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This is the stdéry of francis T lLanely! ‘the ‘fan-loving Laney, Laney
the gay, the .innocent, the heartless, filled with the sadness and sor-
row &nd Jjoy of the young, crammed with the ineffable 1lilt of youth....

Towner was not always like that. No, indeed. At one time he was
wild, tempestuous, rising to towering rages at no‘'provocation, a titan
of irascibility. Maybe you remember him that way'.

He's different now. 4 changed man. Not the same at all. He's
just like I said in the first paragraph. I will explain the miracle.

I saw this character some years ago and said to myself that here
was & fine upstanding hulk of a man who could be developed into such
as described in paragraph one.

Now, after all these years, the subtle influences of my delightiul
personality have worked their wonders. Towner is no longer irascibvple,
loud, ruthless, vindictive, and all those other things. He is as calm
and normal and kind as anybody you'll see this side of the pale.

My subtle personality has wrought these changes in this man. I
taught him to laugh. I taught his heart to wear wings. I weaned him
away from fandom, lest he drown in its murky backwaters. I weaned him
away from fantasy, lest he be lost in outer space. I gave (or lent )
him a sense of humor. The things he says now are as fuanny as the
things I say. They are often the same things.

It struck him all at once. He was plunging along, lost in thought,
when he stopped short, as though he'd hit a wall. His eyes jerked wide
and he turned to me and said, "You've made a man out of me, by God."

I complimented him on his sharpness in-perceiving it.

"My God," he said. "You came to my rescue. There I was, lost to
the world, sinking deeper into fandom--it must have started when you
cause me to drop Acolyte, without refunding the subscription money....
your subtle curative powers have traced lines of true pover on my
brain...Here I am, free.! free! Do you hear? JFree! And you were the
cause of itjalll"

I shrugged. "Oh, it was nothing."

"Oh, but it was!" cried & Towner Laney, the free. "You saved me
from a fate worse than death. You are my guru, my messiah, .my savior:"
His eyes were shining with worship.

Oh hell, Laney," I said. "Come to your senses."

"But you saved me from fandom!'™ he cried. "Now I want to be just
like you. You saved me from fandom and its horrors. You are my God."

"You may be right," I said, "but I hate this adulation. After
all, I'm only human,"I said. "Or am 17

"Guru! laster!" Laney cried, in an ecstasy of realization and
self abasement as he round himself in the Presence.

"God, laney," I said. '"Wake up.. Come to your senses. Tell you
what. I hate to see you with this mad mood oa you. Run off to the
cesert somewhere and commune with the firmament---"

"Which You made!" he cried.

"---commune with nature and so forth until you have seen the Ligh'
of Infinite Power and Peace and YWill. Go forth, my son."

"I willi"he cried. "I will!l"

And he did. He went to Palm Springs next day and took a woman
with him. .

---Charles Burbee



CONCERNING
EXTRA-SENSORY
PERCEPTION

.bV ARTHUR COX

AUTHOA'S NOTS: 1've becen interected in telepathy, lo!l
these muny years---I'm eishteen nov---and recently I vas
seized with the m.id desire to tell whot I lkneu (or thourht
I kney) about the subject, s3 on the i.telul day of March
13 I made an address belfore the La3S. .4t the time I con-
sidered the whole nmess o flon hecause I hecame conused
and omitted several »nortions but I was enthusiastically
a$surei bty one <nd all thet . they enjoyed it sreatly. Hou-
ever, to most or the niembers the discussion which Iollaved
the s.eech eclizsed the speech itsels and Jev people seened
to remembder much of what I saic; their ajnreciation of it
came <“rom the.fact that it gave them a chance T2 ex ress
some ¢f their own views on the suhject. The fact that
they were little impressed by ny idecs mey partly stem
from my manner of presentation and partly, also, Zrom the
fact that they were not so terribhly origzinal as I con-
sidered them. S0 I am glad at this point I'm presented
with still another chance to blow oFfF a little steam even
if my arm - still hurts where 3urbee twisted it.

I Zirst became acquainted with "psychic phenomena while attending
& little eountry school of about 70 »Hupils about eight years ago. On
rainy afternocons the bus which drove us from school to home and vice
versa was always rather slovw in arriving so our only recourse was to
stay insicde and nlay games until it came. Iventually our sujply ol
cames hecame ezhausted so our urithmetic ancd Science teacher intro-
duced a new one to us: Some snall ohject was hidden somewhere ahout
the room and a.Hlindfolced pupil was brouent in Zrom ocutside and stooc
in the center of the room. It yas then the aim o7 the other students
£9 guice him--by sim>ly thihkziny about it--to where the object was
hicéden. The zame was a combination o7 blind man's hufif and pin-the-
tzil-on-the-donkkey. We tried many variations and it was soon dis-
ggvergd_thgt,remarkable arosress could he made when I ané a close
friend worked together. ~ (The Zriend': name was Judd. as I see it
now he vas something 27 a moron. ~I've zlways had somewhat unconscious
moroniphilic tendencies. I fet alonz swell with the members orf the
club.)

ODur arithmetic teazher thoucht it was a little too remarkable.
She accusel us 0] having viorkec out some sort o0 signal system 2l-
thoush she oucht to heve known Hetier--one coulén't have worked out
anythine with Jwdd. (She was a rather Zunny teacher come to think
of it. The girls o. the class used to tell her dirty jokes but she
could always go them one better.)



Due to a certain admiration received from my classmates I con-
ceived a special interest in the subject, so tha* I was habltudlly re-
questha friends to aid me in "experiments"-~-"guessing games", if you
wish. I soon found that I had acauired a renutation of being "psychic
but' this was due more t> my zeal than to any skill I possessed. Most
of my results were mediocre if not-downright poor; I did have one out-
stand success. or certain reasons ny parents found it expedient to
hoard my brother and me out so my mother put an advertisement in the
local pader. In a moment o sneculation I made the statement that
the laéy who answered the ad would be fat, have nlack hair which she
é¢id aup in & knot, that she lived in a two-story house and that her
first name was Lvelyn. Two hours later two difierent women had &an-
swered the ad, one fitting the description exactly. My reputation
was assured for awhile,

I'nis éidn't exactly fit ilnto that with which I had been acquain-
ted with vefore but that didn't bother me much. At the time I didn't
even know there was such a word as "telepathy", only that there was
something or the other that was in some ways similar to hoping anc
praying.

4t that time my sxmple but numerous experiments incluced ocard-
zuessing games, Hlind man's buif and a guessing hide-ani-seek game.
Vhen 1 began to bore the other kids and the zdults told me to stop
nestering them I turned to my little cousins. I had three at that
time and they ran from ages oiF a Jew months up to nearly four years.
I thought the two eldest did very well when they wouléd cooperate.
Howevor it didn't last long. ZHResultse fell off the minute the 6ecxced
it wasn't fun any longer.

Pue to these disappointments I decided to do ny own experimenting.
On Saturday eveninzs my parents were in the habit of going to town
leaving my brother and me «t home. 10 make esure my mother brought
home the Funny »napers I tried telepathy. first I used the method most
people call telepathy: I simply thousht over ané over "3ring home the
funnies, oring home-the fuanies, bring home--ete" I soon became con-
vinced that a much better mecthod was visaalization (I didn't call it
that). I simply visualized my mother walking up to the stand, takirg:
a dime ocut of hor purse and ~iving it to the man as she took a paper
0. f the rack. I was satis?ied with this £or awhile but I soon stum-
hled onto what is to2 me a much better method, i.e., "duplication.”" ‘I
prctendeéd to he my mother. 1 dretended 'Lt was me walking un to the
stand, that I was the onc taking the dime #£rom my pursc =znd giving
it to the paperman «nl my hand which was $tseking the papcr off the
stand.

