


/ e 1 an editorial:
%

IN THIS eruel world, it iz the fate of lost ceuses to

be forgotten. John Brown's body liea a-mouldering in

—= the grave; Bonnie Prince Charlie lost both his battle

@ and feme at Culloden... who remembersg the short but tra-
4 _) gic histories of the Orenge Free State, the Volga Ger-

man Republie, the Appalachian State of Franklin? (I am

gomewhat hampered by the fact that I have to use fer-
gotten causes that evervbody knows ebout...)

But the one lost cause that nobody seems to forget is tha pitiful case of John
Van Couvaring, editor. I caen think of no more hopaless cause than that of

he known as "The Man Without s Magazine." The man acorned by his contri-
butors. reviled by his publishera, without a scrap of stencil in which to

hide his nakedngss of acheivement, One of the lostest causes ever known to
man,.. an ugly abortion of an idea which aomehow pulled through,..the "Junior
Issue" of Shaggy was like an anvil around the neck of its editor. The cholce
was not sink or swim; it was sink or get sunk.

The cage of Yan Couvering, boy man, is thrown up...even regurgitated...time
after time, and given various epitaphs: "Man, I'm glad I'm not in his shoes,"
"College can't take all that time," and, "Well, whaddaya want from & goddam
Outlander, anywayt" =~

I toke some consolation from the fact that Junior Memberships...and the Junior
Mamber issue...have been done away with. But that's just closing the barn
after the cats have been let out of the bag, Since the night the Junior Is-
sue was announced, you haven't had any Junior Members.

There was Glenn Crahbs, who promised to dash off a monograph on Toxicology.

I think he went back In Hiding. Terzian, atout fellow, offered a book ra-
view. To him I am indebted for making enm offer at a time when all I had was
mere promises, Hernhutter volunteered two complete book-length novels, five
novelettes and many other shorter, more meaty yarns, all written in longhand
on three-hole notebouk paper, Faul Gordon smiled his glasay smile and said
that he end Campbell had an agreement which forbad his donating any free me-
terial in order to protect Astounding's ssalesa,

In addition, I pinned down a brace of unplumbed pigecns from the outer wilds
and got them talked imto sending me something to do with Junior College life
and the fan. They went away thinking that if that was supposed to be funny,
it was a dammed poor idea of a Joke. May ell their girl friends wear falsies!

Let me say in conclusion that ] bear no grudges. Any Junior Member (by defi-
nition) whe ever wants to edit an issue of Shaggy will have my full support.
But anyone who suggests that I ddit another issue will get my support right
whore he nceds it, and I don't mean with the left foot either! ,

Yam

-=--Read before LASFS, Novamberj 950
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Yeeting of Sentember 21st, 1950; €83rd Consecutive Meeting:

Perhaps the blzcest entertainment of this meeting waa a letter
read by Rick Sneary, which wis from one of his "bosom buddiles”.
Unfortunately, the secratary cannot racall the exact text of the
letter -~ he probably repressed 1t for reasons of mental atabil-
ity -~ but 1t seemed to deal with some information this fellow
had zained from 2 medium, =ho through the agency of our teloved
departed ones d=elling on the Other Side, could predict the fu-
ture. The gist of the nredictlona seemed to be that Southern
Ca11fornia could exnect the apnearance of several earth-shaklng
svents -- namely, earthaouakes, The mriter of the letter, inci-
dentally, lived in Florida, The letter goes on to explain that
other dlsasirous occurences will take nlace the world over -—-
everywhare, except 1n the locality in which the writer waa 1liv-
ing,

Rick also read an article on the 8th World Science Filetion
Convention in Ngwgwagk, It was mostly about Dr, E, &, Smith,
In fact, tha only person mentioned in the g ~e treath #ith him
wag God, The article was serious in nature, there heing only
one vazuely darogatory remark; the assistant manager of the
convention hotel had remarked that he =as sorry they had taken
the conventinn., And: "Those fans are a queer lot and aren't
good spanﬂeﬁs."

A fan from ZTusene, Oregon, Norman Hartman, arose under some
pressure and sald a few words atout The Bugene Science Fantasy
Soeclaty -- the name of which, he announced , has just teen
chanzed to The Zu~ene Sclence Fantagy artlsans, as so many of
the members are writers and artists. Tne chiel reason Hartman
came to L, A. was to get some first-hand contact with dlanetics,
a sublect he's interested in. Naturzlly, he was asked for hla
imnressions, after his vigit to the Toundation. FHe replled
that on the whole, he'd been favorably ‘mnressed ty dlanetics,
itaelf, tut not by the peonle ~ho subscribed to it. He added
that this 1ast remark was not meant to include Forrest J Acker-
man, his agent.

Bnas Rocklynne walked 0 J:st as the meeting was dra~ing to a
~lose. Rn8s, »hc's bsen absent from aclence-fiction for nearly
f4ive vears, says that he has a atory coming up in GalaXv.

Yeetinz of Thursdav, Septemper 28th: 684th Consecutive Meetlps:

Forrest mate 3 few remarks iboud things =hieh had hadpened
Auring the week, He and asome frlands had made a 250-mlle round
trin to ses ildous Huxley, only to miss him as Huxley had to make
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an emergency vigit elsevhere. He also briefly described a3 —wisit
to Howawrd Hawks at RKO, who is making a plctire basad cn Tuen a,
Stuart's well-known novelstte, "hc Goes There?" Zurl Zsvchak,
who read the serint, could find little relationship, however, to
the story which had actually apneared 1n the pages of éﬂlﬂ%ﬂllnﬂ
SCIENCE FICTION. Hawk's veraslon w111 be called “The Thing'.
Forr?st alsc nassed around the third Japaneas i3sue of amazing
Storles,

E?h Koenigsberg reviewsd two books., First, 'The Draaming
Jewels". He confessed th3t inasmuch as he didn't have an ato-
grarhed covy, the review couldn’t be ton favorable. Agparently,
he felt the work to be 80-30, The second book was "Voraze of
the Space Reezle”, by A. E. van Vogt. He thought that th1g was
gund sclence-Tiction, on the whole, but that van Vogt had loused
ur "Elack TCestroyer”,

Forrest--azain--had a3 counle of birth announcements: In
April, "Li*tls Ifiss Martlan"” would ammear from E, Everett Evans,
in Qthar Tourids Ana. roasibly about the game time, the Rrad-

burvs are kaving whabt he called "A Small As-Susar’,

€85th Congecutive Meeting: Thursisay, Qctober Sia, 1950:

Thia =eating, 3 startling new =ubject was mantioned on the
discuseis~ “iom ence or twice: Dianatics, "The Sclence of
Mind", Tusw.iated by L, Ron Hubbard, 3 eolence-fiction and fan-
tagy wrilew. Dick Turzlan told ue that the firat l1ssue of the
new magazine, Why?, had a debate Etet=een L. Ron Hubbard and a
paychiatrist named Sacks on A1 anetics. Hubbard was pro-dia-
netics, and Sacks anti-, Alan Hershey remarked that dlanetica

had received Fome mention in the current 1szue of The §gipn§1f1c
American, in which 1t was recnried *hot +-a American Psychologi-

oal Lesociation had asked thelr rrsto»s 1o nlace the subject In

the experimental category, 3nd nou o U= £, =2 2 therapeutlc
rethnd vrematurely. Forreat Ack-rner, o d 3gzn Rurcoard recent-
1y, passed on the i1formati-n that hs ! in7ed us, Blll Cox,

vho'd talked with hlim tBria" 'y the nrevie.n Yoaing, nod a modl-
fication to add: Taia~ rars thrae ue133.0r vaom Hubhtarl =ould
1ike to b.-i% in 0%, Tii in wersa L for vbe faun thal it #ould
zlve them more suglams.’

