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By Beak Taylor

This lssue is a large one. It is
larger then we intended by almost ten
pages, 83 a result of +the report on
the Fifth World Science Fiction Convention
in Philedelphia. In this we have attempted
to cover Convention Sidelights, as well
as wrlte the event up as seen through the
eyes of +the attendees. One particular
section, however, we choose to roport
as seen by us —— the choosing of Toronto
for the 1948 Convention,

Naturally, this was for the Canadian
triumvirate -— John Millard, Ned MeKeown
aud myself, the grand climex of the whole
weekend, the piece de resistance, as it
were. For Canada to hold such an affailr
is unprecedentsd —— there has never been
& gathering of more than eight in Fan
History here, and seldom that. Thus,
when John Millard's proposal of Toronto
ir '48 was overwhelmingly
was nev without some trepidation that we
began formulating our plans for the great
gachering.

Ned and myself had never attended a
Convention before; John Millard, former
Galactic Roamer, hed been to nearly all.
Yet, though he has lived in Toronto for
some time, eand was in the RCAF here for
many years, Ned and I met him for the
first time in Philadelphia, We had enter-
tained hopeful and dubious thougnts o f
meking e bid for some time, plans  which
were augmented by urgings from various US
Fans. Yet, we felt, until we met friend
Millard, that our Toronto group wag hard-
ly well-enough organized, nor capable of
putting over such a project.

John, however, was the deciding fac-
tor; he hed been tco previous Cons; he
knew multitudes of Fans; besides, he was
well on in his twenties and looked pretty
capable. To top 1t all off, we'd seen
how things were done, and we were pretty
confident that it wouldn't be too diffi-
cuvlt a job to keep the Convention wheels
rolling. Consequently, after discussion
between the three of us, it was decided
to send John wup to the platform with our
campaign spsech. The rest is history.

aprrovea, it

Whet 18 not yet history, however, 1s
next year's Convention, Some of you may
want to know just how matters stand.

First, let me insert e plea here for
funds. To become a membsr of the TORCON
SOCIETY requires ome +thin dollar bill,
which should be slipped into an envelope
and sent to Ned McKeown, 1398 Mt Pleasant
Road, Torconto, Ontario. Membership cards
should be ready in a short time, and we
need cash to defray such initial expense.

Plans for +the TORCON ars already
well underway. The RAI PURDY STUDIOS
have been reserved for July 4th weskend
next year, and will provide all facilities
necessary for technical operation of the
Con, The studios are within a bdblock or
two of <the hotels where rooms have been
tentatively arrenged for the thundering
herd. Prices here will be soceled to fit
the pocket, and those who find themselves
short will be able to find cheep accomo-

dation.

We hope to be able to distribute a
mimeod sheet gt the Convention, giving
location of each Fan, as well as a few

pertinent facts about the city of Toronto,
such as what 1is to be seen, end where,
and what to do if you get lost. Suggest-
ions as to amall details such as this
which would make for easier enjoyment
would be appreciated.

The progrem 1is not definitely set,
as yet, remaining in the form of nebulous
ideas 1n +the heands of the Convention
Committee. We hope to have good press
and radio coverege, however, and chances
for this are excellent. Convention book-
let will be somewhat similar to former
years, and ads willl be solicited as soon
as we decide on a printer, get a definite
quote on prices, etc. A mimeod sheet
should appear sometime in October, giv-
ing fuller details.

Space prohiblts further TORCON news.

Again, we ask that you send in your dol-
ler, =long with suggestions and eriti-.
clsms., Whether or not we can put the bilg

show over depends on your support.
((Continued on Page 20))
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L Philcon Report

B i The Convention as Seen v Beak Tayior, Ned McKeown and John Millard

. Yes, we saw (and heard) the Ccuven-
tion., We absorbed Stf and Fantasy until
1t issued from our ears. Ve did everyw
. thing that was to be done, and touched
wlth ews and reverence the hem on the
garments of each and every Ghod in stten-
dance (including Beer, the only trus Ghod) .
In fact, so much went on that we couldnt
‘even begin to relate with accuracy and
interest the Tale of the Fhilcon.

This, then, will not be a play by
_ Play account of the Great Contest; tha¥
.. may be odbtained from the Official Report
* to be issued in numerous magazines (1 n -
cluding the Phileon Memory Book), and
authored by innumerabls suthors. Instead,
we want you to hear about it from wnose
who were there. This account has been
written by some of the actual attendees
on the trusty Teylor mill, which ran con-
tinuously 4in the foyer of the grest Con..
vention Hall during the entire weekend.

