\\%&
/g

1

L —




Burgess's Lights No. 1. Produced for the 25th mailing of the Off Trail
Magazine Publishers Association by: Brian Burgess, 138a, Kenley Road, Merton Park,

London. S.W.9, Published by the CAPress.

A SHORT PLRSONAL HISTORY.

First I should tell you something about myself, yes? I'm 28 yrs. old, 6ft.
Z21 in height, and weigh, approx 15 stone 7lbs or,in Anecricanese 217 lbs.,

I read my first Science Fiction magazine in 1947, it being the 2nd issue of
Walter Gilling's Fantasy Magazine. Then, owing to the vagaries of post-war

publishing I lost touch with the genre until I came across the 6th issue of New
Worlds in the Spring of 1950.

I first cane into fandom around November 1952, since then I've graduated
from a very raw neo-fan to a very new active fan.

In ty SF collection I have 317 nagezines, 84 hard covered books, 55 pocket
books, and approx 1,700 fanzines.

My favourite authors are: Edgar Rice Burroughs, Arthur C.Clarke, Robert
E.Howard, Edward Elmar Snith, Wilson Tucker and Jchn Wyndhan.

If there is enything elsc about me you'd like to know, ask away and I'11

answer in the next issue ¢f this magazine. All for now.
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WHY "BURGESS'S LIGHTS?"

In 1954 the annual Conventicn was tc be held in Darkest Manchester, and about
four wecks before this event tcck place I was approached in the White Horse tavern by
Ron Bucknaster and B..:s.. Provincial Campbell who asked me if I'd accept the role of
the 'sacrifice' in a sketch the Londen Circle would be putting on. I agreed and said
I would provide my own props. =

Three days before the Convention I went into a butchers and hought 1/6d worti
of lights for use in the sketch,

I arrived in Manchester on the Good Friday at 8-30 a.m, just in time to take
Peter Hamilton's morning tea into him. As I wasﬂ't sleeping in the hotel I asked
Peter if I could leave my ransack in his room. Peter said: "yes."

Later on, about 4 p.m. 1 was Qery tired as‘I‘d haed no sleep the previcus night,
so I asked Peter if I could kip downron his bed for a few hours.

When I reached his room, I unloaded the rucksack and, for some reason, put
the paper bag which contained the lights, and which by now were beginning to smell
a bit ﬁigh, under the bed. I left the hotel about 2 a.n. the next morning; forgetting
all about the lights.

On ny refurn to the hotel after breakfast, I went to Peter's room Lo colleet
the lights, which, by now, were beconing an erborrassnent, and found he'd wakened
in the night becadse of the smell; he'd scoured the room looking for the source of
the stink and finding it under the bed had nearly been sick before he managed to
crawl to the window and throw the whole shebang into the canal below.

I've never becn allowed to forget this incident =and the topic is rucounted to
all newfen joining the London Circle. So, what better name for a nagezine put out

by Yours Truely.




THE INSCRUTABLE AMERICAN ANGLE.
BY
SAM MOSKOWITZ.

(reprlnted from New WOrlds V 1 No. 3. May 1939)
. : : - 'SR N . L .
There has been need of an artlcle of thls sort for some tlme - an artlcle
whlch would show the Brltlsh fans Just how they stand in reletlon to the Anerlcan fan.

»

In ploneerlng such an effort, 1 may eventually flnd myself cons1gned to the dublous

" honcr of beconlng a martyr, but Llndbergh wasn't afrald, so why shOuld I be?

In perfect frankness, exlstlng condltlons between the British and American
fan today are none so good, stretching a point I mlght even say none S0 falr -
however, I belleve my meenlng is clear.

