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FirstJ;ﬂﬂrﬁgjpﬁalgre,pgfq§“qq¢h_§ign;§anqe_ip'fandom as elsewhere;, I suppose;and
1 hope fikm xququgjagidq;maFeSjtnd!ﬂHrﬁééi'h'tnﬂﬁiliﬂﬁﬁﬁziﬁlﬁh;HThisaboipg“my'__ -4
first atematiet! (1) cutdng stencils (25 getingi miterial’ (3§-!ddﬁ,i,t:mg=-§‘1:. thilsithas
‘robably turnediout icrety| dismaly, rowever, I can't say that I’ve regreted it. My
srateful tinanks are ¢xténdéd to Jimmy Yepner, Andy Anderson, ilve Rogers, et catre
(ych, 1 know-it should be'cectera Jof the LasFS for tncir moral help. Thets right-
moral nclp. “ith tae excoption of Lanuv wnd Forroy, thets nll I got from.them, I
caked thom cbout six times apicco for an article; thev wure ¢ll roing to think
ehout it. For 1l I know, thuy'ro still thinlimg-I've never scen the crticles.

s I have
nsard sonvwherc recently tast tais mag is the offici 1 orcun of the LASFS, ~nd rs
such, should ruport verious cnd sundry things tuet are poing or around horc. "'oll,
sutls down, childron, und prepere to ruecive the dirt,

It is r lons stending tradit-
ion nere at shogeyle tnet ¢t no time shell the clubroom be seen in any other con-
dition thtien filtuy. For a long, long time now, tiere has reposed in tnis hallowed
(two 1l's that tice; its a snecial word)room a revered layer of neterogenous meter-
ial several incnes deep. Tne venetian blinds look like an sfternoon in Fitsburg,
and it is considered disgraceful if tie tables ever have less tnan three feet of
asorted crud piled on tnem- everything from becr botlus to chestnut trec antholo-
gics. dow, tais nas rrevailed sé long tnet tiho older fans heve become inured to
its prus.nce-in facty 1 doubt if Forrsy could do any work ncre if it were othorwisc.

It just wouldnt sccm like home, lately, howcver, one of thc bright boys has rot-
ten tae idue of cleaning it up. I'm not sure who, but I tnink it was #Merlin %, (per-
iod) Arown. anwey the dete has buon sct was a few wueks in tne future. Uhuh, pa-
int, broom, dustpan and cvorything-maybe even soap and wetcr,

Wgll, Furbec's now a
kickin' cnickien; unclce dons grebbeud 'im. And I don't think its madce him very hapov.
aryway fandom is now devoid of one grodc A cd.

_ Quick, childrcn, drag out your Sun-
day clotics, put on your shous and prevarc to eclebrate; tac LASFS now has a now
constitution-or it will nuwve aftor the noxy meoting. Thet will be-1ot mo suCeesees
no. .27, oriiis it.2f%sp ifdr. Which: ishows how progrcsive ;stfansiars.  Just: think, th.,
United Ste®ibinds blin Hore some hundriod '6dd years(T thidl4 Iicent!count much hishd
or) ¢nd iv #11 thit timy, it hes only had énu constitution; While thne LASFS has
ned wnv number isinbu: 1938, Oh, woll,

By the veys 4id you know Forrev ~ctucllv sponds
en. wnolu night ¢ wock at tho fortrHoncst te Cthulu, its the truth., I thought hc
n.ver went nuor tiac plaec.

Qur Dircctor, bptor !'mown os Forroy's Trunk lomey, is, as
vou know, tinc proud putor of two neultay, growing childrun; in addition, ©s you
probibly dont lnow, hu puts out an-ocbsgurs litle fonzine eculled the Ackylite, or
something, But ¢s 1 was saying, beforc I stroyudy. . Lonoy wis busily cnzagud sove
G¢r..l muctings ago in glving © rouport en Loveerw.ft; yhich, with all duo rospoct to
Lovoer:ft, w.s very zocd. Hdowivor, duuv to incxrlic:.ble sravitotions of 1is youns-
or duughtor, Quigric, towcrd tanc region of Forruys truni, which rosultud in sover-

1 ~brupt c¢xits of FT, the tallk wis adjourncd :nd uhtil ~bont ton the main tovic
bucine chostnut trocs ..nd troveling salesmen.

This is bugining to rond like sunt imudos
zossip column,
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Shongri-Lt'Affeircs is the official orpan of the Lost Angels Scicnee Fantasy
Socicty cnd is publishcd undor the sproading Chostnut troc at 637 1/2 S,
Bixwl Strect by Gerald Howott. Any contributions thrown this wny aro grote-
fuly cecuptud, uspucinly monctary encs. We arc cxport at soperoting money
from cngols. This is 3 26, 2nd we hopc to have # 27 6ut by, on, or after
tho lotn of August. Plonss cddress ©ll insults to the elabroom,
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i U]ﬂ JRRTED I .
AvTasy LATALrog Tvorves &

Unless you're one of those unfortunstes who didn't receive SHANGRI-L'AFFAIRES
#16, you're aware that a card catalog of fantasy is being prepared in Los Angeles,
At pressent the Fantasy Catalog has over 8000 cards, indexing all of Street & Smiths
Astoundivg, all of Gernsback's gmazing, and most of his Wonders. This monstrous col-
lection of waste paper now reposes in the LASFS clubroomn,

The catalog has beem in pr-
eparation since about 1941, During this time the theory and technique of preparing
the cards hus been slowly evolving, and more and more insight has been gained con-
cerning the purposes to which the catalog can be put,

We see now that the fields to
whish the Fantasy Catalog is being applied are inexheaustible, and a feirly good pro-
gran for futurec cataloging will be 5000 cards per year, yecar by year,

In ten years
&t this rate we will have & catalog cese made up of ten S-drawer units, Still only
& very small catalog!
ltl&o&ll!

I sat at my tyvewriter one evening, working on the catalog in the deserted LASFS
clubroom. I gazed at the beautiful dark-oak cabinet end tried to imagine what it
would be like in ten years....

Whoever wes et the door wasn't s member because he wes
knocking, I rose and opened it, to face a man with a bulging driefcase,
"Pardon me,"
he said, pantingly,"is this tho Los Angeles 3cience-uh-Secientific Funtasy-" dbut he
was looking past me into the clubroom and he stopped, "Oh, this mugt be itl... I'm
Farrel, of Glorin and Farrel of New York," end he steppsd in., "We'rc begging s series
of anthologies-"

I'd heard of the publishers, A little firm thet sprang up just af-
tor the wer, specializing in off trail, But my mind was wandoring from the conver-
setion- x|

"and each volume will be devotcd to a spcoial theme, This first one is to be
time troyel."
"A new sciencefiction anthology! A whole new series of them! This sounds
good,"
"I thought you could help me," he continued. "We heard of a Fantasy Catalog -
here in Los Angeles, so I flew out,"
1 showed him around the clubroom, His eyes lit
up et the sigiht of the catalog in the corner,
- "Hypersections!"he exclaimed. "What a
catalog!... How many cardsp"
"About fifty thousend," I replied,
- "And they represent
stories from the pulp magazinesy"
"Oh, no" I laughed, "there are around 8000 different
stories filed, each one having an averagoe of four cards, The stories are ftom books,
pulp and slick periodicels of all kinds, amaturec publications, and even newspapers,
liaturally the specielized fantesy pulps command the greatest number of cards,

"The re-
maining 20,000 cards represent many different kinds of nonfiction entries, Entries
are made for the actual issues of the specialized fantasy mags, The editorials; book
reviews, articles, and roeaders letters in tinese mags are also cataloged, Then we
have the innumorable fanzines, which are cataloged even more thoroughly than the
specialized prozines; (they deal with personalities and events in our own microcosm).
And then there are nonfiction entries from miscellaneous sources- author biografies,
arkticles, reviews; essays- all stuff having to do with the fantedy field or of 1nter-
est in any othar way to we fans,'

