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Determinants

The first magazine following @ change of editor is
inevitably an interim one, based on its predecessor,
while the new editor gains some i

P
issue, the new editor is confident enough to experi-
ment with the layout.

There are three major priorities for Matrives (or
should that be Matrices?) in the future. It is surpris-
ing how many regional sf events there are - plays,
demonstrations, events, films (especially in speci
ised Film Faestivals), lectures, meetings, workshops.
It s difficult to publicise them in advance due to the
Matrix bi-monthly schedule, but there is an ideal
opportunity for BSFA members to go, singly or in
groups, and write an opinion or appreciation for
Matrix.

iterary indigestion, mos
articles on popular features of f are needed - this
issue contains a prime example, ideas on how
Phillp K. Dick's We can remember it for you whole-
sale will translate to screen.

Finally, no piece of art can exist in isolation. One
solution would be to anchor the ilustrations to the
text, the same way D West used to draw cartoons
for the letter column. Another solution is to have an
optional theme for the illustrations, ke dragons in
this issue. The range of dragons is marveliously
memorable and delightful. Next issue's
theme" is a series of alien hands and heads.

It is interesting to know a litle about the arists, the
artist has chosen one particular interpretation of &
subject.

This is & fuller than normal Matrix because of the
Guest of Honour speech, the accounts and the AGM
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minutes, ly regular
trimmed mercilessly, including this one. The next
deadiine is Saturday July 14, Bastile Day. Until
next time...

About the Artists

Rob Welham drew the cover dragon. His favourite
authors are Arthur C. Clarke and E.C. Tubb. He
. which

y plots put

into a totally awkward situation then suddenly the
hero unexpectedly finds a small weapon concealed
in his hair, despite having just had a thorough strip

Other artists are Matthew Freestone, whose Cater-
pillar may be a reaction to studying maths.
Or that might be why he likes Rudy Rucker and
almost anything by Gene Wolfe or John Crowley.
lan Brooks will have finished his finals by the time
he reads this and intends to remain in Manchester
and get a vibrant sf group going. Steve Jeffreys is
involved in running a Storm Constantine appreci-
ation fanzine. Shep is an avid comics fan who has
always been into Swamp Thing from the start and

deodorant
cartoon is not strictly relevant to dragons, but is &
vaiid point worth considering.
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WALKING ON GLASS - THE BSFA
COLUMN

CO-ORDINATOR'’S REPORT

MINUTES OF THE AGM OF THE BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION,
held at the Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool, Saturday, April 14.

Maureen Porter declared the meeting open at 1.03pm.

" APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
MSP asked the meeting to approve the Minutes of the previous AGM, published
in Matrix 1. This was proposed by Roy Gray, seconded by Mark Plummer and
accepted by the meeting, the minutes having been taken as read.

@ CO-ORDINATOR'S REPORT

Maureen Porter observed that, superficiay at least, it had been a quiet year for
the BSFA mmmmummm and Focus was now
back on a regular schedul

She noted that the survey instituted shortly before Christmas hed drawn a
remarkable response, forms having been returned by approximately 300 people,
out of the 1000+ distributed. The unprecedented response meant that it had taken
rather longer to analyse the forms than had been anticipated, but MSP noted that
analysis was wall in hand. The results will be used as part of a campaign to
increase awareness of the BSFA's activities, particularly among publishers and
other potential advertisers, in order o increase BSFA revenue.

MSP aiso welcomed new committee members Jennifer Glover, editor of Matrix,
‘and Cecll Nurse, editor of Focus. Also Nicholas Mahoney, who had taken on the
post of Awards Administrator. She aiso noted the resignation of John Steward
as auditor, and his replacement by Remo Vernasachi.

The BSFA was aiso hoping to start merchandising. Logo designs were being
formaiised, -shirts,

badges. Other publications were also being considered, particularly information
sheets and 1-sheet bibliographies.

MSP also announced the raising of membership rates to £12 per year, plus the
increase of advertising rates and cover prices of from 1 June 1990.
The last such rise was in 1987, and the BSFA Committee was pledged to hold to
the newly-announced rates for as long as possble.

® TREASURER'S REPORT

Brett Cockrell had prepared accounts for 1989 and these had been audited.
Profts had been reduced from over £2000 to somewhers over £1000, mostly due
1o dilatory payment for advertising. Over £100 of advertising costs had been
wrtten off. The increase in postage and in the size of the magazines had also
increased costs, as had the payments for meals for those assisting with mailing
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The following members of Council retired by rotation and, being eighle, offered
themselves for re-election:

Malcolm Edwards - proposed Roy Gray, seconded Terry Hunt, passed nem con
Davld Langford - proposed Ollver Gruter, secondad lan Brooks, passed nem
con

slmcn o-m-lq proposed David Langford, seconded Kev McVeigh, passed

n-mwm proposed Nic Farey, seconded Kelth Freeman, passed nem con

Jo Raine - Maursen Porter, seconded Kev McVelgh, passed nem con
- proposed Jo Raine, seconded Andy Sawyer, passed nem con
s) TO APPOINT REMO VERNASACHI AS BSFA AUDITOR

John Steward has stood down, after many years as BSFA auditor, due to his
marriage. Remo Vernasachl, a business acquaintance of Brett Cockrell, was
willng to take on the role of auditor for a reasonable fee. Proposed John
Waggett, seconded Kelth Freeman, passed nem con.

® ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1012
plus 39 new members and an unknown number left. The trend was very siowly
upwards.

Various members of the mesting expressed dissatisfaction with the amount of
paper received in malings, or else requested that they should not receive one or
another magazine. It was felt that the administration costs would outweigh any
advantages derived from cost saving, and Kelth Freeman pointed out the
problems of selectiva stuffing. It was also pointed out that one never finds 100%
of any organisation's membership wanting all of the material produced. It was
proposed that the BSFA revert to producing one magazine, but 5o far survey
results suggest that people are happier with retaining four magazines. However,
MSP acknowledged the problem and would pursue & further.

BSFA particularly was requested,

and as such, the BSFA had no influence whatsoever on their content or
organisation.

Roy Gray suggested that Committee members should claim travel expenses in
order 1o be aware of the costs, and then see if this would be cheaper otherwisa.
MSP responded by suggesting that It was up to each individual Committee
member, obsarving that her own wish was not to claim traveliing expenses as this
was & token of her commitment to being invoived with the BSFA.

1o be set aside for
ng. BC observed that there was so far no budget but that he thought about £400.

John Falrey proposed a vote of thanks 1o the Committes for its work, seconded
by Bridget Wilkinson and passed unanimously.

mmnmmmmmm--ymmw
and production. However, he felt that a £2 increase in membership should help
Mahoney,

seconded by David R. Stewart and passad by the meeting.

Further to this, David Stewart suggested the use of a biling agency to ensure
payment of advertising costs. BC agreed that this should be considered, but as
the tumover was comparatively small, this might be of little use. It was fakt that the
proposed new stationery might lend the BSFA more credibilty. It was .Iw
suggested communication problems batween people _commission

to BSFA difficulties in retrieving payments.

Nick Mahoney asked about the level of financial reserved needed by the BSFA,
and BC said that he wouid fike the BSFA o keep a reserve of £5000. It was also
suggested that a thirty day payment discount might encourage a better response,

but BC kind of incenti

by Kelth Freeman, seconded by Nic Farey and passed nem con.

@ ELECTION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

directors of the BSFA. Jennifer Glover and Cecil Nurse had been co-opted onto
Council

Members. Cacll Nurse - proposed by Kelth Freeman, seconded by Nicholas
Glover - proposed by John Waggett

G

NEW RATES

UK & EEC €12

Europe (outside EEC) £15 (surface)
Australia/Asia £18 (surface) £25 (air)
USA $25 (surface) $40 (air)

Sample mailings currently £3.50 (including copies of all four magazines)
NEW COVER PRICES

Focus 75p; Matrix 95p; Paperback Inferno 95p; Vector £1.25
BACK ISSUES

All back issues are now safely with Maureen Porter, who is currently listing the
holdings up to date. They will shortly be available for sale and lists may be had
on receipt of an AS or bigger envelope stamped 1o the value of 30p.

Members are cordially reminded that anyone who wishes to dispose of BSFA back
issues could do a ot worse than to contact Maureen Porter at 60 Bournemouth
Road, Folkestone, Kent CT19 5AZ (Tel: 0303 52939) to amange their donation to
the BSFA.

1 am aiso very interested in hearing from anyone with very early issues of BSFA
publications to dispose of. | aiso have the archives of the BSFA, but we are
missing the first six issues of Vector, plus early issues of Paperback Pariour,
precursor of Paperback Inferno. Anyone who can help fil in these gaps, please
‘contact me.
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THE BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION
LIMITED (A company limited by guarantee)

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

30 September 1969

DIRECTORS' REPORT

RESULTS AND DIVIDENDS
“The profit for the year, after taxation, amounted 1o £1039 as shown in the proft and oss acoount.
The direcors do not propase the payment of  dividend.

REVIEW OF THE BUSINESS
The principle activit

P and the
with the previous year and again a profi for the year has been achieved. The directors hope o
utlse the pofis achieved over the last wo years fo ensure the continuation o the assacition and
its continued expansion. As in previous years the directors have not been remunerated for their
senvices which are provided on a voluntary basis.

STATUS OF THE COMPANY
The company s imited by guarantea and does not have a share capial

FIXED ASSETS
The movements on fixed assets are shown in Note 5 to the financial statements.

DIRECTORS
‘The directors who have held oftice since 1 October 1988 are as follows:
President

Resigned 18 January 1990
Coordinator

Appointed 29 May 1989
‘Appointed 29 May 1989
Go-opted 19 November 1989

C.E. Nurse
M.J. Edwards, D.R. Langford, S. Ounsley, D. Wood, J. Raine and B. Cockrel ratre by rotation and
being eligile offer themselves for re-electon.

CE. Nurse co-opted on the 19 November 1989 offers himsel for elecion.

TAXATION STATUS
Given the mutal rading status of the company i s not subject to corporation tax on ts trading
profs,

AUDITORS

F.J. Steward F.C.A resigned as auditor during the year and R.G. Vemasachi A.C.A. was appointed
10 take his place. A resoluion to reappoint R.G. Vemasachi as auditor will be put at the annual
general mesting

By order of the board

Breft Cociael Secretary
40 Cyprus Road,
London N3 3SE. 14 Apr, 1990

REPORT OF THE AUDITOR TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH SCIENCE
FICTION ASSOCIATION LIMITED
| have audited the financial statements on pages 4 o 9 in accordance with Auditing Standards.

Inmy opin and fair view of 1 he company
P ended prop

accordance with the Companies Act 1985,

RG. VERNASACH! Chartered Accountant

48 Easidean Avenue,

Epsom,

Sumey KT18 7SN 14 Apel, 1990

G

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT for the year ended 30 September 1989
Notos 1989 1988
€ €
TURNOVER 10768 10810
Costof Sales 6549 5502
GROSS PROFIT 4219
Othr operating expenses. 1 3202 2
OPERATING PROFIT 1017 2637
Interest Receivable - _5
PROFIT ON ORDINARY
ACTIVITIES BEFORE TAXATION 2 1017 2642
TAXATION 4 (22) 1
PROFIT FOR THE YEAR 9 2641
“The attached notes form part ofthese financial statements.
BALANCE SHEET As at the 30 Septamber 1969
Notes 1989 1988
€ £
FIXED ASSETS
Tangible fixed assels 5 76 82
CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors 6 754 1359
Cash at bank 3525 2701
4219 4060
CREDITORS: Amounts faling due
witiin one year 7 626 1452
NET CURRENT ASSETS 3653 2608
TOTAL ASSETS LESS
GURRENT LIABILITIES 3729 2890

CAPITAL AND RESERVES

Other Reserves 8 27
Profit and Loss Account 9 3702 2683

3729 2690

These financial statements ware approved by the directors on 14 Apri 1990,

Maursen . Porter
Brtt Cockrell

DIRECTOR
DIRECTOR

‘The following notes form part of these financial statements.
ACCOUNTING POLICIES

1. The fnancial statements have been prepared under the historical cost conventon.

2. Depreciation is provided 1o wrte off e cost of tangible fixed assats over their estimated useful
lives using the reducing balance method at the folowing annual ates: Library - 10%

No depreciation i provided on the awards fixed asset as the cost was provided by the members by
request and was posted to an undistibutable reserve.

3. Tumover represents income from subscrptions, publications, advertising and associated sales;

We are legally obliged to publish
the accounts of the Association as
approved by the Annual General
Meeting.

S
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NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS o the year ended 30 September 1989
1. OTHER OPERATING EXPENSES 1989 1988
€ £

Distibuton Expenses 2510 2451

Admirisiation Expenses a2 320
3202 am

PROFIT ON ORDINARY ACTIVITIES BEFORE TAXATION

Proft on ordinary actvities before taxaton

s stated aher charging:

Degreciaton on tangible fxed assets 6 €10

Audtors Remuneration £10 2

3. EMPLOYEES

” ¥
the company.

‘The average number of employees of the company during the year was:
Directors 14 17

4. TAXATION
‘Corporation tax at 25% on bank deposit
interest received by the company . 1
Overprovision in previous years @

(22) 1
5. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS

(Ses below)

& DEBTORS
Due within one year:
Trade Dabtors =N 1359
Prepayments and accrued income n
Otter Debiors &

7 1359
TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS LIBRARY  OFFICE AWARDS TOTAL

IPMENT
cosT
ALt October 1988 813 16 27 2619
Disposals - (1679 - (1679
AL30 September 1969 913 -7 WM
DEPRECIATION
AL October 1968 89 1678 - o287
Charge fo the year 5 - - s
Eliminated on disposals - (67 - (1678)
- 864

NET BOOK VALUE:
AL30 September 1989 o e 2 e
AL 30 September 1988 54 o 2 em
7. CREDITORS 1989 1988
Amounts fafling due within ane year € €
Trade Creditors 7 1282
Corporaton Tax 19 18
Accruals 1“0 60
Other Creditors - m

=Y 1452
8. OTHER RESERVES
Balance as at 1 October 1988 and
30 September 1969 7 2
5. PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT
Balance at 1 October 1968 2663 2
Proft or the yoar 1,089 2641

3702 2663

10. The company doos not have a share capita as itis & company limited by guarantee.

lain Banks’ Guest of Honour Speech,
Eastcon '90

(Most sincere thanks to lain Banks for giving permission for his speech to be
pnm.a.nm-nuo-nsdkxmgu

lmmnﬁmmmmmm-um-m« | thought it was all

going 1o be complets fun and mostly it has boen, bt | have discovered tht there
e cortain drawbacks 1o being what Is jokingly called a “professional writer”.
Obnouﬂy.lyw‘mnmm you're probably getting silicosis, a sheetmetal worker

you're a witer, your
is called alcoholism. This s a fairy serious point - quite a fow writers have
o mess up their Ives wih alcohl - s a bed enough wasie wih
y ¥
Homhowet, ok Ko oy Do Tho o
tollng people that it is good fun, that | enjoy writing, |ux.pmn ‘words together
on the word processor, on the keyboard or just scribbling them down. | get slightly
.nnay.dmm p-opuownogounwx vison saying "Oh, s hell. O,

Mrs. Robis
That ient actuall trus, i shouldnt bo that way, in which case, why the hell are
they writers anyway? Writing is fur

- 1keop

There are problems apart from having to drink 100 much to keep the image up.
Once, | was getting a book published, for once NOT by Macdonald or Futura, or
whatever, but by a chep called Mark Zeising, in the States.

‘There is this myth that computers make
you can ust put
magic. |

no fiction whatsoever from a chap
uunnywmmmmmmngmmm 'Remember, this
5 10 make ife easier and not have someone sit down and retype the whole thing.

*1 thought you might fike to know what the game plan is in respect to your word
processing file. As you may know, the disc drives in the US are not compatiole
with the you provided, 50 | have had 1o resort 1o extreme meastres. | sent
the disc 1o a friend, Dr. Keith Bowen, of the North East London Polytechnic, who

and upload the results 1o a private minicomputer somewhers on the campus
network. From' ia Jar via Bitnet,
via Arpane (three distnct, but ntemational, networks) by moans of an indetermi-

selrected routs ystems main cables. mmty-mwng-mmmnm

9 et prosen,recunty
Upgraded In memory and procesuor pertbrmance to be the work's bigoest any
l-n-w;

From
shall be able to download it via a proprietary private network linked to an
Vi zdon Silicon Graphics workstation about twenty miles away across the Denver
Matro araa, from whers | can further download (and filter out cortain offending
control characters) to a Mac i at my office. | COULD directly downioad to my
Macintosh, but that would be less  convanient, giventhe imiaions of most direc
Ethernet ftp, as described abover.

M.gunmypﬂdomhndlngmlﬁbnwﬂh(lm\nki’t-bnglhonnory.bul
spparenty s tochnicaly & novele) s actually goig o go through a Cray .
Wowl m.u-m-my

When | was still at school, there was this thing called The Mouth Corporation. |
used 10 get all these okl Observer

every ninth word was a pun - fchy unreade (0
change thars, you may =) m-mmwmd

ot e o Tt went p\ﬂ'huur—dhh«ry
m«lm-mdmmnmm:mwwwmmem

The Mouth Corporation History of the Universe

Chapter 1 BANG!
Chapter 2 Sssssssssssssssssssshl
Chapter 3 Crunch.

The End.

Wall, what more is there to say? | think that really does sum it ail up.

Othor problems in publishing: this comes as a really great shock, because the
other day, a couple of months ago, | got the German edition of Consider Phiebas,
which is Bedenke Phlebas. Turning, as | unfortunately did, almost immediately,

e
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to page 614, | suddenly found... this... | thought "Oh my God, it's been censoredi®
[Laughter]. In fact, it goes straight from 612 to 615, there are no actual page
numerals. It turns out it is actually an advert for Maggi Soup. | know you think I'm
making this up, but 'm not. F'm not making the soup up either in future and it
actually has the temerity, the nerve... | found out that apparently the publishers in
Germany had done this sort of thing in the past, some specious idea of trying to
cut back on production costs by putting in ads for soup!

Of course, there are various ways you can reply to this. | eventually chose 1o call
up the Macmilan people who had soid the rights and say "Look, this s a rather
" and put it

This other book | have here - this is the workd's only shot copy, as far as | know
of Dianetics. [Boo, hiss]. | thought you'd feel the same way as | did. This book
was actually shot by the University of Edinburgh Science Fiction Society. | actually
went along to one of their FresherCons a couple of years ago. The year before,
they'd had a sort of poll to choose the book they'd most like to have shot, as
several people In the s society were also in the rifle club and volunteered to shoot
any given book which won the poll - surprisingly Dianetics came out as a very,
very impressive winner. Basically, | disagree with doing anything with books, even
ending the spines, but I thought that In this case, it was a worthy exception. It
had been shot several times - looks like a .22, but I'm ot absolutely sure. | went
along in a fit of drunken enthusiasm and said "Great ideal Il buy thati* and duly
got the book. | then looked inside and just under the bit where it says "You can
always write 1o Ron® (this is the first thing in the book after the title) it says " am
always wiling to help. By my own creed, a being is only as idie as he can serve
others™. This is the very first part of the book and it is dramatically nonsensical.
“You can always write 1o Ronl

But back to puns. I've actually found that I'm not very good at spelling, as anyone
who's ever had a letter from me (until | got the spell check program) will probably
agree wholeheartedly. My excuse is that | did have a cousin who was
and | think there’s probably some small part of it in my make up and that's why |
recognise words by their sound - maybe that's why | love puns so much.

