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degradation all along. Just as a good man can read great literature
without being uplifted, so he can also read porn without being
degraded.///I'm not about to say that we should trust people; I'm as
untrusting as they come. But I'm very wary about concealing any
information from the general public,because it is too easy to find
excuses to conceal something that would benefit the populace.)))

/ HANK JEWELL/
I wonder if that Michigan law is still valid. If so,, 1t would seem

that those eight copies of HYTHOLOGIES #6 that were mailed to Michigan
residents are vulnerable to confiscation.

(((I was never able to personally ascertain the exact provisions of
that law, and have no idea whether it is still valid.)))

/ STEPHEN DORNEHAN/

I'm surprised you didn't mention Dr Wertham at all in your article,
especially now since according to Donn Brazier in TITLE 41, Wertham's
book A SIGN FOR CAIN has been banned from the Marion County, West
Virginia hign school libraries.,

When shows like "All in the Family", “YMASHY, "Hot L Baltimore", etc.,
first came out I had honecuy that the tight fist of TV censorship was
finally beginning to loosen, but now with the establishment of "family
hoursY where certain shows cannot be shown due to subject matter, L
know the network censors have gotten their second wind. Personally,

I find the most offensive things on TV to be the commercials for such
products as toilet paper, laxatives, foot sprays, douches, and dandruff
products, At least the Trojans commercial the networks are fighting

in California is purportedly in good taste.

(((My, primary hate is the commercials that say, "Go on, use drugs to
make you sleep, tranquil, etc. Everyone needs some librium now and
then." e.g.-Nyquil, Compoz,.Nytol, etc.)))

/ JOHN CURLOVICH/

I think you've missed a lot of the point about censorship -~ attempting
to force people to be "morel" is a part of our national character..

One of the most remarkable parts of the American myth is the commom:
belief that the Puritans came here to escape religious persecution.

In fact, they left Europe because they wanted to be free to persecute..
Having been kicked first out of England and then Holland, they came
here and established what was literally meant to be God's country,

and they had a wild, happy field day repressing and suppressing all
sorts of sins, both real and imagined. Somehow, that bad beginning
has left its mark, and to a frightening degree the history of American.
law has been. one of people attempting to secularize a religiously
derived view of the world. Hawthorne sensed this, and he found the
realization agonizing, since this sort of "legal moralism" is the very
antithesis of the kind of civilization he hoped to see grow here,. I
think this is at once inescapably true and immediately recognizable

in the attitudes of the people who shape the laws., Listen to a
politician talk about drugs, for instance. You will receive the
Impression - sometimes implicitly, sometimes less subtly -- that those
who are addicted to heroin, say, are not simply sick or unfortunate;

they are evil, Listen to the anti-abortion groups,. and you will gaim
the undeniable 1impressiom that abortionists are quite sinful people,
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/. FRANK BALAZS/

I have to ask Brett Cox why "it is no longer valid to view man as
being on the same ecological level as other animals".. I°'m sure that
not too long from now man could set up huge communities totally cut
off from anything but his own creations (excepting the bacteria in
his stomach, some of which he'd be hard put to survive without), but
I for one would abhor such a situation. As it is, I am cften amazed
and disturbed at how well, at how satisfied I am with a very minimal
contact with "nature".

/. DENNY BOUWDEN/

My favorite of the ish was Keller's historically enlightening article
on childhood in the past. I would, however, like to know where some

of the information came from (regarding the Victorian "baby farms").

Sure would like to see another one like this from Keller.

/ BRIAN EARL BROVN/
Liked the cover, I always wondered what Wizards d4did on slow Monday
nights,

I wandered in on a conversation between Sheryl Smith and Robert
thitaker at Windycon II on what SF works would stand the test of time.
When I came in they were at “of course, Heinlein won't last”, ‘I don't
like Heinlein myself but it seems like he 1is already doing a good job
of "standing the test of time" just as Lovecraft is doing.

