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It is hard for me to realize that three months have passed since I was
last racing a deadline ®r the Spring FAPA mailing. And yet, the weather should
be enough to convince me that such is the case. The usual Washington summer of
hot -and steamy days and hot and steamy nights, with a few thunderstorms thrown
in to wet thingy more, but not to cool things off is well underway. So far as
I can see, the. © is only one redeaming feature of the weather - it makes it a.
plecasure to go to work, wherc it is air conditioned, and at least cool, although
rathexr humid. But the lack of sleep or the poor quallty of sleep are not con-
ducive to good worke... And there certainly is enough of that. Deadlines of all
sorts keep approaching, with the frantic efforts to catch up. It appears I'LL be
taking my usual sumner vacation at Christmas time again this year.

But enough of such bitching. The main purpose of that was to explain
the small bulk of this issue, and the lack of enthusiasm in the comments on
comnents, if therc are any. And, of course, ther. will be no trip report this
time = no travelling, not ‘even to Wew York.

I've picked up another facet of onc of my hobbies - philately. I've
started on Japanese stamps — just since 1920, as my pocket-book is not that
stuffed (quite the contrary) and only in the strictly general type collection.
However, for some time I've been fascinated by two aspects of the Japanese
stamps - the beautiful scenery on their Mational Parks issues and the reproductions
of old Japanese art works, especially the series on the stamp day, with large
selections from famous old manuscripts, paintings, books, etec. The coloring is
intriguing, with the delicate intermingling of the shades. I think it was the
desire to have a collection that I can show to outsiders and which they will
enjoy, that gave me the push. I still enjoy the specialized South African
springboks and ships, and the French Swoers, but the details' arengt the types
that can be explained well to the mildly interested outsider. Thé trains would,
but writing up that collection takes a lot of time -~ time, that thing I need so
much more of - or otherwise it's just a collection of random stamps that happen
to have trains on them. I. think, though, I can get a pretty good commercial
album for the Japanese (I hope it isn't one annotated in Japanese!) that will give
some brief explanation of the stamps and why they werc issued. I!ve got the same
problem with the Austrian collection; here, though, I've come to a screcching
halt, Asside for a few odd perforation varieties not listed by Scott, I nced
only about a dozen items, with a total catalogue value of about $1800.

Soy, I'm looking for new worlds to collect. And sometuing that doesn't
take up too much room. - (And don't say coins, VWalter; I'm still looking for a -
number of inglish silver pennies from 1066 to 1600.)(4ind they aren't cheap,
either.)

But-enough of this chitter. I'd like to spend a little time on a few
random thoughts evoked by some items in the 1101011 mailing (= 153 )e Things are
grabbed from the pile as I reach them, with no effort =t’ arranglng them in any
sort of order, And, if I:say nought about your submission, be not dismayed; I

read and enjoyed items that I had no comment hook in.
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It!'s now the next evening, and still hot., I've thought of a couple of
added topics I'd like to natter abouht. First, there is this matter of typos,
uncorrected errors, and sloppy sentence structure. My own point of view is
that Celephais is not a polished publication, but rather a substitute for a
letter to a group of friends., 4And like a letter to a friend, I normally don't
first-draft the material. If I am writing a letter in which it is imeritive
that I specify exactly what I mean, in unambiguous terms, then I will do a
rough draft; I do this often at the office, where I must be careful to indicate
what is may owm opinion, what is the official position, and what is a quotation
from so: e other source, which I am presenting with no indication as to the
validity or truth (an examplc of the p.rils of on~stencil writing; I should
have used accuracy back there, instead of truth) of the material contained there-
in. Ther. is the second point, too, I I spend the time necessary to rough-
draft the material, and then type it on stencily; I'd probably never get anything
done,. Firstly, I'd be too full of the material to want to read it again so )
soon, and secondly, I'd probably edit it out the window, with only about half
the material originally written going in. Not that that might be such a bad
thing, but I'd have to write so much more to get the minimum in that I'd give
UPe

Somewhat the same is true of proofing stencils, I find I cannot proof
my own material within a week or twoj; I tend to read what I remember should be
there rather than what actually is there. i'hen the material is cold, I can do
a pretty fair job of spotting errorss I'm always catching things in papers of
other people at work, or in books I just pick up to relax with. Some of the
newspapers are hard to read hecause of the multltude of typos that hook my eyes
as I read.