So 10 pass on to the strange and rather terible subject of clichés. Ciichés are
actualy jolly good fun i you use them right. | think it was Fiann O'Brien who said
he could tell @ lot of the time when a newspaper was using ciichés because you
could guess what the next word was going to be. I've noticed myself that in the
news - whenever there is a really bad disaster which n-pp.n-d-mgm.mq
always say "only with dawn did the full extent of the camage become clear™

ng at the rubble with . Good grief, wﬁy not
tear at the rubble with their bare elbows or feet or something? Teeth, for God's
sake. No, but they aiways tear at the rubble with their bare hands. Obviously,
these people don't have earth movers or shovels or anything else, but they do
have a journalist on hand with a grainy stock of clichés. In fact, at one point, |
decided I'd seen so many films with car chases that | thought it might be fun to
have the most limitod possible car chase so, in a book which never actually saw
the light of day, and you can be thankful for that, belleve mel | had a car chase
in the middie of a river on a chain-driven ferry. Right? I'm serious. This was &
gigantic book, about 400,000 words bacause, for the first time in my fife, | didn't
plan the book, it just grew, it had a cancerous aspect which smudged all over the
place. Since then, if possible, | always fike to have the last fine of the book, in
fact, and | always have a plan.

The very. very few times nder

anything else, for that matter), if's just not really good. Aplnlmdlm.qnlng
mistakes, you do quite often start writing in clichés, thinking that Yearing at the
rubble with one's bare hands" is actually very good and original, ha-ha. Of course,
‘apart from the writing aspect, and this is where you have to be careful with sf, is
that it can lead to doing sill things, which aiways seem to happen at five o'clock
in the morning.

[Atthis point, lain Banks read Chapter VI from his next book The Use of Weapons,
‘which will be published by Macdonaid Futura in September. It is a “Culture™ book,
really interesting. After that, he asked if anyone had any questions].

Q: When will your next “Culture” book be published?
A: "Culture” book? That's the one I've just read from - The Use of Weapons -
coming out in September. That will be the last one for a couple of books. The
ook after that will be non-st and the next sf due out in two years’ time will be a
non-"Culture” story.

Q: Which book did you most enjoy writing?

A: | think, probably Consider Phlebas or Espedair Street because in both of them
1 could let myself go, as it were. The one | consider is the best of the books is The
Bridge and it was HELL to write, it was really bad. | had awlul arguments with my
editor about this. He was suggesting that | did a lot of things which | didn't want

10.doto it and at one point | was either going to commit suicide, kill him or just go
off to the Highiands on the part of the advance I'd aiready had and say "OK, sue
me"and live in a little caravan somewhere in the Outer Isles or whatever. As you
may have gathered, none of these things actually came to pass but... And aiso, in

bizarre thing, not because if's me, the space opera, but because ifs not carefully
constructed and doesn't have ail these wonderful twiddly bits, as it were. | mean
you can't make a nice diagram or flow chart of how it goes. Basically its a yam,
a shipwrecked sailor who falls in with a gang of pirates and goes in search of
buried treasure.

But | think it's either that or Espedair Street, partly because it's a first person
narrative - which makes it easier to write, you don't have to be too carsful to
change the tone, which The Bridge has got a lot of where the actual authorial
voice is changing. Doing a first person about a character who is fairy similar to
myself - not an autobiography or anything - but the character in Espedair Stroet
was sufficiently close to me for me to “let It all hang out, mani” as one used to say.
S0 | suppose it was that one which was the most painless to write, | guess. It's
probably a case that the ones which are hardest to write are the ones you put your
most effort into. | don't want to aways write things which are difficul to write and
are lterally "wonderful® or whatever. But | also don't want to write stuff which wil
always b too easy either. I'
each ime, So ths Is why I'm probably going fo Wi a “whoduni® st some point.
Ha hal Oopsl my editor's fainted. This is an idea - I've got these nasty bits of
action, probably set in Edinburgh. | don't think Edinburgh has been written about
enough and it is a dark sort of macabre place. | think that a rather grisly
“whodunit” or mystery, mm:,mgnbowmmnnu That should be fun to
do, | think - to write withi
mywm-tng-ony.s,m-w.Mmmmmnmm
genre-based books, like space opera, fike Consider Phiebas can be more
antertaining for onese, as it wers. Ifs a terrible admission - you're supposed to
say “Oh, It's terribly hard writing all these books”, but actually, s | say, it can be
tun.

o:mmuap-pnusmwmw-umg-udoywmwmwm

AWW yes. Does my stuft transcend categories, | don't know.
In some ways, I'm deliberately putting them into categories - “Phisbas” was quite
deliberately space opera.

. Its my

lflnllonmongomm-swlll The actual setiing s siightly unusual, especially
um.mmmm«u.mmhwmm ‘callo player. But | wouldn't
ike The Bridge, which
is - funny ou book which still slots into the basic category of semi-Kafka. But,
also In the case of The Bridge, ft has one very definite forebear and that's Alastair
Gray's Lanark. If | hadn't read that  few years earlier. | don't think The Bridge
would have been remotely similar.

Q: Have parts of your dreams turned up in your writing?

A: Yes, one, which was one of the most structured dreams. There was this guy
on the moor, just got the canal in front of him and then he hears the noise of the
train. He looks down and he's standing between the tracks, o he tries to run.
The tracks flow like quicksilver, there's always one in front of him and one behind
him, no matter how fast he runs, he can't get away from the train. Eventually he
jumps into the canal and floats down through this thick ar - its air he can breathe
rather than water and with a mirror surface above him. He thinks “Got away from
that" and then He stubs his toe,
he looks down and pulls the moss away and if's another length of railway track.
Suddenly he hears prm-prm or whatever in the distance and the air starts to move
passing him and he thinks there’s a train coming and wakes up.

1 actually had this dream, but it wasn't me. | would normally have managed to
wake up with "Oh my God" and sweat and all the rest of it, abject terror. In fact,
1 woke up with “Wow! What a great idea for @ storyl” And it was going to be a
short story for a long, long time.

Q: Have you had any transiations of your work?
A: Yes, quite a lot, especially of The Wasp Factory. The ones which are most fun
are the Japanese and Hebrew because they're not just shuffled round oymn.y
lottors, Jape s quite
mmm.mmmlmmomum-mmmnmcmmw
. I had no idea what sort of cover It would have, but it meant that the unofficial
comp-mlem for the least tasteful Wasp Factory cover remained in the hands of the
Finnish, who put @ burning greyhound on it. The French, howaver, for a long time
had a picture of a gigantic wasp on the front, about the size of a face.
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NEWS

Compiled by Paul Kincakd (with a little help from Locus, SF Chronicle
and other sources)

PRATCHETT, TUTTLE WIN BSFA AWARDS

The winners of the 1989 BSFA Awards were announced at Eastcon, the annual
British Science Fiction Convention held in Liverpool at Easter. The winners were:

BEST NOVEL
BEST SHORT FICTION

BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION
BEST ARTWORK

ids, Terry Pratchett
“In Translation”, Lisa Tuttie

Red Dwarf
Cover: Other Edens Ill, Jim Bums

The awards were anndunced by the new BSFA Awards Administrator, Nicholas
Mahoney and presented by BSFA Co-ordinator Maureen Porter. The Awards
taka the form of a metal goblet about eight inches high on a base with an inscribad
plaque. Lisa Tuttle and Jim Burns were present to collect their awards In person.
The award for Red Dwarf was collected by Nic Farey, Chaiman of the newly-
formed Red Dwart Fan Club. The award for Terry Pratchett was collected by
Diana Wynne Jones.

prosonted at  The Ken Melntyre Award
for the best artwork to appear in a fanzina during the previous year and judged by
a committes which includes a representative of the BSFA, was awarded for the
second year running to Jim Porter, though this year the judges gave an
honourable mention to Sylvia Starshine. The Doc Welr Award for contributions
to fandom went to Roger Perkins. And the Eastercon Awards, being given for
the second year for “the most enjoyable work” went to Bob Shaw for long text with
The Wooden Spaceships and for short text with "Dark Night in Toyland" to Horizon
on BBC2, for the "Voyager Reports” as best dramatic presentation; and to Sue
Mason for the Cover to The Drunken Rabble Project for best graphic work.

T

CLARKE, BURNS, LANGFORD, INTERZONE NOMINATED FOR
HUGO

The 1990 Hugo Award nominations have been announced. They ars:

BEST NOVEL
The Boat of a Million Years - Poul Anderson (no British publisher)
Prantice Aivin - Orson Scott Card (LEGEND)

A Fire in the Sun - George Alec Effinger (no British publisher)
Hyperion - Dan Simmons (HEADLINE)

Grass - Sherl S. Tepper (BANTAM)

BEST NOVELLA
“The Mountains of Mouming” - Lois McMaster Bujold (Analog/Borders of Infinity)
“A Touch of Lavender” - Megan Lindholm (IASFM)

“Tiny Tango® - Judith Moffett (IASFM)

“The Father of Stones” - Lucius Shepard (IASFM The Father of Stones)
“Time-Out” - Connie Willis (IASFM)

BEST NOVELETTE

“Dogwalker” - Orson Scott Card (ASFM)

“Everything But Honor™ - George Alec Effinger (IASFM/ What Might Have Been 1)
“The Price of Oranges” - Nancy Kress (IASFM)

*For | Have Touched The Sky" - Mike Resnick (F&SF)

*Enter a Sokdier. Later: Enter Another” - Robert Silverberg (IASFM/ Time Gate)
At the Rialto" - Connie Willis (Omni/The Microverse)

BEST SHORT STORY
“Lost Boys™ - Orson Scott Card (F&SF)

“Boobs” - Suzy McKee Charnas (IASFM)

"Computer Friendly” - Elleen Gunn (IASFM)

“The Return of William Proxmire" - Larry Niven (What Might Have Been 1)
“Dori Bangs™ - Bruce Sterfing (IASFM)

“The Edge of the World" - Michasl Swanwick (Full Spectrum )
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BEST NON-FICTION BOOK

Astounding Days - Arthur C. Clarke (GOLLANCZ)

Harian Ellison’s Watching - Harlan Elison (no British publisher)

Grumbles from the Grave - Robert A. Heinlein (no British publisher)
Dancing at the Edge of the World - Ursula K. LeGuin (GOLLANGZ)

The World Beyond the Hill- Alexei and Cory Panshin (no British publisher)
Noreascon Three Souvenir Book - Greg Thokar (Ed) (no British publisher)

BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION
The Abyss;  The Adventures of Baron Munchausen;
Dreams;  Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade

Batman;  Field of

BEST PROFESSIONAL EDITOR
Ellen Datlow; Gardner Dozois; Edward L. Ferman; David G. Hartwell; Beth
Meacham; Charles C. Ryan; Stanley Schmidt

BEST PROFESSIONAL ARTIST
Jim Burns;  Thomas Canty; David Cherry; James Gumey; Tom Kidd;
Don Maitz; Michael Whelan

BEST SEMIPROZINE

Locus - Charles N. Brown (Ed)

The New York Review of Science Fiction - Kathryn Cramer, David G. Hartwell &
Gordon Van Gelder (Eds)

Thrust - D. Douglas Fratz (Ed)

Science Fiction Chronicle - Andrew Porter (Ed)

Interzone - David Pringle (Ed)

BEST FANZINE

File 770 - Mike Glyer (Ed)

FOSFAX - Timothy Lane (Ed)

Lan’s Lantern - George "Lan" Laskowski (Ed)
Pirate Jenny - Pat Mueller (Ed)

The Mad 3 Party - Leslie Turek (Ed)

BEST FAN WRITER
Mike Glyer; Arthur D. Hiavaty;
Turek

David Langford; ~ Evelyn Leeper; Leslie

BEST FAN ARTIST
Steve Fox; Teddy Harvia;  Merle Insinga;
Taral Wayne

Joe Mayhew;  Stu Shiffman;

JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD
John Cramer;  Nancy Collins; ~Katherine Neville; ~ Kristine Kathryn Rusch *;
Allen Stesle * (" final year of eligibilty)

BESY ORIGINAL ARTWORK

' Quozl - James Gurney

- The Stress of Her Regard - James Gumey
Rimrunners - Don Maitz

 Hyperion - Gary Ruddell

 Paradise - Michael Whelan

Cover: The Renegades of Pem - Michael Whelan

Nefther of these last two categories are Hugos. This is the first time that an award
has been presented for Artwork (as opposed to the Hugo for an Artist). It is
possible that this award has been introduced because exactly the same names
have appeared regularly on the Hugo shortist over the last several years, but f it
was an attempt to introduce a little variety it has failed, given that the same names
(Gumey, Maitz, Whelan) appear on both lists.

Not much of a cross-over with the Mobma nominations this year. In the Noval
category, there's th and Bujold, Lindholm
and Moffett; in the Novelette category Rosnluk. Silverberg and Wills; and in the
Short Story category Card, Ghamas and Sterling.

Once again this year, British voters can only contribute seriously to the fiction
categories if they keep up with the American magazines (especially Isaac Asimov's
SF Magazine which again dominates the nominations as it has done for the past
decade). None of the short fiction nominations has yst appeared in any magazine
or anthology published outside the USA. Of the novels, only the Card and the.
Tepper have so far been published in the UK. The Simmons is lined up for
publication later this year, but probably t0o late to make any difference for Hugo
voters. The other two nominations, the Anderson and the Effinger, 5o far have no
Briish publication lined up.

And, again, Britain has not done that well for nominations. No British writ
appears in the shortist for any of the fiction categories, though Arthur C. Clarke

Seal e e

S

has received a non-fiction nomination for Astounding Days. Otherwise the British
nominees are Jim Burns as Aist, Dave Langford as Fan Writer and Interzone
for Semiprozine.

Itis worth noting that Maureen Porter has been sent, unsolicited, two books from
the American publisher BAEN. Accompanying them was a letter which read, in
part:

Dear SF fan, As you are probably aware, Lois McMaster Bujold's “The Mountains
of Mourning™ has been nominated for the 1990 Hugo and Nebula awards in the
novelia category, while Robert Silverberg's "Enter a Soldier. Later: Enter Another*
is & Hugo and Nebula contender in the novelatte category ... Ms. Bujokd's novella
also appears in her Borders of Infinity, and Mr. Silverberg's novelstte is in his
shared-worid book 7ime Gate; copies of both are enclosed with the compliments
of Baen Books.

It is difficult to know how widespread this practice is (this is the first time such
books have been sent to this househokd), but one wonders about the economics.
of such a practice. Both authors are already Hugo Award recipients (in Silver-
berg's case, a multiple award winner), so one more award is uniikely to make that
much difference to them in broad carser terms. Does the award to two pieces of
short fiction therefore make such a difference that the publishers can afford the
expense of a transatlantic mailing of two books?

BRAM STOKER AWARD NOMINATIONS

The nominations have been announced for the horror equivalent of the Nebulas.
The Bram Stoker Awards are given by members of the Horror Writers of America.
The nominations are:

BEST NOVEL

Carrion Comfort - Dan Simmons (HEADLINE)

Geek Love - Katherine Dunn (HUTCHISON)

In a Dark Dream - Charles L. Grant (NEL)

Minight - Dean R. Koontz (HEADLINE)

The Wolf's Hour - Robert R. McCammon (GRAFTON)

BEST FIRST NOVEL
The Dwelling - Tom Elliot (no Briish publisher)
Goat Dance - Douglas Clegg (no British publisher)
Laying the Music to Rest - Dean Wesley Smith (no British publisher)
The Lilith Factor - Jean Paiva (no British publisher)
unglasses atter Dark - Nancy Collins (no British publisher)

BEST NOVELLA/NOVELETTE

“At First Just Ghostly” - Karl Edward Wagner (Weird Tales)

“The Confessions of St. James" - Chat Williamson (Night Visions 7)

*On the Far Side of the Cadillac Desert with Dead Folks" - Joe R. Lansdale (Book
of the D

“Phantom" - Kristine Kathryn Rusch (F&SF)

BEST SHORT STORY
“A Last Sad Love at the Diner of the Damned" - Edward Bryant (Book of the Dead)
“Bodies and Heads" - Steve Rasnic Tem (Book of the Dead)
“Each N»gm Each Year" - Kathryn Ptacek (Post Mortem)
‘Eat Me" - Robert R. McCammon (Book of the De
"Vou Skin's Jes' Softn'Purty ... He Said" - Chet Williamson (Razored Saddes)

BEST COLLECTION

Blue Workd - Robart R. McCammon (GRAFTON)

By Bizarre Hands - Joe R. Lansdale (no British publisher)
Collected Stories - Richard Matheson (no British publisher)
Patterns - Pat Cadigan (no British publisher)

Soft and Others - F. Paul Wilson (no British publisher)

BEST NON-FICTION

American Vampires: Fans, Victims, Practitioners - Norine Dresser (no British
publisher)

Harlan Elison’s Watching - Haran Eliison (no British publisher)

Horror: A Connoisseur’s Guide to Literature and Film - Leonard Wolf (no British
publisher)

Horror: the 100 Best Books - Stephen Jones & Kim Newman (XANADU)

H.P. Lovecraft - Peter Gannon (no British publisher)

This may be a stupid question, but why are all the main novel category nominees
for the horror award available in this country (though they are all American books)
when the same s not true for the Hugo Award for SF novels?

R




MIDNIGHT ROSE IS LAUNCHED

Fox, Nell Gaiman, Mary Gentle, Roz Kaveney and Alex Stewart have formed
Midnight Rose, a packaging group which is putting together three series of shared

thologies which will be published by PENGUIN. isto"do
the shared world anthology better than it has been done before”.

The three series they are preparing are: Temps, The World of Redfox and The
foorde.

Temps follows the format of the American Wild Cards series in which characters
have superhuman powers, but it s set in and “Views the basic material ol
the superhero comic with a jaundiced British They go on to say:
superhero comics and Wik Cards are James Bond movies, Temps is the Harvy
Palmer movies™.

The World of Redfox is “occasionally-epic fantasy” based on the characters and
settings created by Fox in his Redfox comics, where "Heroes struggle to fight evil
and pay the rent".

The Weerde is an attempt "to sclence

of dread that Lovecraft extrapolated from the latest scientific ideas of the 1920s as
much as from the stock paranoias of the horror writer". The Weerde are proto-
historic shape-changers who form the basis for most of our legends.

The Midnight Rose project is being co-ordinated by Roz Kaveney, and any
enquiries should be directed to her at 15 Muscott House, Whiston Road, London
E2 8RZ.

AWARDS

The Phillp K. Dick Award for the best original paperback SF book in 1989 has

been presented to Richard Paul Russo for his novel Subterranean Gallery. The

runner-up was Dave Wolverton for On My Way to Paradise. The award is usually

accompanied by a cheque for $500, but this year there was apparently some

difficulty in raising the money and it is unclear whether the winner will receive any
o

Interzone has published the resuit of its annual readers survey. This poll - which
has the unique distinction that points are deducted for unfavourable mentions -
produced the following resut:

BEST FICTION

"The Maglc Bullet” - Brian Stableford
“The Death of Arett” - Barrington Bayley
“Star-Crystals and Karmel" - Eric Brown
“The Enormous Space” - J.G. Ballard
“The Cutie® - Greg Egan

DrAR

BSFA Award nominees, “Once Upon a Time in the Park” by lan Lee and “Tommy
Atkins™ by Barrington Bayley came 8th and 12th respectively.