Forrest A vs sast Duntid Follihelm was, at last, relesas-
ing-~-or had decided on---tna nate nf his literary magazine: T
Faptasy Storles. He il8¢ rasd a nortlon cf a letter from Gold,
telling him the type of story he wanted Ter Galaxy, Gold said
that he wanted the magazine to be a 808: bEX, & DET, 2 crying
®mal11l, an lvory tower; in shont, a checst to get thinge cf? of,
He, Gold, sald that this would be good for both the writer and
the magazine.

This meeting's talk was from T Sawyer of tne Paclifie
Rocket Soclety who describe® some of the work a1 rrently being
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done by the organizatiom, a8 well a8 a few of its vlins, The
society, though am-11 and Tithout sovermment backing or large
funds, has accomnlished much work of genuine merit: Various
membere, and groups of them, have nerfected such ‘teme as 3
uninue fuel injector device, 2 whirling narachute for retard-
{ng the <neaed of rockel mechanisme and lowerinz them, and a
noem, " in Ode To A Dead Rat", which he 8aid couldn'’t be
gqurted in present circumstances and company. (The poem was
{nepired by the number of rats vhich have fallen into one of
their Mojave Desert fuel tanksa and drowned.)

Albert DePina, a3 former Plangt Stoarlep author, now 2 movie
wpiter, dropned in for a few minutes at the urging of his sclence-
fiction agent, who's been to the club befare,..at some 680-0dd
meetingd,e.

686t Condacutiva Maelina; Ihur.ﬂdﬂ!.'mﬂ@r_j_%h,.._ﬁim ¢

Forresct told ue that H. L. Gold has written him that leg%x

1s to definitely have a French editlon and that there's a possi-

bility of an Itallan edition, Ho meniioned also that Curtls

E}tchell, publisher of Fantasy Stories, 1s havirg preae difficul-
es,

A new-comer to the club, Mr. cindar, told us that the tele-
vision »rorram, "Manhattan Spotlight", had featured an inte~view
with Willey Ley recently, during which he talked mostly about
asclence«fictlon,

Eph Koenigsberg, the tncorrigible book-reviewer, reviewed
two more: "After 12,000 Years", by Stanton Coblentz and "The
Greenmen of Graypeo", by Festus Pragnell, Although he appeared
to be unimnressed by the Coblentz story, he felt the Pragnell
pook to ba "an excellent adventure gtory in outlandish dress”,
but remarked that he atdn't approve of the policy of digging wp
old-timers and foisting them on on the public (that should've
been in quotes) when there Wad zood new stuff to be had.

The major event of the meeting was 3 discussion of "the
losges amenable to being 3 superman”, tnstizated by Eph Koenlgs-
berg. The nroblem was thzat, nreviougly in aclence~fictlon,
writers have besn concerned with what facultles or abilitl es or
characteristics a man could gain to make him more "officient”;
Eph wanted to know what he could lose that would make him more
ao, fNuite a few suggeatlons were brought forth-—-s1ch a8 the
necessity of sleeplng and /or sex-~and the digcussion came to B
head, 80 to speak, 1in E~h's thesis that we might be better off
withough a thalamus, The only problem 18, without a thalamus
a person wouldn't be able to make the "sortico-thalamic nause”
and then where would he be?

i&m_wwﬂm“: Thureday, Qetober. 12t., 1950z



Len Xoffat mentionad that Unlversal-Internationsl Pictures
wape makine "Abhrott and Costello ¥eet the Invislible ¥an", Next,
he sunposed, they would mest the Martlans, The plcture would "
be called "he ¥artian Comicals”, "Goody!" sgueaked Pauvl Gordon,

then we'll have sclence-fictlon 211 to ourselves, azain.,”

Pappest read a review of Ray Eradbury's book, "The Martian
Chronicles”, by Christopher Isherwond 1n the magazine, TOMOrrowW.
Isherwond was very impressed with the novel and summed upn his
oninlon ty stating "that Ir, Bradbury's was a very great and un-~
usual talent.,! Forrest mentioned that Bradbury has designed his
own jacket for his took, "The Illustrated ¥an", He'd been rather
d1sapnointed with the jacket for "™ ag he found that it was
hard to snot on book shelves, It was gugaested that the man who
might remedy that situation would be Erle Cearzey.

B111 Talker told us that he'd shown a couple of ngonle at
his nlace of mork Campbell's ~ditorial on the flying saucers in
the Octoter issue of agtgouniing SCIENCE FICTION, and that they
had become "violently interested in aclence~fiction", That was
the most om‘nous statement nade 9t thls meating.

688th Comgecutive Msetimz! Thuradavy Qebguer 26th, 2950:

No imnmortant businesg was condueted at this meeting, butb
then no one cared; 1t mwas the Hallome'en narty., Some ten neonle
came in costumes, Everett =van3 cams 4S8 the T1llusiratsd Man, alsn
Hapghey as a witch, and Dot Faulkner ag==bslieve-it-or-not--The
Tnr1d of Tomnrrow, Eph Koenigsberg came as The Divisitle Yan
and Forrest J Ackerman as an army gargent, 'That Forr=st A14an't
in~w mag that hs'd be outranked; Rick Sneary cama 48 1 Lieuten-—
ant,. For soms reason, Forrest only wore the jacket %o his old
unicarm, Len Yoff1t cams 38 Pike Pickene, a vaudevillaln charac-
t-» in his story, "Curtain Call on Alpha Cantsure ", “hich ap-
nrared in Qut Of This World adventurs=s. Paul Gordon cimé 48 B
Zrtishnan, Ana St. Clare 38 % gsuper-clear and audrey Seidel a8 A
Bergey Girla

Forrest ackerman took care af the first item of entertaln-
ment, acting as 1C on a couzle of zuessing games. The major of
these wag a Seven Footprinte to Santa contest, in which the
first .person from 2 group of seven to ansmer seven fantasy ques=
tions correctly would =in the nrize book which v's, oddly enouch,
"Seven Fontprints to gatan". E. uvereti Evans was the lucky Oy

The gecond and tlegest ~nhass of the evening was the afore-
montlonsd Flk~ Pickens ¥ho 214 o series of sonzs, Jances and
c~megdy skite for his zudienca, AmONg nthers, he sunz - such gema -
ag "L'imour L'Atrins", "glearie”, and "a Spacesuit Bullt for Twa's
Rlck Sneary assisted as disc jockey. Ana St, Clare an? audrey
scidel filled in 28 decorations for Pikens-Koffatt's acta.