So, Celephais will continue to come to you composed on stencil and as
a gensral rule w unproofed, except right after typing, with the strong probability
that I'll miss a lot of troubles.

The second matter is the matter of Walter Breen, and the fusses that
are going around. I've more or less been on the sidelines, although pretty well
up on what is going ‘on. I've kept pretty quiet about the matter, because I wasn't
too sure of several points - or rather my thinking on them. However, I think
my present pos ition is about this - and I realize that several people will con-—
sider I've switched sides on them, I probably have; I'm still not completely
settled,

First, the Pacificon committee have the power to run the con as they
feel fit and proper. (Look at the hassle on the Hugo for publisher, which I
feel should not be called a Hugo. If it is, th&n two people who got Special
Awards at the Discon should start screaming.) “his includes denying membership
t0 anyone they have reason to believe -~ not necessarily legal proof, but adequate
reason - would be a danger to the conventionRemember, it is the committee who
will get it in the neck and pocketbook if anything serious goes wrong, and
especially if it could be shown they had prior knowledge or reasonalbe suspicion
of the possibility of the event taking place and did nothing about it., Having
becn on the inside of a con, I know some of the problems that can arrise, and the
steps that must be taken. sLxample: we wanted a bar at the costume ball, which
was the reagon, or one, for the time, So did the hotel, because it would have
made money for them, But, the problem of underage drinkers, especially when they
learned it was a costume/masked affair, and the bartenders would have no real
method of checking, stopped them. They didnt't dare risk their overall bar operations |,
for the one bar,. 0o, we had a dry party. (And the high school frat made them
more certains Therefore, this action by the committee is within their domain,
and a matter for their considered judgment. However, with hindsight, I don't
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feel the matter was handled in the best way. At the time, it seemed that 2

full explanation of the reasons behind the action would serve to make it appear
something® that was not done on a whim, and would set at rest the-insinuations

that would arise if only the final action were made known, either by the committee
of by the other side. Unfortunately, this didn't work; perscnalities were in-
jected in the matter, and the fight really spilled over the ropes into the
audiences’ :

One of the spill-over was the FAPA matter. Some members felt that nothing
but complete separ. tion would do. DBuz has given some of his reasons. 1 know that
there were others based upon other persons inv olved. There have been accusations
of a campaign -"which I did not encounter - to get enough votes., There are™
statements that a number of people, other than Buz, know who voted how. To the
bes t of my knowledge, and t is is confirmed by letters from Buz, no one else knows
who voted which way. I lmow of how four people voted, because they told me. I
can guess -how -a-few.others voted. DBut I don't know, And I wonder how various
other people are supposed to have learned. uspecially befere the offiocial-totals
were out,

Anyviay, I note that FLPA has reversed itself, and adopted a spe01a1 rule
to cover the situation., Although I -might chide Redd for a somewhat loosely
worded resolution; it should have been rough-drafted. After all, FAPA isn't.an
organization that has frequent meetings, nor is it composed of small children.
Regardless of his sexual mores, I think Walter can be interesting in prlnt/con-
versation, even though I don't always agree with him. After all, he hasn't posed
the positive threat to certain people and to the organization that certain
other potential members once did; those for whom the black ball was designed.
In that case, I had a positive interest; that person could have cost me my job
and the:prospect of getting another good one through loss of my security clearance.

The expe rience at that time makes me feel that any attempt to change
the number of objectors upwards would defeat the purpose of the sectuon, At that
time, with a positive campaign, and the threats of a number of members to drop if
Gl were admitted - including yhos - there were still only a very few over the mininum
number, Remember that the action required is a positive action, the actual selection
of 2 particular name and the writing it on- the form, and then sending it in, rather
than meredy checking an appropriate square.

You know, it might be interesting to see what would happen if the reverse
vote were also allowed - name one wl member to be jumped to the top of the 1list,
i/ith no place to ‘check off a name frcm a list, and @30 votes needed. Or even allow
TWo nameses..

