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Issue number one of a snaswodical intended for the .embers of
the Fantasy Amateur Press association. Ain all brickvats at Don
Bratton. Faturally, all reactions, nausiating or otherwise, will ve
gladly accepted. ... The title refers to the Gostak that distims
the Doshes. 4as vou nrovably know, Doshes are always being distimued
by Gostaks, which are the best dauned distinmers you ever saw. and
if you ever saw twe Gostals both distimaing siimltaneously, then
rou would really see somethins. 3ut Doshes arcn't very nammy about
it all. That are Doshes? "hy, Doshes are the taings which are dis-
timaed by the Gostaks. --Distimning? That's what done to Doshes by
Gostaks. y : '

TEE Fall MAILIN

I understend that 3urdvee sent this wailing, out on time. .ayway,

fer soe resson not many Fans are renresented in the walling. To
me, the mest interesting magy was

EQRIZO¥S The discussion of vour :musical exmeriences and
evaluatiens at the end of the issue was absorbing, Farry. You
cover & lot of sround. Why no mention of Bach? 3ecause he's
sort of o world of &:is ow? I've -a rich mine in his or:zan works.
Esnecially fond of the umsual albwa of toccates and Tugues ~ut
out by iusicraft Co.any. The wieces are nlayed by Carl Jeinrich
on a recounstructed orgen. . The latter is a stranze device; at tines,
it sounds like a fozhorn when it nits a low note, and soueti.ies it
reseibles a steam callione. 3But it achieves a crystal clarity of
tone that allows uost of the counternoint to come througa.

Zeinlein's storv, "Jerrv is a man" in TWS wgs an interesting
item.  COrazsed full of odd umtant ideas, like pets made to order,
ete., and the hints which did not develon as they seemed to »nrom-
ise.becaie aliost irritating. The story certainly had a
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new 1dea in it, as you say, and the hints dropped throughout
the story as td futurc conditions were' in Heinlein's best

style. But the story failed to click with me. The theme
seemcd o have been dragged 1in at the last minute; it surely
was not preparcd for by the bogluning, The unexpluined "shy-
sters" had me‘'fairly curious. General picture: a crazy qullt
of small, well-constructed ideas Aabout the futurc.

FRAPPE. Your terse style and direédt attack is
well appreclated, Virginia. Thanks for . the 1nformatlon on
the coming.A.. Bertram Chandler story. =~ : :

PLENUM . A handbook for prospoctive convbntion plan-

ners, at least! - - ] ; I g
TANGENTS  From vour report, author Ieard would scem

to take a darkly pessimistic view of human nropress, in that

he resorts to a paternalistic, fascistic gociety in which

to. apply psychology to government. A much morc eobuvious way ..

of utilizing psychology, or psychiatry if you please, is to

teach it bto kids in school and let things take their natural

coursc., Show them the mcchanisms of neuroscs, for cxample.

FANDANGO The PFapa troublcs werc intcresting.

HALF-LENGTH ARTICLES #1_ . The conversation aﬁtributcd
to Perdue & wife was a good cxamplec. of a common type of. word
¢xchange. The drunk conversation was convincing, too.

GRULZAK A finc cover design. . Artwork and mimco-
graphing of a uniformly excellent quality. ... I don't know
just how the Amazing Stories quotation given in And Never
the Twain appcared, but it surely sums up the ugly doctrincs
of that magazinc. _

Tell Alpaugh to stop worrying. The Turno--the only
stop watch with a built-in slide rule--is casily explaincd.
it's not a ten-inch linear slide rulc as might have been.
imaginod, but a circular slido rule. I saw one. Like an
ordinary wrist watch, ecxcept that it has two calibrated cir-
cular scales around the face that form the slide rule. The
outer scalc is rotated by gripping a projeccting cdge around
the outside of the dial. Objcet is, of coursec, to compute



SPced in sports cvents, otc.
Thc John W. Campbell's Soups story hit mc right in
the funny bonc. Clocver,

PHLNTEUR Woll written and intcrcsting throughout
Don. Your thcory of TWS acting as a rccoeptaclce for un-
successful slick-aimed stf scems very probablc.

F.NOMENA4 - Docs "The Eugonic Fan" ‘start o Smith-
-kFeoller foud? Keller -recally struck in now literary firce
tions therc! 4t lcast, it was a good fan story; and he
apparcntly has us well anulyscc. o.. The account of
thc Philcon was good, but could havec bocn cven moro
dctailed. “Whut was Tuckor's onc-fingoer concoerto 1likc?
Sounds a la Chico Marx.