First, what were the Fans 1ike in
Philedelphia, and how did they recelve us?
Who could be a better man to tall you a-
bout this than Los Angeles' geniai 4 i g~
penser of goodwill, the old Foolosopher g
E. E, Evans:

The thing about Fandom that most
appeals to me 1s the glorious hogpitality
that one meets wherever he goes, Ve ars,
without doubt, the most friendly group
that I have ever met. In my few short
years in Fendom I have done quite a lot
of travelling, und wherover I have gonu I
have found friends — good, likeable
People who think as I do, or who think so
oppositely that we have wonderfi) dis -
cusslons about our differences, So, for
the next fifty years, Th' 017 Foo Fopes
that there will be a Fandom of which he
can be a member. I will admit %hat ihere
are a few low chgracters in Fandom, such
as the unspeakable Tucker, but other.iice,
-—=— 1 LIKE FANS,

Th' 01' To,
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Then, from the fingers of ~ =~ 114

Feller, one Albert Pepper:

In past years I had been of the
opinion that most of the Stf and Fantasy
Fans were 90% under 20 yeoars of age.

At the PHILCON I discoversd that it
was the other way 'round. It is astonish-
Ing that the majority of Fans are mature,
with an average age (from my observation)
of about 30 years.

Vicg-?resident
P.S.F.8

The first day passed quickly. Fans
spent their time listening to addresscs
by John Campbell Jr, (a summary of which
may be found on page §) t h o magazine
editors. discussing Convention business;
an gensrally gotting themselves ac-
climated. The Convention, as a whols,
hadn't quie gotten used to itself yet,
terded to be slightly unrelaxed, owing,
perhaps; to a feeling of strangensss and
unzsertainty avong many Fen who had come
groat distances. This passed into limbo,
however, at the evening session,

Afser the publishers had enlightened
the eager throug as to future excretions,
(details to be found in other mags, we
hops) +the myriad original 1llustretions,
farat issues. rare books snd autographed

manussripts were lsd to auction. Fans
werTe aliernately threatened, cajoled,
flattered; insulied and ignored by per-

Spiring auctioneers Al Smith, Sam Mosko-
witz and Erle Korshak.

Prices ran high on some items, good
Carliera, Finlays or Lawrences bringing
Lall #'guroas, Tom Hadley lurched sbout
blddlng  at the drop of a hat on Frenk R,
Pavl originals and other choice matter
that touched his sodden faney. Occasion-
aliy, In the hea* of frenzied battle, ho
ra’33d his own bids, but the gleum in his
eyu3 whon he c¢btrained an original Paul
cover filmsira’lon for a mere $31 was
beactitul to see.

Genera’ly speaking, the average Fan
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wos forced to be content with the left-
overs from the raveges of the more monled
of the crowd, As Sam Moskowitz recalled,
in the days of the NYCON total proceeds
were considered excellent if they reached
$65. The PHILCON garnered $450.

This iuflation was perhaps the only
drawback to an otherwlse very enjoyable
evening. We managed to .naffle two Fin-
lays end a Cartier for the minimum price
of $9.50 (total).
however, was not satisfied. Said he:.

Having been innoculated with con-
venticn fever, and musecled my way into
being the auctioneer, I can truthfully
sey tbat there are two types of Fans: the
ones with no money; and dealsrs, the big
money men, who have thirty or forty bucks
and get all the good stuff. Whatever 1is
left goses to the genlal sucker, the com-
mon garden variety of Stf Fan.

Certain individuals, dealers a n d
their kind, don't belleve in giving the
little Fan a break., By bidding high and
waniting much of the suction material set
up in sets <‘hey effsctively f{reeze out
the Fans from buying an original or rare
item they had wished to bid on.

For many of the Fans, the auction is
the blg event of the Convention, and
walking awey empty-handed is, I assure
you, & very dlsappointing feeling, a&s
mary Fans well know. For the s8sake of
fairness to the "average Fan", why don'$
the blg boys lay off and give everybody
a chance, especiallyon the choicer items.

Al Brown
139-29 34 Rd
Flushing, NY

FANTASY TIMES, Al Brown, Associate
Editor, should carry fuller details in
their next issue, and interested partles

shotld purchese a copy. We found few
Fen complaining, and outside of Hadley,
who probebly regretted some of his ex-

travagences the next day, saw few dealers
in the swim. The high prices themselves
would seem t0 be mors or less the resuld
of conditions —— the inflationary envir-
onment of todny, plus +Lhe fact that a
few of the fans had come prepared to bid
higi for +tnings they wanted, and did.
From Al Lopez comss a word or two of
wisdom on the subject:

This 1s directed to those who,
myself, are a“tending a
the first tirme.