Years ago, in those dim, deed deys thc% %rltlsh fans must recall, a peculiar
set of  cun’itivns existed in the sciencefiction wcrld, Deallng in fans "exclusively,

I state that there were two important groups. 1. Those silver-spocned youngsters
who were born in American close to the source of supply, and 2. those unfortunate
innocents, plagued with a love of fantasy and born on the other’eide.of the tracks,
orJisvpond,more applicable? There is no.need to go into a description of the hell
created torture experienced by those early science-fiction-starved Englishmen.
Time has not had sufficient opportunity to smother the memory of it. |

Those wcre the days when editors filled half their columns with letters from
English readers, using it as a prod to keep dissatisfied American readers in hand
by subtly reminding then that they night have been born in England. How' clearly I'j
remember the menner iy which I suffered along with my English breth . ”Bursting.into
tears as I read each new foreign letteripledging over and over -again Britain's
great love of science-fiction and her despicable plight. Then were-thée dsys. The =
British fans today are comparitive sissies. They.don't have to batfle for-fantasy
fare, it's handed to them on a silver platter. Ask Grand-pop Gillings. ‘He can tell

you plenty.




Happjly,\&ﬁis set of conditions does not'apply today. Britain is virtuale
Jshaher way to becoming self-suffiéiént, as far as science-fiction and fantasy is
concerned, but there still remains a deplbrable aftermath of those earlier rougher
yeafs. This is whcre the ihscrutable American angle cones in, and here also is the
point vhere I will not attempt to‘cbﬁﬁey a nerely personal opinion or socjudice,
but the popuiar attitude of the American sciénce-fiction fan as a unit,.

In his eyes the English fan is begiﬁhing to rise as a sort of hypocrite, fig-
uratively speaking. He remembers c1ear1y those days of the past when Dritish
letters to the Readers! Departmenfs of the professional American magazines read like
the flow of a blend of milk and honey. The British perspective of appreciation
and finding sufficient adjectives for that appreciation, seemed virtually unlimited,
It easily put to shame the foundling attempts of the American fans. Naturally, when
TALES OF WONDER apreared the peculiar method of appreciation the British fans used
in greeting that effort was entirely incomprehenéible to the American min?, PFor no
appareﬁt reason, the English fans who had always been the most liberal in their views
of science~fiction, found it necessary,‘in'order toﬁproperly display their loyalty
to direct a blunt chorus of hisses and cat-calls towards all American projects of a
similar nature. At first this was regerded simply as a brand of encouragement, but
when Gillings proceeded to fill his book with a batch of American reprints of

ordinary quality, and the Lritish still persisted in branding American science-
fiction as barrsn and sterile in comparison to TOW, which was featuring imerican

reprints, the American view regarding British fans as hypocrites becomes understandable

Similarly the British turn of mind in regard to American fan magazines hés been
most perplexing. That American fans have becn nost liberal in their support of
amateur Dritish fan publications, I believe is qndeniable. Sqme of the Dritish
puhlishers were reluctant to admit it for a time, but those of a nore frank nature,
éuch as Rosenblum-and Burke had not hidden the.fact under o bushel., And 2 peruéal

of SFA rolls would, I feel certain, reveal an astonsshing number of Arerican patrons.
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Sadly enough,.American fan riogazines conct boast similar support fron the;r across
—tlic-sce ciusins. Don't get me wrong. I'm definitely not askinz ~“ritons to
purchase American fan magazines. I'm merely attempting to point out, and if possible

 to correct, what I believe to be an erroneous point of view.

Before I go on and bring out the result of this lop-sided state of affairs,
I would like to correct & popular British excuse, for in?ced it i: no more than an
excusc. It éeéms that they regard American fan magazines as being on an entirely
lower 1e§el in quelity than their own. This excuse was certainly not preveclent before
there was a British fan magezine. It is also impbésible to learn how the Jritish fans
arrived at this conclusion, not deigning to give the American fan magazines the
courtesy of reading then.

Why such fans as Ted& Carnell, J.lMichael Rosenblum end John F.Burke, who should

] know better, have not ettempted to squelch this idea I do not know. Perhaps they

believed it useless. That they were in accord with the popular British view I cannot

believe. I won't turn this into a =:l:s talk for the American fan magazines.

Neither do I condescend to using the "your St type of argument. I merely ask

the courtesy of having any of the three sbove gentlemen give "The Inscrutable

British ingle", if such there be, and in doing so, venture to give their opinioms

on such American fan magazines as AD ASTR4A, FANTASY DIGEST, FANTASCIENCE DIGEST,

D'JOURNAL, or any others they may have read which are highly regarded in USA. If

their report'ié complimentary, the American fans would appreciate a degree of

politeness to the extent that you at least do not refer to their efforts as being

on a "lower level." If their opinion is counter-wise, I will, most certainlj, bow

to the inevitable and leave Great Britain tc entertain her own ideas at her own °

leisure.