I remember I wes vory cxcited with the idea at the time huat
apparcntly I h.d cxhausted <ll the interest which the subjoect could
hold rfor me at that time Zor I lost intercst. I éidn't think of it
again till about thrce yoals latecr when in the course of my recacding I
ran across alecxis Carrcll's boodk, kan, the Unknown. The book itsels
wae s pucrile that I gagred scvcral times ~nc G;rxell'° suggestions
concerning teclepathy were in keepding with the book's best traditions.,
Quoting from memory, *vwWhat we call our minds &rc merely Iragments of
a much greeter consciousncess which cxtonds outside of our nlanc of
percention. These grout picccs of cons¢iousncss arc moving and rloat-
ing about slowly like a picece of seaweed attached to a rock. Sometimes
these huge chunks collicde with one another and when this hanpens the
phenomenon we know as telepathy takes place.t




Thourh'l had no better -thedry ts orrer I distrusted this one
freatly--so I started looking dor 2ne of my own. In a flash of brill-
‘iant inspiration it occurred . to me that perhans there was a physio-
logical as well as a psychological hasis tor telepathy. .I couldn't
find a vitamin which caused telepathy so-I started looking for &
..Srecific glané. Another mistake. I ran across several interesting
iceas. The pineal gland, for instance, was once called by philosophers
"the seat of the soul". It is a small reddish organ, an outgrowth of
the third ventricle of the brain. - About puberty it changes from glan-
culsr to fibrous tissuwe. It has several kznown functions. The thymus
£lad is also.a quite dominant one in the pre-puberty child but its
exact purpose has always remained rather vagué to many physiologists.

1t is to be noticed that necrly every glad in the human body is
either smeller or relatively smaller after puberty. I had already
noticed that pre-nuberty chiléren made the best telenaths so this fact
nleased me. Looselv speaking, ohe might say that we have traded our
“televathic - potentizlities or sex. They tell me it was a good bargain.

ivout this time 1 became aware 3f the marvelous interccting abil-
ities of the glands. -From -interacting glads. it vvas but a step to the
org.nism-as~g~waole. I was slightly famxlar with Korzywski's formul-
ations but I had not yet reud his book although 1 had read several
other books-on Semantics: after van Vogt's excellent World of 4 was
published I made it & point to get the beok so that now I feel 1 huve
at. least a faint ecomprehension of the workings of the nervous eystem.
One fact should have struck me, however, which did not until I he«rd
van Vogt's ‘speech at the Pueificon. Van Vogt mentioned the thalamus
and its funetion of resction to stimuli. . It fidally dawned. upon me
that telepathy, too, must he a functlan of the thalemus, since it must
obviausly. be conbxdered a stimuli.  This gounds rather elementary but
the fact bears several structural imnlications not noticeable &t rirst
glance. The aristotelian word "mind" bears with it certain false
structural implieations: the phrase “nervous system" is a true-to-
- reality term involving imnliecations of enviro-genetic inflaences and
stimnli and reactions to that stimuli, etc.

At the bases of all languaces there lie certain metaphysical
assumnt ions--assumptions formulated by nrimitives ana savages who had a
very {alse and indistinct picture of the world id which they lived.
These false assumptions still form the hasis 0of ‘the symhols which we
predominately use in our thinking; words,., How can we make any Drogress
in any subject as long as these assumbtions hinder and confuse us? All
sciences which have audvanced in any great manner have had to formulate
langnages of structure different than that we use indaily life.
("3oientists!' use hig words.) The main scientific language is called
"mathematics”. If any prozgress is to be made in the study of "extra-
gensory-nerception”™ it . must be made from a X, semantiz point of view.

At about “the time I.was becoaxng aware. of the abore I was concuct-
ing experiments with a young man (about 25) named Peter Ten Broeck
Runk. %Ye both worked at the same place and had lots of létsure time to
dowith as we wished. ¥e had exhausted all ather-topics of conversat-
ion and so it turned to telesathy.

On the first day 1 concentrated on & number: -45. -He saig, '"45".
(The numbers viere from 1-100.) I was elated. I concentrated on ano-
ther number: 72. . He safd, "72". 1 was elabed. We didn't try any
more that-dag. -So far we had a percentage of 100% ané didn’t want to



gpoil it. The second¢é day we tried 10 numvers. 8 were from 1 to 100--
he cot five cor.-ect--two were from 1 to 20--he 795t them both correct.
(In these tests I was doing the " sending” and Pete the "receiving." I
always was a hell of & receiver.) On the third day we tried 20 numbers

grom 1-20. He rot them all wrong. He hadn't been feeling goof that
8Y e

1-dida't get to do many more with him as, since we didn't heve
much to é¢o, he was laid off,.

With various other peosle I was cryling "ecard-guesslng cames”.
These cames were very glmple. e woulé simoly take a deek of playing
cards end hold the deck face down while drovplne the hottom cards one
by one onto the table ton asg the suhject called o f what he thought
the gymbols on the iace a7 toe carcs were. I noticed somethin- rather
peecnliar: 4 person would not «lways call off the card helng éropped
but often the card vefore it or the card hehind it. Ordinarily, decks
used in tests of this sort are made unp of only twenty-five cards con-
taining only iive different symbols. I I had heen usline this -type of
ceck I never would have noticed this ofdd fact since guessing the rol-
lowinge er preceding card would have been a common happenine, but when
you are using cdecks o 52 cards, each one °f which is different, you
cet suspicious alter a certain length ol time,

I came to & conclusion somethine like this: "Cllairvogance" is not
bound to the special space-tlme area; in fact, Lt never Is. ‘uhen a
person "guesses" the symbol on the face of & card turned away Ffrom him
he is not perceiving its_surZface through some mysterious rorm OF rac-
iations escaping from Lts surcace, he 1S merely prophesying what the
experimenter Ls going to tell him the card waS when the experiment is

finished! A case of extra-temporal perception}

(EXZEvans has nointed out to me that Dr Saol o1 the 3ritish Psycai-
cal Society has come to similar conclusions--a fact unknown to me--
hased on results of experiments he has conduoted over a period of 90O
years!)

At last T felt I had really dug ny teeth into something. 1 hegan
a few experiments using myself and others to "guess" the unseen con-
tents ol -locked drawers dbut they were so unsuccessful I gave up Hother-
ine with them. There have been many cases clted in which neonle were
able to list the contents of a drawer--com™s, paers, etc.~-anc the
nosltions 0f the objects without ever seeing them except arfter the
drawer was opened to see how hlgh their score was:

Some peorle ask what the difiference is hetween telepathy and
clairvoyance. Some psychic researchers answer that "telepathy takes
olace hetween two (or-more) people ané that clalrvoyance is a phenom-
endn in which only one verson is involved." Lileen J. Garrett, the
hichly neurotic authoress of Telepathy, In Sewrch of.a Iost Faculty,
says "eclalrvoyance cmploys symbiolosy while telepathy does not." This
is true by deflinition. Ii you say that clalrvoyance is symbolical then
any psychical phenomena employing symhols is clairvoyance as far as you
are concerned. However we are not interestec so much in éefinitions as
in the objective, un-speakahle processcs we label "clalrvoyance™ and
"telepathy," -

iy Cefilnltion of the differences would start like ‘this; "Clairvoy-
ance is not restricted to & narsow shace-time area as is telepathy.
Telepathy takes place hetween two people and clalrvoyance hetween one
vorson.” . I'11l exnlain the “"bhetween". Due to the inadequacics oc our



false-to-fact language people are staticists; they insist in thinking
that -objects, people, etec., are static and the same from one moment to
the next. Leibnitz's rfamous equation proves this false. It concludes
1l at; 2 1 atpe (Z means "is not.") Therefore, "telepathy" and "clair-
veyance" are two different terms applied to what is principally one
Phenomenon.

