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Dear Fens (and Pamieties, both of them),
Here I enm aga,l--, aml delighted to rener your scouaintance. So you didn't feel
iy SNAG to be quite the thing for gentile /sic! D” g _QC:_‘.C'.‘,—'lO'-flng British fendom ?

Perhaps you'll feel kindlicr towards Bibliophan. 1ot that it matters, really, bec-
ause I shall Ju~ keep thrning 'em ous whenever T heve time & inclinotion. Though

Je

I supnose it is only fair to point cut thet there are three effective weyrs of
stopping the flood: you might put pressurc on Michael, who's kindly distributing
tiis sheet: or o Douglas Viebster, vho, with '\/t,l“' ,mcb altruism, is steneilling i
or you might cut off your sub. to Fido. 30 «10’1 sy 1y dear fans & fannettes, com-
plain to &ll & sundry that RGM is drportiang frescism into fandom

"hat T want to talk sbout is oti. in boo:: Porm. At leeczt, that's the centre .'L
idea, though I may wander, now & shea. Tans (ﬂnd fermettes) don't seem to realis

thet magazine stf. is a merc ’“:Lcl lc off the inwain stream of bool: stf. Tales of
235lomtig, of the licon-tripn, of the mighty promise of science, were fami 1:1. ar cnough
to the Grecks, and since uher\ ther l‘f»v been thrust upon a not alvays apwreciative
world in ewver~groving munbsrs. Tun the three large collections in the cowatry,

those of Bort Lewis; Michael Roscrblium, & mysclf, thare arce bebveen seven and cight
hundred different titles (n'r; ovil is, at the woment, up to its G41lst. volune ), and
T an reasonobly sure that wo hove nmerely “skimnmed the surface. A11 of ~vhieh is
intended to demonstrate il yvou're missing a lot <hen you stick congervatively to
your TOMs and your ERIa. /_"‘o the mentelly defective & those vho came in late: +his
pnoying "I% fellow is one, RG edhurst, quit o decent chap roally——D‘.T__?
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A0 oac vou all pordercd and digesved o reusrk of Don Doughty, in COSIOS 16,2
(sce Mdo, Teb.41l). ‘He helids forth as I‘o'l lows: "WOIDIR I cannot soy much about
o3 I hrve on 3r reed obout the lost 8 yeors' issues, but they seen to get o great
iy authors of the type L 01*3001, to in their »noges . . o Kwamer, Xuttner (did you
sce thot muck he turned ous i‘or LRVEL?), FBLong, Durks, and several others.

T don't know whet is tho gricvemce against brother Long (the Door noan just
hormliessly carbon-conics his .,uO"”}/ ahout the lost-non-and-vonan-bunped-of T -by—thelr-
insee b";lﬂ-.)'tcf'", over and over cgain), bubt I zust spring to the defence of our
weld zned qu uatiner. Thae unfortunate man wos werely doing his best to write
a1 editerial line ("‘..c.ntcd~—"('-ic:“.cc—*“icticn shorte from 4,000 to 6,000 vords, The
storice '“\u..,‘b occur in the Too fubturce, ond if possible lean tovards the horror Hipe
off Tastn: nl:“xuv of sex, ancd the machines of the frture furnish the horror. 1), Un
fortunat: *l*r Yoz isn't that type of “Ti"f-OI‘ at all, ond vhat he finally ‘Lurnul out
yns '-‘i:r".!.,crm, thud-n-blunder Yelessic! stf., vdih vhnt Doa vould call the raclg
passages spocod in vith curious v"c,r'ulsrl ty throvghout the rorrotive. Rather as
fhough he conscientiougly ticed himsel?, ond ron in a meosured port tion of Mmck!
every wen niimites.

I suppose £ had bebter cucte, Tor the benef it of thesc vho haven't rcad the
frmcl! in ouesticn.  This is the sort of thing "Avengors of Spoce® iz sprinkled vith:

YAgainst the further wwll loy a slender figurc, Lorna Rand, her rounded breasts
and %the lithe curves of hor young body rovecled in uviber nudity!" A little further
on: "She \.T.LS{_?J.C(]. free,; o verm flush rentling her face and. bosom as she glanced
dovm 2% her mudity, ’2‘\“101-]" Sharm strisped the kirtle from the deod gusrd and
gave it to her. Lorne donmed it gwiftly."  But :lonk might have saved her the
trovb'l c. Right on the next page, v ore shocked to read: "Cursing, Shovm strained
cgoaingt the paws thet hicld Lim, The monster's talong rinned blindly ot Lorna's
body, tearing bthe kirtle avny in regs. The girl fought franticolly, vainly. The
w1l ovx<sts of her boson, sweening lines of white beauty, were splotched with blood
fron her capbtor's crus :.ml Llesh. !