Finally we come to American opinion in regard to British fan magazines and
fans. TOMORROW and NOVAE TERRAE were the most widely purchased fan negazines in
USA. Pecularly enough, THE FUTURIAN and THE SATELLITE are by far the most popular

|
and complinented. The American enjoys the fairness and spontanecusness of the latter J



two, which they dub as "Americonised." Not that TOMORKOW or NOVIE TERRAE are thought
poorly of. On the contrary, but the Arericen finds it impossible to enjoy them. He
flces enjoy THE SATELLITE and THE FUTURIAN. Why? Simply because they are not
limited in discussion to Dritish subjects. Their scope is broad, and arparently
their readers desire a nore complete coverage., A coverage cf not only Dritain but
US4 as well. Therefore the interchange of idecas and the British views in regard to
Anerican subjepts are, to the Amgrican mind, intrigving., For the same reason
TOMORROW and ﬁéVAE TERRAE were régarded as bone dry. They had no basis at all for
American interest. They were narrow ninded to the emtont that they featured Dritish

topics and Dritish views on fimerican topics. If any, almost exclusively.

Ican realise that the fimerican fan magazines are in a sense guilty of the
saric thing. But in Aimerica there is an excuse. The excuse being that ne Lnmerican fan

publication enjoys the patronage of mcre then three British fans. A few, none at all,

Therefore the impossitility of prescnting subjects of dual interest to both nationalitie

has tc some extent been neglected. However, this could would not be the case, I know,

'if Dritain took advantage of the continuvcus invitations to contr? 1te to Anericen fen

activities. Therefore, to the Lmericen viewpoint, English fan nasazines hocause
they include on their subscription 1lists from one fomrth tc one half fnericans,
are Leing extremely narrow in nct presenting sounething also of intcrest to the
Anerican,

Now as to Dritish fans best-liked in inerica. They are, casily cnough, Ted
Carnell, J.M.Rosenblun, John F.Burke, Dave McIlwain, Walter H.Gillings, Jchn Russell
Fearn and Eric Frank Russell (the latter three as fans, not becnmuse they are prcficient
professionally). I think the reason for this choicc rmst be chvicus. The just naned
know and appreciate science-fiction on both sides of the Atlantic. They have shown,
tine and tine again,that they can be fair in their opinions. The SFA is regarded as
teing England's premier fan orgenisations

For the sake of complcteness and to the ain of promoting hctter understanding

among Dritish and Americen fans, I ask that one of the three previously named prepare

(cntd. on page 10)




THE INSCRUTALLE BRITISH ANGLE : )
JOIN F. B%RKJJ

If our Dritish fens are expeé%iné me to tell our friend fron across the water
thatvhe's got us all wrong, and that really we are belnb done an 1n3ustlce by
Amerlcan fans, they are going to be dlsappOlnted. Mr, Moskowitz is, alas, speaking
" as near the truth as makeg no odds. 'But he doeon't realisc the mentality of most
i.Br* h fans (those that have any mentality worth speaking of).
First point - This TALES OF WONDER busihess. The despicable nanner in which
fans‘write to th*n magazine and praise it, at the same time running down the
American product as worthless, hes alreedy c~i7:4 me much annoyanée; I fancy the
deolre to see their names in print in the reeders' columns is behind this hypoeritical
twale. Mr., Moskowitz's comments on this are, as far as I'nm concerned, ungnswerable
and all too true.
The fan-mag angle is a different matter, and needs most attention. I won't
deny that Anmerican readers have pelped a lot with the SATELLITE, and their criticisms
) have always béen given in a very appealing mamer. I have no doubt that other Sritish
fan publishers will have had the same experience - I hope so, for it, is a very pleasant
one., But I an not‘saying that the American response is exactly generous - it isn't,
énd a lot more response is necessary, before I, at any raﬁe, can say that Anmerican fans
are thc mainstay of the magazine. |
As to the quality of the American fan-mags, I an honestly flat'cred .that Sally
should be considered in thec same class.. TFan-mags from USA are nearly wlways smartly

turned out, interesting, and often very witty. Apart ‘from the FAN, Official Organ of

