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DEDICATION

I B ould l i k e  to  d e d ic a te  t h i s  J e s te r c o n  i s s u e  o f  SHAGGY to  
E E v e r e t t  E vans . I t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r o p r i a te  s in c e  E v.w as th e  
o r i g i n a t o r  and c h a i r m n  o£ th e  f i r s t  .,’e s t c r c o n  b ack  in  1043. I t  
was hoped t h a t  a.n E vans M em orial Volume would be  re a d y  i n  tim e 
f o r  t h i s  c o n v e n t io n , out t h a t  p r o j e c t  i s  b e in g  n a n d le d  by . a l t  
D a u g h e rty  and th e  1I3F, so t h i s  s im p le  d e d ic a t io n  w i l l  have t o  d o . 
Ev was a g u id in g  l i g h t  o f  th e  N3F, a p a s t  d i r e c t o r  o f  LA SFS, a 
d i r e c t o r  o f  I'SFS, a  ’fo rm e r e l i t e r  o f  SHAGGY, and a n •u n s t i n t i n g  
c o n t r i b u t o r  o f  h i s  t im e  and. e f i o r t  to  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  fandom . He 
was th e  a u th o r  o f t h r e e  p u b l is h e d  books an" many s h o r t  s t o r i e s .  
He was a ls o  one o f  th e  k in d e s t  men I have e v e r  known, .

I  p a r t i c u l a r l y  rem em ber Ev b e c a u se  he was n e v e r  to o  b u sy  to  
t a l k  -  to  e v e ry o n e . I  rem em ber how a s  .a  newcomer to , LA SFS I  was 
l i s t e n e d  to  w ith  t h e  same r e s p e c t  a c c o rd e d  th e  h o a r i e s t  o .U - t im e r .  
I t  is -®  v e r y ' im p o r ta n t  th in g  to  a  boy when he i s  t r e a t e d  a s  ah 
a d u l t  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t i n e ,  d'hen I  .was s a l l i e d  w ith  th e  job  of e d i t i n g  
my f i r s t  SHAGGY i n  16,511 i t  was Ev vho to o k  th e  tim e  and t r o u b l e  to  
show ne  how i t  co u ld  and* sh o u ld  be done - -  an gave ne h e lp  when I 
needed  i t .  F o r a lo n g  t i n e  I  a t te n d e d  LA SFS o n ly  th r e e  o r  fo u r  
t i n e s  a  y e a r  - -  m s t l y  t o  say  h e l l o  to  o ld  a c q u a in ta n c e s .  Ev was 
alWa y s  one o f  th o s e  who rem em bered n e ,  and had a  c h e e r f u l  g r e e t in g  • 
and an  i n t e r e s t i n g  so m eth in g  to  s a y . I  knew h im  l e s s  w e ll  th a n  I 
would have l i k e d ,  b u t  what I  knew I  l i k e d " w e l l .

T h is  i s s u e  o f  SHAGGY, th e n ,  i s  h i s .

. i t h  th e  r e m o v a l .o f  th e  l .e s te r c o n  to  S e a t t l e  t h i s  y e a r ,  
C a l i f o r n i a  f in d s  i t s e l f ,  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  .in  a dozen  y e a r s  w ith o u t  
a c o n v e n t io n . T h is - . is  a  l o g i c a l  outcom e o.f t r e n d s  t h  t  ha.yo been  
a fo o t  f o |  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  b u t i t  v i o l a t e s  th e  .p r i ^ i n a l  -puriw ’de -:o f  
"the d e s te r c o n ;  to  p u t a c o n v e n t io n  w i th in  r e a c h  o f  e v e ry  fa n .

The f i r s t  le-stc -rcnn . was a o n e -d ay  a f i a i r  w ith  th e  .simple, p u rp o se  
o f  g iv in g  th e  ..fans who c o u ld  n o t  a f f .o f  e i t h e r  th e  tim e. y r .  th e ' money 
to  t r a v e l  a c r o s s  c o u n try  to  th e  W prldcon . T hat. f i r s t  ^o stc rcon - 
f e a tu r e d  sp e e c h e s  an d  ap p ea ra n c e 's  by C la i r e  . I n g e r ' B a m s , F o re s t  
J . Ackerm an4 A . E. van VoL t ,  Cuy G i f f o r d ,  John. S c o t t  C am pbell, Ray 
B ra d b u ry , and R .S .R ic h a rd s o n .

I n  su c c e e d in g  y e a r s  th e  c o n v e n tio n  g r e s  t.b be a twbg' t h r e e ,  -sn’ i n  
1957 a f o u r - l a y  s h in d ig .  I t  was p u t  on W ith a  s c a le  t h a t  r i v a l l e d  
t h a t  o f  th e  ’T o rid eo n . A!  eh m e e tin g  of them A estercon -ffS m bined  w ith  
th e  S o laco n  i n  1958, the: c o n v e n tio n  s i te -  was v o te d  to  S e a t t l e ,  o v e r 
th e  b id  o f  San D ieg o .

The b id  was w e ll-d e se rv e C  an'-’' i t  lo o k s  l i k e  the ' n o r th e r n e r s  a rc  
g o in g  to  p u t on a b ang -up  co n , bu t f o r  manjT i n  C a l i f o r n ia ,  i t  posed  
a h a rd  c h o ic e :  1200 m ile s  to  S e a t t l e  o r  2700 to  D e t r o i t .  F o r m ost 
C a l i f o r n i a  c o n -g o e rs  i t  m eans no c o n v e n tio n  a t  a l l  t h i s  y e a r .

acq.uaintand.es


Thus we see that the d'e stere on has cone to be two things which 
it was not originally intended to be. It is out of the reach of 
local fâ ns, and it has cone into direct oonpetion with the "..brldcon. 
This is what has prompted the cry: bring the .estercon back to 
Cali fornial

L:/hat the local conventioneers are forgetting, however, is that 
a California con is equally unreachable for .mshingtonions and 
Oregonians; this is only the second science fiction convention ever 
held in the pacific northwest; the last was the Portland j'orldcon 
in 1950. For the first tine there is a best rcon in the northern 
part of the pacific Coast. The frust-tion that Crlifornin fans 
are feeling this year is what northerners hove been feeling right 
along.

The answer is obvious, next year there must be two gestercons, 
a northern end a southern, lifter all, this was the original idea: 
a local or regionn.1 convention occesiblc to oil. The next .'estercon 
will probably be in cither Berkeley or San Diego. Why can't there 
also bo a jcstcrcon in the Portland-Seattie region?

j.fter all, people, the next Vest Coast Lorldcon is to be in 
Seattle, and the only way to learn to put on conventions is to put 
then on. So let's have a real whing-ding in '61, and two 
’/estercons in '60, and ...

bhy n o f a  convention for every state!

‘.'e'll let John Trimble throw the first in Arizona.

pc found the cover in Ferry’s garage.

I know I promised you people a stenofax,- but to to circumstances 
sec below) we h ven’t got-it. probably just as well, bccause.it is 

a good" excuse to use a- Goldstone that Lou has. probably forgotten all 
about himself.

It happened this way: For sone time now- ve have been imposing a 
5$/ fine on all puns punnod during L-uSFS meeting. This has been 
going into the Fix Ferry's Garage Fund, better kn’-on as the Fix Forry
Fund. L-SFS gave Forry a .birthday present last fall, of a repair job 
on thergoroge. In’the ncantimo, that long time bet een word a.n-'’ deed, 

the roof got tarred, the rugazinos were

■ I

- ! j)0̂
Is. Jell, anyhow, we spent a 
and putting then back in og: i.
in piles and went back in on shelves. Mostly. It’ll take another

saved, and L.-SFS got around to making 
good on its promise. "Let's clean the 
garage out!" said Bjo, and promptly 
began laying plans to turn the contents 
of the Fix Forry Fun" Into a pot of
spaghetti. For willing workers, that 

whole weekend last May taking things ^ut 
. The difference was that they came out

(Continued on pago 43)



Fifth 
in our series 
of fan profiles:
BARNEY BERNARD
LASFAS Treasurer

-by Larry Gurney

PRELUDE

In the Spring of 1959 s Ferdinand 
Verhootnik vras in Los Angeles raking 
a survey of the local scene for the
Literary Supple, lent of Pravda. Lurried
last-i inute instructions had left him a bit confused, so, in the 
disguise of a Beatnik, he appeared one * Thursday evening at tne 
door of the Leppin ianse, where a 'eeting of the Los Angeles
Science Fantasy Society was gathering head.

Stepping inside, he was immediately confronted by a wirM be­
spectacled little nan, with hand extended in a .endicant pose, who » 
looked fi-ke a cross between a leprechaun and Igor Stravinsky. 
Ferdinand had been a star pupil of the Moscow Language Institute, 
and so felt superlatively at ease in any situation.

"He;/ Dad," he said, looking at the extended hand, "why the 
mitt?" "Dues,-35/" twinkled the voice behind the spectacles. This 
unexpected opening shook Ferdinand up a bit, because his disguise 
specifically excluded any easy margin of pocket change. But as he 
started to dig down, Specs chortled "just kidding. You get three 
guest meetings free before dues start."

Sitting down across fro; Spectacles with a sigh of relief, he 
, stretched his sandalled toes, scratched his beard, then made anoth­
er spirited opening: "Say Pal, who's the host? I /ean, whose pad 
is this?" "Why, this is Scratch’s padl" said Specs, slapping his 
.thigh with a chortle; "that’s a hot one’." "Scratch-- who?"
"The Devil I" sniggled Specs. "Pah1." snorted Ferdinand. "You Amerik, 
--er, I mean, who digs that crap any more?" "If you don’t believe 
ne, here he cones now’."

At this noi'jent, from behind a- wreath of s oke, slowly emerged 
the stern and dominating figure of the host. Ferdinand looked at the 
looming figure, the cut of moustache and goatee, and gasped. -For the 
first time he really became aware of his surroundings,- a long, 
narrow, diniE lighted old living room with the thumbprints of tine 
.on it, exotic drawings and strange, cabalistic objects about,- 
al: ost a Blavatsky touch. He shuddered, and fought back the.impulse 
to cross himself as he had once seen his uncle Christof11os do.

"How do," said the host, in measured organ tones. "Huh,-- 
Hi there, Scratch," quavered Ferdinand. "Oh, you can call me Zeke," 
said the host.' "and this here is Barney." For a quick, wild. p omen t ,



Ferdinand thought of the nares he had heard in Christian, western 
folklore: Satan, Scratch, Nick, and now,... Zeke...

"Zeke, and you shall find'." chortled Spectacles. "VZhat's in a 7 V J-
name? Ezek-iel? Ezek cone, Eze go'." Specs now had his glasses off, 
wiping his eyes. "Ezek it'll rain tomorrow?" Specs was now cling­
ing desperately to the arm of the divan, with heartrending sobs of 
laughter, trying to stifle bis tears,

"KeeeRIST'. I wish this meeting would start I snorted bis satanic 
majesty. Ferdinand hardly had time to absorb this surprising invoc­
ation of deity when a firm, clear feminine voice broke in: "it had 
BETTER start pretty soon1."

Ferdinand looked up, and his jaw dropped speechlessly down.
There, at the foot of the stair, stood sonething like an apparition 
out of Norse mythology or the Ring of the Nibelungs;.a statuesque 
young woman with a mobile, delicate solidity of feature, and a mane 
of golden hadr. The shimmering harmonics of Das Rheingold swarmed 
up around him, and.the leaping brasses of the Rhine Journey.

. The apparition glided across the room, and with a single 
graceful notion cane to rest shoulder to. shoulder beside him. 
Gazing deep into his soul, in thrilling tones she said:. "I am Vanya."

"V-V-Vanya?" gulped Ferdinand,.
"E Pluribus'Vanya!" ar ended a hewcorters ' .
"Ulp— , like--..Ape Pluribus Ookun?-- I mean, like i:n E Pluribus 

Unum?" flustered’'Ferdinand.
"The Unum and Onlyl" seconded another.

’... Having recovered f-rom4his previous pun, Spectacles was weak but 
rested. "Anyone around here who likes Djinn is pro-Faine" he 
chortled. . •

»
"Oh Barney 1" burst Vanya in exasperation.

: Ferdinand looked up in ..perplexity. "Gin?—  but, assuredly you 
don't dig that old temperance jazz; and what's that got to do with..?"

"Oh, what he :s trying to say— " she. fumbled at the hopelessness 
of it---■; "is that -- 1 mean that my— , oh GOD how ,1 hate..4puijs!'."
and slapped her palm- to 'her forehead in an un'Fained migraine stance.

Glancing wildly about' for enlightenment, Ferdinand flinched 
slightly as Scratch leaned forward and intoned kindly: "What it 
means, Son, is that her name actually is Djinn, not spelled Djinn 
like in gin, but Djinn like in Genie!"'"

"But--" gurgled Barney, "who ever heard of a genie without 
light brown-hair? Hers is blonde.'.' And besides,"' he added, pound­
ing the arm of the divan with howls and sobs of laughter, "Djinn's 
cousin is nam ed Djohnny Vodker! "

At this point, just as Barhey collapsed in a quivering mass 
with his face buried in the corner of the sofa, the porch lights 
went on, the door burst open, and in a clear, firm monotone, a voice 
worth}/ of nothing less than a Wac master sergeant said:

(continued on page 35)



(being a compenduni of s e le c te d  moments from th e  Minutes of th e  LASFS)

We a re  s t i l l  making h a s te  slow ly on th e  Telescope P ro je c t .  At th e  1154th 
Meeting were a u th o rise d  our t r e a s u r e r ,  Barney Bernard, to  spend up to  $10' on a b ra ­
s iv es  fo r  th e  m irro r g rin d in g ! G n d J e r ry  sa id  h e 'd  t r y  to  f in d  people to  work' on 
th e  scope. Milo Mason o b jec ted  to  th e  use of th e  word 'w o rk ', and J e r ry  promised 
to  change i t  in  the  r e c o r d ." (-7  M ay,'5 9 ) . Two weeks, l a t e r ,  a t  th e  1156th M eeting, 
"Barney re p o rte d  fo r  th e  te le sc o p e  committee — h e 's  ordered a batch  of ab ra siv e s  
and s im ila r  ja zz  from a company th a t  s e l l s  th a t  s o r t  of s t u f f .  We ought to  be 
ab le  to  g e t  to  work in  a few w e ek s ." (-21 M au,'5 9 ) . The n ex t week th e  a b ra s iv e s  
were d e liv e re d , and Barney p resen ted  th e  b i l l ,  " fo r $2.54, in c lu d in g  ta x  and p o s t­
age, and we g o t o f f  on d isc u ss io n  of m a tte rs  te le s c o p ic .  Barney o ffe re d  to  pay 
fo r  a s p a g h e tt i  fe e d , i f  Bjo would f i x  i t ,  fo r  a gang of people to  g e t to g e th e r  
and s t a r t  g rin d in g . Somebody po in ted  out th a t  n o t many people can work over a 6" 
m irro r a t  once. Ed Urbank, a f t e r  making i t  c le a r  t h a t  he was n o t v o lu n te e rin g , 
•gave us some vague a d v ice , r e c a l l i n g  a very good book he had used fo r  a w hile  and 
l o s t .  A ll he could remember was th e  t i t l e  and the  co lo r of th e  b in d in g . J e r ry  
v o lu n tee red  to  t r y  to  f in d  i t . "(-28  May,’59)* For th e  n ex t two weeks J e r ry  r e ­
ported  he h a d n 't  looked fo r  the  book, and,- as D ire c to r , o f f i c i a l l y  censured him­
s e l f .  At th e  1140th M eeting, " Je rry  sa id  h e 'd  a c tu a l ly  looked fo r  th e  te le sc o p e  
book Ed had reccommended, b u t h a d n 't  been a b le  to  f in d  i t , " ( - 1 8  Ju n e ,'5 9 )«

Also a t  
th e  1140th M eeting, we had a g u e st sp eak e r, M artin O lsson. A re c e n t g raduate  from 
CalTech, he had been brought in  by Norman M etca lf, r e c e n tly  re tu rn e d  old member. 
"Since our g u e st speaker had to  leave e a r ly ,  we pu t him a t  th e  head of th e  b i l l .  
He f i r s t  adm itted  to  having co n stru c ted  a TO" te le sc o p e , th en  we proceeded to  g r i l l  
him e x te n s iv e ly  on g r in d in g , observ ing , and photographic t r i c k s  and te c h n iq u e s . 
The d is c u ss io n  la s te d  abou t h a lf  an hour, then  we ran  out of questions and applau­
ded. He sm iled weakly and f le d  in to  th e  n ig h t ."  L ater a t  th e  same m eeting , "Don . 
Sinnson ^vanother new member?^- to ld  us of h is  b r i e f  experience  w ith  a m echanical 
m ir ro r -g r in d e r .  J e r r y  decided th a t  we needed an o v ersee r fo r  th e  p ro je c t  w ith  
some ex p erien c e , and i t  tu rn ed  out th a t  Don's h o u r-a n -a -h a lf  was j u s t  t h a t  much- 
more th an  th e  r e s t  of u s  pu t to g e th e r , so he was picked fo r  th e  p o s t ."
Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z g R A s E z 2 1 M E T 2ZZZZZZZZZ

Since the  
1140th Meeting was a lso  th e  n e x t - t o - l a s t  m eeting in  June, we nominated fo r  n ex t 
te rm 's , d i r e c to r .  Berney (look was nom inated, Larry Gurney and Al Lewis were nom­
in a te d  b u t d e c lin e d , Ron E l l ik  was nominated but c losed  th e  nom inations befo re  
anyone could second i t , " (-18 J u n e , '59 )• The nex t week, a t  th e  1141th, Berney was 
e le c te d  by a c c lim a tio n . Your humble c h ro n ic le r  was re -e le c te d  w ith  only one d is ­
se n tin g  v o te , h is  own, and Barney was n a tu ra l ly  re -e le c te d  T reasu rer unanimously 
as a lw ays. Then we g o t Bown to  e le c t io n s ,.  .Forry Ackerman, Len M offa tt, Milo Ma­
son, J e r ry  S t i e r ,  and B i l l  E l le rn  were nominated fo r  committeemen. (Rick Sneary 
was nominated b u t d e c lin e d . Even so he drew two v o te s .)  When th e  v o te s  were a l l  
in ,  Forry  was r e -e le c te d  S en ior Committeeman, and Len was e le c te d  Ju n io r Committee- 
man, He accep ted  fo r  F o rry , who was in  Nev; York on a b u siness t r i p , "

F in ished  B usiness D epartm ent: 1155th M eeting— "Bjo re p o rte d  th a t  the  GarCon 
was a smashing success — she fed  16 people th e  f i r s t  n ig h t and 18 the  second



.ght.;  and most c f them worked during  the  day, The group had spen t two f u l l  days 
emptying out th e  garage , shaking  up and re--arrang ing  th e  c o n te n ts , and p u tt in g  
them back, b u t a t  l e a s t  h a l f  th e  c o l le c t io n  is- f a i r l y  n e a t now, 11 (-14 M ay,'59/c

At 
th e  1158th M eeting, "Bjo announced th a t  some of the  p e rso n a lise d  cups had been 
f in is h e d  and were s i t t i n g  on the  tab le , w a itin g  fo r  t h e i r  owners, The governing 
ru le s  were made c le a r  — wash your own cup or be f in e d  2 5 /, don’t  use anybody 
e l s e ’s cup, and they a re  a l l  LASFS p ro p e r ty ,11 (-4  J u n e , '59)

U nfinished B usiness D epartm ent: For th e  l a s t  th re e  weeks, th e  m eetings have been 
rem arkably p e a c e fu l, B jo, D jinn , and Al Lewis have been away, and a s  a  r e s u l t ,  
many of th e  old business item s have been held up . F o r in s ta n c e , a t  th e  1159th 
M eeting, "Zeke asked what had happened to  the  Egobux committee, bu t Bjo w a sn 't  
h e re , so nobody knew. Then Barbara G ratz asked about the  car pools to  th e  West­
e r crcn and th e  D e ten tio n , b u t Bjo s t i l l  w a sn 't h e re , so nobody k n e w ," ^ ! !  Ju n e ,'5 9 )«

Barney h as  been re p o r tin g  re g u la r ly  on 
plans fo r  th e  C o llap sico n  — a t  l a s t  r e -  
p o r t  he had s t i l l  done n o th in g , though 
once a month o r  so he th in k s  about i t .

