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The m on th ly  new s le tte r o f  the B irm ingham  Science Fiction Group 
(Honorary Presidents: Brian W A ld iss & H arry Harrison)

G r o u p  C h a ir m a n  - B e r n ie  Ev a n s , S e c r e t a r y  - R ic h a r d  S t a n d a g e , N e w s l e t t e r  Ed it o r  - M a r t in  T u d o r , 
T r e a s u r e r  - H e l e n a  Bo w l e s , Pu b l ic it y  O f f ic e r  - S t e v e  J o n e s , O r d in a r y  M e m b e r s  - M ic k  Ev a n s  &  

D a v id  H u n t e r , N o v a c o n  24 C h a ir m a n  - R ic h a r d  S t a n d a g e , N o v a c o n  25 C h a ir m a n  - T o n y  M o r t o n .

This month’s speaker is

ANGUS WELLS
who will present a talk entitled 

"SF EDITOR VIA WESTERNS TO FANTASY" 
on Friday 15th July 1994,7.45 for 8.00pm

Admittance: Members £2.50 Visitors £3.75 
(half-price for 14-18 year olds on production of proof of age).

Angus W ells was bom  in 1943, previously a paperbacks editor, he has written Westerns and fantasy as 
well as editing a series o f  collections o f  the "best o f ' various sf writers. Most o f  his novels have been 

Westerns under the names o f  Charles L Pike, James A Muir and others. As Ian Evans he wrote 
STARMAIDENS (1977) an s f  tv tie. Under the house name Richard Kirk, which he shared with Robert 

Holdstock, he contributed to the "Raven" fantasy series SWORDMISTRESS OF CHAOS (1978) with 
Holdstock and, solo, THE FROZEN GODS (1978) and A TIME OF DYING (1979). Under his own name 

he has written the "Book o f  the Kingdoms" fantasy sequence - WRATH OF ASHAR (1988), THE 
USURPER (1989) and THE WAY BENEATH (1989) - and begun a second sequence, the "Godwars" books, 
with FORBIDDEN MAGIC (1991) and DARK MAGIC (1994). In 1973-75 he edited a series o f  collections 

assembling for British readers the "best of" various sf writers, including: THE BEST OF ISAAC ASIMOV 
(2 volumes 1973), THE BEST OF ARTHUR C CLARKE (2 volumes 1973), THE BEST OF ROBERT A 

HEINLEIN (2 volumes 1973), THE BEST OF JOHN WYNDHAM (1973), THE BEST OF FRITZ LEIBER (1974), 
THE BEST OF A E VAN VOGT (1974), THE BEST OF FRANK HERBERT (1975) and THE BEST OF 

CLIFFORD D SIMAK (1975). H is latest novel, LORDS OF THE SKY(M illennium, £14.99, £8 .99), 
concerns a world where warmongering sorcerers take to the skies in awesome ships, and has earned 
praise even from Roger Peyton o f  Andromeda Bookshop, who exclaimed "Yeah, I know it has got a 

dragon on the cover - but it is still a really good cover, very eye catching that red...".
[Many thanks to  the ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SF f o r  m ost the above information.]

The BSFG meets at 7.45pm on the 3rd Friday of every month (unless otherwise notified) 
in the upstairs Function Room of the Australian Bar, corner of Hurst Street and 

Bromsgrove Street in Birmingham city centre. The annual subscription rates (which 
include twelve copies of this newsletter and reduced price entry to meetings) are £10.00 
per person, or £13.50 for 2 members at the same address. Cheques etc. payable to "the 

Birmingham Science Fiction Group", via the treasurer Helena Bowies at meetings or by 
post c/o Bernie Evans (address below). Book reviews and review copies should be sent to 
the reviews editor Bernie Evans, 121 Cape Hill, Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands, B66 
4SH (tel: 021 558 0997). All other contributions and enquiries regarding the Brum Group 
News to: Martin Tudor, 845 Alum Rock Road, Birmingham, B8 2AG (tel: 021 327 3023).



C O L O P H O N

The c o n te n ts  of th is  is s u e  a re  co p y rig h t 1994 
the  BSFG, on b eh a lf  o f  the  c o n tr ib u to r s ,  

to  whom a l l  r ig h ts  r e v e r t  on p u b lic a tio n .

P ersonal o p in io n s e x p re sse d  in th i s  
p u b lic a tio n  do not n e c e s s a r i ly  r e f l e c t  

th o se  of the  com m ittee o r th e  membership 
o f the  Birmingham Science  F ic tio n  Group.

All te x t  by M artin  Tudor 
except where s t a te d  o th e rw ise .

This p u b lic a t io n  was p r in te d  
on the CRITICAL WAVE p h o to co p ie r. 
C ontact the  e d i t o r ia l  a d d re ss  fo r 

d e ta i l s  o f WAVE'S c o m p e titiv e  p r ic e s .

Many thanks th i s  i s s u e  to  BERNIE EVANS 
for her C h a ir 's  B it and fo r ty p in g  

the book rev iew s, STEVE GREEN,
CRITICAL WAVE, MATRIX and WHAT'S 

ON for the news in  th e  Jophan Report 
and Events l i s t i n g  and, of co u rse , TONY 

BERRY for th e  u se  o f  h is  sp a re  room.

F O R T H C O M I N G  

E V E N T S

15 JULY 1994: ANGUS WELLS, SF e d i to r ,  w e s te rn  
w r i te r  and fa n ta sy  a u th o r  w il l  sp e ak  to  th e  
Group, 7.45pm fo r  8pm in  th e  u p s ta i r s  room o f  
th e  A u s tra lia n  Bar on H urst S t r e e t .

16 JULY 1994: ANGUS WELLS w ill  be s ig n in g  
c o p ies of LORDS OF THE SKY a t  Andromeda 
Bookshop, 64 S u ffo lk  s t r e e t ,  Birmingham, from 
noon. C all 021 643 1999 fo r f u r th e r  d e ta i l s .

UNTIL 16 JULY 1994: THE LAST SHOT, the un to ld  
s to ry  o f  the Three Musketeers . "A thos fe e ls  
she  has been m is re p re se n te d ; now is  h er 
chance to  put th e  s to r y  s t r a ig h t . . .  I t is  
1666. The G reat F ire  ra g e s  in London. P lague 
sw eeps th rough  th e  c i ty  and a p lo t is  
h a tch in g  to  b rin g  war to  th e  whole o f  Europe. 
Only th re e  people can h e lp  and they  have 
r e t i r e d .  Can P o rth o s , Aramis and Athos be 
p ersuaded  to  r id e  ag a in ?  T his is  th e  Three 
M usketeers* f in a l, most s e c re t  and ch a llen g in g

a d v e n tu re ... only now can th e  t r u th  be 
re v e a le d , o f a m ission  so  se c re t  i t  has been 
la n g u ish in g  in th e  v a u l ts  of a French c a s t l e  
fo r  300 y ea rs . From v ic io u s man t r a p s  to  
g ia n t  s p id e rs  and e v i l  m agicians, th e  Three 
M usketeers must run , jump, ju g g le  and bounce 
th e i r  way th rough  th e  show, helped by any 
members o f th e  aud ience  who d are! T h is 
w o n d erfu lly  o r ig in a l  ad v en tu re  fo r 7 year 
o ld s  and over and th e i r  fam ilie s  has a l l  the  
c o lo u r  and humour o f th e  c ircu s; f i r e  e a tin g , 
ju g g lin g , s t i l t  w alking, p y ro tech n ic s  and crazy  
b a t t l e s  w ith  sw ords and se a  food!" The Mac 
Open Air Arena, t i c k e ts  £4.95, c a l l  021 440 
3838 fo r f u r th e r  d e ta i l s .

15 -16  JULY 1994: THE WRONG TROUSERS, 
CREATURE COMFORTS, A GRAND DAY OUT by Nick 
Park and S teve  Box, p lu s  th e  O scar nom inated 
ADAM d ir e c te d  by P e te r  Lord. The Mac cinema 
6pm F riday , 2.30pm S aturday . C a ll 021 440 
3838 fo r t ic k e ts .

16, 17 4 24 JULY 1994: THE EAGLE HAS LANDED
th e  Apollo 11 S ilv e r  A nniversary  o f Man on 
th e  Moon w il l  be c e le b ra te d  a t the  Museum o f 
Science  and In d u stry , Newhall S t r e e t ,  
Birmingham, by a s e r i e s  of i l l u s t r a t e d  ta lk s  
s t a r t i n g  a t  2pm each day and on th e  24 Ju ly  a 
chance to  se e  BSFG member and space  a r t i s t  
David Hardy c r e a te  a lu n a r  landscape. C a ll 
021 235 1661 fo r  d e ta i l s ,  adm ission  f re e .