Tvery nov and then, scatitcred among the more substantial slabs of "muck!, one
inds, like a slaintive echo, "utier mlrlity“, "atter nudity'!

And the ’c ig the wworst of it! ather funwy, you sec, but ¢uite hormless.
Rother mO“c unplcogant arc some of ’cn voxras in the single issuc of the degenerate
VAR 7I]L ATES cf Deearfber Y52,
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sey ig thot, as usual, the smogozines loy well
behind s, in bool: foim frmck®. . Thro cxa rﬂolc“ should be quite
shfifdcaient, Sor cven more wlateulii client, HiaatiTad ik
ERAVE 1T WORID: A novel by AIDOUS HUXLTY., (London, Chatto &
Windug, 1932, =
As most of s readers will know, this is o brillisntly done plicturce of the
stabilised state thet is o envrep our hopny descoivlants. It is stable because
cur descendonts are cut to ite pottern, and they cro haony becouse from thelr £ifth
yvear the sentence "Ivervbedy's ha ppy novadeys' iz vlidspered es they slecp, many
thousand times, night b, night. Eo." vy T ovant to recormend it to friond Doncld
Doughty is that the browve new world is founded on one mojor nastime, unrestricted
indulgence in the ohysiclegical mechondism for revroduction, vwith the rather less
powulor oonsoqucncc d imdia-ted.
On a point of "muckincss" T think "Rreve liew Vorld" scores decisively over
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"Avengers of Spacet. Partly because fuxley, as has been pointed out elsewhere,
has & mind that rather runs to lavatories, ond he makes cffective use of "buttocks"
to vary what in Kuttner becomes rather monotonous anstony. Parily beco.use,
vwhereas LKuttner's young ladies are merely characterless auntomatons,; lay-figures
for strioping, Huxley melies some attempt to get into the minds of his victims
(clthough I think this point could easily be stressed oo mach) . But prlncroall*/
because of Huxley's 1ncomparablj higher literayy stondord. /_W:nglﬂ tor's note:
the Webster finds himself at vild d;.sagrccnouu vith mich of this por., & should
our pet Snag not deign, in Bib 2, to deal with the attack dbout to be launched on
hin, the pages of FANTAST are always open for furthcer discussion./

My second example is:

RED SHOV, by F. VRIGHT MOXLTY (London, J '\rrold 1931, pp 287).

The publisher's blurb-vwriter clamours: "'’hat would be the passions and
fates of men and women under the shadow of extinetion? . . . In a prose wherein
are blended savagery and high imegination, the author traces the Bonsequences of
sterility from the terrible moment when the last boby . . . is born, down to the
stark and desolate horror of a world in which only one man is left elive. Between
these two points in time lie cbout a hundred years of horror, madness and grim
humour, o feverish vhirlnool of f'—m aticism, wogroms, massacres, loboratory near-—

mirecles, race war, orgic tic pegenism and sex conflict . . . "
The erphasis is largely on chc last tvo items. I don't propose to discuss
this worlc at any length, and I certainly shall not quote from it. To Jjustily

my recom ending it for Don's liedal of Muckiness, I vill merely say thot when I re-
read the scens at the end of Chapter FXIIT (describing the rape of a band of
razed wonen vho hoped to reproduce the "irmaculate concopulon" by preyer,

virginity, and nokedness) I still feel slightly sick. Bub that, of course, nay
be due to me, rather than to the author.
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Gems of Visdem, Filtered out of the Ifyre of Sif.
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Pans and fannettes, prey consider a typical Purroughsian scene illustrating
an Honcurable Man doing the Zight Thing:

"'Cease, blasphemer!' crizd Zat Arra 'Hope not to save thy cowerdly corcass
by inventing horrid lies to--' But he got ne further. One Gees not call John

Corter 'coward'! cnd 'liar'! thus Iightly, ond Zot Arros should hove knowm it,
Before a hand could be raised to stop me, I was at his side and one hnnd grasoed
his throat.

"*Come I Trom hecowen or hell, Zat Arras, you vill £ind me st3ill the some
John Carter that I have always been; nor §id cver mcn coll e such names ond
live - vithout cpologising.' And \Q&l that T camenced o bhend hinm back across
my knec and tighten ny grip upon his throat . o " (sec THE GO 7 MARS, Chopter
XTI,

s

ind so, once agein, e arc taught how advisable it is, if you insist on being
In the Right, to take a Sitrong-lian-in-Twro~"ceks coursc.

