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my current job gives me
the nation

writing to do that has just
as much effect on 
zines (precisely none) ••

as stories
II HORIZONS, June 1945

in pulp maga-
PP 4

0 It’s
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regrettable that Harry Warner let so thoughtless a 
nhrase slip into an otherwise well-founded article, for 
reasoned logic of his reply to Wollheim gives this boner undue 
weight J While it would take an exhaustive survey to measure 
the precise amount and exact direction of Influence pulp maga­
zines have upon the nation (through the indirect method of in 
culcating attitudes or opinions) it is a ease where the mere 
assumption that such influences are non-existant are fanta 

’ T tiC‘ For the most part such Influence takes the form of sub­
stantiation of the basic propagandaj-llnes the individual en- 
counters everywhere in our society -- from the schools, tne 
pulpits, the movies, and the radio. The sheer sh^boleths of 
"democracy", the "crime doesn't pay" line, and the apposite 
assurance7that clean living will bring the pie out of the sky 
b e for e  you  d ie ,  a re  the  m ost common of the se .  However 
the r e  a re  othe r  in fl u e n c e - d ir e c tiv e s,  too.  . . =T>o

R e c e n tly the  OWI c ir c u l a te d  a b r ie f w he re in  w r ite r s (p u lP  
w r ite r s in  p a r tic u l a r )  w ere c a stig a te d  for  p e r p e tu a tin g  ste r e -  
otv oe s’ ie ,  v a r iou s n a tion a l itie s w ere  p e r siste n tl y r e p re se n  
te d  in ' a  sin g le  m anner, r e su l tin g  In  a  d e c id e d  in flu e n c e  upon  
the  more in d isc r im in a te - thin k in g  p u b l ic  w hich is ^ ^ o u s .  
The ex am p les a r e  fa m il ia r  enough: the  I ta l ia n  I s the  S a n g ste r ,  
or  the  v e g e ta b le  man (hu m orou s); the  Jew  I s the  shyste r ,  the  
Negro is e ithe r  the  shiftl e ss,  ig n or a n t com ic , or  the  n e a r

6 ------  * so on .  I t isn ’ t tha t some members of each
the  ste r e otyp e s.,  b u t tha t this c on sta n t 
the  sin g le  thou g hts;  "wops a re  g a n g ste rs. , 

“k ik e s w il l  sk in  you  a l iv e ” ( to what ex -  
te n tth e  term s "w ops", " n       " ,  an d  " k ik e s"  have  b e e n  u se d  
in  the  p a st,  I  c a n 't te l l ;  In  the  p a st few ye a r s,  w hile  I  have  
seen  enough of the  ste r e otyp e - p e r p e tu a tion ,  the  a c tu a l  u se  of 
the se  te rm s ha s b een  n e g l ig ib l e )  and  so for th.

Now to say tha t this p r a c tic e ,  c on tin u e d  ov e r  a p e r iod  of 
a t l e a st tw en ty ye a r s,  thr u st m onth a fte r  m onth upon  an  u n -  
r e fl e c iv e  a u d ie n c e  ha s ’’p r e c ise l y ho” e ffe c t upon  the  n a tion  , 
is to go to g r e a t e x tre m e s for  the  a p p a re n t p u rp ose  of se g r e ­
g a tin g  c a u se s and e ffe c ts.

savage  k i l l e r ,  and  
g rou p s w ould  fi t 
ham m ering  away a t 
“n        a re  l a z y" ,  

"w ops” ,

The article to which Warner is referring appeared in the 
second issue of K»taogm-m, Vanguard Mailing #2, and was a 
series of personal analytical opinions of Wollheim concern­
ing Warner.



Afterthought #2, page two

Your individual may never have heard, in the formal sense of 
‘’racist’1 propaganda, yet, through constant perusal cf stories 
wherein such attitudes are promulgated (without, in probably /> 
of the cases, any such intention on the author* s part), he is in a 
position where a competent agitator can easily swing him over to a 
conscious and deliberate 11 racist1’ attitude.

Your fictional attitude-fixing is accomplished through emo- 
tionak aooealt to the reader’s better nature. 'One Claretti is de­
picted as a vicious gangster; many members of his imcb (and the oppQ 
sing mob) will also have Italian names. When Claretti finally 

the reader thinks: ’’That damn wop got what was 
on the other hand, when a villian with a 
whatever that can be -- is dealt w i th 

pays for his crimes 
coming to himlv (While,
good ’’American” name 
according to the law, 
got what was coming to himU1

your reader thinks: "That damn Jones 
Ten --or more-- million "Americans 

are not affected by the resentment the reader may feel against
Jones.)

Now, this attitude established, when a demagogue comes along 
lambasting the Italians for some political advantage, appealing not 
to the audience’s better nature, but' to hatred, envy, spite, resent 
ment, perversity, and every other sheerly desrtuctive element in 
human nature, that part of his audience which is already in the hab 
it of thinking of all Italians as Clarettis, is a sitting duck for 
such propaganda.

(For extended documentation merely study the Third Reich, the 
rise of Mussolini, Huey Long, Senator Bilbo and others, too numer­
ous to mention.)

On the other hand, when such propaganda is foisted ypon per­
sons who have not already become infected with the racist manner of 
thinking, the demagogue’s task is not so easy- I do not propose 
that pulp magazines can foil present or future two-bit (or $64) 
nazis by (a) discontinuance of stereotype-perpetuation (b) positive 
presentation of the individual villain as an exception and not the 
mle in his group or nationality or race. The first steps in this 
direction have been taken -- both by the pulps and the slicks.

