The number Is 0303 57403, and plesse mark all material For the
Attention of Paul Kincald’, as it's actually his work number,
rather than mine. I'm looking into other possibilities for
receiving material, involving electronic mail and what-have-you

y be that in future, we can, if not do sway with the
necessity for the post, at least mininise the effects of &
further strike. In the mesntime, the usual general plea for
letters, information, reviews, and to students particulerly, to
get some Information about your university or college group to
Keith Mitchell as soon as possible

It is st times ltke this that one is uncomfortably reminded
that, for all the conventions and society meetings, and despite
the telephone, fandom, in sll its many forms, is still primarily
based on the written word, with the more far-flung members of
any soclety relying on their regular mailings to keep in touch,
not to mentfon the individual correspondences. 1 certainly found
something very unnerving sbout not being able to contact
verious friends - not everyone is on the telephone, ard I'm not
very fond of using it anyway.
Of course, the strike provided a ffeld day for manufacturers of
fax machines, in particular, and I was extremely entertained by
notfon that the printed word can never be entirely
superseded by the computer screen and the floppy disk, despite
the assurances we've received within the last ten years, that
the printed word would soon be obsolete.
I unfortunately missed the recent reshowing of a television
programme, made & good few years ogo, which attempted to
predict the future of our world. I gather it was pretty wide of
the mark in some respects, spot on in others. Since then, I've
been wondering about sclence fiction's role in mapping the
future. Perhaps the most famous example of this would have to
be the depiction of life in a space station in 2001: A Space
Odyssey, but if one turns to J G Ballerd, for example, Drowned
World and The Drought depict two scenarios which may have
seemed highly improbable when the novels were published, but
are now coming uncomfortably close to home, in essence if not
in exact detail. Again, it was Ballard's High Rise which first
alerted people to the possible problems of living in tower
blocks. William Gibson's novels open & whole new of
possibilities, in & world which is already turning more and more
to the computer, whilst LeGuin's The Lathe of Heaven dealt with,
other things, The Greenhouse Effect and population
overcrowding. Aldous Huxley's Brave New World Is s reality

One step removed, dystopiss are & constant theme of science
fiction writing, Margaret Atwood's The Hsndmald’s Tale, and
Orwell's Nineteen Efghty-Four being two prominent examples. And
how many novels have you read which discuss the possible

consequences of nuclesr war? And all this before we turn to
the concepts of faster-than-light travel, and the colonisation
of other plenets, unresl at present, but perhaps a possibility
for the far-flung future. The scientific rationale already
exists.

It's been said, before now, that science fiction resders are
probably better prepsred for a nuclear holocsust than anyone
else, simply because they have already explored the ideas
through thelr resding. From that it is a small step to srgue
that we probably have as good an ides es anyone, if not better,
what the future may hold in the way of scientific and
technological developments, not to mention the shifting patterns
of soclety. We've seen it all before, somewhere, in this
literature of ideas.

In that case, though, can we honestly claim that sclence fiction
predicts the future? For my own pert, I think this would be &
dengerous essertion, ltkely to invite ridicule from uninformed
perties whose knowledge of this genre s more limited then
ours. At the same time, I think we can say that science fiction
explores the poss\bil!ues in a way that no other form of
Mterature does. I doubt very much that many of us would be
prepared to vetert that well a1l be 1tving on the Moon by the
year 2000, but equally, I am sure we can all think of something
we have read about, which has attained a degree of reality.

What this is cunningly lesding eround to is sn enquiry into
what members of the BSFA anticipate happening within the next
fifty years. Yes, it's a ploy to encoursge people to write, but
at the same time, given the enormous changes which have occured
within the last few years, it would be Interesting to know how
we envisege the immediate future. For example, 1 still boggle
slightly at the thought that I have many friends who cannot
renember a time when man was not travelling into space, and yet

was young, video recorders and home computers, not to mention
the ubiquitous pocket calculator weren a possibility,
hardly even a dream, and I'm not yet thirty. Your aversge person
on the street had probably never heard of the Greenhouse
Effect, let alone the Ozone layer

So, please, write and tell me how you envissge the world
changing, and if you cen draw analogles with stories and novels,
50 much the better. It will be Interesting to make comparisons.

R

This is the last editorfal I shall write as & lady of leisure
(f this is lefsure, the work just doesn't besr contemplation).
2nd October sees me joining the ranks of the undergraduate
population at the University of Kent. I don't anticipate it
causing any problems with Matrix in fact, I think ft will
encourage me to make a grester effort to meximise my time,
which cen only benefit all concerned the other hand, it
means that I may be a little slow in responding to letters, and
1 shall no longer available on hone during the day,
although Paul Kincald will doubtless take messoges as necessary.

of course options s called ‘An Introduction to
Literature and Sciencer, The reading list includes such well-
known works as Mary Shelley's Frankenstein, Orwell's Nineteen
Eighty-four, Huxley's Brave New World, and other titles familiar
to those interested in the history of written sf. I'd be curfous
to know about other university courses which include components
of interest to sf readers, so plesse let me know if you are
taking, teaching or are aware of any appropriate courses
The deadline for submitting material is

FRIDAY 11th NOVEMBER

Write soon, and write often - of course!
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WALKING ON GLASS
The BSFA Column

3 s
§-r—_~r~ GM=EG
ZAn Extraordinary General Meeting of the BSFA will be held at
§ll-m§-nl-ylln—'lkm in the Royal Angus Hotel,
Birminghan. The purpose of the meeting is:
1. to spprove the Accounts for 1987
2. to change the quorum for & genersl meeting of the BSFA from

15 to 3.
§-EGM¢EOM¢EGM¢EGMCEGMCEGMC
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THE LONDON MEETING

Becest sastiogs st The Flough, Nasmm St, have bem fraught
with problems over Sep

lase with the landlord, end Meureen Porter
&r¢ gobg o crgenies forihcoatng events. o tat the landlord
is  real a shadowy figure, we hope that the
meetings will take on a more substantial air.

To remind people, meetings are being held on the third Thursday
of the month, and commence at approximately 7.30pm, although
the event of the evening will tend to start round sbout 8.30pm.
We are charging 50p entrance to members, and £1.00 to non-
mesbers, who sre extremely welcose, so please bring your
friends. This money s to pay for the hire of the room. We have
received one complaint from  member sbout having to pey this
entrance fee, but 50p seems to be & ressonsble sus to pay for
an evening's entertainment, end no-one else hes complained so
for.

The August meeting festured Alex Stewart, who hes recently
edited an anthology of stories loosely sbout sex in space, to be
published by New English Library, in late 1989, the publication
date having been put back sgain. Although nominally interviewed
by Paul Kincaid, much of the questioning came from the sudience
- interviews at London meetings always seem to be of & very
informal nature, which seems to suit the atmosphere of the
meetings very

We slso held en suction, run by Maureen Porter, which produced
some very silly prices for some very silly books. Also on offer
were some proofs of American peperbecks, not yet available in
this country, & cardboard box, which wes sold for the
princely sum of 5p. A grand total of over seventy pounds was
raised for the BSFA. Many thanks to all those who participated.

The Septenber meet! seemed all set to be a social evening,
although Christopher Evans was due to discuss the writing of
science fiction. Meureen Porter lost a good half inch of
fingernail to nervous chewing, particularly as she had earlier
been sssured that he actuslly was in London. Eventually, wild
scensrios of sppelling accidents were put sside when Chris
arrived, accompanied by Rob Holdstock and Garry Kilworth, who
had been detaining him elsewhere, and the interview went shesd.

Chris's book - Writing Science Fiction, published by A & C Black
- is & plain and straightforward guide to the mechanics of
writing science fiction, and this subject was discussed as some
length, with the proviso that no book can teach you how to
write In any genre, only provide pointers and hints. Chris's
fina] advice to budding authors was to keep writing, and to re-
read and revise work.

- o w we ow
The October meeting will be held on 20th October, at our usual

venue, the upstairs room at The Plough, Museum Street, just
eround the corner from Forbidden Planet in anyone thinks
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that the centre of London really is the back of beyond. We'll be
holding & quiz, .mu-a s vw Think You Know About Sclence
Fiction? So if you do and take part. We want sbout
four contestants, and ihare'l] be s prize for the winner.

The November meeting will be on Thursday 17 November, spesker
to be announced. We'll leaflet the Wellington with details nearer
the day, but turn up anyway, it's sure to be an entertalning
evening.

Suggestions for future speakers, other events would be
gratefully received at the editorial sddress.

In the normal way of things we would hold & Christmas Party as
our December meeting, but we've decided this year we'll give it
o miss. Instead we recommend that people turn up at the
Conspiracy Party, see the News coluan this issve, to support &
worthy cause.

We are legally obliged to publish the accounts of the
Association as spproved by the Extraordinary General Meeting of
13 February 1988, and we are continuing to do so at the rate of
one year's accounts per issue. This issue we're up to:

BSFA Accounts, 1986

Counci] Members® Report

AL. Clarke President

AS. Dorey Chatrmen  res: 5 April 1986
P. Kincaid Co-ordinator, appointed 5 April 1986
. Knight Secretary

L. Flood

B. Shaw re-elected

J. White

1. Harvey

A. Brown

M.J. Eduards elected

DR. Langford elected

S. Ounsley ec:

G. Rippington igned 31 Jenuary 1986

C. Greenland rulgwd 5 April 1986

S. Thomeson

D. Hodson resigned 30 June 1986

A. Sauyer

p. l-rnn

eppointed 5 April 1985
xs Per(-' eppointed 30 June 1386

The Council Members during the year ended 30 September 1986
were those listed above. B. Shaw, M.J. Edwards, DR. Langford and
S. Ounsley retired by rotation and offered themselves for re-
election. AS. Dorey resigned airman and was replaced by P.
Kincald who took the title Co-Ordinator.

Accounts

The Council Members submit the accounts for the year ended 30
September 1986. The excess of income over expenditure for the
year was £949, and is dealt with ss shown in the Income and
expenditure account.

Activities

The principle activities of the Associstion during the yesr were
the promotion fiction end the publicatfon and
distribution of sclence fiction magazines.

Auditor
The auditor, F.J. Steward, FCA, has agreed to stand for re-
election.
By order of the Council

Brett Cockrell

40 Cyprus Rosd

Finchley

Londaon

N3 3SE

Report of the Auditor to the Members of the British Science
Fiction Association Limited

1 have sudited the financial statements of the above Association

have been prepsred under the historical cost
accounting convention.

have been unable to verify the existence or value of
certain of the tangible sssets.
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Subject to this, in my opinion the balsnce sheet and income
and  expenditure account, prepared under the sccounting
conventlon stated sbove, give & true and falr view of the state
of affairs of the Association at 30th September 1986 and of the
excess of income over expenditure for the year then ended, and
comply with the relevant sections of the Companies Act, 1985.

(Signed) F.J. Stewsrd
Chartered Accountant

incose and Expenditure Account for the Year Ended 30th
September 1986

Note 1986 1985

£ £

TURNOVER 2 6952 6131
COST OF SALES Qsen 4893
GROSS PROFIT 3365 1238
Distribution costs 1951 (2407)
Adninistrative expenses «75) 011>

Interest receivable
Bank Depos it 6 45

Building Soclety
—6 12 271 72

Deposit
SRPLUS: GRRRTS. O RUNARY ACTNH‘ES
BEFORE TAXATION @108
Texation on interest
received @ av
RETAINED SURPLUS EFICIT)

FOR THE YEAR
STATEMENT OF RETAINED SURPLUS
Balance at 30 September 1985
Retatned Surplus (Deficit)

for the year

3378

Balance st 30th September 1986
The attached notes form part of these accounts.
Balance Sheet as at 30th September 1986
Note 30/9/86

£ £ £ £
FIXED ASSETS
Tangible Assets 5 522
CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors

Trade debtors 233
Cash at bank and in hand
Butlding Soclety Deposit =

694

300
1821
1821
2121 993

CREDITORS: umunu falling due within one yesr
Trede creditor: 104 97
Other :nd(lorr

Corporation Tax 37 35

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT

LIABILITIES 2233 1284

CAPITAL AND RESERVES

Other reserves 6 27 27

Income and Expenditure

Account 2206 257
2233 1284

Signed by:
P. Kinceid Director
B. Cockrell Director
Kotes on the Accounts

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES
@) The accounts are prepared according to the historical cost
conventlon.
®) Dapreciation is provided for on the cast of the library ot
one-tenth of the net book vealue year and on office
equipment at one-fifth of the net book sl i year.

2. TURNOVER consists of the following sources of income:
1986 1985

2] £
Subscriptions 6359 5460
Publications 514 73
Litho Service 6 124
Advertising - “7
Magezine Chain 3 19
Badges 13 e
Other 28 -
i
3. SURPLUS ON ORDINARY ACTIVITIES is stated after charging:
Depreciation on tangible assets £115 £142
Auditor's remuneration £20 £20

4. TAXATION
Corporation Tax provided st 30% on Bank Deposit interest

5. TANGIBLE ASSETS

Library Office Awards  Total
Equipment
£ £ £ £
Cost a
1/10/85 913 1679 27 2619
DEPRECIATION
At 1/10/85 838 1144 - 1982
Charge for
reor 8 107 -~ 15
At 30/9/86 846 1251 - 2097
BOOK VALUE
At 30/9/85 75 535 27 637
At 30/9/86 87 428 ez 522
6. OTHER RESERVES consist of:
1986 1985
Avard Funds:
Doc Welr Memorial Fund 15 15
British Fantasy Award Fund 12 12
£27 £27

EDWARD MARKOV - UPDATE

Latest news from the USSR is bad. Edward was called to OVIR -
the Enigration Office - on 29 August, 1986. He received another
visa-refusal on the same as previously, Le. ‘secrecy.
EdwardSs wife, Mils, was greatly upset by this new refusal; the
stress of long years of waiting, combined with being seperated
from her son, are beginning to be too much for her.

Edwerd was invited s International Fan Guest of homour to
Wincon (Unicon 9) - held In Winchester aurlng Augun. and hes
been invited to s in June

Latiers are gatting through with difficulty but Dov Rigsl wges
people to keep writing.