1ike
Convention for
You read a lot about

Auctioneer Al Brown,

Fhilcon Report

Conventions in thoe Fan Mags, and hear the
roal dope from +those who have already
attended previous conventlons. But the
ons thing no one ever teils you about is
the Finencial Angle, that is; about com-
ing well-heeled. I arrived at the PHIL-
CON with about 10 dollars to spare, and
felt I was ready for anything. I was a
normal. sane person — ({that is. as sane
as any Fan can be; bt at the end of
the first day I was pennriless, and could
have used a hundred spare dollars! Then
the torture began. Fans came out with
coples of +the FANCUJLOIEDIA for sale,
rare books, hundreds cf o0ld, practically
mint coples of AMAZING, ASTOUNDING, WON-
DER, WEIRD, and jusi about all the 0ld
out-of-print and non-existent mags you
can think of! And e)l you can do is just
drool., Your credlt is no good, naturally;
that's to teach you & lesson, 30 that
when you are & sophooro at the Coaven-
tion you will do your part to keep secret
the truth about +the financial torturss
that first-timers have to undergo.

Except for the above, conventlons are
swell fun. You have a chence to pal with
the publishers, eat with the editors ,
argue wlth the authors, eand act foolish
wlth the resi of the Fans. I leave this
Conveniton rav'ng mad. full of frustrate
ions, (from mzgs, Fenzlnes, 1llustrations
and women that I couldntt get!) bdut I
wou’dn't have missed i% for the wozld,

See ycu at the next Con! .

ik

C;;;y ;;7 c?E%?’Qzé,wf

Some Fens, of course, cam prepared.
They had momey tucked ’nside their socks,
tied around thelr weist, pasted under
thelr unmentionables. But 4id the ar-
tistry of such as Flniay and Rogers
tempt these foresighted souls. Nay!
For them was the lure cf Pacchus arnd the
great Ghod Poker, From =seven O'clock
onwards, the Penn-Sheraton waes f'1led
with grim groups shelliang out for the
"pot", d'gging deep into their jeans for
an extra sheckel or two. Just way it wes

that 90% of the poker plavers seemed to
have lost the'r 1'fe's gavings we wers
never able to flgure oit. We suspect a

ringer .n the crovd.

Be that as it may, ‘znumerable Fans
fournd resp’te and solace in *he great
American irdoor spori. We ware, natural-
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ly, unable to cover the entire field. We
bring you, however, a leftover ace from
o 2oom: 1048 «cwhere "Natural" Saari a n d
"Bones" DeJack held forth for the entire
. weekend, upon : which ; the (signatures of
seyaral of the culprits have been placed:

,{71 L(/,cﬁxu&kJ =
?’fxo/ j\Q Q'ﬂ'oﬁ ﬁ‘i’ c;.:/
Ay
EZ l?)

From 1048 come Saari, DoJack, Evans, Agnew,
Korshek and Widner, while 701 is represcn-
ted by Tucker, Boff Poerry, Houck, Pohl,
Alsdorf and Fortyle. Proprictors Saari
and DeJack werc induced tomake a fow woll-
chosen remarks:

What would a Convention be without a
Poker game.......? The one last nite was
going fine, ti1l Hadley droppsd in, and
today in Puritanical Philadelphia y o u
can't gst enything stronger than lemonade,
but sthelp me we're going to have thet
game just the same. (I can't get back
home 4f I don't win.) Madle and Korshak
were feeling their cups, and never could
find the propsr container,

/\J)uﬂ-ﬂu v D (

Among the interesting sidelights o f
the whole affalr wes the fact tknt Brothers
of the Silgma Alpha Rho Fraternlty were
holding thelr Convention in the Penn-~
Shoraton over the samc weokend, Our
meatings were continually being disturbed
by the comings and goings of mystified
Fraternity boyswo happened to lurch into
the wrong room. Sad to say, o conversions
were recorded, though the flocks of orig-
inal 1llustrations posted about ths hall,
especlelly Finlay nudes, intorested them
strangely. ZEvening oddresses were always
attended by one or two gad figures in
formal attire looking for a dance, From

\
P @ >

@Qoﬁ

)

the memoires of Gerry &s la Ree (Fubach's
collection) the following aneedote should
prove interesting:

News Item: Sigma Alpha Rho, noisy
male Fraternity held its ConVention in “the

. “Penn-Sheraton at the #afe time the Seien—

tifictionists were convening.