Farrel nodded apreciatively at these statlstlcs.He



e oty superficially acquanted with fandom,

He had found the drawer labeled "TIM:
1aAVEL to UNKNOWR" and began looking tarough the TIME TRAVEL headings, I pointed
out to him some of the clessics, as we came across them: Wells, Bell, Schachner,
Wililamson, iHoar, Hdeinlein....He took a great interest in the stories under TIME
TRAVEL PRESENTWARD FROM TdE FUTURE, and I pointed out Flaggs "The Machine ¥Man of
Ardathia," Stuarts "Twilight," and Kuttners "lWhen the Bough Breaks,"all my favoritcs,
After we exhausted all the headings uwnder TIMZ TRAVEL, he thumbed back and noted the
cros§ refcrences to the relasted subject headings (TIME, FLENUM, POSSIBLE FUTURES«
ete,

Farrel explained that he wanted to compile a list of about sixty of the best
time travels- novels, novelets, and short stories, Altho less than twenty would ap-
pear in tue sxnthology, a safety factor is needed "when battling copyrights,”

We set to
work, Farrel thumbed through the subject headings, stopping at each story and call-
ing out the author and title to me, I would then find in the catalog any comments,
reviews, or ratings of the story which existed, When I'd find a letter from a read-
er concerning that particuler story, we'd stop and refer to it in the magazine iss-
ue in the club librery, I would also find reviews in fanzines and elsewherc, and if
the story weas from gstoundinsI'd check the "Analytical Lab."rating from the catalog.

Before long we had on evaluated 1list of our time travel yarns., In the beggining
wehed listed 400 stories from magazines, 50 from books, and a dozen from fanzines,
Through carefull enalysis of the various comments on the stories, we boiled the
list down to 6 novels, ll novelets, and fifty shorts- the cream of the fantasticrop,

Farrel was very pleased., As he left, he reminded me he'd be back "for the com-
ing anthologies}" X

Jooner than we expected, the book arrived, It was sent to the club,
"Terpinauticas fantastic voyages on the sess of time, edited by H,E. Ferrel, Glorin
& Purrel, New York, c 1966," And can you guess to whom-or rather- to what it was
dedicatedy
You gwesscd itl Not to one, but to 50,000 1little things,

Ill&o&ilf

That great casalog is the milestone toward which we are now working. We have
confidence it will continue to grow at the rate sot, duringthe first few years of
its existenec.,

The Fantasy Catalog was begun simply as an indox to a small STF.
collection., #e hod tired of trying to index by means of sheets of paper in a binder,
end we turned to 3x5" cards.,

Its funny to reflect that the FC once occupied a small
tin recipe-filing box!{ It quickly grew out of $his stagc, however., Open card-filing
trays we re ncxt used. Then at about the 4000 mark we purchased a S-drawer catalog
unit from Remingtonm Rand's Library Buresu (with rods) and at the 7000 mark a second
unit., These units stack one on &nother and cen be bolted,

In June 1944 we made our
first contect with fandom and joined the LASFS, The gang gave much assistance with
the cataldg, Ackermman (who possescs a fenomenal memory) informed us of hundreds
of fantasy authors and fans pseudonyms, while Lora Crozctti gave us a pile of fan-
zines which we've been preparing for cataloging ever since,

Activities came faster
and faster, Burbee corncred us one dey and extorted tho first article on the catalog
for 8-L'A. The article was written hastily and handed to Charlie still in a crude
stete, (The article, of course.) Luckily, Anthony Boucher had sent Burb an outstand-
ing letter on fantesy bibliografy which originated the term "GREAT BIB", and this
letter appeared in the same issue of S-L'A (#16) as our article, which Burbee had
doctored up.

Things werc looking rosy; then came the blow, Near thc end of July uncle

Samuel beckoned and off we wont to Great Lakes to begin 14 months of Navy training.
veanwhile, fans all over the country were reacting to thesec bibliografical

ldeas, While in boot camp we received Mike Fern's letters containing wvaluable bib-

liograefical information and a large numbcr of catalog cerds he typed. His cards

represent many fantasies of Stefen Yi?cent Benet end many assorted funtasies by
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v suny and others, including some in English periedicals and in back issues of Red
loct., Colliers, Post., Furthermore, ilike prepared cross-reference cards listing his
pseudonyms and his full name, informatiom which is sorely needed from every fan,

When
S=L'A #17 hit the mail, the letters therein contained some interesting comments on
the catalog, besides some interesting bibliografical idees by louis C, Smith and
liike Fern., Some ideas were advenced which should be discussed furthor: that the cat-
alog scemed a too heavy and bulky method of indexing.

The truth is that the unicue
sctup which a card index offers allows of a more thoro and detailed technique than
is practical with a book index. The FC has tried to muko the best of this advantege.

If you could compare & cerd index with n book index, both covering the same fie-
1d, having the same amount of information, and equally well organized, you'd find
that the card index is not only easier to use, but it was gagier to prepare. And the
card index would havo ofery other adwventeage over the book index except that of port-
ability. It can be eoxpanded without limit, never changing its organization, while
tne book index can never be adequetely expunded; it is immediately dated.

It's obvious
tnat a card cotalog is the best means of cssembling bibliografical date- but the per-
iod of assembling never ends{ If a card catulog is started and it will continue to
grow witnout end, it is the obvious index to be chosen master; and enough peins might
as well be taken to make it permanent, Thus, the card type of index is the only pra-
ctical means of preserving bibliograficael data,

Once a card catalog is chosen as mas-
ter, book tyre indices may be made from it for distributing the datu. Such indices
can never hope to succeed in doing more than to condense a fraction of the catalog
as it is at tiue time of publication.

For these reasons we believe taat one master card
catalog is needed to carry out fandoms bibliografy of fantesy (es outlined by Boucher
in his letter). White may have had a book index in mind when he coined the term "GR-
EAT BIB", but we think that nothing less than a card eatalog can fulfill this funct-
ion, We alsc believe that the Fantasy Catalog now at the LASFS is the start of that
"GRauT BIB", &nd that its cateloging methods(as they are now evolving) are suitable.
We are willing and anxious to tuke any cooperative steps possible townrds creeating
this "GREAT BIB" for all fandom.

Thoere are many cards in the catelog which exemplify
the early stages of its evolution,
The first method was designed only for the simplest
kind of book and story c=ntries,
The name of the author(s) and the title were noted.
A simple subject heading was devised.These three data, together with information on
where to "find" the item, were put together in & rigid mechanical form. The result
was like this:
TITLE -The Sky lerk of Space
AUTHOR Edward Elmer Smith , and Lee Hewkins Garby,
SUBJECT Science Fiction
FIND Amazing Stories, Aug., Sep., Oct., 1928,

This setup was then copled onto a number of cards and headings were added,
The
limitations of this method eventually forced the first major chanpe:
smith, lkdward Elrmer
Garby, Lee Hawkins
The Skylark of Space
Science Fiction-space travel
Amezing Stories, 1928 August, September, October.

The subject heading is becoming more detailed, end we're shying away from dbbr-
eviations., Still, the biggest disadvantage of all in these early methods was becom-
ing apparent, It had already beecn decided(and wisely) tnat the authors neme should
be indiceted exactly as it appoears in the sourcec. An authos identity is a delicate
matter; we cent afford letting every cataeloger record his own guess upon the card
and let it anpear authoratdtive, It had also been wisely docided that the cards

(3)



viculd be arranged by heedings in a very mechanically simple way, no subtle and in-
cousistont judgement having to be made by the person who places the cerds in the cat-
vlog,

The results of these decisions meant, however, that under the early methods &n
autnors cards would be seperated. Doc Smiths stuff wes collecting at threes different
among the Smiths in the catalog:SMITH, E.E.; SMITH, EDWARD £.; and SMITH, EDWARD
ElxER. If's only natural to expect a mans cesds to fall together, but how could this
bc accomplished? The amswer took a form which eventually led to the present method.
(We'd have arrived at it sooner if we'd studied more sympethetically the system used
by the Library of Congress.)

