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EDITORIAL:
'MIS THERE A FAN IN THE HOUSE?"

For years, Whenever any non-fantasy fqn has 28ked me what we
do in this society, I've always replied: "It's an amateur jour-
nalism club.,. That reply has always seemed simpler and easler
than any other how can one in the course of a few minutes explaln
the wvasgt rnm1fjcations of science fiction and fantasy and the ap-
preclation of 1t? "amateur journalism--" usually satisfies the
inquirer and carries no connotations of inganity. Now I find that
I'm justified. At least ten of the dnzen members who “srm the core
of the club are concerned in some way with writing, Of late, the
clubt has been more of a would-be writers' gathering than a social
anpreciation of fantasy.

Did I say "would-be"? Well, that's only nartially true., Even
forgetting such regular attendees as A,E. van Vogt, E. Mayne Hull
and L., Ron Huthtard, several of the members are writers in theilr
omn right. E. Evere’t Evans has recently had more "luck" than any
of the nther local fans, We lsarned just a couvle of days ago
that his short—short.i“GUurantend", which was so popular when it
anpeared in STARTLING a while back, is to be included in 2 new
science fiction anthology sgoon to annear, Furthermrre, he has sold
several storieg to WEIRD TalLES, whose editor thinks he's a venname
for Ray Bradtury., Ainother of our members, William Blackbeard, who
has written for WEIRD TalES, is connected with radio writing., And
st11ll another, L. Major Reynolds (whose excéllent short-short,
"lemon Cream Pie", apoears in this issus) 18 coming back into the
writing fold after a long absence, Mr. Reynolds had two storles
ouklished in the SATURDAY EVENING POST quite 2 while ago. Louls
Lovelace (guch pseudonymous-sounding names!) 1s one »f the seven
wonders of the club-~he types his manuscripts with even margins:on
both sides, without leaving spaces in the line, Dale Hart, former
editor of this nublication, 1s dropning o2ut of fandom, for one
thing, to help further his literary ambitions. But hs's prosti-
tuted himss1lf--he's going to write mysteries and westerms,

One would ordinarily think that Forrest J Ackerman (of the

ACKERMAN aUTHORS' AGENCY) would be in the height »f his glory--and,
in a way he 13, As the agent for nearly everyone he holds nearly
everymne¢ under his thumb, But,ithen agailn, he now finds it impos-
gible to distinguish his social life from his business 1life., And
he has estimated that 1f he sold every plece nf fiction .prnduced
by the club, it would f111 all the magazin=s l=zaving no room for
the van Vogts and the Hubbhards, (That earthquake that just passed
ma8 van Vogt and Hubbard shaking in their btoots,.) But Everett has
pninted out that over 150 fans have become writers, editors and
artists in the fantagy flelds,

Thare 18 2 1ittls undercurrent of rivalry running through the
cluk, »f course, and thls has exnressed 1tself 1in Eph Koenigsberg's
proposal that we have a sweepstakes to see who makes the most money
aff of writing in ons year. (Since that was nagsad, Eph hag become
2. paragon of jnurnalistic energy. I susvected he had an ultsrinr
mpddves ). THE BND,
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EDITOR'S NOTE: This article 18 an abstract of 2 speech mads
ty Mr. van Vogt before the Pasadena Chanter of General Semantics,
June 25, 1948, This speech was highly lmpromptu in nature as van
Vogt had had no time for preparation, and 1t was made virtually
without notes. As i1t, and 1ts ramifications, took about three and
a half hours, thls was quite an accomplishment. (llore so, since
van Vogt, unlike most -authors, is not a voluble gneaker,) This
article 1s composed of notes taken by Kenneth Bonnell, Secretary
of the LafF5, and Leland Supiro. If, for any reasnon, the presenta-

tlon of argument seems inadequate, it is not necegsarily Mr. van
Vogt's fault,

Mr, President, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I was one of those people wvho, before reading Scilence And
Sanity said, "I think---", "I believe---", "It 1s my opinion---",
It seems to me---", to the great dlsturbance of my family and
friends. They said: "Be positive, or you won't achieve." 1I've
gotten to agree; 1t doesn't pay to say, "It might be the best."
You have to say, "It 1s the best." 1In writing, you can't use
"seems", you have to use "is'. .

There 1s in most people a conflict betwreen the attitudes of
positivity and uncertalnty. They acquire this conflict early in
11fe and they resolve it usually in one way: By repressing the
uncertalnty, by demonstrating only the positiveness. The used car
dealer has to look his customer in the eye and say, "This is a won-
derful car, It runs like new." He doesn't mention the sawdust in
the differential, And this man is mature in his own opinisn. He
minlisters hie business with sk11l, and he feels that this adjust-
ment 1s the adjustment. People do this everyday and are admired
For lhyg

There is a3 great deal to say for thls methnd: The world at
Present and 1n the past has been run by positive peovnle., These
'thalamic people” of the world have left thelr impress upon his-
tory--like juggernauts they have swept the uncertain from before
them and demolished thelr enemies,

But poslitivism contains within itself the seeds of its own
destruction and the destruction of the culture of which it is an
expregsion. The poslitivist is nalvely unaware of the nature of his
own 1impulses, of his own conflicts, of his own potentialities.

Such is not so of those methods developed by the newer
branches of the sclences of psychiatry, psychology, philosophy,
and cultural anthropology. The underlying doctrines of general.
semantics are founded upon --not uncertalnty-- but sort of a
negative certalnty; at least, 1tsls eertaln. that nothing, ls’ cer-
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tain, But such 18 an over-simplification, It 1s enough to say
that as the individual beglins to learn and acquire these tech-
nigues, he finds himself more able to cope with those forces, both
internal and extetnal, which threaten hls happiness.,

General gemantlics can sween aslde many of the false notlons
that hold sway in the world tnday, The problem is, how to make °~
people become aware of those methods, Now, for the first time in
the history of our civilization we have the faclilltles wlth which
to educate people extensively, But the slow process of education
is not our answer; there 1s not time, We have 2 deadline.

Then, how? I have tried many times to answer the questioﬁ.