Secense: Third floor.

Time: Saturday, 10:30 P.M.

Joo Kennedy, Algis Budrys, and yours
truly had just arrived on the third floor
via the fire escape (which is an improve-
ment over the elevator) when I chanced %o
notice one of the Sigma boys arguing with
Joo Seollinger, erstwhile Philadelphia Stf
Fan. Sitting demurely in the background
was a female Sigma.

"But +the man at the desk sald that
the head bell captain 1s supposed to open
my door for mel" shouted the male Sigme .
"And I demend that you open it immed-
lately."

"I am not the bell captain,"
out slightly inebriated Sellinger,

At this point I interposed and said
to Sellinger, "Now you know you look like

blturted

ll..' \‘\ 5
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((Sketch ' \“R {
of Sigma ; ;
(Male) domne \ /
by Bob Stein f b
especially for f / L
CANADIAN FANDOM) ) e \

a bell captaln,” Whereupon he vaulted
the thres remaining steps and pursued mo
down the hall at a rapid c¢lip. After I
had soothed him, I thought the affair was
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at an end.

The Sigma boy, howevo®, wes a por-
8istent euss. You would be too with a
female Sigme patiently waiting in the
backgrounds For a second time the Frat-
ernity Brother approached Sellinger.

"Look! I insist you open my door. I
Just got back in town and the man et the
desk said you had to open the door."

"Okay, okay," retorted Sellinger in
e coneiliatory voice. "Come on, if you
vent me to break +the door down, I'll do
it,.”

With thet the beaten Sellimger and
two happy Sigmas, aw male and one female,
trotted merrily down the hall in seasrch
of a certein door. |,

/Jg;ﬂ<?,51&féigz%f’1,w

P.S, They went througﬁ the transom.

Naturelly, one of the bdbig attraections
of the Philcon wes the chance to mect
end converss with many of the luminariss
of the Stf World. We cherish particu —
larly memories of long conversations with
Hubert Rogers, Col., David H. Keller and
his wifo, Lester Del Rey, Fred Pohl ang
Dave Kyle, plus many others. Many of
these finally acquiesced to our pestering
%0 "please write something for our Fan-

magazine." If a poll were held to deter-
mine the most unpopuls™ Fan or Fanz at

the PHILCON, we dare say that the progen-
itors of CANFAN would take home the brass
monkey,

Anyway, let us hear from E. E. Smith
Ph, D, whose Children of the Lens, fourth
Of the Lensmun series 1g soon to be pub-
lished in ASTOUNDING:

Selence Fiction Fendom, previously
el almost exclusively Ameriecen 4institu—
tion, insofer es attendance at the "world"
S-F Convention is concerned, is baginning
to branch out and to Justify its neme,
Three Cenadian Fans, John Millard, Ned
MeKeown, and Beak Taylor, attended the
FHILCCN.

While I have not been able to attend
very many of these Conventions, I enjoy
them immensely, end am very highly pleased
that those nationals of our neighbouring
nation were abls to join us.

I hope sincerely that thess three
and many more will be with us a t futurs
meetings:

Philcon Report

Doc Smith's eddress to the Convention
will be found on pege © in its entiresy.

Next, a few words of greeting from
Lester del Rey, @ pleasant chap and authoy
of Though Dreamers Die, Kindness, Whom
The Gods Love, Lunar Lending, ond many

e T . ’-, ~ !t
A O SN ul, P

other groat ASTOUNDING storiess

I've been already told thet Cempbell
and the others have covered all the im-
portant subjects; and since I'm too mu ¢h
out of practice to heve any hope of out-
writing them, I'11 have to babble on with-
out either the hops of gense or any par-
ticular sensibility.

However, I really am glad to have a
chance of jotting down something for the
Cenadien Fens. I think that sectionalism
and ignorance are almost gynonymousa; and
1t would be a most unfortunate thing (¢
we were to develop what we in the U.S,
have the arrogance to ecall "American”
(what a name for anything less than bobh
continents!) Stf and Canadian Stf end all
the other local forms, S0 I'm darned
gled to see our Northern Fans get dowm
here to pay a little visit to us Southern
Fens. And I hope we can repay the com-
pliment.

You've already given us one van Vogt,
to mention one thing; now, doggone 1it,
why can't you give wus a prrozine to hold
him, end to let us overflow into — though
that may be only my cormercial and mercen-
ery silde coming out., You've given us g
good look at & few of yourselves, and we
like the samples - please send dowm more.