At th e  l l> 6 th  M eeting, we had a show­
in g  of f iv e  experim ental f i lm s , cou rtesy  . 
o f Bob P ike , a lo c a l  c inem atic  e x p e ri­
m enter. "The f i r s t  f ilm  was s h o r t  and 
a b s t r a c t ,  'T iger R ag1’, and was follow ed 
by an even more a b s t r a c t  f i lm , which r e ­
minded cne of a s h o r t  hop in  hyperspace 
These two were an im ated , b u t th e  l a s t  
th re e  were l iv e  a c t io n .  Third one was 
re p re s e n ta t io n a l  ( 'D esire  Ln A P ub lic  
Dump’ ), th e  fo u r th  was- symbolic ( 'H e l l  
Has- No D oors' — th e  p r iv a te  h e l l  of a 
nymphomaniac), and th e  l a s t ,  which Bub 
c a l le d  th e  most extreme type of exper- 

sn ta l f ilm ; was a f a s c in a t in g  sem i-fan tasy . 
sexy nude, t o o . " (-21 May,’59)-

Send $1 to  Ted Johnstone fo r  Vol I  of The C o llected  Works of W il l i s ,  Ad- 
• vance o rders  a re  now being tak en  s~o we can a ffo rd  to  buy th e  paper fo r  it,-

Random N otes: "V irg in ia  M ill read  an a r t i c l e  on Sea M onsters lu rk in g  in- th e  
de_pths of th e  ocean. John  Trimble ob jected  to  th e  use of th e  word ' l u r k ' ;  a f t e r  . 
a l l ,  they  l iv e  th e re . Johnstone s a id  p a c i f i s t i c a l l y ,  'Lurk and l e t  lu rk ,  I  always 
s a y ',  and D jinn  sa id  h e 'd  s a id  i t  one tim e too  o f te n  and i t  was a pun, 5 /  p le a se . 
Ted s a id  i t  was a p a rap h rase , and se v e ra l' fen  leaped to  h is  defense . Barney s a id , 

Lurie befo re  you l e a p ',  and paid  in s ta n t ly .  Ted s a id ,  'B e t te r  lu ik  nex t t im e ',  
and Zeke s a id ’, 'Lurks l ik e  you 've  done i t  a g a in '.  Both p a id .b (-1156th M eeting), 

■'Barney read  a re p o r t  on th e  Watts- Towers, some fabu lous e re c tio n s  in  South LA, in  
danger of being  to rn  down by an unim aginative  b u ild in g  code. Bjo t c ld  us about 
some o th e r people'w ho want to  p re se rv e  some of L i’s c o lo r fu l  r e l i c s ,  such as A ngel's  
F l ig h t ,  th e  s h o r te s t  commercial' r a i l r o a d  in  the  world.. Then Barney suggested  we 
the.SPGLA, a S o c ie ty  to  P reserve th e  C haracter of Los A ngelas, and th e re  was a 
s u rp r is in g  surge of i n t e r e s t ,  Larry Gurney su p p lied  a t i t l e  f o r  a b u l l e t i n  ( 'The 
W atts T ow er'), and Ted Johnstone came up w ith  a m otto ('S ave The P ast For The Fu­
t u r e ' )  which ought to  sound r e a l  jazzy  in  L a t in ." (-1157th  M eeting),

—Ted Johnstone , LISFSecretary



Lon Moi fa t

Most; stfans (if I way use such an aniiiquatcd term in this: new Shaggy) are lovers of music -- to one degree or another. Hahy a 
fanzine, or section thereof, has been devoted to discussions of 
music, and the Science 1-hction fan-purists (who, like the proverb­
ial poor fans, arc always with us; Feo bless both caragories!) have 
inquired loudly or plaintively or bothly: "That has this got to do 
with Science Fiction?”...They apply this same question to any subject 
in any fanzine which doesn’t deal-directly and purely with stf and 
stf alone., When applied to music and music discussions,, the Ques­
tion is certain to receive a variety of Answers. For instance:

l)fMusic, like the stfan-purists and the poor fans, is always 
H t h  us. Stf deals with the future, and it is reasonable to assume 
that music will be as much a.part of the future as it is a part of . 
the present, and. has been a part of -the past. Assuming there is a 
future. So why shouldn’t stfans discuss music, its development, and 
so on? . . :

2) stfans are (theoretically.) supposed to be slobs escaping 
from the world of reality, living in their own half-world of wish­
ful daydreams. Music appeals, to the slobhish ’’escape artists'', so 
naturally stfans love music and like to discuss it.,

3) Stefans are (theoretically) supposed to be intellectual types. 
Music appeals to the intellectual types'1,' so naturally stfans love 
music and like to discuss it.

4) Everybody likes music. ’Thy should stfans be different and 
outlaw it from their fanzines?

5) ’jc like music and like to discuss it, and we will talk about 
any damned thing 'we please in this fanzine. If you don’t like it -- 
go read SF Times.

So much for the stfan-purist and his eternal Question.. Tot that 
I ’m against the-jurist, mind you. "here is, I hope, a little of the 
purist in all of us. 'Quiet, BurbI ) I think it was Rick Sncary who 
once said that we- need these Old Guard types' to remind us of what 
brought us together in the first .place. Maybe it wasn’t Rick- Sneary 
who said that; maybe it was two other guys. But it could Have been 
Rick Sncary -- unless he denies it. If he dOx-S-duny it., I hove the 
two other guys step forward and acknowledge their claim to fame. I 
like to give credit where credit is duo, and only wish my creditors 
felt the same way.

I think the fact that most fans like music, and more important -- 
have a variety of tastes in music, proves something, perhaps it 
proves once and for all that fans arc people' after all, and not near­
ly so different from other human beings as some would have .us believe. 
If you think other things are proven by fans liking classical music, 
jazz, pops, etc. -- well, I ’ll serve- up a little pudding here and you 
can stir around for year favorite proofs. Man, that’s like Malison 
jBenuc. Let’s steer clear of that jive, try to keep our (-(next pgo)-)
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metaphors unmixed, and talk about some of these Music Minded Fan.
Bick Sneary is a chamber music fan. Oh, there are a lot of other 

kind of music he likes, but I believe chamber music is his favorite 
,brand.of sound. To mention some of his other musical likes: some 
pnefa, various major symphonic pieces, old fashioned ban jo’-r laying, 
real folk music (as well, I think, as Tom Lehrer's unreal folk music), 
the good old fashioned song§ everybody can sing, Gilbert u Sullivan, 
and although he swears he has no affection .for le jazz hot or cool, 
get him sufficiently' into.xicA.ted at a party and he will ta>p his foot 
to a good, driving beat. I hve even caught him tapping his foot to 
a dixie record. Of course, this was’at the last New Year's party 
arid a lot of crazy things happened 
that night. But chamber music is 
what he is most’likely to buy when 
shopping for records for himself.

Charles Edward Burbee, Jr., 
as everyone should'know, is a 
dixieland jazz fan. he also col­
lects, plays and listens’to ye olue 
tyme piano rolls. Burbee has 

• taught his children to believe that 
all of the best music was written 
in the * 20's or earlier, that every- 

- thing written afterwards is pure
guk. Although I love dixit * (and piano rolls, and what is commonly 
"known as "rinky-tink” music) I would argue the point with Burb. I 
like themusio of the 30's and bo's too. I'm sneaking of jazz and 
pop music now, of course. I'm not sure how Burb feels about class­
ical music, but I suspect the Worst., I am almost inclined to agree 

Lwith him when you get into the 5’0 ’s. The Rock and Roll of this decade 
perhaps has something to say--to and for some of the kids today, but 
•to my ears it is too repetitious, redundant. ¥0 this mouldy fig it 
is just Too Much. But le t us g^t back to Burbee--and leave him, re- 
men be ring that he represents the Mouldy Figs of Fandom.<

Harry Warner, Jr., as everyone should know, is an opera fan—  
-particularly ’Vagnerian Oh^ra. Although'! refer what I call "Latin’J 
or "Italiah" opera "to Wagner's heavy musi^tl meals, I always enjoy 
Harry^s articles on opera. But then I always enjoy Harry's articles. 
Ne is the All Time Gre’at in’ FARA and one of the Al^ Time Greats in 
fandom in general. If he wants to look down his nose at Verdi or 
Mozart (and I really doubt that he d® s take a nose-shadowed view of 
these composers) I wouldn't argue; with him. For one thing he knows 
much more about music than I do, and he writes so well on any subject, 
regardless of his approach or viewpoint, that I would probably like 
him and his writings if he were a Rock' and Roll fan. I think.

Forrest J Ackf rman is an enigma to some folks when it comes to 
music’ ap' Beciation, or a -number of other subjr cts. 'Now we -.all know 
that Forry is a Jolson fan. ■ So am 1. I don't think I have ever met 
anybo.dy who has heard Jolson and didn't have a definite opinion about 
his singing. Some of us think he was the greatest singer of pop and 
jazz-likc songs. Ever. Others think he is the lousiest slider ever. 
Anna says he had a good voide but she doesn't like ’what he did with 
it. Anyway, we know Forry "likes Jolson. I once asked him if he liked
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d ix i r .  He nodded, smiled--maybe he even said  "y f-s". So I  have reason 
to b e l ie v e  that he is  a d ix ie  fan . Judging from h is sheet music, and 
from hearing him s in g  and hum tunes a t various times during the past 
JK yea rs , 1 know that h l ik e s  the good o ld  songs from the 20 's ,  30 ’ s 
and L o ' s . So, g e n e ra lly  speaking, he is  a pop music fan . I  haven ’ t  
qu ized him on Rock & R o l l ,  P re s le y , e t c ,  but suspect that l ik e  others 
in  our “m iddle-aged*5 group, ho. is  not impressed. Am not sure about 
h is  op in ions on c la s s ic a l  music e ith e r .  Again, I  must '’ suspect'" or 
guess that he would l ik e  l i g h t  c la s s ic a l  items but would not dig; 
opera or long major symphonies,

Stan Wools ton’ g iv^s  the im­
p ress ion  o f  be ing in d i f fe r e n t  to 
music in  g en era l. That i s ,  i f  
you don’ t know him very  w e l l .  
A c tu a lly , he has qu ite  a pood 
s in g in g  v o ic e , and can gLwuys 
f in d  the’ tune when others have 
lo s t  i t .  He has sa id ' that he 
lik es -m u s ic , but that he i s n ’ t 
a r e a l a l l - o u t  M s ic  fan  l ik e  
Rick and me. He en joys good nop 
music and .orher types :too , but ho 
is  not as’ music minded as o ther , 
fan s . So Stan can serve as an

exar^ le  o f  the In t e l l i g e n t  fan  who knows good music when he is  h ea r­
ing i t ,  because he does have, an "c a r "  fo r  i t ,  but would-, rath er spend 

-his money on. books and 2 jags instead  of- records'.
“ e r ry  Corr, i f  I ’m not m istaken, gee s fo r  p rog ress ive  ja z z  or 

l e  ja zz  c o o l ,  I  gc t  th is  im» res & ion. from h is w r it in g s , ’not from 
persona l d iscu ss ion . There are* a good ly  number o f  p ro g res s iv e  ja zz  
fans in  fandom today. .This is  not unusual. The younc peop le who arc 

- n o t  rock fe r o o l a d d ic ts , and who arc not in c lin ed  to bo l a t t e r  day 
mouldy f ig s , .  d ig  the ja z z  that is  be ing create d no’w or has been ere a t -  
ad v e r y . rt c c n t ly . .Although the p ro g res s iv e  s tu f f  q u ite  o f t e n  says

• nothing to th is  o ld  t in  ear, I ’ m w ith  them, "'The 'd if fe r e n c e  between 
Rock x R o l l  and P rog ress iv e  Jazz are ju s t  the t — c re a to r ‘s. Even as 
the o r ig in a to r s  o f  d ix ie  crea ted  something m ver  heard b e fo re . True, 
they used o ld  A fr ic a n  music, s p ir i tu a ls ,  ‘e tc . but tlx y d id  crea te  p 
fo m  o f music which fo r  some time has been n a tive  to th is  country.
The p rog ress iv e  ja zz  musicians are c re a t in g  too, ’anu in  much tie  saw  
joanner. N a tu ra lly  they .have something d i f fe r e n t  to say, so i t  is 
sa id  d i f f e r e n t ly .  But the Rock fi R o ll  people have noth ing new or d i f ­
fe r e n t  to say. -hey ju s t try  ■ to say i t  lou der and fa s t e r .  For- the 
m ost.p art, I  th ink o f  th^m’ as the; Monster Makers o f  the Music World 
ra th er  then as Creator. , The Frankensteins o f  thi Pop Music F ie ld .  
Offhand, 1 don 't.know  o f any fans who are reel u r o l l  a d d ic ts , but I  
am g lad  to see the young fa n s _go ing fo r  Jgogit s s iv e  j S z  when they 
d o n 't  go fo r  d ix ie .

.b il l-M e y e rs , Chattanooga's g i f t  to fandom--and I  mean that s in ­
c e r e ly ,  is  a c la s s ic a l  music fa n -p e r io d . He refuses to admit any 
l ik in g  fo r  ja z z , pop music, or w othavia. ■ S t i l l  he has perm itted  ja zz  
d iscussions in  h is  f in e  fan  ine SPECTRE, which in d ica tes  that although 
he is  a p u r is t  in  h is  m usical ta s ts  he is  not e v a n g i l ic a l  about’ i t .



F a u l  T u r n e r ,  who w as o n c e  e d i t o r  o f  t h i s  n a g  f o r  tw o c o n ­
s e c u t i v e  i s s u e s ,  i s  a n o t h e r  p u r i s t . c l a s s i c a l  m u s ic  f a n .  T h a t i s  
c l a s s i c a l  o r c h e s t r a t i o n s - - n o t  o p e r a .  He s a y s  he  d i s l i k e s  o p e r a  as  
m uch a r  h e  d i s l i k e s  j a z z  (a n y  f o r m ) ,  p o p  m u s ic  a n d  a l l  the r e s t *  ( 
(B u t  l i t  d o e s  l i k e  to  s i n g  o ld  f o l k  s o n g s  l i k e  "Jim m y C ra c k  C o r n " . .* )  
I n  one  d i s c u s s i o n  w i th  h im , I  t o l d  h im  t h a t  i f  I  h a d  to  p u t  m u s ic  
ty p e s  i n t o  t h r e e ,  p r e s u m a b ly  d e s c e n d in g ,  c a t a g o r i e s ,  I  w o u ld  do-', i t  
i n  o r d e r  o f  d i f f i c u l t y .  T h a t  i s ,  th e  d e g r e e  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  c r e a t ­
in g  aHd p l a y i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  fo rm s  o f  m u s ic  f ro m  my la y m a n ’ s v ie w p o in t*  
On to p  "w ould b e  o p e r a ,  h e  c o m b in in g  th e  hum an v o ic e  ( f o r  s t o r y  l i n e ,  
d i a l o g u e ,  m u l t i p l e  m u s ic a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  e t c . )  w i th  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n -  
s - t r u m e n ta l  m u s ic ,  n o t  t o  m e n t io n  b a l l e t  t o  f u r t h e r  a u g m en t th e  d ra m a , 
se e m e d  th e  m o s t d i f f i c u l t  f e a t  o f  a l l .  H e x t w o u ld  come c l a s s i c a l  
o r c h e s t r a t i o n s ,  c h a m b e r m u s ic ,  c l a s s i c a l  s o l o  i n s  trurm  n t a l s , e t c .  
And l a s t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w o u ld  b e  t h '  s i m p l e r  j a z z  f o r m s ,  p o p  m u s ic ,  
f o l k  t u n e s ,  e t c .  B a se d  o n  t h i s  c a t a g o r i z a t i o n ,  I  t o l d  P a u l  t h a t  
s i n c e  he. l i k e d  c l a s s i c s  a s  p ld y e d  b y  o r c h e s t r a s  a n d  n o t h i n g  blse-,- I  
c o n s i d e r e d  h im  to  b e  a .M id d le  C l a s s i c i s t . . . .