Languige In Action was my first book in genéral semantics.
I found it inadequate; it made little impression upon me. Like
many other peonle who come across null-A, I f=21t I knew 1t already.
I felt that 1t was composed of platitudes and elementary things.
"Plain talk" books like Language In ‘Action is not the answsr, I
fear, My next book was Sclsnce and sSanity, which was = milestone
in my 1ife. It had made an intellectual conquest, and has remained
with me ever gince, My d~ubts were 1ntellectua11y resolved; It
314 away with the conflict tetwesn positivism and uncertalnty
wilthin me,

However, such btooks as SAS 40 not present 2 solution to the
problem of how to introduce null-A to the layman. I've loaned
and given the book to otners, ktut they refused to read it. They
"wanted to remd 1t, but didn't have the time."” So I realized
that thig wasn't tho best book, after 211, Gradually, 1 stopned
mentloning general semantics and ceased tringing 1t up in dia~
cussions. This wag something new; penple had signal rzactions
against 1t, The vproblem was still thers,

An insight into the problsm was contained in The mducation
Of T. C. Mits, a 1ittle book on mathematics, by LiIllan R.
Augh Gray Tiober., I was lmpreszed with thelr descriptinns of ‘the
levels by which knowledzs is projected to the mass of tho people:
The top level is that of pure science; in this lofty realm dwell
men of Einstcinian stature who speculate on the nature of things
mathematical and theorstical, They are not snreaders of know- .
ledge. The levsl just below them 1s nccupied by thnsge intelligent
men ®ho apnly the discovari~es nf thelr nelkhbors upstalrs to the
fields of physics, chemistry, bilology, et cetera. Thes level below
them 18 that of the technical engineer, who 1s apnlying the re-~
gults of the work of the people in the level just above him; he
usually knows very little of the top level. The floor of the
level below him 1e¢ cluttered uv with =cientific junk--radios, tele-
vision sets, automobiles, etc.--placed there by the mechanics.
There is still a level below that: The level of the great mass
of common people who are often not aware of the inner workings of
even such things =25 automoblles and radilos,

This levelinez stuff 1s imnortant: Gradually, as yon talk
with people, you find that knnwledge can't be nulled down from
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one levsel tn annther, You have t» ralse them up to» the prooer lev-
el--an? that 1s excee’ingly Aifficult. Nevertheless, I was deter-
mined to teach general semantlcs 1n some manner.

I read Sclencz 4nd Sanity early in the 1940s; it was quite 2
mhile l=2ter that. I tried to salve ths problem by writing Woprld Qf
A o The story 11lustratzd basic premises of zeneral semantics, but
T crined my mvn nhrasss in the gstory. I 4iAn't want to give ths
reader the imvressio-n I was propagandizing s» I refralned from men-
tioning Sclengs and Sanity, Therstwas a bosm in. the sales of
Sclence 4nd Sanitv Aduring the mrnths »f Augzust, September and Qcto-
ber, hhwever,

But 1t, tnon, I found, wag not the answer; such an undertaking
wag ton Intricate,

it the time I was trying t» s~lve the protlem, the problem
vag beginning t» gnlve 1tsslf,

In 1945, Auring the 1last y2ar »f World 7Tar I, Phase II, when
the African Front wag npened, 1t was Aiscovered that 17% »f the
personnel 1lnsgeg were Aue to the Germans 2an? the Itallians ant an-
sther 17% t» "battle fatigue". To put 1t annther way: Nervous
breakdnwnsg were puttinz ~ut »f actio-n s mainy men as the combined
technnlogical warfare »f the German and Italian armicses., This was
2 gltuation much Acplare but one they were unable tn cope with
Aus 1o the 11mlte? nunmber of psychilatrists, Or s» they felt.

However, when the Normandie Front was npened, 1lt. C»l, DHug~-
las M, Kelley, ¥.D,, obtainedA vermi=sisn from Headquarters t» try
an experiment —ith 7,000 men, 7,000 mecn--just like that! This
experiment eonsiste? ~f an establishment »f a series »f "group
psychntheravies", ~hich emplayed methnis boarraved from general
semantics, These "group nsychntheravies” employe? such Aeviees
28 non-identity, consciousnesgs-nf-abstracting, »ptimum tonacity,
an? the -chrticn-thalamie pause, These methnds--especially the
last named-~were shovn to te highly effective in the oreventi-n ~f
~rvervhelming fright, the symvntom that usually prnceceds fatigue,

The 17% »f the 1nsses Aue to fatizue Aropped to 2%--dem ns-
trating the imporrtant nature ~f such 2?vancss in methods ~f train-
inz ~ur nervoug systems,

Due t~ the gsuccess ~f this exveriment, the government has
instituted intn the Unlted States Navy a more extensive training -
program in general smenatics under the c¢hmmand »f Lt. Com., Saunders,
O+ther sxneriments hove been started in nther brances ~f the grvern-
ment ag, for example, the Department ~f Agriculture. This Aepart-
ment oraved by their exveriment that 2 large group »f pennle
traine® in techniques »f gene»al semantics can reach a2 "ne hundred
percent extensinnal agreement ~n even such controversial subjeacts
ag pn1litics, econnmics, an? legal proceedure,

(Crntinued »n page 19.)
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. The small metalllc-skinned animal stood facing a host of his
own kind. His wee paws were upralsed in suppvlication. Each tiny
head 1in the multitude was howed in prayer,

"Almighty ones,-why have you forsaken us? ¥e have done our
dutles as your teachings tell us we must, Yet for many moons we
have hungered., No more do you send us the masses of rock contain-
ing the metal on which we live., No more do we hear the thundering
nolse, as they fall from the heavens. If we have offended thee,
we are wllling to atone in any manner acceptable in thy sight,
Help us our Lords, for we hunger,"

For a moment the silence held, and then the creatures turned,
and, seeking thelr homes, vanished.

- s don't care what you say. We are not going to land near
that city." Syd Holmes had his temver going full blast., "We'll
Dark 0ld Betsy down there by the cliffs where she'll be safe. It
won't hurt you guys to do a 1little hoofing, after riding all the
distance we did, We're not going to take chances with the shin,"

"Syd 1s right, We don't have any idea of who or what is in
that city. Why take chances with old Betsy?"

"Thanks, Ed, I knew I could count on you'to help poke some
sense into this bird-brain.

