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EDITORIAL

Here it is, the second ZERITH . 1t has been a hectic time during
the last few weeks , as I 'decided to attempt to keep to the prop-
~osed bimonthly schedule .for the magazine. Only now do I realise
what a truly hellish task it is to run a magazine, It is a warn
proud fesling to look upon the finished product, and think, "There
it is, all my own work." It is not such fun to 51t up most of the
night, pounding out stencils for the next days' printing. ( I had
better explain that as yet, I do not have my own duplicator . The
work has to be done at odd intervals during the week on themachine
that belongs to wny college., And to make matters worse, homework
often interferes with my schedule for getting some typing done . )

I must also say a word or two about the stencilling. I have more
or less grown up with a spirit—duplicator. but this printing is my
first experience of Gestetnered work. Conesequentally, you willfind
that there are several mistakes that I have made _in = " _iscsue.
Some of the margins do not really leave cnougn room fcr thestaples
and in some places, ink has been used too Ltioperally, or tco spar-
-ingly; and there are soime glaringly obvious typograpiiiccl errors
that were not at all obvious to me at thc time. But I doubt that
this matters all that much. After all, thais is only an amateur pub
-lication, and very few people expest 2 detailed Errata for such
a magazine . What does matter, is that all «f the copy can bhe read
and understood , and I do not think that <here siould be any diff-
~iculty here.

Those few people who received a copy of ZLNITH T williumediately
notice a nuwber of changes in the nvresencation 12 -azine
The first issue was of necce ”31ty an Sprflmeﬂt, gnd eas such had
only a limited printing. mainly for distribution amonrng local fans.
It was spirit-duplicated, and had a ra-her ~nusual foruat , being
only 5" x 8" ., This idea was quite popular, but had T be given up
due to the difficulties inherent iun stencilling for such a small
sheet, 1 think that the Gestetner method of reproduction is far
better than spirit-duplicator, exXcept possivbly for illustrations ,
where more thau one colcur can be¢ ussd with ease. The trouble is,
of course, that there is a very definite 1iiuit tdé the number of
copies that can be turned out from ore master,

The fundamental basis for the magaziune vemains uncnanged ZENITH
is intended to be a a wagazine for the science-fiction Tan.It will
contain fiction, bcok & magazine neus, arcicles, and regular fea-
-tures, such as a letter column, The first 1ssue We.s exclusively

" "o

non-fiction, while this issue has reather a high ~.o.t8f fiction.




I hope that in future issues, as contributors get intc the swing
of writing, to establish a balanced mixture of possibly several
articles and one good , medium-léngth story in each issue. Fans
seem to think that articles are of more interest, and more value
than amateur fiction. Anyone who has a science-fictional theme
for an article is invited to send it in . I shall be only too
glad to receive ideas, or couplete contributions at dny time.

A few words about the origins of ZENITH may be called for.Once
upon a time, there was a local project intended to result in the
production of an official Birmingham Group journal. But various
difficulties ‘intervened. How to finance the m&gazine, who would
edit it, what sort of contents, etc, all conspired to cause the
idea to be shelved.

Being an anarchist at heart, I decided to bring out a magazine
that would be entirely wy own responsibility. This would cut out
all wrangling, and leave all difficult decisions in my hands. It
seemws to be a fairly happy arrangement at the moment, since no-
-one else has the time to bring out a magazine of their own (All
the checklisting takes a long while to finish off. ) So it is ,
that ZENITH has a vague connection with the B8SFG . I iutcnd to
run a regular report on Birmingham Group affairs, and to print a
large proportion of my wmaterial from locel gontributors

There it is; you know the history of the magazine,you know the
editorial bias is towards the production of an SF magazine. What
remains is for you to read the contents , and then do your Dit,
You can contribute, and all ({ver the magazine there are annoy-
-ing little plugs that will tell you exactly what I. want. Most
important of all, in a way, you can subscribe to ZENITH, or put
in an order for a further single copy (1/~). Subscription ccpies
will from time to time contain little 'bonuses' that othercopies
will not have. And of course if you don't like ZENITH, I shall
be interested to hear why not.
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AFTERTHQUGHTS ( inserted at the last minute by the Editor )

Forthcoming Releases (Page 34) : Penguin, "The Hugo Winners" &
ngirius" (Stapledon) ; ilayflower, " Imagination Unlimited " ed.
by Bleiler & Dikty ¢"Tht Gre.t ILxplotion (Ruskel) from Panther.

Correction to ZENITH I ( Article on Poul Anderson )

"war Of The Wingmen" is merely a retitle of "The .,an Who Countsh
& "Question 2apd Ansser" is retitled as "Planet .Of L.g Rafurn.',g
Scrri.about nistakes . Add "Broken Sword" (fantasy) and "Goiden
Slave" (not SF) to listing of Anderson books.

In the Next Zenith :-

An article on "Caves Of Steel" & "The Naked Sun."

Future History series; a toss up between Anderson & H.Beam Piper
regular features on books ; other articles and fictional entry.



THE BIRMINGHAM4 SCIEHCE TFICTIOK GROUP.

IN TdE BEGINNING s

B.S.F.G. was originated by a group of local science fiction fans who
congresated together for their mutual benefit. For perhaps two years,
the group grew slowly, uutil the veginuing of 1963. Nowthe population
explosion has begun to affect us , and the number of memoers nas more
than doubied. =

ORGANTISATION.

Perhaps. the word ‘me‘oer‘ is a -misnomer, giving as it does the mental
idea of a rosacrucian-like cloax and das.er woveaent, fully burdened
#ith me..bership cards, red tape, and DUES.. %We do not operate = our
group in this way . %e had 8 stormy few weeks until tnis wmatter was
settled with the Teco.nition of the fact that the best wayto destroy
ad-1lib SF¥ fandom was to shackle it with the cinains of formal - organ-
-isation. Consequentally, our support coues froin those who are  keen
enough to come along to meetings , or at least xeep diu regular toucu
witin the Group . ¥oney for any neccessary occasion is ocotainea i Dby
a swift pa<81nr—aroand-of the-hat . And of .course, while we continue
tg.meet at the homes of various imeiubers, it is.custowary to leave
donations behind with the.wasihing-up.

At the present rate of growth, it «ill not be long before some
more: -airtight organisation. is introduced. As yet, we don't need it.

03JECTS AND ASPIRATIONS.

Many folks ask "™ What is the ocject of it all 2

This- is very difficult  to explain if  tney do nbt read Scie.ceFiction
The -objects of our Group are oasically to maxke it easier for -every-
-orne to read Science Fiction that they mnight otherwise not be able
to obtain. We have fouud tnat oy pooling our resources, we can Keep
up to date with a wider range of tne latest bco«s released, and also
borrow or exchange booxs betweel our respective. collections.

Cliff Teazue does. an suorimous amount of work that.helps everybody
else.. Not only did he more or less start the Group, but he keeps. a
large nuunber of 'spares' at his place, and. can often provide a. booxk
that somgone has been searching for for yers . '

Rog Peyton . ,

is ver%—efflclent with the booxwork. He keeps a record of all his
books, and catalogues all of the works of individual autnors. He has
recently decided not to pring out his own magazine, as originallywas
intended, but to concentrate instead on trne compilation of check-
-ligts . : ~
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Hod Milner is a very useful: man to have iu the group. He is in a pos-
~ition to get us word aovout fortncouing books, ciat witii various sales
represeutatives, etc., He nas iun fact helped tne group & great deal in
the las} fe. woatis. ™ _ ’ -

2ete Yeston ( that's ue ) has recently started to receive catalngues
fros various dealers and firas. These are passed ou to the other I1acs
of tre group, and a bulk order is put together. It is posted off and
we often get quite suostantial discounts. We now- have coawunication or
irregular corcespondance with a satisfactorary nuacer of dealers .
zogether. | o

We cover all of the Biruingna.. voosshops that sell SF. %e .ake a point
of 4oing to various centres of faunish activity in large parties. 4nd
of course, we hold frequeut weetings. 1 .

SFTER__HOUKS.

¥eetings are held ‘irregularly, though usually at least once a weex. On
historic cccasious we have pushed the total up as high as fourmeetings
in one weex, but this so exhausted everyone, that we did not c0n5reé%£
-again for some time, o : '

At meetings, we spend a lot of tiwe excnanfing information,couuients on
stories, etc. Then tne arguaents start. Although it nas long been a
.ule never to mention Politics or heligion ( It is not funny.®e do not
want any vendettas just yet ) , there are plenty of eother supbjerts.

A perenunial topic is that of " the best " SF autinor. (actually a
meaningless councept.) Individual conitenders nca include the Dave
Casey faction, who .support Edwona Hamiltonj; the Poul Auderso.Followers
led Ly Kog Peyton ; and the Jack Vance sect ( Pete Weston, Dave (Casey&
others. ) Of course, we all acknowledge tnat everyone elses' hero is
‘vretty goed' ., and: the closest ruwner-up in .everyones cnoice, is of
course, Rooert~A.- deinleirn. S B

After the argusnents, the darts coiie out, or tine cards, or a Japanese
zane, 'Go', revived from ooscurity by Chas. Winsteone. The latter is a
zaie that is well wortn an article in itself. The strategy is subtle,

PUBLICITY.

The Group sgends. a great deal of effort to contact new fans. An influx
of new .faceg keeps the zroup fresn, as well as being to trie advantage
of all concerned. ( What do you want to trade 7 ) "= -+ & -

To this end, the nmewbers of the Group caploy varicis meanus.

Yotices -are on . display ii: tne SF displays of aany local shops, = and
we hope that fans will ‘ses these. Adveryisements-have appeared in one
of the local paperse, -and the group has had a write-up in the'Erdington
News' ., One-other tric« is to leave small- cards ii. SF books that are
traded in.-at various' shops. This latter device cawi be very successful.

IF"YOU ARE EVER IN ‘BIRMINGHAW, LOOL US UP.

9

GQUOTE “"Neofan : Do you. nave a sense of the macabre |

Teague : Who. wrote it ?
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A LISTING OF SOME 3IRMINGHAHA \ & DISTHI ) FANS,

Cllfford Teague, 1/29Y Heath Street, Winson Greeun, Birmihéuam. (5SFA)

Rogzer G. Peyton , 77

Grayswood Parx Road, Quiutoi, piraingha..