LN



the Mutual Admlratlon 8001ety of Wolhelm & Coey I cannot think of an Amerlcan
magaz1ne that has not in sone way appealed to ne - even the pecrest have g pexsonali
that most Engllsh products lack._ No, there is no lack of quality in the Anericsn nags
BUT....why should we squelch the Brltlsh Intoleranee° It seens’to e ‘that the Bdltor:
themselves are at fault, for not advértlslng Dore... How do you expect Engllsh fans to
pour out cash when they ve never even heurd of your nag? The last issue of New
Worids carrled llttle paragraphs fron some of the: most Prominent - you can't say

Ted” Carnell hasn't helped you in your pub11c1ty. (Em witling to exchange advertlsemen

L

with any umerlcan fan-mag edltor - 1f Jyou'll ask me.
s

But don't go - there 8 some ricre yet. It is necessary to explain to Mr,
Moskow1tz that Engllsh fans are the most miserly people on the face of the earth.

They are also lagy, and 80 1ong as they can pick Uup remainder magszines in a bookshop

For 34 (51x cents to you, s1r) and get a few official fen-mags through the post every

S0 often, they are satlsfled. Imagine the average British fan readlng an advertise-
Dent for an American fan~mag., He looks at it stolldly for five ninutes, and at the
end of that tiré an 1nk11ng of‘;het the paragraph reans Seeps in, Provided he goes
on, he realises that he will have to write to Amcrica for it, and enclose peculiar
forms of coinage called cants, If he gets as far as enquiring at the Post Office, he
will hear about International Money Orders and by thls tine his poor, weary brain

will be so fatigued that he'1l give up in disgust., And a month's wait seems an

awfully long time to the pocr fellow - he'll be*wonderlng all the time if his ten

“cents has dropped in the Atlantic, Bes1des, we Britishers never trust forelgners,

V.

you know - it isn't done,

I fear that I have been supporting Mr. Moskowity in his dreadful assertions,
and even adding to them, but I do so in all sincerity, Britigh fandom is in g parlous
state, and I find it almost imvossible to disagreeAwith the critical attitude,

Justvas a matter of interest, though, I would say that some time ago I wrote

to the editor of one of the fanmags nentioned, trying to arrenge on exchange, and
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haven't seen any results as - yet. There heave. been many fans in the past who heve
wr;tten off trustlngly te' Amerlca, senalng money, and* never got anythlng back. That a
vmatter was thrashed out in the CRITIC, a’ 1ong tine ago, and thln”s have deflnltely
altered for the bbstéer,: nt thereals still” doubt in the average Engllsh fan's mind,
And 1astly, until.American fan-maﬂs can cut out & lot of thelr 51lly squabbles
and stop pretendlng that .their VArious organlsatlons are almost as 1mportunt as thelr
polltlcal partles, and that'the ‘particulsar. fan théy " represent is a rreat guy,'a real
clever blrd, and all “one could w1sh for, they won't get far., Too mmich space in |
Amerlcan_mags is wasted by;egllyﬁmud-sllnglng cracks at dther fans who are really
no crazier than you are yourself,-and.the airing of~bigbtedf?ieWs»that no-one wante
to_reed, anyway. o
Stlll, taklng it all round, that article needs some attention from Brltlsh fans -

{
there s too much truth in it to be ignored. Wake' up,-Brltlsn fans ( what a hope!).

[ -+

‘ Sam Moskowitz, -

(ontd, from page vo!

-an artiele of similar nature to thiel\giying their opinions on the suhject. If
g;gument turns me -into a martyr, I can only say I attempted to:give the truth, as I~
saw it, as frankly and honestly as possible, and I believe that I'm gualified to-dé so.

. ‘1.~_ o M ‘ . .



Continuing the "Inscrutable" Series
DRITISH ANGLE

by
J .M,ROSENDLUM
Héving beén specifically aqcused in Mr. Moskowita's artiélé of being a leading
iight in British fandom = such aé there is - it is incumbent upon me to reply to his
charges in such a manner as I anm capa%le of. Sam has written quite an intriguing
artiélé in his usual rather provocative style»and I will attempt to deal with his
words and their imfiications as they appear to me.