Ko, I  am n o t  g o in g  t o  a t t e m p t  to  l i s t  e v e r y  f a n  I  know  a n d  d i s ­
c u s s  h i s  o r  h e r  m u s i c a l  l i k e s  a n d  d i s l i k e s .  My o n ly  r u r p o s e  w as to  
i l l u s t r a t e d  t h a t  f a n s ,  l i k e  e v e r y b o d y  e l s e ,  h a v e  a v a r i e t y  o f  m u s i c a l  
t a s t e s ,  a n d  t h a t  I  am n o t  the. o n ly  p e r s o n  who c a n  be  f a n n i s h  a n d  
hum an n t  t h e  sam e t i m e - - a s  was s a i d  o f  mo i n  S h a g g y  #  I l ’ s l e t t e - r c b l *  
We a l l  a re *

R o t s l e r  s a i d ,  "Come on o u t  t o  my e r r  o n l  I ’ l l  g iv e  iyou  t h a t  
co p y  o f  The T a t t o o e d  D ra g o n  R e t u r n s , s i n c e  B u rb c o  t o l d  me I
coulflT."

" A h - h a h ! "■ 1 s a i l ,  i n  p  d u t u c t i V u - t y p c  m n n c r .  "T hon  T e r r y  
C a r r  i s  ITOT t h e  s e c r e t  m a s t e r  o f  fa n d o m . B ur-beJ i p  a c t u a l l y  th e  
s e c r e t  m a s t e r  o f  fa n d o m ."

" F o ,"  s o . i l 1! R o t s l e r ,  " P e r r y  C a r r  i s  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c r e t  m a s t e r  
o f  fan d o m . T h i s  i s  w h a t ic a k c -s 'B u rb o e  t h e  s e c r e t  s e c r e t  m a s t e r  
o f  fandom ."

H o w ev e r, B u r b le  i s  no  L o n g e r t h e  s c a r e t  m u s te r  o f  fa n d o m . . . . 
T h i s  b i t  c h a n g e s  a l l  t h a t .

Jim  Caughran



JANEY AND CLANCY: ON THE GO

The day days, Oct '58, v ia  United. A ir Lines, we began our 
f l ig h t  to Los Angeles. A fter breakfast, a stop atpendle 1p n, Oregon; 
a stop at San Francis© a fte r  lunch; one morelap and I  a rr iv ed  sa fe ly  
at Intefhati onl .-irpcr t m  LosAngeles,

Most o f you know th a t l ’ m an -arth ritic  and must depend 
deal o f help. That's why Clancy, bless his hydraulic soul, 
me •everywhere I  go, l i f t in g  me in bis strong arms each time 
moved, from bed to wheelchair, to car and reverso process.

on a good 
goes .with 
I  am

There was as much, d i f f  icu lty  maneuvering me o ff ' the plane as on, 
•but we made i t .  My cousin (here ina fter referred  to ns G innie), Mrs. 
G.« Sheldon, wi th her two year old daughter, Julc.c, her daughter-in- 
law Ruth, and two friends, took'ne in hand. My baggage and Clancy 
wore claimed, and we p iled  into the- car. I t  was a thir ty  mile drive 
to Ginnio’ s home in  La Fuente. /Those freeways s t i r  the imagina ti on 
no l i t t l e  .b it; are they over a thing to behold. In the days that 
fo llow ed, Vinnie took me to see Knott' s 'Berry Farm, Farmer's Market, 
and Marineland. 'We went to.see Cinerama, a South-Seas Island Tour, 
which was so r e a l is t ic  that the waves sloshed in  our laps and weal- 
most ‘got shasick from a baby kangaroo’ s view of the world from its  
mother’ s pouch. We also saw-South P a c ific , which le ftu s  dewey-eyed 
and bathed in beauty. Around. TheWorld In Eighty Days l e f t  us both 
Chuckling and gasping at the enormity o f i t ;  Mike Todd certainly l e f t  
something fo r  everyone to enjoy.

• I  think this is  a good spot to t e l l  about Clancy’ sbig adventure. 
Of course, I  played a part in  i t ,  to o . . .a  d i l l y l  Upon returning from 
a drive-^n movie one t e r r i f i c a l ly  hot evening, Ginnie put Julee to 
bed, ran Clancy into the l iv in g  room, and then wesat in  the k ith  on 
getting  cooled o f f  w ith a drink o f lemonade Just a fte r  midnight, 
Julee (L i t t le  Dynamite) paddedout in the kitchen and handed her mother 
something. Ginnie headed fo r  the liv in g  room on the double only to 
discover that. . .horrors I . . .  Julee had unscrewed the release valve 
COMPLETELY OUT. . .  le t t in g  a l l  o f Clancy' shydraulic blood run out on tie • 
rug! A fte r  the di ock o f rea liz in g th a t Clancy vzas absolutely powerless 
without that motivating hydraulic, we began to wonder justwhat was 
next on the agenda. Ginnie thought o f an a ll-n igh t service station  
nearby, and she loaded Clancy into the c a r . . . leaving Ruth and me to 
stare at each other. .bout an hour la te r , she ca lled  and sa id  the 
man there didn’ t know anything about i t ,  but he thought there was a 
small part missing. Ruth crawled around looking fo r  a parish© la dn’ t 
seen and found nothing, and Ginnie hung up and went back to Clancy. 
Another h a lf hour or so passed and she ca lled  again and said the man 
put hydraulic brake f lu id  in Glance, and s t i l l  no l i f t .  The garage 
man suggested that she c a ll the s h e r i f f 's  o f f ic e  and she did. In a 
few minutes a prowl car pulled up and two very handsome but somewhat 
bewildered young men lis tened  to our story and very ga llan tly  hoisted 
me into my l i t t l e  bed. Half our problem was solved: I was in bed, at 
three ayem.

A fte r  a rather short night, and as soon as possib le, Ginnie 
started phoning, only to come up against snag a fte r  snag. A Rent-^11 
store said they carried the l i f t s ,  and when they went on the blink 
they sent them to the fa c to ry . . .  in Oshicosh, W ise., that is .  They 
f in a l ly  located a hydraulic jack company in  L/. and again she and



Clancy started o f f ,  this time w ith the temperature at 105' degrees 
and me in bed, waiting. I t  seems the brake f lu id  was the exact wrong 
thing to put in  i t  and they had to take Clancy apartand clean him 
thoroughly, replace the leather gaskets, rip lace the missing part 
(which Ruth f in a l ly  did fin d ) before he wasin working condition. 
About three in the afternoon, Ginnie and Clancy staggered home and 
hauled me out o f bed. TH.LT is the story of Clancy’ s adventure in 
C a lifo rn ia , but I ’ m not sure which of us wa s "shook" the most. You 
may rest assured we kept Julee away from Clancy's working parts, 
from then on.

One Thursday night, Ginnie and I went to a LASFS meeting. We 
found the address Ernie Wheatley had given me, and on a s ligh t s ide­
h i l l ,  we started the unloading procedure, using the block o f wood. 
Several L/.SFS members, seeing there was something a b it  out o f the 
ordinary going on, f e l l  to and helped me get de-carred and up on the 
s ta irs  and in to the house. Clancy and wheelchair went, too--and we 
were very warmly welcomed and enjcy ed i t  very much. I t  was my FIRST 
fan meeting and I  hope not my la s t. Ginnie was quite in terested in 
i t  a l l  as she had never heard o f fan clubs before. I  met s e v e n l cf- 
the LA fa n s ... the few whose names come to my mind are Zeke Leppin, 
Bjo, Djinn Faine, Rich Stephens, George F ields, Ted Johnstone, Forry 
Ackerman and F r itz  Leiber. I  asked to have a paper passed around 
and many signed i t  and several drew cartoons. I  am le eping that in 
my book. We stayed awhile a fte r  the meeting and then, wi th several 
o f the boys helping again, got me back : into the car with a l l  my 
equipment. I t  was most enjoyable and everyone was warmly fr ien d ly . 
Oh, y e s .. .  there was one fe llow  who looked s lig h t ly  down his nc$ e 
when I  mentioned N3F, but I  staunchly upheld the merits o f our fa ir  
club. A fte r  a l l ,  i f  i t  hadn't been fo r  Neff, I 'd  not have attended 
a LASFS m eeting.. . i t ' s a b i t  round-about, but i t 's  there.

Ginnie heard me say that one ofmy fa vo r ite  fans liv ed  in  Berkeley, 
and remembered i t .  Thus i t  was that we found ourselves on the.road 
to see Honey Wood. I t  was a Monday morning and we headed out through

* the heavy t r a f f ic  and out o f the c ity  lim its . We pulled into Oakland 
at about fou r-th irty  and decided to stay overnight*. I  ca lled  Honey 
in  Berkeley. . .which resu lted in a nice v is it  at the motel where we

• were staying. Honey shewed me some o f the pictures she had co llec ted , 
and Ro g ga llan tly  autographed one o f his s tories  fo r  me'. We saw San 
Francisco and enloyed a four-hour cru ise: Ginnie and I arid her friend . I t  was a l l  very W id d rfu l, fo r  m e . . . I f  any o f you come through Spokane, 
Washington, DO look in on me.

—Marijane Johnson.



W ell, t i l  you. p e o p le  have b e e n  so dog-gone  p e s t i f e r o u s  t h a t  we 
hove d e c id e d  f o r  t h i s  s p e c i a l  W estc rcpn  i s s u e  to  p u t a, bug i n  a l l  y o u r 
e a r s  and g o t r i d  o f  some o f  th e  lo u s y  p a w n  t h a t ' s  c l u t t e r i n g  up o u r 
d ra w e rs , and  s o . . .

Comments on ^42 le a d  o f f  ( o u t ) ?

Hi A l. •
. . . I ' v e ,  g o t a l r e a d y  to  ad m it t h a t  I  d o n 't  l i k e  t h i s  i s h ’ s co v cv . 

And B jo  m ust be somehow r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t h i s , b e i n g  a r t  e d i t o r .  On th e  
o th e r  wind th e r e  a r e  v e ry ,  v e ry  good w orks o f  a r t  i n  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
z i n e . . . . B u t  t h a t  c o v e r .  J u p i t e r  from  E u ro p a . Such t h in g s  have b e e n  
done b e t t e r  b e f o r e ,  even  w ith  t r i c k e d - u p  p i c t u r e s ,  ( p h o to s ) .  By 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  o f  c o u rs e .  C a n 't  be  e x p e c te d  i n  a  fa n z in e  t h a t  wa,y. 
T ru e . But t h e n ,  why t r y  i t ?  A. s im p le  t h in g ,  i f  i t ' s  o n ly  o r i g i n a l ,  
w ith  some "m eaning" b e h in d  i t ,  c o u ld  be n ic e  to o .  T h is  c o u ld  j u s t  a s  
w e l l  be an Edam c h e e s e ,  h a n g in g  above P lu to .  But I  s h o u ld n 't  u se  so 
much o f  my p a p e r  b e in g  c r i t i c a l .  T here  a re  so many good th in g s  i n s i d e .  
. . .W i t h  a v iew  to  my v iew  on h i s  v iew  on J u p i t e r ,  I  m igh t b e t t e r  s k ip  
"G eorge F i e l d s ,  What H ex t?"  by Ted J o h n s t o n e a n d  I m ust assum e th a .t 
George c o u ld  do b e t t o r . . . .

Win S tru y c k
M olenvyver 40 S 
R o tte rd am  1 2 . H o llan d

No wim, B jo  had  n o th in g  to  do w ith  t h i s  c o v e r . ■ We d e c id e d  to  g iv e  
SHAGGY r e a d e r s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  specim en  o f  G e o rg e ’ s a r t  and he was 
g iv e n  c a r t e  b la n c h e . George c u t  h i s  own s t e n c i l s  and s e l e c t e d  h i s  own 
c o lo r  schem e. I  th o u g h t i t  was r a t h e r  a t t r a c t i v e ,  m y s e lf .  Wo a re  
ru n n in g  a n o th e r  a s t r o n o m ic a l  t h i s  m onth . L e t u s  know i f  you l i k e  i t  
any b e t t e r .  --A 1

L e a r  A l:
No. 42 was a r e a l  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p ie c e  o f  w ork, and  d id  c r e d i t  to  

th e  f a n s  who c o n t r ib u te d  t h e i r  tim e  and t h e i r  work and m a t e r i a l .  
" C o lo n ia l  E x c u rs io n s "  by Ron B e n n e tt  was a n ic e  p ie c e  o f  r e p o r t i n g .  
I  have re a d  a  few o f  h i s  s e r i a l i z e d  a c c o u n ts  i n  th e  B r i t i s h  F a n z in e s , 
w ith  which. I  have b e en  l i b e r a l l y  boomed. I  w ish  a c o l l e c t e d  v e r s io n  
o f  them  c o u ld  be p u t o u t ,  l i k e  W i l l i s '  im m o rta l w ork, "The H arp 
S t a t e s i d e . "  I  had a dream  o f  d o in g  so m e th in g  l i k e  t h a t  f o r  th e  London 
Con, b u t  a l a s ,  I  clmd b a ck  w ith  a, s e v e re  c a se  o f  A sian  f l u  w hich I  had



c o n t r a c t e d  on t h a t  lo u s y  Queen M ary, and. was to o  l u l l  and la n g u id  f o r  
so many weeks t h a t  a l l  th e  o th e r  r e p o r t s  had  been  i n  f o r  a  lo n g  tim e  
when i  lo o k ed  o v e r my n o te s  a g a in .  I  have had 3 -4  l e t t e r s  from  Ron 
s in c e  th e  S o la c o n , and  he was m ost e n t h u s i a s t i c  i n  h i s  p r a i s e .  I  was 
g la d  to  renew  th e  f r i e n d s h ip  w hich s t a r t e d  i n  London, a s  he i s  a  sw e ll
g u y .

Ron E l l i k ' s  " S q u i r r e l  Cage1' was a d e l i g h t .  I  a g re e  w ith  him  a b o u t 
th e  NEFF to  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t .  Y ea rs  a g o , when i t  was f i r s t  s t a r t e d  and I  
was 12 y e a r s  o r  so y o u n g e r, I  jo in e d  and was p u t on a  th in g  c a l l e d  the  
w elcom ing c o m m ittee , w here I  was su p p o sed  to  w r i t e  l e t t e r s  to  e n d le s s  
l i s t s  o f  w ou ld -be  f a n s .  I t  g o t to  be so e x p e n s iv e  i n  s tam p s , and so 
e x h a u s t in g  t h a t  I  f i n a l l y  r e s ig n e d .  \,hen a p le a s u r e  t u r n s  in to  an 
o v e rb e a r in g  c h o re , i t  i s  tim e  to  q u i t  b e in g  an o v e rd r iv e n  h e i f e r  and 
s e t t l e  down l i k e  an o ld  cow to  chaw o n e 's  cud . I f  t h i s  o f fe n d s  m y  N3F 
member, I  ami s o r r y ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  how i t  i s . . . .

5 I  c e r t a i n l y  m is s  o ld  LASFS, a s  i t  came in to  my l i f e  j u s t  i n  tim e  
to  p re v e n t  me from  s e t t l i n g  down inmy ro c k in g  c h a i r  and chew ing o v e r  
th e ,G o o d  Old L ay s , gave me an  i n t e r e s t  i n  l i f e  I  h a d n ’ t  had s in c e  1930, 
who I  Jo in e d  a 'g l i d e r  c lu b  and f le w  a home-made t r a i n e r .  I  doub t I  
would f i t  i n to  th e  new s e t  i n  LASFS now, a s  th e y  w ould p ro b a b ly  t h in k  
I  was an. aw fu l s q u a re ,  p r i v a t e l y ,  I  am, a b o u t a l o t  o f  t h in g s ;  o v e r -  
lo u d  s t e r e o  r e c o r d s  b e a t n ik s ,  booze and b a b e s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e . . . .

Good lu c k  to  SHAGGY - hope t h i s  r e n a i s s a n c e  c o n t in u e s .’

R ory F a u ln e r  
7241 E a s t  2 o th  S t .  
W e s tm in s te r , C a l i f .

P o t t y ,  y o u ’r e  a b o u t a s  sq u a re  a s  a  p l a n e ta r y  o r b i t ,  and we m iss  you 
around  th e  c lu b .  Your c o n t r i b u t i o n s  r e c e iv e d  w ith  many th a n k s ,  a s  you 
w i l l  see  e ls e w h e re  i n  t h i s  i s s u e .  L e t u s  h e a r  from  you! --A 1

L i t t l e  Red R id in g  Hood i s  NOT a R u ss ia n  c o n t r a c e p t iv e !  — EFR 

p .S .  Thanks 'fo r  p a s s in g  on th e  l i n o ,  to o !  - -  Al



Dear Al,
I congratulate you on printing part XIII of Ron Bennett’s report, 

despite the fact that parts 4-12 haven't been printed jet. Maybe now 
Calkins will send his section to someone else who'll actually publish 
the thing. Bill Meyers has been ready with part V for several months 
new, waiting for part IV to show up. Frankly, I think the whole thing 
should have been pubbed in one or two widely circulated genzincs, and 
then in one• volume. probably SHAGGY? CRY"APORRHfA, or YAKDRO would be 
best. Anyway, this episode, the report was excellent and well up to 
the first few parts’ promise.

The FANACites get in some v<.ry good materia.! again. Ellik takes 
the honors, but Ahatzisname's pace Creatures were drolly clever.

Ho matter whether pro or fan, neophyte or full-fledged slan, 
As poet he is also-ran, who cannot make his verses scan.
It grieves me sorely when I start to read some versifier’s art, 
Then have tc skip and jump and dart, because the meter falls apart. 
So tho I always like to read a fannish verse on nows or creed, 
By fans from inhibitions freed, I find they've mostly gone to seed. 
And even Cogswell, Theo R. , whose poem,' I grant, is over par, 
(The ideas better this by far.’) -- even his meter tends to jar.
Yet perhaps it woulCTe wise,' not to. carp- cr criticize, 
Unless I also emphasize, I LIKED ‘the poems, despite my cries.