SFA
Charles ™instoue, 71, Georze koad, Erdin ton 5irmihgham (bSbAg

Peter K. Weston , 9,

PUfluCu br\quﬂt dorthfield, Birwinghai, (bSF/;

Oliver Harver , 12/40 Bracebridge Street Aston ,vbirmihgham. §~5bh
Mike Turner , 54 , Purk Bill koud , = Huroorne ,’ Birwinghad. (BSTA)
Dave Casey, 27, Lincoln Street, sasall heath 'y Biruainghaw.

Rod filuer , 44, Sheepwasih Lane, Greatoridge. , Tipgton .. (BSFA)
keryi Henley, 59 , The Fearnin_s, Cravuvs Cross, Redultcn’, (BSFA)

-

Jack Picxkering, 224

, Vicloria koad |, JAsten -, Birmilngna.,

won Haycock ,192, Grucemerc (rescent,Hall Green ., bBirminghaa. (BSFA)
Richard WlKeS, 149 Balden Road , - Haroorue , biramiughsw. (ESFa)
Lasrsnce Terry , 6/27, Church Roud , Northfield , sirminghe,
Anthony Veutris-field, 350 Collc.e Roud, Lirdia ton pirainghan.

Geoffrey Tallis, 24,

Achiesou koad , Hall +@Gregi. , Birainghai.

Junet “ills, 45, Shepley Road , Rednal CBirminghan.
Anthony Creenway , 12, ~achin koad , DBrdingston, siraiignd.

The above fans are¢ of varying states of xeenuness . iost if not all of

thewm atteind aeetings

reasonanly often. lnvrb are several addresses

that are as now belnc investigated , and whichh wsay lead to tne list-
~ing of further .wues ou future lists. ’

QUOTE

td

s (Heard at .ectia, ufter storuwy arguewsent on werits of various

authors ) " 111 have to read some SF. 1 only read 'New Maps

Of Hell !

anG I1've oluffed tne rest., ™

ACKITOWLEDGUENTS ¢ (Being & word of tnaunxs to tihiose wuo have helped )

The staff of Boots Livbrary, Hew Street, -for help dlth SE tltles.

The Panther Sales Representative for Lhe' ‘idlands .

The chaps in the various ovooxgshops that ldVb dlsgluyeu nOb1C689 and
generally to publicise tiie Gro.p.

The girls in Hudsons

-~ They put up witnn a lot .

Gollancz for assorted iunforaation and services.
Ken Cheslin for advicce about printi.. and paper .

Mrs W elnr N for
A1l the contrioutors

helpin. witin the prianting & techniicul assistance.
wiio have sent we material for this magazine .

All the chaps wno nave sent sowples of thelr wa_ssines, letters of

comment on Zenitn 1

, and otner detuils .

A XEEN LOCAL FAN ? GEY I TOUCH ®ITH US nOW . WE WANT MEMBERS -
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I wish I'd never let Cru-Si.u enter
a plea of insanity. But ne said it
was the only way to get me off. Well
I know now that death oy tail stran-
~euldtion would nave oeen infinitely
preferadle to this. If 1 wasn't
crazy oefore I was sent tothis piace
I sure will be by t..e tilue tney let
e go.

If you caught a cocsy young grilch
aessiug about witn your numoer tnree
wife, +hat would you do -~ say,"I oey
your pardoun," and retire ciscreetly?
No, you wouldn't, anda neithe. aid 1.
I crept up vehind niu,ay tail twitcn
-1, with rage and clads unsheathned
on all four nands. Silent as I was,
he ust nave seusew uyangry presence
10r he opeaned nis rear eye in alarm
at the last woment. ile let out a 7o~
-decibel screec., and Jjuuped to one
side. Liumicer tnree wife beat it, but
quick. dever mind, I toaougnt , I'1ll
attend to you later.

We L1 -~zaz_ed around,each trying
to get vehind tne other. Ii. case you
don't xnow, tne ounly way to lay out
a grilcn is to apply pressure, or a
slow, to the vase of nis tail.

He lashed outr with an upper arm ,
tryiu, to xnocx me off-palance ; I
caugint tne flailing l1imb, and swung
. him around in savase triumph.l leap-
—-ed upwards, inteundin. to land with
all wy consideraple weignt, oir the
- vulneravle spot. hkealisiung wnat was
coining, he screeched asain , and
flung hiwself forward.

BERYL FENLEY is a houseuife with a dy.aiic personality. She Writes
stories, poens, and nas recently broxen into the lucrative field of
'pop' song-writing. She lives some distance froa tire rest of the
Group, but visites wienevey possiole. Beryl nas sowe hignly original
ideas about life, which are sometimes reflected iu ner stories., She
also nas a couple of pheromenally-inteli_ent childrern,aho play Chess
well ernough to veat Lawrence Terry, wno is a regional champion ,



V...And went straight out of the windouw.

My apartment, as oefi.s tne first-_rade .anager of a kituree fara,
is ten stories up. Tney said he waq“ﬂroaaoly deaa of aeuro - shock
pefore he hit tne sround. It's certaii tnat he couldn't have = ©teen
deader after he hit it .

They called it murder. ie, a firsi—grade manager, accused of tne
archaic crime of aurder, virtually unsnowu. on Krathan § During  uy
trial ( Ha ! If that's what you call it ! ) the courtrodu was aluost
enpty. ‘rie video cowganies wouldn't touch the case witn a malloti-
-stick. The newsblocks gave it tio lines on tne back page the ifirst
day, and thereafter ignored it. .rathan was ashaumed of me.  Krathan
didr't want to Know. ' ' S :

Yhicn would have oeeu very right and proper if I'd Dbeen guilty.

My nuwaoer one lee, vless her, actually visited .ue once,'tue” day
before the trial. tler tail ,resen with shawe, she told’ we  that | my
crime had caused tne Ol~~GSt scaadal oi Kratnan since the .graft
trials, seventeen mandts earlier. I was speecnless witn  rage and
‘humiliation. Those decadent surgeons, stealing tails. fro. tne nori-
wourable bodiés of dead first-class citisens, and grafting thew. onto
awful nouveaux-riches of third-class status. -- Fauncy compariﬂo ny
accident” to that disgraceful affair !

Rut they wouldn't beilevv it was ain accident. And ay nuaver three
w1fe, celieviig tnat she saw a gay to avoia cudotlseaent swore trat
she'd seen me pushn hiua. The lying little she-zrilcn ! lﬂought_tohave
listened to nu.ver ‘one, she never Gid trust nuabdber three; and it
wasn't jealousy, because she's always oee.. best of frl&uus witn N=Z.

They said my .anagerial status entitleu we to tne services of an
Upstairs Counsellor. I recxon now that I couldn't have coume off any
worse if I'd beei represesnited oy tne youngest, grecuest, Downstuirs
Counsellor witn & still - wet tail . .

Be tnat as it way, I sot Ugstairs Counsellor Tnavoc cru-Sin. And
when 1'm released —- if I'. released --1 snall nave a few words to
~say to him . : )

Je was, adaittedly, a clever grilcn. He wariea e tnat the father
of my victim ( evel oody would persist in calling that slimy young
grilch my VICTIM ! ), was ou tne Board of Assessors, and was deter-
-mined to have wy tail. U.C. cru-Sin insisted on tne advisaoility of
pleading insanity. It would weawn, he told we, that 1 would be sent
for an unspecified perioa of time to s laugiiiung acadewy, and that 1f
I behaved zyself, and showed suitable re.orse, 1 would be.  released
to enjoy. amy old age in peace . : co

The way that cunning old devil put it, it sounded infinitely pref-
-erable to having .ay tail daputatea without sleep-jabs, ane theu ode-
~ing stranglec.witn it. Krathan hadn't xnown an gxecution for qany
sanats,. and “everrcru—81n emoha81séd noullsnly,ofaﬁMdnaéerlalgrllcn

M"And- tnan " e added inpres 1vely " oof “the, unfortunate gxcut-—
~ioner.«1t is auch & shock tO‘%lS nervous ystem tinat-he will gointo
a decliné, and die witnin a Yew jorus. They always do, you snow.That
is why the oldest citizen of Krathan always volunteers for this
terriole duty . "



I tried to think about the executioner. It was & mistace . A1l 1
could see was iy amputated tail, coiled in four old, shagy hands,and
being lifted towards my uneck. I closed my eyes and sauddered.cru-~3in
thought I was suffering on the executioners vehalf. I wasa't. I was
suffering strictly on ay own.

So I let him eanter a plea of insanity. I said the thinszs he told
me to say, pretendi.i that I couldan't for the life of wme uniderstand

what all the fuss was about. When I was sudjected to the psychoprobe

I followed. cru-3Sins instructions again. I let avself set thundering
mad -- at the dead grilch, nis father, iy nuacer three wife,thewhole
Board of Assessors, cru-3in himself, aud Krathan in general. Aud the
executioner. Particularly the executioner. T
Afterwards cru-Sin told we the rest of it , standing outside my

cell so tnat I couldn't get at him to wmake him victii nuaber  two.

"Now then, " I vegan, ruooing my two upper hands together, " where
is this place I'm pbeing sent to 2" '

"Well,.. it == er -- it isn't on Krathan, " he told .ie nervously .

" WHAT ?°" I roared. " Oh Great God Tripiok, 1 HATE space-travel!"
_ "Space-travel is not involved, Manager sko-Lep," he said placating
“1y. . - :
I got the. distinct impression that he was trying to cutter me up.
For one thing, I was no longer a Manager. I nad autouatically for-
-feited all .y status titles when I was sentenced.

" Go on, " I said ominously. His tail twitching witn fright and
horror, he gabbled out the r7r1est and fled .

" GOD BLESS YOU MERRY GENTLEBEM "

(==~ with apologies to Jacxk Pickering):

As Christmas draws ever nearer, it becomes amore and
more important to get some yreeting cards.

It should now be possiole to supply anyone wno - 1is
interested witn SCIENCE FICTIOKAL cards.
Attractively illustrated by 1K, and printed care-
~-fully on card, thsese cards will be available at a
very reasonaole price from the Editor. Send a 3d.
stamp for further details, and a free sauple card .

