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THE MAKING OF THE REPRESENTATIVE FOR PLANET 8 by Doris Lessing, Cape £6.50,
145 pages Reviewed by Pauline E.Morgan.

When individuals or societies reach a crisis point they either succumb
or rise above adversity, becoming transformed. This slim novel concerns
such a crisis. The paradise of Planet 8 is suddenly transformed by the
arrival of an Ice Age. The doubts that I have of the scientific feasibility
of the situation are quietened by the skilful way in which the plight of
the people is described. This volume is linked to Shikasta, the first in
the Canopus in Argos: Archives series by Johor, who is the Canopan repres-
entative both on Shikasta and on Planet 8. In was on Shikasta that the
people of Planet 8 were offered refuge before disaster struck there. As
well as being a study of people in adversity, this is also a tribute to
the members: of Scott's Antarctic Expedition, which, as the long after-
word explains, inspired this tale.

INSIDE OUTSIDE by Philip Jose Farmer, Corgi £1.25, 135 pages
Reviewed by Bernie Morton.

Inside Qutside is set in a world vwhich we are initially lead to believe
is Hell. The main protagonist, Jack Cull, a sort of civil servant, becomes
involved with a religious fanatic and an opportunist female. This ill-ass-
orted trio, during their search for truth in the tunnels beneath this wor-
1d,find themselves in a series of dangerous situations, encountering mon-
sters, demons and earthquakes. Religious theory is freely scattered throu-
ghout the book, which I found rather difficult to read as it is not divid-
ed into chapters. Not one of Farmer's best, some of the ideas were later
used in the "Riverworld" series, to much better effect.

OTHER WORLDS by Paul Davies, Abacus (Sphere) £2.50, 207 pages
Reviewed by David A.Hardy, FRAS, FBIS.

This is not, as you may assume from the title, a book about the latest
discoveries on the planets of our Solar System. The author's intention is
to show the impact of the gquantum theory on our conception of the world---
and to progress from the peculiar behaviour of sub-atomic particles to
such wide-ranging and eternal questions as "What is man?", "Why are we
here?", and "Is our Universe a mere accident or the result of some process
of selection?”. In other words, it attempts to give scientific answers to
what were once purely questions for theologians. Pretty heavy stuff, you
may think, and it is (in parts), but there is food for many a science fic-
tion story amongst its parallel universes and ‘tunnelled space' if you
stick with it.

THE ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF SCIENCE FICTION LISTS by Mike Ashley, Virgin £1.95,
190 pages Reviewed by John Farr.
The indefatigable Mike Ashley has assembled a book containing 166 lists
connected (though not always very closely) with SF or fantasy or horror.
A few categories provide uséful information---award winners, novels on spe-
cific themes~---although that information is available elsewhere. Many more
categories are concerned with opinion (Forrest J.Ackerman's 14 Favourite
Artists, Jack Williamson's 10 Favourite Works of H.G.Wells), obscure ach-
ievements (The 10 Longest SF Writing Careers, The 4 Shortest SF Story
Titles) or oddities (7 SF Writers Who Have Appeared In Films, B SF & Fan-
tasy Writers Who Took Their Own Lives). The sheer triviality of it all is
fascinating, and I'm sure the book will sell large numbers of copies.

CRUISER DREAMS by Janet E.Morris, Fontana £1.75, 316 pages
sReviewed by Eunice Pearson.

This could have been a very enjoyable novel, with its basic theme of
an unsophisticated Earth girl in charge of a complex and sentient space-
cruiser. However, Ms Morris felt it necessary to include a millennium of
sub-plots; corruption in high places, rebellion, civil war and "Dream
Dancers"”, all intricately interwoven. (All this is not helped by the fact
that the girl loves a man with the same name as her ship, yet is married
to a sexual glutton.) Ms Morris' style is appalling. Many of her sentences
run to at least ten lines and her prose often verges on the deepest of
purples! I found this novel too derivative of McCaffrey, or trying to be,
Not recommended. |



IN THE VALLEY OF THE STATUES by Robert Holdstock, Faber £6.95, 223 pages
Reviewed by Chris Morgan.