Percy Greg, however, has different ideas of hovw the Civilised lartian's
Boole of Ttiquette His terrestrinl strong-man blusters:

"IfY, T said, 'You choose to disbelicve vhat I tell you, you are wclcome 4o
do so. But you arc not at liberty to oxpros your disbelief tc me. To do zo is
to charge me with lying; end to that charge, vhatever moy be the customs of 4his
world, there is in minc but one answer', and I lald vy hond on the hilt of the

sord I wore in dcference to Davilo's warnings, but which he and others considered
. Tervestrial ornoment vati:or thon o weapon.

"Thie President of the Leademy quietly replicd - 'Of 2ll the stronge things
we have heard, this scems the strangest. I weive the probability of vour state-
ments, or the rcesonsblencss of the doubts suggested. Dut I 2adl to understand
how, hers or in ony otlvw“ viorld, irf the imputation of falschocd be considered xo
groes an oi'fence ~ and here it is too cormon to be so regerded - it con be
repelled by proving yourself morc skilled in the usc of weapons, or stronger or more
daring then the person who has challenged your assertion. (soc ACROSS TER ZODLAC:
The Story of a "recked Record, 188C, Vel.II, p.l4l).

Ter tyltes yer choyca. ’

Quoting further from Percy Greg (this is quitc irrclevent, but if I don't
nention it new I shall forget it vhen/if the noxt Biblicphan comes to be grould.
out), ve find o Mertian damscl (one of our fallont terrestrisl stx ong-mon's cight
.':chq), holding forth:

“One book mich roo 6 in owr schools soys . . . that 'hell tre
power lies in giving pain, end half the remainder in being proisc

I commoend the allite r’ immn.

= £ o #H = W #* £

Qu
(=

=
]
t
e
]

[}
u.
(‘i‘


fannett.es

o s + 3 + , T -
‘-’-."?"'-“'-.‘.i,ng-,.,l_i..- D Ty - vl s ORE= CTIHE

TROFTSSOR .. YIIGER 'S FYPERIVENT, by ARTHUR JAMES ADERSON (London, Hurst &

Blockett, 1922, pp287), is an inte OS"‘l. 7 but not too convinciag Catholic
attack on Spirituclism, its stficnl. intorest deriving from an experiment with
artificial 1life that scams to hove, alse, a rather ertificial relevance. Hovrever,

cver olert Tor passoges toe instruet 'wd upiift the feithful public of Bibliophon,
T come with much delight on the folleving gom:

"1But!', suggested Brucce-Smith anziocusly, 'I thought spiritualisms-.s all
fraud.

"1The omaiscicnce of “he mear in the strect', replicd Profcessor liylmer, cold-
ly. 'sceing through the mechisnism of spiritualisig perceives that it is fraud.
It ranoins for foolg like Crookes. Tnllace, Borrett, Lodge and myself to heocomce
convineed of its renlity.'™ (Loc. cit. -L,M7.)
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$tf. hos its foir share of mysterics: boolis that arc nover published,
uhounh advertised (Talbot Mundy's "Men From Jupiter", for cuanple, of which the
wblishers, Hutchinsons, deouy all ,moxflccn.bo,l; w;ni’ul authors vho lurk, {reubling,

behind & Lflirsy terricr of pscudonyiz. 0 this -*tucr tribe, about the most
cellusive is the gentlemon known as "Neil Beil'.  He has for the psceudonym a
sossion froa which a Treudian, T imogine, vould dresr the most shocking conclusions.

His corlicr stf. wos sinrply cigned "}ilcs" - Heaven knows why! "D 3e.th Rodks the
Cradle" appeared, in 1955, as by "Paul Martens'. HMost of the "Hiles" ond "Poul

PN

lortens" stf. was reprinted wnder the avthorshis of “Neil Bell", and vith

ly. o sudden rush of courage, he hrs allowed this pscudonym to appecr on the title
pege of all his more recent ffiction (or all that I know of!) These, of coursae,
ore norely his nomes-de~guerres for purposes of fiction, Cn the voci: cnd nows-
papcr-articlce frc'frts his persoralities rust be legion. Some tims om0, the rirstery
wes in o fair wer towerds solution. In the preface to "Luely Dip" (1936), we

are t0ld "I begen to spaym stories for childeen with the drcedfvl fecundity of

the herring. « « « L regret T cen't give thelr nomes, as T em nledged a.c secrecy

rogording this side of zy work.”  But the clue prterad out. T hepe T'm 20
11k,olc 40 prosccution, or wersccution, or onything unplensent, if I tell you
it the children's books in question were writien by Stephen Sovthwold: and
‘h ¢ best that a bivliophile can do vith that is to suggest that the men (cssun-
ing there is c. jion behind these multitudinous 1119.“‘-’5'3 Jivas in Scuthwold!
It scems bo me that there is some relevence in o pms"'rr‘ from J. Leslie
Mitchell's "Goy Hunter! (feinemenn, 1954, o brillicat fubvre-tele that no fan
con offord to miss, by the way). Goy end o fascist gentlawn, ilojor Ledyord