7 o>




]

= 38 8

I fought the.i when they came for wme, but it wasn't any use. Panting,
they nauled me off, tellin_ eacn otaer that wadness added to agrilch's
nor.ual strengtn, tryin. to apologise for the terrible tning they were
forced to do to wme, anda promising to take excellent care of wy ovody
until I returned to <clai. it again, —-- 1i ever .

I wonder if that handsoue vody has aged or altered at all , lying
these many .sanats in its tank of suspension fluid ? I wouder if my
wives have gome to otner asates ? I hope cru-Sin got nuwanber three.That
would be a complete .revenze for what he did to we, and I won't have to
do a thing when I get bpacx< . If I get bacx .

8y teuporal manipulation, Krathan's legal technologists sent my wail
-ing spirit to the asyluw world, there to occupy tre newly--dborn body
of one of its netives. It is an appallin.ly ugly oody, oy Krathanic
standards, and to .age wy disgrace and shaie cowplete, it is female.

Well, I have done my nest. I tried to keep the laws, sucii asthey are
in this chaotic, anarchic environment. I have uaated with one of the

To describe, I have produced three .uore bodies for the insane of other
worlds to occupy . Hone of ilhe. is a Krathanite, but I didn't expect
that. Insanity is almost unkuow: on my peaceful, lovely world.We are a
sane, balanced, integrated race . After all, I wasn't insane.The umore
I think avbout it, the aore sure I am tnat I was the victi.u in thatcase
the victim of sowe Upstairs plotting, possiply instigated by cru-Sin
I was the first {rathanite to be sent off-world, boailess, as a psy-
--chotic, since way oack .

My punisnient-vody is slo.ing dowin, azein._. Socoun it will cease to
fuanction ; I asait tnis cvent wits mingled hope and fear. "hat will
happen when I am free of it ? Have I served out my time 7 "ill Iawake
in that beloved ovodv wunica slesp. in its tan. oun Jratian 7 Will I rise
up, shaking off trne sustainiu,, preserving fluid, swishing .y tail
for - the sheer joy o:. houecouaing %

Or willi I find unyvself trapped i.. yet another punisnsent-tody, nelp-
-less, tiuy, dependiig upo.. tne uuacertain .aluistrations of psychotics
as I did before ? 0Onh, loathisouwe prospect ¢

I @i so loncly dor wy oun «ind, the sane, gentle folx of Kratharn.
I an g0 housesick for ay spacious tenth-floor apartuent, witn its view
of the beautiful cro. y landscape, and the distant ping shimiaer ofthe
sea . Every night, I pray to Tri_ lok to end mv agaony; I .rourn with
desperate sinccrity. the death o7 tie youn; grilch, and repent ay rage
which was the uwwitting cause of nis denise.

Oh, Great Triplok, take pity 0w we , Your huitle servant and supp-
-licator. Allow we, In your great awercy, to return to the blesged
peace and sanity of xratnan. Condean ne not .o another terw of wmisery
in this terrible, mad place whicn the inwates call Bartieceececooeess

WESTON : "denry futtper is just a Jack Vance pen-name § "
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I* THE FEXT iscus of ZENITH I Lope to begin @ .co footure, oue tnat will
aeal with the numerous 'Future History' series that have been developed
by different writers over a period of years. I hope to include all ofthe
principal works of tnis kind, and I will endeavour to »e as comphrensive
and accurate as is possivle. A nuaver of our contriputors are compiling
the series, which should include tiie Poul Anderson future; the asinov
scheuse; Heinleins taoulatio ., and several oOtlierS.eecocececcevcosocccanns

By P R, WESTOAN.

~What constitutes a Future History ?

This is ‘one of the co.mon disagree-

-qents that can drise belween fans.

Everyone seems to have a different

definition in mind, and of course ,

there are always the particular ex-

-amples that cut across any liuwits.

For the purpose of these articles

I ain adopting the criteria that are

oelow :—

1. The true F/H series wust be made
up of a nuuiber of stories that
are actually written to it into
the chronology of the series. A
mere passing reference to vast ,
or contemporary incidents does
not seem to .ae to ve suftficient.
It is also not enou.n to write a
nali dozen pieces, and tnea att-
-eanpt to rain the. together into
a coherent whole by means of an
unsatisfactory and amorphous pro
~-logue. The result is ueither a
Future History, an anthology, or
a novel. It is a mess. Examples
to hand include 'Canopy Of Time'
and to a lesser degree, the Okie
series of James Blish.

2. I do not consider a F/H to be a
worthwhile structure, unless it
iz about different characters at
different points in the chrono-—
-logy of the series. For exaiple
a nuncer of connected stories
about one character may be €Xam
~cellent science fiction, but
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do not fall into the cateyory that we are considerin, here.

The reader must have a chance to follow the developuent of the
environment, and to do this, he must be presented with the crucial
moaents in the evolution of the chronology.

It is interesting and sometiwes amusing to compare the conceptions
of different authors. There is surprisingly little divergence in all
of these series, in so far as the destiny of wan seems to beto expand
into the stars and colonise extensively. Eacn autnor of course treats
the individual eddies in the streau of history in a different manner.
But even here, repeated similarities crop up.

The conclusion of most authors are that .an w#ill survivethe preseut
deadly confrontation of nuclear weapons. He will perfect rooots with
a sense of ego-iutegrity. He will perfect a star drive, aud spread un
~hindered 1nto the expanses of tne Galaxy.

What is so intrigueing is that many authors do not morethan mention
the existence of unhunaun intelligences, shilst otners spend a  great
deal of time anu wordage on the differeunces that will invariably rise
between alien and huaan. v

Naturally, the tneory of ‘cyclic nistory' ( so abusedby VanVogt in
nis "Voyage Of The Space keagle." ) , is used exteusively. Is this a
valid approacin to future proolems ? I for o.e hope that sometime in
the boundles.. future of aan , there =21ll be an end, or at least =a
watering-down of the rise-and-fall cycle of human acnlevement

A tory such as the Foundation epic of Asiuov set soume 40000 years
in the future, does amuch to depress ume, when I see houwo sapiens of
circa AD 40 millenia, penaving exactly as contemporary humanity .
Perhaps this is due to Asiwov merely bringing the Ko.an Eapire into
interstellar space.

For me, this is not good enough. After sucn a vast period of tiue
I would expect that soc1a1 evolution would have produced a oreed of
nan able to live an orderly life sitnout the neccessity of Rupire .

The immensities of time are too nroad for us to more than attempt
to forecast the possible ituture systems of _overment. However we can
try to look ahead. We can de reasonanly sure that any form of total-
~itarianism as embodied in the Imperium caun never provide an answer.
We can see that our present unstable Dewocratic system will not be
at all suitable . The very nature of the problew is such that any
sbtlution other than anarchism will not becowme agparent until we are
in a position to developg it.

But that is a very lonb way anead. Most of the stories tnat you
#ill find in these series coiicern theusclves with .auch shorter loo«s
ahead, being oftei no more thawn a century anead of our tine. For in-
~stance , almost all of Heinleins Future History series taxkes place
before 2250 AD.

The next issue of this maéa41ne should see the beginning of this
feature . I am not yet in a position to say exactly whose work we
will be tapulating . However, it will be one of the lesser known of
these series . 1 think that it «ill ve interestiug anda informativeto
many readers . '

DON'T MISS THE FIRST ARTICLE IN THIS SEKRIES. PLACE YOUR  ORDER FOR
ZEYITH THREE NOW .
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RODERICK J., MILNER. A ’ ; 7 The
‘ P : o Stars.
- Are
T~ . Falling
T , The
John Fastness T ' / Stars
slanued the door e 2 Are
of his bachelor flat Tl N, Falling
behind him, and descended R \ The
the shaxky stairs two at a time. ™« kN Stars
He always slaamed the door behind R N Are
him when he was annoyed, and he was . N Falling
always annoyed when he ran out of cig- N N,
-arettes unexpectedly. That is why he slammed L \\
the door behind him on the night of the falling RS \
stars. OQutside the grimy Victorian tenement iun wnlch ".\ /\.
he lived, Jonn turned left and headed brisxly towards ‘*u\,/ :
the 01Jarette machine on the corner of the street...... o

Kraal Haajibe, patrolling officer for Sector Nine switched ™. ™

over to autopilot and reached for a julu sbich. Discovering taat
he had run out, ne decided to head for nis garent ship for a fresh
supply, and irrataoly stavbed nis eight flhoers over the control toggle.
He had neglected to release autopllot. Normally the resulting 1nterfer -
-ence would oe phased out, but tnis tiwme the ship was so oriented that
it tumocled out of coutrol towards the upper ataosgnhere of Sol 3.
....At the cigarette .aaciiine Joh. Fastrness iuserted two and sixpence and
pulled open the aachine drawer. Pausing to remove his chauge frow the
pocket he glaunced upward at the clear say above. Hign up ia the outer at
-gosphere a sudden ourst of light sent streamers of quick-silver cascad-
-ing over the EIartn.

Krall Haajice, realisiug tnat nis craft was wildly out of countrol,
desperately thumbed tne release catch of his escape buossle.Unfortunately
it mis-fired and ornly as the snipg broke up iun tne glaunets atiwosphere did
the capsule escape, to be surnt up fractionally later tnan the mainship.
....John Fastiess watched, fascinated, as tne last tniu streawer of sil-
-ver died in the s<y. He touc..ed tne 7“lause of a watch to nis cicarette
and flicxed it asay. The discarded matcu spuun crazily to the grouna as
the last short stresx of silver faded and died i.. the clear, cold SKY .

ROD MILNER is a young chap who is wow iun cnar_e of tne paperouck dep-
-artuent of one of the largest bBiraingnaa oooksicps. He has made a  bold
display of SF , and wmust have nelped anany people to _.et started on _ood
SF bocxs. He nas also helped tne group very awuch , and does sugply .ost
of the inforwation needed for the advauce :iueus a, pearin. in ZEsITHd. Koa
is studying at coliege ( two of us ) and has little time to arite. This
means that his first contributiou for ZEiITH is a very short story , ocue
tnat iliustrates tne folly of speed, aud iuapatience. [t nas little plagt
and what there is nas appeared elsewnere ( " gKaleidoscope " by ray
Bradoury ? ), yet it is a well-written episode. "e snall be seeing inore
from Rod im future editious of ZELITH. Alre«dy, ne tells .e,ideas exist.
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THE NEW GENERATION UAGA INES. .