Full detafls were published in Matrix 77, but to remind you,

Edward would like people to write to hin at Kostyushko 10/67,
Leningrad 196240, RSFSR/USSR. He Is perticularly interested u.
seeing coples of produced by

smateur presses In the West. Recorded and rqlsl-r‘d a-nmu.
have & better chance of getting through, but much of what is
sent will not arrive. The number of letters sent, however, is
very important to those in suthority in the USSR.

Convention organisers wishing to Invite Edward and his wife to
their cons should send s formal invitation to Edward, and also
send a copy to the Sovist Writers Unfon: ¢ Soyuz Pleataly S8, ul.
Vorovskogo 52, Moscow 121825, RSFSR/USSR.

PLease notify Dov Rigal of any action or invitation on Edward's
behalf. In the event of Edward being able to attend & con (Le.
granted a visa to leave the USSR) all costs will be Dov
Rigal. Contact Dov at: 80 Mill St, Kidlington, Oxford, OX5 2EF.
Tel 08675 78653 (home) or 01 439 7717 (work).
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NEWS

Compiled by Peul Kincald (with a little help from Locus, S
Chronicle and other sources)

® GAMES WORKSHOP LAUNCHES
PUBLISHING LINE

s STOKER AWARD

. coNsP IRACY RESCUE PARTY
TE BRITISH

ANTHOLOG IES
JOURNEY INTO
AVAILABLE ON TAPE

SPACE

GAMES WORKSHOP TO LAUNCH PUBLISHING VENTURE

Games Workshop is to launch its own publishing imprint, GAMES
WORKSHOP BOOKS, following on the huge success of other tie-ins
1o role playing games.

David Pringle is to be the editor of the line, with
lan Miller ss art editor. Pringle is to start working for the
company on 15 October, initially from home, but it Is hoped to
open an office in Brighton soon.

If all goes well they plan to publish their first
titles in summer 1989. Pringle's brief is to edit a serfes of
novels snd short story collections based on Gemes Workshop's
Warhammer Universe, though if successful they may expand later

other things, Miller is keen to produce & line of
1llustrated books.

As yet nothing has been lined up, but Pringle will
be commissioning work from British writers, and anticipates that
the quality of the books will be higher than their American
equivalents. Established writers will probably produce work
under a pseudonym, but Pringle hopes that this will be en
opportunity for new writers to produce a novel or two. As &
market place it should certainly be lucrative.

This, however, Is not the first time that the
prospect of GAMES WORKSHOP BOOKS has arisen in this country.
When the project wes first mooted, Games Worl vere to lend
their name to the venture but it would be published by FUTURA.
A number of suthors were spproached. At lesst two leading
British writers sre known to have turned the project down right
at the start, but several others, including Paul Barnett Uohn

Rohan

Grant), Brisn Stableford and Micheel Scott agreed to
produce books.

when the contract wes finally produced it
proved to be ptable to all the suthors nvolved, and all

withdrew from the project. At this point things seem confused,
W% Swiow perticaits polithy the Thgwr of Hia st
different parties. result, however, is that Games
Workshop have uv-‘d their connection with FUTURA and decided
to go it alone. Rohan, meanwhile, had actually reached an
sdvanced stage of s novel, end that, shorn of all Warhammer
elenents, will be published by FUTURA In the normal way of
things. Nefther Barnett nor Stableford sppesr to have been so
far ‘advanced, though Pringle reports that Stableford may yet
produce a novel pseudonymously for GAMES WORKSHOP BOOKS.

that debacle, however, Pringle admits that
one of his first jobs will be to work out & new contract for
authors.

new job, incidentally, should not hanper
Pringle's -mnmnp of Interzome He reports that he took the
job on the understending that it would not conflict with his
work on Interzone, nor with his position es sclence fiction
sdvisor to SIMON & SCHUSTER UK where his initial contract still
has six months to run.

CONSPIRACY RESCUE PARTY

Efforts by Conspirscy, the 1987 World SF Convention, to avoid
Bentruptcy ooy 4 include a major fund-raising Christmas party.
pany will be mm at Cafe Munchen, on St Giles

High Street, London, >

Festivities Wil start with n euction.
Contributions alresdy received include first editions of Mythago
Wood and Lsvondyss by Robert Holdstock, and Shockwave Rider by
John Brunner. There is also & fine-bound edition of Stand on
Zanziber by John Brunner, and a painting by Jim

Following the suction there will be suthor signings
and readings, and then the party, with meny of leading
names in British science fiction in attendance.

Another contribution to the Conspiracy rescue comes from the

Anerican news megezine, Sciance Fiction Chromicle. New or

existing UK subscribers to the magazine can take out an annual

subscription for £18, instead of the ususl figure of £21, and £2
will be donated to Conspiracy.

If you subscribe or L}

221t 26 v1il be donatad to Conlplr.(y

terling cheques should be made payable to Algol

Press, and lhw]d be sent directly to SF Chronicle, Box 2730,

t the regular rate of

Brooklyn, NY 11202-0056, USA.

Envelopes should be postmarked no later than 15
October. There Is no word of whether this desdline has been
extended in the light of the recent postal strite.

The winners of this year's Bugo Awards sre:

NOVEL: The Uplift Wer - David Brin

NOVELLA: "Eye for Eye” - Orsom Scott Card

NOVELETTE: *Buffalo Gals, Won't You Come Out Tonight" - Ursuls

K. LeGuin

SHORT STORY: "Why I Left Harry's All-Night Bamburgers® -
vens

JOHN W. CAMPBELL Avm Judith Noffett

The Nolacon cu-m- also presented a SPECIAL AWARD to the SF
Oral History Assoc:

The Big Heart Awerd was presented to Andre Norton.

The Theodore Sturgeon Memorial Award for the best SF short
story of 1987 went to "Rachel in Love” - Pat Murphy which also
won the Nebula Award.

There wes a tle for second place between "Buffalo
Gals, Won't You Come Out Tonight* by Ursula LeGuin and “The
Evening and the Morning and the Night" by Octavia Butler. There
were Honourable Mentions for "Dinosaurs” by Walter Jon Williams,
“The Gift" by Pat Forde and "Heroics™ by James Patrick Kelly.

The newly formed Horror Writers of America heve announced the

toker . The shortlist,
in the last Matrix, is drawn up by
recommendations fron the members, much as the Nebulas are, and
the winners ere decided by & vote of the members. The winner
were:

LIFE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD: Fritz Lefber, Frank Belinsp Long and
Clifford D. Simak

BEST NOVEL: isery - Stephen King tied with Svan Somg - Robert
McCammon

ﬂ'\‘rllsrmn. The Manse - Lisa Cantrell

BEST NOVELETTE: “The Man™ - George RR. Martin tfed
vm'n-luy‘nr-l.an-u-n—f—u-hg-:
BEST SHORT STORY: "The Deep End” - Robert NcCammon
BEST COLLECTION: The Essentfal Eilison - Harlsn Ellison
BEST NON-FICTION: Mary Shelley - Murlel Spark

Science Fiction Chronicle hes announced the winners of its 7th
Annusl Reader Awards. The winners sre listed in bold, with
second and third place in order

NOVEL
The Urth of the New Sun — Gene Wolfe
int - Ellen Kushner
When Gravity Fails - George Alec Effinger

NOVELLA
"The Secret Sharer™ - Robert Silverberg
"The Blind Geometer” - Kim Stanley Robinson
“The Tale of Rumor and Desire” - Samuel R. Delany

NOVELETTE
and the Morning and the Night* - Octavia E. Butler
“"Rachel ir. Love" - Pat Murphy
"Schwarzschild Radius” - Susan Shwartz
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SHORT STORY
"The Circular Librery of Stones" - Carol Emshwiller
"Forever Yours, Anna" - Kate Wilhelm
“"Angel" - Pat Cadigan

DRAMATIC PRESENTATION
The Princess Bride

Robocop
Beauty and the Beast

PROFESSIONAL ARTIST
Michael Whelan
Tom Canty
James Gurney

PROFESSIONAL EDITOR - MAGAZINES
Gardner Dozofs
Edward L. Ferman
Ellen Datlow
PROFESSIONAL EDITOR - BOOKS
David A. Hartwell

Beth Meacham
Brian Thomsen

SEMI-PROZINE
Sclence Fiction Chronicle
Interzone
Locus
FANZINE

Izzard - Patrick & Teresa Nielsen Hayden
Lan's Lantern - George Laskowski
File 770 - Mike Glyer

FAN WRITER
Teresa Nielsen Hayden
Dave Langford
Patrick Nielsen Hayden

FAN ARTIST

Arthur Thomson
Brad Foster
Stu Shiffman

The Soclety of Strip Illustrators, the body for comics writers
and illustrators, has announced its annual awards.

The Mekon for best foreign produced work
went to Watchmen, and Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons who created
the comic were named, respectively, best writer and best artist.

The Mekon Award for best UK-produced work went to
Violent Cases by Nell Gaiman and Dave McKean, and McKean was
nemed best newcomer.

The Frank Bellamy Award for outstanding
achievement In the comics field went to the late Ron Embleton.

The SSI, meanwhile, is suffering from & recent
exodus of members and a consequent shortage of funds. Following
one confusing meeting recently Neil Geiman found hinself
installed as chairman, and he has now embarked upon & vigorous
campaign to drum up new members, and encoursge former members
1o rejoin.

The judges have been named for the 1988 Philip K. Dick Avard,
which consists of a cheque for $500 to the author of the best
original peperback published in the USA during the previous
calendar year. The judges ere: Charles Platt, Kim Stanley
Robinson, Eleanor Arnason, Michael Levy and Mike McQuay.

issue of Matrix, we can now compare it to the selection of
Gardner Dozois in Best New SF 2, which has just been published
in hardback and paperback by ROBINSON.
two stories appear fn both lntholnxiai
“Rachel in Love” - Pat and "Forever Yours, Anna"
Wilheln. Two other writers have stories in both, Lucius s.-p.ni
in the Dozols) and Waldrop ("Night of the
in the Dozois). Otherwise there is no crossover. The
selection is: "Dream Baby" - Bruce McAllister,
“Flowers of Edo" - Bruce Sterling, "At the Cross-Time Jaunters'
1" Jablokov, "Dinossurs” - Walter Jon Williams,
"The Tlpor-ry Kings" - Paul J. "

MNeal Barret Jr, "Buffalo Gals, Out Tonight" -
Ursula K. LeGuin, "The Pardoner's Tale" - Robert Silverberg,
"Glass Cloud” - James Patrick Kelly, "The Evening and the
Morning and the Night" - Octavia Butler, "Angel" - Pat Cadigan,

"The Faithful Companion at Forty* - Karen Joy Fowler, "Candle in
a Cosmic Wind" - Je Menzione, *The Emir's Clock" - Ian
Watson, "Ever After” - Susan Palwick, "The Forest of Time" -
Michael Flynn, "The Million-Dollar Wound” - Deen Whitlock, "The
Moon of Popping Trees" - R. Garcia y Robertson, "Diner” - Neal
Barrett Jr, "All the Hues of Hell" - Geme Wolfe, “Halley's
Passing™ - Michael lcbov.ll. "Anerica” - Orson Scott Card, "For
Thus do 1 Rem Carthege” - Michsel Bishop end "Mother
Goddess of m Voride - Xin Stanley Robinson.

must be encours that both Garnett
bozols have chosen. two Britiah or Gritiahebased writers:

and

Meanuhile, Devid Garnett has announced the contents of Zenfth
Science Fictfon, the original anthology that s being published
by SPHERE in March 1989. The storfes sre: “In Translation" -
Lisa Tuttle, "Time of the Tree" - Robert Holdstock, th Ship"
- Barrington J. Bayley, "The Traveller in Greenland, "Cinena
Altére® - tephenson, "The Pleasure Giver Taken" - Storm
Constantine, "White Koise" - Garry Kilworth, “Gardeniss” - Ian
McDonald, *Feminopolis” - Elizabeth Sourbut, "Deys in the Life of
a Galactic Empire" - Brian W. Aldiss, "Skyrider” - Willlam King,
and “The Bridge" - Christopher Evans.

And Other Edens now seems to be an snnual feature from UNWIN.
Christopher Evans and Robert Boldstock have announced that they
are now open for submissions to Other Edens 3.

Meanwhile Alex Stewart hss heard from NEL that Arrows of Eros,
the anthology of sex in space stories he has edited, will not be
published until November 1989.

And Chris Morgan has spparently failed in his bid to persuade
LEGEND to increase the length of the original anthology he is
editing for them. He had hoped incresse the size from
100,000 words to 150,000 words while still paying the additional
contributors at the rate originally agreed. Since LEGEND have
not agreed to go along with this we can presumably expect a
rash of "subtle horror” storfes turning up In other mogazines
and anthologles. The anthology Is scheduled for publication next
Easter.

Maxim Jakubowskl, editor, anthologist, and Arthur C. Clarke Award
Judge emong other things, has added yet another string to his
bow. He has just opened a new bookshop in the premises recently
vacated by Forbidden Planet in Denmark Street, London. Called
Murder One, It is & specialist bookshop devoted to crime fiction.

AN. Wilson, the novelist and biographer, reported in a recent
interview Sunday Times that he intends to follow his
book on Talstoy with only one more biography. The subject is to
be CS. Lewis.

The short list for the £15000 Booker Prize has been announced,
and once egain hes fantesy interest. Salman Rushdie's The
Satanic Verses concerns a battle between good and evil in which
one character acquires horns and the other a halo. There are
slight elements of the fantastic also in Peter Carey's Oscar and
Lucinda. The other nominees are: Utz by Bruce Chatwin, Beginning
of Spring by p....xup. m:;-ud, Nice Work by David Lodge, and
The Lost Father by Mar:

The Aelita Award, the annual Soviet SF award, hes been presented
to Viktor Kolupayev for life achievement.

new award, the Ivan Yefremov, was awarded
posthunously to Dymitry Bilenkin. There was slso an sward for
Vitally Bugrov, editor of the megezine Uralsky Stedopyt.

