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o chairman’s report

COMMUNICATIONS FALIURE

This year we (the Committee) have been trying, really
trying, to get things moving, to explain our hopes and
ambitions, and to put our ideas across to BSFG members.
Imagine the surprise, then, when at the last meeting we
were accused of being 'secretive' and 'clique-ish’'.

Well, maybe we deserved that; maybe the shock has
done us good. Certainly, after the meeting was over, some
of the above-mentioned Committee (your truly, Margaret,
Chris, Steve, Eunice and Phill) spent some little time
analysing our performance -- after all, there's always
room for improvement.

And some good things are going to come out of the
argument; we're going to put a copy of the Committee
Minutes onto the Bulletin Board for each m=eting, and I
will invite a committee member to summarise any develop-
-ments, publicly, and look for reactions.

But you know, these aren't big issues. However you
look at it, we've been pretty good this year, with the
EGM, half-a-dozen special circulars about various matters
and of course, a greatly-expanded Newsletter in which
Eunice has been trying to represent all shades of opinion.

Still, it's worth repeating in case the message hasn't
yet gone over; there are no secrets in this Group; no
conspiracies, no undercover scheming and conniving. If
you want to know something, just ask; if you want to suggest
something, then be our guests. And if you, too, want to
enjoy the 'power' of being on Committee, well, we're sure
something can arranged for 1984!

But there is another side of the coin, one which
deserves equal mention. If you don't make any comments,
if you never write to Eunice, then you're effectively silen-
~cing yourself. After all, as I said last month, "We're
not bloody mind-readers, you know".

PETE WESTON.



Andromeda Top ten i

Dr who: EBarthshock by Terrence Dicks. (Target)
Juxtaposition by P. Anthony. (Granada)

Helliconia Spring by Brian Aldiss. (Granada)
Return of the Jedi by James Kahn. (Futura)

Tea With The Black Dragon by R. A. MacAvoy. (Corgi)
Downbelow Station by C. J. Cherryh. (Methuen)

Wargames by David Bischoff. (Penguin)

Warhound and Worlds Pain by Micheal Moorcock. (NEL)

Return of the Jedi Storybook by Joan Vinge. (Futura)

The Dragon and The George by G. R. Dickson. (Delrey-Futura)
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GUESTS, PANNEL DEBATES, ART SHOW, NOT THE FAN ROOM, NOVACON AM, BOOK ROOM
AND A WHOLE LOT MORE... GUEST OF HONOUR LISA TUTTLE AUTHOR OF FAMILIAR SPIRIT.

NOVACON 13 TAKES PLACE ON THE 4th - 6th OF NOVEMBER 1983 AT THE ROYAL ANGUS
HOTEL, BIRMINGHAM. NOVACON 13 IS THE NUMBER ONE EVENT OF THE YEAR FOR SF
FANS IN BIRMINGHAM BE THERE.......

REGISTRATION IS £7.00 ATTENDING AND £3.50 SUPPORTING.

SEND ™0 :- CHRIS DONALDSON, 46 COLWYN ROAD, BEESTON, LEEDS 11, YORKSHIRE.




BeNeLux Con =

ON PAROLE -- AN X-CON REPORT

I have been told about conventions that are held in
a couple of rooms so that you can see everyone all the
time. This was not one of those. According to the prog-
-ramng there are nine seperate rooms and so few people
that it could have been possible to leave some of them
empty for most of the time without anyone noticing. It
is quite possible that there were people there that I
never saw at all. The programme itself included all the
usual items (films, videos, speeches, art room, fan room,
book room) and a couple of others -- a writer's workshop,
(in Dutch) and displays of computers and synthesizers
(not that I bothered with these). There was, of course,
a small British contingent who could generally be found
in front of the bar. Someone may have expected this as
the location of the bar moved as many as three times a day.
I managed to see about one item of each section of the
programme in English. The films were all in English, but
included mostly films everyone had seen bhefore (2001,
Close Encounters, Logan's Run, Dr Stranglove) and only
two that I hadn't —- Charlyﬁihich the programme spelt as

As for the video programme -- I can't remember what most
of them were, (although I did type out a list at one point)
except one in German -- called Captain Puture -- the Star
Trek movie, and as I was told later, a pirate tape of a
certain film which may, or may not, have something to do
with a large reward being offered for it's capture.

ALRIGHT, SO NOW WE GOT THE CRAP OVER WITH........-..

How does anyone amnage to publish a translation of a book
two months before the original? Helliconia Zomer was
launched on saturday. The English version will appear in
November.

