Noimtreduction, Any intro. by a new member of nimself should be humourous if any-
thing. Something lile Malls MARBLD CRYPTS. But I got no inspiration. So to hell
with it. And on with it:-

EAILING COMMENTS
THUNDERSTCRM (Wells) - I don't particularly care to overthrow communism, IMake a
decent bid for the friendship of the uncommitted countries, but for those already
gone-=live & let live.##thy do people always say that cats are so independent and
#2083 so slavish? I've encountered dogs with strong character who regarded people
us a source of pleasant ear-scratching and left it at that, and cats thot make per-
Lect fools of themselves to be fondled.?# ...phah! Marilyn Munroe looks beautiful
and sexy to me, and I'm female. 'lowever, 1 don't think too much of lunroe., about
Ihe sexiest female I!ve evor seen (pictures of) is Eartha Fitt. Now therels a doll
that almost makes me wish T were a man.. On the other hand, speaking as a. (presum-
cbly) normally-sexed female, Liberace makes me giggle. I feel ecubarrassed for him
naking an ass of himself on the tv screen. He doesn't arouse in me any sexual feel-
ings that I can deteect, There's been a great deal of speculation over whether hels
an invert, but it scems strange thet a plump, feminine man would have so.mch appeal
to middle-aged women (that scams to be the sort of women who go for him.) Unlcss--
wha, an interesting theory. Read somewhere that men are more mature physically than
women. Men go through a female-like stage somewhere around puberty, but grow out of
it quickly into ideal male maturity. !'hereas a woman is sort of halted in this fcmale
~tage until mecnopsuse, when she oftcn devclops some male charactoristics——deeper
-oice, a few facial hairs, cte. MNow maybe. sebut that's rather ridiculous. j??

7

FOONCALF  #1

Jamery 1956

Tubbed for FAPA Th

iy: Dutch (Georgina) Ellis
1428 - 15th Strect Last

Calgary, Alberta
Canada

—————




GRUE (Grennell) = Perhaps someonc should start a series about modern. 'scriel® charac-

< tors. Nowadays, they're less fantastdic (tho scarcely morc belicv=
able) and spoecar in pocketbooks and cheap hardeovers, Some of them are old-timers,
but since they are still around I term them "modorn"., Such characters as Mike Shayn,
(lot's leave Mlke Hammer out of this--he's been trampled by such a variety of hob-
nriled boots that the corpse is practically unrecognizable), Nero Wolfe, Ellery Queen,
and that prime ass, Perry Mason. The sories could be entitled THE STANDING PUNY.

IBINEH (Lyons) - Pat'!s cover wes splendid, magnificent, words foil me.
' I like your
mathod of storting new paragraphs.
 But limit.d profanity is pcrmitted in Heavy Drama
on the CB3C and Rewhide has been known to get away with one or two mildly off-colour
romerksae
Ttye tried several record clubs but amn currently o member of only the Jazztone,
Hove triecd quite & fow of the Boolk Clubs but have dropped them except Ifor thoe best.
The Doubleday is o lousy outfit., It looked litc a good deal-=join & get at a bargain
rote Ho Go Wells! QUTLIN® OF HISTORY, as well as GONB WITH THE JIND and AROUND THE
YORID IN PIX, From them I slso got Wilmottt!s STRUGGLE FOR EUROPE, Little clsce. The
oubfit is rottens Such crud as they advertise in their monthly bullctin——~the blurbs
cound like a thirtcen-yecar-oldls deydreanss. The Reader's Book Scrvice is very good,
tho o lot off their stuff is too highbrow for me. The Book=of-the-Month Club often
nffers some pretty good stuff--ULYSSES (vhich I eantt meke anybthing of, ufortunately)
~nd Dylan Thomas! QUITE EARLY ONE MORNING, and Fadiman's PARTY OF ONE.
\ But sceond-hand
book stores ~nd pb reprints are still one of the best and most cconomical ways of
getting o lot of very good stulf.

VRATTH (Ballaord) - You made an excellent point with your statemcnt, "It scoms nearly
every reader of STF dates the Golden age of STF at roughly the

reriod when he first storted reading it." Thot's certainly true in my case. 1
romerber with delight the first magazine (PLANET) I bought and with delight the lead
«tory in it, BLACK AMAZON OF MARS. vYou'ld never catch me reading anything like that
tl.ase days. Those first magazines sceemed so wonderful. But soon they deteriorated.
T pot sick of pdps and almost dropped sf, when suddenly I came upon my first copy of
iai. Tt was alwst like discovering sf all over again. The old mcgic, the strange-
.0ss were backe. But they faded and now I'm jaded. Hanging on only by & thread--that
thrond being on occasionel ASF. Most sf is Junk. Dull, stupid, shallw, I think
31 was its strangencss, its difference from ~nything clse I'd over read, that drugged
ro ob first.d#And although not 2ll fonus g to nmy stage where thoy don't care for

{ anymore, certainly for all of thenm the spll wears off a little. When they loolk
Lozk, the first stories they read seen to be the best theytve ever read, because thar
crojoyed them more thoroughly than they're capable of doing nov. ##* Re. Quelity &
Cranbity: could be the law of diminishing returns works on cuclity in too~great a
snanbity.