A certain Western story editor received a story from one of ✓ 
his authors wherein the secondary lead was Jewish. The author had 
tried this, not without considerable doubt about the story’s sales 
possibilities. That editor not only took the story but asked for 
more dealing with this same character. ,

In my own publications, whenever I write to an author's maga- 
zine.«stating our needs, I say specifically: "No Indian, Chinese, 
Negro, or Mexican vllllans -~ or, if bad men of these national­
ities must be used, then they must be balanced by sympathetic char­
acter s of the same nationality in the story." (I haveh’t included 
"Jewish" in these write-ups, because in four years of reading West- 
tern stories, both in printed form and in manuscript, I have yet 
to come across a Jewish villian’.)

If this type of bad-guy presentation can be adhered to, it can 
have a beneficial effect upon at least ten million Americans. 
The vast majority of pulp readers (while not necessarily stupid — 
the fact that an increasing percentage of pulp writing has been 
approaching the so-called "slick’1 standards proves that) are not of 
a discriminating cast of mind when it comes to ideas -- or attitu- 

(continued on page four)
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Afterthought __________

Bo deep-sea divers use bath-toviols?
Ho,

LIVERS SUNDRY

’’Comments from the v;ai ting-11st 
by James Blish

Fellow Vsnguardifs, apologies. The order "’thai^y’welcome
discovered myself to be still on the in advance.
be suitably cordial, I've decided to scatter a few pearls in vmega

Tho best item for a beginning is the
ing over the last mailing, I eiscovcrc true* I confess it) I live, the ideaall favorable. Among the Curias whore (it i. no; I confess it) 1
v;as greeted ^ith similiar encouragement. Everything -as rosy.

But nobody sent us any
the full amount, the ranain-- - “SSS :i;r ■ El

our reasons for quitting will be obscure to anybody offor s0nl0 doolmon_

money .

criptions

ter faith.
Know ve ■ all and sundry, that Blish is not the Apostate. The 0 is V. K. Emden. 

Neither one of us is much pleased about the false identification.
, JM tyi Opinion music is a means of communication of a certainSlitherings #4*. In my opini ♦ . .. resuit of its having,for them,

class of ideas; its appeal to those v/ho 1 rorking on. ”MMusic over the short
objective meaning. From a munuscript boo y' long-List'of conventions and ex-
pcriod of its history has developed a surprisingly g of composer’s mes-
prossivc devices, uhich vo may use as gube pointloss to recite the 
sago...Those devices have emotional connotations. °aorvo to show to
whole list upon which today's music can call.b ’ d £ that the fiuto tone is
what I refer: tho convention that the minor key is a sad one vna a
•pure,’ 'cool,' 'silvery': that the ^soon je ® ” ^ulant is 'agitated*' the ep-
ctic one, the horn a ’romantic one; that th g ’images’ of music,
pogiatura sad, the mordant sentimental. These a? that none of these im-~ "It is necessary to point out hero tho psychological truism than none ui _rt.an7 
ages actually caries with it any emotional quality wto^ and'thc
emotion uhich they may c^H forth m tn^ li^tun p y sense fixedprocess is one of evocation rather than presentation They ere not in^any 
in their emotional contexts,but.they hove been use ' indicate has become ob-
so many composers that the emotion Phicn th-y are A i*s in essence a product

s - *■ -—

looted to serve tho purposes for ^hich theyuoro again. But.,..be uary of
they -ora evocative enough to used, for uhc soti p P mbc fOr example, that 
oversimplified theories of tonal activities $nd lino , R comcs to us from aunpleasant sound of parallel fifths is an association . formal har-
timc -ehorn ail music ras Sung that ^y,and that the Pf^^XoLso
mony,t^h n0^ ’common harmonic practice/ arose originally because people .ere
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of hearing them ail the time, not for the very
thought up later after t-pered scaXe 1 vented. ,
melody moves up or down, the compo^. * 8 TOell_shades on his organ and
deas as exaltion or depression id mi . Remember too that the contexts
often used up-and-down in place ^-ag-soft.
of tho images may change -ith time as y fho minor key to be a sad
accretion of techniques - nobody ?of Chop-
ono, nor, indeed, cere Jho^ot ional contexts of key s n SB g for sp0_
in; and occasionally whole non sots of symbols may bo ovoiv . several
Dial purposes, sometimes for general use, as in the sac oi scriaoino
other moderns.”

. 4 4. ne+rri <n ^ho arts are invited to examine RENASCENCE, a creative &

« lOd to members of the armed forces and 0.0. 8. For sal

^#^***WHHHH^*^*****^*^*****^

indirection

(continued from page two)
des -- presented between the lines. They are inclined to be reten­
tive Giv« them the desirable attitude-suggestions between the 
Un^ long enough and they'll be in a position to resist your dema- 
g°gue when he ^arts ranting. instinctive reaction will be
"what ^s sly?ng isn°t soPit isn't fair". How long that could be 
maintained against incessant assault is another matter.

But if the pulps can, by altering the indirect P^P^^a- ” I 
fluence, iaffect their readers to the extent only so that they |U°s_ 
tion inflammatory demagoguery (such as emanating f.om
Fo—for example) the first time they hear it, then the pulps wSie accomplished, mucins it is now, pulp fiction must bear a cer 
tain amount of responsibility for a considerable numbers of Individ 
uals having fallen for ’’racist propaganda upon first hearing.


