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WARNING s~ This article is about religion and the reading thereof may bring
about your conversion and lead you to a better way cf life.

SING HO! FOR POPE JOAN

Several days ago as I was pondering
the receip* of the latest issue of
MINARDOR and drinking my fourth cup
of tea, the wireless being en, a
news comrentator began to speak. Due
to the inadequacies c¢f the audio:-
visual media, I did not get his name,
but I think he was a recder in
philosophy at a University in Crow-
eatia., His subject was the recent
decision bty a2 Syncd of the Anglican
Chucch in Sydney that there was no
theological barrier to the oxdination
«f women priests., He agreed and
remarked in passing that the said
body was fifty years behind the times
etc. etceene

I disagree, on theological and
historical grounds. Now, lest the
Bishop of Westbourne Park, or the
Cardinal of Rhode Island write query-
ing my theolegical pretentions, let
me state that I have contributed to
THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN two thes=
logical articles, one en Paul's
attituue to womea and the other point-
ing out that the doctrine of Original
Sin is based on a reading that takes
no cegnisence of the historical
provance of the 5ist Psalm. (2)

The point of having a priest
is to offer sacrifice and to svand
between the worshippexrs and their
god as a mediator, Now, according to
Christian doctrine, Christ offered
hinself, once and for all, as a

sacrafice for sin (3), and since
there is ro further offering required,
or indeed that can be made by the
believer, no priesthouod is necessary.
Indeed, Christ himself is the high
priest. (4) However, as every Christ-
ian offers his own body as a sacrif-
ice to God (5), they are, each one,

a priest. That is, every Cpristian is
a priest before God (6). Tnere is not,
nor can there be, any priesthood or
laity in the Church, The Anglizan
communion is not fifty years behind

John J Alderson

the times, it ic nineteen hundred
years out of date. So much for the
historical grounds of my disagree-
ment .

Now tke theological grovrds for
ny disagreement. There is, in the
New Testiment, absolutely no teaching
whatever or the ordination of priests,
because, as I eutlined above, the
early Christian Church jus+t didnt't
have any. Well, what did they have?

Christ appointed twelve apostles,
but that numbe» has never been added
tc. In the commune the first Christians
had¢ in Jerusalem, it was found that
some of the Hellenist widows were
missing out on the daily distributions,
so seven men were chosen to be deacons.
(7). A deacon was one wkc served at
the tables, and men were chosen
because, in the Hellenic world c¢f the
day, women did not do menial jobs,
and the Christians did not use slaves,
The deacons gradually began to take
care of the temporal affairs of the
Church. Most churches now have deacon~
esses (scme of the modern ones having
hang-ups about serving at tables) but
their precise duties I don't know.
When we were rewriting our local
Church!s constitution I wanted their
duties defined as those of the elders
and deacons were, vbut the deaconesces
refused to divulge what their duties
were, cne saying very tartly,

"We know what we do"
and as a male I had to stand humble

and abashed beforz such lcgic.

I suspect that the elders or
bishops were successors to the apostles,
but nowhere is it said. Their duties
were pasteral, ard they tock, as their
badge ef office, a shepheid's crook
to signify their spiritual oversight
over the Church. They vere not priests,
but they were men, and have remained
men and the writers nf the Eristles
were ademant that they shculd be men (8],
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The early church did not have
any ether effices. They practiced a
form of anarchy (in the political
sense) called congregationalism and,
as there is a lack of information
about the local Churches being ruled
by elders (9) and/ux deacons, I
suspect that they followed the Greek
ideal and were d=mocratic.

Well, what about the parson, or
the minister as he is now known. The
early Church did not have a paid
ministry, indeed, they did not have
a ministry, except for what has be-
come known as a "mutual ministry".
The idea grew up later so things
would be done with some degree of
decorum and certainty. A ministerxr is
one who serves a congregation. He is
not 2 boss, manager or ruler, The
Church is ruled by the elders (bishops)
in the spiritual sphexre and by the
deacons (and deaconesses) in the
temporal sphere. Now, here is a stran-
ge thing. Bvery female I have heard
interviewed on the wireless or whose
writing I have read, has emphasised

the ruli and has never mentioned
the Teal function of ministering.

I remember reading somewhere that
the Church gained much #f its power
because it replaced the male at the
head of the house in a woman domin-
ated community.

It hardly needs comment that
Greek men of any social standing are
congpicuous by their absence in the
New Testiment. A few tradesmen,
artisans, slaves and Roman officials
constitute the males. Women of stand-
ing however are plentiful. Of the men
it is said, " Now the Athenians and
the foreigners who lived there spent
their time in notning except telling
or hearing something new." (1C).
Obviously the unenployment pcsition

was bad amongst the men. To see how
this happened we have to go back a
bit.

Xenophon {11) relates some
advice given by Socrates to
Aristarchus when the latter was like
+o be overwhelmed by poverty because
gome fourteen female relations {plus
glaves) had taken refuge in his house

due to the political disasters that
had overwhelmed Athens. Socrates
advised him to get the relatives
working for him, so Aristarchus
borrowed money and bought wool and
got the women to spin it and the latter
began to work cheerfully together and
the household begzn to flourish again
untii at length the women complained
that only Aristarchus "ate the bread
of idleness" and Socrates advised him
to tell the women the "fable of the
dog" and that " You accordingly tell
your relations that you are, in the
place of the dog, their guardian and
protector, and that, by your means,
they work and live in security and

pleasure, without suffering injury
from anyone,"

In Greece, a situation arose, as
described in the Book of Proverbs (12)
and as remarked upon by Socrates (13),
such that the women, knowing the
family ecenomy took it into their own
hands. In Roman times Greece was
virtually an occupied country and the
man nc longer was able to “"protect the
household"™, Conseguently they became
as Paul found them, doing nothing but
speaking or hearing seme new thing.
They were consequently of no economic
or social importance in the community.
The Greeks being an enlightened people,
the Greek man was allowed his room in

the house where he could entertain
his male friends (14) just as the male
was

allowed his den in Victorian times,

Christianity, springing from the
male dominated Judea, came as a breath
of fresh aiz to the Hellenistic society
because the Church insisted firmly on
placing the male again at the head of
the household, just as Christ was the
head of the Church. (15). It may not
be amiss to point out that Faul would
not have wasted ink telling the Greeks
what was already their social practice.

Thus the elder or bishop had rule
over the Church as much as they had
any oversight in their almost certainly
democratic practice., It is then vnder=-
standable that Paul should object to
a woman usurping authority {(16) and
draw attention to the verb used,




MINARDOR

4 4

Well, what happened to change the
Church with its lecal demecratic
congregations without formal organ-
isation etc into the huge monoclithic
state churches such as the Church of
Rome, the Anglican and the Lutheran
with tkeir complicated ruling class
system to say nothing of their
piriesthoods and their celibates?

To my mind, these changec came abeut
vhen Constartine the Great made
Cnristiarity the State Religion in
324 AD, Temples were clased and
sacvifaices forbidden, but it was not
all so simple. Many temples became
churclies and probably many priests eof
the o0ld wrel.gion became priests of
the new.¥ Cextainly many of the ald
opraccices suxvived very 1fttle chan-
sed, rarticularly cfficial positiens.
many of these remained with their old
titles. Hatvrally, the Church hacd te
beceome organised. It acquired a
hierarchy and the idea of Jesus czoming
as the servaant of all becams lost,

This was not all the story. Very
early in the piece, there arnse a
particular heresy, the Manicheean
sect, and although Mani wvas born in
215 AD, St. Paul appears to be con::
demning tenets similar to theirs in
his Let®er to Timethv (17). The Mani-
chaeans believed that th~ powers of
Couod ond Evil were co-etverial anc that
the material world was evil. Ascet-
icism was superexaited and marriage
was condemned (18), The struggle with
this grea® hcresy cccupied the Chuxch
for the nmext thousand jears, and its
doctrines were contaminatec by the
blight of this heresy. This gave the
Church the monastic ideal, the exault-
ing of virginity and the sinfulness
of sex, wine and many innocent forms

% I've been resisting the impulse fo
butt in up till now, but this state-
ment I cannot allow to go uuchallen~-
ged. The impression I have of the
early Christian Church is that it was
tight knit and paranoid. As such, I
doubt that it would have welcomed ex-
priests of its rivals. If you want us
to believe sbat it did, I feel you
are obliged *“c provide us with a bit
nore evidence than "probably",

MAO.

cf merrymaking, It is inevitable that
when men leave what Paul calls the
natural use of womea (19) for either
an unnatural asceticiem (considering
sex evil), or lust (making sex des—
picable), then women zuffer and

cease to be our equals,

A very sketchy nutline of what
happzned, but I think it a fair
enough estimate of the essential
history. Now today, with the Anglican
Church dithering about admitting
women priests, we sece them not fifty
years behind the times but about
seventeen hundred, for in essential
Christianity tnere is no place for
the whole pararhernalia of these
obsolete State Churches. The lasgt
thing Chrictianity can be is the
religious arm of the State, All Christ—
ians are priests in tnat they have
direct access to Ged. A1l are equal
and =one shionld seek to rule others (20)
but should be practicing self—denial
and iove, The Methydists, when they
broke from the Anglicans, saw the
light and dropped 2ll such worldly
pretentions, It's time the rest did
likewise,

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN, "Paul
the Misogynist?" 1975 p 110

Ibid 1977 ™The Insincere Psalmist"
p 340.