The long metal cylinder swung about, an the tail atomic
blasts let her do¥n smoothly toward the sands below, A touch of
the bow rockets set her level, and she 11t easily.,

"Shake it up, guys. Get the lead out., We st111 have eight
hours of dayliaht to do gome prowling in., Let's go see what lives
in that city we saw,

The three set off up the cliff, following a faint nath.that
seemed to lead 1in the dlrection of the ecdty,

For long minutes the silence held, Then a palr of bright
eves peered from the opening of a tunnel, Disbelief, wonder and.
awe chasged themselves across the tiny face. A few hesitant steps
into the open brougzht him to the side of the vast expanse of metal,

Never before had thelr Gods answered his prayers qulte 80
quickly, Never before had they sent anything but masses of rock
In which were embedded the bits of metal so important for food,

Mayre.1t was a dream, He sidled forward, and took a nibble
out of a nrojecting fin, He chewed doubtfully, and then with



confidence, It was food, but in a2 different form tham he had ever
gseen,  No 1apor to thls; it was a feagt for the taking,

He hurried back to the tunnel, and started a peculiar vibra-
tion that summoned his people. The message read: "The Gods have
answered onur prayers., There is food for all,"

The tlny creatures swarmed over the shivp. Gnuant and hungry
28 they were, none tried to, crowé¢ the others, The Gods had furn-
ished the food, and 1t 111 behooved them to quarrel over anything
so provided,.

The outer hull had vanished when, sudidenly, they left the shin
in 2 body. One eame to the leader,

"Oh, Margoon, we sense within this rock vast quantities of the
forbidden metal. What shall we do?"

Margnon examined the shell carefully, then made hls declsion,
"Leave it as it is. Merely take the food from around it. The
Gods send it often, as a temptation, but 1t 1s never to be eaten,
We must abide by the will of the Gods."

Slowly the outlines of what was left of the ship dlsapveared.
Long lines of the tiny creatures carried the nrecious food to the
storerooms, Suppnlies for many years to come., Never again would
hunger strike the colony,

When the last of the metal wag stored away, Marazoon summoned
all of them to him. Again the mutitude of tiny he4ds were bowed
In prayer.

"Almi<zhty Ones, we are 2 very humble veonle, Lo, we had
doutted you, because of hunger, Yet you, in your mercy, sent
quantities of food, the 1likes of which e have never seen be-~
fore. Fond for generations to come, ¥e have left untasted the
forbidden metal, as you wnould have us do. Ye do hot knowingly
break the laws that you have 1aid down for us. We will make many
gacrifices to you in the times to cnnme. Never agzain w11l we know
doubt of you, our-most =zenernus of. Gods,"

The assembled pooulace turned quietly to their tunnels. Fat
tummies were fllled to vonping.

"of all the screwball places, that city took the cake." E4
Blake was peecved 2and didn't care ~ho knew 1t, "We wasted an en-
tire Aay on the thing and zot nothing for our work. Somebody
must have cleaned it out before we ot there. Syd, isn't there
2 bit »f metal on this whole planet?"

"Don't worry, Ed. Thevre's some reason we haven't found 1t
yet. After all, this 1s a 2o0d- sized world, and there must HE=o
lot of cities we ¢ n exnlore., Don't glve up so easily."
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"I'm not giving up, I'm just puzzled. Something is screwy
here, and I want to know what it 1s,"
%4
Bi1ll Harden's volce broke in, "Ed, for Pete's sake, quit
chewing on that hunk of wall, It might be poison,"

"Don't taste like may poison I ever tried. Reminds me of
some candy we used to have when I was 3 kid., Here's a place I
broke off of a door, Have 2 bit, and see if it don't taste some-
thing like hardtack,"

"So help me, Ed, you eat everything you zet ynur paws on,"
Syd stovved, and 1looked around., "Here's the path*that laids
to whers we left Betsy,"

As they neared the spot where they had left the ship, Ed
remarked, "Funny we can't see Betsy. We must have parked her
closer to the c¢liff than I thought,"

Reaching the bottom, they turned, and stopved dead in their
tracks, On their untouched standards stnnd seven gleaming cyline
ders of atomic fuel,

"What in the name of the holy Gehenna!" Syd's volce broke.
"here in the hell is our ship?"

Ed's volce mas choked, "Look at the food supplies. Every-
thing is loose on the sand. All the cans are gone. It's nothing
but garbage, We can't eat that,"

"Stop thinking of that blasted stomach of yours, Ed. This
really nuts us behind the eizht ball., What do you supnose hap-
pened, Syd?"

"You've got me, Lonk at the edges of the standards. They
look like they have been chewed,"

Ed BElake was trying to snrt out the nile »f nrovisions,
"This stuff can't be used. See, it has a sort of mold on it,
What are we going to do?"

"B4d", Syd Holme's volce quavered, "Let's have 2 bite of that
wall you were chswing on, From the lonks of things, somebody ate
our shin, It will be six months befnre anybody comes to rescue
us, 80, 1f we want to live, we'll haveto eat their city!"

The End!
Eph Koenigsberg says, "They might as well look unsullied!"

And adds: "Fans with large collections, most of which have
become tarnished, mizht take this tip: Get a sheet of 4-0 sand-
paper and sand down the edges of the p-wges. Do thls gently, and
keep the nages firmly tozether during the process. Keen the
covers out of the way, %When through, the book will look clean and
new, and will not be harmed in any way, Cheap process, too."
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The latest development in stereoscoplc photography was recent-
ly announced by the Sclence Nevs Letter. Working under the aus-
plces of the U, S. Navy at the Naval Photogravhic center at Ana-
costia, D. C., Daouzhlas F, Winnek of Mt, Vernon, N.Y., develoned
the system known as "Tri-vision." 3

In stereoscopnic photogranhy the nroblem 18 to present the
left eye view to the left eye, and the riaht eye view to the right
eye'but to prevent elther from seeing both. Thies has been achieved
in the past by superimmosing the views on a screen or on film and
f1ltering the images with colored »~r volarized viewers, or by
viewing the separate plctures in a steroscone which makes the two
apoear to be in the cgame spot: by means of prisms., Thisg you may
remember as the old parlor variety.