PEOPLE

Following the best of the year selection chosen by David Gernett
for his Orbit Science Fiction Yearbook ss reported in the last

Jemes Goddard, of KEROSINA BOOKS, is organising an SF weekend in
Beverley, near Hull, from 7-9 October. Guests include Brian
Aldiss, Lisa Tuttle, Bob Shaw, lan Watson and "SMS®. There will
be perticipatory workshops, talks, chat show sessions,
exhibitions, filk singers and all the requisite razzamatazz.

on 29
the

lain Banks is now on the Literary Festival circuit.
he's speak the Kent Literature Festival at
Metropole Arts Centre in Folkestone.

Judith Clute, whose artwork has graced the covers of several
Women's Press SF books, has an exhibition of her ofl paintings
at the Blenhein Gallery, 3 Blenheim Crescent, London W1l from -
22 October.

Brian Stableford seens set to be relaunched as a major SF
writer. His new novel, The Empire of Fear, to be published by
SIMON & SCHUSTER In October, has already sold for "a substantial
five-figure sum" to PAN for the paperback rights, and is
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recelving & massive publicity push from the publishers. The
novel ftself moves from the 17th to the 20th century in a world
ruled by an aristocracy of vempires, and somehow involves such
incidenta cters ss Richard the Lionheart and Viad the
Impaler.

Poul Barnett, who writes ss John Grant, is st work on s serfes
of fantasy novels for children. He is someuhat vague sbout the
length of the serfes, however, saying that it's at least four
but possibly 12 volumes.

Potrick Tilley msy be the first guest of honour t
rom

when he failed to show up In advance of his guest of honour
speech members of the convention committee obtained s pess-key
o his room. They found the room empty. In the centre of the
floor Tilley's room keys were nestly placed on a copy of the
Programme Book. Pinned to s notice boerd in the room were &
pair of shoe laces snd & note saying that the room wes s time
warp and he had gone through it. Tilley was not seen sgain
When the committee phoned his home the family seemed
unconcerned, 1t appesrs that Tilley often does things like that.
There is no word 8s yet of whether Tilley had resppeared.

E. Hoffman Price, prolific pulp suthor and more recently the
suthor of & serfes of space operss, died on 18 June 1988, aged
83. From the 1920s onwards he had written for virtually all the

pulp megazines of the day in whatever though he wes
probably best known for his orfentsl fantesies in Weird Teles
and Orjfental Storfes. He wes a full-time writer from the deys of

the
of Li-Fong and The Jade Enchan
were followed by the five space operas in his “Operstion™
series, the last of which was Operstion Nisfit which sppeared in
1987. He has slso had two collections of his fantasy stories
published, Strange Gateways and Far Lands, Other Days.

Duane L. Jones, actor and director, who sterred in
Ro-cro'i Night of the Living Dead, died on 22 July 1988, -5.4

years. ... The New York Review of SF aims to become the leading
review medium in SF. In addition, we will publish engaging snd
provocative essays, and a varfety of special entertainments, on
topics of interest to SF readers.” impressive 18-page
preview includes s poem by Gene Wolfe, sn article by John M.
Ford, and & column by 3 Daniel Plakuater as well ss 5 sejection of
reviews.
The editorisl team consists of: Managing Editor -
Teresa Nielsen Hayden; Reviews Editor - David G. Hartwell;
Features Editor - Kathryn Cramer; Fantasy Editor - Susan
Palwick; Short Fiction Editor - Tom Weber; Designer - Patrick
Nielsen Hayden. The fournal will be published monthly by DRAGON
m and subscriptions are $24 per year. Cheques should be
peysble to Dragon Press, end sent to PO Box 78,
n-unmn. WY 10570.

GM. is & new magazine which covers & wider renge of games than
White Dwarf, which hes become & house megszine for Games
Workshop. The new megazine is monthly from September, and costs
£120.

OCTOPUS, the massive publishing compeny chaired by Paul Hamlyn,
lstchmumunu.rhtp-whlﬂln
PAPERBACKS will begin to n next spring,
and they sre planning to publish mo titles in the first yeer
slone. They plan to be one of the three bigges
publishers in the country by the end of their third year. There
is no word of whether they will include science fiction on their
list, but since the tzprint will provide o paperback outlet for
L3 SECKER & WARBURG and METHUEN it seems likely that
there will be some.

Another new Small Press publisher has errived on the scene
DRUNKEN DRAGON PRESS is the brainchild of Rog Peyton and Rod
Milner of Briminghan's Andromeds Bookshop. Their first title is

lber's Guide to Battleffeld Covenant at Dune's Edge:
Odyssey Two, & collection of science fiction parodies by Dave
Langford.

The selection from the sutumn catalogues poblished last tssue
has brought & fou ore publishers out of the wooduor

fan Aldiss writes: "Not having had ot Hick e
en suthor, I'm turning publisher. AVERNUS will publish our first
book to coincide with the World Fantesy Con. It's Frank
Hatherley's Sclence Fiction Blues, the book of the Rosd Show.

Benry Koster, the Hollywood director whose best known work wes
Harvey, the fentasy about s glant invisible rabbit which starred
James Stewart, died in September 1988, sged 83.

Milton Krasner, the cinematographer on The Invisible Man Returns
and The Invisible Man's Revenge, died of heart failure on 16
July 1988, eged 84. He won an Oscar in 1954 for Three Coins in
the Fountain.

£4.95, poperback *

Meanwhile, MACDONALD/FUTURA have hastened to provide their
forthcoming List up to June 1989:
November: The Bewitchments of Love and Hate -
Storm Constantine and The Orbit Sclence Fiction Yearbook edited
by David S. Garnett are both "B format paperbacks, plus The
Hidden World - Stuart Gordon.
December: Wizard at Large Brooks 1s
hardback and “B* format p-pmact At the same

josh Logan, the filn and theatre director who mede Camelot, died
on 12 July 1988, aged 79.

Alan Napler, the charscter actor, has died. He was 85. Born in
Birmingham, he was one of that group of English actors who
worked steadily In Hollywood for some 40 years, with parts in
such filas as Journey to the Center of the Earth, The Invisible
Man Returns snd Cat People. However it was only in the lste
when he was cast as the butler in

More news on the new publication announced last issue. Its title
will be The Gate, s quarterly digest of Science Fiction and
Fantasy published by W Publishing of Pe

There will be o festured novelette of up to 15,000 words, and
several shorter storles. Payment will be £30 per thousand words
upon publication. The address for subscriptions (remember
there's a special snnual subscription rate of £7 for BSFA
members) and submissions is: Richard Newcombe, W Publlshn‘ 28
Saville Rosd, Westwood, Peterborough, Cambs PE3 71

new publication is The New York Review of SF. The
editorial team, in thelr preview issue, announce thet "SF Is, in
our opinion, seriously in need of & publication combining high
reviewing standards with a knowledge of the literature, &
publication which is suspicious of trends but sympathetic to a
continuing evolution of thought and schievement that seems to
have more often referred to than discussed in recent

tine there's Brooks' The Black Unicorn. Other books include The
Gauntlet of Mslice - Deborah Turner Harris in "B* format, and
Isaac Asimov's Robot City 1 - Wichael P. Kube-McDowell

January 1989: The Spellkey - Ann Doueer, The Kot -
Loren 1. and Janissarfes: Clan and Jarry
Pournelle.

February: Fireshaper's Doom - Tom Deitz, A Far
Distant Shore - Kaith Timson (8" format), and Dreams of Flesh
and Sand - W.T. Quick.

March: Flasco - Stanislaw Lem, the Clarke Award

Mike

April: n.. Broken Citadel ~ Jogem Rallon Gregorfan
Hormone Jungle - Robert Reed (C* format),

inger-
Sister Light, Sister Derk - Jane Yolen, The
Gold Coest - l. "ﬂh Robinson ("C* format), and The Wooden
Spaceships

nm o go = Catherine Cooke, Janissarfes:
Storms of Vic Jerry Pournelle, and Voice of the Whirlwind
-~ Walter Jon Williams C"C* format).

Meanwhile there have been changes in the senfor reaches of
MACDONALD. Richard Evans has resigned to become a freelnce
editor, and has been replaced by Alan Samson.

The publishing merry-go-round continues, 1f on & somewhet lower

than last year. THORSONS have taken over WILLIAM KIMEER, the
publisher of numerous ghost storfes including those of R.
Chetuynd-Hayes. The ghost story side of KIMBER hes been put
under the control of Nicheel Cox, the editor of the Oxford Book
of English Ghost Storles, which may herald some improvement in
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& notoriously uneven line.
Meanuhile, THORSONS' CRUCIBLE imprint hes now been
given over entirely to non-fiction. A new fmprint for fiction
called EQUATION hes been introduced, with & paperback list of
ghost storfes called EQUATION CHILLERS. The first three titles
under this fmprint are to be launched to coincide with the
World Fantssy Convention this November; they are The Flint-
Knife: Further Storfes, storles by EF. Benson which have
never had book publication before, edited by Jack Adrian who
also edits Warning Whispers, stories by AM. Burrage,
storfes which have never had book publication. The third one is
In the Derk, s collection of ghost stories by E. Nesbit edited by
Lamb. An incomplete edition of this appeared
in 1984, but around half the stories were missed out of that
edition snd this will be the first time that the full set see
volume publication.

1989 will see the publication of two more
Night -

- Lost Tales and Mysterfes by Algernon BI
Michael Ashley.

The shike-out_smces: fmericm. Iiterary aganta, wmoocaced Jass
issue, has come to nsught. In the end the Kirby McCauley agency
and Curtis Brown Ltd falled to .n-l;u.-n. and McCauley is now
trying to put his own affairs in order. At the same time Ka
McCauley, who left to set up her own agency, has rejoined Kirby
McCauley, and Ralph Vicinanza, who did indeed set up his own
agency, has signed an sgreement with McCauley to handle all the
forelgn affairs of the McCeuley sgency, just as he did uhen s
nember of the compeny.

NEW & FORTHCOMING BOOKS
AUGUST - OCTOBER 1988

Brian ALDISS Ed Galactic Empires

Brisn ALDISS with David

pok)

Plers ANTBONY Vale of the Vole ONEL, pbk)

Mike ASHLEY Ed th

mnsm pbk)
Issac ASIMOV

QLEGEND, pbk)
VINGROVE 7rillfon Year Spree (PALADIN,

Book of Short Korror Novels

Prelude to lelm (GRAFTON, hbk); The Big Sun

Scott BRADFIELD The Secret Life of Houses WNWIN, hbk)
John BRUNNER The Days of March (KEROSINA, hbk & pbk)
Lois McMaster BUIOLD The Warrior's Apprentice (HEADLINE, pbk)
Octavia E. BUTLER Kindred (WOMEN'S PRESS, pbk)
Ransey CANPBELL Ed New Tales of the Ctwuthu Mythos (GRAFTON,
pok)
oo 85 Scott CARD Seventh Son (LEGEND, hbk & pbk)
than CARROLL Sleeping in Flame (LEGEND, hbk & pbk)
J.cn L. CHALXER Pirates of the Thunder ONEL, pbk)
Tin CHILD & Dave MORRIS Knightmare (CORGI, pbk)
Arthur C. CLARKE Imperial Earth (VGSF Classic 27, pbk)
John CLUTE, David PRINGLE & Simon Eds Interzone: The 3rd
Anthology (SIMON & SCHUSTER, hbk)
Loutse COOPER The Thorn Key (ORCHARD, hbk)
Tom DEITZ Windmaster's Bane (ORBIT, pbk)
August DERLETH Ed Tales of the Cthulhu Mythos (GRAFTON, pbk)
William C. DIETZ Sam McCade: Mar World (NEL, pbk)

Raymand E. FEIST Faerie Tale (GRAFTON, hbk & pbl)
Reymond E. FEIST & Janny WURTS Deughter of the Espire (GRAFTON,

The Shadow of His Wings (GRAFTON, pbk)

Phillip FINGH & Place Dark and Secret (STAR, pbk)

Kenneth C. FLINT The Dark Druid BANTAM, pbi)

RA. FORDE Wise-Woman ONEL, hbk)

Chr istopher FOMLER Foofworld QLEGEND, hbk & pbk)
AEGEND, hbk & pbk)

ISON Virfconfum (UNWIN, pbk)

Christopher HINZ Liege-Killer (METHUEN,

David J. HOGAN Dark Romance (EQUATION, pbk)

Mike JEFFERIES Shadowlight GFONTANA, pbk)

Ouyneth JOES The ficden nes GOKEN'S PRESS, phko
& Harriette VIDAL Nadonna (STAR, pbk)

supn- KING The Running Man (NEL, pbk)

Donald KINGSBURY The Moon Goddess and the Son (GRAFTON, pbk)
Michael P. KUBE-NCDOWELL Empery (LEGEND, pbk)

Hubert LAMPO & Pleter Paul KOSTER Arthur and the Grail
(SIDGWICK & JACKSON, hbk)

Louise LA The Warriors of Tean (LIONS TEEN TRACKS, pbk)
IS. LaFANU The Illustrated JS. LeFanu Selected and Introduced
by Michael Cox (EQUATION, hbk)

Robert LEESON Slambesh Wangs of & Compo Cormer (LION TEEN
TRACKS, pbi)

Denfel IH. LEVACK PID: A Philfp K. Dick Bibliography, Revised
Edition OECKLER, b

Barry LONGYEAR Ses of Glass (LEGEND, pbk)

Richard LUPOFF Countersolar! (GRAFTON, pbk)

John MCLAUGHLIN Toolnaker Koan (ORBIT, pbik)

Grabam Dunsten MARTIN Giftw(sh GWALLOW,

pbk)

David PRINGLE Modern Fantasy: The Hundred Best Novels (GRAFTON,

hbk)

Bruce ROBERTSON Techniques of Fantasy Art

hbk)

Jn-] ROSENBERG The Sleeping Dragon (GRAFTON, pbk)
Fred SABERHAGEN Woundhesler's Story (ORBIT, pbk);