So I ’d convey appreciation, 3000 miles across the nation, 
To all the M.SFS aggregation, anent the SHAGGY" concatenation.

Bruce Pelz 
4010 Leona St. 
Tampa 9, Florida

I would rhyme if I had the time, and if my wit weren’t out of it. 
Seriously, though, we had a couple of second thoughts about printing 
our part without the intervening ones, but considering that it is 
now convention time 1959 it seemed awfully late to be running edn 
reports from 1958. Apparently we unloosed the flood, for since vpart

13



X III  appeared , i n  Shaggy, o u r l e a d  h a s  been  fo llo w ed  by T e rry  C a r r ,  
G regg C a lk in s ,  and Ron h a s  p u b l is h e d  one p a r t  h im s e l f .  As to  p u b l i s h in g  
th e  w hole se q u e n c e , I ' cl l i k e  to  q u o te  I r o n  a  l e t t e r  to  B jo I r o n  Rbn;

" . . . Y o u ’re  a c t u a l l y  th e  t h i r d  S t a t e s i d e  fa n  who h a s  o f f e r r e d  to  
ru n  o f f  th e  e n t i r e  v e r s io n  and I have  to  say  t h a t  each  o f f e r  h a s  b een  
a  s te p  ahead  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  one . I  do f e e l  t h a t  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  p u t t i n g  o u t such a lo a d  o f  t r i p e  sh o u ld  be w h o lly  and p u r e ly  m ine . 
I  may change my m ind i f  I ’m u n a b le  to  keep  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  b u t  a t  th e  
moment I ’m adam ant. , ( I f  I  w ere l i l l i s ,  I ’d f in d  someway to  b r in g  in  
a w om an's name so t h a t  I c o u ld  say  she was E v e - a n t ) .  I  hope you d o n ’ t  
h a te  me; w e l l ,  n o t to o  m u c h . . . . "

And from  th e  same l e t t e r :

F i r s t ,  th a n k s  f o r  SHnGGY 42 , w hich a r r i v e d  a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  th e  a i r  
l e t t e r .  I ’m n a t u r a l l y  w ild  a b o u t th e  f a c t  t h a t  you added  an " s "  to  my 
t i t l e  — my, how you lo v e  u s in g  th o s e  l e t t e r  g u id e s  - -  and  s p e l l e d  my 
name w ith o u t  c a p i t a l s .  S t i l l ,  I ’ve made SHAGGY, w hich was an a m b itio n  
o f  m ine s in c e  I  was so h ig h .  I  have s o m e th in g .to  say  a b o u t y o u r i l l o s ,  
B jo , and I  hope i t  won’t  make y o u r f r e c k l e s  b lu s h ,  ( s o r r y ,  a r e  we s t i l l  
f r i e n d s ? ) . . . .Up to  a y e a r  o r  so a g o , . I  a lw ay s  l i k e d  to  have  any ru b b is h  
I  w ro te  f o r  f a n z in e s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by B i l l .  H a r ry , th e  young L iv e rp o o l  
a r t i s t  who now h a s  e v id e n t ly  d ro p p ed  o u t o f  fandom . I t  i s  a  p i t y .  Much 

o f  h i s  work was a d a p te d  from  i l l o s  i n  MAD and from  p h o to g ra p h s , b u t  th e  
id e a s  h e ’ p u t i n t o  t h i s  w ork, a l t e r i n g  th e  o r i g in a l ,  s l i g h t l y  to  form  some- 
p o in te d  and v e ry  f  ann i sh joke was g r e a t l y  e n jo y e d  by  f a n s  o v e r h e r e ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  a s  h i s  a r tw o rk  had  a f i n e  d eg ree  o f  q u a l i t y  a b o u t i t .  \Bh a t  
I  m y se lf  l i k e d  a b o u t B i l l ' s  work was t h a t  he seemed to  add som eth ing  to  
th e  p r i n t e d  word he was i l l u s t r a t i n g .  Many a  t im e , I ’ve c o n c e iv e d  o f  
some in a n e  id e a  w hich h a s  seemed a t  th e  tim e  a  f in e  and f a n n is h  t h in g  
to  d o , and I ’ ve w r i t t e n  an a r t i c l e  o r  a  f a n n is h  s t o r y  a ro u n d  th e  id e a .  
I t  h a s n ^ t  come o u t a s  I ’d i n i t i a l l y  p i c t u r e d  i t ,  b u t  w ith  B i l l ’ s i l l o  
added , i t  h a s  been  c o m p le te , an  in d e p e n d e n t w ho le . B i l l  c o u ld  com ple­
m ent what I  m y s e lf  la c k e d  i n  th e  way o f  w r i t i n g ,  .and h i s  i l l o s  found 
j u s t  th e  r i g h t  to u c h  o f  s p i r i t  and a tm o sp h e re  t h a t  wag c e r t a i n l y  
n e c e s s a r y .  I  owed a l o t  to  him , and a l th o u g h  s e v e r a l  a r t i s t s  have



’illustrated my rubbish since Bill dropped out of fo.n'.om, I've not 
found anyone who c o u M  auite lend that -sane amount of feeling and yes, 
sympathy as Bill himself. Until now, that is. Ma'am,; your ullustra- 
tions for my piece are superb, no less. I especially like that picture 
of my dipping my- hand in the pacific and I've sat and stared for many 
long minutes'at the ‘picture of the four of us, Bob, Sylv. , Ted and 
myself, in Las Ve^s. I notice that you have ommatted glasses from both 
Ted and Bob, but have included such exact details as my camera, my tennis 
shoes and that Vegas cowboy. Also, one left-handed jackpot machines...

Best „*ishcs,
.. Bon Bennett,

Southway. & Cdcil •
. . Harrogate

B jo ' s freckle s ore -blushing prettily, and we're awfully glad you like, 
her artwork, -l-ith Bjo, Jerry Stier, and .Jack Harness, I think we have 
the best group of illustrators in fandom, end when you add-the cartoons 
of Rotsler and.our new contributor, Elmon Lee Coo, I know we have. Now 
i-f we‘could only hear from you, Bill Harry....... 11 t •

pear perpetrators of the SoCal focal-point:
• ...A, suggestion: eBit your letters just a wee bit more.... 

Hurridly, 
. Ted pauis

1448 Meridene Ur. 
Baltimore 12, Md. 

Okay--Al
* • :

Dear Shaggy-peoplc,
Your periodical came to me in the mail a few days ago, and I was 

most interested in it. I am not now to the field' of science-fiction 
(I started buying Astounding back in the early forties-) but I am new 
to fandom, partly by accident, I joine the N3F at Solacon, and ever 
since assorted circulars, bulletins, sines, and the like have come 
through the mail. Most have been quite interesting, and I have been 
pleased to receive them, altho I am often baffled by some of the



abbreviations, new terns, and oblique references to alien subjects. 
I a® a little weary of the series of vitriolic letters ana articles' 
sent by the two opposing sides of the ”Rehorst'-Affair. ” I Coi't know 
exactly what is going on,, one being a person who is trying to figure

• out what ESF, and fan .on in general, is. all about, I an a little dis-
• courage!. I had the vague impression that an organization of fans was 
mostly for fun, but this doesn’t seen to be quite true for- M3F„. Right

"after one of’ the violent letters fron one or the other .side (I forget 
which) in the 1T3F dispute, your Shaggy j 42 arrived, a ®  it was like 
a breath of fresh air - the imaginative articles, poetry, and art were 
a welcome relief. It is understandable, now, why sone of your members 
have been reluctant to join an organization like the L3F -.ar . I say 
nore power to then. Your organization sounds more like what I had 
Imagined, judging fron the spirit reflected in SHAGGY.

Various points khich inpressed no: tendency to avoid the norc. 
esoteric terminology and initials which make comprehension difficult 
for a neofan; printing on white paper - reading all those green, brown, 
yellow and purple sheets was waspingny eyeballs; imaginative and . 
carefully done art; a certain lack of inhibition in the writing, 
which adds life to a zine; z healthy rvoidance of taking yourselves 
too seriously.

As you nay have notice, I have included sone of my own art work 
along with this letter....

Elnon■Lee Coe
10543£ chiton St.
Los. ^ngcles 24, Calif.

Koo, hoy did wo notice! And the reader will notice a 'few in scattered 
spots throughout the zine. My own favorite is the one we’ve put in 
the place of honor on the contents page. And while wo didn’t use then 
all, we’d like to see sone nore. Boy, woulc" we! This, Keffers, is 'n 
example of the impression made upon a complete neofan. It is good,, 
constructive criticism, and from a person who can hardly be. called- 
prejudiced through a long sojurn in fandom. The two articles by Ron 
Ellik on the LFFF seem to have stirred more opinions than anything 
else we-have published to date. How for some of the remarks inspired



Rudr Al ft Crew, ' ■
...The Huirrel’s adventures in the NEFF arc of course amusing, 

but I an glad to.see him taking a "serious" approach, too. Actually, 
the NEFF needs fen of Ron’s calibre to make it the club it should be. 
The-red tape, etc. ca.n be cut through but only by those willing to be 
super-active. I know Stan Foolston and others have, tried like every­
thing to improve the club (and from the outside, looking in, I think 
there has.been improvement), but it takes more than a handful of 
supcractive fen to do this job. If Ron (and others like him) get 
really interested and; worked along with Stan. Ernie ..heatloy, Honey 
Food, etc. .'ell, who knows what night happen?

A local, club can get by with a snail percentage of active members 
who do all the work while the others sit back, pay their dues, and reap 
the benefits. But a national or international organization must have . 
active members all over the nap to make it worthwhile, or -- in other 
worts -- a lar^e -percentage of active members.
• An happy To hear the EFFF is starting an ApA group. It occuts to 

me that this ajay group could very easily wind up being the EFFF. If 
those who (ton't join the jJA segment continue to go along with m  do- 
nothing attitude the club could faT-e away, leaving only the publishing 
and/or wrirmg members intact. This is EOT a prediction, just a. 
statement of possibility... ' ’ •

Maybe Fritz Leiber had. his tongue in his check when he 3ML S talking 
about' the need for a dpwaboat stf nag. As Rick pointed out, there are 
too many downbeat stories already. „c need some good upbeat talcs, not 
pollyam: stuff, but stories that give the human race (and other races, 
other worlds) a. chance to lick their problems instead of their wounds.

Of course there is downbeat and downbeat. Good writers, like 
Leiber and .Bloch, can write entertaining downbeat talus. - Acird 
fantasies can be downboat as' all hell -- and carry a punch (or a thrill 
--or a chillll) that makes the ’’tragic” ending worthwhile. But science 
fiction could do with sone brighter future stories. Lot sugar-coated 
or sugar-saturated utopias where everything works like clockwork, but 
stories showing an improved world instead of a perfect one or 1 dcmol-



ished one. There will still be--problens for the protagonist to solve! 
m l  that ’ s what makes c. story.

I enjoyed the article very much including the paragraphs about 
the Eastern writers. Hope Fritz will do more of these, and tell us' 
more about himself, too....

Len Moffett
10202 Belcher ' 
Downey, Calif.

Doer Bjo,
...Duc to tnc letter-of-nine pubbed n the last Sl-hxC-GY, it < 1 1  

doubtless amuse you to know that Eva Firestone (or someone 11vlng in 
Upton, ,,'ySming, -at any rate) sent in my dues for UFFF also, so it 
looks li.ke I hove been inductee^ i nto the I’FFF without warning or 
anything, Just like Ronel wt s; so when you cone up fo.r the Con, be 
sure and give ne an official welcome. Duc to ny apathy toward FEES’, 

■ | didn't feci that pore Eva would get her money's worth of fun, so I 
an sending her a refund today .also. I moan, if I was antagonistic

‘ like Ronel was, T would let it go, but since I won't be writing any 
funncc articles or like that, like Ronel is doing, it didn't seen 
fair somehow. ...

Bertram R. Toskcy 
4005 15th HE - 4̂10 
Seattle 5, Washington■

TWo down...Dow let', s hear from the counsel for the defense;
Dear Al;

I have been a Keffer for three years now and was most interested 
to,real the article in tail end of SHAGGY about us. I grant the author 
that in many cases the USE becomes something of a lonely hearts club. 
Certainly we do everything to encourage the new members to build up a 
roster of correspondents, and try through welcome letters "nd round
‘ robins to get him. into the habit of writing long and often, m l  
personally I think H3F is a real and valuable asset to fandom, even to 
the groups which pretend to be so superior to the neafan neffor. But



the-fact remains that it is in 113? that the neo fan learns to han tie 
typewriter and later a mimeograph or spirit duplicator. One thing is 
fold sure there would be few recruits to fandom if it were not for 
organizations such as 1'3? which perr.it a person to fan without special 
equipment, duplicators or editorial talent.

A great to-do is node about the defunct projects of the K3?.... 
The fact of the natter is that it is the policy of NS? to encourage 
any fan to go ahead, with ...a project anf help through publicity and 
soforth. The fact that the project often fails nay not necessarily 
be the fault of the ?3F or of the neo fan either...nil that can be done
in a project is to back it up and let the person responsible go ahead
with all the encouragement you can give him. If the rest of funion 
chooses not to cooperate then it surely is neither the fault of the 1.3?
or the noofan. In fact the only way to find out if an idea is any
good or not is to put it to practice and lea.rn the hard wa.y«. ..

But I would like to remind you that it is not the success or 
failure of one project or another, but the zeal with which we approach 
and attempt these projects that counts. Surely it is better to try and 
fail, than not to try at all. ^nd I don’t think the most wholehearted 

'detractors of E3F can say that we don’t try.
now as to the so-called characters around the conventions, it is 

.true that the lunatic fringe is invariably attracted to organizations 
such as the 113? and to the conventions for that matter. One hour in a' 
bedlam at the average con hotel would convince anyone of that. But the 
overwhelming majority of I-cffcrs are by no moans freaks or crackpots.... 
The average Keffer is a sincere hardworking fan who is trying to find 
some way in ’Which to-serve fandom. Certainly we put a premium on 
correspondence since it is seldom one Mcfror meets another except at 
conventions, ^nd one thing said night be quite true. Your Keffer is 
usua.lly-a lonely person using the nails to vent his lonelirioss and make 
friends which he or she is unable to make alone. I personally think 
this is good.. VERY GOOD. The loneliness soon ceases and the .person 
becomes far better adjusted to life and soon graduates into one of the 
numerous apa groups or drops out due to personal difficulties.

Finally I might remark that under Ralph Holland, Honey 'food, and4 
Stan 5£o ol st on, the H3? has finally topped the'200 nark an-' recruiting 
is still going strong. If wc can coax the present directorate to 
remain at the holm I feel sure the H3? will really become THE Ihtl 
ORG^IkdTIOlh But one characteristic of almost every Hoffer is con­
geniality. I have corresponded with something like 200 fans in my 
membership in ?3F , an I one and oil have turned out to be men of good 
will willing 'to do anything within reason to further the best interest 
of fandom as a whole..,.

Hoping this finds you in best of health, and congratulations on a 
most excellent SHJ.GGY, I remain,

Fanatically Yours, ;
Seth ... Johnson
339 Stiles St.
Vaux Haul, H.J.

Shucks, Seth, some of my best friends arc Hoffers. But I would axg ;est 
that .perhaps the NS? sca.rcs away as many neofans as It recruits. And as 
member projects are undertaken with the blessing of the N3F and 
publicized as I?3F projects, it is no wonder that when they fail the 
organization recieves the blame. If I:3F had a better record, thqy migx t 
recieve better cooperation. But they’ve got to deserve it. first.--A1



Growls:
...Berry Fund. I is agin it. .my such Fund is in competition 

with T..FF.' Even tho' T..FF will not be sending anyone out this year, 
still, more support for ThFF, less for these special funds, night make t 
it possible for an annual My opinion is that anyone who is
willing to come out, over, under, Or what-have-you, should take their 
chances with I do'"havo complaints about T..FF, though, even
though i do support'it. It would. seen to me that this year, there 
weren't chough serious attempts to publicize tho nominations. Bo you 
realize that the first news, outside of rumors, came when they announced 
that the nominations had been closed. I ’ve nothing against the 
candidates, in fact some of ’em. .. yum... yum. , but the principle is 
that I did not hear of it until nominations wore closed. Ono fan's 
opinion of tho Candidates presented runs like this, ” I ain’t seen 
any pics of Terry Garr's legs, and between Bjo and Ford, I. think Bjo 
has nicer legs, so I ’m for Bjo...”

mrt Hayes
Cardiff, Ontario
Canada

I disagree with you about the Berry fund, ^rt. The Borry Fund was 
begun only after it was determined that because of the timing ofthe 
British con, there would bo no T..FF candidate to the US for eithe r tho 
59 or 60 conventions. This means no TnFF representative would visit 
the states agin ’until ’61 which is also a pacific Coastcon. End if 
you extrapolate this forward,' you’ll sec that there novor will be 
another T^FF candidate to anyplace except the coast as long as the 
present scheduling continues. This is something tho next administraton 
arc going to have to work out. I agree with you, however, that 

the T^FH nominations were not at all well-publicized. Bjo had 
decided to run for tho 1960 T..FF sone tine ago, but it was not until 
o. Ifovombbr 1958 Science Fiction Timcsfof all palces.' ) that we learned 
there would be no 1959 candidate and-that the 1960 nominations closed 
in a little more than thirty days, he had a mad scramble to got her 
nomination in under the deadline, and Bon Ford was c-von later. Terry 
Carr? who had been angling for the 1959 bid, of course had his 
campaign rolling at the Solacon, but he was planning on an earlier* trip. 
This is another thing the new administrators are going to have to 
change. --..1 

pear pipplc.
...To hell with the difference between fanzine fans and convention 

fans. Lfter all, they're both fans, in their own ways, and if one 
group is strong enough to elect c candidate, then that candidate is 
the most representative. Like, say, there a.re 200 convention fans and 
100 fanzine fans (good round numbers, even if inaccurate). If tbc- 
groups cast their votes for their candidates without exception, then, 
the vote would be 200-100 in fo,vor of the convention fan...and he 
would be the most representative. ..fter all, T^FF is an election, and 
the person who endears himself fherself) to the majority is the person 
elected as the representative. Let’s have no more talk of a split in 
fandom, as Fandom is Just a Goddam Hobby. I think....