The new system requires that the film be passed through a
roller which embosses the side of the film away from the emulsion
with almost invisible parallel vertical cylindrical lenses, as
sho™n in enlarged view: =

. The camera lens 1s seven inches in diameter so as to cover
the span of the average nair of eyes, The light reaching the film
1s focused by the lenses on the film to very thin lines which when
viewed are magnified so as to fill the width of the lenses, like
the fluld in a thermometer 1s magnified by the glass, As each eye
sees a different image magnified to fill the nicture, 1%3 see
around the ohjects in the plcture., Magazine covers, illustrations,
and car cards e¢an use this by printing the image, even in color,
then soraying the picture with clear acetate as varnish and then
embosging the acetate with a grooved roller to match those on the
film. However, to be that realistic, three dimensional subject
must be used and the medium must be photography.

43 many as thlrty exnosures can he made in succession on one
plece of film and if the subject should move during the exposures
the audlence can see the movement as they pass the picture.

The navy's chief interest in the vrocess was to develovne a
better visual a1d for the navy's education program., The writer
thinks a two-lens camer4 should be superior to the single lens
because then the pictures would be "two-eyed" instead of many
eyed, THE END.
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Tre Marker Is Mot The Story

. Reprinted through the courtesy of WRITERS' MARKETS & METHODS

An interview with Ray 3radbury by X. alton “illems

In the past six years Ray Bradbury's stories have
‘appeared in Harper's, The New Yorker, Mademoiselle, Collier's,
Ihe American Mercury, ggarm, and some fifteen pulp magazines,
Some of these starisg wers chrsen for the "Best American Short
Stories,” I946 and 1948 editions, and for the "O Henry Memori-
2l Award Prize Stories of 1947.," Some ~f his radio plays have
been nresented by Susvense, while his script for World Securi-~
ty Workshop recieved a3 Dodd Mead aAward and w#1ll anvear in
"Best One Act Plays of 1947." Many of his sanrt st-ries may
be found in Arkham House's current "Dark Carnival,"

Bradbury was torn in Waukegan, Illinnis, in 1920,
and has heen living in Los Angeles sirce 1934,

Ray Bradbury started writing when he was 12, The stories were
sequels to Tarzan--ones he couldn't afford to tuy. He spent the
next nine years learning how to reach a larger audilence,

Bradbury, tnday, still writes stories he would want to read,
He doesn't write for money market, for certain magazines, nor for
1 chogen audlence, He writes the besgst story he can to sell where
1t may., MNost of his stories are on the fantasy side,

"Most selling writers could prnduce a story of any type,"
Bradbury says, "but the authnr who nrefers wegterns, for instance,
can write fine ones with a <00d deal of gincerity in them. This
1s 2 feelinz he could not zive a type of story he Aidn't 1like.

The sincerity extends to the reader and imoroves the story im-
measurably. _

"mich Anesn't mean there is anything wrong with writing for
money, for those who vrefer tn do so, The money-writsr is writing
for a purvose ~“nd he's in some ways on sounder fonting than many a
writer who wouldn't think of writing for money. He knows what his
objective is."

Bradbury believes the writer must know his objective, must
know why he is writing., If it's money he wants, and only money,
he should admit this to himself and go 4bout finding ways to make
1t. But, 1f, 1like Bradbury, once considers artistic worth and
renutation 2borve 2ll, then this, ton, ~hould be admitted and saild
author should resien himself to5 1lttle money but great returns in
revutation until his name is established, whereuvnn the money will
bezin 2vpearing as reward for honest work well done, A goal to
reach w111 bhrine out individuality and style that would nnt de-
velop In a writer tryling to fit first one, and then annther,

arket, :
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He's got reasons for thinkins writers shouldn't gtudy markets
ton 1ntensely.

"The writer 'vho 'slants his material is striving to copy some-
thing., He should develop his nwn nroduct, should ¥now what 1% 1isg,
and should have some 3dea of where to sell, But he shonuldn't be
writing the typical X Magazine story, The editor can get that from
his regular writers,'

Not slanting h~s shown results. A science-fiction story Frad-
bury wrate, exnecting it to land in a pulp, hit 2 top anmﬂian pub-
lication at twenty times the vuln price, Rzaagson: He hadn't writ-
ten Aown,

"Knnw what you have to offer. If you dnn' t think it ~ood
don't submit 1t, If you think it your best don't be afraid of any
market,

Rradtury learned courage in submlssinns the hard way, Several
stories were on flle for threc yoaks before he nerved himself to
submit them, One, a2 psycholosglical study of a2 neurntic bny with a
Christ comnlex, finally went, and was sold, to Charm, Hardly a
likely market, A vamnire story went to Harner's and gstaved there!
Annther vampire story sold t» Mademnisg:s e lte fﬁey were gnnd anough
to ov=rcome eﬂ1t0r1%l reluctance to stories so far =field, The
vampire story was so unsuitable tn Mademnisclle that the editnr
chanzed to a vamnires igsus to suit thz story.

Azain: "I See You Never'" was in file for two years befors
submission,. . Ihg MNew Yopkenr used -1t,.mand, m fen wesks Aao, 1t .mwon
a place in "Ths Fest am~rican Shert Stories: 1048,"

Readers have found a Bradbury story Aosesn't change quality
acenrding to the migazine, The edltor knowe it 1s the test Brad-
bury can do regirdlsss of rates, . Giving only of the best ls the
sur=zgt way, Pradbury feels, for an =uthnr to hope tn nlease both
editors and readegrs,

"I Aon't knov what a tynical Bradbury story 1c,” he adnits,
"I hope the nne I ~rite tomorrow is better thain ths nne I write
todsay, .of eourse, -because I exvasct the ~ne today to teach me some-
thing more about writing

"My storiecs are imaginative hecause that's my fleld., Sin-
cerity is imnﬁrtwnt. It's hard to make the reader feel something
the authopr doesn't...No, I never ~rite down, and I'm n~t ashamed
of anything I turn out, I ma2ke 1t my best work...I don'tg usc
pgoudonyms, but sometimes the editors will insist upon one."