Both Apollo Astronauts, Lunar Landing, Rover, 

painted by David Hardy



26 JULY 1994: DR D H TWISS, Chief P h y s ic is t ,
Royal H o sp ita l, Wolverhampton w ill  d e liv e r  a 
le c tu r e  on a su b je c t to  be announced a t th e  
Birmingham and Midland I n s t i tu te ,  M argaret 
S t r e e t ,  Birmingham c i ty  c e n tre . P art of the  
Ha n d fo rd  Science le c tu r e s , c a l l  021 236 3591 
fo r  f u r th e r  d e ta i l s .

2 9 -31  JULY 1994: WINCON I I I  s f  conven tion  a t 
King A lf re d 's  C ollege, W inchester. Theme: 
"Science F ic tio n  -  Ideas in Focus". G u ests  of 
honour: A lg is Budrys, James P Hogan and 
Norman S pinrad . W rite rs ' Workshop w ith  C olin 
G reenland. A ttend ing  £23.00, su p p o rtin g
£16.00. Day r a t e s  £5.00 (Friday), £15.00 
(S a tu rd ay ), £15.00 Sunday. Accommodation: 
£ 1 8 .0 0 /n ig h t B&B. C ontact: K eith C o s s le t t ,  12 
Crow sbury C lose, Emsworth, H ants., P010 7TS.

7 AUGUST 1994: SUMMER IN SPACE Sunday 
a f te rn o o n  ta lk  from 2pm a t  th e  Museum of 
S cience  and In d u stry . "Comets, s ig n p o s ts  in 
h is to ry ,  g u id e  us around th e  E arth  and th e  
s o la r  sy stem  in  th e  P lan e ta ry  S o c ie ty 's  
r e g u la r  ta lk  g iven  by Andy Lound -  who a ls o  
s to p s  o f f  a t  th e  p lan e t Uranus." C a ll 021 
235 1661 fo r  f u r th e r  d e ta i l s ,  adm ission  f re e .

9 -11  AUGUST 1994: TALES OF TRANSFORMATIONS -
s t o r i e s  and m yths from around the  world t e l l  
why th in g s  a re  made in  the  way they  a re . 
Hear t a le s  o f  m agical a n d  cunning tra n sfo rm ­
a t io n s ,  and of costum es and d isg u is e s . 
Museum and Art G alle ry , 11.30am and 2pm. 
C a ll 021 235 2834 fo r f u r th e r  d e ta i l s ,  
adm iss ion  fre e .

11-20  AUGUST 1994: COUNT DRACULA by Ted
T il le r ,  a G oth ic  t h r i l l e r  in th re e  a c ts  based  
on th e  s to r y  by Bram S toker. At the  Old Rep 
T h e a tre , S ta t io n  S tre e t  from 7.30pm. P roceeds 
in  a id  o f Birmingham C hild rens H o sp ita l I.T.U. 
Fund. A d u lts  £6, c h ild re n  £4. Advance book­
ing v ia  Town H all Box O ffice  on 021 236 2392, 
t i c k e t s  a ls o  a v a ila b le  from T h ea tre  Box O ffice  
on the  even ing  o f th e  perform ance.

13 AUGUST 1994: RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARCHIVES
2 -  media ev en t, 10.30am to  10.30pm a t 
Stourbridge Town Hall. C ontact: K aleidoscope, 
93 Old Park Road, Dudley, West M idlands, DY1 
3NE, fo r f u r th e r  d e ta i l s .

19 AUGUST 1994: CHRISTOPHER EVANS a u th o r  o f 
AZTEC CENTURY w ill  speak  to  th e  Group, 7.45pm 
fo r  8pm in th e  u p s ta ir s  room of th e  A u s tra l­
ian  Bar on H urst S tre e t .

SUMMER 1994: Beer & S k i t t le s  Evening c a l l  
H elena Bowles on 021 558 7591 fo r d e ta i l s .

I - 5  SEPTEMBER 1994: CON AD IAN, 52nd w orld 
sc ie n c e  f ic t io n  conven tion , a t  the  W innipeg 
Convention C en tre . G u ests  of Honour Anne 
McCaffrey, G eorge Barr, Barry B Longyear, Fan 
G uest o f Honour R obert Runte. C ontact: Helen 
McCarthy, 147 F ra n c is  Road, London, E10 6NT.

16 SEPTEMBER 1994: ROBERT HOLDSTOCK sc ie n c e  
f i c t io n  and f a n ta s y  a u th o r  w il l  speak  to  th e  
Group, 7 .45pm fo r  8pm in  th e  u p s ta ir s  room o f 
th e  A u s tra l ia n  Bar on H urst S t r e e t .

17 SEPTEMBER 1994: ROBERT HOLDSTOCK w ill  be 
s ig n in g  a t  Andromeda Bookshop, 84 S u ffo lk  
s t r e e t ,  Birmingham. C a ll 021 643 1999 for 
f u r th e r  d e ta i l s .

26 SEPTEMBER -  1 OCTOBER 1994: RETURN TO THE 
FORBIDDEN PLANET a t  th e  Birmingham Hippo­
drome. M onday-Thursday 7.30pm, F riday  5pm, 
8.30pm, S a tu rd ay  4pm, 8pm. P ric e s  Monday- 
Thursday £17.50, £15, £12, £10, £8; F riday  & 
S a tu rd ay  ev en in g s £19.50, £17, £15, £11, £9; 
F riday  5pm a l l  s e a t s  £7.50; S a tu rd ay  4pm £14, 
£12, £10, £8, £7. C a ll 0 2 1 -6 2 2 -7 4 8 6  fo r 
f u r th e r  booking in fo rm atio n .

30 SEP -  2 OCT 1994: FANTASYCON 19. Annual 
B r i t is h  fa n ta sy  conven tion , Midland H otel, New 
S t r e e t ,  Birmingham. A tten d in g  £30.00, su p ­
p o r tin g  £15.00. GoHs K ath erin e  K urtz and 
B rian Lumley, MoC Graham Joyce. C ontact: 137 
P rio ry  Road, H all Green, Birmingham, B28 0TG.

2 1 -2 4  OCTOBER 1994: ALBACON '94. C e n tra l 
H otel, Glasgow. A tten d in g  £25.00, supp. £15.00 
u n t i l  31 A p ril 1994. C on tac t: M. D rayton, 10 
A tla s  Road, S p ringburn , Glasgow, G21 4TE.

4 -6  NOVEMBER 1994: NOVACON 24 th e  Brum 
G roup 's own s f  co n v en tio n  a t  th e  Royal Angus 
H otel. G uest o f  Honour Graham Joyce. A ttend ­
ing  £25.00, su p p o r tin g  £8.00. Cheques payab le  
to  "Novacon 24" sh o u ld  be s e n t  to : CAROL 
MORTON, 14 Park S t r e e t ,  Lye, S to u rb r id g e , West 
M idlands, DY9 8SS.

I I - 1 3  NOVEMBER 1994: UNIFICATION '94 m u lti-  
media conven tion  a t  th e  Grand H otel, Birm ing­
ham. QUANTUM LEAP, STAR TREK, DR WHO, ROBIN 
OF SHERWOOD, STAR WARS, V, TIME TRAX, DS9 and 
many more, p lu s  g u e s ts ,  q u iz z e s  and games. 
For fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  w r ite  to: u n if ic a tio n , 
C lif to n  House, 27 C lif to n  P lace, Newton Bar, 
W akefield, WF1 3JH.

11-14 NOVEMBER 1994: CULT TV "an a p p re c ia t io n  
weekend" a t S e a c ro f t H oliday V illag e , Hemsby, 
N orfolk, from £59.00 per ’ a d u lt . G u ests  
include: H arlan E lliso n , S y lv ia  Anderson,



A nnette Andre, Sophie A idred, V ic to r 
Pemberton, Barry L e t ts ,  Deborah Wat lin g . For 
fu r th e r  d e ta i l s  c a l l :  0772-622555 , o r send  a 
SSAE to  CULT TV, PO Box 1701, P e te rb o ro u g h , 
PEI iEX.

18 NOVEMBER 1994: BSFG VS BIRMINGHAM 
UNIVERSITY SF & FANTASY SOCIETY in  th e  an n u a l 
d ebate . I f  you 're  in te r e s te d  in  r e p re s e n t in g  
the BSFG p le a se  c o l l  B ernie Evans on 021 558
0997.

28 NOVEMBER -  3 DECEMBER 1994: THE ROCKY 
HORROR SHOW 2 i s t  B irthday  P a rty , Birmingham
Hippodrome. Call 021 622 7486 fo r bookings.

14-17 APRIL 1995: CONFABULATION 46 th  UK
N ational s f  con a t  th e  Br i ta n n ia  In te rn a t io n a l  
H otel, London. GoHs L ois M cMasters Bujold, Bob 
Shaw and Roger Robinson. A tten d in g  £20.00, 
su p p o rtin g  £10.00 b e fo re  31 December 1994. 
Contact: C on fab u la tio n , 3 York S t r e e t ,  
A ltrincham , C heshire , WA15 9QH.