Description of present entries:

SPACES:HIP, ATOMIC ENERGY DRIVE

R

: Smi GARBY, LEE HAWKINS !

i T :
' by ism | SKYLARK OF SPACE |-
lHaW top i §
Sep by | S+ SMITH, EDWARD ELMER 1890-

C lHaw

r {Sep’ b | Snith, Edward Elmer .

[]
lio
ALl t  The Skylark of SPoce; & serial in three parts
| dor' S.; by Edward Elmer Smith in colleboration with Lse
S l Hawkins Garby in Amazing Stories, 1928 August,

i | September, and October.
! { Cover illustration by Paul, 1828 August issue; inter-
’“1 ior illustrations by Paul,

Soquel is "Skylark Three",

|

| 2. SKYLARK OF SPACE

'~ ! 3., GARBY, LEi HAWKINS

4., SPACESHIF, ATOMIC ENVERGY DRIVE

liote that the information comprising the body of the card is presented in para-
graf style, and that the first paragref rcpresents informution dircect from the con-
tents page of tne magezine and the page in the issue where the story begins, while
the succeoding paragrafs give eny informatio n which has a direet bearing upon and
is within the scope of the entry.
Heres another example. We wont mnke YeD stencil &
whole illustration this time: just the body of the main entry card:
Bond, Nelson S.
The five lives of Robert Jordan; a novellette by Nelson Bond
: in the Blue Book Magazine, fipril, 1945, Vol, 80, no. 6, p. 2-15.
: Illustrated by Charkes Chickering.

"If you had gone to that other school, or taken thet other job,
or married that other girl- what would your life now be like? This
idea, or something like it, lies behind this remarkable novelette."Ed.

2. FIVE LIVES OF ROBERT JORDAN

3. BLUE BOOK MAGAZINE, APRIL 1945

4, CAICKERING, CHARLES

~5. PO3sIBLE FUTURES

Note the quote of the editors blurb, Blurbs nre practically alwnys quoted in tho
entry. Since Bonds fantasy appeared in a mundane magezine which itself is not cata-
logod, more facts aro given about the issus are given in the entry end a hending for
the magazine is mads.

Note the 8Smith illustration agein. The three paragrefs in the
middle of the card represent the basic information. All the rest is what is added by
the cataloger.,

Tha fundamental features of a card catalog is thut it orgsnizes its

e —

information, and it does so autgggti%ulLy. Each item of information (called an entry)
4



is filed under soveral differont key ideas(called headings). Al) the cards in the
¢ .trlog are arrenged alfabetically by  these hsadings so that they form one large
alfabet, There are four general rules followed each time en entry is made’'in tho FC-

l., The informetion to be recorded is typed in duplicate on a number of cards, 4
lines being leoft vacant at the top of each card., Then the headings decided upon are
typed in cepitels, one on the second line of each card.

2. One of tne headings (usually the author) is chosen as a main heading and is
recopied (not in caps this time) onto the fourth line of each card,

3. At the bottom of tne card bearing the main heading (called the main entry
card) is mnde & list of all the other Headings. This tells the user what headings are
being used and allowg the cetaloger to witndraw the ‘whole entry for changes .

4. At least onefthe headings for en entry must be a subject hcading(hereafter
abb, SH), which is a carefully composad classification of the information. Each SH
in the catelog is related to every ather SH by means of a unique system of cross-ro-
ference cards. Twoof these cards follow every different SH. The first lists one or
more 8:4s of which it is considerod a sub-sectiom, The second lists all of the narr-
ower SHs considered stib-sections, By this comprehensive system you can look up GENE-
RAL and, in a2 series of expansions, reavh any SH in use, or look up any SH whatsoev-
er and trace back to GENERAL or trace quickly to related branches,

Any entry which
follows these four rules cen and will be entered into the FC,

However, to save unne-
cossary retyping and to make the catalog more efficeint, there are many little tech-
niques found desirable. Thoy make for consistency in the choice of headings and in
the presentation of tne information on the card,

Ideal name headings appeer like this:

LIEBSCHeRy WALTER CAARLES CURT, JR., 1918-

WOOD, NARY CORRINE (GRAY) , 1921-

Note that Mrs., Woods maiden surmame is enclosed in ()'s et the end of her name,
end that both names appoar in fullest form, togother witn dates of birth and death
(years only).

Its a great adventage to have all the cards reprcsenting one person zll
in the same spot in the catalog. For this roason one form of the persons name is gh-
oscn and used consistently, the fullest form known, This means that the cataloger:
should not only learn tne full mamc forms, but alsé the pseudonyms of the authors,
illustraters, editors, etc., appearing in the catalog. The¢ ordinary cotalog user is
not expected to know theso facts, however, so every timo a pseudonym is discovered,

o crosreferenco card leading from the pseudonym to the correct name is filed,

The fan-
tasy fields, and especially ' fanzines, are overun with pseudonyms, For this reason,
preparations for entering fanzines have been terridbly held up.

A prograr of author re-
search kas been started., Information about huhdreds of names has been compiled; and
fans nave been solicited for names and dates, This is one of the most important tasks
required for the FC, and much cooperation end colleberation is needed,

Our entrance
into the world of fandom was practically coincident with our joining the Navy and
leaving los Angeles and the catalog. Pre-lavy cataloging was mostly of our own coll-
ection of mags. Since we had no mentionable amount of fantasy books, this ficld was
neglected.,

Thru the LASES we learned of the tremendous field of fantasy books and af
the fascinating field of fanzines, Now we arc sepcrated from both the catalog and the
mag collecticn and can obtein only current prozines on the stands and fanzines thru
subscriptions; so we are not eccomplishing a tenth of whet could be accomplished
under more favorable conditions. Since the Navy, most of our progress has been in in-
creasing our contacts with fandom and improving our catalog tochniques(they have ev-
olved by leaps and bounds),

We shall continue our part time cataloging up to the begi-
nning og 194A, Thus Astounding will be cataloged up to 1945 Decomber, and this years
crop of Weird, FFM, Pleanet, Startling, TWS, Amazing and FA will find their way into
the catalog. A few books will be entered, that is, just as many books as we have time
for and can obtain, and we'll attempt to cover the various mundane in search of fant-
asy, but we wont get far., When 1946 comes, we will probably leave Treasyre Islond

(5)



Liforuiu, our prcsont stution, heading for sea.,
Will the FC die in 19467 Or will new
honds sct to work to keep it nourished? We don't XnoWeeeeoos

¢~~~, . ’1*~? _rGggss it's up to you,.
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ILMQDY bock SALE

AE Van Vogt--plagiprist® Read TARRANO THE CONQUEROR by Rey Cummings. See how,
in 1930, Cummings wrote about,..slans! Oops, scuze my myopia, I see the Cummings
term is slaan, A thousgnd pardons, AE, for having so egregiously accused U, Well--
whet is a Cummings sleant A member of the slave-caste of Venus in the yr 2430, The
bk is dedicated "Tg Hugo Germsback, scientist, author & publisher, whose constant
efforts in behalf of scientific fiction have contributed so largely to its present
popularity." This is a copy from a Lending Library., ¢1.75. (I think I paid 50c
for it.

How U fixt for Fowler Wiright? Need THE AMPHIBIANS? NEW GODS LEAD? HIDDEN
TRIBE? Heh--don't they all! I shoudnt insult your standing as a collector by sug-
gesting U myt be able to use a copy of DELUGE, however, I have numerous readable
copys at 75c apiece. The sequel, now--DAWN--this is more difficult to find, If U
noed it--$1,50,

LAST & FIRST MEN--now there's another hardie, Case U havent had
any luck locating the famous Stapledonovel (I havent got any duplicates in a ra-
coon's age) U myt stop the gap with THL COLLAPSE OF HOMO SAPIENS. This English
libro-future hos been called "a poor mun's Last & First Mep". U will be poorer (by
$2.50) after purchasing it but richer for tho resding., If your tastes are carnivore
ousy this is your meat!

