SeienceFiction Clmes

WEE B WORLD QS TOMORROW TOD A TI¥

Vol, 1k - No. 1 FIRST JANUARY 1959 ISSUE (A306) TEN CENTS

‘SCIENCE FICTION STORIES
SKIRS. [SoUES

by Jd a?geas Ve B auras i

MNEW YORK, 26 December, (CNS) - Science Fiction Stories that went 10 times a year
from Monthly last Fall skipping The October and December 1958 issues, and which
was suppose to go monthly with the February 1959 issue Jjust didn't. Actually it
maintained its ten a year program hoping that by the time the October 1959 issue
came around things would be improved such as to remain monthly, Apparently things
are much worse now than at the end of 1958, Because, Lowndes has brought up the
two months (Oct, and Dec, '59) and has made them April and June 1959, Thus for
actual purposes t h e magazine is a bi-monthly, but still keeping its 10 times a
year status, What will happen when the July issue comes around is anyone's guess.
Rumor has it that if conditions are not improved the mag will remain a bi-monthly.
Adding fuel to the rumor is t h e fact that Lowndes has drépped colored covers
and substituted black and white, plus yellow, line drawings,  His editorial
on lurid covers is a neat cover-up that will fool few readers, In the old days it
was not the fact that the covers were in color that they objected to, but the way
the colors were used, Of course there a r e many who love the so called "lurid"
covers, Rumor has it that with Science Fiction Stories "skipping" issues an d
dropping the colored covers means only one thing; Science Fiction Stories 1is in
trouble and that there'll probably never be any monthly issues,

SOLACON MAKES MONEY

SOUTH GATE, 31 October, (CNS) ~ For the first time in three years a World S-F Con-
vention has made noney, The 1956 Con "made money" b y passing the hat and other
means, the 1957 Con lost $250.00. In” a report b y Treasurer Rick Sneary inine
last "Progress Report" of the Solacon, the -Final Financial Statement reads as fol-
lows: REVENUES: INembership dues: $601.00, Registration Fees: $370,00, Auctions:
$L71,31, Advertising: #358,85; Donations: 375,24, Display Space Rental: 52«25,
Banguet Ticket Sales: $756.25, making a total ‘of -$2,685,92, EXFENSES: Fubliciziy
Expenses: ‘idvertisenents $7,80, lMaterials #5,90, and Printing $3.00 for a tot: !
of $16.70; Convention Expenses: Rent 420748, Decorating $41,89, Program 752365
Transportation $32,25, Entertainment? $117,41, Printing $328.88, Péstage $23.1/,
Trophies & Awards*% $421.99, Banquet $7L6.75, Losses¥tr $15.85, Misc. $7.25 for a
total of $2,018,25; General Expenses: Transportation $74570, Postage $188,98, Sup=
plies $57.56, Entertainmentiae #27,38, Printing $225,15, Legal Fees $16.50, Tele~
phore $25.39, Bad Debtsionst $32,00, and misé¢, $3,31 for a total of $650,97. This
makes the Grand Total of Fxpenses: $2,685,92, MNr, Sneary explains some of the ex~
penses as follows: ¥ & *&Covers drinks and meals for VIP's and persons appearing
on the program, as well as the Committeets Open HouSej #%Includés the $95.73 from
Auction Bloch to Ron Bennett on behalf of TAFF, 390,50 plus $15.85 worth of beab




£

S
‘f

4}

Ay

o T

o Sl

.I“'ﬁ*|

Page s U 3 o s AT S el L S R s

e S S A R e e . & L

S T e R e o R e S i T ' =g T T

= o e e e 5 o E o

¥ . =N

SCTENCE-FICITON_TIMES

jes t o Detroit for the next convention, and $60.00 to the Nameless Ones for the
next Westercon; *#fiisc, funds and itcms that becage lost during the convention;
and #e=Ralance of Accounts Receivable written off as bad debts to allow closing
of the hocks, To sum up the repert v, Snsary shabes: "4s a non-profit orgénizé-
tion we coull not make a profil.iut,sfter whe Gowrention there was enough mon:y on
hand to pay all the uvills--—sven thoce personal expaniitures for tihe Conveal:on
that rme never ezpachs 1o gel bacl -= ami ebill anani money to the next Vorld Con-
venticn, Tar'®, asd the nexmt Wesiercin, and hold an Cpen Houseo"

Tae Solacon has been the first cenvention to file a "final statement! within
months after the holding of the Ccnvention for quite a few years. Both tne 1956
and 1957 Cons didn’t give a final statement until almost a year after, Also com=~
mendable is the quarterly statements the Solaccn gave out before the Con was held,

SCIENCE-FICTION BOOK REVIEWS

by Gerry de la Ree L

THE MAN WHO COULDN!T SLEEP, by Charles Eric Maine. Lippincott, 1958, 224 Dppe., ﬁBo

e

This is the third fine novel by this British author to be published in the United
States in the last 10 snths or so. The others were High Vacuun (Ballantine) and
World Withcub Men (Acefe

