THE BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION LIMITED

MINUTES of a COMMITTEE MEETING hold at FIAT B , LAUREL BANK, LAUREL MCUNT, LEEDS
LS7 3JY, in thc West Riding of Yorkshirc, on Sunday May 25th, 1969

Prcsont: Mr. Jo Michacl Rosenblum (Chairmen of the Committoc); Mrse. Be M. Mercer
(Scarctetry) ; Mrs. D.E. Parker, Messrs. S.R. Dalton, A. He Mcrecr, J.EB.B.
Rogers (Council Members).

AGENDA

1o Pricing of B.S.F.4. publications for sale and/or cxchangc to (2) membcrs of
NFFF, and (b) 'outsiders.!

2a The mattor of possibly appointing 2 U.S. agent for the B. S.F.4., proferably

a member of NFFF.

B. S.F.Ao Badges.

The British Sticnce Fiction Award.

Estimates for a new supply of B.S.F.i. mombership cerds and rcnowal

tetickors"',

6o i roquest for a loan from o member of the B.S.F.i. 's Information Scrvice,
for the setting up of a professionally-printed card indcx of information
which would be fully available %5 tho B.S.Fei.

Q

\J'\-E'bq

e Scttling advertising rates for professional material in VECTOR.

8. Making. good librory deficicneicse

% Complaint from tho Offtrail Magazine Publishers! ussociation rc thc dcfauls
of its former association Editor, a B.S.F.i. momber.

10. The non~rencwal of gortain formerly activo BeS.F.d. members, particularly

Robert Cooper, who is, or was, supposcd to be rurming 'ORBITER'.

1. Cost of full-page ads in VECTOR to membors wishing 9 advcrtise such things
as their own fanzincs.

126 4 mcmber's suggestion that other members should supply t> the BeSeFe..
Bullctin, names and addresscs of bookshops srlling SF motorial in their own
Arcase

13 The present literary and nditorial standard of VECTOR.

1k Clorification of the official contract between the B.S.Fodis Limited, ond
the 1970 Convention Committec (George Hay).

15. Any other busincss.

+ + + + + + F 4+t F

1 After discussion it was cor ~d that futurc issucs of VECTOR should be
marked at 5/- per copy, but that the Scerctary and thc head of the Distribution
Dept. should have discration to roducc this price to members of NFFF, and other
intorcsted partics (such as Prof. Tom Clarcson) who want VECTOR for genuine
bibliowraphical or rescarch purposcs. The SF Writers Bulletin should be priced ot
3/— per .copy on o similer discrctionary basis.

Ze The Scarctary was instructed to investigatce the matter of appointing a U.=.
agent for the BeS.Fei. Limited, by ¢ontacting members. of the NFFF Committcc.
Dollars held by such an agent on the B.S.Fed. 's bchalf micht be utiliscd for
B.S.F.i. members! subs to MN3F, cte., or such projeocts as the purchasc in bulk of
3F publications for distribution t: the B.S.Fed. membership.
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3 The Scerotary informed the mecting that Mr. George Hay, who is the Chairman
of the 1970 British Convention Committee, had prescented o quotation from a firm of
novelty manufacturers, of 450/- for a minimum order of 1000 plastic badges. It
was agrced that these should be given away to the cuwrrent membeorship, and to now
members, until thcy wereo all gone, and then a new design would be decided on for
the next 1000. Yr. Hay had becn informed that if the badges were to be sold
rathcr than given away, 55% purchasc tex wsuld have to be addeds He had also sub-
mittod a numbor of possible designs, some produced by himsclf and osthers by a
designer friend of his. 4ftor a lot of discussion, onc design wes chosen, and the
Scarctary was instructed to ask Me. Hay to arrange for the production of the fin-
ished designe This would cost approx. 50/-.