(MACDONALD ORBIS,

Berserker Man
VGSF, pbk)
Pamels SARGENT The Shore of Women (PAN, pt

Dovid SAUNDERS Encyclopedia of the Vorkds. of Doctar W, A
CKNIGHT, pbk)
James SCHMITZ The Witches of Karres (VGSF, pbk)
Bob SHAW Ship of Strangers (VGSF, pbk)

SHWARTZ Queensblade (PAN, pbk)
Jemee SLIX Frat Framtta® Death Desir Book 1:
the Horned Helmet (GRAFTON,
Robert SILVERBERG Star of Gypaln CORBIT, pbk)
Clifford D. SIMAK Off-Planet (METHUEN, hbk); City (METHUEN, pbi)

PP & Cralg SPECTOR The BANTAN, pbk)
Cordwainer SNITH The Rediscovery of Man (GOLLANCZ, hbk)
mm‘. A Cloud over Water (UNWIN, pbk)

Involution Ocean (LEGEND, pbk);

Prisoner of

Islands in the Net

The History of Middle Bth 6: The Return of the

- the History of The Lord of the Rings Part One (UNWIN,
hbk); Tree and Leaf (including the previously unpublished poem
Xylhcpoela) (AN, bk, The Shephg of Nidtie-Eerth W,

!ﬂ VANCE The Book of Dreems (GRAFTON,
Wergare!l WIS & Tracy NKOUR Forging Pihe Darksword BANTAN,
pok)
Colin WILSON Spider World: The Delta (GRAFTON, pbl)

WISCELLANY
The Daily Telegraph reports: *The man who co-designed the
infamous Daleks, the enemies of Dr Who who wandered the
universe with a sore throat and & one word vocsbulary of
‘exterminate’, was this week sppointed as design director to
give 8 new look to London Transport. The mind boggles at what
might turn up in the tunnels when Jeremy Rewse-Davies, 48, gets
to work™

Uudith Henna)
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Media News

Compiled by John Peters

The BEC's relesse of old radio shows on cassette, which has
already produced boxed sets of The Hobbit and Lord of the
Rings, could prove to be s windfell for fans of redio SF.
Scheduled for relesse next spring is Journey Into Space, the
sdventure serfes that ren for

Faulds who appesred in the programmes

CBS-Fox Video have relessed two new films in this country.

ightflyers is besed on s story by George RR.
Martin and festures s team of sclentists sboard the spaceship
"Nightflyer” who find themselves at the mercy of the ship's
computer. The captsin of the ship is Michael Preed of Robin of
Sherwood, and the cast slso includes John Standing and Catherine
Mary Stewart. But the resl star of the show is the special
effects, which comes from one of the most experienced tesms in
Hollywood. Visual effects were produced by Gene Warren Jr and
Leslie Bunthy of Gremlins, The Terminstor and Critters; props
and make-up come from Robert Short of Cocoon, Splash and ET;
pyrotechnical stunts came from Roger of The Terminstor
and Desth Rsce 2000, snd the “flying® effects came from Bob
Harmon and Bob Weisinger of 200! and the Superman filas.

Moxisus Overdrive marks the directing debut of
Stephen King, who also wrote the script from his short
“Trucks" which eppesred in his first anthology, Night Shift. It
concerns trucks that have come to threstening life st & small
truck stop, and sters Eailio Estevez and Pat Hingle.

Fahrenhelt 451 the Musical? Rey Bradbury hss spparently just
completed writing 8 musical version of his novel, in association
with composer David Metee and lyricist Georgia Holof. The world
premier will be in Fort Wayne, Indiana on 11 November.

Film cights to Nergarst ‘s Arthur C. Clarke Award winning
Aty Tk e besn: ot o a0 wmdes product on
cu-pnny

Chernoby], the movie based on Frederik Pohl's novel, has been
cancelled due to the Hollywood writers' strike.

After the success of Little Shop of Horrors, Frank 0z is to make
Benjanin Button, starring Mertin Short, the hyperactive nerd in
Innerspace. The story desls with & baby that is born as en
adult and then regresses back to childhood over the years.

And now for the unbelievable: look out for these forthcoming
titles: Hack ‘em High; I was a Teenage Sex Mutant; Space Sluts
in the Slammer; Alone in the T-Shirt Zone; | was & Teenage
Zombie (1 was young, reckless and in love ... then I was dead,
young, reckless and in love); Slime City; Sorority Rsbes in the
Slimebell Bowl-o-rama.

Sean Connery has pulled out of Terry Gilliam's The Adventures
of Baron Munchausen after his role had been reduced by budget
cuts. It seems that he might now be Indisna Jones' dad in the
next Rafders filn which is currently in production.

Arnold Schwar: 's next film, after The Running Nan which
is due for relesse sny day now, is Red Hest directed by Walter
i1l Schusrzenegger plays a Russian detective sent to Chicego
to work with the local cops

Mel Gibson s both producer and star of the big-screen version
of The Avengers, but Patrick MacNee w!ll make an extended cameo
appearance ss John Steed

The new television serles of The War of the Worlds will be
preceded by s two-hour telemovie, and it will be syndicated to
American ststions in exactly the same wey as Star Trek: The New
Generstion. No cast details have been finalised ss yet.

Sequelitis continues unabsted. We can expect sequels to Robocop,
Back to the Future (with Micheel J. Fox), Cocoon and Splash (as

TV movie without any of the originel cest or director).
Troubled Cannon Films have announced Supersan 5 and
the Universe 2. Halloween IV hits our screens in October, but
John Carpenter is not involved, he's busy msking They Live, an
slien filn. And the third Romancing the Stone movie is The

Crinson Esgle with MWichael Douglas, though ss yet neither

George Lucas
production work on the next Star Wars film.

There are remskes In the air slso. The Golem will, sptly, star
Charles Bronson, end also lined up are The Tingler and & $20M
version of The Blob.

Cartoon characters are coming to life. How do you fancy James
Belushi as Fred Flintstone and Rick Moranis ss Barney Rubble in
& live action version of The Flintstones? And Steven Splelberg
apparently wants to mske & live action version of Herge's Tin-
Tin. Mesnwhile Hanne-Barbers are planning & full-length animated
filn of Tom and Jerry to celebrate thelr 50th birthday.

And there's alweys Batman. After years of rumour, filming hes
started in England on The Batman for release next year. And
Iven Reitmsn, who directed Ghostbusters, is planning to meke s
film of Frank Niller's graphic novel, The Derk Knight Returns.
Anthology serfes have been doing so badly on the US networks
that Rey Bradbury Theater, Alfred Hitchcock Presents,
Linits and Twilight Zone have sll been cancelled. But cable and
video distributors have bought up the rights to all these serfes
and moved production to Caneds, where 1t is chesper.

Stephen King fs obviously the man of the moment. Not only has
he just directed his own Maxisum Overdrive (see sbove), but It
is due to become & mini-series on TV, and there's also going to
be » series about Christine, produced by Glemn Larson who made
Battlestar Galactica and Buck Rogers. Mesnwhile Anthony Perkins
is to ster In a series called Ghosturiter sbout the adventures
of a Stephen King-type writer - one can only assume that this
means super rich end hyperactive.

Robert Englund is to host a horror anthology series besed on
the same formet as the Nightmare on Elm Street films. He is
slso directing e horror movie called 976-EVIL.

Noontrap s & new $3.6M SF sdventure film set on the Moon and
starring Welter Koenig and Bruce Campbell (from Evil Desd)
Koenig plays an estronsut who discovers the relics of an
ancient civilisation on the Moon.

A recent US fan survey de John Cleese the overwhelming
favourite to play Dr Who in the proposed new film. Second wes
Dudley Moore, and third was Tom Contl - & very mixed bunch. As
yet, however, no Doctor has been signed, nor is there a director
for this $12-15M filn which is optimistically scheduled for
relesse In mid 1989. The only firm details seem to be that the
script will be written by Johany Byrne, who has written for the
TV serfes, and the Doctor's companion will be played by Caroline
Munro es a TARDIS engineer from Gallifrey.

There are plans for a three-hour mini-series about the
Challenger shuttle disaster. It will deal with the training and
flight, and will also look st the way Morton Thiokol engineers
tried to cancel the flight.
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As you will see, we have not published the results of last
issue's Competition. When | spoke to Elizabeth Sourbut recently,
we agreed that It would be better to wait until the backlog of
post had been clesred, to give a fair chance to those entrants
whose letters got caught. Consequently, Matrix 79 will publlsh
the results of two This issue's

slightly different in style, and 1 would be grateful lor
conments, as well as entries. My thanks go to John Fairey and
Peul Kincaid for compiling the competition. Entries should be
sent to the editorial address by the next deadline.

SPACESHIPS

This fs  space-sge version of that old favourite: battleships.
A fleet of alien space-craft are spproaching Earth, end the
radar is down. However, we know how many ships there are, how
big they ere, and that they all appear on this grid. It is 26
squares by 26, with the letters A-Z from left to right across
the top, and from top to bottom down the side. The clues will
give you the name of & book, and all you do Is take the Initial
letter of the title (ignore "the™, and the Initial letter of the
suthor's surname. The title will give you the position across
the grid, and the author the position down the grid. Plot them
all and you should have spotted all the spaceships. Thus, for
instence, if the clue was: "The first book to feature Hari
Selden's psychohistory”, the answer would be Foundation by Isaac
Asimov, which would glve you A-F, as below.

There are 18 craft in all, 2 remjets which occupy 10 squares
esch, 2 FIL Cruisers which occupy 5 squares each, 4 STL Crufsers
which occupy 2 squares each, and 10 Scout ships which occupy 1
square each. The scout ships are small and nippy, 5o you score
10 points for every direct hit; while the remjets are large and
slow, 50 It's only 1 point for a hit. The shapes and scores are
shown below, so see how many you can get.

S squares - 3points 10 squares - 1 point

STL Cruiser
Scout ship 2 squares - 5 points
1 square - 10 points
FIL Cruiser Ramjet

Competition Corner

Clues

RAMJET 1:

D The Generic General

1 Collection including "Paingod” and "Pretty Maggie
Moneyeyes"

1D The first novel about Elana

m A family saga set on the arid world of Seresunar

Novel set in the same universe as Bloodhype and
7'he Tar-Afyn Krang
e third esplonage novel festuring micro-man

nnnneu Dilke

vi Second in the Ozark trilogy
it Fifth volume of the Riverworld series
0 The a of P ¥ in the
3om century

A 1979 novel by the author of Whst Entropy Means
» Me
RAMJET 2:
0 The book of the Baldy serfes

1 A malfunction prwnnts the settlers on a new world
rrom receivlng the education they n
11D Tirat movel Diat festures: an davasion by glant

spiders,
v First of a trilogy featuring Ransom

v First novel by the pseudonymous Carroll Capps
v The second book of the Eternal Champlon

viD A collection of Known Space storfes

vitD Second of the Chronicles of Counter-Earth

1 Mark Keniston's adventures on Helene

x The story of Winston Smith

FTL CRUISER 1:
i Dogs fnherit Earth

1D Collection including "It Wasn't Syzygy" and “Bianca’s
Hands"

110 Carmody wins an intergalactic sweepstuhs

) Glant wasps invade a shattered Eart

) First solo novel from a co-author o( Windhaven

FTL CRUISER 2:
o A short story collection by the creator of tribbles
1 American title of A Transatlantic Tunnel, Hurreh!
111 A collection of Future History stories

) Collection including "Lords of Misrule® and "Strange
Great Sins™

v Third novel about Ted Quantrill after the
aspocalypse
STL CRUISER 1
»

The novel that introduced Buck Rogers
n The first Hosteen Storm novel

STL CRUISER 2:
D Second of the Apprentice Adept books
1 Dominic Flandry meets the supernatural

STL CRUISER 3:
i Bill Graham saves Earth from the Vitons

1 Adventures of the survey ship Sarafand
STL CRUISER 4:

D Nexialism in space

10 Second in the Gaian trilogy

scovT SHIPS
: Pgdlne 's adventures in worlds of games
2 The daughter of the founder of the Institute for
Advunced Robotics Research
Also known es The Persistence of Vision
Also known as Dr Strangelove
The sequel to Mythago Wood
In which Tom Lynn relives Tam Lin
Collection including "A Question of Re-Entry" and
‘The Lost Leonardo"

Third Amber novel

Collection including "The Girl Who Was Plugged In"
and "The Women Men Don't See"
10: Helward Menn's adventures in City Earth

iuoasw

oe
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DON*T LET BRITISH SF &
FANTASY BE KILLED

David V Berrett

THE CHAIRMAN OF DILLONS, ONE OF THE BEST ACADEMIC-ORIENTED
tookshops In the country, is hinting strongly that they will
unilaterally bresk the Net Book Agreement (NBA), possibly in
time for Christmes. What this means is that they will be selling
selected new books their cover price — and
cheaper than their competitors.

At first sight this might seem news. We'd all rather
pay less for o book If we could. [ will often buy a hardback
once it has been remaindered, when I would not heve bought It
full price. (Remaindering is & useful way for publishers to
Clear their expensive warehouses of books, ususlly a yesr or
two after publication. It often, but not slvays, indicates thet &
book has not sold well; but it can slso be a way of genln;
shot of the tag-ends of an old edition before bringing out
new, more expensive — and more profitsble — edition, ulullly
in & bright new cover).

But what Dillons s planning h
remainder ing. It has everything to do with
Dillons

Books are almost the only ftem still sold under what used
to be called Re: intenance. Some years sgo RPM wes
scrapped, and replaced by the Recommended Retail Price, meening
that shops cen sell goods chesper 1f they wish; with the
economies of bulk buying this is why baked beans, booze and
benanas are chesper in the supermarket than in your local
corner shop.

But not books. Books are different. The latest Bill Gibson,
Rob Holdstock and Umberto Eco (or whatever other flavour of SF
grabs you) costs exactly the seme in Waterstones, WH Smith,
Forbidden Planet or your local independent bookshop. The NBA
isn't s gentlemen's sgreement (ot all publishers are gentlemen);
it's

nothing to do with
aking money — for

Dillons are planning to break the law, to force the law to
be changed. There’s an entirely honoursble tradition of this;
women probsbly still wouldn't have the vote If the Suffragettes
hedn't done some selective lau-bresking. Where & low Is ini-
quitous, stupld, utterly outdated or universally unpopuler, this

metimes the only way to force a government to change it.