Gady havent U bought a copy of SAURUS ygt? And after all
tho plugging I've done for it., €'mon, buy this bk by Phillpotts, if only to eall me
e big liar. But if U like intellectunl scientifiction--scientificritism of socioty
in fictionnl form-~this novel of the sapient serpentoid from planetoid Hermes will
delite U for $2,50.

Basebaell fens, read THE DIAMOND MASTER., My error--1 soe this
is about a diffeorent sort of diamond., By & follow nnmed Futrells., Somo joker, I'm
sure, has insorted a figurc "3" in front of the $,50 et which it was priced sccond
hand, 1'11 erase it & U can have the copy for §$l.25. Or, if U'd be just as con-
tent with o smaller DIAMOND, it's yours for 75¢. I don't carat all.

Are U tho fan
who cryd wercwolf? I hove the ansr to your call- LYCANTHROPE. A beet copy of the
English edition, for $1.50. (Phillpotts wrote it,) (I mcke a profit of about 3
shillings on this one,)

"0n o lonely Irish coast, during a season of great hent, a
landslido occurs, uncovoring tho seeds & eggs, and even a few sleeping creatures, of
a primeval age., Under the blazing sunshinc this exotic animal & vegetable world do-
volops with extrnordinary rapidity." So doos the story of--LANDSLIDE] Cost me n
buck & a quarter, Will hold U up, oh, say $1.75 for it.

And the last item is--
SIRIUS, thoe superd Stapledonovel of the mutont canine, How!s thot--U've seen my
previous ads, asking $7.60 for ity So U figure I'11l want $15 by nowt No, cddly
enuf, I'm asking only $3.50., (Don't feel too badly, U who paid $7,50. Remaember,
U've hod yours e yr or so in cdvenee, And yours was mint, with a jacket, 1It's been
reprinted. And these are coverless, second hand copys. Beslides, Searles has hurt
my sales by gliving away 5 copys to friends at cost, These lousy fang--how can a
dishonest dealer turn a dishonest dollar without a holler? Bah; fout on fans; down
funs--Up Dealers]) =--$sJ Ackerman, Cash Box 6475 Metro, los Angeles Zone Fifty-five



e
i

. Ay . ;
Ly ;x..._;f‘,.é./;’(O_g)-u tesutrection anc/ [ ¢ Vicaw

by Francis T, Laney

Unknown to many fans, forgotten by others, the cooperative novel, COSMOS, was
fandom!s sensetion back in 1933 and 1934, Sponsored by FANTASY MAGAZIYE and writ-
ten especially for this greatest of all funzines, COSMOS represented the combined
work of nineteen of the outstanding stf authors of its day. Its seventeen chapters
wore published serially in eighteen installments of FANTASY MAGAZINE, belng set up
in such menner that the installments might be extracted and bound into a book, 'a
table of contents and linoleum block title page by Hannes Bok being furnished for
this purpose.

The plot, such as it was, was cooked up by the editors of the magezine,
end chaptors were assigned to the authors in such menner that each wes enabled to
turn out something along the line of his ‘particular specialty--Abner J, Gelulay for
instance, who had just written a robot story, being given a chapter called "Mcnace
of the Automatom"., Chapters were contributed by the following: Ralph Milne Farley,
David #i, Keller, Arthur J. Burks, Bob Olsen, Francis Flagg, John W, Campbell, Jr.,
Rae Winters, Otis Adelbert Kline,& E. Hoffman Price, Abner J., Gelula, Raymond A,
Palmer, A. Merritt%, J. Harvey Haggard, E.E, Smith, P, Schuyler Miller, L.A,Eshboch,
Eando Binder, and Edmond Hemilton.

As may well be imsgined, COSMOS 1s an excellent
example of broth thet was spoiled by toc many cookss The critical rcader will find
dozens of inconsistencies as the novel progresses, Nevertheless, considering the
conditions under which it was tossed together, COSMOS reads with a fair amount of
contdnuity, and as a whole stacks up very well with the professional pulp stfiction
of its day.,

The plot is hopeless, It and its variations have been written up prob-
ebly five hundred times since 1926 by everyone from Edmond Hamilton to Don Wilcox,
There is a menace out of space, a power-mad tyrant seeking to enslave the Solar
System from his home planet in Alpa Centauri, There are three self-sacrificing
heroes who flee from Alpa Centauri to set up headquarters on the moon to warn the
Solar System., There is hhe menace of & seocond power-mad tyrant(an insane one, this
time) who also intends to enslave the Solar System from hid headquerters in the bo-
wels of the moon. On each planet that is warned of the oncoming menace are  sec-
ondary menaces which the heroes of that planet must fitst overcome before they rush
headlong into space to give battle. Almost every hero has & tender sweetheart , be
they gus-inflated Saturnians or quasi-human or human characters. The eventual suc-
coss of Qur Heroes is ungquestioned from the beginningjthough a pleasing number of
them fall victims to the onslaught of Evil, their competriots carry through to vic-
tory just as one expects them to when he encases their actions in this particular
plot.

The story emvraces practically everything that had appeared in sciencefiction
up to 1933 emcept timetravel, with a noticeable bias towerds a roughly equal mix-
ture of pre-Astounding Campbell "heavy" science end LE Smith super-super battles
of super-super ships in super-super ships, It is one of those ghastly things where
in the author(s) gets the hero in an impossible predicament about every ten pages,
whereupon he whips together a }ittle whatchamadiddle out of the buttons off his
underwear, a cigar band, and the flint out of his cigarette lighter, wherewith he
bocomes invisible, leaps into another dimension, or some other deed of surprising
agility amd implausvebility.

How editor Schwartz was able to dragoon so many busy
professionals into doing all this work for him is one of fandoms minor mysterics.
lost of them, evidently, decided they about had to as a matter of advertising and
such, So they tossed a sheet of paper in thc tripewriter, poured out a bit of crud,
and rushed it in. It is hmazing to note how similar the styles are, Merritt evidy
ently took his assignment seriouslys hils chapter is the only ore of the seventeen
thet deserves serious consideration. EkE Smith performed a smajor - miracle in writing
his story, the one he has sold so many times, in a mere 18 pages! Even more surpr-
ising, it is excellent reading--much better than some of his majcr opi. Keller's
chapter, though stereotyped, betrays-the onl y touches of characterization outside
of Merritts, and in comparison with most of tie others is refreshing reading, The
rest of the authors wrote a lot of words., Few of them said anything,



But I'm being unfair, I've read too much recent science-fiction to appreciate
CO5M0S, Compering the talc with a majority of the stories being published in 1933
vould result in a rether fevorzchle review, At that time, WONDER STORILS was the
only protine publishing consistontly good science-fiction, and Wonder was on the
downgrade from its cll-time high peak of & ysar or so previously. ASTOUNDING STO-
RIS was drifting through the interim betwoen the Clayton and Strecté&Smiths owner-
ship, AMAZING STOKILS, under Slosne, had virtually reeched the mediocrity it main- .
teined, with one or twe” moteble ‘exccptions, until the termination of his editorship.
WELRD TALES gtill used occasioncl Soience-fiction tales, but nothing of the calibre
featured in the 1920's; Wright had for several years been concetrating om weird
and fantasy and leaving stf for Gernsbock and his more immediate contemporarics.,

The fandom of that doy deponded largely, wellnigh exclysively, on the magazines
for its roading matter., The reading and collecting of book fantasy, for from boing
the major fan pursuit it is today, was followed by only a few connoliseyre such as
H.C. Koenig. COSMOS, to the fan of today, can be considered only os a euriosity, a
souvener of early deys in stf, To the fan of 1933, COSMOS was a genuine event.

The
@#ne eutstanding feature of this novel is A, Merritt's chepter, "The Last Poet and
the Robots", which was later rewritten snd published in TWS (Oot. 1936) under the
title "Rythm of the Spheres", It is literates and in its revised form one of the
twenty~-five or thirty outstanding short stérios of magazine stf,

Otherwise, the modern
reader»is not likely to wish to read COSMOS more than once, It is one of those
things, good enough in its day, which hes been rondered obsoleto by evolution and
should be ellowed to undergo the slow erasure of time.