I Cor. 5:7
Hev. 5:20.
Rom. 12:1.

I Pet, 2:5.
Acts 6:1-6,
I Tim., 3:1-7 3 Titvs 1:6.
Titus 1:5.

Act 17:21.

Xencphoa, MEMORABILIA 2:7.
Prov. 31:10-31,

Xenophon op cit 3:9.
Vitruvius THE TEN BOUKS ON
ARCHITECTURE VIsViIzd.

Eph. 9323,

I Tim, 2:12.

I Tim, 423,

James, THE APOCRYPHAL NEW
TESTIMENT Oxford 1955 p xx.
Rom, 1:27.

I Pet. 5:3.

(1)
(2)

Heb. 9:26.

~
N
~

P g o W W
S N N et N e P TN e PP P bt

@~ hvwn 45N D = ONO @ =1 O\

ENENSNERNESRREUEUMRUSNERNRNRRURENY
++;L TR




MINARDOR 4 5

THE ALDERSON LBTTERS Part II

JOHN J ALDERSON Havelock Victoria 3465. 6/9/77

With the very odd excepticn, when writing a humourous article, one should
be as accurate zs possible., I find this so in particular because my humourous
articles are very serious. Se I take care that every fact I wse is as
correct as I can be sure of, and I write a humourocus article with Jjust as
many reference books consulted as for a serious article and I could document
them Jjust the same. If I deal with myths it is because, as a fundamental
part ef his*ory I etudy them. I hope I appreciate their meaning.,

But when I make a cimple statement, "Remember that provexd »f ours,
(reduced from its obscene original) to wit ; Once yout've got them sacared
yeu've get them beat. (I may add that the proverb dces not apply literally
to girls. They start screaming.) Don't be afraid of shem." I would have
thought the meaning clear: If Marc was afraid of women he was beaten, and
the proverb does not apply litexally tm girlm. Well, the proverb is, as
Paul Stokes arparently does not know, "Once you've geot them scared you've
got them fucked." and proverbs are usuvally figures of speech and this is
no exception, but just so there csuld be no mistake I added that it dves not
apply literally to girls. I have never heard it applied literally, and do
not expect to, and I suppuse honesty should prompt me to add that I got the

thought on girls' reaction to being scared from an article by Jack Wodhams,
But Paul Stokes comes out with...

"Well John, as far as I, and a number of friends are concerned, you still
know fuck all about women, All this crap about getting them scared and then
you have them., ¥or what may I ask? The great masculine passtime which centres
the only possible relaticnship between man and weman ac Jjust pelow the navel,
Ien't it aboubt time that this attitude just disappeared?™

The disappearing »f that attitude could begin with Paul Stokes. His
complete misunderstanding of all I was saying in ihe article is monumental,
and 1 am not surprised that his understanding of myths, legends and
literature is Jjusv as wids of the mark, Whilst normally I am happy to
discuss such matters, I am not going to wade threugh obscenities to do so.

I have read Dod D'Ammassa's letter before in other fanzines concerning

other articles of mine. Of course I write controversial articies. I like
to think anc make people think.

Re Andrew Brown's letter, tut my boy! You confuse a highly sophisticated
literarv production, Euripides BACCHAE with the Mytnological Bacchaeades.
The latter induced orgastic frenzy by chewing ivy leaves (probably also
using other crugs.) ((Swrry to butt in again John but seurce?7MAO))
Criginally they apparently killed and ate any male tkey met. later they had
a chosen victim ana finally an animal substitute. I doubt ir Euripides
would have got far by reminding the women of the cannibal origins of one
of their major religious culis. (( I was under the impression that the cult
of Dionysus belonged to bcth man and woman. Though the Bacchacades wexe
women, by the time the worship of Dionysus had bzcome a major cuit, inyone
was free to worship. Indeed, Pentheus got his for not worshipping. MAC))

Wellothers you are Marc, but where are the rest of the letters that were
going to deluge you to put me right?

(See Don Ashby's letter and Helen Swift's letter. I think they cover
that, MAO.)
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PAUL STOKES 5 George St. Parkside S.i. 3063

Dear John,

excuse my indifference to what "you" choose to term "my obsenity".
Should you choose to take offence there is little I can say on the matter.
bewever, tc use that as an excuse for your inability to reply is somethiug
else entirely. I misunderstood what you were saying? Really? Semehow I
can't really svallew that, Wnile I appreciate what you say abcut research
and myths (and it is a technique I myself employ) I fail to see its relevance
to what follows,

"Once you've got them scared you've got them beat, Don't be afraid
of them." Now assuredly you may have thought the meaning clear. It isn't
without sufficient explanatien. Everything you yourself go on to say preves
exactly what I said about it and your attitude. If it doesa't apply literally
to girls then why do you use it and what point are you trying to make? Are
you telling Marc that he should not be afraid of girls but shcuald put his
natural shy character aside and be more overt and forthright in his relatiens
with women? If sc [ heartily agree. However, I personally would be reluctant
to encouragc somevne to put on a bold front that isn't them. You can't Lay
down one hard and fast rule for relating teo peovle that can apply to
everyone,

Why should this "attitude" disappear starting with me? What attitude
are you talking about John? The passage you quote was my denouncement of
yonr quote and attitude., T have made no "monumental misunderstanding" of
what you were saying in your article which I reiterate was distasteful,not
cnly to me, btut tc those female friends who read it. As to your comments
regarding my comprehension of myths legends and literature: such a crass
and immatuvre statement from a man of your standing who researches his
writings is not worthy or comment,

NEVILIE J. ANGOVE 13/5 Maxim St West Ryde, N.S.W. 2114 5/9/77.

I can't understand the furore raised by Alderson®s ariicle/lztter on
vomer. I thought it was —‘unny (inen, I happen to be a MCP of the highest
degree) but there was rnothing in it that shculd have generated the response
that it did.

DON ASHBY 224 Nicholson St Abbotsford Vict 3067. 10/10/7%

Apparently John is incapable cf writing without being sexist and while
I wouldn't be so rash as to suggest he give up (writjng that is) I would
suggest that he will keep more friends and make fewer enemies if he ceases.
While the predominant emotion his sexist remarks evoxe in me is pity, the
emotion they arouse in most peeple is repugnance, disgust and anger. I have
ghown the article to a few female fringe fans of my aguiantance and the
ensuing pyrotechnics were a wonder %o behold.Marian's grandmother lives uear
John's place and I have suggested at odd times that we make a side t1ip to
see John. "You can go by yourself, I'm having nothing to do with that sexist
shit" was the respense. I know that John is a capital fellow from odd talks
at cons and parties., The newer generation of fans who are somewhat more
worldly and less eccentric than the old guard have likely not met him. By
writing such thoughtless zubbish, he is not doing himself, or fandom, or
the reputatior of your fanzine any good.