But this isn't the case with the NBA. The NBA is a vital
protection for suthors, publishers, most booksellers, and

The mansgement of WH Smith s in favour of retaining the

NBA; they can see the harm that scrapping it will csuse. But If
Dillons go shead with their plans, WH Smith admit that they will
be forced into a price war. So will the other chains.

This will alnost certainly have two very serious effects:
* 1. Small bookshops will not be sble to compete, and will be
forced to close. This basically means slaost every bookshop that
is not part of s mejor company. And not just general booksh
specialist shops like Forbidden Planet for SF and r.nxuy. Stiver
Moon for feainist books, Mysterles for esoteric books,
and left-wing bookshops depend to some extent on m. prom
they from the more popular books, which general
bookshops also sell, to subsidise less-well-selling,
specialist books. If Foyles, Waterstones and Books Etc in Charing
Cross sre selling Asimov, McCaffrey and Heinlein st a
discount, Forbidden Planet and Fentasy Inn won't last for
long
* 2. And it will only be Asimov, McCeffrey and Heinlein, and a
feu other best-selling SF and Fantasy suthors, not Priest,
Kilworth, Holdstock, Gentle. Why? Because publishers
concentrate on bestsellers even more than do now. The
price war will be about bestsellers; their sales will shoot u
publishers will hype them. Less popular titles will be more
expensive to buy, and so will have still fewer sales; it won't be
economical for Gollancz or Arrow or Unwin or Futura to publish
them — they make little enough profit, comparatively, as it fs.

the MBA will kill British SF and Fantasy.

t can we do? Now, before Dillons take this criminal
action (morally far more than legally):
* 1. Write to the chairman of Dillons, Terry Marr, (c/o Pentos
plc, 1 New Bond Street, London W1), telling him why his solely
profit-motivated proposal is so dangerous to the book trade;
threaten to boycott his shops if he goes ahead with it.

. 2. Vrite to the Secretary of State for Trede and

including specialist SF & Fantasy shops. And write to
Director of Public Prosecutions pointing out that the law is
being broken, and demanding that Dillons, and eny other
offenders, be prosecy

The BSFA Council will be writing such letters; we are

: if we haven't contacted you

We could tell you ourselves why CRITICAL WAVE is the UI's top independant sf newszine....

..but we'd prefer to let others speak for us:
“Hard, factual reportage .. should be
by anybody with & deep interest in SF."
1 Dave Hodson, MTRIY ]
*It's high time the UK had a newszine,
[ fncrew Porter, editor SF OWONICLE ]
“Cheap, well-written and informative.”
£ CASSMOR NEVSLETTER ]

balanced journalism in the sclence fiction community.

Steve Green & Martin Tudor,
Tom Hanlon, 1383:

and CRITICAL WAVE is 1t.*

Wae

Since its launch last October, CRITICAL MAVE bes rapidly built o reputation for searching,
Published bimonthly, a separate
Emtmmwmh&m-,—-mmm:—tuGlsuon-u

33 Scott Road, Solihull,
3 N Amiss Road, Baton Rouge, LA 708
Perry Middleaiss, GPO Box 2708X, Melbourne, Victoria 3001, usnu_u

il AT [ y_

A report by Arkadi Strug-tsll

This report on Conspiracy 87 originally
sppeared the Soviet youth magazine
Jraisly siacplt, ismue & dpril 1965, 1t
been translated from the Russisn by
Erik Simon of Dresden, and revised and
edited by John Brunner. It is unusual to
get o report by a Guest of Honour of &
convention they attended, and ft s

on a very Wes 50 we are
grateful to nr Brunner for bringing this
report to our sttention, and giving us
the opportunity to publish {t in Matrix.
This is its first appesrance in the UK.

From 27th August to st September 1387,
at the English seaside resort of Brighton
Gane hour by electric train almost due
south from London) the so-called Vorld
Sclence Fiction Conventfon took pla
the 45th In the serles.

The Conventfon fs not a permanent org-
anfsation. In effect it's s gathering of

l927I.Q.|ll

science fiction fans from sll over the
world, usually organised by & group of
large SF publishing houses with the sca-
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selling the books they produce. [There’s a slight misconception
here! ~ JKHB] Anyone who pays £30 to the convention funds can
take part. Of course, the cost of travel there and back and
living expenses during the con are at everybody's own charge.
The organisers of the con, as I understand it, only arrange the
booking of hotel rooms for the participants.

The focus of the con is & group of editors,
con, there
number of participants wes sbout the first
Conventicn uss held cn the eve of Yorkd thr 1T, some 400 paople

pert, plus about & dozen editors, publishers and
prnlos:tnlul writers.)

There sre several Guests of Honour invited to the
Convention who stey there wholly st the con's expense. At this
yeer's, the 45th Canmllm. the guests of honour invited were:
Doris Lessing, s writer slmost unknown here, but extremely
populer in England; Alfred Bester, sn SF writer quite well known
to our fans (ut he didn't make Brighton owing to ill-health);
Arkadi and Boris Strugatski, known, obviously, not just to the
resders of Uralsky sledopit: the fila director Ray usen
and the srtist Jim Burns; among the fans: Mr and Mrs - Ken and
Joyce - Slater, and Dave Langford. All the guests of honour were
introduced by the well-known writer Brisn Aldiss. [Erfk Simon of
the DOR who kindly rendered this Into English says, "I suppose
®ut am not sure) that Aldiss wes the tosstmaster, and that's
what is meant” - JKHE]

W founst 1t vacy/odd (. sa 't Sricknmnet of the
45th Convention the term “Conspiracy 87* had been . The
87" wes clear enough, but why "Conspirscy™? eeaper il
equivalent recognisably close In sound - JKHB] It turned out to

Sylbg ot smallere? Toice ax g, resl hacgers, it rooms
with windows on two levels, where th count les: ds
and shelves, all overlooked with hundrlds of thousands, or nlyb'
millions, of books (all in English). And not just books. There
were also magazines, comic collections, SF games ... Some stands
held souvenirs: puppets of all sizes, deplicting populsr book,
movie and comics herces.

Boris Nathanovich and 1 spent nearly all our spare
time at this extrsordinary fair, slipping swasy only for short
walis to the canteen (in fact It was a restaurant, but we
treated it as & canteen).

far s we could tell,

this treasure-hoard of
publications - and-new as well as the second-hand -
covered virtuslly the entire history of English-language SF (or
rather SF in English) from the first editions of Wells, back at
the end of the 19th century, up to tomorrow. This is not a slip
of the tongue - there were books and magazines on sale which
had not yet appeared in English and American shops.
That's how it looked. And we were consumed by envy.
By the way, cme of the conditions of our being
invited was thet for sbout an hour and & half we had to
promote the brand-new edition of our Prisoners of
Penguin Books, London) iIn one of the halls. To our enormous
surprise, in that hour and & half we sold sbout a hundred
coples. I don't know how it wes with Boris Nathanovich, but I
had blisters on my fingers from signing autographs.
ml-lslm\ndo ing? We sppesred st three
public interviews (see above). We gave & dozen interviews to
individual reporters and radio correspondents. We kept
explaining left and right thet in sccordsnce with the lews of
our country we cannot sign contracts privately and that foreign
and

be & joke. They took the first syllable of and
forned s slogan out of it. 1 asked our host Malcolm Edwards, &
amm— of the well-known publishing house Gollancz, "Won't
& provocative name attract the attention of the
mum;m Service?
Malcolm fust waved his hend and answered, "Oh,
they're used to it by now. Even without us they're up to their
necks in trouble anyway.”

fact the whole Convention was - to us - an
uncustomarily large, noisy and rather confused show. Every!
met everybody else, everybody talked to everybody else (the

language of the con w 11sh), and the most sstonishing thing
was: everybody felt at home. And even more astonishing: they
all, or so It seemed to us, understood one another even when
they had scarcely two words in common.

Besides the English and Americans, there were fans
from Japan, the Federal Republic of Germany, Poland,
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, gathered in Brighton. There was even
s Tamil from Ceylon (Sri Lanka); Arabs, negroes, mulattos,
mestizos, We were fsscinated and hesrtened by the esse with
which they all talked to one another, by the casual way they
dressed, by the sstonishingly modest standard of living they
were prepared to put up with. [This fs an attempt to render
“astonishing modesty of demands towards living conditions".
Relying on what Arksd! sald during the con, I think what he had
in mind was that many l.m slept on friends’ floors or even on
the besch, and survived the fast-food tables had to
offer, Just so long as m.y could stay the whole weekend - JKHE]
And then, the burning, genuine interest in what was going on,
and also the tireless, hesrtfelt desire not only to attend as
but also to lend & strong helping hand

the con organisers. As | saw it, the Convention wes
extraordinarily well-organised, tho

perticipants in general.
[There's an obvious misunderstanding here. I'm to see
Arked! again in Poland at the end of September and will try to
set him right - JKHB]

The

A marvellous fancy-dress ball at which practically
no con participant showed up without being dressed as some
popular hero of SF movies, comics

Public interviews where some of the convention
organisers interviewed s well-known writer, fila director, actor
etc., in the presence of 300-400 fans.

Nunercus film shows.

Numerous “parties* [in English in the original —
JNHE] - informal gatherings in the con rooas, in bars or simply
in hotel rooms.

And so on.

To Boris Nathanovich and myself the high spot of
the Convention was & gigentic exhibition cus sale of SF
literature. Inagine several halls, none of which is smaller then
the big hell in the Sverdlovsk Cer Workers' Cultural Centre
(well known to those who have taken part in the snnual "Aelits™
suard festival). [The major Soviet SF awsrd - JKAE] But why e= I

persons 1d contact the VAAP (le
ight Agency of the USSR). We went to a perty given for
the publishers and editors by the writers. We went to s party
given for the writers by the publishers and editors. We ate
several dinners 5|w-n us by publishers as well as by writers.
seems to be all the official activities of the
two Soviet [unll- of honour at the 45th Convention. You might
well agree it's quite a lot for two old men who for the first
time happened to be in & capitalist country.
1 must say we were received very cordially. Boris
being & sceptical and casutious man, tends
escribe this to our somewhat exotic status among the con
perticipants. But I feel the cordiality is also explained by a
genuine interest In what's going on In the Soviet Union in
general, and especially es regards Soviet SF. To this point I'd
cite the questions we were plied with: about perestrofka, sbout
Afghanistan, sbout our view of Soviet-American relations - and
of course sbout the future of joint space research. Nonetheless
the majority of the questions (it wes after all the World SF
Convention!) concerned matters to do with publications In the SF
fleld, Soviet readers' interest in SF and fantasy, the situstion
of Soviet SF fans. I confess we spoke quite openly. And when
Boris Nathanovich stated that not more than 10% of Soviet
readers' desire for SF is satisfied, a fabulous grosn of dismay
went through the room, followed by a moment of silence which

what problens were ri
straight out, comrades: bar & in fringe
deals by individual writers and individual publishers, the
Convention did not ralse or resolve any problems. The Convention
and this is another festure it has in common with the
Sverdlovsk "Aelita" festival) is & free and friendly interchange
between several thousand people interested in science fliction
lterature from all over the world. It offers a free exchange of
opinions, of information, of books, an opportunity to make new
acquaintances, and, of course, & chance to get Sadoyably bigh
through communicating with like-minded people 1 hope Arkadi
won't take too grest exception to the way rendered wha
the German version stood as “s possibility lo get high spiritusl
pleasure®! ~ JKHB]

Naturally a Convention Is not the healthiest way
for two old men to spend their time. t wes very tiring. We
slept 5-6 hours a night, not more. We drove ourselves to
exhsustion. Nonetheless [ feel extremely grateful to the
f the con for their friendly invitation, for their
unperalleled hospitality, and for giving us & chance to see for
curselves what the young SF fan is like in the West: s very
very good type. (It came to me as “figure”; I think this Is &
fair rendering - JXHE]

And one more thing. At the 45th World S
Convention Boris Nathanovich nd I received an sward from the
World SF Organisation inscribed: "For Independence of Thought.™

few contracts signed

This text copyright e Brunner Fact & Fiction Ltd.
Copyright essigned gretis to the BSFA 1988.
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Local Fanomena
The Clubs Column

by Keith Mitchell

We kick off this month with a follow-up to some information
missing from last issue's column. Hsving made & brief field-trip
to the other side of the country, your roving columnist has
more to report on west coast of Scotland fandom.

The current venue for The Friends of Kilgore Trout is Calrns
pub, on Miller St, off Argyll St. They meet there every Thursd-y
night, from sbout 830 pm, and the contact is Mark Meenen, at
“Burnawn”, Stirling Rd, Dumbarton G82 2PJ, tel: o8 ssrs,

Alternative Glasgow fandom, known variously as

Choir, Cretinfandom or The Friends of Admiral Benbow, is still
going strong at can be found at the
Corner of Buchanan St and Nelson Mandela Place, and they usually
meet from about 9pm onwards. If you feel you might fit in with
one of these factions (or would lfke to start your ownt
contact Sendy Brown, 18 Gordon Terrace, Blantyre, G72 9NA, or
John Mooney on 041-952 9286.

Outside of Glasgow, S0S, the Saltcosts group, meets every
Wednesday nigh 3 lwell St, Saltcoats,
Ayrshire. For more lnlnrmanon phone Dlva Ellis on 0294 603184.

Now that Central Scotland hss been more than comprehensively
covered, it's time to move on to other parts of the country.
First off is the Chester and District SF Group, CADS, which
meets on the first and third Sundays of each month in The Old

, Watergate St, from 8.30 pm. Contact Alison
Scott st 2 Craithie Rd, Vicars Cross, Chester CH3 5IL, tel: 0244
42396. Allson seys that the meetings are fairly informal
affairs, and the two main activities appear be chatting and the
consumption of Marston's Pedigree.

Beer consumption seems to be a favourite activity at many
groups, and for discerning beer drinkers like myself, it's nice
to know what varfeties there are at your local group's venue, if
they meet in a pub. If you can tell me this when letting me
know sbout your group, then I can include it in the listings.