BEST ARTIST
1: SMS (‘Listen’, 1232)

2: lain Byers (‘The Magic Bullet", 1229)

3: Mark Salwowski (Cover, [232)

4: Dave Hardy (Cover 231)

5=: Jonathan Coleclough ("Gravegoods", 1231)
5=: Keith Scaife (Cover, 1Z30)

BEST NON-FICTION
Brian Stableford - "The Way to Write SF"
Brian Stableford on Stephen Donaldson
Michael Moorcock interview (Colin Greenland)
J.G. Ballard on his ten favourite SF movies
Brian Stableford on Douglas Adams

LE Tl

Finalists for the Compton Cook/Stephen Tall Memorial Award for a first
SF/Fantasy novel are:

Sunglasses after Dark Nancy Colins
Twister John Cramer
The Gate of Ivory Doris Egan
Chikd of Satum Teresa Edgerton
The Steerswoman Rosemary Kirstein
The Shining Falcon Josepha Sherman

The Kirstein is the only one with a British edition, which will be coming out from
PAN.

e

S

PEOPLE

Paul J. McAuley reports: “GOLLANCZ will publish my collection of short stories
(tentative ttle: The King of the Hill in March 1991, and my SF novel Eternal Light
(the sequel to Four Hundred Billion Stars, in which space opera tropes are
reworked to incorporate recent radical cosmological theories) in June. - Paul J.
McAuley

Anotheracclaimed lan McDonald, his third novel,
King of Morning, Queen of Day, to DOUBLEDAY/BANTAM in the USA. There is
still no word whether his second novel, Out on Blue Six, or his short story
collection, Empire Dreams, will see British publication, though hi novel,
Desolation Road, will receive its first hardback edition from DRUNKEN DRAGON

lan Watson has just sold a new SF novel to GOLLANCZ, as well as completing
a Warhammer book for GW.

Nell Galman and Terry Pratchett have sold Good Omens to WORKMAN
PUBLISHING in America, an imprint which has not published fiction before, though
it has produced llustrated books with SF elements, including work by Vincent Di
Fate and Ron Miler.

Brian Stableford is looking for new o reprint stories based on tha legend of the
Wandering Jew for a new anthology, Tales of the Wandering Jew. Stories need
to be with him by 15 June at 113 St. Peter's Road, Reading, RG6 1PG.

Brlan Aldlss has taken Dracula Unboundto GRAFTON despite earlier reports that
it had been sokdi to NEL. NEL will, however, be publishing his memoir, Bury My
Heart at W.H. Smith. Dracula Unbound is a companion piece to his 1973 novel,
Frankenstein Unbound, the film of which, by Roger Corman, is due to be released
later this year.

Stephen Jones and Ramsey Campbell are joint editors of Best New Horror, a
new anthology series from ROBINSON which is liable to provide a companion
volume each year to Gardner Dozols's Best New SF which comes from the same
publisher. The anthology of the best horror stories of the year is to be a massive
170,000 words long.

OBITUARIES

Wendayne Ackerman, translator of the Perry Rhodan books into English, and also
translator of Hard to be a God by Arkadi and Boris Strugatski, died on 5 March,
1990, aged 76. Born Tilly Wahrmann, she was briefly the wife, then later the long
time companion of leading American fan, Forrest J. Ackerman.

Karl Brown, cinematographer who helped to develop the process used in King
Kong by which models could be made to appear as monsters, and who went on
to make many of Boris Karloff's low-budget shockers, has died aged 93.

Stephen Frances, founder of PENDULUM PUBLICATIONS, the first pubiisher of
New Worids, died in October 1989, aged 72. Frances founded PENDULUM in
1945 and published books by Frank Amold, John Russell Feam and John Carnel,
as well as the first three issues of New Worlds before it folded in 1947. Frances
alsowrote gangster novels and SF under the name Hank Janson before seliing the
rights to the name in the late '50s when it was taken up by a number of other
writers. Among his later books was The Disorientated Man (1966, as by Peter
Saxon) which was filmed as Scream and Scream Again.

Leo Glroux, author of horror novels The Rishi, The Dark Ashram and The Black
Madonna, died on 3 March 1990. He was 55.

Harold Leland Goodwin, who used to pen-name John Blaine to write twenty four
Rick Brant Science Adventure books for boys botween 1947 and his death, died
on 18 February 1990, aged 75.

Donald Hutter, London-bom senior editor with HOLT and SIMON & SCHUSTER
in America, died at the age of 57 on 22 February 1990. He was J.G. Ballard's
American editor, and also edited Robert Heinlein's Friday, as well as being
responsible for a number of the Nebula Awards anthologies.

Lisa Novak, former editor at BANTAM SPECTRA responsible, among others, for
books by F.M. Busby, George Alex Effinger, Mike McQuay and William Sleater,
was raped and murdered on 17 March 1990. She was 30, and her husband was
also killed in the attack.

David Rappaport, the actor who appeared on stage in Ken Campbell's /fuminatus
in 1976 and went on to fame as one of the Time Bandits In the film of that name,
died of self-inflicted gunshot wounds on 2 May 1990. He had stopped growing at
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the age of seven, but took a degree in psychology at Bristol University and taught
in Yorkshire prior to acting. He tumed down a part in Star Wars because he "did
not want 1o play a puppet or a robot” and always preferred to be known as a lttle
person, rather than as a dwarf.

PUBLISHING

LEGEND has commissioned a series of novellas which will begin to appear in
August. The idea is not new 10 the company, since CENTURY HUTCHISON has
already published a series of mainstream novellas which included Auins by Brian
Aldiss and Running Wik by J.G. Ballard. The new series of SF novelias will
include work by Greg Bear, Ramsey Campbell, Jonathan Carroll, Luclus
Shepard, James Morrow, Frederlk Pohl and Michael Swanwick.

The exodus of authors from GOLLANCZ in the wake of Malcolm Edwards's
departure to GRAFTON has not yet been stemmed. We have aiready reported
that Brian Aldiss, J.G. Ballard, Michael Moorcock and Robert Silverberg have
departed. Other recent departures include Greg Bear, who has followed Edwards
1o GRAFTON, and Gene Wolfe, whose long-awaited Sokiier of Arete has just
been published by NEL. However, lan Watson and Paul J. McAuley remain
within the fold with new sales reported elsewhere this issue, and Gwyneth Jones
has also moved to GOLLANCZ.

HEADLINE has bought the entire Dean R. Koontz backlist from STAR, and is
reissuing them three at a time. By the end of this year, It is anticipated that all of
Koontz's horror novels will be in print in this country.

Zenith 2, the latest volume of David Garnett's anthology of new Britsh science
fiction stories, will be published by ORBIT on July 26. (The contents were listed
on p 6 of Matrix 87). On July 28, Forbidden Planet in London will be hosting &
signing for the anthology, to be held at 1 pm in the Cafe Munchen, around the
corner from the New Oxford Street bookshop. It is hoped that ten of the twelve
authors will be able 1o atiend: Michael Moorcock, Brian Stableford, John
Gribbin, Lisa Tuttle (whose story in Zenith 1 won the British Science Fiction

Kiworth and Jojo Biing. will be overseas: Hong Kong and Vancouver island).

ANTHOLOGIES & COLLECTIONS

‘Carol Emshwiller has a collection of short stories, The Start of the End of it All,
out from WOMEN'S PRESS. The stories, gathered from places as diverse as
F&SF, Dangerous Visions and Omni range from 1958 to 1990. They are: “The
Start of the End of it AII", "Looking Down", "Eclipse”, "The Circular Library of
Stones”, “Fledged", "Vilcabamba”, "Acceptance Speech”, “If the Word was to the
Wise", "Living at the Center”, "Moon Songs' sy P
“Debut", “The Institute”, 'Woman Waiting", “Chicken Icarus®, "Sex and/or Mr.
Morrison* and "Glory, G

Aiso from WOMEN'S PRESS is Skin of the Soul, a collection of original horror
stories by women edited by Lisa Tuttle. The stories are: “Lightning Rod” -
Melanle Tom, “Boobs™- Suzy McKee Charnas, ‘Walls - R.M. Lamming, "Arzac
Day" - Cherry Wilder, “The Night Wol" - Karen Joy Fowler, “The Ancestress™ -
Josephine Saxton, “Getting Away from it AII" - Ann Walsh, “Loophole” - Terry
McGarry, “The Companion” - Joan Alken, M. Elphinstone’s Hands - Lisa Tuttle,
“Serena Sees” - G.K. Sprinkle, “Trick or Treat" - Paullne E. Dungate, Ticanau's
Child"- Sherry , “The Dream” “Listening” -Millssa Mia
Hall, "Pregnant” - Joyce Carol Oates, "Hantu-Hantu" - Anne Goring.

Frederlk Pohi's The Day the Martians Came (GRAFTON) is a novel made up of
muumhl.dmmdnum his contribution to Dangerous Visions.

Sam”, “The View from
M-;mr's-uy “The Betway Bandt", “Too Much Locosestrfe”, Tradeskars
Martians”, “The Missioner”, “Across the River” and “The Day after the Day the
Martians Came”.

Red Thir . edited, as usual, by David
Pringle (GAMES WORKSHOP). It contains: -Red Thirs-. Jack Yeowl, “The Dark
Beneath the World™ - Willlam King, “The Spells Below” - Nell Jones, “The Light
of the Transfiguration® - Brian Cralg, “The Song" - Steve Baxter and “The Voyage
South” - Nicola Griffiths.

The Pendragon Chronicles, edited by Mike Ashiey (ROBINSON), descrives itself
as a collection of "heroic fantasy from the time of King Arthur". Al the stories have
been published before are consist of: "Chief Dragon of the Island” - Joy Chant,
"The Dragon's Boy" - Jane Yolen, “The Knight with the Two Swords” - John
Stelnbeck, "Morte D'Alain” - Maxey Brooke, "King's Man" - Sasha Miller, "Sir
Percivale of Wales™ - Roger Lancelyn Green, "For 1o Achieve Your Adventure” -

s

Theodore Goodridge Roberts, “The King's Damossl” - Vera Chapman, “The
Lady of the Fountain® from The Mabinogion, Buried Siver” - Kelth Taylor, “Jaufry
the Knight and the Fair Brunissende” - rendered into Engiish by Alfred Elwes,
“Son of the Morning™ - lan McDowell, “The Lady of Belec™ - Phyllis Ann Kar,
“Artos, Son of Marius” - Andre Norton, “An Entry that did not appear in
Book” - John Brunner, "Midnight, Mooniight, and the Secret of the Sea” - Darrell
- in addition there's of Arthurian iterature by Ashiey which
contains a ussful isting of 116 works of fiction about Arthur that have appeared in
the last hundred years.

NEW & FORTHCOMING BOOKS APRIL - JUNE 1990

Plers ANTHONY Man from Mundania (NEL hbk £12.95, pbk £7.95) 1st UK edn

of the latest Xanth novel

Mike ASHLEY Ed. The Pendragon Chronicles (ROBINSON pbk £6.99) 1t edn of

reprint anthology of Arthurian anth

Isaac ASIMOV & Robert SILVERBERG Nightfall (GOLLANCZ hbk £13.95) 15t UK

dn of novel version of the classic short st

J.G. BALLARD The Drought (PALADIN pbk £3.99) Reprint (Cape 1965) of superty

disaster novel about the world drying up; The Unlimited Dream Company

(PALADIN pok £3.99) Reprint (Cape 1979) of exquisite fable set when imagination

takes over Shepperton

Gael BAUDINO Dragon Sword (LEGEND pbk £4.50) 15t UK edn of 1st vol in new

fantasy trilogy

Greg nnn Tangents (VGSF pbk £3.99) Reprint (Gollancz 1989) of short story

collectior

John BLANGHE & lan MILLER Ratspike (GW hbk £12.99) 1st edn of collection

of atwork

David BRIN Earth (MACDONALD hisk £13.95) 1st UK edn of new novel about a

black hole falling into Earth's core

Terry BROOKS The Scions of Shannara (ORBIT hbk £12.95) 1st UK edn of the

15t Shannara novel in 5 years

Edward BRYANT, Dean R. KOONTZ & Robert R. McCAMMON Night Fears

(HEADLINE pk £3.99) Reprint (Headine 1989) of collection of horror stories

Jack L. CHALKER Liith: A Snake in the Grass (PENGUIN pbk £3.99) 15t UK edn

of Vol 1 of The Four Lords of the Diamond; The Maze in the Miror (NEL pbk

£4.50) 15t UK dn of GO.D. Inc No. 3

C.J.CHERRYH Sunfall (MANDARIN pbk £3.50) Reprint (Futura) of collection of

linked stories about the fate of Earth's cities in the far future

Grace CHETWIN The Atheling (CORGI pbk £3.99) 1st UK edn of Vol 1 of The

Last L

Hugh COOK The Wishstone and the Wonderwo:kers (CORGI pbk £3.99) Reprint

(Colin Smythe 1990) of Vol & of Chronicies of an Age of Darkness.

Brian CRAIG Plague Daemon (GW pbk £4.99) 1st edn of Warhammer novel, the

sequel 1o Zargoz by the pseudonymous Brian Stableford

Brian DALEY Fall of the White Ship (GRAFTON pbk £3.99) 15t UK edn of 3rd

novel about Alacrity Fitzhugh & Hobart Floyt

Charles deLINT Moonheart (PAN hidk £13.95, pbk £7.99) 1st UK edn of fantasy

linking ancient Wales and modem Canada

Fiint DILLE, Abigall IRVINE, M.S. MURDOGH, Jerry OLTION, Ulrlke O'REILLY

& Robert SHECKLEY Arival (PENGUIN pok £3.99) 1st UK edn of collection of

Buck Rogers stories

Carl DJERASSI Cantor's Dilemma (MACDONALD hbk £12.95) 1st UK edn of

mainstream novel about a biochemist working on an experiment to back up his

revolutionary discovery conceming cancer

Les EDWARDS Biood and iron (GW hbk £12.99) 1t edn of collection of artwork

Carol EMSHWILLER The Start of the End of it All (NOMEN'S PRESS pok £4.95)

15t UK edn of collection of short stories

Mick FARREN Armageddon Crazy (ORBIT pbk £3.50) 1st UK edn of novel about

special effects used to overthrow right-wing regime in America

ummmmrﬂmmpmmm) 15t edn of novel set in
the Protocol Organization

novelia of erotic ghost story originally pub in 1962, accompanied by an essay on
the writing of the book

Patricla GEARY Strange Toys (CORGI pbk £2.99) 15t UK edn of Philp K Dick
Award winner

David GEMMELL Quest for Lost Heroes (LEGEND ok £11.95, pok £5.95) st
odn of 4th part of the Drenai muamu.seeunpkmm
Reprint (Legend 1989) of the latest Sipstrassi novel

Charles L GRANT /n & Dark Dream (NEL pbk £3.96) 1st UK edn of horror novel
Barbara HAMBLY Dark Hand of Magic (UNWIN pbk £3.50) 1st UK edn of a new
adventure for Sun Wolf and Star Hawk

Thomas HARRIS The Silence of the Lambs (MANDARIN pok £3.99) Reprint
(Heinemann 1988) of urban chiller

Willlam Hope HODGSON The House on the Borderiand (GRAFTON pbk £2.99)
Reprint (Chapman & Hall 1908) of classic horror story, with new afterword by lain
Sinclair

Matrix 88
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Mike JEFFERIES Glifterspke Hall (FONTANA pbk £3.99) Reprnt (Fontana 1989)
of Book 1 of The Heirs to Garfsmyre

Stephen KING The Stand (HODDER hbk £14.95) 1st UK edn of the complete edn
of a novel 18t pub in 1978 minus 150,000 words

Dean R. KOONTZ Strangers (HEADLINE pbk £4.99). Darkness Comes (HEAD-
LINE pbk £3.99), Chase (HEADLINE pbk £3.50) Reprint (W.H. Alien 1986, 1984,
Athur Barker 1974) of horror novels (Chase 1st pub as by K R. Dwyer)

Tanith LEE The Blood of Aoses (LEGEND hbk £14.95) 1st edn of massive
(678pp) novel of vampirism

R.S. MacAVOY The Third Eagle (BANTAM pbk £3.50) 15t UK edn of novel about
a red indian in space

Anne McCAFFREY The Aenegades of Pem (BANTAM hbk £12.95) 1st UK edn
of latest Pem novel which runs concurrently with the events in The White Dragon
Robert R. McCAMMON Blue World (GRAFTON pok £4.50) Reprint (Grafton 1989)
of collection of horror storles

Michael MOORCOCK The Eternal Champion (GRAFTON pbk £2.99) Reprint
(Coliins 1970) of 18t part of fantasy series

Janet MORRIS & Chris MORRIS Outpassage (NEL pbk £3.99) 1st UK edn of
novel sbout rebelion on Earth's mining colonies

M.S. MURDOCH Rebellion 2456 (PENGUIN pbk £3.99) 1st UK edn of Buck
Rogers novel

Fredertk POHL The Day the Manians Came (GRAFTON pok £3.99) 1st UK edn
of collection of related stories

Terry PRATCHETT Pyramids (CORGI pok £3.50) Reprint (Goflancz 1989) of
BSFA Award winning novel

Terry PRATCHETT & Nell GAIMAN Good Omens (GOLLANCZ hbk £12.95) 1st
odn of novel subtitied “The Nice and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter, Witch™
David PRINGLE Ed. Red Thirst (GW pbk £4.99) 1st edn of latest Warhammer
anthology

Robert REED The Homone Jungle (ORBIT pbk £3.50) Reprint (Orbit 1989) of
exoic first novel

Danlel RHODES Adversary (NEL pok £4.50) Reprint (NEL 1989) of horror novel
Jennifer ROBERSON Daughter of the Lion (CORGI pok £.99) 1st UK edn of
Book & of Chronicles of the Cheysuli

Marquls DE SADE The Gothic Tales of the Marquis De Sade (PETER OWEN hbk
£1295) Reprint (Nevile Spearman 1965, as Eugenie de Franval and Other
Stories) of collection of supernatural tales

Charles SHEFFIELD Summertide (GOLLANCZ hbk £13.95) 15t UK edn of Book
1 of The Hertage Universe, sel 4,000 years in the future

Dan SIMMONS Carrion Comfort (HEADLINE hbk £14.95, pbk £8.95) 1st UK edn
of novel about mind vampires

John SLADEK Roderick at Random (KEROSINA hbk £13.95, Sp. Edn £40)
Reprint (1983) and 18t hbk of his “Further Education of a Young Machine™

Guy N. SMITH Phobia (GRAFTON pbk £3.50) 1t edn of horror novel

Kevin STEIN Brothers Majore (PENGUIN pbk £3.99) 15t UK edn of Dragonlance
Preludes 3

John E. STITH Redshitt Rendezvous (ACE pbk £3.50) 1t edn of novel set aboard
 hyperspece liner where light travels slowly enough 1o be cbserved

Keith TAYLOR The Wiki Sea (HEADLINE pbk £3,50) 15t UK edn of Bard Il
Lisa TUTTLE Ed. Skin of the Soul(WOMEN'S PRESS PBK £5.95) 15t edn of orig.
anthology of horror stories by women

Robert E. VARDEMAN Masters of Space (NEL pbk £4.99) 1st UK edin of omnibus
comprising The Stellar Death Plan, The Alien Web & A Plague in Paradise
William T. VOLLAMAN The /ce-Shirt (DEUTSCH hbk £14.95) 1st edn of novel
that brings Norsemen and American Indians together in the 15t part of a fantastic
history of America to be known as Seven Dreams.