((It seems that this might just be an ideal time to give my full views
on the subject, since the reputation of my fanzine has been raised. To be
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honest, this is the lesast of my weorries. I published John's article because
I enjay his writing style., I disagree with mest of what he says, and find
his misuse of logic abysmal, but at the same time, John's articles always
come out readable, mnless one's peint of view runs so contrary %o his that
one is rendered incapable of enjoying the writing. I must admit that I
hadn't really thought deeply enough about his article on women, because it
seems that every female who has read the article has been totally turned
~»ff, I'm just hoping that the article in this issue won't effect people in

a similar ranner, because there is snough in it for a couple of good arguments.
Ore thing 1 do object to however is people telling me what I should and
sheuld not print in MIFARDOR. I get the imprecsion Don that you are trying
ir a diplematic manner to kint that I should not print certain things. A
certain other Don was a bit more forceful in his suggestior. As ratters
stand, I'1ll continue t5 prirt John's material if I think it's worth it. MAO))

0f the letters you printed in PUTTING JOHN RIGHT A3JOUT WOMEN. the one
that comzs closest to my own feelings is Don D'Ammassa's. The cther letters
were merely haggling about trivial points of history and mythological detail
Shat on my reading of said history are much cleser to the facts than Johr
Alderson's. None of the letters actually approached vthe iaherent problems
ef sexism o> the causes for the underlying sentiments. Your remarks concerning
Faul Stokes and APRES in general were well made. It is interesting to note
that none of the letters you printed were by women. If Maz was an example,
she tried on a numbher of occasions te write a letter, out descenaed intc
inchocate anger every time she tried to finish the article under discussion.

{( Thanx Den for a well set out analysis of the wkole thing. I must admit
that I also noticed the hedging around the main issue, however I do nct feel
qualified te write anything really meaningful about sexism. IS anyona else
out there would care to deo so, I'll gratefully receive it. Otherwise, may
I ecommend JANUS a bzautiful fanzine which has featured some cf the oest
material on sexism 1've seen since KHATRU 3/4. 75¢ or the usual from
SF3 Box 1624 Madiscn Wi 53701. MAO))

JCAN DICK 379 Wentigong St Albury N.S.W. 2640 8/12/77

John Alderson certainly stirred up a hornet's
views on women, With three such gallant gentlemen
vomen, a’l I can say is "God made women without a
conld love men instead of laughing at them,"

nest when he "aired" his
ready to do battle for
sense of humour so they

((Somehecw Joan, I don't think that having men fight for wvomen is
enough, Still in thers I .detect the view that woman was created to
serve man, and that grates on my nerves. MA0))

M.E.TYRRELL 414 Winterhaven Drive Newport News Virginia 23606 U.S.A. 4/9/77

I am assuming that Jehn Alderson's PUTTING MARC PIGHT ABOUT WOMEN was written
just to irricate everysne so I am largely ignoring it., If he really means
all he said I hate to think what sort of life he's had.

EELEN SWIF? 1/52 St.Anne's Place Farkside S,A. 5063 5/12/77

Reconsidering my reply to John Alderson's comments, I just feel really sick of
tbe whole thing, and feel that to add anything else s it would be to drag
out an argument best left alore, Sc I ripped up wnat I wrote and feel better
for having Jdone so.
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PAGE 7A
or

THE BEST LAID FiU)f PLANS
or

THE BEST TIME TO TYPE STENCILS IS THE DAY AFTER YOU'VE
TYPED THEM.

Synopeis:— Having finished typing the letters concerning John Alderson's
article, Ortlieb discovers annther and receives two more.

HARRY WARNER JR. 427 Summit Ave, Hagerstown, Maryland, 21740 U.S.A., 28/1 o/77.

A3 T've said in a couple ¢f lecs recently, there should be a special
commitiee formed te draft Jehn Alderson fer DUFF, or te set up a special fund
to import him to the United States. While hexe, his itinerary would be arranged
se he could participate in every panel discussicn about feminism at all trhe
cens being held during his visit. I'm sure he would enliiven the discussiens
magnificently, Othexr than that, I don't intend tms comment cn his letter/article.
There used to be twe things I didn't write about for fanzines, religion and
politics. Now there are three, the woman questien plus the two original ones
vhich seem gort of shrunken in comparison by now,

((Hmnn., lemme see now, there's the religious article in this issue, the
letter/article in MIN 2. John, how wauld you like te do a pwlitical
article fer MINS?MAO))

TERRY EUGHES 473$ Washington Blvd Arlington VA 22205 U.S.A. 14/12/77

Jehn Aldersen's column is a definite asset for your fanzine as it would be
fer any fmz,

MIKE GLICKSOHN 141 High Park Ave Terontc Ont M6P 253 Canada 6/12/77

Well, I doubt that anyore will be able to accuse Jeohn Aldersen of anything
more serious than writing boringly as a youth after this particular article. I
suppose the centrast between the somewhat more idealistic ycung Aldersen and
his lcweable cynical mature self is interesting but this is in most respects
a simple piece of filler. Like seme of your readers who vent tieir spleens
against Jchn's earlier article on women, I used to let him proveke me inte
angry respcnses with his goading and deliberately rrovocative articles, but
I wisened up, refused itz rise to the bait and a fairly bitter emnity that had
been growing betweer us vanished and was replaced by a friendship tha® was
realized at AUSSIECON. So ncwadays I find it hard to take John sericusly or
to sympathise with thcse who are still moved ‘¢ attack him with such fervcur.
I'm sure it's all good fer controversy and lots of mail, but to me, that's a
pretty rotten reason tuv publish something. If you can't generate response
with the guality or tone ef your publicaticn (fane in the sense of the special
feeling that pervades lfanzines like MOTA,MAYA etc) then doing se with what
amounts to yellow journalism is pretty low. (Note, I'm not questioning Jorn's
article -~ which I den't remember at this time —- but mersly your reascns
for using it,)

(( Point taken, however, I find my reasons for doing anything fuzzy at the
best of times. I think I have basically two criteria for what I publish.
The first is appeal to me and the second is whether or not an article
will elicit loes. John's articles normally fit both categories, though
I must admit, the women article fitted criteria two better)ghan it did one.

MAO
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The following was passed on to me by Paul Stevens DUFF candidate and
pexrpetxator of lousy jokes, He had rejected it for his own zine, and had
sent it to me because "He (Leigh) sald you weren't very s=lective.,"
Mumble. Not selective indeed. Why, only a year ago I rejected an article.

However, in the interests of paying lLeigh back for his totally uncalled
fex and absolutely accurate comments, here is

LEIGH EDMONDS' Q@ CON REPORT

1977 was not, fexr Valma and X, a very good year for cenventions. I realised
this as scon as 1 walked inte the conventien room at Q-Con the first time, and
that was stiil in 1976 (New Year's Eve I will admit.) As a room in which te
held a convention it was pretty good, lacking only air-conditioning. (In
Meloourne one might not notice, but in Brisbane in the middle of summer you
certainly will.,) However, frem the ceiling were slung three large slowly
robating fans that stirrad the air languidly. The ceiling was fairly low and
the shafts on the fans were fairly leng and I theught it was a pity that

Andrew Brown wasn't there so that he could be cut dewn to size every time he
walked undexr one,

But as I was saying, I knew it was going *o be a bad yecr for conventions
as soon as I walked into the Q-Con convention room. I was echeduled to play a
piece cf music on one of the evenings and while an L-shaped room may not
bother a panel or a guest speaker, it plays hell with the acoustics and stereo
effects on pre-recorded tape, I had a guick dose of gloomy forebeding and then
went down to the lobby where we met Paul Stevens and he and I decidea to gc for
an expleratery walk of the city while, on the cther hand, Valma tcok her ease
and comfort on the bed in our room with the air conditioner turned vr full,

It wae a day of blast furnace intensity heat, but, as explcrerc, we paid
little attention tc such things. With the aid of a street map ripped from a
tourist guide, large doses of native intelligence and orange juice, ve
successfully negotiated the streess of Brisbane city for the afternoon, It
eventuated that our interests were slightly disimilar because I was interested
in looking around toy and hobby shcps at plastic models and Paul was interested
in looking in bookshops - “‘professional interest" he claimed. Paul was under
ingtructions from Valma to rcmind me that I had already spent enough cn plastic
for the holiday and, though I did not have any similar instructions from
Mervyn, I think Paul was worried that I would tell tales anyhow. In the hobby
ghops J would lecture Paul on the kits there, giving hin a run down on quality,
availability and price. In the book shops Paul lecturcd me on quality, avail-~
ability. quentity, price and the natural superiority of SPACE AGE BOOKS.
Naturally I paid nc heed to this chatter.

Late in the afterncon we discovered that the convention motel was
perched up at the top of a high hill overlooking the city, a fact we had failed
to notice when we had ezrlier walked down into the city. It was still very hot
and we were both hot exhausted and parched when we got back to our rocms,

T had been looking foreward to a glass of ice water from the room fridee,
tut instead I discovere’ another omen overshadowing the 1977 convention =
calonder - the water at the motel was hzavily chlorinated. I am no fan of
chlorine, haven't been since the time 1 drank a not small portion of the
contents of the Horsham Olympic Swimming Pool. The only solution to-tlie problem
was to dash over ihe road to the bottle shop of the pub on the corner to stock
up on vital bodily fluids, naturally bonrbon.