This feature coansists of reviews ot the asateur punlicatiouns tnet come
nmy way. I do not intend to review the established and well-knowr mags.
that are curreuntly iu existance, decause [ feul that itnsse have ogen
quite adecgquately reviewed elsewnere, and tnere is uo need to - Trepeat
I also feel tnat soume of the new magazines are sonewnat different in
style to tne establis .ed regulars. Normally, a science-fiction fanzine
is great fun, if you Know tne author, and all his friends, and canthus
understdnd all~the jokes & references. However, a .aagazine of thistype
is also calculated to drive away any fans that have only Just. beguli
their activities. : :
This has sll been said oeforc, malnly oy soue of the editors of such
magazines as are reviewed below. But they do have a good point.Science
Flctlon fanzines should not oe ngrown and clannish. There should be
some provision made for attrdctln asw blood, That is why I hope that
the 'ncw-look' magazines all survive. They are wainly edited by recent
additions to fandom, and should orin. wore such into the fold. _
( "And ZEFITH belongs, I hope, to this class. )

Point Of View. Produced and Edited oy Charles Platt, copies 6d. cach,
8, Sollershott “est, Letchworth. Herts.

Trnis first issue of PoV states exactly the point I raised avove . in
the editordzl sentimcnts 4 Charles Platt expresses aa wisn to be  less
of a fanzine, and wmore of o maoazine. lle then presents an issue that
contains mainly fiction, with™ Soiie extremely interesting material put
into au article on ESP. Tnere was a shortage ot .wiaterial for ko. One,
but it didn't sno., and Charles tells ue that he is assured of variety
in future issues. ‘
The 1issue was printed by spirit duplicator on foolscap, which when
bent double, mikes a compact 7"xe" size. The reproduction was good, a
little faded in spots, but quite readable. Trhne illustrations came out
well, out I am afraid tnat Charles possesses no MIK.
The sagazine was very similar in format and style to ZELITH ONE. Our
first issuc was printed by spirit duplicator, giving H"x8!" pa.,c-size..
Qur material was very different, the first issue being exclusively non
fiction. Now that the spiftit-.ethod has been scrapped, the page size
has reverted to a sore standard quarto.

Point Of view is 2 magazine that I could show to wmost of wy non-S.F,
friends, and which would prooaocly interest them. Jumber Two should be
out very soon, and %ill be worth shile ordering.

CHAQS --2. Produced and Edited by Rowaay, §1 Craven Street, Birkenhead

I didn't se¢ Number Que. I heard it was a laugh. This issue is a” bit
0ld now, but Nwiber 3 is not yet out . I liged it. -

CHAOS strikes a haopy wiediuw between 'straight' sf and dbcp—dyed fandom
It is wmainly wacky, but is well--worth reuulné. Tne issue contains the
second part of a serial, a piece oy Arcnhie jercer, a letter pa.e, quite
208d artwork by Roy and Kecn <aclntyre, and Roy's assorted cowiern S  anc
opinions throughout. The paper is of all thickness¢s and textures, and
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~~.one of the pages is printed on tissue paper. An interesting gimmick ,

Roy, be sure to include it in the next issue.

INSIDE Edited oy Jon White, 90 kiverside Drive, New York 24.2/-each.

When I first saw this magazine, I almost wept with cuwvy. It is a Very
Important Magazine. It is professional-looking, and contains waterial
by prOfGSbthal authors., I received Number 2, June 1963,

The size is 8%"x5i" , and it contains 54 pages, eacn a foolscap size
that has been reduced dowu and offset printed. Naturally,reproduction
is perfect for both illustrations and text.

Contributors include S.Fowler Wright, George 0. Smith, William Teuple
and wany more. Inside is top-rate, and I put my subscription in right
after finishing the issue. Now I await No. 3. eagerly.

TENSOR 2. Langdon Jones, 36, Winscoube Crescent, Baling, London. 1/-.

I liked TE&SOR 1, in spite of poor reproduction. Nuwber 2 came wmy way
recently, and I found it wucn the same. Reproductiown is still a oit
messy, though the illustrations coime througii well. The best part of
the  issue was 'The Journey Of Jones ' , being a report of Langs' ex -
-periences at the Con., in Easter., It is alwost time for kumber 3. &
I aw looking forward to seeing what will be iu the next issue. More
please about the tail-less tcat that inhabits the Jones household....

ICARUS 5. obtainapble from Fantic Publications, Dave Wood, 14 EDN—
- ~burgh Street, Radford Nottinghaw. 9d.

Another magazine that wants to breax away frow conventional - fawnish
content. The editorial in this issue contains a very strongly wcorded
critisism of fando.. generally, and fanzines particularly. I shouldnot

- “be surprised to see fireworxs in the Letter Column, next issue.

Icarus is run by a trio of young chaps who started the magazine as a
Sixth-foru magazine at school. It is now sowewhat satirical, using SF
as a vehicle for comment on today. The material is pretty good, and
I liked the odd footnotes on so wmany pages that raised short and snap
~py little coumments on pop wusic, etc,

There didn't seem to 'be auy of the traditional contents in Icarus. No
reviews of books, or other fauzines. There were also few illustration
As I said earlier, I lixked Icarus. It is just the correct .ixture of
whimsy and seriousness. Recom.ended. ,

ALIEN. 6. obtuiiable from Tony Edwards, 10 Cheltenhaxn Place,Chorlton-
-on-Medlock , Mahchester 13. 1/- per issuc.

-Alien is really going places. This issue has a printed cover with a

large still frouw MGM 's The Haunting. luside layout is wegl-handled,
and includes uore stllls. The content of this magazine is somewhat

--=continued on Page 18,=—-
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OLIVER HARVER In the dusk, we had stumoled up the narrow path- .

-way to the old house, walxked with fear,for this |
F@@ was the blackest night in our year. Trils was the
night of tne Couing 0f The Thing 0f Blood Red. The

Cifﬁ}a&; ’ thing that uiade our people trcmolc e .
anuer at its' name.

the four of us, on that fateful nignt, I was per- |

.—haps the least afraid. I «new more aoout the ‘thing
~ than the otner three, and knowing it's uotives and
“desires, I could in sy.pathetic wouaents alwmost under- |

-stand wny it coasitted tie terriole deeds whichwe thais
night, nad sworwu by tine devil to aveugec.
Inside the o d house, we wade ourselves as comfortable as
possible, coinsidering the dawp and cold, and buzan ourlong i
wait, for no-one xnew when the thing ,ould\COme Anytlmc
betwOen widnight and dawn it could spring on us, if we
were not constantly on watch.
The long: 'night wore on, at one time we nearly slept,
S0 oppresolve was the atmosphbre of that accurSpd
T Oule
And then at last we heard the sound that woke us to ﬁfii?
full consciousness, that swept away all tine drowsiness
frow our minds. So lightly, tnat if we had -not known
what to listen for, we would have missed it, a faint éE?
scraping noise .sounded on the roof above our heads.
At the sound in the chimney, we tensed and moved tow
towards the dark re¢cess tnat was the fireplace.
"e walted, until at last, after an almost inter-
-minable time, the extromity of the things body
aypeared.---In the mooniignt, it's opody
appeared to glow slightly, as though. the

moonlizht gave it life. Q
The thing fell to the floor witn a floppiné sound,_ \
and for the first time, we got a clear view of the _ :Q§
monster. It was a pale red in colour, and the outline = o
of it .was fringed with sowme grey-white substance that M‘/k

gave it a quality of utmost wmalignancy.
--0val in shape, it gave the impression of bloatedness,
as though it had sucked up souwe horribly-stenching miasuiic fluid.
"¢ stood rooted to the spot in fear and disgust, and then it
moved slightly towards us. Whether it was about to attack or not ,
we will never kno«, for at that uoment, one of my companions screamed,
and this broke us out of our stupour.

OLIVER HARVER is a quiet-secming chap, who sits in corners and says a -
word once every ‘half-hour. Underneath, however, he is pretty sharp, and
Knows exactly what is going on. 0lly is a dao- hand at writing a short :
story or artlcle, and dashes thei: off with susto. The Storics usually
have a nasty twist, though 0lly lacks this hiwself. He is a kcen  darts
player, and comes to every meeting with commeudable punctuality. His
collection is rumoured to be quite large; but true to form, 0lly willrot
confiru of deny this.,
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We drew our swords, and rushed forward as a man , hacking, = stabblng ,
striking hard and decp into the foul monster . We rewmembered - the ..any-
times it had thwarted our plans, how it had turned oul young people-into
perverted monsters , without a thougnt of the conseguences of 1tsact10ns
Well, now it was our turn , and we paid it back in full.

When it was over, we sprawled exhausted on the floor, all our énergy
spent in the wadly ecsatic moment of the things death. It lay on. the
floor , spread out to twice its former size, bloodled and-slasned. It Was
a revolting sight. I was sick .

"hen we nad recovered slightly , we went out iuto the cool nléht e It
was raining a little, and we rested for a tiume , letting it spit . over
our faces before we made our way home . ‘

All this was long years ago now, and the horror of that night hasfaded
with the passing of the years, so I am able to tell tnis tale with not
too much reluctance . I can tell it to the younger members of the- .clan,
as we hold our feasts in the cemetary on the hill . They shlver with
delight at this strange tale,and I do still . But it was not so delight
-ful at the time. He put up a hell of a fight, did Santa .

'o-o-o-ofb—bfo—o—o—o—o-o-o-o-o—o—o—o-O»o—o~o-o-o~o—o—o~o—o-ouo—o—o-o»o—o-
FANZINES ——-——=—mmemm e continued frouw P. 16, ——cmmmmmmm
ALIEN. 6.

.different froa most, in so uuch that it nandles a large awount of fan
-tasy and supernatural material as well as SF, This uakes a refreshing
change; “and helps to keep tne interests of the SF fan frow becoming too
restricted.