=

oughton, have becen preciaiteted into the far futurce. Uafortunately, their
clothes have not been precipitated with them. "'ha:"l Ceoy #irst sces the liojor,
Yibsurdly, she ronobered o story from sone Victorian rononce of the heroine, mwde,
discovored b" o nen, and thie modest fenale covering hor foce with her hends te hide
her ider ';13_' U g There scams o similor inconegrulty in the ef'forts of

cuthors to hide their - tdentitics, when, if thoy ~mritc honestiy {or even othc r‘.'.:’v.sc),
so much clsc is rovealsé.  “hus, "iTcil Bell® cxhilits whet the uns‘/aup(.uhul,ic
might eoll "ecrenkiness' in o degroc only caquelled, in Fnglish stfdon, by S.Povler
RRalehls Cne of hiz roticns is thot modern man is poisoning his mind end body
by the food he cats, thet docters and surgeons ecre knoeves, or fools pitting their
pills against Naturc. Tn "Death Rocks the Cradle" he superiimoscs this onto
his deep notural pessimiesn to produce the most depressing sccount of the future
of nnnkind that T have had the good ;or tune o read.
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Lnother noint of stificeal o’csc‘urity, end one that possibly will never be
clenred up, concorns the pscudonyr[ us "Christopher Bloyre", In 1921 Philip
2len (ves, thot vnholy fima thet so gricvously mutilnted Pestus Pragnell's
"Green Han of C‘ra'/'p«,c') brought ocut o wolurme whose title page ran: "The Purple
Ssppnrc. and Other Posthumous Popcrs: Selected fron the Unofficisl Records of the
University of Cosmopoli by Chiristopher Blayre; Somctine Registrer of the Univer-

T
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sity." ”"‘hrnv‘coahw Eleyre" contributed on inteserint, from Cosmopoli, Jomuory
1952, and thersaficr followed o scries offpapers", deposited by vorious Dons of the
Univereity. The teles comprisc o mixed bag of fentasy end stf': of o sopphire

that brought digeaster on its owners, of Markvand, who telked with o demscel of
Tenus, aad the death he found, of the dendly cosmic dust, ond half a dogen othors.
crdly profiound, but well ~witten and recdeble.
The lost item on the contents poge reads:
"The Checton-Girl" (Deposited by i Frofessor of Biology)eses..211
ind on poge 211 we rood: “’"‘m Putlighers reogret thot they are unable e
print this MS." (I told you py opinion cf Philip Allenm, dldn't ‘)
In 1952 the collection wos reprinted ot "i"}lo AT pers of Dr. Bleyre:
Byr Christovher Blayre, Ph.D., D.Lith. (Somoiine Icgistro.* in uhc University of
Cosmopoli)".  The Publishers have tolen “’“rnt t the "1952", and tronsforred
the ocction to the "middle yeors of the nr_:*tcc.“f ocni:u";-"', four teles heve heen
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added, and all mention of «#Cheetah-Girl" deleted.

The only other information that I have is second-hend. In the catalogue of
the Cambridge University Library is the entry:

'"The Cheetah-Girl: being the 1S not published with the collection under
the title of "The Purnle Sapnhire'. (Privately »r. edn., limited to 20 copies) -
London, 1223.' :

The press-mark is Arc.d.92.16., dut that won't do the enquirer any good,
becavse the people who run the Cambridge University Library have nasty minds and
a lot of arrogance, and they have constituted & class of books, the '"Arc" class,
that, in their moral uprightness; they withhold from the weonle who, financially,
make the University and its Library po~~ibloa

Also, in the British Museunm Catalogue, s an entry

'!'Some Vomen of the University. Being o last sele
Papers of Christopher Blayre." pp 171 - Tip. Sorelle Ne
edition 1td. to 100 copies. (The namc of the printer
as R. Stoclerell, London)."