. All this, though, coes not explain just what the strance energy
is that makes this pnossible. Tet's look at the facts. What types of
people make the hest telepaths? Gould, who is one 9% the chief cam-
palgners acainst telepathy, states that the overwhelming maiority of
membhers of »sychical societies are neurotics and it has been pointed
out many times that people of low intelligence apparently make the
best telepaths as well as young children. llorons without enough cor-
tical cdevelopment to hincer the telepathic functions of their thalamus
ané neurotics with their hyper-sensitivity; small chiléren with their
as yet uncdeveloped nsrvous systems.-

It ties in! Judd, my chilédhooé Ifriend, was to-all practical pur-
poses a moron anéd Pete was highly neuarotic. (Perhaps you're wondering
about me? In my youneers years I was & dull, personality-less hoy.

At the nresent time I'm a hell of a telepath.)

All of this, however, tells us very little about telepathy itself.
Just how cdoes it work? The first assumption would be to say that it's
something like radiz. 3But is it? Have you ever tuned in your radio
and got next week's Bob Hape show? Yet the telepathic energy can
apparently accompllsh just that. Radios reteive sigrhals emitted by a
sender at approximately the same ‘time but the nervous system can re-
celve signals emitted by itself at a later date. Perhaps you might
say that they have simply not tried to develop radios which could
accomplish this. Granted, the human organism does radiate, but don't
let anyone tell you that an electroeqceﬁhlograph measures "bLrain
waves". It doesn't. It measures change in electrical skin potential.
(See C. Juéson Herrick's Thinking Machine, Chapter XIII) In all fair-
nexx, I must mention that 1n Sclence anH“Sanlty, Chapter IX, Korzyhski
states "-~-rapidly growing wegetable Or animal tissue emits some sort
of invisible radiation Which can stimuLate the growth of living tissue
with which it is not in contact. He goes on to tell of experiments
with onion roots and turniy tips which coulé vastly accelerate the
growth of other vegetables when placed near them.

We shonld try to find some other answer. The ahove mentioned
types of peonle all have one nervous funetion-in common--similariza-
tion.,. Primitive, infantile, an¢ unintegrated organisms notice, ex-
agearate and even invent similarities while doing their »est to dis-
regard differences.  Chiléren and morons might »e defined as primarily
thalamic creatures ané the thalamus is the mechanism for similarization
while the cortex, "seat of intelligence", is the anparatus for differ-
entiatiopn. So perhans similarity »lays a part in the picture.

Van, Voet's similarity principle mentioned in World of X’lmpressed‘
me greatly The principle goes "~-When two energies are “similar to a
twenty cecimal aJJrOleathn the greater will bricge the gap to the
lesser seemingly instantane ous but at a finite speed." I m=de an ex-
tensive search.through physical science and epistemdological text-books
but found nd similar statement although there are & great many sus-
nicious hints, vague formulations, etec., particularly in P.W. 3ridce-
man's The Logic of Modern Physics. I found no statement contradicting



it. I have a stronz susricion that i: van Vogt Zabricated the "law"
he is very -close to & genuine, natwral one.

ferhaps there is some shecial sort of sinilarization that en-
ahles such a high ap roximation to take place that a Flow oif energy
from nervous system to another is attained. Please remember that
when T felt I was doing my best with telenathy I was pretendins to He
the »nerson whom I was tryin- to contact as in the case o ny mother
and the Suanday funnies.

To zonclude this rather adhreviated article: I. any progress
is to he made in the ~ielc of axtra-sensory »percention it must he
concucted .rom a 4, semantic stanéroint. There is a great Ceal to he
learned. .. gre.t ceu.l will “e learned. ’loweve:r, it is doubtful thet
Lan will ever He a race of tele aths--perhaps Homo Slan, but never
Homo Sapniens.

NO CTIME LIKE THE FUTURE
F J ACKERMAN 358 Sorver PLLAr SR

unless you nave already...

‘In 1895 H. G. Wells imagined a time machine;.in 1949 Rupert
Swisher built one. .

It is a long while since I read Yells' romance of the Chronic
Argonauts, anéd 1 forget just how rar forward they ventured--a million
years or more?-- pretty near to the end of time, I think.

Rupert Swisher was fully as venturesom, but his 'erude and complex
chronicar was capable of penetrating the iuture no farther than five
years. 7his, he reasoned, would be enoigh. 3By 1954 time-travel
principles should be uncerstood sufficiently that he could move ahead
say 25 years in an improved model. ’

And in the year 197¢, or thereabouts, he should bhe ahle to rind
a time-machine ca»nable of trans)orting him a hundred years ahead.
After that, the leaps into posterity should hegin to multiply by the
thousands.

Zinstein would be engrossed by an explanation 57 the operation of
Swisher's time-machine, but I ajru™»t that it could be uncerstood by you
or me, 8> I will pass it by. Suifice it to say that the "autimeobhile"
moved its inventor 'round the clock as a motor car drives a person up
the ' block. -at the normal rate it would take him 12 hours to »nroceed
from rioon to midnight, but he could -speed that up as a pedestrian may
cover miles in minutes by stepping into an auto or plane.

S0 Swisher sat in his hermetically sealed time-traveler and gave
it the juice, ané¢ five years »nHasseld as fast as a two week honeymoon.
I do not mean to impdly that he fell asleen and dreamel this; it
really ha_.pened. He found himsell in approximately 1¢54.

Cnly the earth was not arouné, ané this was very disconcerting,
as you may well imagine, as most of us like to keep at least one oot



on the ground. Sorehow 3wisher seemed to have gotten transported in
space as well as time. [here he hung, like a gnat at night in the
Yankee 3tadiom, an¢ all arounéd him was the super silent, increcinly
black gulf o:f interplanetary emptiness.

Then he ¢id a double take. The largest‘body in the sky was--
Satarn! ' -

3aturn anpearec to be about as rJar away as the moon, if one Vere
7iewing our satellite Irom earth.

Wait a minute!

That was the moon!

—_—

What was it doing with a ring arouné it?

Jhen 3wisher dropped back to autumn of 1¢51 and stopped and
bought a newspacer, he learned the explanation of the lunar phen-
omendn in the headlines: ATC.IGTUDDON AT HAND.

That ring arouné Luna was what vsed to be the earth, folks,
belore it was blown up» by atom bombs and became a hat band for the
lwARn in the Loon.

Doc 3wisher never told angnody anout his autimeobile; he just
got in it, and set it for reverse, and éicdn't stop till he'd heen
transported back to the 19th Century. 1690, to be exact.

3ack to the Good 0ld Days.

