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Hello there, my nama is Steve Stiles.
Big deal,

Well, I'm tremendously happy to huve discovered the organization no
Qoubt controlled by the infamous mercenary, Lealle Steven Gerber. Shadow
Fape will @ive me ths privilege to be able to veice my full views withount
ﬁhe denger of parentel censorghip. I'll be eble to say "damn" and
bastard".....the flocwer of intellecinal fresdom!

Apother thought which makes me giddy is the fact that I'm sbout 57 on
the FAPA waiting list, which meens I1'11l only have to wait six years before
I can get in, if I'm s$ill in fandom or still alive, that is.

Hey, I called Leslie Garber an "infauous mercenary". I wonder why? To
the hest of my knowledge ole Les' isn't involved in any monetary pursuits,
when then did I call him "the infamous mercenary, Leslie Gerber"?

1 guess its because I like to call psople infamous merscenaries.

I was sitting on the subway train today. !/ell, nct on the thing, but
insids. It is a dangerous thing to ride on the top of & cross town shuttke
train, I was reading a book which I got for my uncle's birthday. Unfort-
unately, I had already gotten him a record, which was origionelly
intended for my grandmother. :ly cousin will get the book on his birthday.

The title of the book was "Uncle Shelby's ABZ Book"; I highly recommend
it. Anyway, 1t was quite funny, and I begen to laugh. I langhed quite
hard as a matter of fagt---however, back in the rear of the car there
lurked & Subway Preecher. A word sboat this phenomenon; there are two kinds
of humans who like to sell their wares on crowded subways: small negroes
with bongo drums, and Subway Preachers. You sse, insomuch as 1t is Imposs-
ihle to eacaps between stations, these people heve captive audiences. It's
kind of & sneaky trick In my opinicn.

Can you see the situstion?-~I'm duried,unknowing, in a very funny book,
land hidden in the reer of the ocar is a irate subway preacher. As I began
to read, he began to preach. About the time he said "the booke da Bible;
itsa translated into a t'ousand tongues", I read; "Do you want a nice red
lollipop? Go pour all the lye into the toilet. Now go tell mommy you have
leaten the lye. (that is a fid or & little white lye) Lommy will teke you to
the doctor in e taxiecsb. After the doetor pumps out your stomach, he will
give you a rice red lollipop.". I orecked up. Evidently the guy, and
everyone else thought I was laughingz at him. He began shoutirg about hell
for scoffers, and people began moving away from me. And the madder he got
the more he would repest* "the booke ds Bible; ites translated into a
t'ousend tonguesl". For some strange reason he seemed to believe that
this wonld all instantly convert us, and that stronck me even funrier go

thet my laoghing jag continued. It wss & STrange experience, being 80



embarassed, and yet not being able to control the source of it. By the time
we had reached Grand Central station I was fearing for my life.

1 showed Bhob Stewart the rough drsft for this, and he commented that I
have a tendansy to ramble, The result is that I've rewritten this whole
Dup€. Just eroes to show how mnoh the Yoid orowd ocontrols my life, But gee, I
dep't thnink | aeve s tendahav te remble, Yo pou® hy heck, Juat the cgher
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agtually though, 1 rather enjoy a rembling icind of narrstive; it kind of
ralaxes me.

I think 1°1) have some mailing csommants, This mailing (,97) was lent to
m2 by Last Coest Al lewis, If anything gocs wrong, blame him,

ggy Stareohlil Inasmuck a8 I'm a petentisi draftee, one c¢could say that
T obli t¢ comment on the nowecurreat draft dodging issue. But I'm
not., The question doesn’t bother me, tecanse my eyes are so damned wesak,
that’1ll never get in, I gen truthfolly eay that I probpably wouldn't er joy
my stay in the services, because as tar a organized authority is concerned
I'm wsually out of stsp---e8 mach as 1 try not to be:; I'm asually & very
cooperative person, I think Walter shouldn’t disdainfully dismiss
cowardice as & unhonorabie excuse, I think its an excellent one,