For example, at FORTH we have McEwans 80/- and Younger's No.3,
& consequence of Milne's being owned by Scottish and Newcastle.
It could be best described s “inconsistently mediocre
Fortunately, Scottish licensing laws permit us to move on after
11pm, which at lesst lets us drink such things as Belhaven and
Caledonfan 70/~ and 80/-. (I won't say anything about the beer
drunk at Glasgow meetings in case they don't buy me any more.)

1 am very grateful to Martin Tudor for filling me in on lots of
fan activities In the Midlands (and elsewhere). Most notable
amongst these are the formal meetings of the long-established
Birmingham Sclence Fiction Group (SFG). These are held in the
Benguin (formerly) Ladbroke Hotel in New St, Birmingham, on the

third Fridey of each month at 8pm, Their guest speaker in
September was John Jarrold of Futura Books, and coming up in
their program are a Debate with the Birmingham University SF
Soctety in October, and Guwyneth Jones ing In November.
Attendance for these meetings is £1.50 for visitors, £1.00 for
members. You can join by sending £5.50 to the treasurer, David
Weke, at 160 Beaumont Rd, Bournville, Birmingham, B30 INY, tel:
021-451 2287. Cheques are payable to the BSFG, and your £5.50
also entitles you to receive the regular BSFG Newsletter, edited
by David A Hardy.
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Also in the Midlands Is the BSFG-affiliated Leicester SF Gruup
whose meetings are on & generally smaller scale. They meet
the pub, at 155 Cherles St, in Leicester. The
meetings are held from 8pm on the first Friday of every month.
For more Information contact George Clark at 71 Wolverton Rd,
Leicester LE3 2AJ, or tel: 0533 823405

Groups uhich are in the process of starting up Include 3 new SF
and Fantasy film society in Manchester. This is being organised
by Harry Nedler, whom you can contact at 15 Fennel St,
Manchester, tel; 061-835 1055, 1f you are interested.

Jonathan Cowle's attempts to start a group in Dartford have
resulted In two meetings so far. Meetings take place on the 2nd
Thursday of each month, at the Phoenix pub in Lower Hythe
Street, which is three minutes north of Dumxn Statfon, under
the raflvay bridge and then look For further
information, contact Jon Cowle at § Charllavﬂ)e 'Rd, Erith, Kent,
DAB 1HJ.

1 had hoped to run & listing of University/College/ Polytechnic
group this issue, but unfortunately haven't had information from
any, which I think has more than something to do with the
postal strike. While I do have listings of some groups, an un-
fortunste property of information about local groups s that it
generally gets out of date very quickly. I spologise therefore
if I'm asking you for information which you have given before,
but it is better to have up-to-date listings, rather than send

le on & wild goose chase. Hopefully, next Matrix will see &
full list of these groups. in the meantime, thank you to all who
have written, and I'm still keen to hear what's new.

EXTRA NEWS
by Maureen Porter

Just a round-up of bits of information which have come to me,
rather than Kefth.

First of all, spologies to the Tolkien Society for omitting to
mention that they meet on the first Saturday of the month.

Laurence Dean has recently moved to Canterbury, Kent and would
be keen to hear from other sf fans in the srea, to see if &
group could be brought together. Contact Lawrence Desn at 47
Forrester Close, Canterbury, CT1 1DZ. Tel: 0227 458509.

On s slightly different track, for anyone in the Greater London
sres who Is Interested in spaceflight and astronomy, and would
ke to meet other like-minded people, ASTRA London is now
meeting on the first Saturday of every month. It is plenning
talks on a wide range of astronomical and astronsutical
subjects. For further information, please contact Del Cotter on
01 769 7287.

I've also had a note from Michael Bernard! about Earthlight SF &
F Zine, which is a newszine edited by Michael and others,
published by EPub (part of the BRitish Associstion of Computer
Clubs) and accessible on the Prestel database. Effectively, the
readers form & nationwide electronic club, hence the mention
here. They also have occasional get-togethers, such ss st the
Worldcon last year. Anyone who is a member of Prestel can write
for Earthlight, which Michsel describes as s combination of
Matrix and Paperback Inferno. Contact Michael Bernardi at 145
Maple Drive, Burgess Hill, West Sussex, RHI5 BDE, or Prestel
Meilbox no: 919994136

I've also received some information from John Peters sbout the
Drake Science Fiction Association. This club meets twice &
month, roughly first and third Saturdays, 8pm onwards, at The
Stonehouse  Vaults off the centre of Plymouth. John
describes them as & general interests club, with a strong media
biss, ususlly showing a video once a month, alternating films
and tv series. They also produce @ quarterly clubzine, called
Drake’s Drum, which caters to the club members' literery and
artistic leanings, printing fiction and articles, reviews and
artwork, and anything else available. They have about 40
bers, covering a wide variety of age groups, and anyone
interested in SF is welcome, especially any local BSFA members
Membership fees are £10 per annum - full member, £7 unemployed
or occasional attendee, and this includes copies of the clubzine
when published.

Contact John at 299 Southway Dr, Southway, Plymouth, Devon, PLE
6QN, tel: 0752 785853
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The Periodic Table

Not quite a convention - Sci- Fi Fairs are holding an event at
Stanwell Villsge Hall, Stenwell, which is five minutes from M25

Tanith Lee, Ed Bishop. Membership: £15 attending, £8 supporting
Contact: Jette Goldie, 97 Harrison Rd, Edinburgh, EK11 ILT. Film
& TV inspired convention

WORLD FANTASY CONVENTION - 28-30 October, Ramada Inn, London
Guests: James Herbert, Disna Wynne Jones, Clive Barker, Michael

Junction 14, specialising in film and television
records, etc Further d from Sci-Fi
Longclose House, Common Roed, Eton Wick,
6QY, enclosing sae, plesse. Tel: 0753 862637 (day) or 0582
391328 (evening). Anyone who attends - & report to Natrix
would be appreciated.

Fairs,

Just & reminder that Hatfield Poly SF Group - PSIFA for short -
is holding its tenth anniversary convention - DECAID - over the
weekend of 21-23 October. Guests are Guyneth Jones and Lorna
Mitchell, and the weekend will include a preview of the new
film, Moontrap, starring Walter Koenig and Bruce Campbell. The
artist guest will be Shez, and Dave Lernit, leading light in the
society, will be shaving off his beard for charity. See the con
listing for membership detalls.

I've also received Information sbout the Tyneside International
Sclence Faction (sic) Festival, which is to be held in Newcastle
over the week of 9-15 August, 1989. This is being organised by
a sclence fiction/fantasy/horror group called Marphi, which has
been in existence in the ares for about a year.

According to the literature so far received by the BSFA,
it 1s to be a week long festival with planned events such as
book signings, film premleres, marathon film showings, marathon
roleplaying games, visits by major celebrities, and much more.

The group clain that it is going to bigger than
Worldcons, although it has to be said, given the fact that an
average Worldcon takes upwards of four years to organise, this
mey be a lfttle ambitious. For further fnformation, contact;
Anands Cable, 30 Wilkinson Court, Jarrow, Tyne & Wear, NE32 3NQ.

Belgisn fans are getting in on the conventfon act, with an
informal get-together, admission free, on Saturday 22nd October.
The venue is The Drum public house, 25 Avenue Auderghen, 1040
Brussels, Belgium, from 11.30 am onwards. The hope is to provide
videos, books for sale, and a quiz, smong other things. For
further information, contact Graham Andrews, Square Marguerite
13, Bofte 24, 1040 Brussels tel: 734 1694 or David Stewart, Ch
de Wavre 1715, 1160 Brussels tel: 675 0128.

NICON hes won the bid to host the 1989 Unicon. Unofficlally
known s uNicon, it will be held the weekend of 11-13
August 1n Belfsst, at the Queens University Halls of Residence
and Student Unfon. Guests so far announced are lain Banks and
Terry Pratchett (who was appaunny invited long before his
other con appesrances). The cost follows - Attending
membership is £6 until the end of the year, end non-attending
nembership is £2. Cheques should be made payable to Nicon, and
sent to Joe McNally, 106 Somerton Rd, Belfast, BT15 4G

With regerd to the filkcon, Contabile, The Transatlentic Fish
Fund, also known as the Flying Fish Fund hes been set up to
bring over a prominent American filksinger. Leslie Fish, the
premfer American filker, has been invited. Donstions to the fund
are welcome, and should be sent to Gytha North, 18 Glynde Rd,
Brighton, BN2 2YJ.

CONVENTION ROUNDUP
compiled by Maureen Porter

Plesse enclose an sae when writing for information. Most cons
run on e tight budget and this is alueys appreciated. If you sre
running a convention or know of one which I've missed, plesse
send information to the editorial address. All listings are free,
and will continue until the convention has taken place.

1988 CONVENT IONS

DECAID - Shoestring Con 10; 21-23 October, Hatfield Polytechnic.
Guests: Guyneth Jones, Lorna Mitchell and others. Membership: £6
ottending, £1 supporting, discount for past and present PSIFA
members. Contact: Jez Hildred, Decaid, PSIFA, c/o Students Union,
Hetfleld Polytechnic, Hatfleld, Herts. Cheques made payable to
“HPSU*, all proceeds to convention charlity.

HANSECON - 27-30 October, CVIM Haus, Grosse Petersgrube, LUbeck.
Contact: Dieter Schmidt, Haidrath 33D, D-2055 Wohltorf, West
Germany.

CONCERT 28-30 October, Grosvenor Hotel, Edinburgh; Guests:

Foreman. p: Attending £50, , supporting £15. Contact:
Vor1d Fantasy Convention, 130 Park View, Vembley, Mddx, HAS 61U

NOVACON 18 - Annual Brum Group Convention;
4-6 November, Royal Angus Hotel, Birmingham; Guest: Garry
Kiluorth. Membership: £10 (£15 on door); Contact: Novacon 18, c/o
Bernfe Evans, 7 Grove Avenue, Acocks Green, Birminghan, B27 7UY

THE EIGHTH LEONARD NINOY CON.- 18-20 November, Queens Hotel,
Leicester. Membership: Attending £12, supporting £1.50. Contact:
Carol Davies, 77 The Ridings, Ealing, London, W5 3DP

KRINGCON
25-26 June, Oslo, Norway

Reviewed by Wilf James

AS CONS IN BRITAIN GO, IT WAS SMALL AND VERY INFORMAL. BECAUSE
of its smallness, almost everything took place in & single
lergish room which was on the upper floor of the Kingsjs
students’ club. Adjoining rooms were used for the fan room,
crashing and mn.
programme {ncluded a 1 @ on humour In SF,

ﬂurlng which '.hn infamous story of the "Poor Norwegian Fen" was
recounted. The organisers of an American Worldcon (Sesttle?)
some time ago offered (as a joke) membership for a quantity of
nuts and fruit. Anfara, the Oslo SF soclety, sent a letter saying
they were very poor so were teking up this offer. With the
cooperation of a fan/friend in a shipping agency they prepsred
bills of lading for two contalners of fruit and nuts, giving
ship, time and date of departure, and estimated time and date of
arrival in an Americen port. Coples of these bills and
membership applications were sent the con committee.
Needless to say, no fruit and nuts were sent, and the American
reaction was left to the imagination

There was a panel in which the woman's view of SF
was discussed. I caught some of it (the Swedish and some of the
Norwegian). There seemed to be only one general conclusion -
there are no men in fandom - only little boys.

The athletic event was The Great Typewriter
Throwing Competition in the discus throwing cage of the nearby
sports fleld with a heavyish portsble donated by Egil Stenseth
which had to be repaired with brown parcel tape to prevent it
disintegrating. I had e go but could only reach about half the
winning distance.

There was a picnic on Saturday evening about half
a mile awey on the shore of (Sogn's water). Anders
Holmstrfm wore a dress suit and Heid! Lyshol wouldn't have
looked out of place in an Edwardian setting, and we were very
well entertained by some extremely fannish filk in the Swedish
style.

Later that same evening I came second in a Grotty
Tie Competition with a erotic tie presentation.

There was a debate sbout a Scandinavian bid for
Worldcon which seemed to run on the lines of "Denmark or Bust"
(There isn't reslly anywhere other than Copenhagen which could
hold e Worldcon and possibly attract enough fans) In passing,
the debate covered the possible arrangements for a proper
Scandinavian con (Swedish feuds permitting).

After the suction on the Sunday there was little
else happening and the con started to fade away. However, all
wes not lost; s dead dog perty was scheduled for those who
could spare the time and could be accommodated at Johan
Schimanski's mother's apartment. There, on the balcony, I was
sble to watch the sunset merge into a sunrise.

NASACON 9
2-3 July, Stockholm, Sweden

Reviewed by Wilf James

THE CON SEEMED A BIT DISORGANISED AT THE START BECAUSE THE
talks were given in the same hall as that used for the bar.
Oyvind Myhre from Norway wes the first GOH to speak end I had
hoped to record his talk. Sod's Law prevailed. The plug and
3.5mm adspter I used proved too heavy for the tiny microphone
socket, which parted company from the printed circuit board.
missed o game of Meteorball (a sort of rounders/softball) while
I tried to fix the mike socket with a bent paper clip.

In the middle of the afterncon there was & panel
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discussion featuring Oyvind Myhre, Klaus Johansen and sam J.
Lundwall. 1 found ft very interesting to he three
Scandinavian languages being used by the panelists ulthaut any
concessfon being made to their Swedish audience.

There was a questlonnaire on SF with the programme
book which 1 filled in as best I could. I was surprised to find
that I came a very poor third on the list when it came to the
time to announce the winners. Then I discovered that the top
three were required to take part in a quiz on SF. Needless to
say I still came third.

next event of any consequence was & beer
tasting. 1 had brought a quart bottle of Ruddles from England
which went down very well and was generally considered smong
the top three of the dozen beers on offer. The beer tasting was
held outside until an unexpected heavy shower of rain
interrupted the proceedings for a while and the bits of paper
we used to take notes became soggy and unreadable, so ther
wasn't & proper count of votes at the end

Then there was a musical presentation by Steffen
Mossige Norrheim, using backing tapes he had recorded himself
with the aid of a synthesiser and & big mixing desk. I was very
impressed by his musical sbility and the range and content of
his songs - which mostly used SF themes. The show wes one of
the really memorable highlights of Nasacon 9.

crashed in a quiet corner on my sleeping beg. At
sround 5.30sm 1 was rudely awakened by o Swedish policemen
prodding me with a stick. I tried in my best Swedish to explain
who I was and why I was there. This seemed to satisfy him. He
and his mate went on to discover other sleeping bodies which
were scattered in odd corners but they didn't weke snyone else
up. In the end they went away mumbling about the odd habits of
sclence fiction fens.