Bradbury re2ds literature as an 2aid to writing. "This might
goun? strange for. 2 wihitor rhoss! work’ hac.gones nostly to . therpAipa.
Yot, the magters o»f llterature were, first, masters of telling =
story well, and the writer can learn from them. The writer sh-uld
do his hest for ths story, not ths market, Hls best 1s to nrovide
entertainment to serve the purnhse-of the reder. If the writer
has a meggace it must be~sécondqr¥i
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Thc writer should strive for 1 well paced story, written as
well as he can hanﬂle it., The writer's vocabulary need nnt be ex-
tengive~-he shouldn't throw unusual words at the re~der--but I do
believe in using the richt word, The read should be glven gsome-~
thing ma~e than the basic meaning by the use of words that arc dy-
namic wnd conlorful, that pravide nictures for the readar,

"Every writer must be his character, Describe the character's
reactione, feelin~s, sensations--what he smells, and whether, for
instance, he feels 2xtreme heat ar cnld, This brings the realer
closer to the character, This must be Aone in moderatisn, though,
The character's immeAiate circumstance must be kont in mind and
what he 1s 1lkely to n~tlce taken into consideratinn.

"I try t» enakle the reader to ggg. Ray Bradhury should never
come betwcen readsr and story. I "ant the rcader to be thers. The
writer's personality or Wit shouldn't c¢ome intns the narratinsn »f
the story. Flavor, color, humdr or slang should come through the
actiong and diwlogue af the characters, n~t from intruding %sides
from the auth-r,"

Bradbury finds stnries gro™ best from characters and ideas,
The writer who wnorks with these =111 crenate many new stories for
each nne he writes, :

"I 2zet dry spells, »f course, but I have snme pratectinan
againgt the~, I usually take three t» six mrnths t» finish a
story. But I'm not working on it all that time. I try to keep
28 storiss in oragress Auring one veap g0 carry a story forward
when I feel like working »n that stary. Then I'm n~t interested
in 1t a8 I ghould be I put it away and wnrk on somathing for
7hich I can shnv gome enthusiasm, There is always snme atnry to
fit the moad, and, »f course, with 8o many stories going I have
the backloag and the mrmentum t5 25 An "hen i1deag are scarce,

"I believs the "riter should "ark an gomething, 2anything, to
bs writing. I work flve to elght hours a day, 2t least five days
9 neel e

What many writers would consider 2 finisghed story nften gnes
bick in file for vnssible later revisinn,

"I get the most effective final copy when I'm nnt tH» object-
lve about the first Araft. I get words down so the 1ldea 1s there,
and the correct mnmd and tensiosn, Revisiosn is largely a matter of
cutting t» spe~d the nace and eliminate wordage that micght be more
Imnnrtant to the author than the reader. Belng too »bjlective and
critical, ton analytical on the “irst draft sometimes freszes a
writer, The writinz 4n sn't crme naturally, hut is stiff and awk-
ward -~gelf-consciousg,"

Bradbury believes t»» things should be avnided by the begin-
ning writer, First is coll~bnratinn, Hers each writer hnpes the
ather will 4o the —ork, Second, stay away from first person writ-
ing, Few gtories are nnt rettar in the third nerson, and the
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writer always using the first person 1s develnping a thought-habit
hard tn Dbreak.

"Jriters must ¥now human behavior, They should learn to cre-
ate a2 character which the readar will accept as recognlzably human,
The *riter should study penvle, nﬁturﬂlly, and a few bonks »n psy-
chnlngy ghould ke read, But Ann't let the technical vsychnloxical
terms enter your actual writing, Use your knﬁ'leﬂﬁe to motivate
the characters, n~t t» impress the reader,"

It is almays lnteresting to finﬂ »hat 2 writer thinks 'a wrliter
1g, "They certainly aren't thinkers," Brajbury said, "They're not
1dea men or swvreaders of knowledge, Nnt primarily, at least, The
fiction writer is, first, an emdrtinnalist, Wherether hc admits it
or nrt. A story 1s not successful thrruzh lnglc, nr beantiful
thinking, »r by its anneal t» ths intellect, though these elements
must be nresent. It succeeds in its appeal to the readers' emo-
tinns. Many »f ths best beloved storles are weak in ploat and 1ldea,
1molxusible In coneception, They are great because they get under
the reader' 8 skin, causing him t» react sympathetically »ith the
characters,"”

Bradbury sees nnthing crmplicated ~bout plotting. "I oput my
‘character at 2 turning ponint in his 1life, where he neceds something.
Then he will almost automatic2lly be in conflict with gomeone try-
ing to prevent him from getting its The stsry growg from the con-
flict.

"No, I don't know =any tricks to maky writing easy., It's work
and study and =riting...¥eth~d? Sit down and "rits...In 1dﬂit16n,
I frichten the neighborhnnd bv shouting for quiet s» I can work,

Bradbury's idea file is unusual., Instead »f filing 1deas he
wvrit~s an npeninz, The 14ea is in use, the m1nd 1s set, ths story
15 started and ready tn continue at any time,

"SAame mriters are sure their stnries are n~t c¢omsidered by the
editars," Bryibury satd. "Personally, I've submitted a 1-t »f work
tn eﬂitﬁrs whn'd never he=zrd »f me. Often they bou*ht Sﬁmetimes,
atnries cnme back with letters telline why they weren't buying."

Bradbury knows ﬂiscaurmgemont knows it mustn't be allowed to
get the writer down, He wrote for four years before submitting his
first story, then submitted for five years before selling, He
learned much in this time An? succeses came because he kept going,

He's found discouragement comes even with steady sales. The
writer Ancan't acquire seninrity and the right to an lncome as does
the emplnyee. Each story is a new experience in writing and sell-
ing, must stand on its ~wn.

Bradbury telievss shnrt stories are vhere the flctinn vriter
sh~uld learn his trade, The short story is easiest to sell, and
princivles learned here apnly t» all fields of writing-an?’ dramq-
tic precentation,
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JUST A~ Z)X RECHEIE T

Soie s SRE o % e BL P b b
Election time comes ever so nften and this time was no excen-

June 24th: 446th Consecutive ting:

tion, Jean Cox was elected Director, Kenneth Bonnell Secretary,
and--29 one misht susnect--Forrest J. Ackerman Treasurer. Russ
Hoedgking and Gus Willmorth won the positions of senior and Junior
committeemen, resnectively,

E. Everett Zvains brousght up 8 subject very dear to him--that
of a West Coast Conference; a vne=day conventinnette for Ydéd local
fans, He exnlained hils reasons why he thouzht the LASFS should
soonsor one, mostly on the ~rounds that many of the younzer Western
fans were unable to attend the Eastern conventions throuzh lack of
money. He motioned that the LASFS snonsor one on Labor Day, Sept.
5th., Dave Fox seconde? and the motion was passed, Everett was
placed in charge of the arraneements,

July 1st; 447th Consegutive Meeting:

Thils meetine wag held at the possible alternative clubroom at
Golden State University on Santa fonica. Cox called for 2 Aiscus-~
sion on whether 1t should ke used ae a regular meating nlace, It
had several advantagss, the major one beineg that ws could use 1t
comnletely frea, but several of the members felt that it was too
far away for them to attend, go 1t was decided to keep our old one.

