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“THE PRIMED FANZINE




& Shgngri-I'Affaires, Pzct "icon Edition, July 1¢46. The, clubh mag of
the Los Angeles Science fantasy Society, issuinz from the vicinfty
of 637% S Bixel St., Ios Anceles 14, California, every seven weeks
and three days. Replular editlons are four times bigeger than this
One. Reguler issues are always hetter tnan this one. Cost more,
toa. 10c per single copy, 3/25¢c, 6/50¢. You caa subseribe easy
as anything by passing enough coin alonz to Charles Burbee, who
is at rresent the editor.

The saza of Sam Hussell might as well be told here as anywhere
else. I am speaking of Samuel Davenport Russell, of course. He is
a scholarly looking individual, ané i? he ever takes off that schol-
arly cvercoat (after first setting down his scholarly bdbrief case, )
I know his shirt collar will be soileéd with scholarly dirt. He is
8 pleasant, congenial fellow, often standing for lons moments in
uffish thought, Sam Russel--known to the trade as Throttletwitch
X Gankbottom He is an excellent writer of fair articles, &né to
most people he is known as the co-editor of acdlyto, though what
editing he does is prohably dene by remotc contrel, because nobody
ever sces Samuel D Tuesell as he goes his lonely rounds of the
elnemas, lihraries, and possibly museums of natural history. 3ut
I am not here to describe him to you e¢xcept insofar as descrip-
tion might be given coincident with the relating of this saga.

It is so0 very &ifflcult to get material out of Sam Russell.
In faect, it is impossible. For two years I have Dbee. efter him
to write something for Shangri-L'.ffaires (the Literate Fanzline)
and he has yet to write something for me He did come through
with two artiecles once, but that's when I wasn't editor any more.
He'd written them far me, he said.

Leney has a time with Gankbottom, tod. (Luney's his co-edi-
tor). Laney has an awfnl time with Gankbhottom, trying Lo gzet him
to write something. I think everybody has troable with Gankbottom
especially if they ask him to write something. Crozetti (the poor
fan's Dunkelberger) asiced him to write something for her end he
agreed with such alucrity that 1 wondered if there was more there
than met the eye. But I knew there couldn't be. Gawd. 3ut she
stopped publishinz anc so ceased bothering him. ilo doudt he felt
botter about it then--not writing anything for her, I mean.

I hound that hoy continually. I write him a veritable flood
of posteards and letters, whiech he often answers at great length.
1 am considering puhlishing these letters of his. 1 wowld do it,
too, i I could find them. I am alweys aSiting nim for material,
It got so that he stogped coming around the club {sald he was
writing a novel). 1 know he wasn't writine any novel. He was
avoiding me, that's all.

I have even threoatened him. I told him, once, with all the
sincerity that I and the four bottles of beer in me could muster,
that I was going to write an article ané sisn his name to it. 1
thousht that would wring him around. 3ut hell no. He thought it
waS a Tine idea. de thought it was a wonderful idea. In fact he
got positively enthusiastic about it. I pgot out of there quick
before he convinced me I should write his novel for him.

(concluded on last page)



RICX SNEARY'S FANTASY POLL

One of the favorite pastimes of fans is the taking of polls. They
ask what mags you remd and what authors you like. Some even a&s: what
a.orics you don't like. And lately the Taughert:; censns has pried
into the gersonal 1ife of the avorage fan. 3ut at last I think I havo
a gompletely ncw poll. ow in every way. PFirst, tlhe qucstions arc
diffcrent than those asked in other polls., Andé sueoad, I have eslrcady
zotten the unswers, or at leust the ansvers of u number of high-ranking
fans.J So you don't havye to do & thing but read.

FPirst, hoerc arc tho guestions I asked. If you want you ocan write
down your answers and see how they compare with theose of the other fans.
If you agree with all the answers you are an average fan. If you agree
with only half the answers you are an average fan. 4And if yon don't
agree - with any of the answers you are an average fan.

s THE QUESTIONS
2 4

1. WYould you bve willing to be the first persecn to land on the moon if
7oua tkhew you would die there alone?

2. ‘Woulda you bo happy irn a world without men{if man)? Women? (If
woman)

3. UYhat two colors claah thc most to you?

4. Would you be willins to live on another world whuro you would not
sae Earth people, {f you conld do so without danger?

5. HYow much, or what, would you take to ki1l 2 person you had nevor

6. Do you bulicve drcums forcteoll the futuroe?

7. Would you liko to huave been born 50 years sooner?

8. Would you likc to know when you &re golng to dic?

9. What fan do you like the loast? o ~
10. Do you think all fans should live In the seme town?

11. Next to fandom what hobhy do you liko most?

12.F"With whom wonld yoa like to be lost on an asteroid?
lB.I.What type of car would you rather »e hit hy?

1l4. What story gave you the most bad dreams?

15. Would you like Lt Lf everyone could read minds?

1£, What piece of music do you call the most fantastie?