TAFHRD (Cox & Ellik) - Very nice format, good artwork, csp. the Grossman stuffe TIE

CRATFRS OF THE MOON was descriptive of o kind of stfandom I
stouldn't care to get involved in...escapist, esoteric, neurotic, obsessed with an
srintelligent daydream. I prefer the modern Boggs.

1 once thot Sturgeon's modern writing was original and interesting and freshe Thet
was before I read too much of it. I know agrec with Des that it is "gush". However,
T have vegue memories of KILLDOZER and it was--agrced-—-very grodl##By the way, Des,
vhat do you mean by "schizophrenic gush'? Psychotic? Schizophrenia is a special
ldnd of psychosis, wheh brings up another point (which h~s nothing o do with Dest?
revicw)-~the populor idea of schizo, is ngplit-personality” which is intervpreted by



the general public as "dmnalw-personality", which it isn't at all., As I understand

it (and I may be far off the track--you Fapans who know more about this then I may
be able to correct me), a schizo. is shattered by an inability to choose between

two or more chices. He is equally drawn toward all of thewn, and thus is mentally
paralyzed, (An institution case may stand for hours before a clair trying to decide
whether to sit down or walk away.) A real dual-personality is fascinating too. Used
to be considered supernatural, but there would seem to be good psychological reasons
for its occurence..

LE MOINDRE (Raeburn) - After a little consideration I have come to the conclusion

that your mention of me in your forwerd was a doubbtful smid-
geon of egoboo-~what Terry Carr in OBLIQUE #5 termed Null-Egoboo., Now if, on the
other hand, I'd been a Fapan when you printed that...

ARTICLE by Frank Coulter made me fecl goods I agree whole=hcartedly, I quarrel with
nothing. I becam contentedly. This Frank Coulter, intelligent chap, shares my opini-
ons. Bub it is things like this that make it difficult for me to wrench mysclf away
from stubborn atheism to nice, innocuous agnosticisme. Agnosticism is a much more
logical stand, and it would bc nice to be logical occasionally. Besides, being an
agnostic ke cps you out of trouble with rabid fellow-agnostics, who feel it their
mission in life to bring Salvation to the poor be-nighted atheists.##0oulter was
taking the atheistic stand, in my opinion. The agnostic stand is "I don't know and

I don!'t give a damn and you atheists can't prove or disprove anything any more than
the religionists." Perhaps no proof, but it looks to me as if we have the indications
on our side.

Quote: "An cxperiment conducted recently by Miller should be mentioned here, Miller
passed stcam, ammonia, methane, and hydrogen....over an clectric spark for onc weeke
ixamination showed that several differcnt amino acids had formed." Congratulations,
Howard! dJolly good show, Guess all that keéps you pretty busy, thoy is that why you
had nothing in this mailing?

Coulter said:. ",..but I cannot believe that he (Jesus) was the son of God and a
virgin..." Ahal So Jesus was supposcd to be a virginl I'd often wondered vaguely
to myself in the more suppressed portion of my mind what sort of sex 1life, if any,
Jesus hade Bub there was no information to be had on the subject. I supposed that
ne would be "pure" and =11 thot, but Matthew & Co. didn't go into this. But you
sbate here that he was supposed to be a virgin (sources?authority?), which mebhe
clears up thot little point. Takes aftor his mother, I gucss.f4Why cantt you belicve
he actually was o virgin? Maybe a1l his noble thoughts and enthusiastic wanderings
Wore sublimetion of pent-up sexual frustration.##I personclly rather like the idea of
Jnddhisme It scems, after the acceptance of its outrageous premises, a logical and
sonsible religions '