Vic Ryan
2160 Sylvan Road 
Springfield, Ill.

Bravo.’ --.il 7

q9no.no


• pear Al>
Thanks very much for the fine Berry Fund -editorial; this is 

greatly appreciated up here in these strong pro-Berry .precincts 
(also pro-T^FF). I'm not sure that you have all the early, history 
straight, but i>n not sure enough of the opposite to make any 
definite corrections, so just count ne as vacillating on the historical 

. end.
One thing that has been continually misinterpretc’, though, is the 

, '’convention fans VS fanzine fans" pitch. It has cone to the point 
that even the original protagonists-use these misleading labels, but 
’tain’t so* bhat happened; after a certain amount of misunderstanding 
about vote-sub si di zing--by unsuccessful TAFF candidates in 1957, was 
that various funs griped in fanzines, letters, tapes, etc. They were 
griping not About voting by so-called ’’convention fans” , but about 
voting b non-fans who attended conventions as friends of s-f readers, 
and who voTed (under pressure from candidates and/or other canvassers) 
in Total Ignorance—  particularly ’when the T^FF contribution was put 
up not by the voter but by the canvasser. It was the Ignorant "oh, 

' cone on, he's a friend of nine," Vote that was protested. Clearer?
...Rich starts his profile of TedJ as if he's going to give Ted a 

good run for the Course, bat-lapses into less-interesting backslapping 
’ such as I griped about in my last letter. I suppose it’s the Momentum 

of the Thing, because Rich is generally a good man on reviews, connects, 
and casual personal assaults. ..'ell, he picks up at the end.

Rick Sncary has a. good set of points; I wish someone could hold 
Campbell's nose and feed him a set- of this sort of comments, with a 
long-handled spoon.

Metcalf nukes a good try, but doesn't seen to be too familiar with 
the field he’s satirizing.

Leiber has a good pitch but too disorganized. laid I have a 
Question: did someone goof up Fritz's grammar in stencilling, or lid 
someone fail to correct Fritz's grammar in stenciling? Through sheer 
awe and etc? Veil, anyhow, it is a good piece, though looser than 
. could.’ve been.

Good old ESPlunkett (you, ^1? Bjo? ..ho, in mortal guise?): pretty 
well-done, mostly. ‘ '.ho is still griping at Laney's evaluations of 
-L^SFS?? Vas you dare, Sharlie? (Me, either.) Otherwise, Blunkett 
mildly riles high in saddle....

Bost x.nyhow,
F.M. Busby 
2852 14th ..ve J. 
Seattle 99, hash.

This was a rather pointed editorial, and one of the people it was 
pointed at was you, Buz. I recall some rather alarmed efforts on 
your part to get Bjo to drop her campaign so "fanzine fans could 
present a united front," or some such thing. Furthermore, my remarks 
■are directed toward material published in fanzines in regard to the 
current campaign/ not to the campaign of 1957. It is my personal 
opinion that Terry Carr and certain of his supporters have been 
running .a campaign whose effects- cannot fall to be harmful to fem don 
at large,' irregardless- of the final results. As to the peculiar 
form of Fritz’s article, the point should have been made and was not 
that this was not an article at all, but a speech. It was given by



Fritz at the L^SFS fanquet in March, and transcribed by me iron a 
tape; I corrected the grammar --spoken words don’t sound like 
written —  or thought I did. Fritz did not have a chance to go over 
it in detail, although ho made a few modifications. The blame for 
any out-and-out grammatical errors, therefore, is mine, for 
Plunkett, he got his information from a couple of people who were 
there. Lnd as long as someone is going to try to discuss a writer -- 
any writer, fan or otherwise —  one of the moist relevant comments 
that can be made is on the veracity of that writer. Furthermore, 
and this is undeniable, the Laney LISI'S has not been in existence 
for a dozen years, now. You"were not the only one to remark on the 
Laney comment, Buz, as a matter of fact your editor, Plunkett, a 
certain redheaded T^FF Candidate and a couple of her hired guns were 
invited over for one of Isobel's slightly fabulous dinners for the 
purpose of letting Burbee pontificate about homosexuals, LI.SFS and 
Laney. (Will that dig stir you up enough for another dinner 
invitation, Burb?) x.nyhow, wc got this Iwttor:

...You remember I remarked that the Laney picture of the L-SFS 
was not false, as you declared in your review of THE STORMY PETREL. 
I asked you where you got your information end you said from WJDaughpr# 
and FJLckerman. They both paint the L..SES (of Loney's tine) as lily- 
white while Laney said it was black, (actually, 1.1 i.shlcy ealired 
the club to be 90# quoor--why has no one but Loney called him on that?)

The Paugh er ty-^kerman picture is not any more accurate that 
Laney's. (Daugherty couldn't see and Lckerman wouldn't look. ) The 
true picture lies somewhere in between.

I asked you also to tell me when Laney'd been expelled from the 
club. He never was, to my knowledge, unless the club did it in a fit 
of bravery two or three years after he’d resigned, never to return.

S -L '^ '^ 4 3 - very interesting. with Sneary and Leiber taking top 
honors. Charles Burbee

7628 S. pioneer
.hittier, Calif.

The point of the review, if you’ll recall, was that Laney was not 
accurate, but that his picture of L.SFS hud become accepted throughout 
fanzines, ’..ithout going into the relative merits and rehashing an 
old fan feud, most of whose pro t agon si ts have ceased to cure, I do 
want to report the point for all those like Busby who seen to think 
there is something wrong in an organization coming to its own defense 
that Laney did not toll the gospel truth, and that his picture is 
and was false, ^s even you. Burb, have conceded, ^s for the fact 
that- Laney was expelled from the club, this is tradition, and I don’t 
know of any authority for it, and Forry is out of town so I can’t 
check with him. It is quite possible that ^shlcy was the expellee 
an? tha.t the tradition, as is common with oral traditions, got 
garbled. hnyhow, peter Kronweld von Rot sin (sp?) was the second, 
because I was there. Nov;, suppose we let the whole thing drop into 
history and out of controversy, which is inhere it belongs anyway. --^1



To emphasize what I said in ny last letter about repentende, 
I'm. acknowledging anti expressing thanks for the 43rd Shangri~L’Affaires 
only three days after its arrival. So I ’n  devoting this entire week 
to fanzine reading in spare time; it's one way to reduce the fright­
ening stack of unread publications. I ’n  such an old fan that I can 
remember when fanzines usually contained only 24 pages or thereabouts. 
You people in Los Angeles are setting a near-precedent by limiting 
an issue to 36 pages, and in pica type at that.

The identity of Mr. Plunkett intrigues ne, too....The reviews give 
evidence of first-hand involvement in fandom for quite a few years, 
and I'm inclined to suspect either Lon Moffatt or Stan Aoolston, 
preferably the former.

The thought of people welcoming Ellik to fandom is a strange ono, 
but I enjoyed very much these accounts of his encounter with the EFFF. 
Its recruitment work is the only major activity in which it indulges 
that unorganized funs couldn't achieve quite easily. I remain uncon­
vinced that the recruiting is more beneficial than harmful, when 
looked at in the general sense, over a period of years. There have . 
been seme welcoming committee members who have definitely repelled 
prospective new fans by their gushing tactics or necr-illiteracy. 
Even when the welcoming is properly lone, it's questionable if brand, 
now fans are going to get the right impression of science fiction 
fandom by entering through an organization which has everything so 
wrapped up in protocol and committees and channels. These new fans 
are apt to think that it's impossible to do what you please in fandom 
without going through prescribed rituals and clearing it with 
authority.

I liked the things that Fritz Leiber hat to say. In Hagerstown, 
the afternoon newspaper is about to cut back its publication rate to 
five issues per week, omitting the Saturday edition. This doesn't 
mean that people ere no longer interested in reading about deaths and 
bloodshed ant weddings and so on. It simply neons that it becomes 
more expensive all the time to .publish and it'll be more profitable 
to crowd the "week's advertising revenue into five newspapers instead, 
of six. It is hardly correct even to speculate that the arrival of 
space travel has ruined science fiction in magazine form, because up 
to now nothing that has occurred in reality has involved things that 
ever were part and parcel of science fiction, placing in orbit a few 
tiny satellites and sending a few small animals a couple of hundred 
miles up never formed the subject natter of science fiction stories, 
although such activities nay have formed a paragraph or two .in c story 
that described the development of space travel. bait until men got to 
the planets; then will bo time to think that advances are ruining ’ 
science fiction, instead of such things as the rising cost of type­
setting and paper, the need f^r paying high rates-to authors for’gooa 
fiction, the competition from paperback books, the way people prefer 
to watch telivision instead -of roading, and the way in which picture 
magazines have made people unwilling to buy any periodicals that don’t 
contain three or four pictures on every page....

Bjo's pictures make it obvious that anyone who tried to choose 
among Bjo, Atom and Rotsler as fandom's best illustrator would conk out 
in an agony of indecision.

Harry ..arncr, Jr.
Aell sai', but the paying of high rates to 423 Summit Ave. 
authors hardly applies in the science fic- Hagerstown, Mt. 
tion field. There aren't any.--.ul



Dear Shaggy,
Being at the ty p ew r ite r  a lread y , I  might as w e ll add an ex tra  issue 
to  the su b scr ip tion  by making th is  a l e t t e r  o f  comment. Since you 
d id ’ nt s p e c ify  what the l e t t e r  must comment on, I  an tempted to  g ive  
comparative ra t in gs  o f B erkely  bars, or lament the passing o f  your 
rumble s ea t , or specu la te  who posed fo r  the rea r  h a l f  o f  your cover 
p ic  on #213, but i t ' s  so much e a s ie r  to be Serious and C onstructive 
that 1 s h a ll  ask R ick  Sneary why h e 's  read ing Astounding at a l l .  I f  
he waits " r e a l  peop le in  c o n f l i c t  w ith the world in  terms as we know 
them" ( s ic )  th e re 's  sL way s H a rp er 's , or any number cf earnest l i t t l e  
Serious N ove ls , or evea , God h e ir  us, the Saturday Evening Post.

Look, R ick , I  thoroughly agre© t h i t  th is  deus ex machina b i t ,  vh eth er 
±  be Benevolentj. A lien s  or New Power s o f  the Mind, is  the sure 
to ru in  a s to ry . I t  has not on ly no r e la t io n  to r e a l i t y  ----  m  the
a b s tra c t, sym bolic way which is  the c lo s e s t  any f i c t i o n  cf any. kind 
can approach r e a l i t y --- but, ra th er  'worse, i t  has no r e la t io n  to 
s to ry  t e l l i n g .  On the other hand, the s o -c a lle d  "real i s t i c "  or 
"e x tra p o la ted "  or what-have-you science f i c t i o n  h a sn 't  got a d is c -  
e rn ib ly  c lo s e r  r e la t io n s h ip . At i t s  b e s t , i t  s a t i r i z e s  oy tak ing 
one aspect o f  the w orld -today and s tr e tc h in g  i t  to in f in i t e  len gth s . 
"Gravy P la n e t"  is  a case in  p o in t . "1981|-’’ , inc i den t l y ,  is  not, Since 
O rw ell was o f fe r in g  a p r e t ty  sober and accurate p o r t r a i t  o f S t a l in is t  
Russia, m erely t ra n s fe r r in g  the lo c a le  to  a fu tu re  England to  under­
l in e  the warning. But the method o f s a t ir e  is  in h e ren tly  l im ite d , and 
any amount o f  s to r ie s  have been ru ined by using i t  as the method o f 
what should have been more gen era l f i c t i o n .  In  other words, I  en joyed 
"Gravy P lan e t" the f i r s t  time 1 read i t ,  but along & out the f i f t i e t h  
tim e, under s t i l l  another t i t l e ,  I  go t as bored w ith  "e x tra p o la t io n "  
as I  was w ith the deus, ex machina.

Now i f  oar immediate fu tu re is to be, in  R ic k 's  words, "good and 
f u l l  o f prom ise", there are c e r ta  n th ings which must hapnen no™'. Some 
o f them "are, to a s l ig h t  degree, w i t  in  our c o n tro l. We m ight a l l  get 

. out next y ea r , fo r  in stance, and try  to e lect a P res iden t w,ho reads 
something besides 'Zestern m agazines. But most o f the c ru c ia l fa c to rs  
are com pletely  beyond bur amending. A can cb noth ing whatsoever about 

- the b u i l t - in  paranoia o f  Communism, the b ir th  ra te  of China, or the 
data o f  nuclear ph ys ics , imd noth ing but the most w ild ly  improbable 
s e r ie s  o f co incidences w i l l  make them a l l  come out the way we Doi t .  
’Science f i c t i o n  can o f f e r  no p re s c ip t io n  any more than sc ience can, 
or diplom acy, or r e l i g io n ,  cr you -nam e-it. Hang onto your hats boys,



T h ere fo re , any b r ig h t  and ch ee r fu l, or even any ve ry  h o p e fu l- fo r -  
th e - In d iv id u a l fu tu re  which sc ience f i c t i o n  is about to  w rite  ds out, 
must be constructed  a r b i t r a r i ly  and se t a t some a rb it r a r y  date beyond 
the immediate c r is is .,  which the w r it e r  must as si me we weathered1 in  some 
a rb itra ry  one o f  s e v e ra l p o ss ib le  ways. U n re a lis t ic ?  Sure. So is  the 
’’ extrapolate on” type o f  gloom and doom, s in ce i t  e x tra c ts  one OP two 
fea tu res  out o f  the e x is t in g  mosaic and makes them piredominant in  the 
whoje fu tu re . A c tu a lly , h i  t o r y  is  so com pletely  u npred ictab le  that 
the on ly sa fe  b e t i»s th a t 20^9 w i l l  in co rp ora te , as fundamental 
fe a tu re s , a number o f  consequences o f  events today so in s ig n if ic a n t  
they haven’ t  even made the papers.

So .is sc ience f i c t i o n  doomed always to  remain a rb it r a r y , eath s to ry  
a s e lf-c o n ta in e d  l i t t l e  u n iverse  com p lete ly  a d r i f t  from presen t r e a l ­
ity ?  No.-But the f i c t i o n a l  approach to actua l problems must be d i f f e r ­
en t, both from the d is to r t io n s  o f  the "e x t ra p o la t io n ” form ula and from 
the w e lte r  o f  m eaningless d e ta i ls  which make- up every day l i f e  and 
work.

What sc ien ce  f i c t i o n  should deal w ith , when i t  ta ck les  i t s  own era ,. 
. is an abstrac t and g en e ra liz ed  ve rs io n  of our own bas ic  problem s.

Most l i k e l y  these problem s, in  th e ir  f i c t i o n a l  resta tem en t, can most 
co n v ien tly  be g iven  s e tt in g s  in  the fa r  futu.be and on d is ta n t p la n e ts .. 
This does not make them in to  an a r t i f i c i a l  shadow p la y , fcr on th is  
abstract l e v e l  the problems become e t e r n a l;  the sane problems cf war 
and peace, lo v e  and h a te , sorrow and jo y , fe a r  and courage, w ith  which 
Eurip ides d e a lt ,  and w ith  which out most remote descendants w i l l  p ro­
bably a lso  have to d e a l.

The c h a ra c te r is t ic  sc ience f i c t i o n  approach to  these la rg e  issu es, 
as d is tin gu ish ed  from  the c h a ra c te r is t ic  approaches o f  o th er f i c t i o n  
types , is  in t e l le c tu a l  and a n a l i t i c a l .  For example, Asim ov’ s "Foun­
da tion ” s e r ie s  employed f i c t i o n a l  techniques to  illu m in a te  the under­
ly in g  lo g ic  o f h is to r y  (in c lu d in g  20th Century h is to r y  ----  fo r  in s t ­
ance, the most recen t 3 'B el*R lose” would bea S o v ie t  marshal turned , 
out to p a s tu re ). Ralph W illiam s is  a w r it e r  w ith an adm iral grasp o f 
r e a l i t y .  In case anyone remembers my own "Among T h ieves ” , i t  was a 
parab le a l l  the way down the l in e .  And so on.

Of course, the fa c t  that the bas ic  approach, o r  a t t itu d e , or 
ph ilosophy, or w h a tch a ca llit  cf science f i c t i o n  i s  a n a l i t i c a l ,  does 
not mean that the r e s u lt in g  s to ry  has to  be a co ld  g l o r i f i e d  essay. 
On the con tra ry , not on ly  can the usual f i c t i o n a l  techniques bo used 
to  c rea te  l i v e  characters and em otional responses, but the sym bolic 
r e la t io n s h ip  to  immediate,* 20th  Century r e a l i t y  o f fe r s  a p o te n t ia l  
ex tra  d iv idend  o f v iv id n ess  and impact.

(Phis, I  th in k , sums up what "s e r io u s ” sc ience f i c t i o n  can do out 
p la c in g  contemporary man in  h is  own con tex t. I  w i l l  agree com pletely  
w ith  Rick that a l l  too l i t t l e  sc ience f i c i i  on these dey s is  even mak­
in g - th e-a ttem p t.

C o rd ia lly , 
We’ re a l l  out o f  paper so you g e t 
no answer, Poul, tu t  w e ' l l  see you Poul Anderson
next month. And thanks fcr t? e 1906 Grove S tre e t
K ib b le s , Karen ’ — A l B erkeley  Iq., C a l i f .

3uTpjns.au


HIGHT SHIFT

The sky i s  b lue with co ld . b i t t e r ,

Torments the sh iv e rin g  p ines upon the mountain

s t e a ls  beneath  the c lo a k s  o f the estronone 

;ho walk in  s i le n c e  toward th e s t a r - l i t ,  s i lv e r

W ithin* the framework o f  the g ia n t te le s c o p e

Costs shadows l ik e  sone no ns iro n s  b e e t le  on the 

,;i th  n o ise  l ik e  d is ta n t  thunder r o l l in g  through 

•The roundsn ro o f  top p a r ts ,  and thr^u^n a narrow s lo t  

A b lunted  nuzzle th r u s ts  and aim s, to  ca tch  the g le a n  > 

Fron one fa r  g a la x y , the ta r g e t  fo r  to n ig h t . •.

