fon noisc, and I lunber
fortl: from ny lair where
noone I have been wvorking up a coaplete list of lildred
2 o Clingernon®s appearances in print, and I give forth
vith ny nighty cry, vwhich (as we have cone to expect
JFey a0 of sucl crica) causes the carth to quelze, the sky to
- grned pog 49 UT 9AU tropmble and then to turn nany colors (succescively)
: og stued pe3 IJUTIA and thinge of that ‘naturce OR, soy, this is Gary
" Dcindorfery 40 Atterbury Aves, Trenten, N holding forth lherc and once
again thic nag comes to you uwrapped within the pages of Focal Pointe I
1lil-c Focal Point becausc (odily cnouch) it keeps ne abreact of thingg, as
2 thoy oay, in thic strange world of Bobbyists Inown ac fandone Fren oy
- linited Inowledge of the group, I und rotand it is less lile a forunl
socicty such as fhe AMA and nore a loose lnit pierocosn, gort of 1lilmo thosc
peeple onc will find m#lling around Tires Squgre on & sumer Saturday niglt,
arong then hish schoolptudents, lauyers, airplanc piloto, doctors,
candlesticl: nalzers, and the lilice I would appreciate it if somo of you
ocould £ill nic in on sornc of these things o I can have a clearcr picturc
of this interesting wndersround scet of yourss I would porticularly lilwe
to heor fron any'fans ulic also 'happen to be candlesticl: maliers or airplance
pilects (fulltine, professional, nonnilitary, preferably) because I could
usc info nation about you in a study of some sort I plan to urite if I
over have occasion to attend sorme Idnd of a college or university againe
For nou, I would 1like to subnit agowple suggestions to those of you ulc
conmlder yourselves part of the active "fanocraoy! (ucwee, keen word,
gong, whieh you noy all use fron now on, huh?) ¢ First, I suggest that
211 you fans ousht to wear suild narks on your collars or wrists or sone
other external Body placc, showlng the observer in a glance what your
occupation hoppens to be, Thus, if yo& arc an aton ¢ physicist, you
could wear a sizgn of the atom, and if you are a grocer, you could wear
a tiny netal apricot. If you are a student, you could wear a little
netal boalz, and co ons Good didea? I think soe A lot of prelinminary
getting acqualnted tine is thus neatly sliced awoy at conventions or
what hawe you, and everybody can "get right down to business,'" as we saye
Sccondy I would likke to sugpest that everybody on the pailing list of
TFocal Point should get togetlher at the same tine in a rented hall or naybe
Solcbodyl s liouse, and we could hold a Focal Point party, discussing topics
of rutusl interest and all that sort of thinE:__T weclcone corrcspondence
on thesc natters,

Loclming bacl on ny firct paragrapk with a proud feeling towards it
that only a ranl-ly ancteur writer such as nyself could feel, I an re-
pinded by the use of the word "microcosn" of a Theodore Sturgeon sctory
ealled M"iicrocosnie God" where a hurman being (very nuch lilse you or ne)
pets hincelf up ac a god (nind you) to a race of tiny crcatures which he
RKooeither nade or found gorewherce in a- clocety I confescs that I do not
rcaoccber which it was. I an tempted to point out a moral there between
this ctory what with its rescolution (which I alsco forget) and thic
"fonden" of yourse I would olso like to nention that the last time I was in
Tiies Squarc (a fow weelis ago), there were a lot of people nilling around
who happened to bLe oporting nane badges (most of then) and sorie begpectas
clad old puy wos stahding up on a coapbox spealzing on the feasibility of
lifc on a distant planet such as our own world, These afterthoughts are
inown as bad orgaonization, but you have to expect things lile that fron
such an obvioucly amnateur writer as nyself.

