






This day school will examine SF as imaginative 
writing, its connection with science fact and 
achievement as well as looking at science 
anticipations in mainstream literature. 
The day ends with an example of SF from 
the cinema. 

PROGRAMME 

10.30 am Registration and coffee. 

11.00 am LECTURE. Imaginary l ines - SF 
and the unknown. Or. Colin 
Greenland. 

1.00 pm Lunch. 

2.15 pm LECTURE. Science based SF. 
Dr. Bob Lamborne 

3.45 pm Tea. 

4.15 pm LECTURE. The futures of the past 
- writers as antennae. Or John 
Morris. 

6.00 pm ILLUSTRATED TALK. The pictorial 
art of SF. Dr. willem Hackmann 

7.00 pm Dinner. 

B.15 pm INTRODUCTION. SF on film. 
Dr. Michael Shallia. 

8.30 pm FILM. METROPOLIS by Fritz Lang 
(1926). 

Anyone interested in the above 
contact Dave Hardy for cost and other 
details. 

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD 
Department for External Studies' 

SCIENCE FACT 
AND 

SCIENCE FICTION 

A day school to be held at Rewley House, 
Wellington Square, Oxford 

on 

Saturday November 22 1986 

An extract from a letter from Helena Bowles. 

... I have a (hopefully) interesting news bulletin about a certain member of 

our exclusive little group of reality's rejects. 
Do you remember Terry Pratchett's 

"Colour of Magic" ? Good. Now you may or may not remember that he did a signing 
session at Andromeda (Yes, there is a point to all this rambling). Bethan 
had a copy autographed : 

To Bethan, 
What a great name look out for yourself i n the next book. 

(or words to that e f f e c t ) . 

Bethan has now achieved stardom i n that she appears i n "The l i g h t Fantastic* 
(the sequel) from P 78-P 216 as a l i t t l e blonde with long ha i r . 

Thanks for the l e t t e r Helena. Now that Bethan i s i f famous w i l l she s t i l l 
ta lk to us?. 



BOOK 
R E V I E W S 

THE COPPER CROWN by Patricia Kennealy, 
Grafton,£2.95,511 pages, 
reviewed by Carol Norton. 

If you were at the Anne McCaffrey meeting in 
February you may remember she recommended several 
forthcoming books to us, this is one and 1 
can only further endorse her enthusiasm this 
is an excellent book. 
Imagine this if you can, it is the year 3512 A.D. 
and the Terran probe ship SWORD is on a 5 year 
mission (now where have I heard that before?) 
to investigate habited and uninhabited planetary 
bodies with a view to diplomatic relations (the 
former) or colonisation (the latter), when they 
do encounter aliens they have a surprise in store 
.these aliens speak LATIN'.'. 
As it turns out the explanation is quite simple, 
they are the decendants of the survivors of Atlantis 
who originally settled in the Keltic areas of 
Europe but were driven out of Ireland by Patrick 
(remember he is supposed to have rid Ireland of 
snakes - for snakes read Kelts). But instead 
of crossing the Atlantic to the Americas they 
crossed the stars to a new star system they 
called Keltia, and established a new and highly 

sophisticated colony there. 
The crew of the Sword are welcomed into the royal court on Keltia and there is 
talk of an alliance with Terra. This is seen as a threat by keltia's enemies 
the Imparium and The Phalanx and they wage war on Keltia. The Sword's crew 
become instrumental in this war in more ways than one. ' 
I must admit this is an excellent novel, I can't wait for the sequel THE 
THRONE OF SCONE, to come out. If I had to pick one fault with this book I 
would perhaps say that this is an SF book , so who put a Fantasy cover on it? 

TAILCHASER'S SONG by Tad Williams, Futura, 330 pages, £2.95, reviewed by 
Tony Morton. 