24-28 AUGUST 1995: INTERSECTION, 53rd  w orld­
con, S c o t t is h  E x h ib itio n  and C onference C en tre , 
Glasgow, G uests o f honour Samuel R Delany, 
Gerry Anderson, VinC C larke. A tten d in g  £60.00 
u n t i l  30 Septem ber 1994. S u p p o rtin g  and Jun ­
io r (24.8.80) £15.00, C hild  (24.8.88) £5.00. 
C ontact: Admail 336, Glasgow, G2 IBR, S co tlan d ,

3-5  NOVEMBER 1995: NOVACON 25 th e  Brum 
G roup's own s f  co n v en tio n  a t  a  new venue -  
the Cham berlain H ote l, A lc e s te r  S t r e e t ,  
Birmingham. G u ests  o f  Honour: B rian  W A ld iss , 
Harry H arrison  and Bob Shaw, w ith  S p e c ia l 
Guest Ia in  Banks. C u rre n tly  m em bership is  
only a v a ila b le  to  members o f  NOVACON 24 , who 
should  send £20.00 to  CAROL MORTON, 14 Park 
S t re e t ,  Lye, S to u rb r id g e , West M idlands, DY9

8SS, cheques sh o u ld  be made payab le  to  
“Novacon 25". M em berships w il l  r i s e  to  £23.00 
a t  Novacon 24 and w il l  be a v a i la b le  to  non- 
members o f  NOVACON 24 from 7 November 1994 
fo r  £25.00. Room r a t e s  a re  £20.00 p er p erson  
p e r  n ig h t in  tw in /d o u b le  and £40.00 pppn in  a 
s in g le , p r ic e s  in c lu d e  f u l l  E n g lish  b re a k fa s t .

5 -8  APRIL 1996: EVOLUTION 47 th  UK N ational 
Convention, M etropoie H otel, B righ ton . G uests 
o f honour: Colin G reenland, Bryan T a lb o t, Jack 
Cohen. A ttend ing  £20.00, su p p o r tin g  £12.00. 
C ontact: 13 L in d fie ld  G ardens, Hampstead, 
London, NW3 6PX.

27 DEC 1999 -  2 JAN 2000: MILLENNIUM. Venue 
to  be announced, but d e f in i te ly  in N orthern  
Europe (probably a BeNeLux c o u n try  o r UK), 
£3.00 (f 10.00) per  y ea r , to  be ded u c ted  from 
e v e n tu a l membership fee  ( to  be announced b e fo re  
1997). C ontact: Malcolm Reid, 2/R, 9 A ir lie  
S t r e e t ,  Hyndland, Glasgow, G12 9RJ,

00000

Although d e ta ils  a r e  correct to the best 
o f  my knowledge, I  advise readers to contact 
organ izers p r io r  to tra v e llin g

Always enclose a stamped, se lf-add re ssed  
envelope when w r it in g  to any o f  the above 
contact addresses. P lease mention the BRUM 
GROUP NEWS when rep ly ing  to l is t in g s  o r 
advertisements.

I f  you know o f  any events which you 
th ink may be o f  in te re s t to members o f  the 
BSFG please send d e ta ils  to the Ed ito r.

I f  you have attended any events or seen 
any film s or videos that you would lik e  to 
recommend to other members (or warn them o f)  
p lease fee l free to w rite  a report /review  and 
send i t  to the e d ito r ia l address.

EXCLUSIVE OFFER TO MEMBERS OF NOVACON 24
Join Novacon 25 now at £20

FOUR Guests of Honour : B R IA N  A L D ISS, HARRY H A R R ISO N , BOB  
SHAW and IA IN  B A N K S  have all agreed to come celebrate the event.

A new location with superb facilities/function space and bar. Room rates 
have been negotiated at £40.00 per room per night including full English 
Breakfast, this means tw o people sharing a twin or double w ill only pay 
£20.00 per person per night.

The reason we need your support now is to secure this excellent hotel for 
our exclusive use and as a new hotel they require a deposit for us to do 
this.

Send cheques made payable to ’’NOVACON 2 5 ” to:-
CAROL. MORTON, 14 Park Street, Lye, Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY9
8SS.

This offer is only available to members of Novacon24



THE VIEW FROM THE CHAIR 
by B ern ie  Evans

I t 's  now h a lf-w a y  th rough  the  year (not 
co un ting  th e  A G M), my s ix th  m eeting a s  
Chairman, so  i t  seem s a good time to  s to p  and 
th in k , tak e  s to c k , d ecide  i f  w e're going in th e  
r ig h t  d ir e c t io n  e tc  e tc .

In my p la tfo rm  p u b lish ed  in the Ja n u ary  
is s u e  o f th e  n e w s le t te r  I had the fo llow ing  
to  say.-- "One th in g  I do in ten d  to  do is  g e t 
th e  INTERSECTION peop le along to  g iv e  
p r e s e n ta tio n , p a r t ly  because  I th ink  we sh o u ld  
know what th e y 'r e  up to , and p a r t ly  b ecause , 
a s  the  o ld e s t  e s ta b l is h e d  and la rg e s t  s f  
group  in B r ita in , I th in k  we shou ld  be g e t t in g  
o u rse lv e s  invo lved  in some way."

Well, I d id  th a t ,  and fa r  from becoming 
involved, many members d id n 't  even a t te n d  th e  
m eeting  to  find  ou t what g e tt in g  invo lved  
might mean. In my la s t  s t i n t  as Chairman a 
few y ea rs  ago we could  depend on members 
tu rn in g  up whoever th e  sp eak er was, sim ply to  
s u p p o r t  t h e  G ro u p . I t  seem s th a t su p p o rt 
is  no lo n g e r to  be depended on.

I a ls o  s a id  in  my p la tfo rm :-  "On th e  n a tu re  o f  
m eetings: t h i s  Group is  fo r  th e  b e n e f it o f ALL 
i t s  members. I w il l  be w illin g  to  hear su g g e s­
tio n s  from any and everyone of you. I w on't 
l i s t e n  to  co m p la in ts  from anyone who has no 
id e a s  o f t h e i r  own to  put forw ard, I p a r t ­
ic u la r ly  w on't l i s t e n  to  th o se  who com plain 
th e re  a re  no "hard  s f "  w r i te r s  coming to  speak. 
There a re , and i f  you choose to  believ e  o th e r ­
w ise then  i t ' s  your problem . We could have 
more i f  th e r e  were more, but sh o rt of ho ld in g  
a seance  th e r e 's  no way of g e t t in g  more."

Nothing much has changed th e re  e i th e r .  
I 've  had a few su g g e s tio n s , and ac ted  on some 
of them, and for f u tu re  m eetings w e 'll be 
welcoming Rob H oldstock and Chris Evans. 
A nother s u g g e s tio n  I was g iv en  was to  look on 
th e  sh e lv e s  in Andromeda and in v ite  some o f  
th e  a u th o rs  I saw th e re . I did look, and I'm 
in th e  p ro c e ss  o f  p re p a r in g  a ch a rt show ing 
w hether th o se  a u th o rs  w r ite  s f  and, i f  th ey  
do, checking i f  th e y 'r e  s t i l l  a liv e  and w e ll 
enough to  t r a v e l ,  and i f  they  liv e  in the  U K. 
I ' l l  be p u b lish in g  th e  r e s u l t s  in a f u tu r e  
n e w s le tte r .

Meanwhile, I 'd  lik e  to  remind you a l l  
th a t  when a u th o rs  d o  come to  speak to  us, 
they  a re  p ro fe s s io n a ls  who could le g it im a te ly  
charge  an appearan ce  fee. They don 't. They 
g iv e  th e i r  p re c io u s  f re e  tim e g r a t i s ,  and we

should  a p p re c ia te  th is .  We should  show our 
a p p re c ia t io n  by being welcoming and p o l i te ,  by 
opening and c lo s in g  th e  door q u i e t l y  i f  we 
have to  e n te r  o r leav e  th e  room d u rin g  th e  
form al p a r t  o f th e  m eeting . I'd  be g r a t e f u l  
i f  you would a l l  remember th is .

The fo llow ing  a re  q u o te s  pu lled  from two 
book rev iew s, which I'd  l ik e  to  d ea l w ith  here. 
"Sometimes you ju s t  want to  make a u th o rs  
cry ." - -  Agreed, but no t a t the m eeting a t 
which th a t  au th o r  is  our g u e s t, ag a in  on the  
g rounds o f p o li te n e ss .