And that's the limit of the data I have. Communication throush Philip
Allan is impogsible, because that unhanpy firm collapsed some time ago. "The
Chectah-Girl" is unavailable, for High lloral Reasons. So also is the British
asecwn volume, for recasons most neople will be a"ch of. The only remaining
gsource of information is Mr. R. Bteckwell. and this gentleman I have not, as yet
heen able to trace. Bresuaably he has no uonrection vith the oublisher, Arthur
¥, Stockwell,

Can Pido readers shed light on the mystery of Christopher Blayre?
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Those of you who can conveniently get to a "Left" bookshom, c¢.g, Collets',
of Charing Cross Road, will find it worth while to srop in and pick wr a copy of

the Leoft Book Club ddﬂtiop (1940) of Murray Constantine's "Swastilia Wight", remain-
dered at simence. Provided, of course, that you arc so nardened that you &
noi sermimle to be seen in such dens of' vice: “Srastika Might" is a striking

and -rell done picture of FBurope under Nazidom, scvien hundred years from nove
Tybe 1%'11 tell you, in spite of Mr. Churchill, what you ave f'ighting for. Ox
meybe vou don't want to Jatovr.
/TOTT This novel was first mublished in 1837 and showed a future Holy
“ermen Bnpire (worshipping the Holy Adolf Hitlew, Saviour of Cermeny and the
lorld), 21l the features of vhich were logical projections of tendencies then
vigible in Hitler's Germany It conteined remarkeble Nostradamis-like predictions,
amon.g tho‘morc lurid of which was that a certain von Hess went into voluntary.
exile shortly after the destruction of all historical Pnowlodrc, and ovassed dovm
his 1110 a nmnuscrlot containing what little remained of this knowledge.  Actuality
Just a 1littlc confrised, perhapsd « o o Qﬁ?
B W £ 5 =
It is not,- thank Heaven, ar job, ag a mere bibliophan, to lavish praise or
wage viar on the prozines, so [ dOh't nroposs to pass gcneral Judgnent on Wollheim's
brood. COSITIC and STIRRIIG SCIZICT. Por which, T hone, he is truly thankful.
However, the thing pernotrated by Basil Wells (note the surneme!) in COZILIC Ko.l,
under the title “Blncd’ is the business of the Bibliophan It is iifted,; without
the slichtest aornowlcdrbmenh, from the great Lo.W.'s "Country of the Blind".
Aa far as plot goes, it is a virtual carbon copy, though somewhat smidzed and

blurred. It follows its orisinal slavisily, except that, by vhat mst have been
a xﬁrhtv effort on his imaginntion, the autior has made his hidden race legless
instead of CJelc,sso T Imow the arpuments egainst charzes of plagierism (“mercly

ox

zpuse a plot's been used once 1ls no reason why it should ncver be used again®,
and so Porth), but this is varclaced rothery. How a widely-~read fan of Wollhcuim'sg
standing came to publish 1t T can't imasinc.
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ﬁ;lca s¢ to note, fans and fannettes, that R.%Z.lMedhurst can be contacted
at 170, 2inboroush -ohi;ﬁngggqauﬁ.W 10. I you have any bibliophanatic motcrial
you vant to put out in Bil the second, send it in by all means. Criticisms and

ns wvlﬂompd but not nﬂCC°*ﬁr31y acted upon.  Be pgood -~ RGLY
& 258 E B E AR <>,'."7>::

e e s et st ol s el s e e M et e e Sl
~~Tm;j;j - Mhny of you =ill have notﬂccd that "nomics-de-guerres’ 28/74ths. of the
ey dovn Do e Taking it to be sone joke too subtle for me, I left it
strictlv alone, but a2 later letter from RGM beging: "Hi, T've just remerbered with

o _snoesm of horror tna4 soriewhere in the depths edther of Bib. or the Analysis
Z:om;ng u»n in ﬁcyh—Qj7 - »robably the former - T've spelt 'nom de guerre' 'nomme

de guerre’. God, what an eppalling state of nind I nust be ind Wilt thou
corrcet this atrocity; please?" . To hear is to cbey ~ but. I'm still suspicious...DW
sie 2z vl ofe sl sle o s st 3l e sle sl Wl ofe oje e sl e el ol 2e st afe s we ol e e e ot 2l Sla e sfe sle e sle dlesys St s e e vle sk slesie e 3] 3 8 o8 ve e i sle ¥le st e e e e e ale ol e sievie sfesie e sle o sie e sle ok

So you see¢ that if a sillyr fool says he's sending 4 foolscop nages & really sends

%%, one has to £ill up with »adding. And froe advortisemont.  Like this, --
: READ F4Y !

READ TAY !
E 5t 3 3je sle sje i e sk sk S Al ol sk o 3 ae ot ade ode e e al
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