I?hd now the r ig h t- lo n g  v i g i l  s t a r t s ,  as lo n e ly  ran  

'.'ho work in  darkness seek th e  l ig h t  fro n  d is ta n t  s t a r s .



^cont'd from page 7)
Alright, Barney Bernard, you keep your cotton pickin' puns off 
our guests'."

Ferdinand looked up through a haze of freckles as thick as 
motes in the porchlight to see a sprightly young colleen step in, 
who, to. his amazement, had been the o’-ner of the authoritative 
voice.

"Hi Bjo, Hi Jerry;" said Scratch. "Saved by the Belle!"
Tenderly they picked Barney up, and laid him in a corner, where 

he would be recovered in time for the poker game at the end of the 
meeting.

_  ■st- _

Here beginneth 
the profile proper of Barney Bernard

LASFAS1 most renowned punster was born on’a farm near Detroit, 
to ’which city the family moved by the time ne started school. But 
in spite of Barney's facility, there is probably little truth to 
the base rumor that his mother was frightened by a production lines 
.Zhile he was still in grammar school, the family moved to Portland, 
Oregon, then later to Los Angeles, where he attended Belmont High 
and City College (in that order).

After school, Barney worked at different things, including a 
gas station, a haberdashery (which probably accounts for his being 
a Democrat), and a CCC camp. The times being desperate and horizons 
alluring, he took to the sea like another famous Pole, Conrad, and 
wound up staying v-ith the Merchant marine for thirteen years. This 
took him through, the war years, including the invasion of France 
and the pleasure of a torpedo baptism off the oast coast of India 
in 1942.

Barpey1 principal work since has been as a machinist, tool- 
designer and draftsman, and be is working toward completion of 
credits for a Mechanical [Srigineering degree. During the late 20 1 s s 
he came to Science Fiction, which he has read abundantly since, tho 
he didn't fall into the LASFAS orbit until about 1951.

.His parliamentary and fiduciary sensibilities are also notable. 
At one time, Barney ’’as treasurer of no less than four, organizat­
ions: the American Astronautical Federation, the Pacific Rocket 
Society, the now-defunct Bay Players of Santa Monica, and LASFAS. 
His only fault in this direction is that he is- generous with his 
own time and efforts to a degree that would make a more mercenary 
temperament independent- Typical is a recent special certificate 
O.f appreciation from the Smithsonian A&trpphysical Observatory, 
for his participation in the ifoonwa.tbh and. IGY program.

In the course of talking toward this.profile, we asked Barney 
what was the most pride-provoking pun he had ever engendered. 
Modestly, he mentioned only one, of a click4-ridden individual who 
"was trite and. profound ’wanting". But there are many others seared 
into the collective unconscious of LASFAS. Under direct questioning, 
he has always managed to change the -subject, but we feci there is

J . • O  n



l i t t l e  re a so n  t o  d o u b t t h a t  B arney i s  a l s o  a u th o r  o f  one o f th e  
t r u e  a l l - t i m e  c l a s s i c s ,  a b o u t th e  o v e r- s e x e d  m e c h a n ic a l woman; 
w h ich , l i k e  4e  A ckerm an’s S c i - F i ,  i s  so w e l l  known t h a t  n a t u r a l l y  
I  don t  need  to  r e p e a t  i t  h e r e .

The m ass a t t a c k  o f  B a rn e y 's  p u n s , o f  c o u rs e ,  i s  such a s  to  t r y  > 
th e  tem p er o f  a n g e l s .  L ik e  P e r s ia n  a rro w s , th e y  d a rk e n  th e  s u n . 
O c c a s io n a l ly  one can s e n s e  an u n d e r to n e  o f  c r i t i c i s m ,  r a n g in g  from 
m u tte r in g s  t o  sc re a m s, a b o u t " s e l e c t i v i t y ” , w ith  a c o u n te r p o in t  o f  
d e a d ly  s i l e n c e ,  o r  an  u n d e r to n e  o f  moans l i k e  th e  c h o ru s  o f  th e  
Damned in  ORPHEUS. O r d in a r i ly  one s im p ly  o v e rlo o k s  such  o u t b u r s t s ,  
b e c a u se  th o s e  u n d e r  g r e a t  s t r a i n  a r e  n o t  th e m s e lv e s , and  i t  w ould 
a f t e r  a l l  be  b o th  u n f a i r  and  l a c k in g  in  human sym pathy  t o  blam e 
such u n f o r tu n a te s  f o r  words o r  p h a n ta s ie s  o f  v io le n c e  a t  such  a  
t im e .

But j u s t  to  p ro v e  t h a t  t h e  gods a r e  j u s t ,  t h e r e  i s  one i n c id e n t  
w hich c a n n o t go u n re c o rd e d .  B arney had j u s t  u n lo a d - ,  e r - ,  SOLD a r  
a n c i e n t  Mash to  Bjo W ells and  J a c k  J a r d in  f o r  a m o n e ta ry  p i t t a n c e .  
G azing  s a d ly  a t  th e  v e h ic le  w hich b ro u g h t back  so many fo n d  c h i l d ­
hood m em ories^ he a sk e d  Bjo w hat sh e  was g o in g  to  name i t .  
"Why Ogden’. Of c o u rs e  I ” sh e  e x c la im e d . And f o r  a lo n g , g o ld en  
moment, B arney  s to o d  t h e r e  w ith  a b la n k  lo o k  on h i s  f a c e .  
The gods MUST have been  human o n c e .

SIX HUIJDRED’ COPIES o f  th e  f r o n t  c o v e r  f o r  t h i s  i s s u e  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .

p e rs o n s  d e s i r i n g ,  an  u n m r k e d ,  u n s t a p le d ,  u n fo ld e d ,  en v e lo p ed  copy 
o f  t h i s  c o v e r  by Lou G o ld s to n e  m ust send 20$/ to

Al Lew is
2548 West 1 2 th  S t r e e t
Los A nge lo s 6 , C a l i f o r n i a ,

S u b s c r ib e r s  n ay  d e d u c t th e  c o s t  f r o n  t h e i r  s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  f i g u r in g  
-20$/ p e r  s i n g l e  copy , o r  6 / p l .  More th a n  s i x  c o p ie s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  

lo w e r r a t e .  Anyone se n d in g  i n  a  new o r  re n e w a l s u b s c r i p t io n  of
one d o l l a r  and r e q u e s t in g  a copy o f  th e  c o v e r  w i l l  g e t  i t  f r e e ,  
a s  a b o n u s .

J o in  th e  1 7 th  World SB C o n v e n tio n . 
Send $2 n en b e rsh ix ) fe e  to  J i n  
B ro d e r ic k ,  T r e a s u r e r ;

The DETEITTION
12011 K ilb o u rn e  S t r e e t  
D e t r o i t  13 , M ich ig an

Ask a b o u t E n s h - i l l u s t r a t e d  p la y ­
in g  c a r d s ,  w hich a re  s e l l i n g  f a s t .

THE IKCOMPIEAT BUDBEE

Second p r i n t i n g ,  ru n  from  o r i g ­
i n a l  s t e n c i l s .  ' 1 0 0 -p lu s  p ag es  
o f  witjv p a ro d y , s l a n d e r  ond 
v i t r i o l .  75$/, f r o n

Ron E l l i k  
127 B e n n e tt  Avenue 
Long Beach 3 , C a l i f o r n i a .  

W
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FRITZ LEIB1SR

FURREST ACKERMAN

BJO

THE 1959 WESTERCON will see the 
first presentation of THE GENIE, a 
four-hundred, foot, sixteen millimeter, 
color &> sound representation of a first 
amateur effort in stfantastical movies 
by unicorn productions.

up is a small informal-type group 
composed of LASFS members but connected 
in ]no other way with the club. It was 
thought better to keep the club and the 
film group separate from one another, 
due to the heavy financial investments 
in film and equipment, and in order to 
keep the /.movie-making on a volunteer 
basis, with a small, workable group which 
could be counted on for continued inter­
est. We highly recommend the Inumber 
seven to other potential movie-makers; 
the team has functioned admirably and 
with a minimum of internal friction.

The story concerns a genie who re­
turns to Earth after a thou*sand-year 
sleep, having decided on a whim to grant 
three wishes to • the first' -mortal he en­
counters. The human in question is ra- 
.ther doubtful of the whole bit, and de­
mands a demonstration or two; our philan­
thropic genik manifests a bunch of grapes, 
transforms them into a bottle, and for a 
clincher has the bottle become a dancing 
girl. The snapper at the end is varia­
tion on a parlor joke.

•• Script is by Bjo, re-written to stre 
strengthen motivation by Fritz Leiber. 
Dale Frey produced and directed it, with



genie
p ro duc tion

th e  genie

th e  lucky m orta l

the  dancing g i r l

John T rim ble ; E rn ie  W heatley; and Al 
Lewis as sound; l ig h t in g  and camera crew ; 
r e s p e c t iv e ly . Bjo designed  the  co stumes 
’and d id  the  artw ork on th e  t i t l e a t  
beg inn ing  and end.

For our nex t p ic tu re ;  however; we 
a re  en v is io n in g  a M artian  space opera; 
w ith  many ro le s  and even a sm all mob 
scene; fo r  t h a t  movie; Isevera l acnors 
w i l l  be needed; b e sid e s  a s l i g h t ly  l a r ­
g e r crew. Since a film  cannot be p ro ­
duced both e f f i c i e n t l y  and d em o cra tica lly ; 
we fo re see  some d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  wo rk in g  
w ith  a la rg e  number o f peop le . Watch 
t h i s  space.

For a l l  b u t T ale ; who has had a 
good d e a l o f experience  in  movie-making 
(and whose equipment we u sed ); t h i s  was 
th e  f i r s t  a ttem p t fo r  us a t  amateur 
hollyw ocding, Consequen+ly; ‘the  prem ier 
in  S e a t t le  w i l l  s u f fe r  from poor s p l ic in g ;  
which cannot be c o rre c te d  in  tim e fo r  
th e  Fourth  o f Ju ly  weekend. When the  
f ilm  l i s  shown a t  LASFS l a t e r  in  th e  o 
month; and a t  B e t ro i t  in  September; t h i s  
d i f f i c u l t y  w i l l  be overcome and th e  f i ­
n a l  .p o lish  w i l l  have been a p p lie d . We 
f e e l  the com pleted (bu t unpo lished) film  
to  be an e n te r ta in in g  example o f Los 
Angplan fa n -p ro je c ts  to  d isp la y  a t  the  
W estercon.

un ico rn  p ro d u c tio n s  i s  looking  f o r ­
ward to  showing t h i s ;  and o th e rs  o f  i t s  
e f f o r t s ;  a t  fu tu re  conventions and fa n ­
p a r t i e s .  We hope w e* ll be welcome.

--A1 Lewis.



Excerpts from A Disaster

Longview Daily News (Longview, Washington). Friday, 3Jul59> PS 3-

"... a car went out of control just south o f Coweeman Bridge and 
rolled over, injuring three persons.

The Patrol identified the driver as Albert J. Lewis, 26, of 
706 San Lorenzo St, Santa Monica, Calif.; he was the only one who 
did not require hospitalization.

He ’ told officers he fell asleep and went down the center 
median. The vehicle then struck a cement guard post and rolled over.

Passengers who required hospitalization were Betty Jo Wells, 
25, and Virginia Faine, 20, both of 25^8 West 12th St., Los Angeles, 
Calif., and Warren B. Carlson, 2^, of 121 Covina Street, Long Beach, 
California. ’

Attendants at St. John*s said the women suffered multiple 
bruises and abrasions and were still being x-rayed for possible 
injuries. Carlson was said to be 'resting comfortably,' but the . 
extent of his injuries was not revealed.

Officers said there was an estimated $1,500 damage to the 
car. The accident ocaured about an hour after the four-car crash."

<■?
Note:

This item ran below a four-car crash involving a soldier 
from Fort Lewis, Wn, and several unfortunate others. The 
accident prevented Al Lewis, Bjo, Djinn Faine, Brad Carlson> 
and Bill Ellern from attending the 1959 Westercon.

At this writing, Brad Carlson has been released from St. 
John*s and is resting in the nearby town of Kelso. Bjo and 
Djinn are hospitalized for convalescence and muscular therapy, 
respectively, and due to be released within the week. This 
issue of Shaggy is being completed by several of the CHI t 
gang during the Westercon; more information about the accident 
and . final circumstances of the principles can be obtained by 
writing to any of them at the above addresses.

— Ron Ellik, 
5 July 1959.



THE SQUIRREL CAGE

by Ron E llik
11 Lot ne introduce you to  Erad Carlson," I  said in to  open a i r ,  "he's pre­

pared fo r the end of the world." I  liked the way th a t  ro lled  off r.iy tongue, 
so I' said i t  again. Brad Carlson squirmed as i t  repeated.

"I'm  not prepared fo r the end of the world," ho said . "An aton bomb, 
maybe, or several of thou. A drought, or floods, or world-wide earthquakes. 
F la sh -f ire s -, perhaps, or invasions from outer space. Not the end of the world."

Warren Bradley Carlson, Long Beach fan , sleeps with a hand-made Randall 
knife w ithin  h is reach. A .115 automatic (with- f i f t y  rounds of ammunition nearby) 

.hangs on a peg over h is bod. Under i t  is  h is bookshelf-area; the section  near­
e s t to the head of the b ed .is  p a rtly  composed of sc ien ce -fic tio n , and p a rtly  con- 
posed of books on su rv ival and camping.

In h is c lo se t arc sleeping bags, tent-making equipment and Liao Wests. John 
Trimble was surprised ^hen I" to ld  him about the .iae Wests, and I suspect 1 d id- 

t^ re a l ly a so p ^ ^ u ^ n ^ ^ h ^ ^ lo s e ^ is  .ra the r f u l l  of such th ings, and ± night only

Brad i s ,  of course, a na tu ra lly  out-doorsy type person. Besides basic 
su rv ival gear he has swim-fins, masks and snorkels, as does any other youth 
reared w ithin the sound and smell of the su rf. His spare t in e  i s  spent in 
the d esert, in  C aliforn ia  and n irzooa, working out coanping and hiking tech­
niques sure to  be needed when/if.

His basic th e s is  is  th a t ,  when the bomb drops, he and a few others (pref­
erably very few) w ill  be l e f t  to  pick up the remnants of c iv i l iz a t io n . N atural 
se lec tion  w ill  immediately s t a r t  weeding out the u n f it, and soon he and even 
fewer others w i l l  be l e f t ,  leading a l i f e  of scavenging, p illag ing  and war 
against the elements. " I t  w il l  be dog-oat-dog,11 were h is  words. I  asked hin 
i f  he would team up w ith anyone and ho rep lied  in  the negative. I t  seems th a t 
individuals w il l  work b e tte r  alone when the chips are down. He would take a 
woman along, ho says, but he 'd  want a strong-headed s e lf -s u f f ic ie n t  so rt who 

•could stand on her own f e e t ;  "You couldn 't depend on the h y s te ric a l type in  
a t ig h t  spo t,"  he to ld  ne, ‘over a chocolate malt.

• Host of h is ta lk  seems to be of a post-bomb world; th is  is  because he 
envisions the bomb (whether i t  be clean or d ir ty , atom or hydrogbn) as the 
end of our c iv i l iz a t io n , and considers i t  l ik e ly  to  f a l l  w ithin th is  gener­
a tio n . he holds himself open to  world-wide earthquakes, drought, floods, 
f i r e ,  and invasion fro  outer space. But not the end of th - world, ho ins 
s i s t s .  Hu doubts the need of surv ival methods a f te r  such an occurence.

-oOo-

Sinco the l a s t  couple of issues of Shaggy have appeared with in s ta l l ­
ments of th is  column dealing with the NJF, .I've received any number of d i f ­
fe ren t types of Comment. Ncffers seen to  hope I'm kidding, and say th a t as 
long as I '. ,  kidding th e y 'l l  take i t  as a joke. Non-Neffers arc unanimously 
agreed th a t they don 't understand how I ever got in to  the club; they see me as 
a beacon of san ity  placed against the N3F, and fe e l  th a t now th e ir  beacon has 
been consumed by the advancing hordes.



R est a ssu re d , N3F, th a t  I  an k id d in g —I  am n o t out to  d e s tro y  you. But 
the se r io u s  in s  t  a l in e  n t  of t h i s  colu.in ( in  Shaggy b3) was n o t a l l  a joke ; I 
am out to  d isco v e r fo r  my own s a t i s f a c t io n  what i s  wrong w ith  the  c lu b , and to  
u p s e t , p e rh ap s, sone in e r t ia - lo a d e d  a p p le c a r ts  in  the f in d in g .

S e th  Johnson says the  N3F should be com endcd because i t  s t a r t s  a l o t  
of p r o je c ts ,  and th a t-e v e n  though th e se  p ro je c ts  nay not be com pleted, the  
e f f o r t  i s  b e t t e r  th a n  doing no th in g  a t  a l l .  But n e i th e r  commendations, 
nor the  u n fin ish e d  p ro je c ts  and th e  c o r.w n d a tio n s , a re  enough to  make N eff a 
w orthw hile c lu b .

People in  the N a tio n a l F an tasy  Fan F ed e ra tio n  w orry  too much. R ight now 
th e y  a re  a l l  shook up because a member (a lle g e d ly  deceased ju s t  a f t e r  the  
h a s s le  s t a r t e d )  accused o th e r members of w r i t in g  l e t t e r s  to  him which in s u l te d  
him on account he was an In d ia n . The D ire c to ra te  is  m anfu lly  (and w onanfu lly ) 
a ttem p tin g  to  g e t  a c ro ss  to  people th a t  ju s t  because th e  accu sa tio n s  were made, 
i t  doesn’t  mean anybody a c tu a l ly  wrote such l e t t e r s .  Yet d en u n c ia tio n s  of 
p re ju d ic ed  people a re  appearing  in  N3F members' fan z in es  and l e t t e r s  l ik e  
w i ld f i r e .