After that the convention went fairly well, the only major low point
being the performance of the piece of music. For years I have been preserving
my youth a2nd handsome looks through wholesome exercise, wholesome enviromment,
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whdlesome foed and clean whnlesome theughts. By my recksning my physical age
wvas still about seventeen until after my first piece of music was performed
when I quickly became about twenty seven. This was fair enough since that was
abcut my true age, but the performance at Q-Con made me the eldest sixty-—
eight year eld twenty—eight year old in fandom and perhaps the real world.
Persenally, the performance went that badly I refuse to think about it. My
nerves simply can't stand it when I have to perform my ewn music.

When the bourbon ran ocut we were reduced to putting red cerdial into eur
water to hide the taste of the chlorine. Unfortunately the chemical has a
rzther distinctive taste which kept on peeking around the edges ef the red
flavouring. By the closing stages of the conventien I was beginning to feel
more like a chlorine gas cnntainer than a trufan, I was also looking fereward
to my Fan Guest of Honour speech. although remnants of gloomy afterbeding from
the previous evening svill overshadewed my normally sunny counternance, I kad
fortunately spent hours and hours researching information and preparing nctes
so I couldn't see what could go wrong. I wasn't exactly overconfident of tae
succees of the venture, but I did have high hopes ef a roaring success.

Like any ether cornventinn, this one had been exhausting, most peopie
staying up much teo late and drinking much too much. Just before lunch and
then my talk on that final day, we were standing in the convention room talking
with some fans when a bout ef tiredness came evexr me., I yawned and streteched.
Suddeniy there was a loud BONG and my right hand which had been raised
directly over my head was flung away at an unexpected angle while still
attached to my arm, an odd sensation let me tell you. I looked up and then
commented, "I've just been bitten by the fan." Since my fingers had not been
severed from their hand and had not even taken severe damage, nobody was too
concerned. except me. There was enly one small cut, hardly any blood atv all,
However there was a yellowish gas which had a slightly familiar chemical smell
seeping fram the wouni, making the blood bubble. This kept up during lunch,
bat had almost stopped by the time the expectant crowds had gathered to hsar
me speak.

Dennis Stocks introduced me, I nodded to friends, cleared my throat, looked
at my notes, prepared to speak. And then I made a stunning discovery. Either;
"Chloxzine dissolves inspiration when taken internally."; or elsej "Inspiration
and confidence are slightly yellow and smell like chlorine in their gaseous
states." I'm not sure which is the case, but either way, when I looked at the
notes they meant little or nothing to me. That morning and any time previously,
the four words "Bill Wright - COMORG - ASIO" could have led to a lengthy
discussion of one of the epic chapters in the history of Australian fandom,
but as I sat there I was overwhelmed by the thought of the immensity of my
diuscovery, the value to science, the prospect of a Ncbel Prize, the money, the
women etc... I couldn't think of one interesting thing to say.

Well fans, I've learned my lesson once and for ali — I go to pieces in
front of an audience. No more will you catch me turning up to conventions with
prepared tape, prepared talks with lots of background information or any of
that sort of thing. Any oconventions from now on, I'll be attending with a
bottle or two of bourbon, a pack of cards and the time to Ye spent being
amused, educated and entertained. I shall also be taking a box of band-aids
and a chlorine filter for emergencies, just in case I have to do something
OL 2 pregramme,

It's not that I don't like prepared tapes and prepared talks, it's just that
after last New Year such things make me slightly nervous.

Ag for the other conventions held in 1977, I'd rather not talk about theu,

T B A A Rt a ik




¥91ES FROM THE
SPECTACLE CASE.

Being something in the
way of aa editorial
(And tne more things
that get in the way
i of this editorial
—~————-—'  the better.)

Somehow it always helps a fanzine if someone else can be blamed for it.
The burden of guilt is lightened. and the editor can face his loved ones
gecure in the knowledge that it "was not all my fault. " In this case, the
winner of the "Who Can I Pass The Buck To" award is Allan Beatty. (Pernaps
better known to some as Steve Beatty. He produced the mammoth FANZINE
DIRECTORY.) I was sinking into a pleasant sort ef gafia when Xllan's
APRIKOS 8 arrived, Believe me, I had a 1ist of excuses for the non-appearcrce
of MINARDOR which would have easily sunk a battleship, You see, I was working

MINARDOR 4 10
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en an article en ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW, and Steve's article en Celin
Wilson wasn't finished, and I hadn't gotten the illos into Roneo to be
electrostencilled, and I didn't have the time. Anyway, APRTKOS 8 arrived, with
Allan bubbling over about cens and meeting people and things, and I lcoked
into myself and located the xeal reason I hadn't got to work on MIN 4; I was
too bloody lazy.

Having made a blunt statement of fact, I will now smother it in
rationalizations., FPanzine werk for me is a snlitary passtime. I started whilst
in the depths of the countxy and continued whilst living en my cwn in vaxrious
cvt »f the way prarts of the city. However, when one adopts the commitments
involved in living with other people, ene's life style tends to undergo a
marked change., Take for instance the ritval involved in a simple cup of coffee,
The solitary cup of coffee 1s o sweat. One merely puts tae whistling lettle
cn the stove and gees vack to typing. When the whistle screams, one whips out
to the kitchen, dumps the water in the cup, carses the lack of frest milk
and opens a tube of condensed because one cannet be bothered inte:uptirg ore's
typing to go down tc the shops for a bottle of the genuine article, Nett *ime
removed frem typing time, two mimutes.

Now compare the same ritual in a group habitation. Dive into the
kitchen to put on the kettle. Blast! No milk! Could use condensed, but no,
X don't like it. Oh well, nothing for it but to trundle down to the shops
for a pint. Might pick up a packet of biscuits. Later:— Put on the kettle.
No, not the whistler. The screach is too off puting. Just have to sit here
ur.til it boils, Okay, coffee'!s boiled., Yeah, that's really fascinating, matter
fact I saw semething about it in the latest RCLLING STONE. Wait a sec I'll
gr2b it. See, he agwrees. Personally I thought the last album was far better,
Wait on, I'll just put it on so you can have annther listen, Yeah., Ycu're right.
Another cup?

Nett tiie eilapsed thirty minutes, Not that I begrudge a moment of it,.
But it does partially account for the time I haven't been putting into
MINARDOR lately. Add to that the following factorsi work on the schocl
production; running a Dungeon; running a posval game of Diplomacy; work on
three apas; lesson preparation; reading; marking; extra travel timej; sleep
and the Liberal Govermment and you can see the fact that this zine reached
you at all is a miracle {and a pity did I hear someone say). Now, all tais
is a rather roundabout way of saying that I'd like to change the trade
agreement I have with some of you. For instance, next year MINARLOR will
probably come ou: thiee times, At the moment, I seem to have an "all for all"
trede arangement wi*h Brian Thurogood for instance, Now, no vne is going to
tell me thas thres issues of MINARDOR are worth twelve issues of NOUMENON.
Thvs, I would like to trade MINAKDCR on a one for one basis in future, That
way I can live with my conscience and you are getting something closer to
value for velue, Be assured that I will do ny best to loc the frequent fanzimes
I mcst wish to receive, (I might even resort to ("Gasp!") subscriptions.)
Note, this does not necessarily work the other way arouni. If you only” produce
on: issue a year, I'll be happy to send you MINARDOR for a year in exchange,

Well, the DUFF race is in full swing, and for those of you who arc still
unaware, the contestants this year are Shayne McCormack, Paul Stevens and
Keith Taylor, We Australians have the chance to rid ourselves of one of these
worthies when IGUANACON time comes about. (And gathering from the news reports
we receive from the States, the chamces of the lucky winner not retuning are
worth placirg a few dollars on,)

Now, speaking as a rational person, I should be unbiased in my evaluation
of each of the candidates, however, into the life of the most rational of us
can creep that emotional spectre self preservation. In the interests of that
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taxrticular emotion. I would like to support Keith Tayler's cause. Keith and I
are members of ANZAPA, indeed, Keith is the President of that august boedy.
Now, in ene particular mailing, I chose to make light of Keith's superiority
to me in terms of number of years on this planet, Keith replied that he
considered my remarks tc be deleterious to his honcur and I, Jjestingly,
sugg8ested a duel might save any loss of face., I fergot that Keith was ene

of those peopke whe turn up at cons in replica armour with replica but
exceedingly dangerous swords and battle axes. As a result of my oversight, T
have been religiously avoiding Keith, however, if you good people could see
your way clear to paying his way to America, he would be much easier to
eveid, Irdeed, his habit of totiag medievil weapons might just earn him a short
rest in ene of those fine American prisons. (I'm not sure what President
Carter's vnolicy en axe murdexs if at the moment, but I'm sure a strategically
timed telegram to the airport could work wonders.)