/////////////////////_////////////////////////////////////////////////

' il s In which most of the letters have
L_E l W—F:Fi(; . beeen substantially padded in order
i ey to fill up sSpace.

gporge Uhey, 4766 Seinhardt, QOaklaad £, lali?.:" Deer one and only--
1 thot it was a pretty smart icea to write you & letter on your o'n
typer in your own flat Hec.use I save & stam) this way. 3ut youar
typer has acute schizophrenia, an@ your little boy has a tall and
Isobel won't let me read your mails

ifell .you wanted me to write you a
letter on Shanrsri laflaires, well, didn't you? This last issue (it
is the last issué) is notahle to my mind (it is my mind) Jor the word
"Ashley" whizh recurs <orty (40) times. I counted. Ihe man .ashley
1s the subject of one edit orial, two articles and provides the blov
in the blow by b»low account of club activities. Not that I object to
any of this, it is your mag (it is your meg) but people are likely to
think thet the man ashley has a holé on you.

The news that the I..5.4/3
flatlancders are, in part, homosexual leaves me vlank. I wish I could
summon up» a stroang reaction and a trenchant comment but the elfort is
beyoné me. Tike this: ZIskimos consider rotten rfish a delicacy, hduse
flies fly bvackwarc when they leave the zround, salt sorinkled on



noison o%ak will also> sterilize the soil, and Le Jourveoiser's real

name is not that »ut Henri and most Caristmas tree ornaments used to

be made in Germany. ané half of the L.3M are sexually adnormal. all

of which is a roundadout way ol sayinﬁ 'so what?' This kind or thing

in the Li3#S is only relevant to lt 8 customary irrelevancy. .are you
confused too?

Javn Jockroft, 4 ''inship dve., 3an arselmo, Oalif.: ...Shaggy 736.
Ilost intriguing ish...er-~that bit by ».T.L. Quite an enlightening
commentary. However, judging from what I saw when I attended the
Paci’icon, I'm halways inclined to sice in with Ashley. The rest of
the ish vas OK except .or the gaping hcle maée by the absence ol =3C
(Ackermzn's dream ¢id not make u» this loss, sad to say.) The
letter section was up to var an¢ with the editorial mace u» the cream

of the ish. '/ill send the latest 3tell as sodn as I can get the
energy tn assemble them.

Tom Jewett, 670 George, JlyCe, Ohio: Shannri-l'iffaires came ané was
mildly horrible. Only good thines were Laney, Condéra, an¢ the edi-
torial, in that orcer. 3urbee, c©ld man, you are slipping.

Avans' Tfiction awful. Zditorial good, »ot not up *o standarés.
Ianey beantiful! (Hey, don't misundcrstand that, chum!.) Ietter
section smelled -- ALL of it! _.ven my letter. Bir Tucker is out of
his depths. He should:-stieck to humor. »Ja andé his dream was Hetter
tran most éreams, and his puns were welcome in their absence. 3urbeeld
un Li34MS minutes, quite good. Keep it up, burb ol' man.

You want slogans? Hmmri. 2ow about: "Tae 'zine that DaRID to be
dif lerentil" No?
How about: "The 'zine that's untouched by human hands'"

Gilbert JCochran, 3ox 535, Claremore, Okzla: Dear 3urb: Shangri-
ITAlfaires ,56, shows itself definitely: -as having climbed the ladder
nf naked sword blades. ané it has suarvived those naked blades. 1o
live on the top line, of fandomania.

That Girl with the 7ery mucddy, and ordured eyes: by 30b Tucker.
The »oor Dear. The (little watchers of the OLD HAG) See everything
she does. They sendé hundreds ol revorts, about her every day. To
the central headquarters, of the Cld Hag.

The reports are all studied over. And every 'time a renort shows,
she has cot even a little bit ahead. The evil magic of the 0ld Hag.
At once puts her bvack, into the derths of mental agony.

Happy magic to One’ and One 's -2als, to ward off the: little
watechers. :

L. .. laclnnes, €77 N Thirg St. ., i.em~his, Tean: Dear Charles: The
cuorrent issue 3f_SH4a0Y is an to fhe usual nar. 4s Jor Laney's well-
¥ritten article ~ I find it hord to Helieve, nut everyone to his own
taste. I Shink the remaining 40, shoulé adopt a new slogan Tor the
Lad3MS - to wit:

"LaT'S GLT IN THI GROOVELT

The cover was z2o0d. 3Bill must have a »drocigious storehouse of
ideas. It wasn't u> to some of his other superb worlk, though. Lé&i-
torial centinued the consistent excellence of past efforts. Ilissed
Ackcident's cornedlumn, bat 3140 NI7 YORK ¢id well in it's stead.
TH.) HIDPCH-AIKIER was well worth the space. JUST A 1. INUMLY very ioonya
(i.e. references to comings and goings o7 lLir. Ashley.) - - we laughed
and laauched and laughed and laughed..... Ditto on Condra's niece.
Ietter section informative as always. GIRXRL WITH THE 03383 1 think was
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the best thing in the issue, with the »Hossible excestion of the a:ore-
mentionec editorial which was thought - orovokin® inceed.

=nclosed find ad copy to run in dhazgy. You will note th.t it
ls not at all intricate, ané that there is no art work to sweat out.

VD ‘ N'LI% THY “M33¢ 13800 08 104

c-f_.Tr.f\ 0 J\ : Ji J\/j _/‘\ \l \\J __,J{ 23R 0O

CCVORS Tor'v5
’N LT DIABOTTIAT PAN7IND e
SEND NG THIN SITVSR #UR A fRIAI CUBY 70
D.iv T:alINN.3 €77 N. THIRD ST. L.EMPHIS, TOINN.
lir Carter, 865 20th .ve 3., St Jetersburgs 6, JMorida; Dholly: Shagzy
arrived in jlg-time, Ior which I am duly pnleased. ovover Was fair...
I didn't get the fantasy angle at once. Tie «lee€tle men didn't show

.up so well...all I saw were them overgrown pigeons flapping absently

around ((they depicted a scene from the cditorial)). Bditorial--
sheaking of Ealry chess, 'I recently invented & form of chess mysel<Z.

- Yep. I call mxne 'Atomlc Chess' -you play three -.games and you deto-

nate.

along with the conventional Pleces, AtomLG Chess has the "Rocket"
which sitS on the sldelines until it's used to strike a piece off. It
can pick anybody off and can only be.used once,

Then there's the "Pile" which is Tilled with gunvowder. It doesdt
move, it just sits..there on the board until the ZIuge Hurns down, and
then explodes, destroying all nearby pieces. .The suspense oI wonder-
ing whén 'the "2ile" -will explode adls to the game. It says here.

Another ducky:»iece is the "lleutron". .This can Me aimed in any
direction and can travel {or five seuares only. All pieces on those
scuares are pickeéd oif;.they then travel Zor two squaes in any dir-
eetion; striking anyhody o772 on those squares. Chain reattion, y'kno.

530 much rfor atomic Chess. ; - -

Shag~>y wuz pretty good. Lvan's item was mediocrewt.: jest a filler
no doant. The rest was amuSLho and interesting..'snecially Tucker's
Two-pager, Which was amoJozin' )ut con’opzin'. I cuess I should have
read THZ CIRI J/ITH TH: :1:UDDY Y3, since this wuz ohviously a satire
on dt.

letter sectLOn... 02¢. Lookxs like we have another V&I, here.

Egrzg_hgggpld, 1500 (Stlverlen® .ve., 3urlington, Iowa: Tear Burb,
The green paper is-godd ior artwork, mayne, oHut I don't like reading
on-it. -GZspecially . I hate to jums <rom one color to another in the
middle_oﬁ an article. It seems to be hard on my emotional stabllity.