P b



ﬁagxh gQQﬂ‘:QHt]VE Mqﬁslnsg :Im;rgﬁsx, NQEQQQ—“—‘!" » 19503

Forrast ackerman said that he had read somevhere ln 4 neve-
paper that Linpert wae making a »% ture ci1lled "The Invisitle
Worm," iie called up the publicity boy 1t Linpert, Marty Telsscr,
but he said that he had never heard of "Ths Invisinle Yorm.," The
renort that Lippert was making 2 movie called "Two Lost Torlde"
wns also 1 mystary te nimj he 41dn't know how these rumors ot
atartrd., As for making % sequel to Mmacketshin X=¥1", namcly,
"mocketshin X-1£2", that was out, 90, Ha sald Lionert Produc-
tions wanted to quit while 1t w3s ahead; the boys there flgured
that they had just zot in at 3 julcy moment on A mod thing, and
they A1dn’t want to nress thelr luck, However, auwdrey Seldel
gays that 2 fricnd of hers works at Linnert Studlos and that
they're repairing the costumes uecd in the nicture, Forrest did
know a couple of things definitaly, however, Onc was that Esgle-~
ILion ~as nreparing a sequel to a certaln well known science-flc-
tion movis; thelr new movle 7111 be called "Destinstlon Venus".
also, it scems that a group of +“hiskey “1stillers have filmed
their own sclence-fictlion movie, A ahort called "Destinatlon
achisvement” in vhich some men 12nd on the moon and find a blg
bottle of Schenley. Or gomething.

690tk Congecutlve Maating: Thursday, November Jth, 19505

Themre w8 soms Aiscussion about a back file of §hangr1~g&s.
The one we don't have, Charlee ¥alker suzaestsd that wo could
bound our vear's output each yaar and gend {t to the Los anggl a8
Public Library “he-e 1t mould be made accessliblse to the massges.
There waa somo dlscusslon of this nronosal, Eph Koenlgsberg
cracked, "It es-ms to me that we are trying to sroznastlcate an
trdetrrminable amount of inter=dt {n an esgotsaric ~ublication"---
and I'11 bet tha clubmembsrs didn't think the secretary —ould gat,
that down, A1xn Hershey annaunced that Forrie acke rman wauld
arpange thé construction »f the Shangri-La shrine, It'11 be on
tha top floor of the llbrary tower.

Forreat gave us the gad news that Ray Palmer ts gone-~-7one
to Wisconsin. This bit of information 7as apmewhat in contrast
to the rumor that he dled racently of 13 atrokee. But thls mix-up
va8 not quite as nuzzling n8 the report that Palwmer hns sold his
{magination to the Greenleaf Comnany, Sounds 1ike the plot of 9
fantrsy 8tory.

Forrest also announcsd that the folloving Tuesday even ing
thare 78 to be 7 dlscusslon about science-Tlction betwesn Ken
Crossen~-~ho raviews asctence-filction for the 23 1% yg—-~, WAard

]
Yeoore--~ho wrots Graencr Than_You Thisg-—and Ray Bradbury. This
would take place 3t the Writers' Gu . )
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~a~0N SCIENCE-FICTIONISTS, DIANETICS, AND THE SUTURE

WHEN Shangri-La tumber 22 arrived, with its "2150 A. D, ¥ 90 the
cover and a brilliant conastellation of names on the contents page, T gtar-
ted through it eagorly in search of the new ideas, the original concepts,

the forward-looking descriptions which we have been propagandized inte ex-
peoting from scienco-fiction writers, and which thecy wouid contribute te

a forum such as this.

On resching tho lest page, 1 was s0 dumfounded that I went back and
read it through egein. But the words were gtill the same, and the samc names
ware still etlached to them.

Frankly, it was and ia incredible to me that the majority of the
contributors to this anthology should actually be ao disillusioned and dis-
heartencd with the world and its inhabitants that they are willing to put
down for publie view the fact thet they do not expect this globe to survive
for two hundred years more, after it hes gone along for some two billion
years already with only minor damage.

It hardly seems possible that tha five years sineo Hiroshima have,
for example, changed Ray Bradbury from the witecy. ribeld, sxuberant chap I
knew as & fellow Los Angeles Science Fantasy Sociaty Momber ton yeara ago,
jnto & morbid prophet of radiocetive doom, along with many gthar sriters and
informed peraons. Is this the result of a million years of man's davelop-~
ment-~= that in half a decads tThey are willing to let the earth go up in flames
if only it waits until after their lifétime to do so?

To writo flction about atomic and bacteriologicel catastrophe over-
teking the earth in the futuro ig all part of the game-- a modern version of
the creeple-crawlic school which runs chills down the spine of the readar by
meens of unnamed and unnameable threats. 3ut when tho writers start believing
what they write, it seems to be time for somo reconsideration of their and
our place in the syatem of things.

I heve sn excellent recollection of my own activities in the firat
couple of years alter tho atomic era opened. 1 rememucr organizing, in Jen-
uary 1946, what was prabably the first conference in tns Los Angeles area on
atomic problems and control. A.E, van Vogt was the spoaker, Bob Olsen en
unexpected visitor, and we were plagued with the difficulties of trying to
record a talk in the pre-tape-and-wire days.

I algo racsll W. Bradford Shank and others, including myselif, tal-
king, lecturing, explaining, demonstrating, showing the film "Ona World or
None" until we kmew every nuance of the commentator and every note of the m-
sie, explaining to anyone who would listen that-- "An atomic war could wipe
out civilization"-="Thore is no defense againat the bomb"-~"The only aolution
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is to ond war"=="There is no socret, othor nations will have atomic bomba
in a fow ysers."

Then, finally, I took a look at ths situation-- & go &, long, dis-
passionaty historian's look. I came to the considered concliu~. . %hat the
threat to existonce, compared with our state of evolutiom, ws. no greater
than the monaces tho world has passed successfully through before. I turned
to other, more constructive matters like imtorplanetary rockots ani -ire
problom:of Atlantis, and have not tried to be & world-cuver since than.

