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BAH & HUMBUG

As “entisned in the nrevicus mlg I +» now workine for the US Fost
Office, 1t has nroved to be an interesting & sometimes discourarine ex-
perience up to this time. We've 4just finished the annual Christmas
rush with it'e attondant horrors. I'4 hecn working ~bout five or six
weeks when this rush started.

Lest S..ping when I +nck the eivil service examination Svbil went
along just for the snort of it and also took the test, her score was
high enough to put her on the tenative list and they called her in for
a 30 day arnointment. Now, sha ¥nows whot I »o through, Y .sterday I
had ny first day off since Thankeseivine. We'we been on a seven day
schedule, workine 12 hours per day with the excertion of a few days like
Xmng eve, cte.

I've always wondeored why so rmch mail rets missent at X.agtime and
now I know throughly! Besides the 30 dav arnointees the »n.o. also
hired temporary help that workeda few hours ner day for abnut two weeks,

In cne easc the ofreman rut Svbil sn an unfamilar sorting case, now
thesec "cases" are divided into cities and states. Svbil was standing
in front of it fumbling the letters, trying to learn lust where each
state was located.

The girl ncxt tc her was real whiz, throwing letters into the var-
ious compartments, she was really setting a record! Finally she came
over and told her, "Y¥'m'reo toc slow, iggyou don't greod 1 they'll ret
rid of you. Here, throw them like thig, if you ecan't find the right
state just put it anywhere. S-mocnc clse witl straichten 1t outi "

The pirl was partially right; The letters are taken from these come
partments, tied in bundles and senton to the city or state. Aftor they

reach that state thev are re-sorted into loeal areas. Y- ur lottor to

" Crlifornia 1s rulled out of the Boston stack and sent back across counte
ry unless the Boston clerk is also determined to make a rsood showine,

Svbil continucd to g6 slowly and two hours later had learned the
sorting case and was sending the letters to the nroper destination.

A few days agec I van into a "S...ei=l Dolivery" le*tars mailed from
one point in Dearborn to anmnther roint in Dearbrrn. This should take
a matter of a few hours - from the rostmark it had already been circe
ulating a matter of four days. ;

I nlso srotted an Airmail lotterx from NY to Seattle in the loeal
Dearborn mail, how t-is got to Dearborn in anybndy's guess,




Wo've exrerienced mrur first day in some weeks withont onr acensgtomed

Xmas helr. FAr the last frur weecks thev have been handling ¢t e mail
leaving Dearborn while we handled only that mail for 1ocal delivery.

Thorc's a esnsiderable difference, the nuteoing must meet train
schedlues and there's a rush to have it readv for them, whereas the
Tocal stuff is slirhtly more leasuriely. A hralf million ~ieces of
advertising can alwavs be rushed aside while we worle the first class.

Then there's the din of the cancelline machine, an ever vresent
annance on the ontegnineg side - on the in-c~mine we nsually have a few
radios oine and some conversation.

Fart of the time I've besen using 2 transitor radio with earnlure,
I realize that not evcrone wants to hear what I do but I've founf a fow
rieces of interest late at niesht. A conrlc of weeks apo I ,,aq nlurged

in andt e foreman rassed by. '"Lis-oring to Keener?", he asked, nnwing
that I can't stand the local jump & scream rmusic.

B "O% no,"Isaid, "T'vc ot a leeture on Shanesresre coming out of
nston .
H: ocked at me with an amused ~rin, thinvine I suess that
I was playing one-un, so I nulled the nlur out and held it near his
ear. "Byrhod, you are", hc sa7d and rroceeded to tell me that his wife
sayst that cat has a lot on the ball.

A few days ago I caurht an interview with Mierev.Snillane, he was
askedif he felt some inner need to write and he sald, "O» no, but I

necded the money. I'd bron writing comie bonas and there was a slumm

so I gstarted wvriting books. Really vou're fust readineg 2 comic bonk in
rrinted form," Twan they ~sked him why he'd startad writing again
zfter several vears He ronlicd, "Well, the enverment wanted their
ronay for the back income taxes and I'd run mut of cash, so I had to go
ret some more." -

While tyning the last pararrarh our_local mailman, (as dfstineuished
from the 100 I work among) arrived and I asked him about the new mail-
carrier, a female. He still doesn't bolieve that Dearbeorn is really
setting a woman carrier, the first in their historv. I finally con-
vinced him that I'd been working beside her for three months andt-at she
was serious about the job.

I've boen havine considerable nroblems with the deliverv '"scheme",
this is the sorting arrangement for local letters. 'feare required to
learn each and every strret in Dearborn and which ecarrier serves each
street or section thereof. In -y division there are about W50 streets
or rortions of streets & about 40 carriers. My sereet for instance is
served by two carriers. #130 & #512. Each onc carried from frur to ten
streets. .

Tre errrior will en~ver about £ to 10 miles ver dav on frot hanli
probably 500 letters and up to P0 nounds of assorted trash. W= have

what ig ¥nown as "Lifc Day", "NDiccost(Readers) Dav", eotc,



Thecombine1smc'ving+++++++++++++++++++++++

As a resnlt of reeent merctings a new conventisn c~mmittce bhas been
forned. T e '¢A convontion will, we hore, bc mit on by a three city

¢obine.