Sundsy began at midday (approx). There was an
suction, and a talk by Klaus Johensen about Scandinavian fan
publications. The next event was the Peanut Competition. This is
siniler in many ways to & pork pie race but on a smaller scale.
The biggest entry was left until last. It consisted of an IBM
PC, two colour monitors, an electronic interface box, a powerful
twin servo amplifier, a large motor which had a horizontal disc
of thimbles attached to it, and a tablespoon fixed to its shaft.
The megazine rotated, the ut was caught by the spoon which
then spun from 3 o'clock back to 12 o'clock and threw the
peanut about 8 feet. I doubt if I will ever see such a brilliant
mixture of expensive machinery, excellent software, and
sophisticated showmanship devoted to such a ridiculous cause
egain. It was mad but fun to watch, end almost worth going to
Stockholm to see for its own sake.

Anything after that had to be an anticlimax.

WINCON - UNICON 9
19-21 August, Winchester

Reviewed by Jane Killick

THIS YEAR'S UNICON WAS HELD AT KING ALFRED'S COLLEGE, WINCHESTER
and proved sgain that one of the most sppropriste places to
hold a cunvannon Is on & campus.

were Michael De Larrabeit!, Geoff Rymsn and
Patrick Tllley At least., that's who they were supposed to be.

Wincon could count as the first convention ever to lose a guest.
Rumours of the real reason for the disappesrance of Patrick
Tilley soon became the main feasture of the con and so did the
"Where's Patrick? badges. [See news column - Ed]

But to the programme {tself. Items were a little
sparse, but what there wes was above aversge. Geoff Ryman's
speech on *The Wizard of Oz' was definitely the highlight,
receiving an unprecedented round of applause from the audience
cranmed into the room. Also g un was "Time Assassin® where
IRR. Tolkein, the creators of Superman, Gene Roddenbury snd
some truly ewful children's writer I'e never heard of pleaded
for the assessin to go back in his time machine and destroy
them before they had the chance to inflict their crestions on
the world. In an emusing panel, Superman lived to save the

)

There was ‘an excellent roon/corridor/kitchen party
on the Saturday night which typified the "feel” of unicons for
e ~omally bab wary frisadiy.

All this with B&B for £10 and student union bar
prices — what more do you want?

GREENWOOD II - THE ROBIN OF SHERWOOD CONVENTION
27-29 August, Shepperton

Reviewed by Jane Killick

1 ARRIVED AT THE CONVENTION ON THE SATURDAY MORNING AND WITHIN
the first half hour found my hotel room, found a friend of mine,
found & guest talk progressing in main programme and
managed to ask the question I had planned. It wes going to be &
good con

This was my first medis con and I wasn't there so
much for the show (although it must rate smong the best SF TV
programmes of the past few years) but for the convention ftself.
However, much of the best programming was Robin related,
notably the guest talks. In fact there were so many guests at

e point that it was virtually impossible to walk into the bar
without bumping into an ector! The writer, stuntmen and actors
that attended were all excellent. Perhaps most memorsble was
Nick Grace (The Sheriff of Nottingham) getting the entire
sudlence to sing Gilbert and Sullivan with hin

If that didn't interest you, "The Arrow and the
Sword" were displaying their skills out on the lswn and letting
the punters heve & go - 50p for six arrows. It was great fun
and 1 managed to knock down two targets. Next to them were "The
Hawk Conservancy” flying birds of the feathered kind across the
loun (snd even inside the main hall during medfeval
banquet). Plus, inside for the devoted, a video programme played
every Robin of Sherwood ever made.

Everyone seened to have a good tine, including the
guests (you are going to invite me back next year, aren't you?)
- Richard Carpenter (the writer of the serles) stayed for the
entire weekend. Plenty of people were in beautiful costume, the
hotel (Shepperton Moat House) wes marvellous having hosted
meny & mediacon before). If there were sny complaints, the
evenings were a little desd and the rate for & single room &
bit pricey, hut 1 went home with that warm feeling of having
had a good

Fire & Hemlock

MAGAZINE LISTINGS
Conpiled, with comments, by Maureen Porter

A little shorter then nnrnal, as the post has eaten & lot of
zines. Do keep sending th

DEFINITIONS

enzine (@) tends to have more than ome contributor,
contents might include articles, reviews, fiction, letter. A
perzine (p) usually hes one author, contents vary. A clubzine
(c)ls prodicnd bya geoip ¢ weciaty: containing & mixture of
iten @) and ®) are

os are critical fournals (cf), reviewzines (> ond newszines ().
Anything else is probably indefinable (). The usual' (tw
verfes: & letter of comment (loc), & contribution, the promise of
either, a stemp. Trade means their zine for yours. Simply asking
nicely often does the trick

Review coples sre appreciated, though pl.use slnd two coples if
Paul Kincald or myself are on your mailing list. I don't use my
oun coples for reviewers.

LISTINGS

THE CAPRICIAN #3 - Lilfan Edwards (1 Braehead Rd, Thorntonhall,
glasgow, G74 5AQ) and Christina Lake (47 Wessex Ave, Horfield,
Bristol, BS7 ODE) (g/tw) Includes a description of & weekend in
Wales, con reports, wedding reports, and a clever article from
2Zy Nicholson, analysing the new breed of neofan.

BT 09 Wt Tudrl (121, C IBILL BuatILy, Witley,
West Nidlands, B66 4SH) (g/tu or £5 - €?). A themezine this
time, concentrating on friendship, In:ludlng articles from, among
others, Marion r Bradley, Ken Lake, Dave Wood, Bob Shaw
(ot to mention, me). A meaty and absorbing read, good writing

A FREE LUNCE #3 - Mike Christie and Sherry Coldsmith CTy Llyn,
llangorse, Powys, Wales, LD3 7UD) (g/tw). Good thick issue with
plenty of thought-provoking reading.

LARRIKIN #17 - Perry Middlemiss (GPO Box 2708X, Melbourne,
Victoria 3001, Australia) & Irwin Hirsh (2/416 Dandenong Rd,
Caulfield North, Victoria 3161, Australia) (sort of genzine/tu).
Cheerful zine, a good read, maybe confusing if you don't know
some of the people Involved.

MAVERICK €7 - Jenny Glover (16 Aviary Place, Armley, Leeds, LS12
2NP) (g/tw. A5 production filled with & myriad small erticles.
Value for money, so to speak.
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Members’
Noticeboard

g in the Member's is free to sll members
of the BSFA. It is also possible to have a repest advert should
you so require. You are welcome to sdvertise short wents lists,
itens for sale, requests for Information, penfriends, enything
which seems reasonable, but the editor does reserve the right
to refuse eny advertisement. All ads should be sent to Maureen
Porter, 114 Guildhall St, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 1ES

. i o
B ABSFABSF ABSF ABSF ABSF ABSF ABGF ABSF ABGF ABGF ABSF ABSF ABSF ABSFABSFA

enjoy collating? Give just a little of your time to the
BSFA by helping to collate its magazines at mailing sessions.
Malling takes place every two months at the Stats Department
Annexe at Reading University, under the segis of Keith Freeman.
We can promise tea or coffee, plus sn extra month on your
subscription for giving & hand each day. It's good fun (honest),
you get to meet other BSFA members, nﬂ Committee members do
turn up regularly to help. You are making & most valusble
contribution to the running of the Irmm Sclence Fiction
Association.

Next session Is

3/4 December 1988

See you there? Contact Keith Freeman for more information

(sddress Inside front cover or phone 0734 666142)

The Press Adminsitrator: M Stewart, 51
mbuq- Rd, St. Albans, Herts AL1 5LE.

Gey or Bisexual in Fandom? If you are interested in
joining & gay apa, almed st starting communication between
wenbecs‘of 't Gay, Conmnly ‘5 Pandon, drcp um i, The apa

infmun sctivity Is 2 sides A4,
3 ¢ minites 15 coples of their
srticle and are cherged only for the thelr monthly mailing costs

TIC LECXLY TARC GRORF 1s ressarching the firat aflitary tecks
buiflt during WW1 at Fosters & Co, Lincoln. Terry

extend the msterial hes so far gathered, and would -ppncl-u
hesring from members who have information, photos or records
relating to FLIRT I or its production in Lincoln. Contact: The
Lincoln Tank Group, /o R E Hooley, Technical Reference Section,
Ruston Gas Turbines, Firth Rd, PO Box 1, Lincoln

OCCAM'S CHAINSAW - Martin Smith (73 Nount Plessant Rd, New
Malden, Surrey). (p/tw) A slim volume, but highly entertaining,
with yet another discussion about sf and new fans. obviously
the burning topic of the moment.

OWOMA #5 - C R Laker & G A Bryant (121 Rue Jesn pauly, B-4300,
ANS Belgium) Gmostly fiction/tu)

PIRATE JENNY #2 - Pat Mueller, 618 Westridge, Duncanville, TX
75115, USA. (g/editorial whim). News and articles from the Hugo
Avard-winning former editor of the Texas SF Inquirer. Worth
resding.

TASH #4 - Tommy Ferguson (c/o Queen's University of Belfast
Sclence Fiction and Fentasy Society, Students' Union, University
Rd, Belfest, BT7 IPE, ND (g/tu or £1 for severs] issues) The
repro s Iffy, with a slight outbreak of inky duplicator snd
wrinkled stencil, whilst pages 12 & 13 are just not there.
However, contents include s reprint of Bob Shaw's Campus Fugit,
his Serious Sclentific Telk from the Worldcon, Tommy himself
discussing fanzines, Kev McVeigh reviewing books and lettercol.
Not high art, but & good effort and interesting read.

TIMBRE #5 - Tim Jones (20 Gillesple St, Dunedin, Aotearos, New
Zealand) (p/tu?) Highly superior dtp production, and the contents
look quite interesting too, though maybe & little too much white
space. Worth & look, 1 think.

& o FOR SALE & &

CONSPIRACY FAN ROOM PUBLICATIONS
NOW READ OW - A Collection of Recent British Fanuriting ed. Rob
Hansen

THE STORY SO FAR A Brief History of British Fandom 1931 -1987
by Rob Hansen
PLATEN STORIES by Dave Langford. A collection of Dave's writings.
Each of these publications costs £2
. Grahan James. A representative
collection of fan writing over the last 50 years. Price £1
All the sbove items are available from Greg Pickersgill at 7a
Laurence Rd, South Ealing, London W5. Cheques should be made
paysble to Conspiracy, and there s a flat rate of 50p postage
per order.

IMAGINATION UNLIMITED - Third list now available. Many fantasy
and science fiction paperbacks, end review coples,
for ssle st reasonsble prices, plus a selection of secondhand
hardbecks. Contact: Maureen Porter, 114 Guildhall St, Folkestone,
Kent, CT20 1ES. Return postage appreciated.

#1 A new quarterly magezine of speculative and
imsginative fiction, poetry and art. 52 pages, £125 each, or
£450 for & year's subscription (post inclusive in UK).
peysbla to Yorks'

Dave Hughes,

t: 12 Blakestones Road,
Mmfhld. W07 50Q

Slaithvaite,

THE TRANSATLANTIC HEARING AD by Dave Langford. A report of
Dave's trip to the 38th Worldcon in Boston in 1980, as TAFF
winner. A must for any fan of his writing, and the Ideal
introduction for anyone unfamilair with Dave's fannish work.

Avatlsble for £225 (£2 to TAFF, 25p for postsge) from
Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Resding, Berkshire, RG1 SAU

40 SF bardbecks at £150 each (Readers Union SF Book Club) or
£40 for the lot, plus postage (heavy). Also: Astronomy hardbacks
for sl full lists contact: Joseph Jegla, 92 Fir Tree
Estate, Thurgoland, Sheffield, 530 7BG.

Also prectically full set of Omni magszine at & bargain
price of £50 (well under quarter price).

SCIENCE FICTION, FANTASY AMD HORROR BOOKS. Large collection of
signed coples, first

fons, secondhand etc. list to: David
Griffiths, 182a North View Rd, Hornsey, London N& 7NB

Dean Foster -
Port

MIDWORLD and With I'rhnd! Like These by Alan
coples wanted. Contact: Andy Buchan, 20 Grammsh Avenue,
Erin, Isle of Man. Te! oszc 832339

THE JOSHUA FACTOR by D D Clayton. Any editfon will do. Contact;
1 44 Hogerth Court, Fountain Drive, London, SE19 1UY

Mar
Tel: 01-670 1984

SF ENCYCLOPAEDIA 1978 Any reasonsble price paid for n ropy of
this, Contact: Wil James, 106 Jarden, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 2NZ.
Tel: 0462 677267

Does such s thing as  souvenir megezine for the film Brazl
exist, and If so, would anyone be willing to sell a copy to
Patrick Lee, at 24 Ousden Drive, Cheshunt, KErts, ENS 9RL

150, he is interested in sny books on science fiction
ert, featuring the work of Chris Foss, Tony Roberts, Colin Hay,
Peter Elson, Jim Burns, Jeff Ridge, or John Harris. He would
particulerly like to obtain "21st Century Foss" by Chris Foss,
and “"Spacewreck” by Stewart Cowley.

DISCWORLD FILKS - Do you write filksongs. Have you thought that
you might like to write a filksong but can't think of a subect?
Why not write a song about Terry Pratchett's Discworld?

1 am compiling @ book of Discworld Filks for publication
sometime in 1989. Choose any aspect you like, e.g. whether girls
can be wizards, the sex life of Great ATuin, sapient pearwood,

fes etc., and send
2 Duncan Gate,

. le pork curr
the song to Vslerfe Housden, Minas Istarion’,
London Road, Bromley, Kent, BRI 35G.