I'd like more Dictures lile the ac ror Heophyte. The girl cheers
me ujp, alter readine a flock o more or less boring. ltrs Or maybe
they aren't.horinz; mayve they just drive me nuts. ‘Pake Joghrun's
gaggy sentence structure. 1.y nerves are too delicate. 7dir that sort
0i thing; every neriod mace me jump hecause it was g0 premature. I
suppose the spellin~s and the misuse oI words vere also devices to
drive Shagay readers insane.. The telegrarn style used hy Stewart 1
can stand;. it is short and to the »oint: but, " Tlhat anyone who stud-
fes the woré »ictures, anc¢ other macer," an¢ other "sentences" leave
leave me screamine.

laney's article 'on I.33 fans is evidently Zanciful. - I think it
1§ a gool slgn that we can speak lightly o. homosexuality these days.
Our mental health isan’'t so baé in some quarters. .l.y Tather would he
horrirTied at reading the article, Hut most ud us agree that homosex-

uality is.a matter indirferent in eifects .on either 'social or individ-



ual welfare. ;

AS to éream interpret.tions, it should be remenmhered that they
¢epend u-on the mentzl associations 2. the .one who (ié the dreaming.
Also. the »psycho.nalysts have done thelir work vith neu otics--that is,

those who are more Lla'wntly nedrotic than ve are. 3esides, they re-
fuse to study.the wiork of ohjectivist psycholosists and insist on ex=
plainin~ what tbey rlnc,oyzfneD:JZLnﬂ with their gwn concepts, so that
the ’reucians:con't ledys keen theLL 7eet on the ground.

! .A ,' S

Gilhert Joc%run does a douhle ‘eature: Zear 3urb. after perusing

u?OlObl 76 Al «shley Hy L. . Toney, 1n shangri 1 1 thourht: "so--1
fhe {ans who 6eipn, to sené the ¢ oucht viaves. enerated b their
cerebral mind cells. .re really growing Jrom their brows: lacic seals,

which will ransom the freedom, 0 T.X.5...5.

Those who peruse 3Shanari 1'. faires, can reel their heels trod, a
.pavement ol - harnS““*Growxng frem -the- a»wzsv.ag_ﬂne g_who . as-they
scurry along the curvs. 4bout their dailey &’ LaLres. Live thelir:
thought life,.in a sphere of wdrd DJictures. rinted by editors and
eritics; who love to write cderozatory rpnarks. Sush as.y " The ''atchers
-01r the 0lé Hag are deivated again, .»s their gaze Jinds a well ‘known
Slan editor. lLeacing Lea.5.8.3, 'in tae path created by a fallacy."

hat I am tryine to say i§ this: " e elementery idea is that the
orbit, of modern life. Is in an elliptic 2  nuclear f£ission, and

snatial radios 1. laney in his article in Shangri L'G€. '3hows the

power cof the first ordinal eccentricity. ./hich 'is o course outsicde,
the elementary idea of the ellintic. .
In other words , there are worc¢ integers, ané ordéinal terms. In

the science 5f thought 1ife. That :Sorm a maze -ih the sciéncze * o2 cal-
culation.. Any way after oerusing 1r L:uney's worcés.: I «e more able to
balance my mental ecuilibriom. On the comet like :lash, o an eccent-
cricity. .
I also think that the L.._.3.~.3. can lknow that the hirsute array.
On their torsos, is an adornment Lo heautily The »>ossession of mag-
ical secrets.
Several sniders with human Faces, v 0 say they came from uncer.
The ruins 9¢ the 21¢ ‘all in Shanghi. Tolé me to senc¢ this to Burhee.
S50 one may »nrint all, or any part 9f this. Ha Dy andé magical ¢reams
to the i.ongols of the north.

3oh fuit, 2 12 N Damen ave., Chicapo 47: _H: Dear 3urd, Lnclosed
within 1 lS a cuarter Lor = reneval: 0. Ly sug to Shasecy. ((Let this be
an example to all -of you}! sven-though 1 don't write any letters
pertaining to your publication, each issue is avicly read ané enjoyec
rehrom iehven- to Coper Tucker's story was hy Jfar the finest & . .Junniest
thing I've yet read in La-.aires.': Only MHeei anant L.a.3.7.3. is
Ianey's article. i:y view 9% your 'sudposeldly rine organization has
sacéenly hecome quite distorted. an eagerly awaiting next issue's
letter section and comments. on *I's mnew cont oversial tonic. Houing
to see this cleaned up.

ojﬁglo"hégilnn 48,6 Grove ot., Denver 11, Cplo: 3Shagry is still a
to» notech magzazine., 1 like it very much Anc,ulways looiz forwaréd to
seeinFs if. 3est tth~ in it usually is your own fantastlec 'editoriul,
which is always like a breath o:. fresh air in a stulfy worlda. ({1 vote
this best letter of the issue)) Next, I think, ackerman's breezy
coments on penple ané things. 1 got & Iick out ol that joyous note
enent 3radvury and soap-ad ‘inchellism.

The sexatiocnal laney iteir: was a shocker right,énough,ubut'is it
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true or just intended to be 4 satire of some sort? I know most of the
people of dubious sex seem to have drifted away from Denver, but surely
they haven't all gone to I... Was his tongue in his cheek or not?
((Hanging out, I'd say offhand)) s#rom the last line or the article,
I'éd say it was. '

Not that it matters to me. AOther people’'s sexual arrangements
(or disarrangements) are their worry, nct mine. I'm no:moralist, I
cuess. I have run into anite a few such people ané founé them mildly
entertaininp, {7 somewhat shallow. ' 3ut it.-'s not really fair to gener-
alize from a Tew; orooahly the ones I've run into would have heen
ecually shallow L¢ they'd hud 3111 their hormones.

lhe dream section seems to He consistently good. Liarijane Huttall's
was extremely well-written and interesting.

about your cover. I like it. Tesnhite its grotescue subject
matter, it seems more humorous than revolting. Is it supnosed to
represent the spicer-man ..on, from l.erritt's yarn? 1. so, I think the
landscape jis 0:if, thoush the general eTect is good.

"Kee: up the goo¢ work. 3Shaggy i & treat.

2. Lee Baldwin, 30x 1t7, Grangeville, Idah0: This issue of Shangri-
I'Affaires,- 36, vas 20sSibly the- best issue yet.  Lverything in it was
worth reading. 'lave never been very Ioné of checkers or chess hut I
think I'éd take a pretty keen interest in the chess wvariatlon, fairy
chess and maybe ygou couléd talk ashley into »reparing a rule book zov-
erning the p2ame or mayhe write a cdetailed account for the readers of
S-I'A....ZZ¥van's The Hitchhiker was gooé almost topping -- almost, I
said -- your fabulous work, Invasion. . and by the way, why don't you
give us another little hit from your nlmole mind and humble pen? {{By
ack, I will--next issue)) ad for sex, we'll always have it and want
1t if we. can't have it...and methinks there's sSomething of the pervert
in all of us. +We all have .the atimuli (us) »ut it's the outlet that
dubs us in the eyes of .others. INow me, I love a good pool oame....
The dadéy °f 'em 811 in the gurrent issue, (this is a new >aragranh
about something other than sex) was ”Ucker s heautiful satLre or take-
off on ttke much mooted, -cloudy eyed lass. No wonder Tucker is a hiech
pro. Anybody thit can.analyze a situnation and hurlesque it like the
Bloomington 3oy without hHeing ObViOHSlJ funny is strictly a woncer.
In fact I'm goin~ to drop 30b a fan letter zhout it!....Yes, Speer ¢id
mysteriously dro> in three Jour months ago, ~n¢ stayed all o7 an hour.
I found him a very. intrecuinec personality. '‘ish he coulé have stayed
a counle of days. 1.y 2o0¢ wire iné I manned the pumpds while he was
here ifor th.t amputated 60 minutes and tried to cover all that was, is,
ané will he concernins the carés in chanzri-la, ‘e hoth helped an¢
hampered 3peer. e seamed very itntereste’ in musty copies o the
Astrovox anc vvhen I coniessed th.t they were purely rigments of the
imiglnation he seemed in a vay dissapjdinted. During the course oi our
conversation, he'd throw 2 litile cross-examination at me like a law-
yer tryinz to trip ud a witness. 1 asked him if he cam all the way
from Seattle just to get an wuto-rapned copy but he saié No, he was
just driving throu~sh the country and happened to remembver that 1 lived
here. 3ut I su;pose he tolé you all about it ané I rather exnected to
see a little article in the Royal Jracle ahout his trip into the hin-
terlands of 1daho on the quest 0 the fabulous astrovox...sand this
reminés me, Burbd, could yocu use & TFiction jpiece “huilt around and
sugzested by his visit?  ((sure))

