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10 THE RECIPITAKT OF THIS HAGAZIKRE:

we want to call to your attention the fact that this magazine
that you have received is not a first run copy, A ter publishing
100 copies of the magazine on 24 pound paper with 64 pound covers
and a much better grade of craftsmanship, the c¢lub decided that a
good idea would be to issue another 100 on cheap paper so that we
could mail them out at random to those who might be interesced in
the doings of the Los Anceles Science F tasy Society, Here is the
result, T e paper is not the best, the mimeograhy is not the best
in faet these zre nothing more than seconds however you are welcome
to this copy with the conpliments of the LASFS and the postage paid
by the person vwhose address appears on the address page,

.ifliilliThe editor.....
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EDITCRIAL: DPRUCGHL w0 TR 3TLTOON L.h.o.7.9.

Here we ore with the Janucry issue cof  SHANGRI-LA published right "on
schedule. Lined up for th:s issue are several articles which bear out
a theme, The theme deing, #I heard it at the LASFS.™ Durins the prat
several onths things have Legun to really get in Sarh gear at the nle
clup rovi: at 037 South Dn:el, Hether then searching he fields .out-
side the club for lecture t-lent, uve have sent the s»otlight spinning
around the club roster znd coue out with wonderful results. /3 arg So
nleaced 1vith the talks that have been made that we are passing . them a-
fon: to vou in prainted for.a, All the articles in tias issue vere orig-
inally miven as talks, reports or itens of interest at regular meet-
ings of the Los Angeles Scrence Fantasy Society.,

Tov honors fo to Alan llershey for-his - attention-nolding telk on his
tricls and tribulations as one of the research scicntists on the Los
iflames nroject. we ohink tnat you will find it impossiblce to stop be-
fore you rinish this entertiining and informative article. Uell worth

L

nine pa- .o of Shangri-ui format.

Joan Cox rave us an interesting 0 nours one evening by “dving us the
lo -cown on the cstirolo 'y bugsa~-b00. He ‘eve further of his time by
corpletely re iting wis talk into 3 pages that we pretvict will (when
Jars, Venus, Juplier, Pluto and tine Barth are in simultancous conjunc-
tion) be well vorth your tine. '

{+s marvelous nhow well that P. PF. Uspero (a club visitor) ..anagec to
condense such extensive research into 3 pages of whourht-provocative
wordagre. ile are interested in your comncnis, <

Louise Leipiar has really started £hinzs un a-ain’ in the sociald ept,
by ienaging to szet togsether more fans moreg nften at her home than al-
mast any two peonle in the nast. e question nat how she vorked this
mirc.ecle but that she hes done-.and I, E. Svans five: us a report this
i ssue of just one of ti.ose nuilcrous gev-Losethers--the LAsFS Christmas
party. ‘he llcr Year shows -prouise of .cany =ore.

Jean Cox furnishes tne iunltilith Plate, Dave Lesperance furnishes the
information and "¢ have 2 report on tae cover “of the former issue of
Shanzri-ld.

Tho cover layoui is Dy the editor with copy donated by 45 Ackerman,
consistinz of 2 horder design by R, K. vurpiny and a rocket still from
“he UFA -ilm “The Girl in the loon®, Hooe you like it.

It is the hope of the LASF3 that the readers of Shangri-LA will enjoy
this 2ssue Irom tle stancpoint of the prewer natcriazl used, The cover
is 53 pound btuff book-stock with interior of that hard-to-Tind 24
pound mimeo paper using i.ercury 777 quick-drying ink, Interior art
vork cansist. of uimeogrephy, offs:t lithography from line and half-
tonc plates ond Qic-cut stencil designs, . Lettering smui-es and stylus
losned to the ‘club br Gus iillduoreir. Tho stencils were cut on every
tyne of machine from a five year old Ioyal Fortable to a new IBH Clec-
tromatic,

The cost of thxs :ssue runs well in cxcess of 50,00 for the mater-
ials, envelopes znd stemps for this limitecd editron of 100 conies. We
hope the 50 cents spent by the clu®d for ezch covv is worth your 10¢...
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spotlig.it

You may well ask, “How do they arrive at such a figure?# llell, here
is the ansuer and remember this only covers the cost of the materials
for such an issue as this and -doesn!t include any estimate at all of
time and labor for its production, First off the cover stock was 43,
(using round fizures in the estimate) Cover Litho plate was $6 (line
negative and half-tone insert), Lesperance litho plate was obe 6 rnas
of interior stock ¢ ,2.50, Stencils equal to ., Staples, ink, cor-
rection fluid ,2.,00, Two half-tone plates for interior photo pages ;12
Envelopes 2, and postage 2,00, Add 'em up & there you are.,.,50,

Now you know how we arrive at such a figure but how do we GET such &
figure, The club treasury puts up 10, Each week a little box is
passed around at the mecting into which are dropwed pennies, nickles,
and dimes equaling about a dollar a wesk for the litho-fund, From
there on its done by a few dollars donated by this member and that mem
-ber until the issue is in the mail, Sounds simplc ON PAPER,

The work of putting out the issuc? This magazine is REALLY A CLUB
PRCJECT., Cooperation has been excellent on this issue, As is evident
by the even cdges each article has to be typed twice, This was gone
through the rigorous efforts of EEZvans, Louise Leipar, Torrest Acker
-man, and P.R,0spero, Then the entire issue had to be stenciled which
was done by: Eleanor Stratton, Everctt Evans, and Forry Aclierman,

The mimeographing department was ably handled by the LASFS cheif mime
ographer LZverett Evans., Assembling, stanling and addressing handled by
Louisc¢ Leipar,

To £ill out the issue Bryce alton comes to bat with a last minute
assignment., He sives us the loudovn on the 'ipro and fan question,

As the editor I have becn around on all of these publishing sessions
cutting a stencil or two, typing a set-up vace here and there and gen
-rally taking care of the format and setting up the cover and interior
lithos, I do want to say here and now that I wish to take all respon-
sibilities for the typing, sentence structure and format errors, lany
are evident but when you have everything set up itts a major Togk
to revise, We hope that you will overlool:r these mistakes and enjoy the
magazine from thoe standpoint of its format and written material,

Truly this issue of SHANGII-LA makes an /’H\\
editor feel like the old days are once ,.g\
agaln back in Los Angeles when the gang "i)ih

is all around and ready to give a help-
ing hand wherever needed,

I want to take this opportun- i::::ZZ/L““
ity to express my appreciat- \\\\\ ‘
ion to the club for giving mne \

a coimplete carte blanche on

my selection and format of
material and last but by far
not the least my gratitude to : Gi2
each and every member who has P T

given time and talent to the \\\ E =
writing and publishing ofthis e D
is8ue.e i di il i ans s FhANKS 2 mllllon....UaTt Daugherty....«sEditor
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With the new year of 1949 the LASFS starts off in what is probab-
1y the most promising manner of its many years of existance., The elec=
tion just completed has placed Alan Hershey in the Director's chair,
returned Jean Cox to the office of secretary and 4E remains as the
t reasurer, As you will no doubt see from this issue of Shangri-lLa we
are having a series of cxtremely interesting talks at the meetings,
Probably the most ocutstanding fact along this line to consider is that
this mecting activity is springing from the organization itself rather
than from outside, It has been sometime since we have had an outside
speaker and from the looks of the present schedule it will also be a
long time before we will have to seck talks from outside our group.
Each one of the lectures has proved itself to be informative, enter-
taining and well prepared, Business is held to a minimum, Gone is
the persistant mess of having to g0 into every little detail of the
Constitution 1in order to get something done at the club., A plan is
suggested and discussed, It is then either passed upon or rejected on
its merits. Then, the important item, if it is passed, is that there
1s a general feeling of cooperation towards the project, 1Little mat-
ter whether there is ego-boo connected with the project, the thing in
everyone's mind is to get it done for the good of the club,

tlith the new idea of rotating editorship on Shangri-ia the maga-
zine has once again returned as a club orzan rather than a private
magazine of onc individual or another. Far too often in the past the
magazine would be m@ssued before any word of its progress was announced
to the mecting and the magazine would come out as the effort of a

6






certain minority of the club, It would be issued on the basis of eox~
panding the idcas of a certain minority rather than the general wishes
of the entire orszanization, On more than one ocassion the oditor was
called on the carpet for printing materizl that the elub s a whole
did not apnrove of,

Along with this article aré two pages of picturcs taken recently
as well as many moons ago, I have picked the photos at random out of
nmy collection and will try to cover them for you by number,

1, Guy Gifford turns over one of his unpublished "Ringer Family®
drawings to &, E, Evans who purchased the item at the Pacific Coast

Conference, Gifford is top publicity man here in Los Angeles for the
local transit lines,

2, Tre. club held several meetings at a new clubroom in the scuth part
of LA, A% one of these meetings, which was the Hallowecn meeting 1948
several group shots were taken, This one includes*the’ ladies nrescht
Top row is i.arsha Valton, lirs Cook, Louise Leipiar, lirs, C-rroll Ack-

erman, lirs Louise Hamell, Front row: Rose-linry Cook, £, Mryne Huoll,
Sophia iiullen and T.lly Porjde,

3., At the Pacific Coast Conference the Outlanders showed up in full
force incluring Howard Miller, Con Pedorson, Stan Woolston, Ric Sneary
and Len Moffatt.

},, leison Hiumel put in one of his rare appcarances at local doings,
5. Gerry Thonmpson gives support to Roy Squires,

6, Van Vozt gives out with a little aside on the Null-A wvhilosdphy
to Stan Ilullen.cnd Bryce Walton as Dale Hart lends an attentive ear,

7., V:n Vogt holds the attention of Louis Lovelace as Herk Clanck goes
through one of the club filew,

8. Ackerman not only writes, agents and sells scicnee fiction but.al-
so handles his own collection bureau, He sells a book or elsa, Russ
Hodgkins is the happy customer,...... or else,

9, The club mecting is in session, Kenneth Bonnell reads the minutes
and Tilly lends an ear while treasurer Ackerman prepares some dire tor
-ture for those in arrears with club dues,

10. Tre men-folk line up at the llalloween Feeting. Top row!: Walter
Daugherty, Alan Hershey, Stan lwllem, Con Pederson, Ed Hamell, Dottem
row: Dalc llart, Russ liodgkins, Bryce Wslton and Willianm Ackerman,

11, Ve had more darn men-folk at that party. Top row: A, E, van Vogt
Dick Timmer, E, &, Evans, 4%, DBottom Row: Kenny Donnell, Dave Lesper
~ance, kark Blanel:, and Jean Cox,

12, Among the speakers at the conference vias John Scott Carpbell from
Prsadena, 0ld time Science Fiction author and instruetor at Cal-Tech,
He gave us a number of interesting scientific factors that prove the
old gimmick of giant men as impossibilities, .