LTOTE Haven't finished wcading this issuc yct,
This dcacline snuck up on MCa..

MOONSHINE I unidcrstand Moffatt has quit the Fapa.

GLOM The FFoundation cortainly could uso thosc
filc cuards B.ilcy spcuks of ! By thc way, who did tho
quagint dr .wing on thc first pagc, Hoffmun?

F.PA FLYPLPER #0. Not much herec to commont on.

ELMURMURS BRIEFLY The Major Disastcr Plan has
cvoked somec ciscussion around school, What docs the
city plan to do for a« rcully major cdisuaster, likc a-
-bombs or gorms? g

SLITHY TOVES Givc us morc ncxtime, Gus.
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« F.P.N'S BOOKSHELF

I likc to think I have a plastic philosophy, if
any at all, und am plcascd to find books contributing
toward a modcrn outlook. ("Modern" becausc it scoms
incrcasingly obvious that modern scicntific thcorjcs
arc making our old idcas, our classic philosophics,
very very obsolcte. L4ny opinlons among you to . the
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contrary?) A rccent hook in this l%no of, thought is rhysicist
Erwin Schrocdinger's "Whas is Life?", a thin 1ittle book spolo-

getically voyaging into the fundamcntal proovlcms cf Liology--
written for laymcn. . (I can guurantec this last, for when it
comus Lo biclogy, L'm very mch of 2 laymanl) Schrocdinger

is not concerncd with detuils hcere. Spoaking on very general
levels, hc managcs to bo very provecative. The book: containg,
in fact, some of the dammdest hints. +It tics up goneties and
quantum mochanics; it sccms thoe two sclcnces arosc independent-
ly of cach othcr and rcccived tuacir Tulleost developmont about
the samo time (soon aftcer 1900), bub it 1s only rcecntly that
gencticists arc rcalizing that thecy must cliab down to the
quantum level »f covents in order Lo ¢xplorc the clusive struc-
ture of the gene. Thero is a distlLstefully bhoological spocu-
lation in the¢ last chapter, but tine book as a wholg 1is guaran-
teed to ofrlcr you somcthing new.

Mention of Korzybslzi-wouald be appropriuic hoerc. His
system of gencral scuantics, as you probably know, nas attempted
to formulatec a practical cveryday "philosophy of 1life" in tcrums
of the¢ techniqucs of modern scicncc. Rothman did such a good !
job of writing on Korzybski in his scveral articles in Plenum
that we'll tie in gcncral scmantics with a discussion of that
magazinc bclow. '

PLENUM, 4 FaNZINE WITH 4 DIFFuidwl® OL.adT

Ilecontly perusing dothman's output of Plcenum's, 1
found many of the discussions thercin very stimulating.
The scecond issuc, July 1946, contains a good introductory
description of gcneral scmuntics. LU wus followcd by a
sccond article (Plenum o) which went into morc doetull in
an cffort to prcsent Korzybski's metnods. LIt was cxccllent,
but did not go far ocnough, a3 Specr polinted out later. NMany
vital factors in the non-aristotelian systcem constructed in
Scicnce and Sanity, rclutions, rolc of structurc, nor-eclomcn-
talism, action by contact, undcfined tcrms, otc., werc omitted,
In Plenum #4 Rothman airs a fceling disillusionment or somc-
thing akin®to it. Looks more 1likec he has applicd gencral
semantics mcthods and resulted in a ddcision to usc morc
caution in discussing genocral scmantics. Ls that right,
Milt? If so, what o strangc, circular situation!

Extonsion, the awkiels mm ecmnl - rappers in Plonum
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#5 wag a dilly. Thc lunguage opcr.tes on thosc lower E
1cvels of abstraction, fcelings und intuitions, a diffi- T
cult achievement in mathecmatical writing. In the draw- E
ings Rothman really gocs all out, surpassing tho power ofR
any tcxt-book in dircctness: of cxpression. Do I sound a
1ikc a slobbering art critic? If so, it's becausc I figue
that tecaching mathcematics in this Sort of manncr is
nccessary. Thorc rcally-is a lot of intuition nccdced
in mathomatics, you.know, in spitc of thc imprcssions
given in stuffy school books, which oftcn ncglcct the
ccntral problom of crcating now mathcmatics, Spcaking
of illustrations, thc rollcr-coastcr on thc Besscl func-
tion was a natural!

