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11 poews

the water has a hole in it,
so the sun plays shaddows
against the rain,

meantime and other times:

the hand points into the light,
a dark gnawving the finger
showing the obscenity

of pigeons

procuring lust beneath

the tired crotch of a tree.

I copulated the moonsimage
in the moors
strewn with city walls
as
the world is lain acide
in the brief
flick of my sad passion.
and

with this
the rose spilled a rolled tear on my
lovesvelvct ravee

it seemed so soft

my young shadow

that danced Aphrodite

in the shade of this nites kiss.

and with this that same sorrowed rose
the red lost a year
the rose cast in locps

Effused one tear in this.c...

catseye impaled high on the jest of a pines
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TH® EDITOR SCREAMS (I THINK,
By Les Sample

Redd Bogg's DISCORD is a very interesting little Zine, each issue
of which I antieipate with pleasurs, .

Currently, the letter column of DISCORD is the scense of a heated
discussion on interration. Bob Farnham 18 particularly vehement

in his demunciation of the Negro race,,alﬁhbughAall of his argu-
ments seem to be based entirely on prejudice3lrather than logic.

Here I shall take the liberty of quoting, from DISCORD #8, portion
of a letter written by Sally Kidd:"Among these c%osely reasoned
arguments against the Negro, you,state1that tsome are outright. lazy
some of them will work, and work good.' This 18 a truly marvelous
statement. Sit down for a moment ,Mr. Farnham, if you will,~nd name
for me an ethnic group. a race, 3 religious group, 8 trib2, 2 nation,
o sex,a baseball teem,,om-a.eéowd“standiﬁg'at a bus stop about whom

tnis statement could not be made:®

And,"..lmay 1 say that you're exactly the type that I have always

thoueht of as the classical bigotsthose wholare so prototypically

inferior themselves that they must ¢reate someone over whom they can
feel superior,"

. don't know Sally Kidd., but I'd like to congratulate heg not only for
~he above qupted passages,but for;the*brillt&ncyﬂcf.herlentirerletter

‘+ this time,I would like to advance two hypotheses concerning this
_cantry today: : : B

1)The United Shates;af,Ameniea‘ig;aademocratig,country, devoted
to the principles of freedom and Christianity as set forth in the
Neclaration of Independence, The Constitution,and The Holy Bible.

2)The large majority of %he jnhabitants of thess United States
are emphatically ovposed to the social,intellectual,and economic
integration of the races and many of %hem will use any means at
their disposal to preven% such integration..

Lo Sl st Sy
ence, that both \
ot eé&%% SEher.

A1l righteassuming that hypothesis #1 is true;*hew are the race riots
bombings, and related ineidents based on res¢ prejudice that have been
beiiming more frequent in the past few years %o be explained? You

te me. ' '

In passing, it is interesting to note thaty of the nineteen great
civilizations built up throughout the history of mankind,all but
three were destroyed by internal strife,rather than external forces .
Recently, I had the pleasure of viewing Stanley Kramer™s production
of Inherit the Wind., In my opinion, Inherit the Wind far vat classes
Kramer's previous superb production,Qn the Beach.

C——

Snencer Tracy and Fn.edric March, in opposing roles as the athetstic
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7f you never see another moticn pieture &as jicng as you live, I sug-
gest that you see ¥nherit the Wind. - .

——--——n---‘-.-—-—-n--—ﬁn—wumur- v o sre e s g .

You people may "complain about-the. somewhat consgicucaﬁ ;
vork articles,etc. So,‘do something.about it,alreadys Eneedaaf ST
rnes artlcleSZmostly science fictional in nature,but others con-~ i
sidered), a book reviewer, and,most of all, ILLUSTRATIONS. 20k

Send a;
1ish)

that, tio ARG B
of faith Whor

fhe nistory:of the. §tate is the h “y'o 8 &
and o tﬁe biind desire- €8 exist athis stpiving..is: % .gtifled to some
cexcent only in the geniusesy 1nasmuch as they can % asex¥stiiadiviec

dual and colleetive egoisms struggling against, each other-an atomie
whirl of . egoisms-who would. ook for aims here?

nrough the genius somathing~degs.re sult from this atomic whirl
aftcr all,and now one formg-a m &er“bpintcn coricerning: the" sonse=¢