13, Its 'a far ery back to about 1939 at Clifton's Cafeteria for the
big meeting at vhich California visitor E E Smith was guest of honor.
Lined up for the cameraman were the then and now prominents of the pr
world: Robert Heinlein, Jack illiamson, Charlie Hornig, Art Brrnes,
E. E. Sith and Miorld S~ver® Hamilton,

14, Also on hand at the conference giving us the lowdovm on the lat
est advances in Astronomy is Robert Richardson of 'lit Wilson and kit Pal
-omar and a world reknowvn solar-science authority,

15, Ye editor and Russ Hodgkins discuss a stenciling problem in the
preparation of Shangri-la,

16, Ackerman, the acent, again exerts his collection bureau techniague
on the pros at the Halloween party as he gets his % from Z, E, Evangﬁ
A, &, van Vogt, E, Liayne Hull, Stan Mullen and Bryce Waltoa, bryc»s
pays through. mortal fear while Stan seems a little reluctant,

17. Eph Konigsberg (editor of next Shangri-L~) and Jean Cox glance u»
to accomodate the photograher,

18, Claire Uinger Harris, old time science fiction writer (ivthose work
was collected into the volume ‘iAway From The Here and Now'! gave usa
few notes at the conference on why she likes to write stf,

19. Russ Hodgkins charuiing wife accompanied her husband Russ to the
conference,

[ ]

20, Louisec and liayne concentrateson Alan Hershey!s speech, i
21, This one is from way-back-when, R-¥ Bradbury poses 'neath a wall
decoration &t the o0ld ¢lub room at 1055 ‘lilshire,

22, Gone from among us but well remembered by all the old guard is
Paul Freehafer, Paul was probably one of the best knowvm and best lik.
ed of the LA fans, lie all miss him and speak of him often.

23, At the o0ld Wilshire address of the club once before v'¢ had a par-
ty to celebrate Halloween, Gathered here are such old timers as vy
Joquel, ilyrtle Douglas, Henry llasse, Ed C amberlain, Eleavcr Uilizisn
Dorothy and Peggy Finn, and of course the regulars: Hodgki..s, .- ar
-ty and Ackerman,

24. Daugherty, cheif LA auct.oneer auctions off the illustration that
brought the highest price ever paid in LA for an original. It war the
cover from FIil done by Finlay which was solé to Lora Crczettl fon 15

25, One of the early activitics of Los Angeles was recording 2t Lalg
Daugherty's recording outfit, Here Helen Finn, Beverly Broncom sod
Art Jocuel watch for cues in their script as Daugherty dubs n ta?
musical backgound for effect,

26, This arain is the overall picture of the early EESmith peeting,
Among others present than before listed are: T, Bruce Yarke, Leslyn
Heinlein, Ray Hdarryhausen,Bill Crawford, Sophie Van Dorne, Perry Lewis
and [ranklyn Brady, Standing behind dharlic Lornig in the front of
the picture is Alvin :lussen, Lost on Bataan during the wvar,
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‘mat can fans do to make easier the lot of the professional author,
and whet has the pro gotten from the LASFS? Vinlt Daugherty asked me
the question, and T haven't much to say in reply.

liy personal react-on is that very little can be done for professienal
authors, not by fans, not by anybody; and that fans should concern
themselves as little as possible with those authors whoconsider author
-ship a mark of insuler detachizent, Nobody can do very much for pros.,

I like fans personally, but have 2 kind of festering hatred for them
in the abstact --- because when I came around secking a few grains of
ego gratificat:on I find everybody talking about Van Vogzt ang Ray Brad
- bury, This has been going on for years, One time I mentioned the
fact that I had rather an interesting story in PLANET and somebody
told me to dron dead,

Ross Rocklynne says that he derived much social pleasure and profes-
sional help from fans. Rosa appreciates the comnon ground stf authors
and fans share because of mutual interest in a somevhat specialized
field, This is just as true of course of fans alone, Topics of con-
versation and itemns of interest are alrcady established and have been
open for years and an avthor and a fan meet for the first tiue and
start talking as if thoy wero old friends, Here the lonely vriter hits
commlon ground never acheived with the general publie., Au%hors. noed
contact with 'people' and I am told many of them find this difficult,
Fandom “urnishes this contact tailor-made,

ioss also says that he got many of his best ideas direct from fans,
There was a story called “Transplantation Trap~ derived from an idea
furnished by Dale Tarr of Cincinnati, who also provided Ross with the
giammick for another yarn callcd #Atom of Death® which appearced in
cLASET. Another fan named Phil Stcvenson furnished Ross with the bas
i¢ plot for “Venus 3ky Trap* which appecréd in TERILLIHG WOI:DER,. Ross
sa ;s that wany other idcas for his stor.cs were received from fans, =
fact for wvhich he 1s naturally grateful, and 1ihich illustrates one
very beneficial aspect of fondom for the professional author,

I'he ego~_ratification of recognition & apprecietion are important el-
ements the fans provida for the author's faltering soul, A nagazine
can be published and one knows that it is being read somevhere by some
~body -~ but the personzl apprecisiion provided by fans is a real shot
in the arm, This is especially true of new authors, insecure authors,

those vho have not yet reachec the stage of self-confidence necessary
to sustaiu them agelinst certain doubts and fears,

A, I, Van Vogt has long oporeciated the social factors at work in fan-
dom, Coming to Los Angeles, a stranger from Conada without even an ae-
cent which would hove done wonders in Hollywood, Van and flavne knew
no one at all, It was through the LASFS that they becane acauainted
with otisers and began to make contacts without which no one in
rtollywood ean survive abhove the level of canned doz food,
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At the 1945 banguet Van mct many other pros including Ross Rocklynne
and Bryce UWalton, It is through fandom that many profeasionsl authors
meet and becoize acquainted who might otherwise have to envy and depre-
cate one another from afar,

Van emphasized the benefits he has received from the Club as a special
-iged social club and a mediuvm for contact, It was through the LASFS
that Van gained thc initial contact for promotion by Simon-Schuster,

But as for fandom being an ides source, here Van differs from Ross
Rocklynne, As far as hu knowis, V-n has [otten no basic ideas or plots
from fans, In fact, hc says that some time ago he mentioned his idea
for a scrics he contemplated writing to o few farns ond they argued him
out of doing it, said it was a louscy idea, And now, with greater ob
~ jectivity, Van insists that he was talkcd out of a zood thing, Vants
opinion is that personcl criticism from fans is wvractically valuceless,
And I mizht add that this is usually truc of any sort of criticism
from cny source ‘hatsocver, Van subjected one story of his to tvelve
diffcerent fans and received os many different criticisms of a contra-
dietory nature, a fact which would have becen true had he submitted
thot story to any tvelve pcecople anywhere, As .much as Van appreciated
this criticism, we can 2ll sce that it was impossible to a2ct upon it
esccpt oy perimitting himself o degroece of mentpl disintegration and con
-fusicn ill-suitcd to & Null-A mnn,

Compensating for this, Veon says thet he rcceives very good bond typing
papcer from Walt Drugherty at about half price, Any monetary benefit
an author can receive in these times, or anytiace I's sure, is the most
wonderful kind of benefit imaginable, Tor, as fans well knowr, pros
make very little money at best, and authors of stf peorticulerly are a-
ccustomed to a kind of slow: starvation extending over vears.

One cznnot:generalizec on this question of fandoia's benefit to authors,
Fando.: con do much for some authors, veory little for others, and none
at all for some., A good 'many authors must be classified 2lso as fans,
and thercefore should not actually be subject to sepmrate pigeon-
holine, Other cuthors pride themselves on never having read any of
the other “stuff’ written by other pros, and caanot thereforce bo clas-
sified as fans,

All authors have certoinly benefited tromcrcdously from fandom?! s serv-
ice to authors as publicity agents and nronoters,

I pcrsonally beleive fans interestod in writing professionally make 2
mistake by scekin- a grect dei:l of nonuscrint ciyiticism from pres. I
say this nat becruse of any cxcessive personal reluctonce to read oth-
¢r poople's manuscripts, bvut Dbecause I belecive it's o waste of the
strugzling. beginnerts timc, ' professional authors really know vhat
a good story or o bud story is, and react only wvhen they ot money for
& story.

This is about 211 I c¢con drum up on the subject, There are as many
kinds of authors as ther arce faens, and the test of both sroups g¢re
probobly primerily fans and are thercfore not in separate eatcgories,

And ns for the cuestion of what fans can do in the future for authors,
my only answer to that is for fandom to somchow raige cnousth money to
ostablish a psychiatric eclinic,
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At the last meeting of 1948, Ye Ed proposed thal ¢ toplc be
picked, one thatl all the members could participate in. So the sub-
Ject was chosen, WHaT | WANT TO GIVE AND KECEIVE, IN ACTIVITY, FROM
THE LASFS IN 1949, The following expressions, presented In alpha-
betical order according to contributors! names, are paragraphs spon-
tanzously prepared atter the meetlng. WUnfortunately missing are op-
Inlons from Mark Bladk, Ken Bonnell, Dave Lesperance, BIIf| Elias,
A.E+ van Vogt and several others; but by and large we bzlieve the
membershlp has bzen reprzsented. My own hopzs dor LASFS—-49 re
pretty well covered in the Editorial, so without Hturfher ado |'l]
turn you over to our tirst fangelefio, a8 nzw member by the name of

FORRIST J ACKERMAN: I am interested today, as I was the nite the
LASFS was born bzck in the id-30s, over 450 neetings ago, in seeing
and hearing and talking and telling and doing things and stuff of a
scienctifictional, fantastic, fannish and weird nature, I can't re-
call that the club has ever been satisfactory to me in the resnect
of rezular wveek after week discussions of the stories in the current
nagazines, augmented by boolk reviei's and hi-lites from the fanzines.
but it looks like this situation i1s on the way to being remedied at
last, and that will please me vplenty, Dave Lesverance, Dick Timmer,
lMark Blanck, Jean Cox and Alan Hershey surnriszed e last year with
some fine talks about subjects they were familiar W th: I wonder. if
Eph Xonizsberg, Russ Hod;_:!:insf Louise Leipiar and some of »ur other
members haven't .ot a potential talk in !em that tney could enter-
tain or enlighten us with in 149? 1I'd like to sec the librery duilt
back up and bLorrowing encouraged, I look forrard to more cormunal
enjoyment of fantasy shows by ..embers.,.a beach party this summer.,.
closer co=-oncration by the .embers in the creation of the club organ
. .»The preparation of the 2d Westercon,,.and, of course, of primary,
para..ount and priority importance, I expect to “et tons and tons of
cgoboo out of the club while terrorizing, tyrannizings and trumaniz-
ing the treiabling troglodytes of the society who, as for the past
decade and a half, must continue to--gawd, ceven I can't go for any
more of that guff!