The only goddarm TV I've scen is a few hours of eye-
sorturing shadows at a neigh bour's, featuring Liberace
and Canadian variety shows with unfunny comedions, like
dayne & Shuster [The only faintly funny thing I remembor
them saying was: Wayne-That psychiatrist I went to really
fixed me up fine; Shuster-Yeah?s Wayne=Yeah, why one year
ago I wouldn't enswer the telephone when it rang; Shuster-
And now?; Wayne-Now I answer the phone whother it rings or
not. And even that's not very funny;7énd amateur dancers
who couldn!t keep tog cther (or aren!t they supposed to?) A
There was a thing called EXPLORING MINDS, which was this_.f
particular night babbling about how women were trying to
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imitate men's clothing, using gla sses-frams as an examplé., FPhi-pah. Standards have
always been changing. Once men really were gentlemen (in the upper classes only, of
course) and wore frills and silk and velvet and were so genteel and pretty and dainty.
There is no one certain wag of dressing that is universally and eternally feminine
and another which is masculine. Often the men and women change sides.f#A while ago,
for instance, while girls! hair got shorter, the young bloods grew long hair. lNot
necesarily as a reaction but as an independent experiment. Girls wore all sorts of
vants and shirts & variations thereof, whilst the boys sported brilliant color, baggy
skirt -like pants, & so on. I even heard not too long ago that a group of English
toughs (not homgss had taken to wearing earrings in one car.##Anyway, the program

was stupid, dull, long--I felt like sending the mrofessor a copy of ilaggy Mead!s

SEX & TEMPERAMENT just for Kicks.i/fi##fThere was a little CBC Heavy Dramuh. Now this
stuff is often very good on the radio. Ycars of experience, excellent porformersees
Lacio Aghg#fi¢ Agostinits music on the stage series was magnificent (he's gone now).
Poo to the people who complained that it drowned out the sactors occasionally-—often
it was better than the play. But on the Sunday night stage soriecs there were occasional -
magnificent productions. Some crud of course, but CBC has a good proportion of excel-
lent <drama., But the tv cfforts were another thing--fuzzy, trailing...#fHowever, that
was a good while ago. Doubtlessly great strides forward have bear made since then.
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SAMBO: (Martinez) - You were so interesting I forgot half-way down the first page that
I was risking my cycsight on that brilliant purple. One thing

that continued to amoy, however, was that' fade-out at the top of cach pagec. I

dropped o few tears-of frustration over these, which worsened the readability.

Your talk sbout the Qantas ad was fascinoting. You forgot one thing, though.
Speak up, man, why do they spcll "Qantas" without a ™u"??

Reminds me of a crazy ad I saw in the SCIENTIFIC AMFRICAN a while ago. (There!s a
mag I intend to sub to someday when I'm rich. Fascinating stuff, but in brief,
ensily absorbed hunks, Perfect for the layman, and I'm as lay as cén be., fPlease do
not take unintended meanings from that.) Sometimes I wonder though why thesc big
scientific outfits put in the expensive oh=-so-scientific ads appea.-’ing to scicntists
and often asking for applications from eager young chaps with brand new degreces for
positions. Surely scientists don't read this stuff? But then it's range is pretty
catholic and th is is the age of specializatiomn. The specialist in one field might
be as ignorant as I in otherss Oh well.) To get to this ad (which is copied out on
the opposite page -->). It was in quiet type anc arrangement--as dignified and
lofty-looking as the rest, which also sound the way they look. How I happened to read
it, I don't know.#fCould be QANTAS and SIQMA cmploy the same advertising outfit?

Sem Moskowitz exchanged lotters with Albert Einstein? I sayl##e. Fred Hoyle. Some
stodgy types have declared thot Hoyle writes. science-fiction. Not the sort we are
accustomed to, but the sort that Velikovsky writes., However, when I was young and
impressionable I heacrd his series THE NATURE OF TIE UNIVERSE over CBC Wednesday Night
and it had a2 tremendous impact on me. I read the book later axd now even have a copy
of my own. Not to say that I agree with some of his more non-conformist views, but

1

they are intcresting, and who am I to judget#iinjoyed your article SaM,

PHLOTSAM (Economou) - Your question of using waste space on stencils was answered.
- this same mailing by Bill Danner. He sald he used letter~
length stencils and used saramirap to cover the rest of the ink-pad. Hmme Now if I
wanted to surrender cnbtirely to my cheaper impulses I would try chopping all my '
stencils off at lebter length and motching them up to make other stencils and..e.ohwell.
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Recent word in certain ef our dignitaceous*:monthly.periodicals gives nick=-
of-timely surcease to those indefatigable oracles of Eras; New Eras and Vast
New Eras; vi., lergest machinery manufacturers have joined glants of elec-
tronics and given birth of a New Vast-New-Eras IS toot toots

The Attbomotic Production of Electronic Equipment . RN

Athough as yet no printed material on specific applications is available

to the lay public, no time should be lost in devising a suitably architiptic
name for this Seience which results from the wedding (shotgun=-~?) of Electronlcs
and Automation.