1ossness of this: procedure-as 1£7a blind hunter fired hundreds of
times in vain and finally,by sheer accident, hit 8 bird. A result
lf and goes on’ firing.
< Friedrich Nietzsche

at last,he says to himse

uhe*rher the Cup mt ;
The Wine of Lifd.Wweeps
The L@Ws%ﬁéﬂ%@: keﬁw

,"t‘é if; E3

In case anywofi Jgg le 0%; there gr wonde ;
osedly; ‘an’ ama SaP: tent4sy tHn magasife; st
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at 8935 Willingham - Dris
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Furti ve G lances From An Ivory Towe r
by John Koning

Wh en I becane a fan , almoast four years ago, I exp e cted to find fanzines
full of sf-oriented material, Aside from poorly written fan-fiction, the o nly
stfish material I found was the frequent analysis of the "Boom and B ust! in
science fiction, Most of you, I'm sure,willremember those articles,though
today,with sf so completely in the "bust" period, very few are concerned with
how it got there,

I am not one of tho se few,nor do I intend to analyze the sf market. 1 am more
concerned with a similar trend in fanzines--nne not quite as the one in the
parent field. or at least not guite so well hallyhooed, A few months after 1
entered fandom, Rick Sneary soid, in SFParade :"Looking back at the fanzines
of the past year, I seriously feel that there were too manv, and too irreg-
ular. We have reviewed over a hundred different ones, and ‘there are morg we
never saw, Yet few of them saw three issues a year." At that time,T, allcﬂwev
eyed and Goshwow about fandom and fanzines,chose to dwvaoree Wwith Rick and . o
wrote him a letter saying so, Rereading the carbon of that letter, I am amazed -
at the depths of misunderstanding it reveals, To say the least, my views have
changed considerably since then, What Rick was saying in that article was that
there were too many fanzines,and not enough good writers to £411 ther, though,
as he savs, they tried,they tried.The result was that we had a wholc flutter
of fanzines that were excellent...in parts, but on the whole dnll, I disamreed
with him then because I was new in fandom and everything I read in fanzines
was new, and dlffercnt, and interesting(and sometimes incomprehensible as
well) . In fact, I often mistook what I now know is silly pointless writing
for csoteric humor because I had been told that fandom was esoteric, I've
outgrown my newncss to some extents I've heen a fan now for Four years(not
a long time as some fians go), My fanzines,wete I to stack them up, would make
a pile as tall as I am($'®, I am old and tired and jaded, If SaMoskowitz does~
n't mind,T might even say that I have lost my Serlse of Wondery Because I'm
tired o? seeing Tanzine after fanzine appcdr with the same thing in it--an
cditorial, a few artlcles, a bit of fan(cr even faasn) fiction,, and a letter-
column, with perhans a few reviews thrown in. I'm sick of "fannlsh“ writings
that arc nothing but 1000-word puns or jokes; I'm sick of rcading edltoriai
that talk endlessly about why this page is underinked and what kind of staples
they use.3;I'm sick of reviewers saying the obvious...® all stf movies ave
crud®;and T'm sick of poorly written,colorless fanzines with no more excuse
for existing than the editor's desire to be gecen(with 211 its juvenilec over-
tones,) And chod alone knows how this must affect the multitude of fans who
have been around longer, and seen more fanzines than T have. No wondcr the
older fans rarcly find anything to comment on in most fanzines today.

Today, as in 1957,there are some bright spots, There are many fanzines that are
well worth reading...and rereading, But I find myself sitting and looking at

a stack of fanzires a foot high and not even wanting to read them because

they are dull, And the longer they sit, the duller they get. So I turn my back
on them ond read a sf novel-- something I haven't done in over a year,

The trouble is that cvery neofan who comes along has the % but I just gotta
publish something feeling, and something is just what he does publish, bc-
cause in most cases he Hasn't enqugh contacts to get good material, and not
Senouph experience to write it himself, If he kceps at it long enough, his

something will get betier,his circle of friends will grow, and he will have
a fine fanzine., Too often, he will never stick at it, though s but there will
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D¢ "wo more neofans waiting to take his place,and publish their fanzines...
and the stack on my bookcase Just gets higher and higher.