DON B:ATTON: I look forrard to club reetings 2ainly for the contact
with others interest 1n stf, to learn what is the latest on t he
newsstand, the new bools, etec., I'd like to sce larger, less formal,
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meetings, held lgss often then weekly perhaps. I 1like many aspects
of amatecur Publishing and would like to participate in this activity
gaore in the future -- and I am not interested in the professional
vriter angle and the common fan habit of noively imitating profession
-als in their publishing., This isn't clear, is it?

PFCe BILI D, CQX: 1In the coming year of '49 I would like to see the
LASFS acqulre a new and larger room in which to hold their Leetings.
Also, theres should be 2 nore Science Fictional air about the club,
This could be brought about by having more and better fantasy art on
the walls, and also more books on Fantasy and Science Fiction,

JEAN COX: I am intensely interested in Science Fiction, During the
coring year, I would like to hear and give reviews, analyses and crit
lcisns of major Seience Fiction works, I would also like to be in-
formcd of =211 the current news in it and related fields,

E.EVERCTT EVA:S: For 1949 I would like to see 5 greater co-opeaerative
effort in LASFS activities, Far too often Club projccts end by being
the work of two or three people -- generally the same ohes. I feel
riore would be gained in both pleasure and satisfaction by a greater
member participation in all Club activities, To this end I pledge
whatever ald I can give in 211 such projocts -~ and I hope they are
BANY. I would 1ike to hear nore good speakers on the subject of.ocur
genrey, and I approve the new move towards more boock and magazine
stery reviews. I would also like to see every waémber of the LASFS be
~come a nember of the Cinvention group in the next few weeks.

ALAN HERSHEY: I hope my efforts as Director (poor kid) will result
in inprovement in LASFS, nt this sitting, things are looking up ~-
intetesting talks scheduled, a new policy of £illing in the dulier
reatings with filiis on scientific subjects, and I hope, a greater de-
greec of informality in neetings. I expect to get a lot of interest-
ing things out of the LASFS in the coming year, such as provocative
discussions, contacts with interesting peopley, the chance to try oy
hand as chief saboteur, and material to color my nightmares.

FREDDIL HERSHEEY: As a very ncw and intercsted menber of La8F'S, I sin-
ccrely hope to see, during 1949, a continuation of the fine series
of talks and pictures being given at our recent meetings. This act-
rivity will bring every member before the group zs an active partic-
ipent and more closely knit the club in our common interests,

RUSSELL HODGKINS: Over a period of years I've seen resurgences of aca-
tivity in thec Society, some cffective, others inadequate, The signs
for 1949 indiecate what would seem at present a promise of more inter-
esting rmeetings from the point of viaw of both the contributor and
the zudience, To be successful in any instance, activity must eman-
ate from all members, not just a few. And evidence indicates a gen-
‘eral revival of interest in participating in the several phases of
fortheoning activity. I trust that I shall be able to participate
+ in my share.

"EPH KONIUSBERG: To me, Science Fiction and Fantasy have always offer-
ed ~ not merely escape - but intellectual delight, and the sheer joy
ofsbardivy ssterigs untraimelsd hy the 1391 &ivsfons o of crdinnry story
tellling, "ot I shovld 1lik: to regnive is infor adion on how the sto-

ries got that ay, how the techalques heecssary to thie Mndvanced  8F
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yarn werc fevcloped, of the change in styles, both generally, and in
tne individual writers, Analysls of the structural and Science Fic-
tion aspects of various writers would, of course, interest me. And I
should like to hear %ieir philosophical premises and conclusions, of
course, argued out, If permitted, I should enjoy participating,
But if that is not a sufficient contrlibution therc vould be this: An
appreciative audience -- Iyself.

LOUISE LEIPIAR: If the Ciub keeps on at the same rate of speed which
started a few rionths back we are liable to end up with a very fine
crganization, I have oniy been a member for a year, but I can see a
vast improvement in that time, Having read Science Fiction and Fan-
tasy lor more years than I care to nention, I for one am very thank-
ful for this opportunity to speak my piece,

CON PZDERSON: Yalt is doing a good Jjob on Shaggy 4D 1949, I hope I
can get a 1ittle done on future issues, and all in all sec a really
fine job of editing and publishing, If finaneing can be balanced
properly, some Iotos, lithos and thicker issues would seen in order,
So the illustrations could probably be improved upon, Right hand mar-
gins are very nice, andg continuing a good job of laying out an is-
sue with precise method in ny wind show that a club organ 1s being
rroduced that's putting itself togethei-~the right way,

TILLIE PORJES: As I am aware that I, as a very rccent addition to
S5F. readers, will never be able to catch up with all that has gone
before, =and all that is actually being produced, I would 1like to
profit by the multifold absorptive potential of the group of &SF,
readers represented in the LASFS. I would like to hear regular re-
viows of the new books, and I would suggest that one rmeeting a nonth
he dedicated to discussion of the lesser magazines, acquainting us
Wwith the better stories which otherwise would go unread, Lat us
have leetures on subjects of unexpected future developuents 1in med-
icine (1like Hubbard's tall on the prolongation of life), expected mu-
tations of the human race due to radiation, developrnents in the
technieal world, future sociological organizations (e.g., based on
"Surmner in 3000", "The Flames") so that the individuals limited
capacity in obtaining information on subjects related to SF. IS off-
set by the advantage of exchanging information with the group, but
T belleve the basis for thisg interchange should be books and arti
-~c¢les and stordes that have appeared in print, not personal musings.
In other words, I want to learn more of the opinions of qualified
wWwriters than o' second hand speculations, I also would enjoy nore
reninicent talks, such as Everett Evans on E,E, Smith, so that we
can get acquaintéd with the person behind the raper pérsonality;get
an insight into the individual that we otherwise know only as a name
signed to & story, I understand that in the past nembers who have
flet them have told the club about Edgar Rice Burroughs, Dr, Keller,
Ae llerritt, and others, and I hope this practice will continue,

DICK TIMTH: Well, as I pull out my astrology charts (refer to AJC'S
speech vhich converted me to this Queen of the Scicnces) I see appro-
aching one of the finest years the LASFS has ever seen, First of all
I s8¢ a fanzine that. all can be proud of, and will rise above rast
publiecationg and become a gemine representative elub magazine, Fur-
therniore, I see that the new policy, recently inaugurated, of planned
speechies before the club will undoubtedly make the cilub’ profitable
intellectually as well as socially, As for myself, I shall deluge
the members further with ny siftings from the field of epistoniclogy.
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Some vecus ago I brought a collection of 51ngular
ohjects Lo the club, and gave 2 talk on the origin
of then, They were Chinese objets d' art and
very unusual, In carlicst China, great reiigious

ing the rituals, ertists”™ in tnec pathering were
called on to carve tihe likenesscs of the various
hely men, on table sized ({three feet by five)
blocks of stonc, 7Then, the vest of these were sc-
lected, and parchiacnt was laid ovér them. The in-
presc LorJ were orought out by rubbing with ink in
wne same mauner We can bring out the imprint of a
coia uncer neper. After the impressions vere coi-
pleted, tha stones were snattered, and the people
vr.1ld return to their honcs,

only been found in one place, and that was an

i Chinas¢ curio dealers, but the only informat

“——"ost twenty dollars an ounce

one is all that is left of another set whi

-k space is packed with Chinese characters,
—+hich can be secn in theo upper right hand c

wWwhatever the parchment is made of, it is
: durable. T™e entire roll has been completely sub
~ierged in muddy water in a flood, but the designs

~—.are unchﬂnwed and the surface is ’unbroken,

] A5 the lettering has never becn translated, we are
: 1 left with a good deal of supposition. Lven as a

raligious gesture it leaves much

that and artist would travel hundreds, and perhap
thousands of miles just for the privilege of draw- .
ing them, Possibly it was a competition, with cer-

“—tain prizes, or honors attachcd.

thc mysterics’ of anciont China,

{estivels were neld every hundred vyears, which;g
drew pilgrims from 21l parts of the counury. Dur—t

The word “Arat® or TAhrat? sccm to be the only
nanes these parchments arc knowm by, T'e word has

dictionary, "hey have been taken to a number of

they could furrish, was the fact the ink would

Therc are seventeen of the drawings, and the onc
shoom is less repulsive than the rest, Thoy.nust
rave been a well fed lot in those days,as tho-pit
-¢hred one is slim in comparison-to the others,
Sixteen of the drawvings form o set, and the odd

destroyed, The originals run considerably higher
on the top than the reproduction shows, and the

old

ion

ch was

onc of
OXMNCT o

certainly

to be desired

~—but, all in all, it secms to be just one more of
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The fabrication of dolls, charms, and potions, is called
witcheraft; the interprctation of teoa leaves, stars, and
tarot cards, is called divination; there's alchemy, neero-
mancy, numnerology, and satanism, and about ncither of thesec
am I going to speak, Hy.discourse hore will be about the
nature, principles, and uscs of Magic, also known as High

Magic, sometimes also spelled Magick, or, as it is technic-
ally known, about Theurgy,
15
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Generally speaking the pricsts werc the onlu ones who knew
such magicgl arts as writing and calenlating with numbers.
As a result, physical science, trigonometry and astronomy,
for insto nce got mixed up with metaphysiecs, religion, and
plain sunersultlon. It became occult science ---- from the
Latin occulere, to hide =---~ hidden that is from the non-
priests, And ‘until Dr, Frcud arrived, psychology suifered
the same fate,

Roughly speaking, psychology divides the mind into the igd,

which says, !'Iwant!; the g@g, which exercises a choice 1nd
says, 'I will' or t!I won't!; and the super-cgo, which acts
as a conscience, 2a censor, and says, ‘A- ah, “you mustn't!',

01ld style psycology alled the promptings of the 1d the

voice of Satan, and the censor activities of the super-ego
an avarencss of God,

So much for religion and theoretical psychology, Theorct-
ical psychoiogy however differs from practical psychology as
relizion 4iffers from magic, All four admit that there are
powers above and below the conscicncness of man, but the
latter two 2lso maintain that thesc powers can be brought
to help man in his daily life, that to a certain extent they
can be controlled. The instruments for control are first,
an awareness of these powers} sccond, meditation {or psycho-
analysis)j and third, identification with the pov.ers,

The nature of the first two instruments is self evident, the
last noviever needs to he examined more closely, Identific-
ation is one of the oldest magical practices and it is ia
use to tri's very day. When the Zulu eats a lion's heart, he
hopes to gain therefrom a lion's courage and strength, he is
trying to identify himself with the lion, and to make doubly
sure he often wears a lion's pelt, thn Johnny Jr, wears a