So, on to the mailing, blotting up the drops of water from the keys between

magazines, ,
~ Phantasyy Press [McPhail] Thanks for the rundown on the year, Dan,

even 1f a quarter late. Interestingthat Warner, with one more page, jumps from
6 to 2. I'd guess my total will be lower than ever this year, unless I'come
up with a big Nov mailing. We'll see., 4ind, I note that the Busby total is egual
to the Cox total, or a tie for 10th. Iope the next issues of PP will be back to
size, Dan. - '

Deep in the Glen [Raeburn/Clarkes] It's things like this that give
the s-t headaches in assigning credit. I enjoy rcading it, but hate to have to
total it up. 1Illaybe I'll'rule that if the material isn't readlly identified as to

author, Ilr. Anon. gets full credit.
Jesus Bug [Main] I like to read about your

travels, iandy, especially as I've .done little of my own this year. I'm still
aflicted with an itching foot. :
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Bete Noire [Boggs] And I suppose 1f those armies have trouble, it would
be a gastrophe? And what moré-can I say except this caused some pleasant moments,

Spinnaker Reach [Chauvenet] No, I aldn't think of flying back., First,
I already had my ticket and all; getting a .refund etc would have taken a lot of:
time - after all, the only ticket office in town is the SP, and I didn't travel
SP at all this time - that I had better plans for, and second, I didn't want to
put out the extra cash for the airline ticket then and get the refund when I got
back, and third, at that time of year there was all too much chance of having my
flight cancelled out; it happened several times while I was home., And at that
time of year, it can be tough to get a 'seat back, And, here is one word of
appreciation for the index to the Tolkien verse. ([But haven't you ever seen
brown, scre grass? This goes into-the reference file,
' i The Tattooed Dragon and
His ulectric Vhing-a-Ding [RotsléT, who else?] I've just finished going through
this for the umpteenth time - and re-enjoying it anew. iispecially your "catalog"
of beauty - with the artist's eye and the artists pen (typer) you can make things -
come alive for others., I would say that one ingred ient of beauty - one essential,
vithout which there is not beauty, but only prettiness ~ is honesty. If the thing
is honest it will have a feel of something without which there can be no recal
beauty. This is true in art, in music, in literature, in any field in which feeling
plays a role [even in science, I fecl, There is beauty in a mathematical curve,
in the development of an equatione... |
A Fan21ne»for Now! [#lan Lewis] 4ind to
hash old items again. So far as I know, John has never reversed nis decision. If
he had, then there would have been no need for further action. If he didnt!'t, and
I believe that he said he thought he was wrong in his decision, but wasn't sure,
then action must be taken within the framework of the rules. It's not a question of
the 5-T not acting, or acting improperly; he acted in accordance with the duties
of his office. But I think the matter is moot - as shown by the reaction to the
last two petitions. And remember, never has Martin denied the accusation. I don't
believe he is unable to write.

It would be interesting to check that list of
CiS poems against the published items, to see which are unpublished, I can
recognize a part of the titles.

lelange [Trimbles] Somewhare I understood that
William came from Wilhelm, "resolute helmet. ify 1i.t also shows ~dmund as
defender of prop.rty [anglosaxonﬂ ilartine probably wouldbe the feminine of
Maxrtine How about last names? This could be interesting, as you can find both
last and first names used interchangably. Evan Williams and Uilliam Bvans, for
example, are both good lielsh names, meaning, originally, .ivan, son of i/illiam,
and William, son of Evan. Kathryn - wasn't this in Slan?

Couldn't agree more
with your remarks on mundane. Fandom is not a way of life, or shouldn't be. It is
a hobby, that brings you into contact with some intercsting people - and some o f
the other kind - and gives a stimulating outlet, but there are a lot of interesting
things that can be done in the rest of the world. Like stamps, and records, and
detective stories, for me, and brigge.