Let it not be thought that the other candidates are without their mevits.
Paul Stevers sent me the Leigh Edmonds'! article printed here with a cunningly
worded nnte, including the line "Stevens For DUFF" whichk I'm sure has somre
deep philosophical meaning. Shayne McCormack is also a beautiful person and
it might be worth sending her to the States so she can add to her collectien
¢f photes of her being hugged by different pros. However, for my mcney, and
skin, it's TAYLOR FOR DUFF. A ballot form should be included witn this issue,

provided I don't run out of paper. (It's Christmas Eve at time of typing, and
all the shops are closed for a week or so.)

T guess this is also a gocd time ‘e look back ever 1977. (My, deesn't
time fly, It seems like only yesterday that I was reading BRUCE GILIESPIE!'S
IDEAL 1577. ) To be gquite honest, I'd like te know what happened to thLe year.
Fannishly, it was no big thirg. In G'Nel &, my ANZAPAzine, I publishzd = list
of plans fer 1977. They ran as fellwews,

(1% visit Sydney

(2) Publish at least three issues ef Alician Fields.
(3} Buy 2 tetter duplicatsr.

) Put out at least five large fanzines,

) Maintain my position in ANZAPA.

) Pinish my Drama course frem 1976.

) Save a little money.

} Get to as many cons as possible.

) Enjoy myself whilst attempiting all ef the above,

PN NN
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Well, rour out of nine isn't teo bad. I did manage to visit Sydney, though,
ag Carey Handfield warned me, it isn't a particularly pleasani city., (The fane
there make up for that though.) ALICIAN PIELDS has been relegated to the "I 11l
put eut another issue if and when I have the material" pile. The better
duplicator has been relegated ta the "When I feel I can really afford it" pile.
Putting out at least five large fanzines fell prey to the RSN phenomenon.

My position in ANZAPA is safe for the next six menths, and due to some miracle,
the waiting list for FAPA shrunk so quickly that I was invited to join in the
new year. (That gives me three apas to worry about,) I didn't get around to
enrclling in the Drama course. I did however enrole in courses in Religious
gtudies and Science Fiction, both of which I failed. (Couldn't be bothered
handing in the major assignments.) Saving money also went by the board, (Mind
you, my record collection increased very nicely.) Getting to as many cons as
possible was quite easy too, as both major cons this year were in Adelaide,

I did get %o two Melbourne cons as weil. As for enjoying 1977, I guess I did.
It wasa't a good year, but then again, I didnlt suffer any major disasters
either, so overall, the Crtlieb listing for 1977 is M (for mediocre.)




MINARDCR 4 13

LETTERS >
I > A1
yi74
14
i

DON ASHBY 10/10/77. (address as previous unless he's moved 2gain since.)

MINARDOR three arrived about two hours ago and it clready has coffee stains
erd vegemitz2 stains on it, a sign or a good fanzine. It hasn't goi clazet
stains op it yet., That is reserved for Bangsund ard Thur:good zines.

The cuver was good (did anyone recegnise John alderson's arm?) ((Yes, as
a matter of fact Mark lawrence did, or did you tell him?M40)) I thoughé the
back cuver was better theugh and I would have used it in preference to mine.
Tt has a stfnal look to it - a massive launching of colony ships leaving the
dying eartvh or something. {"And I dreamed I saw the silver spaceships flying/
¥n the yellow haze ¢f the Sun.," Neil Young AFTER THE GOLDRUSH. MAO))

Manucd Velocipede has to be sither ycu er Jehn Alderson. ((Wrong.MAQ)) The
absense of sexist remarks makes you the liklier author, though I could be
wring. Who ever wronte it seems to have missed the peint that if yeu are
traveling in the same direction as the Earth's rotational spin, your relative
velocity is much greater than if traveling opposite to the spin, i.e. if you
are traveling on a freeway running east/west at the equator at 120mph one way,
yru are traveling at 880mph, and the other way you are traveling at 1120mph
relative, the difference being 240 mph, If you did the trip both ways, you would
exrect to suffer from the effects of lag.

((I had hored to get Dr Velocipede to answer questions arisirg from his
erticle, but he is not available at the moment. I may persuade him to
deal with these questions next issue, MAO))

While you are handing out free plugs - Strine Cen, Australia's first
relaxacon to be held over the Australia Day Weekend '78. presided over ty
myself and Nr Carey Handfield at a venue to be announced.

By the way a pie floater is NOT restricted to Adelaide, It is an English
dish (probably British would be z better word as it is restricted ts Cornwall
and Devon whose inhatitants are the remnants of the Brittish nation beZore its
integrity and culture were destroyed by the Saxcn and Norman barbarians.) The
differerce between a S.A, floater and a British one is that the British pies
are usually made with pork and have an egg in the middle,

As far as wine goes - give me a gecd Tabilk red %o a dozen from anywhere
else in Australia, I thought Carey shoved remarkable taste wearing a Iunter
Valley T shirt. Everyone knows that Victoria produces the best wire, the bast
beer, the best conventions and the best bullshit in all Australia.

f(Well, one out of four ain't too bad, Thanx for the comments. You will,
unfortunately note a decrease in the quality of the cover this issue.
The old printer left the school leaving me without access to the offset.
I had an old offset offered to me, but decided to leave it until X was
in a better financial positicn, As for Strine Con, I gather there is
more info available, but I've lost the copy of ¥NS in which it appears.
' MA0))
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NSVILLE J. ANGOVE  5/9/77

FROGCON gave me the shits. I drsve for nearly 24 hours without a break in
order to get te Adelaide for the cen, and it turned eut to be pretty much a
disasser, Than an sf con can be taken over by fake frogs is proof of a lousy
con: there wasn't enough in it on its swn to heold the attandees attention. The
only reascn I g~ to cons is, I suppese, in erder to get away from the grind
and to meet the people I don't get a chance to see otherwise.

{( Honn. I enjoyed the cvn, but then I spent most of my time nattering to
peorle whom I wished to see. Very early on in the piece I stole frem
Eric Lindsay and Leigh Edmonds the philasopky that a trufan does not
attend panel items., Pernaps I have persued that philiosophy a little too
far, but it also nas resulted in my being able to enjoy disorganised cons.
I'm sexrry I didn't get tc meet you at A~Con., Perhaps zt the next sSydney
ConA0)) ((N¥eville by the way. produces the only Australian fanzine
which can compete in looks with ENIGMA and the new SF COMMENTARY, It's
called the EFSILOM ERIDANI EXFRESS. Well worth asking about.MAO))

4 NDREV BROWN 23 Miller Cres Mount Waverley Vic 3149 1/9/77

{( What witn Andrew’s forthcomming holiday in the Americas, I don't know how
current that address is.MAO))

Manue. Velocipede's article has so rnany hoies that I could drive a truck
through, but I suppose trat'!s intentional, I will restrain myself to saying
that the east crast of the New World was settled sconer because it was a Lot
ecsier to get to.