Like most of his others, this article contains much tha£ is true, some exag-
geratioﬁ and a cértain amount of ﬁisconception, produced from very insecure and slen-
der grounds. There is a prevalent attitude of Americans, which naturally includes
the fan microcosm, to either regard everything British with an immense anount oft awe,
or alternatively to believe that this island can produce nothing gcod.  We nust
deplore both these attitudes for even the British are quite human and need gentle
criticisn, understandiﬁg andvyerhaps sympathy. Regarding science-fiction however,
Britain‘has its own ideas dnd conditions.

Because thc American fantasy devotee is nurtured almost sclely on magazine
ficticn, his English protctjpe need not be so unforfunate. The poor stf=-starved
Britishérs afe largely a figment of the imaginétion; for in this country, fantasy in
book form has been poured out iﬁ a prolific stream since the beginning of fhe cent-
urye. bAs witness Ralph Straués in the SUNDAY TIMES only a few weeks ago reviewing
ancther fantasy wofk and stating over 1000 of such books cculd easiiy be collected
(presumably by a millionaire).  And the Brifish fan, too, differs., He is largely
inarticuléte, in his early twenties; not vociferous in the mid-teens.as so many US

fans appear to be. Nor does he regard with the requisite awe and reverence the few

mimeo'd and hektographed sheets insecurely stapled together and doing duty as an




amateur nagazine -- a fact of which w; wﬁcrfrwao eeii him such things are by now
well aware. To the best of my belief only some four British fans make any attempt
at all to»collect fan magezines. o »

.‘Yet ﬁan& Bririshers like and;eaﬂirefﬁgerican fentasy and American faner
Personall&, I havc always had excellent relatlcns with our Anerlcan cousins and sin-
: cerely hope that thls happy state will continue., Dut ‘that British fans lsud

QTALES OF WONDER and hoet at 1ts Anerlcan cOntenporarles, I gust cannot belleve, in
fact the cppos1te is more neerly true‘—- ask Grannoy "Gillings that.

How meny Brltlsh wrlters wrlte for US magezines and are apparently well- 11ked
over there? _ Off—hand, Fearn, Terble,.geynon, Lyre, Cross, rrugnell. Then why
should not TOW feature Auerle;n wr1ters° | |

Regardlng the arparently sore p01nt of the fan nags T must poiht outvfhat
the Amerlc.n efforts came flrst, and fter a brief’ golden age, rapidly deterlor-
ated to a horde of fourth—rate matcrl al. This was thé time when most English
faes‘came into contactvw1th them, and tﬁe soreness - dbes linger! Moreover guite»'
an amount of the ccmmon run of US fen-mag naterial is of scentuinterest to es; N
We don't want to:reea the intermineble reviews of magazines we won't -see for
months'poss1bly, nor study the petty bickerings of highly-strung aﬂoleSCents.‘

But the doldrums have been passed and thet the present crop of amateur product-:rte
icns is very flne is both obvious and must be admitted. Of the seven examples
Moskowrtz vlves, I have adequate personal knowledge of’four, and nust accord them
Iy deep reveratlen; The plorlous pot=pourri of FADPA rroductions that I receive
each quarter deserve neny cor pliments too. But so far in England we:haye heenv .
. Spared the.many sheets of fourthArate.filth which did so nuch te drag, the:fair
nane of American fan-nags into the dusts

7

This string of reactions is merely a somewhat hasty answer ter Sam Mosko- .

1nd1tement

witi'ts’ Dritish fans., I hope that I have trcdden on nobody's
corng, and nake ng Clal% u ?F others. Perhaps I will hear what Americans
say to ry arguments. cpe s0.



AMERIGAW ANGLE
By

DONALD A. WOLIEIM.

