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No, it is not all peaches and cream to stand faee to face with the
soul of A1 Ashley. But what writer could imagine a character such as
ke? What titan of the literary werld could create out of whole cloth
such dialog as is the daily conversation of Al Ashley? ™hat XKoruybski
could invent and employ such other-worldly logic? Al we have to do is
to write down what Al Ashley says and it makes a reputation for all
Shree ..ok us.

But it is going to have to stop.

Ashleyism is the new
occupational disease of FAPA. Ashleyism 1s a menace besides which pre-
monitions of disaster and the prostitution of science-fiction and the
failure of smerican Fandom are mere bageatelles., For mark you, we have
dipped once too often into this fount of undying inspirastion. 7Te can-
not write about anything except AL Ashley. 7e are getting so we even
cannot anat other than Al Ashley would &ct. Ve are s=laves, toys, chat-
tels~-we are €t the mercy of this fabulous little man.

Burbee used to
be quite a boy. (No double meenings, pleuse.) But Al Ashley set him
right on a couple of points and instead of publishing fanzines he
spends all his time messing around with electronic circuits,

T used %o
Write serious articles about the literary asvects of this andé thet. But
recently I weas doing an appreciation of ICHOR for the SATURDLY REVIEY
OF LITERATURE and I found myself quite invelunturily setting down some
thing s Al Ashley he d told me wbout the thermodynumics of hyvnotism.

This has get to stop.
7 want to be able to write what I want to sguin.
It is frightening to sit dovm to u typevriter &nd see that familiar Al
AshleyAlAshleyAlAshley pour cut of the machine without wy even touching
the keys, to jem my hands over my eurs to drewn out the Undervcod'e sar-
donig eackle only to hear that feint far-off gurgle of coffee ws that
infamous little man gives way to hig fiendsih glee,
T R WA R 1 0 e g
the mother-~lode of 41 Ashley all T vant to. You won't be jurming my
#Yaim, friends, if you muscls in on me. No, no, I will give you & full
deed to my mine, and you cen have the cre and the dross and the taiiings
---gll for your very own,
AS vn extra special inducement, I vill cven
give you the original thinking sap worn by Al Ashley when he mude &ll
his public pronouncements in FAPA. (It receally is & thinking cap too,
éven if some of the uninitisted #o point out its romaerkable resemllenee
to an artificial, iron-grey moustuche.)
Any tukers?
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Al Ashley wishes to deny the sllegation that the hurly-burly of
40th century exietence is so much too much for him that hec ie striving
to develve Into the foetal state.

wfhat in heck,!" he demanded, "ever
gave you the crazy notionl thet We Lehlpys are viwiparous?”
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