Thus, the Sigma GONTEST, in which the modesty of the prizes is far exceeded
by the wealth of satisfaction which +11 accrue to the winner from the know-
ledge of the importance of his contribution.

3 I 35S I GMACONTES ST

Rules

1. Entry must include name for Electronics combined with Automation, and
brief statement explaining reasons for ofirdee. e
Hints: Electromation? Ilematics? lecbautos? Mcchelecs?

2. Judges agree to reach a final biased decision. Answers to inquiries
concerning individual cntries cannot be guaranteeds All entries do
become the property of Sigma Instruments, Ince o

3, All entries must rcach Boston by October 1, 1955.

1h. Sigma Instruments, Inc.; disclaims any liability resulting from patent
. infringement, copyright violation or intra-industry squabbles.

5, If you have a state law prohibiting thiz contest we suggest that you
move, . )

Prizes # Prizes # Prizes

GRAND PRIZZ One Sigma Type 72 Relay complete with Data Sheet (Excellent
mantelpiccc ornament).

OND PRIZE Onc Fisher-Pierce Photoelectronic Nitelighter (Start your col-
lection of people-built antiques)s

3RD, 4TH AND 5TH PRIZES One Sigma Type 26F Relay with 1 year subscription
to Popular Electronics.

HONCRABLE MANTION  Cortificate of Merit, suitable for framing, signed by
C‘ P. FiShero

BOOBY PRIZ: - Plcture of our founder.
~_ patent pending
S I G M A
SIGMA INSTRUMENTS, INC.
Contest Headquarters
9312 Statler Building, Boston 16, Massachusctts
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CHATPAHOOCHE” (Hoffman) - Spinsterhood & bachelorhood have only resently beg¢ome com=
parable. Women never had opportunities to 'make money like
men and often a spinster would be in a bad position unless she came from a well-to-do
farily. Also a bachelor was not expected to remain celebate, whereas the spinster was.
And the bachelor had lots of friends and the pre-20thcentury version of "oubings with
the boys", while the spinster's friends were usually other spinsters. Also it was
considered thet a woman's main (or only) purpose was to get in there and help produce
fodder for The Great Soul-Mill Up Yonder and a childless woman was presumed (probably
rightly) to be terribly frustrated.##However in this enlightened era, tidings have
improved considerably.if##But Man-mau is in Kenya only. It's not the general Negro
reaction to the white man's rule &f Africa. And it's no solution. '

LAGNIAPP* (Bloch via Grennell) - As cvrudite and intelligent as one could wish.

"SDACYOS (Cox) - Like you say, Hollywood movies are gencrally ground out via the
lgtar" systom. With wretched results.i#fhs for Brando, as a late-
comer all I would like to sey is that I was very much impressed by his performance
in WATERFRONT of a dull, slow, but well-meaning slob. /An amazing job., Especially
when contrasted with the sexy, *harp, well-dressed gambler in GUYS & DOIIS. Scemd
like two different people, rather than the typical star with slightly altered lines##
##Spoaking of movics, . GATE OF HELL, a Japsnesc pic, played here recently, and it was
stupendous, Beautiful to look at--the coloring, the costumes, the fascinating faces.
(Tho I dicdn!t think much of the heroine--she had nice large dark eyes, but astonish-
ingly sparse cyebrows and an itty-bitty mouth.) I thought the acting was very well
done.

The subtitles wore a bother. But it was most enlightening to sit for an hour or so
and listen to Japanesc dnlogue. Soon I could recognize the names of the 3 main charae-
ters (Yesa, the wife; forget-who-now, her husband; and Moritoh, her would~be lover)
when they were spoken, but the rest was just noise. Made me realize what o tenuous
' grasp we have on communication and how marvcllous are the complexities of language.
#HThe misie was *Sfjpulous. This was the first time I'd heard morc than a few seeonds
of Japanese music and it was an effective background to the movie--cspe. the high~pitchc
keening, and that strange stringed instrument. :

TIdle thots: Noted 2 lot of Chinese in the audience during intermission. Well, praps
they werc Japanese, but there aren't very many Japanese around but lots of Chinese.
Well, Mongolian faces, snyway. Chinese or Japancsc, they probably came to sce
Ja..Mongolian actors., They must get frustrated sitting through pics with bloated
white faccs grimacing across the screen, Once resd a book written in the first person,
said first verson being colored (no data available on the author), and this chap
visited movies very scldom ~nd didn't enjoy them when he did go because he saw nothing
but . white faces on the sercen and lwxurious settings, and the only colored faces
he saw played the roles of scorvants or buffoons.