PLAN HO! TO ATTEND THE CINVINTION IN CINCIMATTI, OHIO IN 1949
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baseball ca» and struts avout like Joe Dilias, he 1s also
trving to identify hiugelf with his hero. ‘/hen the arssus
reads an ad that Torch-laFla..e uscs opr:ly NO-Shir linstick
goo, she does it in tre howe that sho'll have the sane ef-
fect on you as T..'T, -rould have, 1if you cver got clfsosto
aer, And whether she admite it or not, She probably dreams
about -~hat sne would do 1f she were T.L'F., and teanvhile the
dishes remain unvashed,

- 1
In ilazic these sub- and suora-conscious powers are identif-
ied wich various gods, angels, spirits, or other imaginary
DeLngs. When- the lagician therefore wrishes to gain control
over the porers, he identifies himself with the oppropriate
buing by assuning +tne looks, dress, ornaiients, or names
thercof., T:i5 can be done either actually or with more ad-
vanced knowledge, uentally, Boelow 2 little chart of identi-
ties, Reading from left to right, a psychological descrip-
tion according to Juns,, <then a corresvonding list of the
Hatha Yo;a Chakliras, ditto a list of 4 ;yptian God:, and last
one of the cabbalistie Archangels,

L

JUNG CHAKKRA EGYPT ARCHANGELS
Tao Sahasrara C, Ptah A:oun lietra®ton
Aninns Ajra C. Tahuti Raziel
Anire . Visuddhi C, - . Isig Teaphkic)
Femory i . Hazt Tzadkiel
o T . «.)Anahata C, Horus Kamael
Iniellect it. . ) Ra Osiris - Raphael
Dosire PR " llathor Haniel
Reason ., Lidenipura C, Anubis liichael
Instincts Svadistthana C. Shu or P:usht Gabriel y
Animal Soul Muladharz C. Seb Sandalphon

A bricf 1ist like tkhis, without explanation or other comment
will raturelly impart not much knovrled;e. I+ was nresented
mercly to sive an idca of the direction ‘'itich Magsic takesy
and 2lso to serve as a check-list for indepencent rescarch,

So far I have ;jiven yor, as proumised, a briel, very bricfy
survey .0- the nature and prineiples of lMagic. HNow for the
last third, its actual usc, Below you will find a short ,
simple ritual, Psycholozically spceaking, its purpose is to
throv the physical body into a state of relaxation and to
open tlic conscious aind to that flos fro:: the subconscious
vwhich is called inspiration. In magical terms tuis ritual

wil} “raw an- effluence of the Divine Spirit doom into the-

mortal body and the :1ind,

Stand in a gulet room and fcce to the tast, Yith a stecel
dagrer (cither actunl or astral) in your .risht hand, :

1, “Touch the forehead ,.4..., and say ATE!

”», Touch the breast ,........ and say HALKUTH

3. Touch the right shoulder . and say VE~GEBURA]

4. Touvch the left shoulder .. and say VE-GEDULLAN

5. Clasp the hands upon the

breast, dagger point up .. and say LE-ULAH#:, AU,
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The formwla, pronounced Ahtay ga;hag;h Vav-Gavhoorah Vav-
ggxgg?%ghuggy-Ohlam. Aym, is in the Hebrew tongue and means,
roF ine is tne Kingdom and the power and the glory, for-

ever, Amen,' It is the doxology, the formula of Fraise that
comes ‘at the end of the Lord's Prayer,

Before going on, let me stress once and for all and definit-

ely, that there is no relizious imrlication whatsoever, nor
in the preceding, nor in the following.

Now for a few instructions, The numbers are the same =2s
indicate the variocus movements of the ritual,

l. Ateh (Thine): One sees oneself growing beyond all bounds
of human conception, until the earth is but & ' small globea
under one's feet, until the sun is a sphere of fire in one's
heart, and one's head is among the outer st rs, At the same
time a sphere of brilliance fcrms over the head, for as it
sald, "The universe, as known to us, is a joint phenomenocn
of tﬂe observer and the observed," éo since we cannot truly
see ourselves, and yet we wish to see ourselves, we must
draw down and identify ourselves with Him who does see us,

2« ialkuih (The kingdom): The 1light from the sphere above
the head, follows the line traced by the point of the dagger
and flows down into our body, Actually the dagger should be
drawn down to the feet, for the whole body is called 'the
kingdem', but as that is very inelegant (2?) we stop at the
breast, The body 1is gur kingdom, as set apart from the

kingdom whigh is not of Ihi? ¥orld. And so we put the one
below under the protection of the one above,

3 & 4, Ve-Ggburab Ve-Gedullah (and the power and the glory):
The right shoulder is evidently identified with 'Power'!, the
Hebrew word also means 'Strength! tJustiece!, The lcft

shoulder is identified with 'Glory', the Hebrew also means
tdercy', 'Mildness'. and the 1line of 1ight follows the tip
cf the dagger across and back, awakening in the shoulders,
feelings of strength and mildness,

9 Leg=Olahm, #un, (Forever. Amen.): Within the body you
have now formed a cross of 1light which fills your whole self
with warmth and a feeling of strength. But the Spirit and
the body, Jjustice and mercy, are still separate, so now you
draw them together in the center of the cross where your
hands are, You equilibrate them., you balance them out, For
only when Spirit and body truly intermingle only when mercy
is well-mixed with justice, and strength with mildness, can
a true and lasting peace bte found, Izt one outwelgh the
other and only strife will be the result,

As indicated throughout, these rituals and these beliefs may
be seen either from a psycholeogical or from a mnystic point
of view, or from a mixture of both, Though I personally
prefer the former, I would hesitate to try and force anybody
else into acceptance, Let everybody put upon that whichis
set forth his own interpretation. That is the way of Magic,

Finis
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Fifteen were present at the ' annual Christmas party of the Los
Angeles Science Fantasy Society, this time held at the home of Louise
Leipiar, on Thursday evening, December 23rd, The house was beautifully
decorated with a nicely festooned and lighted tree, holly, and mistle-~-
toe (and did THAT get a workout by the wolfishly-minded members!]

After the proup had assembled and had been gabbing about ddese,
dem and dose? for some time, Walt Daugherty began setting up .the equip
-ment generously loaned by Valmah T, Price, Jr., of the Southern Calif-
ornia. Amateur Press Club for the showing of sound movies, First came
tHree reols of science movies which Freddie Hershey had obtained for
us from the General Electric Company. These were part of that con-
cern's ‘Adventures in Science¥ secries, The first showed tricks with
crystals (chemestry); the second some new digcoverics about magnetiam
and the third about the latest developments in metallurgy, All three
proved to be exceptionally interesting,

iast vvas the showing of Louise!s Christmas present to the gang --
the Harch of Time film about atomic discoveries and the first, or
Alamagordo, atomic bomb, This, too, although many had secn it before,
was of special interest to us because we had just recently heard such
a fine talk about it by member Alan Hershey. {The full report is else
-vhere in this issue.)

Santa Claus Ackerman { is there no end to that guy's talents? )
next passed out thc presents which had been liberally heaped beneath
the tree, Everyone got at lcast onc gift through the exchange system
the club always uses, but there were many other gifts that menbers had
bestoired upon their especial friends, The exchange gifts showed unus-
vally-clever ideas dreanied up --- from ray-guns that worked (Daugherty
almost killed Tillie Porjes with his first shot), to collector's itoms
that over-joyed the lucky ones vho received them,

Then, while the party split up into little gabbing groups, sev-
eral ol the members adjourned to the kitchen, from which savory odors
soon began trickling into the scnsitive nostrils of the partyers, lur-
ing them kitchen-ward to sec what was cooking, 19



There was a huge kettle of hot chacolate, delicious Daugherty-
special tuna sandwiches, cup-cakes, liayne Hull tarts, and other delic-
acies, as well as a well chilled bottle of champagne for those whose
taste-buds relish such bubbly excitation.

Conversation for the next hour or so was largely mumbled throurh
rapidly moving Jjaws, and the piles of food seemed magically to dis.n-
tegrat e into nothingness «--w-- as-did the nearly five pounds of rrane
ch Fryed nut-mevts which the thoughtful hostess placed about iz ~he
various rooms in large bouls,

Your reporter, who also rooms at this house, heard just about
every subject beneath old Sol discussed at one time or another during
the evening, The wvay fans will jump from one subject to another, is
one of the major fascinations of such gatherings. Passing fron rooin to
room, one heard discussions on child-raising, meta-physics, semantics
(or general semantics, this poor tired old brain doesn't know the dif
ference), hypnotism, deep-sea fishing, food recipes, writing problems,
reminiscences about some of the old STF and Fantasy and Weird yarns,
the value or harm of the Santa Claus mythoes;' chemical problems, and a
few dirty stories, This went on and on into the so-called wee sma'
hours, Stimulating. no end -- (almost literally ‘'no end").

Those present were A.E.van Vogt, E.-ayne Hull, Louise Leipiar,
Forrest J Ackerman, Walt Daugherty, Alan and Freddie Hershey, "Eleanor
Strattan, Tillie Porjes, Al Ashley, Eph Konigsburg, Dale and Harie
Hart and Z, EZverett LEvans,

This may not have heen the largest party ever held by the LASFS,
but everyone united in saying it was one of the most delightful they'd
ever attended,

And, actually and truthfully, Ackerman arrived CARLY: We repeat,
is there no end to the guy's talents?



in the deve%opment of the Atomic bomb was
gatherinz together enough scientists and technicians to carry on the

various research angles it was necessary to investigate, That was how
I came in,

After the government finished scrabbling around Universities and In-
dustries for qualified men, they began to realize that a large psrcent
~age of tho scicntists and technicians in the Unxtec States had been
sucked into the armed forces,

Aftver investigating further  (about the end of 1943) they discovered
that a large percentage of these men had ended up in ASTP, which no
doubt 211 of you havce heard of, The noxt step vas to actuvally spot
versonnel they were interested in obtaining for the Mianhattan Project,
So, one night in November, 1943, I got a phonc call at my barracks
frat house at the University of Illinois, asking me, or I should say
telling me, to report at the University Armory, I hotfooted it over
there, and found about fifty other Gl's already therc,

The first thing they did was pass out Security Juestionaires, 1f you
arentt familiar with this instrunent of torture, it is designed to
socuceze out every :stem of personal and professional reputation onto a
piece of paper in quadruplicate for the delectation of the big brass
who happened to be interested, Among other thinres, my complete profa-
essional & business life had to be listed, all my relatives right back
t o0 Adam had to be enumcrated, and about twenty referconces were requir-
ed. After a while we got these filled out, and the next step was the
jnterview., One by one we werc vafted into an officc with a fancy fro-
stod door, to be confronted by a real array of talent: <+two army cap-
tains who positively beamed on us in fatherly fashion and two very im-
pressive looking civilians wvho also went out of thuir way to be gentle
and kind, The spokesman was onc of the civilians who I later found
out was cx-Dean Trytton of Browm University, When my turn came, Tryt-
ton questioned me at some longth about my scientific background, He
scumed rather disappointed about my biing a specialist in organic
chamestry, but perlied up a bit whoen he found out that 1 had almost a
college major in physics and a pretty rnood back;round in physical chem
~istry, 21