As quoted on the blurb, this is the cat equivalent of Watership Down. It 
is a well written fantasy novel revolving around the Tailchaser of the title, 
who becomes involved in mysterious and macabre goings-on in the cat world 
while undertaking a 'quest' for a lost friend. Interestingly, Tailchaser 
is not the hero of the novel, but 'plays his part'. I found it an interesting 
and balanced fantasy and although there are long passages explaining journeys 
undertaken, which may become tedious, it does give a feel of time being 
taken to travel to places (a la Tolkein). The settings are well thought out 
and explained as are the characters involved. Like Watership Down it is more 
a juvenile fantasy - but that's not a rebuke. Well worth a read if only 
for the author's knowledge of cats. I enjoyed it. 
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MAGIC KINGDOM FOR SALE - SOLD , by Terry Brooks, Macdonald, £9.95, 324 pages, 
reviewed by Carol Morton. 

This l ight-hearted and easy read revolves around Ben Holiday - a widower 
(his wife Annie and thei r unborn ch i ld died i n a car accident two years 
before th is story s t a r t s ) . Ben comes home one night and finds i n his mailbox 
a catalogue addressed to Annie. This i s no ordinary run-o f - the-mi l l catalogue 
i t i s from Rosen's Ltd. :and i s the store 's annual Christmas Wishbook. The 
offerings in the catalogue were one-of-a-kind oddit ies that cannot be found 
elsewhere, such as dinner for two i n the private Cal i fornia home of a famous 
movie s tar , a bot t le of 150 year o ld wine, a gold toothpick, mink coats for 
l i t t l e g i r l ' s dol ls and a magic kingdom called Landover. 
Ben i s intr igued by th is last o f fer ing and at f i r s t doubts the authent ic i ty 
of such an o f fe r ing , but i t turns out i t i s genuine, Rosen's do have a magic 
kingdom for sale, i n which the purchaser would become King. The pr ice i s 
$ 1,000,000. Ben, who since the death of Annie has become disenchanted with 
l i f e , buys the kingdom and i s magically transported there. However a l l i s not 
as i t seemed, the kingdom i s magic but without a King to uphold the magic 
i n the kingdom the magic has been leaking a away leaving behind a sadly tat tered 
and tarnished kingdom. Ben decides that he w i l l stay on as King and t ry to br ing 
the magic back, but he must f i r s t meet the challenge of a duel to the death 
with the Iron Hark an 'ugly and t e r r i b l e demon'. 
I f you l i ke deep thought-provoking novels - leave th is alone. This i s a very 
l ightweight easy to read books, j us t r igh t for those days when you don't 
want to have to think too hard but you want a book that helps you escape 
the real world and i t s worr ies. 

THE OTHERS by Alison Prince, Methuen, £7.95, Reviewed by Chris Chivers. 

Alison Prince has created a pleasant post-holocaust story for teenagers i n 
her book THE OTHERS. The story i s set between two cultures of the Underhills 
and the ru l ing class of The Others i n Air C i ty . 
The plot concerns Ergo who, l i ke most of the underh i l l people, i s mutated 
to do a specif ic task i n the a n t h i l l - l i k e world that he l ives i n . During his 
routine work he meets with a g i r l from The Others, and as the i r relat ionship 
develops Ergo finds out there are dissident elements i n both soc ie t ies . 
Through Ergo's escapades he i s elemental i n helping to break down the Barriers 
between both groups. 
Very much a teenager's book, THE OTHERS is a well-written story and a good introd-
uction to the world of Science Fiction literature, and Alison Prince has 
created a set of characters that the reader would like to find out more about. 

THE DOINGS OF RAFFLES HAW by Arthur Conan Doyle, Greenhill £8.95, 
257 pages Reviewed by Chris Morgan 

This lesser known novel of Doyle's (first published in 1892) is 
a morality story on the basis of the love of money being the root 
of all evil. The curiously named Raffles Haw is an enigmatic young 
man possessing unlimited wealth, who comes to live in a purpose-
built mansion near the town of "Tamfield", not far from Birmingham. 
He tries to use his money wisely to help those in real need, yet many 
of the people so helped come to expect a handout in other words, 
are corrupted. In particular, Haw falls for Laura Mclntyre, and the 
prospect of her marrying into wealth makes her father and brother 
greedy. Even Laura herself is prepared to dismiss her existing 
fiance" with barely a thought in the excitement of sharing such a 
fortune. 