Because the world erisis turmod out to be oniy 1 azema.. .- ical
doevelopment af thc ovolution of man, nations, and thu 2ene of npidlincea
as a whola., Because wa live in a time of orisis, we 1Jzowd 1o magaify it
out of all proportion. There are excellcnt compar.-.:if boatween the present
disaster-mongers and the world-end scares of 1000 A. 0., 188l A. D., and o=
thers. The present political situation hes an elmoat exact parallel which
took plece 1,983.years ago. ({That's er.. uh,. 31l B.C.)Ed.))

Since the lettera to prospective contributers in this Shangri-LA
aymposium were sent 3ut in February of this yesr, and the articles mere prob-
ably in most cases written soon afterward, they display the fact of having
been written before disnetics arrived on the acience-fiction scenc. If they
had been done later, it seems certain that at least several of the writers
would have expressed diffesrent and more optimistic views on the future, since
they ape at present boosting dianetics as the only solution to menkind's
woes, ills, and problems.

Sinece science-fiction was ectuslly the liter . nidwifo of dianetics,
it ia only logical that scicntifictionists shoula hase o J9ranig inturest and
enthusziasm for dianeties. ruwever, I hope tact thars woy Tuxiug <% up for
aomething besides the gunsrtiisuz sugla. I was forcur.te enxnygh Lo be pres-
ent at the Los Angeles E:lcz. Faunasy Society when u lattsr irom one of the
highest-ranking officials of tne ubbard HResearch Foundation was read aloud.
And it closed with these woris, in effect: "Dianetics will not rake you 1in-
tc a god-- just into a superman.” I remember that early in 1941, and undoubt-
edly later, serious articles werse appearing in the fan press with such titlaes
as, "Are Fans Slans?" And so we are addressing our corments and opinions om
disnetics to those who should, logically, be most interaested.

Although at the present writing public knowledge of dienetics is on-
ly four months old, L. Ron Hubbard's dramatie solution for the world's trou-
bles appesrs to be working and producing results. The major reservation which
I believe should be regarded is-- Are the dianetics - = :nrchers, who in-

clude some of thosa pessimistic sclencedfictionists - .-.-ueding oo fast in

ErTed TTelds, evan with their Pear of the afomic und .yciogen bombs T i
spur them 22?

Whut will these clears and releases be like im ten years? In twenty
years? Cen Hubbard be sure, with the relatively short time he has spent da-
veloping dianetica, that he has really solved all the problems of dzaiing with
the human mind? Or will the future find these individuals relapszing into a
state much worge than their pre-pre-clear condition? Some forms of Eastern
Yoga, which atrongly resemble the dienetic technique of reverie, produce men-
tal brilliance far above the norm, but the restrictions which are thereby im-
posed on the peraons who undertake them (no indulzence in the second dynamic,
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for example) are so stringent that they have never
been suitably adapted to the habits and temperament
of the Western world.

In this same connection, the use aof "guk
te assiast in attaining reverie seems to me to be a
most dangerous procedure. So little is known about
synerglastic reactiona that this mysterious "guk" may,
in certain aberrated body chemistrias, have exceed-
ingly detrimental effecta during or after its usa.
Has the Hubbard Diandtic Research Foundation tabu-
lated data on the comparitive ease of releasing and
clearing vegetarians and non-vegetarianz? I would
be willing to predict that the former are easier to
work with, end that inatead of secret chemical mix-
tures, & vegetarian diet would be the pgreatest assist
that dianetic therapy could havae,

What is going to be the attitude of clears toward war? Has the Hubbard
Dianetic Research Poundation solved the problem of whather a clear will take
part in a war or not? 1f they do participate in the mass inganity and slaugh-
ter which ia war, they cannot be called clear according to tha diaretic def-
inition. And if clears start registering as conscientious objectors to war,
who--the Dianetic Foundation or themselves-- should provide the lavysrs to de-
fend them in the courts and military tribunale befors which they will be haled?

Also, what is going toc be the rasult of the armed forces using di-
anatics on its high officera® Will thaesa men discover that war is folly
and start resigning their commissions? Will there ba zour‘rartials of
cleared officera because they refuse to carry out thuir Juties ir ctelience
to the fourth dynamic (and the first)? Or will they us- their news-f sund
clarity of mind to develop ever better and more destructive weapons and more
ingeniocous means and methoda of warfarze?

Thege are pointed questions, and they have been gtated bluntly. But
none of them havae ever been anawered when submitted in writing to one aftaer
another of the forums on dianeties. They are the pointa where I believe di-
anetics may fail, or fall into arror, and I think are deserving of immediate
attention. Yot all of the workers with dianetics poseas Hubberd's ecleotis
mind, and in dashing ehead in a field where the technigque of one week may be
obsolete the next, aoms alipght degree of caution is definitaly indicated.
Temporary improvements are not worth tha poasibilities of incurable relapses
later,

Finally, dianetics will be only enother panscer fur voday, end not
a concept for tomorrow and the years to come, until it:; sropoients diseover
the fifth dynamic. The fifth dynamio will alaoc aolve some of the peculiar
jtems which pop out in dianetic muditing to baffle both cuditor and pre-clear
alike, such as the case of the woman (described by auditor Cavid Sou*h a*% the
Porum) who went back on har time track to the burning of Rome, and ancther re-
ported case where the pre-clear went forward in time instead of back.

Whether dianetica will recognize this deficiency and be able to cor-
rect it, and thereby develop imto & really valuable and permanent contribution

Vio
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to civilization, or will ipgnore it and lapse into being only a more rapidly-
working outzrowth of present day mental science, remains tc be seen,

Returning to the relationship of science-fictioniats to dianetics:
dianetics, if accepted by all science-fiction fans, gspells the end of fa--
dom. Can you conceive & clear sitting idly in a comfortable clubroom while
the atomic bomb ias at lerge? Can you imagine clears not wanting to bu’ld
more rockets instead of reading about them? Can you picture a clear . :—ing
in the world of today and wasting hia/her time in discussing what asome .a-

vorite author says should be donme, rather than getting out and doing who~+
is necessary?

For the first time in years, many fans are going to find themsealves
doing their own thinkingz about the futurs. It will be a startling expericrce
for some of them. 1 have been plegued for a long time by the gusploion *hat
scisnce-fiction fana do not want.the future to happen. That rocketa, atomie
power, and the other developments of contemporary science were fime as drcans
in a pulp magazine, but that they are somewhat leas glamorous and intriguiag
when they arrive as part of everyday lifa. When rockets do reach the Moon,
Mars, and Vanus--with no help from the fana--and the real facts about our
neighbors in space are feund out, there will bde no room for wild speculations
on these themes, and a large number of gcience-f'iction's favorite playgrounds
will lose their appeal.