legards. i.ay be down that way andé mooech oif the fans for a few
days.




Telis Streiff, 548 N Dellroge, Wiehita 6, Kansas: In my Black Pirate
- I am running & scries of articles of ifairy Chess, with diagrams ect.
The W5FS informal mectings werc made up of concoctlng these so I ought
to have a good bunch, would you ask those two fellows to write up
their game, very plalnly for use in 3P f29

Hiteh Hiker: Haven't read it yet'but I suppose it will be good.
aApologize, Al ashly! I don't see where Laney gets the right to call
down personalities. To my mind he is ever increasingly making him-
self a general nusance, that Fanzine Scope in last issue was disgust-
ineg, I can well see why JoKe rejected it. ((Well!)) I'm not one for
purging, but we had a character like that is WS#S.

Tetter Section: Lonnedy sez, "Fandom has gone to the dogs" Apreed.
Destiny Times Pive: The nsual thring.

The Girl with the Turbid, Impnure, Cloudy, Confused, lucky Eyes: Very
good, usual Tucker satire, gad why can't I write“ like that?

. Blaciz New York: It's not & classit ‘hut its good enuf as it gocs.

* Bottom puge of BNY: "See what I mean about Laney? 'No doubt I'll buy
one but still it doesn't mecan I'm a monger for the stuff.

Just a liinute!: funny, I mean vhere each time Ashly is ment ioned, If
it was Tigrina or Cox it was aood if it was Burhce...ah well,

Redd Boggs, 2215 Benjamin St Nb HlnnoapiLs 18, liinnesota: Burb:
The Girl with the Turbid, Impurc -Cloudy, "nfused mucky Eyecs is the
best pleCO of fan satirc that cver smashed me’in the tecth like a
breath of air laden'with thc odor of hydrogen sulphldo.

" Hoping you are the same. . 3 :

. M..

s Kciner, 116 NaSsaa*St,., NYC 7: SHAGGY 36, llmpcd wearlly ;nto
-my’ adobe hacienda and flopped over on its chk thus giving me a .
grimpse of the ganpredish-1ookine cover. "uhat is. this®?".I growled.
"The Daily Greén' ohe t*'f S0 L1 oot put the encil and began a seareh
ior a:icoupla sure-{fire"winacrs’ in thHe dfternoon’s equine frolic.
Howewer I quickly tafter I had madc selections. in the first 5 at
Jimaicd) diseérned my error and sottled gingerly hack for.what orom-
‘ised't o 'he 4 dismal half hour. I was dlS&)pOlnted I actually
“found mucho zusto in the issuc. Bat ---

What are these outsized sparrows cavorting so gaily with their
barden of half-nuked jockeys? They musta shot the birds full of
rlboflaVLn or somc thing. 4Anywey it must be a pretty important race,
wherever it's taking vlace. 3But my money's on the entry on the outer
‘réil. I like the way he handles the whin. Next time, plcas¢, give
us a carcfully drawn pic of the forbidden fertility rites of. the
Jovian Knishmen. The part where the Low Pricst mckes the incision...

BZditorial: Feiry chess? So what. Get the boys interested in
somethine constructive. ILike flogging frijoles.

EE BEvans spasm left me litmp -- with apathy. Ho more.

And now we come . to.what promisés to become a cause celebre,
"whatever that mcans. Namely, THT ASHIEY PAPERS. laney's statistical
survey of the LA3HS membhershin's moral hchaviour patterns recvealed
nothing sensational, however. I 616 have to coansult my well-used
copny of Krafft-ublng in order to oet the full flavor of the various’
cherges and countes-charges. Quite aroll, too.

Bob Tucker did a masterful takeoff on Bildwin's lengthy, dull
opus. Provihg- that a skilled hend {(witness .the. success of "The
Chinesc Doll™) outranks a plodding amateur's., THE CIRL WITH THE
TURBID, IMPURE, ctec., docs in two bricf p.ges what the oarlxer much
failtd to acbomplish in 'a htlluva 'lot more space. But let's call it
quits here. O: else 1 shall be forced to submit my own throbbing




handiwork. 4and I don't think the audicnce could take it in their
stridc. Powerful, palpitating, »ituitary and pragmatic, my MAIDEN
WITH THE MAMISOTH MAMMARIES would sear the eyebrows of the collective
mob.
Letter secction sparkles brightly, thanx to several pithy cpithles

(!) . . . Kennedy poses a challenge.

Condra's whatzit on Ashley & coffee vs. the World, amusing but
unsatisfying. :

PJA and ~ircamatic presentation brought a lecr and a chuckle.
It was about the first onc to actually Fead like somcbody drcamt it
up -- after awaking. But 4sj secms to have somcthing on his brawany
brain. Perhaps this phantasmagoria in black reveals more than it
should. Better give this guy the ink-blot test, sec what he associ-
ates with words like: mimsy; phallacious; jejeunc; labia and dry ice.
A pagticularly damning bit of cvidence is his reference to "...the
1ivig green pants I was wearing had only one leg! One wide lcg,.into
which both of mine werc jammcd!" For private explanation, send
stampecd addressed envelopc and 200,000 G.lactic ecrecdits. . .

The only sane hunk of ncws glcaned from Tigrina's summary of the
minutes was that a certain A La Vernc 4shley was summarily ¢ jectcd
from the club. Or did I rcad it wrong?

Milton A Rothman 2113 N Feanklin St, Philadchbhia, Pennsylvania: 1
should comment on 36 of your sterling fanzinc: .

The minutes of the mectings crcated no end of ‘amusement in
these parts, mainly due to thc blow=-by-blow description of Joe Scl-
inger's discomfiture, and partly by L'affaire Ashley, (who was
kicked out of thc club.) ((Well, that's one interpretation of it))

The scholarly pnaper concerning the homosexuelity of LA fandom
creatcd some 'intercst.among the more medically inclined Philly FPhans,
Upon scanning our own mcmbership list, we came t0 .thc conclusion
that in the Philadelnhia-Science fiction 'Society there «re no overt
homoscxuals. ((Want us~to send you. & couple?)) That,is, no male
ESPS member has yet made & pass at another male PSFS member. ((Any
she-ing &and sheing?)) This is not t¢ imply 100% normaley in thc scx
life of Philly FPhandom. Delicacy forhids me to pursue this subject
further. .