The SF elements of the book stem from two sources the scientific 
discovery that produces Haw's wealth and the gadgets with which he 
has surrounded himself. The latter are amusingly mechanical in the 
manner of Heath Robinson's illustrations, and they include automatic 
doors and a primitive automatic drinks machine. Brian Stableford's 
brief afterword places the novel in its historical context. 
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OLYMPIAN NIGHTS by John Kendrick Bangs, Greenhill £.8.95, 225 pages 
Reviewed by Chris Morgan 

Around the turn of the century Bangs was renowned for his very 
silly novels of humorous fantasy, particularly A Houseboat on the 
Styx. Olympian Nights, first published in 1902, is typical of his 
work. The novel's unnamed narrator, an American writer, is visiting 
Greece when circumstances allow him to meet the gods, still living 
on Mount Olympus. The romp that follows is aimless, taking in long 
dialogues with several gods including Cupid (now an elevator boy), 
Adonis (a valet) and Jupiter himself, who still rules the gods but 
also enjoys a game of golf, (on an 18-hole course that girdles the 
planet Mars:). The book is a quick read, still very amusing in 
places. It consists mainly of verbal humour, telling the reader a 
little of how the Americans of 1902 viewed the ancient Greeks, but 
without reaching the peaks of satire. This edition has the benefit of 
an interesting afterword by Brian Stableford. 

A PRINCESS OF THE CHAMELN (£3.50, 275pp); YORATH THE WOLF (£2.95,178pp) 
both by Cherry Wilder, Unicorn. Reviewed by Pauline Morgan. 

These are the first two parts of a fantasy trilogy. The first, 
A Princess of the Chameln, deals with the escape of Aidris when the 
Chameln lands are invaded by the armies of Mel'nir and her waiting 
until the time comes for her to reclaim the throne. The second, Yorath 
the Wolf, follows the life of the grandson of the Great King of Mel'nir, 
the one it is prophesied will kill him. Thus he is raised secretly. 
The volumes may be read separately as the paths of Aidris and Yorath 
cross only once, and that briefly. 

Although they are nicely written there is something missing. Perhaps 
the problem is that these characters spend much of their life away 
from where the real action is true each is involved in battles but 
mostly they do not initiate them. There is never a feeling that they are. 
in real danger, they come through their trials with charmed lives. 
Since neither Aidris or Yorath are truly in control of their own 
lives they seem of lesser importance than those that hover at the edge 
of vision, who pull the strings and order the events that affect these 
two. These are the ones who need to take centre stage. 

HEART'S BLOOD by Jane Yolen, Futura £2.50, 238 pages 
Reviewed by Pauline Morgan. 

This makes quite a good juvenile fantasy though I feel this is not 
what the author intended it to be. It is the sequel to Dragon's Blood 
in which the young hero, Jakkin, won his dragon. In this novel Jakkin 
is dragged into political intrigue because of Akki, the girl he loves, 
but hasn't seen for a year. Everything about this book is sentimental 
and most of the nasty things happen at a distance and never do we feel 
that the characters suffer. 

It is perhaps no coincidence that the native population are Austarians 
and that the planet was once a penal colony. On the whole, the book lacks 
imagination. 

MAN OF TWO WORLDS by Frank and Brian Herbert, Gollancz £9.95, 317 pages 
Reviewed by Pauline Morgan. 

A Dreen is an alien that can 'idmage'. It rearranges atoms to 
create something new. One of them idmaged Earth, and that, some Dreens 
think, was- a mistake. 

Ryll is a young Dreen who goes joy-riding in a space ship designed 
to erase Earth. He collides with an Earth ship piloted by Lutt Hanson 
Jr. Both are potentially fatally injured but Ryll is able to use Lutt's 
body mass to mend his own body but as he has to take on Lutt's appearance 
he finds himself stuck with Lutt's personality as well. The Earthman 
tends to be the more dominant. 