Elizabeth VONARBURG The Silent City (NOMEN'S PRESS pbk £4.95) 1t UK
dn of novel set when pecple live in the City deep underground, kept aiive by

machines
Lawrence WATT-EVANS The Cyborg and the Sorcerers (GRAFTON pbk £3.99)
15t UK adn of novel about cyborg warrior stil kiling Eanth’s enemies 300 years
atter Earth has perished

Robert Anton WILSON Schrodinger's Cat Triogy (ORBIT pbk £5.99) 15t UK edn
in 1 vol of The Universe Next Door, The Trick Top Hat and The Homing Pigeons
Robert Charles WILSON Gypsies (ORBIT pok £6.99) 15t UK edn of novel about
someone who can open doors betwean universes

Gene WOLFE Sokdier of Arete (NEL hbk £13.95) 1st UK edn of the sequel to
Soidier in the Mist; There Are Doors (ORBIT pbk £4.50) Reprint (Gollancz 1989)
of comedy about a goddess from another worid

T.M. WRIGHT The Waiting Room (GOLLANCZ pbk £3.99) 1st UK edn of horror

novel
Tim WYNNE-JONES Voices (HODDER hbk £12.95) 1st UK edn of horror novel

Cry "Fanac..."

This is a series on the things BSFA members can do apart from just reading
scianca fiction. Last issue, Valerle Housden described flk. folk songs mostly
adapted 10 science fiction themes, next issue will have Chris Balley on the
Contessions of & Book Colector. After that, it's up to you.

There are a number of groups of people who write for Amateur Publishing
Associations (or apas for short). Apas provide as much writing exercise as each
member feels capable of aiming for and a chance to communicate with people
interested in science fiction in different parts of the country - or worid. Here's lan
Bambro, who is the administrator for Pieces of Eight, 1o describe what being in
an apa could be like. So are the other adminstrators. Other apas are women
only, for gay people and sympathisers, for soft toys (though | have often wondered
how the soft toys type: ihis apa has a lot of satirs, 50 I've heard), for people
serious about writing, for people interested in comics ... if you are interested,
please write for details to the editorial address (16 Aviary Place, Leeds LS12 2NP),

PIECES OF EIGHT - The Friendly APA

When Jenny asked me to address you all thiz evening, | was't as shy as | might
have been two or three years ago. Compared with Pieces of Eight, a lormal
presentation at the Matrix Hal in front of the shining, up-tured faces
of the entire BSFA feeis Ike speechitying after taking in the kitchen at one of the
batar kinds of parties. But regular practice in an apa whers you can be yourse!
and develop in your own way i as good a basis as | know for any kind of writing
and any kind of audience.

1 should say what The Pirate Apa, the good ship, Pieces of Eight, is not: it isn't a
‘writers® workshop though you can experiment and get response; it sn'l a debating
‘society though there are few subjects that have not been discussed; it sn't just an
adjunct of sclence fiction fandom though many of us came in by that route; finaly,
it's not just a cosy il pen-pal club though it's relaxed rather than acerbic,
responsive rather than judgemental. As Administrator, | don’t see & as my role to
strut and fret: they'd only mutiny.

To ba more positive, what It is in content and atmosphere is the amalgam of who
s in the apa at any given time. The who determines the what. You'll know some
of the names. Past and present members include the published wrters, BSFA
notables and others familiar from fanzines and conventions. Then thera are some
modast though merttorious persons who find it suits them to make Pieces of Eight
their main or only forum. Current membership spans from Oban to Comwall and
from Kent to Kentucky. Ages range from post-graduate to post-ratirement. The
ongoing conversation of contribution and comment draws on members’ back-
grounds and Interests as various as science, drama, teaching, lew, travel,
computers, printing, marketing, piracy, inguistics and the ars genrally.
Contributions might be about dinosaurs or getting ripped off in Bangkok or
something more personal. As you will

To be more explici, what it is In essence is an opportunity for pacple who like
wrting to wrte - not in  privat notebook, but in a considered way for o small
Intorested audience. There are some rules: rule 1 is membership - open 1o
anyone; rule 2 s subs - curently €8 per annum for postage etc - and the only
other thing which really matters s minimum activity - two sides in one out of three
of the monthly mallings, & small but Important commitment to ensure that members.
are active rather than passive, contributing as well as recelvi is, 10 mo, is the
crux: to be writing and for an audience that shares at least one sympathetic
vibration, the impuise to put words 1o paper. We are all in the same boat.

“rr

IAN BROOKS

. ' e iuly 1600
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COMPETITION CORNER

GENERAL INFORMATION

After my whinge in the last issue about lack of entries, and my pleas for
comments, | would fike 1o thank ALL of you who entered and wil analyse your
comments and suggestions (journalese for “pinch all | can®). However, | stll don't
know whether it was the styla of tha competition tself or my pleading thal slicited
a (for me) record entry. The address for all competition entries and comments -
Roger Roblnson, 75 Rosslyn Ave, Harold Wood, Essex RM3 ORG.

RESULTS OF COMPETITION 87 - BEASTLY NUMBERS

Firstly the answers | intended when | set the quiz! - then a fow comments about
what other people thought | meant, then the roll of honour.

One
1 When Harlie Was One Gerrokd
+ 8 Our Friends From Frolix 8 Dick
» o Count Zero Gibson
5 The Luck of Brins 5 Wilder
- 4 Four Dimensional Nightmare Ballard
Two
2001 2001 A Space Odyssey Clarke
1984 Nineteen Eighty Four Orwoll
+ 100 Midsummer Century Blish
+ 334 334 Disch
- 451 Fahrenheit 451
Three
2 The Ballad of Beta 2 Delany
9 Nine Princes in Amber Zelazny
+ 1982 1982 Janine Gray
+ 10 The Machine in Shaft Ten M J Harrison
- 1985 1985 Burgess
Four
3 The Three Stigmata of Palmer Edritch  Dick
+ 2080 War in 2080 Langford
+ 14 Utopia 14 Vonnegut
+ 3 Thres Eyes Gordon
2100 Revolt in 2100 Heinlein
S s
Five
2262 Trullion Alastor 2262 Vance
. 933 Manne Alastor 933 Vance
+ 933 Marune Alastor 933 Vance
= 1716 Wyst Alastor 1716 Vance
+ 7 The Seven Sexes Tenn
- 2419 Amageddon 2419 AD. Nowlan

B
Matrix 8

NOTES

1. Sorry, the clue to the last line in Sum 1 should have been T * D N. | omitted
“The" - but fooled nobody.

2. The trick in Sum 2 was that M * was "Midsummer Century” by Blish, not *100th
Millennium” by Brunner. The Brunner would have needed a clue of * M.

3. | omitted the subtkle of the Langford book in Sum 4.

4. The other trick in Sum 4 was deliberate - Utopia 14 is the alternate title of
Player Piano (but it is the copy | have)

5. The (unintentional) most difficult part was Sum 5. | had not realised that the
British edition of Marune Alastor, plus the Nicholls Encyclopedia, plus other
reference sources has number 993, while my American edition has 933. Also
some of you didn't realise that this title appeared twice. The rules said you
needed 25 tities, but there w lines, 50 this might have given you a hint.

ROLL OF HONOUR

A very high number of entries with, to my surprise, several fully correct ones. Not
only a record number of entries, but also a record number of counlries represented
- West Germany, Norway, Hong Kong, Czechoslovakia, Finland and all four
“home" countries.

'WINNER of £5 book token - Terry Broome (first out of the hat)

RUNNERS UP (all comrect) Nigel Parsons, Andy Mills, Dave Langford, Vaclav Kriz,
David Bruce

NUMBER OF ENTRANTS - 40 (average score 46.5 out of 52)

COMPETITION NO. 88 'ELLISH WORD SEARCH

Most of the entrants in the Christmas multi-competition seemed to enjoy the Word
Soarch, 5o here is another one, but just that bit different.

All you have to do is list all the SF words you can find in the grid, following these
(simple) rules.

(1) all words must be L shaped (with one 90 degree turn)
(2) all words must be four letters or mor

(3) words can overlap and/or cross each other

(4) all words must be sf related (in a very broad sense)
(5) only horizontal and vertical words (no diagonal ones)
(6) the L-shape can tum to the left or right.

To help me judge this, please list the words with their starting square and the
“type" (eg 47 - NIVEN - author). Types are books, authors, characters etc etc.
Qood luck. Note that I haven't given any target as there may be some words in
the square that | didn't Intend to includel

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 91011 1213 14 15
als P E I N M C O P S VETCR
bjC H L N A B K C E N R O C A
c|H E N K K G U H A R O N L I P
d|R R I S R O N XK I N E E S N E
e|A R E P U W I L S 0V S N U L
flH Y H R N E vV D A N E N U S L
g|s W B A L L AR W I C AR I
h|E 0 6 T T L I 5 0 NEV T 0N
iJt p o N T S S L L F EF E AR
jlc oL ¢ F A M A ZENTDRAGE
k|A N A KW 1 P Y E 1 R N OV A O
1T/R N E L L B R U N N A Y E C N
m|¥W E L L P U U QG E L L B 0 A
nlA L A M D B D AR B I H NV
ol N P U E R Y S T 1 8 B8 0 L 0
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Members’ Noticeboard

WANTED! Ona copy of Bruce Stifing's The Artficial Kid. Contact Steve Troase,
Flat 5, Westholme, The Firs, Bowdon, Cheshire WA14 2TE. Tel: 061 928 6778
(evenings)

STORM CONSTANTINE: s there anyone with an interest in the work of Storm
Constantine, and the ideas behind the Wraeththu novels, and in the Thirteenth Key
Projects’ Paragenesis magazine? If you would like further information or to help
with, or contribute to, a newsletter/magazine to take up the ideas explored by
Paragenesis, please get in touch with: Steve and Vikki Les, 2A Villa Road, St.
Bernards Hospital, Uxbridge Road, Southall, Middx UB1 3EU

FOR SALE: Moorcock: The Jewel in the Skull published by Loadstone, very good
condition US paperback 19677 .... €3 The Man from Uncle four paperbacks nos
1,23, 4. Al in goodivery good condition ... £3 U Dennis Wheatley
hardback first editions all with dust jacket: The Wanfon Princess (1968) very good
... €4; Evil in a Mask (1969) dust jacket marked price cut out and inscription on
£3.50; Gateway to Hell (1970) price cut out .... £4.50. The set for £10.
Denme Wheatley: Who Killed Robert Prontice, a curo from th forties. The book
is a compllation of police statements, copies of letters, other evidence and
newspaper cutlings. You have to find out who did it. A collector's item in fair
condition .... £10. Dr. Who game (Tom Baker) Box slightly damaged, but otherwise
complete ... £10. | will consider offers on any item - Mark Greener, 38 Dunmow
Road, Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 SHL

SHORT STORIES WANTED: Stephen Kruger is looking for contributors to his
anthology of SF short stories. The stories he wants must: (1) be previously
unpublished (2) of more or less usual length (rather than novellas) (3) dealing
centrally with a logal theme (though the law may be fictitious) and (4) involving
uninvented technology in some way. Examples of what he is sesking include
Asimov's A Point of Law, Killough's Caveat Emptor and Wallen's Origins of
Galactic Law. Interested parties can contact him at 405 West 6th StresvSan
Pedro, CA 90731, USA or telephoning 213-832-5945 (his law office)

SHARDS OF BABEL: | would b very interested in sesing a complete (or near-
complate) run of this European newszine. s there anybody who can lend me
one? | woukd be happy to pay the cost of postage, including registration if desired.
Please write to: Cyrll Simsa, 2 The Hexagon, Fitzroy Park, London N6 6NR

THE NORTHERN FILK MEETINGS: The NIGGLE, for ik singers north of Watford,
1akes place in Leeds on the third Saturdey of each month. Details from Steve
Glover, 16 Aviary Place, Armley LS12 2NP. The newsletter, Leat, is produced by
Dave Bell, Church Farm, North Kelsey, Lincoln LN7 6EQ

HULL SCIENCE FICTION WRITERS GROUP: We are holding a writers weekend
workshop over the weekend 16-18 November 1990. This will be held mainly at the
Hull University Union Buikiing, with a social evening at a local pub. The weskend
will be very participatory - e averyone will be expected to work - there will be no-
ona teaching (although we are hoping to get a published author to come and give
us atak). If you are interested, please send a sae to Carol Ann Green, 5 Raglan
Avenue, Raglan Straet, Hull HUS 2JB. Note thers are only nin places available,
and these are on a first come, first served basis

THE IONIST ART GROUP - WANTED, NEW MEMBERS: The IONIST ART
GROUP is an international mutt-disciplinary organisation which has been formed
to bridge the gap betwean art and science on a practical level. The group aims
1o bring together artists working in all fields and scientistsftechnologists to
exchange ideas and to create opportunities for collaboration on a variety of joint
projects. The group will explore and promote all forms of art with a sclentific and
|.cnno«ogim« bias. The ION EXCHANGE is a quarterly publlcalmn which aims to

arists Everyone s invited
10 56nd in artclos and letters on relovant subjects for discussion. The publication
is free, but a nominal sum (£2.50) per annum to cover production and postage
costs i appreciated (cheques made payable to Gerakd Shepherd). ZWITTERION
is the "artletter” of the IONIST ART GROUP. It will contain science-related
artwork, science-orientated poatry and science fiction short stories. The maximum
amount of art and the minimum amount of writing about I There is no formal
application procedure to become a member. Anyone interested in art and science
s most wekcome to join the group. Informal group meatings are held on the first
Saturday of every month in London. A number of spacialist groups (starting with
*Engineering in Art" and "Optics in Art) are being formed to allow artists and
sclentiets to compare notes and work together in a spacilic area of science-art.
The first "SCIENCE IN ART" exhibition at Bournemouth & Poole College of Art &
Design went very wall and more IONIST GROUP art shows are being planned.
Contact: Graham Yates, 40 Queensway, Winsford, Cheshire CW7 18J

S
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URGENTLY WANTED: SCIENCE-FICTION titles from the authors listed below
It you have any for sale, let me know what you have and how much you want for
them. /ind we'll take it from there. Okay? (Original paperbacks preferred, but will
take roprints). Poul ANDERSON, lsaac ASIMOV, Greg BEAR, Gregory
BENFORD, James BLISH, John BRUNNER, Arthur C. CLARKE, Gordon R.
DICKSON, Joe HALDEMAN, Edmund HAMILTON, Harry HARRISON, Robert A.
HEINLEIN, Frank HERBERT, James P. HOGAN, Trevor HOYLE, Chartes Eric
MAINE, Richard C. MEREDITH, Larry NIVEN, Frederk POHL, Jery POURNELLE.
“Perry Rhodan SF”, Bob SHAW, Robert SHECKLEY, Robert SILVERBERG,
Cliftord D. SIMAK, E.E. "Doc™ SMITH, Brian M. STABLEFORD, A.E. VAN VOGT,
James WHITE, Jack WILLIAMSON, George ZEBROWSKI

VIDEOS: Ara thare any SF video (VHS) buffs out there? I'm interested in buying
or borrowing any “decent” sclence-fiction. Particularly any fims mada from the
(classic) Perry Rhodan Adventure SF series; also STAR TREK episodes, BLAKE'S
SEVEN episodes. If you think you can help, contact me with a list of what you've
got, thanks: Chris Balley, 52 Druids Walk, Didcot, Oxon OX11 7PF

DRAGON CARDS FOR SALE: The lan Brooks hatching dragons shown in this
issua are available In notelet form at £2 for a pack of 10, including envelopes
(single design or a mixed pack) + 50p P&P for any number of packs from lan
Brooks, 14 Gowland Drive, Cannock, Staffs WS11 1TG. A3 prints (imited edition
of 250 signed and numbered) of the cover drawing for Vector 154 - £5 each + £1
p&p (I send them in a strong cardboard tube)

COLLATING WEEKEND: The BSFA collating weekend is AUGUST 4-5 and all
help would ba extramely appreciated. The inexhaustible Kelth Freeman directs
it at the Department of Applied Statistics (which is a wooden hut) by the carpark
next to Blandford Lodge, which is very close to the Museum of English Rural Life,
University of Reading. More detalls from Keith Tel: 0734 666142 (home) or 0734
318022 (work). People who come get tea/coffee provided, lunch at a local pub
and an extra month on their subscriptions.

MEMBERSHIP CARDS: Jo Raine would like to apologise to new members who
have not yet received cards. There have been some difficulties with their
production. But, while on the subject of new members, 203 joined in 1989, 183
from the UK, and mentioned Interzone, word of mouth or a convention as the most
common ways they found out about the BSFA

SF IN BELGIUM: Belgian fans, please remember Bensluxcon in Antwerp this
November. There are sf meetings at The Drum, Avenue Auderghem, Brussels
(Matro Schumann) every second Wednesday and details can be obtained from
David Stewart (T 75 01 28 (h) or 672 62 09 (o)) who reports that Le Soir has
a sf column on atemate Wednesdays.

TECHNICIAN (MARS) REQUIRED: Andy Sawyer knew he worked for a really go-
‘ahead authority (hollow laugh), but he didn't know they had an option on Mars .
do they offer free travel? The technician is needed to work as part of a team to
keep up to date a computerised data base called - shamal - Merseyside Address
Referencing System.

7 DON'T YoU THINK \TS [RONIC AT U
THE. CHEMICALS WE USED To STOP
OURSELVES FROM SWEATING THIS
CENSTURY WLl RE MAKING US

SWEKT Everd MDRE NEXT CenNTURY...

“Junelduly 1990
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North of the Border: FIFE (Contd) SLAwes  STRATHCLYDE (Cored Glsgow 10
i Lochwinnoch 1
BSFAns in SCOTLAND T 5 é )
Lhanbryde 1 Paisiey 2
BORDERS Galashiols 1 Sekany
& Fakiwz  MIGHLAND Aness 1 Wishaw 1
R . ,  LoTHAN " Sdnburgh 10 TAYSIDE s , Duntees
. Dumfdes 1 opynEY Kirkwal 1 Minathot 1
Kellohoim 1
1 Monifieth 1
Straieay STRATHCLYDE 21 Blanyre1  WESTERN ISLES o
FIFE 6 Ki 1 Showen 1
ioady East Kilbride 1 TOTAL 52
Lochoehy Erskine 1
particular women as being exceptionally capable of having conquered any such
: difficu before the fim began.
Write Back e

Arthur C. Clarke
Colombo, Sri Lanka

I was saddened to see in the February-March issue of Matrix that James Reynoids
has just died. Technically speaking, he was not my first editor, since | had had a
good deal published in magazines of various kinds from 1938 onwards. Probably
Walter Gilings should be considered my first editor.

However, Jim was cortainly my first hard-cover book editor with

So what are Mr. Peter's problems with the characters? We are only given one
clue and this is the portrayal of the miltary as anti-communist. This

has). but | do live in America and | read the constant stream of anticommunist
propaganda on the letters pages - whers veterans and mid-rank brass frequently

Soviet in the future, mmqulmwwmmmucmmnu.wm

Flight (1849). | owe him a great deal, because he taked me into writing & popular
book on astronautics, which tured out to be Exploration of Space. | see to recall
that | wasn't particularly keen on the kdeal However, it led to the Book of the
Month Club selection in 1952 and my subsequent career of crime ...