Sincé Mr. Moskéwifz hasAdesignated himself aé spokesman for all American fandom
in his article, T think it wise to pub in a word to the effect that his opinions

are those of his own and as far as my ocwn experiendé is concerned not particularly
thoese of uny large percentage of US fans. When he speaks arbitrarily of what the
"Anerican fan" hlnhs of Brltlsh fens, fan magazines or professional maga21nes, the
WAerican fan" referred to is just lloskowitz - maybe a few correspondents of his,

ths

to

t1g all, TFor the sake of those Britoms not familiar with the gentleman - his

o™

ssersions of memories of "years ago" must be winked at. Moskie became a fan
woy baclk in 1637

f haven't noticed any feelings haré that Britons are being hypocritical in
praising their own publications over the US ones. After all, there is a difference
in the traditions and customs and cutlooks of both cothtfies énd why should not
a British megazine be mcre accurateiy tuned to thg‘tgste éf a Briton than an American
one? | | | R

If majybe of some interest that this particuld£ Ameriéan fan, the writer, has
conie to the opinion that TALES OF WONER teday is supefgor‘td.any US professional
negezine as a purveyor of science-fiction, Many others rank it high. Moskowitz
finds it Lkypocritical that the magazine sheuld be filled with Amefican féprints of
what he desvribes as "ordinary quality'. DeSpiée the point that the storiesbtﬁere
iﬁ are for the»m0st part above ordinary quality, being those that ha&e borne the

o oz : : . : was, -
boont of time and managed to stand out. I he¥e not found any old-tine fans who 1In

the lecast put out by seelng uoulﬂ these tales. The acclain given to the reprint




corner in STARTLING by cld fans proves that no antazonism rest there. 4s for
quality, ccupared with the foruula-hack garbhage being purveyed by most US magazines
today, TOW is intellectuelly refrcshing, being at all times readable, more than sonme
of the pulps can claim.

Perhaps also, Moskcwitz should not "forget'" that during its first two years the
piineer AMAZING STORIES had to lean haevily on the strong DBritish arm of H.G. Wells,
whose yernsg, reprinted, helped sell the magazine to the American populace and serve
as. inspiration and model for future sif writers.

It seems that Moskowitz is peeved because socme British fans regard some of
their native fan magazines as being on a higher level than US ones. In some respects
he has a point there. That is to say those British fan magazines published by your
local Americophiles, which set out to be deliberate imitations of the US type, will
naturally never get to be more than imitations. IHowever, those of your publications
put out by Britons to serve Britons in the British manner sometimes succeed in
raising themselves to a point of maturity which is incomprehensible to Moskowitz and
hence "impoussible to enjoy." Again my personal opinion (and that of a great many
fans hgre), is that NOVAE TERRAE was the finest fan magazine of the past three years,
and that TOMORROW in its printed issues was likewise definitely superior to any
contemporary(save NT). Moskowitz likes NEW FUTURIAN and THE SATELLITE because the
former is a "Cosmic Publication"(!) and the latter is very funny about the Michelists.
If Burke chose to substitute SM for DAW some day, we would hear a different tune from
Newark.

Moskowitz brings up the point of the small number of British subscribers to US
fan stuff as compared with the higher number of Anmerican subs for your stuff. Mr
Burke passes this off apologetically as due to miserliness and laziness., Rather than
cast aspersicns on his own people, would it not have been nore honorable of Mr. Burke
to significantly point a finger at the different standards of living in the two

nations and consequent greater care with which the Britom must watch his spending?



Anericans may have money to throw away on anyﬁnfkg, but the Briton rust thlnk twice
and even thrice before porring his money down the drain.

One comment in closing, this particular American wishes that the SFA would keep

! its eyes pecled for those Americophiles among it, and keep swatting them every tine

they shwo up. When Americans buy a British fan magazine, it is reasonable to assume

they expecg to receive a British nagazine and not a half-breed imitation of the 8illie

type of American stuff.

All material in this nagazine with the exception of pp 1,2 3y and 16 are reprint

from NEW WORLDS VOLS.,1. Nos. 3-4 May and August 1939+, Permission for reprint granted

by Eo Jo Carnell .

\
\
\
|
- R
L e
R - e o
s T o N T e |
L e .. [
7 I . 7
j S 3 BRI
b : n ’ s
. /, ‘ . .
: : ; ;
) y
' .

) . V’Pubiishers Notes

~

My apolovles to Brian (who is on hollday) and to you, the reader for obvious

strlke-OVers and/or typoes. I vqkbeen trying to push this outto0 near the dead-line

- q., 3
i R ‘

while doing a load of other thlngs at the same time., The front-cover is a ness

5 because for soue reason it wouldn

't come off the duper as it should. Sorry,
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