In thc cpistcmological  discussion of cnergy in
Plenum #6 it should havc becn pointcd out that cncrgy
is o structural aspcct of cvents, It's a compound of
rolations, motion, clcectrical stresscs, deformations b4
of olcctric ficlds, cte. It ecrtainly isn't a "stuff',
if therc is any such thing as "stuff" in thc world at
all.
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MATHEMATICS CAN BE FUN (4ND PROFITABLE) DEPARTMENT

Or how to win at poker with Algcbra. What I'm

‘talking about is thut amazing book, "A Thcory of Gamcs
and Economic Bchavior" by mathcmatician von Neumann of
Princcton. The author has been working on a thcory of
games, that 1s, a thcory of stratcgy and chance governcd
by sufficicntly simplc rulcs, as in card gamcs, chess,
ctc.X This book is an introduction, apparcntly, to the
theory, or rcprcscnts a juvenilo form of it. If my
gucss is corrcct (this is mostly gucssing, 'causc I
haven't mastcrcd von Ncumann's book, not by a iong shot)
the thoory rcquircs some perfcction beforc we can util-
izo it at thc card tablc. Thc body of thc book is only
for thc vory bold; it rcads likc, say a calculus toxt--
in othcr words you'vec got to pitch in with a spade.

But thc introduction and first chapter and dcscriptive
and qualitative, and very intcrcsting by themsclvos,
From what I could glcam, von Ncumann's prineipal achiove-
ment is a very succcssful and well-formulatcd (using

set thcory) approach to the analysis of stratcgy. With
it he unswors m.ny ‘*unanswerablc" qucstions of .cconomics,
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a complicated game with cortain fixcd rules (thoe law), clcments
of chancc, cte. Using thc notion of prpobability, ho formulatos
4 numerical theory of "cconomiec valuc", contrary to the dogma
of classical cconomics. Later in the book he attempts to
analysc such games s poker, chess, cte., but T dount that ho
gocs into them vory thoroughly. -Somcday meybe we can. sit down
to a card gamc with papcr, pencil, and a handy pockct cniac,
and scrapc up the dough. Thore are all ‘sorts of pogsibilitics
for o finc ASF yurn in ‘this gtuff. :

Z0TZ1 4 HCRSEBALCK REVIEW:

Sclected by the Book-or-thce-Month Club lust yoor-was u.
funtusy "Zotz !" by wWalter Karig; Rinchart & Cowmpany, Now
York and Toronto, ¢l1947. 268pp.  Illustratod by thc author.

Zote !l is 4 tals cf 2 Professor of Dcud Lauguagea teaching
at a thcological school who onc day acquircs the powor of
killing any living thing by pointing his finger at it and
saying "zotz !" The funtasy olomont in hunclod dextcerously.,
Being an intclligont and idecalistic man, the hero hurrics to
offer his scrvices to the governument during thoe war. Hisg
cscapades with an cnigmatic Prunctto. somchow linked up with
the supcrnatural power, on the ccllicge campus, and his cXpor-
icnccs with red tape in Washington, .wherc he attempts to sco
the President, combine hilurious comedy with forcoful satirc,
If you'rc In the uarkct for umusual und fuant.stic cntortain-
ment, don't wiss this book-
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THE FaNTASY FOUNDATION LIBRaRY

Sincc wo undertook the job of librarian in the Fantasy
Faoundation, wo've accoded over onc thousand itcoms in tho
rccords. This counts books, magazincs, fanzincs, ote. (Ete.
in this casc includes photogruphs, microfilms, phonodiscs,...)
snd tho Brundt trunk still stunds awaiting. .o haven't oven
looked in it! The library alroady toasts many finc itcms.

' We have an almost cxhaunstively complcte collcetion of Morritt.

Most of thc arkham books, including, of coursc, Thc Outsidoer.
The Fantasy Fress books, ctece. The LaSFS nord gata}pg is being
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adapted to the collection. i i 3

ONLY \%he first o?f‘ mdrrlly #g%etdilgg aélgsf{gan?ﬁg tr}rlnié‘%oo‘]ocg 1dsono.
The situation,is mostly duc to the little sparc time wo
have had, but also to the happy doluge of books and miga-
zines that has poured , into the Foundation. ... Wc intcnd
to issue a book 1list soon.

»
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EPITAPH FOR THE OLD ORIENTATION i

"1T jookod up the 92nd cloment in mg vencrable Funk
and Wagnalls and rcad:
Uranium, n. A rare, heavy white
motallic clcment. ... Has no im-
portant uses... ‘!
(From a column by Dclos Avery in tho book section, Chi-
cago Sunday Tribune, august 19, 1945.)"-quotecd in turn

from.Quoth
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