Roger Waddington
4 Commercial Street, Norton, Malton, North Yorkshire YO17 9ES

Can you really recommend to anyone else, what you've personally enjoyed? St
is maybe a more subjective field than most: with so many divergent opinions as
to what it actually s, you can't just point to one, say good st, and expect everyone
1o agree. Suppose all you can really do is point to books you may have enjoyed;
and be pleasantly surprised if thy enjoy them as well.

Then again, like you, I've been reading as much mainstream as f, if we can still
distinguish the categories; maybe more now, having to depend on the depleted
shelves of libraries - though I've also been building up a stockpile of f - though
always with the intention of improving my mind. But even before, my reading was
always eclectic, down 10 the traditional cornflake packet; my last library books
included Coasting by Jonathan Raban and a history of The Times personal
column,

Actually, what drew me towards sf, or what might have made me more receptive,
was a childhood appetite for tales of exploration and true adventure; which is why
| was 5o interested to hear of your discovery of The Moon Man. No doubt there’s
something very psychological behind all this, being born and brought up in the
country with no wider horizon than the next village; but it seems to me that from
reading about strange tribes with alien ways in wonderful landscapes, it's hardly
a step at all to imagining those same scenes on other planets, and ail the other
visions of science fiction; | certainly found It very easy.

Sherry Coldsmith
PO Box 330, Hutto, Texas 78634, U.S.A

John Peter's review of Abyss seems more of a reaction to hype than a critical
assessment of Cameron’s film. Hi that the characters do not convince
is particularly astonishing since this is the fim's most remarkable strength. In the

the rig's foreman, and the other hands on the rig are wholy convincing in their

jety. Their ‘and their
dislike of the mindiess authoritarianism that the milltary represented was instantly
recognisable.

The women characters, an engineer and a submersible piat, were brassy, brave
and smarter than the men around. The film plausily dealt with the tensions.
around career and romance. And though Cameron did not look at the inavitable

woman rig (and I'd
arigin the Gulf of women 10 work), h these

confuse ‘socialist
organisations - perhaps even aliens - with Stalinism.

The film opens when an American s s destroyed. Even |, an implacable
foe of the bourgeoisie, would think m- m- Sovists, not luminous aliens from the
deep, 3 naval officers think
the same thing. If imagine that two of . one of whom
is suffering from clinical psychosis, woukd not perceive the aliens, whom they
never see themselves, as a camouflaged Soviet threat, than | can only wonder
what planet he's been living on. | think the real reason for his criticiem is his
discomfiture with the target of Cameron's political vision: militarism and goose-
lupplng masculiy. Antcommunlem doesn't ente (o 1t unlees, Ik Petars,

ks il i longer exits.

It was. it X opti
that the aliens were not a threat and that paranoid nationalism was deluding.
Feminist id lowly trickling into the mainstream. Perhaps it is this that

moves Peters to attack the strengths of Abyss and ignore its real faults. Cameron
did make egregious mistakes In plotting the film and controlling tts pace. He aiso
over-used the "death in deep waters™ motl.

| am very grateful that Cameron did not, as Peters wished, spend more time on
the nature of the aliens; the people were too interesting in their own right and the
alians were there only to play an emblematic and enigmatic role, something they
did well enough. Abyss is the first sf film in which working people are not
patronised and are not seen as dirty brutes who'd do anything for a beer and a
brawl and a good lay on Saturday night. Desphte the film's faults, it is this
portrayal of biue collar workers and ts portrayal of women that is wholly
refreshing.

Chris Balley
52 Druids Walk, Didcot, Oxon OX11 7PF

On page 5 of M8?, | coukdn' help but pick up on a comment that the well known
sf author, Christopher Priest, was said to have uttered conceming the genre of
science fiction (from an interview that he gave in the Sunday Times). m.-m,u«
rather shocked, in a way, to read what he said which was “Science fiction is

gonre that no longer interests me, it's @ worked-out form, nn!u-on'ywﬂl
marketing thing". | never heard such a load of bunk coming from the author of

feel the need to express his views in this way.

1 would ke to correct @ “slight” mistake on my part, in including Roger Zelazny's
The Dream Masterin the science fiction list. You are quite correct, most of Roger
Zelazny's works are fantasy, with a littie bit of science fiction thrown in and | stand
cormected. | read this tite at an impressionable age, but that's the story of my ife.




I'm fascinated with the concept of time as we know it. |, for one, would very much
like to be able to return in time, only | wouldn't waste my “time® on recorded
history. | would very probably go as far back as the beginnings of the Universe,
perhaps stopping first to see just how the Dinosaurs really died out.

John Welsh
3 Russeldene Road, Wigan, Lancashire

1 will leave it to others to comment on Christopher Bailey's list of recommended
sf, and suggest instead that it might be more fun, in a blood sports kind of way,
1o run an altemative list - books which are aways praised but are in fact even
worse than most of Christopher's favourites. It would be against the spirit of the
‘game to suggest obvious targets such as Stranger in a Strange Land or Always
Coming Home. Players shoukd restrict themselves to the genuine darlings of the
genre and give reasons, though not necessarily rational ones. Anyway, its easier
to demonstrate than explain, so here are my six to avoid:

The Book of the New Sun (Gene Wolfe) This runs to nearly a million words and
you'd have more fun counting them than reading them

The Bones of the Moon (Jonathan Carroll) The fact that he is called Jonathan
should be warning enough for all right-thinking folk

Mythago Wood (Robert Holdstock) The woods most people know are full of old
beer cans and used condoms, which is a better use for them than Mr. Holdstock
can contrive

Golden Witchbreed (Mary Gentle) If you buy this to read on the train, take the bus
instead

Falling Free (Lois McMaster Bujokd) How did this win a Nebula? Why have the
reviews been so favourable? | blame the ozone layer, me.

Don't worry about lit-crit credibility or about hurting somebody's feelings - you've
probably paid four or five pounds for the privilege. Besides, your choices, sadly,
will not want for defenders. People in the sf club consistently overpraise the work
done in the genre, then whine when the Mainstream (SFese for the real world)
ignores it. It's depressing, frustrating and self-perpetuating because it nurtures a
chosen-few mindset inside the fieki and patronising amusement outside it.

I have not been constructive about the books | have listed for the precise reason
that too many people have gone to unreasonable lengths to find good things to
say about them. This attitude of adoration in the face of minor talent (extremely
minor in the case of Ms. Bujokd) is something | find more embarrassing than the
harmless dorks in Bacofoil at conventions who are the usual targets of wildly

misplaced sf snobbery.

Kenneth R. Lake
115 Markhouse Avenue, London E17 8AY

Contrary to the scientiic-environmental image of the "Federation” ad that appears
in Matrix 87, the outfit may prove as sinister as Scientology. Write in, and you get
14 A4 pages. One bears an illegible signature of the "Membership Officer/Level
1 and all show a total lack of understanding of apostrophes and only a vague
acquaintance with commas, making the text sometimes even more cryptic than
one might fear.

The Federation has a "Chisf Executive® or Dictator - as explained, he brooks
neither argument nor dissention, his decisions are “to be considered final”. He is
“non-elected ... for fife” and the decisions of the “Central Council® ar final only
when “countersigned by the Chief Executive®. All "Officers* in “Levels 1 and 2" are
sither “nominated” with “the approval of the Chief Executive” or "directly appointed

.." guess who? What's more, “Interpratation of these rules and constitution
shall at all times be judged by the Chief Executive".

The many vaguely worded concepts listed as "Aims might just sound reasonable
until you think about them. There is to be "no subjugation of national or poltical
sovereignty in Europe” although apparently these are OK elsewhers in the worid;
Scotland and Wales are to be given “independence ... pending the results of a
referendum" (surely backward? - and surely they already voted against all this? -
and what about the Six Counties of Northern Ireland?); forestry development in
Scotland (but not elsewhere) is to be stopped “mmediately”, al major road
building is to be "suspended" and the penal system is to have a "complete
overhaur” - though whather he intends to bring back the rope and the birch, or set
‘em all free, is not made clear.

Furthermore, although "all levels of the organisation can vote for policies ... Final
decisions are ... taken by the Central Council o the Chief Executive™. Believe it
or not, this means that since "decisions ... are voluntarily accepted by Federation
members* therefore "o coercion is necessary™l

R e, and hi il Il five lovels (i indeed
any exist outside his fertile but megalomaniac imagination) lay claim to a non-
political stance, yet arrogate unto the Chief Executive powers that would tum Pol
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Pot greer with envy. Can anyone throw any light on the persons behind this
sinister outt, from "K. Squiggle", the "Membership Officer* of Pages Green Farm,
Stowmarket, to the semi-divine Chief Executive (who may, of course, be the same
man)?

Should Matrix be carrying ads like thi

David Langford
94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 5AU

1 noticed your plea for J.J. Connington info in Matrix. He was mainly a detective
story writer; the SF Encyclopedia reters to Nordenholt's Milion as his one sf novel,
I have a copy of the essay collection Alias J J/ Connington, but don', off hand,
remenmber any sf there.

Les Hurst
7 Andrew Avenue, likeston, Derby DE7 5EB

J.J. Connington wrote a lot of detective stories, but only the one science fiction
novel.His autobiography, published in 1947 (according to Nichols' Encyclopedia
of Science Fiction) was Alias J J Connington. A Catalogue of Crime by Jacques
Barzun and Wendell W. Taylor (Harper and Row 1989) has about four pages of
bibliography of his novels. They call Nordenholt’s Million “this remarkable piece
of science fiction", and in a sense it is not clear why he went on to write detective
stories, as his first two, Death at Swaythling Court (1926) and The Dangerfield
Talisman (1926) are described as amateurish, improbable and pathetically bad,
but JB and WHT rate the later ones better.

In the book about the detective story, Snobbery with Violence, Colin Watson coins
the phrase Mayhem Parva to describe the world of Miss Marple villages where
people get bumped off, but the name is actually an echo of a Connington tille -
Nemesis at Raynham Parva.

David Haggle
Room 6066, British Broadcasting Corporation, Broadcasting House, London W1A
1AA

I've just been speaking to Colln Greenland, who recommended that I drop you
aline. | am currently producing a series of short features for Radio 4 which,
roughly speaking, are about lifts. The idea is that each programme will tell a
different story. In one, for example, we will look at the lot of residents of a poor
council block where the Iit breaks down and in another we'll be visiting a bullding
site on a working lift to look at how building techniques are affected by architect-
ure.

But in other programmes in the series, | want to look at the way a lift is used in
film and fiction - the lft as a focus for fear in one programme, and in another, the
Iift as & vehicle to travel to other workds. The idea here s that the lft journey can
be used in fiction as a path to other dimensions or times. The problem I've got is
that while there are examples of this device in children's iterature, Roald Dahl's
Charfie and the Chocolate Factory for example, I'd really much rather look at
science fiction. But | don't know whether in fact the lift has been used In this way
in sf books and films.

1 would be most grateful if any readers could come up with any examples, from the
wealth of published s, of interesting ways in which the common Iift has been
tumed in to something a little more uncommon.

Letters
DEADLINE

Saturday 14th July

Address: 16 Aviary Place, Ammley,
LEEDS LS12 2NP West Yorkshire

June/July 1990
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Fire and Hemlock: Fanzine Review
Nic Farey

Further to last issue's column, the argument of "what is a fanzine” needs to be
developed. Defining terms in these instances is often a spectacularly futile
exercise, but a fanzine, comparably with any project, requires some sort of
benchmark test against which it can be measured.

Such tests should taken into account both the editor's intent and circumstances.
I doubt if there is a fanwriter around who would not wish to produce something of
the quality (in production terms, at least) of Concatenation, despite the fact that
circumstances may dictate that only a One Shot, Two Stabbed can be managed.
I the clear intent, therefore, is to produce a "Conca", then dus vilification can be
oxpected if the result is something resembling a conv auction listing.

This is where the Eastcon fanzine panel rears its collective psyche. The
contention was voiced by a certain pl

invention as far d, because too easy.
"Real" fanzines are, of course, duplicated. This courageous statement consigns
Dave's own Xyster to the also-ran category, and though | suspect the original
statement was not entirely serious, the good and great Harry Bond spluttered into
agreoment with the "loast cost" argument. Sturgeon’s Law got in there some-
where too. Let me debunk these two spurious arguments immediately. "Least
cost" for many people means sneaking into work out of hours and pilfering the use
of the photocopier. The more moral specimens may even buy their own paper to
avoid major recriminations, arguing all the time that this simple reproduction
facility which easily handles double-sided copying, collating and 5o on is & damn
sight batter than mucking about with fiithy stencils for a weekend, thank you very
much. Secondly, it is equally spurious to say that, because photocopying has.
increased the number of fanzines available, there are therefore a lot more dodgy
ones around. If the number of fanzines has doubled, Sturgeon's Law suggests
that the number of good and worthy ones will also have doubled. just
more dross to wade through to find them. The one area of agreement, it seemed,
was something touched on last issue - that of editorial personality. To be worthy,
and indeed unique among the masses, a fanzine must convey this most important
of features. Then, and only then, can the reviewer begin to make subjective
judgements concerning the interest value of the publication in question. So how
do the latest batch measure up?

Partan 1 is a rather mixed bag from Aberdonian Barbara, of whom some unkind
souls might say the same. Nominally produced by the Union of Soviet Socialist
Gophers, the personality undoubtedly shines through this zine. The content is a
ragbag mix of conreps, information, comment and politics, quite a lot to cram into
ten pages, and all delivered in a fine humorous style. A number of in-jokes, but
it's not worth letiing these mar your enjoyment.

Judith Hanna and Joseph Nicholas are now editors of the stripped-down title
FTT, although the preamble states that these initials have mutated from Fuck the
Tories to Flatten the Toads. A general mix of personal statement and what the
less charitable might call “right-on” politics does indeed lend character to the
product. Judith abandons the traditional fanzine review for an assessment of
feminist” attitudes and how they can difer, with & nod end a dig here and there
at some men’s °r thou™ attitudes. This Fuzz, Bums
and Feminists Against Censorship) is a partcularly wellargued ossay from an
intelligent pen. The rest of the issue measures up well.

Maverick 10 wafted onto the mat with its 1901 Punch illustrations. Only mildly
interesting, I'm afraid. The volume of zines to emerge from the Glover household
perhaps owes more to some misguided attempt at the Guinness Book of Records
than any real desire to improve the zine market. As with the daily statement on
BBC Radio: “The preceding feature, Steve Wright in the aftemoon is protected
under copyright 1990°, one is driven to ask the reasonable question "Why"?
Jenny's editorship of Matrix has clearly curtailed her writing activities, and who
knows what Steve is up to? A Maverick written almost entirely by other people?
A page and a half of Ashley drivel? Harry Bond writing in his sleep? Nuclear
Power? No thanks.

A brief mention to Turkey Shoot 2, in that it provoked a small argument arising
from Dave Wood's editorial personalty” criterion. Turkey Shoot advertises itsol
as “The fanzine of sf",and h g giggles if not guffaws
with ts contents. Where, however, is the edtorial personaity? There is none,
despite the arguments of its supporters. All Turkey Shoottells you about its editor
is that he is interested in "bad” sf. This is not a known personality trait. | would
stil recommend the zine, perhaps the exception that proves the "personality” rule.

And 50 to Wood. How does the man's own Xystermatch up to the law of fanzine
success? Photocopied? Oh dearie, go to the bottom of the class. Editorial
personality? Of course it has. The whole issue is suffused with Dave's own dry

i A
Malrix 88 //

wit and a certain amount of cunning. As a lover of wordplay and wordgames
myself, | particulerly enjoyed D West's Anagramancy Revisited. Finding the
anagrams of the (injfamous can be quite revealing. | seem to recall this harmless
pursuit being the subject of a New Statesman competition many years ago, where
the winner was Spiro Agnew (Grow a Penis). Also worthy of note is Putting the
Boot in the Wellington, a lighthearted A to Z of the first Thursday in the month
It is now confirmed that L is for LEEDS: A Profanity.

1 would also like to note the receipt of Dreams from Within - Part Vi - The Slaying
of Time. Darren, producer of this zine, is either involved with or is a subscriber to
the Storm Constantine Information Service and when | tell you that DFW could
best be described as a "lfestyle” publication, you will probably have a good idea
of what to expect. Worth more than one look, even at a cover price of 70p.

Concatenation: Tony Chester, 44 Brook St, Erith, Kent DAS 25Q

One Shot, Two Stabbed: Harry Bond, 6 Elizabeth Ave, Bagshot, Surrey GU19 5NX
Partan: Barbara, 47 Devonshire Road, Aberdeen AB1 6XN

FTT: Judith Hanna & Joseph Nicholas, 5A Frinton Rd, Stamford Hill, N15 ONH
Maverick: Jenny Glover, 16 Aviary Place, Leeds LS12 2NP

Turkey Shoot: lan Sales, 56 Southwell Rd East, Mansfield, Nottingham NG21 OEW
Xyster. Dave Wood, 1 Friary Close, Marine Hill, Clevedon, Avon BS21 7QA
Dreams from Within: Darren, 74 Montieth Crescent, Boston, Lincs PE21 9AY

WITH A HOST OF FURIOUS FANZINES
Fanzine listing with comments by Jenny Glover.

Most fanzines are available for "The Usual®, which is normally a polite request, but
can extend to a LoC (Letter of Comment), an article, or simply trade for your own.
Editors always like to know what people think of that effort they have slaved over.
Or at least they say they do.

ARROWS OF DESIRE: Themezine this time on Hate, Fear and Loathing, next
time will be on Death, round about November. Some moving writing here, some
writing which tries to be; from S V O'Jay, PO Box 29, Hitchin, Herts SG4 9TG

CEREBRETRON 8: Gameszine with uniikely fiction - how many peaple say "Oh
swoet Allah” when faced with a creaturs, screaching like a snared bird? Edited by
Alex Bardy, who doesn't give his address.