The speaker for the svening, ons ™m,R. Eoorman, Ph.d., 2 blo-
1n2%8t and chi1ld psychologist, was introduced, Dr, Boorman com-
vared the scisntific knnwledzs of the last gerneration with this
28 exemplifisd by himself and his father,

July 8th; 448th Congecutive Mceting:

dean Cox ‘read a letter from Ray van Houten pronosing that a
system of awards t- set up along the lines of th- Motion Picture
Academy Tor the tegt works in science-fictinn and fantasy fields
that annear during the year, both profzssional and amateur., The
LABFE agreed that 1t was 2 goond 1dea and that 1t would co-operats.
Then he read a letter from Forrest and an c¢nclosed paper-clipping.
Thz lettsr contained hanneninzs of intercst going on at the Torcon
and th~ clioning was of a newgnapsr cover-ge of the convantion,
ent1tl=4 "Zap! Zanl!", which made the fang sound 11ks children,
which of course thsy don't sound 1like,

July 15th; 449th Consgscutiyve lMeeting:

At ths GPiffith Planctarium, +he "show" for July was "a Trip
To The Moonn", which several members attendcd; without ado, the dis-
cussion went to it., althonuzh, 1t was disapvointineg in some res-
pscts 1t contalned soveral unexnocted surprises, For examnle: The
opcrator of th~ proj=ctor "got off course" and couldn't locate the
Earth when we wsre halfray to the moon, Frantically, he tried to
find 1t, vheeling us swiftly chozs internlanetiry space in search
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of our home, As the rest of the .audience tittered embarrassedly,
the sclence-fiction fans sat shivering with fearful excitement at
this glimpse of things to come, "hen at some future date, other
travelers would be logt in the romote vastnesses of interplanatary
space, At 1last, ths aged astronomer managed to locate the gun; a
sharp, brizht ball that flamed brilllantly throush the control tur-
ret of our sgsvaceship., after du- d1112énce, we located Earth,

Thls same astronomsr had some troubles of less manusal nature,
He 13 the author of a couple of articles on interplanetary travel
mhich apoearsd in the Los AngelegiTimes in 1946, but he is guilty
of such as the following: "It would be imnossible to reach Venus
m1th any type of rocket now known, For Venus is 2 hundred times as
far away as the moon--that means that 1t would take 2 hundred times
a8 much fuel to get .there and that means that the ship would have
to be 2 hundred times larger which means, 1n turn, 1t would take a
hundrsd times mores fuel and thus would have to be 3 hundred times
larger and thus a hundred times more fuel--" A4 infinitum, 2ad
nauscum,

July 22nd; 450th Consscutive Meeting:

Our guest sveaker this evening was nons ~ther than E. Everett
Evans, nevly raturned from the Torcon. He ganoke about the conven-
tion, describing 1t 2t soms lsngth, He told about the speakers
and what they snoke, about the attendees and smoke-filled rooms.
He ga2id 1t wag the hest conventinn he'd 822n, excent for the Phil-
con,” It bettered the Pacificon and the Denvention.

July 29th; 451st Conmgecutive Megting:

ifnother homecoming: This time our golden-haired toy, Forrest
Ackerman, whom everyone owes money., Since ws had already been
treated to a lengthy discussion of tha convention by Evans, h=
glossed over 1t very briefly except to say that he wasn't as en-
thusiastic about it as Everett, although he =njoy=d it very much,
The chief drawback, he confided, was the noticeable lack of pro-
fessionals, who usually make or break a conventinn, However, our
agent didn't spend all his time at the convention; heé went and
bearded the editorial llons in their dens in order to sell more
stories,

He had ons rather amusing experience in Canada, Heo visited
8 publishing houss in order to obtaln some one-shot seience-fiction
and welrd tales magazlnes put out by it, all displaying covers a
12 Planet. He walked into the editorial office and told them that
he was 1inter~sted 1n buying some science fiction. The owner of
the place came out from in back and sald, "Scisnce-fiction I'ams
huh? Would you bty any chance 1like to buy some old Lovecraft bonks
I have--The Qutsider--for a dollar apiecel"

This 18 the anti-climax: The fellow was just kidding,

Anyway, Forrest didn't coms away empty handed. The gentleman
told him that hisg one-shots had besn so successful that ho was -
planning to publish a3 natlonal science-fiction periodical in the
near future, Everstt the week before had revecaled that "in the
next three months thaore will rogsibly be a new science-fiction
magazine on the stands put out by Robert N, Webster of the CLARK
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PUBLISHING CQyPANY. This mkgngne }'lltbe sémf-;;lck and will have
color dllustrations on -the n,ﬂétor;g THingB S8eem to bte looking

1¥m . . - i S
Utihiagle Sel o . i : [4
£ . 1’ : *s'j : ;
dugugt Sth: 452nd Congaeytive Mestine:
£ ; wre ——y, QNN wegE v i

5 o 1 > 4 ’

- News hapiﬁomo tb the slub‘ghat}the,rent might be boosted to
f1fty tuckgd “Walt-Daugheryy, whom Wwe sharc the clubroom with,
would pay part’of this, huf we'd sthll not bo 2ble to mest our
share, Itiwaa dcclded, théréfebsydthat we look for a new club-
room, Dir~ctor Cox apnointed geveril committecs-of-ons to look
“for qther pledces, e s

: Our ‘spenker thig meecting was Mark Blanck, psycho-dramatist
and stuydent 2f gensral semantics, who &poke on 2 gubjlect bearing

~:the title, "How DQ-EQQ‘KHOW You're sang?" It wasn'$'sBecifically

+ eoncerned with that 'problem', however, but ‘dealt with the history
oft 1d=a8 concerning.sanity, :

'ﬁggugg_lggn; 453rd Consecutive Msetinz: > RN

: Everstt announced ‘thnt Eric Temple Bell-~the John Taine of
Sclence Fiction--would be a principls speakar at the forthcoming
Nest Coast Canfersnce, He 21s0 told us that Talne was sngaged 1in
writing a scisnce fiction mystery, "Scarlet Nizht."

