A VISIT FROM GRAHAN

Intered into the Feb. 1948 FaPa mailing by Xick Saeary
tf 2962 Santa Ana st., South Gate; Jalif. A one-snot, maybe.
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As I write the first draft of this, the smoke of Roger
Phillip Graham's cigarette still hangs in the air. So with my mind
unavle to think of anything elce, I start this report.

. FPirst of all I might explain the reason I agrees to the
visit., Rex Ward wrote me, asking if I would be willing for Graham te
visit me. There being some doubt in his mind in view of my past action.,
I desided that I would let them come, for after all, wny not. I diss-
agreed, with him, but I had not peen personly insulted as Ackerman nad,
therefore it was mearly a mater of different ideals. ind I doudted that
he could change mine. (And before anywne says I'm pig-headed, I mizht
add that I am sure he had uo idea of letting me chaZe his wind. vhich
indeed, I neaver tryed.) '

50 on Feb, 4, 1948 Zex and Grzham arived. I found Graham
a reather likeable person. Friendly enough, and hardly insultinz. In-
fact I can not rememoer that he said anything openly acainst fanaom.
Eut then hé would hardly be expected to give bullets to some one who
might use them to shoot at him. / I also desided that he would make a
wonderfull lawyer. I”am sure that after only 15 wminutes he would be able
to make a jury belive the judge had confessed. He put enough words in
iy mouth to fill a book. And most of his replys started with, So you
thinke-w-- « And it was seldom anyways near what I thought at all.

He seemed quite unable to graép nmy rcasons for being agains:
AS, 2almer and the column. So seeing he will read this, I'll go over
them, for him, and anyone elce. It will save a letter whicn provaole
wouldn't be answered. Ee failed to .answer the last one, after I had told
nim I didn't like some og his stories. (He nad asked me to read and
point out what was wrong with them, and I did.)

# Reason for not living AMAIILNG., I . dp not read it vecouse

1t does not print stories I like. Of all the stories I have read in it,
ouly four have been good., (I admitadly have not read a 1ot of the ones
people talk about,) #2. It's low grade of stories detrack from the 2oo0d
work done by other pro-zines to impwove the fcild. :#3. The 3haver storics,
which oeside becing bad as stories, make the magazine equal to any chccp
occult rag that is printed to bring in the moucy of weak wminded pecople.

\ Reason for not liking PALNER, 3ecouse of contenual attacks
agzainst fandom, and attemps to keep his readers from joining. and his
stupidey (from my standpoiut) in ptinting the Shaver stories as the truth.
(Graham asked me if it were not fans who had started the attacks. The
answer tho I dddn't think of it at the time was 'it take to to start a
fight.' Tne other pro's get letters blastisg just as nard, yet they can
lavgh it off. RAP get mad.)

Reason for not l¥king the COL7.. Nome other than it apears
in AS., And becouse of the above, I feel that I am atwar with A3, and do
noy want my name linked with it in any way, even in a review. The coluun
tho lacking in true understanding. of fandow, is not so pad. I 2w not
against Graham, but I do dissagree with him., It is up to others if tuey
support the :coiumn, I will not. Not unless X35 and Palmer change.
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I gos very little out of Graham in the way of straight
answers. 3ut what I did were interesting. (Oh yes, he said I could not
quote him.' I am not. I will only sayrwhat I think was ment.)

We were discussing the “hoax", and I said I thought RAP
had eather pulled the hoax to make fandom look bad, or had been really
crazy and was # lieing to say he wasn't. At first I thought I would get
anything out of him, as he started to say I had said RA2 should nave
admitef he was crazy, and was 2 lier for not doing it. I fimpely got him
to say that Hamling had writen the letter to sckerman, and that ne belive
it w~s Palmer's idea. Fe blamed 4e for his action, yet said he did what
Palmer had expected. He there for admits it was a hoax cooked up to inake
fans look bad. 4ind yet we are to look up to and velive a man that is that
deceatfull. Ha! and they talk about the deCourcy's. Double Hal

: - \nother point I Zot out that amuscd me was his saying, or
implying  that khe reason why AS stories were not béing reprinted in 0ooks
like stories from other mags, was that the publishers of these DooOks were
all old fans. He thus implys that these publishers would not print a good
story from AS, mearly becouse they hate AS. Fraham also repeated charges
we have heard from Palmer. Like, the okly reason fans vote ASF stories
so high is they hate a3, and therefore will not ¥ote for it. and thus
have nothingz vorth wild to vote for. Thu as much. as saying fans do not
have enough brains to vote for a really good story if they saw one. He
and Rex also compared the pwo mags cditorals. They said werc as RAP taliks
about the stories and nutbors,(and.blast fans) Campbell writes articles
that no one can understznd. Well pcrsonly I'd lot reather rcad two of
Sampbecll's thap hzlf of one of Palmers. (Foo forgiveme. for useing tnos
two names in the same linec. Ry

. One of the most startling remarks was to the efect that
Palmer had O-X the column in the hopes that Ackerman or some one would
stir up such a fuss that no fans would support it. That tnen he (RAP)
could go ahead and blast fans all the more. This sounds like the reasong
ing of the Senater that has said he belived 3talin was pertending to be
against the liarshal Plan becouse he knew that we would pass it, and then
go broke making it work. Well I personly don't think we can gime Palmer
eredit for that much brains. =5 ) .

Graham later said that we were going to hear more from
him, as he was going to write more articles for fanzines, and gave the
impression he would do u little blusting on his own. 4ll inm fun ofcourse.
But then he thinks what Rap has s<id has been all in fun. I expect this
will draw some comment. So be it. Bat if you do ir. G, try .und keep it
-5 impersonal 28 I have. And don't say what you said I said.

I told him that if he did write such articles it would
only prolong the war. I told him that if Palmer would stop calling fans
dirty names half the dirty remarks aoout him would stop [lnat tnere were
5 nomber of fans that were doubtfull 2s to supporting the colwan vecouse
of the contimued attacks by 2almer. He scemed unimpressed.

_ But he did tell me that if I went out and wrote letters
to cvery one, telling them that I thought Graham was a ------- (he used
words 1'd neaver use.,) that mo one would be interested, becouse it was
old stuff. Yet he asumes you don't find Qalmer or his remarks old stuff.
] Before his visit I was about through with the fight, out
I am now ready to carry it to the bitter eand. No mater who's. 3S.