I will erant you, llarion, that you haye stacked the deck against ielter's
larguments by giving sn extreme sase as ar example. One thing bothered me
in your example; when you showed this miserable loafing bum, why-=-oh why--
did you meke him sn abstiract expressionist painter? (sheml--will someone
pleage hand me uy 808pb0Xooccoo?! Do von mean to try and tell ns that only
lazy buns paint in that school???% i1'm an sbstract
printer {for this menth, snywAYiccoooo(Well, maybe that kind proves your

rejndice! It ha=m bead my experience that & true sud sincere painter

does aot “"Jcaf around" while slapping paini eon als aauvaAsS. .o
vany cases action peintears carcfully evolve their explosive teghiques rfte
oug series c¢f reslistic studies. Uot long apo I completed my first
inting o¢f that nature, aud 1 d4id three blaok and white sketohes, snd fivs
sketches hefore laying my brush te the canvas, /‘nd vYhe nainting 3]
‘20K me three wesKso
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Did vou ever have 8 Vigc Tenny man ohase yoo down the street?
Clone-ipey A very informetive and detailed report., Spsaking ol cons, 1 saw

vot at the Pnilson, and shed the arge to say hello, dut I never pot arourd W
‘t., You locked kind of forbiding, the way I nsed@ to envision Boyd Haeburn,

.HelgnggJﬂiJgggngg;ghlgg_.Thie is one of the most refreshing irimhlae
productions 1've seen in e long time, I'1) probably have s lot of fun
jcommenting on it,

‘ho did the gsover ? I°m usually vretty adept at spottineg styles,but thie
one has tonches of both Hinge and e tsler,

4 certeinly is sadi %tc &ee an 0ld bomesteed about te be demelished. As
a0ld es 1 imagine my 30u: te be I wes rather bugyed to see my grendparents’
avertmen 326 ing niished, P oue thing, they rhod hecn stesdl
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I wholeheertedly egree with you on yonr evelustion of Weolter Braen.
ex?ept on ons point; thero isn't & gusoigion of a charming emile on Welt
er's face~---it's usuzlly quite nmotigesdlo. Which reminis me: lsst week I
wes sitting in Metropocliten Mimoo, doing illes for Terry Caxr (wro has the

ceeame initiaels as Top Cat, I might gdd)! and Vielter Brean wea sleying over
et this fabulons fennish lardwark, Anyway, avout 11:00 (pom.} Vielter
begen to get hunzry. Only trouble wee was that it was freezing outside...
sesolow York was givizng its inmpression of the North Pole, and vwalter aldn't
partionlarly feel lilke freezing tc desth. He voiced this several bimesg. I
was sitting thers, end quite innocerntliy supgested that he siwply gebt fire
t0 all his clothes. I was & esimple as that. These clever aoluticuns
loceur %0 ma gqaite often. You have to urndorstend the basie Stevs Stiles
nind; thke mental picbure of Walt calinly sbriding dowr the Docember peve-
meats with his ¢lothos efirve, and with & calm borsd expression kind of
appeeled to me. OFf sourse the moment I said it 1 feel suddenly gquite
stnpid. Walter dcesn't smoke.

I was going to fight Ed Cox to the death for sullying the honor of litvtle
Orphan &nnie, but think I will merely say thei I'm belng wooed by his uee
of design in his dbeokground, kis figore work, hla word balloons (that
counds £illy, but....) and the fact tuat the strip 1s full of prejudices
exd opinions.

I was going to say more, dut I'm lezy.

0000000

You know something that wakes mo sick? I do a lot of traveling on my
efter school job (which shsll remain nsmelees) and 1 havs to brave & lot
of crowds. Gererelly I carry & box, and I alwaye brush gomsbody, if very
1lipghtly. During my hours most crowds are composed of women, gince men are
awey st werk. Anyway, whenever I bump somabody~--and I have never severdly
bomped anyone, 1 might edd---they elways turn eround, and in & voice
casloulated to freeze your bloocd, say "txcumse me!”, or "Ezcuse mel", or
"Well! Excpse me!". That's what makes me sick. I hate lliars.
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imoremail ingcomments;

Apkge j2--Pelz 1% must be Trimble apprecistion week ercund here; I

{really went for Bjo's “"Duperman™. Of g1l of her many outlets artwise, I
enjoy her comic etrips best. They're damn cute. And whet happened to old
Super Squirrel, anyway ?