The writer of this article
wishes to oxtend thunks to Forrest J(no period) Ackermann for the kind loan of a
bound volume of COSMOS, upon the reading of which this review is based.
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-LUB trom FLANEY

Our boy Hewitt failed to find enything stupid enough to fill out this page,
tic seemed to fecl that I was the only person stupid enough to fill this seid
page. I o1 decply touched,
Except fro the fact that I have absolutely nothing

-to say, this is going to be a snep. ! bt

Lett's soe,,. The fan pull ishing racket
has been perking beautifully this past few weeks. I was varticularly struck
by the excellent 7th issue of langley Searles' FANTASY COMMENTATOR _1: v mav
be obtained at 206 from 19 East 235th Strect, New York City 66. TAis issue is
highlighted by Matt Onderdonk's terrific critiecal comparison of Lovecraft and
Sloene, an article which should be missed by no serious fantasy addict. This
man O.derdonk is fast developing into fandom's best article writer.

Another
excellent piece of work, though of less gemeral interest, is Bob Tucker's carc™
fully worked out index of the ancient fanzine FANTASY FAN., Newer fans will
not know this mag, but those of us who have access to files of it consider it
to be one of the two or three best of all tim, and this index is invaluabloe
since an FF file is one that one wants to consult frequently.

Jack Speer's
ncw STEFNEWS looks extremoly promising. A mwszine that confines itself to
ncwd! What an innovation!

gsd speaking of fen rublishing, here's an orchid
for fandom's nswest editor, rald Hewitt, This issue & SL'A j4 entirdly his
work, exccpt for EBC and the actual authorship of most of the articles.
roalise the mag has its faults, yos=Zbut I realise too that Gorry doosn't
know how to type (hunt and pock, no less!), and that these are the first stent
cils he has ever cut, He also did the cover, printing and all, but tells me to
mention that Joe Gibson drew it. I say hats off to LA's newwst fan find.

(There, you little snot! Have I said cnough nice things about you to satisfy
that bet I lost to you?)
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Tne Mift Flchicon 1s now a plng of the thast. ) good had “was tlmed by all Awer-
etees tend: Chan R. Tarsler, lalt Weibsher, Tuck Bobber, Evelett Bart, Enry Helsner,
ILt. Pob Bettdt, Nurse Court Court ioFlo, Elsie Panda, Rank Frobinsen, Jackenbeck
Weid, Ash Ally, Heim Donwall, Elwoll Seiheim, rvensat Bver, Thelgan Morma, Osaar
lelly, Moss Rorgan, Ashy Ab Luley, Barty Bettlet, Lucounts Ceile, Early Pear, Ced
Ounts, Ilton Madams, the pittle Learys and the cittle Lountzes, and, in spirit,oth-
er fails who delegated to arrive.

Pings bethan agonping when Buck Tobber mowed up in
the shiddle of the night, four exact to be AM. VWie lalked a tiddle bit, and then
we bent to wed, (Is that naughty¥) Mors pe, I wad to go to herk the mext norning,
so of dat thay I cen noth you telling exthat cept goings I was bone I wes talk-
ably probbed about.(Is that naughtyf) I was gery vlad when five o'roll clocked ar-
ound, and 1 hed spome¢ thester fan e bedding sprocket. Nothing do was muching as no
other ashowees had tended up. And the dext nay was eboring as quelly, as Bobbter Tu-
ck was still the visy onlitor. In fact, nothing hap muchened untill homing come
after Bocket Tub's fiasco of the aching back,(a téll soon to be teled afan roundom)
Tub and I sumped into Bearit, who was derking eround in the grope, sumbling momethi-
ng gbout Beckenweid bending at both bees of the bed et the tame sime.(Is that naugh-
tyt
After scscuing Raari from the worrors of Hiedenbecks redboom, we akiched to the
Jjournen for a recheese of past and erackers, epped pest the helpiglottis by parge
lotions of jilk and mava, Then we retired up ani went, (Is that naughty?)
Maturday
sorning Uck and Ti were pleasantly, but wakely,rudened by the sute little kister
of my firlgriend. Once our monnish slinds beop ganerating we fought it would be some
thun to sy plindian, Fonning our deathers Qb and Bi wieded into Prancerbecks redboom,
iving gout with the harpian winBhoops. Soon after we were in alldulging in a rumpt-
tuos(Is that Naughtyy) sepast of kied frackleberries, relly, joles, and tuff like
that stere,
Nutsolutely imthimg abportant took place Afterday saturnoon except we tol-
d many scales out of tool.(Is that naughtyv) Kings werent thwiet for homg, tho, as
the Hollweims, Sonrobin and'‘Dajan °howed up, and other poople tesp,

Ame the ceveni-
ng, and radness meigned. Tamitnak Tooner durst in the boor toting e parge lackage of
ferticles(ls that naughty?) for our anzines, and was swamply purrounded by a funch
of bans. Kit in the outchen bahy mottles of inliquorating toxicants retabed on the
clinal, whonny of mich were inning bedulged in., Lt. Bet Pobbit and Murse Fourt Fourt
MoClo dubbled in the boor and Nertan fromptly ploored the Nurse plain he exwhened
%ow nc would see teaticn with o crelescope. 1 booged out some bangy wangy on the
piano apnd the inpelligent teople listened while those who do not aparchiate fine
precesh cdrowred to try me out.(Is that naughty?p)

Conflosation verved, old festships
were friended, fans,peoplegabbed, undawn the early til, when everynight satd body
body end we rewent and uptired.

Everyslept bodied late Sundey, I was up the one last,

After tne usucl Slan Shack of vittles thers wes another fan of roundgeb, Then pic~
ls took pecptures, collected et looktions, some sent out to wee the sair fity of
Cratted Boek. Three it was soon o'clock and auk for the timetion, Qfrominals ridge
Astoring Soundies, Afazing and Montastic Vedentures, Thrilling Stonder Wories, and
Fesic Moustesmy Fanteriex were faired for a pretty sold price, an original by ill-
Lewrehcerating a scene from " The Goats of the Blen Carrig" Highing the bringest
price, sive fmackcers, Auk was the oyetioneer end I fame out of the eraces with a
Lowirence end a shore soat,

After the auction pesp of the somal went out to collapsu
off and I cooled, After I ruly decovercd, amother neal wans tet up on the sable. Ap-
peasitites were appeda, and every belly had full bodies, (Is that naughty?)
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Atime the las had come for parting, (Do it yourself on the last threc words)

The Hollweims, DeJan, and Robin Frenkison took for the trop mebigolis of Chicago.
Th¢ demaining relegates, Tobert Rucker, Tenithok Tumer, and Solly Adri adulged in-
gain in ganfabdb,

Hour cvery on the every curing the donvention, some thean old ming pa-
rted o stokor game., Outside of these ingeminous chance quits of chance, the cemmartia
an was unvenched and overy time had & good ono,

. The dollowing fay the ling of the rest-
ers—-on wook offfor the tide open spaces, and the Crattls Beekians were left with be-
ching acks, and mond femories of tae finzl Slan Get shack-together.(Is that naughty?)

As-I sinish this fega, itvis deveral says afcon tho tervertion. 4ll hen in the
fouse have upted rost, and suff to be seemering no ect effills. As for me, I guess
the gavetion auk me an inscdiment in my peach.(I heve a beautiful orchard) I cen't
stalk traight; keep vunching my bowcls.(Oh, my, I'm surc thats maughtyl)

({The managerial staff of this erudite fanzine wish to point out the
fact tnot we are in no wey responsible for the foregoing monstrosity
and all otten reggs should se bent to Cettle Breek.§

)
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|t was a disappointment to get Shanarl-lL'Affaires
And read somethiny that made me tear out my few remaining halrs,
Vizy; the news about the induction ot poor Charlle,
Which is not so cheertul, joyous or zven jarlie.
Can only hope his army future will be grzat,
Even it it means a career contined to just Section Eight,
Hz has done a lot to spread pleasurz among the fen
{Or tlten or stetnate or just plain tans, God-demn!)
And in the pages of Shangri-L'Afttalres | will miss his comments
Which used to be sprinkled in so neatly like on top ot a

. sundae they sprinkle alments.
Anyhow, | just want.to say that | wish the best to Burbee
And hope he comzs Back soon.,..and | don't mean murbee.