(((Since Heinlein is still alive, it can hardly be said that he has
stood the test of time, whatever that is. But I agree. The popular,
hack writers of the field - Heinlein, Burroughs, Lovecraft, and -
possibly Doc Smith - will last, I think. After all, Shakespeare was

a hack, as was Charles Dickens. Certainly they leave much to be
desired artistically, but if anyone tries to tell me that, for example,
the death scene in LITTLE DORRIT isn't pure mass appeal and melodranma,
I'd laugh at them,))).

/ CY CHLUVIN/

You comment that you disagree with the notion that "rape does not
justify killing the assailant”. I don't know; I can understand how it
could easily come about -- and often rapists kill their victims
afterwards. But since women do survive rape, and no one survives
murder, I'm likely to think it's less serious.

L wasn't sure from your previous editorial if you equated all religion
as superstitions; I hope not. At least, I hope you don‘t regard all
religions as a means for shifting resvonsibility onto someone else.

I recall one religious instructor I had saying that you should feel

free to ask God for help, but always act as though you’d never expect
it.

llell, where were you at Fan Fair? Larry Downes was very disappointed.
He collects sercon fans, you know '(first me, then Sheryl Smith. Had
his pickling jar ready and everything.

(((If someone assaulted me with intent to rob, I would feel justified
in doing anything necessary to protect myself. After all, how am I
to know he isn't planning to kill me as well? If that justifies
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/ TOM COLLINS/

i few years ago at a Southern sonvention I was discussing Vietnam with
an acquaintance at a party in a hotel room occupied by someone else.
The lady who possessed the suite, overhearing part of our discussion,
end perhaps inher cups as well, loudly demanded that we leave the

room immediately, she wasn®t going to stand for that kind of talk,

and what were we here for if not to discuss science fiction. Now I
was impressed at once with the fact that our private conversation was
none of her business, and that her attitude of flight from reality

was unhealthy (though I°ve seen it before), but I recognized also that
it was her room,, and if she wanted to censor all conversations that
took place where she was serving the booze, well, however I might
differ with her views, she was paying the rent. She also saw fit to
join the hearty applause when a Guest of Honor decided, last weekend,
to make his own political views, the subject for a major program item,
and one, moreover, that one paid for separately and in addition to

the convention®s membership fee.

(((That's a tricky problem, Tom. What isn't politicized lately. If

I were to make a speech and refer to Roger Elwocod as the Richard Nixon
of SF, wouldn't I be making a political statement? If I were listed
as making a speech about, say, The Role of the Female in the Works

of Michael G. Coney, and instead gave a speech on the UN resolution
branding Zionism as racist, that would be dishonest of me, and I would
be morally responsible for recompensing everyone who paid to get in.
If, on the other hand, I were listed as giving an unspecified address
at a science fiction convention, while it would be very poor judgment
to ignore the nature of the convention, I wouldn’t feel the obligation
to provide something that was entirely relevant. Be honest now, if
that GoH had rambled through thirty minutes of anti-Nixon jokes -

good anti-Nixon Jjokes - would you have been as upset?)))

/ SHERYL SHITH/

To Carlson, on lailer: I am not sure whether you're saying that Mai-
ler's adolescent approach is justified because of America'’s adolescent
environment, or that THE AMERICAN DREAM is adolescent as a consequence
of the American Dream's adolescence. But either way it is no go. Bad
art does not seem any better (or even more excusable to me) in the
light of what influence made it bad, and it certainly isn't wvalid
procedure to write about a puerile subject pmerilely. Further, I much
doubt Mr. Mailer is "aware" of his adolescent attitude as such: many
tralts and notions of his that seem spoiled-brattish to me, he appar-
ently sees as essential facets of his '"masculine" character, for one
thing; for another the sallow structure of THE AMERICAN DREAM was bur-
dened unmercifully with ill-grafted and (like D.H. Lawrence, another
20th century adolescent author) silly mythological mumbo-jumbo in an
attempt to give the novel significance - and I submit that had Mailer
realized the puerility of the work, he'd have spared us the pretentious
mess. Anyway, the end result of lailer's klutzing around are chintzy,

gawky novels whose mature protagonists behave - with Mailer's blessing -

more cnildishly than do the children in many other novels. Aside from
the fact that the man does handle words skillfully and professionally,
his stuff reads more like therapy than art. If you want to read about
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