COLLAPS 28, 33: Polish, including the strip cartoon of Rossana who has
adventurous bathtimes. One gathers that Nle means "No". From Radoslaw
Kleczynski, ul. Korsarzy 12E, 80-299 Gadansk, Poland

CONCATENATION: Annual freebie at Eastercons and Workicons, this one feels
the lack of reader response. Next issue will be a readers’ special. From Tony
Chester and Jonathan Cowie, 44 Brook Street, Erith, Kent DA8 1JQ

DINOSAURS. AND DISKETTE FAILURES 4: The Glovers conaider fe without
each other. but not slushy. 'y Glover, 16 Aviary
Place, Leads LS12 2NP

DR 65: Computer chat and brief reviews from Arthur D. Hiavaty, PO Box 52028,
Durham, NC 27717, USA

DRAGGED KICKING AND SCREAMING INTO THE 1990s 12: Wacky and fun,
look for his artwork elsewhere in this issue. From lan Gunn, Iguana Productions,
PO Box 65, Ashburton 3147, Australia

FAT KNITE 4 & 5: Gameszine with Neighbours rpg and interview with Tokien.
Offbeat, but interesting. From Steve Blincoe, 46 Laburnum Way, Littieborough,
Lancs OL15 8LS

FLATTEN THE TOADS 9: Rat e
on museums from Jucith Hanna and Joseph Nicholes, 5A Frinton Road, Stamford
Hill, London N15 6NH

HARDCORE 2b (cost £1): The cover's great, but the fiction involves brittle boned
characters. Mostly a gameszine, with a William Gibson interview. From Jael Nuit,
©/o 1st Floor Flat, 212 Croydon Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4DE

INCEPTION: Small fanzine on the Storm Constantine information service. Shows
potential from Steve Jeffrey and Vikki Lee France, 2A Villa Road, St. Bernards
Wing, Uxbridge Road, Southall, Middlesex UB1 3EU

LARRIKIN 22: The last. One co-editor has moved to work in Britain, the other is
facing fatherhood. One moving article on the death of a baby is countered by a
set of "fan" stamps, of which my favourite is the Weapons Freak saying plaintively
Sorry, but | didn't think my atomic particle beam laser was loaded! to a smoking
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sizzle. From Parry Middiemiss and Irwin Hirsh, 26 Jessamine Ave, East Prafhran,
Victoria 3181, Australia

LIFE DURING LUNCHTIME: Gossip from Leeds, fanzine reviews, introspection.
Moody and lyrical from Kev McVeigh, 37 Firs Road, Milnthorpe, Cumbria KA7 7QF

MAVERICK: Topical Punch cartoons and ideas on fan funds. Michael Ashley tries
to be nice. From Jenny Glover, 16 Aviary Place, Leeds LS12 2NP

MIMOSA 7: A conversation with Bob Tucker is followed by “Lez-sttes”, stories
sach chapter containing From Dick and
Nicki Lynch, PO Box 1270, Gorman(qwn Maryland 20874-0998, USA

ORPHIA: New monthly sf magazine from Buigaria in English. Details from Rob
Meades, 75 Hecham Close, Walthamstow, London E17 SHT

PARTAN: Thin, the best thing is an Ozymandias pastiche. A product of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Gophers, who also socialise extensively, from Barbara, 47
Devonshire Road, Aberdeen AB1 6XN

PULP 16: Moving tribute to ATom from co-editor Rob Hanson, 144 Plashet Grove,
East Ham, London

REAL SOON NOW #2: According 10 this, the BSFA has all the public presence
of a puzzle wrapped in an enigma, which has then been buried in some remote
spot, according to the markings on a shredded and burned map, by an anony-
mous band who promptly committed suicide. From Dave Bell, Church Farm, North
Kelsey, Lincoln LN7 6EQ who welcomes comespondence

SGLODION 2: Any Dave Langford fanzine is entertaining, but this one is serious
and concerns the MJ-Balls Atfalr. Basically, Jenny Randles mentioned how
idiotic US UFO searchers were to her local newspaper, who wrote it up in an
equally idiotic way. A visiting ufologist is now suing her for £10,000, as his
scientific reputation has been damaged. One hesitates to comment on how or
why this Stanton Friedman shoukd choos to sue the author rather than the
newspaper, especially when the newspaper has distorted Jenny Randles’
comments. Dave Langford says it better (of course) and asks if sympathisers can
send some money to help pay for the good fight to him or Paul Barett, 17 Polsioe
Road, Exeter, Devon EX1 2HL. Cheques payable to MJ-Balls please. Dave
Langford is at 94 London Road, Reading RG1 5AU

SHIPYARD BLUES 4: Wonderful cover as tribute to ATom, of the contents, only
Andy Sawyer languishing in his daughter's grey sweater due to a frozen shoulder
stick In one’s mind. From John Owen, 4 Highfield Close, Newport Pagnell, Bucks
MK16 9AZ

SPANISH ARMADILLO 2: The material by Shep Kirkbride, Martyn Taylor, Paul
Ward, Terry Broome, Edward Miler, Chuck Connor, Ken Lake, Christina Lake,
Dave Windett, Terry Frost and Philip Colins is interesting. Sadiy they'ra let down
by the rest. From Geogre Bondar, 33 Ragstone Road, Slough SL1 2PP.

STRANGE FRUIT 1 (costs £1): Very graphic graphics and interview with Grant
Morrison. Recommended for Scottish adults, fascinating in an oddbeat way. From
Gary Gilman at Community Industry, 420 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow G2 3EQ

FL i i rather Oz biased, but
I've never laughed so much. It is wonderul, my favourite of all the fanzines this
issue. From lan Gunn, lguana Productions, PO Box 65, Ashburton 3147,
Australia. It may cost $2, but be warned, the next one will focus on media fandom

TALES FROM THE BROKEN DRUM #3: Clubzine concentrating on sf humour,
including Olaf, the time-travelling Viking cartoon character, who gets to every
historical event at the wrong time. Details from Gary Starr, 46 Amside Road,
Bestwood Estate, Nottingham NG5 SHE

THE WAKING EDGE: University clubzine which actually appears to be about
science fiction, and good stuff at that (Watch out, Black Holel). From Amanda
Baker, Imperial College Science Fiction Sociaty, c/o Union Buikding, Prince
Consort Road, South Kensington, London

XYSTER: Superbly fascinating article on Anagramancy, interesting even if you
don't know the people. From Dave Wood, 1 Friary Close, Marine Hill, Clevedon,
Avon BS21 70A

Soap Box

Soap box is a space free for you to write on anything which makes you feel
strongly or just plain mad. Any subject at all, sf and beyond, is fair game. But b
warned; the discussion can be carried on in the letter column, or even in future
Soap Boxes, f you sirke oi. Previous Soap Box sagas have varied from the
recent discussions of Why Sciantists are Idiots through the analytical What is
Science Fiction Anyway? to the controversial Wither (sic) Chanity which hit out at
peoples’ reactions to Disaster Funds and Famines.

This issue, Rob Gray explores our modern Acts of Faith - and wonders with what
they'll be replaced.

Two Finger Exercise
or, Cathedrals of the 20th Century

Roy Gray

They are still finishing one off in Liverpool and their repair and renovation
continues, but the era of cathedral building is over. So what is our equivalent
activity? There must be a substitute because history shows that societies with an
excess of affluence buid their own cathedrals, henges, pyramids, temples, armies
of statues etc.

First, | ought to define "cathedral” or rather “cathedral building™ an activity which
extends the bounds of local art and technology, using a large proportion of the
community’s resources and skills to produce something without any obvious
economics benefit, (History may show a return that could not be predicted
initially). Extra requirements are faith in the future, for example that one's
dascendants will continue to worship god and, initially, good will from the citizens,
or at least the opinion forming class. It has to be an activity with a definite
conclusion and thera has to be some alement of striving to know the unknown, or
unknowable.

Hence, the objective must appoar immensaly useful at the start. On complation
it must |, imposing or Then, later,
despite the burden imposed, people will be glad you did it, but would ot do it
themselves.

Now, when building high is easy, cathedrals are less of a challonge. What
replaces them? My contention is that the cathedrals of our age have names like
The Apollo Prograrm, Mariner, Voyager, Joint European Torus, LEF, Magellan and
Galileo Space Telescope. Our forefathers left beautiful ant and imposing
architecture. We willleave vast archives and awe-inspiring information.

If "big science" is the new manifestation of cathedral building, it leaves the
uncomfortable thought that my postcestors' attitude to science will be the same as
mine to religion. [t also prompts the though that the substiute for our version of

is even now gestating in the laboratories of P .
The Interesting question is: what could it be?

it may b early to be asking that question, as the present phase has plenty of ife
yet with the Superconducting Super Collider and Human Genome Project stil at
the planning stages, but we can still speculate.

Several activities could lead to an equivalent to cathedral building. The Green
movements - restoring and cleaning our lands, rivers, oceans and skies, seems
an activity which fulfils all the criteria. It also seems a little too much like wish
fulfilment. Restoration of extinct species, especially some of the larger dinosaurs,
seems suitably long term and expensive.

Computing has ts acolytes and can be likened to a religion. The construction of
an artificial intelligence could meet all the criteria given previously. Mathematics
is entering the era of chaos and "game of life” and its derivatives. Thera may be
‘something underlying all this we do not yet comprehend.

SETI (Searching for Extra Terrestrial Inteligence) and especially transmiting,
rather than just listening, would be a good choice if it was unsuccessful, but
success would rather spoil my thesis. Attempts to create arificial lfe,
decommissioning nuclear power stations ... There is an argument for each.

Leastways, let's hope it's not henges again.

Junel. uly 1990



18

i
,g«‘:‘*zc;*'g}:;i""

SLIsSSEN SIS la T

The first fantasy hit of the year in the US is a low budget sf comedy called
Tromors, where glant worms attack @ small desert town. Ciive Barker's
Nighttrreed opened in the US in February 1o a disappointing reception, the critical

view varied from mixed to vitriolic. One reason for the poor showing is
the reported lack of faith in the film by Twentieth Century Fox, whose poster

has been described as “dismal and . James Caan stars as
the injured writer in Rob Reiner’s adaplation of Stephen King's Misery. Nicholas
o will Dinosaurs, a spy thriller starring Hackman and Mihail

under the makeup he wears in his next two films: Dick Tracey and Godfather lIl.
Charton Heston gets promoted o godhood in Paul Hogan's Almast an Angel
Hole in the Sky is & new sf thriler that looks closely at holes in the ozone layer.

There seems to be plenty of genre activity on the horizon, though litie of it is
reaching the big screen at the moment - The Amityville Curse sounds like a real
spiffy 8 i latost, is said
10 ba prtty naff; Willam Shatner directed Kingdorm of the Spiders I, so expect a
horde of Tribble-huntin' creepy crawlies singing around the campire ... The Edgar
Allon Poa revival gets under way with The Raven; The Black Cat; The Hauning
of Morella; House of Usher; Buried Alive. Most seem to have Donald Pleasence,
Whose agent must have been offering a threa for one bargain sale last year. Also
coming I Hardware, which seems to have coined the acronym SPLART to depict
a SPLatter ART film - filmed mostly in THE ROUNDHOUSE, venue of many rock
gigs back in '70s London, It cost £800,000 of Palace Productions and BSB's
hardearned readies to depict a bleak futuristic workd; director Richard Stanlay is
being touted as a man to watch. Japan Is sending The Twilight of the Cock-
roaches - a fun sounding animated/live action feature all sbout ninja ‘roaches.

Other offerings include Lord of the Flies, a remake of Wiliam

Media File
John Peters.

The classic SF novel The Forever War by Jos Haideman has been optioned by
Richard Edlund's Boss Films - Ediund won four Oscars for his stx work on the Star
Wars triogy. Akien il could begin fiiming in September with Sigourney Weaver
ikely 1o retur, having been promised script approval. Blob remaker, Chuck
Russell s to film William Gibson's Neuromancer real soon now. Predator Il stars
Danny Glover, Maria Conchita Alonso, Bl Paxton, Gary Busey and Kevin Peter
Hall as the alien; Stan Winston provides the creatures again - the aliens go on the
hunt in New York. Back fo the Futura Il has been a big success, taking over $80
million i lts first three weeks in America.

Latest from Frankenstein Unbound is that among ts many sfx director Roger
Corman ised a bi ing
Gorman is quoted as describing the fiim as “one third science fiction, one third
fantasy, one third horror - and one third humourl* Producer and director Charles
Band has stated production on Puppetmaster /i, with David Allen providing the stx
sgain. Janny Agutter and Gerrit Graham (remember him - he was bumped off in

hantom of the Paradise by a killer electric guitar) are to star in the inevitable
Chikd's Play Il. Having found & new toupee, Sean Connery Is in Argentina filming
Highlander II: The Ouickening - Russell Mulcahy directs again and Michael
Ironside and Viginia Madsen have to work out Christopher Lambert's

tandC

one.
version of Phantom of the Opera has yet 1o be released hers, a sequel has
already begun shoating - Phantom of Manhattan is set in the present day. Word
is that the new version is well fimed and stays close to the original story, except
for some very graphic effects (which are unikely 1o remain after the BBFC gat
their hands on it

The newest addition o the recent spate of Edgar Allen Poe remakes is The Black
Cat starving Carofine Munro - and, also showing an interest in Poe, Sylvester
Stalione has announced a project on Poe's ife, starring himself as Poe. Helraiser
lis on the cards from New Worid/Transatiantic, Tony Randall wil direct again.
James Camaron wil direct Terminator Il, Amold Schwarzenegger willaiso return;
Cemaron then Intands to meke Buming Chrome from a Cameron/Wiliam Gibson
script. Sylvester Stallone s also shifling to the future, 2047 o be exact. for his
next film. Dead Reckoning is a st thriller where “Da Ramboid” finds humanity
ving under huge domes as the atmosphere deteriorates. Even Roman Polanski
s retuming to the genre with Mary Reilly for Warnaer Brothers, which will star Jack
Nicholson and Polaneki's wife, Emmanuslle Seigner. Century 21 have reportedly
begun shooting their long-announced $21m version of Spiderman (a wild rumour
claims that Tom Cruise will be Peter Parker/Spiderman). The recont stage
production of A Clockwork Orange fuels speculation that the Kubrick classic may
finally be raleased in the UK, probably on video. The Wizard of Oz finally receives
its premiere in East Germany, fifty years after th rest of the workd. After
completing Basketcase /I, Frank Henenlotter is currently shooting Brain Dead,
Clint Eastwood returns 1o the beat in The Aookie.

Golding's classic, but the biggie this summer will be Total Recall Paul Ver-

though, is Nic Roeg's The Witches, where wicked wilch Angeica Huston
campaigns to tum il children into mice.

The Satum Awards for SF/Fantasy and Horror filme have been announced - Best
horror fim was juice, which also won awards for best actress
(Sylvia Sydney) and best make-up. BIG won awards for best actor (Tom Hanks),

Rabbt, which also won for bast director and best special effects.
Best SF Film: Alien Nation. Other awards went to Catherine Hicks (Chilc’s Play)
and best juvenlo px ent o Fred Savage for Vice Versa

TV SCENE - While Beauty and the Beast has bewn cancelled by CBS, apparently
a series of altemative < tions are being considered by the producers - one
cbviously being a possible fiim. CBS are preparing a pilot based on The Pink
Panther, MGMUA, Schenk/Cardea Productions and Mirisch-Geofrey-Dopatio-
Frolang have teamed up for the project which will feature both live action and
animation; | can recommend & very good new Inspector Clouseau for them -
Rapido's prosenter, Antoine de Caunes. War of the Worlds, as yst unseen hore,
has been renewed with an order for a 22-episoda second season. Zoro camps
It up again with Duncan Regehr In & 22-episode series for The Family Channal.
Roger Corman, ever ready to cash on events, is planning & mini series called
Quake, loosely based on the San Francisco earthquake last year, Corman is also
planning tv series based on Death Race 2000 and Night Call Nurses. Tumer
Broadcasting has just signed Tom Cruise, Whoopie Goldberg, Richard Gere, Ed
Asner, John Ratzenburger and LeVar Burton to provide voices for characters in
@ new animated serles, Caplain Planet and the Planeteers. Bill & Ted's Excellent
Adventure is aiso going under the pen for a series of “Rad" goings on. Bl Bixby
and Lou Ferrigno retum in The Death of the Incredidle Huk where, once again,
the jolly glum giant battles his alter ego and terrorists who want to know his secret
for Ife, the universe and how to get rid of acne.

It can't have missed your atention that you can now use two different sorts of
dustbin id 1o receive satelite tv - Sky have been losing money for the last year,
and now BSB have joined them in offering programmes that you have seen a
milion times before, or at east thought you had. Said 1o be the nad of BSB's
schedule is Jupiter Moon - a thrice weekly s0ap with the acting qualities of Plan
Nine From Outer Space calibre, set on an oiting space polytechnic somewhere
in the vicinity of a pulssting orange; costing over £6 million of Andromeda
Productions money, and fimed at Central TV's studios, 's produced by an
expatriate from The Archers. As few people have dishes, or ars likely to be able
1o get one even If they tried, Jupiter Moon is going to be incomprehensible before
it over attrects anything e a reasanable audience, which probably axplains why
BSB have bought up as many Dr. Who, Blakes 7, The Goodies, Fingermouse and
The Incredible Huk episodes as they could.

SOUNDTRACK - Silva Screen Records are releasing & new recording of the
Franz Waxman score for The Bride of Frankenstein - Silva Screen are also
releasing new recordings of Hammer films suites - Dracula (1958), Taste the Blood
of Dracula, Hands of the Ripper and, acclaimed to be the best, Yampire Circus.

Matrix 88
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Plymouth - The High Frontier

The city of Plymouth, home of this writer and gateway for countless expeditions
to unexplored lands, is soon to leap into space - at least, a fictitious version is.
There are many Plymouths dotted across the world, mainly in America, where
several small towns were founded after the Pilgrim Fathers made their historic
voyage and opened the land to later generations of settiers. It is one of these
Plymouths, a fictitious town on the north-western seaboard, that is the namesake
of a new two hour tv movie currently in production by Walt Disney TV, Italy's RA!
Channel Uno and producer/diector, Lee David Ziotof. This Plymouth will be
unique, however, as the town is transferred, lock stock and barrel, to the Moon!

It all begins with the terrestrial Plymouth suffering an ecological disaster triggered
by its main employer UNIDAC, a mining company. At the same time, the
company has a helium-3 mining operation on the Moon and is experiencing
difficulties making an honest buck, due to crippling transportation costs and an
inability in keeping miners on the Moon long enough for their stay to be cost
affective. A deal between UNIDAC and Plymouth's mayor permanently relocates
the town's population - all 274 of them - to the Moon after a new town has been
built for them there. In return they will operate the mine profitably.

For once, it looks as if someone has got their act together and is trying to show
what working in space wil really be like - while there will be special effects, they
apparently won't dominae the fim and there will be no aliens or Moonbase Alpha-
type dust-ups. As far as possible, the locality will be shown authentically -
Plymouth is bullt in the shadow of a crater to protect it from the sun's radiation,
and architectural drawings show a facilty including residential, commercial,
agricuttural and industrial areas. The premise sounds unexciting for the acti
buff, but the space enthusiastactivist will see the film and possible series as a
godsend. As the setting is 1989, it has a sf premise - an alternate history where
the Americans don't abandon the Moon in the 1970's, but invested their wealth in
doveloping near-Earth space and our planet's companion. There wil be no anti-
matter weapons, no teleportation or warp drive devices, just the reality of a new
frontier and learning to cope with extreme solitude, solar flares and the problems
of pregnancy in low gravity.

ing experts in the spa advisors,

that Plymouth will be the most factual and technologically accurate film yet made
about space. That, of course, remains to be seen, but advance publicity certainly
sounds interesting.

“While 'm happy to answer any postal queries you may have
the column, | would ask you to include a sae if you want a
Likowlsn, if you have any media news of a local nature - SF plays,
performances, readings, etc, that can use a little publicity, please send it to me at
my address on page 2. Do bear in mind that Matrix is published approximately
a month after the deadiine listed, 50 the event should fall after that to be worth
including. Again, if you attend a local SF event, why not write a review - 'm sure
Jenny would love to see it [Jenny would - What about "Return to the Forbidden
Planet’, for example7]. For those of you who can't get enough media news and
rivia, | edit and publish @ zine, Flickers'nFrames, which has a revised and
updated version of this column in each issue. For details, please send a sae to
my address on page 2.

REVIEWS

INERTIA REAL
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Performed by the theatre group "Glory? What Glory?" In the Glasgow
Mayfest

Science fiction theatre isni't really something you come across very often, and
when you do it's more than usually some form of camp self-parody, like the West
End musical Aetur to the Forbidden Planet. So it was something of a pleasant
surprise science fiction

on stage at the Third Eye Centre in central Glasgow.