P
HPLaneycrat t

A recent evening ot the LASFS was markt by the presentation o
an 2ruditez & engrossing prose pastiche ot Howard Phillips, child &
man, by his #| acolyte, Fran Laney. Laney intimagtzly considerd the
ettzcts ot environment & heredity in the creation ot this unigue
character: enumerated his astonishing attributes & astounding accom-
plishmzntss and echoed requiem, over a lustrum atter hls passing,
tor the untimely demise of this tragic gentus. This nite, Laney
earnd the vltimate encomiumes AE Van Vogt termd him "the rich man's
S Davenport Russell. "

BO3BY SEX

Bob Bradford to become a father for the 4th time! This impend-
Ing Impadiment to his fanactivity was described in The Minutes 1In
the tollowing mannzrz M"Absence ot previous mtq's Program Chairman
Bob Bradtord was expléeind by the tact that one of his wives is ex-
pecting another-~or, rather, onz ot his children 1Is 2zxpecting anoth-
er mothzr--no, his wite is intanticipating (emphasls on the ftan)."
Alas, poor Bradtord; shortly atter this he was dratted. His tlirst
communique trom Boot Camp revealsz "'They madz us throw away all our
magazines. Thus, the g.l. can was properly editied with a tine copy
ot the Summer !'30 Wonder Quarterly. Oh, we!l, |'d read all the sto-
ries In it anyway."

EMIGRANTS

Latest arrivées on the quays ot Shangri-L'Agoon {and no undo

stress on the "goon®, pleaszt} Include Jas Russell Gray, "the Mad

fuse™; and Tom Daniel & spousee.
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JARMES & BRADBURY

. Two ot our LASFS alumnt communicated with us recently--
Arthur K Barnes dropt In & Ray Bradbury toned--to intorm us of thelir
rise in the lit'ry world. Art has had an acceptance from Colliers,
Ray is to sppear in pgmerican Mercury. Speaking ot pro suthors, Dau-
ahzrty intorms us Elma VWentz Ts now esconced at Warner Bros (alona
with Rocklynne % Brackett)., And Cleve Cartmill has bzz2n tract down
{oops, |'l]l retract the spelling on that: Shoudve been trackt)
working tor the local Daily MNews.

UIZ LUNGS

(| reaslly took & deep brzath for that one) A scientifiquiz set.
thz clubroom abuzz at a recent mtg when Laney & Acky staged an im-
promptu battle ot brains. Bee was Laney's idea & Acky began to sus-
pzet it wasnt antirzly as extzmporanzous as claimd whan the Lanlac
bzgan his blitz wifth 2 question Ilke "in what story did the date
Fzb | - 1947 aprnzar projzcted on the Moon?" "My gosh,"™ responded
4e, "how woud U zver expect a guy to remember such an obscure thing
as that? 'The Lunar Consul! by Sidney Patzer."

GALLET PROOF -

Proot of th2 innocence or aullt ot French fan Georges Gallet,
aqainst whom collaborationist suspiclons have bezn aroused by Woll-
heim & Speer, is anxiously awaited at LASFS H3s. Prlor to the naws,
Rogers, Brown, the Daughertys, Hewett, Saha & Himell had qgenzrously
contributed a fantasy pocketbook apiccz to a club pkg tor Gallet.
tiopz is hzld that the only known Frznch fan dozs not prove to have
bzzn a traitor.

U WERE MINT FOR ME

Zalt Daugherty goes methodicly about his goal of assembling
a pristine collzction ot stt mags, combing second hand shops here,
th2re & 2lsewhere for unrzad copys ot the pro's. Thzre is no lie to
the rumor that he can pick up such copys ot Amazing tor the past 5
yrs from halt a dozen difterent coilections around town.

A BEARD IN THE HAND=--

Disguised behind a luxuriant hirsute covering reaching to
his waist (it Utre a 1ittle t2nient with how U treat the truth) (but
not vazry) there camz to the club one Geo Xlan {(read christian) Bump,
tormerly of the Bay Area & now of the Windy City., His main contri-
bution during his scveral visits while sojourning in the southern
szction of thz State wes a philosophical debate or 2 with Kepner &
Vic Clark., O yzs, he znjoyd the distinction ot "having known Shaver
whzn"--12, betore he discoverd Lemuria.

"GARDEN OF FEAR"

Bi1ll {Marvel Talzs) Crawtord's pocketbook of tantasyarns, fes-
turing Howard, Lovecratt & Keller, is rzady tor distribution, reports



Lora Crozetti, who has been spaending nites helping on the packing of
37,000 copys. She tzlls us, however, that New York & | or 2 other
major citys will not receive any. |t it doesnt turn up In your neck
ot the nation in s rcasonsble length of time, don't look at me--at
lzast not until about 1947, whzn 1t shoud be out-ot-print beyond all
shadow of a dout (unless thz publisher double-x"s me & keeps a secret

stock of 10,000}, | coudnt be botherd to tind wrapping paper for
copys af a protit (%) atter deducting postage, ot 2 or 3¢ aplece: and
it | dared charge a tan 35c when it's avallsble on newsstands for a

quarter, 1'd be drawn & guartzrd (in etti-J) in certain quarters for
protiteering, so--t'heck with itl sweat out your own copy, Searles...

THRILL OF A LAFF=TIME D

o’
Jrone

Ye Dirzctor introduced a n2zw type program when he called on
each member to tell ot his or her greatest thritl in tantasy or tan-
dom. Quarters wzrez contributed by zach participant, 50% of the kitty
to go to the teller ot the most popular tftanecdote, the other halt to
swzll {2) the cotters of the treasury {cott-cott!l)s For Saha 1t was:
whzn tales llke ?Trends™ & "1t This Goes On--" bagan to asppear regul-
arly in Astounding & he realized that social sianiticance had come to
scizntifiction, For Gerald Hewett, it was the discovery of Shangri-
LA in fthe torm ot thz LASFS Crudroom. For 42 it was the day The Time
Traveller (tirst ot truz tanmags) popt Into his Staplzs Ave mail box.

But thez story that took tirst prize ($1.20) was BoBradford's
"ripping" account of how a science-flctionarrative tirst focust his
attzntion on several outstanding teatures about a girl that are dif-
tzrznt trom a boy, perticularly 1t the girl is Lana Turner, 1t szems
he rzad one ot Kuttner's sexsational Marvel Sciznce Stories whzrein
thz gal's spacesuii got torn--& passion was born in B8radtord’'s
brzast at thz revzlation of the herolne's ditto, (Pzrsoniy, we tlind
thzre's nothing quite like a ditto to bring out the bezast In a tan.)

TIGER SHEDS FROGSKINS

Attho not yzt physicly able to attznd the LASFS, Tioripa of
Palo Alto {400 miles distant) has bezn contributing a dollar a menth
tor the last quarter tord the upkzzp of the klub-2ambro., Art Sahs,
who expects to be 3000 milzs distant from Shangri-LA at thez time U
rzad this) has voluntzerd to maintain a similar monetary membership
In absentla.

SMALL CLAMS AGENT

Andy "Centaurian" Anderson, ot the Pismo Beach clan, arrived
LA with this tate in tow, It seems one nite he was lying on the sand
by the secashore, daydreamirng ebout the Issue he woud get out In |946,
when hz overheard the following conversation between 2 clams.

Chowder: "How was your date wlth the octopus?”