Somchow, despitc thc cran which fills the pages of Shangri-
T'Affaires, 1I'd rather read it than most othcer fanzincs. The others
take themselves so goddam seriously. However, the Philly Phanzinc
"Variant" is beginning to give you some tough competition. Did you
rcad about the Duofinncd Narcissoclinech in the last issue? ((Yes,
and it doesn't touch Oxnard Hemmel's stuff)) Too bad if you didn't.
It's out of print now, 0

This has becn a small part of thc huge stack of letters that
camec in about the last issuc. But I am running out of time and’
spacc and ¢ncrgy. If this mag 1s ever to come out I've got to bite
it off somewherec. This, then, cnds the letter scction this timec.
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This is an ad of sorts. It's about DRTAM JUEST, a ncw fanzine put
out by Don Wilson.. .The first issuc, now out, has no less than 56
peges of stuff, and:a lot of the stuff is first rate. Iimoographcd
somewhat slcazily, it is still thc biggest bargain for a dimc since
the day of the frec lunch saloons. The supply is limited (which
means he had to stop making them somewhcre along thc line) so rush
lOg to Don Wilson, 495 N 3rd St., Banning, California for =a copy of
this 56-page giant of fanzines. You might rcgret it, hut I doubt it.




. . Bei th";" t f LASPFS mccti
JLTST A S RTINS TFE o ae taron, by Stetotery Cex widkiii
; usual drastic changes by Burbce

June 26. 396th Mtg. Election night. Gus Willmorth was unanimously
elected Director, except for four votes shot elsewhere. Jean Cox was
elected Secretary, and PFJAckerman retained as Treasurer. After the
ballot boxes were unstuffed it was found that Jesus' Little lamb,
Russ Hodgkins, was senior committeeman and Lover Boy EEEvans was Jun-
ior committeeman. Al Ashley, ex-member, got seven votes. ELEvans,
with typical foresight, asked that a vote of confidence be given the
newly elected members of the goverhing unit. He said he was doing
this because someone once had thrown a monkey-wrench into the legal
machinery of the club 'by pointing ‘out that everything going op was
unconstitutional. He didn't say who 'it was, though he was merely
taking a crack at Al Ashley. The memhbers gave their vote of confid-
ence with rousing cheers. There were > dissenting votes, one of
which was 3Burbee's, but .then Burbee has no confidence in EEEvans.

As his last official act ECEvans shot a dirty look at Burbee
and announced that LEESmith had just finished his latest space opera
Children of the Lens and thot Campbell had bought it.

_ Director Willmorth, & veritable begrdless boy, asked program
chairman Jonne Evans what was going on in'the entertainment depart-
ment. After a bit of naughty repartee (which certainly could never
appear in a family fanzine) she said something sbout & 4th of July
party. -

July 10, 3S8th Mtz. 8 members and 9 visitors present. $11.85 in the
treasury, overyhody hloated with egoboo when Acky told of the St.
Claire articles. in Writer's.Digest which said fans werée "intelligent,
literate and having broad mental horizons."  Then EEEvans presented
some amendments to the constitution. The stooges present passed them
just about unanimously. They are given here that you may judge their
worth: 1. Associate members who pay 25c¢c a month dues must pay another
25c for each meeting over one they attend per month. 2. Assoc iate
members must pay 50c each time they use the mimeo. 3. Ex-members must
pay 2bc for each meeting they attend. Lx-members may not use the clubd
equipment under any.condition. Most of these items were directed

at Ashley, it seemed to Burbee. NO'use worrying about it, though,
they will never be enforced.

July 17, 39th Mtg. 16 fans and people present. 316.00 in the box.
Ack said either Thrilling or Vonder was going to cease publication
because he so0ld an EEEvans epic to one of them. Ken Tuttle ex-
plained the flying discs to everyone's complete satisfaction. Jeun
Cox said that in the mag: '47 there is an article which attempts to
explain the impossihility of spzce-~-flight. This got Burhee wound
up. He not only agreed with the article hut proved conclusively
that airplanes couldn't fly (even” if bumble bees can), that submar-
ines could not possibly keep living men on board when submerged, that
aut omobiles could not run (he was thinking of his own ancient car),
and was attacking the feasibility of running railroad locomotives on
steel tracks ('"Absurd!" he shouted) when several people with broad
mental horizons overwhe lmed him bodily. The meeting was adjourned
whernn the club's clock said 9. Since the club's clock runs strictly
on other-space time, there is no way of knowing what time it was.




July 24, 400th Mte. 10 members and 6 visitors present, among which
was KI'Ashley Do you know our al? Rex Ward of E1l Segundo was there,
too. $1910 in the treasury. No old business. Ilo new business. Russ
Hodpkins said that The Secret of Llena's Tomb by Carl van Tozle in
Pantastic ddventures stunk. EZEvans disagreed with him. &l Curtis:
asked 1f anyone had heen to the World Inventor's Exposition current ly

' showing in 10s angeles. "Yes!" answered Russ Hodgkins and immediately

warne'd everyone away from this trashy ‘convention before he discovered
that visitor Curtis was connected with the organization. The conven-

~tion was, admitted Curtis, too commercial. ackerman mentioned the
s ract that the inventors were still calling themselves "inventors' des-
‘' pite the fact that they had once adopted a res’ilution to change their

group-name to "inventists". This remindéed Russ Hodgkins that the
science fiction and fantasy fans once passed a similar resolution
whereby they would no longer refer 'to themselves as "fans" since this
term was infantile.

" Forrest told us an amusing story about a vi isi't he made recently
to the home of an acouaintance of his who, besides Being a fantasy -
enthusiast, has an arm which writes Lndependentl] of him-~thdt is, he
is an automatlc writer. He can-.sit down at a desk, take''a penci’l and
a piece of paper, and his arm immediately will cause the ‘pencil to
rush ‘feverishly ‘across the bOdrd Spelling out words. His friend is
also an Ouija board oaarator These methods, claim this character,
enable him to get into "corntact™ with Merrltt and Lovecraft. Burbee
attempted to explain the phenomenon of automatie writing but was
shouted down by the spiritualists present. (A tfer the meeting,
Ashley and Burbee got Ackerman away from tHe group-and not only ex-

' plained automatic writine to him but’ got him doing'“it himself).

The program chairfanne, Jonne Lvans, -announced that sirce this
was a sort of anniversary, belng the 400th meeting and «l1ll that, that
we would do nothing this week. But -next week or the week.after that
the club-was going to attend en-masse a double-bill. moyie The Man Who
Could Work iMiracles, a fdntasy by H G Wells and - Things to Come- by
thé selfsame character R T S i ;

July 31, 401st lkteg. 10 people present. ©Some were members. $2.lO in
the treasury. oSonebody suggested o pvarty with this money, but since
it was obvious that only cork-smellers -could have-a party Wlth this
sum, forrest Jesus Ackerman read a letter from oene of Burbee's "fans"

1t mentxoned the sincere fanzine in derogatory terms. It said such
things as "your :magazine is putrid, moronic, stinking, infantile,.
not at all coastructive." 'He also said that the fiction was so0 poor
that even Amazing would reject.it. (He was commenting on the last
issue of Shaggy). DBurbee, who would have taken all this to heart,
was not present, or he would have been writhing in pain under thse
haychic sh0cks'bontained in this missive.