This issue.contains two stories, ylus a coapetition —winner stury ; film
review page, letter coluun, and short article and oibliography on Edgar
Rice Burroughs.

Alien informs us in the next issue ( Jan. 1964 ) there will be a "  NEW
LOOK " in amateur magazines. A new printing process, for covers, illoes
and interior material, plus occasional photographs and full pa:es in
colour.

It will be interesting to see this achieveurnt. It can certainly be said
that ALIEN is setting a fast pace for all its coaupetitors.

That exhausts fanzines for this time. The next issue will contain  more
reviews, as I obtain the required magazines. To other Editors. Send me
your publication, and I will coawent on it in Zeunitn. (space permitting)

. o e Bt < P b i ~ ik it e o e s vl o et v ey % %t

The Birmingham Group needs correspondants in the USA, preferably people
taking an interest in SF. We are interested in exchanging books and maxg-
-azines, possibly amateur publication, informatioa of interest, etc etc.
If anyone reading tnis can help, please communicate with the Editor....
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o £ FAN Boeks
(\i_: %J%Lé - b’y Roger G. Peyton.,
Bl

In the last issue of ZENITH , I mentioned in .y griticle on Poul Auderson
that none of his books had yet oeen publisned in paperbacx “for.. in  tnis
country . - o ‘

I can now report tnat this unfortunate state of affairs will be correct-
-¢d by Pan in Feoruary , when tney +ill puolish " Guardians Of Tiae "(pre-
-viously in Gollancu, now out of priant )

Pans output of SF has ve¢n in the past very poor indeed, out looking at
“heir future programuae, it seews that SF fans are in for a _Lood time. Pau
000Ks have always been well produced , (unone of this shoddy printin., which
most publishers are guilty of at one tiwe or another. ) And .~hen they have
rublished an SF oook, it has always veen a first class one, witn tne sole
cxception of "Spaceways " by Cnarles Eric kaine . (although well written ,
this 200k is hardly more trnan a tramnsplanted wurder wystery .

dround auout 1955, Pan publisned several excellent titles, but since
then , nothing new has appeared , only a few reprints of theses early pio-
-aeer titles. kut in the inext few wonths, they hiave sowe brand-new titles
ready , which are every bit as zoo0d as their predecessors .

A Tisting Of Science Fiction 3Books Issued By Pui. .

out of the Sileut Planet . ¢.S.Lewis. 1.
Joyages To Venus. " 2.
"nat Hideous Streugth. " 3.
e Time Macnine. H.G. Wells. 4.
Childhoods End . Arthur C. Clarke. Q.
Preiude to Space. " 0.
marthlight. n T,
LPECEWAYS Charles Eric Maine. 8.
Men T Who Sold The Moon Robert A Heinlein. S
Green Hills Of Earth. : " 10.
ihe Cataclysmu. R.C.Sherriff, 11.
Cowing Shortly .

Guardians Of Time . Poul Anderson. 12,
¥all Of Moondust . Arthur C. Clarke. 13.

"

Sands Of Mars. 14.

Notes.
feprints of Nos. 5, 7, & 9 riow out, new cover paiuntings. (Not as good as
orizinals ;, which were really excellcnt paintings.
Somewhere, Pan lost rignts to No.6. It appeared as a reprint, 4-‘quare in
iast years releases. lowever, No. 14. was publisned by Corgi, originally ,
su Pan must have gained the copyright of this book.s

RCGER PEYTON . One of tiie original wembers of the Group, he has an office
job, and an official-looxing collection. Everything has its proper place .
He turns out checklists now, (see elscwnere in tnis. issuc¢ ) and spends the
rect of the tiwme kKeeping chéck on his catalogues. ZENITH will nawe a piece
by Rog. appearing almost every tiuwe, (articles on publishers, authors...)

e
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A. V. Ventris -
t~ ~-Field . f

PR R PR A e
.3 1 am already talking to the converted, I shall not speak about the fas-
..cination of space travel , tne new frontiers, etc, but shall go straight
to the point of .7 rticle . ,

How many fans have realisced that interesting sideline to our own pet -
~gubject that exists in staups ? I say fcereign stauwps, bccausc we have no
space stawps of our own to date. This 1is due to the typical blindness of
the Post O0ffice. We have plenty of subjects for gritish stasps, -~ the two
sritish satellites now in oroit , the Blue Streax launching rocket for the
Furopean Space Project, Jodrell smank, and wmany others

“rance orousnt out a whole series of staumps about Telstar,'to 2ive every
~bedy the impression that the space transmission was vetween Andover,Maine
and Plewseur -Bodou in France,

Wnat about Goonhilly Downs, our own receiver 9

Having got over my pet grouse, let us return to the main streawm of the
whicle . Namely, How to be am Astro. Philatelist .

Y
ASTRO PHILATELY 3
{
(

) Ventris - Bleld has been touch witii the Group for a - cousiderable
N8 of time, aithough he has not until recently been coming alonyg to
~eesings. He works with newspaper concerns, and while with the 'Erdlnéton
ﬂ*xc ' he very kindly did a feature on the Group, including a large photo.
v: "~ifTo rooi and collection. Regrettably, wany of the Group have joined
cc then, so a repeat performance is called for.

Lvry has a really beautiful collection of space stamps which he showed
voat a meeting, There wust be very few that he does not have, and it is
a cource of wonder to us all that he can afford stamps and SF !

AR e A G Gt an sy At S m et 1 Cem et ABrm e e i mt omeh A s 4% et i FOr S s i e e et

SPACE GOSSIT. ©y A.V.Ventris-ficid.

&1

....cust heard that Valentina Tereshkova the girl Astronaut has been pro-
-moted frowm Junior Liecutenant to Captain. Is this so that husband Nikol-
~aev can hold hands officially, without offending wmilitary protogwol ?

i wonder if thse returu cf Gagarin and Vval frow Cuba means a yoon -~ Circuit.
in the near future ? She nas .been quoted as saying that she w1ll be in the
crew, and that Gagarin will pilot .
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There are a large number of SCt&,*LVLn uON, that acn be plCKed up from
a dealerfor a few pence .. 3ut beware ! 'The dealers are becoming aware of
the growing popularlty of space - staups , and prices are rochtanc(pun)
I notire that iy own dealer has now atarted a separate section 'for space
- The earliest of all caise of .course froii our courades pehind the Iron
Curtain , and thby certainly wade a field day of it. But before verylong
everybody got in on  the act . -- USA , Togoland, France , Paraguay, such
places totally’ unconnscted with space travel such as Haiti, Indonesia ,
jonaco , Egypt~. Everybody cxcept.the stch—ln-the-nud United Kingdou .

Souc of the most interesting to a fan comé fro. Czechoslovakia . Two
recent sets frowm this country are really science fiction, featuring land
-ings on the Koon, Space Stations, Interplanctary ships, -- the lot' And
don't think that thcy are not worth COllCCtlné . The first Russian Sput-
-nik stamp, pricec 40 kopeks, (about 2% d. ) is now w ®th 7/6. -~ Not bad
interest for only six years . _

Mpst collectors obtain their staups frou dealcrs, but there are other
sources of supply . I zet some of . staups frou pen pal correspondents
frow people in soc1ct1es such as the Anglo-Soviet Saciety, and even. at
garden partles siven by people in Birmingha, and nearby ares.

If you are only acle towget s awmps from.a. dealer, don't be downhearted
If you can get theuw straldht after release, they are cheapest. The price
always rises the following year, -- when Titov visited Berlln, the East
Berliners comumeaorated tnb egvent with six staips at a price of 5/0.‘ The
following year, they weré. selling at 8/6., a profit of: 3/-.V jot obid;¢h 2

0f course ,-there arc some countries tnat are quite unscupulous , and
who quite deliberately ' wilk ' the collector . Such is the casc ofTogo-
-Land , who brought out a stawp of Alan B. Sheppard at 0.5 Frauncs. (' Tuc
first US space ‘hop' , not oroit. ) Then, ticy procecded to overprintthe
same stacp with the words 'John H Glena Orovital Flight' shen he went up.
—-—— and raised the price to 100 Francs .

Apart from profitaole spcculatlon, the one other thing that I want to
stress about Astro-Philately , ig& that this subjsct is istory in the
making . Espécidlly to the older fans like nyself -- we are Seeling our
dreams come true , and these stawps are a vindication of the dayswhen we
were thought of as those qucer people who did not know that "™ What Goes
Up , uustrbox Down. " He who lauzhs last, eh ?

oxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxOxoxoxo;oxoonox
INFORMATION ™ANTED : OTHER FAN - EDITORS PLEASE COPY ! '
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IF Science Fiction lagdziﬁ; (Us Edition ) Please send the following in--
-formation to Roger G. Peyton, 77 Grayswood Park Rd. Quinton,Birminghai,

For 21l issues listed velow,-- Editors; Title and Artist of Cover Paint-
-ing; Listing of story titles & authors; type of story (short, novel,..)

Vol 4 No 4. Deceuber 1954 Vol 7 No 5. August 1957

Vol 5 No 1. ifarch 195, Vol 9 ko 3.7 RN

Yol 6 Mo 41 gunc 1691 VoI 9o 4 1 Dates unnown due ce
Vol 6 No 5. August 1956 Vol 9 No 5. i d

w

Vol 7 o 1. Decewver 1856
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The agent of the United Worlds Council began slowly to awake and Shiver.
This was his thirtecnth wmissioi, and we was not yet used to the "Freeze."
A voice .in h1s ear beran to drone : Awake. Switch On Record.

Awake. Switch On Record.

Awake. Switch On ReCevevoeenne
003+ switched on the screcn, a short distance above his face the picture
of the Grand Council meeting came into focus.

The five representatives were gathered in the meeting roow. Tnere were
the "Blobs"; ""orms";"Multilegs";"Twoleys"; and the "Lightballs," each in
their individual atmosphere chambers. The"Blob " was speaking.

..."The Twolegs agent has received the neccessary alterations. I willcall
hiu now. "

003% entercd and saluted His fa01al breathing organ had been wade smwall-
-er, and itched terrlbly.

.5 "Your mission is to prevent a barbaric race frow achiéeving space-
- travel . As very little is known about their psychology, you must act

on your own initiative .