Bake: MO, he was divine! And when he gazed soultully Into
my 2yes & twined his tentacles around my neck & drew me to him In s
passlonate embrace~- My Godl" - 2

"What!s the matter?" b

"My gearisl"
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Dear To-Whom-it-my-Concern:
Whith dear old Burbee gone, and no editor on the last copy of
S-L'A I am forced to write to the club as a hole,

I just about thought that I wasn't
going to get S-L'A_ gnd when it did come I wasn't sure what it was, Except for the
neme on the cover } might neaver have know. I didn't think that one man could make
such a gdif,

But let me go back to the time I got it. it

I hed just picked“out of a bunch
of other mail that had just been handed me, The rapper gave no clue to what might be
inside. As Isaid, S-L'A was late so I thought that nodoubt I had missed Burbee's
anish, and was geting the first copy from the new Ed,

Riping off the ontside 1 gased

at the yellow horror before me. My first thought was"Ye Gadsi" Turning it over I
found the real cover and was again tacked a back,

Why didn't Burbee get Rogers to do
S-L'A covers when he wes Ed.? He's great, Out side of the girls fece, this it the
best cover 1've seen,
any I teke a quick look in the back to see if by chance They used
nay of my letters, but no, In fact there was but one letter., Quear indeed, there
used to be about five pages.

But I turn back to the front,

THE WARNER WAS GREEN, meets
my eyes. So to myself I say,"Ams, this must be the new editor, and this is his way
of introducing him self, But after reading the thing I began to wonder which one of
us was crazy,

Could it be that they would put ont a mag without telling who was the
editor. I looked quickly threw the pages and found no editorial,(I didn't find it
tell next day, when I had emough nerve to read the rest of the mag,)

As was only nat-
ural I read "Flight into Fear" next. Whoweeel! A 9 page story,Enow I know I am not
reading S-L'A,But but I am sorry the local boys lost, Realy quite a story, Crans
might have made some mony if he had made it a little longer and sent it to TWS.

"Giants
of the Western wWorld"Feeees, What's the idea of Tucker blowing Ebey's horn?0r is he%
Anywey, anyone knowing where I can jone the committee he spoke of, please tell me,
as it sounds like a groop I could happly become & member of, Ever sence Ebey stoped
answering my letter for no reason at ell 1 have had no good will toword him,

"Specialization"
Gad} A article on a serious subject. Again I wonder if this ocen be the S~-L'A I knew.
It was very good, if a trife long.

This brings me to something I want to speek about. I
am plan to put out a fanzine this summer, I am going to call it THE FANZINE READERS
REVIEW. And it will use reprint stuff from other zines., Affboudt a year or more oldIl
think. I em planing to use allkines of material, and hope in a way to be a answer to
Searles plee, What I wamt from you.(meaning the LASFS) is permission to come down a
few Sundays and cogpy articles from your file of old zines.I asked Burbee,(the dear
fellow) end he said thet I could, but i thought seeing that he is gone so to speek
that I had better ask someone elce,..The only fly in the soup is that I still can't
become a member of your club, I will give LASFS a free copy of TFRR, of course,

; } And
just who wrote"Tho Reeords"twho in the name of Glar could believe that Croutch, who
the story said lived ® Canada, could write the story.?}Eather the story is so much
bunk, or some elce wrote it and signed his name. It was good, tho,

Well, anyway you
got the idea, I liked #25, It wasn't quite as neet as when Burbee put it outbut it
still is one of the best zines out., And onless some fool tris to stop me I'll be see-

ing you one of these days.%% WAL
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¢l of olden times now g P
heth his say: L d 2Zz0 :
Dear Towser--- 3 = & riim
411 those deys and I am still in this longlived orpenization. Why, there
seems to be no sense in it,
I lay there on my bunk last night dazed with beer and
dwelling on escapist thoughts such es publishing a oneshot fanzine end being a
civilian once more. Escepist thoughts, And then I conjured up pictures of pleasant
things 1 have done and seen--I thought of Spring and the clank of the mimsograph
when somebody else was turning the nandle and Jackies legs and long summer nights
spent anywhere outside of this[ _~ ~ .camp and the discovery that the new Ast-
ounding was out and the c¢lick of the dice when $20 bucks has been faded and a 6 &
a § turn up when the cubes stop deancing and Jackies legs and my 54th drunk when I
was 17 and 1 lay out tnere with the stars so close I could have reached up and
stirred them around with my finger and the wondrous delights of being & civilian
opce again and Jackies legs and the quitting whidtle and the air-conditioned beer
joint where I found my true love whose love endured three whole days much longer
than the life span of en iLphmereid fly and the pleasing gurgle of Scotch going
down my throat and a lovely girl now helf-forgotten who clutchcd me tight and swerc
she'd becn mine since she first saw me and always would be mine no matter what and
I lied and said 1 fel$ the some way and two weeks later she married a sailor and 1
was damned glad of it and Jackies legs and the srectile odor of the beach at night
and I do belicve thet tho 72 ounces of Schlitz I just drank have more or less aff-
cctod me,
I will greb up a handfull of commas end sprinkle them over that last para-
graph, Later., Not now,
What makes you think Isebelle should sece this?

One more fight in
the barracks, men, and you'll all be restricted for the duration of the cycle JHH
(In caee any of you wish to contact our erudite Burble, he is now # 39747275,Company
A, 79th Infantry, Camp Roberts, California, No, I'm sorry, he's not a colonel yet.
You'll have to address it Private.)

Milty Rothman(himself)s - f.ﬂfﬁff
“draw your own concussiomns, ] Al
. \;,‘ S.—l ”
DEAR PEOPLES: R rswrar. g
MUCH MAIL FROM YOU IN THE BOX AT THE KOMENT, o

FIRSTLY A LOVELY GROUP LETTER FROM YOU-ALL WHICH FINALLY WANDERED IN FROM MY
SALT-%ATER APO,!'TViAS NICx BEING REMEMBERED LIK& THAT, ALTHO YOU'RE PROBABLY DIS-
APPOINTED THAT I DIDN'T GET PUT INTO SOME DIRE DANGER SO AS TO WARRANT ALL THE
SENTIHENTS,

SHANGRI-LA' AFFAIRES 1S AMOOSING, ALTHOUGH I LOOKED IN VAIN FOR A4 PIECE BY ME
W4AICH BURBEs SAID HE WAS GOING TO PUT IN, THE COVER IS FAIR, ALTHOUGH THE DAME IS
FRETTY RUGG&DLY BUILT. WARNERS MENTION OF THE VISIT TO LESLIE STONE BRINGS BACK AN
ZPISODE WHICH I'D COMPLETELY FORGOTTEN, "“THE HEELS OF IF" HAD A GOOD IDEA, BUT IT
HAVE BEEN W.ITTEN WITH MORE FINESSE AND DEVASTATION. LIKEWISE WITH "FLIGHT INTO FEAR

LES CROUTCH IN "RECORDED PICTURES" MAKLS A TECHNICAL BONER CONCERNING THE
BAND WIDTH OF 4 MODULATED RADIO FREQUENCY SIGNAL. HE SAYS IF YOU MODULATE A CARRIER
WITH A TONsz OF 8000 CYCLES, THEN YOU GET 4 BAND WIDTH OF 4000 CYCLES ABOVE AND 4000
CYCLES BELOW THE CARRIER FREQUENCY,

NOW, THE EQUATION OF AN UNMODULATED WAVE IS AS FOLLOWA: S=A sin 2»ft

WHERE S IS TiE AMPLITUDE AT ANY TIME, T, A IS THE MAXIMUM AMPLITUDE, f IS THE
FREQUENCY.,

WHEN T?E WAVE IS AMPLITUDE MODULATED, A BECOMES: A-A +n A, sin 27 f,t=4 (14
n sin 2+ f.t

WAERE A, IS THE MAX AMPLITUDE OF TiE UNMODULATED WAVE, n IS THE COEFFICIENT
OF MODULATION, AND f, IS THe FREQUENCY OF THE MODULATING WAVE,