Diamonds wculdn't become that cheap; they
are too useful industrially; In fact, most of the flawed stones and off color
stones unsalable for jewelry, end up in industrial uses, Like cutting tools or
phonograph needles. Platinum is another example, though, where jewelry demand has
pushed the price of an industrial necessity up ‘and up. Doc Smith had some harsh
words to say about this (via DuQuesne) in Skylark of Space and they are even more
true today., I know, John on police/Bobbies was interesting. And the cover
brought back memories.,
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Synapse [Sp eer] Of course, there could have been a switch or a curve
in that railroad track. ;# Wilfred uMeyers was the stray former mundane apa
member who was first dropped, and then blackballed off the wl at the same time

Wetzel was. (And never cashed the check I sent for dues refund...) That Magic

Tape is put out by MMI; but is especially designed for permanent paper mending.

«5# Acid sodium carbonate, or sodium bicarbonate. So called because only one of
the two acid hydrogen atoms in carbonic acid (aqueous), H 003, is replaced by the
sodium 1on, Na, leaving it still able to act as an acid. this cas e the

base, NaOHyis stronger than the acid, so the half-neutrallzed salt is slightly

basic - with only a very mild taste - and hence is used when a very slightly
alkaline effect is wanted (to ncutralize some of the stomach acid, for example,

where the strong acid HC1l replaces the weaker, which escapes as CO, in a belch.

- The other type, the acidic acid salt, is found in ammonium blsulfa%e, NH ESO
where sulfuric acid is stronger than ammonium hydroxide - ammonia water, aqu ous
ammonia., Polyhydroxybas es can give the reverse type, basic salts. One common
one is bleaching powder, Ca(OH)Cl - take that back, bleaching powder is a mixed
salt, as I realized after I got started on the formula, Ca(0C1l)Cl - Starting over,
try BiOC1, bismuth oxychloride, which is formed from Bi(OH)201 by loss of water.
This typ-e of mixed salt is found in many minerals - hydroxyapetite, for example,
And nothaving any handbooks here, I won't give the formula; the name is as I
remember it.

It would be just as easy for you to quiz the FAA about that tempo-
nautical collision; I'd have %o write a letter to get any action. [As I'm in
iViashington, everyone back home automatically assumes I know all the inside details

~on politics,  They don't believe me when I give them the answer . "All I know
is what I read in the papers," even though that is true.],n¢ You once worked in
the government; you should know that government pay isn't always divisible by
12, Like 7355, 8410,5335, 4915, etc, from the current table. And they aren's
divisible by 26 either, which is the no of pay periods per year. Or by 365,
the days per year.

- Karmuna [Zllern] Rose of Tibet is now out as a paperback,
I'1]l have to get it. Otherwise, I didn't get hooked, but just enjoyed. And,
Bill, I've not renewed my F&SF sub, mostly because the stories are of such 1ow
quality, in general. Ted must be putting the slush pile in the wrong bin.

Scatalog[Ullson] And a Beautiful cover. This and Helen's Fantasia
finally hooked me ~ I'm now collectin. Japanese stamps. Jome of the art on them,
and I use the word purposely, is wonderful, timeless, different. But that
equation on the bottom of page 4 is incomplete; open (). And isn't that
in the expansion? Tifty years ago discussion on the effects of splitting the atom
- economic effects, I mean -~ would be academic, too, Jack. !Hatter tbransmission
is not impossible,; as is perpetual motion or squaring the circleg it is theoretically
possible,

Target, FA?A [Zney] Vhen does the first issue appear? *“nd do you send
out free. samples9

S erenade [Bergeron] You really should have sent Norm a copy
of thn119. But welcome aboard, In spite of the fact that you have no credentials.

+ Ankus [Pelz]  Amen to the note re Hugos. This is exactly what the thing
adopted Tast - year was to prevent. Unless they don't call it a Hugo -~ like ours
were spec1al dwards. Having the membership vote on the award is one thing, calling
it a Hugo is ‘another. [And a special award should be more impressives it is not
Just]the best of a year, but a special nomination for outstanding merit in some
way.