I1qns call for the eonvention to be held in Cleveland, headed by
Ben J~son’ financed and backed by the entire Detrnit & Cincinatti swd
arours

N_,, +»1s grrnldbe the larsest eroun of exrerienced fans to mut on
a convention. O“, Jareer clubs have manared a e~nvention hut wvhere
will you find an"inegroun" ~~ntainine more reonle. D trnit £or imzkame
exarmle had a ¢ludb of sore 0V or so reorle when we hid for and rot our
bid. ‘hen we arnrnached them to do actnal work thev fell by the wave
side and we wound un vith gix wor-ers. A+ the mament vwe have nine

reonle who ¥now thelr vav aromwnd, reonrle with the 'nowledece o rriéve
usefnll rather a héndrange: Cineinatti can rrednece abrut this sare
nurber. Acred o the Caaprlond ~rour re ecan it germe 25 exrerienced

warriars in the field.

"I are earnestlv sclicitine wour rersmnal smmrort, At a1l rnlicy
has been fully determined but we'-o wnr-ing ~n it, we ex'ect to hnld
more meetin~ thranurchout t*e srring and by simmer should have a M1l

scale camraien rolling.

Ag mentioned earlier the DeV..p hrngehnld rmana~ed tn ma¥e it nast
Xwng withont any oreat findncial Aiffienltv, Tr~re wag rerind, tust
past when S. w11 and 1 #~~other were ecarning abrut 350 bucls ner weelk,

- -

VT _ow-ing for 17T amp the last few vears Xawae vas alvmvs a sudden m
letdown. Xeag eve I oroeted a 2 to L weel lav-off, inst at the tinme
when bills rmlled mn badly. I _on~17+v entercd February vith a gm0
debt handing over my head. N-~t exreeisallv X..e bills, but a mentain
of other t'ings - like ecar insurance, county taxes, ete.

I saapd a vai-tvrer a-fow weelrs apo. "T-nAapins throuch the
S~lvati~n Apewy fun’ ghon I enntted _tvo-of them.  Thev srcemed to be in
#nod condition and abrut the *ime T v.ae wonderin~ what sort of deal I

could make a rentleman in business snti amnraoched me.
: : ?

"That'e a fine machine", »o advised me, "..2 a meallv rond buv"

visicng of a vari-tvner raraded threneh my mind, Can I '-nre’ him dowm

to Son I yondered, "nu can have either one of them for #iax " yn
eaid, I .aem21ly mentioned the verv hish cost of rerairs ,men they

do need them, but it was nseless. Tries ¢haracter had arrarenylv been
malring nhone ealls. If the local s™ons ret '~~5 far a nged machine he
was ~oins to do as vrell.

I ~uess he rade it. Tvn weelrs later both machines v~re ~one!



sbnuld.be

W, ~ot 01d J*m Bwaderie” married +he day before Toanl-spitine, 1t
seems to have a success since he's still 1ivine with the woran and its
over a monthnow. .

Sbil, the kids and I 7¢7t here an hour before wemddine and ranm——
into a traffic jam irmediatelv. I managed tn mak¥e it to the church
Tust minutes before t e start of the ceremony, drorned Svbil at the
door, took the kids another mile to my Mother's ~lace and raced back.

As I ecxrlained it later, "I missed most of the travelocue, but gnt
there in time for the comedy",

There as the nsual recention immediately after the weddine and
about midnight I walked over to J'm. I'd rulled an 0ld kev off mv
ring (to a g-rage whete I used to live). I “rorned this ¥ey in his
hand, saying, "Here, whatever vou do - don't lose it!", and walked
away.

A 11+tle later Jim came over and said, "Uh, what's it for?", T gave
hinm a dirty look and walked away.

Shortly before they left I went over and tnld him he wonldn't need
the key after all. I ficured 7'4 let hirm swreat ennugh.

My 01d buddy Daan Felauehlin has sold another bnnk, thi- one to

Larry Swaw of Lancer. I+ ourht to be out earlv in '65., The title
may yvet be changed so I wan't gunte it. Larry has rremised a decent
cover -~ not like the atrncity l'yramid stue hirm with last time.

Qur now dog has worked just fine, as affectionate as thev come.

Usually she's sleernine in the livin~ room vhen I ~et hame, when
rny key turns in the lock she walres un, runs t~ t e doorr and as I come
through the door she leans nn ne, *hen runs back® tn "mer" ehair and
rolls over on her back to ret her turmmy seratched.

Ferhans I sh~uld toke this snrace to wish evervone a "errv Xmas"

and a "Happy N.., Year",
Domew e¥e about Decemeber 15th 1 started to ma¥e out a list of

Xmas cards. 7 got the first 25 done and auit. I jiust never found
time to finish them un. S0, if vou normallv set one from me and
didn't get it t»isyear vou haven't been cut off the 1list - it's just
been postroned for a year.

I think that néxt, or rather this, vear T'1ll eend out mv Xmas
cards in Septerber when I can spare the time,

It looks as thn T've saved mv mermbershin for annther 3 months,

VO o

HF\T-TaI‘d DeVnre