Eugene Hryb reads my fanzines, as he has done ewer sinve I entered fandom,

He too professes a disgust foe much of what comes in now,but he reads them
anyway. You see,he 1s a reviewer, and he has to review 66mething(doesntt he?)
But the more he reads, the more he disgusted he gets.,.and 1t sﬁows in his
reviews, o : , ‘ S k o ) R

I waited almost three years to publish my  fanzine,and even so it was an almost -
neofannish first issue, Still, I had luck, and a lot of people were nice, and
I've managed to come up with enough material to keep Dafoe at a fair level of
quality, If I keep at it maybe -someday it will be a fine fanzine and I can "
make 1t yearly and charge 25¢ OR ELSE! And maybe not, But Ilve got a start--
and since I no longer feel that¥I just gotta publish somethingjl I can wait
for three months,..or a year, until ‘enough material that T like(which does "
not necessarily mean that it is excellent) accumulates to £111 an issue, In -
the meantime,while my fanzine is growing (or sinking) in stature a hundred’
new fanzines will ,appear, bringing with them a hundred new fans who can edit
like mad, but probably not ten new fans who can write really well, And can
those ten new writers supply the needs of those hundred new fanzines? Of
course not. And so we'll be at' it again,spreading the good material over ton
many fanzinesgso that few, or none, of them achieve real distinction, but all
maintain 2 steady level of mediocrity, :

Tie answer to my dark little analysis of the " boom and bust'n fanzines? ‘
*1232; Rick provided that too, because unlike me, he was not content to present
¢ problem and then walk away without indicating an answer, His solution was to
rave only 15 genzones,with staggered appearance so they would be timely and
wendnit overlap, With this small number, the material that would see publication
Wolid necessarily be omly the best, and fandom's blood would not be diluted,:
Even Zorgetting,however, the drawback that this would eliminate any chance

i new.talent to develop, this is impossible, There are too mary budding

0z faneds ans older fans with the desire to publish a fanmine to make this
possible, Sure, I'd go along witH this systemyif I got to edit one of those
15. If I didn't; well damnit; I'm just not going to stand for anythilg so -

undemocratic, and you know where you ¢ah go,bub,

So, we will still have our flutter of fanzinesy and though the good writers
cannot possibly fill them all,they!ll try,they'll try..iand the spaces between
will be filled with the writings of editors like me, |

S ' -=John Koning

"Ten truths a2 day yom must find, else you will still be seeking by night, and -
your soul will remain hungry." : S S
A ~«Friedrich Nietzsehe
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CONTESSIONS OF A NBO-FAN
by Lenny Kaye

How did I ever get myself into this God-arful science-fiction mess®
This is the main question I ask myself every time I get behind in
my correspondence., This question is foremost in my mind wherever

I am dead broke from buying fanzine after fanzine. Then my warped
brair.(Iread S-F you know)drifts back to when I was first caught

ue in that honorable(?)society called S~F fandom.

it all began with a harmless letter to a certain prozine(which
mist remain namelesgs)giving off the usual rash of complaints and
which ended by me asking people to write yours truly. I was tot-
ally unpreparcd for the avalanche of mail that followed its print-
ing. After digging out of the mess,I started trying to answer them.
To this day,I am still trying,

Anyway,a few days later,I received in the mail(which was beginning
to more than overflow my more than ample mailbox)a sample copy of

s fanzine(which must remain nameless,you knowjpayola and all that
jazz),., Of course,this set off the fanzine fever. Every one of my
hard-earned(Ha8)cents went for fanzines, Everything I could beg,
borrow, barter,or steal met a similar fate., Necdless to say, after

a few days of this I was totally and disgustingly broke. So, would-
n't you know,a few days later somebody oflers me a copy of = »are
0ld magazine. Being about as rich as a bowery bum,well...The ncxt
fow daye,I did more odd jobs than I ever thought possible.for myv
97 1b, weakiing frame. Finally all the money wns gotten and sont oif.
I then sat down and waited expectantly, About a week later,I ree-
ceived a Letter saying that the magazine I had wanted had been
a0’ a day sefore they received my order. I didntt venture out of
my room for a week.

™ar the confusion started. I found that S-F fandom was much more
invoived then T had thought. The fanzines didn't help any. My mind
wag in a whiril, I heard about big people(?)in fandom-Bjc,Terry
Cair,and pronty others;the different organizations:ESFA NFFF,and

a scove mors;the round-robins,different addresses;and the rad

rush to catch up on corresvondence., Ail of these aaded Y~ my ore-
sont state of confusion.

So ncw when I ask myself,HHow did I ever get mysgelf into this Grd-
avful mess?",I answer simpiy,l den’t know, tdt I'M dona glad T did
For with being confused,broke,and behind in mail,l iove cvery min-
ute of it!i}

-=Lenny Kaye

"The most booming sort ¢f piety,in the South,is not incoupatible
with the theory that lynching i1s & benign inctitutica., Two gen-
crations ago it was not incompatible withh an ardent belief in
slavery."
~--H.L.Mencken
DICK ENEY WOR TAFF!!
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