Personally, I +think 4it might be even
better I1f we could come up North next
Year so thot we could all get a really

good look at you,

For my part, I've had the pleasure
end I'd like en invitation back,

Actually, though, T have 1little
right to corment, I guess —— I'm not too
active a Fan, This is my first conven-
tion. I'm having a dorned good time, and
I hope this is only the first of = few
score. I'm getting the 1daa, finally, of
why the Fans will go to the trouble of
coming here from a thousand to three
th usond miles away.

I only hope that you’ll all be with
us at the next Convention, and that you
will all have as good a time then as I'm

having now. Y -;;“'/7 e
e %fé VOV
= ')S_I/l / "“J'/J:/ fi"
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Hope we see you at the TORCON next
year, Lester. We were happy indeed ¢t o
receive the approval of the FHILCON for
Toronto in '48. This should give us the
chance at last to cement the bonds between
U. S. and Canuck Fandom; never in history
has a large-scale meeting teken placs be-—
tween these two faclions. We believe that
1t will not only give you Southerners a
chance to look at Canada and Canadlans,
but prove to be instrumental in bringing
closer contact and cooperation. Theodore
Sturgeon, author of Killdozer, Maturity,
Mewhu's Jet, among others, gives voice
t0 similar ssntiments:

It 45 with a great deal of pleasurs

that I learned this afterncon that Toronto

in '48 won out, This is a strong move
toward internationelism at a time when
"One World or None" 1s a matter of urgent
importancs.

My greetings to Canedlan Feans., I
hereby promise +to use a Canadian locale
for a forthcomlng Sci—Fantasy job ——
Canada, and particul.rly Ontario, being
one of my favorite stamping grounds.

—
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Two old-timers at the Convention wers

Frederick Pohl and Dave Kyle. Fred wos
induced to sit still long encugh for Dave
to whip up a pen sketch, reproduced across
the olsle. Fans will remember him as the
Editor of ASTONISHING & SUPER SCIENCE for
a couple of years. He's writton more than
20 Stf storiss under the pssudonyms James
MaceCreligh and Scott Mariner.

Dave Kyle is a well-known illustrator
and erstwhile Brooklyn Fan. Back in 34 —

38 he was Brooklyn Science Fiction League

Vice Chairman., He was O0fficial Editor
of the International S c¢cientifie
Association, which sponsored the lst Con-
vention, Several Fanmags came from the
hand of Kyle, his favorite bsing MIND OF
MAN which ran four lssues back in '37,.
Several mags heve seen his illustrations,
among them the Canadian SCIENCE FICTION.
The November 1issue of ASTOUNDING
will contein Doc Smith's Children of the
Lens, as we mentioned befors. What we
dldn't say, however, was the fact that,
the cover illustration for +this great
story 1is ty nons other than Hubert Rogers.
Canadians willl be interssted to know
that this artist 41s by birth a Canadian,

( ‘f'abﬂ

having first seen +the 1light of day on
Prince Edward Islend, "many yecrs ago'.
He studied art at Central Technical School
in Toronto, was a Gunner in the Canadian
Garrison Artillery, serving in Canada,
Englond and France 1916 - 19, From Hubert
comes a word or two of greeting:
Greetings to Science TFiction Fens
and 011 fellow escaplsts content only
with speeds above the trans-soniec area.
More velocity to you.
HOCE T
- AR
- .J.'??(_d “"I",'f'i i}
| i
After leaving Central Tech, he moved
to Boston, whore he studied at the Boston
Museum of Fine Art under Jonas Lie, for-
mer Prosident of +the Natlonal Acadeny.
He returned to Canada again during the
Second Worid War, where he was employed
by the Wartime Informetion Board in Ottaws,
working on war posters and booklets.

Canadians should remember his Mea of
Valor series. As well as doing illus-
trations for ASTOUNDING, he had pies in

ADVENTURE MAGAZINE, books by Edward Ells~
berg (now Captein Ellsberg), John Buchan,
and others.