Mr. Maine would appear t o be a far more ¢apable science~-fiction craftsman
than some of his earlier works tended to indicate, Jim Blish, for instance, had
this to say of Mr. Maine when reviewing his Timeliner for Science=Fiction Times in
July, 1956: "The writer, -an Englishman, apparently is neither talented nor very
intelligent,"

Dispite its rather misleading title, The Man "ho Couldn't Sleep rates in our
book as one of the more entertaining science-fiction volumes of t h e year, And
bright spots in the midst of the large volume of crud and juveniles being foksted
off on the science~fiction audience are indeed most velcome.

Mr, Maine's book originally appeared in England in 1956 under the more appro=-
priate title of Escapement.

In the year 1962 an inventor, Philip Maxwell, discovers psychotape, which can
reprodiice the emotions of whoever makes the original recording, Maxwell, a rather
nraive chap, becomes involved with some odd characters, including Zakon,a Hollywood
cinemogul who sees great commercial value in the invention; Miss Sharn, cold, cal-
culating, and sexy; Matthew, her henchmanj Verna Graham, -Hollywood glamour girl;
and Laura, a girl he hopes to marry.

Mr. Maine blends them all together effectively and winds up with a yarn that
has ample helpings of science-fiction, sex, vidlence, and mysterye

THE SCTIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB = = = = = = = = ~ = = = = = = = /The Next Selections/

The Mareh 1959 selection for The Science Fiction Book Club members will b e "The
Best From Fantasy And Science Fiction' (Eighth Series), edited by Anthony Boucher;
Regular edition sells for $3.75, Club adition $1,00 to members.

For April the Science Fiction Book Glub will present "The Star Of Life" by
Edmond Hamilton; Regular edition sells for $2.95, club members get it for $1.00.

The slternate selection for the .two months is "A Treasury Of Great Mysteries
edited by Howard Heycraft and John Beecroft. (This is not a science=~fiction book,
but a fdetective~mystery! book.) Regular edition sells for $5.95, club members
get it for 81.98., This is a two-volume edition.

THE TIME STREAM -~ = = = = = = = = =~ = = = = = = = = = = = - ~/by J, Harry Vincent/
THE SOLACON - i
The Bulacon sell-out of the World Science Fiction Society, Inc., is still Pankling

S



in many a fannish heart, and publication of the financial report of the 1958 con
(see page 1) is liable to bring the cuestion out o f the rankling stage and into
the field of actiorn, ;

lhat's really bothering these people; in‘a legnl way, 1 s the fact that the
Solacon people ccllected all thelr monsy, nd incicdentally auction material, =tc.,
under the auspices of the WSFS, Ilc,, through tae U, S, Mail, and then turned over
the sueplus, nowever small it s, to other sutfit s,

Is this "obiaining morey under false pretenses"? Does this constitute "using
the U, S. Mails to defraud"?

Some fans think so.

I don't pretend to fathom the legality of what happened at the Solacon,but in
my opinion the ethics involved were pretty revolting.

And I never could understand why a science~fiction fan should be considered
by his felluw fans any less responsible for money h e handles —-— other penple's
money = thag a "mundane' person. If it happened to be the desire of fandom to
disbard the WSFS, Inc., why shouldn’t it be done in a legal, business-like mannar,
instead of "by decree of the dictator', And whe says that the assets of the WSS,

Inc,, can be divvied up and passed cut to persons not legally entitled te receive

game?

I wender what Anna Sinclair Meffatt would think if all the renbgrs of the
WSFS, Inc. started asking for their 1958 dues back? O r if sore day a brace of
Postal Inspectors should call and begin asking embarrassing guestions?

CHRISTMAS COVERS

Tle like the way the British editors of Astounding take care of their edition. They
used the January 1958 cover of the U.S. edition f »n r their December 1658 issue.
Meanwhile, back at home, we certairly appreciated the January 1959 (Christmas cov-
er) of the U, S. edition, Real cute,

Ve missed that lovable four-armed Santa usually en Galaxy's cever at around
Christmas time, DBring him back, Horace.