As to Don Ashby, I could argue that if he gave wp smoking people souldn't
be rude to him. (Come te think of it, last time T saw him, he was threatening
te give it up anyway.) Anyway, does valium cause cancer? Come to think of it,
does firger nail chewing cause cancer? You can rrobably get tetanus frem
knuckle chewing, but it would be like trying to slash your wrists with ar
electriz razor.,

((No! You've got it all wrong! You're supposed to turn the razor on and
take it into the bath with you, Oh, and make sure it's mains operated.
batteries don't quite have the power necessary. As for valium, I gather
it dces have one or two nasty side-effects not shared by tobacco.MAO))

(( Andrew continuzs to make rude comments about my spelling and plugs his
fanzine BLACK WHOLE. He a2lso mentions the possibility of a fan fund to
send an Australian to Britain in '79. I gather there are moves a foot
which Teigh Edmonds is ceosrdinating here. Keep an eye on FANEW SLETTER
$4-40 for twenty from Leigh P,0. Box 103 Brunswick Victoria 3056.MAC))

FRANK DENTON 14654 8ih Ave S.W. Seattle WA 98166 TU.S.A, 11/11/77

I'm a bit jealous of your running around and visiting various fan groups
over there, put I'm sure the feeling is reciprocal when you read some of
our zines. ((And hew!MAO)) There is not quite 8> much activity ur here in
the Pacific Nortkwest, but we do have our share of visitors. Peter Reberts,
this years TAFF winner was just here for a few days, and it was nice to be
able to visit with him. Strangely enough, I seem to have been able tc mcet
quite a few Australian fans ever the last several years. lLeigh Edmonds and
Valma Srovi were here for a visit a couple of years ago. I've met Carey
Hendfield, Eric Lindsay anu Christine McGowan (now Ashby) and I've met Robin
Johnson at cenventions, although he probably wouldn't remember,
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I enjeyed Shayne MeCermack's article very much. It deesn't hurt at all te
raticnalize why one likes and reads sf, Semetimes we do get a bit defensive
about it. When I first entered the world of sf, it was a true rejection of what
was being written in the mainstream at the time., Gradually I have found that
there are mainstream writexrs whem I enjoy immensely and T eccasionally give
myself some time to read them, I'm just a lot more careful in cheosing mainstream
beoks than I used to be. Perhaps I should be just as careful in choosing the sf
and fantasy which I read, but I seem less inclined to set standards there. I do
have a list of "must reads" that w-uld stand up pretty well for the moment; a
rew Aldiss; a cyuple of new children's fantasy things by Patricia McKillip and
Susan Coopexr; the new Algis Budrys book; but then I find myself plucking some
real junk from the shelf and find myself thoroughly immersed in seme net very
grod writing. This is what T should be gquestioning critically, but I suspect
that many fans find themselves dning the same, even though they know better,

((Yea verily. Still, you've get to read the crap so as to better appreciate
the geod stuff, right? Frank, by the way, puts oui ASHWING,an excellent
nine which I owe several loes. Available for the usual, MAO))

MIKE GLICKSCHN  (acddress as previous) 6/12/77

vass I can also wish you a Merry Christmas although how one can feeli Christmas-
1like in hot sticky weather without snow, ice, sleet, frozen rain, runny noses,
cnld feet, sore throats and chills which strikes through to the marrow of the
bone I don't really understand. Wrkat good's Christmas unless you have to suifer
to enjoy it?

1 appreciated the article about the effects of speed on the human body. It
explained away something that had been getting iae 2 pretty widespreac reputation
in Noxth fmerican fan cireles, I refsr to my occasional tendency whiie at
conventions in that great country seuth of here to stumble, appear giady, slur
scme words and occasienally evan pass out. Lack of sciantific kaowledge among
the unimaginative members of current fandem has placed the blame for thesz
synptoms on my eccasional imbibing ef small quantities of alcohol which is, of
course, a slanderens blot upon my etherwise stainless escutcheon. Thanks te
this article I shall now be able to explain to my detractors that any” sucn
behaviour they might observe is simply the inescapable result of my body's
valiant efforts to 2djust to the greater speed of the earth in these more
southerly latitudes, I thank you for this obvious vesolution to a difficult and
sensitive problem.

I can sympathise with Don Ashby even theugh I'm totally against smoxing
myself. I think maay smokers are rude, inconsiderate and downright dirty.
Unforiunately, too many ef the anti-smeking brigade assume that all those
unferiunates addicted to nicotine are like that and treat all smokers on that
premise which leads tc the sert of regrettable confrentations with responsible
smekers that Don objects to, Consideratien ought to be shown by both sides
ef course,

Ceincidentally, the next fanzine I'll be dashing eff a response te is Bill
Rotsler's persenalzine so it's good te be able te read a moderately detailed
report on the cen he vas a guest at and get an Aussie's-eye view of one of
North America's most liked and respected fans. I'm delighted that all wentions
I've seen of Bill in Dewn Under fanzines so far have been universally
favourable., As ene of his nominators and a prime mover in getting him down
there, I wes sure he'd be popular but it's always nice to have one's faith in
other fans' tastes vindicated! It was also good to see an explanation eof the
frog mystigne of the con since the only other reference I'd encountered to that
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aspect of the gathering didn't explain it at all. Since I was once a guest of

honour at a con where there ggfg thousands and theusands of teeny tiny frogs in
the grounds all around the build

ings we were meeting in (and on the streets

and on the steps and all over the
gidewalks and Just abeut everywhere
you might gol) I wasn't sure whether
or not the A-Cen frecgs were real,
alcohol-induced or stuffed. New I
know., Isn't reading fanzines an
educational experience?

Geod to see your plug for DUFF
which can benefit from the publicity
and an even broader base of support
than it now has., I've been an
ardent sapporter ef DUFF since it
started and have recently added a
small feotnote to its histcry at a
couple of cons. For example, I paid
a hundred and seventeen dollars for
a six pack ef six ounce cans of beer
at one con and just last weekend T
upped my own bid six straight times
while bidding for some time with
Beb Tucker. Most of the audience
thought I was crazy both times but
at least it makes them aware of DUFF!
(I'm net at 211 sure that being
neminated by me is a very gnod thing:
Rotsler's the only fan fund runner
Iive ever successfully nominated
and I think he'd have won with
escsesr 3 svccccsvey @Nd ceceo 0

as his supporters,

((Honestly, I tried not to cut the
letter Mike, but I have enough
trouble printing insults avout
people I do know, without sdding
insulte aimed at people I've

never even heard of. MAO))

Not much to say about the lettercolumn excert to register a massive
psychic shock at the blasphemy of Mark Lawrence! "Pontoon" (or "Blackjack"
here} is a pretty neat game when the stakes are reasonable. and peker,..
poker is the game of the ghods! I take pride in having a great deal to do
with the recent massive increase in interest in all-night poker gameu at
Midwestern US conventisns. In the last year or so every con I've been to has
featured a game and many that I couldn't make have had one in my name, I enjoy
poker enormously, for the thrill of playing, the social interchange that
results while the game is in prugress and, of course, the money I've won
that has paid my w2y te several cons this year! Mark better not spout such
heresy if he ever makes the rounds ef American conventions. Poker has long
bsen a very fannish game and now that it's reaching even new heights orf
popularity he might find himself stoned inte oblivion by a terrent or
nickels, dimes and quarters.
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TERRY HUGHES (as previous) 14/12/77

I'm sorry, but I must refute your claim that "the only American Humour
worthy eof a snigger is THE BUGS BUNNY SHOW and THE FABULOUS FURRY FREAK
BROTHERS ." Sir! D¢ yeu mean to tell me that you think any country that had
Gerald Ford fsr a President lacks a sense of humour? Of course our serse ef
humour is net so great that we wculd actually elect him te effice...

But then, your na*tion just re—elected Fraser.

((I wish yeu wouldn't mentien such distasteful matters as Uncle Mal. I've been
trying to forget him. Besides which, if you think he's bad, you have
ooviously never encountexred mention of the Premier of Queensland, Jch
Bjelke-Petverson. My favourite poditical jeke at the moment runs as follows:
Q Why did Uganda get Idji and Queensland get Joh?

A Ugande got first choice,

Terry produces MOTA, one of my favourite fanzines, John Bangsund is lecal
agent. Available far a dollar or the usual I think. MAQ))

CHAS JENSEN Flat 2/113 Osmond Tce, Norwood S.A. 5067 21/11/77

Net having met Shayne Mac at any stage of the game, I find it hard to
understand why the article on THE QUESTION seems to have come frem somee:le
whe's been 2 fan for some time, I agree that the questicn only ever seems te
be asked by these penple whe don't 1ead a large amesunt »f sf, and [ think it's
that very fact that causes peoples' defensive reactiens when called on to
answer what is basically a shitty question. Do readers of Aunt Agatha ever
get asked why chey read her simplistic 3hit? You bet they den't! D¢ readers
of wasterns get plagued with a series of asshele questions that seem vo imply
that their reading taste is a little odd? Not to mentior the crazy, viclient
worlds of macho gunfighters, dell-like women, dumb savages and herses that
they insist on "escaping" inte. Nope. Nabcdy caces less. But.. You even hint
that you like sf and your wnhele intelligence, lifestyle and even your sexual
interests are likely to be advertised in the next morning's parer as
"something that is lowering the moral standard of our youth." Horseshit.,

I have been led to wonder over the last ten or so years whether the
reactien the sf reader gets isn't because pesple are horrified that they find
in their midst some individuals en whom the sozial conditioning hasn't taken.

" The very idea! Reading stories about worlds cther than ours! Isn't
this ene gouod encugh for you you.g men/lady?"