JACK ©PICKFRING is another founder-member of the Group. He is not
often now, due to his working nights, ( and earuning fabulous amounts of
noney ). He sports a formidable beard, has a beautiful collection of U.S.
Galaxy & F&SF , and has travelled all over the place ( Syria, Egypt, etc)
This is Jacks first contribution., I like it, and hope he will send more.
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00337 swiktched off. His subconscious triggered back to full mewiory.He was
glad to leave the Freezer , and enter his comfortable cabin . He saw by the
screen that he was already descending on the darx side of the planct. The
sphere descended into the centre of a large patch of vegetation. 0 3% left
the ship, switching on the PSibeacon . He began to walk into the open ’, and
came upon a wide plastic strig. He was regarding it curiously when a sound
at his side made¢ him turn.

"GRUMPHEEK." said the alien.

He saw at once that it bore a resemblance to himself, but its face  was
barbarlcally cainted , and its hair was obright red.

003} quickly adgusted his "Translator".
"Greetings , spacewman ! ".

His heart jumped. "How do you know I'm a spaceman ? " he asked the alien.
"Who else would wear a silver suit . Are you looking for a female ? "
"No, I was looking for my way back to the launching site. "

"Well , it's over that way, " said the alien, pointing.

003+ bowed and left, feelin, a little shaken. "Never Kknew a spaceman turn
down a chance like that . " he heard fer say as he walked away.Presently he
came upon a lighted wire gate, guarded hy an alien much more like himself,
and dre:sed in blue more adequately than the last one . It showed its teeth
and opened the gate. 003% showed his teeth back at it, and the alien seemed
pleased.

RUMOUR : We hear that Robert Heinlein and Poul Anderson will be guests at
the World Convention in London in 1965. True or false %

- ——

00%% began to walk towards the tallest building with the hope of gaining
1nformat10n about the planned attempt on space. It was ‘painted the"Imperial
Colour " and well 1lit by outside lights. There seeméd to be no ships at all
just a few other small buildings . The entranee of the tall building was
high in the side and entry was by what seemed to be a rising platform ; at
the bottom of this was another alien like the first. It handed 003+ a stiff
sheet of some white substance , covered on one side with strance writing.He
stepped on to the platform, and as it begau to rise , 003% noted that the
building was metal, and was not painted. ‘

As he reached the open door , he was surprised to see a vast number of
instruments . As he walked round he felt some familiarity with the dials ,
coloured lights , and meters, etc . This must be. the ship he was sent to

stop from reachlnv space . But why the odd shape ?
It was not until-he found the enormous metal tanks at the rear ofthe ship
that this question was answered . This was-'a "Rocket Powered " 3hip. He
remembered his own planets history , and seking the many typesof such ships
in museums . For many, thousands of years his people were held within their
own planetary. system. The wreckage of many-fallures still circled the Sun,
like a great graveyard of uen and metal . Then the: real power was dlscover—
-ed ; and contact made with the "United Worlds ". -
Sadly  ; 00%% hid the tiny "Ieonic-wave Bomb., " He rode dosn  &azain on the
platform, the guard held its hand out for'the board. He exchanfed the tooth
rltual w1th the gate guard, who .ade some remark about stanmina and  headed
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LETTER PAGE
( it's not much of a page, but there aren't many letters. )

HARRY TURNER , Cheshire. (Edifor of the original ZENITH )

"...1've no objection to you callin: your fanzine ZENITn. iy original
magazine lasted about eight 1ssues, twenty years ago, until. I vas
hauled into the RAF, and theii there was an odd issue in an atteupt at
revival, early in the 1S550's. So I can't see tnat anyone can gru.blc
at you using the name after all that lapse of time...." R :

ED. Thanks very auch Harry, that has set my wind ot rest. I ididn't
find out about your ZENITH uatil it was too 1ate, hope you i1iKe Lo 2.

————=continued on page 27.-==——=

LAST MISSION by Jack Pickering (continued frow page 23. )

003% slammed the airlock. He should have been feeling very relieved,
but his mind was troubled. He threw the switch which would take .him
home. Theé Council seemed very sure that these people could reachspace
with rockets, and yet his own people could not. Or were they,long ago
also sabotaged ?
He made his d60181on, and once more threw the switch. The planet grew
again on the view screen, with a golden light spreadlng froa the East
He wondered how these people would react to all he had to tell theu ,
and perhaps he would see again that painted female. He looked at the
PR instruments for the nawe of the ‘planet.

Sol III it said....
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A PARTIAL LISTING OF JACK

il

VANCE STORIES .

This listing is oy no weans cowmplete . We hope tnat readers who are aware :
of unlisted Vance stories will write in to the Editor, and then it should
or publish an addenuu in a future issue.

be possivle to revise this list,

Information collected and couwpiled for ZELITH 2.

Science Fiction Group .

oy mewbers of Biruinghai

§S - Startling Stories; TS Thrilling "onder Stories ; ASF Astounding SF.

Planet Of The Black Dust
Hard Luck Diggings

The Unspeakable i.cIncn
The Sub-Standard Sardines
The King Of Thieves

The Howling Bounders

The Spa Of The Stars
Cosmic Hotfoot

The Space Pirate (5 Gold Bands )

“en Of The Ten Books
#asquerade On Dicanthropus
Abercrombie Station .. .
Sabotage On Sulphur Planot
Noise

Big Planet

The Kokad Warriors
Three-legged Joe

The Houses 0Of Isui.

The World Thinkers

Rhalida Fate

The Plagian Siphon-. -
Cholwells Chickens -
Tareyav~sh -

I C. a BeH. ,

Gateway To Strangeness
I1'11 Build Your Dream Castle
The Potters Of Firsk

Telek

Glft 0f The Gab

The “Jiracle ¥Workers
Dodkins Job

winner Lose All

Ullwards Retreat

The oon Moth

The Dragon Masters

SS
SSEor-Twsg
Ss{or TWS
SS
SS
S3
SS
3SS

SS(or TWS)
SS

SS
SS ,
SS(or TW#S)
SS
SS
TWS
TWS
- TRS
WS
Ama21n1
CAuiazing
Amazlnb‘
' ASF
ASF:
ASF
-ASF
ASF -
ASF
. Galaxy
Galaxy
Galaxy
Galaxy

- continued overleaf -~-

Sept..

July
Hov,
Jan.

?) Nov.
?) Nov.

July
Sept.
Nov.
ifarch
Sept.
-Feb.
June
Aug.
Sept.
Oct.
Jan.
Spring
Suiaer
Dec.
" Qct.
Aug.
Aug.
Oct.
Aug.
Sept.
Jan.
Nov,
July
Feb,
Dec.,
Dec.,
Aug.
Aug.

1646
1548
1948
1946 .
1649
1949
1550
1950
1950
1951
1951

1952

1952
1852
1652 -
1952
1953
1954
1945 .
1946 .
1951
1952
1958
1961
1962
1947
1950
1952
1955
1958
1960
1951
1958
1961
1962
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The House Lords Saturn Oct. 1957
The Enchianted Princess Oorbit Dec. 1954
Shape Up - Cosmos Nov. 1953
Sjaumback - if July 1953
The .ien Return Infinity July 1957
Ecological Onslaught Future May 1953
The Looin Of Darkness Worlds seyond Dec. 1950
The Brain 0f The Galaxy Worlds Beyond Feb. 1551
Laughter Of Sharrus Fontastic adventirc Oct. 1951
Reggie and the Vampire Fantastic Adventure Sept. 1948
The Devil On Salvation Bluff Star SF 3. ’
D. P. . “est SF Stories 5th scrics. B & De.
Book .Publicaticn.
To Live Forever 3 Ballantine 167
The Dying Earth. Lancer 7T74-807
Lanzuages 0Of Pao Avalon. 1957
Big Planet Avalon. 1957
vVandals 0f The Void. “inston Juvenile. 1953
Slaves Of The Klau / pig Planet Ace Double Boox '

i The Dragon ifasters / Five Gold Bands. Ace Douvle Booxs.

| uiscellanous.

I When The Five loons Rise. ( magazine and date not known )
Some stories listed as SS may be TWS. We do not have access to theissues
Addenum ( stories just discovered before printing ) concerned.,
Overlords 0f Mexuo ' TWS . Feb . 1951.
Son Of The Tree WS June . 1951.
New Bodies For 0ld TWS Aug. 1950.

\ it ‘
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The Roger 5. Peyton Listing Of Authors Pernaies is still available, at
t  6d. per copy, post free. List I contains over 100 pen-names of SFauthors
¥* It can be obtained througn the Editor, or by writing to Roger directly .

i QUOTE : CASEY ( to erudzine editor ) "Add Vance and be recosnised .\ i
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______ LETTERPAGE ( continued from page 24 )

ARCHIE MERCER. Bristol

...Generally speaking, I found the articles in thiss issue interesting,
but far too short. And why, I wonder, do female sf readers commit them-
-selves to paper in verse, rather than prose ? It happens time and tiue
again, it could almost be called a syndrome, or sometning.

You rave, all of you, over the book of Jack Vance's BIG PLANET ?

Sling it away and et hold of the magazine version (Startling Stories
Sept. 1952.) It's not only longer, it's considerably better -the book
version is considerably watered~down.

Anyway, 2ENITH 1, due to the method of duplicating if nothing else,is
not perfect;y reproduced it is neatly and grammatically produced, and
has a lot to be proud of, particularly for a first issue.

But you should have stuck to tradition by calling it CRUMMY,like Paul
Hammet was going to. ‘

Thanks Archie. Everyone agreed that the featdres were too short. It was
more or less deliberate policy though, I wanted to.give everyone a go ,

LANGDON JONES y London.

esofus, I qulte llke ZENITH ", even though --1 hate to admit it,--it 1is
a little too science-fictionally inclined for my tastes. I'm afraldthat
since 1 came into fandom, my interest in SF has waned considerably, I
hope that this is just reactlon.

"too-sf-ally inclined" sweet words of praise for ZENITH. That was what
we hoped to do, Lang, produce an SF magazine rather than a fanzine.