But meanwhile, tomorrow is moving upon us. Tomorrow ig not going
to wait for dienetiocs, becauss if the inefficiency of the forum being held
in Los Angeles is any oriterion--where meetings enneunced for 10130 ghar
have sometimes not started by 11100, and the speakers when audible sound
like religious evengelists (Corway), "think-und-get-rich" promoters (MoRorie)
or have not even been infermed of aelehentary Forum procedure (Winter)--it
will still take a long time for practical experience to be supplanted by
meteoric mental brilliance in the actual practice of running things, whether
they be cneself, a meeting, or the world. Such matters also give a poor
impression of disnetics to any person who is just becoming acquainted with
dianetics, tr acw sciince of meantal healtn.

The coming world ie not going to wait for innocuous, abgent-minded
clears, like the one Mr. Hubbard paraded out on the atage at his Shrine Au-
ditorium meeting, to grow up and take over. 1% is not going to wait to be
built by little groups of pre-clears who are sitting around euditing one a=
nother. %hose who remember the Oxford Group, with its meetings of oconfession
in which the end result was that each person tried to confess bigger and bet-
ter sins than the next, will see the close resemblance to dianetic circles
where the participants are bragzing about their engrams and how many hours
of therapy tney have had and how they are going to "a perfectly marvelous
auditor that you simply must try, my deeri® (I do not exaggerate, I hure
heard 1l these things myself.)

The world of tomorrew is being built now by men and women who are
doing thimga about it. Aa an example, & major sgtep toward the semanticelly
sound universal languape, predicted by Bob Olson in his optimistic cortri-
bution to the Shangri-LA symposium, was mede seven years ago. 1ts name 18
"Interglossa” and it was developed by Launcelot Hogben, author of "Sclence
For the Citizen," and the preface for Bodner's "l oom of Language.” How many
science-fiction fans have ever heard of it?

P
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The world of tomorrow is going to be made by men of dreams and ac-
tion like Garry Davias, the young Americen ex-aoldier who atood up in the bal-
cony at the United Wations Agsembly at Paris in December, 1948, and inter-
rupted their funereal deliberations with these words:

"Mp; Cheirman and Delaegates-- I interrupt you in the name of ths
people of the world not represented here. Though my words may go unheeced,
our gommon need for world law end order cen no longer be disregarded.

"We, the peaple, want the peace which only a World Governmen* c.an give,

"The sovereign states you represent divide us and lead us into the
abyss of Total War.

"I osll upon you to no longer deceive us by thim illusiom of po.: -
ical authority.

"I ¢all upon you to convane forthwith a World Conatituent Assem iy
to raise & standard around which all men can gather, the standard of true
pesce, of one Government for one World.

"And if you fail us in this-- stand aside, for a people's Worlid
Agaembly will ariase from our own ranks to create such a government!

"Nothing leas will meet our need."

0f all the science-fioction writers who have pictured a future world
in their stories, probably the moat accurate of all was done by an author who
is now somewhat under a cloud-- Olaf Stapledon., In his little book, "Cld Man
in New World," published in 1943, he says:

"But...the Third World War never happened... When both sides were
mobilizing, and the war was due at any minute, something happened which would
have been impossible at any other time in higtory. You remember hew govern-
ment propagenda for ths war pever really caught on, on eithar side; and how
at the critical moment an extracrdinary popular clamor ageinat war end against
social robotism broke out on both gides. TWho was really responasible for that?
Why, the new 'agnostic mystice,' of coursa. They started the world strike
in America and Ruasia... (This) new group, who weren't strictly pacifists but
social revolutionaries with a religious motive-- they found conditions ripe,
and they did the trick. Obviously you must know the story, how everyo:n~
downed tcol: and was ready to die for the new hops. Thouszands must havi hAen
imprisoned, hundreds shot. But presantly the governments found their
forces were mutinying... The power of comradeship...developed intec a wuvzad
and clarified will for the light...; a will for a more fully human way 1 1i-
ving, for intelIlgence, &nd Gther- -reapecting community, and for oreative ac-
tion in all human affairs.™

Sinee Garry Davis made hls ringing declaretion; more than a million
persons have enrolled themselvea in the World Citizen's Reglstry; more then
a hundred European teens have declared themselves "mundialized"--worla som-
munities; young men have welked out of the ranks to lay their rifles st “ha
feet of their pgenerals as a symbel of protest; and there is no reason to be-
lieve that the great mass ‘of ordinary people in the Soviet Unlon feel otherwise.
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Those persons who give up in despair, thoses who are waiting until
they can imppove themselvea, those who refuse to face the challenge of to-
morrow-- who sea disaster to the earth instead of a normal period of tur-
moil which accompanies the birth of a new age-- they sre standing in the way
of progresa, and will be swept sside by the ineviteble march of thoase who are
already moving ferward inta a new wprld.

-30
&

50-30-30-30-50-30-30:}9-

F £ asd

%0

THE DICTATOR strode engrily te the wall panel which covered one
whole side of hia office.

"g_g-s-g0!" his hissed, and his fawning followera cowered beneath
the fury of his glance., "S-g-a-so! The dacadent democracies
defy me, do they? Me - the great Xallikal - Lord of more than
half the Earth and sole inventor of the only infallible syston

of pushbutton warfarel Noe ahall soon ses how they feel when th-
bombs begin to fall and the sarth itself begins to melt away uc-
der their feet!"

Furiously he began to punch button after button on the panel.

As each one glowed red beneath his flying fingers he watched the
visiscreens that showed the capitols of every nation with which
he was waging war.

After punching the first dozen, he stopped, puzzled. There we*"
no changea in any of the peaceful scenes depicted on the screa =
Wildly he reached out and began clawing at one button efter
ther indiscriminately, Howling with rage, he finally coverct &~
whole boerd with glowing dota of red, but still noc change in “ue
pictures...no reports of any holosausts from abroad.

Purple with anger and foaming at the mouth, Kallikak dropped ta
the floor, felled by a stroke brought on by his rage and fru ‘-~ -
tion. What could pessibly have gone wrong?

The Prime Minister stepped forward and examined the push-buirca
panel carefully.

"1t is just as we feared," he said finally. "The Greet Kallikak
never did have all his buttens!"

s I
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THZ MOTLWRAITH YZAR3: A Survey of Weird Tales, 1943-1950

Lround the first of Octobwer, 1932, the first lssue sf Meird
Tales -dited and pudlished in lNew Yorx aonecred on the natis: o
newssténds. Previously the Unique Mazazine had been edited from
l11chlizan Avenue in Chicazo and nmuaslished in neerdy Indlanapoils
3y the Papular Flction Publishing Sompany. The Indianapslls-zud-
1ished mazazines w:re printed on a 2204, booX-quallty paper, w.
an unusual snd distinctive type face utilized in Doth the text =W
atory and »oetry headinis. They had Deen distinwuished by “nc .»od
teate evidenced in their physical mexe-u» and 1in the oquality .25t
Aaf their illustrations and »f the excellent reoroduction alvorivi
these By the Indlanapolis publisher. Now, vithout warning ‘o %3
rzaders, the zrand old lady of Nichlzan Avenus had souzht slicl s
undecr the scrazzly wing of a New Yord nwudblishing house incariz ased
under thz name a7 1ts 3sle publication, a raz-taz puln imowr &3
Short Storles.