After the interview we were all taken down to an auditorium, where one
of the captains lct us know that we were being considered for a secret
government project, lochtion of which he could not tell us, But he
went on at great length how we would 2ll be officers a few weeks after
we arrived there, how we would get at legft two furloughs a week, and
would probably get all sorts of extrn atlowances for living off the
post, Then came the elincher. We had to volunteer for this project.
No one would be sent agalinst their will, This was the reason forall
the soft soap. But cven though all of us knew that the captain's
stories were just stories, most of us volunteered anyway, because the
latest method of using up ASTP men at that time was to put them in the
combat infantry. We had nothing to lose. A few weeks later, Just be-
fore Christmas, I received a letter from P.0. Box 1663, Sante Fe, New
Mexico, which contained another Security Questionaire with a request
to fill it out, enclosc a picture, etc., ete, From this I gathered
the project was in Ncw Moxico, that I haa a good chance to get there,
and that I would probably be filling out Security Cuestionaires for
the rest of my life, But I filled it out after discussing it with my

wife, and sent it. A few days later I was on my way along with six
other soldiers, all of them technical men. Our shipping orders were
very hush hush and turned out to be Camp Claiborne, Loulsiana. Our

hearts really sank at this because Claiborne turned out to have the
worst reputation of any army camp in the United States. But after a
whilc we decided that this was just a stopping point, and that is what
it turned out to be. We could not understand, however, why we had to
go to Louisiana in order to get to New Mexico, We didn't realize the
lengths the country was golng to to preserve secrecy. We stayed in
Louisizna eight days, had =2 couple of highly involved sccret talks
. with an intelligence officer there who wes the only one at Claiborne
who kncw where we were going, and finally left for New Mexico on a
private pullman which we were not supposed to leave under any condit-
ions execept at certain stops, Instead of changing trains, our pullman
was changed from train to trein when a transfcr was necessary.

By this time our group had risen to 35, since men had come from other
branches of ASTP to Claiborne, which acted as a gathering point, When
we reached Albuquerque, we were mct at the station by a lone Wac in a
station wagon, and a very depressing sight she was, The Wacs at Los
Alamos were bad cnough as a group, but this particular one was ornery,
ugly and Jjust plain mean, By the time we got to Sante Fe, ninety
milcs away she had us convinced wec were headed for a concentration
camp. When we mentioned furloughs, she laughed so hard she almost
drove the car in a ditch. When we mentioned living off the post she
stopped the car to laugh. Then about twenty miles north of Sante Fe,
we turned off the main highway ontoc a rutted dirt road. This wound
its way up through the mounteins of the Bandelier National Park into
the uninhabited country that surrounds Los Alamos, The road became
worse and worse -- it had recently rained -«- and we felt worse and
worse, Finally we began what the Wac called the last climb ang it
scemed we would never stop climbing, The grade was actually about
five miles long, with a mountain on onc side and a preciplce on the
other. A1l of it complctely unpaved and muddy. Then we came to the
first guard gate.

After the MPs at this gate had donc a lot of telephoning they finally
let us through and we drove anothcr three miles or so to the second
guard gate, Most of the project could be seen from this point and a
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very impressive sight 1t was. The buildings were all green clapboard
and they looked as If they had been thrown up in one day. The road
through the project was a very low grade asphalt and there wasn't a
sidewalk in sight, As soon as we had some lunch, Intelligence got
hold of us again and passed out Skcurity Questionaires. This made us
feel right at home., Then after we had gotter established in our Quar=-
ters, we were taken down to the technical area.

Los Alamos was situated atop a plateaun about 35 miles northwest of
Santa Fe at an altitude of 7200 feet. The technical area was complete
-16 fenced in with barbed wire (fences within fences). In addition to
the tech area there.were many testing sites, the number of which incre
~a2sed as the project grew older. Some of them were only a mile or two
from the project and souwe were as much as ten miles away., ror securi-
ty reasons I cannot discuss them further.

Los hAlamos itself was established about June of 1943, The purpose of
the project was very simple: to make a practical atomic bemb. Chicago
Oak Ridge, Hanford, and possibly Berkeley supplied thz raw materials.
A1l we had to do was decide how to use it. In making this deeision I
belleve some of the most ingenious thinking in the history of the
world was done. Making an atomic bomb wasn't one Broblem. It was a
hundred problems. Each of those had a habit of undergoing fission to
become three or four new problews.

When Los Alamos was established, 1t was set.up along certain lines,
Originally, the planners never dreamed that the population would ever
rise above 3500, but the complexities of the problem grew so tough that
the population eventually reached 7000. The secientific work was divid
-ed into divisions which included Chemistry, Physics, Experimental,
Theoretical and Bomb Physies, Ordinance, Explosives Llectronics, ete,
These divisions were subtdivided into groups, each o% which had a group
leader who directed the activities of his group. iiost divisions had
seminars at weekly or bi-weekly intervals in which progzress was dilscus
~sed. In addition, there was a regular wnckly meeting of all the sci-
€ntist personnel at the project at which progress was discussed again.
Ihis peeting was the event of the week and was held at ona of the pro-
Ject theatres, outside the tech arsa, because as the project progress-
ed and the number of scientists rose to about 500, no other place
could hold them all.

Before a mecting, ildllitary Police would scour the thcatre area from
énd to end, then form a ring around it which closed after the last ac-
credlted personnel were inside., These meetings were usually extremely
intercsting, not only because of the matarial discussed but because of
the personalities involved. Several times during the project's his-
tory, I can recall as many as seven Nobel Frize scientists at a single
meeting =-- Neils Bohr, Arthur H. Compton, Ernest O, Lawrence, Enrico
Fermi, Anderson of Cal Tech, Urey and Rabie of Coluabia, cte. In ad-
dition, there Were many scientists there who had not been so honored,
but wvere at least as good. Such men as Hang Bethe, Otto Frisch, Emil-
1o Segre, Glenn Seaborg, Chadwick of Great Britain -—- the list is end-
less, and of course Oppsnheimer was always therc. Oppy, as he was
known throughout the project was a great persconality as well as a
great scientist and administrator. He was universally liked by the
project versonnel,
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Security at the project was a very serious and involved mattcnr. Lle
mail was censoreéd., All telephong calls were monitored, All telegranrs
were censored, Tha censorship was all done by an office in raasuy
Santa Fe, not at the site itsclf, During the early part of thi nro-
ject, no vacations or furloughs were allowed under any conditicr: 2u
cept extreme emergency.

During the whole project's history, the ncarby citics of Santa Fo und
Albuquergque had a larger F,.B.I. population than the regular civiiian
population. After a while project personnel could smell an F,B.I. mem
~ber two hundred feect away, even with a bad cold.

In addition to all this genheral security the varlious parts of the pro-
ject were heavily guarded by a force of about 500 MPs in all cases
their orders wcre when in doubt -- SHOOT and they did not only have
ocrdinary guns to shootj; several parts of the project were grarded by
machine gun towers,

Each person, no matter how well khown he was, had to praosent a set of
credantials upon entering or leaving a Techn{cal area. One of these
identifications was a badge, which always had to be worn upon the clo-
thing, Theso badges ware of four types, the white badge which meant
scientist, the blue badge which meant technician, a black and yellow
checkered badge which meant laborer, and a paper éadge which was given
to visitors, The last two classes of badges had to be accompanlied by
two iPs per victim, All this of course is a perfect examplc of just
how careful even our country can be when it is necessary. The second
credential was a very involved identification plaque which had a phot-~
ograph, fingerprints, and signature of the carrier and was sealed in
plastiec to prevent tampering, Both badge and plaque had to be shown
or it was "no admittance", Every few months the identificaticn symbol
was changed a little +to be sure they were kceping ahead of any possi-
ble sabotage. I could do a lot mere talking about security precaution
but this should give you the genoral idea.

Housing on the project was a continual problem, When you have a
population increase frou 500 to 7000 people in the space of a year and
a half or so, and the increase is oceuring virtually in the heart of a
wilderness, far removed from any signs of civilization over impossible
mountein roads, attempting to build any sort of medern housing, 1s a
pretty tough proposition, The eivilians, 1f they were single, were
housed in dormitories. farried couples were given apartments as soon
as it was possible. Soldiers had to take pot-luck. This amounted to
more or less Army barracks except that soldiers who were technical per
-sonnel were excused from almost all regular duties, It just wasa't
practical to them to obtain discharges for these army technical men osn
the basis of their scientific dutics. The result was, that a lot of
bad feeling developed between many soldiers and civilians, It isn't
very encouraging for a soldier to be earning 50 Dollars a month, when
a civilian vho works under his supervision earns $400, This caused
more friction at the project than any other single thing, and was a
continual source of trouble. But the soldiers really did have it very
easy for soldiers, and most of them moda the best of things.

Very little foresight was shown in building up the project adequate-
ly to care for 7000 personnel, The soldiers were continually over-
¢rowded, vie were always on the edge of a water and- power shortage,
there were few telephone lincs, and transportation onto and off tnc
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project was very pocr, There was always a car shortage on the project
itself, even though daily travel out to distant sitecs was an important
part of project work. The commissary which supplied the civilians with
food was often poorly stocked with poor merchandise. Until the very
end of the project, not a single sidewalk existed anywhere, and there
wasn't a single 1light on the roads at night despite the fact that
there were many children on the project.

The technical area 1loocked like Shanty Town from outside, but in
-side were undoubtedly the finest equipped laboratories that have ever
existed, On materials, the bomb project had priority over everything
in the worild, A1l that any technical man had to do was think about
wanting something from a 200 ton steel cylinder to the total supply in
the country of any rare element, and it was delivered immediately, air
express, without any c¢f the usual army red tape. I can't help think-
ing that if we had that kind of collaboration between science and
government in all sciences at 211 times like the kind we had then that
any problem might be solved in almost no time.

But, as the project grew older, tho red tape surrounding the
scientists grew thicker and thicker, until when the war ended, almost
all the first rate scientists 1left the project, and went back to the
Universities or Industries.