And here is a ligt of the people that answered the poll.. Bob
Tucker, George Coldwell, Boff Perry, John Cockroft, Forrcst Ackerman,
Sandy Kadet Dale Hart, Al Ashley, Gus Willmorth, ELEvans, Alva Rogers,
Ri.ck Sneary. I want to thant you all for your hclp. And a spocial
thank-you to Myrtlo Douglus for her help in goetting others to anawer
the poll.

And now to those answers. I might explain that right after the
question numbor wlll come the complete results in fipures, andé after
tham any remarks made by the fen as they filled out the questions.

Aad then after the word HEASON will come the reason I asked that
gquestion, just In caso you wondor:

l. No, 8. Yes, 3. Maybe yos, 1. layhe no, 1. Douglas, Evans,
end Hart were the only oines to say they were w;lling to do it. Aad
then Dougles said she would only if it would help someone close 5¢ her
that way. Kadet (thc "uagybe yes" ) sald it all édepoended. Said he woula
rathor be the first t. land on one of the planets. But that ho would
ta willing to die &los:. Coldwcll (no) said no bocauso the fellew
¢ying on the moon woulda't be famous. 1 disapgroed with this as the
fellow would c¢laim the moecn for hls country which would be reason
eniugh to put him in U .¢ history books. Liad! I read some time ago
thr.t the flrst rocket tu lund on the moon m0u1€ be unable to take off
agrin. {Or anyway the fellow writing the article thought not). So
I vanted to see if there were any funs willing to have the honor and
yet die on the mooa.

2. No, 6. Yes, 5. Not sure, 3. V\hen it started out the noes
were in the lead, bnt yeses kept coming in till it was a tie. Two
anc 2rs were 8o worded that I decided that the answerardidn't understand
the guestion. So I put them in the "net sure" group. RBASON: The
atories by Doc Smith, and the short story "The Lust Lian", smong others,
pictured worlds run by womeén. I wondered if funs would care to live
in » world mado up of the opnosito sex.

1

3. No definite answer, so will pgive thom all to youn. Tucker
sald "burple and drene" which is about the same as my purple and
green. Ackerman and Coldawell said yellow and purple. Perry, yellow
and violet. Douglas and lurt said drown and black. Evansg, light
green and Chinese red. ashloey, plnk and dark grecn. Cockroft, red
and purple. Willmorth s.id red and orango. Tho fan arti st Rogers
failed to unswer. EKEASON: Do the same colors clash to everyone?

4, No, 6. Yes, 4. Not sure, 3. Coekroft seid not willingly,
but that he could no doubt get along.. Kadet sald it might be inter-
esting but wasn't sure about not having Earth eompanions. Coldwell
said "Only if the place was inhablted by beantiful creatures similar
to women." REASON: In so many Stories the hero gives up a lot to
gat home to Eerth. I wondcred if fans would.

5. Well it seems fans arec not ghouls after all. (Some are boys)
OGnly one gave an answer in mnney, ($13,000) and that, I think, was
done only to have something to putdown. {(I'm not going to tell who
it wes, either.) Only other offer was from Dule Hart. Ansver,
"Complcte collection.” Ilost evoryone clse suid they wouldn't do 1it,
but some said they might if they had sufficient recason. REASON:
Thore 1s &n o0ld sayiang thut overy man has his price. I wantod to see
what it was, but it seems the fans don't know themselves.
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6. Ho, S. Yes, 1 Sonctimes, 2 ilst sure, 1. Colcdwell sald "Yes,
from personal experiences with ny motaer." Teeker ant Lvans salc¢ that
they ¢i¢ part oY the time .1n0d Kadet sald he didn't Xnow...

REASON: To see if fansg nelieved in dreams.

y/ Na, 12, Indidierent, 1. . A rew .sai¢ they woulé rather have been
worn 50 years later. 3RELLIl: Some eople talk about the £29¢ olé éays.
Wondered i fans thousht so.

G;r‘ﬂo, 11. Yegs, . . 3B=SON: Jast woncered.

< Ho answere from sevea. ey sald they cidn't cdislike anyone.
Ackerman saié "The fan that I dislike more than the one I @1islike next
most." Which should gclass him with the no-znsrer group. 'The few names
mentioned will not be meationeé here Many lir Tueker cave sne vote
for Rick Sancary. Ha ha. FoadUN: Zvery 50oll asks wiat fan you like
80 1 thousht I'C YHe &isffercent, Ovans gave ne cnite a telk on why he
liked 2all faens. He saif as covle there were some ifens that he
wouldn't walk aeross the streed to tal)k to. 3But azs fans he foun¢ them
interesting. He went or t3 s&y that he had talked ior hours with fens
that he would not want as iriends, aad hel enjoved himsell. In other
words, &s & fan, he lilked aayonc th.t ves interested in fandom.

17. MNa, lo. .Ané after all the tall: about Slan Shacks, too., It
seems that most fans agrecd that if all of them wore togethcr it would
cnd s-me of the more enjoyanle varts of fandom. There would he nd
letter writing, &nd litilc nced 9of fanzines. 3RwASCH: To see 1if faas
would rcally like to live tagebner.