L The motter of the B.S.F. iard (formorly titled the British Fantasy Award)
came in for e grecat dcal of discussion ot this mecting. The Scerctary rcad out
communications on thce subject which she had received on various occasions from
K.F. Slater, Gerald Bishop, and Michacl Kermward. She also cxplaincd that she had,
sevoral months ago, asked Gerald Bishop, an Exoter me™r of the B.S.F.l.'s Inform
~ation Sorvicc, to compile full and complote lists of all SF and fantasy books
publishcd in 1969 and cligible for tho Award. Mr. Bishop was combining this with
the service of presenting lists of all new and reprint SF/fantosy books as thoy
breame available from publishors. There had been some discussion as to the best
n-thod of presenting these lists (in VECTOR, in the B.S.F.ia.  Bulletin, or
scparately), and it was unanimously decided by the Committce that thesc lists
would be best preoscented scparately. Mre Mercer, as hcad of the Distribution
Dopte , reported that Mr, Bishop had pffored to steneil these lists himsclf for
distribution, but that hc - Mr. Mercer - was quitc willing to stcnell them if nec-
cssary.

Mr. Bishop had informed th- Scerctary that he would be distributing his
lists of ncw books to other than the B.S.Fei. momborship, and would thercfore 1ike
the copyricht to remain in his hands. Ir. Dalton gave 1t as his professional
opinion that Mr. Bishop should be authoriscd to hold the copyricht if he so wishcd
provided that it is hcld under the auspices of the B.S.Feh. Limitcde

Mre Slater had some %imc ago detailed a rather compllzatad method of voting
for the awerd, which involved both gen'ral voting by the mcmbership, and sclective
*woeding' by a pancl of cxports. It was cmphatically agrocd that ncitier publish-
crs nor SF authors should sit on this pancl. The Sccratary rceported that Mr.
Bishop had offercd his scrvices in commection with the collection and counting of
membership votcs. 4ftor much discussion, Mr. Rogars was deputed by the Scarctery
t5 visit Mr. Slater at the carlicst opportunity, and rcgucst him to rcconsider his
total rcsignation from the dssociation and to act as Convencr with regard to thoe
Lyard. A1l pertinent information and offers of assistance would bc passed on to
lre Slater, and IMr. Bishop's lists passcd to him for vetting.

¥ir. Kerwerd had stated thet he was of the opinion that the dAwerd was a
publicity mattcr and that ho, in his rolc as Publicity Officer for thc B.S.Fed.,
should deal with it and preparc the nccessary lists of cligible books. Mr.
Roscenblum asked the Scarctery to inform Mr Kenward of the Committec's decision,
viz., that the iward was primerily an intormal matter of the B.S.Fui., and that
any publicity accruing from it was strictly a 'side-cffcct's The Committcc was
also of the opinion that Mr. Kermwerd must s arely have cnoush to ds with the
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cditing =nd production of VECTOR, and his other publicity dutics, ~nd its mcmbers
did not wish him to5 beeome ‘'overload-d‘'s Hc was to be informed of the approach 9
be made to Mre. Slatcre

5 The Scarctary reportced that the supply of blank mcembership cerds was
octting rather low, and shc presented quotations from a printcr for a fresh supply.
Miros Roscnblum, supportoed by other committce nmembers, rejected the idea of stickers,
and also cxpressod dissatisfaction with the shopc and design of tho present card.
He showed to thosc presont a flat card in a transparent, plastic casc, with the
member's neme and mumber printed on 'Dymo' tape end attached %o the card. The
Secarctery agrced to investigatc the pricc of having such cards printed, and tho
cost of thc plestic holders; Mrs. Parker said shc would undertake to get the ' Dymo’
%apcs printed as requircd.

& Mr. Gerald Bishop had informcd tho Secrctery that he was hoping o gct his
very cxtensive card indcx systcm properly printcd and sct up; he did not wish the
B.S.F.ite to pay for this, although the information would always bc freoly availabl?
t5 the BeSeFede 's Infoarmation Scrviee, but he would appreciate a loan of approXs
£16. Mr. Roscnblum cxpresscd great interest in this mattor, from a pcrsonal vicw:
point, and askcd thc Scarctary to roqucst Mre Bishop cither o visit Mr. Rosenblum
or to contact him by post. He would thon go into thc matter of the loan morc
fullyn

7 Mrse Parkcr informcd the mecting that tho 151d B.S.F.i. ' had agrced 2
charge £5. 5s. per page for professionnl advertising in VECTOR. It was agrcod by
the meooting that this ratc should stand. It was also agrecd that a minimum of

o onc-guinca mailing foc should be charged for thc distribution of professional
pamphlcts with the B.S.F.A. Bullctin = morc if thc inclusion of such pamphlots
incrcascd the postage costs.