GEMZINE (Carr) ~ The more civilized the society the more painful and dangerous child-
birth is considered. According to Doc Read ("Natural Childbirth™)

and others childbirth need not be so and, indeed, in the most primitive societics is
not. And if thet pain and denger were natural and nccessary to childbirth, they
would constitute o biological paradox.##Besides, in your reply to Phyllis you did
not mention one thing which is very important--women usually want children (and are
expected by all socicties to want them--p post-atomic-war socicty should be no excep-

 tion) ocnough to risk almost anything. I don't think I'm thot noble or moternal.ifird
People never act very logically anyway. Espe. not in considering future comsequences
of prescont action, ' '

oy g
),



Perhaps I've come in late or didn't pay enough attention to what you said in previeum
Gemzines, but, Gem, I find it puzzling to see you investigating Catholicism (and pro- ‘
nouncing it "Good”) in pages 1 & 2 and expressing pantheistic views later in the ish.

As well as other opinions here & there of a distinctly unCatholic type. esiilling ‘
incurable criminals, tsk... (I agree, however. )

You're apparently advocating sex for procreation only, not recreation. DBelleve you
said in a previous ish, to quote roughly, U4If you don't want children, dontt make
them.4 And other things of that nature. #/ But G.M., contraceptives are a wonderful |
thing and anyone who follows your method of birth control would have to b¢ made ot

iron, Tither thas or be prepared for a Quebec-sized family, ## ‘Unfortunately ‘
pountiful nature takes few chances, Just ag each individual produces far more

reproductive cells than can ever be developped, so the sex drive is more powerful &

constant than is necessary to make a human to his/her part in perpetuating the specles.

## You say that creess drive should be sublimated into nice, spiritual things.

That's fine if A. The person has plenty of self-discipline and B. He/che hasn't much

drive to sublimate. Any psychiatrist should tell you that a person with a well-adjustco

sex 1life is a better worker and crcator than a frustrated celibate. Sex rcleases

frustration, rencws a person. Road somcthing along these lines the other day that I

thought was well put. Diana Trilling (Now Partisan Reader): "(D. H.)Lawrence knew

«vee.thot sex is life itself. fnd he new that 1ife must be lived, not solved; that

sex is " a primary experience and not mercly a means to an end. He knew ®hat life

is destroyed by program-making."

_..._._.-___..-.__...__—_.——.-.—__.-___.-_....__—__-...—.-____.-_..-__————-—-——-——- —————

Also-enjoyed the rest of the mailing, especiclly the words of Bob Tucker, Vern McCain
(& Bill Morsc), Bill Clyde, Harry Warner, Gregg Calkins...but am not inspired to
comment furthcr.

The following is lifted from the copyrighted contents of THE GRIFFIN, which is the
monthly bulletin of The Readers! Subscription, Inc., and is dedicated tec Bill Danners

HRMIONZ
Nay, Catriona,nens nre grown neughty.
At night, when all's asleep, the Abbess
Rises, and tazkes o pick and spade in hand.
Helped by her sisters, emlating moles,
They tunnel underground for leaques and leaguc
Come up at last i' the Rishop's cell
And ravish every friar.
CATRIONA
Istt so, Madam? Why, when
Ttve walked the meadows, Itve remarked
/" How, underfoot, the ground springs up & down.
Ttd not believe !'twas all athrob with nuns.

) /// ; ‘. \
\(\\\\ <// <\\ -3_/(// (Printed in THE GRIFFIN from "Cards of Identity"

/ by Nigel Dennis.)



Gemzin.es

You can read a lot of things more harmful than the. hogwash known as science fiction.
Frinstance, shere's that nasty stuff youfve heard about called (sotto voce) !com-
mmist propaganda.” :

Only it isn!t nasty at all; on the contrary, it's very amsing.

I have before me b.e latest (Dec.55) issue of the USSR ILLUSTRATED HEWS sent monthly,
free of charge, from the kindly peoplc in the Russian Embassy in Ottawa. hey keep
the people on their mailing list informed about doings in the Soviet Union in the
daily SOVIT NEWS BULLETION (which features articles like GASIFICATION IN THE SOVIET
UNION=—~-which doesn't refer to propaganda or ligquidation, but merely to the using of
gas as a fuel=-——CULTURAL PROGRESS I THH SOVIET UNIONj; FACTS & FIGURES, cte.) I
seldom even open it now. The ILLOED NIWS has glossy paper & photos, and scrves as a
monthly supplement to the daily BULLETIN. .

The cover on this ILLOED NiWS is tremendous, Itts dripping sentiment all over the
floor. It is a black&white reproduction of a painting entitled: VELECTED REPR -SENTA=-
TIV:S OF TH. PEOPLE-~DEPUTIES TO THE SUPREM: SOVIET OF THE USSR~-IN THE IRE]LIN, by
S. K. FKirichenko, Ukrainian painter (USSR fAgricultural Exhibition, ain Pavilion)."