The novel begins slowly but as it progresses a sense of fun on the 
part of the authors begins to show through; Dreens get high on basil 
and the French Foriegn Legion is at war with the Chinese on Venus (its 
troops are served by a huge floating brothel). Throughout the Dreen/ 
Human interactions are the most interesting parts of this book. 



WHITE WING by Gordon Kendall, Sphere, £2.95, 308 Pages, reviewed by Carol Morton 

The Earth has been destroyed in a bat t le with the planet and power-hungry 
Se j ied i . Earth's survivors are treated as refugees and are not real ly accepted 
in to the Galactic League. The one way that "Earthers" can gain any measure 
of honour and pride i s to j o in the White Wing of the t i t l e . The League f ights 
the Sej out i n space i n a one-to-one combat, l i ke the dogfights i n the Batt le 
of Br i ta in but using spacecraft not s p i t f i r e s . These spacecraft are grouped 
in to wings each wing coming from a planetary system and each having i t s own 
colour. Thus when "Earthers" j o in the wings they are given the colour white 
which seems apt as i t i s the universal colour of mourning. 
Naturally the White Wing become the best p i l o t s , and hence, the best f i gh te rs . 
This makes them even less popular and there are frequent ca l ls for. the White 
Wing to be disbanded and for them to give up their home, a moon which has been 
p a r t i a l l y terra-formed. The story revolves around one ' f l i g h t ' of the White 
Wing, end how they are picked out by in te l l igence to do some d i r t y and hence 
enemy-making jobs. 
The b lurb-wr i ters do no jus t ice to th is book, i n fact the blurb i s a complete 
pu t -o f f . This i s a t i gh t l y -w r i t t en work, with fast-paced action and suspenseful 

' p l o t , i t i s somewhat i n the vein of E. E. 'Doc' Smith's LENSMEN books but 
without the gung-ho hero s t y l e . 

TRUMPS OF DOOM by Roger Zelazny, Sphere £2.50, 217 pages 
Reviewed by Chris Morgan 

If you've read Zelazny's Amber se r ies y o u ' l l want to read t h i s , 
because i t ' s number s ix in the s e r i e s . This time, instead of Corwin 
t e l l i n g the s to ry i t ' s Merlin, Corwin's son. In fac t , Zelazny plays 
with h i s readers , not mentioning Amber or l e t t i n g on tha t t h i s _is 
Corwin's son for the best part of 100 pages. I found the f i r s t par t 
i n t e r e s t i n g , even i f a l i t t l e slow (but with some marvellous 
desc r ip t ive passages) . Then the action moves to Amber i t s e l f , we 
meet various of the princes and pr incesses , and the s tory r ea l ly 
takes off. Unfortunately, i t s tays (to extend my metaphor) up in 
the a i r , with too many questions or unexplained events and too few .-, 
answers. I hope the next volume comes soon. 

THE MAGIC COTTAGE by James Herbert , Hodder& Stoughton £9 .95 , 308 pages 
Reviewed by Pauline Morgan. 

When Midge, an a r t i s t , and Mike, a musician, are seeking a house out 
of London, one i so l a t ed cottage in the depths of the New Forest draws 
them. The p o t e n t i a l obstacles to the purchase disappear overnight . 
I n i t i a l l y everything i s pe r fec t , magic,even. But almost from the moment 
t h a t they meet the Synerg i s t s , members of a s t range r e l i g ious sec t , th ings 
begin to change, subt ly a t f i r s t but with gather ing momentum. 

James Herber t continues to develop away from the novels tha t brought 
him ear ly success . Gone i s the buckets of blood approach with some
th ing grisly on a l t e r n a t e pages. Instead the re i s a build up throughout 
the novel from a benevolent beginning to a h o r r i f i c climax. By abandoning 
the gruesome and concentra t ing on the supernatural he has allowed the s k i l l 
of h i s wr i t ing to show through. . 

Thank yous this month go to 

Chris and Pauline Morgan for the reviews. 
Helena Bowles for the letter. 
Dave Hardy for the Oxford University day school. 
Chris Chivers for his review. 
Tim Standard for letting us use his photocopier to print this. 
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