If that isn't a defencive reaction against an implied criticism, I might
jist as well tear up my psych. degree. Ursula LeGuin said at AussieCen that
the old attitude that you couldn't read sf and be intelligent is dying, but I
guess she was only talking about the USA, (They actually teach that Buek
Rogers stuff in universities don't yeu know?) The horrified reaction has
toned dewn here as sf becomes more available (and more commercially exploited-
4we cheers for capitalism!), but the xeaction the individual reader gets from
members af the mundane public has altered only slightly. That there look of
stunned surprise is all too cbvieus and familiar to many of us. (No wender
we hid in a ghetto fcr se leng.)

Tt's the individual reader who has to confrent tnis sort of downer shit
from day to day, and that is the key word back there - individualr Kncw any
sf readers who aren't fiexrce individualists? I sure don't. Whioh is wyét
upsets those trendies who come into contact with fandom. Tyey can't sticlt a
label on the people in it, and it confuses_them totally: nge the.guy from
NATICN REVLiEW who went to AussieCon expecting an academic discussion and was




MINARDOR 4 18

furious when he found most people had come foxr the party.

Shayne can forget about being defensive and when they ask her why zhe
reais sf she can ask them why they don't. Try it some time: you'll get a shock,
Mest people will come back with reasons that might have appliad in the Thirties
but sure haven't got any place in the Seventies. Mind you, all this serious (?)
thought doesn't ruin my pleasure in reading the stuff, nor is it likely to,
until swerd and sercery swallows the field whole anyway. So one goes blithly
en, reading all about what Xmas on Mars would be like, whether fen have wings
ana walking cabbages and kings of infinite space.

((I dunno Chas. It seems to me, that what you are describing is not the
Australian z2ttitude to readers of sf, but the Australian attitude to

nearly any foxrm of culture. I cannot help but recall a line from the
Mavis Bramston Show.

"Pyenty years ago, the average Australian held this view on ballet dancers.”
"They're all a mub of poofst"

n"But today's Australian is far more culturally aware., He has learned a

greater appreciation of the arts and is more willing t> judge each case on
its individual merits."

"They're nearly all a mob ef poofsl”

The thing to remember, is even in a country which is 95% liteiate, the
number sf people who regularly read anything othexr than the local paper
is not high. Avid readers of anything are a minority group. It may be
true that st readers are looked down on slightly more than readers in
other genres, but the difference is slight.,

As for 3f readers being individualists, again I thirk you're »ver
stating the case, As I believe Mike O'Brien said ir 2 letter to MDR,
sf readers are only individualists because they can't find anyone t» talk
to about sf. The moment mcst readers discover fandem, they bury their
fanatical individualisms and start joining cliques, fomming committees,
holding parties, developing jargen,discovering friendships, givinf awards,
and in short, doing everything that every group of human beings de.
Czlling sf readers individualists is, I think, making a virtue cf a
necessity. MAO))

MARK LAWRENCE 45 Combermere St Essendon Viet 3040 September sometime.

After an excellent start, a page of absolute crud frem Don Ashby. Tut, tut,
How anyone can claim it is trendy not tc smoke is beyond me, I can still
renember the incredible pressure that was put on me in high school to smoke.
The pressure is still there of course, not jusat through the large numbers of
people who do smoke, but through the million dollar advertising campaigns. Foxr
go long it has been the accepted, done thing to light up a fag and be-a-man er
be~kool or be-suave, that I'm delighted to see non-smokers asserting themselves
and their rights 1o fresh air, Don sayrs he finds it rude to be lectured on
the evils of asmeking, well, maybe. I find it rude to have smoke blown in my
face, to have te breath the stuff, and to have my eyes irritated and sore. A
vigitor to your home can fill a room with smoke in an hour, the entire house
in an evening, and it takes days to get rid of the stink. To get back tn Dun's
letter, perhaps the aggressiveness Ton is experiencing is a backlash to the
aggressiveness of the smoking population who have been treating us to their
used smcke for three hundred years,

((I think you miss Don's point, Due to the genera; bloody-mindedn§ss of the
human beast, the best way to get it to dc something is to tell it ng? 0.
MAO
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A let of things happened at A-Con, as they do at every convention, but
there is only one thing I wish to comment on. Even now, a month after the con,
I stilk get very angry when I think of this. There was net mne single panel T
attended that was not bombarded from every side by loud-mreutned smart-arses
txying te te funny. It was practically impossible for a speaker to utter more
than a single senterce without being interrupted at least once. I have never
actended a cenvention before where that sexrt of behavicar was so heavily in
evidence. It's just plain rude, especially when you consider that those people
who take the time and troutle to speak an panels are not doing it for taeir
awn berefis, but for yours. At every con there is the ocecasional interjection,
somctimes hysterically funny. sometimes making an interesting point, but at
A-Cer. it went too far. The audience seemed to dJ more tzlking than the vanel.
A coeuple of penple sitting next to me at one session mentioned their
sunryance. I wonder what those on the panel thought.

(( I find that rert ¢f rreblem to be more a feedback mechanism than anything
else., If the panel is interesting, then you don°'t get much heckling,
and in the panel is dull. the heckling makes up fer the panel. MAO.))

ERIC IINDSAY € Hillerest Ave Faulconbridge N.S.W. 2776 9/9/77

Manuel Vzlocipede hasn't a leg to stand ¢n in his assertions regarding
the effects +f speed, for the putative effects of speed he cites are, in fact,
cuaused by changes jin altitude., Ycu will be aware that, despite the interesting
out unfounded sugzestions c¢f the Flat Barth Society, the earth is no%, in fact,
a pexfect or even an imperfect sphere. but is rather an oblate spheroid, and
not even a very good oblate sphereoid, being semewha’ pear shaped., This means
that when moving irom area tc area, one is subjected; all unknewingly, in
serious zhanges In altitude (as related te a perfect sprhere wita the average
diameter of the earth -~ the eceans, being liquid, are distressingly subject te
the effects or gravitation and thus follew a level that is anything but level,
and thus measuring heights from sea (un)level produces considerzble errar
whick has previeusly hidden this great discovery.) This change in zltitude is
oF course also proneunced when flying in a jet aircraft, which travels at
higher altitudes than the old style planes, thus, what Velocipede mistakes for
a speed related malady is #n fact an altitude related cne.

I take it that Don Ashby is a smcker, from nis defence ~f the evil weed.
{They always used to call it that back at primary schcol, when everyone
eneaked behind the toilet block to have a fag = by whizh I mean sicke a
cigarette and nothing more. Except the teachers of course; they used to smoke
out in the open while telling the kids not to.) Being a non-smoker myself and
oeing somewhat disturbed by the headaches I got after Waulcens full ef smokers,
I filled my house with little signs asking people not to smcke. This .lidn't
have much effect, so 1 got oig signs (free, all of them, because ¢f a nninn
campaign.) A fair percentage of peeple ignarel them, sc I stepped holding
Faulcons at all. However, I do agree with Don that there is no need to he
aggressively offensive about it. After all, if you are in someone elsa's
place and they smoke, you always have the option of leaving if your disiike of
the smoke exceads the pleasure of the company, and if you are at your ~wn
place, a warning at the entry should be enough te let others know that you
don'i care for smoke in your house, My own experience is that smokers usually
ignore this at first, and some continue to ignore it after you mention it to
them, so there the sol?tlcp is t? avoid asking them to your place again, as
I've done, or else decide if their company is worth putting up with their

smoking hebite
((Me. T den't mind people smoking at our place, but I do wish they'd empty
\‘th;ir own bloody ashtrays, I can only think of one eccasion when my

e




MINARDOR 4 20

smoking has embarassed anyone, and that was at MelCen. Sorry Bruce.M40))

I read John Alderson on how to gc¢ beating, and you may rest assured that 1f
I ever get on & boat, I will avoid anything John recommends.

I was glad to see the Adelaide con report, since I den't look like getting
to ary cenventions at all this year. Actually Frogcon reminds me of theccurious
parallei with Hippotepher fandom in the US, in which cloth hippotophers filled
with mexican bean rind are substituted fer frogs. In fact, if you look at the
cen listings over there, yocu will gee that a Hippotocon has been devised.