"Yah boo a l l  you tre a c h e ro u s  w enches and 
so r ry  men, in se c u re  in your m ascu lin ity  -  s f  
is  supposed  to  be l ib e r a l  and f re e - th in k in g : 
you peop le  su re  as  h e l l  d id n 't  l iv e  up to  
th a t ."  — I'm not s u re  w hat's being  sa id  
here , but i f  the  w r i te r  would ca re  to  a t te n d  
more m eetings and tak e  a hand in  the  
p ro ceed in g s , p erhaps even he lp  run  th e  Group, 
( i t  d o e sn 't  run  i t s e l f ) ,  in s tea d  of being 
vaguely  in s u l t in g  in w r it in g , then maybe the  
problem , i f  th e re  i s  a problem, could  be 
ad d ressed .

"One more po in t -  t h i s  s t u f f  does not 
q u a lify  a s  s f  in  my book. I do b e lie v e  the 
name o f th is  l i t t l e  c lu b  is  the  Birmingham 
Science F ic tio n  Group? T h is  is  fa n ta sy . If  
we choose to  review  books s im ila r  to  th is  
(thank  -  in s e r t  d e ity  or o th e r  good th in g  of 
your ch o ice  -  fo r more im ag inative  w r i te rs ,  
co n cep ts , e d i to r s ,  p u b lish e rs !) , then  th e  name 
of o u r g roup  shou ld  be changed to  Birmingham 
S p e c u la tiv e  F ic tio n  Group. Why? Because the  
f ig u r in g  media s t i l l  p e r s i s t  in lumping a l l  of 
th e  above and th e  b e s t s f  under th e  e te r n a l ly  
h e ll-b o u n d  la b e l  of S c i - f i !  That term  is  so 
b en ig h ted  (at t h i s  po in t th e  rev iew er convulsed , 
f ro th in g , over th e  keyboard, and is  now 
fe e lin g  ju s t  dandy a f t e r  making up h er m issed 
e le c tro -s h o c k  se ss io n ) ."  —  Some good p o in ts  
h ere , why do n 't we g iv e  up, give in to  the  
flood  o f d ro ss  coming ou t from the p u b lish e rs  
th e se  days, and do what th e  woman s u g g e s ts  
w ith  o u r t i t l e ?

I ' l l  t e l l  you why n o t. The s t a te d  aims 
of t h i s  group  inc lu d e  s u p p o r tin g  and fu r th e r in g  
SCIENCE FICTION, Apart from su p p o rtin g  th o se  
p u b lish e r s  who do s t i l l  show an i n t e r e s t  in 
s f ,  we a re  a l l  s t i l l  hoping th a t th e  r e s t  w ill  
one day wake up to  th e  fa c t  the a c c o u n ta n ts  
a re  no t g en re  e x p e r ts , and once a g a in  use 
r e a l  s f  e d i to r s  in th e i r  d e c is io n  making 
p ro c e sse s , and th a t  our vo ice , sm all though i t  
is , w i l l  u l t im a te ly  in f lu e n c e  p u b lish e rs . If  
we jo in  them in co p p in g -o u t we c a n 't do th a t ,  
n e i th e r  w ill  we be h e re  to  reap  th e  rew ards 
when i t  does happen.



56 hours of continuous film/video - information desks of fans from different countries - a well stocked dealers' room 
- an art show - the traditional banquet - presentation of the King Kong Award for Dutch language SF * meet well 
known authors and fans from various countries - a kiddy programme stream - writers workshops - role playing, silly 
and other games - panels - the masquerade - the bar - and lots more...

November in the Netherlands. Hillcon time!
Join

Hillcon V:

Hillcon V: ConSeal an international SF Convention 
25 27 November 1994 Dorint Hotel, Eindhoven, The Netherlands

Dutch Guest of Honour: T a i s  T e n g
Professional author of SF books and childrens books, illustrator, artist,
King Kong Award winner, fan... to cut a long story short: a man of many 
talents worth meeting and listening to.

Foreign Guest of Honour: B r u c e  S t e r l i n g
Cyberpunk writer from the beginning and internet guru; he is the author 
of Schismatrix and The Hacker Crackdown; together with William Gibson 
he wrote The Difference Engine; and he is the editor of Mirrorshades: The 
Cyberpunk Anthology.

Some programme highlights:
•  Continuous video programme

From Friday 18:00 uur until closing time Sunday evening; including a 
special film night on Saturday with a 'Life Beyond the Bomb'  -theme (eight 
hours of horror, excitement... We hope you're not afraid of "things that 
go Kra-ka-BOOM in the night".

•  A continuously open games room
Role Playing Games, board games, and whatever else we might come up 
with. Take part whenever you want. Take along your own favorite game.
On Saturday an AD&D tournament, sponsored by the American Bookshop.

•  Masquerade
On Sunday the traditional costume parade for those who are handy with 
needle or sowing machine, or who always fantasised parading as a 
Science Fiction or Fantasy character. (programme may change without notice)

Membership price: f  5 5 ,-  p.p.*, after October 1st f  6 0 ,-  p.p.*
Children aged 4-12: f  2 5 ,-  p.p.+
+ Children need to  be accompanied by adult members; younger children free of charge.
* Membership price for members from Currency Restricted Countries is f  25,--

Convention hotel prices, including breakfast: for a single room f  150,-- per night; for a double 
room f  180,-- per night; we can also offer cheaper alternatives nearby, if you require it.

contact address: ConSeal, c/o Richard Vermaas,
James W attstraat 13, 1097 D J Amsterdam  

in ternet email: richardv@ htsa.aha.nl

mailto:richardv@htsa.aha.nl


JOPHAN REPORT #76
bo o k : r e v i e ws

Roger Corman, th e  p r o l i f ic  p ro d u cer- 
d i r e c to r  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  such  c la s s ic  "b- 
movies" a s  LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS (1961) and 
a s t r i n g  o f Edgar A llen Poe a d a p ta tio n s  
f e a tu r in g  V incent P ric e , h e a d lin e s  th e  
g u e s t  l i s t  fo r  th e  f i r s t  F e s t iv a l  of F a n ta s tic  
F ilm s on 9-11 Septem ber. Jo in ing  him a t  
M an ch este r 's  S acha 's H otel w ill  be James 
B ernard, com poser o f many o f Hammer's more 
m emorable sc o re s , and an im ation  legend Ray 
H arryhausen , g u e s t o f  honour a t th e  f i r s t  
f e s t i v a l  in  1988.

Movies a lre a d y  sched u led  inc lude  THE 
PHANTOM CREEPS (1939), adap ted  from a s e r i a l  
s t a r r i n g  Bela L ugosi, THE MAN WITH TWO LIVES 
(194-2), THE RAVEN (1935), w ith  Lugosi jo ined  
by r i v a l  B oris K arlo ff , and THE MUMMY'S HAND 
(1940). In a d d itio n , d ir e c to r  Norman J W arren 
and a u th o r  S tephen G a llag h er w il l  aga in  be 
judg ing  e n t r i e s  in th e  f e s t i v a l 's  am ateur film  
c o n te s t ;  p ro sp e c tiv e  c o m p e tito rs  sh ou ld  
c o n ta c t H arry N adler on 061-792-0991  
(even ings only).

A ttend ing  m em bership i s  £35.00, r i s in g  
to  £40.00 on 1 Ju ly  (w ith a £5.00 d isc o u n t 
fo r  members of th e  S o c ie ty  o f F a n ta s tic  
F ilm s), w ith  tw in /d o u b le  room r a te s  s e t  a t  
£40.00 p e r n ig h t. For f u l l  d e ta i l s ,  send a 
r e p ly -p a id  envelope  to  Tony Edwards a t  95 
Meadowgate Road, S a lfo rd , M anchester, M6 8EN.

The M onopolies and M ergers Commission 
is  in v e s tig a t in g  th e  m arket dominance o f Sega 
and N intendo over UK video game p ric in g  and 
d i s t r ib u t io n .  I t s  r e p o r t  is  expected  in l a te  
O ctober.

Simon C lark  h as so ld  two novels to  
hodder H eadline, NAILED BY THE HEART and 
BLOOD CRAZY. C la rk 's  "S a lt Snake”, o r ig in a lly  
p u b lish ed  in PEEPING TOM #12, has meanwhile 
been picked up by K arl Edward Wagner fo r h is  
next YEAR'S BEST HORROR an tho logy .

The B r i t is h  Science  F ic tio n  A sso c ia tio n  
has r e s t r u c tu r e d  i t s  r e se a rc h  f a c i l i t i e s  
fo llow ing  th e  r e s ig n a t io n  o f long tim e 
in fo rm a tio n  o f f ic e r  P h il N ichols. The new 
BSFA In fo rm a tio n  Group w il l  be headed by Paul 
B il l in g e r , in a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  Paul Allwood 
and K eith  Walker; enqu i r i e s  shou ld  be d ire c te d  
to  82 K elvin Road, New Cubbington, Leamington 
Spa, CV32 7TQ.