11. HNo osac answer €9 will have t9 glve ther .11 to youn. Acker-
man, movies Coléwell, shorts. Deouglas, Ssyerants. Cockroit, pas-
model alrplanes Ashley, maiiing things. Willmorth, mythology. Zvans,
musiec. Hart, politices. Kadat, writing fietion. Sneery, satamp
collecting. Poerry, plaring pool. Tucker sai¢, "ars you kicding?
Roscbud, bud'" _nd Ropers didn't say. REi30LH: To see what fans d4ié
on their days off,

12. BEvans., "anys cun, atlble person." Hart, The Black Mame.
Ackermen, Simone 3imon. ©J)éwell, Joan Leslie, June allyson, ete.
Kadet, "If you moznt f£an, John Cockrort; if outside of fandcem a pleas-
ant younr lady I have the nleasare to know." Rogers, " certain
girl." Tuecker, iny atfrac.ive yonng lady. Dneary, Captain Ffutuare,
(let me exnlain welore yeu burst sut laughing Pi¢ you ever see him
stay on an asteroid lons?) or Dragon Ludy.- RoaSON: Guess.

13, Tucker, Stanley Steamer. OColdwell, "Ouno of thove nice
pedal :ind that little riés aédal arouncd. Jeep 3een." Kadet, austing
if you mean larger cars, JSnieck 9r Cadillac. .ckerman, Kicdle XKar.
Evans, “"an Imarinary one". 3Jockroft, Chrysler or ladillae. ashley,
a thantom ear. Perry, Aastin. Willmorth, Kildie Kar. Hart end Sneary,
liack Truek. Douslas, GI.C fruck. Rogers, " 'ould it make a éifference?”
REASON: You wonlfn't believe mo 1L I £01¢8 yaou

14, Ropers, Jekyll-Hyde. Cockro?t, The Fctorn of the Sorcerer.
Ashley, M llancihu Ln 1¢24 avans, The ?it and the Jenfulum. llurt, The
Picture In the House. D»ouslas, Sinister Barrlier Tucker, The Viell o?
Ioneliness. Coléwell, I1a the llartisn Depths, fThe rest ecoulén't think



of any. I will say that a radin stiry when I wus about 12, where a
hand came to life and played Tanee MNagcabre on the- Ste;nwa;, had me
quaking for & week. Xadot h:d nbout the same cxperience with & zamble
movie &t 1. REASOK: Juast curlosity, I guess,

16. XNo, B. Yes, 4. Celdwoll {"nn") ulso said that it would be
nice if he eculd, thougk. Perry voted no, unless one could shield his
mind. IJEASON: To sce if fans would like %o be like Kuttner's Baldies,

16. Willmorth, Traffic Jsm. Ashley, Maps, Brlnner of War. Eveans
and Regers, La Valse. Tonglss end Hart, Gloomy Samdas. Ackorria,
music for tre picturc "Spcllbound™. (I mignt moent ion that o nunbor of
other: spbke of this odd musie, too. Tucker, "A swing version of
Rogk of Ages." Coukroft, Jizht on Dare Mountain or Fire Bird. Kadet,
Side nf the valkyries. Sneary, The Sopcerer's'ﬁbprentiﬁe. ' Though I
nirost agree with hadet.; The other two dldn't vote. Rad0N: To sce
if an; one piece was weirder than the rest.

V.ol1, there you are, the answers as glven by thirteen well-known
fans. I'm sorry I didn't got more nomes in it, but I only had a short
time. MNaybe I'll kave another poll some time. UHJbe I'11 asit you sSome
of my quixotic nguestions.

fepncladed from trkat other page)

Why, lately, I even gave him a subjeet to write upon. And my
enthusiastic outline of it was an article in itself. If somebody
had taken it down In shorthand SDR could have had his article right
there. If he'd given it to me, I'd have used it. If I thoaght it
sounded a little familiar, that would be to my credit, since I
never remember what I say, anyhow.

One of thesc days, perharps, Samuel Davenport Hussell will write
an artiele for Shangri-L'.ffaires. ma of these dsayg he will hand it
to mc with a fucetious Prussian bow snd click of the hecls and will
say somothing in flawless, flacnt Johnsonian English. Ard I, @apeoch-
less for onee, will amccort the thing. Perhaps I will murmur some
littlc banality llke “Well, I'1ll bhe God damncd." Pcrhaps I will just
stand and starc at that fantasgy of a man showing cvidence that, at
long last, with heert 2nd hand, he wrote me scmething.

With trembling nacds, my Stomach cold and skittery, I will open
the manuseript. And there it will be, & genuine STRussell, in hkis
impeccable laneguage. HNrudite it will be, and deep, and with & sad
searching wonder. I will not understand it at all. And then I will
look up to Heaven ard say, softly, "All ripght, Gabe, you can blow
now."