ROY KAY CHESHIRE ( only fragments, shortage of room )

«so.pon't like the cover, untidy somehow,...0n the other hand, the con-
-tents page was clever and well-designed....."It's A Hard Llfe" was too
short, Blue Pencil ? I know you say about wanting to kcep your .first
artlcles small, but there isn't enougn of this article to interest. You
like the start; just. get 1nto it, and all of a sudden you've finished .
It annoylng.....I did like the Summary Of Digit Books, for me one of
the most interesting pleces in the magaz1ne....Cute Dinasoar....... The
idea for the magazine is a good one, look forward to seeing how and
along what lines ZENITH develops.....

Just the letter we want, Roy. No I didn't blue-pencil Ollies article on
"Hard Life"., It was short from rough draft to completion. All of those
fans who have contributed secem to prefer to write very short pieces. I
look forward to comments etc. on No. 2. It has developed all right §
o—x-o—x-o-x-o-x-o-x-o-x—o-x-o-x-o-x—o-x-o-x-o-x-o-x-o-x-o-x—o—x-o-x-o-x
The mailbag was pretty satlsfactorary to me, in that poor reproduction
was excused, and most articles were liked. Comments on No.Z2 anybody ?






This cepuriment ol ZENITH carries reviews of the latest releases and
of older works that may have been missed. The reviews are conducted
by members of BSFG .

Further on, ycu will find advance information on the books that are
schedulad ©o be rocleased in the future, and on future issues of some
nf the professzional SF magazines. We would like to thank all of those
who have supplied information for this feature, and we are proud to
say that we do not think any other magazine besides"SF Times" carries
S0 much uvp to: date(& advance)book and magazine news.

e - "

TIME ICR TAE® STARS by Robert A Heinlein. Gollancz 1963 . 12/6 4 .

Thic is a puok, which although writien primarily for the juvenile
market; mekes acceptable readiné for the adult . Interstellar - radio
is sup\ﬁnvded by the use of pairs of identical telepathic twins. The
story is told in the first person singular by Tom, one of a pair of
such tw’23, Tre psychology of the unique relationship between iden -
~tical twire is well presented, although tne authors attempt todefine
the difierences between 'liking' and 'loving' doesn't quite come off,

There %s dry huaour in the mental exchanges between "Tom &and  his
brother, ra%t. Thers are also a few astonishingly naive passages which
are likely t: provoke hoots of derisive laughter from even thirteen-
-vear-¢ld reacers. For instance, is it likely that the father ofa boy
in his “xte teons, at some unspecified date in the future, would em-
-bark upen 2 red-raced Birds-'n'-Bees lecture before his son 1leaves
home 7 Or that Tom would have to be enlightened as to the meaning of
the slany t~rm ‘Lsadshrinker' ?

Heinle.u a3 leaned over backwards to avoid the veoszs’cf ary cuss-
stronger thzau “"Shucks" and "Goodness" (ugh ! ) Somebody ought to tell
him that evcon todays youngsters employ "Damn, Blast & Hell "™ without
causirg mote %tihan a slightly raised eyebrow. The lack of sophisticat-
-ion of Heinieins youngsters of the future, simply doesn't jell with
the highly *technological society in which they live.

Heinlein - tells us very little about that society, stlmulatlng the
roeders curiocity without any attempt to satisfy it . 's possibple
that youug rencders are not interested in the mores of a future cul -
-ture : theyv want a good adventure yarn whicn doesn't 'talk down' at
them. That wenld have been fine if Heinlein had left it as such. But
at the end of ths book, he drops a single hint, and this reviewer has
being going quietly mad in a corner, trying to extrapolate from that
one clue,

:- When Tou “eturns froiw his years (Earth-*ime ) in space, he nat-
—urally finds amany changes in customs, dress, language, etc., He is
slightly shocked to see bare-headed girls "Father would nevor allow
my sisters to come to table without wearing a hat ."™ o




Why ? Rellolon ? ( a dsrlvatlvc from Tewish customs perhaps ? ) or
Hygiene 7 One inore aberratlon of theé- masculine-superiority complex ?
( Heinlein will have Ted ‘Sturgéon after him { )

..In spite of thesec aamlttedly minor faults, the book is recommended ,
especially for those who prefer their SF without any aostractlons,, or
ph110s0ph1s1ng _

'..,....Beryl ‘Henley.

A HAYDFUL OF TIME. by Rosel George Brown. Ballantine Books, F703. 50c.

This at fiirst glance appeared to oe just another collection by one of
the wany authors under the Ballantine label . It is & lot more than
that . It is a superb collection by orie of the Tfes women who write
really excellent scieunce fiction . The bias is towards humour.I detect
a strong flavour of Evelyn E. Smith throughout the book. None of the
sticky verbalisation of Zenna Henderson, or the meaningless sophistic-
-ation of the F&SF school, I went through the boox at one 31tt1n5, and
out of the twelve stories, by favourlte is 'Fruiting Body.'

sessssessPeter R.Weston.

VIRGIN PLANET by Péul Anderson. Beacon Books. 270.

This dellbhtful story held my attentlon R

pleased to find in the authors note at the eud, an explanatlon of the
science used in the story, particularly in view of my own opinion "One
fallacy -- One Science Fiction Story )

The story tells of one mans landing on a planet where the whole pop-~
-ulation is female. The birth rate is kept up by partnogenosis,( Would
this produce only females ? ) The hero, Davis Bertras , °ecmso to be
rather ineffectual throughout the first three-quarters of the book,and
as to how the women could forget how the procreative act was carrled
out, { well, they were mammals, and would ptroduce their young as wmaw-
-als ) thls is also left in the -air, I thought while reading this,
that there was an astonishing siailarity to 'Flesh' oy Phlllp Farmer,
although the two stories are of obviously very @ifferent themes.

On the whole, Virgin Planet was most enjoyable, with the alienflora
and fauna well established, as were the differing female societies .

THE ABOMINABLE EARTH#AN by Frederick Pohl; Ballantine Books, F685.

This collection of stories by the author is wainly a repeat of stories
already published in Galaxy. They are all enjoyable reddlné,especially
the 'Martian Stargazers'. The alien technologies introduced in " The
Abominable Earthman" and "Whatever Counts" were very well detailed,al-
~thougn why Fred Pohl should allow the aliens to always have the upper
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“hand 1s rather depreosing. Of the seven storles ih the‘boox, tnere are
four conflicts of rEarthman versus Aliens.; Of these, the aliens win two
and draw twd. The other three- stories- don't ‘leave -the Earthmen - very

"‘happy,-elther .

eeeee..Charies Winstone

A CERTURY OF SCIEKCE FICTION . edited by Damown Knight. Gollancz .

"Every year we aim to publisn for the Christmas saason a bumper ST vol
-ume. --not just the regular rouhd-the~-year diet .of novel or short-
story coliectlon, but 1f we can find suitable materlal a 7 - course
banquet for the scieance fiction addict. " —-quote fr0m dust =-jacket.
This collection is indesd vigger tnan usual, =350 pages, and does con-
-tain a somewhat different range of stories to that in a usual anthol-
-ogy. However, for 21/- , this volume does not contain enough to make
it a truly memorable collection. Even so, it is excellent reading. 3ut
the one thing that I do not like is the amount of pages that are spent
-~ wasted -- on 'selections' frou ‘great works of SF, such as "Tna Time
Machine"; ."20 000~ Leagues. under the sea" etc. :

Five books frow Consul, as predicted by ZEWITH .I.

-~ TO.IORRO™ AND TO.ORRO% by Lewis Padgett; THE FAR REALITY ( THE FATRY
CHESSHEN ') by Lewis Padgett; BYPASS TO OTHERNESS by Henry {uttner; THE
OUTER REACHES e€dited by Aug ust Derleth; THE TIGE OF INFINITY cdited by
August Derleth. All froa ConSul, 2/6 eacg.

-—- Excellent books, all of tnem. 3ut I for one do not relish  payins
2/6 for Tomorrow and Tomorrow, with only 100 pages. Also, Consul :have
the nerve to put advertisements in their books, as in the old,bad.days
of Curtiss and Ha..iltou books, and 'Joan The Wad' . It is so much like
the Space Merchants, to fill a volumwe with adverts. N¥o more please .

TEHE EVOLUTION MAN by Roy Lewis, Penguin SF Series,

This boox was originally publlshed by Hutchinson as » = - .
Father " and can only marginally be classed as Science Fiction.
Indeed, it seems to ie that this story can be rated on several levels
as a fantasy, a couedy, or a decp biting satire. A1l the follies \of
mankind can be found here, and in'a’ ltht—heartcd way, Roy Lewis shows
us the origins of all human customs, 1nant10ns, and attitudes. I do
not really know how to class this book. I thought it was fabulous, but
I know of at lcast one SF fan who simply could not find anything that
interested him in the book. The best advice secims to be for you to try
the book for yourself. If you like it at all, you will like it a lot .

» 9 "0 e cThG EdltOI‘,
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In spite of increasing competition from Dobson and Faber, Gollancz are
still the leading publisher of hard-cover Science Fiction in Britain. R

SOME CURRENT RELEASES

Conditionally Human by Walter M., Miller. 15/ -
Methuselahs Children by Robert A. Heinlein. 15/~
Cats. Cradle by Kurt Vonnegut. 18/~

A Century Of S.F. edited by Damon Knight 21/~

TO BE PUBLISHED 1IN 1964.

The Furious Future. " by Algis Budrys. 15/~
Cycle: Of FRire by Hal Clement. 15/-
Strange Relations ‘ by Philip Jose Farmer. 15/~
Counterfeit World by Dariel F. Galouye. 15/~
In Deep. by Damon Knight. 15/~
Gladiator-At-Law by Pohl & Kornbluth. 15/~
Journey Beyond Tomorrow. by Robert Sheckley 15/~
Way Station by Clifford D. Simak. 16/~

Best From F&SF. 1lth Seriecs edited by Robert P. Mills. 18/-

JUVENILE SERIES.

Farmer In The Sky by Robert A. Heinlein 12/6
Red Planet . by Robert A. Heinlein 12/6
Time For The Stars by Robert A. Heinlein 12/6
Dolphin Island. by Arthur C. Clarke 12/6

IMAGINATIVE FICTION SERIES . (prices unknown )

The Purple Cloud. by M.P. Shiel.