- G o wm am s =

IN GENERAL
There will be no Book Review column in the March issue of Fantasy & Science Fic-
tion. The column didn't turn up in time to make the issue, Fantasy & Science
Fiction will-have an All-Star Anniversary issue in October 1959, It will be pric—
ed at 50¢ and have extra pages, How many exira pages is net certain at this time,
hAstounding does not plan to increase it's price or decrease pages & t this
time. Naturally with other s-f mags increasing their prices, discussion on this,
are being held. The possibility of bringing back slick paper for a special sec-
tion of the magazine is being talked over. lir. Campbell stated that his mag, AS-
tounding did not loose circulation in the recent and present  recession o T s-f
MAagS e

Amazing also does not plan t» incprease price nor decrease pages at this time.
While the same goes for Fantastic, there will be a change in contents. Fhile s-f
will be retained, the weird and fantasy will be featured, Amazing will remain at
144 pages and Fantastic at 128,

You may be wondering at the underlining that Amazing will remain at 144 pages
in a recent issue. Vhat ysu didn't know is that behind the scenes was an idea th-
at when complete novels were not used in an issue, that issue would be cut te 128
pages, Wisely this idea never got off the drawing boards. Regardless of type of
contents, Amazing remains at lhhe

Fantastic Universe also, for the time being, will remain at 35¢ and the same
number of pages., FU is still on a bi-monthly schedule.

GERNSBACK AND HIS CHRISTMAS CAHD

Cernsback, as usual, brought out his special "Christmas Card" booklet., Called 1959
Forecast, it's a 3C page, digest-size, slick papered booklet containing as usual,
high quality science-fiction type articles. This issue contains "Television Space
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Observatory", "Stored T.V. Reception', nTllumunated Satellite", "Your Electric
Life", "Space Sickness'", "Coming Developments', and editorial. A 11 written by
Hugp Gernsback and illustrated by the farous Frank R, Paul, Gernsback showes once
- ggain his fine wrd-gstanding of what s-f shonid be, MNr, Gernsback, by the way,
colobratad hiy "ib anriversary of pndliching +ith his Spril 1953 dssue of Redic-

Flactrgrizs, A ' et aved vaparabalabdstus, 0. Carishr i,
s a2 et i 2 o e e M e+ il = ——
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NOTRS, FROE THE.IDITOR = = = = === = = 5w == = = = = o= =i = [by Tg fnitess
First our thanks to the numerous Christmas Cards received, They came from all o7r=
or the World this year and we appreciate every one of them, They are all harvging
on the Science-Fiction Times Christmas Tree at the College Point editorial gffees
Second you'll note NO MCKE continued or page so-and-so i n Science-Ficticn Times
Next step to get rid of this yellow paper and mimeo on 201b white/colored papeér.
Third we're still working on the Yearbook, and have added additional features t o
Tt. We'll let you know when it's firished, Meanwhile, no orders pleasg, we have
more than we counted on already in.

SCIENCE~FICTION TIMES /"Tha World Of Tomorrow_Toaays'/
$955 Winner: "Science~Fiction ichievement awards" 1957
S Published twice-a—month by SCIZNCE-FICTION TIMES, INC., P. 0. Box 18k, Flushing
ﬁ 52, New York. 10¢ per copy, $2 per 20 issues, #2,40 per year, PERMANENT SUB-~
K- - SCRIPTION: 215.%0. ;
BRITISH: 9d per copy, 7564 per 10 issues, 153Cd per 20 issues, PERMANENT SUB=
SCRIPTION: 3 Pounds 10s0d from H. M. JOHNSON, 16 Rockville Road, Broad Green,
LIVERPOOL 14, ENGLAND, :
e AUSTRALIA: One Shilling per copy, Ten Shillings for 10 issues, One Pound for 20
L Tesues, PTRMINENT SUBSCRIPTICN: 5 Founds, from ROGER DARD, Box 51387, GFO PERTH
. WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
- James V. Taurasi, Sr., Ray Van Houten, and Frank R. Prieto Jr,
o Editors and Publishers.
| ADVERTISEMENTS: $15.00 a full page, or 510 a half page.
LS SCIENCE~FICTION TIMES, INC., founded 1937 - Incorporated 1957.

7na/ 24 per word incluaing name, address and zone number. 25 words
‘minimom, remittance with copy. (NO STAMPS PLEASE}) el

/FCR SALE/ SCIENCE-FICTION FANTASY WulPD REFERENCE BOOKS - POCKETBOOKS ~MAGAZINES
New and 0ld - Bargias and Bonuses. SCIENCE-FICTION & FANTASY FUBLICA-
TIONS, 127-01 116th Avenue, S. Ozone Park 20, New York.

[FOR SALE/ COMPLETE YOUR MAGAZINE COLLECTION. W e have all kinds, old and new;
science- ictdon, fantasy, weird, adventure, detective, western, etcC.
Send in ywar want list, BOOKLOVERS BARGAIN HOUSE, Box 214, Little
Rock, Arke _ Aot

/FOR SALE/ GALAXZ, COMPL 1&?&HRU JAN, '58; ASF, MAY 1563 - IN GOOD CONDITIONS ~—
best ¢ffer eazh nver $10, Mrs. Stanley Cronch, "Casablanca', Steriing,
Va., (ASF: from May '49 thru May 156).

SCIENCE~FICTION T1MES, INC, e SR (Y

P.0. Box 184, Flush. 52, NY .
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