After we had errived at thc project and gone through the security
rigamarole, we finally got into the technical area, where we were div-
ided into groups according to our specialties and interviewed by var-
ious group leaders. I was put aside for the chemistry division, of
course, and the man who interviewed me was the group leader in charge
of Uranium chemistry. He was a rather young physical chemist named Dod
-son, and ha probably selected me more because I put down my hobby as
Science=-Fiction, than bscause he thought I would be of any great value
to him, It turned out that he was a Science-Fiction Fan from way back
especlally E.E.Smith, and A4, Merritt. He had saveral autographed cop-
ies of Science-Fictlion and Fantasy books which we used to gloat over
together, He knew lierritt at one time, and is a partty good friend of
E. E. Smith, who acknowledges having received technical help from him
in casﬁ anyone is interested in the recently published boock "OF WORLDé
BEYONDY,

Naturally I got aleng pretty well with Dedson, and I found that there
were many cther Science~rlection fans among the scientists at the pro-
ject. Joe Kennedy, the head of the chemistry division was always
snooping around for the latest Astounding. And since only two copies
of the magazine ever got to the stands on the project, it was usually
quite a contest to see who would get them first., Whenever an atomic
bomb story would emerge in Astounding, merc excitement resulted than
if a terrific piece of progress had been made on the bomb itself.

The york that I did for the six months I remained in Dodson's
_group, involved problems in the purification of Uranium. For certain
reasons, Uranium had to be obtained 1literally almost free of impur-
ities for certain experiments of the physies grougps. My job was to
work out procedures to do this, and actually put the procedures to
work on certain samples of Uranium 235 that were given to me. At one
time I had an £0-gram sample of Uranium 235 that at the time, was es-
timated to have a manufactured value of about Five Million Dollars.
Since Uranium is net a terrifically dangerous material, I was pretty
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happy with this job. Othcr radicactive clements that we used at the
project were an cntirely different story. An example of thot is Plu
tonium, of which a dangerous dose is about seven millinths of a »7ir-

Plutonium, similar to Radium, is not easily climinated onee it crio%s
the body., A percentage of it settles in the bones, and gets »r = .
of dirty work. The plutonium laboratoriecs wvere in a very spenially
constructed building, built below the level of the ground, and =2-7.-
taining no outlets except onc airlock and a special air condiiioa L
system which kept the buillding cntirely dust free. People woald <t -
ter the building through the airloeck, and be grected by a deicgaziir
of assorted M.P,'s and hecalth personnel who made sure first of 2il
that they were supposed to be there, and sccondly, that they want
through all the proper procedurcs for cntering and ieaving the buiidf-
ing without sprcading contamination. The first thing a person enuui-
ing the bullding had to do was make a Somplete change cf clathiul,
and put on special cloth boots which were supposed tc prevent getting
any radioactive material on shoes which might possibly gct outside of
the building., The entire building was constructed with a special eye
toward avoliding the spread of contaminaticn, The floors, desks,
walls, were all as non porus as they could be made, so that radio
active material could not be trapped on their surfaces. This bulld-
ing had a constant health patrol who wandercd around with radioactive .
snoopers Xnown as 'plutos! which were used to locate hot spots, When
such a spot was found, thc area was secaled off and decontamination
souads immediately went to work. The personnel in the building,poor
kids, had all sorts of tests performed on them at least twice a weck
to make sure they weren't going to undergo fission. If urine anal-
ysis or blood analysis or nose analysis indicated they had a danger-
ous amount of radioactive material in their body, they were lald off
until these tosts showed that the radiocactive level had gone down, I
knew pcople in certain radicactive laboratories who could not appro-
ach certain types of Gelger Muller counters, because they cmitted so
much radiation they broke down the counter, If any of thesc people
got above what the health group called the danger tolerance 1evel,
they were transferred to another line of work. On leaving D building
each pcrson had to go through two showers and wash themselves follow~
ing a certain ritual which was always carefully observed by the
health group. The Plutonium laboratorics however, were not the worst
1abs 2t Los Alamos,

At that time ccrtain of the Ordinance divisions were lagging way
behind the rest of the project, and Oppy was reguesting volunteers
for this work, most of which was done at outlying sites, I volunteer-
ed and for the next year worked in the field of high explosives, not
theorctically but actually., After a-while when the urgency of the
work increased it was nothing unusual to stay out all night at one of
these sites and sleep: in a rcom with as much as a ton of high explos=~
ives laying around loosec, The main danger in working with this type
of material isn't thc danger but thefact that you mey forget the dan
ger. A high explosives man 1s allowed to make exactly zZero mistakes.
Aside from the danger from explosion almost all high cxplosives are
extremely toxic and all the mer who worked with them were Kept on a
high level of vitamin and milk diet supplemented by the same old per-
jodic examinations. Work at the sites wasn't at all comfortable., Most
of them were located in canyons in the mountains surrounding Los Ala-
mos and it certainly got cold there. A lot of this work was done out
of doors and there wasn't much to the buildings at these sites, for
guite a while after I was sucker c¢nough to volunteer to do this work,
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but as a result of it I got the chance to go to Alamagordo, and see
the first atomic bomb detonated. -

Various laboratories at the projeect were extremely interesting
from the viewpoint of sheer danger. One of these was located in one
of the innumerable canyons which infest that areaz and involved :ork
with a certain artificial radiocactive element that was so dangerous
that all) work with it was done by remote control, Not the remote con=-
trol that they show pietures of in the magazines. occasionally, but
with the operator never aprvroaching closer than 75 feet from a five ft
thick concrete wall behind which a rather small amount of thils mater-
ial was processed. These operatcors were allowed to work at ths ccr-
trols for not more than thirty minutes a day, and not all of that at
one stretch,.

Another laboratory, one of the most important at the project, was
located in still another canyon. I can still remember the day at that
particular lab when the critical mass of uranium 235 was approached
for the first time. Most of the famous scientists were there includ-
ing such men as Fermi, Cppenheimer, Comton, Donald Kerst, ete.. Don-
ald Kerst, the inventor of the electron accelerator, the betatron, wvas
given the honor of being at the controls as critical mass neared, wvut
he didn't appreciate the honor, He was a young fellow of about 28 at
the time, very much lacking in stage presence, Not only that, but no-
body was absolutely certain exactly what would happen with the possi-
ble exception of Fermi, who is cuite a guy. Kerst began to shake,
broke out in a cold sweat, and finally Fermi took over and carried the
experiment through. It was quite a thrill to hear the counter doubl-
ing and redoubling and redoubkling and redoubling before the safety de-
vice was thrown,

Another experiment in the saimme laboratories was the famous one
.nown as 'tickling the dragon'’s tail!, It was this particular set-up
which caused the death of- the only two scientists killed at Los Alamos
and the ironical part of it was that both deaths occurred after the
bomb had been perfected 1in a military sense. Both men died through
their own carelessness and were not the herces of sclence that the
newspapers have a tendency to make of every sclentist who is ever kil-
1ed. What actually happened to these two men was that they were both
killed by a terrific burst of nuetrons caused by accidentally approach
~-ing ecritical mass in this apparatus which I can't describe, The re
~-sult of such an exposure is not imsediately apparent., The first man,
whose name was Harry Daghlien, actually dismantled the assembly with
his bare hands when the accident happened. This was done in panle. If
anything of danger to the project impanded, it would have happened al-
most instantaneously, Baghlien was 0.K. after this exposure for a few
hours and then hc began to disintigrate......At least that is what it
amounted to. The nuetron exposure resulted in very extensive protien
destruction all over his body. I won't go into any details., It took
Daghlien seventeen days to die, and he was rational up to the last
day.

Another intercsting part of the projeet was the various siovk=-
YOoOoms. These stockrooms were so complete that it was incredible even
to think of it, Most items were considered expendable, ineluding plat-
inum. and, in several of these stockrooms you were permitted to go I1n
at night when no attendant was present and take anything you plcased,
For the platinum room, those who had white badges and used a lot of
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platinum were given keys sc  that they could go in a2t night and tale
what they pleased, I had one of thesc keys at onc time, and it was o
expericnce to come into this room which must have contained at leac

million dollars worth of platinum, Sumecbody at the project had to .o
some cxperiments on Pa at one time, so the government got together the
entire world's supply of this element =----- vhich amounted to about 38
mgs, and sent it to the project., At onc time they thought that the el
~cment rhenium was going to be necessary, Once ~gain, the world's
supply -- about o pounds -- was sent to the projeet, A certain com-
plex instrument was schadules to be sent to the project, It cost 50,
000 dollars to make, When it got there they. decided against the ox-
periment and it wos never used, A steel cylinder which weighed two
hundred tons was schecduled to be used as part of the first bortb test
at Alamagordo, Spccial techniques had to be cdeveloped in the eastern
mills to make this cylinder the way they wanted it, ‘/hen it was made,
they discovered thot there was only one flatcar in the country that
could transport it, and that at many places along the line the- road-
bed had to bc strengthened, They finally got it to Alamagordo, then

decidod not to use it, When the bomb was dectonatec in New liexico
this ecylinder was standing upright on a concrecte lip coxactly half a
mile from the bomb tower. The force of the shocl: wave tilted this
cylinder.

Towarc the end of my stay at the project many thousands of 'dael-
lars "wortn of platinum was buried forever, because it was so impregna-
ted with rodioactive matter that it could not be cleaned.

I went down to the bomb site on July first. They had the usual
lincup of muchiine zun towers dowvm thcre, no rocds, and complcte deso-
lation., The nearest town, population 2 and a half, was called San An-
t one, This was at least 20 miles from the site, but it was evacuated
for the test, The arca itself was ye complete descrt, with only sage

brush, mesquite, and Joshuas to relieve the monotony. Just like in
the cowboy storics. It was a very largc valley surrounded on all
sides by the grimmest, most jagzed mountains I have cver scen. The

Base Camp was 20 nmiles from the Bomb tower and consisted of a few
shacks, barracks and workshops. The personnel therc was mostly sol-
dicrs of the Construetion Detachment at Los Alamos, with a fewr scien-
tists and technicians and many liPs, From the time I got down there un-
til the time the bomb was detonated, the least time anyone worked was
15 hours » day. This applies to Los Alamos, too. Thev had to sunply
the Bomb! Ve werc working against time. The armed forces had massed
350,000 men for the invasion of Japan, and the only thing delaying
that invasion was the Bomb., So, if you want to take a selfish view of
the Bomb ... it may heve destroyed o lot of lives, but if “the lives
lost hadn't been of one race, they would have been of another. Ve
detonated the Bomb on July 17th. By August 3rd, the first Bomb couk
have been dropped on Hiroshima, but very bad weather delayed in until
the sixth., The second Bomb reached Tinian and left Tinian very rapid-
ly--on the eighth, And fiftcen minutes before we were ready to ship
the third one overseas, orders came through to stop it. In other
words, the war was esscntially over, I knew the fellow who put the
finishing touches on that bomb, and he had been up all night doing it.
He couldntt make up his mind whether to be in a good or a bad humor
that day, and ended up by going to slcep.