1 would prefer songs set either to tunes that are out of
copyright, or that ere original, and If you don't know musical
notation, then send tape of 1t es well.
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WELCOME TO ANOTHER LETTERS COLUMN, STILL SOMEWHAT CURTAILLED.
becsuse of a page shortsge, and becsuse of s lack of letters.
The next deadline is:

FRIDAY 11th NOVEMBER

Ceci]l Nurse's Sospbox article - Maybe Science
Fiction Is Desd, has drawn a good response, taking
into account the postal strike.

Peter Tennant
9 Benry Cross Close, Shipdham, Thetford, Norfolk IP25 7LQ

Trends come and go, in literature as in everything else, but I
think the current sscendancy of fantasy owes more to the ides
of escapism than Cecll is willing to concede. Escapism was, es
Cecil argues, once @ dirty word, but sought after by a great
many people for all that. The problem with fantasy in Its purest
forn wes that, with its cbvious relationship to the fairy story,
1t laid readers open to accusation of childishness. Serfous
minded people (for which read “adults") were not supposed to be
unduly Interested in the sdventures of wizards, elves and the
Iike. That was for kids. Science fiction, on the other hand,
provided similar thrills to fantasy and also, by virtue of the
science and future extrapolation involved, s pretext for adult
interest. Nobody Ifkes to be thought childish and I think the
sttitudes of many sclence fiction resders in the past were
dictated, subconsciously at least, by the desire to avold being
seen in this light.

But the times change, and in recent years, fantasy
appears to have been thoroughly rehabilitated. In pert, this may
be due to the phenomenal success of Tolkien (who s the fantasy
equivalent of K G Wells), but perhaps also, we should teke Into
sccount the worldwide spirit of youthful rebellion, with its
questioning of given values and rejection of adult réle models.
In such & climate, the lovers of escepism for Its own sake can
come out of the closet and shamelessly indulge themselves on
fantesy In its pure form, instead of making do with the diluted
version offered by sclence fictfon. Before moving on from the
subject of fantasy, I should add that I resd and enjoy & lot of
it myself. I an oware that there is s lot more range snd
diversity to the genre than my sweeping generalisations seem to
imply. Nothing 1 have said is intended to denigrate fantasy and
1 don't consider it any way childish.

Cecil is right in saying that our attitudes towards
science itself have changed. We have lost faith in science as
the snswer to all problens, perhaps even see it as the root
cause of many. We enjoy the benefits of technology as
individusls in our everydsy lives, but st the same time sre
ausre and healthily concerned about the threat technology,
unchecked, msy represent to our survival as a species. The
prevalent attitude Is one of 'handle with care’, and it's 8

far more so than the old one of ‘full
. 1f sclence fiction has
played & part in meking us think more sbout what we are doing
and why, then it's to the genre's credit.

Cecil accuses the genre of losing its optimism, s
conplaint echoed by Charles Platt In a recent Interzone (though
he considers the sickness to be a purely British malaise). I
think they overstate the case. Yes, optimism has been part of
sclence fiction, but not to the extent Cectl suggests. The
dystopian strand has always been present, and perhaps ultimately
more Influentisl. Optimisa has & place in both sclence fiction
end real life, but we must not allow it to blinker us to things
es they actuslly are. Nothin

ted os pure escapism. Real optimism, s opposed to the
fictional hybrid, mey consist of painting the blackest picture
possible, in the hope that we'll have the sense and will to
svert the reslity.

In answer to Cecil, I don't think sclence fiction Is dead
at all. I think the genre has grown up and accepted its
responsibilities.

And for & few observations on the nature of genre:

Ms G J K Rooke
Southview, Pligrins Lane, Chilham, Kent, CT4 8AB

The classification of fiction into genres hes only happened
within the last thirty years or so, as the amount published, and
particularly the number of suthors, began to grow. There are so

track of everyone writing the kind of novel he
Itkes, without a little help from lfbrarisns and bookshops. This
was tended of dividing books according to content,
and they were all originally novels of literary merit according
to the merit of the whatever the subject. Unfortunately,
s soon as the books were labelled for the convenlence of their
resders, s lot of hack writers moved in to the categories,
started to formulsrise them, and genres were born. I'm not
saying that good suthors svoid genre. After all, they have to
write something, and the categories were Intended to take in all
forms of fiction. But there is a difference between someone
writing in a category because that Is the way they think and
feel, and they can put across their message most clearly in that
forn, and somecne writing in that category because the gr-
rules ere easy to follow, and the readership will sppreciate it
done just this way.

Cecil Nurse bemoans the demise of Tardware' fiction, and
suggests a pessimistic resson for it. I'd Itke to give an
alternative possibility, several even. The problem with the
earlfest science fiction is that It has been overtsken by fact.
The great thing about science now fs that everything gets
smsller, handier, more everyday. Bigger is best' died slmost
overnight. SF, for the most part, tried to sdjust Its size, but
somehow the ides of & spaceship travelling round the humsn
cardlo-vascular system doesn’t have quite the same sppeal, to my
mind at any rate. I would rather do without the space ship
sltogether. And 1 think that is what the category of SF hes
done, moving from Hardware to Software. Only the die-hards look
for anything new in Hardwere. Software, as speculative fiction,
breaks down the interface between the interfor and exterfor of
the human body in o way that Hardware hss never attempted to
do. Men were men, and aliens were lizards. Now we have beings
who are half men, half computer, living half in the real world
and helf in en existence dreamed up by the author. The writer
is forced willy-nilly into the very spc:u!u(lve and amorphous
realm of psychology. So the genre has alter:

lan Mundell
5 Sunnyhill Lane, Oare, Marlborough, Wilts, SN8 4JG

. 1 am now going in circles which is where, even with the best
intentions, most attempts to put a diffuse subject such es SF
under definition end. The term should be recognised as o
generalisation, and trested as such; there will aluays be
exceptions and grey sreas, and these just have to be accepted
when using the term.

Dylen Dykins
64 Elm Drive, Yr Wyddgrig, Clywd, CH7 1SG

1 don't think categorfes matter, or contribute snything to s
work which s good enough to get pedants arguing over what the
publisher's blurb should define it &s. As s reader it doesn't
help me explore a book If someone comes out with precise
definitions for {t. I'n interested In what the guthor wanted the
book to convey, the themes which, even subconsclously, leave s
distinct impression in my mind which Is remembered whenever [
think of the book after putting it down. It's that nemeless,
trens-sensual impression which is, ultimately important in
defining the book, in telling me 1f I Ifked 1t or not

Patrick Lee
24 Ousden Drive, Cheshunt, Herts, ENS 9RL

The dictionary ususlly regards SF s concerned with futuristic

defined as “speculative fiction®, because it sounds too long, and
presents a fiction to think sbout or make guesses. For most
people, mlemes fiction IS escapism because, in reslity, oversll,
nothing ev there are some things we can't do. So,
we h.glm all the things we wish we could do through science
fiction. Fantasy is the . except thst it ignores most laws
of science, and doesn't sttempt to explain (tself
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And now for s brief miscellany of comments on &
variety of subjects, starting with & final few
words on the ‘political balance’ issue. This
dence is now closed.

James Parker
18 King William St, Old Town, Swindon, SN1 3LB

As o longtime SF resder, 1 have hopefully cultivated an open,
tolerant, relaxed attitude to different soclal and cultursl
treditions. Nothing is truly alien when you lh-ndm 111-founded
fears based on ignorsnce and prejudice.
legacy to me, and I hope,

esent or any future editor
sincerely held views of BSFA members being expressed in

poges of Metrix would cause this particular member much enxlety

- especially If such a policy wes msn;-m in the interests of
such & dublous concept as ‘bal

Kev McVelgh
37 Firs Rd, Milnthorpe, Cumbria LA7 7GF

I'm & little surprised to see s0 much of the BSFA
mesbership s considered to be left-wing socialist. Where did

the South African debate, where consensus
to oppose a boycott - a boycott which the left is in favour of,
and Ken Loke's complaints sbout feminism and SF in Vector, which
prompted a multi-political reaction against Ken rather then in
favour of a particular ideology. It is true that there are s lot
of soclalists in the BSFA, but it doesn't seem disproportlonate,
unlfke the current meke-up of the House of Commons, for
instance.

Marina McDonald
172 Beaumains Rd, Hartley Vale, Plymouth, PL3 SSE

1 am one of those rare specimens, a Tory fan: a Western Area
official, no less, but there is no point in having a political
argument per se in the BSFA, so I didn't ssy so specifically
before. How about & critical journal on Libertarisn/Authoritarisn
future socfeties, or even one on politics In SF, with
representatives from side: much better than accusing e
herdworking BSFA officlal of bias from the esse of en armchair.

Tom Jones responded to Andy Sawyer's Sospbox in
M76 - 1 wes rather surprised that more people
didn't.

Tom Jones
14 Haywood, Haversham Park, Bracknell, RG12 4WG

1 had missed the Green Paper on public libraries and am
grateful that Andy Sawyer decided to write about it. I can see
no practical for privatising/hiving off bits of the
Ibrary service, but unfortunately, privatisation does seem to be
s political theology, at times having little to do with improving
service to the public. Yes, I am a soclalist of sorts, but I do
accept some privatisation schemes were worthuhile.
Privatising librarfes seems to make little sense.

o

ing tack entirely, Jessica Yates wonders If
anyone can help solve & mystery.

Jessica Yates
14 Norfolk Avenue, South Tottenham, London, N15 6IX

Watching children's tv on Channel 4, one morning, halfway
through Mey, 1 noticed an unususl advertisement. It began with
two housewlves folding sheets, and comparing their whiteness.
Then the screen went round and round, very quickly, and up on
the screen, with slightly fuzzy definition, came an Alien Monster
announcing “Do not adjust your set. We have broken in on your
transmissions to send you an urgent message from the planet
Zarg, where we are dying of thirst. Only one source of liquid
will do, the drink you Earthlings call Quosh. Please save us, if
only for the sake of our children'. Then he held up & jar with
tiny fish or tadpoles in It. He announced that their
rocket-ships were all resdy to take off to travel to Earth, gave
the slogan for the campeign. end poured o carten drick in his
eor, which looked like o fin. Then the screen went round
round again, and ve were back with the two housewives loldlns
their sheets.

Ve watched ITV for the rest of the week to see if the
wmu.-m would be repested, but it wasn't, and we saw it
just once, the week before half-term. Thundercats comic, issue

64, contained & full page advertisement for Quosh, advertising s
T-shirt by mail order, and we have also seem &

the alien on billboards, but these have now
wes the sdvert killed? Did parents complain? Did people take it
o0 seriously, ltke Orson Welles' redio version of The War of
the Worids? Why kill a terrific edvert which children really
enjoyed without fesr?

And over to Peter Watts for some comments on
fanzines. Please note that Peter has moved since I
listed his fanzine.

Peter Watts
Flat D, 51 Oxford Gardens, London W10 SUF

The second paragraph of Thomas Ferguson's Soapbox (M76) would
seem to suggest that the quality of a fanzine is determined
primarily, if not entirely, by factors like design, rules of
gremmar would egree that these
important, 1 think these can be divided into two categories; the

essentisl, and the cosmetic. Basic legibility end literscy are
that, youts and such are
cosmetic, and subservient to literary quality - and en awful lot

of literary quality needs to be added for something to be worth
resding. Hamlet on the back of envelopes remains; If it is
legible it can be resd with the same satisfaction as s hardback
copy. A besutifully sugmented, full colour Fire Instructions
leaflet have artistic sppesl, but not & scrap more literary
appeal than the tatty original hanging on the wall.

So what determines literary quality? 1 believe it to be
broadness of appeal. Something that wins the Nobel Prize for
Literature clearly appeals to the judges. Mills and Boon novels
sppeal to Mills and Boon readers. Statistically, there are more
Mills and Boon readers than Nobel judges snd others who might
resd the honoured tome. The book that {s better than both of

read, it would seem that the only common factors between all of
them are that they sre non-commercial, and that they have
roughly the same target, fandom. These limits could be said to

define a fanzine. 1 would strongly resist any suggestion that
there should be additional factors - such as an “assigned” role,
common to all. Certainly nothing I might write is going to be
influence by such & notion In the slightest.

Possibly the major threat to fanzine health is this very
concept. People should write sbout what the hell they want to. I
was inftially fmpressed st what seemed the progressive attitude
of fandom, but since, I've been perplexed at some blinkered
sttitudes. For example, my own Lincolnshire Rewinds received
benused comments on its title. What did it mean? I presume

these correspondents did not complain to the Radio Times sbout
& comed

me they sat through, anticipating a circus with

ee past a surreal title, then
#f & future James Joyce is & struggling fan writer, he can
forget it. This is presumsbly a recent development, as people

to mind learning sbout zines from en Item
mischievous enough to call ftself "Fire and Hemlock". Ironically,
M76's copy gives details of a titleless zine, which rather makes
Rewinds look or thodox.

Not necessarily, but it might reflect the fact that
1 couldn't work out the title of the zine. I do
know that it has one, but 1 still don't know what
1t was. Nothing evant-garde in & lack of legibility

1 think there are two other threats to fanzines. The first is
desktop publishing. Those lucky enough to be sble to produce hi-
zines will do so, and humbler efforts may be thought
.uwnu:-uy inferfor. Cosmetic appeal may be deemed more
literary quality. The second threat is

neurnvannu Zines that consist of nothing but zine reviews
and reports on cons where everyone discussed nothing but
similer zines end similar cons, end locs on the same all

expressed in an ngly srcane ogy p
to espiring neos. I can see fandom forming a kind of event
horizon, with mundanes stuck on the outside and established
fans stuck the inside, with the lstter eventually

disappearing into a different universe altogether

And that's all for this time. Just the eternal ples
10 you to write to me, brickbats and bouquets, plus
the ususl reminder the next deadline for
Matrix is:

FRIDAY 11th NOVEMBER

Don't let me down, and make a postman feel loved
and wented.
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