B The Scerctary, harkine back to an carlicr suggcstion madc by Mre Hart rc
the abolition of library charges, said shc had bcen informed that any sparc moncys
should bc utilised for the purchasc of items %9 £ill geps in thc BeS.Fel. 's book
and magazine librarics. Mrs. Parker rocallcd that Mr. Slater had been given a suan
of moncy for this purpssc, which was ncver realiscd becausce the iibrerian had, so
far, bcen unablc to supply a list of missine itcms. The Sccretery asrced to write
to Mr. Bownen for such o list of magezine decficicneios, but it was generally
agrced that the matter of book library deficicncics would have to be held over for
o whilc, until thc now librarian, ifiss Elainc Wash, had beeome uscd t35 her dutics.
and could find the time to compilc such a list.

% fhe Scerctary forwarded a complaint from the Offtrail Magazinc Publishers’®
Association, about its crstwhile Association Editor, Horr Hoinrich drcnz, &
Fronkfurt member of the B.S. Fo4. Linitcd. The complaint stated that Herr Arenz
has, sincc Junc 1968, rctained posscssion of material (viz., a large number of
British and american fanzines) which is not his propaerty, and has not -mawered &
mumber of letters from various people cnguiring about thcsc fanzines. Since the
complaint was made, the Secrotery addcd, a parccl of 0.}.P.A. effecets had been
reccived from Horr arenz, but this contained by no means all of thc matcrial in
quastion. Mrs. Porker, as the B.S.F.de 's unofficial legal adviscr, was instruc-
tcd by Mre Roscnblum to vwritc 9 Horr Arcnz, asking him for prompt action and/or
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cxplanation, and warning him of possible cxpulsion from the B.S.Fele. for unbefit-
ting conduct.

10. The Sceretary reported that kre Fhil Iuldownoy, who had preoviously been an
ective member, had not rencwed for 1969, and that no-onc sccmed to5 have had any
contact with him for some timc., Shc was asked by ilr. Roscnblum to writc informally
t5 Mr. Muldowney and try to f£ind ouv if he was in personal or family difficultics,
and if so, to cscertain if the Association could help in any way. This would also
be done with rcsard to Mr. Robert Coospor, who had been yunning the ‘ORBITER' story
chain, ond who also had not renc.” - Y. Roscnblum was of the opinion that some-
on~ should be on hend to make such personal cnguirics of formerly active members,
ard try to provide help 5 any mamber :n nood of ite Mrs. Parker said that she
would undertake this task a littlc later on, vh-n she 1s more scttlcd. With rega
t5 Mr. Cooper, she suggested that the Scarctary should also contact member Mrs.
sulrey Walton who, said lrs. Parker, is or uscd to bo in closc touch with TT-
Cooper. 4 '

11 The cost to membors wishing 4o advertisc such things as thoir fanzinos by
moans of full-page ads in VECTOR would be approximatcly holf-price of professional
ads, lec. £2. 10s. per pagc.

i 24 Hermber Mre Roy Gray had suggested that; o help members vho move to a now
srca ~ particulerly University ‘students - all merbcrs should be roquested, via the
tullctin, to give the names and addresscs o5f book-shops in thoir arca which
spccialisc in SF and fantasy metorial. This was voted a good idea, but somo ALfE -~
iculty was farcscen with thac dcfinition of 'specialising in SF', ctec. Mr. Rogers
wondcred if Mr. Gray mcant eoncorms like IMre Silater's '"Fantas® (Mcdw_'ay) {41 {o Byl

~nd Mr. Roscnblum visualisod a:somewhat wider spplication of thc torm, to includc
shiops which have a special scoticon sct aside cxclusively for SF, fantasy, and
£1licd matcrial. The Scerctary mentioncd sccond-hend book~shops, some of whidh do
have such o scction, nnd Mr. Mercer pointed out that there is a differcncc betweorn
soeond-hand and antiquorian book-shops. It was de cided that Mre Gray's suggestion
snould be put o the membership in the Bullctin, but that thosc sending informetich
should be rcquosted to state what Sypo of book=shop cach addross is.