Personally I think this is a great idea. Someone put up a
board which anyone could write on. Like where your next
room party is coming from.

The Dutch do not speak English as often as I had been led
to believe. Unless you can get one or two of them alone,
or you're in a meeting with a guest that can't speak the

language. For this reason I may have become something

of a pain to the aforesaid guest. (Sorry.)

Someone mentioned phoning through to America to find out
the results of something (Worldcon '85 bid? Hugo awards?)
but as most people had gone home, no-one bothered. I
still don't know the results.

At the fan-room party, saturday night, Judith Hanna demons-
-trated a trick to be done with a broomstick (something
like an 'astral pole' it was called). Someone unexpectedly
managed to do this trick (but their identity will remain
secret for this report so no-one will ask me about it or
I'l1l print it elsewhere).
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All in all, this was a different kind of thing to anything
I've seen before in that all the films were old, the lang-
-uage was foriegn, and there were too few people for the
space provided. There is only one comment left. I was

told on friday night at a party that the Dutch are the best
at room parties (by a non-Dutchman) but as I have had nothing
to compare with yet, I cannot tell whether or not this is
true. ¢

WILLIAM A. McCABE.

& BERSONAL SIAIEMENT PY DAVID HARDY.

Re. Steve Green's regular letter spot in the August news-
-letter, I suppose my (edited) letter in the July issue
could be considered absurd if I hoped that Mr. G could
accept my mediatory comments without digging around for
more crap to throw. May I suggest that Steve ducks before
it hits the SF fan -- himself......

As a professional journalist, Steve should take care to
avoid making statements which are at best ambiguous, and
which could be taken as malicious innuendo or insinuation
(or perhaps that is the art of journalism?). His remark
on the 'less than praiseworthy actions of certain Novacon
12 comnittee members regarding the Art Show prizes' and
'blatant self-interest' has been lLataroreted by others
than myself as suggesting that the prizes were somehow
'rigged'. I categorically deny this.

For Lhe recored, and for the sake of any member not present
at N12, prizes for 'best fantaisy painting' and 'best SF
painting' were won by Chris Baker and myself respectively.
And, y23, w2 were both on the N12 committee, and responsible
for the Art Show (it seemed a logical idea for artists to
run the Art Show). There were no fewer than thraa actists
on the N12 committee, and when Chairman Roger Peyton
suggested having prizes for i1z Art Show we accepted that
there might be shouts of 'fix' if any of us won, though

we didn't think for a moment that anyone would be serious
if so. And since a fairly large part of the Art Show each
year features our work, it seemed a little unfair —- as
well as limiting on voters —- to exclude them from the
competition. (One could equally exclude Group committee
members from the regular monthly raffle!)
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was actually painted as a joke, to counteract the oft-repeated
remark of N12's Chairman, Rog Peyton, that my rocks look

like marshmallows. I decided to paint the sharpest, most
jagged rocks that I could -- and no-one was more surprised
than myself at the reception of this piece of artwork.

DAVID HARDY.

((If anyone should be blamed, it's me. I should never have
printed the first letter on the matter and I have learned
from this. 1I'll use my 'editorial discretion' more care-
~fully on letters I receive in future, okay? And please,
can this be the last word on the subject? Thank you...ed))



Thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue. l:)
Artwork if by Matt Brooker (the comic-strip in the centre
pages), John Dell and Phill Probert. The news was taken
from Locus. 1In the next issue there will be a review of
Shaun Hutson and his potted autobiography. Please send
lots of letters, artwork, articles etc. to Eunice Pearson
at 32 Digby House, Colletts Grove, Kingshurst, Birmingham,

B37 6JE.
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BOB SHAW will be,Andomeda Bookshop (B4 Suffolk Street, Birmingham
Birmingham) on September 16 at 1 pm. He will be signing
copies of his new book, ORBITSVILLE DEPARTURE.
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ha ncwsletter was printed by Mr
iard and his wonderous photocopier
\Many thanks.)



Eat your
heart out EBO
Leroy....

"I'm putting on my top
hat, ccss"

You want fame ? Well
fame costs and right
here is where you start
paying.....In deg food.

I'm not afraid of fame. I quite enjoy all this attention I get.
Free dog food and offers to do commercials. It's the letters from
Joe Nicholas I can't take.

I'm to star in a naw Alan Cash movie called,
'Captain Zap and the Evil Hound beast of the
Planet Orathon.'

I'm to play Captain Zap.

I'm giving up
my fame to
continue with

[ my career..

which is selling
'Zoltan' sweat-
shirts.