Thanks to Steve Green and CRITICAL WAVE 
fo r  the above news.

GREAT IRISH STORIES OF THE SUPERNATURAL ed by 
P e te r  H aining
Pan, 378 pp, £5.99, "B" fo rm at p /b

Reviewed by C hris Ridd.

T his is  a c o l le c t io n  o f 28 old and 
modern I r i s h  s t o r i e s  by v a r io u s  a u th o rs : Le 
Fanu, Bram S to k er, W B Y ea ts  and James Joyce 
amongst o th e r s .  The book is  s p l i t  in to  s ix  
se c tio n s :  g h o s ts , h a u n tin g s , f a e r ie ,  lep rech au n s , 
d e v ilry  and re v e n a n ts . Each s e c t io n  is  p receded  
by a s h o r t  s e t  o f b io g ra p h ie s  by th e  e d i to r .

Like most a n th o lo g ie s , th e r e  is  good and 
bad s t u f f .  U n fo rtu n a te ly , most o f  th e  s t o r i e s  
th e  e d i to r  r a te d  a s  " c la s s ic s "  in  h is  in t r o ­
d u c tio n s  tu rn e d  ou t ( to  me) to  be am ongst th e  
w orst o f th e  t a le s .

T h is book w asn 't r e a l l y  my cup o f tea . 
Some o f th e  s t o r i e s  j u s t  d id n 't  make se n se , 
and they  w eren 't good enough to  make me r e ­
read  them. S t i l l ,  i f  y o u 're  in to  s u p e rn a tu r a l  
I r i s h  s t o r i e s ,  y o u 'l l  p ro b ab ly  en joy  th is  book; 
p e rso n a lly  I ’d h a te  to  re a d  what th e  e d i to r  
decided w eren 't " g re a t"  s t o r i e s .

(This next review, and the Dragon lance review 
fu rther on, have been cut s l ig h t ly  in  the in te res t o f 
space, I 'v e  used the pa rts  I 'v e  cut on the 
Chairman's page elsewhere in  the newsletter, I ' m not 
sure who wrote the reviews, Sharon or Elaine, Please 
w il l  reviewers note in fu tu re , I  NEED YOUR NAME, 
especia lly i f  more than one person in  a fam ily has 
signed fo r review copies -  Bernie Evans, 1

FLOWERDUST by Gwyneth Jo n e s  
H eadline, 249 pp, £16.99, h /b

Reviewed by E la in e  a n d /o r  Sharon Pendorf.

Look a t  th e  t i t l e .  Go on, look a t  i t  
again . FLOWERDUST?’

Again, I d eb a ted  w h e th e r  o r not to  buy 
and read  DIVINE ENDURANCE -  th e  book supposed ly  
not needed to  be read  to  make any se n se  out 
of th is  gem o f a m o llu sc u l a r  i r r i t a n t  (yes, I 
am a clam).

I am su re  Ms Jon es i s  a very  n ice  person , 
and th a t  you a l l  had a w o n d erfu l tim e in May. 
I however am k ick ing  m y se lf th a t  I co u ld n 't 
g e t my s c a th in g e s t  b ra in  in g e a r  to  d e liv e r  
th is  rev iew  to  B ern ie  b e fo re  th a t  d a te .

My f i r s t  q u e s t io n  to  Ms Jones would



have been: "Is th e  so d d in g  p en in su la  Korea?, 
Vietnam?, P en in su la r  M alaysia?, P o rtlan d  B ill? , 
or What?!" This was tough  going. I t  had none 
of the  p le a s u re  of Graham Greene and a l l  o f 
th e  an g st of any w ar/sp y  t h r i l l e r  th a t  d o e sn 't 
take  your fancy.

But FLOWERDUST We a lre a d y  have one 
n a rc o tic  th a t is  d i r e c t l y  d e riv ed  from flo w ers 
and I don 't th in k  we need a p a r a l l e l  one. Why 
co u ld n 't she have used  some im ag in a tio n  to  
th ink  of a new su b s ta n c e , c u l t iv a te d  in th e  
puddles of ink th a t  b iro s  produce a f t e r  
ro a s tin g  in w indow -focused sun, mixed w ith  
o ld  to n er powder and tip p e x ?  C alled  i t ,  p erhaps, 
Expungent or som eth ing?

I r e a l ly  do a d v is e  you to  read  DIVINE 
ENDURANCE b e fo re  FLOWERDUST (achoo), and i f  
you liked  th a t ,  I'm s u re  y o u 'll  l ik e  th e  
fu r th e r  ad v e n tu re s  o f c a t  and mannequin.

I t 's  easy  to  be am bivalen t about s to r i e s  
w ith in  novels. I l ik e  th e  f i l l i n g - i n  a s p e c t, 
th e  answ ering  of q u e s t io n s  l e f t  th a t  way 
because of space  o r tim e. I en joyed G ild e n f ire  
(Stephen D onaldson 's x - th o u sa n d  words sn ipped  
from one of h is  n o v e ls ), N e rllk a 's  S to ry  is  
sublim e. Both o f th o se , i f  I 'd  read  them 
b e fo re  THE CHRONICLES OF THOMAS COVENANT and 
MORETA, DRAGONLADY OF PERN, I would then  have 
chased up th e  b ig g e r  s t o r i e s  im m ediately. I 
th in k  I can w ait a few y e a rs  fo r  t h i s  one.

This i s  s f ,  though , a s  opposed to  th e  
Dragonlance p o st JRR wagon jumper. And th e  
fem ale w r i te r  d id  p roduce some in te r e s t in g  
fem ale p ro ta g o n is ts  in  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t io n s  
who coped w ith  them u n iquely . SF i s  not a 
man's world wholly Gwyneth must be p ra ise d  
fo r adding her vo ice  to  h er o th e r  s i s t e r s .

FOOLS by Pat Cadigan 
H arperC ollins, 299 pp, £4.99, p /b

Reviewed by P au line  Morgan.

If  th e re  i s  su ch  a th in g  as th e  c u t t in g  
edge of Science F ic t io n  then  Pat Cadigan is  a t  
i t .  If you lik e  n ic e , cosy ad v e n tu re  s to r i e s  
w ith  w ell d e fin ed  c h a r a c te r s  and bo ring  bu t 
com prehensib le p lo ts  p erh ap s you sh ou ld  be 
read in g  fan ta sy . T h is  book is  for th o se  who 
lik e  to  be made to  th in k .

The s e t t in g  is  a f u tu re  where v i r tu a l  
r e a l i ty  is  a s u b s t i t u t e  fo r  sex , where a d d ic ts  
feed on o th e r  p e o p le s ' memories and where 
s te a l in g  memories and b o o tleg g in g  them is  b ig , 
c rim ina l, b u sin e ss . The s to r y  is  to ld  in s e v e ra l  
vo ices because th e  n a r r a to r  is  a m u ltip le  
p e rso n a lity . She is  M arceline th e  memory 
junk ie and Marva th e  a c t r e s s ,  and M ersine th e  
Brain Police cop. But which is  th e  r e a l  one? 
As each ta k e s  a tu rn  in ascendance even th e

re a d e r  cannot be su re . At the  s t a r t  o f th e  
s to r y  she is  Marva a tte n d in g  her c e le b ra t io n  on 
becoming Famous. Now everyone who can a f fo rd  i t  
can buy her memories and be Marva fo r  a tim e. 
But over th e re  is  someone w earing  h e r face , 
g e t t in g  a l l  the a t te n t io n .  Som ething, she  
r e a l i s e s ,  is  wrong and th e  only th in g  sh e  can do 
i s  to  d isa p p ea r in to  the  Downs -  the s le a z y  end 
o f town -  to  try  and work i t  ou t.

Cadigan c le v e r ly  c u ts  betw een v o ices , 
d i f f e r e n t i a te d  by using  d i f f e r e n t  ty p e  f a c e s , 
changing the p e rc e p tio n s  o f the  r e a d e r  w ith  
th o se  of the  n a r ra to r  as the  p lo t is  g ra d u a lly  
u n rav e lled . And a t the  end? Do any o f us 
r e a l ly  know who we a re?

ONLY FORWARD By Michael M arshall Sm ith 
H arper C ollins, 4-55 pp, £4.99, p /b  o r ig in a l

Reviewed by Tony Morton.

A pow erful debut from Smith. The s to r y  
is  w ell to ld  and leav es you g u e ss in g  not only  
what w il l  happen n ex t, but a ls o  to  whom. We 
a re  in tro d u ced  to  S ta rk , a s o r t  o f p r iv a te  
d e te c t iv e  in a f u tu re  where The C ity  o ccu p ies  
most o f th e  coun try , each c o u n try 's  c a p i t a l  
c i ty  having grown to  a s s im ila te  i t s  ne igh b o u r. 
In s te a d  of s e p a ra te  towns th e re  a re  N eighbour­
hoods, where lik e  minded people s e t  up th e i r  
id e a l  environm ent. Moving th ro u g h  th e s e  
neighbourhoods is  d i f f i c u l t  -  each  has i t s  
own laws and re g u la t io n s , some not a llo w in g  
e n try  a t  a l l!