In the background to the - right im the hazy distance is an improbable skyseraper.
At the middle & left are a lot of onion-towers, At the far left is a slab of con-
crete, representing, I presume, the House of Deputics or whatever they call it.
Spread across the front are the deputies, coming out into the bright sun after a
soul~-satigfying session of parliament, or whatever they call it.

These deputies: From right to left (I know that!s backwards, but it's the logical
place to stort on a pic composed as this ig)=-~A military young man in a dark eap, a
Stalin moustache, a tunic thing (a jocket with no cut down the front worn vith a belt)
dark pants—-perhaps he'!s a Cossack? He has one hand in front of him gesturing as he
talks with

L very tall, good-looking young man. If the pic were in colour, he'd have ruddy
cheeks and derk blond hoir. He's dressed in a light sportish suit with a tie. He
could stroll dowvn vour strect and you wouldn't give him a second glonces it least,
if youlre moleo,

Wext is somebody's gramma. She's prob. only fifty, for her face is smooth and
healthy, tho her hair is white. She looks kindly, intelligent, ond oh~so-noble,
with hor deep-set cyes and her rimless glasses., She wears a simple sult with a
fairly full skirt, = long jacket, and whet appears to be a black bow=~tic at her loose
blouse-collars. She carries in front of her with both hands o small brief-cases

Next is o t2ll old man, full of dignity and ycars. He is still g finc figure of a

man, tho a bit old-fashioned (he wears a west) and carries a briefcasc in one hend

and 2 canc in the other. His forehead is high and neked and noble, His cyos are '
deep scb. He has two long locks of white hair hanging over his ears, and wears a
carefully trimmed short white beard, He also wears a black skull cape. (Beard,
skull-capesescould he possibly be a rabbi, signifying the spirit of tolerance & all .
that in ye great USSR?)

Chatting with him (gesturing with one arm and tucking & book under the other) is a
husky young woman who would look more ot home pitching hay (or woo in the hay)_on a
collective farm. She is most unfashionably dressed and wears a heavy bebushkas She



loocks very noble and very jolly.

Behind her is a stray Mountie whose hat has been stomped on by his misbehaving horse.
He gazes into the distance over his noble nose and his modified Stalin moustache.

Behind are a few other faces and pieces of faces. One good—looking,(and strongg babe
with her babushka knot..d at her nape gypsy-fashion. There's a stray US Admiral ih
full dress white with a chest full of medals. There's an earthy young lady, with
straight, thick dark hair, a mssionate strong face, no makeup. Looks like a refugece
from an Italian film. ’

At the far left and lagging behind are scme more specimens. Another acimiral, but
with only one medal. 4 different kind of officer (airforce?navy?spacepatrol?) in a
dark suit. Some more gmancipated (but not emaciated) young ladies from the provinces,
and a well~drossed PUging## man in an open overcoat and a tweedish suits

A1l look very noble. And very improbablcs Such an intelligent (mostly), healthy,
well-adjusted mob would be a rarity coming out of the Chamber of government in any
countr53u let alondRussia The Great Zombie Pactory. (See, George, I%m not really a
commie. : '

NB - On page 3 thére is a small photo of a portion of "The USSR Supreme Soviet in’
séssion,! Most of the assorted faces are gazing off to the left, presumably at a
speaker, and they look pretty glum. Whatzamatter, fellas, just vote yourself a
reduction in consumer manufacturing? I cannot discern the noble expressions pictured
on the cover. Right to left again:t In the first row is somecbodyt!s granma and this
gramma rmust be 70. She prob. has greatgrandchildren in the Young Pioncerses Next is
a doll with straight hair and a dull expression, Next a chap who looks like he'd be
happier supervising a road-repair gang. Then a bald man with glasses and set lips.
No outstanding faces, just the mundane averages Two chaps in the -fourth row are
conspiring, the man.in the-alsle seat of ‘the third row stares morosely at nothings

On page 8 is a photo of "Graduates of th e Oil Institute visiting the USSR Agricul-
tural Exbeition. (Enjoy ¥r. Kirichenko's purty painting?) Some of the gradustes ere
from other countries.” We have a melange of students, strung out in a row, featuring
the inevitable beaming Chinese faces, and the bushy native heads that show up in
every picture., Either the men afflicted haven't the patience to stand in. queue for
hair-oil, or this is just a Russian characteristic. Their hair looks the way Joe
Stalin's mone should have looked but never quite did. (Which reminds.me-~the other
night in the local pa per there was a pic of a Russian immigrant who once socked Joe
on the jaw when they were both kids back in Georgia.)