The night before the bomb was dotonated in New licxico, a terrific
electrical storm came up. It was probably the first time 1in ycars
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that Alamagordo had had one,. And there we were with everything ready
to go, the bomb already up in the tower, lightning bolts slashing the
sky and every possible bad condition for the test that could possibly
exist, A lot of the radio communication involved in the test was
supposed to have been handled by planes, and did they ever have a time
as static drowmed out everything, and flying in that area is no picnic
under even good conditions,

T-e bomb was doszged by bad weather in all three cases, The Hiro-
shima bomb was delayed thrce days, The Hagasaki bomb was completoly
messed up by the weather, Actually- the Nngasaki bomb was a good deal
more destructive than the Hiroshima, but it was dropped 3/4 of a mile
off target and did less damage, This is how it happened:

The bomb plane took off for the primary target, which was NOT
Hagasaki, and was supposed to rendevous there with two other planes,
a pressure instrument plane and a photography plane, A complecte cloud
blanket covered tiis primary tarzet 8o that the bomb plane went on to
the secondary target, HNagasaki, It was just as bad as Nagasaki, but
they decided to stick it out there, wait for the other planes and drop
the bomb by radar. But after waiting almost onc hour, the other planes
had not shosvred up, They zot their signals mixed and stayed at the
primary f{arget, Finally, they saw their gas was very low so they de-
cided to drop the bomb without the other plancs, The bombardier start-
ed to get ready to drop the bonb by radar when a rift in the clouds
appcared, H:> got excitod and dropped the bomb without radar and with-
out a corrcction for wind-drift, So -- it didn't exactly hit where it
was supposced to hat,

In conclussion, I'll give you a few facts about the power of the
New Iluxico bomb, These figures arc quoted from Hans Bethe, head of
the theoretical Physies division at Los Alamos, so thev ought to be
prietty good. I quote:

Myhen the many measurements were evaluated it turned out the *on-
er-y rclease was close to what was expected o.. theoretical greunds, In
fact, it was slightly more. The blast eguivilent was about 10,000 tons
of THT, This was the greatost explesion in historv, Oppau in 1923
was only 5,000, Halifax was slichtly more than 3,000,"

Ti.e. conditions that must have prevailed in the active material
during the explosion were fantastic, The temperature vas probably near
100 million degrees; morc than four times the temperaturc at the cen
ter of the sun, and over ten thousand times that at the surface, The
pressurc was over 100 billion atmospheres, once again more than at the
center of the sun,

The radioactivity of the fission products that were formed was,
at one hour after the explosion, equivalent to a million kilograms of
radium. The total worldts suppiy of radium is about one kilogram, The
effect of this tremeondous radiation was wlainly visible as a blue cor-
ona surrounding the cloud that was rising, For the first tenth of a
second, light was emitted of the order of ten billion kilowatts, which
is far more than all the electric power produced in the entire world,
The light intensity was great cnough so that  very conceivanly that
flash might have been seen froi: another planet,
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A month or so ago | gave a casual talk at the LASFS about, or per-

haps round about would better describe 1t, Esperanto. There were not
even’ any notes In connexlion with 1It, and nonz werz taken: and now! have
bzzn askzed to transcribe the spzzch. The followling Is nezcessarily a
very rutt approximation ot what | salds

WHEN L. RCN HUBBALC recached Mars 1n 1965 In the Helnlelin-sponsored
rockztship Tondelzvo, he experienced no difficulty whatseever In conver-
sing wlth the Martlans, as thzy all spokz via mentelzpathy, | wish |
could tel! you that were true, my fricnds, but It stmply isn't. Instzad
h: tound existing a condition which Edmond Hamilton had once predicted:
MARS was a world made up of all the Ideas z2ver drezamed up by sciznce
tiection authors! There in the dezad sza bhattoms of Barsoom were Bur-
roughs!' varicolored racess and th2n again therz wer2z the chrysanthzmum-
headzd Martians ot Nanly Wade Wzl Iman: Wells' orlalnal sguid-kids--zven
Wzinbaum's Twzz2l. To confusz th2 lanquage situation, there was even a
talking horse--or, rather, talking thoat. You are al!l famillar, | take
lt, with th: thoat, Burroughs' 8-1lzqgadd equinz. W211, Hubbard had a
tine idea about thls,

Ron brot a blg grz2en-bloodzd thoat back to Earth
to run him Ia the raczs at Santa Fantta, Naturally, with B legs, he-ran
away wlth the race, and there was Nothing In the Rules to dlsquallty him
as hz had carefully studled the Upknown novelet by L. Sprague deCamp of
the same mane--! mean name--| was thinklng of a horsz of a different
collar,-to paraphrase, or steal a phrase, made locally famous by momber
Konigsberg.

Can you Imagine 1t2 A talklng horsel! Why, bettors weren't
kidding when they sald they goft thelr dope stralght +trom the horse's
mouth. And in short order Hubbard's cubbard was no longer bare, He
went on to develop his Imperted thoat. He gave him singling lessons,
s2ant him to thz tinest teachers hzrz and abroad. And at |last he was
ready for his début.

TH HOLLYWOCD BOWL was packed salad---pardon me,
solid. The ¢rowd of muslc lovers sezthed with 2xcitem2nt on th2 verge
of a new musical expertgnc2. Hlistory was to be madez this nitz,

Proudly
the thoat pranced onte the stagz. Disdainful of thz mlcrophone, confl-
dznt ot the power of his unamplifizd vocal chords, he took hls position
just |~tt ot cantcr. Qur thoat was about to emote when-==a t2rrible
thing happ2nz2d: There was a cloudburst! The thoat was drench2d!l As
ther 2 ar2 no rainstorms on Barsoom, he was complatzly susczptiblz, and
immzadia tzly caught a coltl Hubbard trizd to pull tn his bridle and |zad
him otfstagz, but he Insisted on singing in the reoin, as it were, But
all hz could manage was a hoarse latt!

Thls unfortunate Incident washed
Hubbard up, and at last report hz had sunk from hls rz2spactable position
of horsc-raczr to his tormer shady occupation of sclznce fiction writzr.
He still carrizs the headline with him that klllad hls carzer as the
managzr of a singing Martian horses CONCERT CANCELED BY SORE THOAT....
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THE MORAL of the foregolng account.must surely be obliviouss Who

Is the greater Jsckass, man or mule? Man, lost In his morass of 2000
difterent lanquajges, cenrot talk to man. Surely this 1s fcod for thoat,
and that aln't hay, because they don!'t grow hay on Mars, Even a |ugo-
slavian Jackass can talk teo another jackass, say {from Hirdustan. Yes

they can. Have you never heard of Assperanto?

And that brings me te
the subject B my tslk fonite. 1n 1965, when a lifttlz Mar tlan lad--let

mz szz, | belicve hls namz was Tifus Groen~-yes, Tltus Groan----when he
came to Earth.in his Interplummetory shocketrip, hz had no difticul ty
whatsoever in understardling Earthmen. Naturally! Thzy all spoke Farth-

tan! -His scizncz triction magascenzs had przparzd him tor this, Many
copizs on the wvisiscreen had he read of Earthly Adventure Tales, Un-
Martlan Stories, Planet "3" Perils, -tec. Greatly had hz been enarossed
by thz2 vivid imaginings of O'Tissdelbzr Tkllne, Ral Fmllne Farli, Aevan
Ednamayn, and other masters of ImagInation, who, tho they varlzd 1In
thetr d2scriptions of Earthman-—trom monstrous 2-2zyad, 2-czarzd, Qearmead,
?-lzgged, 2-faced, 2-awful to describz crzatures to handsome quadrupl e-
humpzd camzl-lik2 Marsmuen--always agrezd that the Invading Ear thmen, no
ma tt2r how grecat thalr lniqulty, shar-ad on-= outstanding ublquity which--
walt a minutz, arzn't you inextricably mixed ugp in that sentznce by now?

| am! What | started out very simply to say was that al! authors agrzzd
Earthmen spoke a unlversalanauage, Earthian. Whereas, as you and |
know, this Is not the case at all. And when Titus Groan feound this out,
he returned to Mars, e broken Martian. All his I1fe he had been dls-

crininated ageinst because he had been born on the wrong side of the
canals, and he had counted on his h2rolc conauest of Earth to raise him
in the ¢eyzs ot Camellia, the gorgzous camel-qirl whose tamily owned an
I8 room gondola on swertly scented Canal #5.

Now the things | have bzen
tzlling vou may have occastonally struck you as mildly ridiculous--t8
understate an understatement--but, to be sertous with you now, | cannot
conczive of anything much morz ridiculous than our Babel barrier here on
carth. Two thousand languages--actuallyl--for one small planet. QOddly
enut, 200C attempts have been made by visionary individuals to crzate
and introduce artiticial languages. Ro, Novlal, Volapuk, Glora, {do--
onz wis wor ked out right herz In the United Statzs back about (850! Ro
!s a kind of siphabetical attalr whe2rz your sentenczs sound sonzthlng
[1ke see-ay bez-oh oh-kay-el-pez et-jay. Volapuk sounds |1ike nothing on
Earth that | know of--ier Instance, 1-2-3-4, a5 | rzcall, fis pronounced
bahl-tayl-kezl-fole. Compare with Esperantols ynu, du as In duet, trl
as in trlo, kvar as in kvartet, kvin as 1In kvintuplets, etc. .

| got in-
ter2stad In Espzranto a long timz2 ago by r:adlng about 1t In sciznce
fiction stertes. But | didn't know it was a r2al thing, | thot 1t was a
convention used among authors, Ilke the Necranomicon. | Just thot Fran-

cls Flagg, the author of "The Planzt Juagler®, and oth=rs, had tacitly
agrz:d to namz thz mythlecal lanavagz of thz fyuture Esprranto. My ax-
elt:mznt knew no bounds whzn 1 lcarn2d it was a rzal {anguage, and |
lost no timz in lzarning It, This lz2d In - titmz to my talking 1t with
Farnswor th Wright of W:zird Tal2s and Chas. Hornig of F ture Fliction,
translating a revis:d version of Theo. Sturgzon's 'Memorial™, corrzspone
ding with stfans in Gormany & Holland and oth=r intzrcsting Individuals
In Cz2choslovakia, Pussiea, China, "Japan, Arg2ntina, Jugosiavia--cvan the
Unit:d Stafcs, w211, | could borz you all nitz by ré&sumfing ths bane-
fits itts bacn to m2, but evary timz | opzn my bufo (mouth) | put my
pizde {foat] in it. How zlse do you think | :vzr | zarncd Espz2ran-toe?
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This is the age of science ~- the age of the atom bomb and. penicillin,
the age of enlightenment and knowledge. It is also the age in which
morc people belicve in astrology, palmistry and tea-lecaf reading than
ever beforc in the history of mankind,

That is possibly because therce are uwore people in the world today, and
because modern tcchneology gives better methods of distributing mail-
order superstition to thosc people, ;

There are 25,000 professional astrologers in the United States today,
Therc are a dozen cstrolopy magazines with a combined circulation ex-
ceceding.a million copics a month, Two hundred ncwspapers throughout
the land offer the guidance of a daily horoescope scrvice to 25,000,000

readers ~---- all of these, of course, do not avail themselves of this
valuable counsel, and yct, when the LéNDON TIlES --- onc of the great-
¢ st newspapers in the world --- decided to drop their daily horoscope,

they roceived ovor a thousand letters and telegrams the first day.
Noedless to say, they reinstated it, It has been estimated that the
numbers of dcvout adhcrants to astrology in the U, S. is 3,000,000, In
a single year they bought more than 1,000,000 cepics of tho astrologi-
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cal annual, Ihg kigon Sisn Bogk, at +1.00 a copy. Thcy pay from $1 to
%5 for nimeoyraphed horoscope from nail-order operators, and up to
290 each for versonal consultations with the more exclusive secers, 4
specialist 1in financial prognostication talkes in a reported $50,000
from Tall Streat believers alonc. Our total ¢xpenditures for assorted
asirological abracadabra is an estimated $20,000,000 a year--or about
twice the sum spent in 1947 for research in all the scicnces.  (These
rlgurcs are mostly taken from the August, 1948 SCIEICE ILLUSTRATED's
:rriclg, "Is Therc a Doctor Of Cosmic Sciencea In The iouse! by Carlton
- Br'own, .