Robert Holdstock's stories---there are eight of them here---are more
impressive than his novels. They are not printed in chronological order,
but if one looks at them that way---using the dates supplied in the copy-
right information---two things become clear. The first is a general imp-
rovement of control with passing time---the gradual suppression of purple
passages and heightening of writing skills. The second is a tendency to
move from science fiction towards fantasy. While the earlier stories, like
"Ashes" and "The Graveyard Cross", are entertaining, Holdstock's more rec-
ent work, such as "Earth and Stone" and "Mythago Wood", is of the highest
class. "Mythago Wood" was the worthy winner of the BSFA award for the best
short fiction of 1981. This is a very good collection, marred only by the
worst cover illustration of the year.

THE INFERNAL DESIRE MACHINES OF DOCTOR HOFFMAN by Angela Carter, King
Penguin £2.25, 221 pages Reviewed by Chris Morgan.
This is the most highly evolved of Angela Carter's fantasy novels.,

Within a familiar SF framework (mad scientist with beautiful daughter
threatens to destroy the world) she presents a fantastic journey through
different cultures. That journey is an educational exercise for the pro-
tagonist, the rather naive Desiderio. There are many references amongst the
plot and characters to the life and works of the Marquis de Sade, and a
reading of Angela Carter's non-fiction work on the subject, The Sadeian
Woman,will help one's comprehension of the finer points of The Infernal
Desire Machines of Doctor Hoffman. It's a marvellous novel, rising to
great heights of wit and absurdity---a joy to read.

THE NAMELESS by Ramsey Campbell, Fontana £1.25, 253 pages
Reviewed by Paul Vincent.

The young daughter of literary agent Barbara Waugh is kidnapped from
playschool, her almost unidentifiable body being found shortly afterwards.
Nine years later Barbara begins receiving phone calls from someone claim-
ing to be her daughter. Believing this to be a cruel hoax she enlists the
aid of an investigative journalist, and comes directly into conflict with
a secretive cult whose 'religion' revolves around the sadistic torture of
random victims. This story has certain parallels with the Charles Manson
case, but taken to the extreme. Believable characters and an evocative
style keep the reader absorbed throughout. Well worth buying.

THE MALACIA TAPESTRY by Brian Aldiss, Cranada £1.25, 293 pages
Reviewed by Peter Day.

Re-issue of Aldiss's tale of an age-old city-state lingering under the
enigmatic influence if its magicians---Malacia, where change is forbidden
--=-and the exploits there of Perian de Chirolo, actor and adventurer. A
skilfully-written, evocative fantasy with some elusive, slightly disturb-
ing undercurrents of mystery, yet full of action and teeming, jostling
life. Somehow, though, it lacks a sense of immediacy, distancing itself
as if it were something preserved under glass. I found it an enjoyable
piece of reading, though not entirely effortless. An interesting, subtly-
devised curio of a book.

BRING BACK YESTERDAY by A.Bertram Chandler, Sphere £1.50, 153 pages
Reviewed by Vernon Brown.
Written in 1961 and reissued several times since, this novel, although
not one of Chandler's best, makes quite good reading. A spaceship officer,
having missed his ship, gets a job investigating a scientist reputed to
have developed a time machine. Becoming embroiled in local politics he
ends up, after several near misses, in a time loop, from which... but that
would be telling. Good clean fun and a cut above your usual sSpace opera.
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Editorial NOteS Thanks to Locus, Ansible and John Brunner for news
items. Thanks to Mike Millward for the photo on p.4 and to this month's |
artists:s Ivor Latto (p.l1) and Dave Haden (pp.2 and 5)., Produced & edited
for the BSFG by Pauline E,Morgan, 39 Hollybrow, Selly Oak, B'ham 29.