Ita writing thie on the Fourth of July and one of the young whippere
cnapper kids who lives nextdoor just went an® cet off a cherry bonb in iy
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car. I rention this not nercly to try to distract wy n nd fro: the shoel:
and pain of the thing, but becouse o piddle=aged lady wlio once had a poent
published in Cosnéncliton toll ne that one surc way to introduce tlie

touck fron hooe in thic ind of lightenatured (is that a sjocd linlage there?)
worlz ic to evole a almmk of the surrounding nilieu, to get down the
anbionee (as it were)e Sounds lilie a good piece of advice t. wmel! I night
also nention that as I git here and lock out the window at the nisht sly

it ic 1lit with lights of multi~color, causing one to realize, yec, that
gunpowder has its fective uses ac well as itis dire omes, and in fact one
renenbers that the Chinese first usedgunpowder solely as a toy, and it was
only later that sone snart=paonts Westerner had to ge and use this toy to
i1l people. /Mlumost causes you to wonder how long it would tale to
decirate the ronlks of "the. $ellow people" of one of those Eastern countries
that are alweys being annoying, using a-couple dozen iir, Plastic Fight
Thing toys froun Ilar:: Bros., Not long, If11l bLet!

I wos reading an article about ilancy Sinatra in the current isdue of
one of our national nagozines of genersl circulations lMiiss Sinatra, whko
recently made o pile of money singing about boots and what they are nade for,
says that for the deeper questions and their answers, she is attracted to
Los Angelest! Church of Religious Science. ‘As she puts it, "Science says
everything is enerpy, cverything is notion, that nothing ever dies, That's
just cnough of an answer for ne.'" I leolwed at that for a uoient, thouglit
it out, and I paid aloud, "By golly, that!s good.enough for re ¢ool' What
with Heisenbergian indeteriinacy, Wolfiong Poulits syncliponicity, parity
and all the rest you realize tlhiat == bighod! == the universe is up to
sortething all the time, and possibly to no gocd ende "It nalzes you wonder
whether to cat the food they serve you in restaurants, not to nention
whether the traffic light down the ctreet from your lLouse that was rod for
you that vorning on your woy to worl: won't bLe pgrecun or possibly yellow
for you as you comze upon it on the way home (presunably from the opposite
direction, thoushk I'guess we can't cven depend on that). In these days
of shifting reality, when the neijhbor with the nachined parts visible
whirring down in his throat turns out to e Philip K Diclk and a photon
can't cven decide whether or not it is its own antiparticle, and you fecel
lilze yelling, "Hey, universe, stap all this stuff and straighten upf"
and Newton's apple turns out to be a cluster of ‘intelligences from a distant
galoaxy, and tlhe sentences get longer and longer, well, then, I feel that
what is good enmough for the daughter of the guy who insulted Harlan
Ellison (as reported in Isquire) is (forsooth) zood enouch for neo I
thin!z this Bhurch of Religious Science has sovething to offer, and I suspect
a nuaber cof fans would Le-bLetter off for looling into ite I renenber
fan and physicitt Sid Colenants rcaction over the phone after I said,

"Hancy Sinatra says cverything is energy, everything is notion, that nothing
ever Cdieso" He replied, "An elegant and succinct statenent of the situationa!
I wmention thie interesting prospeet of lilss Sinatra’s becondng a guru to

he fannish intelligentsia (if there is one)e 4 whole ceries of fraucht
remarks lie ready to issuc frowm her sex-fraught Iipss "Reality is ener-y
and nction, and nothing ever dieso" "lotdon and cnersy nay be found in
the nost unlilzely places, and I doa't feel so food today." "I feel full
of energy and notion today, unlilte yesterday, and also possibly immortal,"
In this universc of shifting referents, where A nay (for no reczjon at alll)
turn out to be C, where parallel lines converge and in fact sooner than
infinity and where a Lunclhi-of erazy puys play fairy ‘chess by nail (as
described in lenry Kuttnerts The Faigy Qhessien) , whereso.eobut once again
I an losing ny scntence and I thins I sha go off quietly and irpersonate
a turnip,.

Fcrecast: The next issue of this thou_ht-laden nagazine will feoture
a rencition of the liona Lisa in typewriter symbols to of fer change of paces
I saw one such a lkindly looking lady in Iowa or fron Iowa did oncea m——Ce