S ta rk  is  g iven  th e  job o f f in d in g  a 
m issing  s p e c ia l i s t  from C en tre  (where peo p le  
"do th in g s"  and a re  c a lle d  "A ctioneers"), I t 
t r a n s p i r e s  th a t Alkland, th e  m issing  A c tio n eer, 
has been kidnapped and moved to  a no e n try  
Neighbourhood. T his p ro v id es S ta rk  w ith  
co m p lica tio n s but, being re so u rc e fu l ,  he does 
fin d  Alkland, only to  stum ble  in to  som eth ing  
he h ad n 't counted  on -  Rafe.

The in te ra c tio n  betw een the  c h a ra c te r s ,  
in tro d u c ed  in to  the  s to ry  a s  enhancem ents to  
th e  p lo t, a l l  work w ell. Each s u i t s  h is  chosen 
N eighbourhood, g iv ing  a t a s t e  o f what su ch  a 
l i f e  could provide. The d if fe re n c e s  betw een 
Zenda (A ctioneer) and, say , J i  (gang le a d e r  in 
Red) only fu r th e r  em phasise  th e  p lo t and f e e l  
o f th e  s to ry .

An e x c e lle n t s to ry  th a t  sm oothly  moves 
betw een v io lence, su r re a lism  and em otion  to  
e x h i la r a te  th e  read e r. S m ith 's  c le v e r  a d d it io n  
o f w it and the changing p lo t alw ays fo rc e  you 
to  read  on, never w anting  to  put th e  book 
down. The r e v e la t io n s  a long  th e  way le a d in g  
to  th e  dynamic clim ax c r e a te  a su p e rb  r o l l e r  
c o a s te r  of a read. I hope to  se e  more from 
th i s  ta le n te d  a u th o r soon.



DRAGONLANCE TALES ed by Margaret Weis & Tracy Hickman 
Penguin, 698 pp, £10.99, "CM form at p /b  
DRAGONLANCE LEGENDS by Margaret Weis & Tracy Hickman 
Penguin, 905 pp, £12.99, "C" form at p /b

Reviewed by E la ine a n d /o r  Sharon Pendorf,

The reaso n  why th is  review  is  l a te  is  
becau se  o f a sim ple u n tru th : th e  s e lf - c o n ta in e d  
b lu rb . "Oh no" spout th e  a u th o rs , " i t 's  a 
s to r y  w ith in  a s to ry "  or "These a re  w ith in  th e  
Krynnian world but i t 's  not n e c e ssa ry  to  have 
read  a l l  98 o th e r  t i t l e s . "  — Rubbish.

Who a c tu a l ly  read s a i l  the  D ragonlance 
(and I'm not going to  d ig n ity  i t  w ith  i t s  tw ee 
l i t t l e  ™ ) s tu f f ?  Yes, when I was tw elve  to  
s ix te e n  I d id experim ent w ith  RPGs -  tw ice. 
Yes, up to  the  age of e lev en  I d id  "read" 
L iv in g s to n e  and Jackson F ig h tin g  F an tasy . The 
b e s t  Weis, Hickman and a l l  th e  o th e r  c o lla b ­
o r a to r s  in th e  sh o r t  s t o r i e s  an tho logy  do is  
produce b a s ta rd is e d  Tolkein  fo r th o se  who 
c a n 't  hand le  th e  hard  s t u f f ,  th e  good s t u f f ,  
th e  200% proof sh o ts  th a t  g rab  your th ro a t  
and your stom ach and t i e  kno ts  in both  o f them, 
d e c o ra te d  w ith  your te a r  d u c ts  fo r a bow.

That having been sa id , I had p re v io u s ly  
read  TEST OF THE TWINS> number two in  th e  
second  D ragonlance t r i lo g y , and, a t th e  tim e, I 
d id  want to  know what happened to  R a is t l in  
and C rysiana  a f t e r  a l l  th e  m angling involved 
in  open ing  the  p o r ta l. Well, no shock, no 
h o r ro r  (a t te n t io n :  P lo t Warning -  i f  you 
r e a l ly  c a n 't  g u e ss  and want to  fin d  o u t fo r  
y o u r s e lf ,  read  someone e l s e 's  more r e v e re n t  
rev iew , b e t t e r  s t i l l ,  read  i t  and w r i te  one 
y o u rs e lf ) .  Weiss and Hickman k i l l  him o f f . 
But th ey  tak e  a whole sodd ing  book to  do i t !  
Aagh! That is  sloppy w r itin g  and I w il l  
g la d ly  d e b a te  th e  po in t in co rrespondence . 
J u s t  th in k  of a l l  the  l i t t l e  a lch em is t ic 
c h in le s s  E ric s  who p e d e s ta l le d  R a is t l in  a s  
t h e i r  ro le  model -  how a re  they  go ing  to  
s a c r i f i c e  them se lves and renounce th e  u t t e r  
e v i l  th a t  was so  a llu r in g ?

Read th e  Twins book f i r s t .  Then you can 
g e t th o ro u g h ly  i r r i t a t e d  a t  th e  c o l le c t io n  o f 
s h o r t  s t o r i e s  th a t is  eq u a l in s iz e , becau se  
o f a l l  th e  l i t t l e  h in ts  and sn ip p e ts  th a t  ooh, 
maybe Caramon's w izardly  son is  a c tu a l ly  
R a is t l in  reborn .

But r e a l ly  and t ru ly , i f  you want to  g e t 
th e  most out of th is  D ragonlance sh im ola, then  
read  THE WAR OF THE LANCE f i r s t ,  I w anted to  
but decided  b e t te r  la te  than  s h e llin g  ou t £14 
fo r  th e  more pablum. Like pablum, th e  s t u f f  
w il l  f i l l  your g u l le t ,  but some of us have 
ou tgrow n i t .

The c o lle c tio n  o f s h o r t  s t o r i e s  was more 
i n te r e s t in g  fa re . D e f in ite ly  one fo r  th e  
c o m p le tis t  com pulsives and a f f ic io n a d o s  who

th in k  th e y 'l l  g e t in v ite d  to  D ragonlance t r iv i a  
s e s s io n s . However, w hoever decided -  Hey, 
l e t 's  bung in th e  r i p - o f f  o f Hiawatha r ig h t  a t  
th e  beg inn ing  o f th e  book to  im press everyone 
how l i t e r a r y  we a r e  -  i s  o b v io u sly  the  same 
sad  g i t  who s e t s  th e  E n g lish  b it  o f th e  
N a tio n a l C urriculum . For th e  sak e  of com plete­
n e s s  I went th ro u g h  th e  w hole Riverwind sag a  
by th e  l in e  and my c o n c lu s io n  was, someone 
shou ld  round up Conan, R iverw ind, Beowulf and 
C erebus, lock 'em a l l  up in W ulfie 's  m eadhall 
w ith  no food and p le n ty  o f d r in k  and se e  who 
l a s t s  the  n ig h t. I ' l l  ta k e  b e ts  on Cerebus,

THE LAST AUGURY by Jo n a th an  Wylie 
C orgi, 381 pp, £4 .99 , p /b

Reviewed by Carol Morton.

The f in a l  volume in  THE ISLAND AND 
EMPIRE s e r i e s  f in d  Fen, D sordas, Nason and h is  
b ro th e r , th e  h o s ta g e  S ag ar, re tu rn in g  to  
Z alys, leav in g  Bowen and Gaye behind in th e  
c i ty  Xantium, which was co v ered  by a red  dome 
o f  f i r e  by C han ce llo r Verkho. But i t  is  a 
r e tu rn  to  a Z alys th a t  i s  c o n s ta n tly  a tta c k e d  
by th e  sc rea m e rs , se a  g o ing  manta ray s  th a t  
have somehow been g iv en  th e  power o f f l ig h t  
and venomous b arbed  t a i l s .  The re tu rn e e s  t e l l  
o f V erkho's s t r u g g le  a g a in s t  th e  ta lism an  th a t 
ho u ses th e  s p i r i t  o f th e  b an ish ed  God Gar and 
h is  bid to  subdue th e  God. I f  Verkho manages 
to  overcome th e  God th en  he w il l  have power 
enough and more to  r u le  th e  world. Vengeance 
would f a l l  f i r s t  on Z a ly s and h er people. But 
i f  Gar is  tr iu m p h an t th en  th e  whole world 
m ust d e s p a ir  a s  he w il l  be more pow erfu l than  
h is  b ro th e r  and fe llow  D e itie s .