The basic premise is that a group of astronauts are returning to Earth after a thirty
year mission in space. Lights are used sparsely, but effectively, beams darting
about the set, a simple framework of tubes and supports from which the five actors
hang suspended in bucket seats. The music is also simple but effective, pulsing
electronic rhythms that set a dark mood. We hear the innermost thought of each
character, ranging from simple platitudes to the glory of a new age in space to
creeping doubts as to what they will find after so long. Everything is white,
sparkling. Tt The Right Stuff, boldly going man has gone
before.

The play is splitinto five sections, each section superficially identical, but as each
section is performed, there is a growing note of hysteria in each that becomes a
scream by the end. The whiter-th: g fade.

i

R

about frenziedly, f the future.
s almost ballet ke, actors tumbling over oach other as media images - sdmen's
housewives striving for the perfect washing powder - are crushed underfoot.

In the end, they retum to deep space rather than resume the roles demanded of
them by human society. The perdformance is polished and often very funny
indeed, educational while also being entertaining. All the same, its intense stuff
the growing agitation on the stage mirrors itself in your own growing anxiety. It's
true: good science fiction does not requie a mountainaus special effects budget
o givena "Glory? What Glory?" ara still
touring around the Gountry, so catch them if you can - Gary M. Glbson

THE HUNT FOR RED OCTOBER
Directed by John McTienan (PG) Paramount

It may not be strictly sf, but with its hi-tech submarine and miltary trappings, Red
October has the "feel” of several of the best sf thrillers of the last decade. But
despite the familiar sfx that rule most films nowadays, McTieman has fashioned
avery impressive thriller which works equally well as a taut ensemble piece. Sean
Connery's Soviet (and timely Lithuanian) submarine captain gives the dominating
performance - though Sam Neil (as his executive officer) is every bit as good as
he was in Dead Calm. The premise of Russian officers hijacking their submarine
may seem a bit hokey in the current political climate, but it is based on fact (a
frigate In realty) and predates perestroika. While McTieman's previous films,

Predator and Die Hard were non-stop actioners, Red October works best in the
tense waters of characterisation and atmosphere and allows the actors to put
some meat on the standard Hollywood cyphers. It may not be Das Boot (st in
my view, the greatest submarine/anti-war film), and the sub. may be as large as
an aircraft carrier, but the crampedness of being inside an antificial environment
is well captured on the screen. It is siightly overlong, but this is a thrilling and
never boring thriller that works in all the areas that last year's "soggy sf" films
failed in. - John Peters

2001 - TWENTY YEARS ON
Shown as part of the Southampton Fllm Festival

Twenty two years ago, when the film 2001 was made, space travel was exciting.
A man walking on the moon was s00n to be a tangible symbol of mankind's
mastery over nature. With the benefit of hindsight, that viewpoint seems
hopelessly naive. Although outwardly civilian, the Apollo program was a miltary
project by another name. lts prime purpose was a demonstration of American
strategic might. Instead of "Moontown Keynes" new town, the legacy of the space

e was more efficient death from above. Technology is now seen to be
destroying Nature, rather than controlling it

How strange, then, that a film that celebrates the beauty of Sixties technology
should still be fresh and exciting today. Granted that the plot is unfashionably
mystical, but the realisation of the plot is majestic.

Most sf on film dates rapidly because it reflects the present rather than the future.
Kubrick, however, seems to have deliberately erased all contemporary references
from his film. No Hendrix soundirack, no flared jeans; but rather gloriously
timeless waltzes and functional suits. Social attitudes were changing rapidly in
1968. Predicting the attitudes of the future would have been fraught with
mmcumes Of course, neither AIDS nor Kylle appear in this film, but the problem
by restricting

fover. The only insight provided Into twenty first century man's behaviour is that
he wil still celebrate birthdays|

Likewise, ltle of the hardware we see is explained. Mostly it exists as sophisti-
cated decoration. Thus, any anachronisms are few and insignificant, For
instance, HAL is an awfully large computer, but artistic licence can forgive this, as
it loads to the memorable shutdown scene. It is with some rolief, too, that HALM's
brain is revealed to be composed of abstract boxes rather than a mass of "tubes™
and "condensers”.

Only one gripe: Please next time can this film be shown on the giant screen and
mega sound system that it deserves? - Martin Thomas

BILL AND TED'S EXCELLENT ADVENTURE
(PG) - Directed by Stephen Herek

Two Callfornian high-school students who have taken their education far too easily
are faced with total failure i they flunk their upcoming history test. They need to
give a lecture to the whole student body on what a historical personage of their
choice would think of San Dimas (their home town). Suddenly a time-travelier
arives from the future and loans them a time machine. (The traveller's future

June/July 1990
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world depends on their staying in high school: in his world these two idiots are
regarded as some kind of rock gurus with their laid-back message of peace).
After bringing Napoleon back by accident, Bill and Ted reaise they could soive
their problems by fetching more people into the present to speak for themsalves,
so they collect Billy the Kid, Socrates, Genghis Khan, Lincoln, Freud, Beethoven
and Joan of Arc. After some nifty time paradox work, the guys assembie on the
school stage and everyone is stunned by their excelient researchi

Its a comedy which exploits the boys" witlessness and their Caiifornian siang, but

great care has bean taken 10 meks the hisiodcal scenss suthentic The
ak their lar

the illusion. The ime tunnel” is effective, and the people of the future are goofy

in a Star Trokky way.

m.rm-mclmmudmm-mwmdmwwmmn
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water-sports centre. But can this superficial rock culture surpass high art of the
past? (We assume the famous people are retumed to their own time - were their
memories wiped, or did Napoleon give up war for water-sports? Did Beethoven
ive out his life frultiessly longing after a synthesiser?) Provocative then, but a
good introduction to historical cliches for telly-bound kids, and from the enthusi-
astic reaction of my own, an "excellent” choice as a children's film for st cons. -
Jessica Yates

REACTION TO THE TV SERIES QUANTUM LEAP

Commenting on John Peter's media review of the American tv sf series Quantum
L-q in Matrix 87, | thought that to be honest, the pilot film was reasonably well

1o the British a y usual viewing.
Mmebmmmmmmmeﬁwmm

VIDEO REVIEWS

First, apparently the current reissue of The Blues Brothers does not have the
extra twenty minutes of footage that was reported last issue - director John Landis
changed his mind about re-editing the 1980 fim.

RCA/Columbia have recently announced that they are producing a special sub-
tited version of Ghastbusters Il for the hard of hearing; See No Evil, Hear No Evi
will follow, and then at least another twenty tities the summer. Congratula-
tions to RCA/Columbia, this is obviously good news for the hard of hearing, but
you'd think that this faciity could have been prepared eartier by all the video
companies, woukdn't you?

CINEPLEX - B.O.RN. 1990 (18) 87 mins The black market Body Organ

letwork supply those with the dosh with new organs in this gory
(and chiling) thriler. Despite acting so bad that the scalpels shouid have won
Oscars, | hope Mrs. T doesn't get to see this guide to a successful NHS. I'm sure
that Coma did a similar story much bettor.

GUILD HOME VIDEO - FOOD OF THE GODS I/ 1990 (18) 83 mins Hilarious
turkey! A romp in the science lab leads to mutated rats, brats and extremely kinky
sex! | particularly liked the student going for a pee and being chased by a glant
rat chomping away at his levis. With a laugh a minute script, the cast have a
great time hamming it up - this is @ must for those nights you get depressed after
watching Brookside.

KWEST - BATMANIA: FROM COMICS TO SCREEN 1989 (U) 45 nin- A

mphasis is on the ary fim serals and legendary v series. T‘Mnsllad
behind-the-scenes material, which make fascinating viewing and the sight of an
overweight Adam West in batsuit at @ personal appearance is marvellous.

itina rather unusual way. A

by The Genius.
Bakula) finds himself inhabiting body after body but with an interesting Twist” to
it. Every time the scientist finds himself in another body, and he looks into a
mirror, he sees not himself, but the image of the person he is in possession of.
More than once, this has had me in fits of laughter.

John Peters says in his review that he thinks Quantum Leap will, in all probabilty,
become decadent and a flop. Well, at the moment, Quantum Leap has certainly
had me on the edge of my seat, i’s that good, as sf series go. Of course, it's not
1o be compared with Star Trek or Blake's Seven, but it was worth watching and
1 ook forward o0 the next series, later on this year. — Chris Balley

STRIP SEARCH
Comics exhibition at the Swiss Cottage Library
This also TIES?

The catalogue may stil be available, enquiries to: Paul Coﬂ-n_ Visual Arts Officer,
Swiss Cottage Library, 88 Avenue Road, London NW3 SHA

Strip Search, sponsored by a mix of mainstream and specialist comic-book
publishers, including Penguin, Methuen, Speakeasy and Titan Books, has been
an extremely popular exhibition, which may be shown at Bracknell Arts Centre in
July and the Edinburgh Book Fairin 1991. It consists of panels of original artwork,
grouped under catchy and punning fitles fike The Brit Pack or 2000 AD and
Counting. The history of graphic noves is traced form classics ike Tintin and Dan
Dare, Marvel in the '60s and Raymond Briggs’ When the Wind Blows, through
2000 AD to Moebius and Violent Cases.

The catalog s addtion
and a fist of stockists and Although local papers did the exhibition
proud national coverage was muted, though no doubt everyone was invited. The

ibraries’ policy :
the good news is that you can sample them before buying. The bad news is that
graphic novels may end up being published in hardback first, like ordinary fiction,
for the libraries’ benefit.

As th

xhibition closed, a discussion was held: speakers included Paul Gravett,

lustrator of Watchmen. A few points from this discussion were:
with the term "graphic novels; graphic novels need more women readers, but the
convention of violence alienates women and should comics go on the top shelf
with Penthouse. General bookshops should stock comics; the independent
network has ensured a market for graphic novels so far, but some of the speakers.
‘wanted the genre to break away from its traditional association with SF/fantasy.

Matrix 88 :

the picture quality is marred by the cbvious fact that a US master
tape has been converted to the UK standard, leaving a fuzzy image at times and
the sound is less than ively.

uaqu mdmﬂodb-m!m(maom Whata

nan, and only
m.mm. wmmdnd—*ﬂ-\" Where Vincent Prce made
a colourlul Prince Prospero (helped by Nic Roeg's cameraworki), Adrian Paul's
prince is more interested in incest and angst than deals with the Devil;
Patrick Macnee's Machiavel - (aka Doath) is 100 debonair for beliet, spoiling any
aura of evil thet should be there.

- Wicked Stepmother 1988 (PG) Writer/director Larry Cohen is an erratic talent at
best, and for every Q the Winged Serpent and If's Alive he's made an equal
amount of rubbish, but this is a very funny comedy in the Bewitched style here
with Botte Davis (in her last film - how did Cohen get her to appear?) and Barbara

for al . Carrera, in particular, thoroughly
enjoys herself as a very sexy witch that wouid have made Samantha biush. David
Rasche (Vs Sledge Hammer) also displays his excellent comedy talents in a rare
film appearance, and it seems that everyone had & great time making the fiim.
Recommended f you want a good laugh.

VIRGIN - THE CLASS OF NUKE 'EM HIGH 1986 (18) 82 mins Troma'tised
comedy about toxic waste leaking into @ high school. Extremely over the top
“yoof” comedy with some very brainless goings on -  six foot erection being just
one "highlight". Some quite good sfx, and @ monster that makes “Sooty” look ke
Cilla Black on crack. One for those who think green siime is tres chic.

- Toxic Avenger . Rabid Grannies and Troma's Warl More classic stulf from
Virgin. Toxie has to defend Tromavilie with his mop and deal with a bad case of
acne at the same time - look out for @ bimbo that makes Sam Fox look ke
Einstein. The Grannies are  pair of loveable Belgian crones who wield a mean
pair of sharpened kniting neacies and dribble green gunge over their family at
partytime - and that's befors they become rabid. War is just an excuse for lots

of
- blood? It heips 1o have a sense of humour when watching these!

Footnote on the current fims being shown in Manchester from the Society of
Fantastic Films. June 22: The Green Slime and How to Make a Monster with
Chapers IX and X of Captain Marvel; Juy 13 Strange llusion and The Mole
eopl f Captain Marvel. For

Harry Nadler evenings only 061 792 0991. And remember the 1990 SF, Fantasy
and Horror Film Convention at the Parkers Hotel, Manchester, October 12-14,
ospecially as the numbers are limited and tickets are provided on a first come
basis. Detalls from Harry Nadiler, telephone as above. Are there any other
selence fiction film societies out there?
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Total Recall
Tommy Ferguson

This Is a film based on the Phil K. Dick story "We Gan Remember It For You
Wholesale™. Amold Schwarzenegger stars with Paul Robocop Verhoeven as
director: not an auspicious pairing. “Arnie” s the perfect choice for the "all action”
movie and has starred in a whole new sub-genre of these films which have locse
st plots: The Terminator, Predator, and, more recently, The Running Man. There
is litle to distinguish between these films and those of Stallone or Claude van
Damme, apart from a range of awful puns. Arnie has one serious failing: he can't
act. | don't mean that he is a bad actor, he simply cannot string a series of words
together and come out with a whole sentence. Given an obvious lack of such
brutal action sequences in the story and a dearth of humour, | can't see a script
featuring Arnie as the main character bearing much relation to the story.

Paul Verhoeven was a litlie known Dutch director until his_wildly successtul film
Robocop, where the sf element is merely a plot device to allow a lot of needlessly
brutal violence. The main fault of the film was Verhoeven's complete lack of
directorial ability, even the sf plot device could not lft the institutionalised violence
from its Rambo level. Verhoeven obviously felt the “action" necessary for the
structure of the film, but the atrocious method acting and a plot that Enid Blyton
would have been ashamed of again leaves me feeling apprehensive about his
influence on Total Recall.

The story concerns Douglas Quail, a clerk: not just a job description but a way of
fife. He dreams of travelling to Mars in the guise of a secret agent; knowing this
to be impossible, he takes the next best thing: "Rekal Inc". This is a company
which will implant complete memories of any fantasy into the brain, even placing
artefacts of the "trip" in the home. But it tums out that Mr. Quail actually did go to

rs as an undercover agent, but has had the experiences wiped from his
memory. When he realisas this, a transmitter in his brain notifies the authoriies
and there s a brief chase sequence and a fairly predictable conclusion.

There are a number of important themes in the story that characterise Dick's work:
the dichotomy between reality and perceived the "lttle person” facing
insurmountable odds and the effects drugs can have on people. But how can one
film a "dichotomy of reality™? The previous attempt to do this, Bladerunner, had
the immediate adv of not being handicapped by the personalfies involved
(the Harrison/Hauer combination with Ridley Scott as director was inspired). But
even with that talent, the film failed to illustrate what Dick puts his characters
through; Bladerunner only bears a slight resemblance to the original story. | fear
that when faced with similar problems, Total Recall will turn out similar results:
what appears on screen. Bladerunner is an excellent film, but with very litle
relation to the original story and | think that Total Recallwill not even be redeemed
by impressive visual effects.

Es

The main theme of "We can remember it for you wholesale® also featured
prominently in Bladerunner (another title change from the original Do androids
dream of slectric sheep). The idea of an ordinary tin a situation which
is very waird is a feature of bath stories: how the characters resolve the situation
takes one through the rest of the storyline. In Bladerunner, Deckard is toki that
“if you're not cop, then you're lttle people” and then is forced to "retire” (ki) five

dangerous androids. Quallis tokd It as a clrk, no wil never get 1o Mars (God
in heaven, you're doomed, Doug") but, i is revealed, he's already been thero.
The problem wi fning e idea is the casting: in Bladerunner, Harrison Ford
s not of a "t n” and Amie is definitely not my idea of a clerk.

. Toal Rocal, | foar tha, similar t Bladerunnor; the émphasis wil bo on the
things the main characters battle with, rather than how those things affect them.

The other theme which the film must deal with is the contradictions inherent in the
main character's vi laderunner saw a hal-decent attempt to
ilustrate this with the character of Rachel, the cutesy conclusion being that reality
doesn't matter and you can stil ride off into the sunset with something that isn't
“reaf". In"We can remember..."the reality confiict is not about something tangiole
like an android whose reactions you can test, but is going on inside the main
characte's head. It theretore posas a poblemfo the fim maker. The voco over
method (used in ing viewers.
The viability of this method o ot Focal ic anyway: Arnie couldn't
parcla the . The-evethed 1 ink il be vk i arie of eshback
sequences, like those used ‘orminator (the ones which told you what the
hell was going on). For the film's proﬂmmy, this is much more sensible: it would
allow Arnie to show off his muscles as a secret agent in his previous lfe. With
regard to the integrity of the storyline, though, I beliave a litie more consideration
at the casting stage would have meant a more competent actor taking the lead
role. He would be eble to show the conflicts, desires and the alienation of
Douglas Quail that his "true" reality brings upon him.

But how will the film treat the story? 1 think the story aadaptation will merely rip
off all the neat ideas and concentrate on the small chase sequence in the middle
of the story. In doing this, | believe Total Recall will be structured ke Predator,
where the central idea was that the alien could see only in the infra-red. In a
i ey, 1 6 it Dglas OiaE e  binaritar [l bl which aloes

-way communication and tracking, and Arnie’s attempts to elude the effects of
i, wil be the main plot of the film. Given this analysis, | really can't see, at this
stage, any grounds for hope in the film - unless you

abig Arnie fan.

The Periodic Table

Jim Mowatt reports on his first sf con

What did | expect from the conference? | tried hard to have no expectations
whatsoever. Obviously a few preconceived notions will have crept in, but | hope
I approached the con in a reasonably abjective frame of mind. | wasn't absolutely
clear on my reasons for going. I'd heard about science fiction conventions, this
one was in my home town, it was only six pounds for admission, so basically |
thought “why not'?

Unfortunately, when | first arrived, there were no signs of activity at all. | stood
and listened... there it was, a sound emanating from one of the rooms to my right.
Like a bloodhound, | tracked it down and burst into the room, quite startling the
single occupant, who was heavily absorbed in a Dr. Who video. Well, that's a
star, | figured, Dr. Who is a SF type programme.

I's00n tracked down the bar. Then people started to materialise in large numbers
all around me. They'd been in a room down the hall and had transferred their
actives 10 this room or the next even, whih was a viieo contaning sngpets

i pplied by This soon had

sf films wi
the audionce chucking heartly.

By this time, | was starting to relax and enjoy myself. The atmosphere seemed
reasonably warm and friendly and although | didn't actually feel completely
integrated into the proceedings, | did feel sufficiently at ease to go with the fiow.

1 spent the next couple of hours relaxing by the bar and soaking up the atmosp-
here. | spent much of this time eavesdropping on conversations and taking note
of the general social pattem. This was particularly interesting as it soon came to
light that there were several different groups of people. There was the committes
(the organisers of the event), but even this group was sub-divided into people
whose opinions were held in high regard, general work horses (people who
bustied about meking g actually got
only joned the commites recenty. Thero weré cthor roupe o Fends who hod
obviously travelled to the con together and, of course, the guest of honour,
Michael Scott Rohan, being interrogated on writing style by a potential author,
porhaps.

The tak from Tom Shippey was, for me, the highlight of the day. He did
‘everything wrong as far as making a presentation is concerned -- he was seated
throughout, he spent time fumbling with books - and yet still carried the whole
thing through with a remarkably strong presence and keen literary critique. He
introduced his subject matter as being either "books | have read recently” o, to
sound less mundane, “current trends in modern sf". Thesa trends were revealed
as "cyberpunk”, "steampunk” and another trend which involved the USA being
controlled by another power. It was all quite fascinating and | coud have sat and
listened to him for considerably longer. After this, | headed back to the bar to
ponder over some of his comments and to do a litlle more relaxing. | was
becoming rather proficient at relaxing by this time.