Cox passed: on the pursly-inforential intormation that aSF
would spen zo back to the old 10 X 7 sizs, He dednced this fronm
3. souress: 1, - Thers. 1s an announcement in- this issuc of DOC SaV-
AGE Tuat 1t is going back:to tha large size noxt 1ssus, 2, Ths
Strest 2and Smith pulp magazines have always been the same sizs ex-
cept for 2 bricf mariod in 1942-3, 3, <Campbell remarked in the
M2y 1ssusc that blz changss werc nlanned for the magazine,..No bets.

Our visitor, Ray Bradbury, Aisclalmed credit for the play that
™43 put on over Su3pense’ two woeks back, He said that ha h=ad
worked two weeks to get tham to put his name at the bezinning of
the pragram rather than tncking. it onto the snd and then all they
414 wag use hig title and two lines nf Alalozue, He was burnéd up.
{They pai1d him $300!) Henry Kuttener Intuitivsely recognize? the
.fact that 1t wasn't his and wrate -him about 1t, for which he com-
mended Hank. Robert Elnch wrete him to.:82y fhat hg .knew RAyY must
have written the commercials, (The commércials had kids 1in them.)

-

>

RaU.Re oOr R, U, ain't my baby?

Time rsveals that:in Milwaukee Arthur Brach compliiﬁed bltter-
ly that an 800-prund robot he was repaiiring had struck him on the
head, Just 2 glimpse ‘of things tn come?

Anather oddity:

Je learned recently that dgent Acksrman has besn spending a
gnod many »f his.evanings minding the tiny several-minth nld
Jaughter of Auth»r Bryce Walton, Better read the fine print in
those contracig next time, -Forrest, .
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id Cox of Lubec, Waine sezte ‘ ‘

vs2s"The wind is 'Blowing in Wy Eye"
was truly one of the best pieces of fan (%) fietion I've read in
a fanzinel All of the rest »f the issue was quite co0d; espec-
ially ¥mlightening minutes of the LASFS, In the newest Shangrie
LA, 1liked the pilo:(very well drawn) of the "weanon Shop" ané the
article. The minutes were again very zood. Always full of info
and hapnenings. Twas very funny about poor van Vogt and A«...B,
AC.OCB‘..... :

-~

Torry Ackerman's pages were very interesting and ree
vealing. I never knew that he and Cliloore had written a stoxry
together! 1:'thought that the only story he'd sold was the one
in TVS. Donkeys to baldpate one or something like.

' 3 ' TRITON #2

will be out in October sometimes We also hope it will be ime
proved in hoth format and material. Also, a companion-zine

to TRITON, OFEX STFIRA, will accompany it. Both 'fres, .but ex=
changes are welecome if you wanﬁ. ‘ ho 4e has had many stories
printed, very few have defiled the nare of PORIEST J ACKLIGIAN =e
something that enhances the name far more than the professional

workZZ? 3

Leslie ludson, roseland, virginia, states:e

Best thing in the nag
tiris time was Ur. Yeller's article "Glass Fouses." I don't use
ually care for his work but T liked this very much,

. The real rea-
son 1 buy this zine is because of the minutes of the LASFS meete
ings. As "oe Tiner says, they often carry news aheac of other
sources. //kh, pshawi27 i

& I Lee Budoff, exLASFS miss and artrix, confides from
)‘) Fﬁoenlx, Irizonase _ : . 3

Guess who is my nices$t friénd

'} \here in Phoenix? Torrie said that Raymand X, Jones
lives here so I looked him 'uP in the phone’ book and
v // sure enough, 1 found him. He ané his wifec are .the
# sSweetest, nicest people, just like Van ané Mayne,
only a trifle more extroversial. Ray works at the
weather bureau and raises horrid, smelly chickens
and a brood of cute kids., Tis wife is lovely, and
if she weren't blond and tall, 1'd swear she looked like Mayne,
Campbell sent them a clipping from the WY Times which .is all ae
bout the Russian reaction to Henmissancel Poor Ray, .if the Ruse=
sians ever land here he®11 be the first to go. According to the
little dears, his story stank of the usual "Decadent Democracy."
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ick Sneary P/C's from South Sate in '58:# 2
' Am 211 but on e )

ﬂﬁ@'wéy.fo fiy ‘own ﬁg}§onal bomb-dodgers retreat for 4th- /[ |

night. 59rry to see you {(Hart) go as ed of Shaggy. Gox ., /
might be goode. (Lots of Coxs, aren't there?) 1'd try

for the job, if. (a) I had time; (b) I was a member; (c)

I could spell,’ 1 feel quite attached to Shagyy, it be=

ing my first zine, and first to carry a Sneary letter,

. Keller outstanding. TReads like a medical »aper, yet
Tully understandable and interestings Cox nexts..-ho
a 1ittle club business might be workeé dn, he has the minutes up

- th a hish point in enjoyable reading.

¢ Jcoles.esel had a distant
cousin working out there. JNayy Lt,
: y 4 B s Confab great news. ¥Will be
there with rockets firing., Hape to be bringing Outsiders Society
€N MassS....es5€€ you there, :

Len “offatt, another Nutsider, from 3ell Gardens (Tha's across
a river or a road or an alley fron Southgate, also P/Clﬁzb

i 7 fe e b
SHANGTII=LA #7'was a fairly wellebalanced issue. Just enough
"light" stuff (Just a inute, Letters, etc) to oalance the "heayy"
stuff<~-both "light" and "heaVy™ stuff was most interés¥ing to
read. Hesulis, then, of your Mexperiment':- Success. $So mach for
one fan's opinion. Sorry to Hear you're leaving fandoa (LH, not
5=L) but glad to near you'll Yeturn later to "indulge in limited
activity". 700d luck on your story writingl. Nagerly await more
nevis on the Sept 5th confab; certainly hope to be there, Refera
ing egain to Se1, one complaint: not enough artwork; you know,
pix and stuff., Tut the cover was "different" (for a fanmag cover)
and the egg~hatehing wench well placed---ripght over*?ucker's
letter.l... i