Juzt what is it that makes this subject so attractive ta so many pco-
ple? First, it would seem to be a fear of tho future, and astrology,
winlch claims to prediet the future, gives them a sense of security,
The second factor is megalamanic trends, Some are interested in psy-
enology, for example, because of the sense of power it gives them to
knov what is motivating their fellow nen - the same is true of as-
trology. TWith astrology, it is possible: 1, To know everycne's basice
personallity traits and 2. To know the Tuture, That right there makes
a person a veritable demi-god; what orec could you ask?

(If you wish a defense of astrology from an astrologer's viewpoint; I
roler you to any book on astrology; practically all such devate their
firgt few chapters to defense of the subject, re Grant Lewi's "iS-
TROLOGY IF'OR THE MILLIcigM aignt be "recomnended".)

It is surprising how well astrology works in retrosvect. 4Any a2strolo-
gar can take the life of a man long dead and show how his life vas in-
fluenced by tha stars, Such suceess in predicting the future is scl-
dom found, however, For instance, in the above mantioned bork, whose

first edition was published in 1939, certzin propheeies are maée con-
cerning Hitler (page 54) in which it is stated =alter long analysis
thet he could not possibly exist beyond lay, 1941, Hoviy the seconé
cdition of the book was published in 1941 after the propheciss had
failed to come true, But, explains Hr, Lowi, the prophecy was only
meant in o poetical sense, ..

In 1936,-3r. Lewl prophesicd that if Roosevelt ran for a second term
it would be dismstrous for him, In 194G, he prophcsied that if Roose-
velb ran Tor a third term it would be disastrous to him. I don't know

L
wiint he did in 1944 but I'11 bet naarly anything that when Roosevalt
died in 1945, Up, fowi sald something llke the following: "Sea, I
teld you sof If he hadn't run for those second and third terns this

wouldn't have happened...!

Perhaps thesc statements are not devastating arguments against astrol-
oby (inasmuch as they were selected) but I believe that they repre-
scnt  a basically correct picture of the general level of rigor on
witlch the astrologer carries on his WOTKeveoo

ssssetiric Tenple Bell reports that one astrologer stated that before
ine discovary of Pluto all astrolosy was false since they weren't take
ing it into aceount, Ellen llcCaffery, in her book, "ASTROLOGY: ITS
HISTORY Ai::D INFLURNCE OH TiZ WCSTERI TTORLDY disagrees, however, She
says that the discoveries of Urcnus, Neptune and Pluto didn't change
1t one bit (they just added more to it) and quotes a passage frem tho
5¢i§iu? hagazine, EEP?EE’ fﬂg April, 1938, which in turn, quotes the
following from page, 3 of the jpuzl af ﬁgngfL;gg ﬁgayglggz by Forn-
alhaut, publlshgd b§ the Vigot B?Bthersgrn aris in - :
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i planet exists beyond Heptune.
It «will .be called Fluto."

A remarkable prophacyl Or, at least, so it would at first appear.h
1ittle reflection, however, will remind us that from the peried 1590-
1930, the faverite pasttime of the.astronomers (professional and oth-
erwise) was the search for trans-licptunian planets, that it was firmly
believed that there were several there =2nd that there were many false
alarms. (See Charles Fort's "Now Lands" and "Lol"). As to the name,
a sinple process of elimination and a knowledge that the names of the
planets vwere selected from those of Roman geds will soon dispel our
awe, (This new planet would be in the darkest renches of the vold --
Pluto was the god of the dark depth.)

Miss MeCaffery also reports that Formalhaut prophesies that after Plu-
to two new planets will be discovered and she comments, "Giving the
correct name of a planet undiscovered until thirty-three years later
was evidently psychic but not so that new planets would be disccvered.
This, dndeed, has becn known for ages that in order to complete our
twelve planetary rulerships, we need two nsw plancetsea.”

Vionderful! Two more. That means we have ten now! Miss MeCaffery ex-
plains that the sun and the moon are to be counted as planets alsc.
But that makes glgyan, not ten. Of course, other astrologers dissgree
.and state that only the moon is another planet, ("The relationship of

‘dstrology to palmistry is obvious," states one astrologer. "There are
ten plancts =~ there ara ton fingers." Oh, but what is going to hap-
_pen when those two other planets are discovercd?)

This last demonstratcs the extent to which astrology 1is oriented to
the astronomical beliefs of the past, Those pasic assumptions inher-
ent in the astrology of today wcre present in the astronomy of the
fifteenth century. 4astrology is able to perpotuate itself because the
avorage person has fantastically outooded beliefs concerning the real
structure of the universe and of the solar systen.

I have a friend who is an astrologer. One day, I mentioned quite ecas-
ually interplanetary travel and my enthusiasi concerning it,. He had
guite a negative reaction -- he told me right then and there that I
was "erazy-and given to wild and improbable idecs.

The violence of his reaction set me to viondering: "Just what is going
to happen to astrology when a few years from new we're sailing blithe-
ly off to lMars and Jupiter and the ifoon?" I think that when that hnp-
pens, the popular conceptions concerning the solar system and planets
are goling to change; and it won't be to the better as far as the as-
trologers are-concerned.

Oh, it's possible that astrology will survive, I can visualize an as-
trologer on liars in the future casting a horoscope and saying, "Well,
the planaet Earth is in conjunetion with lercury and that means,.."

But it's not very likely, At least, I don't like 1it,
I think that you and I (if the atom borblets don't get us) are going

to sce the last of Earth's greatest and longest lived, organized su-
perstition,

The End
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MAILING BUREAU

Frns from outside the Los Angolos gencral arca often
are lost as to the addresses of the loecal fans © and
their phone numbers, This (incomplete) list makas a
small effort to help the situwation, But, please re-
momber, this is not compleote and is not a listing of
the Los Angecles Scicence Fantasy Socicty's members,

Forrest J Ackerman - 236% N, New Hampshire, Hollywood L - (FE 2231)
Mark Blank - 3567 Los Angeles Street, LA 7 (RE9516)

Don Bratten. .- 14302 Miranda Strect, Van MNuys, Calif,

Charles Burbee - 1057 S5, Normandie, LA 6 {FI 3200)

Vic Clark - 4418 Viost Pico (apt 1OL) (WY 9303)

Cy Condra - 3538 Trask, Playa D:cl Roy, Calif. (AR 4-9712)

Lora Crozetti - 745 South Union (apt 5) LA 1L

Hal Curtis - 428 South Verdugo Road, Glendale, Calif,

Walt Daugherty - 1305 West Ingraham, LA 14 (EX 6852)

G. Gordon Dewey -~ Box 2181, Hollywood 28

Dave Fox - 1531 Orange Grove, Glendale, California

Dale H-rt - 4167 S, Raymond street, LA 37 (AX 1-8156)

Alan & Freddy Hershey - 6335 King Ave, Bell, Calif, (LO 5-6915)
Russ Hodgkins - 774 Caliburn Drive, LA 2 {PL 9265%)

R, A, Hoffman -~ 922 West 36th St,, LA 7 (RI 7-1335)

Charles Hornig - PO Box 1173, Los Banos, Calif,

Eph Konigsberg - 1941 Estrella Ave., LA 7 (RI 996L)

Louise Leipar - 1941 Zstrella Ave., LA 7 (RI 9964)

Dave Lesperance - 8353 Creigton (OR 2-3348)

Len Moffatt - 6766 Hannon Street, Bell Gardens, Calif,

Gene Moreton - 5516 Corteen Place, North Hollywood, California
Kris Neville - 1531 15th Strcet, Santa lionica, California
Evard Noble - 1735 South Burlington, LA &

Bob Olsen - 4300 West 170th Street, Lavndale, Calif, (FR 4-5912)}
Bob Patrick - 1435 North Pacific Ave,, Glendale 2 (CItrus 3-2645)
Con Pederson - 705 Vest Kelso, Inglewocod, Calif,

Elmer Perdue - 524 Vest 46th Street, LA 37

Phil Rash -~ 715 West 1l2th strect, LA Li

Ross Hocklynne - 4122 Toluca Lake Avenue, Burbank, California
Bill Rotsler - 287 Carondclet, Li 4 (FE 5092)

Mike Scoles - 120 South Serrano {DR 6502)

Fred Shroyer - 3798-7/8 South Vermont, LA 37

Paul Skecters - 109 iiest Washington St,, Pasadena 3 (Syc 7-8633)
£ldred Smith - 4331 Burns avenuc, LA 27

Oliver King Smith - 300 North Paim Dr., Beverly Hills, Cnlif,
Rick Sneary - 2962 Santa Ana Strecct, South Gate, California
Bryce & Marsha Walton - L4108 liarathon Street, Hollywood

Gus Willmorth - 1503-3/4 12th Ave,, LA 6 {RE 1-3575)

AE van Vogt & I, iayne Hull,- 476 Hartford Ave, LA 13

Jean Cox - 628 South Bixel, LA 1L (IU 6688)

Kenneth Bonnell - 628 South Bixel, LA 14 (11U 6688)

Dick Timmer - 1055 Ingraham, LA 1li

Everett Evans - 1941 Estrella Avenue, LA 7 {RI 9964)

Bill Crawford - 8318 Avalon Blvd, LA 3

Stan VWoolston - 12832 SV, Garden Grove, Cnlifornia

Rick Strauss - 6811 Hollywood Blvd (HD 4181)

Neison Himmel « 628 South Bixel, LA 14 (LU 6588)