Emperor Southan  and Em press Ifry n , a long 
w ith  K e rre ll  and o th e r  c o u r t ie r s ,  f led  th e  
c i ty  in te n d in g  to  f in d  a b ase  where they  
could  r a l ly  an army to  a t t a c k  Xantium, k i l l  
Verkho and s e t  up a new Empire. But V erkho's 
r e ig n  o f t e r r o r  fo llo w s them u n t i l  they  reach  
a v i l la g e  which g u a rd s  th e  way to  an Abbey 
which only fem ales may v i s i t .  Ifry n  and her 
d a u g h te rs  go in to  t h i s  Abbey, where I fry n  
d isc o v e rs  an a n c ie n t r e l i c  o f the  Goddess 
Zidon, s i s t e r  to  Gar and Meyu -  who im prisoned 
h is  b ro th e r  Gar. From Zidon Ifry n  d isc o v e rs  
th a t  only th e  tw in s w ith o u t magic w il l  
to g e th e r  trium ph a g a in s t  G ar/V erkho but only 
a f t e r  I f ry n 's  son  h as been g iven  to  him. 
I fry n  is  th e  one tw in, Fen th e  o th e r , but they  
a re  h a lf  a w orld a p a r t  and Verkho is  behind 
an im p en e trab le  b a r r i e r  in a c i ty  now peopled 
by h is  c r e a tu r e s .  How can they  a l l  g e t back 
to  Xantium and s to p  Gar b e fo re  he manages to  
overcome Verkho?

An im p re ss iv e  end ing  to  one of W ylie's



best s e r i e s  so fa r . A s e r ie s  th a t he ld  th e  
read e r th roughou t w ith  im press ive  c h a r a c te r ­
is a tio n  and p lo t l in e . But th is  f in a l  volume 
was e a s i ly  th e  b e s t of the  t r ilo g y , a g rand  
read, unputdow nab le. If  you have no t y e t 
ta s te d  th e  f r u i t s  o f W ylie's labour you would 
do w ell to  s t a r t  h e re .

THE DOLL WHO ATE HIS MOTHER by Ramsey C am pbell 
Headline, 290 pp, £4.50, p/b

Reviewed by P e te r  J B Day.

T his is  a r e p r in t  o f Ramsey C am pbell's 
f i r s t  novel, o r ig in a lly  p u b lished  in  1977. 
C lare Frayn is  d r iv in g  her b ro th e r  home l a t e  
a t n ig h t. A man s te p s  out in to  th e  road , sh e  
sw erves, and h i t s  a tr e e .  Now h er b ro th e r  is  
dead, slum ped in the  p asse n g e r s e a t .  But some­
th ing  looks s tra n g e . His r ig h t  arm is  m iss in g . 
Someone h as taken i t .  . . .

Thus beg ins a s to ry  th a t  develops from 
th is  p o in t on, g e t t in g  s t r a n g e r  and s t r a n g e r  
a l l  th e  tim e. I t  s a y s  a lo t fo r C am pbell's 
s t r e n g th  a s  a w r i te r  th a t ,  even a t th i s  e a r ly  
s ta g e  in h is  n o v e l-w ritin g  c a re e r , he cou ld  
take such  an im p lau sib le  -  and, a t  c e r ta in  
po in ts , r i s i b ly o v e r  t h e  t o p  -  p lo t and hold  a 
tho rough ly  unconvinced re a d e r 's  a t t e n t io n  to  
the  very l a s t  page. T his book shou ld  be in 
the  l ib ra ry  o f every  Ramsey Campbell compl e t i s t .

UFO AND SPACE: 1999 by C hris Drake 
B oxtree, 95 pp, £9.99, limpback

Reviewed by M ichael Jones.

The husband and w ife team of G erry  and 
Sylv ia Anderson p ro g re sse d  from p u p p e ts , v ia  
a l i t t le -k n o w n  and lo n g - fo rg o tte n  f e a tu r e  film , 
to  r e a l  l iv e  a c tio n  in  th e  1970 TV s e r i e s  UFO. 
That la s te d  fo r only one season , but an idea  
for the never-m ade second s e r ie s  became th e  
b a s is  f o r SPACE: 1999, Thus they en joy  th e  
ra re  d i s t in c t io n  o f having been re sp o n s ib le  
fo r bo th  one of th e  b e s t and one of th e  w o rst 
( c e r ta in ly  one of th e  d a f t e s t )  s f  s e r i e s  e v e r  
shown on TV.

However, th e  p re se n t purpose i s  not to  
give a c r i t iq u e  o f  th e  programmes bu t o f  a 
book about them. I t  is , I suppose, ty p ic a l  o f 
such books, com prising  a b r ie f  docum entary  
account o f  the  making of th e  program m es, 
to g e th e r  w ith  an account o f th e  f ic t io n a l  back­
ground p re se n te d  a s  though i t  were f a c t. Then 
th e re  a re  b r ie f  b io s of th e  main c h a ra c te r s ,  a 
lo t o f ev o c a tiv e  p ic tu r e s ,  and sh o r t  sy n o p ses  
of each ep iso d e  -  26 fo r  UFO, 48 fo r SPACE: 1999. 
It is  a l l  p le a s a n tly  done and q u i te  n ic e ly  
p re se n te d , but r a th e r  s l ig h t ,  and the a u th o r

is  too  e n th u s ia s t ic  to  allow  any c r i t i c a l  n o te  
to  in tru d e .

All in a l l  i t s  v a lu e  would seem to  be 
m ainly as a n o s ta lg ic  r e t ro s p e c t iv e ,  en ab lin g  
th o se  who watched and enjoyed th e  program m es 
when they were new to  r e c a p tu re  th e  fe e lin g  
o f  those  days tw enty  and more y e a rs  ago when 
th ey  were fresh  and e x c itin g . But even th a t  
was sp o iled  for me by th e  inadequacy  of th e  
ep iso d e  sum m aries, which cover only  th e  
beg inn ing  of each, s e t t in g - u p  th e  problem  but 
f a i l in g  to  provide th e  r e s o lu tio n . P robab ly  th is  
i s  th e  only book th e r e  w ill  ev e r  be, but i t  
le a v e s  room for a b e t t e r  one.

BYZANTIUM ENDURES by M ichael Moorcock, 
Phoenix, 392 pp, £6.99, "B" form at p /b  
THE LAUGHTER OF CARTHAGE by M ichael Moorcock 
Phoenix, 602 pp, £6 .99 , "B" form at p /b

Reviewed by Tony Morton.

The f i r s t  two books in  th e  C olonel Pyat 
s e r i e s  te l l in g  a t a l e  o r, to  be more a c c u ra te , 
an au to b io g ra p h ic a l account from P y a t 's  own 
s to r i e s .  For me th e  i n i t i a l  in t ro d u c tio n  in 
BYZANTIUM ENDURES sums up th e se  two novels: 
"At f i r s t ,  because o f  h is  ev id en t a n ti-S e m itism , 
h is  h a tred  of the  lo c a l people, h is  v ic io u s  
and re a c tio n a ry  o p in io n s  of modern l i f e ,  I 
found i t  d i f f ic u l t  to  re sp e c t h is  age  and h is  
s u f f e r in g . . ." A b so lu te ly . I t  i s  b ig o try  
such  as is  found in  the  pages o f  th e s e  books 
th a t  causes much o f th e  w o rld 's  woes.

Iro n ic a lly  P y a t 's  f a i th  in th e  monarchy, 
which rem ains r e s o lu te  th ro u g h o u t, c a u se s  h is  
dow nfall and the low ly l i f e  o f h is  e a r ly  days. 
The consequences o f  th e  c la s s  sys tem , a s  
o p e ra tin g  in R ussia a t  th a t  tim e, a re  l i t t l e  
d i f f e r e n t  from o th e r s :  a ru l in g  c la s s ,  w h ils t  
t o le r a n t  of lower c la s s e s ,  only u se s  them to  
r e t a in  th e i r  own power, and th i s  Pyat seem s 
to  d iscoun t in p u r s u i t  o f h is  own g lo ry . Can 
we b e liev e  h is  s to ry ? , and why th e  c o n s ta n t 
changes in fo rtu n e?

I hoped to  d isc o v e r  som eth ing  o f l i f e  in 
R ussia  before , d u rin g  and im m ediately  a f t e r  
th e  R evolution, and th e re  is  a sm a tte r in g  of 
th is .  The d if fe re n c e  fo r Pyat betw een  Kiev 
and Odessa p o in ts  th e  way to  l i f e  a t th a t  
tim e, yet he g lo s s e s  over th e  p roblem s and 
in ad eq u ac ies of th e  system , only to  em phasise  
them la te r ,  when th ey  a re  s t i l l  u n a lte re d  by 
th e  r e v o lu tio n a r ie s . I t  i s  th e  in c o n s is te n c y  
th a t  makes both th e  books d i f f i c u l t  to  read , 
and leav es you unsym p a th e tic  to  P y a t 's  p lig h t.