Middle pages feature a spread of pix from "Soviet Armenia." Nothing much notable,
except an Armenian astrophysicist and Deputy of the Sup. Soviet, ctc., who looks like
an Arab with bushy Russian hair, (send CARE packages of Wild Root to Russia today!)
and an Armenian Barber-of-Seville who looks like Cornel Wilde. o

Nothing tmch clse in the meg. except o pick of a good-looking welder up 2 ﬁower,
some swimucrs (2 of the 6 males pictured have hair problens), and misc. pix, includ-

_ing one from India of the flower-draped Bulganin-Khruschev team.

Whatts thot you éay? The written material? Can't be bothered with it. Bt here are
some of the-titlest The $oviet Constitution. Educational Opportunities for Everyone.
J. V. Stzlin, Great Continuator of Lenin's Causc. In A Workers' Town., Letter Across

" . the Ocean (from one of the touring farm expcrts). Theodore Dreiser and the Seviet

Reader.

The stufftls absolutely unreadable.




(CONFESSIONS cont.)

'

K. P. TELESCOPE

The TELESCOP: is written & published by the inmates of the Kingsﬁon Penitertiary in
Ontario. PR

The Wov. and Dec. issues each had a stf story. Not recommended for even the mos®
fanatic of wild-eyed completists. Both by a chap called "David". One vas called
EX7CUTION and relates the inmate's feelings just before he goes to "The Room" for his
painless death for (I think) killing his wife with a ray blaster. The other is called
THE GREAT INDEFINITZNESS, wherein prisoncrs are put into suaperded animation (but
with their minds aweke, -apparentl y) becuase there isn't room or money enough to keep
them in cells, I suppose poor David féels he's in suspended animation, moping around
his cell all day. : : : ‘ CoL

There is one rather intecresting article about the state of mind prisoncrs drift into
after a time in prison--a sort of trance. '"He explained to me that he figured tkis
mental fog thet some men got into was nature's protcction to kcep them from going
insanc....there are scveral contributing factors, end I think one of the most
important-is the long tedious hours a man spends in his cells He docs roughly
eighteen ‘hours a day in his drun. Thon for the fow short hours he is out he is.
under continuous dircction by the officials.  Never permitted to think or act for
himsclf, he is like a checker board and is moved hither and yon having 1little or no
say in.the matter. Finally, there is the 1 ack of incentive and in meny cases where
there is incenbive it is killed by lack of proper tools to work with., Sooner or
later most men doing long stretehes become apathetic." ’

Just the samec, you know, prison might be a good place to spend a couplc of years of
intepse reading and perhaps trying o fow correspondence courses. S .

There're sports features and women's foatures and other miscellania, including some
abominable poctry. The whole thing is below the level of readability. '

PARTISAN REVIEW
Somec time ago AVON books put out STORIES IN.IHE‘PDDERN PﬂNNER from the R aﬁd;hvlittlo
latcr MORE STORIES ETC. Somctime later I picked up AVON FODERN WRITING NO. 2, which
uscd previously unpublished stories selected by the PR editors. (I*missod;No. 1.)
T very ruch liked 21l this stuff, so I sent off the coupon at the baok of AMV#2. for
a sub - to the FR. Recontly reccived the Fall 55 issuce - : '.-  . . '
. Very intcresting stuff;;.including a BERLIN LETTER by someonc named Ursual.Bfuﬁm ard
a chap named Kaufmann jumping up and down on poor “Togmbee and his "super-history.'

About the most interosting featurc to me was a discussion of Horman.(THE CAINE MUTINY)
Wouk and his lotest book, MARJORIE MORNINGSTAR, by Isaac Rosenfeld, in on article
. cntitled FOR GOD AND THE SUBURBS: 1 turned to this right off, first beccuse the
BooKlub scnt me a copy of M and I sha 11 road it someday when I ‘get .the cnergy, and
sccondly becausc I once rehd something about an Isanc Rosenfeld who Had an article
in an Macrican Jewish magazine ealled “COMMENTIRY, :publisbed by a gegulin and on bhe
whole copbcrwative group, the Americen Jewish Comrdttec, (which) has contained mony
profound critiques of .capitalismi..».These caused no trauble for anybody. But when
the gifted novelist Isaoc Roscnfeld wrote an article suggesting a psychoanalytic
interpretation of Jewish dictary laws, noting o possibly sexual undertonc in separat-
ing meat from milk, a violent storm broke out upon' him and the magazine znd it becare
nccessary for thee editors to print a disclaimor #and apologia." (David Ricsmen in



-
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INDIVIDUALISM RECONSIDHRED). I assumed that the I.R. in the P.R, would be the same
person, and thet, therefore, hé would be an interesting and outspoken ¢ritic. He was.