Lighthouge #4--Greham & Carr This sand Full-? $22 are, for my monsy, the
two most eophisticated jobe im the whole mailing. It's smazing the pe;&a
the VOID boys are resghing.....I heve besn known to ssy that they're
bringing in eome kind of e teenagod Rensissance into fandom. much %o the



GIBERIMENYe Or SQes _.}-.;l'}.ife NBmaL 688 sns
11 they be. 2Apd I sce 8 sozrt o2 arasy
parallel in this rensissance jaza;
suppoce thess crazy Byzantine monk
artists escaped from some clolster and
eepied, say, Michealangelo at work.

Know what they'd say? They'd say
"this isn't art! It isn't relig-
ious; no skinny Christs..like is e
fakefan!", Thate what they'd say.

Observent people may have noticsd
that Lighthouse's cover uses the
seme Atom drawing as NULL-F's; I
hope that this doecn't upset aany-
one, If it doee, I'é like to point
out the completely disimilar colors
and layouts, Those two Lactors
neke a big differsnce...lI'll bet
4het there‘ll boe 8 few who will

choose io diaregerd them, theo.

Yate Grabem talks sbout pells,

Pgte, I have a strange feelingz you'ra
natting we' on. 12 you are, you're

to0 subtie. Anywey, I'm stifling the
ped impulse I have to zend you the

5000 Bbucks; kind of & sheme (00==w
gsounds like the kind of poll whers I can
voveal all the treumatic experiehces

I've had. Did you know, for example,
that at the sge of esix, a little
girl locked me in a garbage can ?

I intend to avoid the Chicage 1Q
test like the plaque. For one thing,

I have both & superiority &nd
inferiority complex, and whatever
results 1'd get would be sure to crush
one complex and swell the other. I like
the way 1 am now; all my neurosis' are
shakely balanced.. ..

Golly gee, 1 sure enjoyed Ted’s column
with the Csmpbell interview. 1t gave me
real insight into what the tzue aim of
art should be., I1'1l just forget about
all that feke stuff about contrast, cvlor,
design, shape, etc, and buy mysell a
glide rule. As s metter of fact, I think
1'11 juet quit SVA, sand enroll in the
nesreat engineering school; I may not de
eble to draw as well as van Dongen, Beraklsu,
and Douglas, but at least, maybe, I1°'ll
be gble to strip s jeep in the
middle of the desertl!

Hy feelinga ebout the srmies of various
countries cah be summed up in one
happy little thought: in the event of
WWIll, who's going to need ore?
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Just finished rosding @gtgher in the Bye,

At the 18ft iz a
wild Steve Stiles
experiment; trang—
lation: I'm fool-
ing eround just

for kicks, Did you
itnow that this is
the gegond time I'm
typing this? I
fozrgot to reomove

the brown shast the
Livet time., Wasn't
That & dainty dlsh to
g8t before ths hRing?
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ani for ghout a week 1 vwrote like Salinger, That means something, I guess.
dolden Caulfield wes &ble to cope with reslity? Yom sre Iindeed larie of
'Rormania, Terry Carr,

iipllel y722--\thite DBefore I §o into this, I'd like to comment on, or at
leost let you know how muoh I enjoyed, NullePF 23, Howsver, you stepled it
{wrong. Do yeu think you'll eventmslly recruilt Seitel to fandom? I can see
lyou sending him retraction issue after retraotion 188U6.c..s

I'm goshwow about the art erd leyoute, herein..Special Iinterest was dug in
{Reise’ contents page illo, end Sylvia's baccover,

If it jg true that there are & few people trying to blackball Talter, (and
LI san imagine who they are) I muet sey that they can't pick a more inappr-
opiate candidate for 1t. How ‘bout whiteballing people? Seems fair,

I gonsider "The Forth of June" to be well written, but rather depressing
[in mood. As a matter ¢f feot, I can't recall ever readling any fen fiction
connected with yon {"Sometimes I'm Happy","Blind Clarinet","The Adversaries)y
"Fantesy Blnes" ,"Cempaign Liar"™, eitc.) that wasn't depressing to some
axtent, No, weit; I take thet vack.