The initial, or Novembder, 1330, i1ssue of the navw WVelrd Tetiis
-ust have Deen a shock to the mazazine's rezular readers. Tn:<
saper atock used was the worst asrt 9f wosd nuln. The tex” %7::
face was identlcal with that of Short 5tories, larze, heav, g2
wearyiny ts the eye. 3y a stroe of 573 fortune, howewver. 752
unicue story-head tyve, with the larze, exotlc capital let.<s
sy familar in the o513 Weilrd Teles, had clther “Heen drouzht ol
Indianepslis or duplicated in New York, but this 1ltem, ths HBtle
band on the cover, ths back strin, with date and volume numoer,
The Zyrie departnent heading and the authors revrcsented on taes
eantents »aze »rovlided the only recoznlzable leztures remnaininz

]

from th: old nezazine. The cover and interior illustratlior: nad

“een done »y unfauiliar=-and medincre--artists, the conten .. TazEs
farmat was catirely different from that used in the Popui: .2%ion
1ssues, and--nerhaps worst of all--both sides of the beck o5 8

the inside of the front, and somne sSeven af the Interior pa -

were embellished with the worst Varietx of cheapjeck edv:: tcaents.

3ut, havever dzprcssing thils "new 1lanX' anpeared to rezuler resad:crs,
the most downcast must have felt thzt this was but a passin: taini,
that this IIovember 1ssue had been nroduced under undue di“f%culJics
end the segvere oressure »f & nublishinz deadline, and Lhal 1=-
nrovements would de Torthesmint in short ordsr: for & zlaice at

the contents paze providcd the reassurinz infornation that
marnsworth Vrizht was still zditor »f Veird Tales.

# T4 is true thet the interlor illustrater, Joseph Doolin,

hed done a 37924 desl of work in the Popular Flstion Yelirda
between Senitember, 1931, and Karch, 1932, dbut hls woult a7

the Novemder, 1930 WT--as well as for thz December, L5353 and
Jenuary end Februery, 1939 lssues--vas In sp differenc a style
and comparatively so paor that he can hardly D€ considered

th:z same artist. PH



The cause of this vital switch in dubllishers is uninowvn to
ne, I susdect that same research Into the court records of
the city of Indianapolis mizht reveal 2 vaniruptey filinz by
Paoular Fiction Publishin<z Company; Welrd Tales had lonz besn the
anly »erisdical nudlicatisn on Popular Fictisn'a list, end,
adpearint as 1t di3, without sdvertizements--the only mezzzine
tn the professisnal sclencs-fiction or fantesy fleld which did--
1ts 1imited newsstand sales must many times have fallen below
a prafitadble level. 3e that as it may, a chanse in nu 1l shers
wes cZfected; Welrd Talzs had become in 1ts neu clrcunstences--
an aporonrizte analozy--28 & Lucifer fellen from =race, sustained
in partiel and probationary deatitude only by the edi torlal in-
flrence of Fernsworth Virizht.

3ut Y1) was nat far. Vrizht hed little more then a yzar
Af existence left in that unfortunate fall of 1933. For a whlle,
sawever, 1t szemed thzat readcers’ hones, bYouyed in the cztzatronite
37 the Tact of Wrizht's continuinz zditorship, hed been well-
faunded, and Welrd Tales would hev: many years more of wvartavalle
fantasy, in 1llustration, prose, and postry. The Deczmer, 1933
1ssue comtainecd tws 1llustrations By Finlay, and the quality of
the fiction, =z in the MNovemdzr nunder, wes caual to enythinz
which had apneared delfsre. The cover, howusvir, vas lurid and
zarisht a far cry fron the gquiet tones af 4. 3rundaze pastels
which had decorated the Unlque iazazine's covers orior to November.
The remailnder of the intecrisr 1lluatratisns were of noor guality,
and the wood puls newsorint was unchanzed. It was too earl’ yzt
to Jud=e rczder reection; the letters in the Iyrie comzented only
sn thz Seatember and October issues.

Or ths first of Decembder, thes January, 1939 lssue made 1ts
z2ooecrence. Therz had Jefinitely heen a turn foar the bstizr in
matz-up. Not snly had Virzil Finlay, whose 11lustrations had Deen
thz joy of rcaiers af the Popular Tilctisn Weird Teles, done moat
5T the interisr wori, but he had »roducsd a cover Dalntinz which,
if not amonz thz Sest of his works, shone in snlendid contrast
ts the zeudy daubs walch had Just precedsd his warix sn ths naza-
zinz's covzr, and oromlscd Datter thinrts to come. Finlay, oo,
wisely hzd adapted hisz technlaue to the poorer auality »aper of
+ne new Mzird Tales, and the hzavily shaded, undetalled Worl
renroduced excellently. The Tictlon, headed by one 5f the beat
of the R-odzrt 3loch chlllers, "Waxworka," was uniformly excellent.
Lanly Wad:z Wellnan's "These Doth the Lord Hate," was uvmusually
~30d, aal ths a:w serlal by the author of the vell-1ited “Last
Prarnan” in ihe o014 Weilrd Tales, entitled, "I Found Sleomatra”
k28 Drosressing Srilliantly. 3ut it is in the resdser's dolumn
that we find the siwmificant material in this lssue.

Tarmaworth Wrizht, in an editorial mcssale suvisusly written
with considzrz=les concern sver rzgder recctlon to the new cnen e
in wudlisher sad formet nakz-up, states in thz Zyrie of thz Jan-
pary lsaue thot, altisuzh “the rzadcrs of Welrd Tales have sent
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us a veritadble flsod of letters expressin; yaur fear that the
chenze of nublisher may result in a deterioration of the meza-
sine's contents, the elimination of Virszil exquisite illustrations
from sur pazes, oy some other equally serisus calamnity" he wished
to regssure them as well as "the thousands of readers who have

nat wribtes in, that we shall caatinue to zive you the best welrd
I%Etion written taday. and meintain the literary and artistic
«tandards which have dulll the reputation of this megzazine throuzh
the sixteen yezars of its existencz, and placzd 1t far ahead of

all sthers in its fleld. Any other policy would be sulcidal.”

The reader has the Impression--or is it only =y imazinatina?y -
that Wrizht is beiny deliberatszly zuarded and cautioua in hlr:
phraseolszy, that he had a considerable tussle with his az v
lishers in order to malntain the Unique Mazazine in sgome g.7..:

of 1ts previous s8z1lf, and that he is still not sure how aa:l &
can do to avold the further "pulpizinz" o»f his mezezine, >™ b«
ther he can even reveraz the Inrsads of cheapness thz new »'IT!
has alreedy introduced into the mazszine. Certaln thinzs whic
hapnened to Welrd Tales after Wrizht's death would szem to btes:
this nossibdility out.