Godot'[Decklnger] A good percentage of DC bus drivers are helpful; they are
used to tourist inquimies, But not in rush hourse... I find that H. Poirot is
better in the short stories; they have less space to develop his unpleasing
‘characteristics. DC has several theatres which use the nudies most of the time,



A Prop:s de {;gg :: aughrcaj I really don't see what the problem is
with the egobce poil, After all, it ie Tor the material published in +the
preceeding 12 monihs -~ and not includilug th2 mailing in which the poll appears,
This was < urpone ; 3¢ proven' the material at hand from seeming better
than thHs ras monihs I vionder how well scanning would work -

for & mzt+,. 1, tacush, ‘wlen it involves not merely the spacial location

of atoms

to g between then.  Changing a couple of bonds ‘can play
nell with T F o pacticnlar conpound for a particular use. Isn't the
absoluse vaive of a linc segemat the “.olar part of the vector to the point?
What mind of sn T3 dousntt comings - or T see now that ypu mean in large

i

aumbers. The .surepean droblem is the more sgricus, though; it is very easy to

misread an “mrovpan naLer By oo factor of 107 and vice versa., The trend in some

auropean journals 18 5o write 4ha manhers in b“ouns of three, without any comma
pericd, sxgept for the decimal pownt - 123 456.789,234 567, (That is a period,

not a dezimil point.

Quep Lgdauo*'W Ths: run~Govm on the wnglish school system

is intriguing, and vilses mors dussino Likz, what about the universities and

Tlle various dsgreas they gr“at ind tae verclioas teaching posts at these,

Pleese cant:Au_-- 4 note ~mogy Aaerican lindsigertens are for children just below

primary schbool, Like 3 years. Below ihat ere tle nurseries.. Our kindergartens

will correspond Lo ydur infant achoeols; I'd suess, This goes with my notes

on criclket tor fronsiaiing -nglish novels.

Vandy [Coulsons] igree on the seats
tle more firmness in the small of the
comfortable for short trips; I don't
trip. They don't let you change position
the latter case are a restriction
@ a vanishing species in the us, and'in
Isles. Germany, Holland, Belgium,
dovn town, hauling lots more

of the
back. T
Know powr huclkes sea
ck as tag T
ne laziler
canalia, wud Lry ¢ Y Sk
Demmarizc, Sweden, wis, axe Tuil of them, eigk
ocople than t.e ;

sblers altiough I¥d like a 13

L

oe found some SLoxte
s would B

. i - Tandy is one of the eagerly grabbed
items in tae mailizng - bhut one bLhet often siirs nothing but pleasure.

Daibs] sorat of issue, Yhuck. based on the Discon I'd
guecss that ot ; 1hc d‘t3ﬁijbﬁ are Iringe-fans who are interested in
scianv@ fictvron f, <f foandew.  “hey don't ggi ve a damn about FAPA, for
example, or Fimgv i Foey o me iaterested in seeing and hearing their pet
pPros, Taely waanl - to near ;'1- iGily ktallt aboul some oddity of science, watch

wnile thrse o
need (7). iy
but this time lecaves
“nuek, 20 woal u@c;'Spee: says3 b &
give a cluz at lezsi s %o whal the comment s commenting on. /hich means I don't
have te dig out the maillig foo saoie to see vhat was being said.

pothey do ig, etcs Or look for comic books they

e liks whe  oulsons that is read with enjoyment,

15440 sad,’ Zxreept that your mailing comments,
siouid (and which his so often don't); they

Day*Star

S0 cs on the Merdian75érkovian
W rlas* it i i¢scinat:ng wo hracs ) t of the ideas, the working out
of the backgrounds. [&nd ('ve been 2uieying your books, too. sSven buying them...[]
5S¢ far as 1 can tell, this nsw magic waps ig not subject to the ills of theold
Jcoteh Taj Ve ne mens and suck that wore mended at least 6 years ago and
they are 'f.f ok~ no hlcedang. no nardesing, no browning. Of course, themodexrn
vrood ﬁﬁé nd Deom vader anyihing in a few years., And amen to
taat ceollepe Sasedi olacues of both GIs_and fresh from highschool
teenagers, L can say tvhe dLi'f nos io Tremendous he GIs kept you on your to.s -
they wanted ;V“*JLJ ' ould cet, and weren' t a%raid to ask questions. It made
for a stimulating <. Sha )uu didn't have to work coaxing the brats,
{/ind tuat's all Itve tl... ors  ind both Buz and Harry get cheated. ]
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