I'm & 8limy coward.

Iou know that Ted White hates fto be called "Teddy" ?
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« 97 00 Ak SO SDDGOEAREE 3OSy 0Tl

beeay ntitled "A Peinting Named 2,3C0.000 Bugks"

Lo iy the N.Y, Metropslitar Husoum of
Art V. e very stupid thing. It parchased a
peinviiag, in an open augtlor, 2sx 2,300,000
dollars. 4 very immodest sum t¢ say the
least.

Ly £irat reactions were "Well, if youa pay
that much for bembs and ¢rappy choeesshox
offige buildings, then you can gertainly pay
that much for a peinting.". ZParticularly a
painting by Rerbranidt.

Art is e mani festation of bezunty, and a=s
such is valueless, and above value.

In sach a situation pricetags are evil--but
g negessary one if the artist is to coktinue
te¢ sat snd, subseguently. 4o prodace.

The painting ¢f which 1'm specking is
provably familiar to you all--not owing to the
high quelities of the painterg- but to the
huge duildups it recleved in the-ugh-rPress,

S0, at firat 1 was pleased wher I lesrmsd
that "lortrait of Arimtotle Contemp lsting The
Boet of Homer" (whewd) s01da for such s



39 sum. I Thoughi that 1% wes ot ©
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botally ebandoned +Hhe wris for ssisnse "

But, when I began thinking about the ; ' ]

poselibilities of sech a purghass, I
sow some unpleasant possgible results, These results were aotuglly o
confirmed when I wert tv the museum for a firet hand look.

There, placed boldly in the lobby, and heavily
gugrded-=not to mention
roped off for some ten feet--was tﬂe painting, Around it
of rubber necks., It was quite & orowd. 2 SR et
After studying the painting for seversl minutes (which was rather
diifégplt because of the crowd) I went upstalrs to look at the other
8x 413,008 0

The room in whioh other Rembrandts were hong was slmost desorted. Many

ggczheseizerglfar superigf tol?he one hanging downetairs. A8 a mether of
nging them eg & scale 4 give "Aristolkie Contem

Buet of Homer" & "B", ) ¢ : T = AN

The implications are rather disheartening. It leads me to boelieve %
no painting shonld be worth as much.. ¢ o

Pirst of all, by paying 2,300,000 , there is en implicaotion thset this
painting is more importent then all ithe other, lese expensive.,ones dy
ths same artist; this, I feel 1s entirely untrue. But the average man
on the street tourist~museun goer cannot realize this. He nsuelly
judges velue in terms of money. Thus he weuld be misled, and might
recieve a false standard of some eort, Not orly that, but the high
price might dolude the average mar into thinkirg that Rewbranét, gnd his
style of painting is better thsn the works of El Greoo, Ven Gogh,
Kandinsky, etc.,etc.; this i1s & highly erroneous cenclugsion, and a
dangerous one to boot. Hobody can point & finger at & pertioulsr
school of painting end say "This is it! All other schools are inferior!",
because 4he diflerent intarpretations of what art ehculd be, eppeal to
different people. Art would really be a dull field if that wersn't Bo.

And it is highly ironic when you realize that thet partiocular canvas
sold for snch & high price merely because of the cold reasons of
supply and demand. Aceording to one source, this work passed back and
forth between a few people, and with 9ach transaction its priced

increased.

but an slmost equelly sad fact about this painting remains. The pecpla
in the lobby did not go upstairs for asnother reascn. ihen they logked
at that 4errific painting, they didn’t see wonderful coumposition,
dremetic 1ighting, great contrastes end teohmiques; what they were
looking at wes mppey. More than two million dollars of it.

They weren't seeing the painting in its entirety! Thus the true vesue
3£ it has been destroyed. It has been diluted. They should have Just
pested the bills on a hlank canvas.
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