Some readers' comments in this Zyrie are interestinz. A Joe
Aloizi, of Los Anzeles, writes, "How come ths new typozranhy all
5f a sudden, =21l unsnnounced? Vhere 1s 7irzll Finlay? i s come
f, 3rundaje 1ls not on the cover this month (Novenmberjt Hoy: come
WT'p chanze of glddress from Thicazs to New York?” (¥r. alo'zl
nust have been elther a honeful author, submitting welrd = .les
resularly, or an unusually sbhservant fan to have noticed tvls
falrly obscurc matter). A Misa Amnebzlle Lantz of Chicazo wrltes,
"Phe Hovember 1ssue lacksd the dignity and mystery that +the former
{sasues possssaed. The atories were still all up to stendard--
weird and smooky--but how ean thz rzader enj)oy thea if ne keen't
2ot the feeliny that he's reading a mazazine that'as differ:nt?

T missed 3rundaze's cxotlc cover and Finaly's delicete illustra-

tisns and the short stories that are usuglly presant at the back

of the Y90K....Please don't dispensc with sur old-style bookl

dive us back the sanc print and illustratisns that zave th: maza-

zine the aura of diznity and mystery that the November isiu:

lacked." A4 Marzerct Runyan of laryland vrites, "What i-

matter with thz current issue »f WT? ...N> Virzil Finl~  © ctures.
g

And so on. Nearly all the letters mantloniig the Novemo: 1s:cue
format indicated alarm znd distasts. Only one, from a Ho:ii 3.
MacDonzld (perhans 2lso a writer) of Yonkers reflected an ]
reaction, possidly enzendered by state pride. He remas~ .t '1
see you have moved to New Yorix. That's fine. It scemsd L5 in-

dicate that Welrd Tales is zrowinz nlecely."”

Onnoslte the January, 1939 Eyrie, on the snpoainz dexe, was
an enrouncenent alas of zreat siznificance in a study of the
tarmented contortions the Unlque Mazazine was underzoinz vwith ita
new publisher. "The size of Weird Tales," states this annouace-
ment, "will be inereased to 162 pazes, bYezinning with the fzoruary
tsguz." The former, sr "normgl" size had bYe:n 137 psz:s. Had
yirtzht's publisasr, or Wrizht himself, aome detalled forciknowledze
Af the new 3trzct and Smith mazzzine whase impendinz enpcarance
was imninent, and whose influence was to chanze the whole course

af mazszine fantasy }n sur time? 'y ~-William 3lackbeard
e et 1T o s R [



FANS are always talking about

the future, and speculating as

to when such and such a thing is

going te happen. I decided to try

and pin the club down on a few pointas,

so a couple meetinga back 1 passed out ,
slips of paper end asked everyone to an=
swer a series of questions... They all ® !
conoerned events that we expect ta happen

some time in the near future, and could heH\ o
answered with a date, an infinity sign (if ¢ o e
the pollee thought it would never happen) or-&- - _ -~
question mark if he just didn't know. e

It took me a couple
days to work out any conecluasions from the 24 sets of mnawers
T received. About the only thing that one could be sure of was
that the fans weren't sure when anything would happen.. But then fai:
aren't supposed to be experta. So here are the results, for what thev are
worth., See how they would atack up to your own personal predictiocas.. Fere
is one poll where it is best to be only “average."”

The first question was. "When
do you think the shooting war in Korea will end? This one we may live long
enough to check on. It is also the one we are best inferusd on, The avarege
date selected was late in 1961. Two thought it would end *hkiz year (Dee. 19%0)
and anothor thought it would last until 1958. Two others said it wouldn’t
end until after the next presidential eleotion. Itd like to remind *he readers
that this was just after the first intervention of the Chinese Reds.

The g3~
ond question was in the same veins "When do you think a shooting war wri" siert
with Russia itselft" "Experta"™ have been predicting that a war was fiv. urrs
off for the last five years. The average fan seems to think it is even *urler.
They picked late in 1958 as the likely tima. Though there waa a minarit; =
port of six who felt that it would never haeppen. Of those numing a dcts Zowr
thought it would be next year, and ome 1975. 1 personally think thar .. i%
doean't happen within the next fifteen years that it never will, The ¢ 'p tués=
tien is: How are we golng to keep alive for 15 years?

My next quectirn "mna,
"ihen do you think the H-Bomb will be perfected?" Well, the fans dn't cuom
to think the H-Bomb will touch off e war, as the average vote cas® war '~
summer, 1954. ind only four thought it would never be perfected. Tu' .2
thought it would not be until 1970. Maybe I'd better explain that "gomnor"
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ia the fractional remainder after the average year has been found. In this
case it was something like 6/9.

The Fourth queation was, ™Then do you think
the firat space-rocket (poassibly ummannsd) will be launched?" I was rather
surprised to find the average at late in 1965. I think this is partly due
to the one vote that placed it at 2025. The lowost vote waa 1952, though one
said a rocket had reached Venua in 1944. This long estimnte doesn't geem
to fit,iwhen you consider tho interest in rocketry nowadays, and the oft re-
poated statement af the rocket socicties that they could build one now, given
the money and equipment.

Question five was, "Rhen do you think the firat atomio
enzine adapted for rocket ships will be used?  Here, despite the fact that
the government is working on an atemio powered submarine, the average selection
leaped far into the future and chose 1994 as the date. The lowest date anycne
geve was 1952, whereas one said 2055, with three otheras saying 2000. Three
thought it would never happen, one saying that something else would be inven-
ted and used in its place.

The sixth question was, "When do you think the first
space station will be built?" Here the average opinion wes the firast part of
1979, Still, one fan thought it would never be done, while one said Deo. 19-
52. The farbhest in the future anyone guessed was 2100.

Queztioh seven wos a-
nother step in the conquest of space : "When de you think men will land on
Mars? The everage answor placed that momentous day as somewhere in July, 2018.
However, ones thought that it would never happen at all. (I expeot to reap
rich rewards by blackmailing this fake fan,)

The eighth question was, "ithen do
you think we will make our first intorstellar rocket? Here, the locap into the
far future is probably justified, ana it will probably take a mew scientifioc
principle to make such a ship poasible. The average of the answers was the
middle aof 2300, with extremes from 1952 to three 3000's.

Question nine wasg a
change of pacet "When do you think the next depression will hit us?"  One hap-
py soul said it started in 1949, ancther selected 1981, but the averags brought
it down to August, 1961, Thiz agrees with what the men whe study cyclas say.
.11 the major and minor depression peaka are due just about now, Save your
money, kids, it'll be a long, cold winter.