Porrest J mentionsd that the late C A Brandt's collection of
sciencee«fiction which the Fantasy 'foundation had inherited had arrived
1t consists of a trunk full of books and. & cratée filled with magazines.
Since lMr Brandt was literary editor of Amazing under the Sloan aegis
and an enthusiast of lonz standing, it-is suspected that there are
goine to be some pleasant survrizes when. forrest-gets around to
opening them. _

fred Shroyer, after some suhtle ‘advertising concerning Carcosa
House's forthcoming book, BEdison's Jonquest of. Mars, which at present
is at the bindery, mentioned that Melvin Korshak is publishing a
definitive list of secience-fiction and fantasy books.




HOMOSERUALITY aad R VERNON COOK
by F TCWNEK LANEY = 7

The following bit of polished Lngllsh appeared in the June-Jduly
numbher of K I Carlson's ITAY-EAR TRADER

"Hor some time; I have followed the efforts of the present editor,
of Shangri-1'affairs, To inject humor into ‘that fanzine, sometimes he
has succeded very well, but in the present issue, /36, there is the
most asinine, puerile, and depraved effort at humor I have ever seen,
or,; read. (Aind I have read some pretty hot stuff( The article "Apologmd'
by P. Towner Laney, really takes the "booby'" prize in my opinion. I#

Mr Laney intends this to ve funny???? Let me assure him thet "smut" or
"blue" material" is the lowest form of humor, and I speak with twenty
years of "showbusiness" back of me. Does Jack Benny, Bo» Hope or Fred
Allen use material like this? I'll say they don't. On the other hand
if Mr leaney is serious, what a helluva thing to put into print where
young fans can read it. I am no prude, znd I enjoy??? an off-color---
so called, story as well as the next person.. In its proper place. But
this dirt has only one place and that certaintly is not out in thelight.
I wonder what clean minded members of the Los Angeles Science Fantasy
Society think of the imvression other people must have of them..Ch I

. admit there are people in the world like those that lrlaney mentions,
but why bring them out from under the rocks where they belong. If I
were a member of that club, you can ve sure I would raise a little??
hell about the whole thing. you can be assured of that.

Probably the only result of this tirade, will be that some of you
will rush right out and get a copy of thlS magazine and read the arti-
cle that I have mentioned. That is all right, do so and get sick like
T ad "

The article ahowe was a portion of a column by someone who is sup-
posed to be named R. Vernon Cook (or maybe Gook, as it is spelled else-
where in the issue). It is a moot point if there actually is such a
person; I'm inclined to think that this is a pseudonym for that jolly
fat man, Vlalter Dunkelberger. There just can't be two people in fan-
dom who write like that! S

But be this as it may, there are some points on which 1'd like to
take issue with Lir Cook or Gook or is it Dunke lberger?

In the first place, it is not the usunal thing for a rebuttal to
an article to be submitted to a magazine other than the one in which
the original article appeared. lioreover, it is certainly a strange
practice which publishes such material without the editor of the mag-
azine in question being sent a .copy. Or éid you finally get a copy,

* Burb? ((No, I guess only the more prominent fans get copies))

The only thing humorous about that article was its manner of pre-
sentation (which of course left something to be desired)--unfortuna-
'uely, the subject matter was dead serious. Al Ashley, a connoisseur
cf homosexual anecdota, actwally madz the statement many times that
50% of the membership of the LASHS are queer. And Wiedenbeck, Rogers

and Laney--hoping for the sake of our own self-respect as members or
fcrmer memhers of the LASKS--actually went through the club records
end got those figures which show that the club has averaged 50% queer
in the past four years.

' Well, this cracked me right in the teeth. Sure, I'd known that
the beat of faery wings was a common sound around the Bixelstrasse,
but when I found out how many queers 1'd inadvertently gotted mixed up
with it cured me of the LiAS#S--moreover, filled me with a crusading
desire to do anything in my power to destroy this carbuncle of perver=-



sion.

r Cook/Gook/Dunkelberger no doubt believes in hiding all unsav-
ory things and presenting a sanctimoniously hypocritical front to the
world. I don't. Evidently my ideas are shared by a lot of thinking
Americans, for in my own experience I can recall the evolution of
"syphilis" from a dirty word to a commonly used term, and morecver, if
Mr C/G/D cares to get a copy of the June EVERYBODY'S DIGEST he will
find an article on homosexuality that will stand his hzir on end, des-
Pite the fact thet its purpose is obviously to acquaint peonle with a
rotten state of affairs that needs psychiatric and other action taken
to relieve it. ;

Jack Benny, Bob Hope, Fred Allen never use queer humor? Don't be
absurd. The comediwan doesn't -live who doesn't .use this sort of thing
repeatedly, perticularly for in-perscn performances. Cook-Geek's
twenty years of show business must have been on the Chautauqua circuit.

As for young fans reading this stuff, I'd much prefer that their
parents would read it and make their sprigs take up something a little
more sevory than fandom. :

If you were a member of the LASAS you would raise hell about 1it,
you sey? ell what do you think I was doing? You shounld have, been at
the LASIS meeting following the publication of my article. & Burbee,
Ashley, and myself tried heroically to force the thing on the floor,
hut could get nowhere. In fact a very very high officer of the soc-
iety, 'a man who believes so devoutly in homosexuality that he served a
year in prison for its practice, was successful in shutting us up.

Did the membership object? Naturally not. Most of the ones present
were known queers. You would have loved the after-meeting conversation
that night--it centered around famous West Coast queer hangoults, and
dealt with this and that notorious Ifruit or lesbian and their quaint
little ways. I'm mighty glad I left when I did--if the vice squad

had paid the LaSP3 a little call that night T might have had some
difficulty ezxplaining what I was doing there.

There are some heterosexual fans. 3But we of the LASFS no longer
express surprise on learning that some out-of-town fan is a homo.
Rather when a fan comes in fron o6ut of town we wonder if he is a
( Burb, there must be a printable euphemism for that famous homosexual
pastime )--and if a new young hoy coOmes around the club we just idly
speculate as to whether or not he “will see the light and leave before
one of our finer types pulls a Big Bill Tilden on him.

Why do you suppose that the majority of the better-known LA fans
hawe either guit the LAS{S altogether, or have at least refraired from
attcending meetings very often? =

Even our better class of queers won't come around much any more,
preferring a better type of fruit to the breed the Bixelstrasse has in
it s stalls. ~

And the few of us that are normal--well, can you blame us for
staying away?

Phooey. . If you haven't seen the light by now there is no need in
wasting space on you, :

**************«***************f****¥**a***********************f*****

I don't necessarily share ™' Towner Laney's opinions. These.
pages are ooen to further remarks on the subject from Cook or anybody
c¢lse. Keep your articles reasonably short, nlease. Yammer &all you
want, but do it briefly--under 1000 words i possibdle. s 0aq, I
never ¢id cleim S-L'A to he a humdr mag. - I guess it just reflects my
ce.sual ettitude tovard fandom. =<=burb.



‘."_', . p & o i) % ik “."“"' & ST ‘ Z &% ‘I-." r - ¥ oy :. - % ATET ? 3 = = FORR.
£ el B , = gt o RREE o Y
: -~ W e o ‘ o S : » - .» ' " o RS K: : ‘:,"

e
ety
A

)

ORTIR
-
Y

C

b o4
.

=¥
5

. V*\J
.
.
.

- 3 Yy \.., b
-—. w P e i Ao “‘
& el S e 2
3 : b -. -
oy R - > wo it e
o S N

i 1057 S Normandie Ave s
;{ Los Angeles 6 Calif , N 4T A
i s y § BN s 3 ; ¢ !A

Return ‘Postage VGugfa_ht';,e ed

-

": .) | J s eVl ('-:L’i 2
18~ Mo

SHR :