1 ‘
We don t  even know t h i s  chap i s  dead; we d o n 't  know th e  l e t t e r s  were 

w r i t t e n ;  we d o n 't  know what he d id  to  in s t ig a te  th e n . But N effe rs  have tak en  
o ff in  an a n t i - r a c e - p re ju d ic e  crusade l i k e ly  to  eribarass many of th en  in  a 
few weeks. The sen tim en t i s  g r e a t— i t ' s  t e r r i f i c .  I t ’s s o r t  of in e p tly  
a p p lie  d , howevc r .

The NjF should  s to p  w orrying so much. I t ' s  a c o n g e n ita l d i f f i c u l t y  w ith  
fa n -c lu b s , and i t  a f f e c t s  t h i s  one more th an  o th e rs .  I f  the  members ju s t  
w o u ld n 't tak e  fandom so damned s e r io u s ly ,  th e r e 'd  be no need fo r  r.ie to  answer 
pained l e t t e r s  re q u e s tin g  in fo rm ation  as  to  w hether or n o t I  co n sid e r N offers 
fan s  or f r in g e - f a n s ,  or w hether the  N3F should fo ld  or no t on a c c t  of i t s  
sq u ab b le s .

-oOo-
m  *
x he o th e r week, tU n o r  and F l  ^usby w rote  to  Djo and me, and asked us « 

to  Rthrov; sone n o te s  to g e th e r  fo r  an extemporaneous speech - to  be d e liv e re d  
to  a d is tin g u ish e d  assem blage a t  the  tw e lf th  Ue s te r e  on—w ith  me speaking on 
m erry 's  campaign, and u jo  speaking fo r  h e r s e l f ,  .lake i t  funny , th ey  sa id .*

t i t h  ^ jo .b u sh  in  Olancha f ig h t in g  o ff  g i l a  m onsters and fa k e - in ju n s , I  
s a t  down to  -write a l o t  of nonsense which would sound extem poraneous 
when d e l iv e re d . Only i t  d id n 't  come out nonsense.

- I  was w r it in g  an a r t i c l e  about IAPF* in  d ia logue  form , fo r  d jo  and me to  
r e c i t e  oyer the fo u r th  of Ju ly  weekend. H  was dead s e r io u s .

0 0  -^w rote a h a lf -p a g e , and to re  i t  up, and re -w ro te  i t .  I t  s t i l l  cane out 
s e r io u s .  1 w i l l  t a lk  to  -ojo on th e  way up to  ° e a t t l e ,  and w e 'l l  see i f  we 
c a n - t work out a v a u d e v il le  ro u t in e , w ith  p ie-th row ing  and p r a t f a l l s  and 
fake n o ses , and have the  audience ro a rin g  v /ith  la u g h te r .

^ u t t h e r e ’s one th in g  fo r  s u re . ’ I t ' l l  be extem poraenousi we h a v e n 't  a 
ty p e w rite r  we can take  w ith  us on th e  t r i p .

—r d e .
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by Eustace S. Plunkett

Being a. fanzine review column (you'd guessed?) instituted a couple 
of issues ago to let you fa.nods know that we'd got your zincs, to 
introduce new fans roading Shaggy to fanzines, o.nd to spread around 
the ogoboo everyone in fandom's constantly founding for. laid now 
to get to the fmz, loading off with-...

INNUENDO

off with

San Francisco 10
comment - Irregular.

Bjo cover rather obviously ro-stoncillod by
;9 presents some of the best Bay Eel son, .'.Tom \nd Fotslor

cartoons around. These arc scattered amongst such things as "inn a 
Hist", Terry's editorial, detailing much of the "Brandon’1 background, 
plus some- notes on the Carr's woding, and some nnnscnsico.1 ramblings 
about Bjo. Chapter 12- of Pon Bonnett' s• "Colonial Excursion", detail­
ing the SoLAGon, and just as interesting o.nd entertaining as the 
other chapters published so far hove boon. Bill Donoho’s ".■.dvcuturcs 
in Tandon" prove entertaining, and Bob Bloch's ".‘.Letter to Carl 
Brandon" night have boon more than just good if it had been printed 
about six months earlier when he wrote it. Harry Harner's ".til Our 
Yesterdays" and the letter column wind up this IPH, which suffers

OOPSLAs ,1'26-27 - Grogg Calkins, 1484 E. 17th South, Salt Lake City 5, 
Utah - 15/, 2/25/, 4/50/, 8/;l - Hore or loss Bi­
monthly .

But being irregular isn't a.ll of IHr's trouble, as Grogg proves with 
.these two long-awaited issues of OOPS. Bcx-rotnrlcd in blue on pas- 
tol-shadcd colored paper, OOPS is up to the usual high Calkins stand- 
a.rds repro-wise, and the contents measure up oquc.lly favorably. Two 
♦chapters of Colonial Excursion (did Shaggy brea.k the ice'’) appear, 
and Har?.~y Barner contributes two installments of what is probably 
fandom's most unusual and best fmz review column. Bob Tucker, John 
Berry, Doan Grannell, and ■ /bait Willis all prove to bo their usual 
entertaining best, a.nd with a line-up like that, who needs more? ’Jo 
do, and await the next OOPSLA with high hopes.
YANDRO ;"76 - Rg-J Coulson, Rt.^, Wabash, Ind. - 15/, 12/41.50, trade.- 

Monthly.
Yandro Literacy Supplimont, "Creatures and Stuff" makes up and en­

livens this issue of YAHDRO, and while it could probably have been 
presented more forcefully or clearly in’ some ways, if cffoctivcly 
disposes of monster mags, fanwise (while they continue to make a, 
mint). The editorials, Geo. Schithors' reply to Stonfors' serious 
article of a couple of issues ago, and a. longish lettered round out 
this issue, and prove that the standa.rds for an average issue of 
YAUDRO arc climbing with each issue.

qozq.fi
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So ado:?. s t i l l

a v o id  h a v in g  to  c h a rg e  f re q u e n c y . 
L e a d in g  o f f  width a g re a  
Rund Opr?. c o v e r , 4120 d 
th ro u g h  B u s 's  fu n  w ith  
i n to  S tR ic ld  r lo w cd  Und 
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JD-ARGASSYs ^ -5 -4 6  - Lynn h i c k m - ,  304 7 . 1 1 th , I t .  V ernon , I l l .  - 
1 0 / ,  20 1 tw ic e  a y e a r ,  I R / ' l  -  M on th ly .

A side  froxa th e  . /a m o r , B jo , und ..d h in s  a r tw o m , and 'th e  C ro n n o il  and 
G o o s e - r e p r in t  c a r to o n s ,  b o th  th e s e  i s s u e s  a r e  f i l l e d  w ith  l e t t e r s ,  
and h av^  a p o o a red  w i t ’.: a week o r  so o f  one a n o th e r .  JD-As a c c e n t  i s  
no ro  h e a v i ly  Y id -w o s to rn  th a n  RA7AC' s i s  ’J o s t  C o a s t, b u t  L o r e 's  a 
h i - p o t e n t i . a l  s in e  w hich  co’ I d  t a r o  th e  f o c a l  s l o t  s h o u ld  s o n o th in g  
h appen  to  7 .

717ACs #39 -40  -  T erry  C a r j  0 Ron B i l i k ,  70 L in o r tv  S t . 4 5 , 3 .7 .1 0 ,  
C a l i f .  -  4 / 2 b / ,  9 / 5 0 / ,  tro .d o , l e t t e r  o:I i n t e r e s t . -  
D i-w e o k l t , i t  s a y s .

‘d l th  o. ®.p an a p o lo g e t i c a ly  n i s s o d  i s s u e  w ould have f i l l e d  l i c o ly ,  
YuTAC c o n t in u e s  fror? C a r r 's  a d m a s s ,  w' i l e  b e in g  r u n - o f f ,  a s s o n b le d ,  

e t c .  by Ron R l l i l :  i n  S o u th e rn  C a l i f .  I f  n ro v io u s  e m o r ie n c e  i s  any 
g u id e ,  7A7AC i s  due f u r t h e r  i r r e g u l a r i t y  w’~ i le  Ron i s  a’vay du ring - 
p a r t s  o f  th e  s u m e r .  Too b a d , r e a l l y ,  a s  t h i s  i s  a b o u t a l l  t h a t  can  
h u r t  i^ f e o m 's  to p  news and c h a t t e r  o rg a n .

1S I-K I1  43 - Bob L ich tna-n  c: xlrv U n d e rran , 6137 S. C ro f t  A v e ., L .k .
56, C a l i f .  -  15.-4 4 / 5 0 / ,  t r a d e s ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  l e t t e r s .
I r r o g u l a r l y  q u a r t e r l y .

In  t h i s ,  th e  t h i r d  i s s u e  o f  o. q u ic k ly  im prov ing  f m ,  j-lv  C au g h ran ’ s 
" S e c r e t  L i f e  o f  '. / a l t e r  h e o fa n " ,.  Tohn B e r m 's  " TEc C ru e l S e a " , and a[Ll



the other funny and entertaining contents run a poor last place in 
comparison to Bjo's cartoon-strip ’’Super Squirrel” . This is pure 
slap-stick (almost), and the funniest thins to hit fandom in many 
a year. Thore aren't adjectives enough to do it justice. Even fans 
who hate squirrel jokes are going to love this, but in all fairnoss 
to the other contributors, "S-S" should have been run alone. Vhich 
isn’t such a bad idea....

APORRH/TA £11 - "inchmery Fandom", 236 Queens Road, "Tow Cross, London 
SE 14, England - 20^, 6/<l, 12/02 - 52-pagely.

Sandy's again decided upon a ^ormat change for AP/, and either he’s 
damned persuasive, or inchmory can do no wrong (take your choice),
because this sounds as good as the -all-Diary idea two issues back, 
irll operates under a Fan Diary and semi-layod-out format, with the 
editorial, Zion Bonnett's "Cloudburst", Joy Clarke's "The Li'l Pitcher", 
Penelope Fandorgasto1 s /The Old Kill Stream" appearing on their own, 
and the letters, etc. being encompassed in the Diary. And it all hangs 
tdgetiler as one’ expects of Id?/.

• VOID £17 - Tod Vai to & Grog Benford, 2708 H. Charles St., Baltimore 
18, I’d. - 254, trade, contribution, or comment - monthly.

"Fandom’s Focal Point" still lucks something as it moves into issue 
number 17* Kaybe lots of hard work and skill won’t make up for lack 
of brilliance after all? "Criteria for Critics”, by "Franklin Ford", 
"ill, Ill," Ill", ’by Richard Virgate, and Ted’s "The Vailing Vail" (in 
which he's most kind to Shaggy), help the editorials and letters 
toward making this an average or so VOID. And, for VOID, that’s not 
too bad.

DISJECTA IE1IBRA £4 - Tod Pauls, 1448 Keridcno Dr., Baltimore 12, 
Hd. - Free for comment - Irregular.

Really rolling with issue number four, D-il has shaped up into a top 
lettorzino. The fact that there seem to be few (or none) lottorzinos 
around fandom has nothing to do with it, as we’re pretty sure this one 
♦would bo number one oven with competition. Tightening up the lay­
out and repro, and working out a regular schedule would help out, but 
this is a going zinc as it stands.

AERA v2n4 — G II Scithcrs i Liz Vilson, Box 683, Stanford, Calif. - 
204, 10/Q2. Irregular (quarterly?).

Tliis issue is largely devoted to Conanania, and with the’ advent of 
Jim Cawthorno’s illos, puts itself across ver” well, indeed. As a 
matter of fact, AilRA has an air of competency without dullness, and 
of seriousness without losing it's sense of’humor which all goes to 
make it something to look forward to, between issues.

PLQY #14 - R o n - B m u t t ,  ? Southway, Arthurs Ave., Harrogate, Yorks., 
England 25/, 5/^1 - Irregular (sigh).

The Bpb.Tucker Appreciation Issue, and a very good one it is, too. 
Bob Bloch’s "Unsolicited Testimonial", reprinted from Oops la lit be­
gins things on-a pleasant, -serious note, but along comes Tucker 
himself and PLOY rolls on in the usual ploysing fashion (Hello, Ron 
Bennett). Ron publishes part seven of his Colonial Excursion, 
setting forth his "Personal Encounter" with the Bard of Bloomington 
on the way to the SoLACon. actually, about the only thing one could



wish fo r  re PLOY is  that i t  would appear more often .

THE NATIONAL FANTASY FAN vl8n2 - Ralph Holland, 2^20 l t̂h S t., Cuya­
hoga FaJls, -Ohio - Bi-monthly?

Ralph Holland takes over from a ilin g  Ray Higgs, and. this issue, 
with almost 100^ improvement in repro, layout, e tc ., e ith er  speaks 
wonders fo r  Holland, or indicts Higgs. F il le d  with the usual re ­
ports and such having to do with the N3F, the zine s t i l l  shows 
signs that some of the N3F is  awakening to fandom. E l l ik 's  influence?

FANVIEWS #2-3 - Johnny Bowles u Butdi Manka, 802 S. 33rd S t;, Louis- 
, v i l l e  11, Kentucky - L/2$/, trade, comment. - Bi-weekly, 

r Accented'toward the NFFFy the news reporting continues to be inacc­
urate and o f l i t t l e  .import,-but the reviews stand up rather well 
(maybe in comparison?). This e f fo r t  can s t i l l  use a great deal o f 
improvement, both in content and attitude.

Vilhich p retty  w e ll closes up shop fo r  th is is.sue. Also in  'the 
stack are such things as SMORGASBORD, from Poul Anderson, an ex- 

’ c e llen t specia l in teres t sort o f one-shot (.?); SIRIUS, FANTASI, and .. 
something else from Roar Ringdahl, but wc don 't read Swedish. So, 
' t i l l  Shaggy "

• * •
--esp.

# # #

THOTS ON PILING  FIRE ENGINES .................................................... by Ted Pauls

Of la te  fans have been ta lk ing and w riting  o f Other Fandoms.
Vernon L. McCain started i t  a l l  with his a r t ic le ,  reprinted in VOID 
lli., discussing record -co llec tin g  fandom. Since then, thpts of 
dozens o f fandoms have f i l l e d  fanzines and correspondence a lik e .
No doubt there are many un-thought-of fandoms ex is tin g  somewhere in  
the mundane limbo. I would lik e  to g ive space to the one o f these ■ 
I fe e l  most qu a lified  to discuss. You may have already perceived 
that i t  is  the hobby known sneeringly as "chasing f i r e  engines", or 
- -  with more contempt --  " fire -b u gs ” .

There are some amazing p a ra le lls  with our fandom - -  the term " f i r e ­
bug” , fo r  instance, is  a deliberate s lu rring o f " f i r e -b u f f " ;  but 
then, the word fugghead is n 't  exactly a correct term.

F ire-bu ff fandom has- fanzines: one o f these, a loca l paper known 
as GENERAL AL ARM, is  more or less a club-zine (l ik e  Shaggy!), the 
club being the 1|1U Assn. The main, d ifference is that these club 
members own and operate a Coffee Wagon to give refreshments --  and 
medical aid --  to f ir e - f ig h te r s  on duty.

F ire-bu ff fandom has its  cons, ,1 am sure, and its  co llec to rs , 
i t s  fr in ge -fen , i t s  old guard, and yes, its  fuggheads. A l l  in  a l l ,  
i t  is  amazing that th is fandom has gone unnoticed by our fandom
a l l  these years.



EDITORIAL (cont'd from page 5)
full weekend to finish it up. Have you over scon about 
72 cubic feet of Jie rd Talcs all in one pile?

'jell, anyhow, one of the things wo cane across, underneath 
the VOM’s and the FEM’s --did. I mention that they were going 
•through the ,/eird Tales to make up the best 5 complete runs?-- 
r package of^OO unused fanzine covers. Like wow. Forry has 
the original on his wall. Has had it for years. In fret, as 
tho story goes, this was to be the cover for Kerry’s memoirs. 
Or at least that ma.kcs a good story, and who has ever known 
Daugherty to exaggerate?

Nov/ if this seems slightly incoherent it is because the 
hour is late and the editorial is being written last as usual. 
It is now midnight and I had three hours sleep last nightt. I 
am afraid that this is three hours more than I will toot tonigh . 
There is a whole crow of us sitting around heremputting things 
on stencil. Larry Gurney is stencilling his profile. Ron Ellik 
is busy composing "Squirrel Cage." -unedited- Bill Ellcrn is 
redoing jack Harness' lettering. Steve Tolliver and Ellie 
Turner.have just come in from a Up„ cartoon festival, Rotslcr 
has jugt left and Ernie Ghentley who has been cranking the 
Qestetner all night has just gone home with bale Frey who 
dropped the Genje'filn by along with the multilith stills. Bjo 
and Djinn ere on the way down from Olancha. in a. loaded station 
wagon and just as soon’as we get SHAGGY done and they arrive, 
we’ll all be heading for the ./estercon. ..'ell, two earloads of 
us, anyhow. But not I.lex Kirs. He is having too much fun 
pointing out all my typographical errors.

Now if this issuensecns just a. bit more confused than 
usual it is because it is. About two wenks ago Djinn got a. 
phone call that her mother wavs seriously ill and she had better- 
got up to Glanch immediately. Bjo accompanied. her and in due 
time most of L^SFS, in bits a.nd installments was up there too. 
I went up for a, weekend and stayed a week. Now when the Editoi’ 
and his Artist are in one spot and the Assistant Editor nd all 
the material that is supposed to be eidited and illustrated is 
200 miles away, difficulties arise. fhich is why there is no 
Bradbury in this issue. I have the MSB, but there was no 
opportunity to get it on stencil. Apologies.

Of course it must be admitted that part of the trouble is 
that the Olanch segment of the SH.-GCY staff was not prying 
overmuch, attention to pitting a STLxGGY out. For instance...

,7e were sitting in the Mt. Ahitney cafe in Lone pine ore 
evening, when a large portly gentleman started making intersted 
comments in Bjo’s direction. He was in the process of being 
mauled over and crawled over by a pair of happy kids. "G’wan 
back to your parents, " he said, "your crabbing my act."

(continued on page 45)
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the air he walked on...