Among the more Important and inter-
esting moments of the Convention were tho
addresses given by +the variocus guest
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speakers, Attendess heard John Campbell
discuss the future of Atomic Energy, Bob
Tucker dissortate eruditely on Ete., E,
E, Smith Ph. D., on Whither?, L. Sprague
deCamp Adventures in +the Occult, Chen
Davis conducting a discussion on ls
Seience Catching up With Science Fiction?,
Erle M, Korshsk on The Collecting and En-
Jovment of Fantasy Litorature, George O,
Smith on A Precise Science, and Symposium
of Interblnnetarg Travel conducted b y
W2 lly T.ey end Thomas Gardner Ph. D.
While w= could not hope to bring you
contaxts of ell these spseches, we have,
however, dcne the next best thing. Joha
Cempbell was prevailed upon to summerize
his Address, Doc Smith handed over the

manuseript of Whither?, which we reprint
in i%ts entirety, and L., Sprague deCanmp
took the meat from  Adventures in the

Occult and dicteted a few paragraphs 1o
Ned McKeown., The following, then, will
be devoted to these three works:

ATOMIC ENERGY
John W Campbell Jfia

Commercial application of large scale
atomic power 1s going to be dselayed by
the peculiar and very special typss of
experimentation that will have to preceed
eny power-producing etomic piles. The
overwnelming besic facts .. the situation
that meke the problem supsr-tough sre
two--foldg no smell-scale piles can be
built. There's a critical-size fnetor in
atomic pilles as well as in atomic bombs,
Second, a pile, once it has been operated
at high-power level, cannot be opsned or
altered in any way for about 5,000 years:
it hes been saturated with radioasctivity
to an 1mmensely lethal degres, These
factors combine t o mean that about
$20,000,000 must be invested 4n thae ex-
perimental pile, end that, 4f the design
proves falacious, the whole $20,000,000
1s irrevocably gone. Experimental work
is therefore extremely difficult, and
since our available data is so sketchy,
ropresents to uny engineer's career a high
degree of danger.

But we shouldn't confine our etten-
tion to atomic power -~ the idea of atomic
energy harnassed to ‘turn generators and
produce electrical power, There's ons,
but only one, aspect of atomic energy.
Heretofore, Man hus hed  thres groeut
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mechanical, chemical
Each class has 1ts own
gpecial properties, end 1its own unique
abilities. Directly applied, chemical
energy can corrods, but not turn a shaft,
mechanical snergy cen pump water, but not
dissociate it to hydrogen and oxygen, and
neither form c¢an gesnerate & radio wave —
which 1is a sgimple eand direct job for
electrical ensrgy. Electricel energy is
the highest, most flexible form of energy
we've had; it ocen dissociate water, or
produce mechanical turning of a shaft
directly (as in an electrostetic motor).
Atomic energy, +the highast of any known
now, can be degraded to mechanical, elec~
trical, or chemical -— but it can also
perform things no other form of energy
can, Transmutation can be brought about
by elaborate trick gadgets using electri-

classes of energy:;
and electricel.

cal snergy — but atomic energy does it
easily, directly, and naturally. T h e
power aspect of atomic energy is, there-
fore, actuslly a minor aspect -~ but we

have no idea as yet, what the big appli~
cations will bes,

WHITHER
E. E. Smith Ph. D,

Most of you will remember DeCamp's
very fine article on The Sclence Of
Whithering. That thought has been with
me more end more of lets, because 1, per-
sonelly, could use to very good advantage
a sixteen-cylinder, front drive whitherer
of my own — preferably ons carrying es
standard equipment a high-powered crystal
ball, With such an outfit I might bso able
to determine the line of whithering of my
favorite reading matier, scientific flc-
tion,

Whither is scientific fiection whith-
ering? And why? And who 1s doing 1t?

According to my friend, JWC Jr., who
isn't in the habit of talking merely to
meke & noise, we <fans as a group arae
a very minor factor in the cireculation of
any leading Promag. The difference wculd
not be statistically perceptible if we all
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stopped buying 4t on the seme day. He
likes us because woe gae articulate, where-
as the rest of his readers are not. If
they likehis magazine they keep on buying
it; 1f they do not, +they don't. As he
changes the nature of hils published mater-
ial —- and with changes in economic con-
ditions and other more or less reasonable
factors — his sales go up; or down,
Since each editor's job ~~ and salary
~— depend upon circulation, he must select
and publish stories which in his opinion
are most condusive to increasged circula-
tion. That is his business, Thersefore
neither Fan nor author has any right to
question any decision of any editor; nor
to expect that his opinion, however vig-
orously expressed, will be counted for
more than 1t actually is —— one reader's
opinion. If we, as readers, do not like
any particular magazine, we cen stop buy-
ing 1t. If we, as suthors, find that our
stuff no longer fits into any given
editor's scheme, we can do one of three
things -~ change with what the editor re-
gards as "the times" and slant ocur stories
accordingly; seek enother outlet; or stop
wrlting. :

Whithering has affected me both as a
Fen and as en author. Thus, I stopped
buying AMAZING some time ago, although I
am no less friendly with Pslmer bscause
ny tastes do not agree wilth those of the
audience to which he 1s catering. Most
of you will agres with me, I think, that
ASTOUNDING is still tops, from the Fan's
viewpoint, even though there have been
indications that some Fans think thet our
favorite mag has gone highbrow or high
hat. Campbell says,
very strongly, +that Socilence Fiction 1s
changing; a conclusion with which I em
unable to agree, If this were the casa,
the leading magazines would all be chang-
ing, end in the same direction, which
does not seem to be happsning.