In the f i r s t  book, BYZANTIUM ENDURES, 
Pyat grows up in th e  slum s of Kiev, in v e n tin g  
a f ly in g  machine (which he c ra sh e s) . A fte r  a 
b r ie f  t r i p to O dessa -  where he, so  to  speak,



reach es  m a tu r ity , w ith  a co u s in 's  a id , 
d isc o v e rin g  sex , coca in e  and the  good l i f e  -  
he f in d s h im se lf  e n ro lle d  as a s tu d e n t a t  a 
c o lle g e  in St P e te rsb u rg . Through h is  u su a l 
luck, Pyat ends up w ith  an upper c la s s  p a tro n  
(Kolya, a R ussian  co u n t) and h is  d i s s e r ta t io n  
c au ses  a s e n sa tio n . Is  th i s  fa c t?  Can we 
b e lie v e  h is  g e n iu s?  Or is  i t  a l l  pure cocaine  
fa n ta sy ?  Who knows? To be honest I d id n 't  
p a r t ic u la r ly  ca re , c o n s id e rin g  h is  s e l f  in te r e s t .

He g oes on to  be caught up in th e  
R evolution , p u re ly  b ecau se  o f i t s  sc a le  and 
what he chooses to  do. However, h is  being on 
each s id e  p rom otes d i s b e l i e f  -  even w ith h is  
te c h n ic a l  know ledge, would he su rv iv e  so  
e a s i ly ?  One r e a l i s e s  h is  s in k  in to  poverty  
and p r a c t ic a l  s t a r v a t io n  may seem s u f f e r in g  
enough, but h is  e scap e  le a v e s  h is  courage and 
lo y a lty  to  be q u e s tio n e d .

The second book, THE LAUGHTER OF CARTHAGE, 
co n tin u es  th e  t a l e  w ith  Pyat i n i t i a l ly  in 
C o n s tan tin o p le  and ag a in  fo rced  to  f le e  due 
to  c ircu m stan ce . T h is tim e w ith a new love, 
Esme, he f in d s  h im se lf  v ia  ad v en tu re  in Rome. 
Here he m eets (again !) peop le w illin g  to su p p o rt 
him because  o f h is  in te l l e c t  and id eas . 
F in a lly  th ey  move on to  P a r is , where Pyat and 
Esme h it  ha rd  tim es u n t i l  he m eets up w ith  
Kolya ( th e  R ussian  co u n t)  who has lived  th e re  
fo r  some tim e. S e t t in g  up a company to  
produce com m ercial a i r s h ip s ,  Pyat seems, a t  
la s t ,  to  be abou t to  make i t .  D isa s te r  
s t r i k e s  fo rc in g  him to  f le e  a lone  to  America.

Mixing w ith  h is  fe llow  f i r s t  c la s s  
p a sse n g e rs , Pyat i s  tak en  in  by two Americans 
who fe e l  h is  id e a s  sound  and su g g e st a 
p a r tn e rs h ip . The n a iv e ty  shown by Pyat is  
u n b e liev ab le , he not only a g re e s  to  se t  up a 
company w ith  com plete  s t r a n g e r s  w ithout any 
checks on them (g en tlem an 's  agreem ent?) but 
l a te r ,  when they  r e a l i s e  he is  not the  s o f t  
touch they  ex p ec ted  (a c tu a lly  having no 
money), he s t i l l  f a i l s  to  se e  the scam, 
a s su r in g  h im se lf  and o th e r s  of h is  f r ie n d s ' 
good in te n tio n s . The o th e r  asp ec t of h is  
American e x p e r ie n c e  has him to u rin g  th e  
co u n try  as  a member o f K u  Klux Klan, c le a r ly  
ag ree in g  w ith  th e i r  id e a ls .

The c o n tin u a l  up and down so c ia l  and 
f in a n c ia l  movement do not make a good read . 
Pyat, h im se lf  a v ic tim  of b ig o try , s u f f e r in g  
and in p la c e s  r id ic u le ,  i s  n e ith e r  a hero nor 
a person to  g r ie v e  fo r  o r to  fe e l so rry  fo r. 
The re a d e r  has to  seek  so la ce  in th e  
background, th a t  i s  th e  su p p o rtin g  c a s t, who 
a re  v a ried  and o f  some in te r e s t ,  and w ith  
only the  lo c a le s  and th e i r  ambience to  
a p p re c ia te , and w h ile  both  o f th ese  a s p e c ts  
p rov ide some in t e r e s t  and d is t r a c t io n  from 
th e  monologue, th ey  a re  not enough.

CATSPAW by Joan D Vinge 
Pan, 454 pp, £4.99, p /b

Reviewed by P e te r  J B Day.

Cat, a s tr e e t-p u n k , h a l f -a l ie n ,  b u rn t-o u t  
te le p a th ,  is  kidnapped by Braedee, C hief of 
S e c u r i ty  fo r C e n ta u ri T ra n sp o rt, one o f the  
m ighty d y n a s tic  com bines th a t dom inate Man­
k in d 's  a f f a i r s .  He is  g iv en  d rugs to  te m p o ra rily  
r e s to r e  h is  te le p a th ic  a b i l i t i e s  and, under 
t h r e a t ,  t r a n s p o r te d  to  E arth , o s te n s ib ly  to  
a c t a s  bodyguard to  an im portan t member o f 
th e  TaMing fam ily who own C e n ta u ri T ra n sp o rt.

Once on E arth , he g ra d u a lly  f in d s  h im se lf  
enm eshed in a netw ork o f l ie s .  There a re  w heels 
w ith in  w heels, and n o th in g  is  q u i te  what i t  
seem s. He beg in s to  r e a l i s e  th a t ,  f a r  from 
being  a bodyguard, he is  m erely a catspaw , 
expendab le  b a it .

T h is is  e x a c tly  th e  s o r t  of fa s t-p a c e d , 
m any -lay ered  ac tio n -p a c k e d  s to ry , s e t  in  a 
r ic h ly - te x tu r e d  fu tu re  so c ie ty , th a t  we have 
come to  expect o f th is  a u th o r , and sh e  d o e sn 't  
f a i l  to  s a t i s f y .  I t  is  a good, e x c it in g  read , 
w ith  many tw is ts  and tu rn s , and I th o ro u g h ly  
enjoyed  i t .

G O O D  F O O D  G U I D E

MARTIN TUDOR is  STILL try in g  to  put 
to g e th e r  a GOOD FOOD GUIDE to  the  
r e s ta u r a n t s ,  pubs and c a fe s  in and around 
Birmingham c i ty  c e n tre .

The idea , as has been m entioned s e v e ra l  
tim es  b e fo re , i s  to  u p d a te  and rep ro d u c e  i t  
each  y e a r  fo r  use by Novacon a t te n d e e s  and 
Brum Group members.

Given th e  av erag e  fa n 's  p re fe re n c e  for 
C hinese and Indian  food a t  reaso n a b le  p r ic e s , 
M artin  e n v isa g e s  th a t  the GUIDE w ill  
c o n c e n tra te  q u ite  h e a v ily  on the  China and 
B a lt i  "Town" a re a s , bu t he would l ik e  the  
GUIDE to  include e v e ry th in g  from L ittle w o o d s ' 
b r e a k f a s ts ,  "g reasy  spoon cafes" , ch ip  shops 
and pub g rub  to  h o rren d o u sly  expen siv e  
Ja p an ese , French and o th e r  cu is in e .

Reviews should  be about 50-150 w ords in 
le n g th , and shou ld  in c lu d e  the name (and 
te le p h o n e  number i f  p o ss ib le ) , d e t a i l s  of 
lo c a tio n , p r ic e  range, acc e p ta b le  m ethods of 
payment and comments on q u a li ty  o f th e  food, 
s ta n d a rd  of s e rv ic e , e tc .  P lease  c o n ta c t 
M artin  a t  th e  nex t BSFG m eeting an d /o r  send 
your rev iew s to  him a t  845 Alum Rock Road, 
Ward End, Birmingham, B8 2AG. Come on, 
a s to u n d  your f r ie n d s  -  be the  f i r s t  to  rep ly !



It’s DEFINITELY time to join.

NOVACON 24
Guest of Honour: GRAHAM JOYCE

Date : 4,5 and 6 November 1994

Venue : The ROYAL ANGUS
THISTLE HOTEL 
BIRMINGHAM

Rates to Join : Up to 1st October £25.00
On the Door £30.00

For Further
Details Contact : CAROL MORTON

14 Park Street,
Lye,
Stourbridge,
West Midlands,
DY9 8SS 
0384-825386 
(Before 8.30pm please)