Allen Class, one time winner of the Traveler's Award at the Dens
ventlon, dropred a letter to Nale Hart (wnich he can't find) ana
a cuard from Chicagot=

i, Tale = !'temember this tomn? Have been

here for 2 week and will be for another. Herc for 2 weeks faniliare

ization with radios equinnent at Ne Porest's Training, Inc. Got
your address from Sept Startling so thought I'd drop you a line.
jle back home next week, [Zﬁrom Classes letter, Hart reports that
Class, who dropred activity after the Lenvention, is married,
happy, an¢é still reads.tae Only True Literature. Jus' thot you'd
like o know./7

Qussell Harold ‘oodsan, Tortl:nd, ‘aine, gibbers:.
‘ Ty ; P i e - Dear Sign of the
3urning Hart, 1 enclose half a buck in’the ungoaly ‘and terrifying
shane of a money order for six copies.: 1. am the pudlisher of YRie
T, which_eame_jour waj not long.ago unless Uncle San's broken
down Postal Tept failed again.,..«l:like guls named- Genevieve or
Dale, spit through my teeth, and never kill'a bird .in a bush when
I can find one in a nest.

18



A e
orman: T Stunley, from Rockland, *fuine, {(so far as this here
etter sec 101 18 concermed;, rf‘ymur not from "atne or South
rﬁmgte, wyou'wve had it) ralses a \dhining figure at our unworthy
4 exsec*etary'-- \ Lol f'rw L o alyer

1 -......Oh yes;' ang rﬁf. oLa KT blS. M"Richard Parnse
; vorth" 1s not, the presidentnnf the ‘American ilock’et Society} he's
a character which Te: Canpused o use...parndon me, “still does use
“(see arch 1948 a5M)...for agsorted rictiorial purposes, <. L.
Parnsworth (R. is for Rabert, I believe), ‘author of the rocket
1. arttele (in questiong s bogs man »Hf the U.S5. Tocket )oclety, and
the outiit has definiteLy mnothing to do with the ARS. -
Kris Yevillei, fanta ilonica, Calif, which is just
a . across: ¥onn from South Gave, and who is a boon
-d*lnAlnF conpanion who doesn't have to be carried
ﬁi;% away [rom the table more than once or twice a

i ; L
H' alsl, -;,._: i AR, J :

’ weelk, drﬁno a hﬁnt'-
£ «sss.Yead this month's Haxper's
Euly, i t‘lin} "1 thought this article’ ¢lassic.
p “uch vetter than LovechLt, say. Thought, too,
¢ thet you.mizht like.to look at it. Best exarple
;,,f;;;gfz) of weird writ;n“.l'vc seen in hell knows how
R R long -— altnouéh nnt the ¥T type. '

EZIZZT, mus . NillmSTth find myself faced with -2 hell of a 1ot bf
Sn‘_ce I‘ibh't hereolnoo ™

sy
S W "

- P . X
. > . ’ ‘ 2
v o ’ < $ %ol .. &
bl $al " ] e 3
TR G R - e ; :
F oty - Do SRRt Lo  Sap e n
e / ' oals
ey > 4 : ;
% h 3 : b AP
= ‘ ST T

=y

whlch shnuld be filled w1th 1etters, but

: °1nce i cut all the. vilely eosmmercial parts out oi” tne letters

... there wasn't enough to fill whis space, Sut if you think that
- T'm going to. waste my-.tine .writ-hg anything for this mag, you're

;. CTBZF.wes¢eat.least not. #niles 1. bot aJl thete préttJ notsler
va, Pengseribblessigw// 0 v ov s

) r
. .
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DYNAMIC GENERAL SEMANTICS: (Continued from page S,.)

It is falrly evidsnt that from this we can predict the con-

tinued employment ~f these methnds in the varisus branches »f ~ur
grvernment, ¢

b ]

This is the significant factor in these reports: That even
though a person should use these methods for his own selfish gain,
those methods in the end alter his own basic personality structure;
cause him to evolve gradually to a more mature, non-egocentric
human uveing, This 18 true 2186 on the national level as well as
the individual, Our robost, vigorous democracy shall gain maturity,
Perhaps. &

Anyway, the solution to our problems is in sight, But there
are complications, ‘

EDITOR'S NOTE: This'first half was but a prelude to
the second 1n which the major imnortance of Mr. van Vogt's
speech was contained, H1s highly interesting and startling
statements should 1nterest both students of general semantics
and science-fictlion enthusiasts, Don't migs 1it,

% % »
INTERVIEW WITH RAY BRADBURY: (:Continued from page 13;)

He admits he doesn't plan the future of "a story. "Working on
the story 1ltself 1s enough. I complete it as best as I can, If
i1t wins a prize award I'm hapny, but a story can't be a planned
prize winner,.,"

And when the Hollywood studios come around interested in buy-
ing stories which the writer has almnst forgotten about, that just
bears out Bradbury's contention that 1t's worthwhile to put your

best in every story,
The Engd.

"You mean," marveled a member of the LASFS, "that under hyp-
notism I could turn out classiqg stories and poems?"

Van Voot and Hubbard nodded thelr heads saegely in assent,
"If you let us hypnotize you, you'll suddenly find that you can
write wonderfully beautiful poetry, scintillating with the bril-
liant sparkle of geniusg," intoned Hubbard, '

" 'T would fimd--',..," therc was. comprehepsion in the other's
voice, "But they wouldn't be any good to other neoplel"

"Bahhh, criticsl!" snesred Hubbard. _
--ajc

NEXT ISSUE: Interesting articles by a variety of writers--
A, E, van Vngt, G. Gordon Dewey, Willliam Blackbeard plus unusual
stories 2nd features, And attend the confaorence!
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Don't forget
THE WESTERCON

Sunday, Sept 5, 1948

22-- W Seventh Streat
Park View Manor

9:00 A M. to 2272 B,M,

Taine - Richardson - Hull -
J S Campbell - Rocklynne -
van Vogt - Harris - Gifford
Bradbury -~ Hubbard - Walton
Lots and lots of fam~rus fans
interesting talks - auctions

THE FIRST aNNUaL WEST CO.ST
SCIENTIAFANTASY CONFERENCE
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