Now a short time ago TIME had a feature on Wouk about his being Orthodox ond how

he often embarrasses he New York Jewish friends by insisting on following the dictery
laws (in o~ later issue a chap I presume is Jewish named Cohen wrote an indignant
letter saying he didn't like thezt crack and many Jews don't believe in those laws 1no
more) end how generally high-moralled and right-thinking Mr. Wouk is. Most of the
reviews I've read of MM interprets it & Wouk as being on the -side of rcligion and
God and All ‘That Is Good. o . : ' L e

Rosenfeld teors into Wouk and- his MARJORIE and appears to hnve-a lot of fun at it.

He dismisses Wouk's attempts at profundity. "(ZThe book) ‘is much like the.movies in
its entertainment value, full-of color and splash, with bits for the cheracter actors."
He says "e..thoerc is an extraordinary amount of faking in this novel,". UWouk makes
Morjorict!s mother "a hallow, norrow, conventional woman, enomy of spirit, who fears .
1ifCesses¥ot tirs, Morgenstern (her nsme) is olways right! Much of her credo.is

exposed to ridicule, but 'the alternative systems recelve roughor trcatment v e, .. (Wouk)
takes a position right at Mrs. iorgenstern's side=--not because she is right...bub

beeausce it is such a cutc thing to do. In this doy ond age, whnt more stortling yot
safer way is there to appcar unconventional than by upholding the conventions?"

As for the religion: Thec idecological overtones are just as phony. Wouk scems to
come out strong for religdion, ch astity, th ¢ sanctity of marringe and the home, and
against freo thought, froe love and Freudianism. But it is like writing on a window
pane--turn your back and it is gonc. Recligion has no place in thc story becausce no
onc is intcrestede.e..” The atheist in the story, Marjoric's pursucr, Noel Airman,
"eovers the subjoct!, wh creas Marjorie, the symblo of Ultimatc Good "has cven less
thught for God" and not cven her uprighit mother scems £6 care much beyond the shallow
ritual,

As for tho character portrayal: The apporent intended villain, thc sophisticated
atheist Airmon "is no doubt supposcd to be the objoct lesson: this is the orice onc
mist pay for the pursuit of the plcasurc principlcs...At the same time he is so ‘
dnzzling ~nd irreskstible to women that he qualifics as an author!s own wishfulfill-
ment.es.e AL in 211, he nppears to be worthy of Marjoric's adoration, and somctimes
cven a little too good for her." Whercas Merjorie, who is eventually--afber. 417
pages—-scduced by Airman "hasn't an idea in her head", and Wouk is so carcful to

keep hor o good Jewish girl, a 'Shirley!, that hc docs n ot let her enjoy (her
scduction).sseNcedless to say, the opposition of tarjoric & Nocl fails to producc

the anticipated clash of philosophies and values." : ‘ '

AND FURTHIR:~-_ '".s.Wouk has used his brinbiples only for prestigious purposcs, not
cven bothering to state, definc, or feel them sharply; his object was to sound like
a scrious writcr and make respectability respectable.”

A1l in ~11 it ‘was ‘great fun, ond I'm looking forward to r¢gding MM, strongc as that
may scems 1 hope Rosonfeld is a regular contributer to FRe

Beforce I drop FR onto the pile and pick up something clsc, Itd like to quote o bit
of nowspaper blank verse (from PROBLEIS OF TRANSLATION: "ONEGIN'" IN ENGLISH, by

V. Nabokov) actuslly taken from a paper and used by the nuthor of this articlec to
demonstrabe the fact thot- *English prose lapscs quite neturally into iombic rhythm.™




Nebraska city proud of jail:

Stromsburg, Nebraska (Associsted Press).

They!re mighty proud here of the city jail,

A building thot provides both for incarcersation
And entortainment. The brick structure houscsg

The police station and the jail. The second story
Has open sides and is used as-a band stande.

JHHHEThe next item on the pile is a book called BE GLAD YOU'RE @@AMIE//XVPF¥ NEUROTIC,

it

but the humourous bits in thet didn'i hold up on third reading, so I think Ifll forget

except for an interlineation:

-.—-._._—__....._—.-_-—_..__..___...__......_.____._...__.-—_.—.-.-.-—.-..———_..—_....._..__.... _

PR ——————— R L L i o

QUOTE: '"You women have dressed in clothes whiich bring on impure fhoughts_in the

minds of men. And you have done it deliberately. It!s as bad as murder
to' incite others to sin, entice them to immorality. lay God have mercy
on vour soulsd! .
BRilly Graham.in Toronto
(gleaned from LIBERTY)
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