{(Bric also gives a few facts and figures ic prove that anyone who is
erployed should have no trouvle getiing overseas onc2 every three jyears,
so finding fans who can't afford to do sc for DUFF is unreasonable.MAQ))

{((5last! Premature closing &f the brackets, FEric edits a fine zine cilled
Gegenschein. Well worth getting.MAO))

JOHN ROWLEY 14 lewalde Drive, Epping Vic 3076 10/9/71

Abeut the EFFECTS OF SPEED. I wonder how Dr Velocipede can expect us te take
rin seriously. Dees he (she?) really expect us %o accept his (her?) proposal
‘7hen there is obviously a fault in his reasoning. It's in his reference to the
average velocity of air molecules., I tinink he has based at least a part of his
argunent on a spurieus relationship, viz the fact that the offects eare only
noticable at speeds which are a large tfraction of the speed of molecular
motion. For ¢ne thing, he makes no mention of what the speed is relative %o,
{ecg. why wasn't ths revelutionary speed of the Earth around the sun mentiened?)
but since the article later considers latitude and rotational speed, it wmust
have something to do with the Earth's centre ol gravity. At lesast, that's the
only thing I could think of. Apart from that, I have only une minor quibble: I
think M. Velocipede shouid note the fact that the adverse effects ¢«f je*
travel (commonly called jet lag) is an eSfect eof traveling across longitudes,
while 1., Velacipede's theory would only explain the adverse effects, if there
are any, of traveling across latitudes.

Abcus my cpinion of the relative merits of sf and mainstream, I think I can
express my view best by quoting a well known fan... "There is no way I'd make
a rash statement to the effect that sf is better than mainstream." For one thing,
J have no idea how I would go about defining better, censtruction, plet, sirle,
lyricism of prose er what? What T would say is that in my epiniovn sf is more
stimulating, thcught provoking and relevant than any other form of fiction.

0f course, I weuld not say that gll sf is better than all mainstream, er even
mest. (By the way, what does mainstream mean? Would you include Goethe, Twain
or Plato in mainstream, and if not, what would you include?) I simply “hink
that if relevance, stimulation and credibility count for anything, sf is bLest.

If you are reading a book by, for exampie P.G.Wodehouse, then there is
a definite background which is set up both explicitly , ana, from what 1is
implied by the background, tacitly, te bz the "real' world. If in a Wodehouse
book ycu read cf an unusaal iter {A clairvoyant premenition would qualify)
+then it immediatelv jars. When 2 writer is writing abeut the "real" world, he
must restrict himself to, not vhat is the "real" world, but te what people are
willing to accept as the "real" werld. In spite of the fact that such *hings
exist, & radio transmitter the size of a pin would not be acceptable (credible)
in most works set in the "real" world, while in something not set in the &
npeal world such as a James Bond book, such & thing would be accepied as one
of the fictinns,

((You still haven't exrlained what you mean by relevant, MAO))
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In science fiction there is nn tacit background; what is accepted as the
background is precisely what is said explicitly, and in the better sf, what
follows lcgically from it, therefore there is n»o objectien to anything. A
writer must however eset up his own restrictions. In Disch's CAMP CONCENTRATION
for example, there is evidence that the world in which the story is set is the
wreal" world and there are things which, while not unbelievable would be ocut
of place in the steory as it is.

So in a mainstream novel, set in the "real" werld, a writer has to be very
careful not tr do or say anything which is unacceptable to a reader because it
violates the world image, As I said, in sf, a writer is stuck cnly with that
witl: which he has stuck himself, so in sf there is no reasson to werry abwut
credibility, because there is ne way te violate the world view because there is
no world view as such, except what the writer has set up, and that cannet be
violated without logical problems,

({ I think you've missed something. One major job ef the sf writer whe
abandons the "real" world is that of creating a new world of equal
credibility. That isn't easy. Mere times than net, ysu'll find writers
returning te past secieties and using them as models for their future
societies in order te maintain credibility. I think ycu will find
also, that a twentieth century western philosophy is implicit in mosz
sf, Returning to the problem ef creating an alien, most beings have
a psychological base which is strictly twentietn century Amexican,

As a result of this, good sf is a rarety, and even the best rarely has
the credibility of good "mainstream". What is important for the =f writer,
is to malntain a ccnsistant world. Bat this matter needs far more space
and time than T have to hand. Next issue rerhaps.MAO))

M.E. TYRRELL Address as previous. 4/9/17

There is one thing which takes smoking out ef the category ¢f "merely"
annoying habits (like gum-snapping or nail-chewing). No, not that it's bad fer
the smcker's health—— that's his choice to make—- but some people truly cannot
tolerate the smoke itself. I am smoke sensitive, I cough; my eyes water; I get
a headache. My brother-in-law is out and out alergic to smeke. He gets into an
even worse state than I db, And it seems te be a law of the universe that
smoke drifts directly from the cigarette tc the nearest non-smeker (rather like
cats and degs pouncing on the one person in a crowd who can't abide them.) X
dontt mind if people smoke ; I Jjust mind if they smoke zround me,

HARRY WARNER JR Address as previous 28/10/77

I dcntt see the big red A on the envelope beside my address. It's just as
well because if it had been there, my mailman might have been forced to reviese
his opinion of the capabilities cf such an ancient mailbox awner as me. In case
Nathanie) Hawthorne isn't a familiar name in Australia, he's a 19th century
American writer of fictien whe is much esteewmsd in schcol textbooks and certain
areas ef the higher criticism. One of his most fameus nevels is entitled THE
SCARLET LETTER, and guess what? The letter is a big A, but it deesn't ge to
the hercin for her failure te write a lec on a fanzine,

((Yes, the SCARLET LETTER was compulsory reading in my first year
Teacher's Cellege English course. I hadn't really thought of it in
connection with the red A theugh. I actually stole the red A habit from
Leigh Edmonds who hag used it on me once., I wender if he chose 1t
with Hawtherne in mind. Anyway, set your mind at rest, because, to
paraphrase MAD magazine, "You know you're a bnf when no one heunds
you about subscriptions. MAO))
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Shayne McCormack disappointed me just a trifle, but only because she didn't
tell me what I was hoping she wculd reveal, why I read sf. Scmetimes I think
T still wead it out of sheer forece of habit; sometimes because I need at
least slight aquaintence with vecent sf to understand much fanzine material;
gemetimes fer the escapist element which Shayne stresses; somelimes because sf
is so closely tied up with the happy vears of grewing up, and reading it
sedzy brings back a bit of the atmosphere of that long ago time. But I'm sure
I don't know how many of those reasons for reading sf have any validity and
hev strong the correct enes may be. There are subsidiary mysteries, such as
the compnlsive way in which I finish reading every sf beok I start, even
tnough I may xnow one~third of the way through that it is a hopeless bore or
too rew wavish for my limited intellectual powers. Could this be a useless
survival of the way during my first years as a reader of sf, there were enly
three prozines and virtually no beoks available to me and I read ever: word
in every magazine ror lack ef betier altermatives?

T1f there wasn't any warldcon in 1974, wny do I utill have fits of
wemorse because I forgot to leave a tip in my rotel room for the chambermaid?
Something must have been happening in that hotel te con use me sufficiently
to disturod my customary habit from functioning.

I also received letters from the following peosple, and though I haven't whe
spaze te use them here, thanx anyway, (Except for the letter from the National
Library, You'd think that if they wanted a covy of my zine they'd at least

pay for postage.) Again apclegies for the lateness of this issue.

Rocger Weddall,Peter Teluzzi, Shayne McConrmack who mentions the possibility of
a big games convention next year i.e., 1978, Irwin Hirsh, Dave Cockfield, who
complains about my habit of butting in in the letier coiumn. Honest Dave, it's
one of the few ways I've got of reminding myselt that xt's my zine. TJon Neble,
James Styles. National Library Of Ausctralia, Brian Earl Brown, Rowena Cary.

With any iuck, and a decent amount of planning, THE WEST OF MINSTER 'S
LIBR:RY should re-appear in Min 5. Thanx for the tmades which have ccme my
way. I owe several people locs, real soon now. And whiie I'm wildly nattering,
does anyone out there know a decent way of stopping a2 hoyal 203 witk elite
facz from cutting cut the centres of letters., Please don't suggest that
plastic film, because I make so many tynos that I have to have instant corflu
access at all times,

Thin stencil is the last to be typed barring the contents nage and is being
typed en the twventy seventh of December 1977. MINARDOR FOUR is the fixst
Peppermint Frog Press proauctior, and is produced by Marc Ortlieb ef
5 Ringarooma Ave Myrtle Bank S.A. 5064 but whose address for overseas readers
is 70 Hamblynn Rd Elizebeth Downs S.A. 5113. Thanx to Chwis and Linda for
all the nice lettexrs. Cne of these days I'll put together an issue ir which
I can 1u1se a few of thea.
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