From my place in the far bleachers —
admittedly a place ¢” poor seeing — it
would sppear more loglecal to coneclude
that Cempbell is reaching out for, and is
succeeding in catching, a larger and per-
haps more sophisticated audience. Thus,
instead of bracketing with every salvo
the reading group of which I em represen-

tative, as he did a few years ago, he has

swung his sights = that this group, while
stil1l In the target area, 1s no longer sat

or at least implies:

the center of impact.

Pleasa do not take this as a denial
thaet trends in 1literaturs, as in other
things, do exist. Kids read comic books
now, 1instead of dime novels, and so on.
That fact, however, has no bearing upon
my belief that +the reader who  1liked
Anthony Gilmore ten years ago will still
like him ten years from now; and the same
holds true for Starzl, for Williemson,
and for many others.

It is this aspect of whithering —
of trends, if trends there are — which
concerns me as an author. Campbell says,
and his saying makes 1%t e fact as far as
ASTOUNDING is concerned, that the days of
the super-duper are over. "Skylark" Smith
is definitely pass8. Thus, I more then
half expected him to reject Children of
the Lens, and say in all seriousness
‘that 1t must have been a very difficult
decision for him to meke. I also say,’
equally seriously, +that his editorial
announcement of that yarn was a sheer
masterpiece of editorial arst.

Should "Skylark" Smith change? Could
he change that much, even if he wanted
to? Probably not. And, while I can ima-
gine myself doing a lot of things,
imitating another writer is not omns of
them. There is only one van Vogt, ¢ n e
George 0. Smith, cne Sturgeon, one DeCamp,
one Heinlein, one Hubbard. Therefore it
is highly problematical whether any more
of my stuff will appear in ASTOUNDING ——
nor would our cordiel personal relation-
ship be affected 1in any way by such an
eventuality,

Now as to the whithering of the other
leader, TWS. Its editor declared, =
while back, that he could not understand
book publishers. No more can I understand
him — he has me completely baffled,

I have a complete file of all +the
Wonders. While I have not had time to
read all of the later issues of THRILLING
WONDER, I fully intend to. It was always
readable. It seldom hit any highs, in my
opinion; but on the other hand, it almost
never hit a Dbad low. Formula stuff, I
thought, written by men who could really
write. The consensus of Fan Opinion would
probebly rate it second of all the Pros;
almost certainly no lower than third., Yet
its editor, in his capacity of book re-
viewer, does not seem +to like Science
Fietion books.
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Ho was enthusiastie about Wellman's
Find My Killer, stating frankly that its
only connection with Science Fietion was
its author. Shakespeare had a phrase
completely deseriptive of his treatment
of Taine, one of S-F's top~drawer immor-
tals., Van Vogt might have written a
reeily good Weapon Makers — IF, William-
son might be 0K for or those who like that
kind of formula stuff, but bored him
practically to extinection. My Spacehounds
wes juvenile and slam-bang~whammy; the
Ckylark wes so bad that he did not see
how any publisher could touch it.

Vet WONDER'S editor - I am not sure,
of course, taet it was the same person —
bragged, in the Cctober 1ssue, that that
igsue was hitting such a tremsndous new
high point that he had 1little hope of
being able to continue on that level of
excellence. To my mind, the most remark-
able — and it was really outstanding —
thing about the October issus was the tals
The Darker Drink, by Leslie Charteris. Now,
I like Charteris, and I like the Saint;
but I do not see how anyone, by any
stretch of the imagination, can call that
story sclentifiec fiction,

T em intensely interested in Avents
two new projects. In the one, is Woll-
he’ia trying to out-Campbell Campbell? And
in the low-~-brow one, 1s he inviting too
much hack? I sincerely hope that in one
or toth of these new magazlines we Fans
wi'l £find a good measure of the kind of
scientific fiction which ./e really like.
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Adventurss in the Occult may be lo-
cated on page 2.0. We know this is anex-
tremery sloppy method of doing things, but
necessary, inasmuch as Ned McKeown has ru
off w Lenden for a few days with the rough
noves. and we want to get these stencils
cut as soon as possible.