A Voyage To Arcturus by David Lindsay
Medusa : by E.H.Visiak
Wylders Hand ‘ by J.S. Le Fanu.
The Greater Trumps by Charles Williams

The Lord Of The Sea’ by M.P.Shiel

The Gollancz books are all well-bound in strdng boards. However, it is
a pity that SF books do not have illustrated covers ( except the juv -

., =enile series, which I suspect are reprinted from the original covers *

issued by Scribners.) I would also like to see a reduction in some of

+,the prices, which seem to be steadily rising to ridiculous -extremes .
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The Paperbacks now on sale in \ -
this country are on the boom, §;,.%
and we ncw seg¢ vdoth US & UK 2
releases in libera_ cupplv.We hS
intend to try *o keep up to a "__gfi}
fairly efficient standard of e
re 1 - o e e > —ere
eporting on all of these rew " St
relecases,
CURRENT RELFEASHS IN GRLAT BRITAIN

The Shrouded Pliuet, Mavflowsr, Robert Randall, 3/6. A printing of the
U8 book. Wice cover.(Lid you know that ths series about Nidor has this
book, the later, "Damin: Light" and a novelette never published in UK
"pA11l The Kings Horseg! printed in an American Edition Analog.)
Considerable wordage adued to this book, since the appearance in the
magazine of the 3epaave stories.

Destination Universc & voyags O0f Space Beagle. Van Vogt. Panther Books
Reissucs, with attiactiVe covers. Prices nave gOone up.

Away fnd Bevond Van Vozgt. ; Dark Tides Russell. Panther Books, 3/6 d.
Just out; new-io0ck n cover paintings, a printing on matt surfaces for
covers, &iving uavivacilive apneorance. sSheows Tingerprints though.

Lest Darknsssg Fell L, %Oprogue DeCamn. Pyra: id /6d. New edition ofthis
Tonz-standing cicsaic.

Orbit Unlimited ©Poul Anderson. Ballantine Reissue. Same as earlier
printing excopt for ney shade of cover colouring.

The Unknown T.ditved by D,E,Bensen. A collection from UNKNOWN. Eleven
Tabulous storics, plus iiloes by L& Cartier, (Pyramid 3/6d.gA Bargain!
Or All The 3¢ i d.Eighteen

All The _Seasg With oysters. by Avram Davidson. Berkley 3/
Stories. Tivle race 0y 1lisos X6. What went wrong ?
Contact TNditew by Foel Keves. 12 storien concerning - -t life.Paperback
Library 3/6d. Ccod ~ollectinn, could have included "Gift Of Gab" Jack
Vance, R

The Answer by Thillp W74, Vaverback Library. 3/6. Wide-set type, and
only 94 pages- :

Great Scieunce licgion about Joctors edited Groff Conklin. Collier 7/64
117 pozes. L3 storien, Boonciiu. oinding end paper. The local bookshop
ordur, B S T7nooniy. Al but twe have sold, in a week, even at this
high price. I+ I3 < Tooyiorth “he cost, although there are several
eminantiy suitavle g toal ave not in the book. (0le Doc Methus-
elah; James Wancc 1 serice. )

- - — o — -

QUOTE : Beryxi Henlceyr ; SI' eddicts never bother with surnames. : It is
the Jaw of inverse proportion. —--- The smaller
the minority grouvp, the stronger the bond that

_holds them together. ) B
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PREVIEWS OF PuPER3aCK PUBLICMTIO;;?\\\\\\\

Shleld Poul Anderson. Berkley. 50c. Lot rcleased yet in UK

Star Surgeon James Wnite. Ballantine. 50c.

Waldo & Magic Inc. Robert Heinlein. Pyrawmid. 40c.(relssue) "
Supermind Mark Phillips. Pyramid. not yet relesased in UK.

6 x H (Jonathan Hnag ) RobertlHeinlein. Pyramid. (reissue) "
Strangers In Unive. s3imak, erkley. 50c. not yet released in UK
Darker Than You Thinwe: Jack Williawson. Lancer 75 c.

Starburst. Alfred 3ester. Signet (February 1963 but still not =zeen)
Supernova. Alfred Bester. Signet (Sowe time in 1964, new novel )

The Green Millenium . Fritz Leiber. Icon. 3/6d.
Guardians Of Time Poul Anderson. Pan.

Fall O0f Moondust Arthur C. Clarke. Pan.

Sands 0f Mars. Arthur C. Clarke. Pan.

No Refuge John Boland. Mayflower.

17 x Infinity. Groff Conklin. ifayflower.

Seven Gothic Tales. Isak Dinesen. Penguin.
Deathworld. Harry Harrison. Penguin,

The Night Shapes. James B3lish. Four Square.

The Sleeping And The Dead. Auzust Derleth. Four Square.
Children Of The Dawned, i.B.3ellwood. Four Sguare
Planet Of The Damned Harry Harriscn (reissue) Corgi.
The ind Thing. Fredric srown. (reissue) Corgil
In Deep. Damon Knight. Corgi

When Nova Publications cease publication in March, we hear that John
Carnell will become Science Fiction Editor for Corgi Books.

The Man Who Owned The World. Chas. Eric lMaine.Panther.
(cover painting is frow US PB edition of Stranger In 4 Strabge Land)

THE BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUSB.

December. Dark Universe. Galouye.
January. No Future In It. John Brunner.
February. Drowned World, J.G.B3allard.
March. Darkest Of Nights. liaine.
April. Time In Advance. William Tenn.

ZENITH can always use letters of coument; humourous quotes and re-
-marks ; odd bits of science-~ficgional 1nformatlon and commentj;neds
of forthcoming books ; short fictionj; and sf-al articles. ( & ads. )
Remember, decide what you want to see in ZENITH, then let _us know .
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VnGaZINE  NEWS.

Due to the US Dock Strike and Printing Strike, we have still not come
up to date with magazines sucn as GALAXY. This is now six months be=-
~hind schedule in this country. AIALOG was neither imported or issued
as a reprint for tnree or four months, and is not obtainable in this
country for these months.

WORLDS OF TOMORROW the new magazine in the Galaxy chain should be on
sale shortly, but it will not begin with the first US issue.

Issue dated August 1963 contains "All We ilarsmen" a short novel by
Philip K. Dick. '

GALAXY August 1963 ( to be released shortly )

Hot Planet , a novelette by fal Clement. ( illustrated on cover)
ALAXY October 1963.

' The Men In The Walls" a complete novel by William Tenn.

plus Leinster, cordwainer Smith, etc.

IF. July 1963,

The Reefs 0Of Space " bDbeginning a 3-part serial by Frederick Pohl and
Jack Williamson.

Also, Brian Aldiss, Keith Laumer, Robert Silverberg, ctc.

IF September 1963.

a new logo ana contents page design.

" The Expendables " a new story by Van Vogt. (first for 14 years
also, liurray Leinster , Lester del Rey, etc.

IF November 1963

John Brunner, Keith Laumer, Damon Lnight, etc.

IF January 1963

" Three Worlds To Conquer "™ L Z2-part serial by Poul Anderson.
also, Philip K. Dick. Robert F. Young, etc.

@
S

RECOMMENDED DEALERS.

Fantast (iedway) 1ltd. 75 Norfolk St. Wisbech Caubs.
G. X8n Chapman, 2 Ross Road, London. E

F & SF 300k Co. PO Box 415, Staten Island, il.Y. E
Gerry de la Ree, 277 Howland Ave, River Idge, N.Je
John E. Keestner, 2124 Kene Ct, 8rooklyn 37, N.Y.
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‘) From Roger G. Peyton ( The  Birminghanm
Press ) coms a new series of checklists
SF Pen-names (over 100) costs 64 copy .
Checklist Of Science Fiction Adventures
Hagazine will be released shortly . You
are advised to reserve a copy now.

Further Checklists of ACE BOOKS and IF
% magazine will be announced presently .

"O—O—OmO-OuOmOmO—OnO”O—O=O=O~O=O~O—O—Ow0

WANTED A copy of Jack Vances "Languages Of Pao" (Avalon 1957 )
«..2eter R, Weston, 9 Porlock Crescent, Northfield, B'ham 31.

SCIENCE FICTION PAPERBACK BOOKS FOR SALE.

All well-known authors, Sturgeon, Asimov, deinlein, etc. Mostly in mint
condition., Send SAE for lists to Clifford G. Teague, 1/299 Heath Street,
Winson Green, Birmingham.

WANTED A reasonably-priced Gestetner ( state whether electrically or
manually driven ) Charles Winstone, 71 George Rd. Erdington 23.

TANTED The Coming 0f Ccnan. Robert E. Howard. (Gnome Press )
ces Clifford G. Teague, address above.

WANTED Back-issues of"The FRagle" ; Vols. 2,3,4,&5. (c.1950) Exchanges,
or good prices pald e s o HATTY Wlnstone, 71 George Rd, B'ham 23,

HTANTED Support for ZENITH. If you liked this issue, please write to
the Editor with your comments., ( and your subscriptions ?).And
if you didn't lilke it, of course, the same applies. After all,
the next issue may contain something that you will absolutely
loathe, and_ you won't want to miss a chance to sneer at it.

—AyI? tbl\i SLJl\ )S: CU“E%DFWk,_ The Editors Comment

hC\S ANy F\mehc(n’ COD!CS OF I had a letter from the BSFA
: b Svr<EETV+{§PAITHS Library that was stamped with
three 1ltd. 1937 stamps issued

25} Ei& to celebrate the marriage  of
r King George VI & Qu.Elizabeth,
[}L R(.QIJN overprinted "T.iNGIER". So they

PLERSE CC3N7TW’; :— are still using these, at the
MIKE HI1 GGS, Library. Pennypinchers !
I3Q RARROWS ROAD, , .
STOP THE PRESSES ¢
SPRRIHI L L I that the pl for Icarus
see e plug
BIRMIN GHAM 1], didn't come out. The addressis
ENGLAND. Dave Wood, 14 Edinburg Street,
ALEO ToR BRITISH EDITIONS Radford, Nottlncnam ( 0K all?)
N2§” 1,_,A. 5 AnND ANY ToP PRICES

AFTER No. 2. = Pﬁfo i_jﬁ
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