BY
CHARLES NUETZEL

* When you f i r s t  saw E E v e r e t t  Evans yo u  h a d  the 
im p r e s s io n  t h d t  he was an o ld  man. d t a l l ,  t h i n ,  w h ite  h a ir e d  man. T h is  
im p r e s s io n  l a s t e d  o n ly  lo n g  enough f o r  you  to w a tch  t h i s  man h o p p in g  
from  one group to a n o th e r  w ith , h is  re a d y  sm ilo  and e a g e r  r e a d in e s s  to  
jump in t o  any p r o j e c t  o r  e v e n t  w h ich  m ig h t be th ro w n  h i s  w ay. T h is  
ap p earan ce o f  o ld  age was f u r t h e r  s h a t t e r e d  when y o u  b e g a n  to  know 
th e  man p e r s o n a l l y .  And th e  am azin g t h in g  i s  t h a t  he was an o ld  man, 
a v e r y  s i c k  man f o r  many y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e .  For o v e r  tw e n ty  y e a r s  he 
h ad  been  l i v i n g  on th e  edge o f  d e a th  from  a h e a r t  a i lm e n t .

I  remember him  t e l l i n g  me a b o u t i t ;  ” 1  was t o ld  I w o u ld n 't  h a ve  s i x  
m onths t o  l i v e . i f  1  c o n tin u e d  to  sm oke, o r  do o t h e r  s tr e n u o u s  t h i n g s .*  
I  s a id  i f  I ' c o u l d n ' t  do them  I  m igh t as w e l l  be d e a d . And so  c o n tin u e d  
to  l i v e  a s  I  a lw a y s  h a d . 1' Those w e r e n 't  th e  e x a c t  w o rd s, b u t th e  con ­
t e x t  o f  t h e i r  m eaning i s  i n t a c t .

And. he c o n tin u e d  t o  l i v e  an a c t i v e  l i f e  u n t i l  a b o u t tw o y e a r s  b e fo r e  
h is  d e ^ th , -When he had a r e la p s e  cf h i s  h e a r t  c o n d it io n  w h ich  had n o t 
o n ly  • s lo w e d  h im . down, b u t a lm o st s to p p e d  him . He w® s i x t y - t h r e e  a t  
th e  tim e and had o n ly  r e c e n t l y  s e e n  h i s  3 n o v e ls  p u b lis h e d .

He c o n tin u e d  to  w r i t e  s lo w ly ,  b u t  was f o r c e d  in t o  ai e a r l y  r e t i r e ­
m ent from  h i s  work a t  a m a il- o r d e r  com pany. I  v i s i t e d  him  many tim e s 
d u r in g  t h i s  t im e , and saw a man who c h e a te d  d e a th , s lo w ly  r i s i n g  u p, 
g r a b b in g  h o ld  o f  l i f e  and a lm o s t  r e t u r n in g  to  n o rm a l. He n e v e r  r e tu r n e d  
to  h i s  o r i g i n a l  a c t i v e  s e l f  o f  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  b u t he h a d n 't  been  s to p p e d  

= and he was damned i f  h e w ould be now.

.A t  h i s  d e a th  on Dec 2 , 19^8, two days a f t e r  h is  6 £ th  b i r t h d a y ,  he 
. was s t i l l  w o rk in g  on h i s  l a s t  n o v e l ,  one w h ich  I  b e l i e v e  was h i s  b e s t ,  

The Q n d e lin q u e n ts . I t  was a lm o st f i n i s h e d .  Ho was t a l k i n g  abou t com p l­
e t i n g  th e  l a s t  d r a f t  a f t e r  he had b e e n  r e le a s e d  from  th e  W adsworth V e t­
e ra n s  H o s p it a l .  T h is  n e v e r  h ap p en ed . I o n ly  hoped t h a t  Thelm a (T D Hamit) 
h is  w i f e  and c o l l a b o r a t o r ,  w i l l  f i n i s h  th at " l a s t  d r a f t " .

Here was a man who r e g a r d le s s  cf w hat p ro b le m s, s u f f e r i n g s ,  o r  s o -  
c a l l e d  " o ld - a g e "  k e p t  a young and y o u t h f u l  s p i r i t .  S i x t y - f i v e  is n o t 
an o ld  a g e , b u t th is  man m ig h t h a ve  b een  t e n  y e a r s  o ld e r  from  h i s  app­
e a r a n c e ,  from  h i s  a c t i o n s ,  h o w ev e r, he m igh t h ave b een  ju d g e d  o n ly  
t w e n ty . He was n o t so  " b la s e "  t h a t  he w ould n ot ad m it t h a t  so m e th in g  
e x c i t e d ,  t h r i l l e d  him , or made him "w a lk  on a i r " .  In  an a r t i c l e  he 
w ro te  f c r  a f a n z in e  I p u b lis h e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago he t e l l s  o f  how he 
r e c i e v e d  word o f  th e  s a le  o f  h is  f i r s t  n o v e l .



’’C h ris tm a s  Eve o f  19^1 I  r e c ie v e d  a te le g r a m . B e fo re  open in g  i t  
m ind, ’’I t s  from  someone i n  th e  f a m ilyth e  th o u g h t f l a s h e d  th ro u g h  my 

w ish in g  me a M erry C h r is tm a s ” , 
when I  opened  i t  vend r e a d :

Im agine my s u r p r i s e and d e l i g h t  th e n
J

11 I f  we a g re e  pn te rm s w i l l p u b l i s h  Fan o f  Many Kinds
Mcriy C h ris tm a s  L lo y d ”

"What a w o n d e rfu l C h ris tm a s  p r e s e n t !  You can  be s u re  I  was 'w alk ing
on a i r  f o r  d a y s . . .  and  s t i l l  am. I t  i s  s t i l l  a t h r i l l  f o r  a
b e g in n in g  w ri t e r  to- have  a  book a c c e p te d .  NpTpa t t e r 'h o w  many more I  
may h av e  p u b l is h e d  i n  th e  f u t u r e ,  p o n e  o f  thorn w i l l  e v e r  q u i te  e q u a l  
th e  t h r i l l  o f  t h a t  f | r s t  one ; j u s t . ^ s  nona o f  th e  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  I  have 
had  p u b l is h e d  w i l l  q ^ i t e  e q u a l  th e  t h r i l l -  o f . my f i r s t  a c c e p ta n c e  and 
ap p ea ra n c e  i i  a m ag a z in e . One c an  o u tw a rd ly  a c t  as b la s e  as he p le a s e s  
th e r e  i s  a s e c r e t  t h r i l l  to  su ch  a t h in g ,  no m a t te r  who o n e . i s ; ”

\nd  t h a t  " s e c r e t  t h r i l l ” was b e h in d  ev e ry  a c t!  on t h a t  he d id .  He 
was a man who t h r i l l e d  i n  h e lp in g  o t h e r s ,  and in  s e e in g  th o s e  he 
h e lp e d  grow b e c a u se  o f  i t .  He e n jo y e d  g iv in g  o f  h im s e l f  and h i s  t im e . 
„.nd t h i s  he d id .  find above a l l  he e n jo y e d  w r i t i n g .  T h is  was th e  " a i r  
he  w alked  on” .

I  r e c ie v e d  a phone c a l l  from  Thelm a Evons on Dec 2 o f  l& s t y e a r .  
"Ev d ie d  a b o u t 7 :3 0  t o n i g h t ” , she s a i d .

EDITORIAL ( c o n t ’ d from  p-'ge 43)

He tu rn e d  o u t to  be  11 G reenw ay, makeup man f o r  Clumbi-a p i c t u r e s  
and i n v i t e d  us p u t th e  n e x t  day  to  w atch  th e  f i lm in g  o f  a R andolph  
S c o t t  w e s te rn  o u t i n  th e  ^ labam a H i l l s .  How f o r  th o s e  o f  you who 
a r e  n o t f a m i l i a r  w ith  C j,li fo rn ix  g e o g ra p h y , th e  hlobamr. H i l l s  i s  a 
w o rn -o u t ran g e  o f  low  h i l l s  j u s t  t o  th e  e c s t  o f  th e  S ie r r a  H e v a 'a .  
They a re  m o s tly  b o n es  o f  a n c ie n t  h i l l s ,  g r e a t  wo th e r e d  and tum b led  
r p e k - f o m s ,  huge b o u ld e r s ,  w here a b o u t 60^ o f a l l  w e s te rn  m ov ies 
a r e  s h o t .

5 B jo  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  was f a s c i n a t e d  by th e  a c t i v i t y  and d u r in g  th e  
c o u rs e  o f  th e  n e x t two d ay s  managed to  c o rn e r  n e a r ly  everyone  in  
s i g h t  f o r  a f i r s t  hand  e x p la n a t io n  o f  t h e i r  jo b s .  ’ I h c r o  was th e  nan  
who p u t s  b lo o d  on a l l  th e  wounds ( i t ' s  r e a l  c h ic k e n  b lo o d  ) a n ? th e  
woman who k eep s  t r a c k  o f  how d i r t y  th e  h e r o i n e ’ s d r e s s  i s  from  sh o t 
to  s h o t ,  and th e  f e l lo w  who s h o o ts  th e  d u s t  p r r t i c l e s  t h a t  k ic k  up 
e v e ry tim e  th e  v a i l l e i  n s h o o t s ,  m l  th e  s tu n t  man wh^ g o t d rag g ed  f o r  
r e a l  when th e  ro p e  fo u le d  t h a t  sh o u ld  have r e l e a s e "  him  from  the 
h o r s e ,  .aid th e n  o f  c o u rse  t h e r  i s  th e  t r u c k  d r i v e r  who h a s  a ( 75 ,000  
home i n  pasa.dcna b u t l i k e s  to  d r iv e  t r u c k s . . .

.hid to  to p  i t  o f f  th e r e  va s th e  r u s h  elate w hich ended (began! ) 
w ith  b o th  g i r l s  g e t t i n g  p r o p o s i t io n e d  and e n te d  w ith  Bjo being- 
p ro p o se d  t o .

Out o f  sp a ce !  Thank God!
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T h is  i s  th e  p r e f a c e  to  The 'B la n et M appers. I t  was n e v e r  p u b lish e d ., 
I t  i-s h e r e in  p r e s e n te d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e . In  i t ,  Evans s t a t e s  h i s  
p h ilo s o p h y  o f s c ie n c e  f i c t i  on. The m a t e r ia l  in  i t  i s  f a m i l i a r  to  most 
s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  r e a d e r s ,  b u t th e  r e a d e r  i s  rem inded t h a t  t h i s  p r e fa c e  
was in te n d e d  n o t  for- th e  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  a f f i c l a n a d o ,  b u t f o r  th e  gen ­
e r a l - p u b l i c .  I t  i s ,  how-, ver-, m a t e r i a l  t h a t  b e a rs  r e p l e t i o n  e v e r y  so 
o f t e n ---- ed .

P R E F A C E

, T here a s  many d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  th e  terra  " s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n "  as th e r e  
a re  p e o p le  who r e a d  i t  and lo v e  i t .  I t  has b e e n  th e  s u b je c t  fo r  innum­
e r a b le  a r t i c l e s  in  am ateur m a g a zin e s  d e v o te d  to  t h i s  g e n r e , in  in t r o d ­
u c t io n s  to  c o u n t le s s  a n t h o lo g ie s  o f s c ie n a e  f i c t i o n  s tc r  i c s ,  and even  
i n  th e s e  s u b m itte d  in  v a r io u s  c o l l e g e s  and u n iver s i e i c s  f o r  d e g r e e s  in  
1 i t e r a t u r e .

4

I t  i s  n o t our p u rp o se  h e r e  to  a tte m p t to  g iv e  su ch  a  d e f i n i t i o n .  
B u t, to  u s ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  " f a n s "  have a lw a y s  seem ed to  
p o s s e s s  one common d e n o m in a to r . They a l l ,  so f a r  as ca n  be le a r n e d    
and th e  w r i t e r  h as met and known h u n d red s - -  h ave a trem endous im ag­
i n a t i o n .  ".nd th e  r e a s o n  t h e y  l i k e 1 s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  i s  t h a t  it n o t o n ly  
g iv e s  t h e i r  im agin e - f u l l  p l a y  - -  i t  a l s o  " s t r e t c h e s "  i t ;  and g i v e s  i t  
scope, and m a g n itu d e .

T here a re  many k in d s  o f  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  s t o r i e s .  In  th e  e a r l y  d ays 
o f  th e  f i r s t  m agazin es d e v o te d  e n t i r e l y  to  t h i s  ty p e  o f  f i c t i o n ,  th e  
b a s i c  id e a  -was to  show new in v e n t io n s  f a s  " in v e n te d "  in  th e  f e r t i l e  
m inds o f  th e  a u th o r s ,  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e s  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s ) .  The g r e a t e r  
and more d a r in g  and m a rv e lo u s  th e  in v e n t io n s ,  th e  b e t t e r  th e  s t o r y  was 
th o u g h t t o  b e .  There w as, in  t h i s  s o - c a l l e d  " g a d g e t  e r a " ,  no s p e c i a l  
th o u g h t o f  m akin g any g r e a t  e f f o r t  to  show how th o s e  trem endous anti 
fa r -U e  a c h in g  in v e n t io n s  w ould e f f e c t  p e o p le  as a w h o le  - -  m a r e ly , as 
a. r u l e ,  th o s e  two o r  th r e e  p e rs o n s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  s t o r y i  p r o p a r .  There 
w ere a few  n o t a b le  excep t io n s ,  o f  c o u r s e , b u t n ot many. And th e  more 
f a n t a s t i c  —  y e t  lo g ic a l - s o u n d in g  - -  th e  c o n c e p t ,  th e  b e t t e r  th e  s t o r y  
was c o n s id e r e d  to  be by i t s  r e a d e r s .  The l a t e s t  ideas and " s u p p o s e s "  
cf s c ie n c e  were fe d  th e  r e a d e r s  in  t h i s  s e m i- f  i c t i  p n a l form .

Then came th e  p e r io d  when th e  w r i t e r s ,  l e d  b y  c e r t a i n  f a r - s e e i n g  
e d i t o r s ,  b e g a n  t a k in g  f o r  g r a n t e d t h a t  such  in v e n t io n s  as sp a ce  
t r a v e l ,  t im e  t r a v e l ,  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  w ere a lr e a d y  i n  e f f e c t ,  and show ing 
how th o s e  trem endous s c i e n t i f  a d va n ce s ch an ged  the l i v e s  o f  people  
In  g e n e r a l ,  as p e r s o n i f i e d  b y  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  in  t h e i r  s t o r i e s .  S c ie n c e  
F i c t i o n  b e g a n  to  be as much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  e f f e c t  as i n  th e  cans e .  
I t  was no lo n g e r  n e c e s s a r y  to  go in t o  lo n g ’ a h d verb o sd  d e t a i l  o f  e a c h  
s t e p  o f  how a  s p a c e s h ip  was c o n s tr u c t e d  and o p e r a te d  - -  now th ey  b e ­
gan ex a m in in g  t h e - e f f e c t  o f  sp a c e  t r a v e l  on th e  p e o p le  who ro d e  th e  
s h ip s ,  as w e l l  as people, i n  g e n e r a l .  Thistn  rc e p t  i s  s t i l l  l a r g e l y  
i n  v o g u e .
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with. science rap id ly catching up with — and in  many cases sur­
passing -- the "w ild 15 ideas ofscience f ic t io n  authors, something 
e lse wasnecded. Therefore, ..writers in the genre began try ing to 
imagine and p ro ject the psychological, economic, cu Itu ra l and 
other trends in  human behavior in  a world-- or a universe — 
in which such things as space and/or time trave l would be common­
place. (Or any other fu tu r is t ic  invention that might be under 
consideration m  a particu lar story . Robots, or androids, for 
instance.)

Writers became more in terested in  extrapolations o f past events 
and cu ltural growths and sudden changes, into possiblefuture worlds. 
They traced back through h istory various events that had made great 
and far-reaching changes in  human relationships, and projected such 
tyres o f changes into the futurewhen other just-as-great and strik ing 
discoveries and inventions should be made.

, Those who have delved much into the past know what stupendous upheavals in  the methoe. o f liv in g  --  ano. mannersand customsand 
morals, perhaps — were occasioned by such then-tremendous advances 
as the taming of f i r e ,  the domestic^, ing o f w ild animals and. the 
growing o f harvests where desired, the invention o f the whell, theform-, 
ation o f the alphabet and w ritin g , the invention o fprin ting grom 
movable type, and any other o f the countless thousands o f great 
inventions or d iscoveries which one might mention.

What, then, would happen in a world i f  someone invents a safe, 
easily-operated and economically cheap method o f obtaining the almost 
unlimited power of atomic fis s io n  -- net for "bombs.," but fo r  power, 
fo r  peace? What far-reaching e ffe c ts  w i l l  ocuur to mankind as a 
whole when a sw ift and econom icaliy-feasible method is discovered, or 
invented, o f reaching the other, distant stars? What upsets and d is­
locations o f our economy w il l  be known when someone invents a cheap, 
safe and w ell-n igh  indestructib le automaton -- a robot or android 
in  human or semi-human form, that can be trained to do housework 
or factory work more., quickly --  and much more cheaply and better — 
than can a human being? *

One other instance. Historians w e ll know what happened when 
colon ists began coming from the Old World to the New — and from 
the Eastern coast o f America across the plains and mountains to 
open up the West. Extrapolate th a t 'to  the day when colon ists w i l l  be 
going out into space to open up new worlds.

This_ story, then, deals with one simple instance that w i l l  be 
a commonplace in  that near- future day when spacetravel to other worlds 
outside our own solarsysten shall come into being, Ith as its  roots 
in  the past. know i t  w i l l  happen, because ’i t  has happened. I t  
is a concomitant o f pioneering, of exploration and discovery and the 
colon isation  that in ev itab ly  fo llow s. As surely as i t  was shortly 
l i f t e r  "Columbus discovered America, so surely w i l l  i t  bd a fte r  some 
future Columbus biases the t r a i l  to the planets o f the stag's.

I t  is  presented in  that l ig h t ,  fo r  your enjoyment. But more 
than that, i t  can and w i l l  happen . someday . . .  soon. 

«
E. Everett Evans _/l.
nos Angeles 
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