Question ten was, "When do you think
they will find a cure for cencer?" One had no idea, another thought they never
would, but the rest of the answers averaged cut as July, 1965, One thought it
would be found next year, and two said it had alroady been discovered but not
recognieod in 1949. The moat distant answer was in 1999,

On to question a-
leven, which askod, "When do you think color video will be in gensral use?"
dere, tho arguing going on between the differont companles seems to have made
the average fan think it will bs a while before color is added to the "Martiasn
Torture Machine," as the average answer was 1952. ((However, see Nov. 17 LIFE.))
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The longest range suess was a unanimous six who though that we wouldn't have it
until 1955. (For some reaason, out of 23 answers nobody hit oz 1954. The law
of averages nugst be & bit off. Or else the fans are a bit off.)

For question
twelve I asked, "When do you think they will invent a workable ray-gun?™ 1 had
in mind the nice neat little poetable things that go "Zaaap" and do unpleagant
thinzs to the folks they ere pointed at. Five fens didn't believe they ever
would, end three had no idee. The reat hit sn average of late 1957, One answar
was "1925" and ancther simply "They have," referring to the cyclotron, I suppose.
It may be a very deadly rey-gun, but it isn't very portabla.

In the same line,
question 13 was, "When do you think they will build an indepsndent thinking ma-
chine, or in other words s robot?" Three people thought they never would, but
the averege put it at mid-December of 2111. The most optimistic answer was 19-
52, and at the other end we had 2625. wne pollee had 1949, but I am sure he was
reforring to the mechenical mice written up in LIFE. I was in all cases refer-
ring to a semi-humanoid with reasoning power mt least on the moron level, and
being science-fiction fans, the polless as a whole realized thia.

Juestion four-
teen wos, "When do you think they will master gravity with either an anti-grav-
ity or a null-gravity apparatua?" Here the results were moatly on the negative
gide, nine saying that it would never happen with two others naming odd dates,
1949 (for what reason I don't know) and the other, "April issue of Qther Worlds,'
1951." This melea even less senso, oven knowing who said it. Anymay, the
avorage guess put it just five years beyond the robot, 2116.

Jquastion fifteen
wag, "7Then do you think tho world will bo ruled by ona government?" Hore pas-
aimism ran high, and the average was 2027. (Two scid 1984,) Two thought it
would never happen, and the sconest was 1959, one year short of my enawer. The
highost was 2500,

Swinpgtng into our field was question 16, "When do you think they
will issuo the first slieck (like the Poat) all-sciencu~fiction magazine?" Four
fens with no faith in the future seid never, but the rsst placed it in August
1952. The most pessimistic thought it would bc along about the year 1962,

#ith the sevontecnth and last question I askad, "When do you think wa will soce
an official World Fan Convention outside of North america?" ¥y ides was that
with scicnce-fiction becoming more international in scope, that some day another
country might outvote the U,3. dolegation and win a site. 3ix thought never,
and ons had no idea. Tho rost settled on early 1959, which ien't so far off.
Good thing thoy didn't scy 1558; I'd hato to have to mova 3outh Gate ta England
Just to hold a convention thare.

I want to thank Paul %Gordon for nis help, and
the following LASFSers and guests who snsworad the poll: Hulen Cinders, Dave
Fox, Bill Blackbeard, Ed Connor, Frank Quatroceci, Ira Rosen, Howard Toop, Rory
Faullmsr, Charles Walker, Will Cox, Paul Gordon, Forry Ackerman, Jean Cox, EEEvana,
David Lesperance, Alan Hershey, Monty Hind, Alen 3cheeffer, Richard Terzien,
John Hiund, Len Moffatt, PEGinders, Helene llears, and myself...
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Togetaer they were about to perpetrate tae srectest
criae imaginable. Feverighly taey trent over fthe details, a-
gain aad agein recerr-ng to itne botule of . le enervating ii-
Quide Uccg3101hlly one would burst out wikh an eerie niercing
screanl, subsaiding into chortles of fiendich glee, bbinz their
noands to;ethcr in silent agreenent. Siovily the --lolce taing vias
taliing wicpe, a shepe so norrible os to veuwain forever ncucless-
1y reierred o as #The Thingz.¥

Duncderkonf " screaied Virile Vaon Couvering.

Miein Her:r, you is loaced but not cined," smiled Steddy
Sneary, vointing to the bLlapk necaine,

A dicture fell ofi tae wll, sactteiring the silence.
a b ]

Virile oppiroccaed tiae xacnine with unconcecled excitenante.
ile narveled at tie complex worass of gears, rods, HMistons, and
rollers. The mechenism of the machine puzzlaed hin svill, and he
turned tovrards Jolvxin! Jessicz, as if to cuestion her. But he aesi-
tated, and uiien returined to ude ilacnine. His fingers found thar
position on tine iandle, :nd soon the mechine begen to hum. A
cueer kavocn, kavisa, lravooil, lavish emcnated from “tc tiiroat.

Iloody ..ears sat in one corner of the roon, biting her lips.
Slie rztched the Droceedings at the black macinine with baleful
vluodsiot eyes. Tais effort s coomed, she liept mutiering.
And go tcs tie pale enervating liguid, :or  subeoiceious vold aer.
Actans mmon vore cnxllel inastinct, "oody siabde  the ennty bottle
and cdrsaspearced -nto the night.

#Yould vetter uurry up, doocdy, ¥ crieqa gJiewady as he sow aer
retreating foma.

4Up cnd at 'em again,¥ cried Virile. ¥YI'a only -:° ‘ug
sligntly messy,” as Pe wiped Lis lhands on a grimy rag. rraller,
scaneller, immer schneller]®

Suddenly i.oody vurst in the coor, vaving a cheaf ol s iss
chizcese and ith ainother vottle of ale enervating liguil (Juieched
to ler ample boson.

#Tel]l] me not n stenecrls mournful--7 ccile fron tiie ¢lenched
lins of Steady unecry.

“Thgtis about enouzgi for right now--i Joltin' Jes o 52.G.
Anc¢ 5o i¥ 1/aSessa
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SHANGRI-LA #23 ig a non-profitable
publication of the Los .ngeles Seience-
Fantacy Socisty. The mediocrity of

thie issue in no way rellects the views
of the publisihers.

~— SDITGR: John Van Couvering
USEFUL FiIRSONS: Helene Mears,
Rick Snoary, Len Moffatt,
Alsn liershey, Bill Rotsler.

l—] You owe us money. Pay up. DSubscription expired. Still with us?

[:] This is a sample oopy. Aerdly any obligations.

Jend contributions, endowmonts and brite

3 te Alan Fershey, 2211 Atlantic Blvd, LA22
Fathogenic cultures cad induction

notices to JVC, 10358 3. Downey .wa., Dowmey, Cal.