A few days after we had returned
home, & letter arrived. It reed:

Besks

Here are some Convention low-
lights +thet may be overlooked in more
formal accounts: '' One-way strests, and
the Queker City shut up as tight on Sat-
urday and Labour Day as for the Sabbath.
Apparently there was very little sight-
seeing in the historic town, though Les-
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ter and Milt and I paid our respacts to
the birthplace of the Declaration of the
Constitution......Chlorinated water.,....
Gus Willmorth end bride.....Trudy Kuslan,
more a knockout than ever.....We wondered
what the Convention meant t¢ Benson Dool~
ing, who spent 4t in sodden slumber or
leaning vaguely on his cene, but the
PSFSers say he's really a jolly fellow....
The remarkable resemblance 1in appearance
between Al Lopez of Pooh Corners and Art
Widner.......The little chap who =at the
peek of 1nebristion Dbegan to verbalize
his inferiority complex........Campbell's
smazing ebility to engage 1n a smtty
limerick session or a discussion of ASF's
raclal policy without additions or dilut-
ions of alcohol 4in between ((or his two-
fingered typing, which somehow was quite
accurate))....Who began the pronunciation,
"Bluebeard" for the Blue Bird Restaurent?

The weather was muggy or rainy for
the most part., The first day opened with
torrents. One theory was that this was
the cold air mass which the QUINTESCENCE
OF FOOFCO pulled with it fromthe far North-
west, but others said that it was the God
of Storms endeavoring +tc expunge a cer-
taln blasphemous slogan, after +the pro-
phet Woolmouth, temperaed on the Dback
side of the car by Stein, together with
slight modifications of a pair of Weapon
Shop mottoes on the side.

Notable fact about the gab sess ions
was how much of Science discussion there
was. Not only did meny sttenders join in
the formsl forums 1led by Campbell and
others, but also 1nthe hotel rooms, cafes,
were attacked nuclear physics, sgtatis-
tical theory, radar problems, ktp. Once
Stanley voiced the heretical thought that
we will find little to interest us an
other planets,......Campbell esarned a lot
of good will by speeking out against Roger
Shermen Hoar's proposal to threaten the
civil liberties of left wingers.......But
the hottest bullfest of the Convention
featured Davis and Campbell as principels.
Chan end some others left of center had
already agreed that we could do little
but get ready for the war and breakdowm,
end that <the United States was heading
into fascism, when mention of the pre-
ventive~war possibility drew Campbell in.
Davis tried to defend Soviet foreign
policy and stcod at a disadvantags. Tho!
he and JWC are friends of several years!
stending, he had theretofore avoided
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political discussions with him.

Altho!' initiel reaction seemed fav-
orable, 1t appears that by the final
sesslon on resolutions too many attendess
hed mede .up their minds against the anti-
Shaver declaration for 1t to stend any
ohance of passage. It 18 regrettable,
however, that the final consideration was
carried on 1in the hurried, tired atmos-
phere of the last hours before a Congres-
sional adjournment. The question o ¢
possibly libelous effect, for instance,
deserved going into thoroughly, end there
should have been an opportunity to con-
slder amendments if desired. Instead,
dlscussion of the point was limited to an
exchenge between Doc Smith and me, and
someone's gssertion on the bgsis of con-~
versation with en unidentified lewyer in
the crowd, +that +thers was a possibility
of considering t h e closing paragraph
libelous,

On +the whole, I think the Phileon
was the best Convention yet. It was well
conceived and competently managed, and
full of 1lovely people and interasting
doings. Several criticisms have cams up
which may deserve attention for +the fu-
turs, The first has Rothmen's offhand a-
pproval, that the Convention should at
certein periods have bsen split up into
two or more interest groups going o n
simultaneously, As 1t was, many of the
parts of the agenda inevitably interested
only a portion of the Conventionees, and
thoge not interested would presently get
up and go out into the foyer where typing
was going on, or the bar, or to the back
of the room to look at exhibits; others
gathered around in little knots and such
a hum of +talk arose as +to interfere
seriously with the main business......I
heard some kicks that book publishors
took too much time to tout their wares....
A Post-Philcon gathering in New York
judged the publicity inadequats, believ-
ing that there should have been direct-
mell advertising to a thouseand or so
beople, and saying that the time and place
were 80 poorly publicized that some Fen
after deciding to attend found it diffi-
cult to dig up the dope......A major dis-
appointment was +the smallness of the
attendanca from New York Proper. While
the North Jersey group was out in good
strength, the QSFL was badly represented,
and there were many conspi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>