1 B Mrs. Parker roportcd that scveral people had complaincd that VECTCR was
once again losing its semi-professional touca and becoming like a fanzince There
had also been a number of complaints about tac most reeent oditorial; the Scerct-
ary corrsboratcd this, but cxpresscd the opinion that the B.S.Foh. could not be
hold fulld responsible for VECTGR's cditorials, and that all such complaints
should he addressed dircet to Mre Konwerd. 4As 69 the unprofgossional appearance
5f VECTOR, shc pointod out that tho most reeant issuc had been an Tall-fiction'
issuc, and that as long as the magazine was duplicated and not rinted, the
varmicly amatcurish aspeet would remaine Mre Kerward has been invotipgating the
possibility of having the front cover litho'd; this would help t0 dispcl the fan=
Zine appearanccs

e It wes unanimously agrced that Mr. Goorge Hay, althoudh not a membor of o
BeS.Fule, was proving to bc a most holpful, cnthusiastic and co-operative Conven=
fion Committce Chairmene Tac Scerctary reported tahat ac had agrecd to a registr-
ntion rebatc for B.S.F.i. members, and Mrs. Parker roported that hc had asked £or
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clarification of the contract betwcen his committce and the B.S.F.A- She and Mr.
Roscnblum therefore went over the present version of the contract and amended
certain points. Mr. Rosconblum also said that Mr. Hay should be sent an initial
srant of £25 from B.S.Fei. funds, this being half of the sum for which the B.S.Fes
gtands guarantor for any Convention losscs.

15. During & gencral discussion on Conventions, Mre Roscenblum asked the Sceret-
ary to writc to the 1969 Con Committec, thanking them for a very good Convention,
and for the facilitics and assistance afforded to tho B.S.F.f. Limitced. Re the
srent t2 be made to Mr. Hey, the matter of the Trust Fund held by Mrs. Gillien

ems and Mr. David Barber was again raiscd. It was asrced that Mre Rogers shoull
'faT."'-."Jc to these Trustecs, asking them to transfor their Pund to the gencral funds of
whe BeSeFedi. Limited.

The possibility of a future mermbership of perhaps 1000 members was mooted;
and the Scerctery pointed out that in such a casc, most departmoental heads would
neced assistance. In this conncction she agrced to investigate the possibility of
acquiring cheaply an addressograph machine and its accompenying platc-meking
nechine. Mr. Mercer pointed sut that, although at the present timc thce Scerctary
could not be paid, it mipht be possible to acquirc a paid scerctarial assistent to
help cope with 1000-plus members.

Reverting to the matter of VECTOR, Mrs. Parker suggested that in time it
night be possiblc to have a paid professional cditar. The Scarctary reported that
vhis had also beeon suggested by member M. Chrils Priast.

Mr. Mercor said that anothor membore Ir. Graham Boak, had sugo‘cstcd that
BeS.Fed. should run a Hospitality Room at Conventions, as the NFFF docs in ANCI‘ILC&~
vhore eoffece, soft drinks, ctce, could bc dispenscd by responsiblce membors
(preferably fomale %) ©o first~time Con attendces and othars wanting compeny and a
chate It was suggested that Mrs. Irenc Boothroyd would be an ominently suitable
person for this typc of work.

The Scerctary reported that, since drawing up the Agenda for the meeting,
shc had bcen giving a grcat deal of thought to the mtter of her possible rosign-
tion from the Socrct'\ryshlp next Faster. She had not yot definitely decided
a.bou‘b this, but thought it only fair+ 0 warn the Council so that thcy micht begin
t5 consider the matter of har psssible susccssore She said that the sceretarial
work was taking up almost all of her sparo time, and that shc had rceently Joined
two othor orpganisations to which shoe wished o dcvotc some “timc and attention. It

was decided that an-assistant #rzzates—7 chould b~ seohi. to
underteke for the prescent s~clal’ typ( work, but on thr“ undorstanilng that he/rhc
nisht be callced upon tc take over tac Scerctaryship ncxt ycarse

There being no cther businoss for discussion, Mrs Roscnblum declarcd tho

meoting closcd,

oo evceosefecocoeieocoecocaelooeeaeecoes soae

L H. Morccr, Council Mcmbora