To summarise then, | enjoyed the convention and would probably be keen to visit
‘any more that were held fairly locally. As far as cons further afield are concerned,
1 doubt | would travel to them for the specific purpose of going to that event, but
maybe | would use them as an excuse to meet up with friends who live in different
parts of the country.

My fears [of elitism at cons] weren't entirely dispelled. | didn't really feel part of
the community at any time: | actually visited the con with a friend and spent some
considerable time jed in chat with him. | would probably have made more
of an effort to get to know the peaple at the con had | been alone. As for content,
1 appreciated the talks/debates, but was left cold by some of the more frivolous
items, such as the turkey readings and the make up a science fiction drink item.
If there's a LUCONtinued Strikes Back, though, Il be there.

CONTOUR MAPPINGS
EASTERCON NEWS

168 people voted for lllumination, the 1992 Eastercon, which will be held at the
Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool (which is due to have extensive rfurbishments
in 1991). Paul MeAuley will be the main Guest - others are
an American one and the Fan Guest of Honour will be Pam Wi
run the fan room and the committee are D Clements, Matt Bishop, Rhodri James
(Chair), Steve and Ann Lawson, Jason Stevens and Ivan Towison. The
Gommittee intend to have a strong workshop programme designed to get people
involved, a major science element and one con theme will be The Fringes of SF,
such as news ideas in horror, the cross over with science and foreign language
sf. (Attending membership £15, supporting £10 from 379 Myrtle Road. Sheffield
52 3HQ).

So far, there is only one bid for the 1993 Eastercon: Helicon 93, which wil retum
to the 1989 site of the Hotel de France, Jersey. The committee consists of Tim
llingworth, Rob Meades, Martin Easterbrook, Chris Cooper, Martin Hoare, Steve
Davies, John Richards and Mike and Kathy Westhead. The programme aims to
have two streams with a "sercon” flavour, 35mm films and smaller workshop
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and attendees who waited until the last possible minute to register. The
membership reached 850 on Friday, leaving the con solvent, but not too much so.
The surplus will go to Stonehouse Hospital, announced Helen McCarthy at the
Business Meeting at the end of the con. That is the hospital in Scotland which
treated Ann Page for severe diabetic retinopathy last year. The money will go for
cutlery, bedsheets and all the necessities the NHS does not really seem to
provide.

One of the most popular items was the Masquerade, which had different
categories of costumes: old, new, borrowed and blue. The winner in the New
category was The Caterpilar, a flexible and colourful ensemble made up of
Stephen Baynes, Melinda Young with Barbara Cooper, Bazooka and Trevor and
206 Barker. Section 6, the rear end, was commended. Winner of the Old
category was the sombre and awe-inspiring figure of *Bruce” demonstrated by
Neale Mittershaw-Hodge. Undisputed winner of the Borrowed category was
the vivacious Pink Imp, made by Christopher Anderson and designed and
modelled with panache by Teddy Sidoli. The Blue category was interprated in
Various ways, but Sue Mason and Gail Gourtney won as imposing Woad Warriors.
James Steel was commended, with the most marvellous Gryphon. However, his
progress through the hotel could be tracked by the trails of moutting feathers.
Finally, the Smut award was won by a determined group effort from The Filth, a
combination of Judith Looker, Nina Watson, Fiona Clarke, Ken Shinn, Doug
McCallum and Paul Moseley, who suffered a grazed arm as he was dragged off
a trifle too enthusiastically.

1990 CONS
There are several R o 1000 S R K st sf: Chrono-
clasm (J 4, Hotel, Derby, £ . €1 Neil

Cuny, 24 Peartree Rwd Enfield, Middlesex) which now has a new Guest, Colln
Greenland, in addition to Mary Gentle and Nell Galman. The programme will
have a major strand on “The Next Ten Years in.." plus discussions of the
(ab)uses of time and a chance to put a con fanzine together. The annual Unicon
is Uniconze (July 6-8, New Hall, Cambridge, £12 attending, £6 supporting from
Uniconze, Clare College, Cambridge) which, in addition to several Peter
Greenaway short films, has Blll Sanderson, Lionel Fanthorpe, lan Watson,
Barrington Bayley and D Langford as Guests. It aims to have a traditional
Unicon shape complete with food tasting and a masquerade, with an unorthodox
inside - according to Chair, Rhodri James.

August is the month of the Big One (ConFiction, The Congress Gentre, The Hague
August 23-27; €55 attending, £16 supporting from Colin Fine, 28 Abbey Road,
Cambridge CB5 8HQ or ConFiction, PO Box 95370, 2509 CJ The Hagus,
Holland). Guests of Honour are Joe Haldeman, Wolfgang Jeschke,
Harrlson, with Andrew Porter as Fan Guest of Honour and Chelsea Quinn
Yarbro as Toast Mistress. This is the place to vote for the next Worldcon and
Hugos, though if you prefer something a lttie smaller, there's always Nicon V a bit
later in Belfast (September 21-22, Students’ Union, Queens University of Belfast
£5 attending, £2 non-attending, details from Tommy Ferguson, 90 Cambill,
Shantallow 3, Derry BT48 8BE, N. Ireland). The Guests are James White, lan
McDonald and the evasive Conor na Bralenn.

Still in Ireland will come Octocon '90 (October 13-14, Royal Marine Hotel, Dun
Laoghaire, Co Dublin, IRE10 attending, IRES supporting, bank drafts only, details
from 30 Beverley Downs, Knocklyon Road, Templeogue Dublin 16). This

oposes 1o offer the usual with a new slant: the committee say that medieval
swordsmanship, celtic connections and a fancy dress party are on the cards.
Meanwhile, November is the month of Novacon, (November 8-11, Excelsior Hotel,
Birmingham, attending membership £15 to end of September from Bernie Evans,
121 Cape Hill, Smethwick, Warley B66 4SH) which wil celebrate both the 60th
anniversary of British fandom and the 20th anniversary of the Brum group, with
Jack Cohen as Guest. Then the year concludes with Spawn of Conine
(December 14-16, Oxford Polytechnic, £9 attending, £5 supporting from Adrian
Cox, St. John's College, Oxford OX1 3JP). Ramsey Campbell is the Guest of
Honour and the con theme is SF in Society.

Fantasia kicks off the rest of the 1980 media con season with Katherine Kurtz as
Guest (The Lome Park Hotel, Glasgow, June 22-24, £15 attending membership,
£5 supporting from 10 Atlas Road, Springbum, Glasgow G21 4TE). Also in
Scotland is Concert 2 (The King's Manor Hotel, Edinburgh, October 26-28, £17
attending, £7 supporting from Jette Goldie, 97 Harrison Road, Edinburgh EH11
1LT) which has Fox, Diana Wynne Jones and Michael Mackenzle as Guests
plus videos, a film trivia quiz and maybe even a slave auction. Coming south
litle, Holodeck is the 30th British Star Trek convention (August 31-September 3,
Stakis Norfolk Gardens Hotel, Bradford, £25 attending membership, £10
supporting from Holodeck, PO Box 628, Bristol BS99 172). This has Jos
Haldeman as Guest of Honour, in addltion to BIll Thiess and Richard Amold.
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Down in the deep south, Armadacon will appear with Anne McCafirey, Brian
Lumley, Adrlan Cole and possibly Sylvester McCoy and Sophle Aldred as
Guests (November 10-11, The Plymouth Arts Centre, £18 attending membership
from Mrs. Marion Prtchard, 4 Gleneagle , Mannmnd Plymouth, please send
ssae). Then finally ConCussi Cardif,

& Lane, Finchley, London
N3) which will be multi-media and a chance, they say, to enjoy the unique siliness
of the festive season with friends.

I've heard of just the one Games con - Conjunction of the Million Spheres (July
27-29, New Hall, Cambridge, £12 attending membership from 25 Wycliffe Road,
Cambridge CB1 3JD). The Guest of Honour is Greg Statford, discoverer of the
Glorantha world and the programme includes The Miskatonic University 300th
Reunion Party, The Tournament and The Masquerade.

In the foreign category, there is a flurry of Polish cons where the fee includes
attending, board, accommaodation and all Con materials. Babicon is the first con
of Fan Women. Each woman can invite one or two men, preferably chic,
handsome and "at disposal for 24 hours". This con takes place October 4-7 (fee
$76) and is run by the SF Club of Gdansk, who are also amanging Nordcon '90
(December 6-9, fee $72 which also includes sightseeing in Gdansk, detals from
Gdanski Klub Fantastyki, 80-325 Gdansk 37, PO Box 76, Poland). The Polish
National Con, Poicon ‘90, takes place from November 8-11 ($84 paid at door,
details from Warminski Kiub Fantastyki, ul. Kassaka 22, 10-349 Olsztyn, Poland).
Polcon '89 had Brian Aldiss as Guest, with Michaelangelo Miani and Adam
Hollane. The programme featured over fifty English language films.

1991 Cons

1991 is @ very crowded year for cons. There are rumours of Protoplasm (a sf con
in late June), Congregate II (in early/mid June) and Romanticon (a literary con set
in the Lake District),

Igor Tolokonnikov writss that Brian Aldiss, Bob Shaw and Alan Dean Foster
have expressed interest in Volgacon (September 8-14 on and around the Volga,
details from Igor Tolokonnikov, Volgograd-66, CPO Poste Restante, USSR); and
the Eurocon in Cracow. Polish sf fans have had free or subsidised rates for
several years at Wester cons and are now repaying the favour, offering free
membership to everyone who registers before December 31, 1990. Guests of
Honour are Poul Anderson and Glanfranco Vivianl. Fan Guests of Honour are
Roelof Goudrlann and Borls Zavgorodny. (Cracow 91, May 9-12, details from
Wiktor Bukato, PO Box 983, 00-950 Warsaw, Poland). The year will end with X-
Conin Germany with Guests Anne McCatfrey and lan Watson (December 27-30,
Hotel Inter-Continental, Dusseldorf, £27 attending, £7 supporting, from Oliver
Gruter, Dept of Physics, Royal Holloway and Bedford New College, Egham, Surrey
TW20 OEX. It's the first major German International sf con since Workdcon in
Heidelberg and will focus on Science as well as writing.

The British cons are all totally different - starting with Treble, a fikcon in
Eastbourne with BIll Sutton and Zander Nyrond as Guests (€15 attending
membership from G. North, 18 Glynde Road, Brighton BN2 2YJ) which contrasts.
with Reconnaissance - a very serious con, concerned with new works and new
ideas in sf (£18 attending, £10 supporting, The Park Hotel, Cardiff, February
22-24, details from 5 St. Andrews Road, Carshalton, Surrey GMS 2DY). Also in
February will be LUCON Ill in Leeds (Details from Andrew Adams, Leeds
University Union SF Saciety, PO Box 157 Leeds LS1 1UH). The Eastercon zooms
north to Glasgow, and intends to have a "modular* programme - no less than ten
specialist programme streams containing three items on average. The Guast of
Honour at Speculation will be Rob Holdstock (The Hospitality Inn, Glasgow,
March 29-April 1, £20 attending, £10 supporting from 35 Buller Road, London N17
9BA).

Stil north, in Harrogate, will be Mexicon 1V, a con to focus specifically on witten
sf (€15 attending membership from 7A Lawrence Road, South Ealing, London W5
3XJ, May 24-27, Ok Swan Hotel, Harrogate) which will contrast strongly to
Soupcon, a lightly programmed relaxacon in Jersey (October 25-27, Hotel de
France, Jersey, £15 attending, details from 63 Drake Road, Chessington, Surrey
KT9 1LQ) and Albacon 91 at the Central Hotel in Glasgow in September (contact
Karen Heenan, 1155 Poliokshaws Road, Glasgow Ga1).

The Unicon will be decided at Uniconze this July - but Imperial college are bidding
for the 1991 Unicon as Icon '91. They want to put the science back into science
fiction (€1 to pre-register from Tom Yates, Imperial College Students’ Union,
Prince Consort Road, London SW7 2BB - proposed dates June 28-30).

Yoma Megarry (1 The Crescent, Holywood, BT18 9AY, Go Down, N. Ireland) wil
distribute flyers in the Greater Belfast area for forthcoming cons, if conrunners get
in touch.




Local Fanomena

CLUBS COLUMN - Keith Mitchell

societies. This

This month University,

s partly ofa y change

fandom in the UK. This was launched at this year's Eastercon, at a programme
event called "Communicator: Higher Education SF Network™. It seems the person
beting . al s lan Brooks. of the Manchestor Univarsy sf group, WARPED. The
plan is to lines of involving all the
mlor'shd UK University and Polytechnic groups. | wish them the best o luck.
1t should create greater continuity amongst the groups, and perhaps give a forum
for ideas and interests not catered for in other types of Fandom.

My own exparience of University groups is that they often seem to exist in a
vacuum, with [itle contact with the BSFA or indeed the rest of established s
fandom. Although | have quite & few groups listed below, t tums out only three
of them have BSFA membership, namely Durham, Exeter and Manchester. If you
are involved in @ group, then why not give the BSFA a plug. and write and tell me
what's going on 607

Quite a fot of the information is rather okd/incomplete. If you know better, | would
be very keen 0 heer from you. And please, if your group is not isted, let me
know sbou . | intend o pass all my contact information o to lan, but if you think
your group would be interested in the Network, 'm sure he would be keen to hear
from you (2 Fairbank Avenue, Rusholme, Manchester Mi4 4PX).

There's one other snippet to report. Dave Ellls telis me that the Glasgow situation
hes deteriorated even more, with both groups (FOKT and FAB) having trouble
kesping regular meatings going due 1o lack of sultable venues - phone before you
goismyadvice.

(The following groups meet only during term time unless stated otherwise)

BIRMINGHAM (BUSFG)

Meets at: See Students’ Union for information

Contact: David Wake, 160 Beaumont Road, Boumeville, Bhminghem 520 INY
ipdate: Oct 89

CAMBRIDGE (CUSFS)
Meets at: College Bar, New Hall (term), Bird-n-Hand (others) Every Thursday

Contact: The Chairman, Cambridge Universty Science Fiction Sociaty, c/o
Students’ Union, 3 Round Church Street, Cambridge  Last Update: Apr 90

COVENTRY POLYTEGHNIC (CPSFS)
Mests at: Hand & Heart, Gosford Street Alternate Tuesday
Contact: lan Sales, Lynden House, 5 Spencer Road, Coventry CV5 6PA

Last Update: Nov 89

TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN (DUSFS)
Contact: Ronan McGloughan (Secretary)
No. 6, Regent House, Dublin 2

or Noel Mitchell (Auduov), nusrs Box
Aug 89

DURHAM (Durham University SF Society
Contact: SF Soc. Pigeanhole, The Unmnuy. Dunhelm House, Durham DH1 1AA

EDINBURGH (EUSFS)
Meets at: The Quil, George IV Bridge Every Thursday
Contact: /o Sociaties Centre, 60 The Ploasance, EdinburghaBHa#Ee: Aug 88

EXETER (Exeter University SF Society)
Contact: ¢/o Societies Rack, Devonshire House, The University, Exster, Devon
Update: Apr 90

HATFIELD POLYTECHNIC (PSIFA)

Meets at: See Student Union noticeboard Every Wednesday during term

Contact: The President, c/o Students’ Union, College Lane, Hatfield, Herts.
Last Update: Aug 89

HULL (Hull University Union SF & F Socie!
Contact: c/o Toivo House, The University, Hull HUS 7RX Last Update: Jun 88

IMPERIAL COLLEGE (Imperial College SF Society)

Meats at: The ibrary Every Thursday

Contact: /o Union Buikding, Prince Consort Road, South Kensington, London
st Update: Jun 88

LEEDS (Leeds University Union SF Society)
Contact: PO Box 157, Leeds LS1 1UH Last Update: Jun 88
MANCHESTER (WARPED)

Moets at: Students’ Union, Oxford Road Every Monday 7.30pm

Contact: The President, Science Fiction & Fantasy Society, /o Students’ Union
or lan Brooks, 2 Faicbank Avenue, Rushoime, Manchester M14 4PX (Tel: 061 226

23

7489) or Mar Slater, 28 Denham Stret, Victoria Park, Manchester M13 OF J (Tel
061 225 9148).
Comments  Trying to start Manchester group Last Update: Jan 90
QUEEN S UNIVERSITY, BELFAST (QUB SF&F Society)
Meets at: Students’ Union, University Road Alternate Thursdays
Contact: Noticeboard, Porters' Corridor or /o Students’ Union

Last Update: Feb 90

ST. ANDREWS (University of St. Andrews SF & F Society)
Contact: c/o Students' Union, St. Mary’s Place, St. Andrews, Fife KY16 SUZ
Last Update: Jun 82

UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER AT JORDANSTOWN (UUJ SF Society)
Contact: Damien Kearey, c/o Clubs and Socisties Officer, Students’ Union, UL,
Jordanstown, N.I. Last Update: Fab 90

WARWICK (University of Warwick SF & F Society)
Contact: Arts Fed Pigeonholes, Union Buiding, University of Warwick, Coventry

Cva 7AL Last Update: Jun 88
P Information Service
Update
Phil Nichols

1 must apologise 1o anyone who has writen to me

relocation, the Service Is once again in operation. I'd ke 1o thank everyone for
their patience: if you havenn't received a reply from me yet, i's on s way.
Honest.

v referred in the past to m. series of Information Service
members have put 1o ma.
The responsa to these APB' has been mixed. Occasionally, an APB will elicit
heaps of mail about a particular question. Other times, no response at all. What
with my recent upheavals, and the general slowing down of questions sent to me,
I've deckded to drop the APB Kdea for the time being. It will probably raappea:

lator in the year, but for @ while I'm considering alternative methods of getting e
information | need out of you, the experts.

In place of the APB, | shall be posing unanswered questions in this column. I've
resistod doing this in the past because of the time lag involved, but i's probably
the only way of getting answers for those questions which are long overdua for an
answer. So here goes:

From Bulgaria comes & quastion about Alexander Vickers, who app:
stories published in New Scientist and Provenance in 1988. Anyone has
turther details or coples of tha storles in question?

‘On a Similar theme, Chris Bailey s looking for copies of Brian Stablelord's
Realms of Tartarus and The Paradox of the Sets, neither apparently published in
paperback in the UK. Anyone with coples available for sale o rent, or who knows
where coples can be obtained, please et me know.

***And now, a scientific question for you all to consider. | shall quote this one in
full, as it is very speciic: In the south of England, what are the chances of a type
1 skin-type person getting cancer in 19897 Woukd dark glass protect the skin, as
in & heimat, and would it be effective in the year 2050 if no other solution has
been found?” Well? Any dermatologists reading this?

Thats all for now. Anyone who can help with these, please write to me at my new
address, given below. The same goes for anyone who has a question related to
any aspact of st. | shall endeavour to respond to (but not necessariy answer in
full) all questions within fourteen days of receipt - provided you send a stamped
addressed envelope (See Inside Front Cover for Address]
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GERMAN INTERNATIONAL SF-CONVENTION

Dec. 27th to 30th 18991 , Dusseldorf
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British Agent
Oliver Griter

_ . Dept. of Physics
Attending £27 Supporting £ 7 RHBN College
until August 31st Egham TW20 0EX

Figures, Fiction, Facts & Fun

ANNE McCAFFREY IAN WATSON
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