THEREFORE: S:4,(1+n sin 2xf,t)sin 2-ft

S*i, sin 2»ft-+n A,5in 2,f.t sin 2sft
BY TRIGONEMETRIC FANAGLING THIS BECOMES:s S=A. gin2: ft+ nh_ sin 2w(f4f.)t
. 2

t 2}_-1; 2e(£-£, )t



BY T4I8 IT IS SEEN THAT THE MODULATED WAVE CONSISTS OF THE NARRIER, PLUS TWO SIDE
CALDS WHOSL FREQUANCIES ARE THE SUM AND DIFFERENCE, RESPECTIVELY, OF THE CARRIER
AMD MODULATING FREQUEXNCY,
14, KEFOREy IN CROUICH'S EXAWPLE, T+t BAND WIDTE SHOULD HAVE BEEN BOOO CYCLES
ABOVE"- AMD 8000 CYCLES BELOW THE CARRIER FREQUENCYs
SEEY
PS. I DARE YOU TO PRINT THIS LETTER., ###

Sgte Ricerdo Wilsen will
now enlighten us from
somewhere in the Filley-
pines,

Deer recepient:

Being by nature a person inclired to do es ¥ittle work as possible, eith-
er fisical or mental, I'm going to send one copy of this t4 Speer, who wrote the
Faneyclopedia, and one to Burbee, representing those who published it, My overeall

comment on the work is one of pleasure and gratification., It provides in permanent
form, in one place, a staggering amount of information about the fan world, Cert-
ainly it is not an impartial view, but on the whole it is a fair one, I think it id
tne first tangible monunent we've had, and one to which any serious work of refere-
nce or history will have to refer in the future, Minor corrections and comments are
as Tollows:

Fage 40: The Futurian liouse in existence before its inhabitants meved to
the Ivory Tower was not at 306 W 213 St, which sounds like Kornbluths old address,
but somewhere in Brooklyn:4tn 5t, I think it was, thercly inaccessable except by
beby, tns Exploding Ford....The good-will tour never touched Maine. And I never
used the expression "Gewp", That svunds like an invention of the devil, Tucker.

Page 51: The oldsmobile was not named Jr,, but Jenny. The name was nung on by
its previous owners, and stuck.
Page 59: Mell, tne Science Fiction Kews letter, was
nicknemed by Llmer Perdue, not Ackerman. At Jeast I first heard it from Elmer; I
concede tnat ne may have picked it up from the Ack.

I object to thc fact that little
known, nonstandard abbrevictions, sucn ss "usw" and"ktp", aro often used, but not
defined, You may not be G&C kierriam,_ Speer, but we are not omniscisnt, i

1 came across
o. sort of Thorne Smithean "Qutward Bound" over here. The novel is called "The Wench
Vias wickedy and is by Gilbert anstruther;Peter Huston, publishers, Sydney,1944,
After & bit of murder and adulteryy tnere is a scene in a reilway station which is
full of otnor peoplcs wives and husbands, Grecks, Bulgarians, and an all sveing
loudsvenker, The train these souls ars wniting for i- bound for Hell, presumably,
The author is quoted in a protest roading:"1 wished to title this book *Why Not
Bash The Bitchy' but my publishers, a notably unimeginative and humorless gang of
thugs, would not hear of it," .
das enyone tracked down a book called "Serreant Terry
Pulle idis Ideas on War and Fighting in General", by Terry Bull (Col. Wm H Triplet)?
It contains chapters titled"Grenade, Hand, Fragmentation, M-19, 1949," "The Roving
Boys of 1949," and other chronicles of war with the unees which will take pleace
in 1949-50, It's published by The Infantry Journal, Washington, DC,.
The following
bit of trivial info is for the peculiar collector who would be what Speer calls a
completist, A supernatural short-short story, "Stronger Than Death", by Cap$. A. C.
Pollard, V@, MC, DCi, appears in Splashes, an undated shilling magazine published by
We J, lartin, State Building, 49 larket St, bydney. It's not reccomended, but some
uisguided compiler might like to make a note of the item,

Seems to me Speers oblit-
erine, or stencil corection fluid, would work perfectly if he'd first rub the word
to be corected with a blunt instrument, such as the end of an automatic pencil or
paper clip, thus smoocning the wax solid egain before apnlying the fluid, then
weiting fifteen seconds for it to dry before retyping. I do this every day on sten-
cils of combat mission reports going out of this offce, and it works perfectly, evon
in this ruinous climate,

How that the suropean fracas is kaput, many of the fan gentry

4



frow tint .heuter snould L returning to 'the states, either for keeps, or enroute
to the Pueific. I imugi-o there'll be som:s hot times in LA and various ether reun-
ion centers, If wuny of the chorccetors get to tais particular Phillipine, loock me up
tnd wo'll chin some about the good old days. One of the men in my squadron is o one
time neighbor, ncme of larson, of Cliffor¢ D. Simaks, who was always writing thesc
"erezy stories," If anyomo has any copies of Simaks pieces, larse'd like to see
them for old times soke, Over here you recd anything, is his filosofy.

Thats all, brethren.#HH

Don Jeclbort comunicates from
Wonchisdown, Mess,

To Burbees Successor:
The Rogers litho cover for Shangri-L'affeires #25 is a superb job,

Teke tnat sentence for its froce wvnlue, fellow; I mean every word of it, The job

is superb for two rnther unorthodox rensons. Not becausc it is artisticaly porfect-

a true artist ecoud doubtlussly find many details in it that areo poor- but deeause

it puts me in o half nostalgiec mood, It induces nostelgin besause of one outstende

ing faet: pructically every single detail in the picture is reminlscent of the ch-
nractoristic style of some science-flction nrtist,

Toke, for exemple, the fisure of
ths cringing little fellow with the big head., He, alone, reminds me of several
artists works, The hcad resembles one of tho PpRl alien-reco-members that used to
appcar so often in the old "Wondors", It is also similar to tne work of Leydon-
frost thaet ran for a time in "Planet} and the Jay Jacksons definitely pulpish il1l-
ustrations that formerly (dis)graced the pages of "Fantastic Adventures", The body
could have been drawn by either Bgk or Dolgovs the position it is in reminds me of
& Scnnegman illo in an old "Astounding". .

The figure of the girl is also a compoe
site of several artists styles, Her face suggests Juliap Krupa's work for the Pal-
mer Pubs, and Fipnlavs "horrofied women" on tne covers of FFile The costume she wo-
ars , for a very apparent reason, reminds me of the Berges covers on "TWS" & "S5";
and her figure, of the work of Joe¢ Sgmon & Jack Kirdby that appeared in one or two
issues of "Marvel Stories". The gun is a"Flash Gordon-isB" affair; the folds in
her skirt (v) are done in o characteristic Bok way.

The (1) treec (2) monstrosity

(3) BeM (take your pick) looks like something droumed up either by Dolgzov or Fax

(the letters illustrations are being run currently in "Weird Tales") .

Thod background
is strictly from liesso, and the picture taken as a whole meminds me of nfone bet-
ter then Leo liorey! -

Whether or not Rogors intended the picture to be representive
of so many artists styles is pretty doubtful, But I dont particularly think that
ho meant it to be a definite takeoff on sf art as a whole. 'Teny rate, I find it
amusing to ramble tnrough the thing at rendom and pick out the various parts of
it that are wholly eor partly familier to me,

Maybe Alva stumbled onto somethimg~the
picture could be a lavish joke of his, played on us un-suspecting non LA fans,

Or
then again, maybe I'm just an over-observant, loud-mouthed adolescent with a cr-
aving for distinction.

Could be. ##
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Forrey tole me there'd be times like this., What the hell am I supposed to do
with these empty spaces, anywayr I wish you fans would be more considerate and
writé leters tnat wouldn't leave about ten lines of vacumn at tie botom of a
page. L tried to got Kepner to do a ten line pome for a filer but he started
thinking about it, as I was afraid he would, I think I'1ll try my hanfl at blank
verse: Light was she

light as down
softly descending
flop.
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